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Puzzle page winner
Congratulations to Jayda Golden, of Andover, for 

winning our puzzle page contest drawing! Jayda has 
selected the $75 gift certificate to New American Grill. 
Look out for our next puzzle page contest in our Sept. 
9 paper for your next chance to win. 

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – 
What began as an idea to 
bring neighbors together 
turned into a celebration 
that filled Depot Street with 
music, dancing, laughter, 
and an estimated 250-300 
onlookers and attendees 
throughout the evening.
  “A MidSummer Night’s 

Salsa,” hosted by Planet 
Axis, brought people from 
Proctorsville and commu-
nities near and far together 
for an unforgettable night 
of dancing in the streets.
  Leading the dancing were 

Julia and Jano Rix, of Em-
bodied Arts by Rix, who 
welcomed dancers of all ex-
perience levels with simple 
instruction, encourage-
ment, and plenty of positive 
energy. What began with a 
beginner class quickly grew 
into a packed dance floor 
that continued well into the 
evening.
  The highlight of the 

night was a spirited Rueda 
de Casino, a large circle 
dance that brought dozens 
of dancers together at once. 
Surrounded by the music 
and an enthusiastic crowd, 
Jano Rix took a moment to 
reflect on the experience.
  “I’ve never seen anything 

like it in my years of teach-
ing. Dancing in the streets, 
the freedom, the connec-
tion. This is how dancing 
should be.” Both instructors 
expressed their amazement 
at the turnout and the en-
thusiasm of the community.
  The Proctorsville Fire 

Department helped make 
the evening possible, bring-
ing two trucks to assist with 
closing Depot Street and 
keeping the event safe while 
the community took over 
the roadway.
  For many, the evening 

was about more than learn-
ing salsa; it was about see-
ing their community in a 

different light.
  “I have lived here all my 

life, and I have never seen 
so many smiles and heard 
so much laughter in one 
place. It was a time,” said 
Proctorsville resident Chris 
Winot.
  Planet Axis organizers 

Wendy Reynolds and Stefan 
Beaumont expressed their 
gratitude to everyone who 
helped bring the event to 
life, from the dancers and 
instructors, to SuperRoast-
ed Coffee Co., volunteers, 
emergency personnel, the 
Town of Cavendish, and 
the Cavendish Community 
Fund that supported the 
evening.
  “We are incredibly grate-

ful to everyone who showed 
up and made this happen,” 
said Reynolds and Beau-
mont. “It was amazing to 
watch Depot Street trans-
form into a place where 
people could simply be to-

gether, dance, laugh, and 
enjoy one another. This was 
truly a community effort.”
  For one summer evening, 

Depot Street became more 

than a road. It became a 
dance floor, a gathering 
place, and a reminder of 
what can happen when a 
community comes together.

  And, judging by the 
smiles, laughter, and packed 
dance floor, Proctorsville 
may not be finished danc-
ing yet.

“A MidSummer Night’s Salsa” draws hundreds to 
the streets of Proctorsville

Salsa dancers in the streets of Proctorsville during “A MidSummer Night’s Salsa.”
PHOTO PROVIDED

BRIDGEWATER, Vt. –
As of Wednesday, Aug. 
12, Vermont Route 100 is 
closed at the Bridge 116 
project site to accommo-
date bridge replacement 
work. The closure is ex-
pected to last 40 days.
  For the northbound de-

tour, at Plymouth Union, 

take Vermont Route 100A 
North to Bridgewater Cor-
ners, then turn west onto 
U.S. Route 4 to reach West 
Bridgewater.
  For the southbound de-

tour, follow the reverse 
route: U.S. Route 4 East 
to Vermont Route 100A 
South.

Bridge 116 in Bridgewater 
now closed

Map showing the Bridge 116 road closure and detours.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BY PAULA BENSON

MANCHESTER CEN-
TER, Vt. – The seventh 
annual Green Mountain 
Bluegrass and Roots fes-
tival (GMBR) in Hunter 
Park, Manchester Center, 
Vt., brought visitors from 
around the U.S. to immerse 
themselves in four days of 
Americana, folk, and blue-
grass music.
  The performers over the 

course of the four-day, fam-
ily-friendly festival, held be-
tween Aug. 13-16, included 
some well-known artists of 
the genre, like headliners 
Watchhouse, I’m With Her, 
and Vermont-born singer 
and musician Dan Tymin-
ski. A much-anticipated 
10-year reunion of Cahlen 
Morrison and Eli West was 
just one highlight of the 
event.
  In addition to the packed 

musical lineup across three 
stages, attendees were en-
couraged to camp in one of 
three camping areas. A va-
riety of local food and craft 
booths, Vermont craft beer, 

wine, and spirits, a kids’ cor-
ner, and daily community 
experiences like dance and 
yoga classes were part of the 
festivities.
  By Saturday afternoon, 

RVs were crowded in the 
Hunter Park South camping 
area, and families cooled off 
in a small swimming hole 
just off site in the Battenkill 

River. Camp chairs lined up 
in front of the main stage 
staking out space in antici-
pation of the evening’s per-
formances, but a good-sized 
crowd sat in the sunshine, 
listening to the day’s main 
stage artists.
  Jill and John Turpin, the 

festival’s promoters, share 
a passion for bluegrass, the 

artists, and the communal 
experience of a music fes-
tival. The stated mission of 
GMBR is “Community. Col-
laboration. Inspiration.”
  “Since the first bluegrass 

festivals were introduced 
in the ‘60s, loyal fans of the 
music have gathered, often 
with campers and folding 
chairs in tow, to listen to old-
school and new-school pick-
ers play,” reads the GMBR 
mission statement. “Be-
yond the pure talent repre-
sented by these performers, 
there was a rapport, a clear 
and special bond that they 
shared, that was evident to 
all who were lucky enough 
to bear witness to one of 

these special collaborations. 
Our mission is to help bring 
together the titans of today’s 
bluegrass, roots, and Ameri-
cana music, both known 
and unknown, and provide 
them with a fertile field that 
will foster nothing short of 
a new golden era of musical 
collaboration.”
  That was the energy of the 

day, evident in the crowds 
of festivalgoers gathered in 
cheerful groups, reuniting 
with old friends, laughing, 
sharing an appreciation 
of Americana music, and 
enjoying a gorgeous Au-
gust day among the Green 
Mountains of southern Ver-
mont.

Bluegrass in the Green Mountains

Eli West performing at GMBR.
PHOTO BY PAULA BENSON

CORRECTION: 
In the July 29 edition of The Vermont Journal, in the 

“Londonderry hears from post office building owners, 
general office manager article postponed indefinitely” 
meeting coverage, it was reported that the Londonder-
ry municipal tax rates were “lowered” using surplus 
funds from the past two years. More accurately stated, 
the town used money from the general fund to reduce 
the amount by which the 2026-2027 municipal tax 
rate will increase, from 75 cents to 70 cents.
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Windsor Counties since 1984.
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www.barrsbuilders.com
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Late July – September

ANDOVER, Vt. – Cryp-
tids in the Mountains is a 
cryptozoology conference 
happening in beautiful An-
dover, Vt. On Aug. 29 and 
30, you can come listen to 
speakers, shop at local ven-
dor tents, enjoy documenta-
ries, have a tasty bite to eat, 
play some trivia, and even 
win some raffles.
  Cryptids in the Mountains 

will be taking place at The 
Inn Between & Which Way 
Tavern, 1834 Simonsville 

Road in Andover, Vt. Satur-
day will begin at 9 a.m. and 
conclude at 6 p.m. Cryptid 
trivia will begin at 6:30 p.m., 
in the tavern. Sunday will 
begin at 9 a.m. and conclude 
at 5:30 p.m. Our speakers 
include names like Ronny 
LeBlanc, who was on Travel 
Channel’s “Expedition Big-
foot.”
  Cryptozoology is the 

study of hidden animals. 
You might know the more 
famous cryptids, like Big-

foot, Mothman, and the 
Loch Ness monster – 
Vermont even has our 
beloved Champ, the Lake 
Champlain monster – but 
there are so many more. 
There are legends of these 
creatures all around the 
world, and events like 
this one help expand that 
knowledge and culture to 
local areas. We have a lot 
to discover on our planet. 
Some creatures are just 
still hiding.

Cryptids in the 
Mountains

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Okemo Valley Women’s 
Club (OVWC) will hold 
its annual fundraising 
Yard and Bake Sale on 
Saturday, Aug. 22, from 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m., on the 
lawn in front of the Oke-
mo Mountain School, 53 
Main Street in Ludlow, 
Vt.
  The Okemo Valley 

Women’s Club is a lo-
cal organization which 
supports the local com-
munity through several 
ongoing projects, in-

cluding a local high school 
scholarship, a statewide 
scholarship to assist women 
returning to the workplace, 
an educational magazine 
donated to local schools, 
and help for local families 
to provide for their chil-
dren during the holidays. 
OVWC focuses on national 
and international issues 
such as food insecurity, sex-
ual abuse, and crisis, and 
supports several national 
and international organiza-
tions through volunteerism 
and donation.

  The yard and bake sale is 
one of several annual fun-
draising activities which 
the club holds to benefit its 
many community projects. 
The support it receives for 
these events benefits the en-
tire community. 
  The Okemo Valley Wom-

en’s Club is a General Fed-
eration of Women’s Clubs 
(GFWC) club. GFWC is an 
international women’s orga-
nization dedicated to com-
munity improvement by en-
hancing the lives of others 
through volunteer service.

Okemo Valley Women’s 
Club Yard and Bake Sale

WOODSTOCK, Vt. – A 
new report from Mountain 
Views Supervisory District 
(MVSD) tallies the cost to 
taxpayers of withholding 
Vermont State Government 
approval for the district’s 
previously approved, shov-
el-ready plans to replace its 
failing middle school and 
high school building at a 
cost of $21 million by 2029. 
The report was prepared 
by MVSD’s new director 
of finance and operations, 
Mary Henry, a veteran of 30 
years in finance and educa-
tion and a longtime protege 
of recently retired District 
Finance Director James 
Fenn.
  According to the Vermont 

secretary of education, Zoie 
Saunders, the state cannot 
approve any district for 

school construction aid un-
til the program rules for the 
appropriation of state con-
struction grants have been 
written and adopted – even 
though grants of up to 30% 
of construction costs were 
defined with the passage of 
Act 170 in June. Legislators 
deferred establishing such 
rules within the content of 
Act 170, instead passing the 
task of rulemaking to the 
Vermont Agency of Edu-
cation (AOE). The AOE 
has stated that the process 
could take up to three years.
  An initial project esti-

mate prior to a first bond 
vote, defeated by voters in 
2024, came to $100 mil-
lion. By March 2026, when 
voters resoundingly ap-
proved a second bond to 
finance the rebuild, infla-

tion had raised the cost for 
the project by a full 12%, to 
$112 million. Calculating 
inflation increases at 6% 
annually, the same rebuild 
project would reach a cost 
of $133.39 million by 2029, 
the report said, or a 33% in-
crease from 2024.
  The study also calculat-

ed the cost to taxpayers of 
repairs and equipment re-
placements needed to keep 
the school open over the 
next five years, basing esti-
mates on a statewide AOE 
Schools Facilities Assess-
ment prepared by Bureau 
Veritas for the State of Ver-
mont in 2023. That study 
concluded that the Wood-
stock Union High School 
and Middle School build-
ing “has reached the end of 
its useful or serviceable life. 

