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CHESTER, Vt. – The Chester 
Festival Team thanks the com-
munity for a great turnout at 
the Chester Festival, relocat-
ed this year to Gateway Field 
next to the American Legion.
  “We are overjoyed by the 
incredible turnout this year. 
Folks from near and far trav-
eled to Chester to shop small 
and tune into Vermont’s small 
town culture. Our community 
joined together to pull off the 
biggest event yet. Thank you 
to every single person who 
had a role, no matter the 
size, you helped make this a 
huge success. We’re so grate-
ful!”

PHOTO PROVIDED

Chester Fall Festival sees 
great turnout

CHESTER, Vt. – The Chester 
Celebrates Special Vermont 
Foods festival, held on the 
Chester Green on Saturday, 
Sept. 19, was a great success.
  Many food vendors served 
hot, prepared food; premade 
sweets and pastries; canned 
jams, jellies, and pickled 
items; and drinks. Various 
crafters also set up along the 
Green with an array of festive 
goods. 
  Horse-drawn wagon rides 
brought passengers around 
the village, the Chester Con-
servation Commission led 
hikes on the Brookside Trail, 
and the Chester Historical So-
ciety hosted several cemetery 

Chester Celebrates Special 
Vermont Foods

tours. 
  Thank you to all of the businesses, volunteers, and 
individuals who helped make this event happen. And 
thank you to everyone who visited and enjoyed Chester 
Celebrates Special Vermont Foods on the Green.

PHOTO PROVIDED

BY PAULA BENSON

WESTON, Vt. – On Sat-
urday, Sept. 26, Weston vot-
ers elected two individuals 
to fill the vacancies on the 
selectboard. Duane Hart 
and Susan Morris will join 
Vice Chair Jim Linville and 
board members Katie Mori-
arity-Fitzpatrick and Brian 
Gehlich at the next select-
board meeting on Tuesday, 
Oct. 13, at 7:30 p.m.
  A total of 115 votes were 

cast for Article 1, filling one 
selectboard seat for the re-
mainder of the term end-
ing in March 2029. Hart 
was chosen with a total of 
64 votes. Candidate Nicole 
Dernier received 46 votes, 
and Denis Benson received 
one, with four spoiled votes.
  Morris was elected by a 

vote of 54 out of 102 on Ar-
ticle 2, for the remainder of 
the term ending in March 
2027. Dernier received 39 
votes, Benson received five, 

and one vote was cast for 
former board member Pam 
Dickman, with two spoiled 
votes.
  A resident of Weston, 

Hart has served as town 
road foreman, and was 
one of the complainants 
to present allegations of 
open-meeting violations by 
members of the selectboard 
and to call for their resigna-
tion.
  Morris is a Weston resi-

dent, an attorney, and the 

current vice chair of the 
town’s development review 
board. Morris has also 
been vocal in her criticism 
of how the selectboard has 
been managed recently. 
At an Aug. 11 selectboard 
meeting, Morris told the 
board that “transparency is 
not optional, [but] the base-
line expectation of public 
service.” 
  “Weston deserves lead-

ership that is confident, 
lawful, transparent, and 

focused on the people it 
serves,” Morris stated at the 
time. It seems the voters 
of Weston wanted to give 
Morris a chance to help 
bring those goals to frui-
tion.
  One of the items Mor-

ris and Hart should expect 
to address as they begin 
their service to the Town 
of Weston will be to elect 
a board chair, as the select-
board has been without one 
since the summer resigna-

tion of Denis Benson. An-
other will be to determine 
the scope of the bridge de-
sign committee.

Weston elects two new members to selectboard

BY NICK GIBERTI

CHESTER, Vt. – Commu-
nication with townspeople 
and voters became a central 
issue for the Chester Select-
board in its two September 
meetings as it continued dis-
cussing several changes to 
the town’s major operations, 
including possible adoption 
of a fund balance policy, 
the change from a calen-
dar year to a fiscal year, and 
the change to voting on the 
town’s budget by Australian 
ballot.
  The board addressed all 

of these concerns on Sept. 
2, beginning with the fund 
balance policy, the draft of 
which calls for maintenance 
in the general fund of 60 
days worth of operating ex-
penses for the town, or about 
$730,000. The fund balance 
is intended to reduce the 
town’s need to borrow mon-
ey to cover expenses, and to 
be used in emergency situ-
ations. To that end, during 
the discussion, board mem-
bers proposed that weak lan-
guage in the draft suggesting 

that the balance not be used 
to cover recurring operating 
expenses – “should not” – 
be changed to the stronger 
“will not,” to prevent fu-
ture boards from relying on 
fund balances to support the 
town’s general operations. 
The apparent need for this 
change was reinforced by the 
town’s auditor, Ron Smith, 
who was present at the meet-
ing and told the board that 
“discipline” will be the main 
way in which the board can 
keep the fund balance from 
becoming a well from which 
the town continually draws.
  Vice Chair Arne Jonynas 

asked Smith how the town 
can, in fact, begin to build 
up reserves for the fund bal-
ance. Smith responded with 
several possibilities, but con-
firmed Jonynas’ suggestion 
that one of the possibilities – 
and a likely one, due to the 
town’s current thin operat-
ing margins – is a line item 
in the town’s budget. This is 
where, the board felt, com-
munication with voters and 
taxpayers would become 
important, as the increased 

budget would create the ap-
pearance of increased ex-
penses and taxes. The board 
and Smith felt that the in-
crease would be offset by a 
decreased need to borrow 
to cover expenses, thereby 
eliminating or significantly 
reducing interest payments 
on loans for the town, but 
that this concept needs to be 
effectively laid out for town 
residents.
  The the board postponed 

its vote to approve the fund 
balance policy to a future 
meeting in light of the pro-
posed language changes.
  The transition to a fiscal 

year budget was next on the 
agenda, with Smith lending 
his support to the proposal, 
saying that a July 1 – June 30 
fiscal year aligns better with 
school and state budgets. 
The change to a fiscal year 
would also entail quarterly 
tax payments, which, like 
the fund balance, are intend-
ed to obviate the need for 
borrowing money while the 
town awaits tax payments in 
full, as is currently the case. 
Quarterly payments would 

be due on Sept. 1, Dec. 1, 
March 1, and June 1.
  However, due to the six-

month gap between the 
current end of the town’s 
budget on Dec. 31 and the 
proposed start of the fiscal 
year on July 1, voters would 
need to approve a stopgap 
18-month budget at Town 
Meeting in 2027, creating 
the appearance of a drastic 
increase in spending by di-
rect comparison with the 
previous budget, and neces-
sitating the first four quar-
terly payments to be about 
1½ times greater than they 
would otherwise be with 
a 12-month budget. Over 
time, however, the amount 
of taxes collected would be 
approximately equal to if 
the town had remained on 
its current calendar year, but 
divided differently, and paid 
on a different schedule. The 
board once again discussed 
the need for communication 
with voters to accurately ex-
plain the way in which the 
transitional budget would 
affect their taxes, tax pay-
ments, and future operating 

expenses, with Town Man-
ager Julie Hance suggesting 
a sample tax bill to be pre-
sented at Town Meeting.
  Finally, the board turned 

to its discussion of chang-
ing the town’s budget vote 
at Town Meeting to Aus-
tralian ballot, rather than 
the current floor vote. This 
change would need to be ap-
proved – by a floor vote – at 
Town Meeting in 2027.
  Objections to the change 

largely centered on the con-
cern that switching to an 
Australian ballot vote would 
effectively eliminate Town 
Meeting, as voters would no 
longer need to be present at 
the budget informational 
meeting to actually vote on 
the budget. Board member 
Tim Roper summed up the 
tension of the board’s discus-
sion by saying that, while he 
believes that increased voter 
participation is a net positive, 
he “think[s] that Town Meet-
ing is really important to the 
town, to the culture of the 
town, to getting people face 

Chester Selectboard grapples with communication

BY SHAWNTAE WEBB 

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
The Londonderry Select-
board discussed options for 
the future of the Williams 
Dam at its Sept. 21 meeting. 
The failing dam reserves 
water in Mill Pond, an 
emergency water source for 
the town. It was reiterated 
that Ben Green, dam safety 
engineer from the Vermont 
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation, had 
previously warned the town 
that if it does not take ac-
tion, the state would step in 
and would likely remove the 
dam at the town’s expense. 
  A proposal for a grant for 

an engineering design to re-

move the dam was recently 
posed to the board by Ron 
Rhodes from the Connecti-
cut River Conservancy, and 
was presented at the meet-
ing.
  “Before we even start,” 

Chair Tom Cavanagh stated, 
“the town has not decided 
one way or another what we 
are doing with the dam. This 
is just an opportunity that 
was brought to me.” 
  Rhodes explained a po-

tential merged grant op-
portunity with the Town 
of Weston if Londonderry 
decides to proceed with 
removal of the Williams 
Dam. Rhodes reported that 
Weston is putting together 
a proposal for the removal 

of its dam, and is applying 
for a grant from a private, 
anonymous organization, 
which requires a 20% match 
in funding.
  The organization usually 

gives around $300,000, of 
which Weston will not need 
the full amount. Rhodes 
proposed allocating $50,000 
of the grant funding to Lon-
donderry, which could be 
put toward an engineering 
design plan for the removal 
of the dam. Rhodes con-
firmed that the organiza-
tion already agreed it could 
divide the funding as such, 
and that Londonderry could 
not apply for the $50,000 in-
dividually.
  Rhodes also clarified that 

the Connecticut River Con-
servancy has a five-year 
history with the national 
foundation, which typically 
only funds dam removals 
and culvert projects that are 
publicly owned. The organi-
zation has a primary focus 
on opening waterways to 
native species such as the lo-
cal brook trout. Rhodes clar-
ified that it would be highly 
unlikely that the organiza-
tion would provide funding 
for floodplain relief, wetland 
protection, or dredging, as 
those options do not directly 
pertain to broader fish pas-
sage and migration.
  The deadline to apply 

for the grant is in March, 
and awards would be dis-

persed in June, so the engi-
neer would theoretically be 
on site in the fall of 2027. 
Rhodes confirmed that the 
selectboard can apply for 
this grant and still decide 
to opt out as late as May or 
June if the town does not 
want to move forward with 
removal. He added that he 
would need a decision from 
the town by February in 
order to add a budget line 
item for Londonderry on 
Weston’s grant application.
  Frustrated citizens voiced 

their concerns that the Wil-
liams River Dam Commit-
tee had already spent a sig-
nificant amount of time 

Londonderry hashes out dam options
See CHESTER on Page 2

See DERRY on Page 2
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Home of VT’s Freshest Flower using

researching, and spent 
$30,000 of taxpayer money, 
in order to determine what 
it felt was best for the future 
of the dam. It was stressed 
that five people, who did 
not have the same opinion, 
voted 3-2 in favor of repair-
ing the dam in July of 2024, 
and the selectboard has not 
moved forward with any de-
cision since.
  One citizen expressed, 

“After resources already in-
vested, discussion should 
move forward with repair of 
the dam...If the board is con-
sidering removal, residents 
deserve to know why [it is 
going in a] different direc-
tion without including the 
recommendations from the 
town’s own process.” 
  Cavanagh reported that 

previous Administrator 
Shane O’Keefe had spent 
many hours investigating 
grants for repair. Cavanagh 
said the only one O’Keefe 
had found was through Nat-
ural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS), which 
amounted to only $20,000, 
and the town would have to 
put the dam on the historic 
registry.
  A few voiced that there are 

new grants available for re-
pairing dams. One resident 
said she believed that new 
information was made avail-
able the day of Londonder-

ry’s meeting.
  Many felt that dredging 

would be a viable option, al-
lowing more water to collect 
in Mill Pond, though some 
countered that dredging too 
close to the failing dam only 
creates more pressure on it, 
or that the silt would con-
tinue to build up again over 
time.
  The greatest concern of 

many in attendance is the 
fact that Mill Pond is the 
largest, and possibly the 
only major, water source for 
the Londonderry Fire De-
partment. It was expressed 
that, “Mill Pond is always 
there,” on a main road, ac-
cessible to many fire trucks 
at any time. If a hydrant fails, 
a pipe can be run anywhere 
in the pond to get water in 
an emergency. Without the 
dam, the water source would 
not provide nearly enough 
to extinguish a fire, and the 
town would “depend solely 
on trucking water in” while 
“the size of a fire doubles ev-
ery minute.” 
  A bond vote to fund repair 

or replacement of the dam, 
or dredging of the pond was 
discussed. The bond vote 
would take place at the up-
coming Town Meeting. “I 
think it’s important to rec-
ognize that the board is not 
taking a specific position 
and saying that we’re do-
ing one or the other,” stated 
Prouty. “My perspective has 
been that this is a big enough 
and serious enough decision 

that we’re trying to gather 
the information and let the 
taxpayers and voters decide.”
  Residents said that they 

would like to have an idea of 
how much it would realisti-
cally cost to dredge the pond. 
Cavanagh reported that he 
asked Hunter Excavating to 
provide a quote, and stated 
that David Chaves Excavat-
ing “wanted no part of it.” 
Townspeople asked that the 
board put the project out to 
bid to other, larger contrac-
tors equipped for the job. 
  It was added by another 

resident that while repair is 
more costly than dredging, 
it includes fixing the flood-
gate to be able to open and 
release sediment from the 
pond, eliminating the need 
for continuous dredging. 
  DeBois & King, the com-

pany that initially quoted the 
town for repairs or replace-
ment, recently provided an 
updated quote to include 
inflation and contingencies. 
The new estimate was set at 
$1 million for repair, or $1.6 
million for replacement. The 
board cautioned that the 
town can discuss repair and 
replacement, but it has to 
come up with the money to 
make that happen.
  It was also discussed that 

the Williams River Dam 
Committee was disbanded 
after it concluded its re-
search and gave its recom-
mendation to repair the 
dam. Prouty and many 
community members were 
in support of reconvening 
the committee. Those who 
are passionate can study 
the new grants that may be 
available to repair the dam, 
and organize all of the facts 
in a manner that is digestible 
to the public. 
  The board and town resi-

dents all agreed that it is 

time to do something with 
the dam. A decision needs 
to be made, and all of the 
facts need to be presented in 
order for everyone to make 
their best-informed vote. 
Further discussion was post-
poned until the next meet-
ing.
  Previous studies and re-

ports on the dam are avail-
able on the town’s website, 
at www.londonderryvt.gov/
government/select_board/
williams_dam.php.
  On other agenda items, 

Pamela Spaulding requested 
that the board have a house 
on Winhall Hollow Road 
demolished due to its state of 
disrepair. The board agreed 
to have fire and safety per-
sonnel look at the building 
and potentially condemn it 
if they see fit. 
  The board approved the 

blasting of a ledge for the 
Spring Hill Road Culvert 
project, given that they 
are running out of time to 
complete the project and be 
out of the stream by Oct. 1. 
Blasting is more efficient 
than drilling, and further-
more, in some cases blasting 
is still necessary after drill-
ing, which would cost the 
town more money. 
  Short-term rental fee 

structure changes were ap-
proved by the board. The 
meeting concluded with an 
executive session to discuss 
a pending or probable civil 
litigation or a prosecution 
involving the short-term 
rental ordinance; and ne-
gotiating or securing of real 
estate purchase or lease op-
tions regarding the North 
Village wastewater project.
  The Londonderry Se-

lectboard meets on the first 
and third Mondays of each 
month, at 6 p.m., at the town 
office and on Zoom. 

