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Mikros Technologies named

Business of the Year after 35 years [

BY LISA STICKNEY

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Mikros Technologies has
been manufacturing in-
novative technology for 35
years, building on research
that began with a cooling
project for NASA. In June,
the company was named
2026 Business of the Year in
manufacturing and technol-
ogy by Business NH Maga-
zine. This annual award is
selected by a committee of
previous award recipients
and the New Hampshire
Association of Chamber of
Commerce Executives.

Following the recogni-
tion, Mikros Technologies
was invited to host a net-
working event in collabora-
tion with its local chamber.
On Sept. 17, the company
held a chamber mixer at its
research and development
facility on Colonel Ashley
Lane in Claremont. Elyse
Crossman, of the Greater
Claremont Chamber of
Commerce, reached out
to Ann Thomson, Mikros
Technologies  marketing
manager, to collaborate on
an event welcoming cham-
ber members and the pub-
lic.

“Elyse wrote one of the
four recommendations
required to apply for the
Business of the Year com-
petition. We had been in
ongoing communication,

so it was natural that we
would get on the cham-
ber’s meetup schedule;” said
Thomson.

Founded by Dr. Javier
Valenzuela in 1991, Mik-
ros Technologies grew out
of his research at Creare in
Hanover, N.H., where he
worked as principal engi-
neer and helped develop
cooling technology for NA-
SA’s Space Station Freedom
program. Valenzuela, who
earned degrees from the
University of Notre Dame
and the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology, went
on to develop technology
for commercial applica-
tions.

Jesse McGowen, direc-
tor of technology and en-
ablement at Mikros Tech-
nologies, explained how
the original research led
to two lines of technology,
both involving the ability to
fabricate small passages in
metal. The company’s name
comes from the Greek word
“mikros,” meaning “small”

“Part of that cooling proj-
ect had some technology
that was the beginnings of
the technology we're selling
today;” McGowen said.

Another part of the proj-
ect involved creating mi-
cronozzles for large-scale
printing and scientific ap-
plications. In order to fab-
ricate the tiny nozzles re-
quired, Valenzuela had to

develop his own machinery,
because nothing like it ex-
isted.

Mikros Technologies
initially focused on nozzle
plates for industrial ink-
jet companies. Over time,
Valenzuela returned to his
primary interest in cooling
and heat transfer, develop-
ing products based on that
technology.

Mikros Technologies
moved its manufacturing
operations from Lebanon
to Claremont in 2002. The
original facility eventu-
ally became its research and
development center, while
manufacturing  expanded
into the old Eagle Times
building on River Road in
201e.

Jabil, a global engineer-
ing, supply chain, and
manufacturing  solutions
company, acquired Mikros
Technologies in 2024. The
two companies had an es-
tablished business relation-
ship, with Mikros previ-
ously serving as a supplier
to Jabil. As demand for its
cooling technology grew,
Mikros considered different
ways to expand its manu-
facturing capacity. The ac-
quisition provided financial
backing and a path to scale
its operations to meet the
growing market.

Jabil is one of the world’s
largest contract manufac-
turers, producing prod-

ucts for companies that
design and market their
own technology. McGowen
explained that many ma-
jor technology companies
focus on design, market-
ing, and customer support,
while contract manufactur-
ers handle production. Jabil
also offers engineering ser-
vices to help companies im-
prove and prepare product
designs for manufacturing.

Today, Mikros serves
two related markets: cool-
ing technology used in the
testing of computer chips
during manufacturing, and
liquid cooling solutions
for chips and networking
switches operating in data
centers. As demand for
computing power grows,
particularly for artificial
intelligence, managing heat
has become an increasing-
ly important engineering
challenge.

McGowen described a
shift in the scale of the com-
pany’s work. Historically,
Mikros handled smaller
research and development
projects, including work
with major technology
companies on products that
might not reach the market
for years. The company is
now moving toward high-
er-volume manufacturing
to meet demand for cooling
technology used in large-
scale computing systems.

Over the years, Mikros

Mikros Technologies.

developed cooling solu-
tions for computer chips,
power electronics, high-
power LEDs, and electrical
coils used to focus electron
beams. Although not every
market developed as antici-
pated, McGowen said, the
projects helped build the
company’s technical knowl-
edge, manufacturing meth-
ods, and design capabilities.

He also credited Valenzu-
elas engineering approach
with helping the company
develop technology ahead
of market demand. Rather
than settling for a solu-
tion that simply got the job
done, Valenzuela sought to
develop the best possible
technical solution, McGow-
en explained. As new appli-
cations and larger markets
emerged, that accumulated
experience became increas-
ingly valuable.

Since the acquisition, Mi-
kros has nearly doubled its
headcount, adding employ-
ees across production, ma-
chining, engineering, and
business administration.

Claremont City Council reviews new salary plan

BY ANNE DEMPSEY

CLAREMONT, N.H. - At
the Oct. 14 Claremont City
Council meeting, Director
of Human Resources Shan-
non Thibodeau presented
a new outline for a merit
system modernization plan.
This plan reflects the goals
of mirroring the current
market value of nonunion
salaries within five years,
attracting new employees,
and retaining current em-
ployees. Thibodeau and her
team updated the range of
positions, their job descrip-
tions, and pay ranges. Dur-
ing the first year, salaries
would be raised by an av-
erage of 5%, which would
move salary ranges toward a

midpoint that was requested
by the city manager. The
second-year plan would
bring more employees’ sala-
ries up to or above the mid-
point. Year three would be
dedicated to completing this
transition. Year four would
begin the process of intro-
ducing salaries that reflect
work performance. By year
five, this new merit system
should be fully in place.
Thibodeau stated that this is
only a plan. The council has
30 days to review it, at which
time it is free to reject or ac-

cept it.
Council member Wayne
Hemingway  announced

that Stevens High School
student Gene Gagnon was
recognized by the National

Merit Scholarship Inc. for
his exceptional academic
promise and scholastic ex-
cellence.

The council approved the
appointments of Heather
Irish to Seat 1 on the Clare-
mont Development Board.
Doreen Kusselow was ap-
pointed to Seat 2, and Sha-
ron Wood to Seat 3 on the
Fiske Free Library Board.

There was a first reading
of an ordinance which al-
lows the elderly to apply for
a 3.7% reduction to their
income and assets - not
including their home - as
an exemption when paying
their taxes. An identical or-
dinance allows for a reduc-
tion of taxes for the disabled.
There will be two more

Keene Pumpkin Festival celebrates

fall despite wintry temps

BY PAULA BENSON

KEENE, N.H. - Many
New Hampshire residents
have fond memories of go-
ing to the Keene Pumpkin
Festival when they were
kids - looking forward ev-
ery year to trick-or-treating
at the different downtown
stores and businesses, carv-
ing a pumpkin to add to the
pumpkin tower, and join-
ing the spirited Halloween
costume parade down Main
Street.

One lifelong New Hamp-
shirite who started going to
the festival with her fam-
ily when she was young re-

called huge crowds packing
the streets, “walking shoul-
der to shoulder”

This year’s event, held
Saturday, Oct. 17, was well
attended in spite of the
chilly temperatures and bit-
ter gusts of wind that had
most everyone bundled up
in winter gear and lining up
for hot mulled cider. With
the sun shining and music
and laughter filling the air,
the mood was light and fes-
tive all day.

The traditional kids’ cos-
tume parade started at 2
p-m., at the gazebo in the
square, and was led by A
Company of Witches out

of Marlow, N.H. Families
in costumes followed the
dancing witches down Main
Street to Gilbo Avenue,
where students from MoCo
Arts performed a portion
of the upcoming middle-
school and high-school mu-
sical “The Little Mermaid”
Pick up tickets for the Dec.
12 performance at www.
moco.org/tickets.

There were also a va-
riety of great performers
throughout the day on three
different stages. The New
Hampshire Dance Insti-
tute (NHDI) drew a sizable
crowd, and line dance group
The Monandock Mavericks

readings of these ordinances
before they are formally ap-
proved.

Director of Finance Mau-
reen Hulslander requested
the councils approval to
appropriate funds in the
amount of $4,250 to the
engineering firm Simpson,
Gumpertz and Heger for
subcontractor work on the
exploratory structural work
at the visitors center. This
expense was not included in
the fiscal year 2026 general
fund budget. At that time,
the firm could only state
the cost would not exceed
$5,000. The council ap-
proved this appropriation.

Police Chief Brett Wilmot
requested the council’s ap-
proval of a five-year contract

with Axon Enterprises Inc.
for new conductive energy
weapons, known as tasers,
along with cartridges, train-
ing, and related equipment,
at a cost of $155,895.40 paid
in five equal payments over
five years. The council ap-
proved.

Fiske Free Library Di-
rector James Allen asked
the council’s approval for a
$5,000 grant from the Burn
Foundation, to be used for
a local author series held at
the library planned for early
2027. The council approved.

The Claremont City
Council meets on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednesdays
of each month, at 6:30 p.m.,
in the Claremont City Hall
Council Chambers.

Walls of carved pumpkins along Main Street.
PHOTO BY PAULA BENSON

put on a lively show. Mod-
ern Fools played for fans in
their unique style described
as “seriously retro, cosmic
Americana” A Company of
Witches put on two shows

in the afternoon, and on the
South Stage, in front of the
Colonial Theater, Sonntag
Jazz Collective performed a

See PUMPKIN on Page 2

MIKROS
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“Weve been able to at-
tract a lot of really talented
people,” McGowen said.

For McGowen, the people
remain an important part of
the work. “T've always liked
the people. Youd be able
to kind of learn from and
teach and share experience
with people,” he said. “And
now we have this even big-

ger group of great folks”
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CCCD celebrates

successful nesting season
for eastern meadowlarks

WALPOLE, N.H. - Con-
necticut River Valley Grass-
land Bird Project is cele-
brating a successful nesting
season for eastern mead-
owlarks in the Connecticut
River Valley. New England
has lost more than 95% of
its meadowlark population
in the past 50 years, making
every successful nest vitally
important.

Conventional haying
schedules overlap with the
meadowlark nesting sea-
son, and successful nesting
requires targeted manage-
ment and collaboration
with landowners. We are
grateful to Sullivan County
farmers Alan Putnam, Leo
Roy, and Norm St. Aubin
for adjusting their hay-
field management to pro-
tect meadowlark nests and
give young birds the time
they need to develop flight
skills.

Wed also like to thank
Jen Armstrong, Coleen
Lawlor, and Cat Abbott for
volunteering their time to
locate and monitor mead-
owlark nests throughout

An eastern meadowlark in flight.

the season. A fourth suc-
cessful nest was document-
ed in Rockingham, Vt., on
land owned by Great River
Hydro, with financial sup-
port for delayed mowing
provided by the USDA
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service.

Together, these efforts
demonstrate what is pos-
sible when farmers, land-
owners, volunteers, and
conservation partners work
together to give meadow-
larks the time and habitat
they need to raise young.

The Connecticut River

Our Place fundraiser

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
The 28th Empty Bowl soup
supper to benefit Our Place
Community Food Center
will be held Saturday, Oct.
24, at 5 p.m., at Kurn Hat-
tin Home and School for
Children.

Tickets are now on sale
for the dinner and auction
event that includes a social
hour featuring local beer
and wine, a supper of sig-
nature soups prepared by
local restaurants and chefs,
silent and live auctions of
items and services donated
by local businesses and in-
dividuals, and the launch
of the Our Place Holiday
Basket program. Attendees
will take home a handmade
ceramic bowl as a memen-
to of the evening.

Tickets are on sale on-
line at the center’s website,

www.ourplacevermont.
org/events.

Proceeds from the
Empty Bowl fundraiser
support the food pro-
grams of Our Place, in-
cluding the food pantry,
healthy breakfasts and
lunches five days a week,
and grocery deliveries to
homebound seniors.

Our Place is located
at 4 Island Street in Bel-
lows Falls. The nonprofit
organization serves
families in the greater
Rockingham and sur-
rounding areas, as well
as Walpole and North
Walpole, N.H. Further
information is avail-
able by calling 802-463-
2217, emailing info@
ourplacevermont.org, or
by finding Our Place on
Facebook.

Home of VT’s Freshest Flower using \\'5 Cannatrol.

Mark your Calendar: OCT Events!

NFL FOOTBALL SUNDAYS
Show your Spirit & Save! Spin our Deal Wheel
when you wear your favorite team’s logo

HOT HALLOWEEN DEALS
SAT OCT 31, 9am-6pm
Come in Costume to Spin our Deal Wheel!

RESTOCK & RECHARGE WEEKENDS
Shop w/ FREE cup of coffee/tea/hot chocolate

LOYALTY REWARDS & EVERYDAY DISCOUNTS
*Check our website for all details*

7 Pineview Drive, Chester 802-875-WEED

DownToTheRootsVT.com ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT
AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or
use of cannabis may carry significant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law.
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The effects of edible cannabis may be
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration,
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience
harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the
influence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.

800-831-8883

The ritual logic behind

. HANOVER, N.H. -
Every college has offi-
cial history. The livelier
history is often carried
by what students touch,
sing, avoid, wear, and re-
peat. Dartmouth Home-
coming gathers people
around the Green and
the bonfire, turning a
central landscape into a
temporary ceremonial
center.

James George Frazer
collected  prohibitions
that marked people,
places, and objects as set
apart. His explanations
were often speculative,

PHOTO BY MICK BAISLEY

Grassland Bird Outreach
Initiative is supported
by a partnership among

Windham County yet the basic problem
NRCD, Cheshire County is familiar on a cam-
Conservation  District, pus. Once a community
Ottauquechee =~ NRCD, agrees that a step, touch,

or route carries luck or
danger, observance be-
comes a small test of
local knowledge. That
distinction helps explain
why this particular tra-
dition has lasted.

The green and the
bonfire also show how
rules become meaning-
ful through observance.

and a grant from the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife
Foundation — Northeast
Forests and Rivers Fund.
Learn more about
the Connecticut River
Grassland Bird Initiative
at www.windhamcoun-
tynrcd.org/connecticut-
river-valley-grassland-
bird-project.