Renewal is now necessary.”
  Over the past five years, 

the district has spent $5 
million to address imme-
diate facility repairs and 
equipment replacements. 
Projecting another five 
years into the future, the 
district’s capital improve-
ment plan estimates that 
work to keep the building 
operating will exceed $13 
million.
  Finally, the new MVSD 

report considers the ad-
ditional costs likely if por-
tions or all of the existing 
building become unsus-
tainable, forcing the use of 
temporary student class-
room facilities – trailer 
classrooms – that would be 
placed on the football field 
(ultimately the site of the 
new school). Total cost to 

taxpayers of such tempo-
rary classrooms is estimat-
ed at $2.4 million.
  “While the proposed $13 

million in facility improve-
ments addresses what we 
see as immediate needs 
over the next five years, 
there’s nothing about such 
expenditures that changes 
the fact that our building 
has reached the end of its 
useful life,” said Henry. 
“Furthermore, it’s impor-
tant for taxpayers to recog-
nize that under Vermont’s 
new school-construction 
funding formula, the fi-
nancial impact of our situ-
ation is shared statewide. 
This is a statewide funding 
issue, not just a Woodstock 
issue.”
  To prevent the scenario 

defined in the new report, 

MVSD’s plans include 
working with both legis-
lators and the governor’s 
office to seek immediate 
preliminary approvals that 
would allow the new con-
struction to begin without 
the possible loss of state 
construction funding later, 
said Keri Bristow, MVSD 
chair. “The district has re-
minded legislators and the 
AOE that it has worked in 
compliance with Vermont’s 
government at multiple 
levels to replace its crum-
bling school for a decade,” 
said Bristow. “The school 
building is now one of the 
worst cases of facility de-
terioration in Vermont by 
the state’s own 2023 assess-
ments – and that’s a long 
and expensive three years 
ago.”

MVSD analysis shows cost 
of government inaction

Gov. Scott,

  On Aug. 12, the construc-
tion project for the replace-
ment of the bridge on Route 
100 began.

  As of day 3 of construc-
tion, as expected, we are 
down over 10% in sales as 
compared to 2025. As a re-
sult, the state has lost tax 
revenue on 10% of sales, the 

Town of Plymouth has lost 
10% in tax dollars due to 
less traffic, and we are going 
to shorten hours at Chloe’s 
Market. Our employees will 
suffer due the closures and 
lost wages as well.
  All the elected officials 

are continuing to lament the 
loss of jobs, cost of housing, 
and lost revenue. This proj-
ect is a prime example of 
how the Vermont Agency of 
Transportation (VTrans) has 
adversely affected the local 
economy, and of its utter dis-
respect for the hardworking 
people of Vermont.
  Vermont is bleeding popu-

lation, has the highest educa-
tion taxes in the country for 
the lowest number of stu-
dents, and continues to fail 
to support those residents 
who are the lifeblood of 
revenue in the state. These 
types of projects continue to 
contribute to the increase of 

unaffordability in Vermont, 
as the ripple effect of cutting 
of access to one of the most 
traversed highways in the 
state during peak tourism is 
now having extreme conse-
quences.
  As you all know, this 

project proceeded against 
the united vocal opposition 
and concerns of residents in 
Plymouth, Killington, and 
other surrounding towns. I 
will be sending out an email 
every day to show how this 
project has adversely affect-
ed local businesses.
  Not only will the State of 

Vermont be losing tax reve-
nue because of reduced sales 
at the store, but I also have 
employees who now must 
shell out hundreds of dollars 
more to navigate the detour 
that has been put in place. 
Some may not even be able 
to get to work because of lack 
of transportation.

  So much for this legislature 
looking out for the working 
class. If this was in Wood-
stock, all hell would break 
loose. Residents and visitors 
have been coming into the 
store by the dozens express-
ing their anger and disgust 
with the Vermont Agency of 
Transportation.
  As a reminder of how this 

all came to be: In Fall 2024, 
during a selectboard meet-
ing at the Town of Plym-
outh’s offices, representatives 
from Vermont Agency of 
Transportation presented a 
plan to repair bridges in the 
area. One of the major con-
cerns raised was that there 
were no plans to have a one-
lane access put in place dur-
ing construction. Not one 
of the representatives even 
considered this matter. We 
were told that VTrans would 
come back with a more com-
prehensive plan to address 
our concerns.
  This closure will cause se-

vere damage to workers at 
the store, who cannot drive 
and depend on local rides to 
get to the workplace.
  We all understand the 

need to repair our bridges 
and roads, but there must be 
contingency plans in place 
to mitigate safety concerns, 
economic losses, and the 
impact on residents. None of 
this has been done.
  There were elected offi-

cials who championed the 
installation of a one-lane by-
pass over the Quechee Gorge 
during replacement of that 
bridge. Said elected officials 
have not been involved in 
this matter, and residents are 

sorely disappointed.
  This is a poor reflection 

on elected officials who ap-
prove such projects without 
considering the devastating 
impact on the local economy 
and the people who voted 
them into office.
  Gov. Scott, Lt. Gov. Rog-

ers, and Rep. Kimbell, I ap-
plaud you all for your efforts 
to change the status quo in 
Montpelier, however, this 
is just more of the same in-
competent management at 
VTrans. This construction 
project is a prime example of 
VTrans’ lack of compassion 
and inability to pay heed to 
the needs of its constituents. 
  We were hoping to come 

to a resolution that would 
ensure that the much-need-
ed bridge repairs are com-
pleted without sacrificing 
the livelihoods of residents 
and businesses.
  These closures on Route 

100, especially the one 
planned to close over the 
Labor Day weekend, will be 
a death knell for many busi-
nesses. This is our busiest 
time of the year, and my em-
ployees may be out of work 
if I have to close the business 
due to poor sales, as I will not 
be able to afford to pay them. 
Gas prices are high, and peo-
ple are now being expected 
to shoulder another financial 
burden forced upon them by 
the State of Vermont.
  There is an election com-

ing up, and this will be high 
on the agenda for those of 
us who will not forget that 
Plymouth residents were 
thrown to the wayside just 
to use FEMA money to fix 
bridges and cause such eco-
nomic devastation to the lo-
cal business community.
  We will also be looking to 

ensure that Vermont Agency 
of Transportation is held ac-
countable for mishandling of 
the project, and demanding 
that new leadership be put 
in place.
  You all will be receiving 

an update every day, and I 
expect that there will be sig-
nificant blowback over this 
entire joke of a project.

Sincerely,
Rick Martin, President
Chloe’s Market
Plymouth, Vt.

LTE: Rick Martin on Route 100 bridge closure
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7 Pineview Drive, Chester • 802-875-WEED
DownToTheRootsVT.com • ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

LABOR DAY WEEKEND, FRI 9/4-7
Specials on a variety of products 

OUR 3RD BIRTHDAY PARTY, SUN 9/13
BOGO Deals, Merch Give-A-Ways & More

FREE Hotdog/Vegan Sausage with receipt

CHESTER FESTIVAL WEEKEND, SAT 9/19-20
Our craft cannabis is across the street

LOYALTY REWARDS & EVERYDAY DISCOUNTS  
*Check our website for all details*

Mark your Calendar: SEPT Events!
Home of VT’s Freshest Flower using

PRESENTING SPONSOR      

 FUN  FOOD  BEER  WINE  MUSIC
 ARTISANS  KIDS’ ACTIVITIES  CRAFTS

AUGUST 22-23, 2026
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

OKEMO FIELD IN LUDLOW, VERMONT

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
Canal Street Art Gallery 
presents new artwork from 
Nancy Fitz-Rapalje, Kim 
Grall, and Edward Kings-
bury III, open Aug. 21 – 
Oct. 11. Join the gallery on 
Aug. 21, from 5-7 p.m., for 
Bellows Falls Third Friday 
and an opening reception 
for the artists. All gallery 
events are free and open to 
the public; for wheelchair 
accessibility, call 802-289-
0104.
  Fitz-Rapalje, based in 

Bellows Falls, Vt., presents 
paintings from some of 
her familiar subjects, such 
as floral still lifes, peaches, 
and apples. Made in her cal-
culated, geometric style of 
brushstrokes, Fitz-Rapalje 
employs her well-known 
top-down perspective, 
thereby flattening the back-
ground and focusing on 
placed objects. Fitz-Rapalje, 
referring to her paintings 
as “sketches,” describes her 
practice of painting quick-
ly from observation as “a 
quick drilling of the eye and 
a short alla prima battle.” 
For the artist, the finished 
painting then becomes a 
reminder of that day when 
she really looked, and thus 
is reinvigorated to do it 
again.
  Grall, based in Westmin-

ster Station, Vt., creates 
two- and three-dimensional 
artworks expressing the art-
ist’s connection with nature 

through the use of many 
natural materials which the 
artist grows, forages, and 
makes herself, such as bees-
wax; earth pigments; plant-
based, handmade papers; 
raw fleece; leaves; feathers; 
and grasses. Most recently, 
Grall is making marbled, 
handmade papers. The art-
ist also uses techniques such 
as pyrography, painting, 
and collage to make repre-
sentations of scenes from 
the world, focused on birds, 
bugs, amphibians, and na-
tive plants where the wet-
land meets the forest.
  Kingsbury, based in 

Keene, N.H., shows new 
abstract acrylic paintings, 
studies in color and pattern 
and the practice of making 
art as prayer. The resulting 
paintings are Kingsbury’s 

abstract representation 
of God. The artist’s paint-
ings are intricate line-
made structures layered 
with opaque and trans-
lucent color, and all-over 
applications creating lu-
minous woven surfaces. 
  Canal Street Art Gal-

lery is located at 23 Canal 
Street in historic down-
town Bellows Falls, Vt., 
and is open Tuesday-
Saturday, from 10 a.m. – 
5 p.m.; Sunday, from 11 
a.m. – 4 p.m.; and the 
third Friday of every 
month, from 10 a.m. – 7 
p.m. For more informa-
tion about the above 
solo shows, visit www.
canalstreetartgallery.
com, call 802-289-0104, 
or email artinfo@ca-
nalstreetartgallery.com.

New artwork on display 
at Canal Street Gallery

LUDLOW, Vt. –  It’s 
a cinematic image so 
powerful, people who’ve 
never seen the movie in-
stantly recognize it; Har-
old Lloyd hanging from 
the hands of a huge clock, 
from the climax of his si-
lent comedy “Safety Last” 
(1923), has emerged as 
a symbol of early Holly-
wood and movie magic.
  See for yourself with a 

screening of “Safety Last” 
on Saturday, Aug. 22, at 
7 p.m., in the Heald Au-
ditorium at the Ludlow 
Town Hall, 37 Depot 
Street in Ludlow, Vt.
  Presented by the 

Friends of Ludlow Au-
ditorium (FOLA), the 
screening will feature 
accompaniment by Jeff 
Rapsis, a New Hamp-
shire-based composer 
who specializes in creat-
ing live music for silent 
film presentations. Ad-
mission is free and all are 
welcome to this family-
friendly event. Donations 
are accepted at the door 
to support the Friends of 
Ludlow Auditorium.
  “Safety Last” follows 

young go-getter Lloyd 
to the big city, where 
he hopes to make his 
mark in business, then 
send for his small-town 
sweetheart. His career at 
a downtown department 
store stalls, however, until 
he gets a chance to pitch 
a surefire publicity idea: 
Hire a human fly to climb 

the building’s exterior. But 
when the human fly has a 
last-minute run-in with the 
law, Lloyd is forced to make 
the climb himself, floor by 
floor, with his sweetheart 
looking on. The result is an 
extended sequence filmed 
without trick photography 
that blends comedy and ter-
ror, holding viewers spell-
bound.
  Lloyd, along with Charlie 

Chaplin and Buster Keaton, 
is regarded as one of the 
silent screen’s three great 
clowns.
  Lloyd’s character, an am-

bitious young man ready 
to struggle to win the day, 
proved hugely popular in 
the 1920s. While Chaplin 
and Keaton were always fa-
vored by the critics, Lloyd’s 
films reigned as the top-
grossing comedies through-
out the period.

  Rapsis will create a mu-
sical score for the film live 
during its screening, in the 
manner of theater organists 
during silent cinema’s peak 
years in the 1920s.
  “For most silent films, 

there was never any sheet 
music and no official score,” 
Rapsis said, “so creating 
original music on the spot 
to help the film’s impact is 
all part of the experience.”
  “That’s one of the spe-

cial qualities of silent cin-
ema,” Rapsis continued. “Al-
though the films themselves 
are often over a century old, 
each screening is a unique 
experience – a combination 
of the movie, the music, and 
the audience reaction.”
  For more information on 

this screening, call 802-228-
3238. For more information 
on the music, visit www.jef-
frapsis.com.

