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Vermont Country Store celebrates 80 years with

Weston Village Fair & Jubilee

BY LISA STICKNEY

WESTON, Vt. - Clear skies
and crisp fall air made for the
perfect backdrop as the Vil-
lage of Weston kicked off its
first Weston Village Fair &
Jubilee celebration on Satur-
day, Sept. 12. The celebration
marked an important mile-
stone for the Vermont Coun-
try Store, which is commem-
orating 80 years in business
at its Weston location, while
helping to bring the commu-
nity together in celebration
of the history and longevity
of the Town of Weston and
its local businesses.

The Vermont Country
Store, a sponsor of the fair,
was among several business-
es and organizations mark-
ing milestone anniversaries
this year. Others include
the Farrar Park Association,
celebrating 140 years; the
Weston Village Store, 135

years; the Wilder Memo-
rial Library, 125 years; the
Weston Rod & Gun Club,
95 years; the Weston Theater
Company, 90 years; and The
Little School, celebrating its
50th anniversary.

It has been 80 years since
Vrest and Mildred Orton
opened the doors of the Ver-
mont Country Store, located
on Main Street in Weston,
and welcomed the public,
but the story of the store
began a year earlier, when
Vrest put together a collec-
tion of items for sale, printed
his first catalog, and mailed
it to everyone on his Christ-
mas list in 1945. His mailing
list included friends he had
worked with in Washington,
D.C. The Countryman Press
was the name of his printing
operation when he returned
to Vermont.

Eliot Orton, Vrest’s grand-
son, described that first cata-

Weston responds
to allegations ——

PAULA BENSON

WESTON, Vt. - While
disregarding repeated calls
for their resignation, the
three remaining members
of the Weston Selectboard
continued to hold meetings
throughout August and Sep-
tember, convening a special
meeting on Thursday, Sept.
3, at 4 p.m., at the Weston
Town Office, to respond to
complaints filed on Aug. 25.
The first of three complaints,
from Weston resident Ken
Hall, alleges that the select-
board violated Vermonts
open meeting law, 1 VSA §
312. The second and third
complaints allege that the
minutes posted after select-
board meetings held July 28
and Aug. 11 were insuffi-
ciently detailed, as required

by § 312(b). Specifically,
those complaints referred
to the public comment
section.

At the special meeting,
Vice Chair Jim Linville
read aloud the boards re-
sponse. The written tran-
script can be viewed with-
in the meetings minutes
on Weston's town web-
site, or viewed on GNAT
TV, at www.gnat-tv.org/
weston-special-select-
board-09-03-26.

Ultimately, the board
determined no open
meeting law violation oc-
curred on two of the com-
plaints but acknowledged
a “possible violation” re-
garding the July 28 meet-
ing’s minutes. The board

See WESTON on Page 2

log as the size of a modern-
day iPhone: “It featured 36
items you can buy now - 14
for the house, seven to eat,
three to wear, and 12 to read,
and all fine for gifts” Eliot
said, “Back then, the type
had to be set up for print,
each individual letter, and
it included some sketches,
written text, very small
photos — some were draw-
ings, some with no photo or
drawing - and it said, “Vrest
& Mildred revive a Country
Store! It contained items that
he gathered locally out of his
garage and throughout the
neighborhood: wood craft
items, grains, things from
the mill in Weston.”

That first catalog was sent
out before a store ever ex-
isted. Those who received
Vrests catalog in the mail
wrote back with their orders.
Many customers included
an intention to visit the store

they assumed the catalog
represented. “They wanted
to come see the actual store,”
Eliot said.

So, Vrest and Mildred
opened the Vermont Coun-
try Store in Weston, at its
current location. “Vrest was
certainly an inventive mar-
keter, as was our dad, Ly-
man,” Eliot said. “He was re-
sponsible for really growing
the business”

Eliot recalls growing up
in the family business, “I re-
member we went to Flood
Brook Elementary School
in Londonderry. The bus
driver would drop us off at
the store and Maude Gabert
[former storekeeper] would
look after us as the bosss
sons roaming around in the
store” He continued, “She
would put us to work mark-
ing things, filling jars with
candy”

“I started working there

“THE VERMONT

COUNTRY STORE

| THE ORTON FAMILY BUSINESS

Three generations sitting on the rocking chairs at The Ver-
mont Country Store. Pictured left to right: Eliot Orton, Ella
Orton, and Lyman Orton.

officially on my summer
breaks in seventh grade and
I worked the whole summer
through high school and col-
lege. Iloved talking with cus-
tomers, hearing their stories,
wanting to hear what they
had to say;” Eliot said. “T felt

Londonderry to create two

tennis courts

BY SHAWNTAE WEBB

LONDONDERRY,
Vt. - Londonderry Rec-
reation Director Liam Elio
proposed a change order
for the Pingree Park tennis
court project at the Sept. 8
Londonderry Selectboard
meeting. Elio stated that
the parks and recreation
board had already voted
to approve the change or-
der of $71,059, to include
a second designated court
for pickleball and tennis
players.

Elio reported that the
foundation of the court
was evaluated, and is in
much better shape than
anticipated. And, given
that crews will already be
on site, the parks board
agreed that a second court

would be a good use of the
extra funds, without chang-
ing the overall project time-
line. Elio proposed giving a
two week notice to court us-
ers of the upcoming closure,
and to have the courts com-
pleted before winter.

The renovations will in-
clude a fabric base, 12 inches
of subbase on the current
tennis court, and 24 inches
on the new court, “to make
sure were not dealing with
this problem for decades)
Elio stated.

The parks board put
$40,000 towards the project,
and another $40,000 is avail-
able in the Pingree Park fund,
so on behalf of the board, Elio
sought to borrow just over
$100,000 from the cemetery
commission. The selectboard
approved the change order

for the additional court. The
project budget, originally
at $111,000, will not exceed
$182,895.

The selectboard also ac-
cepted a resignation from
Kelly Pajala from the parks
board, who is moving out of
Londonderry, and appointed
Christine Blaylock to fill the
open seat.

Short-term rental (STR)
Administrator Andy Dahl-
strom discussed an adminis-
trative fee for declined rental
applications, as well as add-
ing a nonrefundable clause
to the fee schedule and appli-
cation. Dahlstrom continued
to explain that, for various
reasons, someone may wish
to withdraw their application
if their house is deemed to be

See DERRY on Page 2

Incumbent Vermont Rep. Kevin Winter selected

in August primary

REGION - Thank you for
electing me to represent our
Rutland-Windsor District of
Mount Holly, Shrewsbury,
and Ludlow over the past
2025-2026 legislative session.
It has been a privilege and an
honor.

With the historic addition
of 17 House Republicans in
the fall of 2024, including
myself, our minority caucus
grew to 56 members. With
the added strength in num-
bers, there has been a strong
push to find where and how
we can bring tax relief and
reduce spending relative to
previous years’ agendas.

There’s a long way to go
still, but we were able to ac-
complish some legislative
gains. In the 2025 session,
Act 71 was fought for and
passed that provided mili-
tary retirees, seniors on fixed
incomes, and working fami-
lies with some tax relief. The
situation with Vermont’ ris-
ing property taxes and edu-
cation spending continues
to be a burden that must
be resolved. This spring, I
voted with others to support
the governors plan to buy
down the fiscal year 2026

property tax rate by transfer-
ring $77.2 million from the
general fund and $40.9 mil-
lion surplus from last year
into the education fund that
held down predicted average
property tax increases sub-
stantially. To address loom-
ing statewide issues, the Sen-
ate Republicans announced
the “Vermont Promise” cam-
paign this spring, outlining
seven basic promises that
they are making to Vermont
voters if Republicans win a
senate majority this Novem-
ber. Find more info at www.
vermontpromise.com.

A shift happened in the
State House this spring, as
rural Vermonters (which is
most Vermonters!) became
aware of how bills passed in
2024 - Act 59, Act 121, and
Act 181 - affect them and
their properties, and how
the majority party was not
including them in the critical
discussions. Act 59 legislated
conservation of 30% of Ver-
mont land by 2030, 50% by
2050. Act 121 expanded wet-
lands protection and map-
ping. Act 181 established the
“Land Use Review Board”
and designations of proper-

ties as Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tier
3, along with the “road rule”
regulations, limiting use of
and construction on private
properties. Prohibitive per-
mitting, engineering costs,
and fees were to come, and
the state would have jurisdic-
tional authority over private-
ly owned land. Thankfully,
we were able to reverse the
road rule and Tier 3 provi-
sions of Act 181 and add the
Burt Amendment thanks to
the groundswell of voiced
opposition from across the
state, largely through the ef-
forts of the growing Rural
Vermont Rising group.

From my vantage point,
these are concerns needing
to be addressed:

— Cost of living increasing
due to over regulation: re-
strictive zoning (ACT 250);
unrealistic ~ environmental
goals (e.g. most stringent
PCB levels in US.A)); in-
flation due to lack of com-
petition  (ie. healthcare,
insurance, etc.); and ever-in-
creasing taxation rather than
cost reduction and prioriti-
zation of activities.

— Declining incentives to
be a productive citizen (i.e.,

losing working families):
loose financial “handouts” to
people who can and should
work; facilitation of bad
behavior to appease/sooth
rather than fix a bad habit
(push for safe injection sites,
push for decriminalizing il-
licit drug use); increased law-
lessness due to lack of fund-
ing and will to enforce.

— Inefficient and less effec-
tive education for children:
lack of will to consolidate
and work with the law of
‘economy of scales”; and
selfish legislation driven by
larger population centers
having too much leverage.

- Lack of common-sense
legislation ~ with  logical,
fundamentally sound, fact-
based decisions.

Rep. Kevin Winter with Gov. Phil Scott.

PHOTO PROVIDED

I don't make promises.
What I can say is that T will
listen to all arguments pre-
sented in support of pro-
posed legislation and strive
to vote in such a way as to fix
the root-cause problem(s) to
move forward to solutions
rather than band-aids.

Please call or text me at
802-245-4190 so we can dis-
cuss your view of improved
legislation and/or change my
mind as I pursue this legisla-
tive responsibility again.

Whatever you do — make
sure you use our precious
privilege and VOTE!

Paid for By Kevin C. Win-
ter, 1476 E Hill Rd, Ludlow,
VT 05149.

PHOTO BY LISA STICKNEY

a little like being on stage...
I sliced cheese at the cheese
counter. It was nice to be able
to gauge right on the nose,
and Maude taught us how to
cut cheese on the big wheel.

See FAIR on Page 2
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Rural Rivers Project
community collaboration

REGION - The Rural Riv-
ers Project is excited to an-
nounce a new community
science collaboration with
the towns of Ludlow and
Cavendish, Vt. Over the
coming months, researchers
Charis Boke, Aletha Spang,
and the Rural Rivers team
at Dartmouth College will
collaborate with municipal
officials, local partners, and
community members to
install new, low-cost, open-
source/open-access devices
to monitor water levels at
key points on the Black and
Ottauquechee rivers.

The Social Science, Tech-

nology, Rivers, Engineer-
ing, Arts, and Mathematics
(SSTREAMnet) project has
emerged out of collabora-
tions with the Black River
Action Team, Black River
Good Neighbors Services
in Ludlow, and Cavendish
Connects. With the help
of Don Blair, of Waterbear
Field School, this summer,
two community science fel-
lows — Jacob Zinkerman and
Jacob Lloyd - worked with
the Rural Rivers Project to
build the prototype water
level sensor that will be in-
stalled in Ludlow in Septeb-
mer. Partners through Mu-

tual Aid Disaster Relief
and Signals Rising pro-
vided additional devices
that will be installed in
Ludlow and Cavendish.

The goal of this local
network of water-level
sensors is to give re-
searchers and the pub-
lic - including town
managers, road crews,
state floodplain manag-
ers, local residents, and
others — better informa-
tion about changes in wa-
ter levels. This will help
inform work to mitigate
the impacts of future
floods.

Contra dance at Ludlow

Community Center

LUDLOW, Vt. - The
Ludlow Community
Center will be hopping
on Friday, Oct. 9, from
6-8 p.m., with amaz-
ing music and lively
step dancing. Don’t miss
this great opportunity
to hear, see, and try out
some fun contra danc-
ing, featuring live mu-
sic led by Naomi Morse
(fiddle), Amy Englesberg
(piano), and Emmet Mc-
Gowan (drums).

Contra dancing is fam-
ily friendly, open to all
ages, and most welcom-
ing to new dancers. No

experience is necessary.
All dances are taught and
guided by a caller. Feel free
to come solo, bring your
family or a friend, or even
organize a group, or just
come to listen - you’re sure
to have a great time.
Contra dancing is done
with live music and a caller,
and does not involve any
fancy steps or moves; it
amounts to walking in time
to the music. It is much
easier than line dancing,
and not so fancy as square
dancing. Wear regular
comfortable clothing with
smooth-soled shoes to help

you move comfortably.

This event, sponsored by
Black River Good Neigh-
bor Services, is free, and all
are welcome. There will be
light refreshments, together
with donation jars to bene-
fit the monthly community
meal program. Now cel-
ebrating its fourth year of
serving community meals,
Black River Good Neighbor
Services is most grateful for
support from the commu-
nity for this valuable pro-
gram.

For more information,

please contact Krey Kel-
lington at 802-228-3663.

FAIR
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She had this technique of
following the line coming
down the cheese, where you
could learn to cut exactly a
pound, and customers were
amazed, and it was always
fun to be a part of that”

Eliot and his brother
Gardner Orton are now
partners, continuing the
family tradition as propri-
etors of the Vermont Coun-
try Store, each with children
of their own. “Its fun that
weve beat the odds. We
employ our neighbors and
friends, were supportive of
our communities, and were
proud of our employees and
what we've accomplished. It
makes me proud to be part

of the Vermont community;’
Eliot said.

The Weston Village Fair
& Jubilee began with a day
of fun-filled activities for
all ages. Inside the Vermont
Country Store, illustra-
tor and author R-W. Alley
hosted a book signing, along
with a live demonstration
showing how to draw Pad-
dington Bear.

