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History comes alive at The Fort at No. 4

BY LISA STICKNEY

CHARLESTOWN,
N.H. - The Fort at No. 4 is
a nonprofit history muse-
um located along the Con-
necticut River in Charles-
town, N.H., where visitors
can experience life on the
colonial frontier.

The museum focuses on
sharing the rich history and
stories of settlers, soldiers,
and Native peoples who
shaped the region. Immer-
sive experiences at The Fort
at No. 4 give visitors an op-
portunity to step back into
life during the Colonial era
in North America. The Fort
has attracted visitors from
at least 30 states and 14 dif-
ferent countries.

Alissa Bascom, a long-
time volunteer at The Fort
at No. 4, began her role as
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Historical reenactors portray colonists at The Fort at No. 4.
PHOTO PROVIDED

director in the fall of 2025.
The organization relies
heavily on volunteers and
operates as a nonprofit,
supported through grants,
donations, and admissions.

Bascom explained that
people are recognizing the
importance of history and
the significance of the Con-

necticut River region, and
appreciate the opportunity
to experience how settlers
lived and the battles that
were fought here.

This year is the United
States of America’s 250th
anniversary, which natu-
rally helps to generate in-
terest in the early settlers

of New England, sparking
a passion in some for the
country’s history and their
own local heritage. Bascom
said, “People are looking
for authentic experiences...
to come together, to talk
about how people came up
on the frontier here, and
why they came” She also

i

A battleground reenactment at The Fort at No. 4.
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shared, “We've seen incred-
ible growth here...we were
up 50% in our gift shop and
60% in our admissions year
over year.

The Fort at No. 4 is locat-
ed at 267 Springfield Road
in Charlestown, N.H., and
has experiences and activi-
ties for all ages. It operates
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2026-2027 Best Hospital by
U.S. News & World Report.

DHMC ranked region-
ally as the No. 1 hospital in

also earned national rec-
ognition from U.S. News.
Alice Peck Day Memorial
Hospital was recognized

a shared commitment to
excellence. I could not be
prouder of all they do to

earn this recognition””

res

seasonally from May-Oc-
tober, and the organization
hosts additional special
winter events, such as Mid-
winter — A Day of Winters
Past, which occurs during
the month of February and
allows participants to expe-
rience the same harsh win-
ter weather conditions as
early settlers and the chal-
lenges they survived.

Regular hours are Fri-
day and Saturday, from 10
am. - 4 p.m,; and Sunday,
from 10 am. - 3 p.m. Ad-
mission is discounted for
children ages 6-17. Chil-
dren 5 and under are ad-
mitted free, with reduced
rates for seniors and mem-
bers of the military and
their families.

A full schedule of upcom-
ing events, as well as more
information, can be found
at www.fortat4.org.
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communities that are often
underserved and those in
rural settings.

DHMC was rated as high-
performing in 18 catego-
ries, up from 15 last year.
New areas recognized this
year include back surgery
(spinal fusion); chronic
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease (COPD); ear, nose, and
throat surgery; heart failure;

The Hair Studio & Co.

BY LISA STICKNEY

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Katelyn “Katie” Duford is
bringing her passion for
hairstyling home with the
opening of The Hair Studio
& Co., a new salon located
inside the North Star Health
Center building at 100 Riv-
er Street in Springfield. A
2006 graduate of Springfield
High School, Duford was
born and raised in Spring-
field and said she is excited
to bring her work closer to
home.

Duford attended Keene
Beauty Academy in Keene,
N.H., and began her career
as a hairstylist at the Vil-
lage Salon in Walpole, N.H.,
where she worked for 10
years. After leaving the Vil-
lage Salon, she ventured out

tion.

“Being recognized year
after year by U.S. News re-
flects the extraordinary
commitment our teams
make every day to deliver
exceptional care to the pa-
tients and communities
we serve here in rural New
England,” said Dr. Joanne
M. Conroy, president and
CEO of Dartmouth Health.

Duford is a wife and the
mother of four children,
Winnie, 2; Leighton, 5; Saw-
yer, 9; and Ameira, 17. She
also volunteers as a cheer-
leading coach, working with
athletes from second grade
through high school.

Prior to opening, her hus-
band, Ryan Duford, helped
renovate the salon, installed
new flooring, and applied
fresh paint to brighten the
interior. The large windows
overlooking the river allow
sunlight to fill the room,
creating a warm and wel-
coming atmosphere.

The connecting rooms
are now available to rent
by square footage through
Springfield on the Move.
Duford explained that the
plan for developing the
space is to attract a variety

starting point for patients
and families, who should
consult with their personal
physicians when making
specific healthcare deci-
sions.

To determine the Best
Hospitals, U.S. News ana-
lyzed each hospital’s perfor-
mance based on objective
measures such as risk-ad-
justed mortality rates, pre-

opens in Springfield

feels good in here”

Duford offers haircuts
and hair coloring, and spe-
cializes in “lived-in” color

Katie Duford, owner of The Hair Studio & Co. in Springfield.

ventable complications, and
patient experience. The Best
Hospitals Specialty rank-
ings methodology and Pro-
cedures & Conditions rat-
ings methodology measure
patient outcomes using data
from more than 800 million
records of patient care.

“A hospital named among
the U.S. News Best Hospi-

tals has demonstrated its
commitment to high-quali-
ty care, especially in achiev-
ing successful outcomes for
patients,” said U.S. News
managing editor and chief
of health analysis, Ben
Harder. “A Best Hospitals
recognition reflects consis-
tent top-tier medical care to
its community”

PHOTO BY LISA STICKENY

match your hair” And, if a
customer is happy with their
current hair color, exten-
sions may also be matched

years of experience and has
worked with Duford for
years, both in Walpole and
in Clarmont.

The Hair Studio & Co. is
open Tuesday-Friday, from
9 am. - 4 pm., with oc-
casional Saturday appoint-
ments.

The Hair Studio & Co.
can be accessed from the
rear of the North Star
Health Center building.
Parking is available at 100
River Street. From the park-
ing area, walk across the
footbridge and through the
building, then exit at the
rear and proceed to the sep-
arate wing entrance on the
right, marked with The Hair
Studio & Co. sign. Continue
straight down the hallway,
past the restrooms on the
right, where a welcome mat
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www.VermontJournal.com

publisher@vermontjournal.com
ads@vermontjournal.com

editor@vermontjournal.com
calendar@vermontjournal.com

sales@vermontjournal.com
messagesales@vermontjournal.com

billing@vermontjournal.com

The deadline for all
content is Thursday
at 4 p.m. for the
following week’s

on her own, renting a booth  of practitioners and even- treatment. She is also proud toit. identifies the salon as open publication.
at Salon 41 in Claremont, tually grow into a wellness to offer custom color with Stylist Amanda Rog- for business. Additional
N.H. and spa center, potentially extensions - hair wefts. ers works with Duford on signage is expected to be in- ~ EMAIL CALENDAR EVENTS

Recently, Duford was giv-
en an opportunity to work
with Springfield on the
Move to establish her own
salon in her hometown and
to be closer to her family.

including massage therapy,
an esthetician, and other
services. The space is bright
and welcoming for clients.
Duford commented, “Ev-
erything, the lightness just

She explained, “Through a
consultation, we discuss...
what’s your color goal, and
we would pick your exten-
sion color, order [the prod-
uct], and customize and

Thursdays. Duford hopes
that Rogers will eventually
join her on staff, full-time,
in the very near future.
Rogers is currently accept-
ing new clients; she has 10

stalled as renovations to the
building continue.

Stop by to see Duford
and Rogers, or call Duford
at The Hair Studio & Co at
802-289-9752.

calendar@vermontjournal.com
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ARC Mechanical Contractors leadership transition -

REGION - ARC Mechan-
ical Contractors is pleased
to announce a leadership
transition that will con-
tinue the company’s long-
standing tradition of local
ownership, customer-fo-
cused service, and invest-
ment in the communities it
serves throughout Vermont
and New Hampshire.

As the company looks
toward the future, owner-
ship and leadership will
continue under the direc-
tion of owner and president
Jody Perkins and newly
appointed owner Tyson
Hayes, both of whom have
built their careers at ARC
Mechanical ~ Contractors
and represent the next gen-
eration of company leader-

ship.

Founded in 1947 as Al-
len Refrigeration Com-
pany, ARC Mechanical
Contractors has grown
from its refrigeration roots
into one of the region’s
most trusted providers of
mechanical  contracting,
HVAC, plumbing, and ser-
vice solutions. Throughout
its nearly 80-year history,
the company has remained
committed to delivering
quality workmanship, ex-
ceptional customer service,
and long-term relation-
ships.

“What makes this transi-
tion especially meaningful
is that it keeps ARC locally
owned and locally man-
aged,” said Perkins. “Across

our industry, many inde-
pendent contractors are
being sold to large acqui-

Hoppy Encounters of the
Fourth Kind beer release —

NEWPORT, N.H. -
Fourth Kind Films, of Cla-
remont, and Protectworth
Brewing, of Newport, will
celebrate the release of
Hoppy Encounters of the
Fourth Kind, a limited-
release American IPA, on
Saturday, Aug. 22, from 1-4

p.m., at Protectworth Brew-
ing, 633 John Stark High-
way in Newport.

Hoppy Encounters of the
Fourth Kind was created
through a collaboration
between the two Sullivan
County businesses and
features a name and label

inspired by the Fourth
Kind Films brand.

The event will include
live music by Waiting Til
Three, games, giveaways,
and the official release
of the beer. The event is
family-friendly and pet-
friendly.

Claremont Senior Center 14th

annual Car Show

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
The Claremont Senior Cen-
ter’s 14th annual car show
will be held on Saturday,
Aug. 29, from 9 am. - 2
p.m., at the Claremont Mo-
torsports Park, 282 Thrash-
er Road.

Vehicle registration runs
from 9 am. - 12 p.m. The
registration fee includes ac-
cess for the driver and one
passenger. Tickets may be
purchased at the event; kids
12 and younger enter for
free.

W

DIAMOND POINT WEALTH PARTNERS

Formerly Huntley Financial Services

Derek Karner

802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

s offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc.
eting names, products or services ref

mb UNRA/SH’C Osaic We: m, separately
here are independe At of Osaic Wealth,

Thirty-four spectator-
choice trophies will be
awarded beginning at 2
p.m. Categories include
antique, classic, truck,
sports car, street rod/
modified, muscle car,
2000 and newer, mo-
torcycle, tuner, rat rod,
Best in Show, and Kids
Choice.

There will also be a
DJ spinning up music
throughout the event.
Door prizes will be
awarded, and a 50-50
raffle will be drawn. Food
and T-shirts will also be
available.

Drone operators must
have permission to fly
during the event.

Proceeds from this
event will benefit the Cla-
remont Senior Center.

o
ARC Mechanical President Jody Perkins (left) and newly ap-
pointed owner Tyson Hayes.

PHOTO PROVIDED

sition groups and outside
investors. We are proud
that ARC will continue to
be led by people who live
here, work here, and have

Claremont Kiwanis

dedicated their careers to
serving our customers and
communities.”

Perkins has been with
ARC Mechanical Contrac-
tors for nearly 35 years,
beginning his career as a
service technician before
advancing through lead-
ership roles to become
president. Hayes joined the
company 15 years ago as a
service technician and has
earned increasing responsi-
bility through his technical
expertise, commitment to
customers, and leadership
within the organization.

“Jody and I share a deep
appreciation for the people
who have built this com-
pany over the decades;
said Hayes. “Having both
started in the field, we un-
derstand the importance of

taking care of customers,
supporting our employees,
and maintaining the values
that have made ARC suc-
cessful for generations”

ARC Mechanical Con-
tractors will continue oper-
ating from its headquarters
in Bradford, Vt., along with
offices in West Lebanon,
N.H., and Perkinsville, Vt.
Customers can expect the
same trusted team, high
level of service, and com-
mitment to excellence that
have defined the company
for nearly eight decades.