DERRY
From Page 1

to face.” Roper suggested 
the possibility of moving 
Town Meeting to a week-
end day to allow more voters 
with day jobs and families to 
participate.
  However, Wanda Purdy, 

who has been a town em-
ployee and board member 
in the past, expressed her 
support of the change, as-
serting that she has spoken 
with townspeople who feel 
that attending Town Meet-
ing is an exercise in futility 
because all measures pass 
with minimal discussion or 
dissent. Purdy felt that resi-
dents are often hesitant to be 
seen voting against their fel-
low citizens or the majority.
  Resident Derek Suursoo, 

who is also a former se-
lectboard member, echoed 
Purdy’s comments. “People 
do not like speaking up neg-
atively against their neigh-
bors,” Suursoo said, add-
ing that often “the people 
who do show up are there 
to make sure that their spe-
cial interest…gets through.” 
Suursoo noted that, during 
his time on the selectboard, 
he had been in opposition 
to a change to Australian 
ballot, but that he has since 
changed his stance, and now 
supports it.

  In response, however, 
board member Lauren Fi-
erman questioned whether 
the impersonal nature of re-
jecting ballot questions was 
a positive. “I’m not sure it’s 
good for us,” Fierman said, 
“to have it made easier for us 
to say ‘no’ without having to 
look the people that you’re 
saying ‘no’ to in the eye.”
  Again, the discussion 

turned to communication 
with voters to ensure people 
are informed of the pros and 
cons of the change when 
Town Meeting Day arrives. 
While several suggestions, 
including short-form videos 
such a Facebook Reels and 
YouTube Shorts were ban-
died about, no concrete de-
cision on the most effective 
manner of communication 
was reached.
  At its next meeting, on 

Sept. 16, Hance informed 
the board that she had heard 
from citizens that, if the 
board chose not to add the 
Australian ballot question 
to Town Meeting in 2027, 
there was likely to be a peti-
tion to do so. In light of this 
fact and in consideration of 
the petitioners, Hance asked 
the board if it would enter-
tain setting a deadline for its 
decision. While the board 
demurred on setting itself 
a hard deadline, it pledged 
to add the Australian bal-
lot discussion to its meeting 

agendas until it reaches a 
consensus.
  The board also approved 

a loan of $50,000 from the 
Chester Economic Devel-
opment Fund, matching an 
amount from the Springfield 
Regional Development Cor-
poration, for Bright Begin-
nings, an infant-to-school-
age childcare center which 
its owners, Meredith and 
John Sylvester, say they hope 
to open by the end of this 
year. The Sylvesters current-
ly own two other childcare 
centers in Springfield and 
are renovating the building 
on Main Street, which for-
merly housed the law firm 
of Dakin & Benelli, for their 
third location.
  Also on Sept. 16, the 

board heard from several 
department heads and per-
sonnel. Chester Housing 
Commission Chair Joe Karl 
was unable to attend the 
meeting, so Preston Bristow, 
the town’s primary staff per-
son attending commission 
meetings, spoke in his stead. 
Bristow expressed that the 
commission faces a struggle 
to encourage housing devel-
opment in the town, as the 
state’s priority is on larger 
and low-income housing, 
which are most viable in 
larger population centers 
such as Brattleboro and 
Springfield, leaving towns 
like Chester competing for 

a limited number of smaller, 
low-market-rate housing 
projects.
  Bristow also said he feels 

that the town’s zoning re-
form has successfully re-
moved zoning-related barri-
ers to development, but that 
there are still issues at the 
state level which are creating 
difficulties.
  Another impediment to 

housing development, ac-
cording to Zoning Admin-
istrator Hugh Quinn, is 
the fact that the town does 
not own developable land 
in the village. Quinn sug-
gested that, if the town was 
able to find money for its 
housing reserve fund, that 
money could then be used 
to purchase land for hous-
ing projects in more desir-
able locations for developers 
when the opportunity arises. 
“If you don’t own the land,” 
Quinn emphasized, “you’re 
not starting.”
  Finally, Hance reported to 

the board that Chester will 
interview four candidates for 
its fire chief position on Oct. 
8, and hopes to have “one or 
two back” for a second inter-
view round. The intention is 
to have the fire chief start by 
January of 2027.
  The Chester Selectboard 

meets on the first and third 
Wednesdays of every month, 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Chester 
Town Hall.

CHESTER
From Page 1

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – Ver-
mont Route 100 between 
Plymouth Union and West 
Bridgewater has reopened to 
traffic at the Bridge 116 site.
  Over the last two weeks, 

crews have poured con-
crete for the bridge, bridge 
railing curb, and approach 
slabs, completing the struc-
tural concrete work for the 
Bridgewater project. While 

the concrete cured, crews 
continued working away 
from the bridge. They 
placed, graded, and com-
pacted crushed stone 
for the roadway base 
throughout the project 
limits. The contractor has 
also continued placing 
and shaping stone along 
Madden Brook near the 
bridge.

Route 100 
reopens

REGION – The legislature 
and the governor have acted 
to require larger class sizes 
and significant reductions in 
spending at Ludlow-Mount 
Holly schools starting next 
year, with further reductions 
in the following years. If these 
reductions are not made, resi-
dents will pay much higher 
taxes and penalties.
  The Ludlow-Mount Holly 

School Board created a re-
structuring committee to 
gather information and make 
recommendations. It identi-
fied the following options: (1) 
continue the current school 
structure and pay the in-
creased taxes that will result; 
(2) close one school and bring 
all students to the other; (3) 
keep students at their current 
schools and combine grades 
into multi-age classrooms; (4) 
bring grades seven and eight 
back to one of the elementary 
schools and make it a middle 
school, perhaps with grades 
five to eight, while the other 
school becomes a primary 
school. Currently, tuition for 
these students is more than 
$1 million; (5) eliminate one 
of the principal positions and 
give one person responsibility 
for both schools.

  By the end of the year, 
the school board will have 
to decide how to deal 
with the problem. Before 
it decides, it wants to hear 
from residents about their 
opinions. The board pos-
es three questions to the 
community: (1) What do 
you value most about our 
schools? (2) What con-
cerns you about possible 
changes? (3) What would 
you like the school board 
to investigate before mak-
ing decisions? 
  The board hopes resi-

dents will share their ideas 
and preferences, either by 
completing the survey (see 
the link at www.trsu.org) 
or by emailing the superin-
tendent, Layne Millington, 
at layne.millington@trsu.
org. It will also be holding 
listening sessions in Mount 
Holly on Nov. 2, and in 
Ludlow on Nov. 4. The 
board welcomes residents 
to express their opinions at 
school board meetings on 
the second Wednesday of 
each month.
  The board stressed that 

no decisions have been 
made, but that the state is 
forcing difficult changes.

Restructuring 
Ludlow, Mount 
Holly Schools
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HIGGINS HILL ORCHARD

Mac, Cortland, Honeycrisp,
Mutsu, Gala, Macoun

Pick Your Own

Senior Citizen Discount  •  Open Daily 9am - 5pm
Westminster Heights Rd. to Orchard Hill Rd.

5 Mins from Exit 5, I-91  •  Follow Signs  •  Westminster, VT

APPLES

Open from 
9 am - 5 pm everyday

FALL FOLIAGE TRAIN 
& POP UP FALL FESTIVAL

October 3-4 • Ludlow, VT
Enjoy vintage rail charm, mountain views, and our cozy fall 

festival featuring local food and artisans.

HOLIDAY EXPRESS TRAIN
December 19-20 • Chester Depot, VT

Ride through Vermont’s snowy countryside, meet Santa and his 
elves, enjoy cocoa & cookies, and celebrate the season.

 Tickets: okemovalleychamber.simpletix.com
yourplaceinvermont.com    802-228-5830

From peak foliage to holiday sparkle, the Okemo Valley 
trains are ready to take you on two unforgettable rides

BRICK & MORTAR ON MAIN
ANTIQUES, VINTAGE AND UNIQUE FINDS

MARK LUND (802) 289-2130
NIKKI LUND (802) 289-2140

209-223 MAIN STREET
CHARLESTOWN, NH 03604

brickandmortaronmain@gmail.com

Town Hall
37 S Depot St.

Zoom link for presentation available 
by emailing ELadd@Ludlow.vt.us

Questions? Contact: Erin Ladd, 
Director of Planning & Zoning 
Email: ELadd@Ludlow.vt.us
Direct Line: 802-228-4870

Drop in anytime:
4:00-6:00pm

Formal Presentation:
5:00-5:30pm

Friday,
October 16

Ludlow 
Village 
Vision 
Plan

Ludlow
VERMONT

The Town of Ludlow is 
developing a master plan 
for the Village that will address 
transportation, housing and economic 
opportunities for our community.
Consultants have developed draft 
recommendations to improve village vitality, 
and want your feedback!

Come to the FEEDBACK SESSION, Friday, October 
16 from 4:00-6:00 at Town Hall. During the drop-in 

period, you can expect to spend 10-20 minutes 
reviewing the recommendations, answering 

interactive questions and talking with members 
of the project team. There will be a formal 

presentation from 5:00-5:30 to explain 
the proposed recommendations, with an 

option to join via zoom.

Light refreshments will be provided!

Learn more about the project and 
additional ways to participate at 
arcg.is/1yqLm8: 

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily
802-952-9570
In Chester, take Route 11 
East for 1/2 Mile. Take 
Right onto Green Mtn. 
Turnpike. We’re the first 
house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup
Member VMSMA

ATHENS, Vt. – The Ath-
ens Historic Preservation 
Society, along with the 
Athens Brick Meeting-
house Committee, is host-
ing a “Conversation with 
the Candidates” at the 1817 
Brick Meetinghouse on 
Sunday afternoon, Oct. 4, at 
2:30 p.m.
  The Windsor-Windham 

District serves the towns of 
Athens, Grafton, Windham, 
and Chester. The candidates 
for this state representative 
seat are incumbent Republi-
can Rep. Tom Charlton and 
Democratic challenger Will 
Hoser. Both candidates have 
accepted the invitation.
  This will be a bit less formal 

than a typical forum. There 
will be time at both the start 
and the end of the event for 
attendees to mingle with the 
candidates either inside the 
meetinghouse or outside on 
the meetinghouse common 
over cider and donuts.
  For the bulk of time be-

tween that, the forum will 
move indoors to the sanc-
tuary space, where, for 
no more than an hour, a 
moderator will ask pre-
pared questions of both 
candidates along with writ-
ten questions submitted by 
attendees. The prepared 
questions will not be shared 
in advance, but will touch 
upon issues that are impor-

tant to constituents of 
the Windsor-Windham 
District, along with the 
legislature’s capacity to 
address them.
  The organizations are 

excited to be reviving the 
history of the 1817 Brick 
Meetinghouse as a place 
where prominent speak-
ers addressed the public 
on civic matters of im-
port. The Athens Brick 
Meetinghouse is on the 
National Register of His-
toric Places, and is lo-
cated at 2 Meetinghouse 
Road in Athens, Vt.
  For more information, 

visit “Athens Meeting-
house” on Facebook.

“Conversation With the 
Candidates” in Athens

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
public is invited to a forum 
with the Windsor-Wind-
ham District Vermont 
House of Representatives 
candidates, Will Hoser 
and Tom Charlton. The 
forum, cosponsored by 
the Chester Town Demo-
cratic Committee and the 
Chester Republican Com-
mittee, will take place on 

Oct. 13, from 6-7:30 p.m., at 
the Chester Town Hall, 556 
Elm Street. 
  The Windsor-Windham 

District includes Ches-
ter, Athens, Grafton, and 
Windham. The forum will 
feature introductions by the 
candidates, their responses 
to questions provided by 
moderator Frank Kelly, and 
an opportunity for audience 

questions, followed by clos-
ing statements from each 
candidate. 
  The forum is an oppor-

tunity to meet the candi-
dates and hear their plans 
to address the concerns of 
Windsor-Windham District 
residents. Be an informed 
voter on Nov. 3. Come out to 
the forum and get answers to 
your questions.