FOLA to screen classic 
“Safety Last”

The iconic clock tower scene from “Safety Last.”
PHOTO PROVIDED

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
The Londonderry Arts and 
Historical Society is pleased 
to announce its annual 
Local Artist Show at the 
Custer Sharp House, 2461 
Middletown Road in Lon-
donderry. This year we are 
excited to open the show 
up to crafters, and welcome 
any and all crafts, including 
jewelry.
  The show opens on Sept. 

5, with an opening party on 
Sept. 11, from 5-7 p.m.
  We are looking for artists 

who would like to join us. 
Please bring framed art or 
other types of art, ready to 
display or hang. We prefer 

wire on the back if possible. 
Please put the name of your 
piece, medium used, and 
your information (name, 
address, phone number, 
and email address) on the 
back of your piece. If you 
are a crafter, you may bring 
a rack or something to use 
for display. We do have 
some spaces that will work 
well for displaying.
  The requirement is 30 by 

30 inches maximum size. 
We will also accept needle-
work, jewelry, cards, and 
matted prints.
  Receiving dates will be 

Saturdays and Wednes-
days, from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., 

through Aug. 22. You 
must fill out either the 
online form, or bring 
the physical form list-
ing your name, address, 
phone number, title of 
the work, and medium. 
Please also label the work 
on the back. Pickup will 
be during the week fol-
lowing closing.
 For more informa-

tion, contact Bev Fos-
ter at 802-558-1211 or 
missbev1958@gmai l .
com, Trystan Bates at 
lahs1780@gmail.com, or 
Valerie Johnson at 802-
875-3865 or valjean43@
vermontel.net.

“Pomelo” by Nancy Fitz-Rapalje.
PHOTO PROVIDED

GRAFTON, Vt. – 
Please join the Grafton 
Public Library on Tues-
day, Aug. 25, from 6:30-8 
p.m., for an evening with 
three Vermont poets, 
as part of our ongoing 
Neighbor-to-Neighbor 
Discussion Series.
  Brattleboro poet Tim 

Mayo will read from his 
latest poetry collection, 
“Muscle Memories of 
Love and Disaster,” ex-
ploring grief, loss, mor-
tality, the suffering and 

hopes of the mentally ill, 
and the rebirth of falling in 
love late in life.
  Grafton poet Nancy Rich-

ardson’s poems concern the 
politics and personalities of 
our time. Richardson’s book 
“An Everyday Thing,” about 
the shootings at Kent State 
University, was named one 
the 100 best independent 
books of 2018 by Kirkus.
  And our third voice, 

known to many in the area, 
offers this invitation: “Bill 
Toomey, a Grafton man, 

has been writing what he 
thinks is poetry for all his 
life. But is it? He invites you 
to judge.”
  There will be time for a 

Q&A session after the read-
ings, and signed copies of 
books will be available for 
purchase. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Regis-
tration is strongly suggested 
for this event, as seating is 
limited and the program 
will not be recorded. Please 
email librarian@grafton-
publiclibrary.org to register.

Poetry reading at the 
Grafton Public Library

LAHS issues open call for 
artworks

GRAFTON, Vt. – The 
Nature Museum in Grafton 
is preparing for its biggest 
event of the year, the Fairy 
House Festival, to be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 26, and Sun-
day, Sept. 27. People from 
all over New England travel 
to Grafton to explore the 
enchanted Fairy Trail and 
see the magnificent village 
created by our local school 
classrooms, neighbors, or-
ganizations, and businesses. 
  This festival and fund-

raiser is only possible due to 
the imagination and gener-
osity of our community, and 
we invite you to join us as a 
builder or event volunteer 
to help us host this regional 
treasure.
  This year, we’re excited 

to welcome the community 
to our new native gardens 
and gathering spaces. We 
have returning performers, 
and visitors can also look 
forward to expanded local 
merchants and food options. 
The theme for this year’s fes-
tival is “Village Life.”
  Student volunteers can 

receive community service 
hours for their efforts help-
ing a local nonprofit. Learn 
more about volunteering at 
www.nature-museum.org/
fairy-house-festival/vol-
unteer. You can also learn 

more about being a builder 
at www.nature-museum.
org/fairy-house-festival/be-
a-builder. 

  Festival ticket sales begin 
in mid-August. Please plan 
to purchase your tickets on-
line ahead of time.

Fairy House builders, volunteers
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LONDONDERRY, Vt. –
Neighborhood Connec-
tions will be holding its 
second annual Living Well 
Health & Wellness Fair on 
Friday, Aug. 28, from 11 
a.m. – 2 p.m., rain or shine. 
The event will be held at 
the Londonderry Market-
place, 5700 Route 100 in 
Londonderry Vt. Free local 
produce and a free barbe-
cue will be available on site.
  The fair is an opportunity 

for visitors to learn about 
wellness-based goods and 
services. A dynamic group 

of exhibitors has confirmed 
attendance to bring aware-
ness of benefits and health 
services to the Mountain 
Town communities.
  Confirmed exhibitors in-

clude the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation, Bone Builders, Care 
Patrol, the Climate Action 
Office, Dartmouth Cancer 
Center, Dartmouth Health 
Home Care, Economic 
Services, Efficiency Ver-
mont, Go! Vermont, Home 
Matters Caregiving, Live-
In Home Care, Mountain 
Towns Recreation, M&T 

Bank, Northshire Day 
School, SEVCA, Smokey 
House, Springfield Hos-
pital, Turning Point, 
Tai Chi Vermont, and 
United Way of Windham 
County. There will also 
be demonstrations of tai 
chi and Bone Builders 
which anyone can join.
  For more information, 

please contact Suzanne 
Burge, Neighborhood 
Connections outreach 
and events coordinator, 
at 802-824-4343 or Su-
zanne@ncvermont.org.

Neighborhood 
Connections health fair SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –

Join Brandon Sheri-
dan, Jon Bautel, and 
Beth Kopp from Valley 
Court Diversion Pro-
grams (VCDP) on Tues-
day, Sept. 1, at 6 p.m., 
at the Springfield Town 
Library, for an engag-
ing panel discussion, in 
which they will share 
insights into restorative 
justice, diversion pro-
grams, and the real-
world impact of their 
work.
  The conversation will 

explore challenges, suc-
cesses, and the impor-
tance of community-
based approaches to 
justice, followed by an 
opportunity for audience 
questions and dialogue.

Sheridan, tamarack and 
pretrial services coordina-
tor, joined VCDP in April 
2025. He is a passionate 
advocate for mental health 
treatment and restorative 
justice, with years of expe-
rience supporting individu-
als with intellectual dis-
abilities and mental health 
challenges.
  Bautel, balanced and re-

storative justice case man-
ager, is committed to fos-
tering personal growth and 
strengthening community 
resilience. He is currently 
pursuing a master’s degree 
in clinical mental health 
counseling at the University 
of the Southwest. His back-
ground includes restorative 
justice, mediation, and 
youth advocacy, with expe-

rience facilitating programs 
across Michigan.
  Kopp, driver’s license 

suspension and adult diver-
sion case manager, joined 
VCDP in winter 2025 as a 
license reinstatement and 
diversion specialist. Previ-
ously working with the Ver-
mont Treatment Court, she 
brings valuable experience 
and a continued dedication 
to restorative justice prac-
tices as she takes on new 
challenges.
  Together, they offer a 

thoughtful, restorative ap-
proach to supporting indi-
viduals and building stron-
ger communities. To sign 
up for a reminder about 
this program, visit www.
springfieldtownlibrary.org/
calendar.

Diversion in conversation

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfield Osher Life-
long Learning Institute 
(OLLI) is pleased to 
announce its fall 2026 
programs. The first 
program, on Tues-
day, Sept. 15, will be 
about Ira Allen and the 
Green Mountain Fron-
tier, presented by Ver-
mont historian Kevin 
Graffagnino.
  Registration is now 

open, and you can reg-
ister online at www.
learn.uvm.edu/ol l i/
springfield. You must pre-
register and prepay to at-
tend. Registration and pay-
ment cannot be accepted at 
the event. You can preregis-
ter now for the full series as 
a member. Beginning Aug. 
25 and continuing through-
out the semester, you may 
register for individual pro-
grams if you wish to choose 
only certain ones to attend.
  OLLI is run by local 

volunteers who believe in 
providing interesting edu-
cational and cultural pro-
grams to the community. 
Springfield OLLI is in its 
23rd year and has contin-

ued to grow in popularity 
over the years. It serves the 
greater Springfield area, 
with members coming from 
a wide area encompassing 
southern Vermont and New 
Hampshire. It is a nation-
wide program which pro-
vides learning “for the fun 
of it” at an affordable price 
for older adults. Vermont’s 
OLLI is supported by the 
University of Vermont. The 
group meets on Tuesdays, at 
2 p.m., at the Nolin Murray 
Center in Springfield.
  Following is a look at the 

other programs. More detail 
can be found at the above 

website.
  On Sept. 28, 

Nadine Budbill 
will discuss her 
father’s legacy 
with “The Po-
etry of a Place 
and its People: 
David Budbill’s 
‘Judevine.’”
  On Oct. 

13, “Eyes to 
the Sky” with 
Candace Hess, 
co-sponsored 
by the Ascut-
ney Mountain 

Audubon Society, will 
highlight hawk-watcher 
volunteers in California 
and a look at the local 
Putney Mountain hawk-
watchers. 
  On Oct. 27, Garrett 

Graff, historian and jour-
nalist, will discuss “The 
Midterm Elections and 
Beyond: America’s Path 
Forward.”
  On Nov. 17, Ethan Tap-

per, forester and ecolo-
gist, will discuss “The 
Forest Year” and give an 
in-depth look at his new 
book by that title.
  On Dec. 1, Mark Breen 

will return for his 15th 
annual presentation to 
the group as “The Sing-
ing Weatherman,” com-
bining his passion for 
meteorology and music 
by presenting his collec-
tion of songs about the 
weather.
  Come join this exciting 

educational OLLI group 
to learn about interest-
ing details on a variety of 
topics.

OLLI fall 2026 schedule

REGION – The Wind-
ham County Humane 
Society (WCHS) just an-
nounced that presales are 
open for its highly an-
ticipated, first ever “Hot 
Firefighter Pet Calendar” 
for 2027.
  WCHS teamed up with 

five local fire depart-
ments – Wilmington, 
Rockingham, Dummer-
ston, Whitingham, and 
Brattleboro – to create 
a professional calendar 
featuring animal heroes 
posing with shelter dogs 
and cats that’s as hot and 
adorable as it sounds. 
  “I think this is a great 

idea to help the animals 
at WCHS, and I’m proud 
our department is in-
volved,” said Wilmington 
Fire Department Chief 
Scott Moore. 
  “We’re all animal lov-

ers, and we’re happy to 
help the animals at the 
Windham County Hu-
mane Society however we 
can,” said Dummerston 
Fire Department Deputy 
Chief Leon Dunbar.
  Calendars are on sale 

now at www.windham-
c o u n t y h u m a n e . o r g . 
Calendars will arrive to 
WCHS by Oct. 15, and 
can be picked up at the 
shelter or mailed to you 
for a fee.
  “I had high hopes for 

this calendar, but it’s 
1,000 times better than 
I dreamed,” said WCHS 
Marketing Manager Vio-
let Zarriello. “We wanted 
to keep it fresh and inter-
esting, so we staged cre-

ative scenarios, including 
a dog picnic, a doggy spa 
day, and a kitten ‘library.’ 
Each photo is guaranteed to 
make you smile.” 
  WCHS’ goal is to raise 

$30,000 for shelter pets with 
calendar sales. 
  “Every calendar you pur-

chase will provide essential 
care, supplies, and services 
to the thousands of ani-
mals we have the privilege 
of caring for each year,” said 
WCHS Executive Director 
Maya Richmond. “This is a 
fun and creative way to help 
the animals while showing 
some love to our amazing 
first responders. We’re so 
grateful for their kindness, 
and to our community for 
supporting everything we 
do.” 
  WCHS does more than 

just adoptions, and every 
service is funded by dona-
tions. It offers spay/neuter 
services, vaccine and nail 
trim clinics, microchip-

ping services, flea and tick 
preventatives, a pet food 
pantry, and wellness ap-
pointments for Pet Care As-
sistance (PCA) clients.
  Already in 2026, WCHS 

has placed 465 pets in new 
adopted homes and per-
formed 995 spay and neuter 
surgeries. It has taken its 
services mobile with vac-
cine clinics, and offered free 
spay and neuter surgeries to 
Tri-Park residents. 
  Animals arrive at WCHS 

as strays, owner surrenders, 
transports from other states, 
or when they are removed 
from an unsafe situation by 
animal control. Many are 
sick, almost all need vac-
cines and spay/neuter sur-
gery, and every single one 
needs extra tender love and 
care before they are ready 
to meet their new families. 
Animals stay at WCHS for 
as long as they need to be-
fore finding their forever 
homes.