Looking ahead, the com-
pany remains focused on
investing in its employees,
strengthening customer re-
lationships, and supporting
the communities it proudly
serves throughout the re-
gion.

participate in National N1ght

Out——

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
The Claremont Kiwanis
Club was honored to
support National Night
Out on Tuesday, Aug. 4,
by cooking hamburgers
and hot dogs generously
provided by the Cla-
remont Police Depart-
ment. It was a privilege
to serve our neighbors,
spend time with lo-
cal families, and stand
alongside the officers
and first responders who
work every day to keep
our community safe.

Thank you to every-
one who came out to
connect, laugh, and cel-

Claremont Kiwanis members serve hamburgers and hot dogs
at National Night Out in Claremont, on Tuesday, Aug. 4.

ebrate what can happen
when a community comes
together. Were grateful

PHOTO PROVIDED

to have been a small part
of such a meaningful eve-
ning.

Nahoncll Night Out on the Square in Claremont, on Aug. 4.

BACKPACKS

& SCHOOL SUPPLIES
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SATU RDAY
AUGUST 15™
10a-12p

JOIN MAGIC 102 AND ALLEN BROTHERS FARM
MARKET ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 15TH FROM
10A-12P AND PICK UP A FREE BACK-TO-SCHOOL
BACKPACK FILLED WITH 45 ESSENTIAL SCHOOL
SUPPLIES LIKE PENS, PENCILS, NOTEBOOKS, AND
MORE! THE BACKPACKS ARE FREE, THANKS TO
OUR FRIENDS AT LANDMARK COLLEGE, VERMONT
SURROGACY NETWORK, AND 802 CREDIT UNION.
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

RESERVE A BACKPACK AT
MAGIC102.COM

RESERVATION NOT REQUIRED

BRATTLEBORO UDGET ,L F:Saving

credit union

Jermont Surrogacy
NETWORK —

vy LANDMARK

COLLEGE
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Your Neighborhood Shop for Savings

Home of VT’s Freshest Flower using \\’5 Cannatrol.

VALUE MENU MONDAYS & TUESDAYS
Specials on a variety of products

MARIA'S MEXICAN & MINI GOLF FRIDAYS
Purchase $50 worth of products, receive $10
meal coupon & FREE mini golf with receipt

RESTOCK & RECHARGE WEEKENDS
Shop w/ FREE cup of coffee/tea/hot chocolate

LOYALTY REWARDS & EVERYDAY DISCOUNTS
*Check our website for all details*

7 Pineview Drive, Chester 802-875-WEED
DownToTheRootsVT.com ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

(annabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT
AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or
use of cannabis may carry significant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law.
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The effects of edible cannabis may be
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration,
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience
harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the
influence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.

WATER WELLS & PUMPS

FAST SERVICE

# 1 CHOICE FOR WINDHAM & WINDSOR COUNTIES

800-831-8883

‘www.CushingandSons.com

Our 54th Year
Locally Owned & Operated

FREE ESTIMATES

SITE LOCATION « HYDROFRACKING
PUMP INSTALLATION « GEOTHERMAL

WE DO THE ENTIRE JOB

St. Charles

PHOTO PROVIDED

Daughters of Mary
Clothing Closet ——

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
The Clothing Closet in Bel-
lows Falls is off to a great
start due to the generosity
of parishioners and friends
of the closet. Gently used,
clean clothing is available for
amodest donation or an item
to swap. Currently, the Cloth-
ing Closet is featuring a wide
variety of summer dresses,
tops, and pants for women;
pants and tops for men; and
a growing selection of cloth-
ing for babies, toddlers, older
children, and teens. Summer
sandals, sneakers, and acces-
sories are also available.

The Clothing Closet’s vol-
unteers look forward to see-
ing you on Wednesdays and
Saturdays, from 10 am. - 2
pm. The Clothing Closet

is located in the St. Charles
Social Center on 34 Cherry
Hill Street in Bellows Falls.
Appointments can be made
with Katherine by calling
802-463-0729 if you have an
immediate need.

Please note that no one
will be turned away due to
lacking a donation. The pur-
pose of the Clothing Closet
is to support members of the
community who are in need
of clothing and may be strug-
gling financially. If you wish
to donate gently used, clean
clothing and footwear, we are
especially interested in items
for babies, toddlers, older
children, and teens at this
time. Donations are grate-
fully accepted during busi-
ness hours.

/

Road, E

Hill

SUGARHILL

berry farm

Pick Your Own Blueberries
802-259-2155

-ast Walli ngfor d, Vermont 05742

www.sugarh|Ilberryfarm.com
\_ call or check Facebook for days and times open )

\

The Message of the Week can be found at Claremont Com-
munity Center, Hannaford, Leo’s Market, Market Basket,
Runnings, State Line Grocery, and Walpole Grocery, among
other retailers in Alstead, Claremont, Newport, and Walpole.
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A very smart, energetic
1-year-old. This sweet

girl knows sit, down, and
shake. She loves food and
needs an active owner to
keep her busy.

Springfield Humane
Society,
802-885-3997,

401 Skitchewaug
Trail, Springfield, Vt.

54 Grain Store Road, Chester, VT
802-875-2333

Pet Food & Supplies « Animal Health Supplies

Fencing & Gates « Stable Needs « Grain & Feed
Soils & Mulches « Garden Seeds & Starting Supplies

JOLENE

A 2-year-old girl whose
inner beauty matches her
outer beauty. She was a
great mama, and now she
is looking for her happily
ever after. Could that be
with you?

Springfield Humane
Society,
802-885-3997,

401 Skitchewaug
Trail, Springfield, Vi.

(USTON PICTURE FRANING

[ 197 ELM STREET (802)-875-3295

———

OLLIE

Tall, dark, and handsome,
2-year-old Ollie. He has
lived with young kids

and cats, and is getting
depressed without a
family. Adoption fee has

been covered by a donor.

Springfield Humane
Society,
802-885-3997,

401 Skitchewaug
Trail, Springfield, Vt.

%5* | OOKING FOR A HOME

IF YOU WANT TO HELP IN OTHER
WAYS, OUR LOCAL
ORGANIZATIONS ARE ALWAYS
ACCEPTING CHARITABLE DONATIONS

NINA

Nina, spayed femdle, 1
year old. Nina has lots
of energy she loves to
burn off by playing fetch
and showing off her
athleficism.

Lucy Mackenzie
Humane Society,
802-484-5829,
4832 VT Route 44,
West Windsor, Vit.

ssie’s «°

. ..t - Place

a country K9 kennel

Boarding Daycare

802-875-3535 | 248 Elm Street | Chester, VT 05143
GussiesPlace@vermontel.net | www.GussiesPlace.com | Facebook

ALLEN

Allen, neutered male, 10
months old. Allen loves to
play by stalking around
people and pouncing on
toys.

Lucy Mackenzie
Humane Society,
802-484-5829,
4832 VT Route 44,
West Windsor, Vit.

HALLADAY’S

FLOWERS & GIFTS

802-463-3331
halladaysflowers.com

BART

Bart, neutered male, 1
year old. Bart loves to
snuggle up for belly rubs.
He would make a great
solo cat.

Lucy Mackenzie
Humane Society,
802-484-5829,
4832 VT Route 44,
West Windsor, Vt.

LILY PAD

| am 2-year-old Lily Pad.

| can have short kitty
minutes and may get a bit
overwhelmed. | think once
I am in a home and no
longer around other kitties
I will calm down.

Sullivan County
Humane Society,
603-542-3277,

14 Tremont Street,
Claremont, N.H.

Proud Participants of the Subaru Loves Pets Program

LUNDGREN

Subaru of Claremont
SUBARU A family run business since 1964

603-542-9966
152 Charlestown Rd, Claremont, NH 03743
www.lundgrensubaruofclaremont.com

KINSKI

| am 3-year-old Kinski. |
was a stray that was hit
by a car and had FHO
surgery on my left hind
leg. | am all healed up but
may walk a litfle funny. |
am FIV positive.

Sullivan County
Humane Society,
603-542-3277,

14 Tremont Street,
Claremont, N.H.

Rebecca Mitchell-Mead

1-603-543-7960
Owner

TN~y

M CONSIGNMENT

FASHION & HOME DECOR
Bringing new life to pre-loved treasures.

newlifeconsignment.com 11 Bowen Street
newlifeconsignmentllc@gmail.com Claremont, NH

Tues. Wed. Fri. Sat. 9-5, Thursday 96, Closed Sunday & Monday

FURRGIE

| am 8-month-old Furrgie.
| can be a bit spicy, but we
think once | am in a home
| will be calmer. I may do
better being the only kitty.
Please give me a chance.

Sullivan County
Humane Society,
603-542-3277,

14 Tremont Street,
Claremont, N.H.

Jelley's
DELI

2102 North Main St, Londonderry

VERMONT g g
LIQUOR STORE opirits

Tue & Fri, 9am-5pm
Wednesday, 9am-12pm
Saturday, 7:30am-12pm

HEAD

UARTERS _

Walk-In Only Salon 802-885-9595
Valari Freeborne Springfield Shopping Plaza
Owner/Operator Springfield, VT

Granite State Hobbies

@ Full Line Hobby Shop *

Traxxas Dealer
R/C Cars - Boats - Trains - Planes - Rockets
Models - Art Supplies - Craft Kits & More

Open Tues-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-4, Sun 10-3

603-504-6505
20 Pleasant Street
Claremont, NH 03743

Special Orders Welcome
Like us on Facebook
granitestatehobbhies@gmail.com

Baz is a 1-year-old, sweet,
and super playful guy. He
has lived with children and
dogs. He loves to explore
the outdoors and will
surely entertain his family

for hours!

Springfield Humane
Society,
802-885-3997,

401 Skitchewaug
Trail, Springfield, Vi.

Maebelline’s £
Breakfast W
& Lunch 5/\6%?

802-591-4311

12 Clinton Street
Springfield, VT

Grayson, neutered male,
3 years old. Grayson is
very affectionate and loves
fo play with stuffed toys.

Lucy Mackenzie
Humane Society,
802-484-5829,
4832 VT Route 44,
West Windsor, Vit.

JUDD’S

AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION
802-722-4200

6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158
Open Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:00, Closed Weekends

I[i» SNl BIGGUMS

| am 4-year-old Biggums.
| was a stray outside. |
am a shy boy but with
patience | am expected to
open up in a home to call
mine. | am FelV positive.

Sullivan County
Humane Society,
603-542-3277,

14 Tremont Street,
Claremont, N.H.

26 Opera House Square. Claremont, NH
Open Mon-Sat 7am-6:30 & Sun 7am-2pm
Online Ordering Hosted by Toast
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802 Credit Union donates to local orgamzatlons

REGION - 802 Credit
Union is celebrating 802
Day by giving back to the
communities that make the
802 special. In recognition
of the annual celebration,
802 Credit Union locations
across Vermont have each
selected a local nonprofit or
community organization to
receive an $802 donation.

The initiative celebrates
both the 802 Credit Union
brand and its deep connec-
tion to the communities it
serves. Each location was
invited to choose an organi-
zation or cause that is mean-
ingful to its local community,
putting the decisions directly
in the hands of the employ-
ees who live, work, and serve
members there.

“802 is more than our
name. It represents where we
live, where we work, and the
communities we are proud
to serve;” said Stacey Benoit,
chief operating officer at 802
Credit Union. “802 Day gives

Our Place Community Food Center in Bellows Falls receives

802 Day donation.

us another opportunity to
celebrate that connection by
putting support directly into
the hands of organizations
doing meaningful work in
our communities. Our teams
know their communities
well, and we wanted them
to choose organizations and
causes that matter locally”
Organizations that re-
ceived this year’s $802 com-
munity donations included

Celebrate abundance
with chair yoga ——

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Honor the bounty of the
season at August’s month-
ly chair yoga class at the
Springfield Town Library, 43
Main Street, on Friday, Aug.
21, at 10 a.m. Join in person
or online to learn supportive,
accessible movements you
can do right from your seat.

Chair yoga meets on the
third Friday of every month
for 60 minutes. With atten-
tion to brain boosting and
nervous system nourish-
ment, each month’s practice
will leave you feeling mobile
as well as grounded.