Tri Town Collectors

and the bonfire

the Dartmouth Green

Some traditions prescribe
a touch, others prohibit a
step, and still others tell
people exactly when to
sing or gather. The practi-
cal stakes may be tiny, but
the social stakes are not.
Knowing the rule proves
that one has learned the lo-
cal grammar of belonging.
Repeated long enough, a
gesture can become a map
of who is inside the com-
munity and who is still
learning its language.

The example is therefore
best read at two scales. Lo-
cally, it belongs to a specific
school and has a traceable
institutional history. Com-
paratively, it resembles a
much wider human ten-
dency to attach meaning to
repeated acts at moments
of transition or return.
Frazer sometimes col-
lapsed those two scales and
treated similarity as evi-
dence of common origin.
The safer approach keeps
them separate. The local
history tells us where the
custom came from. Com-
parison tells us why the
custom may feel
satisfying, mem-
orable, or bind-
ing once a com-
munity adopts it.

Another clue
comes from

Club meeting

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
The Tri Town Collectors
Club will hold its next
seasonal show featur-
ing coins, paper money,
vintage sports cards,
stamps, postcards, and
other collectibles on
Saturday, Oct. 31, from
9 am. - 3 p.m,, at the

toward kids.

pepsijoseph@yahoo.com.

cards. There will be a free hobby
giveaway table geared especially

There is no admission charge,
and anyone wishing to set up a
free table to sell their material
may arrange to do so by contact-
ing Joe Fuller at 802-379-2353 or

instruction.
People  usually
learn the Green
and the bon-
fire from other
people,  which
makes trans-
mission part of
the tradition it-
self. This is why
the essay treats

chronology as a guardrail.
A known modern origin
should not be overwritten
merely because an older
ritual elsewhere looks sur-
prisingly similar. For a
recurring season, the cus-
tom provides punctuation.
It helps mark beginnings,
climaxes, and returns that
would otherwise blur into
the ordinary calendar. The
old theory is most useful
here after its evolutionary
certainty has been stripped
away.

New Hampshire college
ritual is inseparable from
autumn, when homecom-
ing, fire, animal emblems,
and the return of alumni
all arrive with the changing
season.

There is no need to in-
vent an ancient pedigree.
In fact, the modern date
of a tradition can make the
point sharper. Communi-
ties can manufacture con-
tinuity surprisingly quickly
when repetition gives an
act a place in collective
memory.

What survives is not
necessarily an ancient rite.
What survives is a human
appetite for giving the cal-
endar, the crowd, and a
shared symbol more mean-
ing than any one of them
could carry alone.

Written by Charles E. A.
Lincoln IV. Lincoln holds
degrees from Harvard Uni-
versity, Texas AérM Uni-
versity, the University of
Amsterdam, and Boston
University, and is a doctoral
candidate in comparative
constitutional law at the
University of Groningen.

Charlestown Senior
Center, 223 Old Spring-
field Road in Charles-
town, N.H.

This daylong series
of hobby activities is
packed with fun for the
whole family. Besides
the usual offerings, there
will be many special
guest dealers with dis-
plays of postcards, po-
litical buttons, and vin-
tage and modern sports

AN Now selling Kuma and [
[N  Pacific Energy stoves JLELEI

AVOID k|
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Heat smarter withan - %
outdoor wood furnace.ﬁ"v"

PUMPKIN

From Page 1

skillful set which had
folks of all ages bopping
along with the music.
The jazz ensemble,
made up of musicians Ju-
lia Baer, Logan Phillips,
Kevin Sonntag, Emma
Toscano, and Kyle Trom-
bley, shared a post on its

Efficiently harness renewable
wood energy to reduce — or
even replace — your dependence
on expensive oil, propane, and
electric heat. Enjoy significant
long-term savings and reliable
comfort all winter long.

& Come visit us in our §
 new showroom! =

AN CLASSIC
&N EDGE
QOILY‘X' TITANIUM [HDX

New England Outdoor Furnaces
877 John Stark Highway
Newport, NH 03773
newenglandoutdoorfurnaces.com

WATER WELLS & PUMPS

FAST SERVICE

# 1 CHOICE FOR WINDHAM & WINDSOR COUNTIES

‘www.CushingandSons.com

Our 54th Year
Locally Owned & Operated

FREE ESTIMATES

SITE LOCATION « HYDROFRACKING
PUMP INSTALLATION ¢ GEOTHERMAL

WE DO THE ENTIRE JOB

Facebook page after the fes-
tival: “It might have been
cold today, but we certainly
played hot”

There were a variety of lo-
cal food vendors and more
than 30 craft vendors who
displayed their wares and
tried to keep their pop-up
tents from going airborne
in the wind. There truly was
something for everyone, and
people were happy to see the
festival coming back to life
and gaining in popularity
with the residents of Keene
and surrounding communi-
ties once again.

The party continued into
the evening despite the
frigid nip in the air. With so
many people still wearing

costumes, the mood felt a
lot like Halloween: a little bit
spooky and somewhat mis-
chievous. Downtown bars
and restaurants were packed
with groups of friends gath-
ered for some preholiday
reveling.

The festival is organized
by Let It Shine Inc., a local
nonprofit, which set out to
create a family-friendly cel-
ebration of fall and commu-
nity spirit. Headquartered
in Keene, the charitable
organization raises funds
to help people in need and
assist other nonprofits. It
accepts donations and sells
merchandise  year-round.
Visit Let It Shine’s website at
www.pumpkinfestival.org.

&P

15 Barker St.
Bellows Falls, VT 05101

WENE & Lg,
ELECTRIC

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com - info@llelectricservices.com

%

Tel: 802-460-3479
Fax: 802-460-3480

Accepting cars, trucks, and boats
for heated winter storage and indoor cold storage

burtcoselfstorage.com
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DIAMOND POINT WEALTH PARTNERS

Formerly Huntley Financial Services

Derek Karner

802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT
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ADOPT A PET
LOOKING FOR A HOME

IF YOU WANT TO HELP IN OTHER
WAYS, OUR LOCAL
ORGANIZATIONS ARE ALWAYS
ACCEPTING CHARITABLE DONATIONS

CHARLIE

| am a 26-pound tripod
due to an old bullet
wound. | am shy at first,
but | am a goofy boy

who loves belly rubs.
Heartworm positive, | must
stay in Vermont.

Springfield Humane
Society,
802-885-3997,

401 Skitchewaug
Trail, Springfield, Vt.

\WillowiEarm

Grooming ° Retail Shop * Overnight Boarding * Daycare
Store Hours: Mon-Fri 8-6 and Sat 9-2

#21 Route 106
North Springfield, Vermont 05150

www.willowfarmvermont.com
802-886-5000

BOBBY

| am a 1-2-year-old
lovable guy. I love fo eat,
get pets, and play. | am
cat friendly, and | adore
people.

Springfield Humane
Society,
802-885-3997,

401 Skitchewaug
Trail, Springfield, Vt.

EZE

I am a 3-month-old super
playful kitten that enjoys
chasing sfrings and
purring loudly when you
scratch under my chin.

Lucy Mackenzie
Humane Society,
802-484-5829,
4832 VT Route 44,
West Windsor, Vit.

54 Grain Store Road, Chester, VT
802-875-2333

Pet Food & Supplies « Animal Health Supplies
Fencing & Gates » Stable Needs « Grain & Feed
Soils & Mulches « Garden Seeds & Starting Supplies

SUE

I am 10 years old, and
like to spend lots of time
snuggled up in my bed. |
like to approach people
on my own terms, but
when | do | enjoy lots of
head scrafches.

Lucy Mackenzie
Humane Society,
802-484-5829,
4832 VT Route 44,
West Windsor, Vi.

Tue & Fri, 9am-Spm
Wednesday, 9am-12pm
Saturday, 7:30am-12pm

HEAD

UARTERS _

Walk-In Only Salon 802-885-9595
Valari Freeborne Springfield Shopping Plaza
Owner/Operator Springfield, VT

!%
Veteran

Owned &
Operated

MORNINGSIDE
Service Station

* Custom Exhaust with Warranty
* Full Service Repair Facility

16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH - (603) 543-3166

ALICE
| am beautiful hound

looking for my own home
to Aroooo in! | am dog
and people friendly. A
kind donor has sponsored
my adoption fee to help
me find a home soon.

Springfield Humane
Society,
802-885-3997,

401 Skitchewaug
Trail, Springfield, Vt.

VERONA

| am a 5-year-old gal
looking for an adult-only
home and to be the only
animal. Ideally, my family
would have experience
with the Akita breed. |
enjoy long walks and
playing fetch.

Lucy Mackenzie
Humane Society,
802-484-5829,
4832 VT Route 44,
West Windsor, Vt.

COALTON

Hey, are you looking

for me2 | am 6-year-old
Coalton and | am a sweset,
curious outgoing guy! I'd
be the perfect addifion fo

your family!

Sullivan County
Humane Society,
603-542-3277,

14 Tremont Street,
Claremont, N.H.

_l.cussw s ¥
Place

Daycare

a country K9 kennel

Boarding

802-875-3535 | 248 Elm Street | Chester, VT 05143
GussiesPlace@vermontel.net | www.GussiesPlace.com | Facebook

TRENT

I am 11-year-old Trent.

| am a sweetheart that
came to the shelter with
rotten teeth and urinary
blockage issues. Now I'm
all “fixed up” and ready

for my new family.

Sullivan County
Humane Society,
603-542-3277,

14 Tremont Stireet,
Claremont, N.H.

a v vy
’ LUNDGREN?

Subaru of Claremont
SUBARU 2 family run business since 1964 1

-. Proud Partwlpantf of the Subam Loves Pets Program @

603-542- 9966
152 Charlestown Rd, Claremont, NH 03743

BUSHING

| am 1.5-year-old Bushing.
| have been at SCHS for 6
months and no one knows
why. | am a sweet girl

that gets along great with
other cats and just wants a
family of my own!

Sullivan County
Humane Society,
603-542-3277,

14 Tremont Street,
Claremont, N.H.

M%mn

802-463-8190 / 802-289-0955

Jelley's
DELI

2102 North Main St, Londonderry

VERMONT § ?
LIQUOR STORE Spirits

603-542-4222 | violetsbooks@myfairpoint.net
28 Opera House Square | Claremont, NH 03743

BIBB + JOYCE

We are two kittens
available for adoption.
If you are looking for a
kitten, please reach out
to SHS, as we get them
in often, but they are
adopted very quickly!

Springfield Humane
Society,
802-885-3997,

401 Skitchewaug
Trail, Springfield, Vi.

KOKOPEILLIS

4 Atkinson St. Bellows Falls, VT
802-732-8267
kkpelli43@gmail.com

Visit us on Facebook at Kokopelli’s LLC

CRYSTALS - GEMSTONES - JEWELRY - HANDBAGS
SOUTHWESTERN RUGS - DECOR
CANDLES - INCENSE - SAGE BUNDLES

LOVE

I am 10 years old. | really
enjoy the company of
other cats and made
friends at the shelter. I take
a while fo warm up to new
people, but love getting
pets when [ trust you.

Lucy Mackenzie
Humane Society,
802-484-5829,
4832 VT Route 44,
West Windsor, Vt.

THE
MASIELLO
" | GROUP
JESSICA SAMPLES

Realtor®
jessicasamples@masiello.com

REALTOR'

Cell:  802.376.2739
Office: 603.352.5433

69A Island Street, Suite 3
Keene, NH 03431

@ An Independently Owned
and Operated Franchise.

PUZZLE

| am 10-year-old Puzzle,
and although I look rough,
| am looking better and
better each day with the
proper care and food! |
have a lot of love to give
and | crave attention.

Sullivan County
Humane Society,
603-542-3277,

14 Tremont Street,
Claremont, N.H.

HAPPY HOUR
Wed-Sat, 2-4 pm

. SHAKES
* FRIES

$10 Company Classic
Burger, Oklahoma
Onion Burger, or
Clucker Chicken
603-504-6262 Sandwhich, with Fries!
35 Pleasant St.

Claremont, NH

$5 Shakes!
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Chester Run Club brings
community together ——

CHESTER, Vt. - What
started as a simple observa-
tion of more people out en-
joying Chester’s roads and
trails this spring has grown
into a new community tradi-
tion. The Chester Run Club,
founded by local resident
Emily Martonik, was created
with a straightforward goal:
bring runners of all abilities
together to build friendships,
stay active, and enjoy the
miles together.

“Every time I drove
through town, I kept seeing
different people out run-
ning” Martonik said. “T re-
alized there were probably a
lot of us running the same
roads, just at different times.
I thought it would be fun to
create a space where people
could meet and run togeth-
er’

The club meets every

couple of weeks for a relaxed,
3-to-4-mile run through
Chester. The emphasis isn't
on pace or performance,
its on community. Runners
naturally split into groups
based on their speed, mak-
ing the experience welcom-
ing for everyone, from first-
time runners to experienced
marathoners.

“There are no expec-
tations,  Martonik  said.
“Whether youre training
for a race or just looking to
get outside and meet new
people, everyone is welcome.
Weve even been running
with our kids in jogging
strollers some weeks”

The club reflects a growing
trend of informal commu-
nity running groups popping
up in towns across the coun-
try, offering an accessible
way for people to improve

their health while build-
ing meaningful local con-
nections. With a few more
runs planned as the season
comes to a close, Marton-
ik hopes the Chester Run
Club becomes something
residents can count on for
years to come.

“It's been really reward-
ing to see people who
didnt know each other a
few months ago now mak-
ing plans to run together
outside of the club,” she
said. “That’s exactly what I
was hoping for”

The Chester Run Club
is open to runners of all
experience levels. Infor-
mation about upcom-
ing group runs is shared
through the clubs Face-
book page at www.face-
book.com/groups/ches-
terrunclubvt.