Windham County 
Humane Society “Hot 
Firefighter Pet Calendar”

Rockingham volunteer fi refi ghters with kittens from the 
Windham County Humane Society’s Hot Firefi ghter Pet Cal-
endar.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
Arnold Knowlton, cher-
ished husband, devoted 
father, beloved grandfa-
ther, and Vietnam veteran, 
passed away peacefully on 
Aug. 7, 2026, after a coura-
geous battle with an illness. 
Born on Dec. 12, 1944, in 
the picturesque town of 
Lancaster, N.H., Arnold’s 
life was a testament to resil-
ience, love, and unwavering 
dedication to those he held 
dear.
  Arnold graduated from 

Groveton High School 
in 1962, graduated from 
Plymouth State College in 
1968 with a bachelor’s de-
gree in teaching, and grad-
uated from Hesser College 
in 1976 with an associate’s 
degree in business science. 
After a short time in teach-
ing, he changed his profes-
sion to food service, which 
he did until he retired. After 
he retired, he drove for the 
Moover, transporting peo-
ple to their appointments.
  Arnold was the treasured 

son of Clement and Eva 
Knowlton, of North Straf-
ford, N.H., who preceded 
him in death. He shared 
a remarkable life journey 
with his beloved wife, Lor-
raine (Gagnon), to whom 
he was devoted for 58 long 
and happy years. Their 
marriage, which began on 
Sept. 12, 1968, was a beacon 
of true joy and happiness, 
and together they built a 
life filled with cherished 
memories and lasting love.
  A man of quiet strength 

and boundless love, Ar-
nold leaves behind a legacy 
through his children, Jes-
sica, Jennifer, Scott, and 

Christopher. His brothers 
were Stephen and Roger. 
His family was his pride 
and joy, and he was a con-
stant source of guidance 
and support. Arnold’s gen-
tle spirit and kind heart 
also touched the lives of his 
10 grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren, who 
will carry forward his val-
ues and love in the years to 
come.
  Arnold’s life was marked 

by a profound sense of 
community and generosity. 
He was known for his warm 
smile, genuine kindness, 
and ability to connect with 
people from all walks of 
life. His presence enriched 
the lives of many, and his 
memory will be cherished 
by those who had the privi-
lege of knowing him.
  Arnold Knowlton will 

be remembered as a man 
of great integrity, love, and 
unwavering dedication to 
his family and community. 
His absence leaves a void 
that will be deeply felt, but 
his legacy of love and kind-
ness will remain a guiding 
light for all who knew him.

Arnold Knowlton, 1944-
2026.

PHOTO PROVIDED

ASCUTNEY, VT.
Open Bible Baptist Church, 168 Cemetery Rd.
Sunday services are being held in the church. Sunday 
school is at 9:45 a.m., Sunday morning service is 11 
a.m., and the afternoon service is 1:30 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service is at 6:30 p.m. For more information, 
call the church at 802-674-2266 or visit www.obbcvt.
org.

ATHENS, VT.
Community Christian Church of Athens, 126 
Brookline Road
Sunday services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m., and 
prayer meetings are held Wednesdays, at 7 p.m. If you 
have questions, call 802-869-2513. The 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday service is also streamed on Facebook Live at the 
Church’s Facebook page.

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
First Baptist Church of Bellows Falls, 9 Church St.
Traditional Baptist Services held Sunday mornings at 10 
a.m. Handicap accessible. 802-463-3220. 

United Church of Bellows Falls, UCC, 8 School St.
Worship service starts at 10 a.m. every Sunday. All are 
welcome to attend. Following the service, there will be 
a time of refreshments. Many other services are offered 
throughout the week. If you have any questions or want 
to learn more, call 802-463-4323, visit the church, or 
fi nd them on Facebook. 

St. Charles Church, 31 Cherry Hill St.
Masses are held on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday, at 7 a.m.; Wednesday, at 7 p.m.; Saturday 
Vigil Mass, at 4 p.m.; and Sunday, at 9 a.m. For more 
information, call 802-732-8721.

CAVENDISH, VT.
Cavendish Baptist Church, 2258 Main St. 
Sunday services are 10 a.m. online or in person. 
Online services are on Facebook at 10 a.m. 
Go to www.facebook.com/Cavendish-Baptist-
Church-258814894244302. More at www.
CavendishBaptist.com or call 802-226-7131.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H.
Charlestown Congregational Church, 71 Main St.
Sunday service starts at 10 a.m. All are welcome. For 
more information, call 603-826-3335.

Charlestown Bible Church, 37 Hammond Rd.
Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Sunday 
Worship at 10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m. Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting at 7 p.m. To hear a sermon or learn more go to 
www.charlestownbiblechurch.org. Call 603-826-5121 
for more info or to request a personal Bible study.

Charlestown Seventh-day Adventist Church, 242 
Main St.
Saturday Services include Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. and 
Worship Service at 11:15 a.m. and a healthy lunch for 
all after the service. All are welcome, call 603-276-2383 
for more information.

CHESTER, VT.
Chester Baptist Church, 162 Main St.
Worship is Sundays at 10:30 a.m. For more information, 
including online streaming, go to www.chesterbaptist.
org.

Holy Family Parish, St. Joseph’s Church, 148 South 
Main St.
Saturday confessions at 3 p.m., Mass at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday Mass at 9 a.m. For more information, 
contact stmarys05156@gmail.com, call 802-885-3400, 
or visit www.holyfamilyvermont.com.

CLAREMONT, N.H.
Union-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 133 Old Church 
Rd.
Weekly service of morning prayer or Holy Communion 
held on Sunday, at 9:30 a.m.

LONDONDERRY, VT. 
First Baptist Church, 62 Crescent St., S. Londonderry
Worship service is Sunday at 10 a.m. at the 
church. Services will still be live streamed at www.
fi rstbaptistslondonderryvt.org/streaming-worship.html. 
For more information, visit www.fi rstbaptistlondonderryvt.
org or call 802-856-7266.

LUDLOW, VT.
Ludlow Baptist Church, on the Green, 99 Main St.
Weekly worship services are in-person. Sunday school 
is at 9:30 a.m. for all ages, and Sunday worship is at 
11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday’s prayer meeting 
is at 6:30 p.m. For more information, go to www.
LudlowBaptist.org.

Tyson Community Church, Corner of Route 100 and 
Dublin Rd., opposite Echo Lake Inn
Services are Sundays at 10:30 a.m. No service last 
Sunday of the month. For more information, email Ann 
Rose at 802-259-3016.

MOUNT HOLLY, VT.
Village Baptist Church, 32 Church St.
We welcome all to come and worship with us Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. For more information, call 802-259-2440.

PERKINSVILLE, VT.
Bow Baptist Church, 1102 Route 5, Weathersfi eld 
Bow
Sunday services are 10 a.m., 11 a.m., and 6 p.m., and 
Wednesday Bible Study and prayer at 7 p.m. For more 
information, call 802-546-4902. 

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
First Congregational Church, UCC, 77 Main St.
Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in person. Singing 
is encouraged! For more information, call 802-885-
5728, email fccucc@vermontel.net, or go to www.
fi rstchurchspringfi eld.org.

North Springfi eld Baptist Church, 581 Giddings 
Street, North Springfi eld.
All are welcome and invited to join us for worship on 
Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. For more information, 
please email the church offi ce at offi ce@nsbcvt.org, or 
call 802-886-8107. We are handicap accessible.

WALPOLE, N.H.
First Congregational Church of Walpole UCC, 15 
Washington Sq.
Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary, or via 
Zoom. For Zoom links, please call 603-756-4075. For 
more information, go to www.walpolenhucc.org or www.
facebook.com/FirstCongregationalWalpoleNH.

WESTMINSTER, VT.
First Congregational Church of Westminster, 3470 
U.S. Route 5
Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in our historic church 
and on Zoom. We have a children’s message each 
Sunday and following church is a time of fellowship in 
the Hall with coffee and snacks. For more information, 
call 802-518-0321, email us at westminstercongoline@
gmail.com, or fi nd us on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/First-Congregational-Church-of-Westminster-
Inc-1506511432980057.
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calendar LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders, and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham, and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2024-
2025 and 2025-2026 tax years remain, either in whole or in 
part, unpaid on the following described property in such 
Town, to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
Mountain Energy of Vermont, Inc., f/k/a Green Mountain 
Energy Systems, Inc., by Warranty Deed of Edward J. Duff and 
Barbara M. Duff, dated September 4, 2009, and recorded on 
September 4, 2009 in Book 65 at Page 95 of the Londonderry 
Land Records.  (Parcel #104011, E-911: 3590 VT Route 100) 

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5254, so much of such property 
will be sold at public auction at the Town of Londonderry 
Office, a public place located at 100 Old School Street, S. 
Londonderry, Vermont, on the 16th day of September, 2026, 
at 10:30 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with 
costs, unless previously paid.

Be advised that the owner or mortgagee, or the owner’s or 
mortgagee’s representatives or assigns, of lands sold for taxes 
and assessments shall have a right to redemption for a period 
of one year from the date of sale pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5260.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 12th day of August, 
2026.

Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders, and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham, and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2023-
2024, 2024-2025, and 2025-2026 tax years remain, either in 
whole or in part, unpaid on the following described property 
in such Town, to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
Jennifer Repinski by Quitclaim Deed of Scott Repinski dated 
March 25, 2019 and recorded on April 2, 2019 in Book 83 at 
Page 729 of the Londonderry Land Records. (Parcel #104020-
500, E-911: 0 Old Farm Rd) 

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5254, so much of such property 
will be sold at public auction at the Town of Londonderry 
Office, a public place located at 100 Old School Street, S. 
Londonderry, Vermont, on the 16th day of September, 2026, 
at 10:30 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with 
costs, unless previously paid.

Be advised that the owner or mortgagee, or the owner’s or 
mortgagee’s representatives or assigns, of lands sold for taxes 
and assessments shall have a right to redemption for a period 
of one year from the date of sale pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5260.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 12th day of August, 
2026.

Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders, and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham, and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2024-
2025 and 2025-2026 tax years remain, either in whole or in 
part, unpaid on the following described property in such 
Town, to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
Melonie Bohen and Corey W. Stoddard by Executor’s Deed of 
Linda A. Smith, Executor of the Estate of James E. Adamson, 
dated May 22, 2013 and recorded on May 28, 2013 in Book 69 
at Page 521 of the Londonderry Land Records.  Reference is 
made to the Quitclaim Deed of Corey W. Stoddard to Melonie 
Bohen dated December 29, 2021 and recorded on March 
29, 2022 in Book 94 at Page 672 of the Londonderry Land 
Records.  (Parcel #063004, E-911: 105 Williams St.)

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5254, so much of such property 
will be sold at public auction at the Town of Londonderry 
Office, a public place located at 100 Old School Street, S. 
Londonderry, Vermont, on the 16th day of September, 2026, 
at 10:30 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with 
costs, unless previously paid.