Classes are led by Jo Breg-
nard, a 500-hour certified
yoga teacher with additional
certifications in tai chi, acu-

brary and join live in
person for free; there’s no
need to preregister for this
option.

Springfield Town Li-
brary cardholders can
contact the library at
802-885-3108 or stlib@
vermontel.net to receive
a coupon code for free
online access. Those with-
out a library card can visit
www.studio.jobregnard.
com/product/88980  for
complete details on addi-
tional pricing options and
to sign up for online ac-
cess. Either way, you'll get
11 chair yoga videos re-
corded at the Springfield
Town Library as soon as
you register.

pressure, meditation, and For more information,

more. email jo@jobregnard.
Simply walk into the li- com.

45 TAYLOR HILL FULLY INSURED

ATHENS, VT 05143 FREE ESTIMATES

802-869-2905

T AYLOR EXCAVATING LLp

TRUCKING & EXCAVATING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS, LAND CLEARINGS, DRIVEWAYS
COMPLETE HOUSE SITES
LANDSCAPING, WALL BUILDING
LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

DAN

802-289-1508
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CATAMOUNT ACCOUNTING & FINANCE

FOCUS ON GROWTH

Full-Service Bookkeeping « Payroll Services
Budgeting/Reporting - Fractional CFO Services

Flexible Rates Based Upon Need
30+ Years of Experience

www.catamountaccountingfinance.com
415-786-7751 « Springfield, VT

SCHOOL <
-~ PROGRAM
(SCHOOL SUPPLIES & MORE)

Applications available at the
.-~ Thrift Store & website.
37B Main St, Ludlow 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

Deadline: August 13

Offered by
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Our Place Community Food
Center in Bellows Falls,
which provides food and
other essential support to
individuals and families in
the Bellows Falls area; Wind-
ham County Safe Place, a
child advocacy center and
special investigations unit
that provides free support,
forensic interviews, medical
exams, and therapy to child
and adult survivors of physi-

WOAGS RIGHTS
0 HUMAN IS |

SC!ENCE 1S REAL -=—q
LOVE IS0VE |

Staff at the Springfield Town Library receive a donation from
802 Credit Union.

cal and sexual abuse, serv-
ing the Windham County
community; Springfield
Town Library, which serves
the Springfield community
as a resource for learning,
literacy, information, and
connection; Rescue Inc. in
Townshend, which provides
lifesaving emergency medi-
cal services with compas-
sionate, professional care to
communities throughout the

PHOTO PROVIDED

region; and Windsor Food
Shelf, which helps address
food insecurity and provides
an important local resource
for individuals and families
in the Windsor community.

These donations, includ-
ing others across the state,
represent $10,426 invested
directly into Vermont orga-
nizations and reflect the di-
verse needs of the communi-
ties 802 Credit Union serves,

The Vermont Journal

including food security,
emergency services, youth
and families, older adults,
animal welfare, education,
and support for vulnerable
individuals.

“Community is at the
heart of who we are as a
credit union,” Benoit added.
“These organizations show
up for our neighbors every
day. We are proud to rec-
ognize their work, support
their missions, and celebrate
802 Day alongside the com-
munities we call home”

802 Day is an annual cele-
bration of 802 Credit Union’s
Vermont roots and its com-
mitment to its members, em-
ployees, and communities.
Throughout the year, the
credit union supports local
nonprofits, community or-
ganizations, events, and ini-
tiatives as part of its ongoing
commitment to strength-
ening the communities its
members and employees call
home.

Edgar May Stingrays swim team wins
at state meet -

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Over the weekend of
Aug. 1 and 2, the Edgar
May Health and Recre-
ation Center Stingrays
youth swim team won
Division 5 at the Ver-
mont State Meet, held at
the Upper Valley Aquat-
ic Center in White River
Junction.

The following swim-
mers achieved top-10
finishes: Jocelyn Maslan-
Shaal, 10, of Springfield,
in the 25-yard back-
stroke; Nizhoni Trahan,
11, of Bellows Falls, in
the 200-yard freestyle;
Nora Waters, 11, of Per-
kinsville, in the 100-yard
backstroke; Janey Whip-
ple, 14, of Springtield, in
the 100-yard freestyle,

50-yard backstroke,
100-yard  backstroke,
100-yard butterfly, and
100-yard individual

medley (IM); Lizzy War-
ren, 14, of Springfield,
in the 200-yard freestyle
and 500-yard freestyle;
Roxcy Cammock, 14, of

Windsor, in
the 100-yard
backstroke;
Ella Pelletier,
14, of Ches-
ter, in the
100-yard but-
terfly; Mollee
Thurston,
15, of Bel-
lows Falls, in
the 50-yard
breaststroke,
100-yard
breaststroke,
and 100-yard
IM; Jasper
Maslan, 6, of
Springfield,
in the 25-
yard freestyle
and 25-yard
backstroke; Ethan Ring,
8, of Weathersfield, in the
25-yard backstroke, 50-
yard freestyle, and 25-yard
breaststroke; and Dean
Long, 14, of Peru, in the
100-yard backstroke and
100-yard butterfly; as well
as the 10-and-under mixed
freestyle relay of Ethan
Ring, Ben Gardner, 8, of

Vi
ERMONT STATE SWIMMING

IONSHIP

The Stingrays swim team won the Division 5 championship.

Charlestown, N.H., Aqui-
nna Allen, 9, of Chester,
and Evita Pelletier, 9, of
Chester.

“I'm so proud of how
we swam at states, says
Stingrays head coach Julia
Lamb. “Everyone posted
at least one best time, and
most dropped significant
time in multiple events. We

PHOTO PROVIDED

came together as a team,
had fun, and swam fast”
Do you have a child who
is interested in joining the
Stingrays swim team? Con-
tact Lamb at jlamb@edgar-
may.org to learn more.

For more information,
call 802-885-2568, email
info@edgarmay.org, or vis-
it www.edgarmay.org.

Bibens Ace Operation Round Up a success

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
During the entire month

FOOD SHELF™

BLACK RIVER GOOD
NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday,

10 AM-3 PM

Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

“Ule are here to hely”

Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

Biberns
JCEH... ‘dware

Bibens Store Manager John Somers (leff) and employee Peter
Toney (right) present a donation check to Mark Fountain, of

Honor Flight New England.
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Free § Clear
Checking
Account

NO minimum balance

*Share account is required. No monthly fee refers to 802 Credit Union’s “free” accounts only.
Overdraft Protection after 30 days with conditions. See 802cu.com for details. NCUA.

NO maintenance fees
Overdraft Protection®

Access to hundreds of CO-OP
Network ATMs nationwide

802

credit union

802cu.com

of March, Aubuchon’s
Bibens Ace Hardware
agreed to promote a fun-
draiser to benefit Honor
Flight New England, a
nonprofit  organization
based in Hookset, N.H.
Management agreed to
allow patrons to round
up their purchases as part
of the fundraiser to ben-
efit Honor Flight New
England.

Honor Flight New
England was founded in
2010 by Joe Byron, who
is the executive director.
The organization raises
money to cover all ex-
penses to send World
War II, Korean War, and
Vietnam War veterans, to
Washington, D.C., for the
day to visit their respec-
tive war memorials and to
pay tribute to all of the he-
roes for their service to our
country.

The total amount raised
throughout the fundraiser
was $2,028.86.

Byron wishes to express
his sincerest thanks to the
community of Springfield
for their continued sup-
port of Honor Flight New
England, and to the owners
of Aubuchon’s Bibens Ace
Hardware for their support
and generosity.

On July 30, Store Man-
ager John Somers presented
Honor Flight New England
Representative Mark Foun-
tain with a donation check
in the amount of $2,028.86.
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Dorothy Buxton
celebration of life

WEATHERSFIELD, Vt. - A celebration of life for Doro-
thy “Dottie” Buxton, who passed away on March 15, 2026,
will be held at the Stoughton Pond Pavilion in Weathers-
field, Vt., on Aug. 23, at 1 p.m. Please wear something pur-

Marion A. Crandall, 1932-2026

PLYMOUTH, Vt. - Mar-
ion A. Crandall, 93, passed
away peacefully on Aug. 3,
2026, at the Gill Odd Fel-
lows Home in Ludlow, Vt.
She was born on Sept. 7,

ple to honor Dottie’s favorite color.

Kevin S. Hadley, 1956-2026

KEENE, N.H. - Kevin S.
Hadley, 70, passed away
from ALS (aka Lou Gehrig’s
disease) on July 31, 2026, at
Cheshire Medical Center in
Keene, N.H.

Kevin was born on July 7,
1956, in Bellows Falls, Vt.,
to Ken and Janice (Blake)
Hadley. At age 10, after
his father died from ALS,
the family moved to North
Springfield, Vt.

Kevin loved sports, espe-
cially baseball, from Little
League in North Springfield
through high school. He
was a standout on both the
Cosmos baseball and foot-
ball teams. More important
was his enthusiasm for the
games and his unwavering
loyalty to his teammates.
He graduated from Spring-
field High School in 1974.

Kevin was an avid Red
Sox fan from the time he
was a young boy watching
the game on TV with his
gramp. He was also a big
fan of John Wayne, easily
reciting lines from all his
movies.

Kevin worked at Green
Mountain Cabins in Ches-
ter, Vt., for a few years be-
fore he and his friend, the
late John Hall, purchased
an old fixer-upper Chevy
van. They headed west
in 1979, visiting national
parks.

He attended Vermont
Technical College and re-
ceived his mechanical en-
gineering degree in 1984.
Soon after, he was recruit-
ed by AT&T/Bell Labs in
North  Andover, Mass.,
where his career morphed
into microelectronic sales.
This work sent him around
the U.S. and overseas. He
retired at the age of 59 from
a global technology compa-
ny that manufactured opti-
cal communication compo-
nents.

In 1980, Kevin married
Nancy Hadley from Spring-
field, Vt. They both shared
a passion for travel while
focusing on their careers.
In 1992, they welcomed the
birth of their son, Kenny.
Over the years they resided
in Exeter and Newfields,
N.H. They enjoyed travel-
ing, boating, the beach, and
family gatherings. Tragedy
struck in 2017 when their

\\ \ \y/;?&'_/‘;
Kevin Hadley, 1956-2026.
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son, Kenny, succumbed to
ALS.

A vyear later, Kevin and
Nancy moved to Beaufort,
S.C., where they resided
for six years. However, they
missed the four seasons
and their families. They
returned to New England,
settling in Keene, N.H.,,
in 2024. Soon thereafter,
Kevin was diagnosed with
ALS. He was fortunate to
be part of a study and re-
search group that offers a
treatment to slow the pro-
gression of this dreadful,
debilitating disease. He re-
ceived a monthly injection
at DHMC under the care
of neurologist Dr. Elijah
Stommel.

He leaves behind his wife,
Nancy, after 45 years; his
son, Kenny (predeceased);
his sister, Marcia Fontaine;
his niece, Morgan Fon-
taine; and brother Colin
(Joanne); and many cous-
ins, extended family, and
friends.

Nancy would like to
thank the staff at Cheshire
Medical Center, including
Dr. El Chami, for the in-
credible and compassionate
care he received.

A celebration of his life
will be held Aug. 23, from
12-5 p.m., at Harpoon
Brewery in Windsor, Vt.

The family kindly asks
guests to wear Red Sox at-
tire to honor and celebrate
Kevin.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in his
name to the DHMC ALS
Research Center or the
ALS.org Association.

Arrangements are under
the care of Cheshire Fam-
ily Funeral Home, Chapel,
and Crematories, www.
cheshirefamilyth.com.
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GENERAL

AUTO éE]:VAGE Co.mc
New Hampshire and Vermont's Largest Auto Recycler!!!

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete - Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

800-562-3845 - 603-542-9595 - sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand . Gravel . Stone
Shurpac - Topsoil - Fill

5,000 Ib. Hydraulic
Hammer for
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

1932, in Jamestown, N.Y.
She was the daughter of
Fred Grant Ayer and Wil-
may Robins Ayer.

Marion was raised in
Plymouth, Vt., and went
to high school in Ludlow
and Springfield. She gradu-
ated from Springfield High
School in 1951.