Windsor-Windham 
District candidate forum

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
SAPA TV, the Spring-

field area’s public access TV 
station, invites members of 

and Reading, Vt., regardless 
of whether they are cable 
subscribers. SAPA would 
like to know how engaged 
community members are, 
and what they want. The 
survey will run through 
the end of September, and 
participants will be entered 
into a drawing to receive 
one of three prizes. The 
prizes include gift certifi-
cates to Woodbury Florist 
and Purrmont Cat Cafe. 
The survey is accessible at 
www.sapatv.org/survey.

SAPA TV Annual Meeting, 
community survey

REGION – The Okemo 
Valley Regional Chamber 
of Commerce is excited to 
announce the launch of a 
brand-new autumn attrac-
tion, the Okemo Valley Fall 
Foliage Train & Pop Up Fall 
Festival, taking place Oct. 
3 and 4. This vibrant new 
event joins the region’s be-
loved Okemo Valley Holi-
day Express, returning Dec. 
19 and 20, creating a two-
season lineup of scenic rail 
experiences for families, 
visitors, and rail enthusi-
asts.
  The fall foliage train in-

vites guests to step into 
Vermont’s most iconic sea-
son aboard a vintage rail-
car, offering nearly an hour 
of scenic mountain views, 
brilliant color, and old-
fashioned rail charm. The 
train departs from Lud-
low, Vt., running six times 
daily, at 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 
12 p.m., 1:30 p.m., 3 p.m., 
and 4:30 p.m., on both 
days. Surrounding the rail 
experience is a lively pop-
up fall festival, featuring 
local food, Vermont arti-

sans, seasonal treats, and 
cozy autumn traditions that 
celebrate the best of the re-
gion.
  The chamber’s signature 

winter event, the Okemo 
Valley Holiday Express, 
returns just weeks later. 
Departing from the his-
toric Chester Depot, this 
magical, one-hour ride of-
fers families a joyful winter 
journey through Vermont’s 
snow-covered countryside. 
Guests meet Santa and his 
elves aboard the train, with 
departures at 9 a.m., 11 
a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m., and 5 
p.m., on Dec. 19 and 20.
  “With the addition of the 

fall foliage train and pop-up 
fall festival, Okemo Valley 
is building a seasonal rail 
tradition that captures the 
beauty and spirit of Ver-
mont in both autumn and 
winter,” said the Okemo 
Valley Regional Chamber 
of Commerce. “These ex-
periences bring together 
scenic rail, local culture, 
and family-friendly fun in 
a way that truly reflects our 
region.”

  Both events are hosted in 
partnership with Vermont 
Rail System. Tickets for 
both the fall foliage train 

and Holiday Express are 
available at www.oke-
movalleychamber.sim-
pletix.com.

Okemo Valley introduces fall foliage 
train and pop-up fall festival

the public to participate 
in its upcoming autumn 
events.
  On Oct. 8, SAPA will 

host its Annual Meeting, 
also at 335 River Street. 
The Annual Meeting is a 
recap of the station’s ac-
tivities over the previous 
year, and includes a free 
potluck dinner. It is open 
to people from Spring-
field, Chester, Weathers-
field, and Reading, Vt., 
regardless of whether 
they are cable subscrib-
ers, and will run from 
5-7 p.m.
  Additionally, SAPA 

has a community survey 
that is live now on its 
website. It is also open to 
people from Springfield, 
Chester, Weathersfield, 

The Okemo Valley foliage train will run Oct. 3 and 4.
PHOTO BY STEEL WHEELS PHOTOGRAPHY

VISIT US ON

@VermontJournal
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BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

Friday, October 9th, 6-8 pm
Ludlow Community Center

37 Main Street, Ludlow
Free of charge, all are welcome

Contra dancing is family-friendly, open to all ages and very welcoming to 
new dancers. Feel free to come solo, bring a friend or organize a group-

you’re sure to have a great time!

Full-Service Bookkeeping • Payroll Services
Budgeting/Reporting • Fractional CFO Services

Flexible Rates Based Upon Need
30+ Years of Experience

www.catamountaccountingfinance.com
415-786-7751 • Springfield, VT

Don’t forget, 
we offer Free Rx delivery... 

and anything else you need, too! 

welcomes Vinnie Stoodley and 
Connie Taylor to the Springfield Team!

Connie Taylor | I live in Vermont with my Army veteran 
husband and our four fur-babies. I have a close-knit 
family, with most of my immediate family in upstate New 
York or New England. I enjoy spending time with family 
and friends, cooking, reading, puzzles, listening to the 

Grateful Dead, traveling, and spending time outdoors with 
my dog.

I decided to become a pharmacist because I wanted to work in healthcare. I 
was always good at math and science in school, and I’m a people-person. 
Community pharmacists are some of the most accessible and approachable 
healthcare providers, with a connection to their local communities and the 
opportunity to help people manage their healthcare.

Vinnie Stoodley | I was born and raised right in the 
Springfield area, only leaving to go to Albany for the 
six-year pharmacy program. Now, I’m building my own 
family in the same community with my wife, Brittany, and 

son, Cole. I’m an avid hunter and fisher when it’s in season 
and love skateboarding all year round.

I always had a strong aptitude for math and anatomy, so 
pharmacy felt like a great intersection of my skills, along with the high impact it 
can have on the community. I also really value the team approach and 
supportive culture.

Learn More

LONDONDERRY, Vt. –
Neighborhood Connec-
tions in Londonderry 
will be opening a its new 
social model adult day 
care program on Oct. 
7, providing breakfast 
and lunch, and offer-
ing activities including 
participatory music, arts 
and crafts, and games 
modeled after the Relish-
Life curriculum. There 
will be an open house 
on Wednesday, Sept. 30, 
from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
for any potential clients, 
partners, and interested 
community members to 
drop in on an informal 
basis to meet our staff 
and see the facility.
  The program will be 

available every Wednes-
day, from 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 

p.m., in the main Neighbor-
hood Connections meeting 
complex in the Mountain 
Marketplace, at the corner 
of Route 11 and Route 100 
in Londonderry. This open, 
airy space includes plenty 
of windows, a full-service 
commercial kitchen, inter-
net access, large-screen au-
dio-visual equipment, and 
accessible restrooms, and 
also houses office staff.
  This is a social program 

and will not include medi-
cal care. This program is 
appropriate for adults ca-
pable of feeding themselves 
and independent bathroom 
functions, but who need a 
safe and supervised space 
during the day, meal prepa-
ration, and socialization. 
Applicants will be screened 
using standard tools at in-

take to ensure program 
compatibility. The program 
will be overseen by Lois 
Schram Osnow, a licensed 
clinical social worker. Pri-
or to moving to Vermont, 
she was the co-founder 
and owner of LS Gerontol-
ogy Seminars, where she 
instituted culture-change 
projects in more than 25 
long-term care facilities in 
addition to providing train-
ing to more than 75 long-
term care facilities in the 
tri-state area. Additional 
staff with relevant experi-
ence have been retained to 
assist with the program.
  For questions about eli-

gibility and general infor-
mation about the program 
or the open house, contact 
Osnow at 802-824-4343 or 
Lois@ncvermont.org.

Adult day social program 
to begin Oct. 7

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On a 
Friday afternoon during the 
height of the 2008 financial 
crisis, Kindle Farm School 
Board President Ben Tag-
gard made a phone call that 
would change the future of 
the school. His question was 
simple: Would Health Care 
& Rehabilitation Services 
(HCRS) consider bringing 
Kindle Farm School into its 
organization?
  Like many small, mission-

driven nonprofits during 
the recession, Kindle Farm 
School – an independent 
therapeutic school for boys 
in Newfane, Vt. – faced 
growing financial pressures 
while remaining deeply 
committed to serving stu-
dents and families. Sustain-
ing the school independent-
ly had become increasingly 
difficult.
  HCRS, the community 

mental health agency serv-
ing Windham and Windsor 
counties, agreed to move 
forward, not because the 
decision was easy, but be-

cause leaders from both or-
ganizations recognized they 
shared a common mission: 
helping vulnerable young 
people succeed. They be-
lieved preserving Kindle 
Farm School mattered to the 
students, families, school 
districts, and communities 
that depended on it. 
  By joining HCRS, Kindle 

Farm School gained the 
stability and organizational 
support needed to focus 
even more deeply on its 
mission. Expanded access 
to counseling, crisis ser-
vices, case management, 
and coordinated clinical 
care strengthened support 
for students and families, 
while enhanced human re-
sources, technology, facili-
ties, and financial systems 
allowed teachers, clinicians, 
and staff to spend less time 
managing infrastructure 
and more time helping 
young people learn, heal, 
and succeed.
  Today, HCRS’ Kindle 

Farm School continues 

serving students in grades 
3-12 from across Vermont 
and New Hampshire with 
the same relationship-
centered philosophy that 
has guided the school 
since its founding in 1996.
  “Some partnerships are 

about growth,” said Anne 
Bilodeau, chief executive 
officer of HCRS. “This 
partnership was about 
preserving something ex-
traordinary...Thirty years 
later, we’re incredibly 
proud that Kindle Farm 
has remained true to its 
mission while benefiting 
from the strength and 
support of a larger orga-
nization.”
  Looking back nearly 

two decades after that 
pivotal phone call, the de-
cision represents far more 
than an organizational 
transition. It reflects a 
shared commitment to 
preserving a place where 
young people can redis-
cover confidence, rebuild 
relationships, and believe 
in their future. As Kindle 
Farm School celebrates 
its 30th anniversary, the 
partnership between 
Kindle Farm School and 
HCRS continues to dem-
onstrate how organiza-
tions can grow stronger 
together while remaining 
deeply rooted in the mis-
sion that brought them 
together.

Kindle Farm celebrates 30 
years, HCRS parntership

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
Londonderry Volunteer 
Rescue Squad (LVRS) 
is hosting an emergen-
cy medical technician 
(EMT) class starting Oct. 
12. It will run through 
March 15, 2027, and will 
meet at the LVRS build-
ing, 6068 Route 100, Lon-
donderry, Vt.
  Emergency medical 

technicians are trained to 
respond to calls for medi-
cal treatment outside of a 
hospital setting. Their role is 
to quickly assess and docu-
ment a patient’s condition 
and determine what treat-
ment they may need. They 
are expected to provide 
medical treatment to the 
level of their training, pre-
pare the patient for trans-
port to a hospital, and assist 
in transport to the hospital.
  This course is a mix of 

self-directed learning and 
in-person training. There 
are online lectures and quiz-
zes, and the class will meet 
in person Mondays, from 
6-9 p.m., and one Saturday a 
month, from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
This class costs $750, but tu-
ition will be refunded if, af-
ter successfully completing 
the class and becoming state 
and nationally registered, 
the student becomes a full 
member of LVRS.
  To sign up, visit www.lon-

donderryrescuevt.org and 
click on “EMT class 26-27.”

EMT class at Londonderry 
Volunteer Rescue Squad

BRATTLEBORO, Vt. –
Health Care and Rehabili-
tation Services (HCRS) in-
vites community members 
of all ages and abilities to 
come together for the 2026 
Brattleboro Buddy Walk, 
a celebration of inclusion, 
connection, and the many 
contributions of people 
with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities.
  The event will take place 

Saturday, Oct. 3, from 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m., at the 
Brattleboro Town Com-
mon, rain or shine. The 
day will feature a 1-mile 
walk through downtown 
Brattleboro, along with 
music, activities, games, 
prizes, lunch, vendors, and 
opportunities to connect 
with friends and neigh-
bors from throughout the 
region.
  HCRS is coordinating 

this year’s event in partner-
ship with longtime Buddy 
Walk organizer Jim Nich-
olson. Proceeds from this 
year’s Brattleboro Buddy 
Walk will benefit Special 
Olympics programs for in-
dividuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabil-
ities in Windham County, 
helping create additional 
opportunities for connec-
tion, participation, and 
achievement. The event is 
made possible through the 
generous support of local 
businesses and organiza-
tions, including Casella 
and M&T Bank, two of this 
year’s leading sponsors.
  Advance registration is 

encouraged. Participants 
can also support the event 
through individual fund-
raising and donations.
  For more information, to 

register, or to support the 
2026 Brattleboro Buddy 
Walk, visit www.brattle-
borobuddywalk.org.

HCRS’ 
Brattleboro 
Buddy 
Walk
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OBITUARIES: 
A 200-word obituary is $100, and $0.60 per word 

thereafter. A photo is an additional $20. Email to 
editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday at 12 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES: 
We run Church Services on an alternating schedule. 

Subject to space. All services are posted online at www.
VermontJournal.com. Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will 

be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. 
Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 

Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 81081XEL

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
81081XEL    separately $323.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

SAVE 60%

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your 
piece of Vermont 

to fit your Dreams!

9-Month  
New Money CD

4.00%
APY*

9-Month  
CD

3.75%
APY*

YOUR MONEY. YOUR RATE. 
Get the CD That Works for You.

Open Yours Today!
802cu.com

*Annual Percentage Yield. 9-month new money CD dividend rate is 3.92%. Funds must qualify as new money, 
which implies the funds are not currently held in any account at 802 Credit Union. 9-month CD dividend rate 
is 3.68%. Early withdrawal penalties may apply. Fees may reduce earnings. Minimum deposit $500. Maximum 
deposit is $250,000 per individual. Limited-time offer – may end at any time. Share account required. CD will 
automatically renew at maturity into a standard 6-month CD at the current rate in effect at the time of renewal 
unless you instruct us otherwise.  |  Federally Insured by NCUA  |  © 2026 802 Credit Union

CHESTER, Vt. – A celebration of life will 
be held in loving memory of Kendall B. 
“Kenny” Crocker Jr., who passed away Jan. 
15, 2026, at age 79. Kenny will be remem-

bered for his service to his country, his love 
of family and friends, and the many lives he 
touched. Please join us on Oct. 11, 2026, at 1 
p.m., at the American Legion in Chester, Vt.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – A service of re-
membrance and celebration of life for 
Stephanie Nelson, who passed away 

Aug. 15, will be held at Davis Memorial 
Chapel in Springfield, Vt., on Oct. 17, at 1 
p.m. A reception will follow.

