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C R O S S W O R D OCC UPONUPON
CONTEST

BY LISA STICKNEY 

CAVENDISH, Vt. – Ron 
and Bonnie Emig picked 
up Pieter van Schaik in 
Windsor on Sunday morn-
ing, Oct. 4. They drove to 
Oscarson Road in Caven-
dish, where they met Kem 
and Svetlana Philips, at 9:30 
a.m., to walk in Lord State 
Forest.
  The group met to explore 

the possibility of connecting 
a trail from the state forest 
to a 125-acre parcel of land 
van Schaik donated to the 
Cavendish Community and 
Conservation Association 
two years ago for conserva-
tion, with the eventual goal 
of transferring the property 
to the State of Vermont.
  They were looking for an 

old foundation that they had 
discovered on a previous 
walk. There is no record of 

anyone having a house there 
in the forest, so they were 
curious, and they wanted to 
explore it further.
  After some time searching 

unsuccessfully, van Schaik 
said, “We changed direction 
and split in the hope of find-
ing [the foundation]…We 
decided to split up – 25 feet 
apart.” Van Schaik was at 
the end of the line that they 
formed.
  Van Schaik said, “Once 

separated from the group, I 
realized I didn’t have my cell 
phone. I could hear them 
calling out, but they could 
not hear me, because of my 
low voice. I have Parkinson’s 
condition with low volume 
speech and I can’t yell.
  “I was slow, because I’m 

83, and it all happened with-
in a matter of minutes. I real-
ized I was lost, and I should 
try to retrace my steps to the 

cars. I didn’t realize it would 
be so difficult to retrace my 
footsteps. I couldn’t recog-
nize anything – there was so 
much heavy ground cover – 
ferns and leaves. I couldn’t 
tell where they had been or 
see footsteps.”
  “I continued walking in 

what I thought was the di-
rection of the cars,” he con-
tinued, “but I got lost.”
  “I gave up walking around 

what I thought was 5 p.m.,” 
van Schaik said. It was get-
ting dark, and so he lay down 
in the woods. “The canopy 
was very dense, and I could 
see very few stars – I decided 
not to continue walking in 
case I hurt myself and rested 
for the night.” He continued, 
“It’s not a smooth surface, 
and around what I think was 
7 a.m. the next morning, I 
got up and was determined 
to find a road.

  “Within an hour I came 
upon a house. I walked 
down the driveway and 
onto Knapp Pond Road.” 
Van Schaik explained that 
he didn’t know where he 
was at the time, but started 
walking towards Tarbell 
Hill and eventually recog-
nized where he was. “I was 
on Knapp Pond Road when 
Peter Kolenda found me. He 
was driving up Knapp Pond 
Road, and he picked me up.”
  Kolenda, retired Ludlow 

fire chief, explained that 
he was aware of the search. 
Kolenda said as he “came 
by fire station in Cavendish 
I saw that there were about 
100 people lining up to 
search.”
  Kolenda explained that he 

saw that there were plenty of 
people ready to search for 
van Schaik, so he drove on. 
“I was heading up to camp 

and the fire department was 
behind me,” Kolenda said. 
“I continued up to Knapp 
Pond and saw someone 
walking on the road with a 
cane, and I saw it was Pieter.”
  He stopped and offered 

van Schaik a ride. Kolenda 
said van Schaik said he rec-

ognized him as a familiar 
person, but didn’t recall his 
name, and he added that van 
Schaik said, “I don’t want to 
spend another night in the 
woods.” Kolenda reported, 
“His spirits were good.”
  “I talked to him and he 

was coherent, probably a 
little cold, but otherwise he 
looked good,” Kolenda said. 
“I brought him to Oscarson 
Road, where Proctorsville 
Fire was set up to go into 
the woods to start search-
ing.” Kolenda explained 
they checked his vital signs, 
and added, “He stayed in my 
truck until the ambulance 
came, and they transported 
him to Springfield Hospital.”
  Kolenda continued, 

“Somebody would’ve found 
him – I’m just glad I was 
able to see him. It worked 
out well.” 
  Van Schaik concluded, 

“I’m grateful for the re-
sponse of the community 
and getting together to 
search for me.”

83-year-old man found after a night in the woods

Pieter van Schaik is home.
PHOTO BY LISA STICKNEY

BY SHAWNTAE WEBB

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
Londonderry Selectboard 
Chair Tom Cavanagh an-
nounced at the Oct. 5 meet-
ing that the town received a 
complaint on Sept. 22 “alleg-
ing a violation of the open 
meeting law at the Sept. 21 
meeting.” Cavanagh con-
tinued that the context of 
the allegation stated, “The 
selectboard went outside of 
the basis identified for enter-
ing an executive session by 
debating, negotiating, and 
reaching a consensus to alter 
the town’s budget structure 
to bypass the explicit will of 
the voters.” 
  Cavanagh said that the 

town’s attorney, Robert Fish-
er, provided his legal opinion 
on the matter. According to 

Fisher, the board entered ex-
ecutive session at the Sept. 21 
meeting to discuss and hold 
a six-month review for the 
part-time town clerk, which 
is a valid reason to enter ex-
ecutive session. 
  In executive session, the 

board promoted Assistant 
Town Clerk George Mora 
from part time to full time, 
and “the decision resulted in 
no increase to the town bud-
get.” Cavanagh asserted that, 
since there was no alteration 
to the town budget, there 
was no violation of the open 
meeting law as alleged.
  Cavanagh said it was also 

alleged that the promo-
tion was improper because 
the town had already voted 
against the appropriation 
of funds for this position at 
the annual Town Meeting in 

March, and at a special meet-
ing on May 11. Cavanagh 
stated, referencing Fisher’s 
legal opinion, that the se-
lectboard has the general 
supervision of the affairs of 
the town, including the gen-
eral fund budget that was 
approved by voters, and con-
cluded that the board acted 
within its authority.
  Resident Chad Stoddard, 

who submitted the viola-
tion complaint, then spoke 
to the board, stating that the 
town voted to indefinitely 
postpone allocating taxpayer 
funds to extend the town 
clerk’s operational hours and 
payroll compensation. “It le-
gally bars town officials from 
taking executive action to 
resurrect it.” 
  Cavanagh clarified that, 

per Fisher’s advice, the vote 

for additional funding for a 
full-time general office man-
ager position did not pro-
hibit the selectboard from 
promoting the assistant town 
clerk to full time, to be paid 
from the approved general 
fund budget.
  The full-time salary ad-

justment line in the budget, 
for $20,000, was allocated 
from the general budget as 
follows: $1,000 from emer-
gency management, $1,500 
from computer equipment, 
$1,500 from town office fuel 
since the new HVAC system 
was installed, $1,500 from 
town office locks and secu-
rity, and $750 from town hall 
locks and security, since the 
town now has security cam-
eras. Cavanagh also specified 
that Mora opted out of health 
insurance, which is a savings 

for the town.
  Stoddard felt this was a 

misuse of specified funds, to 
which Cavanagh replied that 
line items within the general 
budget can be moved around 
by the selectboard as they see 
necessary.
  Board member Taylor 

Prouty further clarified that 
the need for more staff has 
been an ongoing conversa-
tion among the board and 
the town office. “I was made 
aware of the need in the town 
clerk’s office,” Prouty stated.
  Selectboard Vice Chair 

James Ameden questioned 
Town Administrator Aileen 
Tulloch, asking if the budget 
allocation portion can legally 
be discussed in executive ses-
sion. Tulloch answered that, 

Londonderry open meeting allegation, to 
reconvene dam committee

BY NICK GIBERTI

LUDLOW, Vt. – The Lud-
low Police Department and 
Ludlow Fire Rescue have 
recently, to varying degrees, 
outsourced their dispatch 
services to Springfield and 
Keene, respectively, due to 
an ongoing shortage of dis-
patchers for Ludlow’s local 
dispatch department. Ac-
cording to Town Manager 
Penny Wu, the dispatch de-
partment would normally 
employ four full-time and 
one or two part-time dis-
patchers for normal, 24/7 
operations. However, cur-
rently, the department em-
ploys only two full-time 
dispatchers, and finding 
personnel to fill the open 

positions has proven chal-
lenging, according to Wu.
  The Ludlow Police De-

partment’s dispatch services 
will be handled by Spring-
field’s dispatch department 
from 7 p.m. – 7 a.m. nightly, 
while Ludlow Fire Rescue’s 
dispatch will be provided 
entirely by Keene Mutual 
Aid in Keene, N.H.
  Dispatcher Staci Bishop 

explained to the board at its 
Sept. 21 meeting that morale 
among Ludlow’s dispatchers 
has been low for nearly all 
of 2026 due to a perception 
among department person-
nel that the continued ex-
istence of the department 
is in question, and that the 
difficulty in recruitment and 
retention is exacerbated by 

a lack of assurance that dis-
patchers’ jobs will exist past 
June of 2027. When board 
Vice Chair Justin Hyjek stat-
ed that the dispatch depart-
ment was funded through 
fiscal year 2027, Bishop 
claimed that this was the 
first time she or any of the 
dispatchers had been told of 
this fact.
  Additionally, Bishop 

claimed, “It’s been the push 
from [Fire Chief Ben Wha-
len] since he started to get 
rid of” the dispatch depart-
ment, alleging that commu-
nication and emails from 
dispatchers to the fire de-
partment have frequently 
gone unanswered.
  When Hyjek thanked 

Bishop for her “candor,” a 

testy exchange followed in 
which Bishop accused the 
board of holding execu-
tive sessions during which 
it discussed disbanding the 
dispatch department. Hyjek 
denied the accusations and 
admonished Bishop for 
speaking about discussions 
for which she was not pres-
ent, adding, “We’ve had two 
resignations, we’ve had two 
notices given, we’ve had to 
discuss other personnel mat-
ters, so you can infer what 
those meetings were.”
  At its next meeting on 

Oct. 5, the board approved 
allowing the outsourcing of 
dispatch services to Spring-
field and Keene, with Wu 
telling the board that she 
would like to reevaluate the 

arrangement on a quarterly 
basis. Due to the agreements 
with Springfield and Keene, 
Ludlow will continue to 
have dispatch services for its 
police, fire, and ambulance 
departments on a round-
the-clock basis.
  Also on Oct. 5, the board 

approved the request of the 
Side Hill Cronchers Snow-
mobile Club to utilize cer-
tain portions of public roads 
in town as part of its trail 
network. While the board 
approves a nearly identical 
list each year, in 2025, a land-
owner withdrew permission 
from the club for use of her 
land, leading the club to re-
quest use of a portion of 

Ludlow partially outsources dispatch services

BY PAULA BENSON

LONDONDERRY, Vt. –
Carole Moody-Reed grew up 
in East Longmeadow, Mass., 
where she would disappear 
into the quarries that her 
great-grandfather owned for 
hours, making her mother 
sick with worry that she had 
perhaps drowned.
  Reed’s great-grandfather 

was one of the first settlers 
of East Longmeadow and 
owned acres of farmland 
and several quarries. As kids, 
Reed and her brother would 

explore the quarries; her 
brother would fish, and Reed 
would wander off to find in-
teresting rocks and stones. 
Other times, she visited by 
herself, sometimes even in 
the dark.
  “Ever since I was little, I’ve 

always loved rocks and min-
erals, just nature, period,” 
Reed recounted, adding, “I 
have always had a thing for 
the moon.”
  Now living in Vermont 

with her husband, Matthew, 
Reed is the owner of a new 
shop at 2046 North Main 

Street in Londonderry: The 
Vermont Moon Crystal. 
Specializing in healing crys-
tals, tarot cards, herbs, and 
metaphysical supplies, the 
store allows Reed to combine 
her interest and experience 
in metaphysical studies with 
her passion for helping peo-
ple through their own jour-
neys into that realm.
  Reed previously owned 

stores in Connecticut and 
Massachusetts, and her goal 
has always been to guide cus-
tomers to whatever it is they 
are searching for. Reed feels 

strongly that, no matter what 
anyone is going through, 
they are in a better place by 
the time they leave her shop.
  Over the years, Reed said, 

she has met “a lot of custom-
ers who came in looking for 
something, who were upset 
and maybe going through 
[a difficult time]. I still think 
about those people,” she ad-
mitted.
  Reed’s mission at The 

Vermont Moon Cystal is 
to create a space where ev-
eryone can feel calm and 
untroubled. “Regardless of 

whether you are spiritual or 
not, whatever your thoughts 
are,” Reed said, “I want peo-
ple to come in here and feel 
welcome.”
  Eventually, Reed plans to 

build out the upstairs space 
to hold tarot and palm read-
ings, workshops, and com-
munity gatherings. A more 
distant future plan involves 
something even bigger. “My 
dream is to have a retreat 
[property],” Reed confessed. 
“I want a house, and [either] 

Discover your magic at The Vermont Moon Crystal

See DERRY on Page 2

See LUDLOW on Page 2

See CRYSTAL on Page 2
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Mac, Cortland, Honeycrisp, Mutsu, 
Gala, Macoun, Northern Spy, Russel

Pick Your Own

Senior Citizen Discount  •  Open Daily 9am - 5pm
Westminster Heights Rd. to Orchard Hill Rd.

5 Mins from Exit 5, I-91  •  Follow Signs  •  Westminster, VT

APPLES

Open from 
9 am - 5 pm everyday

Town Hall
37 S Depot St.

Zoom link for presentation available 
by emailing ELadd@Ludlow.vt.us

Questions? Contact: Erin Ladd, 
Director of Planning & Zoning 
Email: ELadd@Ludlow.vt.us
Direct Line: 802-228-4870

Drop in anytime:
4:00-6:00pm

Formal Presentation:
5:00-5:30pm

Friday,
October 16

Ludlow 
Village 
Vision 
Plan

Ludlow
VERMONT

The Town of Ludlow is 
developing a master plan 
for the Village that will address 
transportation, housing and economic 
opportunities for our community.
Consultants have developed draft 
recommendations to improve village vitality, 
and want your feedback!

Come to the FEEDBACK SESSION, Friday, October 
16 from 4:00-6:00 at Town Hall. During the drop-in 

period, you can expect to spend 10-20 minutes 
reviewing the recommendations, answering 

interactive questions and talking with members 
of the project team. There will be a formal 

presentation from 5:00-5:30 to explain 
the proposed recommendations, with an 

option to join via zoom.

Light refreshments will be provided!