On Oct. 21, 1951, she
married Gordon Maurice
Crandall, who was home
on leave from the Navy.
They then moved to Berke-
ley, Calif., to start their life
together.

Marion worked for the
Meals and Wheels Pro-
gram in Springfield, Vt.
She delivered many meals
to homebound people and
brightened their days with
her beautiful smile. Her
grandchildren have fond
memories of riding along
with her while she delivered
the meals. She also helped
to organize all the other
volunteers who delivered
the meals. After working
with this program, she be-
came a caregiver for people
who needed extra help and
a companion. She enjoyed
helping others to be able to
stay in their homes as long
as they could.

Some of Marion’s favorite
things to do were garden-
ing, reading, golfing, and
staying up on politics. She
had many dogs in her life,
and they were a great plea-
sure to her. She spent many
hours at her camp in Plym-
outh, Vt., stopping at yard
sales on the way for “bar-
gains” When at her camp,
time was spent with family
at campfires and cookouts.
These times were very spe-
cial to her, and she spent
many hours celebrating
with her loved ones. Family
trips to the beaches on the
coast of Maine were times
remembered and cherished
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Marion Crandall, 1932-2026.
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by all.

She is survived by her
four children, Susan (EI-
win) Crandall Peterson,
Kathryn (Ronald) Crandall
Westney, Rodney (Susan)
Crandall, and David Cran-
dall; and her grandchildren,
Jeremy (Danielle) Pinders,
Angela (Chad) Westney
Sharrow, Jennifer (Eric)
Westney Linn, Sarah West-
ney, Forest Crandall, and
Robin Crandall; as well as
many great-grandchildren,
nieces, and nephews.

Marion was predeceased
by her parents, husband,
son-in-law Elwin Peter-
son, and four siblings and
their spouses: sisters Mar-
garet (Vincent) Ayer Silli-
man, Dorothy (James) Ayer
Caporale, Virginia (Rich-
ard) Ayer Vorba; and broth-
er William Steven Ayer.

Marion had a softness
and a strength inside her
that could be felt by all. She
was loved by so many and
will be greatly missed.

The family would like to
thank all the staff at Brook-
wood Estate and the Gill
Odd Fellows Home for
their kindness and wonder-
ful care provided during
her stay with them.

A celebration of life will
be held at the Davis Memo-
rial Chapel on Saturday,
Aug. 22, at 1 p.m., with a
committal following at the
Plymouth Notch Cemetery.

Arrangements are under
the direction of Davis Me-
morial Chapel, 99 Summer
Street, Springfield, Vit.

Brownsville Community Church, 66 Brownsville-

Hartland Rd.

Sunday service is 9:30 a.m., held in the church with
reduced occupancy or streaming online at www.
facebook.com/brownsvillecommunitychurch and www.

brownsvilleumc-vt.org.

Vision of Light Church of Spiritualism and Healing,

P.O. Box 133, Windsor

The Sunday service is at 10 a.m. with Lay Pastor
Dawn Hancy via Zoom. Sign up for the Vision of Light
newsletter and Zoom links on Facebook @VOLChurch.

Immanuel Episcopal Church, 20 Church St.
Services are held most Sundays at 10 a.m., in person.
Please join us. All are welcome. For more information
go to Facebook @mmanuelEppiscopalChurch or to our
website www.immanuelepiscopal.org.

St. James United Methodist Church, 570 Main St.
Please join us Sundays, at 8:45 a.m. All are welcome.
For more information, go to www.facebook.com/

stiamesumcproctorsville.

Grafton Community Church, 55 Main St.
Worship begins Sunday at 10 a.m. View sermons
on Zoom. For more information, go to www.

graftoncommunitychurch.org or call 802-843-2346.

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, 90 Park St.

Sunday Liturgy is 9:30 a.m. and Saturday vespers at 5
p.m. For more information, call 802-885-2615 or Parish
Council President Thomas Barton at 802-263-5719.

August 12,2026 | 5

Christopher M. Farrar,
1954-2026

CHESTER, Vt. - Chris-
topher Mark Farrar was
born on March 23, 1954,
as the fourth of five sons,
to Ann and Francis Farrar,
of Andover, Vt. As a youth
and teen, Chris attended
local schools, graduating
from Green Mountain High
School in 1974. From there,
he pursued his undergradu-
ate studies at UVM, earning
his Bachelor of Science de-
gree in electrical engineer-
ing with a specific focus
on computer electronics.
Chris thereafter followed
his career to the West Coast,
working decades for Tera-
data and IBM. He died sud-

David W. Spoor,

1935-2026

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
David Warren Spoor, 90,
passed away peacefully
on the morning of July 21,
2026, at Providence Mil-
waukie Hospital in Mil-
waukie, Ore.

Born on Oct. 20, 1935,
in Springfield, Vt., David
served in the US. Army
and earned an associate’s
degree in engineering from
Franklin Technical College.
He worked at Kingsbury
Machine Tool Company
until retirement. David em-
braced the Baha’i Faith after
being introduced to it by a
coworker and found great
meaning in its teachings.
On June 11, 1972, David
married Lucinda “Cindy”
Gray after meeting her at a
square-dancing event. They
had one daughter, Melinda,
born in 1973. Cindy passed
away prematurely in De-
cember 1999, and he has
always missed her.

He is survived by his
daughter, Melinda Conway;
son-in-law, Michael Con-
way; grandchildren, Tristan,
Sequoia, and Keilani Con-
way;  brother, Kenneth

OVER 2000

BROKEN-IN TIRES
: —
CANON TIRE

1-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT
802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

denly on July 19, at his home
in Los Gatos, Calif.

Chris was a fun-loving
person who deeply enjoyed
hiking with his friends in
the beautiful regions of the
West, and he loved pho-
tography. His family and
friends will remember him
as loyal, generous, keen-
witted, good-humored, and
polite.

Survivors include his four
brothers, Francis Jr. (Jane),
of Killen, Ala; and Peter,
Timothy (Noél), and Daniel,
of Chester, Vt.; and numer-
ous cousins.

Plans for a local service
are yet to be determined.
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David Spoor, 1935-2026.
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Spoor; sister-in-law, Sara
Spoor; three nieces, Kath-
erine Gosselin, Karen Es-
terline, and Nancy Gunter;
and three grand-nieces.

A celebration of life was
held on Saturday, Aug. I,
from 1-4 p.m., at the Cathe-
dral of the Pines, 10 Hale
Hill Road, Rindge, N.H.
Donations may be made to
the Glaucoma Foundation
at  www.glaucomafounda-
tion.org/donate.

( )

OBITUARIES:

A 200-word obituary
is $100, and $0.60 per
word thereafter. A
photo is an additional
$20. Email to editor@
vermontjournal.com
by Monday at 12 p.m.

CHURCH
SERVICES:

We run Church
Services on an
alternating schedule.
Subject to space. All
services are posted
online at www.
VermontJournal.com.
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MORNINGSIDE
Service Station

* Custom Exhaust with Warranty
* Full Service Repair Facility

% Veteran Owned & Operated %

(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH
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SINCE 1917

4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

Butcher's Classic Pack
4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
4 PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

Scan Now To Order

Old Parish Community Church, 644 Main St.

A diverse, informal, and welcoming congregation.
Sunday service begins at 10:30 a.m. For more
information, contact Jon Bliss, minister, at 802-299-6721
or email oldparishchurchweston@gmail.com, or visit
www.oldparishcommunitychurch.org.

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

81081XEL separately $323-93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE s12999

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399 | 1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 81081XEL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last
Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area.
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 26M8931 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

=] '=.

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399
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AUG. 13 -

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - North
Star Health will host a
community health and fun
fair on Thursday, Aug. 13,
from 4-7 p.m., at the Great
Hall, 100 River Street.

This free, fun, family-
friendly event is open to

all ages and will feature a
wide range of health and
wellness activities, including
free backpacks, free health
screenings, community
resource tables, massages
from Shiatsu School of
Vermont, professional

face painting by Blossom
Winks, a bounce house,

an obstacle course, a
photo booth from VT NH
Photobooth, a bubble
station with giant bubbles,
and food for purchase from

802 Soul Kitchen.

AUG. 14 -

S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. -
The South Londonderry
Free Library is pleased to
announce a workshop for
all ages on Friday, Aug.

14, at 10:30 a.m. Join

art teacher Casey Junker
Bailey to learn about artist
Maria Merian. Her close
observations of nature and
detailed drawings in the
1600s changed the world'’s
understanding of science
in an age when women
were not expected fo be
artists or naturalists. In this
art workshop, which is free
and open fo adults as well
as children, we will make
our own butterfly books
and learn to observe and
draw the natural world. The
project is appropriate for
all ages. Participants will
also receive a free copy of
the beautifully illustrated
book “The Girl Who Drew
Butterflies.” This program
is supported in part by
Vermont Humanities,

the state affiliate of the
National Endowment for
the Humanities, www.
vermonthumanities.org.

TUNBRIDGE, Vt. - A Fami|y
contra dance will be held
on Friday, Aug. 14, from
7-10 p.m., at the Tunbridge
Town Hall, 271 Vermont
Route 110 in Tunbridge, Vt.

Refreshments will be served
at intermission. Admission
is by donation at the door.
Sponsored by Ed Larkin
Contra Dancers as seen at
Tunbridge World's Fair. For
more information, contact
Clyde Jenne at clydo46@
gmail.com or 802-436-
1152.

AUG. 15 -
PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. = Join
the Springfield Humane
Society on Saturday, Aug.
15, from 11-3 p.m,, at
Singleton’s General Store,
for a barbecue and car
show.

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Cruisin’ will play o free
outdoor concert, weather
permitting, at the Claremont
Senior Center, 5 Acer
Heights, on Saturday, Aug.
15, from 6-8:30 p.m. Bring
your own lawn chairs.
Snacks and drinks will be
served, BYOB if you wish.
This concert is open fo the
public.

AUG. 16 -
GRAFTON, Vt. — The
Grafton Cornet Band

Y\  Town of Westminster
= ) P.O. BOX 147 WESTMINSTER, VT 05158
7 Tel. 802-722- 4524 Fax 802-722-9816

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD (DRB)
WESTMINSTER TOWN HALL

Westminster, Vermont
Legal Notice

The Westminster Development Review Board will meet at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, September 8,

invites all o its free Foliage
Concert on the Grafton
Library lawn, 204 Main
Street. It's a traditional
community-band concert
with familiar and upbeat
music for the whole family
in beautiful Grafton.

Bring chairs or a blanket
for comfort and maybe

a picnic. For rain, the
band plays in the historic
Grafton Community Church
with great acoustics. The
band keeps its original
1867 name even though
all wind instruments

are now included. Glen
D’Eon directs. There’s a
lot to do in Grafton on a
summer Sunday, including
shopping, galleries,
museums, hiking, and
good eating. Visit www.
graftonband.org for more
information.

BRIDGEWATER CORNERS,
Vt. — On Sunday, Aug.

16, at 2 p.m., Kevin
Graffagnino, Vermont
historian and author,

will present “Zadock
Thompson and the Story
of Vermont.” Historian,
naturalist, professor, and
minister Zadock Thompson
(1796-1856) played a
significant role in how
19th-century Vermonters
viewed their state’s heritage
and appreciated its natural
resources. Thompson was
born in Bridgewater. This
program is co-hosted by
the Bridgewater Historical
Society and the Woodstock
History Center, and it is
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sponsored by the Vermont
Humanities Council. The
program will be held at

the Bridgewater Grange
Hall, 129 Route 100A. It

is free, open to the public,
and accessible to those with
disabilities.

LUDLOW, Vt. = The Order
of Eastern Star Mizpah
Chapter 40 will host a
picnic on Sunday, Aug. 16,
from 11 a.m. =2 p.m., at
22 Buttermilk Falls Road.
Hamburgers and hot dogs
will be provided. Bring a
salad or side dish. This
event is open to all.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. -
The Charlestown Historical
Society will be hosting its
annual open house and
picnic on Sunday, Aug.
16, at 2 p.m., at “The Little
Red Schoolhouse,” 1591
Acworth Road. Please
bring chairs and a potluck
dish fo share. Drinks

and watermelon will be
provided.