A John Deere tractor led
the parade, followed by a
series of unique cars, floats
“Follow the Call of the
Disco Ball” and “The Ver-
mont Country Store — Or-
ton Storekeepers,” a horse-
drawn wagon, a group of
bicyclists, and the Weston
Fire Departments Engine
No. 1.

The streets and stores
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were busy with activity and
speeches at the bandstand,
as well as a moment of si-
lence in memory of 9/11.
Horse-drawn wagons passed
by, fair games and food tents
lined the Green, food trucks
parked along Park Street,
and live bands played for
dancing in the street.

Back inside the Vermont
Country Store, standing
beside the old cast-iron,
potbelly stove, Lyman ex-
plained, “Were leaning on
the potbelly stove, cast iron,
19th century. You fed the
wood into it or even coal, if
you had that. That was in ev-
ery country store, and that’s
what heated the store”

“The tradition was there
was always chairs around it,
and there’s a checkerboard,
because people would come
in - the old timers, and play
checkers. Theyd sit around
in the chairs and talk, go

over the day’s things. The old
country store was the center
of the town...the conversa-
tion area,” Lyman recollect-
ed. “We got the chairs, we
got the checkerboard, and
so people sit down and they
play checkers, and they say,
“Hey, I haven't played check-
ers in years!”

The store is set up to wel-
come local townspeople and
visitors from all over. “The
conversation area stays here,
and we like to talk to the
customers who come in...
we want to get to know them
and say ‘Hi It’s fun to talk to
people,” Lyman said.

“My parents started the
business when I was 5 years
old, so 1946. I had a built-
in summer vacation/winter
vacation job my whole life,
working in the store. I grew
up in the store, I worked in
the store, and when I got out
of college, I went to college

in Middlebury College, I put
my apron back on and I went
back to work, and the rest is
history;” Lyman said, adding,
“My sons have taken over
the ownership of the store”
Asked about the stores
success and how it has sur-
vived over the past 80 years,
Lyman explained, “Essen-
tially, were in the nostalgia
business. What we look for,
and find, and bring back or
recreate are products that
were popular some years ago,
that people remembered,
and then they went away...
big companies bought them
and forgot about them,
stopped marketing them,
stopped selling, because they
couldn't sell a gazillion dol-
lars’ worth. Well, I don’t need
a gazillion dollars, I just need
a bit more. So, we find these
products and revive them
and offer them back, and
people’s memories are such

that — oh my god, I remem-
ber that, and that’s the praise
we hear all the time. Thats
connecting the past to the
present, and so it’s great fun.
We love doing it”

“It’s hard to keep a business
going for 80 years,” Lyman
said. Reflecting on those
eight decades, he noted the
catalog has been instrumen-
tal in bringing people to the
store, to Vermont, and to the
Town of Weston. “It drives
people...all of the time,
were welcoming people who
it is their first time here, and
theyre clutching the catalog
or its their 10th time here,
and people order from all
over the country;” he added.

“Having been in the busi-
ness my whole life, ’'m about
to turn 85,” Lyman said. “So
here we are about to cel-
ebrate my birthday and the
birthday of the Vermont
Country Store”

WESTON
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voted to “cure” the viola-
tion by amending the posted
minutes within 14 days to
include the missing public
comments.

The selectboard met again
in regular session on Sept.
8, at which time Vice Chair
Jim Linville announced
the town had hired Brian
Vandeweerdt as a member
of the road crew. Linville said
Vandeweerdt was available
to start the next morning.

The board also heard from
resident and Chair of the
Weston Development Re-
view Board Deborah Gran-
quist. Granquist, also chair of
the Wilder Memorial Library
Board of Trustees, read a pre-
pared statement expressing
concern regarding the pro-
posed Lawrence Hill Road
Bridge design committee.
The full statement is avail-
able for public viewing on
the town website, attached to
the end of the Sept. 8 meet-
ing minutes.

Granquist referred to a
comment Linville made
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at the recent special town
meeting acknowledging the
public’s apprehension re-
garding the specifications of
the new bridge. Linville told
residents at the time that the
board intended to create a
design committee made up
of “stakeholders” who would
consult with Stone Engineer-
ing during planning and de-

sign stages. Granquist made
the point that any resident of
Weston could be considered
a stakeholder, stating that
the bridge “is a town-owned
public asset [and] an impor-
tant transportation link” for
residents. She asked that the
item be added to the agenda
for the Sept. 22 selectboard
meeting.

DERRY
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in noncompliance. Dahl-
strom felt that in some cases,
the fee should be returned to
the applicant.

The board generally agreed
that clearly stating the ap-
plication is nonrefundable
will encourage applicants to
do their research before sub-
mitting the documentation
and paying the fee, to avoid
having people returning for
arefund.

STR appeal board mem-
bers were then appointed for
a term of one year: Allison
Marino, Maureen Cronin,
Paul Hendler, Rich Phelan,
and Leanne Alexander.

The board also appointed
Taylor Prouty as the select-
board representative to at-
tend the upcoming tax sale.
Town Administrator ~ Ai-
leen Tulloch recommended
Prouty, in the event that the
town wants to purchase any
of the properties, because he
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is on the land acquisition task
force. The tax sale will be held
on Sept. 16, at 10:30 a.m., at
the town office.

Elio, now representing the
town hall renovation com-
mittee, requested approval
to apply for a Municipal En-
ergy Revolving Fund (MERF)
loan. Elio said MERF is a 0%
interest loan, not a grant,
which would give the com-
mittee more flexibility to con-
tinue moving forward with
renovation projects. He noted
that the basement, ADA
bathroom, roof, siding, and
paint were all issues which
still needed to be addressed.

Tulloch stated that the
board was previously looking
for a proposal from the com-
mittee, and a specific budget.
The selectboard approved the
request for the MERF appli-
cation, pending its approval
of the loan amount.

The board then approved
the updated proposal from
Hunter Excavating for town
hall general contracting ser-
vices, not to exceed $284,771.
Tulloch reported that figure is
close to what is left over in the
town hall renovation fund,
and recommended having
conversations with Hunter
along the way to stay in bud-
get and complete as many
line items as possible. Tulloch
added that the roof project is
a separate component and is
already under contract.

After an executive session,
the board moved to have
Tulloch discuss with the state
the reallocation of a portion
of the North Village ARPA
funds to the South Village
Phase 2 project, and to seek
additional grant funding for
the North Village as appro-
priate.

The Londonderry Se-
lectboard meets on the first
and third Mondays of each
month, at 6 p.m., at the town
office and on Zoom.
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Create Together lakefront

fundraiser series

LUDLOW, Vt. - Create
Together at Fletcher Farm,
a cultural anchor of the
Okemo Valley for more than
75 years (formerly known
as the Fletcher Farm Art
& Craft Center), has an-
nounced a pair of dynamic
“Friend & Fund Raiser”
events designed to introduce
the community to its newly
rebranded vision and secure
vital funding for year-round
local arts programming,.

The two-part event series,
themed “Keep Creativity
Afloat,” offers full-time and
part-time residents a unique
opportunity to connect over
community art activities
outside of the region’s tra-
ditional sports and outdoor
recreation scene.

“In 2025, we rebranded as
Create Together to ensure
that no one in the Okemo
Valley is priced out, pushed
out, or left out of a rich cre-
ative life,” said the organiza-
tion. “Today, we face a bit
of an identity crisis: Many
neighbors don’t know we ex-
ist, while others only know

who we were. This series is
about changing that narra-
tive, making new friends,
raising vital funds, and shap-
ing our collective future””

The series features two
distinct lakefront experi-
ences. The first is “Barn
Quilt Paint & Sip” on Friday,
Sept. 19, from 1-5 p.m., at
Lake Rescue in Ludlow, Vt.,
hosted by Amy and Steve
Fisher. Guests will enjoy a
guided painting and social
afternoon focused on craft-
ing traditional Vermont
barn quilts while enjoying
seasonal beverages.

The second event is “Dock
Party & Photo Tips” on Sat-
urday, Oct. 3, from 1-5 p.m.,,
at Round Pond, in Ludlow,
Vt., hosted by Amit Khanna.
A relaxed afternoon gather-
ing by the water featuring
professional ~ photography
insights and styling tips to
help capture the beauty of
the changing seasons.

The fundraiser series is
made possible through the
generous support of com-
munity partners, includ-

ing hosts Amy and Steve
Fisher, and Amit Khanna,
featured local artists Piper
Strong and Karen Leon-
ard, and corporate spon-
sor LaValley Building
Supply.

Space is limited, and
exact addresses for the
private lakefront loca-
tions will be provided to
guests upon registration.
Community members are
encouraged to attend one
or both special events. To
secure a spot, please visit
www.createtogethervt.
org/workshops.

For those who are un-
able to attend but still
wish to support the mis-
sion to build a permanent,
accessible creative home
in Ludlow, tax-deductible
donations can be made
online at www.createto-
gethervt.org/donate or by
sending a check to Cre-
ate Together, 611 Route
103 South, Ludlow, VT
05149. Opportunities to
volunteer or teach are also
available.

“Lost Nation” to screen ————

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Jay Craven’s newest film,
“Lost Nation,” will screen
on Thursday, Sept. 24, at
5 p.m., at The Nolan Mur-
ray Center in Springfield,
sponsored by the Spring-
field Town Library. Admis-
sion is free. Craven will ap-
pear at the screening for a
post-film Q&A.

“Lost Nation” is a Revo-
lutionary War-era action
drama set in the early up-
start Republic of Vermont.
The picture stars Irish ac-
tor Kevin Ryan as Vermont
founding father and rebel
schemer Ethan Allen, who
leads resistance to New
Yorker land claims, launch-
es an ill-fated attack on
British forces in Montreal,
and leads invasions by his
Green Mountain Boys into
the Yorker strongholds of
Guilford and Brattleboro.
The film is also relevant to
Massachusetts  history -
partially set in Deerfield
and Northampton, and shot
on Nantucket.

The film’s parallel and in-
tersecting story features Ke-
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nyan actress Eva Ndachi as
pioneering poet Lucy Terry
Prince, who was enslaved
at the age of 3 in western
Massachusetts, and settled
a Guilford, Vt., homestead
with her family during this
same time. Like Allen, the
Princes found themselves
caught up in turbulent
times that threatened their
prospects for the land and
freedom they sought. Like
Allen, Prince upset the sta-
tus quo in her assertive use
of early Vermont’s legal and
political systems to defend
her family from encroach-
ment, harassment, and in-
timidation.

The Prince family’s an-
tagonist, aspiring Guilford
politician John Noyes, is
played by Rob Campbell.
British intelligence chief
and former Green Moun-
tain Boys co-founder Justus
Sherwood is played by Bar-
ry Del Sherman, and Lucy
Prince’s daughter Drucilla
is played by young ac-
tress and Spelman College
student Karma Bridges,
daughter of popular rapper

KTOBERFEST
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and film star Ludacris.
Vermont actors Rusty
DeWees and Ariel Zevon
play Yorker Asa Locke
and Mary Allen, respec-
tively.

“Lost Nation” was
shot on 52 Vermont and
Massachusetts locations,
including the Town of
Leyden. It includes 43
speaking characters,
including ~ Vermonters
Ira Allen, Seth Warner,
Gideon Brownson, and
Thomas Chittenden, and
founding fathers Alex-
ander Hamilton, George
Washington, and Samuel
Adams (played by his di-
rect descendant, Samuel
Adams).

Acclaimed  singer,
composer, and Juilliard-
trained violinist Mazz
Swift composed and con-
ducted the “Lost Nation”
film score.

For more informa-
tion, visit www.spring-
fieldtownlibrary.org or
contact Craven at jcra-
venl590@gmail.com.
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Homegrown Music
Series at 24 Main Street —

SAXTONS RIVER,
Vt. - The newly launched
Jesse’s Homegrown Music
Series continues its semi-
monthly run at 24 Main
Street in Saxtons River
on Saturday, Sept. 19, at 7
p-m. The intimate, down-
to-earth showcase will
feature a collaborative
duo performance by local
favorite Jesse Peters and
regional mainstay George
Nostrand.

The performance
marks the second install-
ment of the new music
series, which aims to
bring local and out-of-
town guests together for
stripped-down, commu-
nity-focused sets. Both
Nostrand and  Peters

share deep roots in the Bel-
lows Falls and Saxtons River
area. Having built a long
friendship and history of
collaboration, the duo will
deliver a joyous evening of
varied, dynamic, original
songs and choice covers tra-
versing rock and folk styl-
ings.

Nostrand has long been
celebrated as a cornerstone
of Rutland’s vibrant live mu-
sic scene, while Peters has
spent the last two decades
anchoring live music on
Vermont’s eastern front.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
ahead of the evening per-
formance at 24 Main Street
in Saxtons River. Admis-
sion is by suggested cover
at the door, though orga-

nizers emphasize a strict
no one turned away for lack
of funds policy to keep the
event accessible to all com-
munity members.

The historic 24 Main
Street venue is overseen
by 24 Main Street Ltd. and
serves as a central hub for
civic, cultural, and com-
munity activities benefiting
the citizens of Saxtons River
and surrounding areas. Pro-
grams and historic preser-
vation efforts are made pos-
sible through the generous
support and donations of
community members and
patrons. 24 Main Street is
located directly across from
the Saxtons River Village
Market, and there is plenty
of street parking available.

“A Life in Art: Toni
Streeter” at the Great Hall —

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Springfield on the Move
is thrilled to announce a
captivating evening cel-
ebrating the incredible
talent of local artist Toni
Streeter in the Great
Hall, on Friday, Sept.
25, from 5-7 p.m. This
exclusive  one-woman
art show will feature

Streeter’s stunning sculp-
tures and a diverse array of
paintings that explore vari-
ous genres and mediums,
representing a lifetime of
painting and sculpture pre-
sented for the benefit of
the environmental defense
fund and Springfield on
the Move.

Streeter, a talented and

diverse artist residing in
Springfield, Vt., invites you
to immerse yourself in her
creative journey. This is a
unique opportunity to ex-
perience the beauty of her
work and support local art.
For more information,
please contact Vanessa Re-
bentisch at springfieldon-
themove@gmail.com.