Learn more about the project and 
additional ways to participate at 
arcg.is/1yqLm8: 

BRICK & MORTAR ON MAIN
ANTIQUES, VINTAGE AND UNIQUE FINDS

MARK LUND (802) 289-2130
NIKKI LUND (802) 289-2140

209-223 MAIN STREET
CHARLESTOWN, NH 03604

brickandmortaronmain@gmail.com

Full-Service Bookkeeping • Payroll Services
Budgeting/Reporting • Fractional CFO Services

Flexible Rates Based Upon Need
30+ Years of Experience

www.catamountaccountingfinance.com
415-786-7751 • Springfield, VT

moon circles, and classes to 
make bracelets, necklaces, 
or to create intention bottles. 
Reed has many unique, fun, 
and creative ideas swirling 
around in her head beneath 
long, silver locks. She had 
to laugh at herself as she re-
vealed her impatience at the 
pace at which these things 
come together.
  Reed said customers 

and neighbors that have 
come into the shop since 
she opened in August have 
all been kind and welcom-
ing. Many visitors passing 
through town stopped in 
impromptu after spotting 
the sign with its peaceful 
half-moon logo advertising 
“Crystals – Jewelry – Well-
ness – Gifts.”
  “I love when people just 

come in and wander around,” 
Reed remarked. “Even if it’s 
not their cup of tea, maybe 
they will tell a friend.”
  As an admitted empath, 

Reed said she can feel some-
one’s energy when they walk 
through the door, and that 
can be exhausting by day’s 
end. “I have people come in 
and they don’t know why,” 
said Reed. “Others come in 
and say, ‘I want to find love.’”
  Reed instructs them to 

go to the stones, close their 
eyes, and think about what 
they want to attract into their 
lives. Once they find their 
intention, she asks that they 
open their eyes, go to the 
stone that the eye is drawn 
to, and “let it know what they 
are looking for.”
  The Vermont Moon Crys-

tal is open Tuesday through 
Saturday, from 10 a.m. – 6 
p.m., and Sunday, from 11 
a.m. – 6 p.m. You can visit 
them online at www.thever-
montmooncrystal.com.

out, look out at the moun-
tains, and do yoga. I just 
want a nice, calm, peaceful 
place for everybody.”
  There, Reed would host 

groups for larger workshop 
events such as herb classes, 
meditation, sound baths, 

cabins, or a motel, with 
acreage. I want a garden 
area where people can sit 
around a fire pit. I want a 
place where people can go 

CRYSTAL
From Page 1

Godfrey Road. Accord-
ing to a presentation given 
by Assistant Trail Master 
Kevin Berge, without use 
of the requested portion of 
Godfrey Road, the state-
wide trail network would 
become noncontiguous, 
which Berge intimated 
would result in lost rev-
enue for Ludlow and the 
surrounding area due to 
snowmobilers losing ac-
cess or finding other, un-
restricted areas in which 
to ride. Berge also said 
the club would place ad-
ditional signage notifying 
riders of the speed limit 
and the fact that the af-
fected portion of Godfrey 

Road is a “sensitive area.”
  Resident Peter Jenkins 

rose to oppose the approval, 
telling the board his house is 
“20 feet from snowmobiles 
racing by at all hours of the 
day and night, not obey-
ing the speed limit.” Jenkins 
also reminded club Presi-
dent John Murphy that he 
was told before last year’s 
season that use of Godfrey 
Road would be temporary, 
and that the club would in-
vestigate alternate ways to 
keep the trails connected. 
Murphy detailed some of the 
things he has attempted, but 
admitted he has ultimately 
been unsuccessful in rectify-
ing the situation. “We don’t 
love riding on the roads,” 
Murphy said, but due to 
the circumstances and what 
they are, we need to use 

Godfrey Road to keep our 
trail intact.”
  Jenkins implored the se-

lectboard to visit Godfrey 
Road and inspect the dam-
age he believes is caused by 
snowmobiles prior to ap-
proving use of the road, as 
did resident Kevin Kuntz, 
who said he allows the club 
to utilize a portion of his 
land, but sympathizes with 
Jenkins, and feels that snow-
mobilers create additional 
hazards on the road.
  Ultimately, the board ap-

proved the club’s full list of 
requested roads, including 
the disputed portion of God-
frey Road.
  The Ludlow Selectboard 

meets on the first Monday 
of each month, at 6 p.m., in 
the Ludlow Town Hall audi-
torium.

LUDLOW
From Page 1

since it was part of a salary 
discussion, it could. Ameden 
did not agree, and felt that 
the budget portion should 
have been in open meeting. 
  The room questioned why 

there was such an increase in 
need for help. It was report-
ed that the biggest task that 
needs to be completed, by 
state statute, is the digitiza-
tion of all public records, in-
cluding land maps, surveys, 
birth and death records, and 
marriage licenses. These pa-
per records date back to the 
1700s, when Londonderry 
was founded, and digitiza-
tion could take years to com-
plete.
  Town Clerk Allison Mari-

no further stated that part of 
the statute requires the town 
to keep these documents 
forever, and that some of the 
ink on the older documents 
is fading, so they need to be 
digitized before the town 
loses them. 
  Some of these tasks were 

neglected over time, or were 
started but not completed at 
the rate they needed to be. 
Prouty noted that some of 
the work predates everyone 
on the board today. 
  “The work George is do-

ing is hugely beneficial, be-
cause of her skills,” expressed 
Prouty. He felt it made more 
sense “to work with a profes-
sional that can help us make 
up some of that lost ground.”
  Mora, who was in atten-

dance, invited anyone inter-
ested in taking a tour of the 

vault, or visiting the town of-
fice, to see what needs to be 
done and how much the em-
ployees do day to day. 
  Ameden then continued 

the conversation from the 
previous meeting to recon-
vene the Williams Dam Ad-
visory Committee. Prouty 
and Leanne Alexander 
agreed, adding that it seemed 
as though the town has 
enough information about 
removing the dam, but not 
enough understanding on 
what it will take in terms of 
the scope of work and funds 
needed to repair the dam. 
  Cavanagh voiced that the 

board had previously dis-
cussed holding a bond vote 
at Town Meeting, but if it 
reconvenes the committee, 
it would not have time to 
present the bond vote, and 
it would “kick the can down 
the road for another year.”
  Ameden countered, ex-

pressing that he felt getting 
the information out is more 
important at this point, so 
everyone can make an edu-
cated decision on what they 
want to do.
  Earlier in the meeting, the 

opportunity to work with 
Ron Rhodes on the grant 
with Weston was brought 
back to light by a resident 
in attendance. Considering 
the town could apply for the 
grant for engineering designs 
for the removal of the dam, 
and it would not be obligated 
to move forward with it, he 
felt the town had nothing to 
lose. Cavanagh concurred, 
and confirmed that the town 
has until March to make a 
decision on the grant oppor-

tunity. 
  A majority of those in 

attendance agreed that 
they needed a breakdown 
of each option, including 
the costs for each option, 
in order to move forward 
with a decision for the 
dam. 
  Prouty recommended 

keeping the topic on the 
agenda, and suggested 
that having a contrac-
tor develop the scope of 
work may be the most 
accurate first step to take. 
He also expressed that 
the committee would be 
helpful in compiling the 
information, searching 
for new available grants, 
and reaching out to the se-
lectboard for assistance in 
tasks it feels it cannot han-
dle alone. The committee 
could make a presentation 
to the town based on new 
information it compiles, 
including potential un-
intended consequences, 
such as how the cost of 
homeowners flood insur-
ance could increase if the 
dam is removed.
  Ameden voiced that 

anyone on the previous 
committee that wanted to 
be on the new, or recon-
vened, committee would 
be welcome. Prouty iter-
ated that the board would 
not want the committee 
to redo any work that has 
already been done, but to 
build on its previous find-
ings to update the towns-
people. 
  “I think this is the right 

step,” said resident and 
previous dam committee 
member Rachel Febbie. 
“To get everybody the 
information so they can 
make the decision that is 
right for them...I thank 
you for that.” 
  In other news, it was an-

nounced that the bulletin 
board is up at the South 
Londonderry Library, and 
the board approved it as 
its third physical location 
for posting official notices, 
while also removing the 
South Londonderry Post 
Office from the official 
physical locations.
  Sections of Main Street 

and Middletown Road 
will see closures on Oct. 
31, from 4:30-7 p.m., for 
the annual trunk-or-treat. 
West River Road will be 
closed on Nov. 1, from 
10:30 a.m. – 1 p.m., for a 
Running of the Dead 5K 
event. 
  The Londonderry Se-

lectboard meets on the 
first and third Mondays 
of each month, at 6 p.m., 
at the town office and on 
Zoom. 

DERRY
From Page 1 LUDLOW, Vt. – What 

should the future of Lud-
low Village look like?
  The Town of Ludlow is 

inviting residents, busi-
ness owners, property 
owners, and visitors to 
help answer that ques-
tion at a community open 
house on Friday, Oct. 16, 
from 4-6 p.m., at Ludlow 
Town Hall, 37 South De-
pot Street.
  The Village Vision Plan 

is a master plan for Lud-
low Village focused on 
transportation, housing, 
economic opportunities, 
and the overall vitality of 
the village. Project con-
sultants have prepared 
draft recommendations, 
and the town is seeking 
community input before 
the plan is finalized.
  “This plan is about the 

future of our village, so 
it’s important that it re-

flects the priorities of the 
people who live, work, own 
businesses, and spend time 
here,” said Erin Ladd, Lud-
low’s director of planning 
and zoning. “Whether you 
can spare 10 minutes or stay 
for the whole evening, your 
feedback will make a real 
difference.”
  Attendees can drop in 

anytime during the two-
hour open house. Most peo-
ple will need just 10 to 20 
minutes to review the rec-
ommendations, answer in-
teractive questions, and talk 
with members of the project 
team. From 5-5:30 p.m., the 
team will give a formal pre-
sentation on the proposed 
recommendations. Light re-
freshments will be provided.
  The Village Vision Plan 

is funded through a Better 
Connections grant, a part-
nership between the Ver-
mont Agency of Transpor-

tation, Vermont Agency of 
Commerce and Community 
Development, and Vermont 
Agency of Natural Resourc-
es. The program supports 
community planning that 
brings together transporta-
tion, land use, economic 
vitality, and resilience to 
strengthen Vermont’s down-
towns and village centers.
  Anyone who cannot at-

tend in person can join the 5 
p.m. presentation via Zoom 
by emailing ELadd@ludlow.
vt.us for the link.
  Project information, up-

dates, and ways to partici-
pate are available through 
the Ludlow Village Vision 
Plan StoryMap, which is 
available on the Ludlow 
Planning & Zoning homep-
age.
  For more information, 

contact Ladd at 802-228-
4870 or ELadd@ludlow.
vt.us.

Ludlow Village Vision Plan

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
Right for Vermont Foun-
dation will hold a free 
public information ses-
sion concerning Propos-
al 3, which would add 
a collective bargaining 
provision to Vermont’s 

Constitution, on Tuesday, 
Oct. 20, from 6-7:30 p.m., 
at the Fullerton Inn and 
Restaurant in Chester. The 
sessions will be hosted by 
Clara Morrison, executive 
director of the Right for 
Vermont Foundation, and 

Alison Despathy, a member 
of the foundation’s advisory 
board.
  All sessions are free and 

open to the public. Each 
session will include a pre-
sentation followed by time 
for questions.

Proposal 3 information session 
in Chester
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OCC UPONUPON
CONTEST

The Rules
Participants must complete the Crossword or the Sudoku puzzle and mail 
this page to The Vermont Journal, PO Box 228, Ludlow, VT 05149. Must be 
received by Friday, Oct. 23, 2026. Limit one submission per person.

One participant will be selected by random drawing, and can choose one 
coupon from participating businesses on this puzzle page. Coupons are not 
valid until one is chosen by drawing winner. Coupon of choice will expire on 
November 30, 2026, and will be mailed to the winner.

The answers to the puzzles and winner will be published the following week.
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COUPON OF CHOICE:            
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GussiesPlace@vermontel.net  |  www.GussiesPlace.com  |  Facebook

Boarding Daycare
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802-722-4200
6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158

Open Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:00, Closed Weekends

AUTO REPAIRS
AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION

97 Pleasant Street, Claremont

$75 Gift Certificate – Expires Nov. 30, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY – NOT VALID

Maebelline’s
Breakfast 
& Lunch

802-885-2600

12 Clinton Street
Springfield, VT

$75 Gift Certificate – Expires Nov. 30, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY – NOT VALID

$75 Gift Certificate – Expires Nov. 30, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY – NOT VALID

802.345.9241  |  Mzacarias.10@gmail.com
571 VT-103, Chester  |  Next to One Credit Union

Find us on Facebook and Instagram
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Heath Anderson
802-463-8190 / 802-289-0955

$75 Gift Certificate – Expires Nov. 30, 2026
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Community Owned Since 1992

6 Main St. Suite 1, Springfield, VT
802-885-3663

www.springfieldfood.coop

Open to All!

$75 Gift Certificate – Expires Nov. 30, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY – NOT VALID

Helie’s Carpets, LLC
FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS

Let us Floor You - Our Prices Won’t!
603-542-9979

www.heliescarpetnh.com
281 Washington Street,  Claremont, NH
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health & community

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

Don’t forget, 
we offer Free Rx delivery... 

and anything else you need, too! 

welcomes Vinnie Stoodley and 
Connie Taylor to the Springfield Team!

Connie Taylor | I live in Vermont with my Army veteran 
husband and our four fur-babies. I have a close-knit 
family, with most of my immediate family in upstate New 
York or New England. I enjoy spending time with family 
and friends, cooking, reading, puzzles, listening to the 

Grateful Dead, traveling, and spending time outdoors with 
my dog.

I decided to become a pharmacist because I wanted to work in healthcare. I 
was always good at math and science in school, and I’m a people-person. 
Community pharmacists are some of the most accessible and approachable 
healthcare providers, with a connection to their local communities and the 
opportunity to help people manage their healthcare.

Vinnie Stoodley | I was born and raised right in the 
Springfield area, only leaving to go to Albany for the 
six-year pharmacy program. Now, I’m building my own 
family in the same community with my wife, Brittany, and 

son, Cole. I’m an avid hunter and fisher when it’s in season 
and love skateboarding all year round.

I always had a strong aptitude for math and anatomy, so 
pharmacy felt like a great intersection of my skills, along with the high impact it 
can have on the community. I also really value the team approach and 
supportive culture.

Learn More

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use 
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT 
AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or 
use of cannabis may carry signi� cant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law. 
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The e� ects of edible cannabis may be 
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience 
harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the 
in� uence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.

7 Pineview Drive, Chester • 802-875-WEED
DownToTheRootsVT.com • ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

VALUE MENU MONDAYS & TUESDAYS
Specials on a variety of products    

MINI GOLF FRIDAYS (ACROSS THE STREET)
FREE mini golf with DTTR receipt, 5-7pm

RESTOCK & RECHARGE WEEKENDS
Shop w/ FREE cup of co� ee/tea/hot chocolate 

LOYALTY REWARDS & EVERYDAY DISCOUNTS  
*Check our website for all details*

Your Neighborhood Shop for Savings                                              
Home of VT’s Freshest Flower using

S P R I N G F I E L D , 
Vt. – Join Spring-
field yoga teacher Jo 
Bregnard in person 
or online from the 
Springfield Unitarian 
Universalist Meeting-
house, 21 Fairground 
Road in Springfield, 
Vt., for a gentle, acces-
sible practice inspired 
by the wisdom of fall 
in Chinese energetics.
  Release & Realign 

classes meet on Fri-
days, Oct. 23-Dec. 18, 

from 10-11 a.m., (no class 
Nov. 27) for eight weeks. 
All are welcome, no yoga 
experience is necessary.
  “First, we’ll discharge the 

excess energy that leaves 
us jumping from one thing 
to another and unable to 
focus,” Bregnard said, de-
scribing her classes. “We’ll 
tune in to our breath, then 
we’ll move through some 
shapes designed to settle 
the jitters and slow the 
mind-roll so we can recon-
nect with the rhythm of the 

natural world around us. 
Autumn trees teach us to 
let go, so we’ll explore dis-
cerning what to release – 
like doom scrolling – and 
what to keep as we head 
toward winter.”
  Most of the practice will 

be on the floor – or in a 
chair, if that’s preferred – 
where attendees can discov-
er the stillness of yin yoga 
and the support of props 
for restorative postures, 
balancing out dynamic 
“yang” daily activities. In 
the meantime, Bregnard 
will offer tips for settling, 
techniques for nervous sys-
tem soothing, and tools for 
improving mobility.
  “We want to be able to 

focus when it’s work time, 
rest when needed, and play 
like a kid afterwards,” she 
said.
  Come to the Unitarian 

Universalist Meetinghouse 
to attend classes in per-
son, or tune in live online 
via Zoom. All registrants 
get access to recordings 
to access on their own 
schedules. Pay upfront or 
with a payment plan, pay-
what-you-wish, or drop in 
to individual sessions. For 
complete details and to 
register, visit studio.jobreg-
nard.com/product/96156.
  As an added bonus, those 

who register for the full se-
ries and attend in person 
will receive a set of props to 
keep: a mat, a pair of blocks, 
a strap, an eye pillow, a yoga 
wedge, and a neck pillow, 
while supplies last.
  For more information, 

email jo@jobregnard.com.