AUG. 17 -

LUDLOW, Vt. - The Black
River Valley Senior Center,
10 High Street, will serve
lunch on Monday, Aug.
17, at 12 p.m. The menu
will be John Murphy’s
barbecued chicken, salads,
and cupcakes provided

by Jackie’s Bake Shop for
dessert. Free cash bingo
will follow. Please make
reservations by calling 802-
228-7421. All ages are
welcome.

2026 to consider the following:

Application # 27-05
located at

3366 US Route 5. The owner and applicant are requesting a Change of Use to convert a single-
family home into an Inn serving a continental breakfast, located within the Historic Village
district of Westminster, Vermont.. This Application will be reviewed under Section 311 Site
Plan Review; Section 445 Village District Zone; & Article IX Historical Preservation Overlay
of the adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws.

Luis Gaullpa (Owner) & Eli Reed (Applicant) property

Application # 27-06 Mark Kielty (Owner) property located at 3806 US Route 5. The
owner is requesting approval for the demolition of the damaged structure and the subsequent
renovation of the remaining existing structure within the Historic Village District of
Westminster, Vermont. This Application will be reviewed under Section 311 Site Plan Review;
Section 445 Village District Zone; & Article IX Historical Preservation Overlay of the adopted
2017 Zoning Bylaws.

Application # 27-07 Philip Pellerin (Owner) property located at 30 Chaffee
Valley Road. The owner is requesting a Minor Subdivision in Westminster, Vermont.
This Application will be reviewed under Section 311 Site Plan Review; Section 447 Rural
Residential District Zone; & Article VIII Subdivision of Land (Minor Subdivision) of the
adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws.

Participation in the proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to make any subsequent appeals.

The application is available for review in the Westminster Town Hall, 3651 US Route 5
Westminster, Vermont 05158, Monday — Thursday from 7:30 am - 4:30 pm.

NOTICE OF TAX SALE
TOWN OF WINDHAM

The resident and non-resident owners, lienholders and mortgagees of property in the Town of
Windham, in the County of Windham and State of Vermont are hereby notified that the taxes
assessed for such town remain either in whole or in part unpaid on the following described
lands in such town, to wit:

1. Being land and premises consisting of 2.00 +/- acres located at 268 White Road (Windham
Grand List Parcel Number 040114.1) as conveyed to Gary L. Clay, Jr. by Quitclaim Deed of
Cathy L. Prouty, f/k/a Cathy L. Clay, joined by Douglas C. Prouty and Edith Hussey, dated
April 14, 1998 and recorded April 20, 1998 in Book 32, Page 493 of the Windham, Vermont
Land Records.

2. Being land and premises consisting of 1.40 +/- acres located at 418 Howard Hill Road
(Windham Grand List Parcel Number 010028) as conveyed to Lisa Marie Meyer Beshay by
Quitclaim Deed of Robert V. Packard and Lisa Marie Meyer Beshay dated April 5, 2021 and
recorded April 12, 2021 in Book 58, Page 339 of the Windham Land Records.

3. Being land and premises consisting of 1.60 +/- acres located at 0 Windham Springs Road
(Windham Grand List Parcel Number 040330) as John A. Simmons and David B. Runyon,
Jr. by Warranty Deed of Norman P. Haller and Joy M. Haller dated October 14, 1981 and
recorded October 27, 1981 in Book 21, Page 63 of the Windham Land Records.

4. Being land and premises consisting of 2.66 +/- acres located at 1397 Burbee Pond Road
(Windham Grand List Parcel Number 070144) as conveyed to Karen A. Watts by Warranty
Deed of Alexander M. Lehmann and Sandra Lehmann dated August 17, 2018 and recorded
August 18, 2018 in Book 56, Page 10 of the Windham Land Records.

5. Being land and premises consisting of 1.70 +/- acres located at 0 Windham Hill Road
(Windham Grand List Parcel Number 070201) as conveyed to Walter M. Webb III by
Warranty Deed of Walter M. Webb II dated June 8, 1989 and recorded June 23, 1989 in Book
26, Page 369 of the Windham Land Records.

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A § 5254, such property will be sold at public auction at the Windham
Town Office, a public place located at 5976 Windham Hill Road, Windham, Vermont on the
25th day of August, 2026, at 10:00 A.M., to discharge such taxes with costs unless previously
paid. Be advised that the owner or mortgagee, or the owner’s or mortgagee’s representatives or
assigns, of lands sold for taxes shall have a right to redemption for a period of one year from
the date of sale pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 5260.

Dated at Windham, Vermont this 21st day of July, 2026.

Paul Wyman
Collector of Delinquent Taxes
Town of Windham

NOTICE OF AN UPCOMING WESTON
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD HEARING

David and Travis Foster have submitted an application for a
home business on their land at 171 and 278 Vt Rt 100. The
Weston Development Review Board will hold a conditional
use and site plan review hearing on this application at the
Weston Town offices and on zoom on September, 2, 2026
starting at 5:00 PM.

Those interested in seeing the applications, submitting written
comments, or finding out how to attend the meeting online
should contact the Zoning Administrator at: Town of Weston
P.O Box 98, Weston Vt. 05161 or Zoning@westonvt.org.

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §§ 4464(a)(1)(C) and 4471(a),
participation in this local proceeding is a prerequisite to the
right to take any subsequent appeal.

Town of Weston, Vermont - Job Opening
Highway Maintenance & Equipment Operator
Full-Time Position

The Town of Weston is seeking a qualified and motivated
individual to join our Road Crew as a Highway Maintenance
& Equipment Operator. This is a full-time, year-round
position with benefits, offering the opportunity to work
outdoors, operate heavy equipment, and support the
essential maintenance of the town’s infrastructure.

Key Responsibilities:

« Plow and sand town roads during winter storms

o Operate trucks and heavy equipment for hauling, ditching,
excavation, and road repair

o Maintain gravel and paved roads, drainage systems,
culverts, and signage

o Perform roadside mowing, brush cutting, and general
vegetation control

« Use hand tools and power equipment such as chainsaws,
weed whackers, mowers, and chippers

« Conduct minor repairs and routine maintenance on town
vehicles and equipment

o Assist with town building and grounds maintenance

« Respond to emergencies and weather events on a 24/7
on-call basis

« Communicate professionally with residents, coworkers,
and supervisors

Qualifications:

» Must be in good physical condition, able to lift 35 Ibs
regularly and up to 100 Ibs occasionally

« Ability to bend, walk, and work on uneven terrain and in
all weather conditions

« Valid Class B Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) or
ability to obtain one

« Experience with highway maintenance or heavy equipment
preferred but not required

« Willingness to follow safety practices and town policies

« Positive attitude and ability to work as part of a team

Benefits Include:

» Competitive hourly wage based on experience
o Health insurance

« Retirement benefits, including pension

« Paid holidays and time off

Applications may be:

« Dropped off at the Weston Town Office

» Mailed to: Town of Weston, PO Box 98, Weston, VT 05161
« Emailed to: selectboard@westonvt.org

Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.

The Town of Weston is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

AUG. 19 -
CLAREMONT, N.H. -
The Apiary, 84 Pleasant
Street, will host a guided
watercolor painting
experience led by artist
Tabitha Randall to create
your own seashells on
Wednesday, Aug. 19,
from 6-7:30 p.m. BYOB,
beverages, and snacks.
Register at www.facebook.
com/events/256013550
7796522.

AUG. 21 -

CHESTER, Vt. - Join the
Springfield Humane Society
for a grill and chill at One
Credit Union in Chester,
569 Route 103 South, on
Friday, Aug. 21, from 11
am.—2p.m.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. -
Gerry Grimo & The East
Bay Jazz Ensemble will
perform at the Charlestown
Senior Center, 5 Acer
Heights, on Friday, Aug.
21, from 7-9 p.m. Small
suggested donation. There
is a large dance floor and

comfortable seating. Snacks
will be available, BYOB.

SUNDAYS -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vit. -
Bellows Falls Loyal Order
of Moose will be hosting

a community breakfast on
the first and third Sunday
of every month, downstairs
at the Bellows Falls Moose
Lodge, 59 Westminster
Street in Bellows Fallls, from
8-10 a.m. All you can eat
for a minimal cost.

MONDAYS -

LUDLOW, Vt. - The Fletcher
Memorial Library, 88

Main Street, hosts a writers
group on the first and third
Monday of every month,
from 5-6:30 p.m. Are

you interested in sharing
your work and receiving
feedback from other
writers2 Join us. Bring three
pages to share. Hosted by
Catherine Martin. For more
information, call 802-228-
8921.

TUESDAYS -
CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Men's pool games are
played every Tuesday
and Thursday, from 9
a.m.— 12 p.m., at the
Claremont Senior Center,
5 Acer Heights. All men
are welcome. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

WEDNESDAYS -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — Every
Wednesday morning,
from 8-11 a.m., at the
Springfield VFW Post
771, 191 River Street, we
get together with fellow
veterans for coffee and
donuts, and socialize for a
few hours. All veterans of
all ages are welcome. You
do not have to be a VFW or
American Legion member
to come. Call 802-885-

6008 for more information.

THURSDAYS -
CLAREMONT, NLH. - The
Claremont Senior Center,

5 Acer Heights, holds
computer clinics on the third
Thursday of every month,
from 1-3 p.m. Bring your
computer or laptop in if
you need help with it. This
is for seniors only. Emily
and Luke will help you
troubleshoot any problems
you are having, or help
you to better understand
your computer. You are
responsible if any parts
need to be purchased, but
that is not usually the case.
They can also help you with
your cell phone, especially
if it is an Android. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.
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LEGALS

Dear Neighbors,

Have you been wondering
what goes on inside Create To-
gether? We would love to show
you around. Drop by for a quick,
casual tour of our space. You can
see our setup, look at ongoing
projects, and meet some of the
creative folks in our community.

Why you should join us for an
upcoming workshop:

Learn new skills; get hands-on
guidance from experienced lo-
cal instructors. No equipment is

Dear Editor,

Six months ago, the Vermont
Agency of Education released
guidance encouraging schools
to use artificial intelligence to
improve teaching and learning
while preserving the human
relationships that define educa-
tion.

On July 16, it was announced
that the U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation has identified Vermont
as “needing improvement” in
supporting students with dis-
abilities. This article also noted
that “the last time Vermont met
the federal requirements was
20187

At a glance, these two devel-
opments may appear unrelated;
together they raise an impor-
tant question: are we investing
enough attention in improving
how education is governed?
2018 also marked the first wave
of forced school mergers under
Act 46, with some communi-
ties having to permanently close
their public schools two years
later during Covids extended
school shutdown in 2020.

Vermont has spent nearly
a decade reorganizing school
governance through successive
legislative initiatives, beginning
with Act 46 (2016) and continu-
ing through Act 73 (2026). Each
promised structural improve-
ment and cost efficiencies. Dur-
ing this same decade, the state’s
special education performance
deteriorated, educational spend-
ing continued to increase, and
policymakers returned once
again to debates over district
organization rather than the ef-
fectiveness of governance itself.

To date, public discussion
has focused almost entirely on
Al in classrooms. Far less atten-
tion has been paid to ATs po-
tential to transform educational
governance. Al deserves to be
considered not only as a class-
room technology, but also as a
governance technology. Gover-
nance is more than legislation or
school board meetings. It is the
system through which informa-

needed; we provide all the tools,
safety gear, and materials. Meet
your neighbors; connect with
fellow makers in a welcoming,
collaborative space. Take home
a creation; leave every session
with something unique you
made yourself.

Whether you are a seasoned
maker or have never picked up a
tool in your life, there is a place
for you here. We are located at
Fletcher Farm, 611 Route 103

tion is gathered, priorities are
established, decisions are made,
and institutions are held ac-
countable. Viewed through this
lens, Al is not simply another
educational technology; it is an
opportunity to modernize the
operating system of educational
governance.