Liam Purcell & Cane Mill Road
and Diane Zeigler at Next Stage

PUTNEY, Vt. - Next
Stage Arts Project and
Twilight Music present
Nashville-based bluegrass
quintet Liam Purcell &
Cane Mill Road, and
Vermont-based  singer-
songwriter Diane Zeigler
at Next Stage, on Sunday,
Sept. 20, at 7 p.m.

Characterized by No
Depression as “the future
of bluegrass,” Liam Purcell
& Cane Mill Road twine
innovation, tradition, and
excellence into a unique
musical experience.

The winner of eight na-
tional songwriting awards,
Vermont’s Zeigler com-
bines a crystalline vocal

style with distinctive open-
tuning guitar work, crafting
songs that have earned her
respect among songwrit-
ers and critics as “one of the
most talented singer-song-
writers New England has
produced,” according to The

Music Matters.

Next Stage is located at 15
Kimball Hill in Putney, Vt.
Tickets are discounted in ad-
vance at www.nextstagearts.
org. For information, call
802-387-0102 or visit www.
nextstagearts.org.
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Meet on Depot Street in downtown Ludlow every
Sunday from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. to shop at our vibrant
farmers market! Find a variety of local produce
each week along with fresh baked goods,
handmade crafts and gifts, cold beverages, live

music, and more. We can't wait to see you for fresh

food, community, and fun!
www.ludlowmarket.org | eludlowfarmersmarket

TWO-DAY
AUTOMOTIVE
LIQUIDATION

EVENT

Saturday and Sunday

September 19-20, 2026, 9 am — 4 pm

Gene Adams Automotive Garage
501 Stoughton Pond Rd., Perkinsville, VT

All sales cash. All sales final.
If questions, please call 802-245-4825.
Inventory includes tools, tool chests, tool carts, chop saw and accessories, auto parts,

grinders, smoke machine, welder, floor jack, cabinets, Chilton manuals, Rockwell drill
press (series 75:120), filters, puller sets, bearing press, and more.

27™ Annual 802 Credit Union's

FAIR

go2cu.com

credit union

SEPTEMBER 19
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Salmonella detected in eggs from

Windsor County

READING, Vt. - The Ver-
mont Agency of Agriculture,
Food and Markets (VAAFM)
and the Vermont Depart-
ment of Health (VDH) have
detected salmonella enteriti-
dis in eggs and environmen-
tal samples at Leaping Bear
Farm in Reading. The eggs
from this farm are sold at
various farmers markets lo-
cally and at other retail estab-
lishments in the area. Upon
confirmation of the salmo-
nella strain in lab test results
received recently, Leaping
Bear Farm has agreed to re-
call all eggs with cartons dat-
ed between June 1, 2026 and
September 5, 2026.

If you currently have eggs
related to this incident, they
should be thrown in the gar-
bage for disposal in a landfill.
Do not discard them into
your compost pile. Approxi-
mately 1,800 hens have been
impacted by this event. Ac-
cording to VDH, 14 cases of

salmonella illnesses in Ver-
mont have been linked to the
strain identified in the eggs.
Other states also have geneti-
cally linked cases.

The owners of Leaping
Bear Farm agreed not to sell
or distribute any chicken
eggs until such time that
VAAFM determines that
the salmonella enteritidis
strain in the eggs is no lon-
ger a public health threat.
The agency thanks the farm
owners for their support and
concern in protecting public
health.

If you currently have eggs
from Leaping Bear Farm la-
beled between June 1, 2026,
and Sept. 5, 2026, do not eat
them. Discard them in the
trash. Do not compost affect-
ed eggs. Wash items and sur-
faces that may have touched
affected eggs, including the
refrigerator, using hot soapy
water or a dishwasher.

People with salmonella

infections can develop di-
arrhea, fever, and stomach
cramps. Symptoms usually
begin six hours to six days
after infection and typically
last four to seven days. Most
people recover without treat-
ment. Contact a healthcare
provider if you have these
severe symptoms: diarrhea
or vomiting lasting more
than two days; bloody poop
(including diarrhea) or pee;
a fever higher than 102 F;
and/or signs of dehydration,
including little or no pee-
ing, having very dark pee,
being very thirsty, having a
dry mouth or throat, feeling
dizzy or lightheaded, and/or
crying without tears.
Long-term complications
can include diarrhea last-
ing months, infection that
spreads to other parts of the
body, and reactive arthritis.
Young children, adults 65
and older, and people with
weakened immune systems

are more likely to develop
serious illness from sal-
monella.

Everyone should follow
routine safety precautions
to prevent salmonella
and other food-borne ill-
nesses. Wash your hands,
kitchen tools, and pro-
duce often. Wash hands,
utensils, and surfaces with
hot, soapy water before
and after handling raw
eggs, meat, poultry, and
seafood. Keep raw eggs,
meat, poultry, and sea-
food away from ready-
to-eat foods. Use a food
thermometer to be sure
food is cooked to a safe
temperature. Cook eggs
until both the yolk and the
white are firm and cook
dishes containing eggs to
160 E. Refrigerate perish-
able foods quickly and
keep your fridge at 40 F or
below. Drink pasteurized
milk and juices.

Brattleboro VA outpatient clinic resumes

BRATTLEBORO, Vt. -
Effective Sept. 1, the Brat-
tleboro, Vt., community-
based outpatient clinic
(CBOCQ), part of the White
River Junction, Vt., VA
Healthcare System (WR]
VAHCS), resumed normal
operations after closing in
February for repairs. The
Brattleboro VA clinic is lo-
cated at 71 GSP Drive, Brat-
tleboro, VT 05301.

The White River Junction
VA Healthcare System lead-
ership team is grateful for

the flexibility of veterans,
staff, and community part-
ners while renovations and
repairs were completed.
Veterans were cared for at
nearby VA clinics in Keene,
N.H., and Greenfield,
Mass., as well as utilizing
virtual options and com-
munity partnerships. Other
veterans chose to travel to
the main VA campus in
White River Junction, Vt.,
until the necessary repairs
were completed.

For appointment infor-

173 Baltimore Road
kPerkinsville, VT 05151

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH

Building & Remodeling
Full Service Care Taking
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Fax 802-263-5129
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mation or to contact their
care team, patients usually
seen at the Brattleboro VA
Clinic should call 802-295-
9363 and use the following

extensions according
to their needs: specialty
care, Ext. 6657; primary
care, Ext. 6364; and men-
tal health, Ext. 5760.

Billing for small
medical practices —

REGION - Small medical
and dental practices rou-
tinely have claims denied
by insurance companies. A
practice with one or two pro-
viders usually has nobody
on staff whose job is to ap-
peal those denials. When
the appeal window closes,
the practice either writes the
money off or bills the pa-
tient for it. The patient then
owes money their insurance
should have covered.

On Wednesday, Oct. 1,
Luxen is running a free med-
ical billing clinic for 20 inde-
pendent Vermont practices
with less than $750,000 in
annual revenue. Each prac-
tice brings its unpaid and
denied claims. We tell them
which ones can still be recov-
ered, exactly what to file, and
by when. They leave with ap-

peal letter templates and
a filing deadline calendar
for Vermont’s main insur-
ance plans. This is a no-
cost clinic.

Spots in this workshop
are limited, so if you are
a bigger clinic, please al-
low space for smaller clin-
ics. Clinics can register at
www.luxentalent.com/
workshop/vermont. Reg-
istration closes Friday,
Sept. 26.

Luxen is a medical bill-
ing company which works
commercially for prac-
tices with more than $1
million in revenue. The
clinic is that same work,
given free to the practices
below the $750,000 line,
which are the ones least
likely to ever hire a billing
company.

Monthly chair yoga —

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Sep-
tember’s monthly chair yoga
class, led by Jo Bregnard,
will be held at the Spring-
tield Town Library, 43 Main
Street, on Friday, Sept. 18.
Join in person or online
to learn supportive, acces-

MY HEALTHY
VERMONT

CHRONIC

PAIN
WORKSHOPS

Chronic Pain Management

A self-management workshop to help you learn ways to reduce
pain, deal with related issues, like having trouble sleeping & more.

If you suffer from long-lasting (chronic) pain—from an injury, surgery,
or health condition—you're not alone.

Upcoming
Chronic Pain

sible movements you can
do right from your seat.
With attention to brain
boosting and nervous
system nourishment, this
60-minute practice will
leave you feeling mobile
as well as grounded.
Simply walk into the
library and join live, in
person, for free; there is
no need to preregister
for this option. For more
information, email jo@
jobregnard.com.

Dear Editor,

We wish to express our grati-
tude and thank everyone who
joined us in enjoying a small
chocolate soft serve at Dari Joy
on Aug. 26, our son Eric’s birth-
day. Also, our thanks to Kristo-
pher Radder for his article and
tribute that was published in
the Brattleboro Reformer on
Wednesday, Sept. 2.

In addition, we wish to note
Paul Sackevich’s contribution in
acting as Eric’s mentor and care-
giver from 2011-2023. Among
other activities, he helped Eric
with Meals on Wheels deliveries
and Special Olympics bowling,

Dear Editor,

After my husband suffered a
stroke, we expected our great-
est challenge would be recov-
ery. We never imagined that
one of our greatest obstacles
would become the healthcare
system itself, particularly from
an organization designated as
a comprehensive stroke center.

We sought follow-up care,
rehabilitation, answers, and
accountability. When we be-
lieved important concerns had
not been addressed, we did
what patients and families are
repeatedly told to do: We spoke
up.

We used the medical center’s
grievance process, believing it
would provide an opportunity
for honest review, correction
of problems, and improvement
for future patients. Instead, our
experience raised a troubling
question: What happens when
a healthcare organization be-
comes more uncomfortable
with the complaint than with
the problem it describes?

As our concerns continued,
our ability to communicate
with members of the care team
became increasingly limited.
Portal access to providers was
restricted. Questions went un-
answered. Care team members
were removed from the por-
tal. Concerns were redirected
or dismissed. Whether or not
these actions were intended
as consequences for speaking
up, their effect was the same:
Communication became more
difficult at precisely the time
we were trying to advocate for
appropriate care.

Healthcare organizations
routinely tell patients to speak
up. Ask questions. Report con-
cerns. Participate in your care.
But those messages mean little
if patients and families begin to
fear that doing so could jeopar-
dize their ability to communi-
cate with their healthcare team.
Patients should not have to
choose between advocating for
safe care and preserving access
to those providing it.

This is bigger than one fam-
ily. Healthcare systems depend
on patients and families to
identify problems that may
otherwise remain invisible.
Complaints can reveal gaps
in communication, coordina-
tion, safety, and accountabil-
ity. They are an opportunity to
learn. If patients believe that

GIGANTIC FALL

About 100 million Americans are living with chronic pain. That's more than are living with
diabetes, heart disease, and cancer combined!

But there are many things you can do to manage your pain—and we can help. Our
Healthier Living Workshop for Chronic Pain can help you learn ways to reduce pain, deal
with related issues, like having trouble sleeping, and more.

Workshop: Pain Management

WHAT THE PROGRAM OFFERS
Support and education, including:

Techniques to deal with problems such as frustration, fatigue (feeling

tired), isolation, and poor sleep

Exercises to improve your strength, flexibility, and endurance—and
instructions on how to pace yourself between activity and rest

Tips for talking with your family, friends, and health care professionals about
pain

The workshop session is once a week, for six weeks.

WHO IT'S FOR

People living with chronic pain for more than 3 to 6 months. Some chronic pain
conditions are: musculoskeletal pain (neck, shoulder, back pain, etc.), fibromyalgia,
postsurgical pain that lasts beyond 6 months, neuropathic pain, and post-stroke pain. This
workshop can also benefit people with persistent headache, Crohn’s disease, Irritable
bowel syndrome, diabetic neuropathy, or those who experience severe muscular pain
from conditions such as multiple sclerosis.

To take the first step, visit:
MYHEALTHYVT.ORG

~~ VERMONT
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Workshop:

Ludliow
Community
Center
Wednesday'’s:
Sept 30 - Nov 25
10:30 am — Noon

Sponsored by:
Black River Good
Neighbor Services
802-228-3663

Contact: Caitlin Moroney
802-859-5913
Caitlin.Moroney@vermont.gov
Contact: BRGNS

802-228-3663

Visit MyHealthyVT.org for FOOD SHELF & THRIFT STORE
. . 378 Main St, Ludlow, VT

more info and to register. T OH
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RUMMAGE SALE

CLOTHING ¢ BOUTIQUE ® FURNITURE ¢ HOUSEWARES
GAMES COLLECTIBLESe SHOES ¢ BOOKS e ACTIVE WEAR
SPORTING GOODS ¢ CHRISTMAS ROOM e BAKE SALE ¢ GRILL
& MUCH MORE!

September 25 & 26

Friday & Saturday, 10 AM - 3 PM

Fletcher Farm, 611 Route 103 South in Ludlow

Proceeds provide food, rent, heat, utility & disaster assistance to our neighbors in need

BLACK RIVER GOOD NEIGHBOR SERVICES, INC

We welcome donations of clothing & accessories, furniture, household items, money & time

FURNITURE STORE
105 Main St, Ludlow, VT
802-228-7055
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soccer, and basketball. He also
took Eric to King’s Table activi-
ties, where Eric interacted with
the pastors, Mike and Carol
Gibson, and loved helping.

Erics brothers, Davey and
Mick, and his sisters, Cilla
and Cherie, also express their
gratitude for the community
outpouring of love for their
brother.

Eric’s love and light continue
to shine!

In gratitude,
Dave and Priscilla Lambert
Rockingham, Vt.

raising concerns may result in
restricted communication, dis-
missal, or other adverse con-
sequences, some will simply
stop speaking. That silence is
dangerous. Problems remain
hidden. Missed opportunities
for improvement are lost. And
the same failures may affect the
next patient.

No healthcare organization
is perfect. What distinguishes a
trustworthy organization is not
the absence of problems, but
how it responds when some-
one identifies them. Does it
listen? Investigate objectively?
Acknowledge shortcomings?
Correct them? Or does it be-
come defensive and focus
more on managing the person
raising the concern than un-
derstanding the concern itself?

A persistent patient advo-
cate should not be viewed as a
problem to be managed. That
person may be providing some
of the most important infor-
mation an organization can
receive about where its system
is failing.