The Vermont Journal

Windham County Dental
joins North Star Health —

BRATTLEBORO,
Vt. - North Star Health
is excited to welcome
Windham County Den-
tal Center into its orga-
nization, a change that
will support the sustain-
ability and expansion of
the center’s services. The
dental center will remain a
safety-net provider, serv-
ing patients who are un-
insured, have Medicaid,
or have private insurance.
Patients will continue to
see the same smiling fac-
es they know when they
come in for a visit.

The partnership builds
on Windham County
Dental Center’s history of
responding to the health
needs of Brattleboro and
surrounding towns. “Join-
ing North Star Health rep-
resents an exciting new

Wallingford Elementary service challenge

WALLINGFORD, Vt. -
Students at Wallingford El-
ementary School (WES) are
setting an ambitious goal for
the 2026-2027 school year:
complete 150 acts of ser-
vice for their school and the
greater Wallingford commu-
nity. But this year, they are
hoping the idea spreads well
beyond Wallingford.

Wallingford Elementary
is challenging other schools
throughout the region and
across Vermont to set their
own service goals and find
meaningful ways for stu-
dents to make a difference
in the communities they call
home. The challenge builds
on an initiative that began
during the 2025-2026 school
year. Wallingford students
and staff set out to complete
100 acts of service and ulti-
mately surpassed their goal,
finishing the year with 104.
This year, WES has raised
the goal to 150.

“The number gives us
something to rally around,
but 150 is not really the
point} said Wallingford
Elementary Principal Phil
Hall. “We want our students
to understand that they don't
have to wait until they are
adults to make a difference.
They are members of this
community right now, and
they are capable of making it
better”

At Wallingford Elemen-
tary, an act of service must
involve at least 30 minutes of
meaningful work and benefit
either the entire school com-
munity or the greater Wall-
ingford community. The
goal is not to count every
individual good deed, but to
give students opportunities
to invest their time, effort,
and energy into something
larger than themselves. Proj-
ects might include main-
taining or improving com-
munity spaces, helping local
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Chester Andover Family Center

() October 24th | ©) 4:30-7pm
o American Legion on Rt. 103, Chester

organizations,  supporting
community events, complet-
ing environmental projects,
creating something that ben-
efits others, or responding to
needs identified by members
of the community.

The school is also invit-
ing the Town of Walling-
ford, local organizations and
businesses, and community
members to help identify
genuine needs that students
can help address. If there is a
park that needs attention, an
organization that could use
extra hands, a seasonal proj-
ect that needs volunteers,
or another age-appropriate
opportunity for elementary
students to contribute, WES
wants to hear about it.

Now, Wallingford Elemen-
tary hopes other schools
will join the effort. A school
might challenge its students
to complete 25, 50, or 100
acts of service. Another

might set a goal based on
its enrollment, organize one
schoolwide service project
each month, or develop a

(ﬂ
FOOD SHELF™

BLACK RIVER GOOD
NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday,

10 AM-3 PM

Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

“Ule are here to hely”

Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

PLAN YOUR DREAM WEDDING AT THE

202!

Saturday
Novermber 7th
2pm-3pm

The Barn at Fox Run Golf Club
89 Fox LLane €xt. LLudlow VT 05149

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

vedal (Kpo

Talk with top wedding professionals.
Discover the newest wedding frends.
Sample delicious wedding cakes.

2 lucky couples will win a FREE
8-day 7-night condo HONEYMOON STAY!

To reserve your spot & your SWAG BAG get

your tickets today!
Tickets are also available at the door

www.thebarnatfoxrunvi.com

challenge that fits the needs
of its own community. What
matters is giving young peo-
ple authentic opportunities
to see themselves as contrib-
utors. The hope is to create a
growing network of students
across Vermont demonstrat-
ing what young people can
accomplish when service be-
comes an intentional part of
school culture.

At Wallingford Elemen-
tary, the initiative connects
directly to the school’s 2026-
2027 theme, “All for One and
One for All) as well as “To-
gether We Grow;” the school
motto introduced during the
2025-2026 school year.

Last year’s 104 acts of ser-
vice demonstrated what one
small school community
could accomplish when stu-
dents, educators, and com-
munity members worked
toward a common goal. This
year, Wallingford Elemen-
tary hopes to accomplish
even more, and inspire other
schools to start their own
challenges along the way.
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chapter for our community.
By broadening our resources
and strengthening our part-
nerships, we can expand the
services and opportunities
available to our patients. This
partnership provides greater
sustainability for our dental
center while allowing us to
continue focusing on what
matters most — improving
the health and wellbeing of
our community; said Karen
Wilber, executive director of
Windham County Dental
Center.

North Star Health Board
Chair Bob Flint said, “We're
pleased to be bringing Wind-
ham County Dental into the
North Star family. We look
forward to working together
to continue to increase ac-
cess to dental services in the
Brattleboro area”

Windham County Den-
tal Center was established

through a partnership

between United Way of

Windham County and

Brattleboro Memorial

Hospital in response to

the 2017 community

needs assessment. The

assessment identified a

significant gap in dental

care for people covered
by Medicaid. The center
opened in 2019, moved
to its current location
at 53 Fairview Street in

2023, and became part of

North Star Health on Oct.

1, 2026.

David Sanville, interim
CEO of Brattleboro Me-
morial Hospital (BMH),
shared, “The success of the
Windham County Dental
Center demonstrates what
can be achieved when
community organizations
unite around a shared
goal. The partnership be-
tween BMH and United
Way created a lasting so-
lution that continues to
expand access to dental
care for those who need it
most”

The United Way plans

to continue its involve-

ment by supporting expand-
ed services for school-aged
children in the region. “We
see the dental center’s move
to North Star Health as a
real opportunity to deepen
our partnership and support
North Star’s growing pres-
ence in Windham County.
We hope to explore ways to
connect North Stars health
services with local schools
so school-aged children and
their families can access pri-
mary care more easily,” said
Rebecca Baruzzi, executive
director of United Way of
Windham County.

The move will also partly
support Brattleboro Memo-
rial Hospital’s sustainability
through rental income that
was not previously collected.

Joshua R. Dufresne, CEO
of North Star Health, said,
“This is part of our ongoing
effort to expand and serve
the underserved popula-
tion in Brattleboro. Bringing
Windham County Dental
Center into the fold will pro-
vide greater administrative
support in areas such as hu-
man resources, information
technology, and communi-
cations, allowing employees
to focus more fully on caring
for patients”

“I have long supported
bringing a federally qualified
health center into Windham
County, the only county in
Vermont without a com-
munity health center. I am
very pleased that North Star
Health is taking over opera-
tions of Windham County
Dental Center. Federally
qualified health centers are
one bright spot in our oth-
erwise broken healthcare
system. They serve anyone
who walks through the door,
regardless of whether they
have insurance or not. They
provide comprehensive,
community-based care and
help reduce health dispari-
ties, particularly in rural ar-
eas where access to providers
can be limited,” commented
U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders.

DARIEN RENERIERGGE NN ST TR ERENE

Serving Our Community Since 1998

WALK-IN EYE EXAMS
WELCOME

No Appointment Necessary

www.darieneyewearkeene.com

OUR SERVICES
* COMPREHENSIVE EYE EXAMS
¢ DESIGNER FRAMES & LENSES
 CONTACT LENS SERVICES
¢ EXPERT FRAME REPAIR

HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-2pm, Closed Sunday & Monday
172 Emerald St, Unit A, Keene, NH 03431 ¢ (603) 355-2020

APR AS LOW AS

4% | 4.24%

Finance or Refinance your Car, Truck, Snowmobile,
Camper, Motorcycle, ATV, Boat, & More.

non-residential loans on

ly. Not applicable for deposit account secured loans. Not all applicants will quali

credit union

* APR =Annual Per(ema%e Rate. Rates will vary based on your individual credit. This special does not apply to current loans held with 802 Credit Union, and is for secured,

. Share account required. All loans receiving this special offer must close by

November 30, 2026. Loan applications must be submitted by November 1, 2026. Additional terms & conditions apply. Contact us for all of the details. Federally insured by NCUA.
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Dartmouth
Health study finds
rural older adults
have less access to
intensive hospice

care

LEBANON, N.H. - Older
adults living in rural com-
munities are less likely to
receive hospice care, and
when they do, are less likely
to receive the most intensive
hospice services for severe
symptoms, according to a
new study led by a Dart-
mouth Health researcher
and published in the Jour-
nal of the American Medi-
cal Association (JAMA).
The study found that 52.4%
of older adults who died in
urban ZIP codes received
hospice care, compared with
44.8% of those in the most
rural ZIP codes.

Among people who re-
ceived hospice care, rural
and urban patients were
similarly likely to receive
routine visits from hospice
nurses, social workers, and
aides, despite the longer dis-
tances rural hospice teams
often travel to reach pa-
tients.

“Rural hospice teams are
doing a remarkable job of
providing routine care to pa-
tients despite the challenges
of distance and geography,”
said Dr. Claire Ankuda, lead
author of the study, palliative
medicine physician at Dart-
mouth Health, and associate
professor of medicine and
of health policy and clini-
cal practice at Dartmouth’s
Geisel School of Medicine.
“What we found is that the
biggest differences emerge
when patients need more
intensive, round-the-clock
support — and that’s the gap
we need to understand bet-
ter”

The study found signifi-
cant differences in access
to two types of intensive
hospice care. General in-
patient hospice care, which
provides around-the-clock
care for patients with severe
symptoms that cannot be
managed at home, was pro-
vided to 21.7% of hospice
patients in urban ZIP codes

compared with 12.7% of
patients in the most rural
ZIP codes.

Continuous home care,
which provides at least
eight hours of nursing
care in a patient’s home,
was provided to 2.5% of
hospice patients in urban
ZIP codes compared with
just 0.5% of patients in
the most rural ZIP codes.

The findings highlight
challenges facing rural
hospice providers, where
greater travel distances,
workforce shortages, and
lower population density
can make it more diffi-
cult to provide intensive
services. The researchers
point to one possible fix:
a rural payment adjuster
that would let Medicare
pay rural hospice agen-
cies more for delivering
general inpatient and
continuous home care,
helping offset the added
cost of providing inten-
sive services in low-den-
sity areas.

“Rural patients should
have the same opportu-
nity to receive the level
of hospice care they need,
regardless of where they
live)” said Ankuda. “Un-
derstanding what is driv-
ing these differences is
an important next step so
we can identify ways to
improve access to high-
intensity hospice care in
rural communities”

The study was conduct-
ed by researchers from
Dartmouth Health/Geisel
School of Medicine; the
Icahn School of Medi-
cine at Mount Sinai; the
University of California,
San Francisco; and Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute.

The full study, “Rural-
Urban Disparities in the
Delivery and Intensity
of the Medicare Hospice
Benefit,” is published in
JAMA.

United Church of Ludlow (UCC and Methodist), 48

Pleasant St.

The United Church of Ludlow is an Open and Affirming

Church of the United Church of Christ, and a Reconciling
Congregation of the United Methodist Church. Everyone
is truly welcome here, without exception. Sunday service

is held at 10 a.m., in person and on Zoom, followed by a
fellowship hour. Call 802-356-8046 for more information

or for the Zoom link.

Church of Christ, Rt. 11, 972 Chester Rd.
Sunday coffee and fellowship time at 9:30 a.m.,
adult Bible study at 10 a.m., worship service at 11
a.m. includes a group meeting for children. Live
or past services can be viewed on Facebook at

SpringfieldVTChurchofChrist. Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.,

adult class on different topics meets in the Fellowship Hall,

accessed by parking in the back of the church. For more
information, call Jamie Kurpiel, Evangelist, at 870-615-
0452 or email jckurpiel@yahoo.com. If no answer, call

802-886-2670.

Precision Valley Baptist Church, 69 Rt. 106

Join our worship service every Sunday at 10 a.m.

Diane M. Neronsky, 1934-2026

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Di-
ane M. Neronsky, 91, of
Springfield, Vt., peacefully
passed away on Oct. 8, 2026,
leaving behind a legacy of
love and kindness. Born on
June 2, 1934, in Rutland, Vt.,
she is the daughter of Jo-
seph and Eileen (Loveday)
Pockette. When her family
moved to Springfield during
her fourth-grade year, she
met her lifelong best friend,
Lydia (Peterson) Dzewal-
towski. She graduated from
Springfield High School in
1952. Dian€’s joyful spirit
shone brightly, as she was
Springfield’s majorette and
also instructed majorette
and baton students across
New England.

On July 2, 1955, she mar-
ried her true love, Spring-
field native Ray Neronsky.
They spent 11 years starting
their family in Charlotte,
N.C., before returning to
Springfield. Diane and her
beloved brother, Tommy
(“TT”), were prominent fig-
ures in their community,
known for directing and
leading Springfield’s Junior
Miss and Apple Blossom
Cotillions for many years.
Diane also played a signifi-
cant role in the family busi-
ness, the Precision Valley
Motel, and was an active
member of her church. For
half a century, she valued
the friendships she culti-
vated through the Catholic
Daughters at Saint Mary’s
Parish.

Diane was known for her
kindhearted, lively spirit.
She loved creating a beau-
tiful home, taking annual
trips to Maine with her girl-
friends, and spending time
with those she cared about.
Always caring and gener-
ous, Diane committed her
time to helping others -
whether giving a ride to an

Diane Neronsky, 1934-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

appointment, volunteering
at the hospital coffee shop,
offering needed words of
encouragement, or simply
stopping by for a friendly
visit.

Her life was devoted to
her three beloved sons, John
Joseph (Sandy), Jeff (Mary),
and Jerry (Mark); and her
treasured grandsons, John
Raymond and Matthew.
They truly were the mean-
ing of her life. Diane was
a remarkable and selfless
mother and grandmother,
whose happiness stemmed
from cherished moments
with her family, including
her dear cousins, nieces,
and nephews. She will be
profoundly missed, but will
stay forever in the hearts
and memories of those who
loved her.

She was preceded in death
by her loving husband, Ray,
and her dear, sweet son Jeff.