LEBANON, N.H. – Dart-
mouth Health (DH), the 
most rural academic health 
system in the country, has 
been selected by the Nation-
al Institute on Aging to serve 
as the lead site for a $44 mil-
lion study, one of the largest 
studies ever conducted on 
how older Americans with 
serious illness make deci-
sions about their medical 
care. DH will serve as the 
study’s rural anchor for the 
Advancing Ethical Goals in 
Society (AEGIS) trial, which 
will enroll more than 12,000 
older patients.
  “Every patient deserves 

the right care, at the right 
time, and on their own 
terms, whether they live two 
blocks or two hours from 
the nearest hospital,” said 
Dr. Joanne M. Conroy, CEO 
and president of Dartmouth 
Health. “This trial will prove 
what we believe at Dart-
mouth Health: Rural does 
not mean lesser. We meet 
people where they are at and 
bring them state-of-the-art 
care. All patients deserve 
the innovative, world-class 
healthcare, whether it’s in 
rural Vermont and New 
Hampshire or in our cities.”
  Every day, thousands of 

older Americans and their 
families confront difficult 
decisions about serious ill-
ness. Research indicates 
that, in rural settings, pa-
tients face a widened and 
persistent gap in access-
ing the care they want and 
deserve. AEGIS will study 
shared decision-making, in 
which patients and families 
act as equal partners in their 
medical choices. The trial 
will test whether decision-
aid tools that help patients 
and families understand 

their options, communicate 
what matters most to them, 
and navigate an increasingly 
complex healthcare system 
lead to care delivery that 
honors their wishes.
  “Shared decision making 

is a simple but profound 
idea: that doctors and pa-
tients can be true partners in 
care. The insight that these 
partnerships create better 
outcomes grew out of the 
late Jack Wennberg’s pio-
neering work here at Dart-
mouth,” said Dr. Jennifer 
Hunt, dean of Dartmouth’s 
Geisel School of Medicine 
and chief academic officer 
at Dartmouth Hitchcock 
Medical Center. “That spirit 
of patient-centered inno-
vation is one of the things 
that drew me to Geisel, and 
our work with Dartmouth 
Health on AEGIS shows 
how our deep institutional 
partnership can be a cata-
lyst for transforming rural 
health.” 
  Wennberg’s research re-

vealed that the care patients 
receive often depends more 
on where they live than on 
what they prefer. More than 
20 years ago, Wennberg and 
Dr. Angelo E. Volandes, who 
now serves as Dartmouth 
Health’s interim chief re-
search officer and senior as-
sociate dean for clinical and 
translational research at the 
Geisel School of Medicine, 
discussed a medical dilem-
ma: Medicine had no stan-
dardized way for doctors 
and patients to talk about 
medical decisions.
  “Getting the right care 

should not depend on your 
zip code,” said Volandes, 
who has spent two decades 
studying how patients with 
serious illness make medi-

cal decisions. “AEGIS puts 
Dartmouth Health and 
Geisel at the center of a na-
tional effort to make sure 
older patients and families, 
wherever they live, under-
stand their choices and are 
respected when it matters 
most.”
  The AEGIS trial is led by 

multiple principal inves-
tigators: Volandes and Dr. 
Michael Paasche-Orlow, of 
Tufts Medical Center, which 
serves as the administra-
tive site. Other Dartmouth 
Health investigators include 
Ellen Flaherty, vice presi-
dent of Dartmouth Health’s 
Geriatric Center of Excel-
lence; Dr. Nathan E. Gold-
stein, chair of the depart-
ment of medicine; Lori E. 
Henault, deputy director of 
research operations; and Dr. 
Amber E. Barnato, depart-
ment chair and director of 
the Dartmouth Institute for 
Health Policy and Clinical 
Practice at Geisel. Other in-
stitutions include Northwell 
Health, Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute, Mayo Clinic, Emo-
ry University, University of 
California San Francisco, 
Wake Forest University, and 
University of Colorado.
  “We talk about rural 

health as a deficit. We need 
to reframe it as a design 
challenge,” Volandes added. 

“If a tool helps a family in 
New Hampshire’s rural Coos 
County make the decision 
that is right for them, it will 
work anywhere in America.”
  AEGIS is the latest in a 

series of major awards sup-
porting Dartmouth Health’s 
major rural health initiative 
and portfolio, Dartmouth 
Health at Home. This an-
nouncement follows the 
recently announced  $11.8 
million NIH grant to fund 

a collaborative, multidisci-
plinary research program 
with Dartmouth Geisel 
College of Medicine, to be 
known as the Center for 
Aging with Serious Illness, 
focused on addressing the 
needs of people aging with 
serious illness; and a $10 
million gift from philanthro-
pist Kenneth R. French to 
establish the Vickie French 
Hospital at Home program 
in honor of his late wife.

  Of the $44 million total, 
Dartmouth Health will re-
ceive $13.2 million to lead 
the trial’s rural sites, with 
an additional $623,000 sup-
porting investigators at the 
Geisel School of Medicine at 
Dartmouth.
  Research reported in this 

release is supported by the 
National Institute on Aging 
of the National Institutes of 
Health under award number 
1U19AG090271-01A1.

Dartmouth to lead study of care decisions among older 
adults with serious illness

ASCUTNEY, VT.
Brownsville Community Church, 66 Brownsville-
Hartland Rd.
Sunday service is 9:30 a.m., held in the church with 
reduced occupancy or streaming online at www.
facebook.com/brownsvillecommunitychurch and www.
brownsvilleumc-vt.org.

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
St. Charles Church, 31 Cherry Hill St.
Masses are held on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday, at 7 a.m.; Wednesday, at 7 p.m.; Saturday 
Vigil Mass, at 4 p.m.; and Sunday, at 9 a.m. For more 
information, call 802-732-8721.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H.
Charlestown Bible Church, 37 Hammond Rd.
Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship 
at 10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m. Wednesday Prayer Meeting 
at 7 p.m. To hear a sermon or learn more go to www.
charlestownbiblechurch.org. Call 603-826-5121 for more 
info or to request a personal Bible study.

Charlestown Seventh-day Adventist Church, 242 
Main St.
Saturday Services include Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. and 
Worship Service at 11:15 a.m. and a healthy lunch for all 
after the service. All are welcome, call 603-276-2383 for 
more information.

CHESTER, VT.
Chester Baptist Church, 162 Main St.
Worship is Sundays at 10:30 a.m. For more information, 
including online streaming, go to www.chesterbaptist.org.

Holy Family Parish, St. Joseph’s Church, 148 South 
Main St.
Saturday confessions at 3 p.m., Mass at 4 p.m. 

Wednesday Mass at 9 a.m. For more information, contact 
stmarys05156@gmail.com, call 802-885-3400, or visit 
www.holyfamilyvermont.com.

CORNISH, N.H.
United Church of Cornish, 378 Center Rd.
Join our worship services on Sundays, at 10 a.m. We’re 
also holding a dinner church/community potluck on the 
last Sunday of each month, in place of regular services, at 
1p.m. Come as you are and join us in a relaxed setting 
for lunch and fellowship; please bring a dish of food to 
share if you can. All are welcome!

LONDONDERRY, VT. 
First Baptist Church, 62 Crescent St.
Worship service is Sunday at 10 a.m. at the 
church. Services will still be live streamed at www.
fi rstbaptistslondonderryvt.org/streaming-worship.html. For 
more information, visit www.fi rstbaptistlondonderryvt.org 
or call 802-856-7266.

LUDLOW, VT.
Ludlow Baptist Church, on the Green, 99 Main St.
Weekly worship services are in-person. Sunday school 
is at 9:30 a.m. for all ages, and Sunday worship is at 
11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday’s prayer meeting 
is at 6:30 p.m. For more information, go to www.
LudlowBaptist.org.

Tyson Community Church, Corner of Route 100 and 
Dublin Rd., opposite Echo Lake Inn
Services are Sundays at 10:30 a.m. No service last 
Sunday of the month. For more information, call Ann Rose 
at 802-259-3016.

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
Calvary Baptist Church, 156 Main St.
Sunday services are 9:30 a.m. in person. 

Services are still streamed at www.facebook.com/
calvarybaptistchurchspringfi eldvt. For more information, 
go to www.calvarylovesspringfi eld.com.

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, 90 Park St. 
Sunday Liturgy is 9:30 a.m. and Saturday vespers at 5 
p.m. For more information, call 802-885-2615 or Parish 
Council President Thomas Barton at 802-263-5719.

Springfi eld United Methodist Church, 10 Valley St.
Worship begins at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. Springfi eld 
United Methodist Church welcomes everyone! The church 
can be reached at 802-885-3456.

Holy Family Parish, St. Mary’s Church, 10 Pleasant St.
Sunday Mass at 9 a.m. Weekday Mass Monday and 
Friday, at 9 a.m.; and Tuesday, at 5:30 p.m. Confessions 
at 6 p.m. For more information, contact stmarys05156@
gmail.com, call 802-885-3400, or visit www.
holyfamilyvermont.com.

WALPOLE, N.H.
First Congregational Church of Walpole UCC, 15 
Washington Sq.
Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary, or via 
Zoom. For Zoom links, please call 603-756-4075. For 
more information, go to www.walpolenhucc.org or www.
facebook.com/FirstCongregationalWalpoleNH.

WESTMINSTER, VT.
First Congregational Church of Westminster, 3470 
U.S. Route 5
Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in our historic church 
and on Zoom. We have a children’s message each 
Sunday and following church is a time of fellowship in 
the Hall with coffee and snacks. For more information, 
call 802-518-0321, email us at westminstercongoline@
gmail.com, or fi nd us on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/First-Congregational-Church-of-Westminster-
Inc-1506511432980057.
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calendar LEGAL NOTICES

BELLOWS FALLS VILLAGE CORPORATION
PUBLIC NOTICE

WATER MAIN FLUSHING

THE BELLOWS FALLS VILLAGE CORPORATION 
WATER SYSTEM WILL BE FLUSHED WEEKDAYS FROM 
9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. BEGINNING MONDAY, OCTOBER 
5, 2026, AND CONTINUING THROUGH FRIDAY 
OCTOBER 30, 2026.

SOME AREAS MAY EXPERIENCE ROILY WATER BUT 
THIS CONDITION SHOULD CORRECT ITSELF IN A 
SHORT TIME.

IF YOU HAVE PROBLEMS, PLEASE CALL THE 
BELLOWS FALLS WATER DEPT. AT 802-463-1232. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

Travis Kemp
Chief Operator
Bellows Falls Water Dept.

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders, and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Weston, in the County 
of Windsor, and State of Vermont, are hereby notified that 
the taxes assessed by such Town for municipal property taxes 
for the 2024 and 2025 calendar years and for school district 
property taxes for the 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 fiscal years 
remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid on the following 
described property located in Weston, to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
John Lang Rosenfeld, as Trustee of the Marital Deduction 
Trust created under The Rosenfeld Family Trust of 1997, 
under Declaration of Trust dated September 8, 1997 by John 
Lang Rosenfeld, as Sole Surviving Trustee of The Rosenfeld 
Family Trust dated September 8, 1997, dated June 13, 2006 
and recorded June 20, 2006 in Book 71 at Page 255 of the 
Weston Land Records. (Parcel #060077.00, E-911: 112 Kile 
Rd.)

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 5254, so much of said property 
will be sold at public auction at the Weston Town Office, a 
public place located at 12 Lawrence Hill Road in the Town of 
Weston, on the 29th day of October, 2026, at 10:30 o’clock in 
the morning, as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with 
costs, unless previously paid.

Be advised that the owner or mortgagee, or the owner’s or 
mortgagee’s representatives or assigns, of lands sold for taxes 
and assessments shall have a right to redemption for a period 
of one year from the date of sale pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5260.

Dated at Weston, Vermont this 11th day of September, 2026.

Gretchen Hauser, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

STATE OF VERMONT
WINDSOR COUNTY, SS

NOTICE OF TAX SALES
The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands in the Town of Springfield, in the 
County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water and sewer taxes assessed by such Town 
for the years 2023-2024, 2024-2025, and 2025-2026 are, either in whole or in part, unpaid on the following 
described lands in such Town, to wit:
   
 6 Reservoir Road
For tax years 2024-2025 and 2025-2026.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Wentworth 
Financial Group, Inc. to H & C Properties, LLC by deed dated October 17, 2023 and recorded in Book 687 at 
Page 318 of the Springfield Town Land Records.    
 945 Eureka Road
For tax years 2025-2026.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Merrilee J.M. Fortune 
Living Trust to David Hatch by deed dated June 11, 2020 and recorded in Book 627 at Page 33 of the 
Springfield Town Land Records.   
  32 Valley Street
For tax years 2024-2025 and 2025-2026.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by The Bank of 
New York Mellon to William Hunter and Vermont Department of Housing and Community Development 
by deed dated September 11, 2018 and recorded in Book 602 at Page 334 of the Springfield Town Land 
Records and Housing Recovery Fund and Housing Subsidy Covenant dated October 19, 2021 and recorded 
in Book 653 at Page 335 of the Springfield Town Land Records.     
 42 Harlow Road
For tax years 2024-2025 and 2025-2026.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Virginia M. 
Gates f/k/a Virginia M. Todd and Stacy M. Gates to Tony M. Garland and Cynthia S. Garland by deed dated 
October 2, 1998 and recorded in Book 181 at Page 243 of the Springfield Town Land Records.  Reference is 
made to the deed from Tony M. Garland to Cynthia S. Lucius f/k/a Cynthia S. Garland by deed dated March 
27, 2007 and recorded in Book 393, Page 20 of the Springfield Town Land Records.    
 15 Woolson Avenue
For tax years 2024-2025 and 2025-2026. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Matthew 

Baird-Torney and Shawna Baird-Torney to Artem Mahinko by deed dated June 28, 2023 and recorded in 
Vol. 683 at Page 78 of the Springfield Town Land Records.   