Release and realign this fall 
with gentle yoga

LONDONDERRY, 
Vt . – N e i g h b o r -
hood Connections is 
pleased to announce 
an important event in 
its Soup and Sandwich 
Series. On Thursday, 
Oct. 20, from 11:30 
a.m. – 1 p.m., Dr. 
Kendra LaRoche, ex-
ecutive director of the 
Special Needs Support 
Center (SNSC), will 
be the guest speaker at 
Neighborhood Con-
nections, 5700 Ver-
mont Route 100. She 
is the creator of the 
Disability Awareness 
and De-escalation 
Training program. She 
is offering continu-
ing education credit 
for all attendees who 
may benefit from it. 
We welcome all emer-
gency responders, but 
all are welcome.
  Emergency respond-

ers are often the first 
to assist individuals 

with disabilities in times 
of stress or crisis. The Dis-
ability Awareness and De-
escalation Training helps 
police, fire, and EMT per-
sonnel build awareness, 
empathy, and skills needed 
to respond safely and effec-
tively. The program will also 
be very helpful for private 
citizens who are working 
with emotionally challenged 
individuals.
  The course links evi-

dence-based de-escalation 
strategies with an under-
standing of how the brain 
processes emotion and 
stress. Through interactive 
instruction and real-world 
scenarios, participants learn 
techniques for emotional 
regulation, validation, and 
active listening, while gain-
ing practical insight into 
mental health; and intel-
lectual, developmental, and 
learning disabilities. The 
training also introduces 
SNIP communication tools 
that support clear, respect-

ful, and person-centered 
interactions.
  Upon completion, partici-

pants will be able to identify 
visible and invisible disabili-
ties and understand how 
they affect behavior and 
communication; apply de-
escalation strategies using 
validation, empathy, and ac-
tive listening; recognize the 
neurological connection be-
tween emotion, stress, and 
behavior; use communica-
tion boards and SNIP iden-
tification tools to improve 
safety and understanding 
during emergency encoun-
ters; and reflect on past ex-
periences to strengthen pro-
fessional judgment in future 
situations.
  For more information or 

to RSVP, please call Neigh-
borhood Connections at 
802-824-4343 to reserve a 
spot. For questions about 
the program, contact Su-
zanne Burge at 802-824-
4343 or Suzanne@ncver-
mont.org.

Disability Awareness and 
De-escalation Training

BRATTLEBORO, Vt. –
Health Care & Rehabilita-
tion Services (HCRS) has 
been approved for $3.6 mil-
lion in grant funding from 
the Vermont Department 
of Mental Health to develop 
a new mental health urgent 
care center in Brattleboro, 
creating a community-
based option for adults and 
youth experiencing mental 
health, substance use, and 
co-occurring crises.
  HCRS plans to begin of-

fering 24/7 walk-in mental 
health urgent care services 
in January 2027, with addi-
tional components coming 
online as implementation 
progresses. The project will 
also expand residential sta-
bilization capacity for chil-
dren and youth, with four 
short-term residential beds 
planned as part of the ini-
tiative.
  The new center will 

address a critical gap in 
southeastern Vermont’s cri-
sis continuum: a therapeu-
tic place for people to go 
when they need more sup-
port than can be provided 
through Mobile Crisis, but 
emergency department or 
inpatient care may not be 
necessary.
  “For years, we have 

worked to ensure that peo-
ple experiencing a mental 
health or substance-use cri-
sis have a place to call and 
someone who can respond. 

This new funding allows 
us to build the next criti-
cal piece: a safe, therapeutic 
place to go when someone 
needs more support,” said 
HCRS CEO Anne Bilodeau. 
  The mental health ur-

gent care center will pro-
vide adults and youth 
with peer support, crisis 
intervention and stabiliza-
tion, medical support, care 
coordination, assessment, 
and connection to ongoing 
services. The center will 
also support individuals 
experiencing co-occurring 
mental health and sub-
stance use conditions. The 
center is specifically de-
signed for mental health 
and substance use crisis 
care and is not intended to 
replace emergency medi-
cal care for physical health 
emergencies.
  Four short-term crisis 

stabilization beds will be 
dedicated to children and 
youth who need a safe, 
therapeutic level of support 
but do not require inpatient 
psychiatric hospitalization.
  The center will oper-

ate in close coordination 
with 988, HCRS’ Mobile 
Crisis services, local hos-
pitals, outpatient providers, 
schools, peer support or-
ganizations, first respond-
ers, housing providers, and 
other community partners. 
HCRS will work with re-
gional partners to establish 

referral pathways, warm 
handoffs, and coordinated 
follow-up to help individu-
als move more seamlessly 
between levels of care.
  The initiative responds 

to needs identified through 
HCRS’ Community Needs 
Assessment and regional 
crisis data, including high 
emergency-department 
utilization, barriers to 
timely crisis stabilization, 
and the need for addi-
tional community-based 
alternatives. Southeastern 
Vermont has experienced 
particularly high emer-
gency department utiliza-
tion associated with mental 
health crises, underscoring 
the need for another option 
for individuals who require 
immediate support but not 
hospital-level care.
  HCRS is currently work-

ing to finalize leased space 
in Brattleboro for the 
Center. Over the coming 
months, HCRS will prepare 
the facility, recruit and train 
staff, develop operational 
workflows, and continue 
coordinating with commu-
nity partners in prepara-
tion for the January launch. 
The new center is expected 
to create approximately 34 
positions. Visit the www.
hcrs.org career page for 
more information.
  Additional information 

about the center, including 
its location, access, avail-
able services, and referral 
processes, will be shared as 
implementation progresses.

HCRS new mental health 
urgent care center
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OBITUARIES: 
A 200-word obituary 

is $100, and $0.60 per 
word thereafter. A 

photo is an additional 
$20. Email to editor@
vermontjournal.com 
by Monday at 12 p.m.

CHURCH 
SERVICES: 

We run Church 
Services on an 

alternating schedule. 
Subject to space. All 
services are posted 

online at www.
VermontJournal.com.

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will 
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. 

Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 81081XEL

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
81081XEL    separately $323.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

SAVE 60%

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete – Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

800-562-3845 – 603-542-9595 – sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743 

New Hampshire and Vermont’s Largest Auto Recycler!!!

(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH

Veteran Owned & OperatedVeteran Owned & Operated

Jobsite - Homesite - Campsite
We Deliver - Where You Want It - When You Want It

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC.  Osaic Wealth is separately 
owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

Derek Karner
802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

Formerly Huntley Financial Services

In memory of Brenda Lee Hill (Luther)

On Oct. 16, it will be 44 years that she 
has been gone. I miss her and 

love her, she will never 
be forgotten. 

Love always, 
Arlene 

       (Sam)

HILTON HEAD IS-
LAND, S.C. – Tina Phyl-
lis Weinberg Rosen passed 
peacefully on Oct. 4, 2026, 
at the age of 77. Born on 
Valentine’s Day, 1949, in 
Bronx, N.Y., Tina was a 
print and runway model, 
fashionista, entrepre-
neur, dog lover, and proud 
mother and grandmother. 
While Tina would joke, 
“You can take the girl out 
of the Bronx…,” she made 
Ludlow, Vt., her home for 
30 years, including as a ski 
instructor at Okemo Moun-
tain, and her beloved cloth-
ing boutique, Tina’s Fun 
Stuff to Wear.
  She is survived by her 

husband and retired physi-
cian, Jeff; her older son and 
tech executive, Josh, and 
his wife, Erin Morgan; her 

younger son, entertainment 
attorney and film producer 
Jeremy, who still calls Lud-
low home; and her grand-
daughter, Hazel Mae. Tina 
will be buried at Riverside 
Cemetery in Woodstock, 
Vt. We will forever hold our 
Valentine Girl in our hearts.

Tina Rosen, 1949-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LEBANON, N.H. – Dart-
mouth Health Children’s, 
the region’s most compre-
hensive pediatric health 
system, has received a phil-
anthropic investment of $30 
million from entrepreneur 
and visionary child-health 
leader Tom Golisano. In 
recognition of this gift, 
Children’s Hospital at Dart-
mouth Hitchcock Medical 
Center, the only children’s 
hospital in New Hamp-
shire, will be renamed to 
Golisano Children’s Hos-
pital at Dartmouth Health 
in perpetuity. This is the 
largest philanthropic gift 
Dartmouth Health has ever 
received and will be a cata-
lyst for growing capabilities 
by enhancing the workforce 
and accelerating priority 
projects to modernize criti-
cal spaces at the children’s 
hospital, and to expand ser-
vices at Dartmouth Health 
Children’s clinics in south-
ern New Hampshire.
  “It is with great pride that 

I provide this important in-
vestment to the Children’s 
Hospital at Dartmouth 
Hitchcock Medical Center, 
marking its transition to a 
Golisano Children’s Hos-
pital and welcoming them 

into the Golisano Children’s 
Alliance,” said Golisano. 
“This investment is intend-
ed to elevate pediatric care 
by advancing services and 
building a new, modern 
intensive care nursery and 
pediatric intensive care unit 
to address the needs of the 
sickest babies and children 
and their families. With this 
shared vision, the hospital 
will strengthen its position 
in pediatric medicine, pro-
viding life-changing care of 
the highest quality with dig-
nity to children and their 
families.”
  In 2025, Golisano 

launched the Golisano 
Children’s Alliance, a na-
tional initiative that pro-
vides strategic funding and 
brings together children’s 
hospitals across the United 
States to elevate pediatric 
care by expanding services, 
strengthening collabora-
tion, and ensuring that 
children and families have 
access to the highest qual-
ity medical attention close 
to home.
  This investment will drive 

a leading-edge, complete 
renovation of the critical 
care units at the children’s 
hospital in Lebanon, N.H. 

It will support the construc-
tion of newly designed and 
fully equipped state-of-the-
art individual patient and 
family rooms in the inten-
sive care nursery, while a 
transformation and expan-
sion of the hospital’s pediat-
ric critical care unit will cre-
ate a more functional space 
for the region’s most acutely 
ill and injured pediatric 
patients, bringing the top-
tier standards of the high-
est specialty care to more 
children and families than 
ever before in the hospital’s 
history.
  “I have profound grati-

tude to Tom Golisano for 
his generous investment in 
children and families across 
our region,” said Keith J. 
Loud, physician-in-chief 
of Dartmouth Health Chil-
dren’s. “We are honored to 
join the Golisano Children’s 
Alliance and excited to col-
laborate with such a select 
group of leading children’s 
hospitals to share knowl-
edge that allows all of us to 
deliver the best care, where 
it matters most – close to 
home.”
  “This gift will acceler-

ate the growth of pediatric 
healthcare in the ways our 

communities need it most: 
reimagined neonatal and 
critical care facilities, an ex-
pansion of pediatric special-
ty services closer to home, 
and new ways to connect 
our rural health system to 
a national network of excel-
lence,” said Dr. Joanne M. 
Conroy, CEO and president 
of Dartmouth Health. “At 
its core, it ensures we will 
always meet families where 
they are, in their most dif-
ficult moments, with both 
expertise and compassion. 
We are honored to carry the 
Golisano name forward in 
service of our shared mis-
sion.”
  This announcement is 

part of a recent $225 million 
investment by Golisano, 
which includes five other 
children’s hospitals joining 
the alliance: Children’s Min-
nesota, Johns Hopkins All 
Children’s, Renown Health, 
Children’s Hospital Colora-
do, and Vanderbilt Health’s 
Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s 
Hospital. The addition of 
these hospitals brings the 
total number of Golisano 
Children’s Alliance hospi-
tals to 21 across the U.S., 
past the halfway mark to-
ward Golisano’s goal of 40.

Dartmouth Health Children’s joins 
Golisano Children’s Alliance

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
Immanuel Episcopal Church, 20 Church St.
Services are held most Sundays at 10 a.m., in person. 
Please join us. All are welcome. For more information 
go to Facebook @ImmanuelEppiscopalChurch or to our 
website www.immanuelepiscopal.org.

Living Hope Assembly of God, 582 Rockingham Rd.
Pastor Brenda Farkas welcomes all to Sunday worship at 
10 a.m., the message at 10 a.m. Livestreaming available 
at 10:30 a.m., at Living Hope Fellowship Facebook 
page and the Living Hope Fellowship YouTube channel. 
Services can also be found at www.sapatv.org and 
www.fact8tv.com.

CAVENDISH, VT.
St. James United Methodist Church, 570 Main St.
Please join us Sundays, at 8:45 a.m. All are welcome. 
For more information, go to www.facebook.com/
stjamesumcproctorsville.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H.
North Charlestown United Methodist Church, 471 
River Rd.
Worship is Sundays at 9 a.m., with pastor Carolyn 
Greenwood. Holy communion is celebrated the fi rst 
Sunday of every month. Call 603-477-6985, or visit 
www.facebook.com/UMCOfNorthCharlestown for more 
information.

CLAREMONT, N.H.
Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church, 99 Sullivan St.
Worship is Sunday at 9:30 a.m. and Wednesday and 
Saturday at 5 p.m. in person. For more information, go 
to www.hroc.org.

LONDONDERRY, VT. 
Second Congregational Church of Londonderry, 
2051 N. Main St.
Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. in person or online. Fill 
out a form at www.2ndcongregationalchurchvt.org to be 
sent a link to the live stream.

PERKINSVILLE, VT.
Bow Baptist Church, 1102 Route 5, Weathersfi eld 
Bow
Sunday services are 10 a.m., 11 a.m., and 6 p.m., and 
Wednesday Bible Study and prayer at 7 p.m. For more 
information, call 802-546-4902. 

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
First Congregational Church, UCC, 77 Main St.
Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in person. Singing 
is encouraged! For more information, call 802-885-
5728, email fccucc@vermontel.net, or go to www.
fi rstchurchspringfi eld.org.

North Springfi eld Baptist Church, 581 Giddings 
Street, North Springfi eld.
All are welcome and invited to join us for worship on 
Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. For more information, 
please email the church offi ce at offi ce@nsbcvt.org, or 
call 802-886-8107. We are handicap accessible.
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CLAREMONT MUNICIPAL CEMETERIES 
FALL MAINTENANCE

All flowers (real & artificial), vases, and/or valuable items 
placed in municipal cemeteries must be removed before 
November 1, 2026. After that date said materials will be 
removed and disposed of by cemetery personnel.

City of Claremont
Department of Public Works

 

 

CLAREMONT MUNICIPAL 
CEMETERIES FALL MAINTENANCE 

All flowers (real & artificial), vases, 
and/or valuable items placed in 
municipal cemeteries must be 

removed before November 1, 2026. 
After that date said materials will be 

removed and disposed of by 
cemetery personnel. 