A memorial service will
be held on Friday, Oct. 23,
at 2 p.m., at the Davis Me-
morial Chapel in Spring-
field, Vt. Father Larry, of St.
Mary’s Holy Family Church,
will officiate.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made
to Springfield Center for
Living and Rehabilitation,
105 Chester Road, Spring-
field, VT 05156.
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OBITUARIES: A 200-word obituary is $100, and $0.60
per word thereafter. A photo is an additional $20. Email
to editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday at 12 p.m.
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Serving the Southern Vermont Tier:

O (802) 738-8686
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Auto Parts e HD Truck e Paint & Body
Kevin“Coach” Tallman

Industrial & Commercial Outside Sales

Brattleboro, Bellows Falls, Londonderry & Springfield, VT

Q ktallman@sanelnapa.com

‘

MORNINGSIDE
Service Station

« Custom Exhaust with Warranty
¢ Full Service Repair Facility

% Veteran Owned & Operated

(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH
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Erica Low Moody, 1967-2026

KEENE, N.H. - Erica
Low Moody, of Keene,
N.H., passed away peace-
fully on Oct. 9, 2026, after a
long battle with kidney fail-
ure. She was born on Oct.
6, 1967, in Baltimore City,
Md., to Nanci Low Mac-
Millan and Sidney Low Jr.

Erica graduated from
Keene High School in
1985 and went on to earn a
Bachelor of Science degree
in behavioral science and
a Master of Education de-
gree from Keene State Col-
lege. In 2020, she earned a
second Master of Educa-
tion degree in educational
leadership and administra-
tion from Plymouth State
University, followed by her
Certificate of Advanced
Graduate Studies (CAGS)
in 2021. At the time of her
passing, Erica was looking
forward to completing her
Ph.D.

Erica was a constant and
caring presence at Bellows
Falls Union High School in
Vermont for many years,
where she worked as a spe-
cial education teacher. She
poured her heart into help-
ing her students succeed
and made a lasting impact
on their lives and futures.

“To the world, you may
be just a teacher, but to
your students, you are a
hero”

Justin Vieu, 2026

CHESTER, Vt. - We are
deeply saddened to an-
nounce the passing of our
cherished son, Justin Vieu,
on Oct. 5, 2026. His char-
ismatic  personality and
infectious smiles will be
greatly missed by all who
knew him.

In addition to immensely
loving his girls, Justin had
a passion for the outdoors
and enjoyed fishing, hunt-
ing, and snowmobiling.

He is survived by his
adoptive parents, Janice
and George Berube; his
girlfriend, Tasha Long; and
their two children, Crystel-
la and Rézaleigh.

Justin also leaves behind
his birth parents, Mary
Golec and Daniel Vieu;
his wife, Melissa Vieu; his
grandmothers, Pauline
Golec and Shelly Pois-
son; his brother, Jonathan
McKeever, and his adoptive
parents, Jill and Mack McK-
eever; his sisters, Haileigh
Vieu, Sadeigh Vieu, Rae-
lynn Vieu, Alexis Vieu, Aa-

Like us on

Facebook!

@VermontJournal

Erica Low Moody, 1967-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Erica leaves behind her
parents, Nanci Low Mac-
Millan and Sidney Low Jr.,
of Orono, Maine; her sister,
Ariana Marchesini, and
brother-in-law, Alex Mar-
chesini, of Camden, Maine;
and her stepdaughter, Paige
Flammia, Paige’s husband,
Joseph Flammia, and their
son, Joey.

Erica was predeceased by
her brother, Skip Low, of
Winterport, Maine.

There are no events
scheduled at this time.

Those who wish to honor
Erica’s memory may make
a donation to the Spring-
field Humane Society in
Springfield, Vt., at 401
Skitchewaug Trail, Spring-
field, VT 05156.

Condolences to the fam-
ily may be expressed at
www.brookingssmith.com.

Justin Vieu, 2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

liyah Clark, and Autumn
Moore; stepsiblings Taylor
Raymond and Lucas Defal-
co; and his lifelong friends
Alias Hazen-Foster and
Carl Long Jr.

OVER 2000

BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CafVEAR =

41

CANON TIRE

1-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT
802-674-5600
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GENERAL

AUTO SALVAGE Co.nc
New Hampshire and Vermont's Largest Auto Recycler!!!

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete - Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

800-562-3845 - 603-542-9595 — sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743

David Chaves
EXCAVATING

Family Owned & Opernated Scuce 1950

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

WA UNTIL

Women’s Study group meets on Tuesdays at 6 p.m., and
Mens Study Group meets on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. All
are welcome! For more information, check out Facebook
@PrecisionValleyBaptistChurch.

Springfield Assembly of God, 269 River St.

Sunday morning service is 10 a.m. Evening service is 6
p.m. Go to www.facebook.com/Springfield-Assembly-of-
God-156583214402910 for links and more information.

CHURCH SERVICES: We run Church Services on an
alternating schedule. Subject to space. All services are
posted online at www.VermontJournal.com.

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish
Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

SWERICAS ORIGINAL BUTGRES
OMAHA STEAKS

SINCE 1917

Butcher's Classic Pack
4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
4 PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)

4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

81081XEL separately $323-93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE s12999

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399 | 1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 81081XEL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last
Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area.
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 26M8931 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

Scan Now To Order

=] '=.

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399




6 | October 21, 2026

OCT. 22 -
LONDONDERRY, Vt. - The
Second Congregational
Church of Londonderry,
2051 North Main Street
(Vermont Route 11), will
serve a community lunch
on Thursday, Oct. 22, at
12 p.m. The menu will

be a traditional turkey
dinner and dessert. Fun,
fellowship, and great food.
All are welcome. A free-will
offering will be gathered. No
takeout available. For more
information, call the church
office at 802-824-6453.

OCT. 23 -

BRATTLEBORO, Vi. — A
screenplay reading of Alfred
Hitchcock’s 1955 film “The
Trouble With Harry” will

be held on Friday, Oct. 23,
at 7 p.m., at the Latchis
Theatre, 50 Main Street.

For more information or

to purchase tickets, visit

www.app.arfs-people.
com/2show=363446.

OCI. 24 -

BRIDGEWATER CORNERS,
Vt. - The Bridgewater
Grange, 129 Route 1004,
will host a potluck with live
music by Bbang on Saturday,
Oct. 24, from 6-8 p.m. There
will be pumpkins, Halloween
candy, and apples to take
home. All are welcome.
Bring a dish to share.

CHESTER, Vt. — The Chester-
Andover Family Center

will host its Empty Bowls
fundraiser on Saturday, Oct.
24, from 4:30-7 p.m., at the
Chester American Legion,
635 Vermont Route 103.
There will be raffles, a live
auction, delicious soups, and
tasty treats available.

OCT. 24-25 -
NEWFANE, Vt. — The
Historical Society of
Windham County
presents “A Potluck of
Stories: Windham County

Vermont.

Dated: October 5, 2026

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF PETITIONS
FOR ELECTION OF CONSERVATION
DISTRICT SUPERVISOR
FOR THE OTTAUQUECHEE NATURAL
RESOURCES CONSERVATION DISTRICT

To all those residing within the boundaries of the
Ottauquechee Natural Resources Conservation District
(NRCD), notice is hereby given that on October 19, 2026
petitions for the position of supervisor for the conservation
district will be available. An election will be held on December
7, 2026 for two supervisors for the district. Petitions must

be completed and returned to the local conservation district
office by close of business on November 3, 2026.

Only persons, firms, and corporations who hold title in
fee land and residing within such an organized district are
eligible to sign a petition or vote.

Conservation districts are local subdivisions of state
government established under the Soil Conservation Act of

An eligible voter may contact Ottauquechee Natural
Resources Conservation District at (802) 369-0697 or
onrcdl@gmail.com for a petition or more information or
visit 28 Farmvu Drive in White River Junction, Vermont;
petitions are located just inside the front foyer.

TOWN OF CHESTER
NOTICE OF HEARING FOR CONDITIONAL
USE PERMIT

Merridith Sylvester/Bright Beginnings LLC has applied for a
conditional use permit to operate a Childcare business at the
property located at 26 Main Street.

The Town of Chester Development Review Board will
conduct a site visit at 5:00 PM on Monday, November 9,
2026, at 26 Main Street and will hold a hearing on this

application at 6:00 PM on Monday, November 9, 2026, at the
Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester. A copy of
the application and additional information may be obtained
from the Zoning Administrator. Participation in this hearing
in person, via videoconference, or in writing is a prerequisite
to the right to take any subsequent appeal.

A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom
videoconference may be found on the Town of Chester
website home page at www.chestervt.gov.

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 16th day of October 2026.

Hugh Quinn

Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
zoning@chestervt.gov

Remembers,” on Saturday,
Oct. 24, at 7 p.m., and
Sunday, Oct. 25, at 2 p.m.,
at Newfane’s Union Hall, 5
Church Street. A different
program of stories from
Windham County’s past and
present is slated for each
date - tales told by people
from area fowns that shed

a light on where we've
come from to become who
we are. Organizers say
“personal accounts are more
important now than ever
before. As we morph info
an even more technology-
driven culture, we'd do well
to hold on to what makes

us human, the things Al
can't fell: our stories.” The
programs are free, though
donations to the Historical
Society of Windham County
will be welcomed. The hall

is accessible. For more
information, visit www.
potluckofstories.carrd.co or
email verbatimvi@gmail.
com.

OCT. 26 -

LUDLOW, Vt. - The Black
River Valley Senior Center,
10 High Street, will host a
Halloween party on Monday,
Oct. 26, at 12 p.m. There
will be a costume contest
with cash prizes, and finger
sandwiches and cupcakes
will be served. Please make
reservations by calling 802-
228-7421. Free cash bingo
will follow. All ages are
welcome.

NOV. 7 -
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. -
Gerry Grimo & The East Bay
Dance Combo will perform
at the Charlestown Senior
Center, 5 Acer Heights, on
Saturday, Nov. 7, from 7-9
p.m. This will be a Roaring
"20s-themed social dance.
Dress in period costume for
good fun. Small suggested
donation. There is a large
dance floor and comfortable
seating. Snacks will be
available, BYOB.

MONDAYS -
CLAREMONT, N.H. - The

Claremont Senior Center,
5 Acer Heights, holds line
dancing every Monday
night, at 7 p.m., with
Dorianne Lescord. Free for
members, small entry fee
for nonmembers. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

CLAREMONT, N.H. - The
Claremont Senior Center,

5 Acer Heights, holds

chair yoga every Monday
morning, at 9:30 a.m., with
Brianna Renner. Free for
members, small entry fee
for nonmembers. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Women's pool games are
played every Monday, from
9am.-12p.m., at the
Claremont Senior Center, 5
Acer Heights. Come be a
part of this fun activity with
likeminded women. For

more information, call 603-
543-5998.

TUESDAYS -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Come check out TOPS -
Take Off Pounds Sensibly.
We are a nonjudgmental,
affordable, and supportive
weight loss group. The first
visit is free. All are welcome;
youth must be at least 9 to
attend and have parental
permission. Meetings are
every Tuesday at 25 Cherry
Hill in Bellows Falls. Weigh-
ins start at 5 p.m.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — Senior
Solutions, in collaboration
with Tai Chi Vermont, is
offering its “Tai Chi for Falll
Prevention” beginner class
in the Great Hall, 100 River
Street (parking at Pearl
Street enfrance) on Tuesdays,
from 10:40-11:40 a.m. Tai
chi not only helps to lower
the risk of falling, but also
improves concentration,

leg strength, balance, and
coordination, and reduces
joint pain and stress. Come
join us; it's fun and it’s free.
For more information, email
suerubl@aol.com.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — Tai
Chi Vermont-certified

enforcement.

YOUR CAREER IN LAW ENFORCEMENT
BEGINS HERE

The Town of Ludlow Police Department is seeking a
highly motivated individual ready to begin a career in law

WEe'll sponsor and pay you to attend the Vermont Police
Academy, upon successful program completion, a position
with the Ludlow Police Department awaits you.

The Vermont Journal

LEGAL NOTICES

teacher Jo Bregnard will
lead o weekly beginner
bafa wubu tai chi practice,
online and in person, from
the Springfield Unitarian
Universalist Meetinghouse,
21 Fairground Road), on
Tuesdays, from 10-11 a.m.,
Sept. 8-Nov. 3. All are
welcome, and all classes
will be recorded. For pricing
details and to sign up, visit
studio.jobregnard.com/
product/95776.

LUDLOW, Vt. — The infant
and toddler playgroup at the
Fletcher Memorial Library,
88 Main Street, is held on
Tuesday mornings, from
10:30 a.m. — 12 p.m. This
playgroup is best suited

for children ages 5 and
younger, and is a great
opportunity for kids and
families to meet and enjoy
interactive time together.
Whether it's playing with
cars, cooking up a meal in
the play kitchen, or sharing
a story, there are plenty of
activities available to choose
from.

WEDNESDAYS -
LUDLOW, Vt. — The Fletcher
Memorial Library, 88

Main Street in Ludlow, will
host kids’ story fime on
Wednesdays, from 10:30-
11 a.m., from Sept. 16

— Dec. 16. Story time is a
wonderful weekly routine to
establish with your young
child. Each week focuses
on early literacy activities,
stories, and songs, and
ends with a craft or science
exploration. It is a great
opportunity for your child
to socialize and meet

new friends, and for adult
caregivers o connect. Best
suited for ages 5 and under.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — Every
Wednesday morning, from
8-11 a.m., at the Springfield
VFW Post 771, 191 River
Street, we get together with
fellow veterans for coffee
and donuts, and socialize
for a few hours. All veterans
of all ages are welcome. You
do not have to be a VFW or
American Legion member to
come. Call 802-885-6008
for more information.

THURSDAYS -
CLAREMONT, N.H. - The
Claremont Senior Center,

5 Acer Heights, holds
computer clinics on the
second and fourth Thursdays
of every month, from
12:20-3 p.m. Bring your
computer or laptop in if you
need help with it. This is for

Emily and Luke will help you
troubleshoot any problems
you are having. This is a free
service, except for the cost of
replacement parts. They can
also help you with your cell
phone, especially Android
phones. To make an
appointment, call the senior

center at 603-543-5998.