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Springfield Town Office, a public place in such 
Town, on the 22nd day of October, 2026 at Ten O’clock in the forenoon, as shall be requisite to discharge 
such taxes with costs, unless previously paid.
 You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date set forth above, 
that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill.  Should you wish to proceed with 
this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32 V.S.A. §5254; clearly identify the portion of the 
property to be sold, and include a certification from the Act 250 district coordinator and the town zoning 
administrator that the portion identified may be legally subdivided.
 If you qualify under 24 V.S.A. §1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of the property 
taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town.  Abatement means that your taxes could be reduced 
or eliminated.  You have the right to appear before the Board of Abatement and explain why you think your 
taxes should be abated.  To apply for an abatement, you must contact Barbara A. Courchesne, Town Clerk, 96 
Main Street, Springfield, Vermont 05156.
Be advised that the owner or mortgagee, or the owner’s or mortgagee’s representatives or assigns, of lands 
sold for taxes shall have a right to redemption for a period of one year from the date of sale pursuant to 32 
V.S.A. § 5260.

Warning:  There are unpaid property taxes at the above properties in Springfield, Vermont which you may 
own, have a legal interest, or may be contiguous to your property.  The property will be sold at public auction 
on October 22, 2026 unless the overdue taxes, fees, and interest is paid.  To make payment or receive further 
information, contact Barbara Courchesne, Tax Collector, immediately at the Town of Springfield, 96 Main 
Street, Springfield, Vermont 05156, telephone number (802) 885-2104.  

Dated at Springfield, County of Windsor and State of Vermont, this 15th day of September, 2026.

Barbara A. Courchesne, Collector of Town and
Town School District Taxes, Town Water and Sewer Taxes

 PERU ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Escher Design Inc., Friedman and Newbound have submitted 
an application for a small deck with ADA ramp at 36 
Minuteman Way, Peru Vt. A waiver is sought on setback 
requirements. The Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a 
hearing on this application at 6:00 on October 15, 2026, at the 
Peru Town Offices. 

Those interested in seeing the applications or submitting 
written comments should contact the town’s Zoning 
Administrator at Zoning@peruvt.org

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §§ 4464(2)(b)(c) and 4471(a), 
participation in this local proceeding is a prerequisite to the 
right to take any subsequent appeal. 

David Kiernan
Peru Zoning
Office Hours 9-12 Wednesday or by appointment 

Town of Ludlow, Vermont
Ludlow Police Department is accepting applications for a 

Full-Time Patrol Officer

Seeking motivated candidates certified or certifiable (able 
to enroll/attend Police Academy) in Vermont (Level 
I, II, or III). Lateral transfers and out-of-state certified 
officers are encouraged to apply. Competitive starting pay 
$26.47–$30.96/hour depending on certification, plus shift 
differentials of 5% and 7%.

Excellent benefits, including health & dental insurance, 
VMERS retirement, paid vacation, sick time, holidays, 
uniform allowance, overtime opportunities, and training 
incentives.

Must be at least 18 years old, possess a valid driver’s license, 
pass background, physical, psychological exams, and meet 
Vermont Criminal Justice Council requirements.

Position open until it is filled.
To apply: Submit resume, cover letter, and completed 
application. Application available at www.ludlow.vt.us 
(Applications & Forms).

Please contact Chief Jeffrey Warfle with any questions or to 
send application/resume:
Jeffrey.warfle@vermont.gov  or via phone: (802) 228-4411

Town of Ludlow, Vermont
Ludlow Police Department is accepting applications for a 

Full-Time Emergency Services Dispatcher

Seeking motivated candidates, either certified or able/willing 
to attend dispatch training. If you feel you would be a great 
fit for the Town of Ludlow, then we encourage you to apply. 
Competitive starting pay: $24.01–$26.68/hour depending on 
certification, plus shift differentials of 5% and 7%. Pay may be 
adjusted if interested candidate has certification and years of 
experience in this field.

Excellent benefits, including health & dental/life and 
disability insurances, VMERS retirement, paid vacation, sick 
time, holidays, uniform allowance, overtime opportunities, 
and training incentives.

Must be at least 18 years old, possess a valid driver’s license, 
pass background check, have excellent communication and 
interpersonal skills along with the ability to problem solve in 
any given situation.

Position open until it is filled.
To apply: Submit resume, cover letter, and completed 
application. Application available at www.ludlow.vt.us 
(Applications & Forms).

Please contact Chief Jeffrey Warfle with any questions or to 
send application/resume:
Jeffrey.warfle@vermont.gov  or via phone: (802) 228-4411

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
OCT. 2 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 

First Baptist Church of 
Bellows Falls, 9 Church 
Street, will hold its First 
Friday Fundraiser on Friday, 
Oct. 2, from 5-6:30 p.m. 

Proceeds will benefit SEVCA’s 
emergency fuel fund. The 
menu includes spaghetti, 
green salad, garlic bread, a 
beverage, and dessert. There 
is a suggested donation.

OCT. 3 –
N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
North School Preservation 
Society will hold a yard sale 
fundraiser on Saturday, Oct. 
3, from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., at 5 
School Street, rain or shine. 
The sale includes art pottery, 

handmade and vintage 
textiles, tools, books and 
audiobooks, home goods, 
and a bag sale.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
Faithful Lodge No. 12 is 
sponsoring a fundraising 
cornhole tournament on 
Saturday, Oct. 3, from 
11 a.m. – 2 p.m. The 
tournament will take place on 
Main Street, across from the 
lodge. Teams will be chosen 
at registration. For more 

information, call 603-558-
5529.

OCT. 4 –
CUTTINGSVILLE, Vt. – The 
Laurel Glen Cemetery 
Association and the 
Shrewsbury Historical Society 
invite the public to an open 
house day on Sunday, 
Oct. 4, from 1-4 p.m., rain 
or shine. Parking is at the 
Olde Barn lot. The Bowman 
mansion, mausoleum, 
and conservatory, and 
the Shrewsbury Museum 
will be open to the public. 
There will also be a bake 
sale (email laurelglen.
bowmanmansion@gmail.
com if you wish to donate 
a baked item) and haunted 
mansion bookshop posters 
for sale. Proceeds will 
support repairs at Laurel 
Glen; cash or check only. 
Donations are appreciated.

GRAFTON, Vt. – The 
Grafton Historical Society will 
hold a pie social on Sunday, 
Oct. 4, from 1-3 p.m., at its 
building at 147 Main Street. 
Pick out your own slice from 
a variety of locally baked 
pies, from custard, to creme, 
to fruit pies, and more. Come 
enjoy socializing, a delicious 
slice of pie, and music.

GRAFTON, Vt. – The 
Grafton Cornet Band invites 
all to its free Foliage Concert 
on Sunday, Oct. 4, from 
3-4 p.m., on the Grafton 
Library lawn in Grafton, Vt. 
It’s a traditional community 
band concert with familiar 
and upbeat music for the 
whole family in beautiful 
Grafton. Bring chairs or a 
blanket for comfort, and 
maybe a picnic. For rain, 
the band plays in the historic 
Grafton Community Church 
with great acoustics. The 
band keeps its original 
1867 name even though 
all wind instruments are 
now included. Glen D’Eon 
directs. There’s a lot to do in 
Grafton on a foliage-season 
Sunday, including shopping, 
galleries, museums, hiking, 
and good eating. See www.
graftonband.org for more 
information.

OCT. 10 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
Bellows Falls Opera House 
will host a comedy night 
fundraiser on Saturday, 
Oct. 10, to support Amy, an 
adaptive athlete, who will be 
climbing Mount Kilimanjaro 
in 2028. Amy has been 
living with MS for 18 years 
and continues to push 
beyond what many thought 
possible. Come learn more 
about Amy, her journey, and 
the incredible story behind 
this goal, and help us show 
her some love and support 
along the way.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
Gerry Grimo & The East Bay 
Dance Combo will perform 
at the Charlestown Senior 
Center, 5 Acer Heights, on 
Friday, Saturday, Oct. 10, 
from 7-9 p.m., featuring a 
variety of music styles for 
social and ballroom dancing. 
Small suggested donation. 
There is a large dance floor 
and comfortable seating. 
Snacks will be available, 
BYOB.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
The Charlestown 
Congregational Church, 71 
Main Street, invites the public 
to a ham and baked bean 
supper on Saturday, Oct. 10, 
from 4-6 p.m., in the church’s 
Pineroom. The menu includes 
baked ham, homemade 
baked beans, coleslaw, 
corn bread, dessert, and 
beverages. Children under 6 
years old eat for a reduced 
fee. Takeout will be available. 
Come enjoy this feast 
prepared by some of the best 
cooks in the valley.

SUNDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the first and third Sunday 
of every month, downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster Street 
in Bellows Falls, from 8-10 
a.m. All you can eat for a 
minimal cost.

MONDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Fletcher 
Memorial Library, 88 Main 
Street, hosts a writers group 
on the first and third Monday 
of every month, from 5-6:30 
p.m. Are you interested 
in sharing your work and 
receiving feedback from 
other writers? Join us. Bring 
three pages to share. Hosted 
by Catherine Martin. For 
more information, call 802-
228-8921.

SATURDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield VFW Post 771, 
191 River Street, will host 
burger nights on the first 
and third Saturdays of 
every month, from 5-7 p.m., 
downstairs in the canteen. 
These events are open to the 
public.
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yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$175 for 13 Weeks • $275 for 26 Weeks • $425 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM
Discover your creative side - Workshops, studio hours, youth 
camps, and private events for everyone!

Ludlow, VT    802-228-8770    www.CreateTogetherVT.org
(12/09/26 - 52)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  VT    802-885-7111   galleryvault.org
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5
Artful Flea Oct. 3 9:30-3:30

Vermont Open Studio Weekend Oct. 3 & 4
www.vermontcrafts.com/open-studio-weekend

Russell Porter Retrospective July 23-Oct. 13 

Upcoming Workshops 
Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends Oct. 3 & 10
Create Felted Acorns with Lisa Caron Hickey Oct. 10
Dot Mandalas with Antje Rupert Oct. 17
Paint Fall in Watercolor w/ Rob O’Brien Oct. 24
(10/07/26 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
A & J’S TREE SERVICE
No job too big or too small. Also offering general contracting. Free 
Estimates & Fully Insured. “Dangerous Trees are our Specialty.” 
802-376-7000. 
(10/21/26 - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
Navy Seabee Veteran owned. We pride ourselves on customer 
service, and getting the job done right the first time. We are look-
ing to book up our season. Decks, custom tile shower, siding, doors, 
windows, drywall, foundation repair, you name we do it. Check us 
out on Instagram @nedthehammer. Ned Mortensen, cell 802-376-
3275, edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.
(03/17/27 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(11/11/26 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(08/11/27 - TFN - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
39 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(11/18/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(10/07/26 - 26)

OPINION POLICY
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Subject to space. May 

be edited for clarity, grammatical errors, and libelous 
statements. Must be kept under 400 words. Must include 
name and town for publication. 

POLITICAL LETTERS: Political letters are charged at 
the rate of $75 for 200 words, and $0.50 per word there-
after. Political letters include endorsing, electioneering, 
or campaigning for, or against, a sepcific candidate or 
party. The submission must be in letter format, and may 
not read as a news release. Per Vermont law, we are re-
quired to include the name and mailing address of the 
person, candidate, political committee, or political party 
that is paying for the communication. 

All opinion pieces will be published in the opinion 
section of the newspaper. Viewpoints do not necessar-
ily reflect the views of The Vermont Journal.

FOR STATE REPS

Lisa DeBARTOLOMAO

NOVEMBER 3

Tim FITZPATRICK
Jeff KESSLER

Paid for by Lisa4abetterNH, 46 Scotts Dr. Charlestown, NH Sheila Kendrick Treasurer

CHARLESTOWN | NEWPORT | UNITY

V�e f� a Be�er NH!

CLEAN OUTS + 
MORE
EZ-Dump Enterprises has a 15-
yard dump trailer available for 
rent. We’re also here for heating 
equipment, appliance removal, 
home/storage unit clean outs, 
stump grinding, and refi nishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfi eld, Vt. area. Call/text 
802-376-1168 or email ezdump.
bl@gmail.com. 

ELECTRICIAN
LEVI ELECTRIC – 917-417-7880 
levielectricvt.com – Trusted resi-
dential electrician with 10+ years 
experience. Upgrades, lighting, 
EV chargers, panels, service calls. 
Proctorsville-based. Quality work, 
fair pricing, free estimates. 

FOR RENT
S. READING, Vt. – Share a 
small, neatly kept home in South 
Reading with woman looking for 
supplemental income. Must love 
pets. Gardener a plus! $650/
month plus share of propane bill. 

802-863-5625 or HomeShareV-
ermont.org for application. 
Interview, references, background 
checks required. EHO. 

S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. – Of-
fi ce space available in South 
Londonderry, 375 sq ft, in historic 
depot. Includes an open reception 
area, private offi ce, shared kitch-
enette, and restroom. $830 per 
month, including heat, electric, 
and internet. Email uppersec-
tion@westrivertrail.org. 

WESTON, Vt. – Attractive one 
bedroom. Landgrove Road. Walk 
to center. $1,200 monthly plus 
security. References requested. 
Call Chris at 302-762-4626 and 
please leave a message. 

HELP WANTED
LUDLOW, Vt. – Part time sales 
representative wanted to assist 
area businesses in marketing 
their services in our papers, while 
promoting special sections and 
featured events. Must be avail-
able every Thursday and Friday. 
Salary based on experience, plus 
set weekly mileage compensation. 
Room for growth of days and 
territory. Please email publisher@
vermontjournal.com or call 802-
228-3600. 