City of Claremont 
Department of Public Works 

 

Okemo Mountain Road Closed

The upper portion of the Okemo Mountain Road 
from the Base Lodge area to the summit will be closed 
to public access between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, October 17, 2026 and Sunday, October 18, 
2026 for the Killington Sports Car Club Time Trials.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
 
The Mount Ascutney Regional Commission (MARC) 
will hold a third and final public hearings on Monday, 
November 9, 2026, at 12:00 noon in our offices at 38 
Ascutney Park Road in Ascutney, VT on the proposed 
2026 Regional Plan, which is intended to address the 
requirements of Act 181 and will replace the 2022 Regional 
Plan.  The intent of this plan update is to meet the new 
requirements in 24 V.S.A. §4348a as well as to meet the 
requirements of an “Enhanced Energy Plan” in accordance 
with 24 V.S.A. §4352. 
 
The MARC is authorized by the Vermont Municipal 
Planning and Development Act [24 V.S.A. §4348] to 
develop, adopt, and amend a regional plan. The proposed 
2026 Regional Plan includes proposed state designated 
areas (i.e., Centers and Neighborhoods) and proposed Tier 
1B areas that, if approved by the Vermont Land Use Review 
Board, will provide Act 250 exemptions for certain housing 
projects.  The proposed 2026 Regional Plan is available 
for review under the “Publications” section on MARC’s 
website: https://www.marcvt.org/2026-regional-plan.html.   
For more information or to request a hard copy of the draft 
plan, please contact MARC staff at (802) 674-9201.

Recycling Coordinator

Mount Ascutney Regional Commission (MARC) is seeking 
a motivated Recycling Coordinator to support regional 
waste reduction, recycling, and household hazardous waste 
programs for the Southern Windsor/Windham Counties 
Solid Waste Management District.

This position will coordinate recycling initiatives, support 
municipalities and transfer station operators, administer 
household hazardous waste programs, maintain regulatory 
records, assist with special collection events, and provide 
public education and outreach.

Qualifications: a bachelor’s degree in Community 
Development, Environmental Science or similar degree 
preferred. A candidate with no degree but with relevant 
experience will be considered. Strong communication, 
organization, and project management skills are essential. 
Experience in recycling, solid waste management, 
environmental programs, municipal services, or a related 
field is preferred.

Schedule: 30–34 hours/week
Pay: $25-$32/hour, depending on education and experience
Benefits: Eligible for MARC employee benefits

For additional information on the position, go to www.
marcvt.org   

Please email resume and cover letter to:
Thomas Kennedy
Director of Community Development
tkennedy@marcvt.org

Applications must be received by close of business on 
October 30, 2026.

Mount Ascutney Regional Commission is an equal opportunity employer.

TOWN OF READING
The Town of Reading is hiring for the following positions, 
Town Treasurer/Administrative Assistant to the Town 
Assessor. The ideal candidate for this dual role will have 
strong accounting and or bookkeeping qualifications, enjoy 
and have the interpersonal skills to work effectively in a 
team, possess exceptional organizational capabilities, have 
proficiency in multiple computer data platforms, as well as 
the ability to learn industry specific software, and finally, a 
high commitment to providing excellent customer service to 
the taxpayers of the municipality. 

Duties include but are not limited to in the Treasurer’s 
position: Processing payroll and managing all payroll related 
activities, managing all accounts payable and receivable, 
Town related bookkeeping, managing records and reports, 
distributing resident correspondence, and preparing grant 
reimbursements. 

The Assessor’s Administrative Assistant will be responsible 
for maintaining property records, assisting with property 
appraisal and valuation, preparing data for the Grand List, 
taxpayer communications and information, office budget 
management, and general administrative support to the 
Assessor. 

This position will be 32 hours/week initially with some 
schedule flexibility. Compensation will be $24-$28/hr 
commensurate with experience, with the opportunity for 
health insurance benefits. 

Notice To Voters
Absentee Ballots for the Vermont General Election being held 
Tuesday, November 3, 2026, have been mailed by the Secretary 
of State’s Office to all active voters in the Town of Springfield. 
If you do not receive an absentee ballot from the Secretary of 
State’s Office by mid-October, please contact the Town Clerk. 
The deadline for requesting an absentee ballot, if you did 
not receive one, is Monday, November 2, 2026 at 4:30 p.m. 
Absentee ballots may be returned: by using the postage pre-
paid envelope that arrived with your ballot; by hand delivery 
to the Town Clerk’s Office; by depositing into the mail slots, 
when town hall is closed, located in the lower level door that 
faces Main Street or in the door at the top of the outside stairs; 
by bringing it to the polls on November 3rd and depositing it 
into the tabulator. All voted absentee ballots must be received 
by the Town Clerk by the close of polls at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
November 3, 2026. The polls are located at Riverside Middle 
School in the gymnasium and will open on Tuesday, November 
3, 2026 at 8:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m.  Town Clerk’s Office 
will not be open on November 3, 2026.  You may register to 
vote on Election Day at the polls and then proceed to vote on 
that day.  You may also register to vote any time at the Town 
Clerk’s Office or online at https://vote.vermont.gov/public/
dashboard Barbara A. Courchesne, Town Clerk, CVC -  96 
Main Street, Springfield, Vermont  05156 (802) 885-2104 
townclerk@springfieldvt.gov 
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OCT. 16 & 17 –
ACWORTH, N.H. – The 
Female Charitable Society 
of Acworth will hold a 
rummage sale on Friday, 
Oct. 16, from 2-5 p.m., and 
Saturday, Oct. 17, from 9 
a.m. – 2 p.m., at the United 
Church of Acworth, 16 
Town Hall Road. Come find 
treasures, clothes, shoes, 
knickknacks, toys, and so 
much more.

OCT. 16 –
WESTMORELAND, N.H. – 
The internationally acclaimed 
Apple Hill String Quartet 

returns to Westmoreland 
on Friday evening, Oct. 
16, at 7 p.m., in the 
Westmoreland United 
Church, 9 South Village 
Common. Admission is free. 
There will be refreshments 
by Westmoreland Ladies Aid 
following the concert.

OCT. 17 –
S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
The South Londonderry Free 
Library is honoring librarian, 
storyteller, and puppeteer 
Pura Belpré with a puppetry 
workshop on Saturday, Oct. 
17, at 10:30 a.m. Learn 

about this champion of 
bilingual literature and make 
your own mini puppet theater 
with art teacher Casey Junker 
Bailey. This art workshop is 
open to all ages and is free 
of charge, thanks to a grant 
from Vermont Humanities 
and the National Endowment 
for the Arts. Each family will 
also receive a copy of the 
beautifully illustrated book 
“Planting Stories” to keep. 
So, save your empty cereal 
boxes and learn how to turn 
them into charming puppets 
and puppet theaters when 
you come to the library for 
some creative fun. For more 
information about this and 
other programs, visit www.
slflibrary.org or contact the 
library at 802 824-3371.

OCT. 18 –
BRIDGEWATER CORNERS, 
Vt. – On Sunday, Oct. 18, 
at 2 p.m., Roger Allbee, 
author and former Vermont 
Secretary of Agriculture, will 
present a program entitled 
“Turning the Soil: 250 Years 
of Vermont Agriculture,” a 
historical look at changes in 
rural communities, farmers’ 
activities, agricultural 
production, and farm policies 
over a period of more than 

250 years. The presentation 
will comprehensively 
analyze agriculture from the 
grassroots, state, national, 
and global levels. The 
program will be held at the 
Bridgewater Grange Hall, 
129 Route 100A, and is 
free, open to the public, 
and accessible to those with 
disabilities.

OCT. 22 –
LONDONDERRY, Vt. – The 
Second Congregational 
Church of Londonderry, 
2051 North Main Street 
(Vermont Route 11), will 
serve a community lunch 
on Thursday, Oct. 22, at 
12 p.m. The menu will 
be a traditional turkey 
dinner and dessert. Fun, 
fellowship, and great food. 
All are welcome. A free-will 
offering will be gathered. No 
takeout available. For more 
information, call the church 
office at 802-824-6453.

OCT. 23 –
BRATTLEBORO, Vt. – A 
screenplay reading of Alfred 
Hitchcock’s 1955 film “The 
Trouble With Harry” will 
be held on Friday, Oct. 23, 
at 7 p.m., at the Latchis 
Theatre, 50 Main Street. 

For more information or 
to purchase tickets, visit 
www.app.arts-people.
com/?show=363446.

OCT. 24 –
CHESTER, Vt. – The Chester-
Andover Family Center 
will host its Empty Bowls 
fundraiser on Saturday, Oct. 
24, from 4:30-7 p.m., at the 
Chester American Legion, 
635 Vermont Route 103. 
There will be raffles, a live 
auction, delicious soups, and 
tasty treats available.

SUNDAYS –
PLYMOUTH, Vt. – The 
Plymouth Historical Society, 
at the former Plymouth 
Elementary School, will 
be open every Sunday 
afternoon, from 2-4 p.m. 
Watch for the “open” flag.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Catamount Composite 
Squadron of the Civil Air 
Patrol meets Sundays, from 
3:30-5:30 p.m., at Hartness 
Airport in Springfield. 
The Civil Air Patrol is the 
auxiliary unit of the U.S. Air 
Force tasked with the mission 
of supporting America’s 
communities with emergency 
response, diverse aviation 
and ground services, youth 
development, and promotion 
of air, space, and cyber 
power. Cadets as young as 
12 and senior members of 
any age make up this diverse 
group of volunteers.

MONDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Free 
Tobacco Quit class led by 
Sarah Doyle, Mondays, from 
6-7 p.m., at Parks Place, 
44 School Street Extension, 
Bellows Falls. Dinner 
included. Call or text Sarah 
at 802-289-0045 or email 
sdoyle@springfieldmed.org.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Overeaters Anonymous 
12-Step Recovery Program 
is Mondays, from 6-7 p.m., 
at Parks Place, 44 School 
Street Extension in Bellows 
Falls. The program is free, 
and is for anyone suffering 
from obesity, binge eating, 
anorexia, or bulimia. All 
are welcome. For more 
information, call 802-376-
3507, or visit www.oa.org.

WALPOLE, N.H. – Meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous on 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in St. 
John’s Parish Hall, Walpole.

TUESDAYS –
CLAREMONT, N.H. – 
Cribbage is played at the 
Claremont Senior Center, 5 
Acer Heights, on Tuesdays, at 
1 p.m. For more information, 
call 603-543-5998.

CLAREMONT, N.H. – Men’s 

pool games are played every 
Tuesday and Thursday, from 
9 a.m. – 12 p.m., at the 
Claremont Senior Center, 
5 Acer Heights. All men 
are welcome. For more 
information, call 603-543-
5998.

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 
Beginner tai chi classes are 
held at the Westminster 
Institute, 3534 Route 5, on 
Tuesdays, at 10:30 a.m. 
Admission is on a sliding 
scale.

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – Seated 
tai chi classes are held at 
the Westminster Institute, 
3534 Route 5, on Tuesdays, 
at 12:15 p.m. A gentle, 
all-body workout. Admission 
is on a sliding scale. Join 
anytime.

WEDNESDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – A gentle 
yoga flow class with strength 
building with bands and 
body to reconnect to your 
center, build strength, and 
invite ease into your body 
and mind will be held 
Wednesdays, from 9-10 
a.m., at the Black River Valley 
Senior Center, 10 High 
Street. All levels welcome. 
Mats and blocks available. 
Contact Lori Wright at 
loriwright163@gmail.com or 
603-401-8123 to register, or 
with any questions.

THURSDAYS –
WALPOLE, N.H. – 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting, a 
12-step recovery program 
for women who have a 
desire to stop drinking, is 
happening every Thursday 
at 6 p.m. at the St. John’s 
Episcopal Church at the 
corner of Westminster and 
Elm streets in Walpole, N.H. 
For more information, call 
Viva at 802-732-8330.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Genealogy enthusiast 
Wayne Blanchard will be 
at the Rockingham Library 
on Thursdays, from 10:30 
a.m. – 12 p.m. If you own a 
laptop, please bring it along. 
Both beginners and seasoned 
genealogists are welcome. 

LUDLOW, Vt. – Certified 
instructor Helena Wu will 
teach tai chi classes every 
Thursday, from 9-10 a.m., at 
the Black River Valley Senior 
Center, 10 High Street in 
Ludlow. Classes are free, and 
are limited to 10 participants. 
Registration is required. For 
more information, contact 
the Senior Center at 802-
228-7421, or Helena Wu at 
802-289-7369.

FRIDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Fridays from 11 a.m. – 12 
p.m., John Bohannon will 
teach tai chi and qi gong at 
the Rockingham Library in 
Bellows Falls, Vt. No special 
equipment or clothing is 
required.

CHESTER, Vt. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings held 
every Friday at 6:30 p.m. at 
St. Joseph’s Church, located 
at 96 South Main Street 
in Chester. If you have a 
problem with alcohol, this is 
an understanding place to 
come to. 

SATURDAYS –
WESTMORELAND, N.H. –
Books & More Thrift Shoppe, 
9 South Village Common 
behind the brick church, is 
open every Saturday, from 
9 a.m. – 12 p.m., featuring 
a selection of adult, young 
adult, and children’s books; 
games, puzzles, household 
items, office supplies, pet 
items, crafts, fabric, yarns, 
sewing and knitting items, 
small appliances, gardening 
tools, and more; as well as 
a book nook and children’s 
area.
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page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$175 for 13 Weeks • $275 for 26 Weeks • $425 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM
Discover your creative side - Workshops, studio hours, youth 
camps, and private events for everyone!

Ludlow, VT    802-228-8770    www.CreateTogetherVT.org
(12/09/26 - 52)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  VT    802-885-7111   galleryvault.org
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5

Open Wall Call to Artists https://galleryvault.org/open-wall/

Upcoming Workshops 
Dot Mandalas with Antje Rupert Oct. 17
Paint Fall in Watercolor w/ Rob O’Brien Oct. 24
Needle-Felted Holiday Ornaments w/ Lisa Caron Hickey Nov. 7
Raku Pottery w/ Andrew Berends Nov. 7 & 14

Info & sign up: https://galleryvault.org/workshops/
(01/06/27 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
A & J’S TREE SERVICE
No job too big or too small. Also offering general contracting. Free 
Estimates & Fully Insured. “Dangerous Trees are our Specialty.” 
802-376-7000. 
(10/21/26 - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
Navy Seabee Veteran owned. We pride ourselves on customer 
service, and getting the job done right the first time. We are look-
ing to book up our season. Decks, custom tile shower, siding, doors, 
windows, drywall, foundation repair, you name we do it. Check us 
out on Instagram @nedthehammer. Ned Mortensen, cell 802-376-
3275, edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.
(03/17/27 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(11/11/26 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(08/11/27 - TFN - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
39 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(11/18/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(04/07/27 - 26)

Town of Londonderry, Vermont
Notice of Ordinance Adoption

The Town of Londonderry Selectboard hereby gives notice 
pursuant to 24 V.S.A. 1972(a)(1) that on October 5, 2026, the 
Board voted to amend the Itinerant Vendor Ordinance.

In summary, the Itinerant Vendor Ordinance amendment 
regulates itinerant vendors to ensure the health and 
safety of the public, property owners and vendors in the 
course of doing business in Londonderry, by streamlining 
the process to obtain a permit and to approve a permit.   
This amendment supersedes the prior Itinerant Vendor 
Ordinance. 

The complete text of the Itinerant Vendor Ordinance can be 
examined on the Town’s web site (www.londonderryvt.gov) 
or at the Londonderry Town Clerk’s office, 100 Old School 
Street, South Londonderry, VT 05155. Questions or comments 
regarding this proposed ordinance can be directed to Town 
Administrator Aileen Tulloch by phone at 802-824-3356, by 
email at townadmin@londonderryvt.gov, or by US Mail at 100 
Old School Street, South Londonderry, VT 05155.