CLAREMONT, N.-H. - A
fly-tying class will be held

at the Claremont Senior
Center, 5 Acer Heights, on
Thursday evenings, from 6-8
p.m. Tools and instruction
are available for free, with

a small charge to cover
materials. The class is limited
to five students. If interested,
contact Lloyd Mann at
I[rmann126@gmail.com.

FRIDAYS -

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. -
Main Street Arts, 35

Main Street, will hold the
“Originals & Traditionals”
Open Mic Night on the
fourth Friday of every
month, from 7-9 p.m.,
hosted by musician Putnam
Smith. Sign-ups begin at
6:30 p.m. All material
should be original or
“traditional” (i.e., in the
public domain). Each
performer can perform two
songs or up to 10 minutes,
whichever comes first. If
you have any questions,
please contact Smith at
putnamsmith@gmail.com.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Join us
on Main Street, from 5-8
p.m., every fourth Friday

in May, June, July, August,
September, and October.
Events feature a vibrant
downtown experience filled
with local vendors, live music
in the park, and plenty

of activities for everyone

fo enjoy. Presented by
Springfield on the Move,
Copper Fox, and Gallery ot
the Vault.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — “Release
& Realign” yoga classes with
teacher Jo Bregnard meet
on Fridays, Oct. 23 — Dec.
18 (no class Nov. 27), from
10-11 a.m., at the Unitarian
Universalist Meetinghouse,
21 Fairground Road.

All are welcome, no
experience necessary. Visit
studio.jobregnard.com/
product/96156 for complete
details and to sign up for
online access (livestream
and recordings). Sign up

for the full series and attend
in person fo receive a set of
props to keep while supplies
last. For more information,

TOWN OF CHESTER
NOTICE OF HEARING FOR SUBDIVISION
PERMIT

Jacques Dodier has applied for a Subdivision Permit for a
property located at 512 VT RT 103 South in the Town of
Chester. The proposed minor subdivision will divide an
existing parcel of 1.14 acres into a Lot 1 of .47 acres and a Lot
2 of .67 acres.

The Town of Chester Development Review Board will
conduct a site visit at 5:30 PM on Monday, November 9,
2026, at 512 VT RT 103 South and will hold a hearing on this
application at 6:00 PM on Monday, November 9, 2026, at the
Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester. A copy of the
application and additional information may be obtained from
the Zoning Administrator. Participation in this hearing in
person, via videoconference, or in writing is a prerequisite to
the right to take any subsequent appeal.

A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom
videoconference may be found on the Town of Chester
website home page at www.chestervt.gov.

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 16th day of October 2026.

Hugh Quinn

Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
zoning@chestervt.gov

Starting pay: During entry-level training: $26.47/hour with
benefits including insurances/pension

Submit cover letter/resume/ and employment application
(www.ludlow.vt.us ) to Chief Jeftrey Warfle via email Jeffrey.
warfle@vermont.gov

Your career. Your community. Your opportunity.
APPLY TODAY!

TOWN & VILLAGE OF LUDLOW
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing before the Ludlow Development Review
Board will be held on Monday, November 9, 2026 at 6:00
P.M., in the Francis J. Heald auditorium, at the Ludlow Town
Hall, 37 Depot Street, and via Zoom, to hear the following
applications:

« Scott & Rita Tucker | Application #SUB-26-012 |
Application is to subdivide an existing 3.74-acre site into two
(2) lots: Lot 1=1.18 acres; Lot 2=2.53 acres. This property is
located in the Town Residential Commercial IT district.

« The Mill Homeowners Association | Application #80-
50-CU, Amd. 5; 464-18-FHR, Amd. 5 | Flood Hazard and
Conditional Use Review for a non-substantial improvement
to an existing structure located within the floodway. This
property is located in the Village Residential-Commercial
zoning district.

« Jonathan Dubinski | Application #SUB-26-001 | Applicant
is continuing the Development Review Board’s June 8, 2026
hearing for a subdivision that was denied under Board
Order dated July 6, 2026. This property is located within the
Village Residential District.

The meeting Agenda will be available on Ludlow’s Web page,
www.ludlow.vt.us with the Zoom ID and the URL link.

Additional information about this application is available in
the Planning and Zoning office at the Town Hall.

Erin Ladd, MSRED
Director of Planning & Zoning

seniors older than 50 only. ~ email jo@jobregnard.com.

Town of Ludlow, Vermont
FT Patrol Officer Job Opening

Ludlow Police Department is accepting applications for a
Full-Time Patrol Officer.

Seeking motivated certified candidates. Lateral transfers
and out-of-state certified officers are encouraged to
apply. Competitive starting pay is $30.96-$49.49/hour,
commensurate with level of certification/experience, plus
shift differentials of 5% and 7%.

Excellent benefits, including but not limited to, Insurance/
Pension/ PTO.

Must possess a valid driver’s license, pass background,
physical, psychological exams, and meet Vermont Criminal
Justice Council requirements.

To apply: Submit resume, cover letter, and completed application
to Chief Jeffrey Warfle at Jeffrey.warfle@vermont.gov.
Application is available on Town’s website www.ludlow.vt.us

NOW HIRING DIRECTOR OF PLANNING &
ZONING TOWN OF LUDLOW, VT

The Town of Ludlow seeks a qualified professional to lead
municipal planning, zoning administration, permitting, and
community development.

Qualifications: Bachelor’s degree in a related field or 3-5
years of planning/zoning experience. Vermont land-use
knowledge preferred.

Benefits: Comprehensive health, dental, life and disability
insurance; retirement plan; paid leave and holidays.

Salary: Commensurate with experience.

Apply: Submit cover letter, resume and three professional
references to Penny Wu, Municipal Manager, at PWu@
ludlow.vt.us or Town of Ludlow, PO Box 359, Ludlow, VT
05149.

Position Open until filled. Equal Opportunity Employer.
For more Application and Job Description details: go to our
website: www.ludlow.vt.us
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BUYING/
SELLING

COINS, PAPER $$, POKEMON,
SPORTS CARDS, POSTCARDS,
and other collectibles. SAT. OCT.
31, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., at the
Charlestown, NH Senior Center.
Tables and house calls avail-
able. For information, contact
802-379-2353 or pepsijoseph@
yahoo.com.

CLEAN OUTS +
MORE

EZ-Dump Enterprises has a 15-
yard dump trailer available for
rent. We're also here for heating
equipment, appliance removal,
home/storage unit clean outs,
stump grinding, and refinishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfield, V+. area. Call/text
802-376-1168 or email ezdump.
bl@gmail.com.

ELECTRICIAN

LEVI ELECTRIC - 917-417-7880
levielectricvt.com — Trusted resi-
dential electrician with 10+ years
experience. Upgrades, lighting,
EV chargers, panels, service calls.
Proctorsville-based. Quality work,
fair pricing, free estimates.

FOR SALE

WEATHERSFIELD, Vt. - Three
2-year-old, very well built
garage/barn doors. 2 ea. 8x7,
1 ea. 10x7. You pick up. Asking
$500 OBO. Call 802-263-9876
affer 10 a.m. No fexting, no
voicemail.

HELP WANTED

LUDLOW, Vt. — PART-TIME HELP
WANTED: Vacation rental com-
pany seeks a Ludlow-area local
to inspect condos, handle guest
issues, and coordinate repairs.

Reliable transportation and some
winter weekend availability need-
ed. Earn extra income with room
to grow. Text 650-300-9573 or
email omg.ludlow@gmail.com to

apply.

technicians ~ wanted!  Black
Magic Chimney and Scott's Clean
Sweep. Manchester and West
Dover, Vt. Starting at $22/hr. Full
time, year-round work. Benefits,
paid training. No experience

needed. Call 802-768-7188.

TIES - Full-time/Part-time carpen-
ter/handyman needed for local
construction company. Pay starts
at $35-$75/hour, more skills -
more pay. Call Kent at Vermont
Services, 802-779-3186.

representative wanted to assist
area businesses in  marketing
their services in our papers, while
promoting special sections and
featured events. Must be avail-
able every Thursday and Friday.
Salary based on experience, plus
set weekly mileage compensation.
Room for growth of days and
territory. Please email publisher@
vermontjournal.com or call 802-

228-3600.

you live in Ludlow or Chester and
participate in local selectboard
meetings? Write for us! Please
email publisher@vermontjournal.
com or call 802-228-3600.

SNOW
PLOWING

LUDLOW, Vt. - Snowplowing and
sanding, Ludlow areq, residential
only. Reasonable rates. Contact
SK Logging at 802-384-0313.

YARD SALE

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Pre-Estate
Sale, weekends thru October. 10
a.m. — 4 p.m., 20 Commonwealth
Ave, Springfield. Tools, toys,
trains, boats, cars, furniture.

r

for publication.

thereafter.
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Probation and parole conversation at

Springfield Library

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
The Springfield Town
Library invites com-
munity members to a
welcoming, judgment-
free conversation about
probation and parole
on Monday, Oct. 26, at

Estate planning workshop at

1 p.m.

Join Mike and Nick at
the library for an opportu-
nity to ask questions, con-
nect with others, and learn
about local resources and
support available in the
community.

Memorial Library

LUDLOW, Vt. - Join
the Fletcher Memo-
rial Library on Tues-
day, Oct. 27, from 2-3
p.m., for an overview
of estate-planning re-
sources.

Estate planning may
sound intimidating or
like something that re-
quires a lot of resources,
but creating an estate

sure that your health, fi-
nances, and anything you
own is handled accord-
ing to your wishes. In this
lecture, listeners will hear
an overview of some com-
mon documents found in
an estate plan. The lecture
will also cover some free
or low-cost resources and
digital tools to help you
get started with a simple

Whether you are cur-
rently on probation or pa-
role, supporting a loved
one, or simply looking for
information, everyone is
welcome. The conversa-
tion is designed to provide
a supportive space where

participants can seek infor-
mation and connect with
community resources.

To sign up for an event
reminder, visit the Spring-
tield Town Library calen-
dar, www.springfieldtown-
library.org/calendar.

Fletcher

Senior Planet, a pro-
gram of Older Adults
Technology Services from
AARP, empowers older
adults to use technology
so they can learn, work,
create, and thrive in the
digital age. Its mission is
built on the philosophy of
“aging with attitude”

This program is brought
to you by Black River

es and Fletcher Memo-
rial Library with support
from the Godnick Adult
Center and the Vermont
Community Foundation.
It is free and accessible.
For additional informa-
tion about this and other
Senior Planet workshops,
call the library at 802-228-
8921 or Black River Good
Neighbor Services at 802-

POLITICAL LETTERS: Political letters are charged at
the rate of $75 for 200 words, and $0.50 per word thereafter.
Political letters include endorsing, electioneering, or cam-
paigning for, or against, a specific candidate or party. The
submission must be in letter format, and may not read as a
news release. Per Vermont law;, we are required to include the
name and mailing address of the person, candidate, political
committee, or political party that is paying for the commu-
nication.

All opinion pieces will be published in the opinion sec-
tion of the newspaper. Viewpoints do not necessarily re-
flect the views of The Vermont Journal.

\_ J

plan just means making estate plan.

Good Neighbor Servic- 228-3663.

(L-R) JIM BEDNAR, Democrat ¢ GEORGE HEBERT,
Incumbent Republican ¢ BENJAMIN NELSON, Democrat

PurTING PEOPLE OVER POLITICS

George Hebert, Sullivan County Commissioner and a Republican,
endorses Jim Bednar and Benjamin Nelson—Democrats—to
join him on the Commission to bring it back to its purpose to:

% Serve all the people of Sullivan County instead of a select few.
% Focus on attracting new businesses to increase our tax base.
% Support and strengthen our communities.

Vote for both
Jim Bednar and Benjamin Nelson
Sullivan County Commissioners

Paid for by the Campaign of Benjamin Nelson, 50 Bible Hill Rd, Claremont, NH
Nelson4NH.com

Art Crafts Gifts

4. BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$175 for 13 Weeks ¢ $275 for 26 Weeks ¢ $425 for 52 Weeks

Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter.

Builders/Contractors

Chiropractor

CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM

Discover your creative side - Workshops, studio hours, youth
camps, and private events for everyone!

Ludlow, VT 802-228-8770 www.CreateTogetherVT.org
(12/09/26 - 52)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT

Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops

68 Main St., Springfield VT 802-885-7111 galleryvault.org
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5

Upcoming Workshops

Paint Fall in Watercolor w/ Rob O’Brien Oct. 24

Needle-Felted Holiday Ornaments w/ Lisa Caron Hickey Nov. 7
Raku Pottery w/ Andrew Berends Nov. 7 & 14

Make a Wreath w/ Joanna Bombadil Nov. 21

Info & sign up: https://galleryvault.org/workshops/

Open Walll - Nature’s Jewels Oct. 21 to Dec. 26
(01/06/27 -TFN - 13)

A & J'S TREE SERVICE

No job too big or too small. Also offering general confracting. Free
Estimates & Fully Insured. “Dangerous Trees are our Specialty.”
802-376-7000.

(10/21/26 - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC

Navy Seabee Veteran owned. We pride ourselves on customer
service, and getting the job done right the first time. We are look-
ing to book up our season. Decks, custom tile shower, siding, doors,
windows, drywall, foundation repair, you name we do it. Check us
out on Instagram @nedthehammer. Ned Mortensen, cell 802-376-
3275, edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.

(03/17/27 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing. finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville.
802-558-5267.

(1711726 - 13)

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC

Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10a.m. -5 p.m.
(08/11/27 - TFN - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates.
39 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or
sfoneartd9@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com.

(11/18/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY

Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls,
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates.
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.

(04/07/27 - 26)
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To the Editor:

I am giving my support
to reelect our State Rep.
Tom Charlton, who rep-
resents the towns of Ath-
ens, Chester, Grafton, and
Windham. He has done a
great job, and he works as
hard for us as he has man-
aging and operating his
own timber-framing busi-
ness.