Be advised that the owner or mortgagee, or the owner’s or 
mortgagee’s representatives or assigns, of lands sold for taxes 
and assessments shall have a right to redemption for a period 
of one year from the date of sale pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5260.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 12th day of August, 
2026. 

Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders, and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in the 
County of Windham, and State of Vermont, are hereby notified 
that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2024-2025 and 
2025-2026 tax years remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid 
on the following described property in such Town, to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to the 
Peter S. Brosnan and Susan N. Brosnan by Warranty Deed of  
Peter S. Brosnan and Susan N. Brosnan dated September 15, 
2005 and recorded on September 17, 2005 in Book 62 at Page 
367 of the Londonderry Land Records.  Reference is made to 
the Warranty Deed of John Hart to Peter S. Brosnan and Susan 
N. Brosnan dated August 20, 2002 and recorded on August 
30, 2002 in Book 59 at Page 389 of the Londonderry Land 
Records. (Parcel #036060-700, E-911: 0 Under the Mountain 
Rd)

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5254, so much of such property 
will be sold at public auction at the Town of Londonderry 
Office, a public place located at 100 Old School Street, S. 
Londonderry, Vermont, on the 16th day of September, 2026, 
at 10:30 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with 
costs, unless previously paid.

Be advised that the owner or mortgagee, or the owner’s or 
mortgagee’s representatives or assigns, of lands sold for taxes 
and assessments shall have a right to redemption for a period 
of one year from the date of sale pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5260.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 12th day of August, 
2026.

Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders, and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham, and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2024-
2025 and 2025-2026 tax years remain, either in whole or in 
part, unpaid on the following described property in such 
Town, to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
the Estate of Peter S. Brosnan by Quitclaim Deed of Citizens 
Bank, N.A. dated February 13, 2024 and recorded on April 
16, 2024 in Book 99 at Page 647 of the Londonderry Land 
Records.  Reference is made to the Easement Deed of US Bank 
Trust National Association to the Estate of Peter S. Brosnan 
dated June 11, 2024 and recorded on June 24, 2024 in Book 
100 at Page 243. (Parcel #036051-100, E-911: 3380 Under the 
Mountain Rd.)

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5254, so much of such property 
will be sold at public auction at the Town of Londonderry 
Office, a public place located at 100 Old School Street, S. 
Londonderry, Vermont, on the 16th day of September, 2026, 
at 10:30 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with 
costs, unless previously paid.

Be advised that the owner or mortgagee, or the owner’s or 
mortgagee’s representatives or assigns, of lands sold for taxes 
and assessments shall have a right to redemption for a period 
of one year from the date of sale pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5260.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 12th day of August, 
2026.

Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders, and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham, and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2019-
2020, 2020-2021, 2021-2022, 2022-2023, 2023-2024, 2024-
2025, and 2025-2026 tax years remain, either in whole or 
in part, unpaid on the following described property in such 
Town, to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
William C. Hill, Jr. (deceased) and Marie C. Hill by Warranty 
Deed of Morton Shimelman, Herman Maskel and Joseph B. 
Vinick, dated September 17, 1973 and recorded on October 
18, 1973 in Book 33 at Page 186 of the Londonderry Land 
Records. (Parcel #066032, E-911: 0 Sherwood Forest) 

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5254, so much of such property 
will be sold at public auction at the Town of Londonderry 
Office, a public place located at 100 Old School Street, S. 
Londonderry, Vermont, on the 16th day of September, 2026, 
at 10:30 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes 
with costs, unless previously paid.

Be advised that the owner or mortgagee, or the owner’s 
or mortgagee’s representatives or assigns, of lands sold for 
taxes and assessments shall have a right to redemption for a 
period of one year from the date of sale pursuant to 32 V.S.A. 
§5260.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 12th day of August, 
2026.

Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders, and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham, and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2023-
2024, 2024-2025, and 2025-2026 tax years remain, either in 
whole or in part, unpaid on the following described property 
in such Town, to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Jean 
Rogers Smith, as Trustee under agreement with Rochester H. 
Rogers and Lois S. Rogers, dated December 12, 1949 for the 
benefit of Fergus S. Smith, by virtue of:

1. Warranty Deed of Herbert O. Smith, dated July 10, 1972 
and recorded on July 14, 1972 in Book 32 at Page 78 of the 
Londonderry Land Records; 

2. Warranty Deed of Gordon M. Moodie and Helene Moodie, 
dated September 26, 1977 and recorded on September 27, 
1977 in Book 36 at Page 311 of the Londonderry Land 
Records; and 

3. Warranty Deed of Robert Praeger Venner, dated August 
18, 1979 and recorded on October 3, 1979 in Book 38 at Page 
259 of the Londonderry Land Records. (Parcel #027006, E911 
address: 340-342 Melendy Hill)

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5254, so much of such property 
will be sold at public auction at the Town of Londonderry 
Office, a public place located at 100 Old School Street, S. 
Londonderry, Vermont, on the 16th day of September, 2026, 
at 10:30 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with 
costs, unless previously paid.

Be advised that the owner or mortgagee, or the owner’s or 
mortgagee’s representatives or assigns, of lands sold for taxes 
and assessments shall have a right to redemption for a period 
of one year from the date of sale pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5260.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 12th day of August, 
2026.

Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

UPCOMING 
AUG. 21 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
Wild Goose Players will 
perform “You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown: 
The Musical” on Friday, 
Aug. 21, at 6 p.m., at the 
Waypoint Center, 17 Depot 
Street. Admission is free for 
children and by donation 
for adults.

CHESTER, Vt. – Join the 
Springfield Humane Society 
for a grill and chill at One 
Credit Union in Chester, 
569 Route 103 South, on 
Friday, Aug. 21, from 11 
a.m. – 2 p.m.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
Gerry Grimo & The East 
Bay Jazz Ensemble will 
perform at the Charlestown 
Senior Center, 5 Acer 
Heights, on Friday, Aug. 
21, from 7-9 p.m. Small 
suggested donation. There 
is a large dance floor and 
comfortable seating. Snacks 
will be available, BYOB.

AUG. 22 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Okemo 
Valley Women’s Club will 
hold its fundraising yard 
sale and bake sale on 
Saturday, Aug. 22, from 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m., on the 
lawn in front of the Okemo 
Mountain School, 53 Main 
Street. The yard and bake 

sale is one of several annual 
fundraising activities which 
the club holds to benefit its 
many community projects. 
The support it receives for 
these events benefits the 
entire community.

AUG. 23-25 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfield Assembly of 
God, 269 River Street, will 
present the exciting play 
“Heaven’s Gates & Hell’s 
Flames” on Aug 23, 24, 
and 25, at 7 p.m. For more 
information, call 802-885-
4261.

AUG. 23 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
Wild Goose Players will 
perform “You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown: The 
Musical” on Sunday, Aug. 
23, at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., 
at the Waypoint Center, 17 
Depot Street. Admission 
is free for children and by 
donation for adults.

AUG. 25 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfield on the Move 
(SOM) will host its annual 
meeting on Tuesday, 
Aug. 25, at 5 p.m., in 
the Great Hall, 100 River 
Street. Everyone in the 
community is invited to 
attend, to find out what’s 
new with Springfield on the 
Move. Attendees will learn 
about SOM’s mission and 
vision for the coming year, 
discover exciting projections 
and initiatives, and engage 
with fellow community 
members to share ideas. 
Springfield Co-op will be 
catering the event, and there 
will also be other delightful 
provisions to enjoy. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to 

connect and contribute to 
the future of Springfield.

AUG. 27 –
LONDONDERRY, Vt. – The 
Second Congregational 
Church of Londonderry’s 
next community lunch will 
be served on Thursday, 
Aug. 27, at 12 p.m. The 
menu will be barbecued 
chicken, corn on the cob, 
potato salad, baked beans, 
and dessert. Our servers 
will cater to your every 
need. All are welcome. A 
free-will offering will be 
gathered. No takeout will 
be available. The Second 
Congregational Church is 
located at 2051 North Main 
Street (Vermont Route 11). 
For more information, call 
the church office at 802-
824-6453.

AUG. 29 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Springfield Humane Society 
will be holding its third 
annual adoption event at 
Okemo Mountain Resort’s 
Ice House on Saturday, 
Aug. 29, from 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Okemo’s 
annual Fall Into Winter 
celebration will be held on 
Sunday, Oct. 11, from 11 
a.m. – 3 p.m. Bring your 
family and friends as we 
welcome the transition from 
fall to winter with festive 
activities, delicious eats, and 
community spirit. Admission 
to the event is free, but you 
can purchase Fall Activity 
tickets in advance online at 
www.okemo.com/explore-
the-resort/activities-and-
events/okemo-events.aspx, 
or onsite during the event.

S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 

Join the South Londonderry 
Free Library for a late-
summer open house on 
Saturday, Aug. 29, from 
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. We will 
have art workshops, music, 
games, food, and fun. The 
library is located at 15 
Old School Street in South 
Londonderry, Vt. Come 
see our delightful library 
and join in the festivities. 
Everyone is welcome and 
we look forward to seeing 
you there.

CLAREMONT, N.H. – The 
Claremont Senior Center’s 
annual car show will be 
held on Saturday, Aug. 29, 
from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., at 
the Claremont Motorsports 
Park, 282 Thrasher 
Road in Claremont, N.H. 
Registration for vehicles 
(driver and one passenger) 
is from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m., 
for a small fee. Trophies 
will be awarded at 2 p.m. 
Tickets can be purchased 
at the gate, kids 12 and 
younger enter for free. 
There will be a DJ, door 
prizes, T-shirts, and a 
50-50 raffle. Proceeds will 
benefit the Claremont Senior 
Center. Drone operators 
must have permission to fly 
during the event.

RECURRING
SUNDAYS –
PLYMOUTH, Vt. – The 
Plymouth Historical Society, 
at the former Plymouth 
Elementary School, will 
be open every Sunday 
afternoon, from 2-4 p.m. 
Watch for the “open” flag.

WEDNESDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Knitting with 
Friends at Six Loose Ladies 

on the Chester Common, 
Wednesdays, from 10 a.m. 
to noon.

THURSDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Certified 
instructor Helena Wu will 
teach tai chi classes every 
Thursday, from 9-10 a.m., 
at the Black River Valley 
Senior Center, 10 High 
Street in Ludlow. Classes are 
free, and are limited to 10 
participants. Registration 
is required. For more 
information, contact the 
Senior Center at 802-228-
7421, or Helena Wu at 
802-289-7369.

FRIDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Join 
us online or in person 
at the Springfield Town 
Library, 43 Main Street, 
at 10 a.m. every third 
Friday through September 
2026, for a 60-minute 
chair yoga practice. You’ll 
learn accessible movements 
that you can do right from 
your seat, leaving you 
feeling mobile, grounded, 
and focused. Walk into 
the library and join live 
in person for free; there 
is no need to preregister. 
For online access, which 
includes all recordings, visit 
studio.jobregnard.com/
product/88980 to choose 
from among a variety of 
registration options.

SATURDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield VFW Post 771, 
191 River Street, will host 
burger nights on the first 
and third Saturdays of 
every month, from 5-7 p.m., 
downstairs in the canteen. 
These events are open to the 
public.
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$175 for 13 Weeks • $275 for 26 Weeks • $425 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM
Discover your creative side - Workshops, studio hours, youth 
camps, and private events for everyone!

Ludlow, VT    802-228-8770    www.CreateTogetherVT.org
(12/9/26 - 52)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  VT    802-885-7111   galleryvault.org
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5
Russell Porter Retrospective July 23-Oct. 13 
Born in Springfield VT on Dec. 13, 1871, Porter was a renowned 
artist, engineer, architect, cartographer, astronomer, and Arc-
tic explorer. 

An Illusion of Proximity Show by Wildlife Photographer, Steve 
Costello. Reception Aug. 14. 5- 6:30. Show runs to Sept. 19.