Unless a petition is filed as described below, the Ordinance 
shall become effective 60 days after the date of its adoption. 
Notice is hereby given of the right to petition for a permissive 
referendum vote on this ordinance at an annual or special 
meeting as provided for in 24 V.S.A 1973.  Such petition 
for a permissive referendum must be signed by not less 
than five (5) percent of the qualified voters of the Town of 
Londonderry and shall be presented to the Selectboard or the 
Town Clerk within forty-four (44) days following the date of 
adoption.

Town of Londonderry, Vermont
Notice of Ordinance Adoption

The Town of Londonderry Selectboard hereby gives notice 
pursuant to 24 V.S.A. 1972(a)(1) that on October 5, 2026, 
the Board voted to amend the Ordinance Regulating Dogs 
and Wolf Hybrids.
In summary, the Ordinance Regulating Dogs and Wolf 
Hybrids amendment regulates the keeping of dogs and 
wolf hybrids and to provide for their leashing, muzzling, 
restraint, impoundment and destruction, to protect the 
public health and safety of the Town and preserve the quiet 
enjoyment of residents’ homes and properties, by further 
defining and clarify the penalties and waivers for each 
offense.   This amendment supersedes the prior Regulating 
Dogs and Wolf Hybrids. 
The complete text of the Ordinance Regulating Dogs and 
Wolf Hybrids can be examined on the Town’s web site 
(www.londonderryvt.gov) or at the Londonderry Town 
Clerk’s office, 100 Old School Street, South Londonderry, 
VT 05155. Questions or comments regarding this proposed 
ordinance can be directed to Town Administrator Aileen 
Tulloch by phone at 802-824-3356, by email at townadmin@
londonderryvt.gov, or by US Mail at 100 Old School Street, 
South Londonderry, VT 05155.
Unless a petition is filed as described below, the Ordinance 
shall become effective 60 days after the date of its adoption. 
Notice is hereby given of the right to petition for a 
permissive referendum vote on this ordinance at an annual 
or special meeting as provided for in 24 V.S.A 1973.  Such 
petition for a permissive referendum must be signed by not 
less than five (5) percent of the qualified voters of the Town 
of Londonderry and shall be presented to the Selectboard 
or the Town Clerk within forty-four (44) days following the 
date of adoption.

Town of Ludlow, Vermont
FT Patrol Officer Job Opening

Ludlow Police Department is accepting applications for a 
Full-Time Patrol Officer.
Seeking motivated certified candidates. Lateral transfers 
and out-of-state certified officers are encouraged to 
apply. Competitive starting pay is $30.96–$49.49/hour, 
commensurate with level of certification/experience, plus 
shift differentials of 5% and 7%.
Excellent benefits, including but not limited to, Insurance/ 
Pension/ PTO.
Must possess a valid driver’s license, pass background, 
physical, psychological exams, and meet Vermont Criminal 
Justice Council requirements.
To apply: Submit resume, cover letter, and completed application 
to Chief Jeffrey Warfle at Jeffrey.warfle@vermont.gov.  
Application is available on Town’s website www.ludlow.vt.us

YOUR CAREER IN LAW ENFORCEMENT 
BEGINS HERE

The Town of Ludlow Police Department is seeking a 
highly motivated individual ready to begin a career in law 
enforcement.

We’ll sponsor and pay you to attend the Vermont Police 
Academy, upon successful program completion, a position 
with the Ludlow Police Department awaits you.

Starting pay: During entry-level training: $26.47/hour with 
benefits including insurances/pension
Submit cover letter/resume/ and employment application 
(www.ludlow.vt.us ) to Chief Jeffrey Warfle via email Jeffrey.
warfle@vermont.gov 

Your career. Your community. Your opportunity. 
APPLY TODAY!

OPINION POLICY
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Subject to space. May be ed-

ited for clarity, grammatical errors, and libelous statements. 
Must be kept under 400 words. Must include name and town 
for publication. 

REBUTTALS: In the event that a direct reply or rebuttal to a 
letter is published, each party will get only one rebuttal there-
after. 

POLITICAL LETTERS: Political letters are charged at the 
rate of $75 for 200 words, and $0.50 per word thereafter. Politi-
cal letters include endorsing, electioneering, or campaigning 
for, or against, a specific candidate or party. The submission 
must be in letter format, and may not read as a news release. 
Per Vermont law, we are required to include the name and 
mailing address of the person, candidate, political committee, 
or political party that is paying for the communication. 

All opinion pieces will be published in the opinion section 
of the newspaper. Viewpoints do not necessarily reflect the 
views of The Vermont Journal.

CLEAN OUTS + 
MORE
EZ-Dump Enterprises has a 15-
yard dump trailer available for 
rent. We’re also here for heating 
equipment, appliance removal, 
home/storage unit clean outs, 
stump grinding, and refinishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfield, Vt. area. Call/
text 802-376-1168 or email 
ezdump.bl@gmail.com. 

ELECTRICIAN
LEVI ELECTRIC – 917‑417‑7880 
levielectricvt.com – Trusted resi-
dential electrician with 10+ years 
experience. Upgrades, lighting, 
EV chargers, panels, service 
calls. Proctorsville‑based. Quality 
work, fair pricing, free estimates. 

FOR RENT
S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. – Of-
fice space available in South 
Londonderry, 375 sq ft, in 
historic depot. Includes an open 
reception area, private office, 
shared kitchenette, and restroom. 
$830 per month, including heat, 
electric, and internet. Email up-
persection@westrivertrail.org. 

CHESTER, Vt. – Share home with 
LGBTQ-friendly couple offering 
lovely furnished space on rural 
property with saltwater fish, two 
dogs, chickens. $650/month. 
Compatible dog considered. 
No smoking. Covid vaccine re-
quired. 802-863-5625 or www.
HomeShareVermont.org for ap-
plication. Interview, references, 
background checks required. 
EHO. 

CAVENDISH, Vt. – Senior woman 
sharing beautifully situated home, 
2nd floor bedroom. Plenty of out-

door storage available. Guest to 
share cleaning, firewood, yard-
work. No smoking, no drugs, no 
pets. Separate studio space avail-
able. Covid vaccination required. 
$500/month. 802-863-5625 
or www.HomeShareVermont.
org for application. Interview, 
references, background checks 
required. EHO. 

S. READING, Vt. – Host looking 
for companionship, meal prep, 
light housekeeping in exchange 
for rent. Host is an older woman 
looking to get back to her home 
after recovering from surgery. 
She enjoys puzzles, music, 
walks, bird watching. No pets 
allowed in this lovingly cared-
for home, a little off the beaten 
path. 802-863-5625 or www.
HomeShareVermont.org for ap-
plication. Interview, references, 
background checks required. 
EHO. 

FOR SALE
WEATHERSFIELD, Vt. – Three 
2-year-old, very well built 
garage/barn doors. 2 ea. 8x7, 
1 ea. 10x7. You pick up. Asking 
$500 OBO. Call 802-263-9876 
after 10 a.m. No texting, no 
voicemail. 

HELP WANTED
LUDLOW, Vt. – PART-TIME HELP 
WANTED: Vacation rental com-
pany seeks a Ludlow-area local 
to inspect condos, handle guest 
issues, and coordinate repairs. 
Reliable transportation and 
some winter weekend availability 
needed. Earn extra income with 
room to grow. Text 650-300-
9573 or email omg.ludlow@
gmail.com to apply. 

MANCHESTER, Vt. – Chimney 
technicians wanted! Black 
Magic Chimney and Scott’s Clean 

Sweep. Manchester and West 
Dover, Vt. Starting at $22/hr. Full 
time, year-round work. Benefits, 
paid training. No experience 
needed. Call 802-768-7188. 

RUTLAND & WINDSOR COUN-
TIES – Full-time/Part-time carpen-
ter/handyman needed for local 
construction company. Pay starts 
at $35-$75/hour, more skills - 
more pay. Call Kent at Vermont 
Services, 802-779-3186. 

LUDLOW, Vt. – Part time sales 
representative wanted to assist 
area businesses in marketing 
their services in our papers, while 
promoting special sections and 
featured events. Must be avail-
able every Thursday and Friday. 
Salary based on experience, 
plus set weekly mileage com-
pensation. Room for growth of 
days and territory. Please email 
publisher@vermontjournal.com 
or call 802-228-3600. 

LUDLOW/CHESTER, Vt. – Do 
you live in Ludlow or Chester and 
participate in local selectboard 
meetings? Write for us! Please 
email publisher@vermontjournal.
com or call 802-228-3600. 

SNOW 
PLOWING
LUDLOW, Vt. – Snowplowing and 
sanding, Ludlow area, residential 
only. Reasonable rates. Contact 
SK Logging at 802-384-0313. 

YARD SALE
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Pre-Estate 
Sale, weekends thru October. 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m., 20 Commonwealth 
Ave, Springfield. Tools, toys, 
trains, boats, cars, furniture. 

Dear Editor,

  On behalf of Black 
River Good Neighbor 
Services (BRGNS), we 
extend a sincere thank-
you to all for support-
ing another Gigantic 
Fall Rummage Sale at 
Fletcher Farm. An out-
standing success! Truly, 
we are most grateful 
to our community that 
enables us to continue 
providing assistance to 
those in need.
  Starting weeks in ad-

vance, so many volun-
teers worked tirelessly 
setting up this annual 
fundraiser. Their dedi-
cation and commitment 
genuinely support the 
organization’s core val-
ues. Simply put, this 
sale, a huge undertak-
ing, could not happen 
without devoted vol-
unteer efforts. And, we 
certainly do have that! 
Thank you very much, 
each and every one of 
you.
  Among the many ded-

icated volunteers who 
worked at this event are 
the board of directors, 
also working behind 

the scenes to keep things 
looking good for shoppers. 
And, speaking of shoppers, 
we really want to thank ev-
eryone who attended and 
shopped the sale, making 
it so very successful.
  Please know that your 

dollars go directly to sup-
port our programs that 
include a food shelf, cloth-
ing, community meals, 
and financial and disas-
ter assistance to those in 
need, serving the towns 
of Ludlow, Mount Holly, 

Belmont, Cavendish, Proc-
torsville, and Plymouth. 
We are here to help. 
  For more information 

about Black River Good 
Neighbor Services, please 
visit our website, www.
brgn.org, call us at 802-
228-3663, or visit us at 37B 
Main Street, Ludlow. 

Sincerely,
Krey Kellington, Execu-

tive Director
Black River Good Neigh-

bor Services



8 | October 14, 2026 The Vermont Journal

opinion

WE NEED CANDIDATES WHO STAND FOR:
• PROVIDING TAX RELIEF FOR VERMONTERS • AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE AND INSURANCE

• MAKING HOUSING MORE AFFORDABLE • REVITALIZE RURAL VERMONT
• HELPING TO FIGHT FOR PROPERTY RIGHTS • FULLY FUND ROADS & BRIDGES

• ELIMINATE COSTLY ENERGY MANDATES • FIGHTING FOR A BETTER EDUCATION FUTURE
• MAKING COMMUNITIES SAFE AND INCREASE ACCOUNTABILITY

• WORKING TO FIGHT ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE 
OF WINDSOR COUNTY AND ALL OF VERMONT.

Paid for by Windsor County Republican Committee.
PO Box 16, Chester Vt 05143

VOTE
November 3rd

PO Box 1032, Chester, Vt 05143

OPINION POLICY
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Subject to space. May 

be edited for clarity, grammatical errors, and libelous 
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name and town for publication. 
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thereafter. 
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the rate of $75 for 200 words, and $0.50 per word there-
after. Political letters include endorsing, electioneering, or 
campaigning for, or against, a specific candidate or party. 
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read as a news release. Per Vermont law, we are required 
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All opinion pieces will be published in the opinion 
section of the newspaper. Viewpoints do not necessar-
ily reflect the views of The Vermont Journal.

To the Editor,

  I write in strong support 
of Tom Charlton for reelec-
tion as Vermont House 
representative for Ches-
ter, Grafton, Athens, and 
Windham.
  Affordability of life in 

Vermont is a big issue in 
this November election. 
Rep. Charlton’s position 
on affordability is best ex-
pressed in his own words: 
“If you are concerned as to 
whether you can afford to 
stay in your home or stay 

in Vermont, and whether 
your kids can afford to 
stay in Vermont and build 
a career here, you need to 
vote wisely. And I think 
that rather than hand an 
opportunity again to the 
party which has caused 
these problems and has 
had the upper hand for 26 
of the last 30 years, and has 
not fixed the problem, I 
don’t think you should vote 
Democrat if you are con-
cerned about affordability.”

  Go to Tom’s Facebook 
page, “Tom Charlton for 
Vermont House of Repre-
sentatives,” to see Tom’s full 
statement, “Can you afford 
Vermont?”
  Indeed, can you or I, can 

we afford Vermont?

Respectfully,
Anna Vesely Pilette
Grafton, Vt. 
Paid for by Chester Re-

publican Committee, P.O. 
Box 16, Chester, VT 05143

Dear Editor,

  Kendra Rickerby (Let-
ters, Sept. 30) mistakes my 
argument about the value 
of AI in the schools as an 
ad hominem attack. An ar-
gument based on untruths 
is deceptive, whether or 

not the presenter is aware 
of its falsity. I apologize if 
my wording induced Ms. 
Rickerby to think that I 
was accusing her of be-
ing the deceiver. Only she 
knows whether she ad-

vanced her argument by 
accepting Silicon Valley’s 
version of the state of AI 
or by having fully investi-
gated it herself. If the for-
mer is the case, then she 
has indeed succumbed to 
a Wall Street strategy (AI’s 
impending bubble col-
lapse will be a repeat of the 
subprime bubble crash). If 
the latter is the case, then 
she has a responsibility to 
reevaluate her recommen-
dation in the light of her 
experience as a school ad-
ministrator.
  Administrators, unfortu-

nately, are forced to focus 
on numbers, not on educa-
tion, and AI, like standard-
ized testing, is one of those 
horrid things they have to 
make peace with. Neither 
Act 46 nor Act 73 address 
the heart of good educa-
tion, and until the Legisla-
ture decides to do that, she 
and her colleagues will be 
like mice in a maze, con-
strained by walls they are 
not allowed to see beyond.

Sincerely,
Chuck Gregory
Springfield, Vt.
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FOR STATE REPS

Lisa DeBARTOLOMAO

NOVEMBER 3

Tim FITZPATRICK
Jeff KESSLER

Paid for by Lisa4abetterNH, 46 Scotts Dr. Charlestown, NH Sheila Kendrick Treasurer

CHARLESTOWN | NEWPORT | UNITY

V�e f� a Be�er NH!

paid for by the William Hoser for 
Vermont House of Representatives
1623 Trebo Road Chester VT 05143

C H E S T E R .  G R A F T O N .  
AT H E N S .  W I N D H A M .E L E C T

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
William Hoser

He earned our community’s trust in the emergency room for 
over 30 years. Now let him be your voice for Southern 
Vermont. VOTE for Will Hoser so he can lead on:

Healthcare. Housing. Affordability. 

ThankYou!
Thank you to everyone who showed up for our fall hangout in Mount Holly this past weekend
to meet State Representative candidate Phoebe Tucker. We are so grateful to the many
friends and neighbors who shared food, volunteered their time, and lent their talents!

Thanks especially to The Belmont Store for donating cider + wine; the Oddfellows for
donating our coffee + hot cider set-up; Seward Farm for our hay bales + pumpkins; Mojo
Cafe for the chips + guac; Caitlin Boyle for hosting; Chad Farrar, Bella Tremaine and Eli
Tucker for building and painting our Phoebe Float, and Max Cassano for the tunes!