Dear Neighbors,

  I’m running for state repre-
sentative for Ludlow, Mount 
Holly, and Shrewsbury, and I 
wanted to take a moment to 
share with you what’s driv-
ing this campaign – and 
what I’ll be advocating for if 
you send me to Montpelier.
  I’m running because I 

want us to reduce the par-
tisan tug-of-war and work 
more effectively on the is-
sues we are all facing. I want 
to be a clear, honest bridge 
between our towns and the 
Statehouse, and I want to 
bring people together as we 
seek solutions.
  My campaign is built on 

three core values: compas-
sion, social justice, and hope. 
I see this role as one of stew-
ardship – listening closely to 
my neighbors, and carrying 
your voices to Montpelier 
with care and integrity. We 
need to move past fixating 
on what divides us, and in-
stead celebrate what unites 
us: building resilient, vibrant 
communities where every-
one feels welcomed, repre-
sented, and able to partici-
pate.
What I’m advocating for:
  – Healthcare, a basic right 

for every Vermonter: I be-
lieve every person deserves 
access to preventative and 
acute healthcare. Efforts to 
expand access have stalled 
in Washington, and I believe 
Vermont needs to lead the 
way. Here’s what I support: 
(1) Universal primary care 
for every Vermonter, fund-
ed through the Fair Share 
for Vermont tax proposal. 
This would simultaneously 
reduce our reliance on un-
predictable federal dollars 
(about a third of our state 

budget) while asking the 
wealthiest Vermonters (top 
5%) to pay their fair share. 
(2) Back Act 68 and refer-
ence-based pricing, stopping 
hospitals from independent-
ly setting prices, curbing 
cost swings, and putting sav-
ings back in our pockets.
  Why it matters: School 

staff health insurance is 
one of the biggest drivers 
of property taxes. Lower 
healthcare premiums mean 
lower, more stable property 
taxes – and a Vermont more 
of us can afford.
  – Housing, a place for ev-

eryone to call home: I believe 
safe, affordable housing is a 
basic right, not a privilege. 
I support a housing-first 
approach for Vermonters 
experiencing homelessness, 
policies that let young fami-
lies put down roots, and 
options for elders to age in 
place or within supportive 
and vibrant communities.
  The trouble? Vacation 

homes sit empty across the 
state while working Ver-
monters get priced out by 
property costs, taxes, and 
cost of living. Here’s what 
I support: (1) Raise prop-
erty taxes on nonprimary-
residence vacation, luxury, 
and investment properties 
owned by out-of-state resi-
dents, and reinvest those 
funds to lower property tax-
es for year-round Vermont-
ers and expand affordable 
housing. (2) Improve access 
to services for Vermonters 
experiencing homelessness, 
supporting initiatives led by 
the Housing and Homeless-
ness Alliance of Vermont. 
(3) Champion innovative 
models like housing cooper-

atives, cohousing, and inter-
generational arrangements 
such as HomeShare VT.
  Why it matters: Treat-

ing housing as a basic right 
and supporting our work-
ing communities means ev-
eryone gets a real chance to 
thrive – and to stay in Ver-
mont.
  – Food security and ag-

riculture, ensure all are fed: 
I believe everyone deserves 
affordable, nutritious, lo-
cally grown, culturally rel-
evant food, and that our 
farmers deserve a viable in-
come for growing it. Here’s 
what I support: (1) Renew 
legislative support for NO-
FA-VT’s Crop Cash, Crop 
Cash Plus, and Farm Share 
programs, helping low-in-
come Vermonters buy local 
food while paying farmers 
fairly. (2) Keep advocat-
ing for funding of S.60, the 
Farm and Forestry Opera-
tions Security fund support-
ing working lands through 
climate disasters and crises. 
(3) Continue backing the 
Vermont Farm to Plate Net-
work, VT Farm to School, 
the Vermont Food Bank, 
and more.
  Why it matters: Vermont 

is famous for its farms and 
food, but not everyone gets 
an equal seat at the table. 
Two out of five of our neigh-
bors still face food insecurity 
in 2026, a failure of policy, 
not of our farms. This has 
to change. By investing in 
Vermont’s local economies, 
we can reduce our reliance 
on a volatile federal support 
system and ensure that all 
Vermonters’ basic needs are 
met.
  Join us! Our current ad-

ministration has had enough 
time to make the changes 
Vermonters need to see, but 
unfortunately, their efforts 
just aren’t delivering relief 
for residents fast enough. 
I’m ready to help kick things 
into gear!
  As the election approach-

es, I’d love to stay connected 
with you. You can follow 
along and sign up for my 
newsletter at www.phoebe-
forvermont.com, on Insta-
gram @phoebetuckerforvt, 
or through my Facebook 
page, Phoebe Tucker for VT 
State Rep. 2026.
  You can also email me 

directly at phoebeforver-
mont@gmail.com, or text/
call me at 802-230-4439. 
I look forward to hearing 
from you. Thank you for be-
ing a part of our community.

With gratitude,
Phoebe Tucker 
Paid for by Friends of 

Phoebe Tucker for VT
135 Spring Lake Rd, Cut-

tingsville, VT 05738

Dear Editor,

  Tom Charlton is 
running for reelec-
tion as the state rep-
resentative for Athens, 
Chester, Grafton, and 
Windham.
  Who is Tom Charl-

ton? He is an ordained 
Baptist minister, an 
Eagle Scout, a timber 
framer, and an eighth-
generation Vermonter.
  How can he help 

me? Tom is well aware 
of the many issues 
plaguing Vermonters. 
He is the neighbor you 
can not only confide 
in, he is the person 
who will bring your 
concerns to the State-
house.
  Why reelect him? 

He already sits on the 
House Committee for 
Housing and Gen-
eral Affairs. He brings 
your concerns of af-
fordability and the 
need for fiscal respon-
sibility to the commit-
tee. As a rural business 
owner, he is all too 
familiar with the dev-
astating effects over-
reach has on families.
  Why am I endorsing 

him? I am encouraged 

by his views and efforts 
concerning affordability, 
education, balancing of en-
vironmental efforts with 
economic development, 
plus status of our healthcare 
system here in Vermont. 

Please see Tom’s website 
post at www.charlton4ver-
mont.us for further detail.

Paid for by Jerry Gleason
135 Flamstead Road,
Chester, VT 05140

Dear Editor,

  Chuck Gregory’s re-
sponse to my recent com-
mentary concerns me for 
reasons extending beyond 
disagreement about artifi-
cial intelligence. Vigorous 
disagreement about public 
education should be healthy, 
particularly as Vermont 
undertakes another conse-
quential period of reform 
under Act 73.
  What troubles me is how 

quickly disagreement about 
policy became judgment of 
the person making the argu-
ment. Mr. Gregory has never 
met me, yet characterizes my 
argument as built on “decep-
tive grounds” and suggests I 
have “succumbed” to a Wall 
Street strategy. The Vermont 
Journal subsequently pub-
lished his response under a 
headline bearing my name.
  That editorial choice il-

lustrates something larger. 
When policy disagreement 
becomes personalized, we 
stop examining assumptions 
and begin sorting people 
into camps. Lost are harder 
questions about governance, 
affordability, outcomes, and 
accountability.
  Vermont enacted Act 46 a 

decade ago with ambitious 
expectations for restructur-
ing education. Under Act 
73, we are yet again debat-
ing substantial structural 

change. We should ask what 
we learned from the last 
decade before assuming an-
other statewide solution will 
produce different results.
  To be clear, AI offers tools 

that can assist leaders, es-
pecially those without Ver-
mont’s institutional history, 
identify patterns, redundan-
cies, and lessons from previ-
ously failed reforms.
  I ask these questions as a 

former public school teach-
er, school administrator, 
state-level education profes-
sional, researcher, and uni-
versity professor. Mr. Grego-
ry raises legitimate concerns 
about commercialization, 
technology, and the impor-
tance of teachers.
  Educational effectiveness 

and fiscal responsibility are 
not opposing values. Ver-
mont taxpayers do not have 
unlimited resources. Every 
public dollar represents a 
choice. Asking whether ex-
penditures produce the out-
comes Vermonters expect is 
not an attack on public edu-
cation; it is a fundamental 
responsibility of governing 
it.
  Act 73 offers another op-

portunity to reconsider how 
we organize and govern ed-
ucation. If challenges to pre-
vailing assumptions are met 
by questioning the motives 

of those raising them, we 
risk perpetuating the crisis 
at hand.
  Vermont does not need 

more polarization around 
education, and the media 
has a role in reducing it rath-
er than amplifying it.
  A decade after Act 46, and 

at the beginning of Act 73, 
we need the intellectual dis-
cipline to examine evidence, 
challenge assumptions, and 
ask whether the solutions 
we pursue address the prob-
lems we actually have.

Thank you,
Kendra Rickerby
Proctorsville, Vt.

Whitney Blake is continually growing and looking 
for associates to join our team. Check us out!

We have currently have the following opportunities:

Machine Operator
Maintenance Technician

Assembly Operator
To apply, send resume to humanresources@wblake.com

9 Lovell Drive, Bellows Falls, VT  05101
https://wblake.com/company/careers/
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home & outdoor PROS TO KNOW

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

SPRINGFIELD, VT

www.barrettandvalley.com
GORGEOUS CUSTOM HOME W/GARAGE & LIFT!

802-885-8282

HOUSE OF THEWEEK

$449,000

HOUSE OF THEWEEKHOUSE OF THEWEEK

SPRINGFIELD, VT $449,000

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5252
802-367-4663

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEP APPLICATIONS 
2-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-362-4663
802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

BROOKVIEW APARTMENTS
WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEPT APPLICATIONS 
2-BEDROOM APARTMENTS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation

www.KelleyRealEstate.com
802-228-5333

FOR SALE: 2055 & 2071 MAIN & 28 PLEASANT STREET, CAVENDISH
� ree properties are being sold together with some owner terms possible.  
2071 Main Street could be used as a single family or two units. � e 
upper level renovation is nearly complete.  Prep work has begun in the 
lower level. Includes a large barn. 2055 Main Street has a newer concrete 
foundation at the back of the previous structure and is capped and 
covered. � is property also has a large barn. 28 Pleasant Street is behind 
the Main Street properties and has a separate access o�  Pleasant Street.  
Please view  https://bit.ly/4pBUaFC or call Ty Murray at 802-777-8047.

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

15 Barker St.
Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479
Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. • Charlestown, NH 03603

Tel: 603-826-3251 • Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

GARDEN SUPPLIES, INSULATION, METAL ROOFING, 
DOORS & WINDOWS, TREX DECKING IN STOCK 

HELP WANTED 
Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out

Complete Site Work · Foundations · Septic Systems · Drainage
Driveway Construction & Maintenance · Asphalt Milling
Gravel · Sand · Topsoil · Field Mowing · Brush Mulching

Palmer H. Goodrich II · Chester, VT 05143 · 802-875-2819

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. –
Come to a Cavendish Com-
munity and Conservation 
Association (CCCA) Walk 
and Talk at the Cavendish 
Fletcher Community Li-
brary, 573 Main Street in 
Proctorsville, with Tim 
O’Donoghue, on Wednes-
day, Oct. 7, at 6 p.m., and 
learn how to use a trail cam 
to discover the wildlife that 
lives among us.
  Whether it’s a bobcat on 

the prowl, a black bear, a 
fox, or something you didn’t 
imagine, the trail cam will 
pick up movement and snap 
a shot. O’Donoghue will 
talk about best locations 
and habitat sites for setup, 

and will have a slide show 
of photos he has taken. If 
you have a photo of an ani-
mal you have seen in your 
area, please bring it along 
to share. You can also put 
your name in a jar for the 
chance to win a trail cam 
for yourself. The winning 
name will be announced at 
the presentation.
  O’Donoghue will also be 

introducing a Cavendish 
Community Citizen Sci-
ence project, inviting com-
munity members to help 
tally wildlife sightings in 
Cavendish.
  This Walk and Talk is 

coordinated with a broader 
look at wildlife in our area. 

On Wednesday, Oct. 
21, at 6 p.m., at the 
Cavendish Fletcher 
Community Library, 
conservation planning 
biologist Jens Hilke 
from the Vermont 
Fish & Wildlife De-
partment will give a 
presentation on biodi-
versity in our area and 
how you can use the 
department’s website 
to understand more 
about the species that 
populate and travel in 
Cavendish, whether 
they are year-round 
residents or simply 
passing through.
  For more informa-

tion, email cavendish-
communityconserva-
tion@gmail.com.

Taking photos with a 
trail camera

REGION – The Vermont 
Land Use Review Board 
(LURB) will host four public 
information sessions across 
the state to introduce Ver-
monters to a new Act 250 
review criterion that goes 
into effect on Jan. 1, 2028. 
Criterion 8(C) only applies 
to projects that already re-
quire an Act 250 permit and 
does not affect when a per-
mit is needed. This criterion 
is aimed at ensuring forest 
blocks and habitat connec-
tors are considered in the 
Act 250 review process. The 
LURB’s formal rulemaking 
process will begin in 2027, 
but the LURB would like to 
inform and hear from Ver-
monters ahead of time.
  The LURB welcomes 

both in-person and remote 
participation. More infor-
mation, including remote 
connection details, is avail-
able online at www.act250.
vermont.gov/modernizing-
land-use-review/criteri-
on-8c-forest-blocks-and-

habitat-connectors. 
  Local information ses-

sions will be held on Thurs-
day, Oct. 1, from 6:30-8 
p.m., at the Brattleboro 
Town Office, 230 Main 
Street, No. 108, in Brattle-
boro, Vt.; and on Tuesday, 
Oct. 6, from 6:30-8 p.m., 
at the Regional Planning 
Commission Office, 16 Ev-
elyn Street, Second Floor, 
Rutland, Vt.
  These informational ses-

sions will focus on what for-
est blocks and habitat con-
nectors are and why they 
are important; what criteri-
on 8(C) rules must include; 
critical considerations for 

the drafting process; the 
rulemaking timeline; ways 
to keep Vermonters up-
dated; and opportunities for 
public input. Each session 
will include time for ques-
tions and comments.
  Two frequent questions: 

(1) Why criterion 8(C)? The 
legislature’s stated intent is 
to “discourage fragmenta-
tion of the forest blocks and 
habitat connectors by en-
couraging clustering of de-
velopment.” Will this mean 
more land is subject to Act 
250 review? No. Criterion 
8(C) does not change when 
or where an Act 250 permit 
is required.