Vermont has failed to meet
federal special education re-
quirements since 2018 while
the number of students attend-
ing Vermont schools dwindles
and the cost of operating our
schools remains unsustainable.
Those realities warrant more
than another  conversation
about compliance. They war-
rant a thorough examination of
whether Vermont’s educational
governance model is equipped
to meet today’s challenges.

The legislature spent much
of the 2026 legislative session
debating mandatory versus vol-
untary consolidation without
reaching a resolution before
adjournment, leaving school
administrators and volunteer
school board members to plan
for another year without clear
direction. Vermont has spent
years talking about reforming
schools when it is governance
itself that must evolve.

Now that the U.S. Department
of Education has told Vermont
that it “needs intervention” in
special education, it is time to
examine underlying causes
through a broader governance
lens. A decade ago, Act 46 prom-
ised that consolidating school
districts would improve efficien-
cy and reduce costs. The fact is
these goals have not yet been
achieved. Educational spending
continues to increase while the
cost of living grows further out
of step with Vermont’s economic
opportunities. Rather than ex-
pecting schools alone to im-
prove outcomes, we need to ask
and answer whether Vermont's
governance model is helping or
hindering their ability to do so.

Vermont’s educators and

TOWN OF CAVENDISH

The Town of Cavendish is seeking bids from qualified
contractors for energy improvements to the Town Office,
Wastewater Treatment Plant and Water Filtration Plant, and
for ADA improvements to the Town Office. The Request for
Bids and related plans and specifications can be found on
the Mount Ascutney Regional Commission’s website https://

www.marcvt.org under “Grants & RFPs” A walk-through is
scheduled for Thursday, August 13, starting at 9:00 AM at the
Town Office (37 High Street in Cavendish). The deadline for
bid submissions is Friday, September 4, at 4:00 PM.

South in Ludlow, and open
for walk-in tours almost any
time you see the “Open” flags
out, Tuesday-Saturday.

You can also check out our
full workshop schedule on-
line at www.createtogethervt.
org. Hope to see you soon.

Sincerely,

Charlotte Galley

Executive Director, Create
Together at Fletcher Farm

school-based leaders have
demonstrated extraordinary
resilience through consolida-
tion, pandemic disruption,
declining enrollment, fis-
cal pressures, and excessive
waves of top-down reform.
Before instructional strate-
gies can be expected to solve
yet another problem created
elsewhere in the system, per-
haps it is time for governance
to become the object of im-
provement.

If Vermont wants to reverse
its current trajectory, the first
step is not another round of
school improvement; it is
modernizing the operating
system behind educational
governance and school ac-
countability.

Artificial intelligence has
received considerable atten-
tion as a classroom technol-
ogy. Its even greater potential
may lie in helping school
boards, policymakers, and
educational leaders synthe-
size complex information,
evaluate alternatives, and
make more transparent deci-
sions. Strengthening gover-
nance in this way would not
only improve Vermont’s abil-
ity to meet its federal obliga-
tions, but also increase public
confidence that educational
policy is being guided by
evidence, transparency, and
thoughtful human judgment.

Sincerely,
Kendra Rickerby
Proctorsville, Vt.

BUYING/
SELLING

BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper
$$, Vintage Sports Postcards,
Comics. See our displays at
antique centers in Chester and
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available.

CLEAN OUTS +
MORE

EZ-Dump Enterprises has a 15-
yard dump trailer available for
rent. We're also here for heating
equipment, appliance removal,
home/storage unit clean outs,
stump grinding, and refinishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfield, V+. area. Call/text
802-376-1168 or email ezdump.
bl@gmail.com.

ELECTRICIAN

LEVI ELECTRIC - 917-417-7880
levielectricvt.com — Trusted resi-
dential electrician with 10+ years
experience. Upgrades, lighting,
EV chargers, panels, service calls.
Proctorsville-based. Quality work,
fair pricing, free estimates.

FOR RENT

CHESTER, Vt. — Share home with
LGBTQ-friendly couple offering
lovely furnished space on rural
property with saliwater fish, two
dogs, chickens. $650/month.
Compatible dog considered. No
smoking. Covid vaccine required.
802-863-5625 or HomeShareV-
ermontorg for  application.
Interview, references, background
checks required. EHO.

PROCTROSVILLE, Vt. - Single-
mom offering furnished, 1st
floor studio apartment. Seeking
responsible adult for overnight
presence, childcare, transporta-
tion, dog outings. Open to guest
with compatible dog. Must be kid-
and dog-Friend|y. $700/month.
802-863-5625 or HomeShareV-
ermontorg  for  application.
Interview, references, background
checks required. EHO.

Chester, Vermont.

chestervt.gov.

Meetings.

CHESTER SELECTBOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ADOPTION OF
TOWN OF CHESTER MOTOR VEHICLE
AND TRAFFIC ORDINANCE

The Chester Selectboard will convene a public hearing on
proposed revisions to the Town of Chester Motor Vehicle
and Traffic Ordinance on Wednesday, September 16, 2026,
at 6:30 p.m. at the Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street in

The full text of the proposed Town of Chester Motor Vehicle
and Traffic Ordinance may be viewed at the Town Clerk’s
office and on the home page of the Town’s website at www.

A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom
videoconference may be found on the Town of Chester
website home page at www.chestervt.gov under Selectboard

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 6th day of August, 2026
Julie Hance, Town Manager, Town of Chester, Vermont

WANTED

CLAREMONT, N.H. - This is a
request for information for Dr.
Emery Fitch, who had the first
cancer clinic in New Hampshire
in the 1930s. His practice was
located on the corner of Kite Hill

August 12,2026 | 7

tients still be alive? Contact Dan
at dgdagenais@aol.com.

YARD SALE

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. — Moving sale,
Saturday, Aug. 15, from 9 a.m. -
4 p.m. 481 Kendricks Corner

and Myrtle Street in Claremont,
N.H. Seeking any photos of the
Victorian mansion site for his
practice. Would any of his pa-

Road, Perkinsville.
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Attention Springfield High School
Class of 2019 Alumni

Per state regulations we are only required to keep student
records for 7 years.

We are notifying the class of 2019 that we will be destroying
student records on August 14, 2026, unless we hear from you.

These must be physically picked up by you or provide written
permission for someone else to acquire them.

Please contact Nancy Bovat at 802-885-7914 to coordinate a
time to pick up your records if you would like them.

DESTRUCTION OF EDUCATIONAL RECORDS
SPRINGFIELD VERMONT SCHOOL DISTRICT
301 South Street
Springfield, Vermont 05156
802-885-5121

The Springfield School District (Vermont) will be conducting
a “Destruction of Records”. These are Special Education
records and personally identifiable information used within
the Individuals with Disability Education Act but are no
longer needed to provide educational services to students.
The aforementioned records for students with a birth year of
2000 will be available for pick up before August 21, 2026. Any
person desiring their records must put the request in writing
or in an email to the Student Special Services Department.

Requests must include the student’s name (including any
possible name changes) and the student’s date of birth.
Please send your request before August 21, 2026, to:

Director of Student Special Services
Springfield School District

301 South Street

Springfield, Vermont 05156

(802) 885-5121

(email request to: adavis@ssdvt.org)

Other instructions will be provided after making initial
contact.

Town of Londonderry, Vermont
Notice of Ordinance Adoption

The Town of Londonderry Selectboard hereby gives notice
pursuant to 24 V.S.A. 1972(a)(1) that on August 03, 2026, the
Board voted to adopt an Ordinance Controlling the Use of
Alcoholic Beverages on Town Property.

In summary, the Ordinance Controlling the Use of Alcoholic
Beverages on Town Property regulates the use of alcohol

on Town Property by prohibiting its use unless specifically
permitted by the Selectboard. This Ordinance supersedes the
prior Alcoholic Beverage Control Ordinance.

The complete text of the Ordinance Controlling the Use of
Alcoholic Beverages on Town Property can be examined

on the Town’s web site (www.londonderryvt.gov) or at the
Londonderry Town ClerK’s office, 100 Old School Street,
South Londonderry, VT 05155. Questions or comments
regarding this proposed ordinance can be directed to Town
Administrator Aileen Tulloch by phone at 802-824-3356, by
email at townadmin@londonderryvt.gov, or by US Mail at
100 Old School Street, South Londonderry, VT 05155.

Unless a petition is filed as described below, the Ordinance
shall become effective 60 days after the date of its adoption.
Notice is hereby given of the right to petition for a permissive
referendum vote on this ordinance at an annual or special
meeting as provided for in 24 V.S.A 1973. Such petition

for a permissive referendum must be signed by not less

than five (5) percent of the qualified voters of the Town of
Londonderry and shall be presented to the Selectboard or the
Town Clerk within forty-four (44) days following the date of
adoption.

Art Crafts Gifts
CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM

Discover your creative side - Workshops, studio hours, youth
camps, and private events for everyone!

Ludlow, VT 802-228-8770 www.CreateTogetherVT.org
(12/9/26 - 52)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT

Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops

68 Main St, Springfield VT 802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5

Russell Porter Retrospective July 23-Oct. 13
Born in Springfield VT on Dec. 13, 1871, Porter was a renowned

arfist, engineer, architect, carfographer, astronomer, and Arc-
tic explorer.

galleryvault.org

An lllusion of Proximity Show by Wildlife Photographer, Steve
Costello. Reception Aug. 14. 5- 6:30. Show runs to Sept. 19.

Upcoming Workshops include Raku w/ Andrew Berends,
Painting the Vibrant Colors of Fall in Watercolor w/ Rob O’Brien
(10/07/26 - TFN - 13)

Builders/Contractors
A & J’S TREE SERVICE

No job too big or too small. Also offering general contfracting.
Free Estimates & Fully Insured. “Dangerous Trees are our Spe-
cialty.” 802-376-7000.

(10/21/26 - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC

Navy Seabee Veteran owned. We pride ourselves on customer
service, and getting the job done right the first time. We are look-
ing to book up our season. Decks, custom tile shower, siding, doors,
windows, drywall, foundation repair, you name we do it. Check us
out on Instagram @nedthehammer. Ned Mortensen, cell 802-376-
3275, edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.

(03/17/27 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville.

802-558-5267.
(08/12/26 - 13)

Campground

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates.
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com.

(08/19/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY

Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls,
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates.
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.

(10/07/26 - 26)

Organic Lawn & Land Care

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND

2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026 + 2027! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com.

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large

Private Sites!
(08/26/26 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10a.m. -5 p.m.

(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)

GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN

We’re Different- Our organic lawn and garden care brings
peace of mind for the family, friends and critters using your
yard. Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet,
5o you can relax while we do the hard work.

Fence Installations - Expert, best-quality fence installations
with references available. Call Today!

Driveway Repairs & Drainage Work- Does your driveway need
some TLC? Call Green Bee!

We're fully insured, reliable and priced right. Reach Out Today
to secure your spot in our 2026 schedule! Phone, text or email:
802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com

(09/16/26 - 26)
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PROS TO KNOW

Are you using all of your VA home loan benefits? —

REGION - Do you know
all your VA home loan
benefits? I've met buyers
and homeowners who are
surprised to learn just how
flexible these mortgages
can be. They usually know
it can help them purchase
a home with $0 down, but
they don’t always realize
it can also support other
goals, like refinancing, ren-
ovating, or accessing home
equity.

What Is a VA home loan?

A VA home loan is a gov-
ernment-backed mortgage,
a portion of which is guar-
anteed by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs
(VA). It was created for eli-
gible veterans, active-duty
service members, and qual-
ified surviving spouses to
make buying or refinancing
a home more accessible.

The cool thing about
these loans is the benefits
they allow a lender to offer
that aren’t always available
with a conventional loan.
That can include options
like no down payment, no
private mortgage insur-
ance, and, at PrimeLend-

ing, no lender fees.

Other benefits include the
ability to finance a higher-
priced home, depending on
eligibility and loan limits;
no penalty for paying off
your loan early; limits on
certain closing costs; the
option for the seller to help
pay eligible closing costs;
and possible support from
the VA if you have trouble
making payments.

What are my VA loan op-
tions?