Stay in touch: www.phoebeforvermont.com
Paid for by Friends of Phoebe Tucker For Vermont

135 Spring Lake RD, Cuttingsville VT 05738
Paid for by Friends of Phoebe Tucker For Vermont

135 Spring Lake RD, Cuttingsville VT 05738

Dear Friends, 

  I am David Trumble, 
Democratic candidate for 
New Hampshire State Sen-
ate in District 8. District 8 is 
made up of 20 towns in four 
counties, from Charlestown 
and Claremont all the way 
to Weare.
  My wife, Linda, a spe-

cial education teacher, and 
I have been married for 30 
years and have two grown 
children, who both attend-
ed our public schools. We 
built our home and farm in 
Weare, a good place to raise 
a family and run a small 
business. I have been an 
organic farmer for 40 years. 
I am running for office to 
help our towns be a great 
place to live and raise a fam-
ily for young people today.
  Our rural towns need a 

strong voice for our pub-
lic schools and our natural 
environment. I ran for this 
seat in 2024 and have been 
active throughout the dis-
trict. I have been a strong 
voice at the State House in 
Concord, testifying over 
100 times on legislation to 
benefit our region and the 
people of the state.
  Here are my top three pri-

orities for common sense 
solutions. 
  First, the state should live 

up to its constitutional duty 
to provide adequate fund-
ing to the public schools. 
Every child in New Hamp-
shire deserves a good edu-
cation. Ninety percent of 
our children attend a public 
school. They represent the 
future of our economy and 
our democracy. 
  New Hampshire is last in 

the country in terms of the 
state’s share of funding for 
public schools. The state 
provides only 25% of ex-
penses, while the national 
average is around 50%. For 
special education, the State 
of New Hampshire only 
funds 11%. No other state 
leaves the cost of paying for 
the public schools almost 
entirely to the towns. 
  The local property tax 

system is near the break-
ing point, causing stress 
for homeowners and rent-
ers alike. Seniors are being 
forced out of their homes. 
Homelessness in New 
Hampshire has risen four-
fold in the last seven years. 
More state funding for pub-
lic schools would provide 
property tax relief and al-
low towns to adequately 
fund their fire departments, 
roads, and libraries.
  Republicans have been in 

charge for the past 10 years 
and start each session with 
a tax cut for the wealthy and 
large corporations. They 
expanded the voucher pro-
gram to provide subsidies 
to the wealthiest families in 
the state. Combined, these 
steps cost the state over 
$400 million a year in rev-

enue that could go to sup-
port all our people.
  Second, we need to make 

New Hampshire a place 
where young people can 
afford to settle down. This 
means being able to own 
a home, raise a family, and 
have access to affordable 
childcare and healthcare, 
including mental health 
care. 
  The state needs to be an 

active partner in address-
ing these issues. Instead, 
the Republicans have de-
funded the Housing Cham-
pions program, which helps 
towns that want more af-
fordable housing. They 
defunded the state’s major 
childcare workforce pro-
gram, refusing to pay early 
education workers a liv-
ing wage. They defunded 
the arts. They have made it 
harder for people who need 
food assistance and medical 
care to get help. 
  Third, we need to restore 

civility and treat everyone 
with respect. There is no 
room for policies that drive 
people apart. We are our 
best when all members of 
the community are wel-
come.
  We have run a grassroots 

campaign with hundreds of 
people volunteering their 
time or making contribu-
tions. You can learn more 
at www.trumble4nh.com, 
and on Facebook and Ins-
tagram.
  When it comes to ballot 

question No. 2, I urge you 
to vote “no.” It does not 
solve the chronic under-
funding of public schools 
by the state, and it will force 
our local schools to cut es-
sential education programs 
like art, music, career and 
technical education, AP 
classes, extra reading in-
struction, and after-school 
activities.
  I would be honored to 

have your vote on Nov. 3.  
Also, I would ask you to 
please vote for my fellow 
Democratic candidates. To-
gether, we will work hard 
for you. Thank you!

Sincerely,
David Trumble
Paid for by Trumble4NH, 

52 Poor Farm Road, Weare, 
NH 03281

Dear Editor,

  I’d like to thank 
Cavendish, Proctors-
ville, and local fire 
departments for all 
their efforts organiz-
ing search parties for 
me on Oct. 4 and 5, 

when hiking Lord’s State 
Forest. I lost my way, but 
spent the evening enjoy-
ing moonlight in Vermont. 
I especially appreciate the 
efforts of all those indi-
viduals in the search par-

ties organized by the fire 
department, state police, 
and the Windsor County 
Sheriff ’s Department who 
extended use of their drone 
and infrared technology to 
help me. Finally, I got back 

to where I entered Lord’s 
State Forest and connected 
with Peter Kolenda.

With Gratitude,
Pieter van Schaik
Windsor, Vt.

To the Editor,

  Vermont’s constitu-
tion turns 250 next 
July. The rights it de-
clares are old; the pres-
sure on them is new. 
  Vermonters have 

taken to their village 
greens in numbers not 
seen in years. They 
are finding permits, 
fees, and insurance re-
quirements waiting for 
them, and more being 
written. At least one 
town in every county 
in Vermont has an or-
dinance or policy on 
the books regulating 
assembly or speech. 
And in July 2025, the 
Vermont League of 
Cities and Towns ad-
vised every city and 
town in Vermont to 
adopt a policy on pro-
tests. Both halves of 
that story are close to 
home. Ludlow’s ordi-

nance on unlawful assem-
blies, already on the books, 
is arguably in direct con-
flict with a First Amend-
ment decision of the United 
States Supreme Court. In 
Chester, where I own a 
home, a first draft of a rule 
for the town Green reached 
the selectboard for its Oct. 
7 meeting.
  Vermont’s constitution is 

older than the First Amend-
ment and differently made. 
It does not say what gov-
ernment may not abridge; it 
says what the people have. 
It declares that “the people 
have a right to assemble to-
gether,” and it commands 
that the rights it declares 
“ought not to be violated 
on any pretence [sic] what-
soever.” It carries a history 
almost no one remembers: 
In 1786, asked to confine 
assembly to gatherings held 
“in a legal way,” a Vermont 

convention refused. The 
Vermont Supreme Court 
has never said how far that 
promise reaches. 
  I am a retired lawyer, 

and I have taken up that 
question in an article, “The 
People Have a Right,” which 
makes the case that the 
promise reaches the village 
green, and reaches further 
than the First Amend-
ment does. It can be read 
or downloaded without 
charge at www.ssrn.com/

abstract=7524318. Until 
the Court speaks, the towns 
writing the rules and the 
neighbors gathering on the 
greens are both working 
without Vermont’s answer. 
  Before Vermont cele-

brates its constitution, Ver-
monters – and their select-
boards – should hear what 
it says. 

Sincerely,
Don Clark 
Chester, Vt.
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arts & entertainment

American Legion
Post 37

Bellows Falls, VT

ROAST PORK 
LOIN DINNER
FRIDAY, OCT. 16, 2026

5-6:30 pm
$10 per person

MASHED POTATOES,
ROLL, GREEN BEANS, 

DESSERT

All proceeds will go to 
our children’s 

Christmas Party

Walk Ins and Reservations 
Appreciated

802-463-0762

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily
802-952-9570
In Chester, take Route 11 
East for 1/2 Mile. Take 
Right onto Green Mtn. 
Turnpike. We’re the first 
house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup
Member VMSMA

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
Canal Street Art Gallery 
presents the “Form and 
Function” group show, the 
“Aspen & Sequoia” duo 
show, and the Sandy Sher-
man “Grotoons” solo show, 
all open Oct. 16 – Dec. 13. 
Join the gallery on Oct. 16, 
from 5-7 p.m., for Bellows 
Falls Third Friday and an 
opening reception for the 
artists featuring live jazz 
by Ashok & Co. All gallery 
events are free and open to 
the public; for wheelchair 
accessibility, call 802-289-
0104.
  The “Aspen & Sequoia” 

duo show, by artists Aspen 
Lapham Fersch and Sequoia 
Isis Mayer, both based in 
Rochester, Vt., presents a 
mixed-media collabora-
tion including portraits of 
impactful family members 
and friends, and found ob-
jects of deep personal im-
portance. These two series, 
titled “Mod(ern) Portraits” 
and “In a Jar” are inspired 
by both artists’ love for the 

natural world as expressed 
by observing and immers-
ing themselves in nature, 
along with travel, encourag-
ing kindness, and the pro-
cess of learning new things. 
“In a Jar” is influenced by 
the book of the same title by 
Deborah Marcero. 
  Sherman, based in Stod-

dard, N.H., has developed 
a series of paintings titled 
“Grotoons” inspired by art 
historical “grotesques,” espe-
cially figures which appeal to 
a certain bizarreness, invoke 
emotions of sympathetic 
pity, and combine with hu-
mor. Examples in paint-
ing of such creatures, often 
mixed between animals 
and humans, are seen in 
the margins of illuminated 
manuscripts, where they are 
known as a “drollery.” Sher-
man’s “Grotoons” paintings 
are being offered as hand-
touched and varnished ar-
chival pigment prints on 
canvas, mounted, matted, 
and framed by the artist.
  The “Form and Function” 

group show is inspired 
by the success of the gal-
lery’s Form and Function 
Shop, and the gallery 
is pleased to welcome 
new artwork to Bellows 
Falls by Chris Archer, 
Whitney Barrett, Robert 
Burch, Robert DuGreni-
er, Terresa Flowers, Judi 
Forman, Corinne Green-
halgh, Nicholas Kekic, 
Mark Ragonesse, Susi 
Ryan, Andy Snyder, Sar-
ah Sweeney, and Almut 
Yakovleff.
  Canal Street Art Gal-

lery is located at 23 Ca-
nal Street in historic 
downtown Bellows Falls, 
Vt., and is open Tuesday 
through Saturday, from 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Sunday, 
from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
and the third Friday of 
every month, from 10 
a.m. – 7 p.m. For more 
information, visit www.
canalstreetartgallery.com, 
call 802-289-0104, or 
email artinfo@canalstree-
tartgallery.com.

New art and live jazz at 
Canal Street Art Gallery

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – Stage 33 Live wel-
comes the return of Ru-
pert Wates on Sunday, 
Oct. 18, at 7 p.m. The 
Early Risers will open. 
Tickets can be purchased 
in advance at www.
stage33live.com, or at 
the door as available; ad-
vance tickets guarantee 
entry. Only 40 tickets 
will be sold.
  Though British by 

birth, Wates has been 
hailed as “a prime fig-
ure in American music.” 
Since 2006, the London-
born, Oxford-educated, 
award-winning song-
writer has made his 
home between New 
York City and Colorado, 
performing throughout 
North America and Eu-

rope. He has released 12 ac-
claimed solo albums earn-
ing international airplay, 
and has received more than 
50 songwriting awards. 
Dozens of recording artists 
have covered his songs on 
their albums. 
  While the doors to large 

venues and big festivals 
are open to him, he has a 
great fondness for intimate 
listening rooms where the 
focus is on connection and 
storytelling. He captivates 
audiences with his haunt-
ing, eclectic blend of acous-
tic, melodic art/folk infused 
with elements of jazz and 
cabaret.
  The recognition that reg-

ular people are what make 
the world extraordinary is 
reflected in his vivid, so-
phisticated songwriting 

that by turns is vulnerable 
and bold, featuring intri-
cate lyrics and memorable 
melodies, exceptional gui-
tar skills, and his smooth, 
expressive voice.
  Ashley Storrow and Put-

nam Smith joined forces as 
the Early Risers in 2015 and 
have since toured across 
the country, from Maine, 
to Texas, to California, to 
Vancouver, B.C., at notable 
venues such as Club Pas-
sim, Falcon Ridge Folk Fes-
tival, and the High Plains 
Public Radio concert series. 
Rootsy and lyric-driven, 
the Early Risers feature 
close vocal harmonies and 
arrangements on an array 
of instruments. Their de-
but album, “Making Life 
Sweet,” went to No. 1 on the 
national Folk DJ Charts.

Rupert Wates plus the Early 
Risers at Stage 33

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
The Rockingham Free 
Public Library and the 
Friends of the Rocking-
ham Free Public Library, 
along with numerous oth-
er public libraries on both 
sides of the Connecticut 
River, have joined together 
to present a free screen-
ing of “The Librarians” at 
the Bellows Falls Opera 
House, on Thursday, Oct. 
22, at 7 p.m.
  This timely documen-

tary, winner of the 2026 
Emmy Award for Excep-

tional Merit in Documen-
tary Filmmaking, follows 
librarians on the front 
lines of the growing move-
ment to ban books and 
restrict access to informa-
tion in public and school 
libraries.
  Through the stories of 

librarians, educators, and 
community members, the 
film explores the impor-
tance of intellectual free-
dom, the freedom to read, 
and the role libraries play 
in protecting the right to 
access diverse ideas and 

perspectives.
  This event will take 

place on Thursday, Oct. 
22, at 7 p.m., at the Bel-
lows Falls Opera House, 
7 Village Square, Bel-
lows Falls, Vt., and is 
free and open to the 
public. All are welcome.
  For more information 

about this and other 
programs, call 802-463-
4270, visit www.rock-
inghamlibrary.org, or 
stop by the library at 65 
Westminster Street, Bel-
lows Falls, Vt.

“The Librarians” at Bellows 
Falls Opera House

CLAREMONT, N.H. –
Singer-songwriter Myra 
Flynn will perform on 
Thursday, Oct. 22, from 
6:30-8 p.m., at the Cla-
remont Creative Center, 
56 Opera House Square 
in Claremont, N.H., pre-
sented by the West Cla-
remont Center for Music 
and the Arts. Tickets may 
be purchased on a slid-
ing scale at www.wcc-ma.
org/event/myra-flynn-6. 
Students are admitted 
free.
  Flynn spends her ca-

reer embracing dichot-
omy. Half Irish and half 
African American, her 
original indie/soul songs 
blend soulful vocals with 
a lyrical delivery that 
doesn’t let one get too 
comfortable. 
  Flynn is a lyrical sto-

ryteller who uses her voice 
to empower, inspire, and 
even educate. She fearlessly 
tackles topics that others 
shy away from in both her 
music and in her journalism 
career. She says that moth-
erhood has left her no more 
time to be self-conscious 
and there is no room for 
shyness. She finds a new 
strength, independence and 
inspiration in her daughter, 
Avalon, and her husband, 
Phil. Flynn is a singer, song-
writer, journalist, advocate, 
ally, mother, wife, and al-
ways, unapologetically hu-
man.
  Her podcast with Vermont 

Public Radio, titled “Home-
goings,” is a “righteous space 
for art and race.” It’s a show 
that invites listeners to be a 
fly on the wall, privy to can-
did and genuine conversa-

tions about race. It explores 
themes that fearlessly strad-
dle the line between neces-
sary and uncomfortable, 
as she speaks with artists, 
experts, and regular folks 
all over the country about 
their literal skin in the game 
of everyday life. “Homego-
ings” is storytelling with a 
heartbeat. No topic is off the 
table, and there’s no such 
thing as going “too deep.”
  Currently, Flynn lives a bi-

costal life, still holding onto 
her roots in Vermont part of 
the year while also working 
and living in Los Angeles 
under the guidance of Swift 
Street Management Team. 
She has created a jewelry 
line made from recycled pi-
ano parts and recently part-
nered with Shelburne Vine-
yard in Vermont to create a 
namesake wine, Flynn. 