As a minister for 25 years
and Boy Scout troop mas-
ter, Tom has played an ex-
ceedingly important role
in our community - a role
that is vitally important
in holding us together as
a community no matter
what differences, including
political, we may have. He
talks from what he knows
and from the truth. When
he doesn’t know enough,
he digs in to become ef-

To the Editor:

I am commenting on Su-
zanne Butterfield’s letter re-
garding Prop 4 and Prop 3.1
cannot speak from personal
experience about the need to
protect rights of marginal-
ized groups, as Suzanne But-
terfield has.

I can speak to migrant
and farm labor and suggest
that Suzanne is inexperi-
enced in her opinions. Hav-
ing worked in orchards in
the Northeast and elsewhere
for nearly two decades, I ex-
perienced my wages drop
because H-2 visas made

fectively ~ knowledgeable.
A good example is the ex-
pertise he has gained on
the issue of housing. There
are few, if any, other mem-
bers of the legislature who
understand the complexi-
ties of this issue and who
have developed sound ap-
proaches to alleviating our
housing crisis as Tom has.

No one person is going
to fix our problems, and
certainly not overnight.
Tom has made great strides
in making connections,
including across the aisle.
He is one of a handful
of House members who,
when he rises to speak, the
members put aside their
smartphones.

We need to keep that go-
ing and give him another
two years. Consider this:

negotiations for pay raises
impossible. My research
showed that, in their first
year of inception in orchards
in Pennsylvania, crews of
Puerto Ricans recruited with
Department of Agriculture
encouragement arrived to
find that Jamaicans with H-2
visas had taken their jobs.
That was my experience in
Vermont. I would prefer a
labor union to Department
of Agriculture or Depart-
ment of Labor management
of food systems.

When we talk about Ver-

Vermont Journal.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Subject to space. May be edited for
clarity, grammatical errors, and libelous statements. Must be kept under
400 words. Must include name and town for publication.

REBUTTALS: In the event that a direct reply or rebuttal to a letter is
published, each party will get only one rebuttal thereafter.

All opinion pieces will be published in the opinion section of the
newspaper. Viewpoints do not necessarily reflect the views of The
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RE-ELECT TOM

We can keep moving
forward with all the time
and energy Tom has put
in working for us all, or
we can start over again
and, at best, stall or even
fall back to the lack of
common-sense  voting
and bad bills introduced
under the supermajority.

Tom Charlton may be
listed as a Republican on
your ballot, but he repre-
sents us all with knowl-
edge, hard work, com-
mon sense, and deep
respect for us all.

Sincerely,

Randy Miles

Chester, Vt.

Paid for by the Chester
Republican Committee,
P.O. Box 16, Chester, VT
05143

mont farms, we have
spent decades referring
to dairy farms. We over-
look vegetable, fruit, ma-
ple, marijuana, and fiber
farms, and nurseries. We
assign them to a sink-or-
swim category and place
our concerns with big
dairy. However, smaller,
more viable farms are
more numerous, more
apt to thrive, and less
likely to pollute with her-
bicides, pesticides, and
nitrogen in waterways.
Bashing  unionization
broadly simply plays into
corporate wealth produc-
tion, including big dairy,
and overlooks the finer-
grained picture of food
production.

Sincerely,
Julie Levy
Weathersfield, Vt.

CHARLTON

x STATE REP x

ATHENS CHESTER GRAFTON WINDHAM

“VERMONT will be AFFORDABLE
when a working Vermont family

can afford to stay in
VERMONT"

Paid for by the Chariton Campaign Committee

PO Box 1032, Chester, Vt 05143

Dear Editor,

Understanding Prop
3 is essential for every
Vermont voter as we cast
our ballots and consider
amending our constitu-
tion.

At its core, Prop 3 pri-
oritizes the interests of
unions over the individu-
al rights of the employees
they are meant to serve.
By empowering unions
at all costs, Prop 3 places
employees,  taxpayers,
small business, and our
elected officials at risk.

Historically and to-
day, books and journal-
ism have surfaced the
plight of the worker and
the abuse of so many
who have suffered at the
hands of power and prof-
it. “The Jungle,” “The Bit-
ter Side of Sweet,” “Roses
for Isabella} “Counting
on  Grace;  “Cobalt
Red” - many books have
conveyed the depth of the
struggle.

Humanity has made
great strides, yet abuse
and unfair practices
continue, especially in
the global south, where
workers and the en-
vironment are preyed
upon by the engine of
greed. Unions, consumer
awareness, and investi-
gative reporting have all
played roles in resolving
issues and aiding workers
in establishing fair wages,
safe working conditions,
and accountability by
employers.

Prop 3 reads, “Article
23. [Right to collectively
bargain] That employees
have a right to organize or
join a labor organization
for the purpose of col-
lectively bargaining with
their employer through
an exclusive representa-
tive of their choosing for
the purpose of negotiat-
ing wages, hours, and
working conditions and
to protect their economic
welfare and safety in the
workplace.  Therefore,
no law shall be adopted
that interferes with, ne-
gates or diminishes the
right of employees to
collectively bargain with
respect to wages, hours,
and other terms and con-
ditions of employment
and workplace safety, or
that prohibits the appli-
cation or execution of an
agreement between an

Working Class Vermonters,

Politicians come and go.
Laws change. Constitutions
remain.

On election day, Nov. 3,
all Vermonters will be go-
ing to the polls and vot-
ing on whether or not to
forever enshrine our right
to form and belong to a
labor union into our Ver-
mont State Constitution. If
passed, Proposal 3 would
forever protect the rights
of all workers in the Green
Mountains to be union.

The billionaires, bosses,
and elite hate this constitu-
tional amendment because
they dream of a day when
they can buy enough law-
makers in Montpelier to
make us a so-called “right-
to-work” state. In short,
they oppose unions be-
cause they know that when
we come together, when
we are organized, we, the
working class, are the great
majority, and as such we
have more potential power
to shape our world more
than their wealth can ever

employer and a labor orga-
nization representing the
employer’s employees that
requires membership in the
labor organization as a con-
dition of employment”

The right to organize is
guaranteed and protected
in our First Amendment
rights and state and federal
laws, making the first sen-
tence of Prop 3 redundant
and unnecessary.

Proponents are using this
to claim Prop 3 simply con-
stitutionalizes existing law.
This is a manipulated mes-
sage that takes advantage
of voters and our inherent,
warranted support for em-
ployees, unions, and the
right to organize.

The problem resides in
the second sentence of Pro-
posal 3.

In 2018, the Supreme
Court ruled in Janus v. AF-
SCME that public sector
employees can opt out of
unions and not pay dues.
This decision fell under
compelled speech - a First
Amendment violation in
which an individual may
not want a union speak-
ing or negotiating on their
behalf and has the guar-
anteed right to reject this
representation. Due to this
ruling, public sector unions
lost substantial revenue and
members.

Since then, private unions
have scrambled to pro-
tect themselves and secure
members and dues. Illinois
is the only state to use simi-
lar language to amend its
constitution, and it imme-
diately faced litigation over
federal preemption issues
and conflicts with existing
laws.

Prop 3 is a strategic move
by private sector unions
to protect themselves and
their revenue. Please see
this for what it really is, and
please understand that Prop
3 is an immense threat to
Vermont.

Employees should be able
to choose if they want to
join a union, regardless of
employment in the public
or private sector. Funda-
mentally, Prop 3 is about
the infringement of individ-
ual rights, employee rights,
and the freedom to choose.
Private sector employees
have no ability to opt out
when union membership is
a condition of employment.
Litigation is guaranteed,

realize. If they could break
us, they would. But we are
union strong, and we know
that laboring people make
up 99% of the population.
And its about time that
we gained rights and pro-
tections in our constitu-
tion so that we, as a labor
movement, can continue
our fight to achieve livable
wages, universal healthcare,
paid family medical leave,
affordable housing, food
security, higher education,
jobs, and a more direct par-
ticipatory democracy for
all.

While T know that to-
gether we shall pass Pro-
posal 3 on election day, the
rich and powerful out-of-
staters are spending mil-
lions to try to trick, fool,
and cajole working people
to vote against our own col-
lective interests. They are
sending out mailings, pay-
ing for radio ads, submit-
ting op-eds, and they have
no shame when it comes to
lying in order to advance

(
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as private unions secure
their financial pipeline and
member base at the expense
of employees’ individual
rights.

Further, if unions negoti-
ate contracts related to sala-
ries, pensions, and health-
care for state employees
and teachers which have an
excessive financial burden
on taxpayers, our elected
officials are explicitly pro-
hibited from intervening
without threat of lawsuit.

If Prop 3 passes, Ver-
mont will become a case
study like Illinois, with un-
checked union power and
First Amendment infringe-
ments written into the con-
stitution. Lawsuits will es-
calate at taxpayers’ expense
while the courts attempt to
resolve these guaranteed is-
sues.

Voting “no” on Prop 3 is
not anti-union. Prop 3 is
not about securing the right
to organize, this is secured.
It is not about protecting
workers. Prop 3 is about
guaranteeing unions hold
all the power over employ-
ees and our democratically
elected officials working on
our behalf.

Please exert caution, this
is our constitution. Let’s
vote for employees’ right to
choose, not a constitutional
amendment that violates an
individual liberty such as
free speech. With guaran-
teed protections to organize
and robust labor laws and
board authority, there is
no need for Vermonters to
experiment with high-risk,
compromised language in
our Vermont Constitution.
Problems cannot be re-
solved with a simple change
in law, they will require an-
other four-year process to
reverse this mistake.

Please vote “no” on Prop
3. If a union is needed and
acting in the best interest of
workers, it will be support-
ed. If it is not, then employ-
ees should be able to opt
out, represent themselves,
and choose to work.

Voting “no” on Prop 3 is
a vote for employees, tax-
payers, free speech, and
our elected officials. Please
support workers’ rights to
choose. Please vote “no” on
Prop 3.

Sincerely,
Alison Despathy
Danville, Vt.

their corporate agenda.

Here are the facts. Pro-
posal 3 simply takes exist-
ing Vermont labor law and
places it into our constitu-
tion as an unalienable right,
so that no future politician,
by hook or by crook, can
seek to diminish or negate
our present union rights.
That is all.

Look, we are the working
class - and we are the ma-
jority. Our power is grow-
ing. And we need each and
every one of you to show
up on Nov. 3 to vote “yes”
on Proposal 3. But we need
more than that. As presi-
dent emeritus of the Ver-
mont AFL-CIO, I implore
you to make a point to speak
with your family, friends,
co-workers, and neighbors,
and ask them to support the
rights of working people by
voting “yes” on Proposal 3.
And together, lets all get
out and vote “yes” on 3 and
thereby send the oligarchs
and the Trump administra-
tion a message they cannot
ignore: Vermont stands
with workers, Vermont is
union strong!

Sincerely,

David Van Deusen

Vermont AFL-CIO Presi-
dent Emeritus

Moretown, Vt.
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Dear Editor,

My name is Leslie Thors-
en, and I am writing to get
the vote out for William
Hoser, a Chester resident
and physician’s assistant
who is running for the Ver-
mont House of Representa-
tives for Chester, Windham,
Grafton, and Athens.

Will raised his family in
Chester, so he knows what
a good education means.
He has run two small busi-
nesses, was born in a rural
state, and grew up on a cow
farm. For most of his career,
he has served all residents
of this area as a physician’s
assistant in two differ-
ent emergency rooms. He
knows how healthcare, or
the lack thereof, personally
affects the lives of fellow
Vermonters.

We need a representa-
tive in Montpelier who un-
derstands the implications
of healthcare, from basic
to the most complicated.
Being well versed in how
insurance covers care or
does not, and the gap that
is needed to fill the care
required would be a game
changer in Montpelier. His
recent shift to providing
healthcare in a mobile van
shows his commitment to
bringing healthcare to those
who may be housebound or
who do not have care pro-
viders.

His challenger, Tom
Charlton, had his time in
Montpelier to make a dif-
ference, and has not. Glanc-
ing at his voting record, I
see he voted against Act
217, an amendment to the
bill that would expand sup-
plemental childcare grants
to preschool and daycare
facilities so parents could
work. These grants are in-
come based. He voted “no”
Skills learned at this early
stage in life set the path for
future success on all levels.

Tom Charlton voted “no”
on Bill 727. This bill was
introduced to regulate the
transparency of data centers
that use and discharge our
water after it has been used,

as well as total electricity
being used. Bill 727 protects
local homeowners from be-
ing subjected to higher rates
of electricity used by a data
center in their neighbor-
hood. Voting “no” shows
he doesnt care about the
environment or the rising
cost of electricity, and “yes”
to data centers that do not
increase jobs in Vermont.
Once they are running,
there is very little need for
local employees. He voted
along the Republican party
line of Gov. Phil Scott and
other House Republicans.
His website shows him
shaking hands with Scott.
At a candidates forum in
Athens, Vt., he publicly
stated he is not a politi-
cian. Recent letters to the
editor promoting his reelec-
tion show they are paid for
by the Chester Republican
Committee. I found it dis-
ingenuous to claim he is not
a politician, yet he is ac-
cepting the endorsement
and money provided by
a Republican committee.
Will Hoser recog-
nizes urban versus rural.
Where a person lives
should not affect a child’s
education or a family’s
healthcare. He also has
children who would like
to move back to Ver-
mont, yet, as we all are
aware, jobs and housing
solutions are going to
take hard work. Will has
taken on challenges his
entire life, and has energy
and a willingness to work
hard and listen to people,
whether it is his patient
or a community member.
He is up for the challenge
of representing the needs
of local Vermonters. He
also wants to continue to
hear from those he repre-
sents if he gets elected.