Like other mortgage pro-
grams, VA loans aren’t one-
size-fits all. Some of the
most common options are
listed here:

- VA fixed-rate mortgage:
predictable monthly pay-
ments, great for people
planning to plant roots

- VA adjustable-rate
mortgage (ARM): flexibil-
ity, especially if youre ex-
pecting to move in the next
few years

- VA jumbo loan: a good
option to help eligible bor-
rowers buy homes that are
above standard conforming
loan limits.

- VA renovation loan:

Primel.endingm

Purchase | Refinance | Renovation

VICTORIA BLODGETT

PRODUCTION MANAGER | NMLS: 179656

\ @ vbprimelending.com (X vblodgett@primelending.com

802-683-8697

St #1C | Ludlow, VT 05149

Cormpany (Primelending). (NMLS: 13649
any, Primelending VT lender lic no. 6127 ai

Home Loans Made Simple

g Lender.
no. 0964 MB, V062323

BARRETT
&VALLEY

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

helps finance home im-
provements or upgrades.

- VA cash-out refinance:
access a portion of your
home’s equity as a lump-
sum cash payout to use
any way you want (tuition,
consolidating high-interest
debt, unexpected expenses,
etc.).

- Interest Rate Reduction
Refinance Loan (IRRRL):
refinance at a lower in-
terest rate to help lower
your monthly payment or
change your terms.

I know that list might
look intimidating, but you
don't need to know what
option fits you best before
reaching out. That’s what
I'm here to help you figure
out.

Who qualifies?
Veterans, active-duty
service ~members, and

qualified spouses may all
be eligible for a VA mort-
gage. This may include ac-
tive-duty service members,
veterans with honorable
discharge, National Guard
or reserve members with
enough service time, or an
eligible surviving spouse of
a service member who died
in the line or duty or from a
service-related injury.

To confirm that you meet
the VA’ requirements, you
will need to request a Cer-
tificate of Eligibility (COE).
Not sure if you would qual-
ify? Thats totally normal.
Just know, you dont have

to figure it out alone. I can
help you review the basics
and walk through what may
be needed.

Whether youre buying,
refinancing, renovating, or
just trying to understand

your VA loan options, I'd be
happy to walk you through
everything.

Submitted by Victoria
Blodgett, Prime Lending,
Ludlow, Vt.

Update on former Parks &

Woolson building

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
The Parks & Woolson
building, located at 33
Park Street in Spring-
field, Vt., was originally
constructed in 1826 as a
three-story, gable-roofed,
wood-framed building,
housing a manufacturer
of textile finishing equip-
ment. Additions to the
structure along the Black
River were made in 1877,
1910, and 1914.

The Parks & Woolson
building is one of the old-
est existing manufactur-
ing plants, and was one
of the last major mills
to remain operational
in Springfield. It ceased
production in 2003. The
building has since fallen
into disrepair and the

8 Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

Buffum

8 Lane Ridge Rd. « PO. Box 832
Claremont, NH 03743

R.E. HINKLEY CO., INC.

33 Park Street, the former Parks and Woolson Building.

property is currently desig-
nated as a brownfield, a site
contaminated due to past
industrial use.

The Springfield Regional
Development Corporation
acquired the property in
2023, utilizing funds from
the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs
Act, signed into law by
President Biden in Novem-
ber of 2021.

The historic legislation
generated a substantial
investment in America’s
infrastructure by funding
expanded access to clean
drinking water, high-speed
internet, and the repair of
aging roads and bridges,
and by investing in the

PHOTO BY PAULA BENSON

elimination of polluted
brownfield sites. Towns
like Springfield can then
reclaim these locations and
repurpose them for use by
the town.

Thanks to a joint effort
between the Springfield Re-
gional Development Cor-
poration and the Mount
Ascutney Regional Com-
mission, an environmental
assessment has been ongo-
ing at the historic site. To
date, many barrels of oil
and chemicals have been
removed, and a corrective
action plan is being drafted.

For more information on
the activities and progress
at the site, email Cindy at
cingersoll@marcvt.org.
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WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VT
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David Chaves
EXCAVATING

Family Owned & Operated Scuce 1950

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only
USDA Guidelines Do Apply
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Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only
USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish
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Septics & Drainage Problems
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THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.
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802-362-4663
802-367-5251
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THM Property Management
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Planet Zydeco on the
Putney Tavern lawn ——

PUTNEY, Vt. - Twilight
Music and Next Stage Arts
Project continue the 23rd
Twilight on the Tavern
Lawn series of folk, world,
jazz, zydeco, bluegrass, pop,
and Americana music sum-
mer concerts on Sunday,
Aug. 9, with Planet Zydeco.
The seven-concert series
continues every other Sun-
day through Aug. 23. All
concerts begin at 6 p.m., in
downtown Putney on the
Putney Tavern lawn - bring
a lawn chair or blanket - or
at Next Stage, at 15 Kimball

Hill in case of rain. The se-
ries is sponsored by Next
Stage, the Town of Putney,
and many Putney-area
businesses and organiza-
tions. The concerts are free
to the public, donations are
accepted, and food will be
available. For more infor-
mation, call 802-387-5772
or visit www.nextstagearts.
org.

Hailing from New Eng-
land, Planet Zydeco brings
the music of southwest Lou-
isiana dance halls to your
door and floor. Band mem-

bers Cannon, Bonita,
Alan, Michelle, Jack, and
Mark are steeped in the
genre. They love shar-
ing this infectious music
with the planet and play
it with gusto on accordi-
on, rubboard, fiddle, gui-
tar, bass, and drums. This
summer, the band will
be featured in the dance
tent at the prestigious
Rhythm and Roots music
festival in Rhode Island,
as well as at Putney’s Twi-
light on the Tavern Lawn
concert series.

Dr Julian’s Yes Yes at Stage 33

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
The Julian Gerstin Sextet
packed Stage 33 Live back in
2024, and now Gerstin has
a new eclectic jazz project
called Dr Julians Yes Yes —
a fun, affirming name for a
fun, affirming music experi-
ence. They take the songs in
more unplanned directions
than the sextet, but they are
still loaded with adventure-
some, exciting rhythms and
audience-friendly melodies.

The group is packed with
powerhouse ringers. The
lineup wvaries slightly de-
pending on availability of
the artists for a given date,
but may include saxophonist
and clarinetist Jeff Lederer,
who has been included in
the Downbeat Critics' and
Readers’ poll every year
since 2014; reed player and
ethnomusicologist Paul Aus-
terlitz, specializing in bass
and contrabass clarinets;
saxophonist Jason Robin-
son, of the Janus Ensemble,
a professor of music at Am-

herst College; pianist An-
drew Wilcox, still young but
already romping with all the
big dogs; legendary bassist
Wes Brown, who has toured
the world with greats from
three centuries including
Earl “Fatha” Hines, Anthony
Davis, Anthony Braxton,
and so many more; versatile
trumpeter Haneef Nelson, a
respected pillar of the jazz
community as a composer,
arranger, band leader, side-
man, musical curator, and
educator; trumpeter Don
Anderson, veteran of nu-
merous groups including
the Vermont Jazz Center Big
Band, Zara Bode Little Big
Band, Green Street Quintet,
Dr. Burma, and New Eng-
land Transcendental Brass
Band; interdisciplinary per-
cussionist, composer, and
polyrhythmic force Brian
Shankar Adler, whose drum
kit often includes tabla,
bombo leguero, and an array
of found objects; drummer
Ben James, who has worked

Jake Grieco & Co. at
Saxtons River Park —

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. -
As part of the Sunday Music
in the Park series, Jake Grie-
co & Co. will perform on
Sunday, Aug. 16, at 3 p.m.,,
in the small amphitheater at
Saxtons River Park.

With influences rang-
ing from folk, Americana,
rock, Celtic, and bluegrass,
Jake & Co. will bring engag-
ing instrumental grooves,
chunky guitar, and rich
harmonies as they play a
curated mix of contempo-
rary, traditional, and time-
less gems.

The band consists of
Jake Greico on guitar, foot
percussion, shruti box and
vocals, joined on some se-
lections by his father, Mark
Grieco, on vocal harmo-
nies, and Jacob Quinney on
electric guitar. Jake Grieco
is a native of Rockingham.
In his late 20s, he ventured
to Portland, Ore., for its vi-
brant music scene, spend-
ing 12 years there. While
in Oregon, he recorded an
album with his trio Out-
bound Traveler, titled “Go
On and Wander,” avail-
able on Spotify and other
streaming platforms.

The Saxtons River Park
Committee is sponsoring

the concert, which is free
and open to all.
Amphitheater seating
and benches are avail-
able, and guests are also
welcome to bring lawn
chairs or blankets. Sax-
tons River Park is located
at the corner of Main
and Westminster streets
in Saxtons River. In the
event of rain, the con-
cert will be held across
the street at Main Street
Arts. For more informa-
tion, visit www.facebook.
com/saxtonsriverpark.

with John Tchicai, Ola-
tunji, Green Mountain
Mambo, and others; and
the ringleader, Julian Ger-
stin, ethnomusicologist,
composer, master of the
drum traditions of Ghana,
Cuba, Martinique, Brazil
and other African and di-
asporic countries, as well
popular styles of Nigeria,
South Africa, Martinique,
Cuba, Brazil, Trinidad, Ja-
maica, and Mexico.

Dr Julian’s Yes Yes will
perform at Stage 33 Live,
33 Bridge Street in Bel-
lows Falls, Vt., on Satur-
day, Aug. 15, at 7 p.m.
Tickets can be purchased
in advance through www.
stage33live.com or at the
door. Only 40 tickets will
be sold. Advance tickets
guarantee entry. Advance
sales will close at mid-
night the day before the
show, or when the tickets
are sold out. The perfor-
mance will be recorded
and filmed.
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Pet Sounds Live at the
Claremont Opera House

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Pet Sounds Live is the
premier Beach Boys al-
bum experience celebrat-
ing Brian Wilson’s iconic
masterpiece that altered
the course of rock 1’ roll.

Pet Sounds Live trans-
ports you back in time
inside the studio and be-
hind the glass as you ex-
perience the creation of
some of the greatest and
most beloved music in
rock ‘0’ roll history per-
formed right before your
eyes and ears.

This is far more than
a tribute and much

more than just a band. Pet
Sounds Live is rock ‘n’ roll
history come to life on stage
like no other show before.
In addition to the complete
“Pet Sounds” album, the
show also features many
other Beach Boys clas-
sics, like “California Girls,”
“Don’t Worry, Baby,” “T Get
Around,” “Help Me, Rhon-
da” “In My Room,” “Sur-
fin USAY “Do It Again,
and the legendary pocket
symphony “Good Vibra-
tions,” among others. Relive
the magic of “Pet Sounds”
through live music, narra-
tion, and visual multimedia

with fascinating historical
facts all through the lens
of Brian Wilson and the
Beach Boys masterpiece,
“Pet Sounds” Experience
the iconic masterpiece al-
bum live in its entirety
along with all of the Beach
Boys’ greatest hits and good
vibrations at the Claremont
Opera House, 58 Opera
House Square in Clare-
mont, on Saturday, Aug. 15.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.,,
and the show begins at 7:30
p.m.

Tickets may be purchased
online at www.cohnh.org/
event/pet_sounds_live.

Pikes Falls Chamber Music
Festival announces schedule —

JAMAICA, Vt. - Found-
ed in 2012, the Pikes Falls
Chamber Music Festival
(PFCM) returns to south-
ern Vermont from Aug.
18-22 with five days of
admission-free concerts,
educational ~ programs,
and community events.
Audiences are invited to
experience  world-class
chamber music per-
formed by nationally
recognized artists in wel-
coming venues through-
out the region.

Known for its intimate
performances, free admis-
sion, and commitment to
presenting contemporary
music alongside classi-
cal favorites, PFCM has
become one of southern
Vermont’s beloved sum-
mer traditions.

Created by flutist Su-

sanna Loewy, PFCM brings
exceptional chamber music
and visual art to southern
Vermont while fostering
meaningful connections be-
tween artists, audiences, and
the local community. The
2026 season continues that
tradition with four public
concerts, a world premiere
by the festivals composer-
in-residence, and a variety
of community events.