Our experience leaves us
with a question that extends
far beyond our family: Are
patients truly encouraged to
speak up, or only when what
they have to say is convenient?
Patient-centered care must not
end when a patient or family
member raises difficult ques-
tions and concerns. In fact,
that may be the moment when
patient-centered care matters
most.

Healthcare organizations
should welcome good-faith
concerns as opportunities to
learn, improve, and prevent
harm. Patients should be able
to ask difficult questions with-
out fearing that the act of ask-
ing will itself become a prob-
lem.

Ultimately, this is not simply
about the right to complain. It
is about the right to speak up
without becoming the prob-
lem. And so, I return to the
questions every healthcare or-
ganization should be willing to
answer: Does the system - and
do the people within it — lis-
ten? Investigate objectively?
Acknowledge  shortcomings?
Correct them? Or, when pa-
tients and their advocates
continue asking difficult ques-
tions, does the system respond
by shutting down communica-
tion, dismissing their concerns,
and treating the advocate as the
problem rather than address-
ing the problems being raised?

If healthcare organizations
truly want patients to speak up,
they must be willing to listen
when what patients have to say
is difficult to hear.

Sincerely,
Susan Boyer, DNP, RN, FAAN
Weathersfield, Vt.

FOOD SHELF™

BLACK RIVER GOOD
NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday,

10 AM-3 PM

Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

“Ule are here to hely”

Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth
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SERVICES

Third Congregational Church UCC, River St.
Sunday worship begins at 11 a.m. Communion is the
first Sunday of each month. For more information, email
alsteadthirdchurch@gmail.com, call 603-835-6358, or

go to www.facebook.com/Third-Congregational-UCC-
Church-of-Alstead-NH-120645387960916.

Open Bible Baptist Church, 168 Cemetery Rd.
Sunday services are being held in the church. Sunday
school is at 9:45 a.m., Sunday morning service is 11
a.m., and the afternoon service is 1:30 p.m. Wednesday
evening service is at 6:30 p.m. For more information,
call the church at 802-674-2266 or visit www.obbevt.
org.

Vision of Light Church of Spiritualism and Healing,
P.O. Box 133, Windsor

The Sunday service is at 10 a.m. with Lay Pastor

Dawn Hancy via Zoom. Sign up for the Vision of Light
newsletter and Zoom links on Facebook @VOLChurch.

Community Christian Church of Athens, 126
Brookline Road

Sunday services are at 9:30 a.m. and é p.m., and
prayer meetings are held Wednesdays, at 7 p.m. If you
have questions, call 802-869-2513. The 9:30 a.m.
Sunday service is also streamed on Facebook Live at the
Church’s Facebook page.

Immanuel Episcopal Church, 20 Church St.
Services are held most Sundays at 10 a.m., in person.
Please join us. All are welcome. For more information
go to Facebook @ImmanuelEppiscopalChurch or to our
website www.immanuelepiscopal.org.

Living Hope Assembly of God, 582 Rockingham Rd.
Pastor Brenda Farkas welcomes all to Sunday worship at
10 a.m., the message at 10 a.m. Livestreaming available
at 10:30 a.m., at Living Hope Fellowship Facebook
page and the Living Hope Fellowship YouTube channel.
Services can also be found at www.sapatv.org and
www.fact8tv.com.

St. James United Methodist Church, 570 Main St.
Please join us Sundays, at 8:45 a.m. All are welcome.
For more information, go to www.facebook.com/
stiamesumcproctorsville.

North Charlestown United Methodist Church, 471
River Rd.

Worship is Sundays at 9 a.m., with pastor Carolyn
Greenwood. Holy communion is celebrated the first
Sunday of every month. Call 603-477-6985, or visit
www.facebook.com/UMCOfNorthCharlestown for more
information.

First Universalist Parish of Chester, Route 103 North
Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. in person. Sunday
services run from September to early June. Contact
chesterviuu@gmail.com for a Zoom link for the service.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 313 Main St.

Services are on Wednesdays, from 5:30-6 p.m.; and
on Sundays, from 10-11:30 a.m., both in person and
by Zoom, followed by coffee hour. All are welcome.
Handicapped accessible. For a link to the Zoom service
or more information about services and events, please
visit www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org.

Andover Community Church, 928 Weston-Andover
Rd.

Sunday school at 9:30 a.m. and worship service

10:45 a.m. For more information, go to www.
andovercommunitychurch.org.

Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church, 99 Sullivan St.
Worship is Sunday at 9:30 a.m. and Wednesday and
Saturday at 5 p.m. in person. For more information, go
to www.hroc.org.

Grafton Community Church, 55 Main St.
Worship begins Sunday at 10 a.m. View sermons
on Zoom. For more information, go fo www.

MORNINGSIDE
Service Station

* Custom Exhaust with Warranty
* Full Service Repair Facility

% Veteran Owned & Operated %

==
(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH

graftoncommunitychurch.org or call 802-843-2346.

Second Congregational Church of Londonderry,
2051 N. Main St.

Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. in person or online. Fill
out a form at www.2ndcongregationalchurchvt.org to be
sent a link to the live stream.

United Church of Ludlow (UCC and Methodist), 48
Pleasant St.

The United Church of Ludlow is an Open and Affirming
Church of the United Church of Christ, and a Reconciling
Congregation of the United Methodist Church. Everyone
is truly welcome here, without exception. Sunday service
is held at 10 a.m., in person and on Zoom, followed

by a fellowship hour. Call 802-356-8046 for more

information or for the Zoom link.

Church of Christ, Rt. 11, 972 Chester Rd.

Sunday coffee and fellowship time at 9:30 a.m.,

adult Bible study at 10 a.m., worship service at 11

a.m. includes a group meeting for children. Live

or past services can be viewed on Facebook at
SpringfieldVTChurchofChrist. Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.,
adult class on different topics meets in the Fellowship
Hall, accessed by parking in the back of the church. For
more information, call Jamie Kurpiel, Evangelist, at 870-

6150452 or email jckurpiel@yahoo.com. If no answer,
call 802-886-2670.

Precision Valley Baptist Church, 69 Rt. 106

Join our worship service every Sunday at 10 a.m.
Women’s Study group meets on Tuesdays at 6 p.m., and
Mens Study Group meets on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. All
are welcome! For more information, check out Facebook
@PrecisionValleyBaptistChurch.

Springfield Assembly of God, 269 River St.

Sunday morning service is 10 a.m. Evening service is 6
p.m. Go to www.facebook.com/Springfield-Assembly-
of-God-156583214402910 for links and more
information.

St. Mark's Episcopal Church, 33 Fairground Rd.
Sunday Services 8:30 a.m. - Holy Days as announced.
Services alternate between Clergy Officiated, Traditional
Rite | and Contemporary Rite Il, Holy Eucharist, and
Licensed Lay Led Rites | and Il Morning Prayer. All are
invited regardless of religious affiliation. Call David at
802-885-2972 with questions.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 10 Pleasant St.

Sunday mass is at 9 a.m., followed by coffee hour as
well as weekday services. To watch the live streams, go
to www.youtube.com and search Holy Family Parish
Springfield Vermont. Streaming is available five minutes
before the service starts. For more information, go to
www.stmaryjoseph.com.

Unitarian Universalist Church, 21 Fairground Rd.
Sunday Services are at 10 a.m., in person and on Zoom.
For more information, go to www.uuspringfieldvt.org.

St. John’s Episcopal Church, corner of Westminster

and Elm St.

Sunday services are 10 a.m. in person or via Zoom. For
more information, go to www.stjohnswalpole.org, email
pastor@stiohnswalpole.org, or leave a message at 603-

756-4533.

Walpole Unitarian Church, corner of Union and
Main St.

Sunday Service begins at 10 a.m. Services are also
available via Zoom. For links and updates, go to www.
walpoleunitarianchurch.org.

Old Parish Community Church, 644 Main St.

A diverse, informal, and welcoming congregation.
Sunday service begins at 10:30 a.m. For more
information, contact Jon Bliss, minister, at 802-299-6721
or email oldparishchurchweston@gmail.com, or visit
www.oldparishcommunitychurch.org.
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Jason Mank, 2026

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - Jason Mank, 52, passed away
on Sept. 5, 2026. He is survived by his mother, Charlena
Burns, of Bellows Falls, Vt., and four half brothers. Funeral
services will be held Sept. 19, at 11 a.m., at Renewed Life
in Jesus Church. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made

to the church.

Christine B. Parker, 1954-2026

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. -
Christine Belle Parker, 72,
of Proctorsville, Vt., passed
away at the Jack Byrne
Center for Palliative and
Hospice Care in Lebanon,
N.H.,, on Sept. 2, 2026.
Chris was born on Feb. 17,
1954, at Springfield Hos-
pital, to Belle (Spaulding)
McKnight and Fletcher
Johnson.

Chris grew up in Proc-
torsville, Vt., and Chester,
Vt., and lived briefly in
Glendale, Calif., as a child.
She graduated from Green
Mountain  Union High
Schoolin 1973. She married
James Parker, of Proctors-
ville, in 1984, and had one
son, Joshua, in 1985. The
family moved from down-
town Proctorsville and
built their new home on
their family farm, Meadow-
brook Farm, in 1993, where
Chris lived for the rest of
her life. She was an employ-
ee of Springfield Hospital
and worked privately as a
caregiver. She was a lifelong
member of the Assembly of
God Church in Proctors-
ville. Chris enjoyed flowers
and spending time with her
grandson, Coltrane.

Christine is survived by
her son, Joshua Parker, and

Christine Parker, 1954-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

his wife, Danielle Single-
ton; her grandchildren,
Coltrane Parker, Sage Jos-
selyn, and Sydney Reid;
and many beloved cousins,
aunts, and uncles. She was
predeceased by her hus-
band, James Parker, and
parents, Belle McKnight
and Fletcher Johnson.

There will be no services
at this time. Donations in
Christines name can be
made to the Proctorsville
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, P.O. Box 81, Proc-
torsville, VT 05153.

The family would like to
express its deepest grati-
tude to the staff at the Jack
Byrne Center for Palliative
and Hospice Care for its
compassion and support.

OBITUARIES:

\_

A 200-word obituary is $100, and $0.60 per word
thereafter. A photo is an additional $20. Email to
editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday at 12 p.m.

~
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Securities and investment advisor

ies an
owned and other entities and,

N

DIAMOND POINT WEALTH
Formerly Huntley Financial Services
Derek Karner

802-228-5774
www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

vices offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately
narketing names, products or services referenced

PARTNERS

refe here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

Palmer H. Goodrich Il - Chester, VT 05143 - 802-875-2819

Complete Site Work - Foundations - Septic Systems - Drainage
Driveway Construction & Maintenance - Asphalt Milling
Gravel - Sand - Topsoil - Field Mowing - Brush Mulching

™\ WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
CHURCH SERVICES: Complete - Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer
We run Church Services on an alternating schedule.
Subject to space. All services are posted online at www. 800-562-3845 — 603-542-9595 — sales@generalautosalvage.com
VermontJournal.com. y 239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743

GENERAL

AUTO éEVKGE Co.me
New Hampshire and Vermont's Largest Auto Recycler!!!

) A

David Chaves
EXCAVATING

Family Owned & Opernated Scuce 1950

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish
Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

SWERICAS ORIGINAL BUTGRES
OMAHA STEAKS

SINCE 1917

4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

WA UNTIL

Butcher's Classic Pack
4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
4 PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)

Scan Now To Order

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)
8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

81081XEL separately $323-93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE s12999

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399 | 1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 81081XEL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last
Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area.
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 26M8931 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

=] '=.

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399
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SEPT. 18 -
CUTTINGSVILLE, Vt. = On
Fri, Sept. 18, Laurel Glen
Cemetery Association of
1894 will hold candlelight
cemetery and mausoleum
tours to commemorate

the death of Mr. John P.
Bowman. Everyone knows
the beautiful mausoleum on
Route 103 in Cuttingsville;
now’s your chance to

see inside the vault by
candlelight. Tours begin

at 5 p.m., and run every
half-hour, with the last
leaving from in front of
the Shrewsbury Historical
Society Museum at 6:30
p.m. You must reserve
your slot; each group will
be limited to 12. If you
don't reserve, you may
not be admitted. This is a
fundraiser for the nonprofit
organization that maintains
the mausoleum; we ask a
tax-deductible donation.
Tours last about an hour;
they are not scary, just fun
and educational. Wear
comfortable shoes and
dress for weather. Bring

a flashlight. Not dog
friendly. Email laurelglen.
bowmanmansion@gmail.
com fo reserve your tour.

SEPT. 19-20 -
BRIDGEWATER CORNERS,
Vt. - The Bridgewater
Grange Craft, Yard, and
Bake Sale will be held on
Saturday, Sept. 19, and
Sunday, Sept. 20, from

9 a.m. -3 p.m., rain or

shine. Reserve a table or
spot fo sell for a small fee,
discounted if you reserve
for both days. Call Alice for
information at 802-672-
3790. The Bridgewater
Grange is located at 129
Route 100A.

SEPT. 19 -

WALPOLE, N.H. — Charles
Andros, former New
Hampshire and Vermont
apiary inspector, will hold
a beekeeping workshop

on Saturday, Sept. 19,
from 1-4 p.m., at 18
Maclean Road. Topics

of discussion will include
treatment of nosema and
mites (including using oxalic
acid), winter preparations,
winter profein and
carbohydrate supplements,
and making beeswax hand
creams. Bring a veil if you
have one, as we shall be
opening some colonies.
Water and sunscreen

are also a plus. We'll be
inside if it is a rainy day.
Registration is required. To
register, email lindenamel@
gmail.com or call 603-756-
9056.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt.