Upcoming Workshops include Raku w/ Andrew Berends, 
Painting the Vibrant Colors of Fall in Watercolor w/ Rob O’Brien
(10/07/26 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
A & J’S TREE SERVICE
No job too big or too small. Also offering general contracting. 
Free Estimates & Fully Insured. “Dangerous Trees are our Spe-
cialty.” 802-376-7000. 
(10/21/26 - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
Navy Seabee Veteran owned. We pride ourselves on customer 
service, and getting the job done right the first time. We are look-
ing to book up our season. Decks, custom tile shower, siding, doors, 
windows, drywall, foundation repair, you name we do it. Check us 
out on Instagram @nedthehammer. Ned Mortensen, cell 802-376-
3275, edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.
(03/17/27 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(11/11/26 - 13)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026 + 2027! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(08/26/26 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(08/11/27 - TFN - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(08/19/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(10/07/26 - 26)

Organic Lawn & Land Care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN
We’re Different- Our organic lawn and garden care brings 
peace of mind for the family, friends and critters using your 
yard. Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet, 
so you can relax while we do the hard work.

Fence Installations - Expert, best-quality fence installations 
with references available. Call Today!

Driveway Repairs & Drainage Work- Does your driveway need 
some TLC? Call Green Bee!

We’re fully insured, reliable and priced right. Reach Out Today 
to secure your spot in our 2026 schedule! Phone, text or email: 
802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com 
(09/16/26 - 26)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Subject to space. May be 
edited for clarity, grammatical errors, and libelous statements. 
Must be kept under 400 words. Must include name and town 
for publication. Viewpoints do not necessarily reflect the 
views of The Vermont Journal & The Shopper.

POLITICAL LETTERS Due to the volume of political 
letters we receive during elections, and the increased cost 
of adding pages to the paper to print them all, political 
letters  are charged at the rate of $75 for 200 words, and 
$0.50 per word thereafter. Political letters include endorsing, 
electioneering, or campaigning for, or against, a specific 
candidate or party.

CHESTER SELECTBOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

ADOPTION OF 
TOWN OF CHESTER MOTOR VEHICLE 

AND TRAFFIC ORDINANCE

The Chester Selectboard will convene a public hearing on 
proposed revisions to the Town of Chester Motor Vehicle 
and Traffic Ordinance on Wednesday, September 16, 2026, 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street in 
Chester, Vermont. 

The full text of the proposed Town of Chester Motor Vehicle 
and Traffic Ordinance may be viewed at the Town Clerk’s 
office and on the home page of the Town’s website at www.
chestervt.gov.

A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom 
videoconference may be found on the Town of Chester 
website home page at www.chestervt.gov under Selectboard 
Meetings.

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 6th day of August, 2026
Julie Hance, Town Manager, Town of Chester, Vermont

Town of Weston, Vermont – Job Opening
Highway Maintenance & Equipment Operator 

Full-Time Position

The Town of Weston is seeking a qualified and motivated 
individual to join our Road Crew as a Highway Maintenance 
& Equipment Operator. This is a full-time, year-round 
position with benefits, offering the opportunity to work 
outdoors, operate heavy equipment, and support the 
essential maintenance of the town’s infrastructure.
 
Key Responsibilities:
• Plow and sand town roads during winter storms
• Operate trucks and heavy equipment for hauling, ditching, 
excavation, and road repair
• Maintain gravel and paved roads, drainage systems, 
culverts, and signage
• Perform roadside mowing, brush cutting, and general 
vegetation control
• Use hand tools and power equipment such as chainsaws, 
weed whackers, mowers, and chippers
• Conduct minor repairs and routine maintenance on town 
vehicles and equipment
• Assist with town building and grounds maintenance
• Respond to emergencies and weather events on a 24/7 
on-call basis
• Communicate professionally with residents, coworkers, 
and supervisors
 
Qualifications:
• Must be in good physical condition, able to lift 35 lbs 
regularly and up to 100 lbs occasionally
• Ability to bend, walk, and work on uneven terrain and in 
all weather conditions
• Valid Class B Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) or 
ability to obtain one
• Experience with highway maintenance or heavy equipment 
preferred but not required
• Willingness to follow safety practices and town policies
• Positive attitude and ability to work as part of a team
 
Benefits Include:
• Competitive hourly wage based on experience
• Health insurance
• Retirement benefits, including pension
• Paid holidays and time off
 
Applications may be:
• Dropped off at the Weston Town Office
• Mailed to: Town of Weston, PO Box 98, Weston, VT 05161
• Emailed to: selectboard@westonvt.org
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
 
The Town of Weston is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
$$, Vintage Sports Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at 
antique centers in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

COINS, PAPER $$, POKÉMON, 
SPORTS CARDS, POSTCARDS, 
and other collectibles. Saturday, 
Aug. 29, from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., at 
the Charlestown, NH Senior Cen-
ter. Tables and house calls avail-
able. Contact 802-379-2353 or 
pepsijoseph@yahoo.com. 

CLEAN OUTS + 
MORE
EZ-Dump Enterprises has a 15-
yard dump trailer available for 
rent. We’re also here for heating 
equipment, appliance removal, 
home/storage unit clean outs, 
stump grinding, and refinishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfield, Vt. area. Call/text 

802-376-1168 or email ezdump.
bl@gmail.com. 

ELECTRICIAN
LEVI ELECTRIC – 917‑417‑7880 
levielectricvt.com – Trusted resi-
dential electrician with 10+ years 
experience. Upgrades, lighting, 
EV chargers, panels, service calls. 
Proctorsville‑based. Quality work, 
fair pricing, free estimates. 

YARD SALE
PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – Moving sale, 
Saturday, Aug. 22, from 9 a.m. – 
4 p.m. 481 Kendricks Corner 
Road, Perkinsville. 

Dear Editor,

  Kendra Rickerby’s letter of 
Aug. 12 about the Vermont 
Department of Education en-
couraging the use of AI in Ver-
mont school systems and in the 
classroom is built on deceptive 
grounds. She has succumbed to 
one of the ploys the Wall Street 
gamers use to keep the AI bub-
ble from bursting.

  It was Wall Street hedge 
funds that invented “Demo-
crats for Education Reform” 
when George W. Bush insti-
tuted the “Race to the Top.” Its 
purpose was not to promote 
better education, but to profit 
from the creation of the stan-
dardized testing industry. It is 
now the tech industry which 
is seeking to find some sort of 
profitability in a consistently 
unprofitable wild goose chase 
by tapping into the last vast 
reservoir of public funding: the 
public education industry.

  The first test of AI as a help 
to students proved it a mas-
sive failure. A UMass study 
showed so, www.gazettenet.
com/2025/11/07/use-of-ai-in-
the-classroom-doesnt-lead-to-
higher-grades-umass-study-
says. And, to quote Elizabeth 
Laird, director of the Equity 
in Civic Technology Project 
at the Center for Democracy 
and Technology, “Our research 
shows AI use in schools comes 
with real risks, like large-scale 
data breaches, tech-fueled sex-
ual harassment and bullying, 
and treating students unfairly.”

  As for using it in school ad-
ministration, there are two fa-
tal flaws.

  First, just like driverless cars, 
it will never have the subtlety 
of information processing that 
the human brain has. Just like 
the Waymo taxis on the streets 
of Los Angeles, it will need a 

eliminated so the money 
could be used to build more 
missiles, he squashed the 
idea. He knew how valuable 
Head Start was. Thirty years 
later, a study confirmed 
what Weinburger had felt: 
Adults who had attended 
Head Start programs in 
their toddler years had led 
far more law-abiding lives 
than their peers, consis-
tently.

  It is time to break the Wall 
Street profit-and-loss shack-
les. We must stop evaluat-
ing education by a balance 
sheet, empower teachers to 
use their professional skills, 
and judge by the long-term 
results: where the children 
arrive decades later.

Sincerely,
Chuck Gregory
Springfield, Vt.

human operator to correct its 
deficiencies from moment to 
moment.

  Second, to even promote AI 
as a s0lution is to completely 
miss Vermont’s real problem 
with education: The system as 
it is focuses on cost effective-
ness rather than educational 
effectiveness. Nobody educates 
anybody well by focusing on 
costs. Humans are too diverse 
in essence to be treated like 
parts on an assembly line. The 
individualized approach to 
each one is necessary, and the 
people who understand that 
are teachers. Rather than pri-
oritizing costs, we should give 
the teachers what they need.

  One of the few high govern-
ment officials to realize the val-
ue of education was Reagan’s 
Secretary of Defense Caspar 
Weinburger. When strategists 
suggested that Head Start be 

REGION – In Stowe recently, 
the Vermont Department of 
Fish & Wildlife authorized the 
killing of a bear that had grown 
dangerously comfortable seek-
ing food around people from 
homes and businesses. If the 
past few years are any indica-
tion, by the end of summer we 
will have had to put down or 
provide similar authorizations 
for dozens more bears to end 
acute conflicts that threaten hu-
man safety.

  No one wants this outcome 
for Vermont’s bears, but when 
Vermonters fail to put proac-
tive coexistence measures in 
place before bears learn that 
our homes and villages are good 
places to find food, this is the 
predictable outcome. This chal-
lenge is not limited to Stowe or 
even to mountain towns. Except 
for the Champlain Islands, if 
you live in Vermont, you live in 
bear country, and Vermonters 
are collectively failing our bears.

  We say “collectively” be-
cause whole communities teach 
bears where to find food, not 
just individual households. It 
is tempting to blame one fam-
ily’s birdfeeder or one business’s 
dumpster, but bears are more 
adaptable than this. Our neigh-
borhoods need to be in lockstep 
taking down birdfeeders when 

the snow melts and keeping 
trashcans and totes stored in-
side until immediately prior to 
pickup on trash day, and our 
downtowns need to present a 
unified front of well-secured 
dumpsters.

  A bear that finds an easy meal 
when one house leaves their 
garbage out overnight will soon 
test other houses. Vermont’s 
bears mastered strategies like 
this over many years, and have 
now passed their knowledge on 
to multiple generations of cubs.

  Bears are not at fault for these 
behaviors. Creativity, group 
learning, and tenacity are sim-
ply their nature. These are also 
the qualities that inspire our 
affinity and respect for bears. 
Humans are to blame when we 
collectively create situations 
that encourage bears to take 
risks and then fail to correct our 
mistakes quickly enough for co-
existence to work.

  Over the past several decades, 
our department’s approach to 
human-bear coexistence has 
centered on creating the con-
ditions for our bear population 
to thrive and providing the in-
formation and assistance for 
Vermonters to voluntarily keep 
bears wild.

  We conserve thousands of 
acres of remote bear habitat, 

place hundreds of “Keep Bears 
Wild” signs in communities 
across the state, partner with 
the nationally recognized non-
profit BearWise on print mate-
rials to share at workshops and 
community gatherings, and 
publish extensive coexistence 
resources online. We invite bear 
coexistence news coverage each 
spring and throughout the sum-
mer, support peer-learning net-
works on living in bear country, 
and oversee a sustainable, regu-
lated bear hunt every fall.

  Our biologists and game war-
dens annually field upwards of a 
thousand inquiries about living 
with bears, conduct hundreds 
of site visits to provide on-the-
ground coexistence advice, and, 
in serious cases, wardens issue 
citations when bears are being 
intentionally fed. Even so, both 
the number and severity of bear 
incidents are escalating, putting 

both bears and humans at risk. 
  Today, Vermont is home to 

as many as 8,000 bears, sub-
stantially more than in the past, 
but whether those encounters 
become conflicts has less to do 
with bear numbers than with 
what people do or don’t do. Hu-
man behavior, and specifically 
our ability to make good on the 
shared responsibility of living in 
bear country, is the single most 
important factor.

  Put simply, Vermont’s bear 
population is thriving, and we 
need Vermonters to meet a 
higher standard as stewards of 
our bears. If we cannot change 
course together, then Vermont 
will continue to play out the 
grim adage: a fed bear is a dead 
bear.

  Written by Vermont Fish & 
Wildlife Commissioner Jason 
Batchelder.

A fed bear is a dead bear
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real estate PROS TO KNOW

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

CHESTER, VT

www.barrettandvalley.com
REMARKABLE CUSTOM RESIDENCE ON 11 ACRES!