Singer-songwriter Myra Flynn 
in Claremont

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next 
Stage Arts presents Tony 
Vacca and Fusion Nomads 
with special guest Mas-
samba Diop on Saturday, 
Oct. 17, at 6 p.m., at Next 
Stage Arts, 15 Kimball Hill 
in Putney, Vt. Doors open 
at 5:15 p.m. The concert is 
part of Next Stage’s Local & 
Global Performance Series.
  Led by innovative per-

cussionist and balafon 
player Tony Vacca, Fusion 
Nomads brings together 
musicians whose indi-
vidual paths through jazz, 
global traditions, and im-
provisation create a richly 
textured, boundary-cross-
ing sound. The ensemble 
features Jo Sallins on elec-
tric bass and percussion, 

Charles Langford on saxo-
phone, and John Sheldon 
on harp-guitar.
  Joining the group is Mas-

samba Diop, a master of the 
Senegalese tama, or talking 
drum, and longtime mem-
ber of Baaba Maal’s inter-
nationally renowned band. 
  On Friday, Oct. 23, 

Next Stage Arts presents 
“Buddhadeva,” a tender 
and searching solo perfor-
mance by Akaina Ghosh, 
at 7:30 p.m., at Next Stage 
Arts. Doors open at 6:45 
p.m.
  In “Buddhadeva,” Ghosh 

creates a love letter and a 
conjuring in conversation 
with the life and work of 
their great-grandfather, the 
prolific Bengali writer and 

poet Buddhadeva Bose. Set 
along the banks of the Gan-
ga River, a place associated 
with death and rebirth, the 
work moves through poet-
ry, music, memory, ritual, 
love, loss, and translation.
  Ghosh, a nonbinary, sec-

ond-generation American-
Bengali artist, seeks con-
nection with an ancestor 
they never knew through 
Bose’s writings and poetry. 
The performance consid-
ers what can be recovered 
from a family history that 
survives in fragments, par-
ticularly when language it-
self becomes a distance to 
cross.
  Tickets and more in-

formation are available at 
www.nextstagearts.org.

Performances at Next Stage Arts
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fall home improvement

General Contracting

 Construction 

Excavating

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT

www.barrsbuilders.com

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, VT 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business
Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

(802) 975-0369

24/7 Emergency Service
Licensed & Insured

CALL TODAYFix It Faster,
Call Master!

Serving Okemo Valley

callmaster.com

(802) 975-0369

24/7 Emergency Service
Licensed & Insured

CALL TODAYFix It Faster,
Call Master!

Serving Okemo Valley

callmaster.com

24/7 Emergency Service 
Licensed & Insured

Serving Okemo Valley

Heating ⚫ Cooling
Plumbing ⚫ Water Treatment

CALL TODAY
(802) 975-0369

callmaster.com

WALPOLE WALPOLE 
VALLEY TIREVALLEY TIRE
Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon

Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your 
piece of Vermont 

to fit your Dreams!

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic

problems in the Franklin County
area since 1984.

• Water Conditioning
• Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

• Iron and Manganese Removal
• Radon & Arsenic Removal
• Systems Maintenance
• Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

800-252-8484
ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

What’s In Your Water?™

div. of Cushing and Sons

Worried About
Your Water?

NE-315865
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Windham CountySolving hard water, iron, blue 
staining, radon and arsenic 

problems in the Windham and 
Windsor Counties since 1984.

YOUR ONE STOP 
BUILDING &

MODERNIZING
CENTER

LAMBERT
SUPPLY CO. INC.

409 Main Street  •  603-542-5111
CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743

FIBER INSULATION  •  ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM
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LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN

PRO CTORSVILLE, 
Vt. – Vermont offers 
some incredible online 
tools to help you learn 
more about your land 
and understand its eco-
logical context. Figuring 
out how to use them can 
feel a bit overwhelm-
ing. Join the Cavendish 
Community and Con-
servation Association 
(CCCA) as it hosts Ver-
mont Fish & Wildlife 
Department Conserva-
tion Planner Jens Hilke 
for an informative ses-
sion on Wednesday, Oct. 
21, at 6 p.m., at the Cav-
endish Fletcher Commu-
nity Library, 473 Main 
Street in Proctorsville, 
Vt. Hilke will walk listen-
ers step by step through 
the Vermont BioFinder 
mapping tool, which en-

ables users to learn more 
about what’s on their par-
cels and how they fit in 
with larger forest blocks 
and waterways. He will also 
offer a preview of upcom-
ing changes to these tools 
so users can stay ahead and 
make the most of them in 
the coming years. 
  Hilke works for the Ver-

mont Fish & Wildlife De-
partment as a conservation 
planning biologist. He helps 
towns, regional planning 
commissions, and nongov-
ernmental organizations 
with their conservation 
planning efforts. This in-
cludes help with GIS natural 
resource mapping, advice 

on prioritizing significant 
natural features, and help 
with implementing town 
conservation goals. Hilke 
did his undergraduate work 
at Connecticut College in 
environmental sociology, 
and then received a master’s 
degree in botany from the 
University of Vermont as 
a field naturalist. Hilke has 
taught high school science 
in Vermont, New Hamp-
shire, and New Jersey, and 
for a study-abroad program 
in Thailand.

State biologist to give 
talk at Cavendish 
Fletcher LibrarySPRINGFIELD, 

Vt. – Since 1965, 
the Meeting Waters 
YMCA Lewis Day 
Camp, on Route 5 
in Springfield, Vt., 
provides healthy 
outdoor adventures 
for children ages 
5-13, including ca-
noeing on the Black 
River. However, the 
camp had a prob-
lem: Its wooden 
staircase leading 
down to the river 
was aging, the foot-
path was steep and 
bare, and heavy rain 
would wash fine soils down 
the slope and into the river.
  Early in 2026, after being 

contacted by the camp di-
rector the previous Novem-
ber, the Black River Action 
Team (BRAT) applied for a 
Vermont Enhancement De-
velopment, Design, and Im-
plementation Block Grant 
(EDDIBG) through the 
Mount Ascutney Regional 
Commission. Through this 
funding, BRAT was able to 
contract with the North-
Woods Stewardship Center, 
which designed a set of in-
filtration steps that would 
replace the existing narrow 
and steep staircase.
  Infiltration steps are open-

bottomed steps that are dug 
into the slope, lined with 
erosion-control fabric, and 
backfilled with stone. This 
allows rainfall and snow-
melt to permeate through 
the stones and into the hill-
side behind, rather than rac-
ing down the slope.
  The project was complet-

ed by the NorthWoods crew 
in early September over the 
course of just four days, with 
assistance from the Black 

River Action Team. Each 
step is larger than the wood-
en slats on the old staircase, 
providing greater safety 
and stability for campers. A 
wooden handrail was add-
ed, and a gentler footpath 
was cleared of vegetation 
to further protect the river 
from any eroding sediment. 
The old footpath was cov-
ered with a layer of leaf ‘duff ’ 
and branches to capture and 
slow rainfall, and to provide 

an opportunity for nearby 
ferns to colonize the area 
naturally.
  Next year’s campers 

will enjoy improved ac-
cess to the river for safer 
adventures and more 
confident footing, and 
the Black River’s banks 
will be less susceptible to 
erosion during storms.

BRAT installs 
infiltration steps

After.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Before.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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home & business

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

LONDONDERRY, VT
TOWNSHEND

www.barrettandvalley.com
CHARMING HISTORIC VERMONT HOME!

802-875-2323

HOUSE OF THEWEEK

$499,000

HOUSE OF THEWEEKHOUSE OF THEWEEK

LONDONDERRY, VT $499,000

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5252
802-367-4663

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEP APPLICATIONS 
2-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-362-4663
802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

BROOKVIEW APARTMENTS
WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEPT APPLICATIONS 
2-BEDROOM APARTMENTS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation

www.KelleyRealEstate.com
802-228-5333

NEW LISTING | 2205 ROUTE 103 | MOUNT HOLLY
Move in Ready! Bring your furniture and make yourself at home. New kitchen 
and bathroom bring nice updates while the original wood � oors throughout 

the rest of the home help maintain the historic charm. Entering 3-season 
mudroom leads you past the laundry room with washer/dryer hookup into 
the living room. Directly through the open archway is the dining room that 

overlooks the side yard and connects to the kitchen. Once used as a long-term 
rental, this property is ready for its next life! Direct Route 103 access allows 
for easy commute to Rutland, Ludlow or Wallingford. A level yard and river 

access complete the picture. � e basement was professionally sealed in the fall 
of 2025. Website link: https://bit.ly/4hLVL9l

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. • Charlestown, NH 03603

Tel: 603-826-3251 • Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

GARDEN SUPPLIES, INSULATION, METAL ROOFING, 
DOORS & WINDOWS, TREX DECKING IN STOCK 

HELP WANTED 
Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out

Complete Site Work · Foundations · Septic Systems · Drainage
Driveway Construction & Maintenance · Asphalt Milling
Gravel · Sand · Topsoil · Field Mowing · Brush Mulching

Palmer H. Goodrich II · Chester, VT 05143 · 802-875-2819

REGION – You’ve toured 
the homes. You’ve scrolled 
through the listings. But ev-
erything seems to be miss-
ing something – the right 
location, enough space, the 
kitchen you want, a home of-
fice, more privacy, or simply 
a layout that actually works 
for the way you live. At some 
point, you may start wonder-
ing, “What if I built instead?”
  Building a home isn’t right 

for everyone, but if you aren’t 
finding what you want in the 
existing housing market, it 
may be an option worth ex-
ploring.

Start with the home you 
want 
  One of the biggest advan-

tages of building is the op-
portunity to create a home 
around your life instead of 

adapting your life to some-
one else’s home. Maybe your 
family is growing and you 
need more bedrooms. Per-
haps you work from home 
and want dedicated office 
space. You may already own 
land, want more outdoor 
space, or simply like the idea 
of moving into a brand-new 
home with fewer immediate 
repairs or renovations.
  Building also gives you 

more say about the details, 
from the floor plan and fin-
ishes to the features that mat-
ter most to you. Of course, 
having more choices also 
means having more deci-
sions to make. That’s why 
understanding your budget 
early is so important.

Figure out financing be-
fore the floor plan 

  You don’t need to have a 
builder, blueprints, and ev-
ery finish selected before you 
talk to a lender. In fact, fi-
nancing can be a smart place 
to start. At PrimeLending, 
you can begin with a cus-
tom mortgage assessment 
based on your goals, bud-
get, and current situation. 
From there, we’ll help you 
understand what you may be 
able to afford and walk you 
through the construction fi-
nancing options that could 
fit. That gives you a more re-
alistic price range before you 
get too far into plans, land, or 
builder conversations.

Construction financing 
doesn’t have to be compli-
cated
  A construction loan 

works differently from the 

mortgage you might use to 
purchase an existing home, 
because funds are typically 
provided throughout the 
building process rather than 
all at once.
  Depending on your needs, 

your options could include 
a one-time close construc-
tion loan, which combines 
construction and perma-
nent financing into one 
process, or a two-time close 
option, which allows you to 
refinance into a traditional 
mortgage after construction 
is complete.
  You won’t be navigating 

that process alone. A dedi-
cated construction lending 
team can help keep the fi-
nancing moving, including 
coordinating inspections 
and handling progress pay-

ments to your builder as 
construction moves forward. 
That leaves you more time 
to focus on the part you’ve 
probably been imagining: 
watching your new home 
take shape.

You don’t need everything 
figured out 
  Maybe you already own 

land. Maybe you’ve found 
the perfect lot, but haven’t 
selected a builder. Or maybe 
building is simply an idea 
you’ve started thinking about 
because nothing on the mar-
ket feels quite right. That’s 
enough to start a conversa-
tion.
  You may also have more 

flexibility than you realize. 
Depending on your financial 
situation and financing strat-
egy, you may not need to sell 

your current home before 
construction begins. If you 
already own land, the value 
you’ve built in that property 
may also factor into your fi-
nancing options. The best 
first step is simply finding 
out what’s possible.
  If building has crossed 

your mind, even as a “some-
day” idea, let’s talk. We’ll start 
with your vision, look at the 
numbers, and help you un-
derstand what it could take 
to turn your plans into a 
place to call home.
  You deserve a home cus-

tomized to your needs. Why 
not start with financing that 
is, too?

  Submitted by Victoria 
Blodgett, PrimeLending, 
Ludlow, Vt.

Maybe it’s time to build your new home

BRATTLEBORO, Vt. –
Brattleboro Develop-
ment Credit Corporation 
(BDCC) is excited to bring 
its popular BizConnect 
networking series back to 
Brattleboro with a special 
Headshots & Handshakes 
event on Tuesday, Oct. 20, 
from 6-8 p.m., at Saxtons 

Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Downtown Brattle-
boro Alliance, this event 
gives local business owners, 
entrepreneurs, and profes-
sionals the chance to build 
relationships, refresh their 
professional image, and ex-
pand their network. 
  Headshots & Handshakes 

is a program run by the 
Better Business Bureau, 
designed to help business 
owners and professionals 
strengthen their personal 
brand and show up with 
confidence. Participants 
will have the opportunity to 
get a free professional head-
shot taken during the pro-

gram as well as connect 
with fellow entrepre-
neurs, share ideas, and 
discuss opportunities for 
collaboration. 
  BizConnect is part of 

BDCC’s commitment to 
fostering a resilient and 
diverse community. Its 
goal is to ensure you have 
the tools and connections 
necessary to achieve your 
business objectives. Don’t 
miss out on these chances 
to advance your business 
knowledge and opportu-
nities. Attendance is free, 
but registration is re-
quired, as space is limited 
to 70 participants.

Distillery, 155 Chickering 
Drive in Brattleboro. Reg-
ister at www.brattleborode-
velopment.com/bizconnect. 
  Cohosted with the Bet-

ter Business Bureau and in 
partnership with Vermont 
Small Business Develop-
ment Center (VTSBDC), 
the Brattleboro Regional 

Headshots & Handshakes networking event

B R A T T L E B O R O , 
Vt. – Southern Vermont 
is home to one of New 
England’s strongest com-
munities of employee-
owned businesses. From 
nationally recognized 
ESOPs to worker-owned 
cooperatives and com-
munity-based enterpris-
es, employee ownership 
has become an impor-
tant part of the region’s 

economic landscape. This 
November, Brattleboro 
Development Credit Cor-
poration (BDCC), in part-
nership with the Vermont 
Employee Ownership 
Center (VEOC) and re-
gional partners, will bring 
together business owners, 
employee-owners, advisors, 
and community leaders for 
a full day of learning, net-
working, and collaboration 
centered on the power of 
shared ownership.
  The event will feature 

multiple educational tracks 
focused on employee-
owned companies and 
business transition strate-
gies, creating opportunities 
for organizations at every 
stage – from those simply 
curious about employee 
ownership to established 
ESOPs and cooperatives 
looking to deepen their 
ownership culture.
  The full-day event fea-

tures two complementary 
educational programs de-
signed for different audi-
ences while encouraging 
shared learning throughout 
the day. To register, visit 
www.veoc.org/sovt-eo-fo-
rum.
  Everyone registered is 

welcome for lunch, from 
12-1 p.m., and reception, at 
4:30 p.m. 
  The morning program, 

“Business Owner Succes-
sion Workshop,” from 9 
a.m. – 12 p.m., is an inter-
active, small-group ses-
sion designed for business 
owners who are actively 
considering retirement, 
succession planning, or 
transitioning their busi-
ness. Participants will work 
through key questions sur-
rounding business readi-
ness, valuation, timing, 
financing options, and 
ownership transition strat-
egies. The workshop will 
explore a variety of succes-
sion pathways, with a focus 
on key employee or broad-
based employee ownership 
conversion.
  The afternoon transitions 

from 1-5 p.m. to a broader 
regional forum focused 
on employee-owned busi-
nesses, bringing together 
people from employee-
owned companies, business 
owners, and advisors from 
across Vermont, southern 
New Hampshire, and west-
ern Massachusetts.
  Sessions will explore top-

ics including building own-
ership culture, open-book 
management and finan-
cial education, employee 
ownership committees, 
governance and coopera-
tive leadership, leadership 
succession at employee 
owned businesses, practi-
cal tools for existing ESOPs 
and worker cooperatives, 
and roundtable discussions 
connecting business lead-
ers and practitioners.