— Award-winning
country and Americana
singer-songwriter Suzy
Bogguss is set to bring her
signature soulful vocals
and beautifully crafted
storytelling to the Bellows
Falls Opera House for a
highly anticipated, one-
night-only concert, on
Saturday, Sept. 19. With

This is to provide notice pursuant to Title 18, Chapter

107, Subchapter 1, § 5212(b) that I, Susan Lanphere,

have applied to the Town Clerk of Springfield, VT for a
disinterment permit of the cremains of Robert G Spicer Sr
whose cremains are inurned in Pine Grove Cemetery in
North Springfield, VT, specifically Lot 10, Tier 2, Ward 4,
Gravesite #4. I am the legal owner of Gravesite #4 and I
am not, nor is any other member of my family, related in
any manner to Mr Spicer. I want his cremains removed so
that I may, in the future, be buried in my gravesite. To the
best of my knowledge, Mr Spicer is to be relocated to Lot
10, Tier 2, Ward 4, Gravesite #6. Additionally, any spouse,
child, parent, sibling, or descendant of the deceased, or
the cemetery commissioner or other municipal authority
responsible for cemeteries in the municipality may object to
the proposed removal by filing a complaint in the Probate
Division of the Superior Court of the district in which the
body is located as provided in section 5212(a) of this title.

General Notice:

Roof Bid Specifications

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SPRINGFIELD, VT
Library Roof

Town of Springfield (Owner) is requesting Bids for the
construction of the following Project:

Replacement of Springfield Library Roof

Bids for the construction of the Project will be received at the
office of the Town Manager located at 96

Main Street, Springfield, VT 05156, until Monday, October
5th at 2:00 PM local time. At that

time the Bids received will be publicly opened and read.

The Project includes the following Work: Springfield Library

Obtaining the Bidding Documents:
The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is:
Northeaster Roofing Consultants

a career spanning over
three decades, Bogguss
has earned a Grammy
Award, a CMA Award,
and multiple platinum-
selling records. This
upcoming performance
offers fans an intimate
evening, featuring a vibrant
mix of her classic golden
hits, alongside newer
material from her critically
acclaimed recent album,
“Prayin’ for Sunshine.”
Written and produced
alongside her husband,
Doug Crider, “Prayin’

for Sunshine” represents

a deeply personal and
introspective journey,
blending swampy grooves
with stunning acoustic
arrangements that shine
in a live theater sefting.
Tickets are on sale at www.
bellowsfallsoperahouse.
com. This concert is
presented by Ray’s The
Roof Productions, devoted
to keeping the spirit of
beloved Bellows Falls
lawyer Ray Massucco
alive through the music he
loved, in conjunction with
Rockingham Entertainment
Development, a volunteer
nonprofit organization.

SEPT. 20 -

CAVENDISH, Vt. - National
Flood Awareness Week is
Sept. 20-26. To kick things
off, the Cavendish Historical
Society (CHS), Black River
Action Team (BRAT), and
the Dartmouth Rural Rivers
Project are teaming up for a
program on the history and
health of the Black River,
and what has being done
to help mitigate flooding.

This program includes a

site visit to Greven field

in Proctorsville and a
medicinal plant walk with
herbalist and medical
anthropologist Charis Boke.
Boke has an academic
appointment at Dartmouth
College, where she teaches
and conducts research.
Meet af the CHS Museum,
1958 Main Street (Route
131), at 2 p.m., to carpool
to Greven Field. This event
is free, open to the public,
and takes place rain or
shine. For more information,
call 802-226-7807 or email

margocaulfield@icloud.com.

SEPT. 21 -

LUDLOW, Vt. — The Black
River Valley Senior Center,
10 High Street, will serve
lunch on Monday, Sept. 21,
at 12 p.m. The menu will be
Lou’s veggie lasagna, garlic
bread, and apple crisp.
Free cash bingo will follow.
Reservations are required,
call 802-228-7421. All

ages are welcome.

SEPT. 22 -

CLAREMONT, N.H. - The
Claremont Senior, 5 Acer
Heights, will host Sip ‘n’
Paint on Sunday, Sept. 22,
at 1 p.m. The project will be
a lighthouse. BYOB and a
snack. Please call Cheryl to
sign up at 603-543-5998.

SEPT. 23 -

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -

The Springfield Senior
Center, 139 Main Street,
will celebrate its 63rd
anniversary on Wednesday,
Sept. 23, at 1 p.m. Mark
Shelton will perform. For
more information, call 802-

(802) 674-9201.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Mount Ascutney Regional Commission (MARC)
will hold a public hearing on September 28, 2026, at
12:00 noon at The MARC office in Ascutney, VT, to
consider approval of the draft 2026 Weathersfield Town
Plan and confirmation of the Town of Weathersfield’s
planning process pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §4350. The draft
2026 Weathersfield Town Plan is intended to address
the requirements of Act 181 and will replace the 2017
Weathersfield Town Plan (last amended 2024).

The draft 2026 Weathersfield Town Plan is available for
review on the MARC website at www.marcvt.org/town-
of-weathersfield.html. For more information or to request
a hard copy of the draft plan, please contact MARC at

Conditional Use Permit.

Join Zoom Meeting

Passcode: 565333
One tap mobile

Town of Plymouth
Public Notice of Planning Commission and
Zoning Board of Adjustment
Conditional Use Hearing

Public hearings will be held on Tuesday, October 6, 2026 at
6:00 PM at the Town Municipal Building, 68 Town Office
Road, Plymouth, Vermont. The following applicants seek a

https://zoom.us/j/9788686006?pwd=RVyz9U64lhLsWIG8gg
uHfc9asaobTFE.1&omn=96136223282
Meeting ID: 978 868 6006

The Vermont Journal

LEGAL NOTICES

885-3933.

SEPT. 24 -
LONDONDERRY, Vt. - The
Second Congregational
Church of Londonderry, Vt.,
2051 North Main Street
(Vermont Route 11) will hold
its September community
lunch on Thursday, Sept.
24, at 12 p.m. The menu
will be ham, cabbage,
potatoes, carrots, and
dessert. All are welcome.

A free-will offering will

be gathered. No takeout

is available. For more

information, call the church
office at 802-824-6453.

SEPT. 25 -

CLAREMONT, N.H. — The
Claremont Senior Center’s
annual cornhole tournament
will be held on Friday, Sept.
25, from 10 a.m. -2 p.m. If
you have a team and would

like to play, please call the
center at 603-543-5998 to

sign up.

SUNDAYS -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Bellows Falls Loyal Order
of Moose will be hosting

a community breakfast on
the first and third Sunday
of every month, downstairs
at the Bellows Falls Moose
Lodge, 59 Westminster
Street in Bellows Falls, from
8-10 a.m. All you can eat
for a minimal cost.

PLYMOUTH, Vt. - The
Plymouth Historical Society,
at the former Plymouth
Elementary School, will

be open every Sunday
afternoon, from 2-4 p.m.
Waitch for the “open” flag.

MONDAYS -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. — Free
Tobacco Quit class led by
Sarah Doyle, Mondays,

from 6-7 p.m., at Parks
Place, 44 School Street

Extension, Bellows Falls.
Dinner included. Call or
text Sarah at 802-289-

0045 or email sdoyle@
springfieldmed.org.

LUDLOW, Vt. — The Fletcher
Memorial Library, 88

Main Street, hosts a writers
group on the first and third
Monday of every month,
from 5-6:30 p.m. Are

you interested in sharing
your work and receiving
feedback from other
writers2 Join us. Bring three
pages to share. Hosted by
Catherine Martin. For more
information, call 802-228-
8921.

TUESDAYS -
CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Cribbage is played at the
Claremont Senior Center, 5
Acer Heights, on Tuesdays,
at 1 p.m. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Men's pool games are
played every Tuesday

and Thursday, from 9

a.m. - 12 p.m., at the
Claremont Senior Center,
5 Acer Heights. All men
are welcome. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

WEDNESDAYS -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — Every
Wednesday morning,
from 8-11 a.m., at the
Springfield VFW Post 771,
191 River Street, we get
together with fellow veterans
for coffee and donuts, and
socialize for a few hours.
All veterans of dll ages are
welcome. You do not have
to be a VFW or American
Legion member to come.
Call 802-885-6008 for

more information.

application.
Applicant: Jeffery Sterns

Cavendish, VT

Tim Calabrese

TOWN OF OF CAVENDISH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE
THE PLANNING COMMISSION

A public hearing before the Cavendish Development Review
Board (DRB)will be held at the Cavendish Town Hall On
October 7th 2026 at 6:00 PM to consider a 4 lot subdivision

Property Location: Power Plant Road

Reason For Hearing: The subdivision is considered a major
application which requires a public hearing as per the
Cavendish Subdivision Bylaws.

The above application is available for inspection at the
Cavendish Municipal Offices. Persons wishing to participate
may do so in person, be represented by an agent or an
attorney, by Zoom, or by writing to the Cavendish DRB.
Written communications about the application should be
filed with the Cavendish DRB PO Box 126 Cavendish VT
05412 either prior to, or during, the hearing. Hybrid meeting
information will be available on the agenda.

For the Cavendish DRB 9/10/2026

c/o Jeff Radel

9 Cranberry Lane, Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-310-8320
jeffradel@neroofingconsultants.com

Prospective Bidders may obtain copies of the Bidding
Documents from the Issuing Office as described

below. Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available
from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner

nor Engineer will be responsible for full or partial sets of
Bidding Documents, including addenda, if any,

obtained from sources other than the Issuing Office.

Bidding documents may be examined at the Town Manager’s
Office, 96 Main Street, Springfield, VT 05156.

Pre-bid Conference:

A pre-bid conference for the Project will be held on Thursday
September 24 at 2:00 PM at Springfield Library, 43 Main
Street, Springfield VT 05156. Attendance at the pre-bid
conference is required.

Instructions to Bidders:

For all further requirements regarding bid submittal,
qualifications, procedures, and contract award,

refer to the Instructions to Bidders that are included in the
Bidding Documents.

This Advertisement is issued by:
Owner: Town of Springfield

By: Scott Pickup

Title: Town Manager

Date: 09-09-26

+13092053325,,97886860064#,,,,*565333# US
+13126266799,,97886860064#,,,,*565333# US (Chicago)

Dial by your location
+1 309 205 3325 US
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Applicant: Randall & Mona Di Stefano

Property Owners: Randall & Mona Di Stefano

Property Address: 62 Dublin Rd.

Project: Variance & Rural Small Enterprise
within the Village Zone

Applicant: Josh Rourke, ID3 Designs

Property Owners: John & Kim Abate

Property Address: 1634 Scott Camp Rd.

Project: Addition to existing structure within the
Shoreland Overlay

Applicant: Georgiana Whalen

Property Owner:  Georgiana Whalen

Property Address: 78 Dublin Rd.

Project: Variance to add a 4x8” enclosed porch
within the Village Zone setbacks

Applicant: Plymouth Fire Department

Property Owners: Rebecca Tremblay

Russell and Abigail Hurlburt

177 Scott Terrace & 171 Scott Terrace
Install dry hydrant in Right of Way
within the Shoreland Overlay and Flood

Hazard Protection Overlay

Property Address:
Project:

TOWN OF CAVENDISH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE THE
PLANNING COMMISSION

A public hearing before the Planning Commission for the
town of Cavendish will be held at the Cavendish Town Hall
on October 7th 2026 at 6:30 PM. to consider a conditional
use application regarding the proposed improvements at 866
Main Street. A site visit to the property will be on October 7,
2026 at the above address at 4:00 PM.

Appellant: Stephanie Sheehan
Property Location: 866 Main St
Proctorsville, VT

Reason For Hearing: Proposed improvements are within the
River Corridor as defined in the Cavendish Flood Hazard
Regulations which require a Conditional Use Hearing with
the Cavendish Planning Commission.

The above application is available for inspection at

the Cavendish Municipal Offices. Persons wishing to
participate may do so in person, be represented by an agent
or an attorney, by Zoom, or by writing to the Planning
Commission. Written communications about the application
should be filed with the Cavendish Planning Commission PO
Box 126 Cavendish VT 05412 either prior to, or during, the
hearing. Hybrid meeting information will be available on the
agenda.

Tim Calabrese
Chair, Cavendish Planning Commission 9/11/2026
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BUYING/
SELLING

BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper
$3, Vintage Sports Postcards,
Comics. See our displays at
antique centers in Chester and
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available.

CLEAN OUTS +
MORE

EZ-Dump Enterprises has a 15-
yard dump ftrailer available for
rent. We're also here for heating
equipment, appliance removal,
home/storage unit clean outs,
stump grinding, and refinishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfield, Vt. area. Call/
text 802-376-1168 or email

LEGAL NOTICES

ezdump.bl@gmail.com.

ELECTRICIAN

LEVI ELECTRIC - 917-417-7880
levielectricvt.com — Trusted resi-
dential electrician with 10+ years
experience. Upgrades, lighting,
EV chargers, panels, service
calls. Proctorsville-based. Quality

FOR RENT

CHESTER, Vt. — Share home with
LGBTQ-friendly couple offering
lovely furnished space on rural
property with saltwater fish, two
dogs, chickens. $650/month.
Compatible dog considered. No
smoking. Covid vaccine required.
802-863-5625 or HomeShareV-
ermont.org for application. In-
terview, references, background

APPLY
TODAY

SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT
301 SOUTH STREET
SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT 05156
WWW.SSDVT.ORG

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR...
mmm) A MEANINGFUL CAREER

EEE)  FAMILY FRIENDLY HOURS
=) COMPETITIVE WAGES
W) EXCELLENT BENEFITS

SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS, SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS,
SPEECH LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST, CERTIFIED OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST,
REGISTERED BEHAVIORAL TECHNICIANS, PARAEDUCATORS,
SCHOOL NURSE SUBSTITUTES, CUSTODIAL STAFF AND SUBSTITUTES

NEW SUBSTITUTE PAY STRUCTURE!!

\_

OPINION POLICY

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Subject to space. May
be edited for clarity, grammatical errors, and libelous
statements. Must be kept under 400 words. Must include
name and town for publication.

POLITICAL LETTERS: Political letters are charged at
the rate of $75 for 200 words, and $0.50 per word there-
after. Political letters include endorsing, electioneering,
or campaigning for, or against, a sepcific candidate or
party. The submission must be in letter format, and may
not read as a news release. Per Vermont law, we are re-
quired to include the name and mailing address of the
person, candidate, political committee, or political party
that is paying for the communication.

All opinion pieces will be published in the opinion
section of the newspaper. Viewpoints do not necessar-
ily reflect the views of The Vermont Journal.