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete – Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

800-562-3845 – 603-542-9595 – sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743 

New Hampshire and Vermont’s Largest Auto Recycler!!!

(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH

Veteran Owned & OperatedVeteran Owned & Operated

Act 250 public 
information sessions

@VermontJournal
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arts & eventsPROS TO KNOW

YOUR ONE STOP 
BUILDING &

MODERNIZING
CENTER

LAMBERT
SUPPLY CO. INC.

409 Main Street  •  603-542-5111
CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743

FIBER INSULATION  •  ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM
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LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN

All offers subject to eligibility and availability. 

DON’T 
HIBERNATE.
BUTTON UP.

Register at 
ButtonUpVermont.org/events

(Recordings will be online and sent 
to registrants after each webinar.) 

Sign up for 
Weatherization Wednesdays!
This October, we’re hosting free webinars from 
12:00 - 1:00 pm:

•    10/7: Home Weatherization Made Simple

•    10/14: How to Get the Most out of Your Heat Pump

•    10/21: Small Fixes, Big Impact

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts invites the community 
to celebrate its Sweet 16 on 
Friday, Oct. 9, at 7 p.m. The 
free, all-ages evening marks 
16 years of programming 
and the 10th anniversary of 
the renovation that trans-
formed the historic build-
ing at 15 Kimball Hill into 
the multifaceted commu-
nity and performing arts 
space it is today.
  The celebration will in-

clude cake, popcorn, and 
snacks, a live instrumental 
trio, a cash bar, and a DJ 
dance party upstairs begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m. Commu-
nity members are encour-
aged to come celebrate, 
reconnect, and dance. Ad-
mission is free; RSVP infor-

mation is available at www.
nextstagearts.org.
  The evening will also 

unveil a new installation 
of three community-made 
banners centered on Next 
Stage’s core values. Cre-
ated with input and sup-
port from people through-
out the community, the 
banners serve as a public 
expression of the organiza-
tion’s commitments for the 
years ahead.
  Visitors can also stop by 

the gallery to view Next 
Stage’s strategic plan, learn 
about upcoming work-
shops with Amber Paris, 
and share their thoughts 
about the organization’s fu-
ture.
  “Next Stage has always 

been shaped by the 
people who gather 
here,” said Heather 
Ahrenholz, Next 
Stage’s communica-
tions director. “This 
celebration is both a 
chance to honor what 
the community has 
made possible over 
the past 16 years and 
to share our commit-
ment to what comes 
next.”
  This event is sup-

ported by the Ver-
mont Community 
Foundation’s Arts & 
Social Cohesion grant, 
which helps fund this 
celebration and other 
community events 
throughout the year.

Next Stage celebrates 16 
years of arts, community

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
On Saturday, Oct. 3, from 
12-1 p.m., please join the 
Rockingham Free Public 
Library for a fall botanical-
drawing workshop.
  Artist Katrina Mayer will 

lead this cozy indoor work-
shop, easing us into the 
slower months of fall. New 

and seasoned artists are 
welcome to draw and so-
cialize, inspired by botani-
cal objects that signal fall 
has arrived. All materials 
are provided, but feel free 
to bring flowers, pumpkins, 
gourds, or plants that in-
spire you.
  This workshop is free and 

open to the public. 
For more information 
about this and other 
programs, call 802-
463-4270, visit www.
rockinghamlibrary.
org, or stop by the li-
brary at 65 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows 
Falls, Vt.

Botanical-drawing workshop

READING, Vt. – Spon-
sored by the Town of Read-
ing, the volunteer commu-
nity organization Future Is 
Reading (FIR) will kick off 
its second annual Reading 
Fall Festival on Saturday, 
Oct. 3, at 11 a.m., on the 
campus of the Reading El-
ementary School. The event 
will run until 3 p.m.
  On the eve of the festival, 

Friday, Oct. 2, the town will 
also host its fourth annual 
World Class Chili Cook-off 
in Puddledock Park, located 
next to the Reading Library, 
on Route 106 in Felchville – 
Reading’s downtown sec-
tion – from 5-6:30 p.m.
  During the festival, the 

Hall Art Foundation will 
open its doors free of charge 
to Reading residents. Addi-
tionally, the Reading Green-
house will be holding a 
scavenger hunt throughout 
the event at no charge for 

participation, and the Read-
ing Historical Society will 
be open to all visitors.
  Following its recent 

purchase of the Reading 
Grange on Route 106, the 
Reading Community Trust 
(RCT) is planning to open 
the historic building for 
public viewing during the 
chili cook-off on Friday. 
Then, on Saturday morn-
ing, from 7-9 a.m., the RCT 
will hold a yard sale in front 
of the Grange that will fea-
ture saleable items that have 
been removed from the 
building’s interior.
  Across the street, the 

Reading Library will be 
holding a daylong book sale.
  For kids of all ages, the fall 

festival will include a Ducky 
Derby; bike decoration 
and a bike parade; touch-
a-truck; and a variety of 
games, with games designed 
especially for children un-

der the age of 5 representing 
a new activities category this 
year. Organizers say that an-
other new game, which will 
welcome parade bike riders 
on their arrival to the RES 
campus at the start of the 
festival, is being kept secret 
as a surprise. 
  Throughout the festival, 

FIR has planned for contin-
uous live music and abun-
dant, delicious food options. 
For example, the festival’s 
famous chicken barbecue 
dinner with local sweet corn 
and baked potato is return-
ing for another year. Silver 
Lake Syrups will be selling 
its famous maple creemees, 
while Kidding Around 
Farm will have its renowned 
breads and pastries for sale. 
New at the 2026 Fall Festi-
val will be the Mystic Coffee 
Roasters, who will be selling 
freshly ground and brewed 
coffee throughout the event.

FIR Fall Festival in Reading

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts Project and Twilight 
Music present a singer-song-
writer showcase featuring the 
Clements Brothers, Charlie 
Chronopoulos, Leaf Silver & 
B.E. Farrow, and Talley Sum-
merlin, at Next Stage, on Sat-
urday, Oct. 3, at 7:30 p.m.

  Following, they welcome 
the Alasdair Fraser Band at 
Next Stage, on Thursday, 
Oct. 8, at 7 p.m. This pow-
erful new family collabora-
tion brings together legend-
ary Scottish fiddler Alasdair 
Fraser; his sons, Galen and 
Cameron Fraser; and Galen’s 

Castilian wife, María San 
Miguel.  
  Next Stage is located at 15 

Kimball Hill in downtown 
Putney, Vt. Tickets are dis-
counted in advance at www.
nextstagearts.org. For more 
information, call 802-387-
0102.

Next Stage performances
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claremont fall festival

ROZ CAPLAN
Broker-Owner

O. 603-542-7766
C. 603-477-3766

rozcaplan@century21highview.com
www.century21highview.com

42 Summer Street
Claremont, NH 03743

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

The Claremont Makerspace is a creative hub, designed to help
members put shape to their ideas offering access to specialty tools,

studio space, classes,
and rentals for private events.

To learn more or schedule a tour:
www.claremontmakerspace.org | info@claremontmakerpace.org

46 Main St, Claremont NH 603-504-3419
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Ford of Claremont
FordOfClaremont.com    603-542-9800

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS

NOBODY HAS MORE INVENTORY!

603-504-6505
20 Pleasant Street
Claremont, NH 03743

Traxxas Dealer
R/C Cars - Boats - Trains - Planes - Rockets
Models - Art Supplies - Craft Kits & More

Full Line Hobby Shop
Granite State HobbiesGranite State Hobbies

Special Orders Welcome
Like us on Facebook

granitestatehobbies@gmail.com

Open Tues-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-4, Sun 10-3

Monday 9-3
Tuesday 8-5

Wednesday 8-6
Thursday 8-5

Friday 8-5
Saturday 8-12

CLOSED DAILY 12-1CLOSED DAILY 12-1

603-543-055040 PLEASANT ST. | CLAREMONT, NH40 PLEASANT ST. | CLAREMONT, NH

◆ TATTOOS ◆
◆ PIERCING ◆

603-843-7005
18 Opera House Square

Claremont, NH

SALON AND SPA, LLC
HALOTHERAPY – Book The Salty Side for better 

         respiratory health
Andrea Jacques, 
Owner/Curl Mistress

Kaylee Clough, Stylist 

603-543-0336
312 Washington St, 
Claremont, NH

96 Summer St Claremont NH

Alignments ∙ Brakes ∙ Tires  Keys
AC Service & Repair ∙ Diagnostics

(603) 543-9744

97 Pleasant Street, Claremont

Come by for an experience worth the trip.

603-542-9966
152 Charlestown Rd, Claremont, NH 03743

www.lundgrensubaruofclaremont.com

603-443-0134        16 Pleasant St, Claremont, NH

ULTIMATE AUTOBODY LTD. 
1024 CHARLESTOWN RD
SPRINGFIELD, VT 05156

802-885-5401 PHONE
802-885-6116 FAX

Aaron Streeter, Manager
aaronstreeter1@gmail.com

Craig Streeter
ultimatecraig@hotmail.com

CLAREMONT, N.H. –
The Greater Claremont 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Claremont Parks and 
Recreation Department 
are hosting the 29th annu-
al Claremont Fall Festival 
& Chili Cook-off on Satur-
day, Oct. 3, from 10 a.m. – 
3 p.m., on the Claremont 
Visitors Center Green, 14 
North Street in Claremont, 
N.H.

  Join the annual Clare-
mont Fall Festival & Chili 
Cook-off, where competi-
tors will present their chili 
samples to hungry attend-
ees for a chance to vote for 
their favorites. Exhibitors 
and vendors will line the 
Green with children’s ac-
tivities, community infor-
mation, and items for sale.
  Vendors and exhibitors 

can register online at form.

jotform.com/GCCC_Di-
r e c t o r / f a l l - f e s t i v a l -
2026-registration. Multiple 
sponsorship opportunities 
exist for this event; if you 
are interested in sponsor-
ship or advertising in the 
event program, please con-
tact Elyse at the chamber 
office by calling 603-543-
1296 or emailing direc-
tor@greaterclaremontnh.
org to discuss which op-

portunities would work 
best for you.
  Claremont Parks & Rec-

reation will be firing up the 
flavor with the annual Chili 
Cook-off, where commu-
nity members can enter 
in one of three categories: 
individual, business, or 
nonprofit organization. 
All chili entries must meet 
the official competition 
requirements, which can 

be found at www.tinyurl.
com/ClaremontChiliCoo-
kOff2026Rules, and each 
will be labeled with a heat 
index – mild, medium, or 
hot – so tasters can sample 
at their preferred spice 
level.
  Thank you to event 

sponsors Decamp Waste 
Services, LaValley Build-
ing Supply, Pearce Jewel-
ers, Bank of New Hamp-

shire, Claremont Savings 
Bank, Mascoma Bank, 
Maki Financial Raymond 
James, and Crown Point 
Cabinetry.
  For more informa-

tion, for chili submission 
guidelines, to register your 
chili, or to register as a 
vendor for the event, visit 
www.greaterclaremontnh.
org/2026/10/03/564280/
fall-festival-chili-cook-off.

29th annual Claremont Fall Festival & Chili Cook-off

Activities for everyone.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Awards being announced at a previous chili cook-off.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Tasters at the 2024 Claremont Chili Cook-off.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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ART & MUSIC PERFORMANCES & WORKSHOPS

PASSION  |  COMMUNITY  |  EXCELLENCE  |  ACCESS  |  CONFIDENCE  |  DIVERSITY

shopfranksfabrics.comshopfranksfabrics.comshopfranksfabrics.comshopfranksfabrics.comshopfranksfabrics.com
3607 CLAREMONT RD. CHARLESTOWN, NH3607 CLAREMONT RD. CHARLESTOWN, NH

STORE HOURS: MON-SAT 10A-5P, SUN 11A-4P

10% OFF10% OFF10% OFF10% OFF10% OFF10% OFF10% OFF10% OFF10% OFF10% OFF10% OFF
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ludlow harvest fair

228-2280
160 Main Street, Ludlow • www.BlueSkyVT.com

Jewelry • Pottery • Candles • G i f ts

Where Books Find Readers!
Lamere Square, Ludlow, Vt.

802-228-3238   www.thebooknookvt.com

802-228-1234
101 Main Street

Ludlow, VT 05149

DiamondRealtyVt.com

A Cut Above in Local Knowledge

Diamond
Realty

Frank Provance
Cell: 802-345-3894

Frank@DiamondRealtyVT.com
DiamondRealtyVT.com

Visit your Local Sugar House

Green Mountain Sugar House 
820 Route 100 North  |  Ludlow, VT

800-643-9338  |  www.gmsh.com  |  Like us on Facebook

44 Pond Street • Ludlow, VT
www.killarneyludlow.com  

802-228-7797
Pub open at 3pm • Dinner at 5pm

Enjoy the Harvest Fair!

Ludlow Insurance Agency, Inc.
802-228-8823
150 Main St, Ludlow, VT

(802) 975-0369

24/7 Emergency Service
Licensed & Insured

CALL TODAYFix It Faster,
Call Master!