On a recent afternoon,
Will and I went “door
knocking” It was uplift-
ing. We met people who
opened their doors to
us and shared a bit of
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themselves. Above all,
they were proud of their
choice to be a Vermont-
er, and hoped to keep
their dreams alive. Each
home showed us how
hard people have worked
for their lives here. Will
wants everyone to have a
place they can call home,
a school their children
can attend, a job their
parents can go to or work
remotely so we can all
enjoy this gracious state.
There should be no “oth-
ering” here. We can do
this together. Please vote
on Nov. 3 for William
Hoser to be our collec-
tive voice in the House of

Representatives!
Sincerely,

Leslie Thorsen

Paid for by Leslie
Thorsen, 296 Black-

Berry Hill, Chester, VT
05143

To the Editor:

Too many Vermonters are
struggling. It is harder every
year to buy a home, pay the
rent, afford healthcare, cover
childcare, and save for retire-
ment. Wages have gone up,
but it feels like we can’t keep
pace with higher prices. Our
children can't start families
at current housing prices,
and our small businesses
can't find enough employ-
ees. That is why I am asking
for your vote for state rep-
resentative in the Weston,
Andover, Londonderry, and
Winhall district. We need
a Vermont that works for
all Vermonters, not just the
wealthy few.

After one term in Mont-
pelier, I know the system, I
know the people, and I know
what needs to be fixed. I am
an active member of the
Rural Caucus and a found-
ing leader of the Caucus for
Vermont’s Economy, which

Dear Friends,

I am Lisa DeBartolo-
mao, and I am a candidate
for state representative in
District 3, representing
Charlestown,  Newport,
and Unity, N.H. I am run-
ning because I want to help
make New Hampshire a
better and more affordable
place to live, work, raise a
family, and retire.

I am a lifelong New
Hampshire resident. I
grew up in a poor, work-
ing-class family, and I
know firsthand what it
means to struggle to make
ends meet and to depend
on social service programs
to get through difficult
times.

I have lived in Charles-
town for 32 years, and all
of my children attended
Fall Mountain schools.
I care deeply about our
community and the op-
portunities we provide
for our children. One of

focuses on economic devel-
opment and reducing gov-
ernment roadblocks. I am
an independent thinker: I
have voted against my own
party when appropriate,
and supported its initia-
tives when they were good
for Vermont. I am socially
liberal and fiscally conserva-
tive, and I believe Montpe-
lier needs less ideology and
more practicality.

I bring real-world expe-
rience to this work. I ran
Northshire Bookstore for
more than 20 years, so I
know what it takes to meet
payroll, follow a budget,
and deal with difficult mar-
ket conditions. I was the
founding president of Local
First Vermont, which works
to keep our hard-earned
money in our communities,
and I served on the boards
of Vermont Businesses for
Social Responsibility and
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He earned our community’s trust in the emergency room for

over 30 years. Now let him be your voice for Southern

Vermont. VOTE for Will Hoser so he can lead on:

Healthcare. Housing. Affordability.

my biggest concerns is the
property tax burden facing
Charlestown. High prop-
erty taxes make it harder for
working families to afford
their homes and can force
retirees on fixed incomes out
of the communities where
they have lived for decades.
I believe the state can do
more to help property-poor
communities like ours fund
public education while re-
ducing the pressure on local
taxpayers. New Hampshire’s
approach to education fund-
ing should not leave students
in communities with fewer
resources at a disadvantage.
We should be looking for
ways to ensure that students
at Fall Mountain have access
to the same opportunities as
students in wealthier com-
munities.

I'am also concerned about
the rising costs that face
working families, includ-
ing housing, childcare, and

the Manchester Chamber of
Commerce.

I grew up in Manches-
ter and raised my family in
Weston, where my daugh-
ters attended local schools.
I have served on both pub-
lic and independent school
boards, Flood Brook and
Long Trail, so I understand
the dynamics and diffi-
culties schools face. I am
a graduate of the Snelling
Center’s Vermont Leader-
ship Institute, and I have
lived and worked overseas
and studied in other states,
which gives me perspective
on how special Vermont is.
My degrees in environmen-
tal policy, from Oberlin and

October 21, 2026 | 9
o

healthcare. These are issues
that affect all of us, regard-
less of political party. I don’t
believe Democrats and Re-
publicans have to agree on
everything, but I do believe
they need to work together,
listen to one another, and
find practical solutions that
make New Hampshire more
affordable for everyone. I
want to be part of that pro-
cess and help bring respect
and collaboration back into
our politics.
I would appreciate your

vote on Nov. 3.

Campaign Website: www.
lisa4abetternh.com.

On Facebook: Lisa DeBar-
tolomao for NH State Rep:
Charlestown, Newport, Uni-

ty.

Sincerely,

Lisa DeBartolomao

Paid for by Lisadabet-
terNH, 46 Scotts Drive,
Charlestown, NH 03603

the University of Michigan,
mean [ take climate change
seriously and approach en-
vironmental questions from
a scientific perspective.

I also believe the more
Vermonters are involved in
the legislative process, the
better, which is why I pub-
lish weekly updates during
the session and am happy
about the Rural Vermont
Rising movement. I would
be honored to have your
support.

Sincerely,

Chris Morrow

Paid for by Morrow for
VT, P.O. Box 23, Weston,
VT 05161
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BFOH haunted house —

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Halloween is returning to
downtown Bellows Falls
with a weekend of spooky
fun at the Bellows Falls Op-
era House (BFOH). The Bel-
lows Falls Downtown Devel-
opment Alliance (BFDDA)
invites the community to en-
joy classic Halloween enter-
tainment while helping sup-
port the restoration of the
opera house lower theater.

The festivities begin on
Wednesday, Oct. 28, with a
special screening of the be-
loved 1986 cult classic “The
Worst Witch,” part of the
Opera Houses Wednesday
Night Classic Movie series
sponsored by the Bellows
Falls Downtown Develop-
ment Alliance.  Starring
Fairuza Balk, Diana Rigg,
Charlotte Rae, and Tim
Curry as the unforgettable
Grand Wizard, the film has
become a Halloween favorite
for generations of fans and is
the perfect way to kick off a
weekend of spooky fun.

On Thursday, Oct. 29, the
haunted house opens for a
family-friendly,  low-scare

night, from 5:30-7:30 p.m.,
offering younger visitors and
families the chance to expe-
rience the attraction with
toned-down scares in a fun
Halloween atmosphere.

For those looking for
something more intense, the
full haunted house returns
on Friday, Oct. 30, from 6-9
pm., featuring frightening
scenes, unexpected surpris-
es, and plenty of Halloween
thrills throughout the lower
theater.

The evening concludes
with a special screening of
George A. Romeros horror
classic “Night of the Living
Dead,” beginning at 10 p.m.

Proceeds from the haunt-
ed house will benefit ongo-
ing efforts to restore and
revitalize the Bellows Falls
Opera House Lower The-
ater, helping preserve one of
downtowns historic gather-
ing places while creating new
opportunities for communi-
ty events, performances, and
entertainment.

“We're excited to bring
Halloween back to the op-
era house while supporting

an important community
project,” said Casey Grif-
fin, executive director of
the Bellows Falls Down-
town Development Al-
liance. “Whether youre
bringing the family on
Thursday, looking for a
good scare on Friday, or
joining us for one of the
classic films, there’s some-
thing for everyone to en-
joy”

Community members
interested in volunteering
to help build, decorate,
act, or assist during the
event are encouraged to
get involved. Local busi-
nesses and organizations
interested in sponsoring
the event are also wel-
come to participate.

Additional details, in-
cluding ticket informa-
tion, volunteer opportu-
nities, and event updates,
will be announced in the
coming weeks.

For more information,
visit www.bellowsfallsvt.
com or follow Bellows
Falls, VT on Facebook
and Instagram.

Weston Theater Company
launches Weston Works ——

WESTON, Vt. - Weston
Theater Company recently
announced the launch of
Weston Works, a new ini-
tiative supporting the cre-
ation and development of
original theatrical work
while building lasting rela-
tionships between Weston
and some of today’s most
exciting theater artists.

The 2026-2027 inau-
gural cohort includes di-
rector Nina Goodheart,
playwright Julia Izumi,
playwright Brendan Pel-
sue, composer Sequoia
Sellinger, and playwright
and lyricist abs wilson. To-
gether, they will develop
four new projects spanning
plays, musical theater, and
opera. The artists arrived
in late September for a

weeklong retreat at Walker
Farm, beginning a struc-
tured development process
that will continue in New
York City and return to
Vermont in 2027.

Susanna Gellert, execu-
tive artistic director at the
Weston Theater Company,
said of Weston Works, “For
90 years, Weston has been
a place where artists and
audiences come together
around extraordinary sto-
ries. Weston Works extends
that tradition by inviting
artists to develop projects
for the stage, supporting
their work from the first
idea to the first encounter
with an audience. There is
something uniquely valu-
able about giving artists
time - away from the pres-
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sures of production - to
follow an idea, ask diffi-
cult questions, take risks,
and discover where a
piece wants to go. We're
thrilled to welcome this
extraordinary first co-
hort to Weston and to
make the development
of new work an ongoing
part of our artistic life”
In winter 2027,

Weston will present in-
dustry readings in New
York City, providing
focused rehearsal and
development time with
professional theater art-
ists. The cohort will re-
turn to Vermont in fall
2027 for the first Weston
Works Festival, where
audiences will encounter
work developed through
the program.

Simultaneously with
the festival, Weston
will welcome its next
cohort of artists for
the 2027-2028 Weston
Works program. As the
Weston Works program
advances each year,
Weston looks forward
to expanding its reach
and impact with the in-
troduction of a panel of
advisors, the Artistic Ex-
tension, an open appli-
cation process, and col-
laborations with partner
organizations across the
region.

For more information
about Weston Works and
the inaugural cohort,
visit www.westontheater.
org/westonworks.
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Statewide square dance
tour comes to Chester —

CHESTER, Vt. - On
Saturday, Oct. 24, from
5-7 p.m., “The Lonely
Days Are Gone: Com-
munity Square Dance”
Tour brings a free con-
cert and square dance to
the Chester Town Hall.

Inspired by the state’s
long tradition of contra
and square dancing, the
tour welcomes neighbors
of all ages to connect
through live music, par-
ticipatory dancing, and
shared meals. The tour is
headlined by Dorset fid-
dler, singer, and educator
Ida Mae Specker, along-
side Shrewsbury caller
Sarah Gibson and the
Ida Mae Specker Band.

Participants will learn the
basics of square dancing
followed by an evening of
traditional American string
band music and dancing
with Ida Mae Specker and
her all-star band. No prior
dance experience or part-
ner is required.

In addition to dances,
tour stops include special
events such as concerts for
children and old-time mu-
sic jams. All events are free
and open to the public, and
families are encouraged to
attend.

The tour is part of the
nationwide commemora-
tion of America’s 250th an-
niversary, highlighting the
important role that music,

dance, and town halls have
played in civic life through-
out New England.

“The Lonely Days Are
Gone” tour is supported
by Vermont Humanities,
the New England Founda-
tion for the Arts, and gen-
erous individual donors,
with media support from
Vermont Public. The tour
is fiscally sponsored by the
Chandler Music Hall in
Randolph, Vt.

Please note that photos
and video may be taken
during these events for
promotional and archival
purposes. By attending,
you consent to appearing
in event photographs or re-
cordings.

“Ghostly Getaways” at
Newport Opera House ——

NEWPORT, N.H. - To
celebrate Halloween, the
Newport Opera House
Association and Nathan
Gardner, in associa-
tion with Lumos Films,
are proud to present
“Ghostly Getaways: Live
on Stage” on Oct. 30, at
8 p.m., at the Newport
Opera House, 20 Main
Street in Newport, N.H.

“Ghostly Getaways:
Live on Stage” is inspired
by the upcoming tele-
vision series “Ghostly
Getaways,” is produced
by Lumos Films in Cali-
fornia, and was created
by Gardner, who also
produces the theatrical
event “Real Ghost Sto-
ries,” which he premiered
at the Newport Opera
House in 2021 with para-
normal celebrity Adam
Berry. The series features
Gardner as he travels the
country looking for the
most haunted accommo-
dations to be found with
various guests. Investi-
gating the hauntings by
night and featuring the
destination’s  spookier
and quirkier daytime ac-
tivities (and all the good

food), the show seeks to
be your paranormal travel
agent and to show you how
to build your own perfect
ghostly getaway. The pi-
lot episode releases soon
on a streaming network to
be announced shortly, and
this new live show features
Gardner’s personal true
ghost stories and evidence
that inspired the series.

“Ghostly Getaways’ be-
gan as an idea for a book,
evolving into a series con-
cept when our friends at
Lumos Films came on
board,” said Gardner. “Now,
after putting together a pi-
lot and distribution plan,
were expanding to my
natural habitat: the theater.
I'm beyond excited to begin
this new theatrical journey
with audiences in Newport
at the Opera House I grew
up with as we prepare to
launch the show. And to
share these stories in a le-
gitimately haunted theatre
on the night before Hal-
loween? I couldn’t be more
excited”

During the event, Gard-
ner will share personal
stories of paranormal en-
counters that he’s never

shared before - including
some locations local to the
area, all of which inspired
the series — and some of the
visual and audio evidence
he’s captured along the way.
Audience members will get
to ask questions and learn
insights and tips on how to
investigate the paranormal
themselves, and get tips
on how to plan their own
“ghostly getaway” A strictly
limited number of add-ons
will be available with tickets
to join Gardner for a para-
normal investigation fol-
lowing the performance.

Following the event in
Newport, “Ghostly Get-
aways: Live on Stage” will
be presented on the west
coast, with dates lining
up in California to begin
with, and more rolling out
after the series premier. To
keep up to date with news
on the “Ghostly Getaways”
streaming premier, follow
the show on Instagram, @
ghostlygetawaysshow.

To purchase tickets for
“Ghostly Getaways: Live
on Stage,” visit www.new-
portoperahouse.com, call
603-863-2412, or visit the
Newport Opera House.

Raku workshop through the Vault

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Gallery at the Vault is
excited to offer a raku
pottery workshop with
Andrew Berends on two
consecutive  Saturdays,
Nov. 7 and 14, from 12-4
p.m. each day. Register by
Saturday, Oct. 31.

Berends will be teaching
the Japanese firing tech-
nique known as raku. The
firings take about an hour,
and you get a finished
piece at the end.