\
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checks required. EHO.

required. EHO.

CAVENDISH, Vt. — Senior woman
sharing beautifully situated home.
2nd floor bedroom. Plenty of out-
door storage available. Guest to
share cleaning, firewood, yard-
work. No smoking, no drugs, no
pets. Separate studio space avail-
able. Covid vaccination required.
$500/month. 802-863-5625 or
HomeShareVermont.org for ap-
plication. Interview, references,
background  checks  required.
EHO.

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. - Single-
mom offering furnished, 1st floor
studio apartment on an easy
road. Seeking responsible adult
for overnight presence, childcare,
transportation, dog  outings.
Compatible dog  considered.
Kid-friendly and dog-friendly is
a must! $700/month. 802-863-
5625 or HomeShareVermont.
org for application. Interview,

HELP WANTED

LUDLOW, Vt. — Part time sales
representative wanted to assist
area businesses in  marketing
their services in our papers, while
promoting special sections and
featured events. Must be avail-
able every Thursday and Friday.
Salary based on experience,
plus set weekly mileage com-
pensation. Room for growth of
days and territory. Please email
publisher@vermontjournal.com
or call 802-228-3600.

YARD SALE

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - Yard sale
Saturday, Sept. 26 and Sunday,
Sept. 27, 7:30-1:30. Machine

September 16, 2026 | 7

eters, carbide inserts, drills, taps,  and more.
hardware, CNC items. Don't
miss! 126 Atkinson Street, Bel-
lows Falls. CLASSIFIEDS
Start at $20 per week for

4 lines of text.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Massive yard
sale, Friday-Sunday, Sept. 25,
26, and 27, from 9 a.m. — 4 p.m.
No early birds please. 10 Royal
Street, Springfield. Electronics,
tools, tons of men and women’s
clothing, cashmere sweaters,
vintage and collectibles, jewelry,

Buy 3 get 1 Free!

Email
ads@vermontjournal.com
with your listing today

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS
e S £ F. oo!o!o%
DEPDOT HOME CENTER
HELP WANTED
Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out
GARDEN SUPPLIES, INSULATION, METAL ROOFING,
DOORS & WINDOWS, TREX DECKING IN STOCK

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. « Charlestown, NH 03603
Tel: 603-826-3251 « Fax: 603-826-5336

references, background checks shop items: vises, big microm- Open 7 Days a Week
. WATER FLUSHING NOTICE
®
Whitney VILLAGE OF LUDLOW

Blake
Company

Whitney Blake is continually growing and looking
for associates to join our team. Check us out!

We have currently have the following opportunities:
Machine Operator
Maintenance Technician
Assembly Operator

To apply, send resume to humanresources@wblake.com
9 Lovell Drive, Bellows Falls, VT 05101
https://wblake.com/company/careers/

On Wednesday, September 30, 2026 through Friday, October 2,
2026, the Village of Ludlow Water Department will be flushing
the water system and testing the fire hydrant system. The
flushing will take place each day from 7:00 AM to 3:30 PM.

Please note: The entire water system will be affected. Residents
may experience discolored water during this time. When the
flushing is complete, please be sure to let your cold water run
until your water runs clear. We appreciate your patience and
understanding while we perform our annual distribution
system maintenance.

If you have any questions, please call the Water Department at
228-8431 or the Municipal Office at 228-2842.

Thank you.

differentials of 5% and 7%.

incentives.

Position open until it is filled.

(Applications & Forms).

send application/resume:

Town of Ludlow, Vermont
Ludlow Police Department is accepting applications for a
Full-Time Patrol Officer

Seeking motivated candidates certified or certifiable (able
to enroll/attend Police Academy) in Vermont (Level

I, II, or III). Lateral transfers and out-of-state certified
officers are encouraged to apply. Competitive starting pay
$26.47-$30.96/hour depending on certification, plus shift

Excellent benefits, including health & dental insurance,
VMERS retirement, paid vacation, sick time, holidays,
uniform allowance, overtime opportunities, and training

Must be at least 18 years old, possess a valid drivers license,
pass background, physical, psychological exams, and meet
Vermont Criminal Justice Council requirements.

To apply: Submit resume, cover letter, and completed
application. Application available at www.ludlow.vt.us

Please contact Chief Jeffrey Warfle with any questions or to

Jeffrey.warfle@vermont.gov or via phone: (802) 228-4411

Town of Ludlow, Vermont
Ludlow Police Department is accepting applications for a
Full-Time Emergency Services Dispatcher

Seeking motivated candidates, either certified or able/willing
to attend dispatch training. If you feel you would be a great
fit for the Town of Ludlow, then we encourage you to apply.
Competitive starting pay: $24.01-$26.68/hour depending on
certification, plus shift differentials of 5% and 7%. Pay may be
adjusted if interested candidate has certification and years of
experience in this field.

Excellent benefits, including health & dental/life and
disability insurances, VMERS retirement, paid vacation, sick
time, holidays, uniform allowance, overtime opportunities,
and training incentives.

Must be at least 18 years old, possess a valid driver’s license,
pass background check, have excellent communication and
interpersonal skills along with the ability to problem solve in
any given situation.

Position open until it is filled.

To apply: Submit resume, cover letter, and completed
application. Application available at www.ludlow.vt.us
(Applications & Forms).

Please contact Chief Jeffrey Warfle with any questions or to
send application/resume:
Jeffrey.warfle@vermont.gov or via phone: (802) 228-4411

Art Crafts Gifts

4. BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$175 for 13 Weeks ¢ $275 for 26 Weeks ¢ $425 for 52 Weeks

(12/9/26 - 52)

OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5

tic explorer.

w/ Rob O’Brien Oct. 24
(10/07/26 -TFN - 13 )

CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM

Discover your creative side - Workshops, studio hours, youth
camps, and private events for everyone!

Ludlow, VT 802-228-8770 www.CreateTogetherVT.org

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield VT 802-885-7111 galleryvault.org

Russell Porter Retrospective July 23-Oct. 13
Born in Springfield VT on Dec. 13, 1871, Porter was a renowned
arfist, engineer, architect, carfographer, astronomer, and Arc-

An lllusion of Proximity Show by Wildlife Photographer, Steve
Costello. Show runs to Sepft. 19.

Raku Pottery w/ Andrew Berend Oct. 3 & 10
Paint the Vibrant Colors of Fall in Watercolor

Builders/Contractors

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC

Navy Seabee Veteran owned. We pride ourselves on customer
service, and getting the job done right the first fime. We are look-
ing to book up our season. Decks, custom tile shower, siding, doors,
windows, drywall, foundation repair, you name we do it. Check us
out on Instagram @nedthehammer. Ned Mortensen, cell 802-376-
3275, edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.

(03/17/27 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville.

802-558-5267.
(11/11/26 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10a.m. -5 p.m.

(08/11/27 - TFN - 52)

Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter.

MOORE MASONRY

Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls,
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates.
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.

(10/07/26 - 26)

Organic Lawn & Land Care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN

We’re Different - Our organic lawn and garden care brings
peace of mind for the family, friends and critters using your
yard. Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet,
so you can relax while we do the hard work.

Fence Installations - Expert, best-quality fence installations
with references available. Call Today!

Driveway Repairs & Drainage Work - Does your driveway need
some TLC? Call Green Bee!

We're fully insured, reliable and priced right. Reach Out Today
to secure your spot in our 2026 schedule! Phone, text or email:
802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com

(09/16/26 - 26)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including veneer,
walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 39 years ex-
perience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or stoneart42@gmail.
com or visit drcstonedesign.com.

(11/18/26 - 13)

A & J'S TREE SERVICE

No job too big or too small. Also offering general contracting.
Free Estimates & Fully Insured. “Dangerous Trees are our Spe-
cialty.” 802-376-7000.

(10/21/26 - 13)
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PROS TO KNOW

Your mortgage may be costing you more than it should

REGION - When grocer-
ies, utilities, insurance, and
everyday expenses all start
to cost more, your monthly
budget can start to feel tight.
And you’re not the only one
feeling the pinch.

The usual advice is to
spend less. But there could
be another way to save
money that you haven't
looked into yet - your
mortgage.

Depending on your loan
and the equity you've built, a
few adjustments could help
you lower your monthly ex-
penses. How? By lowering
your payment, reducing the
interest you pay, or making
the payment easier to man-
age throughout the month.

Remove a monthly cost

If you didn’t have 20% to
put down when you bought
your home, you may have
used private mortgage in-
surance (PMI) to help you
with the purchase. Fast for-
ward to today, and you may
still be paying PMI even if
you don’t need it anymore.

A refinance could help
you remove PMI from your
mortgage depending on the
loan type chosen. Without
paying PMI each month,
that could mean you have
more money in your bud-
get to cover your everyday
expenses without having to
cut everything out.

Keep in mind, refinancing
means closing costs and a
new rate. So, let’s talk about
your options to make sure a

Primel.endingm

Purchase | Refinance | Renovation

VICTORIA BLODGETT

PRODUCTION MANAGER | NMLS: 179656

@ vbprimelending.com (X vblodgett@primelending.com

802-683-8697

Home Loans Made Simple

9. a PlainsCapital Company (PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649) Equal Housing Lender.
apital Company, PrimeLend ng VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964 MB, V062323

I8 Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

BARRETT |
SVALLEY _,

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

i

$549,000 CHESTER, VT

COMEORT, SPACE & VERMONT CHARM!

refinance will improve your
overall budget, not just one
part of your payment.

Make your payment easi-
er to manage

Sometimes, it's not the
mortgage payment itself
that gives homeowners
stress. It's that an amount
that large leaving their ac-
count all at once has started
to hit their wallet harder
than it used to.

If that feeling sounds
familiar, it may be time
to consider biweekly pay-
ments. With biweekly pay-
ments, you can break your
monthly mortgage payment
into two smaller ones made
every two weeks. This can
feel easier to manage, espe-
cially if your paychecks fall
on the same schedule.

An added bonus of bi-
weekly payments is that,
if you stick to it, you can

HIGHLAND
REALTY

VERMONT & NEW HAMPSHIRE

make one extra full mort-
gage payment each year.
That means you could pay
down your loan faster and
reduce the amount of inter-
est you pay over time. Make
sure you talk to your loan
servicer about how to set
up your biweekly payment
schedule so that your pay-
ment is always completed

on time.
Let your mortgage carry
more of the load

When the cost of living
gets more expensive, you
may not have to immedi-
ately cut out all the little
things that make life fun.
First, take a look at what
your mortgage could be do-
ing better. Whether it’s re-

moving PMI to lower your
monthly payment or mak-
ing biweekly payments so
things feel more manage-
able, there’s more than one
way save with your mort-

gage.

Submitted by Victoria
Blodgett, PrimeLending,
Ludlow, Vt.

Financial workshop for
southern Vermont nonprofits

WARDSBORO, Vt. -
Nonprofit directors, staff,
and board members from
across southern Vermont
are invited to attend “Fi-
nancial ~ Strategies for
Strong Nonprofits”

The workshop, held by
Brattleboro Development

THINKING OF SELLING?

Your home may be exactly what today's

buyers are waiting for.

COMPLIMENTARY

MARKET ANALYSIS

NO OBLIGATION

| 508-813-3669

i

HighlandRealtyVT.com

8 Lane Ridge Rd. « PO. Box 832
Claremont, NH 03743

24/7 Emergency Service

R.E. HINKLEY CO., INC.

Heating Ol « Kerosene « Diesel Fuel
Propane » Air Conditioning « Plumbing
Systems Design « Installation ¢ Service

~ Fully Insured ~

www.rehinkey.com
(603) 543-3571

FIBER INSULATION ¢ ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

BUILDING &

CENTER

LAMBERT
SUPPLY CO. INC.
YOUR ONE STOP

MODERNIZING

409 Main Street * 603-542-5111
CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743

VH4NCUO0OTT <IZ0WnP=

OZ—=->mMI @ OZ—WECro

LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM

CHAVES EXCAVATING

Credit Corporation’s South-
ern Vermont Economy Proj-
ect, will take place Thursday;,
Sept. 23, from 9 a.m. - 12:30
p-m., at Wardsboro Town
Hall in Wardsboro, Vt. Find
more information at www.
brattleborodevelopment.
com/event/np-financial-
strategies.

The day begins with a
series of engaging presen-
tations covering the essen-
tials of nonprofit financial
sustainability, including
writing a business plan for
your nonprofit operation,
building budgets, develop-
ment strategies that account
for true costs and diver-
sify revenue, and aligning
your mission and income
streams for long-term orga-
nizational health.

Dani Delaini, assistant di-
rector and director of busi-
ness acceleration at Brattle-
boro Development Credit
Corporation (BDCC), will
present “Building a Business
Plan for Your Nonprofit)
with a focus on needs and
market analysis, operation-
al planning, partnerships,
and organizational struc-
tures beyond the traditional
501(c)(3), including fiscal
sponsorship, social enter-
prise models, cooperatives,
and joint ventures.

Siobhan McDermott,
of Strategic Management
Consulting, will present
“Funding for Sustainability:
Budgets and Development
Strategies” McDermott will

PR

NEW CONSTRUCTION
AND REMODELING

address how organizations
can balance fundraising
streams, develop budgets
that account for the true
costs of their work, and
build more resilient devel-
opment strategies.

Susan Still, board chair of
Main Street Arts and a re-
tired nonprofit consultant,
will present “Aligning In-
come Streams and Mission:
The Matrix,” a framework
for evaluating programs
through the dual lenses of
mission impact and finan-
cial sustainability.

Following the presenta-
tions, participants will move
into interactive, hands-on
workshops to begin apply-
ing the concepts to their
own organizations.

The event is open to non-
profit directors, staff, and
board members from across
southern Vermont, and or-
ganizations are encouraged
to send more than one par-
ticipant.

The cost of registration
includes coffee and a light
breakfast. ~ Organizations
registering two or more par-
ticipants pay a discounted
rate using discount code
TWOFER. An optional
brown-bag lunch may also
be ordered for pickup at the
conclusion of the workshop.

Anyone for whom the
registration fee would be a
barrier may contact mstal-
off@brattleborodevelop-
ment.com for a scholarship
code.