Serving Okemo Valley

callmaster.com

29 Main Street, Ludlow VT  |  802-300-7040

OkemoValley.TV
802-228-8808
37C Main St. Ludlow, VT

LUDLOW, Vt. – Two be-
loved local traditions are 
joining forces this autumn 
for a full day of family fun, 
community safety, and sea-
sonal festivities. On Sat-
urday, Oct. 3, Ludlow Fire 
Rescue and the Ludlow 
Elementary School Parent 
Teacher Group (PTG) will 
host a combined, free fam-
ily fair, Safety Day, and the 
42nd annual Ludlow Har-
vest Fair, spanning the lawn 
of the Ludlow Community 
Center and Expeditionary 
School at Black River. The 
joint event brings together 
hands-on safety education, 
local artisan shopping, chil-
dren’s activities, and com-
munity fundraising in one 
central location.
  The Ludlow Fire Rescue 

Safety Day features interac-
tive features for all ages, in-
cluding: touch-a-truck, ex-
plore emergency vehicles up 
close, including fire trucks 
and an ambulance; hose 
line experience, spray a live 
fire hose attached to an ac-
tive engine under firefighter 
supervision; aerial and rope 
rescue, watch dynamic tech-
nical rescue demonstrations 
utilizing the department’s 

tower truck; and a live 
“dollhouse” fire demo, ob-
serve a controlled live-burn 
demonstration highlighting 
the lifesaving importance 
of keeping interior doors 
closed during a fire.
  Simultaneously, the Lud-

low Elementary School PTG 
will hold its 42nd annual 
Harvest Fair. As the PTG’s 
sole fundraiser of the year, 
proceeds directly support 
Ludlow students by funding 
the school’s winter sports 
program (skiing and snow-

boarding), educational as-
semblies, and playground 
upgrades, such as the re-
cently completed natural 
treehouse structure.
  Harvest Fair highlights in-

clude seasonal treats, warm 
apple cider donuts, and the 
PTG’s famous Stuff-a-Bag 
bake sale; family activities 
such as pumpkin painting, 
craft stations, and bounce 
houses; and local shopping, 
featuring more than 40 local 
crafters, artisans, and food 
vendors.

  Attending visitors can 
shop a wide variety of hand-
made crafts, specialty foods, 
artwork, and local products. 
Confirmed vendors include 
the following:
  Food and specialty goods: 

Bumbles Birria, Spectacle 
Coffee Roasters, Lulu’s 
Street Dogs LLC, 802 Heat 
Hot Sauce, Peter’s Wild-
flower Honey, Thrall Road 
Maple, and Hulett Farm.
  Art, decor, and crafts: 

Sandra Lombardi Pottery, 
Russ Hurlburt Photography, 

Deena Howard Artworks, 
Elaine’s Crystals & Beautiful 
Rocks, Sparling Hill Can-
dleworks, Dragonfly Crafts 

LLC, Angel Bones, Mimi’s 
Crafts, KKs 3D Creations 
LLC, and Peter Manship 
Designs.
  Apparel, beauty, and jew-

elry: Pauline’s T-Shirt Mem-
ory Quilts & Bags, Swisher 
Apparel, Wild Heart Jew-
elry Designs, Lori’s Luxuri-
ous Nails, Trades of Hope, 
Leap 4 Joy Custom Crafts, 
and Little Strokes Plaster & 
Paint.
  Authors and community: 

local author Anne Perreault, 
Nikki’s Endless Endeavors 
LLC, Fifi and Ro LLC, Per-
fectly Posh/Perga, and Gi-
na’s Fresh Harvest.
  For any questions or to 

see if there is still room for 
vendors, please reach out 
ludlowptg@gmail.com or 
call/text Courtney McGuire 
at 603-219-3491.

Ludlow Safety Fair and 42nd annual Harvest Fair

The Harvest and Safety Fair will be held on Oct. 3.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Vendors, activities, and safety demonstrations will be held.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
The Springfield Regional 
Chamber of Commerce in-
vites residents and visitors 
from across Vermont and 
New England to celebrate 
the flavors, creativity, and 
community spirit of the 
Green Mountain State at 
the 42nd annual Vermont 
Apple Festival & Craft 
Show, taking place Satur-
day, Oct. 10, from 9 a.m. – 
4 p.m., at Riverside Middle 

School, 13 Fairgrounds 
Road in Springfield, Vt.
  Promoted as “Vermont’s 

Largest One-Day Event,” 
the Apple Festival will bring 
together hundreds of ven-
dors, a large farmers mar-
ket, food trucks, specialty 
foods, artists, crafts, and a 
Home and Health Pavilion, 
all in one location.
  This year’s festival offers 

much more than shopping. 
Visitors can enjoy a wide 

variety of activities and at-
tractions throughout the 
day, including a mechanical 
bull, Fastest Kid in Town, 
a kids’ zone, goats and al-
pacas, drone soccer, a vir-
tual reality game station, 
and an appearance by Miss 
Vermont.
  One of the sweetest tradi-

tions of the festival will be 
the pie-baking contest, giv-
ing local bakers a chance to 
put their best recipes to the 

test. The first-place winner 
will take home $100, with 
a $50 junior prize also of-
fered.
  “Last year we had over 

8,000 attendees,” said Mike 
Schmitt, executive director 
of the Springfield Regional 
Chamber of Commerce. 
“This year we are expect-
ing the same crowd and are 
providing more variety and 
more vendors, so come on 
up, down, or over and enjoy 

a good old-fashioned Ver-
mont event.”
  Whether you come for 

Vermont-made products, 
locally grown food, hand-
crafted goods, family activ-
ities, or simply a great fall 
day with friends and neigh-
bors, the Vermont Apple 
Festival & Craft Show is de-
signed to offer something 
for all ages. The festival also 
provides an opportunity to 
support the farmers, mak-

ers, artists, craftspeople, 
food producers, entrepre-
neurs, and small businesses 
that help make Vermont 
communities thrive.
  Additional festival in-

formation is available at 
the Springfield Regional 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Apple Festival page, www.
springfieldvt.com/apple-
festival, or at Vermont Ap-
ple Festival & Craft Show 
on Facebook.

Vermont Apple Festival & Craft Show returns to 
Springfield for 42nd year
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scarecrow festival

arts & entertainment

at Sharon’s on the Common 
80 The Common,  Chester

802-875-3000

Ask about 
Truffle 

Tuesdays!
See you at the 

Scarecrow 
Festival 

on the Green!

Chester Candy Company

54 Grain Store Road, Chester, VT
802-875-2333

Soils & Mulches • Garden Seeds & Starting Supplies 
Fertilizers • Pest Control Supplies • Hand Tools
Fencing & Gates • Grain & Feed • Pet Supplies

SARAH E. VAIL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

136 Main Street, P.O. BOx 4
CheSter, VerMOnt 05143
telePhOne: 802.875.3434
Fax: 802.875.3405
eMail: SVail@VerMOntel.net

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
Chester Scarecrow Festival 
weekend is almost here. The 
festival is a two-day event, 
held Oct. 3 and 4, from 9:30 
a.m. – 4:30 p.m. both days. 
There will be more than 
30 vendors and fun for the 
whole family. The vendors 
will include food trucks and 

food vendors on the Green, 
as well as artisans, craftspeo-
ple, and community groups.
  There are 26 scarecrows 

on display on both sides of 
Main Street. These are not 
everyday scarecrows, but 
unique pieces of imagina-
tion and talent. Please vote 
for your favorite, as the win-

ners will be marked on Oct. 
3, at 12 p.m.
  Don’t forget to also visit 

the businesses on the Green 
and all the restaurants and 
businesses around Ches-
ter. It is surely an event you 
don’t want to miss.

Chester Scarecrow Festival Weekend

Inn Victoria.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Gussie’s Place.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Stone Hearth Inn.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Matilda and Three Bears.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WESTON, Vt. – Water-
color and oil artist Doris 
Ingram will once again be 
participating in Open Stu-
dio Weekend, sponsored by 
the Vermont Craft Coun-
cil, on Saturday, Oct. 3, 
and Sunday, Oct. 4, from 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. both days. 
She is part of Loop 9, Stu-
dio No. 53. Her studio is lo-
cated at 83 Trout Club Road 
in Weston; follow the signs 
from the town Green.
  Ingram is a signature 

member of both the Ver-
mont and Delaware wa-
tercolor societies, and has 
won numerous awards. Her 
favorite subjects are the old 
homes and barns that are 
rapidly disappearing from 
our landscape. She also en-
joys painting bouquets of 
beautiful flowers from her 
extensive gardens. Painting 
is creative, fun, relaxing, 
educational, and always a 
challenge.
  Ingram has painted many 

house portraits to ben-
efit the Weston Theater 
Company and Neighbor-
hood Connections. She 
is raffling a painting this 
weekend to benefit the 
Neighbor’s Pantry food 
shelf in Londonderry.
  Ingram is also an en-

thusiastic teacher who 
enjoys sharing her pas-
sion for art with her stu-
dents. Her studio is filled 
with paintings of barns, 
landscapes, and flowers.

Doris Ingram open studio

LUDLOW, Vt. – Cre-
ate Together, 611 Route 
103 South in Ludlow, Vt., 
presents Vermont Open 
Studio Weekend arts and 
crafts demonstrations 
on Oct. 3 and 4, from 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m. both days.
  Join on the beautiful 

campus at Fletcher Farm 
in Ludlow, Vt., for free 
demonstrations of weav-
ing, pottery, quilting, 
metalworking, stained 
glass, jewelry, painting, 
welding, sculpture, and 
more. There will also be 
a free brick mosaics class 
on Saturday.
  Create Together is No. 

55 on the Open Studio 
Weekend map. Pick up a 
map at the Okemo Valley 
Chamber of Commerce 
in Okemo Marketplace, 
on Route 103 North in 
Ludlow, or follow the yel-
low Open Studio signs. 
Visit area artists and 

craftspeople on your way.
  Create Together’s pro-

gramming includes short 
sampler workshops, week-
end intensives, and multi-
week sessions, and private 
art and craft parties. Open 
seven days a week and host-
ing seven studios, maker-
spaces, open studios, mem-
berships, and more, you 
can find something that fits 

your schedule, your budget, 
and your curiosity.
  Create Together exists to 

foster creative exploration 
in the Okemo Valley, and 
provides access to profes-
sional tools, meaningful in-
struction, and a welcoming 
community, so that every 
person who walks through 
its doors can learn, create, 
and thrive.

Fall Open Studio Weekend 
at Create Together

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Celebrate autumn with a 
felted-acorns workshop 
at Gallery at the Vault, 
on Saturday, Oct. 10, 
from 1-3 p.m. The class 
will be taught by Wind-
ham teaching artist Lisa 
Caron Hickey, founder 
of Caron Designs.
  Participants will learn 

basic needle-felting and 
wet-felting techniques 
while creating charm-
ing wool acorns using 
colorful wool and natu-

ral acorn caps. Finished 
acorns may be strung to-
gether to create a festive 
autumn garland or used 
individually as decorations 
for a table, bowl, wreath, 
or seasonal arrangement.
  This relaxed, beginner-

friendly workshop re-
quires no previous needle-
felting experience. The 
workshop fee is discount-
ed for gallery members, 
and includes all tools and 
materials to create 14 felt-
ed acorns. Register by Oct. 

7 at www.galleryvault.org/
workshops, by phone, or 
in person.
  Gallery at the Vault is 

located at 68 Main Street 
in Springfield, and is open 
We d n e s d a y - S a t u r d a y, 
from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. For 
more information, call 
802-885-7111, email gal-
leryvault@vermontel.net, 
visit www.galleryvault.org, 
or visit the gallery’s Face-
book and Instagram pages. 
Gallery at the Vault is ac-
cessible.

Create felted acorns at Gallery 
at the Vault

Create Together’s sewing and fi ber arts space.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELMONT, Vt. – The 
Mount Holly Community 
Association invites you to 
come celebrate autumn at 
its annual Cider Days on 
Saturday, Oct. 10, from 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m.; and Sunday, 
Oct. 11, from 12-4 p.m.
  Of course, the fun 

starts with apples; you can 
watch fresh cider being 
made on an antique apple 
press and enjoy the fresh 
pressed cider hot or cold 
along with a cider donut, 
whoopie pie, home-baked 
apple pie, or apple crisp 
topped with ice cream. 
You can even pick up a 
gallon of fresh cider to take 
home. 
  There’s plenty of non-ap-

ple fun to enjoy, too. Cider 
Days features live music, 
food, beer and craft ven-
dors, a library book sale, 
and more to enjoy as you 
take in the fall colors in a 
historic village. Learning 
opportunities abound, too: 
Find out about Belmont’s 
history at the Mount Hol-
ly Museum, right next to 
the Green, or dive into the 
town’s many conservation 
efforts focused on wildlife, 

Star Lake, and biodiversity.
  Highlights this year in-

clude the ever-popular 
cow plop contest starring 
Ginger Robeth Rainmoon, 
of Liberty Hill Farm, ably 
handled by Mount Holly 
siblings Patty and Carter 
Bruce. There will also be 
face painting for the kids. 
Visitors are invited to cast 
a ballot in the local photo 
contest. The winning en-
tries will be featured in the 
Mount Holly 2028 calendar. 
The 2027 calendar featur-
ing last year’s winners will 

be available to pur-
chase.  
  Belmont Ci-

der Days has been 
ranked as one of the 
top fall events in the 
State of Vermont. 
Don’t miss out on 
the fun. For more 
information, visit 
the Mount Holly 
Community Associ-
ation website, www.
mhcavt.org, or Face-
book page.
  Belmont may be 

tucked away off the 
numbered roads, 
but it’s easy to find. 

From Route 103, turn 
left at the flashing light 
if coming from Ludlow, 
or right if coming from 
Rutland. If you’re driving 
up Route 155, turn at the 
Belmont sign. Either way, 
head up the hill and find 
a place to park, being sure 
to observe parking sig-
nage, then stroll through 
Belmont Village to the 
Belmont Baptist Church 
Green, just like the folks 
did so many years ago 
when they brought their 
apples to be pressed.

Cider Days returns to Belmont

An antique apple press in operation.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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