The festival features mu-
sicians from the Gram-
my-nominated Inscape
Chamber  Orchestra in
Washington, D.C., alongside
acclaimed performers from
Philadelphia, New York,
Los Angeles, San Antonio,
and Vermont. As in previ-
ous seasons, the festival will
conclude with the world
premiere of a new work by
its composer-in-residence,

Nathan Lincoln-Decusatis.

PFCM has become a cher-
ished summer tradition,
bringing internationally rec-
ognized artists to intimate
venues while ensuring that
every public event remains
free of charge.

In addition to its public
performances, PFCM mu-
sicians will present private
outreach concerts for resi-
dents of assisted living com-
munities in Manchester and
Townshend, continuing the
festivals commitment to
making live chamber mu-
sic accessible throughout
southern Vermont.

For more information and
a full schedule of events, vis-
it www.pikesfallschamber-
musicfestival.com or email
managing director Andy
Sabol at info@pikesfalls-
chambermusicfestival.com.

Best of Vermont Summer Festival returns

LUDLOW, Vt. - The
Okemo Valley Regional
Chamber of Commerce
(OVRCC) is pleased to
announce the sixth an-
nual Best of Vermont
Summer Festival, set to
take place on Saturday,
Aug. 22, and Sunday,
Aug. 23, at Okemo Field,
located at the intersec-
tion of Route 103 and
Bixby Road in Ludlow,
Vt. Gates open both days
from 11 am. - 5 p.m,,
rain or shine. Now firmly
established as one of
south-central Vermont’s
most beloved signature
events, the festival brings

Pazs oy,

SUMMER HOURS:
7 Days a Week 11 am - 10 pm

74 YEARS ON THE CORNER

33 FLAVORS OF HARD ICE CREAM
22 FLAVORS FRESH SOFT SERVE

Non-Fat Yogurt * Sherbet ¢ Sugar-Free Ice Cream ¢ Dairy-Free

LARGE FAST FOOD MENU INCLUDING:
Hamburgers ¢ Hotdogs ¢ Fries » Chicken Fingers ¢ Onion Rings & More!

Fresh Seafood every Fri, Sat, Sun
Prime Rib every Thursday
Fresh Lobster Rolls daily

140 Rockingham St. | 463-9816 | Bellows Falls ~VT |

Noel Hoffmann

-All season facility.

Dog Training and Behavior Consulting.

Having a dog should be a joy not a battle'

For every behavioral problem there is a positive solution.

-Positive, science based instruction.
-Private, one-to-one training.

www.noelhoffmann.com / 802 375-5560
Get in touch. Let’s talk!

Westminster, VT - Five minutes from exit 5, 1-91
CPDT-KA, KPA-CTP, IAABC-CDBC, Fear Free Certified.

together the best of the
Okemo Valley - its makers,
its musicians, its flavors,
and the warm, community-
rooted spirit that defines
Vermont summers at their
finest.

Attendees can expect a
vibrant two-day market-
place alive with music and
showcasing nearly 100
New England makers and
artisans vendors celebrat-
ing the Vermont spirit, fine
art, specialty foods, maple

and cheese producers, and
craft beverage makers. An
expanded family fun zone
offers clown performances,
face painting, and hands-on
activities for younger visi-
tors, while food trucks and
a dining tent featuring New
England lobster rolls round
out the culinary offerings,
all set against the sweep-
ing backdrop of the Green
Mountains.

The OVRCC extends its
deepest gratitude to the ex-

ceptional sponsors whose
generosity and community
investment make the Best
of Vermont Summer Festi-
val possible.

A full music lineup, ven-
dor information, and list of
sponsors will be included in
next week’s Aug. 19 edition.

Admission is affordably
priced for the whole fam-
ily and available at the gate
or online at www.yourpla-
ceinvermont.com/best-of-
vermont-summer-festival.
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Heating, cooling, and weatherization rebates

REGION -  Vermont
homeowners and renters can
now access updated rebates
from Efficiency Vermont,
offering additional support
to qualifying households for
home energy upgrades like
weatherization, new appli-
ances, and heat pump heat-
ing and cooling systems.

The updates incorporate
new federal income require-
ments that ensure Vermont’s
low- and moderate-income
households can continue to
access additional incentives
from Efficiency Vermont,
electric utilities, and home
weatherization partners.

“This update means in-
come-qualified Vermonters
can get extra help toward
new heating systems, effi-
cient appliances, and other
upgrades that keep their
homes comfortable and
their energy bills affordable;”
said Peter Walke, Efficiency

Vermonts managing direc-

r. “Many Efficiency Ver-
mont rebates are available,
whatever your income, but
it’s crucial to offer extra help
to those who need it”

Support for income-eligi-
ble Vermonters goes beyond
rebates. Efficiency Vermont
offers free and low-cost en-
ergy efficient household ap-
pliances and energy-saving
services for eligible house-
holds and renters, connects
customers to income-based
rebates from Vermont’s
electric utilities, and works
with the state’s weatheriza-
tion assistance programs on
free weatherization services
for income-qualified house-
holds.

Efficiency Vermont pro-
grams, many with additional
support for income-eligible
households, include the fol-
lowing:

Free resources to save on

energy - Call Efficiency
Vermont’s energy advisers
to understand your home’s
energy use and ways to save,
and to schedule a free virtual
home energy visit to take a
virtual tour of your home
with an energy consultant
for personalized advice to
achieve your goals.

Rebates to save on energy-
smart appliances — Stay cool
this summer with $150 off
an Energy Star “Most Ef-
ficient” window AC unit.
Keep the indoor air clean
and comfortable with up to
$75 cash back on an air pu-
rifier, and find rebates for
dehumidifiers, heat-pump
clothes dryers, and other ap-
pliances.

Get up to $7,000 cash back
on home weatherization.
Insulating and air-sealing
a home keeps it warmer in
winter and cooler in sum-
mer, because a weatherized

home uses less energy to
maintain comfortable tem-
peratures year-round. Get
75% of project costs covered,
up to $7,000.

Save $375 to $2,200 with
heat pump rebates. Heat
pumps can both heat and
cool a home, like air condi-
tioners that can also run in
reverse. Get $375 to $475
off a ductless mini split heat
pump, or up to $2,200 off
a ducted heat pump, and
get up to $1,000 back for a
heat pump water heater that
delivers hot water for your
kitchen, bathroom, or laun-
dry room. Many utilities and
Efficiency Vermont offer ex-
tra heat pump incentives for
income-eligible households.

Financing solutions can
help reduce the upfront costs
for home energy projects,
with extra help offered to in-
come-qualified households.
Local lenders offer home

energy loans with no-to-low
interest up to $25,000, while
the Weatherization Repay-
ment Assistance Program
allows households to pay
off weatherization and other
home-energy projects on
their monthly utility bill.
Based on the federal De-
partment of Housing and
Urban Development in-
come guidelines, Vermont's
income levels consider a
households county of resi-
dence, income, the number
of people in a household,
and the area median income.
The update means a fam-
ily of four in Chittenden,
Franklin, or Grand Isle
counties earning $149,650
or less qualifies as moder-
ate-income, while a family
of four earning $99,750 or
less qualifies as low-income.
Elsewhere, households of
four people in nine other
counties (excluding Chit-

tenden, Franklin, Grand
Isle, Addison, and Wash-
ington counties) would be
considered moderate in-
come if earning $133,800
or less. The full breakdown
of household income in all
Vermont counties is on Ef-
ficiency Vermont’s website,
www.efficiencyvermont.
com.

Renters are also eligible
for support under the up-
dated income guidelines. Ef-
ficiency Vermont rebates for
renters use rent limits, rather
than renter income, to qual-
ify. Renters in manufactured
homes, multifamily units
like duplexes and triplexes,
and those living in studio or
multibedroom apartments
can access rebates and ser-
vices.

More information on up-
dated household income
levels can be found on Effi-
ciency Vermont’s website.

Reading Community Trust purchases Reading Grange ——

READING, Vt. - The
Reading Community Trust
(RCT) announced recently
the commencement of its
first town restoration and
economic revitalization
project with the July 1 pur-
chase of the nearly 140-year-
old Reading Grange, at 726
Route 106, in the Felchville

neighborhood,  Reading’s
central, “downtown” sec-
tion.

With a population of
some 680 residents and few
retail businesses still operat-
ing in Felchville, the closure
of the town’s general store in
the spring of 2024 left the
community without con-
venient access to essential
groceries, deli sandwiches,
and neighborly engage-
ment. Since then, the Read-
ing Greenhouse has worked
successfully to broaden its
business footprint, largely
filling the gap. Still, the

Reading community would
welcome additional social
and economic vitality with-
in its downtown section.

After conducting ex-
tensive architectural and
engineering  assessments
in Felchville, the Reading
Grange became the trust’s
primary focus for a site the
restoration of which would
preserve not only a historic
building, but also restore
that building’s storied, for-
mer role as a vital commu-
nity hub.

The Reading Grange
was originally constructed
in 1893, in South Reading,
where it housed the South
Reading Cheese Factory.
When the factory closed
in 1902, the building was
moved and reconstructed in
its present location.

Throughout the 20th cen-
tury, the Reading Grange
served as an important

LIMITED TIME

Heat pump rebates

Heat and cool your space, all with one system.

community gathering place.
According to information
provided by the Reading
Historical Society, from the
1940s through the 1960s,
the building hosted frequent
public and private events
that included penny bingo,
square dances, bazaars,
community suppers, baby
showers, and wedding re-
ceptions.

In recent years, the his-
toric building has fallen
into serious disrepair. The
RCT’s purchase of the Read-
ing Grange for the price of
$85,000 is just the first fi-
nancial step that the group
will take in the coming
months to raise funds that
it estimates will exceed $1
million. These funds will
be needed to begin required
renovations that include
bringing the grange up to
current building codes, and
then preparing it for its next

Alternative to traditional AC that will
also heat your home all winter long
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qualifying integrated control, and get
an additional $600 back

set of uses.

The RCT’s work to revital-
ize Reading is supported by
four partner organizations
dedicated to rural vitality
and historic preservation.
These are the Preservation
Trust of Vermont (PTV),
the Vermont Council on Ru-
ral Development (VCRD),
the Vermont Community
Foundation, and the Village
Trust Initiative (VTI).

In 2023, the VTI initiated
a grants program for com-
munities with populations
fewer than 2,500 and com-
mitments to revitalize their
towns through specifically
defined development proj-
ects. The funding was made
possible through a $10 mil-
lion Congressionally Di-
rected Spending award from
former Sen. Patrick Leahy’s
office.

The RCT developed its

own revitalization plan for

$375 to $2,200 off’

ducted and ductless heat pumps

Funding is made possible by your electric utility
and Efficiency Vermont. You may also be eligible
for an income-based bonus and utility rebates.

Reading and applied for the
Village Trust Initiative grant.
In September 2024, the plan
earned selection as one of
seven villages in Vermont to
receive VTI funding, receiv-
ing a grant of $300,000 for
the preservation of a historic
building in Felchville. These
funds are dedicated spe-
cifically for the restoration
work itself; no amount of
the grant could be used for
the purchase of the Reading
Grange. To raise additional
funding, the RCT is actively
soliciting private donors in-
terested in revitalizing the
Village of Felchville and
the Town of Reading, and
helping the RCT to shape a
thriving future for the Read-
ing community.

To cover the actual
purchase of the Reading
Grange, the RCT relied on
privately raised funding that
included contributions from

every one of the trust’s eight
board members.

Going forward, the RCT
and its board will look to
volunteers throughout the
community for both finan-
cial and construction as-
sistance. Additionally, the
trusts business committee
will actively seek retail oper-
ators who might be interest-
ed in helping the RCT cus-
tomize the interior buildout
of the grange to fit its future
needs.

“We're thrilled by Read-
ing’s progress,” said Ben
Doyle, president of the Pres-
ervation Trust of Vermont.
“The grange is exactly the
type of project we hoped
this initiative could support:
one that fosters community
and uses a building from the
past to shape the future”

For more information,
please visit www.reading-
communitytrust.org.
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to scan the QR code below.
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