Store open daily 9-5:30
Beaver Pond Farm

1047 John Stark Hwy,
Newport, NH

603-543-1107

Find us on
Facebook & Instagram

Apples, pumpkins,
cider, and veggies

Our own grass-fed
beef, maple syrup, and
homemade jam

Fall Decorations

Lots of local food
products...
honey, cheese, milk,
& more

Open from 4) 0
9 am - 5 pm everyday
Pick Your Own =

APPLES

Mac, Cortland, Honeycrisp, Mutsu,
Gala, Macoun, Northern Spy, Russel

Senior Citizen Discount ¢ Open Daily 9am - 5pm
‘Westminster Heights Rd. to Orchard Hill Rd.
5 Mins from Exit 5,1-91 ¢ Follow Signs ¢ Westminster, VT

The class will include
wheel-throwing, slab-mak-
ing, and extruding instruc-
tion. The first day will in-
clude making all types of
clay work, and the second
day will be glazing and fir-
ing all the pots in the raku
tradition. Emphasis will be
on being creative and learn-
ing the basics of pottery, in-
cluding making the work,
glazing, and firing. The class
is geared towards teens and
adults, and is limited to four
students.

The cost of the workshop
is discounted for gallery

members, and includes 25
pounds of clay, glazes, and
firing costs in a gas-fired
kiln. Wear old clothing and
bring pottery tools if you
have them. Directions to
Berends’ studio in Spring-
field will be given at registra-
tion.

Gallery at the Vault is lo-
cated at 68 Main Street in
Springfield. For more infor-
mation, visit the gallery, call
802-885-7111, email gal-
leryvault@vermontel.net, or
visit Facebook, Instagram, or
www.galleryvault.org. Gal-
lery at the Vault is accessible.

P~

CATAMOUNT ACCOUNTING & FINANCE

FOCUS ON GROWTH

Full-Service Bookkeeping - Payroll Services
Budgeting/Reporting « Fractional CFO Services

Flexible Rates Based Upon Need
30+ Years of Experience

www.catamountaccountingfinance.com
415-786-7751 - Springfield, VT

BurtcoSelfStorage.com

gU2-722-3558

Jobsite - Homesite - Campsite
We Deliver - Where You Want It - When You Want It

e T ]
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Expand your options and make your home yours with a fixer-upper

REGION - While you may
not immediately think of
buying a fixer-upper as part
of your homeownership
plan, it can be a smart way to
rethink your home search.

If you've been looking
for a home and keep run-
ning into the same problem,
whether it’s price, location,
or limited move-in-ready
inventory, the answer might
be to stop searching only for
homes that are already “fin-
ished”

A home that needs some
work could open the door to
more possibilities, including
neighborhoods you thought
were out of reach.

A fixer-upper can expand
your search

Most buyers naturally
gravitate toward move-in-
ready homes. But when
everyone is looking for the
updated kitchen, renovated
bathrooms, and picture-per-

fect finishes, those homes
may come with fewer op-
tions, more competition,
and a higher price tag.

Expanding your search
to include homes that need
updating can give you more
properties to consider and
potentially more flexibility
in your budget.

Maybe you love a particu-
lar neighborhood, school
district, or commute, but
renovated homes there are
beyond what youre com-
fortable spending. A home
that needs some TLC may
offer more homes to choose
from and a more affordable
way into the location you
want.

Instead of changing where
you want to live, you may be
able to change what you're
willing to take on when you
get there.

Why pay for someone
else’s renovation?

Theres another potential
advantage to buying a home
that hasn't already been re-
modeled: You aren’t neces-
sarily paying a premium for
someone else’s choices.

That beautifully renovated
kitchen may be included in
the sales price, but what if
you don't love the cabinets,
countertops, or flooring?

With a fixer-upper, you
have the opportunity to
make improvements that
reflect your priorities, your
needs, and your style.

Maybe that means open-
ing up the kitchen, creating
a home office, updating an
outdated bathroom, or re-
placing flooring throughout
the house. Instead of adapt-
ing to someone else’s vision
of “move-in ready;” you can
create your own.

Financing a fixer-upper

Renovation financing al-
lows qualified buyers to
finance both the purchase
of a home and eligible im-
provements through a single
mortgage solution. That
means you may not have to
buy the home first and then
figure out separately how
youre going to pay for all
the work.

And you don't have to be-
come a renovation-loan ex-
pert, either.

PrimeLending can guide
you through the financing
process, explain your op-
tions, and help you under-
stand what to expect along
the way. We'll work with you
to keep the mortgage side
moving so you have more
time and energy for the fun
decisions, like choosing fin-

ishes, prioritizing projects,

and imagining what that

dated house could become.
A smarter way to buy?

It depends on the home,
the improvements you want
to make, and your financial
situation. But if you're strug-
gling to find a home that
checks every box at a price
youre comfortable with, it
may be worth expanding the
search.

During Financial Plan-
ning Month, consider look-
ing beyond the listing pho-

location I want and create
the home I want?

If youre curious, let’s
talk before you start ruling
homes out. We can help you
understand your renova-
tion financing options, how
the process works, and what
may be possible within your
budget.

The right home might
not be finished yet, and that
could be exactly what makes
it right for you.

Submitted by Victorial

tos and asking a different Blodgett,  PrimeLending,
question: Could I buy the Ludlow, Vt.
HIGHLAND THINKING OF SELLING?

REALTY

VERMONT & NEW HAMPSHIRE

Your home may be exactly what today's

buyers are waiting for.

COMPLIMENTARY

MARKET ANALYSIS

NO OBLIGATION

P FIBER INSULATION ¢ ELECTRIC SUPPLIES
L M
U b 4\l A
v LAMBER'L s
! SUPPLY CO. INC. N
G YOUR ONE STOP Y
& BUILDING & P
H MODERNIZING g
/E\ CENTER D
T 409 Main Street * 603-542-5111 2
I{l CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743 T
s
G LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM
45 TAYLOR HILL FULLY INSURED
ATHENS, VT 05143 FREE ESTIMATES

T AYLOR EXCAVATING LLp

TRUCKING & EXCAVATING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS, LAND CLEARINGS, DRIVEWAYS
COMPLETE HOUSE SITES
LANDSCAPING, WALL BUILDING
LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905 802-289-1508
DAN

ONE STOP FOR /-!LL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS
DEPDT HOME CENTER

HELP WANTED
Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out
ROOF RAKES, KEROSENE, HEAT TAPES, SLEDS, ICE MELTS,
PROPANE & ELECTRIC HEATER, PLUMBING SUPPLIES, WOOD PELLETS
Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. * Charlestown, NH 03603
Tel: 603-826-3251 « Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand - Gravel - Stone
Shurpac - Topsoil - Fill

5,000 Ib. Hydraulic

Hammer for

B8 Julie Buffum
‘ Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

Palmer H. Goodrich Il - Chester, VT 05143 - 802-875-2819

Complete Site Work - Foundations - Septic Systems - Drainage
Driveway Construction & Maintenance - Asphalt Milling
Gravel - Sand - Topsoil - Field Mowing - Brush Mulching

R.E. HINKLEY CO.,, INC.
8 Lane Ridge Rd. « PO. Box 832
Claremont, NH 03743

Heating Ol « Kerosene « Diesel Fuel
Propane » Air Conditioning « Plumbing
Systems Design « Installation ¢ Service

~ Fully Insured ~

www.rehinkey.com

24/7 Emergency Service (603) 543-3571

Ceakiaac? 2s o Y b
FOR SALE | 2563 ROUTE 155 | MOUNT HOLLY
Have you been waiting for just the right property in Mount Holly? Don’t
miss this immaculate home with three bedrooms and two bathrooms
on the main level plus walk-out lower level with large family room.
Attached two-car garage, deck with views, gardens sheds and more!

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
129 Lincoln Avenue, Suite A » Manchester Center, VT 05255
(802) 362-4663 » Fax (802) 362-6330 » TDD 1-800-545-1833 EXT. 326 OR 175

BROOKVIEW APARTMENTS
WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEPT APPLICATIONS
2-BEDROOM APARTMENTS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only
USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-362-4663
802-367-5251
Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

We do not agalnst tenant on the basis of race, color, national orlgin, religion,
sex, familial stalus, age, ¢reed, gender Identity, gender related characterisiic or because a person Intends
1o ocetipy a dwelling unit with ong or more minor children or because a person Is a recipient of public
: assistance, sexual orlentation, marital status or disabifity, ;

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
fre ] THM is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Now Offered at $498,999
Ledge & Rock Splitting 2
Call or Text Listing Agent Ty Murray
Portable On-Site Crushin g at 802-777-8047 for more information
& Screening Equipment
9 =P Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation
802-824-3140 www.KelleyRealEstate.com
Londonderry, VT 802-228-5333
THM THM

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
129 Lincoln Avenue, Suite A « Manchester Center, VT 05255
(802) 362-4663 » Fax (802) 362-6330 « TDD 1-800-545-1833 EXT. 326 OR 175

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEP APPLICATIONS
2-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only
USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.

Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-367-5252
802-367-4663

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

We do not diseri againgt tenant on the hasis of race, color, national origin, religion,
sex, famifial status, age, creed, gender Identity, gender related characteristic o because a person Intends
10 occupy a dwelling unit with one or more minor children or because a persan Is a recipient of public

assistance, sexual orlentation, marital status or disability, 5
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY (

BT THM is an equal opportusity provider and employer

Linda Benoit | 802-780-7535 Chris Benoit | 508-813-3669

ndrealtyvt.com chris@ realtyvt.com

HighlandRealtyVT.com

o Primel.endingm

: Purchase | Refinance | Renovation

VICTORIA BLODGETT

PRODUCTION MANAGER | NMLS: 179656
\ @ vbprimelending.com (X vblodgett@primelending.com

,']}(\ 802-683-8697
Lt
126 Main St #1C | Ludlow, VT 05149 Home Loans Made Simple.

5 PrimeLending, a PlainsCzpital Company (PrimeLending). INMLS  13649) Equal Housing Lender.
Lending 2 PlainsCapitel Company. PrimeLending VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964 MB. V062323

BARRETT |
&VALLEY |

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Lt et L
Claremont -$230,000 - MLS 5113985
info@century21highview.com

603-542-7766 or 603-477-6131

CENTURY 21

Highview Realty

SATETS

42 Summer Street
Claremont, NH 03743

TALL PINES APARTMENTS
CHARLESTOWN, NH

Accepting Applications:
1,2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments
Rents are Income Based

Amenities include:
Heat & Hot water
On-site laundry Facility
large playground area
24 Hour Emergency Maintenance

Income restrictions apply

For more information and an application
please call Realty Resources Management
1 800-338-8538
TRS Relay 711

Equal Housing Opportunity
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

QREALTY
@ i E RESOURCES MANAGEMENT ('-:’\'

oy 800-338-8538
Y711
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Fire Prevention Month,

IS
BARR’S

BUILDERS, INC.

REGION - October is Fire
Prevention Month, making
it a good time to take a few
simple steps to help protect
your home and everyone in
it. A little prevention now
can make a big difference.
Follow these tips pulled
from the National Fire Pro-
tection Association.

Test smoke alarms

Make sure you have
working alarms on every
level, inside bedrooms, and
outside sleeping areas. Re-
place batteries as needed.

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT
www.barrsbuilders.com

General Contracting
Construction

Excavating

%

Since 1988

aste

2, &
9:‘,%‘ lmn\“"&é&
& TRERS

Fix It Faster

Call Master!

24/7 Emergency Service
Licensed & Insured
Serving Okemo Valley

CALL TODAY (802) 975-0369

Check carbon monoxide
detectors

With heating season ap-
proaching, make sure de-
tectors are working prop-
erly and placed where
recommended.
Inspect heating equip-
ment

Service furnaces, fire-

places, and chimneys as
needed, and keep flamma-
ble items at least three feet
away from heat sources.
Look for electrical haz-

keep your home safe —

Replace damaged
cords, avoid overloaded
outlets, and don’t use ex-
tension cords as perma-
nent wiring.

Play it safe in the kitch-
en.
Stay nearby while
cooking and keep tow-
els, packaging, and other

The Vermont Journal
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flammable items away  Qctober is Fire Prevention Month. Keep your home and family safe.

from the stovetop.
Check fire extinguish-
ers

Make sure they’re accessi-

ards

ble and haven't expired, and

' [ 9 Weekly Lunch Special Mer-4
| Monday

1“3, * Meatloaf Meal - $9.99
I ¢ Chicken Broccoli Alfredo — $9.99/Ih

|| Tuesday
i o Chicken & Biscuit Meal — $9.99
* Meat Lasagna — $9.99/lb

Wednesday
» Homemade Shepard's Pie — $8.99/Ih
e General Tsao's Chicken, Veggie Rice & Spring Roll — $11.99/Ih

-

§

+ Fresh Turkey Dinner — $11.99
« American Chop Suey - $8.99/Ih

4

E,w

_ o Fish & Chips Meal - $9.99
+ Pot Roast Dinner - $10.99
“— Farm-Fresh - Homemade « Every Day
Pizza - Salads « Sandwiches ¢ Signature Mac & Cheese
Homemade Soups & Chili — Served Daily

Il 802.722.3395 to prder for pickup -

HIBERNATE.
BUTTON UP.

There's never been a better time
to weatherize your home.

« Upto $7,000 off project costs
» Free services forincome-eligible Vermonters

« 0% financing options

oo
[=]

ButtonUpVermont.org

&

ButtonUp

Vermont

Efficienc
VeTrﬁohyt

All offers subject to eligibility and availability.
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|
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« Maple BBQ Ribs - $10.99/1b = B

PHOTO PROVIDED

these checks to your fall
home maintenance list and

that adults in your home
know how to use them.

Practice your escape plan
Identify exits, choose an
outdoor meeting spot, and
make sure everyone knows
what to do in an emergency.

give yourself one more rea-
son to feel good about the
place you call home.

Submitted by Victoria

A safer home starts with
a few simple habits. Add

Blodgett, PrimeLending,
Ludlow, Vt.

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE T

WW-

Home « Auto « Farm - Business
Motorcycle - Recreational Vehicles

7190 US Route 5 « Westminster, VT 05158

802-463-1900 - www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 « Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 - Walpole, NH - 603-445-2060
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