802-875-2323

HOUSE OF THEWEEK

$789,000

HOUSE OF THEWEEK

CHESTER, VT $789,000

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your 
piece of Vermont 

to fit your Dreams!

YOUR ONE STOP 
BUILDING &

MODERNIZING
CENTER

LAMBERT
SUPPLY CO. INC.

409 Main Street  •  603-542-5111
CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743

FIBER INSULATION  •  ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM
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Complete Site Work · Foundations · Septic Systems · Drainage
Driveway Construction & Maintenance · Asphalt Milling
Gravel · Sand · Topsoil · Field Mowing · Brush Mulching

Palmer H. Goodrich II · Chester, VT 05143 · 802-875-2819

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5252
802-367-4663

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEP APPLICATIONS 
2-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-362-4663
802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

BROOKVIEW APARTMENTS
WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEPT APPLICATIONS 
2-BEDROOM APARTMENTS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. • Charlestown, NH 03603

Tel: 603-826-3251 • Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

GARDEN SUPPLIES, INSULATION, METAL ROOFING, 
DOORS & WINDOWS, TREX DECKING IN STOCK 

HELP WANTED 
Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out

DERK BEARDMORE
beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation

www.KelleyRealEstate.com
802-228-5333

PRICE IMPROVEMENT  |  NOW $169,000
9 STRYHAS TRAILER COURT  |  LUDLOW

Well-maintained 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom manufactured home on leased lot 
in a peaceful 55+ community. Features include open concept layout, high 

ceilings, multiple skylights and deck with retractable awning.

Call or Text Listing Agent Gabrielle Truco 
at 802-353-0106 for more information

REGION – It’s easy to feel 
like everyone has homeown-
ership figured out. Someone 
you know just bought their 
first house, a neighbor is ren-
ovating their kitchen, one of 
your friends is talking about 
their equity. Maybe this has 
you thinking, “Am I behind? 
Should I be doing something 
right now?”
  I hear this more often than 

you might think, but the 
truth is that homeownership 
looks different for everyone. 
While someone is buying 
their first home, someone 
else is wondering how to use 
their home equity.
  Since June is National 

Homeownership Month, I 
wanted to take a minute to 
remind you to stop com-
paring your situation to ev-

eryone else’s and walk you 
through how to take control 
of your own.

If you’re thinking about 
buying
  A lot of buyers start by 

looking at homes online. 
And, while this part is fun, 
it’s not the first step you need 
to take. A better way to get 
started is to find out what 
you can afford.
  When you apply online, I 

can review your financial in-
formation and talk through 
your goals to help you get a 
better idea of what options 
may be available to you. 
From there, I can guide you 
through how the mortgage 
process works, what docu-
ments you may need, and 
what kind of monthly pay-
ment range feels realistic for 

you.
  Don’t feel like you have 

to have it all figured out on 
your own. I’m here to help 
you navigate the homebuy-
ing process.

If you already own a home
  Owning a home doesn’t 

mean the conversation is 
over after closing. A lot can 
change over time, including 
your home’s value, your loan 
balance, your budget, and 
what you need from your 
home. That’s why it can be 

helpful to check in on your 
mortgage from time to time. 
Not because something is 
wrong, but because you de-
serve to know what options 
you may have waiting for 
you.
  You may have more equity 

than you realize, especially if 
you’ve owned your home for 
a while or your home’s value 
has changed. My refinance 
calculator can help give you a 
quick ballpark figure of what 
you could potentially save 

each month. It’s not a final 
answer, but it is a good start-
ing point.

You don’t have to figure it 
out alone
  Homeownership FOMO 

usually shows up when you 
have just enough informa-
tion to feel behind, but not 
enough information to know 
what to do next. That’s where 
I can help.
  If you’re thinking about 

buying, we can look at what 
may be possible and what 

steps make sense from here. 
If you already own a home, 
we can talk through where 
your mortgage stands today 
and whether there’s any-
thing worth looking at more 
closely.
  Contact me today to talk 

through your questions and 
get a clearer idea of what 
could come next.

  Submitted by Victoria 
Blodgett, PrimeLending, 
Ludlow, Vt.

Overcome homeownership FOMO

REGION – Historian 
Martin Podskoch’s book 
“Vermont Civilian Conser-
vation Corps Camps: His-
tory, Memories & Legacy of 
the CCC” was released in 
August 2026. The book de-
scribes the history of the 36 
Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) camps and supply de-
pots where young men aged 
18-25 years and World War 
I veterans built dams, state 
parks, and state forests from 
1933-1942.
  For the past four years, 

Podskoch has visited and 
explored the 36 Vermont 
CCC camps and gathered 
the camps’ histories and 
photographs from historical 
societies, museums, librar-
ies, personal interviews, and 
state and college archives. 
Families of CCC young men 
and veterans who worked 
in Vermont state parks and 
forest shared their relatives’ 
memories and photos of 
camp life and work projects.

  The Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps (CCC) began on 
March 31, 1933, under Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt’s 
New Deal to relieve the pov-
erty and unemployment of 
the Great Depression. Work-
ers built trails, roads, camp-
sites, and dams; stocked fish; 
and built and maintained 
fire towers, observer’s cabins, 
and telephone lines. They 
also fought fires and planted 
millions of trees. The CCC 
disbanded in 1942 due to the 
need for men in World War 
II.
  Brian Lindner, native Ver-

monter and historian, stated, 
“At a time when the Great 
Depression was crushing 
the dreams of Americans, 
President Roosevelt created 
the Civilian Conservation 
Corps. Vermont State Forest-
er Perry Merrill saw its po-
tential and successfully lob-
bied Washington with a long 
list of ‘shovel-ready’ projects 
that created the state park 

system, hiking trails, forest 
fire protections, streambed 
improvements, and refores-
tation projects. These helped 
make Vermont a leader in 
the sport of skiing and out-
door recreation.” 
  The history of the fol-

lowing 36 Vermont towns 
with CCC camps and sup-
ply depots is told in Pods-
koch’s book: Barre Supply 
Depot, Bellows Falls, Beth-
el, Brunswick, Colchester 
Supply Depot, Colchester/
Army, Cuttingsville/Shrews-
bury, Danby/Mount Tabor, 
East Barre, East Burke, East 
Wallingford/Weston, El-
more, Jericho/Firing Range, 
Ludlow, Marshfield/Groton, 
Mendon, Middlesex, Mil-
ton, Montpelier/Middlesex/
Wrightsville, Montpelier/
McKee, Moscow, Northfield, 
North Thetford, Peru, Plym-
outh, Poultney, Ricker Mills, 
Rochester, Saint Albans, Sha-
ron, Underhill Center/Fir-
ing Range, Waterbury/Vil-
lage, Waterbury/Dam, West 
Burke/Sutton, Wilmington, 
and Windsor.
  “Marty Podskoch has been 

researching Vermont’s CCC 
camps for many years, and 

this book provides a compre-
hensive history of them,” said 
Lyman Orton, proprietor of 
The Vermont Country Store. 
“Many of the trails at Brom-
ley ski area were built by the 
CCC. The dirt road from 
Landgrove to Mount Tabor 
on Route 7 was worked on 
by CCC crews, and my fa-
ther pointed out the excellent 
job they did, as evidenced by 
the good condition the road 
was in compared with some 
town roads that did not hold 
up as well. My father told me, 
‘Those boys knew how to put 
down a good base,’ and it still 
rings in my ears.”
  Podskoch is a retired 

teacher from Delhi, N.Y., in 
the Catskill Mountains, and 
the author of 12 books. He 
also writes a weekly column 
called “Adirondack Stories” 
in five Adirondack newspa-
pers. Podskoch and his wife, 
Lynn, live in Easton, Conn. 
For more information, Pod-
skoch can be contacted at 
860-267-2442 or podskoch@
comcast.net. The book is 
available from the author, 
and at book stores, The Ver-
mont Country Store, and 
Amazon.

“Vermont Civilian Conservation Corps Camps” 
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arts & entertainment

Saturday, August 29, 2026   9am – 2pm
282 Thrasher Rd. Claremont, NH

Claremont Motorsports Park
DUST CONTROLLED ACCESS

CASH ONLY EVENT
Alternate Date September 19, 2026

Show Cars $10.00 (Driver and 1 Passenger)
Visitors $5.00  |  Kids 12 and under are free!

Registration 9am – Noon
Trophies awarded at 2pm

34 SPECTATOR CHOICE TROPHIES
ANTIQUE | CLASSIC | TRUCK | SPORTS CAR

STREET ROD/MODIFIED | MUSCLE CAR
2000 AND NEWER | MOTORCYCLE | TUNER
RAT ROD | BEST IN SHOW | KIDS CHOICE

DJ | Door Prizes | Food | T-Shirts | 50/50 Raffl e
Drone operators must have permission to fl y during the event

Store Open Daily 9-5:30
Beaver Pond Farm

1047 John Stark Hwy, 
Newport, NH
603-543-1107 

Find us on 
Facebook & Instagram

OUR OWN: 
Summer Produce, 
Berries, Grass-Fed 
Beef, Maple Syrup, 

Jams & Pie 

LOCAL-PRODUCED: 
Honey, Milk, Cheese, 

Pork, Chicken, 
Specialty Foods

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
Galley at the Vault is ex-
cited to present “An Illu-
sion of Proximity,” a show 
by wildlife photographer 
Steve Costello, on display 
from Aug. 5 – Sept. 22.
  Costello credits his spe-

cial interest in wildlife, es-
pecially his love for birds 
and animals, to three 
mentors. Growing up in 
Burlington, a childhood 
friend’s father introduced 
him to the outdoors and 
wildlife. Costello later at-
tended St. Michael’s Col-
lege, where photography 
professor Chazz Sutphen’s 
critiques and inspiration 
helped him fall in love 
with the camera.
  After a 10-year jour-

nalism career, Costello 
met bird advocate Meeri 
Zetterstrom on his first 
day at work at Central 
Vermont Public Service 
(CVPS), the electric util-
ity serving Milton, Vt., 
where she lived. Zetter-
strom, a native of Fin-
land, had seen a single 
osprey, a species that had 
been wiped out by DDT 
in the 1930s in Vermont. 
She wanted the state and 
CVPS, which owned the 
lake above which Zetter-
strom lived, to help re-
store the elegant raptors 
to Vermont skies.
  Costello, about 30, and 

Zetterstrom, in her 70s, 
became fast friends, and 
a partnership was born. 

Working with Zetterstrom, 
CVPS, later Green Mountain 
Power (GMP), and the Ver-
mont Department of Fish 
& Wildlife, Costello helped 
make Zetterstrom’s dream 
come true. A pair of ospreys 
eventually produced a single 
chick on a platform just be-
low Zetterstrom’s lakeside 
home, and thanks to Zetter-
strom’s relentless efforts and 
support from CVPS and the 
state, the birds proliferated. 
Within a decade, dozens 
of ospreys were fledging in 
Vermont each year. In 2005, 
they were removed from the 
Vermont endangered spe-
cies list.
  Throughout that effort, 

Costello learned at Zetter-
strom’s hand how to pho-
tograph wildlife without 
affecting it, and how to use 
photography to move people 
to support wildlife conserva-
tion. Most of this collection 
was photographed from 
substantial distances with 

long telephoto lenses.
  After retirement from 

GMP four years ago, Costel-
lo returned to his roots, 
writing wildlife stories and 
shooting photos for the Rut-
land Herald and the Times 
Argus on a regular basis.
  “One of my primary ob-

jectives is to provide the 
viewer with a look at wild-
life they might not normally 
be able to see themselves, to 
put them face to face with 
these beautiful and interest-
ing species,” Costello said. 
“I aim to create portraits of 
the birds, animals, and even 
reptiles, and what I call the 
illusion of proximity.”
  Gallery at the Vault is lo-

cated at 68 Main Street in 
Springfield, Vt. For more 
information, call 802-885-
7111, email galleryvault@
vermontel.net, or visit the 
gallery’s Facebook, Insta-
gram, or website, www.gal-
leryvault.org. Gallery at the 
Vault is accessible.