WoodWright

Contracting
JOHN WRIGHT

FOR SALE | 929 PACKER ROAD | MOUNT HOLLY
Renovated 2 Bedroom, 2 bath home on 5+ acres
with great outdoor space and views! $475,000
Easy to View-Schedule a showing today!

Call or Text Listing Agent Ty Murray
at 802-777-8047 for more information

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation
www.KelleyRealEstate.com

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand . Gravel . Stone
Shurpac - Topsoil - Fill

5,000 Ib. Hydraulic
Hammer for
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140

BRATTLEBORO, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEP APPLICATIONS
2-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only
USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.

Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-367-5252
802-367-4663

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

We do not diseri agalnst tenant on the basls of race, color, national origin, refigion,
sex, familial status, age, creed, gender Identfty, gender related characteristic or because a person intends
10 ocoupy & dwelling unit with one or more minor children or because a person Is a reciplent of public
: assistance, sexual orlentation, marital status or disability, ;;

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
fres THM is an equal opportanity provider and employer

802-228-5333 Londonderry, VT
THM A= THM
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES . E m . PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
129 Lincoln Avenue, Suite A » Manchester Center, VT 05255 . ﬂ n 129 Lincoln Avenue, Suite A » Manchester Center, VT 05255
{802) 362-4663 « Fax (802) 362-6330 « TDD 1-800-545-1833 EXT. 326 OR 175 {802) 362-4663 « Fax (802) 362-6330 « TDD 1-800-545-1833 EXT. 326 OR 175
ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS BROOKVIEW APARTMENTS

WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEPT APPLICATIONS
2-BEDROOM APARTMENTS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only
USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-362-4663
802-367-5251
Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

We do not diseri agalnst tenant appl on the basis of race, color, national orlgin, religion,
sex, familial status, age, creed, gender Identity, gender related characteristic or because a person intends
1o ocetpy & dwelling unlt with ong or more minor children or because a person Is a recipient of public

assistance, sexual orlentation, mavital status or disability, {G

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
THM is an equal opportanity provider and employer

S

@ PO Box 914.Chester.VT1.05143
© woodwrightvt@gmail.com
® 802/236.1627

NS S Lo,
S ELECTRIC 2

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com - info@llelectricservices.com

15 Barker St. Tel: 802-460-3479
Bellows Falls, VT 05101 Fax: 802-460-3480

. e
%, BEARDMORE ,o”
% PAINTING ,9

- -]
S

®

‘o

DERK BEARDMORE

beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

{,,;“‘\.

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE e

WW

Home « Auto « Farm « Business « Motorcycle - Recreational Vehicles

7190 US Route 5 - Westminster, Vermont 05158

802-463-1900 - www.greaterfallsinsurance.com
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Chester Celebrates Special Vermont Foods

Scarecrow by Gussie’s Place.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CHESTER, Vt. - There
is a new venue on the his-
toric Green in Chester this
fall. Welcome to “Chester
Celebrates Special Vermont
Foods.”

On Saturday, Sept. 19,
in an old-fashioned festive
fall atmosphere showcasing
more than two dozen scare-
crows made by local busi-
ness owners and residents,

Inn Victoria scarecrow on the Green.

There will also be other
vendors set up on the out-
skirts of the Green with
crafts, woodworking, a
spring bulb sale from
Chester Townscape, hand-
made walking sticks from
the Chester Conservation
Commission, and a pleth-
ora of fiber items created
by Vermont small and mi-
cro businesses. The Chester

PHOTO PROVIDED

open and offering cemetery
tours several times that day.
Hikes will take place on the
Brookside Trail through-
out the day, guided by
the Chester Conservation
Commission. The Whiting
Library will be holding its
annual book sale as well.

A food court in the center
of the Green will be home
to several entrepreneurs,

Chester Celebrates Special Vermont Foods festival will take place on Sept. 19, on the Chester Green.
PHOTO PROVIDED

specialty sandwiches, ta-
cos, apple pie, maple cotton
candy, and more.

This is a free event, open
from 9 am. - 4:30 p.m.,,
and offers easy walking on it.

the Green and access to all
of the businesses that frame

you have an opportunity to
meet almost 20 Vermont
food producers who make
their living creating amaz-
ing tastes to take home and
enjoy. Many of them will
be offering samples of their
products so you can try be-
fore you buy, from honey to
maple products, specialty
breads, jams, pickles, can-
dy, and hot sauces to name
a few, we are bringing the
special flavor profiles of
Vermont to you.

Historical Society will be making their own take on

© 900 AM-430 PH Aoy
@ On the Chester Green - 5779

O L R R I S N R R AR R R R I TR N A T
- - - can

Serving Central VT & NH

68 The Common 802-875-2323

BARRETT

Join us for a delicious day celebrating the unique flavors,
traditions, and treasures of Vermont!
Enjoy a fun-filled event featuring local foods, specialty
products, community spirit, and plenty of reasons to
gather with friends and family.

A IATES I Saﬂ'nkas'mllw_ Meet local _Enjoyafostwcf Fun for
SSOC S INC Yermont foods "’:ﬂ‘i’s’::s"d i atmosphere | all ages!

Bring your friends, bring your appetite, and come
- celebrate the HeaZ of Vermont's food, farms, and community.

o

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

PROUDLY SERVING CHESTER FOR 45 YEARS!

See you on the Chester Green for a day of

Food, fun, and Veunont pide!

www.barrettandvalley.com

5 e,J EWELRY : ) N\ Matilda and Ask about
/ﬁ & GIFTS @\%fﬁ[@ i Three Bears Truffle
e BT THRE]E B Tuesdays!

A Veunout Craft Faiv i a store!
Visit our new location at
102 THE COMMON, CHESTER VT
Celebrating 16 years!
www.sagejewelryvt.com

Antiques & Gifts

1

ANTIQUES
~ 5GIFTS

See you at the
Vermont Food
Festival on the
Chester Green!

26 The Common Chester Candy Company

Chester, VT
802-875-6041

at Sharon’s on the Common
80 The Common, Chester
802-875-3000

X jﬁussw S
Place

Boarding

'0

(@;m @ﬂ clovia
wfm&m)@ﬁ.\,

B
CHESTER, VT 05143

a country K9 kennel Daycare

MAIN STREET 3 WWW.INNVICTORIA.COM
802-875-4288

SETH & DANIELLE COTE
INNKEEPER@INNVICTORIA.COM

CUSTON PICTURE FRANING

[ 197 ELM STREET (802)-875-3295

802-875-3535 | 248 Elm Street | Chester, VT 05143
GussiesPlace@vermontel.net | www.GussiesPlace.com | Facebook

Kathy Barnett % i % !.g g ARAE A
- -
802-875-2044 g ATTORNEY AT LAW
s 802: ;6-95“ We On Iy Make It Obvious . 136 MaiN STreET, P.O. Box 4
°$¢0 nhl’# CHESTER, VERMONT 05143
NoMinimums / £02-875.3900 TrLEPHONE: 802.875.3434
80 THE CMN, Chester, VT N\NA Ol’l 22 Avon Road Fax: 802.875.3405

2000 EMAIL: SVAIL@ VERMONTEL.NET

¢ Sulm Chester, VT
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Claremont Brewfest & 5K on Sept. 19

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
The Claremont Brewfest &
5K returns for its 12th year
on Saturday, Sept. 19, and
youre invited to be part
of the celebration. Set in
the heart of beautiful Cla-
remont, this annual event
blends local flavor, com-
munity spirit, and award-
worthy craft beer.

From bold brews to good
beats, and a friendly 5K to
kick things off, it’s a one-
day experience with some-
thing for everyone. Wheth-
er you're here to sip, cheer,
or sample everything in
between, Brewfest is a can't-
miss event for the region.

The “Back to the Brew-
fest” 5K

The 11th annual Brewfest
5K will start at 11:30 a.m.,
registration will begin at
9:30 a.m. Please note this
is a new start time. Parking
for racers is at Barnes Park
on North Street in Clare-
mont.

Kick off the day at the Claremont Brewfest 5K.

This is a challenging 5K
course with several big hills.
The race will start at Barnes
Park on North Street, and
finish at the Claremont
Brewfest entrance at the
visitors center on North
Street. A brief awards cer-
emony will be held at the
visitors center shortly after
the conclusion of the race.
Age group winners will
receive a commemorative
Claremont Brewfest pint
glass.

Lace up, run strong, and
finish with a cold one. The
5K is sponsored by Crown
Point Cabinetry.

Claremont Brewfest

Join the Claremont Ki-
wanis Brewfest event at the
Green, at the Claremont
visitor center, 14 North
Street. The event will fea-
ture more than 30 New
England brewers pouring
everything from micro-
brews to shandies, ciders,
and more.

PHOTO PROVIDED

A special VIP hour be-
gins at 12 p.m. This grants
ticket holders with early
access to the event for rare
pours, a live acoustic set,
small bites, and one-on-
one time with brewers. The
gate for general admission
opens at 1 p.m. The last
serve is at 4 p.m.

Don't forget to vote for
the Battle of the Brews com-
petition. You vote on your
favorites, and one brewery
takes home the trophy for
various categories. Live
music and food trucks will
be enjoyed throughout af-
ternoon.

This is a 21 and over
event. Bring your ID and
your best beer-loving crew.
Good beer, great people, all
for a cause. All proceeds
of the Claremont Brewfest
go to the Kiwanis Club of
Claremont and are used to
support the children of the
greater Claremont area.

The Claremont Kiwanis
Club is the local chapter of

LUNDGREN

Subaru of Claremont

SUBARU A family run business since 1964

Come by for an experience worth the trip.

603-542-9966
152 Charlestown Rd, Claremont, NH 03743
www.lundgrensubaruofclaremont.com

rozcaplan@century21highview.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Claremont Kiwanis Brewfest features over 30 brewers, games, music, food, and fun.
PHOTO PROVIDED

the Kiwanis International
organization. Kiwanis is a
global network of volun-
teers dedicated to chang-
ing the world one child at
a time. Through annual
fundraisers including bell
ringing in the winter, Our
BIG Kiwanis Auction in
the spring, and the An-
nual Brewfest & 5K in the
fall, the organization is able
to support many youth-
driven needs in the com-
munity, including Kiwanis
Cares; Alstead flood relief;
scholarships for graduat-
ing Stevens High School,
Newport High School, Fall
Mountain High School,

ROZ CAPLAN

Broker-Owner

0. 603-542-7766
C. 603-477-3766

www.century21highview.com
42 Summer Street
Claremont, NH 03743

and Sunapee seniors; Camp
Sunshine for terminally ill
children; Special Olympics;
Davis C. Hemingway Me-
morial Foundation; Kurn
Hattin School; Relay for
Life; Claremont Savings
Bank Community Center
scholarships; and so much
more.

Brewfest thanks all of
their sponsors who help
make this event happen.

Platinum sponsors: Cla-
remont Savings Bank, Cla-
remont Glassworks, Clover
Creative Group, Ford of
Claremont, LaValley Build-
ing Supply, Preferred Build-
ing Systems, Mascoma
Bank, and National Field
Representatives.

Gold sponsors: Bank of
New Hampshire, Town &
Country Realty, Buckley &
Zopf Attorneys at Law, Ed-
ward Jones, Loves Bedding
& Furniture, and Townline
Equipment.

Silver sponsors: AEC
Heating & Air Condition-
ing, Allard’s Portable Toi-
lets, Avery Insurance, The

Barn Cafe, BeMobile, Blanc
& Bailey Construction, De-
camp Waste Services, RE
Hinkley, Title Mortgage
Solution LLC, Black River
Produce, Tremont House
of Pizza, Wayne McCutch-
eon Associates, Ink Fac-
tory, Jiffy Mart, NV Septic
Service, Key Chevy GMC,
Linzer Products Corp.,
Maki Financial, Savings
Bank of Walpole, and Tasco
Security.

Bronze sponsors: E.
Brown Electric, Hirsch So-
lutions, Huberts, Kennett
Electrical Services LLC,
Lake Sunapee Region VNA
& Hospice, Doolittle’s Print
Serve, Maurice Enterprises,
Maurice’s Auto-Truck-
Trailer, Larocque Electric,
Moote Property Manage-
ment, Sullivan County ATV
Club, United Construction,
Walker Electric, and Ruger.

Band sponsor: East-
ern Propane and Oil. Tent
sponsor: Roofing & Con-
struction LLC. Porta potty
sponsor: Key Chevrolet
Buick GMC. Gate sponsor:
Farm Family Insurance.

“Growing Quality Since 1956”

Produce
Bakery-Deli

~

i»

Veteran
Owned &
Operated

Garden Center

Irving Gas

802-722-3395 - Toll Free 877-722-3395
6023 US Route 5, Westminster, VT
www.allenbrothersfarms.com

JACQUES LOCKS
SALON AND SPA, LLC
HALOTHERAPY - Book The Salty Side for better
respiratory health

Andrea Jacques,
Owner/Curl Mistress

603-543-0336
312 Washington St,

MORNINGSIDE
Service Station

* Custom Exhaust with Warranty
* Full Service Repair Facility

\Clqremont, NH

Kaylee Clough, Stylist/

16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH

- (603) 543-3166

Salads

Gourmet Pizzas

Grinders Pasta

603-863-2900 | 7 S Main St, Newport, NH

NOBODY HAS MORE INVENTORY!

Ford of Claremont
FordOfClaremont.com 603-542-9800

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS

Monday 9-3
Tuesday 8-5
Wednesday 8-6
Thursday 8-5

Friday 8-5
Saturday 8-12
CLOSEDIDATLYS12:1

DI ST | RGN | 603-543-0550

Okemo Valley introduces fall fohage train, fall festival

REGION - The Okemo
Valley Regional Chamber
of Commerce is excited to
announce the launch of a
brand-new autumn attrac-
tion, the Okemo Valley Fall
Foliage Train & Pop Up
Fall Festival, taking place
Oct. 3 and 4. This vibrant
new event joins the region’s
beloved Okemo Valley
Holiday Express, return-
ing Dec. 19 and 20, creat-
ing a two-season lineup of
scenic rail experiences for
families, visitors, and rail
enthusiasts.