BDCC Southern 
Vermont Employee 
Ownership Forum
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All offers subject to eligibility and availability. 

DON’T 
HIBERNATE.
BUTTON UP.

Register at 
ButtonUpVermont.org/events

(Recordings will be online and sent 
to registrants after each webinar.) 

Sign up for 
Weatherization Wednesdays!
This October, we’re hosting free webinars from 
12:00 - 1:00 pm:

•    10/7: Home Weatherization Made Simple

•    10/14: How to Get the Most out of Your Heat Pump

•    10/21: Small Fixes, Big Impact

Accepting cars, trucks, and boats 
for heated winter storage and indoor cold storage

burtcoselfstorage.com

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Saturday, Sept. 12, the Ed-
gar May Health & Recre-
ation Center’s revamped 
Springfield Dam Run saw 
more than 120 participants, 
spectators, and volunteers. 
With the event taking place 
all at the Springfield Dam, 
runners enjoyed running 
along the trail through 
greenery, taking in scenic 
views of Mount Ascutney. 
This year, the Dam Run also 
welcomed members of the 
Riverside Middle School 
cross-country team and 
their coaches, who joined in 
on the race. 
  Children under 12 partici-

pated in the free Kids’ Half-
Mile Fun Run sponsored by 
HB Energy Solutions, and 
each received a new Edgar 
May water bottle and an HB 
Energy slap bracelet as they 
crossed the finish line. All 
children under age 12 who 
participated in any of the 
races were entered into a raf-
fle to win a youth mountain 
bike from Tygart Sports in 
Ludlow. This year’s winner 
was Arminta Buck, age 7.
  This year’s new race, the 

Maniac Mile, sponsored 
by Mascoma Bank, invited 
runners to sprint across the 
finish line with $250 cash 
prizes for the top male and 
female finisher in the race. 
All participants received 
a Mascoma Bank Maniac 
Mile cooling towel. Elijah 
Bodanza, age 17, of Wal-
pole, N.H., was the first 
to cross the finish line and 
the top male finisher with 
a time of 5:50.81. The top 
female finisher was Heidi 

Westover, of Walpole, N.H., 
with a time of 5:59.31.
  Bodanza and Westo-

ver were also the top male 
and female finishers of 
the Springfield Dam Run 
5K with times of 17:17.61 
and 19:44.84 respectively. 
They each received a pack-
age of pork and beef from 
Vermont Raised Heritage 
Meats worth $250. All Dam 
Run 5K participants re-
ceived an Edgar May col-
lapsible backpack. 
  Top male and female fin-

ishers in their age groups 
each received a special Dam 
Run iron-on patch as rec-
ognition of their achieve-
ment. This year’s top fe-
male runners were Eowyn 
McNaughton for ages 1-9, 
Nora Waters for ages 10-
19, Malia Sinclair for ages 
20-29, Stephanie Knock-
enhauer for ages 30-39, 
Wendy Doust-McNaughton 
for ages 40-49, and Susan 
White for ages 60-69. Top 
male finishers were Adler 
Gleeson for ages 10-19, 
Damir Babic for ages 30-39, 
Kevin Hollebeek for ages 
40-49, Floyd Buck for ages 
50-59, and Ken Walker for 
ages 70-79.
  For the second year, the 

Dam Run event included 
a family fun zone with 
concessions by JC’s Mar-
ket & Deli, bananas and 
apples donated by Black 
River Produce, face 
painting with Mona Frye, 
and a mobile axe throw-
ing unit provided by 
Keene Axe House. 
  The Springfield Dam 

Run was a huge suc-
cess in large part due to 
its sponsors: Kids’ Fun 
Run sponsor HB Energy 
Solutions; Maniac Mile 
sponsor Mascoma Bank; 
hydration sponsor Lamb 
& McNaughton PC; and 
community sponsors 
Belmont Septic Design, 
Claremont Savings Bank, 
Cota & Cota, Springfield 
Rotary Club, and VTel.

Springfield Dam Run 
recap

Runners about to cross the Springfi eld Dam Run fi nish line.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
The Crown Point Wom-
en’s Golf Association (CP-
WGA) proudly hosted 
its annual invitational on 
Sept. 12, at Crown Point 
Country Club (CPCC) in 
Springfield, Vt. 
  A total of 88 women, 

forming 44 two-person 
teams, competed in an ex-
citing 18-hole tournament 
featuring three unique 
formats: six holes of best 
ball, six holes of shamble, 
and six holes of scramble. 

  Tournament results are 
as follows:
  Flight 1 – Gross score: 

first place, Kristen Shaef-
fer and Michelle Devino; 
second place, Lisa Kelly 
and Melissa Rice; third 
place, Darlene Remy and 
Jojo Valente. Net score: 
first place, M.K. Oakley 
and Annie Greenwood; 
second place, Shelley 
Murdock and Elizabeth 
Kolodziej; third place, 
Robin Pettingell and Jen-
nifer Dow.
  Flight 2 – Gross score: 

first place: Kylie Bailey 
and Giselle Lafleche; sec-
ond place, Kathy Martin 
and Doreen Martin; third 
place, Heather Hartford 
and Maddie Streeter. Net 
score: first place, Mary 
Patria and Kim Kiniry, 

second place, Sally Hall and 
Alanna Farnsworth; third 
place, Jane Sandelman and 
Marilyn Scholl.
  Flight 3 – Gross score: 

first place, Jenny Anderson 
and Susan Lockerby; second 
place, Sherry Richardson 
and Suzy Coutermarsh; third 
place, Tish Lewis and Doris 
Ingram. Net score: first place, 
Celeste Bouchard and Tam-
my Nelson; second place, 
Kada Sigl and Hilary Ham-
mond; third place, Barbara 
Courchesne and Meghan 
Courchesne.
  Special contest winners: 

Closest to the pin (Hole 5), 
Alanna Farnsworth; closest 
to the pin (Hole 9), Kristen 
Shaeffer; closest to the pin 
(Hole 13), Linda Dolan; and 
closest to the pin (Hole 18), 
Christine Campbell.
  CPWGA would like to 

thank the following spon-
sors: Gold Sponsors HB En-
ergy Solutions, Skida, and 
Lundgren Subaru of Clare-
mont; Silver Sponsors One 
Credit Union, Cannatrol, 
Cruise Planners, Edgar May 
Health & Recreation Cen-
ter, and Surface Creations; 
Bronze Sponsors All Season 
Construction, Blended Stu-
dio & Suites, Brady/Donahue 
Attorneys at Law, Bushway 
Construction, Christopher 
Fauver DDS, Claremont 

Savings Bank, Copper Fox 
Restaurant, Crissy Webster 
Counseling Services LLC, 
Davis Memorial Chapel, 
DHS Designs – Residential 
Designs, Heiden’s Construc-
tion, IVEK Corporation, 
Jerry Farnum State Farm, 
Lamb & McNaughton PC, 
Parker & Ankuda, Precision 
Software, Red House Press, 
Skip & Carol Cleveland, 
Springfield Aviation, Spring-
field Regional Development 
Corporation, the Richards 
Group – An IMA Company, 
the Sanderson family, the 
Warren family, Ultimate Au-
tobody, and Zen Revolution.
  The following businesses 

provided in-kind donations: 
Woodbury Florist, Wellwood 
Orchards, Willow Farm Pet 
Services, Bibens Ace Hard-
ware, Salon 2000, Claremont 
Country Club, Shear Beauty 
Salon, Brattleboro Country 
Club, Springfield Food Co-
op, and Crown Point Wom-
en’s Golf League.
  The CPWGA extends its 

sincere appreciation to all 
sponsors, raffle donors, vol-
unteers, and participants for 
their generosity and sup-
port. Their contributions 
helped make this event a 
tremendous success and will 
support continued improve-
ments at Crown Point Coun-
try Club. 

CPWGA annual invitational
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LUDLOW, Vt – Benson’s 
Chevrolet is inviting local 
businesses and organiza-
tions to join in the Hal-
loween fun at its annual 
trunk-or-treat on Saturday, 
Oct. 31, from 4-6 p.m. 
Come help fill the Benson’s 
Chevrolet parking lot with 
decorated vehicles, creative 
trunks, lots of treats, and 
plenty of Halloween spirit.
  Local businesses are in-

vited to bring their busi-
ness vehicles, decorate their 
trunks, dress up in their 
favorite Halloween theme, 
and bring treats for the 
kids. Whether the display 
is spooky, silly, creative, 
or downright spectacular, 
Benson’s Chevrolet wants 
you to be part of the cel-
ebration.
  Trunk-or-treat is a great 

way for local businesses to 

connect with families in 
the community while 
helping create a fun and 
safe Halloween experi-
ence for local children. 
So, gather your cowork-
ers, grab your decora-
tions, stock up on treats, 
and join in.

Local businesses invited 
to join Benson’s 
Trunk-or-Treat

CLAREMONT, N.H. – The 
Claremont Parks & Recreation 
Department will host a trunk-or-
treat on Saturday, Oct. 31, from 
3:30-5 p.m., on Pleasant Street 
in Claremont, N.H., featuring 
candy, games, and a haunted 
house. Don’t forget to wear your 
costume!
  Please register at www.tinyurl.

com/Claremont2026Trunkor-
Treat. For more information, call 
603-542-7091.

Register for Claremont 
Parks & Rec Trunk-or-
Treat

Register for the Claremont Trunk-or-Treat. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

Join Benson’s Trunk-or-Treat.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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SHERMANSHERMAN

$$529529

PINNACLEPINNACLE

$$829829

SCARLETTSCARLETT

$$699699

ASTERASTER

$$979979

TROUPERTROUPER

$$819819

RANDELLRANDELL

$$999999

60-DAY CHRISTMAS LAYAWAY! SALE ENDS OCT. 25TH!

NOAH

SOFASOFA
LOVESEATLOVESEAT

$$12591259
$$12391239

KENNEDY

SOFA OR APT SOFASOFA OR APT SOFA
LOVESEATLOVESEAT

$$13691369
$$13291329

OLSON

SOFA OR APT SOFASOFA OR APT SOFA
CHAIR 1/2

$$13991399
$1219

CHARLIE

SOFA OR APT SOFASOFA OR APT SOFA
CHAIR 1/2CHAIR 1/2

$$14291429
$$12391239

SHILOH

SOFA OR APT SOFASOFA OR APT SOFA
CHAIR 1/2

$$14291429
$$12391239

MEYERMEYER

SOFASOFA
LOVESEATLOVESEAT

$$15691569
$$15191519

COLLINSCOLLINS

SOFASOFA
LOVESEATLOVESEAT

$$1569
$$1519

MACKENZIE

SOFA
CHAIR 1/2

$$15691569
$$15191519

LEAHLEAH

FULL SLEEPERFULL SLEEPER
QUEEN SLEEPERQUEEN SLEEPER

$$17791779
$$18891889

RECLINERS BYRECLINERS BY

H O TH O T B U Y S !B U Y S !

CANNESCANNES

$$599599ROCKER OR
WALL HUGGER

$619ROCKER OR
WALL HUGGER

$649ROCKER OR
WALL HUGGER

$689ROCKER OR
WALL HUGGER

$749ROCKER OR
WALL HUGGER

$999ROCKER

$$699699POWER $$719719POWER $$749749POWER $$789789POWER $$849849POWER $$12991299POWER
ROCKER

$$619619ROCKER OR

RAIDERRAIDER

$$999999

CONQUISTADOR

$$749749

SEGERSEGER

$$649649ROCKER OR

CONENCONEN BROSEMERBROSEMER

$$689689ROCKER OR

LAURELLAUREL

NOW NOW $$700700
REG $1,399.99

SOFA

PIPER

NOW NOW $$700700
REG $1,399.99

LOVESEAT

NATALIENATALIE

NOW NOW $$10001000
REG $1,999.99

QUEEN SLEEPER

50% OFF SELECT SOFAS & LOVESEATS WHILE THEY LAST!

PIPERPIPER

MATTRESS CLOSEOUT WHILE THEY LAST!MATTRESS CLOSEOUT WHILE THEY 

XFIRMXFIRM
OR PLUSHOR PLUSH

FIRM-PLUSH OR
MEDIUM PILLOW TOPMEDIUM PILLOW TOP

CLASSICCLASSIC PERFECT SLEEPERPERFECT SLEEPER
COBALT CALMCOBALT CALMDORIANDORIAN

TWINTWIN
FULLFULL
QUEENQUEEN
KINGKING

REG REG $899.99$899.99
REG $1099.99REG $1099.99
REG $1199.99REG $1199.99
REG $1499.99REG $1499.99

NOW NOW $450$450
NOW $550NOW $550
NOW $600NOW $600
NOW $750NOW $750

REG REG $549.99$549.99
REG $699.99REG $699.99
REG $749.99REG $749.99

NOW NOW $275$275
NOW $350NOW $350
NOW $375NOW $375

TWINTWIN
FULLFULL
QUEENQUEEN

OVER 300 RECLINERS & 60 DIFFERENT LIFT RECLINERS IN STOCK BY ASHLEY, BEST HOME, & LA-Z-BOY!

POWER LIFT RECLINERS BYPOWER LIFT RECLINERS BY

$$929929

DESTINDESTIN
3 SIZES
SMALL

MEDIUM
OR LARGE

STARTING AT

$$17991799
STARTING AT

POLARISPOLARIS
ADJUSTABLE

BACK & FOOTREST
3 SIZES
SMALL

MEDIUM
OR LARGE

$$13691369
STARTING AT

ASPENASPEN
WITH

ADJUSTABE
HEADREST

$$14991499
STARTING AT

MARBELLAMARBELLA
ADJUSTABLE

BACK, FOOTREST,
HEADREST & LUMBAR

$$21792179

3 SIZES
SMALL

MEDIUM
OR LARGE

STARTING AT

ALORAALORA

OR LARGE

ADJUSTABLE
BACK, FOOTREST,

HEADREST & LUMBAR
NIRVANA HEAT & MASSAGE

$$25492549
STARTING AT

ARTEMIS IIARTEMIS II
ADJUSTABLE

BACK, FOOTREST,
HEADREST & ECLIPSE

2 SIZES
MEDIUM

OR LARGE

1569
1519

MACKENZIEMACKENZIE

SOFA
CHAIR 1/2

7777
AVAILABLEAVAILABLE
FABRICS!FABRICS!


	VT_VJ_A_001_10_14_26
	VT_VJ_A_002_10_14_26
	VT_VJ_A_003_10_14_26
	VT_VJ_A_004_10_14_26
	VT_VJ_A_005_10_14_26
	VT_VJ_A_006_10_14_26
	VT_VJ_A_007_10_14_26
	VT_VJ_A_008_10_14_26
	VT_VJ_A_009_10_14_26
	VT_VJ_A_010_10_14_26
	VT_VJ_A_011_10_14_26
	VT_VJ_A_012_10_14_26
	VT_VJ_A_013_10_14_26
	VT_VJ_A_014_10_14_26