WESTON, Vt. – Come 
to Weston’s Town Green 
on Saturday, Aug. 22, from 
4-6 p.m., for a special Blue 
Flames Steel Band concert.
  Bring a picnic, family, and 

friends, and listen to some 
wonderful music thanks to 
the enchanting Blue Flames 
Steel Band, who for the 16th 
year are donating their tal-

ent and goodwill to this fes-
tive community celebration.
  One hundred forty years 

ago, nine pioneer women 
turned a smelly frog pond 
and muddy swamp into 
what is now called the most 
beautiful town green in Ver-
mont. The “Ladies of the 
Green,” in the spirit of their 
ancestors, welcome all to 

join in sharing their spirit 
of community and to 
provide some assistance 
to help our beloved play-
house recover from the 
devasting floods of 2023. 
  All contributions will 

benefit the Weston Com-
munity Association’s res-
toration of the Weston 
Playhouse.

Wildlife photographs at 
Gallery at the Vault

Fox kits.
PHOTO BY STEVE COSTELLO

Blue Flames Steel Band 
on the Weston Green

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Black Sheep Radio (WOOL 
FM) invites music lovers 
from across the region to 
celebrate community, live 
music, and local radio at 
WOOLstock 2026, taking 
place Saturday, Aug. 22, 
from 1-9 p.m., at the Bel-
lows Falls Waypoint Center.
  Inspired by the spirit of 

the original Woodstock, 
WOOLstock offers seven 
hours of peace, love, and 
music featuring an out-
standing lineup of regional 
performers, food, local bev-
erages, and family-friendly 
fun.

  This year’s performers in-
clude Man-Made Tragedies, 
The Milkhouse Heaters, 
Rustie Bus, and Chodus. 
WOOL-FM DJs will keep 
the energy flowing with live 
sets between performances 
throughout the day.
  In addition to great mu-

sic, attendees can enjoy 
food from Smokin’ Bowls, 
beer and cider from 7 Balls 
Brewing, raffles, and prizes.
  Admission is reasonably 

priced, and children under 
12 are admitted free, mak-
ing WOOLstock an afford-
able day of entertainment 
for the entire family.

  WOOLstock is both 
a celebration of local 
music and a fundraiser 
supporting WOOL  FM 
Black Sheep Radio, the 
region’s volunteer-pow-
ered community radio 
station. Proceeds help 
the station continue pro-
viding diverse program-
ming, local news, public 
affairs, and independent 
music throughout the 
Connecticut River Val-
ley.
 For more information 

about WOOLstock and 
WOOL FM, visit www.
blacksheepradio.org.

WOOLstock presents 
seven hours of music

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts invites the public to 
celebrate the opening of 
“METALSUM,” a new ex-
hibition by Putney artist 
Jane Kolias, whose inventive 
sculptures and metal quilts 
transform discarded objects 
into compelling works of 
art. An opening reception 
will be held Saturday, Aug. 
29, from 4-6 p.m., at NXT 
Gallery, located at Next 
Stage Arts, 15 Kimball Hill 
in Putney. The reception 
will feature an opportunity 
to meet the artist, explore 
the exhibition, and enjoy 
light refreshments. RSVPs 
are encouraged at www.
nextstagearts.org.
  Inspired by nature and 

guided by the materials 
themselves, Kolias creates 
rustic metal sculptures from 
abandoned objects gathered 
from antique shops, thrift 
stores, scrap yards, rural 
roadsides, woodland walks, 
and even the occasional 
kitchen drawer. Each piece 
begins with an idea but 
evolves organically as sal-
vaged components suggest 
new possibilities.
  The resulting works cel-

ebrate creativity, sustain-
ability, and the beauty of re-
invention. Kolias generally 
leaves her finished sculp-
tures unpainted, allowing 
the original character and 
weathered surfaces of the 
salvaged materials to re-
main visible.

  “METALSUM” also in-
troduces a newer dimension 
of Kolias’ practice: vibrant 
metal quilts crafted from 
vintage cookie tins. Drawing 
inspiration from traditional 
quilt patterns while embrac-
ing colorful reclaimed ma-
terials, these works expand 
her exploration of texture, 
pattern, color, and found-
object artistry.
  “Metal quilting is a new 

endeavor for me,” Kolias 
explains. “I use traditional 
quilt patterns for design 
inspiration and colorful 
cookie tins as a base mate-
rial. This invites me to bring 
the dynamics of color into 
my design work.”
  A lifelong artist, Kolias has 

worked across a remarkable 
range of creative disciplines, 
including theater, dance, 
costume design, textiles, 
landscape art, stonework, 
and hardscaping. Her ar-
tistic practice has encom-
passed community theater 
and cabaret, competitive 
ballroom dance, costume 
and wardrobe design, inte-
rior and textile arts, quilt-
ing, rug hooking, paint-
ing, needlepoint, and other 
crafts. She has also studied 
stonewall construction at 
The Stone Trust and devel-
oped her skills in hardscap-
ing and rock-garden design.
  Her recent focus on met-

alwork – including jewelry 
making, metal fabrication, 
welding, and metal quilt-

ing – brings together 
decades of creative expe-
rience in a body of work 
that is playful, inventive, 
and deeply rooted in 
craftsmanship.
  Born in New Hamp-

shire and now based in 
Putney, Kolias has main-
tained a lifelong connec-
tion to the arts as both an 
artist and teacher. 
  The exhibition will be 

on view at NXT Gallery 
through Nov. 8. The gal-
lery is open during Next 
Stage events and by ap-
pointment with the artist. 
To arrange a visit, contact 
Kolias at juliet_kilo@
msn.com or 603-703-
5699, or contact Next 
Stage Arts at info@next-
stagearts.org or 802-387-
0102.

Jane Kolias’ “METALSUM” 
opens at NXT Gallery

ATHENS, Vt. – The 
Athens Brick Meeting-
house Committee, in 
conjunction with the 
Athens Historic Preserva-
tion Society, is honored 
to host Cameo Baroque 
at the 1817 Brick Meet-
inghouse in Athens, Vt., 
on Saturday, Aug. 29, at 
4 p.m.
  Founded in 2014, 

Cameo Baroque – Leslie 
Stroud, traverso (Baroque 
flute); Beth Hilgartner, 
recorders and voice; Er-
nie Drown, harpsichord; 
and Laurie Rabut, viola 
da gamba – is Cameo 
Arts Foundation’s (CAF) 
in-house ensemble, and 

specializes in the music 
of the Baroque era per-
formed on period instru-
ments. Cameo Baroque is 
dedicated to bringing some 
lesser-known masterworks 
of the Baroque period to au-
diences. Most programs in-
clude at least one work that 
has been transcribed and/
or arranged by Hilgartner 
from 17th- and 18th-centu-
ry manuscripts available on-
line from the International 
Music Score Library Project, 
www.imslp.org. 
  Cameo Arts Founda-

tion, Inc. (CAF) organizes 
and underwrites Cameo 
Baroque benefit concerts 
so that communities in the 

Vermont and New Hamp-
shire region have access to 
high-quality, affordable live 
music, and organizations 
that work to meet basic hu-
man needs receive much-
needed support. Admission 
at all CAF-sponsored con-
certs is by free-will offer-
ing, all of which goes to the 
Vermont Asylum Assistance 
Project, the designated char-
ity for this concert.
  The Athens 1817 Meet-

inghouse is located at 2 
Meetinghouse Road just off 
Route 35. For more infor-
mation, contact Sherry Ma-
her at 802-275-2835, or fol-
low Athens Meetinghouse 
on Facebook.

Cameo Baroque in Athens
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LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Okemo Valley Regional 
Chamber of Commerce 
(OVRCC) is pleased to an-
nounce the sixth annual 
Best of Vermont Summer 
Festival, set to take place 
on Saturday, Aug. 22, and 
Sunday, Aug. 23, at Okemo 
Field, located at the inter-
section of Route 103 and 
Bixby Road in Ludlow, 
Vt. Gates open both days 
from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m., rain 
or shine. Now firmly es-
tablished as one of south-
central Vermont’s most be-
loved signature events, the 
festival brings together the 
best of the Okemo Valley – 
its makers, its musicians, 
its flavors, and the warm, 
community-rooted spirit 

that defines Vermont sum-
mers at their finest.
  Attendees can expect 

a vibrant, two-day mar-
ketplace alive with music 
and showcasing New Eng-
land makers and artisans 
celebrating the Vermont 
spirit, fine art, specialty 
foods, maple and cheese 
producers, and craft bever-
age makers. An expanded 
family fun zone offers 
clown performances, face 
painting, and hands-on 
activities for younger visi-
tors, while food trucks 
and a dining tent featuring 
New England lobster rolls 
round out the culinary of-
ferings, all set against the 
sweeping backdrop of the 
Green Mountains.

  The festival is made 
possible in part through 
the generous support of 
presenting sponsor Mary 
W. Davis Realtor & As-
sociates, whose continued 
commitment to the Oke-
mo Valley community ex-
emplifies the spirit of local 
partnership.

Live music lineup
  Two full days of live en-

tertainment, proudly spon-
sored by Inside Edge Rent-
als at Okemo, span folk, 
rock, Americana, and jam, 
closing Sunday afternoon 
with an interactive crowd-
favorite: line dancing with 
BOLD (Britt & Olivia).

Saturday, Aug.  22
  11 a.m. – 1 p.m: Bear 

Mountain Boys
  1-3 p.m.: The Loonz

  3-5 p.m: The Rustie Bus 
Band

Sunday, Aug. 23
  11 a.m. – 1 p.m.: Sammy 

Blanchette
  1-3 p.m. Rick Redington 

& Tuff Luv
  3-5 p.m. Line dancing 

with BOLD (Britt & Olivia)

Participating vendors
  Nearly 100 vendors will 

fill the festival grounds 
with a rich variety of goods 
from the Okemo Valley and 
across New England. Their 
products and crafts em-
body the best of Vermont 
and the region, including 
work from woodworkers, 
jewelers, fine artists, and 
photographers alongside 
specialty food producers, 
maple and cheese produc-
ers, and agricultural farms. 

Craft beverage lovers will 
find a strong selection of 
local breweries, wineries, 
and distilleries, rounding 
out a marketplace that tru-
ly reflects the depth and di-
versity of the Okemo Val-
ley’s creative and culinary 
community.

Thank you to our gener-
ous sponsors
  The OVRCC extends 

its deepest gratitude to 
the following exceptional 
sponsors, whose gener-
osity and community in-
vestment make the Best of 
Vermont Summer Festival 
possible:
  Presenting Sponsor 

Mary W. Davis Realtor & 
Associates; Lead Sponsors 
Okemo Mountain Resort 
and Inside Edge Rentals at 
Okemo; Foundation Spon-
sors The Vermont Country 
Store, Beacon Bank, and 
The Bus – Marble Val-

ley Regional Transit Dis-
trict; Beer Garden Spon-
sor Eight Oh Brew; Family 
Fun Zone Sponsors Cota 
& Cota, Heritage Fam-
ily Credit Union, and Dia-
mond Point Wealth Part-
ners; Program Sponsors J 
Vineyards & Winery, Wise 
Oak – a Davey Company, 
LaValley Building Supply, 
Oliver Subaru, and Four 
Seasons Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty; Supporting 
Sponsor Vermont’s Down 
to the Roots Destination 
Dispensary; and Friends 
of BOV Homestyle Restau-
rant and Master Plumbing 
Heating Cooling Water 
Treatment.

Admission
  Admission is affordably 

priced for the whole fam-
ily and available at the gate 
or online at www.yourpla-
ceinvermont.com/best-of-
vermont-summer-festival. 

BEST OF VERMONT SUMMER FESTIVAL RETURNS
SATURDAY, AUG. 22 & SUNDAY, AUG. 23

OKEMO FIELD, LUDLOW, VT

Festivalgoers enjoying blue skies. Multiple food, drink, and vendor options available from which to purchase.
PHOTOS PROVIDED
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