The fall foliage train
invites guests to step into
Vermont’s most iconic sea-
son aboard a vintage rail-

car, offering nearly
an hour of scenic
mountain views, bril-
liant color, and old-
fashioned rail charm.
The train departs
from Ludlow, Vt.,
running six times
daily, at 9 a.m., 10:30
am., 12 p.m. 1:30
p.m., 3 p.m., and 4:30
p.m., on both days.
Surrounding the rail
experience is a lively
pop-up fall festival,
featuring local food,
Vermont  artisans,
seasonal treats, and
cozy autumn tradi-
tions that celebrate
the best of the region.

The Okemo Valley foliage train will run Oct. 3 and 4.

C: Steel Wheels Photography

The chamber’s signa-
ture winter event, the
Okemo Valley Holiday
Express, returns just
weeks later. Depart-
ing from the historic
Chester Depot, this
magical, one-hour
ride offers families a
joyful winter journey
through ~ Vermont’s
snow-covered  coun-
tryside. Guests meet
Santa and his elves
aboard the train, with
departures at 9 a.m.,
11 am, 1 p.m, 3 p.m,,
and 5 p.m., on Dec. 19
and 20.

“With the addition
of the fall foliage train

PHOTO BY STEEL WHEELS PHOTOGRAPHY

and pop-up fall festival,
Okemo Valley is building
a seasonal rail tradition
that captures the beauty
and spirit of Vermont in
both autumn and winter,
said the Okemo Valley Re-
gional Chamber of Com-
merce. “These experiences
bring together scenic rail,
local culture, and family-
friendly fun in a way that
truly reflects our region.”

Both events are hosted in
partnership with Vermont
Rail System. Tickets for
both the fall foliage train
and Holiday Express are
available at www.okemov-
alleychamber.simpletix.
com.
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Chester Festival returns Sept. 19 and 20

OUR NEW
LOCATION!

AT GATEWAY FIELD

LUDLOW/RUTLAND —3

ENTRANCE

ohin

GREEN MOUNTAIN
UNION HIGH SCHOOL

CHESTER
FESTIVUAL

The Chester Festival will take place at Gateway Field.

CHESTER, Vt. - Back
for its 52nd year, the Ches-
ter Festival is presented
by Chester Community
Events Inc., a nonprofit
organization dedicated to
promoting a positive im-
age of the Chester com-
munity and supporting its
local agriculture and artis-
tic roots. For the first time,
this two-day family event
will be held in one conve-
nient location at Gateway
Field, 637 Vermont Route
103 North in Chester, Vt.,
on Sept. 19 and 20.

The event brings the
community together to
discover and support local

PHOTO PROVIDED

talent, featuring a vibrant
marketplace of handmade
artisan goods, live music,
and family entertainment.
Attendees can enjoy inter-
active demonstrations, face
painting, and wagon rides,
while supporting commu-
nity nonprofits that will be
cooking up delicious food,
hosting raffles, and selling
merchandise to fund their
missions.

The committee wishes
to thank our many donors

and volunteers. Without
your dedicated support
this event would not be
what it is today.

The Chester Festival will

Fundraising
booth to improve
Lovers Lane Park

CHESTER, Vt. - Local
families and community
members are coming to-
gether this fall to support
and fundraise for improve-
ments to Chester’s Lovers
Lane Park playground and
baby pool area.

A fundraising booth will
be held at the Chester Festi-
val on Sept. 19 and 20, locat-
ed this year in the field next
to the American Legion.
Festivalgoers are invited to
stop by, learn more about
the community-led effort,
and participate in a raffle
featuring prizes donated by
local businesses.

Raffle prizes will include
gift baskets from the Ches-
ter Candy Company, Sage
Jewelry, Sugar Bob’s Finest
Kind, and Black River Pro-
duce; gift cards from Salon
2000, Eclipse, Southern Pie
Cafe, Fullerton Inn, Body
and Sole Wellness, Twin
Falls Training Center, End-
less Creations, and ‘Cured
by Mikhayla; and local ex-
periences including a mini
photoshoot  from Tegan
Coley Photography, a riding
lesson from Savage Farm,
and a guitar setup from
Scott Macdonald.

Proceeds from the fun-
draiser will go toward en-
hancing the Lovers Lane
Park, with an initial focus
on new playground equip-
ment, and improvements
and new features to the baby
pool area.

The effort began with
conversations among lo-
cal parents and commu-
nity members about how to
make the park safer, more
engaging, and more enjoy-
able for Chester’s youngest

tions and grants, organize
fundraisers, and ultimately
bring the vision to life.

“We want to make our
hometown park better for
our littles,” said local resi-
dent Kendra Lewis. “This
is really about bringing the
community together to
create a place where fami-
lies can play, gather, and
make memories for years to
come.”

Community members are
encouraged to visit the fun-
draising booth during the
Chester Festival, purchase
raffle tickets, and learn more
about how they can get in-
volved. Local businesses
and residents interested
in contributing donations,
fundraising ideas, or other
support efforts are also en-
couraged to participate.

For more information or
to get involved with the park
improvement effort, contact
Lewis at jokinen740@gmail.
com.

@I]H{IE@TE
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WWW.CHESTERFESTIVAL.ORG

Don’t miss the Chester Festival, featuring over 100 arfisans.

be held on Saturday, Sept.
19, from 9 am. - 5 p.m,,
and Sunday, Sept. 20, from
9 am. - 4 p.m,, at Gateway
Field, next to American Le-
gion Post 67, 637 Vermont
Route 103 North, Chester,
Vt. Entrance to the festival
is free, and parking is on
site with volunteers direct-
ing traffic.

Proceeds from this an-
nual event directly support
local causes and commu-
nity needs, and are also put
right back into making this
great event what it is today.
To learn more or donate,
please visit www.chester-
festival.org.

The festival will feature
live music from a variety of
local performers. The mu-
sic schedule is as follows.

Saturday, Sept. 19: 9-10
a.m., Paul Ippolito; 10:30

am. - 12:30 p.m., The
Speckers; 1-3 p.m., Jer-
miah Allen Band; and

3:30-5 p.m., Tuff Luv. A
veterans benefits and en-
rollment event will also be
held throughout the day at
American Legion Post 67,

PHOTO PROVIDED

from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 20: 9-10
am., JohnnyO; 10:30
am. - 12:30 p.m., Rust &
Ruin; and 1-4 p.m., Sam-
myB. Opening weekend
with  Green Mountain
Softball League at Mack-
enzie Field will also be held
throughout the day, from 9
a.m. - 6 p.m.

Opal Raven Cirque and
Crossover Cloggers will
also showcase their talents.

Both days will feature fun
family events, such as hay
wagon rides, face painting
with Rachael, face painting
with Evie, glitter freckles
with Nichole, tinsel fairy
hair with Emily, balloon
fun with Linda, and chair
massages with Amanda.

The festival will also fea-
ture live artist demonstra-
tions, such as basket mak-
ing with Susan Langley,
knife making with Keith
Barthelmes, wool roving
with Liz Willis, wooden
sword assembly with Joe
Chabot, lathe turning
with Ned Mortensen, wa-
tercolor painting with Jo-

(802) 875-5555
60 Main St, Chester, VT

(802) 463-3895

R
Sandri

CONVENIENCE STORES

809 Rockingham Rd, Bellows Falls, VT

(802) 228-8662
224 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

(802) 387-2234
2536 US-5, Putney, VT

JESSICA SAMPLES
Realtor®
jessicasamples@masiello.com

THE
MASIELLO
= (o]V}

REALTOR'

Cell:

Office:

802.376.2739
603.352.5433

@ An Independently Owned
and Operated Franchise.

69A Island Street, Suite 3
Keene, NH 03431

Cannab|s has'not been analyzed or; approvedlby the
Adm|n|strat|on (FDA) Foruse by, |nd|V|duals 21 WEELS
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anna Alix,
creation with Community more.

Live music, food vendors, and craf'ters all fill the festival.
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interactive art Art Garden, and so much

MARIA'S
MEXICAN
FOOD

802.345.9241 | Mzacarias.10@gmail.com
571VT-103, Chester | Next to One Credit Union
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

Our Own \‘
Maple Syrup &
Member VMSMA &=

Mitch’s NT ’
via

Pure Vermont Maple!

Southern Vermont’s
Largest Antique
Center

20,000 sq. ft.
showcasing antiques,
quality collectibles,
furniture, jewelry, folk
art, primitives and home
decorating accents. Dealers
welcome. Be a part of
the most active center in
Southern Vermont.

Open 7 Days a Week, 10-5

802-875-4477
557 Vermont Route 103 South, Chester, VT
shac @vermontel.net

CHARLIE RECORD
802-875-3702 recordconcrete@yahoo.com

Services April 1 - December 1

RECORD CONCRETE INC.

QUALITY WORK SINCE 1971

* Slabs PO BOX 574
e Foundations 25 TOWN FARM ROAD
* Floors CHESTER, VT 05143

ATTORNEY AT LAW
. 136 MaiN STreET, P.O. Box 4

CHESTER, VERMONT 05143
TELEPHONE: 802.875.3434
Fax: 802.875.3405

EMAIL: SVAIL@ VERMONTEL.NET

residents. The group is now
working to build a broader
community committee to
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Vermont

WITH HEAT PUMPS!
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OIL PRICES GOT YOU DOWN?

w heat your home FOR LESS THAN 1/2 THE PRICE OF OIL

Coleman Plumbing & Heating Inc - 802.875.3644

Serving Southern Vermont and NH since 1991

Chester Disc Golf

celebrates 10 years

CHESTER, Vt. - Disc
golf arrived on the scene
in Chester in midsummer
2016, when the Chester
Disc Golf Course was first
established. Led by Ches-
ter resident Gary King,
the course has been main-
tained by a dedicated core
group of volunteers ever
since. Starting as a nine-
hole course, it quickly ex-
panded to a full 18-hole
layout in 2018, when a
league was also formed. In
anticipation of the course’s
10th year, the club installed
18 new Innova DISCatcher
PRO28 baskets, a great im-
provement for the course.

A diverse
group of abili-
ties and char-
acters meet
regularly  on
Sundays, at
10 am. and
Thursdays, at 5
p.m., for league
rounds. All are
welcome  for
league rounds,
or to try a ca-
sual round; disc
golf is fun for
all ages, low
cost, and easy
to learn and
improve quick-
ly.

Chester Disc Golf.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Londonderry Conservation

to host beaver expert

LONDONDERRY, Vt. -
Beavers are builders of
dams, lodges, ponds, and
wetlands — and pluggers of
culverts. The Londonderry
Conservation Commission
is offering a lively
talk about beavers
by naturalist and
wildlife rehabilita-
tor Patti Smith, of
the Bonnyvale En-
vironmental Educa-
tion Center. Shelll
talk about these re-
markable animals,
how to resolve the
conflicts their activ-
ities can cause, and
how people in some
Vermont communi-
ties are working to

create beaver harmony.
This presentation is for
all ages and will include a
Q&A session that every-
one can join. It will take
place on Thursday, Sept.

%

Patti Smlth in the fleld

24, at 5:30 p.m., at the li-
brary of the Flood Brook
School in Londonderry.

Smith is the author
of “The Beavers of Pop-
ples Pond,” an account
of years spent
closely observing
a colony of bea-
vers in Marlboro,
Vt. As a licensed
wildlife  reha-
bilitator, Smith
has raised many
orphaned mam-
mals, including
beavers.  This
program is sup-
ported by a grant
from the Broad
Reach Founda-
tion.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Birding on the Farm

workshop —

PUTNEY, Vt. - The
Cheshire County Con-
servation District
(CCCD), in partnership
with the Monadnock
Nature and Bird Club,
USDA Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Ser-
vice, Windham County
Natural Resources Con-
servation District, Mo-
nadnock Outdoors, and
Southeastern ~ Vermont
Audubon Society, are
excited to continue the
popular Birding on the
Farm workshop series.

Join us for an exciting
opportunity to bird on
farms throughout our
region on Tuesday, Sept.
22, from 7-9 a.m. Learn
new skills and about
wildlife conservation on
the farm. We will meet
and park at the Cow
Barn, 6 Putney School
Road, Putney, Vt. It is
right off of Houghton
Brook Road and easy to
see.

Participants will learn

about farm habitat
dynamics for birds,
habitat management,
wildlife conservation
on the farm, farm
conservation  ease-
ments and their im-
portance in support-
ing local agriculture
and wildlife, as well
as species identifi-
cation from experi-
enced bird guides.
This workshop se-
ries is open to birders
and enthusiasts of all
skill levels. Partici-
pants should bring
binoculars with them, ex-
tras may be available, and
weather-appropriate attire
and boots. Please note that
we will take stops for dis-
cussion and observation.
The workshops are free,
and registration is required
at  www.cheshireconser-
vation.org/event-details/
birding-on-the-farm-the-
putney-school. For more
information or assistance in
online registration, please

Birding on the Farm.

PHOTO PROVIDED

contact CCCD at 603-904-
3011 or info@cheshirecon-
servation.org.

Please note that pets and
service animals are not al-
lowed at Birding on the
Farm workshops due to
food safety regulations on
working farms.

This event was partially
funded through a grant
from the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation’s Long
Island Sound Futures Fund.

Vermont 50 Kids Free Fun
Runs, Mountain Bike Rides

BROWNSVILLE, Vt. -
Join us Saturday, Sept.
26, from 12-4 p.m., at
Ascutney Outdoors, 450
Ski Tow Road, Browns-
ville, Vt., for the 17th
annual Vermont 50 Kids
Free Fun Trail Runs and
Mountain Bike Rides.

Mountain bike rides

begin at 2 p.m., trail runs
start at 2:45 p.m. Choose
from half-mile, 1-mile, or
2-mile courses. Helmets are
required for all bike riders.
Free for children 14 and
under. Donations to Ver-
mont Adaptive are appreci-
ated.
Online registration is

open through Friday, Sept.
25, at 12 p.m. Walk-up reg-
istration and bib pickup are
available Saturday, from
12-1:45 p.m., at the Big
Tent.

For more information,
and to register, visit www.
vermont50.com/kids-fun-
run.
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