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New Rockingham municipal manager begins tenure

BY JOE MILLIKEN

The Vermont Journal

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
After an extensive search
conducted recently by the
Rockingham  Selectboard
and Bellows Falls Village
Trustees, town officials
hired Aaron Patt as the new
municipal manager for the
Town of Rockingham, Vil-
lage of Bellows Falls, and
Village of Saxtons River.

The town and village con-
ducted a nearly five-month
search, in collaboration
with the Vermont League of
Cities and Towns (VLCT),
as well as a Montpelier-

based town-executive re-
cruitment service. After
accepting the position and
signing a three-year con-
tract, Patt officially began
his tenure during the last
week of May, as he took
over the reins from interim
Municipal Manager Alex
Torpey.

“I discovered the job
in Rockingham through
VLCT, and they did an ex-
cellent job with the place-
ment process,” Patt said in
a recent interview. “I was
drawn to the position due
to the complexity of the
job, and I am also very in-
terested in the history of the

area and the [Rockingham]
Meeting House.”

Patt’s previous experi-
ence includes 15 years as
the town administrator for
Greenfield, N.H., a town
40 miles east of Keene, with
a population of just over
1,700. Pratt had thrived at
the position since 2011, af-
ter previously leading an
industrial pollution cleanup
group in Troy, N.H. Patt was
also a selectboard member
in Troy, and then a commis-
sioner for Cheshire County.

“We are very happy for
Aaron, and sad to see him
go,” Greenfield Selectboard
Chair Tom Bascom told the

Monadnock Ledger Tran-
script after the announce-
ment. “Patt brought a level
of structure and profession-
alism to town offices that
has really been a positive
thing for the town”

“I grew up in Bernardston
[Massachusetts], and am
originally from the tristate
area,” Patt added. “T moved
to New Hampshire, where
I lived for 27 years, near
Mount Monadnock.

“About five years ago, my
wife and I started looking
for retirement property, and
while I still have many years
to go before I retire, we de-
cided to move ‘back home’

to Vermont and now have
an old farmhouse in Wards-
boro”

During his tenure in
Greenfield, Patt oversaw
many impressive projects,
including the renovation of
a new community center,
the securing of federal grant
money for the $1 million
renovation of the towns
historic meeting house, and
the completion of a new
town police station. Patt
also led Greenfield through
the uncertainty of Covid
emergency protocols.

Patt oversaw and main-
tained all municipal financ-
es and left his post with the

Edgar May announces Cardboard Yacht Race

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The
Edgar May Health and Rec-
reation Center invites fami-
lies to dive into an afternoon
of laughter, creativity, and
friendly competition at the
Family Yacht Race, taking
place on Sunday, July 26,
from 3-7 p.m.

This exciting event fea-
tures the ever-popular Card-
board Yacht Race, where
teams build and race hand-
made yachts constructed
entirely from cardboard and
duct tape across the Edgar
May’s lap pool. Prizes will be
awarded for speed, creativ-
ity, team spirit, and even the
most spectacular sinking.

After the races, families are
invited to stick around for a
family night out, featuring
open swimming, climbing,
and a pizza party to celebrate
a great day at the pool.

Every cardboard boat en-
tered in the race will receive

one-month
famlly mem-
bership gift
certificate  to
the Edgar May
Health and
Recreation
Center.

“This event
brings out the
best in family
teamwork and
imagination,”
said Zoe Lira-
kis, youth and
family program
director, “and
its a perfect
way to celebrate
summer at the
Edgar May”

Team regis-
tration is open
to families with
children under
the age of 18. Materials are
limited to cardboard, duct
tape, and paper tubes — no

Participate in Edgar May’s Cardboard Yacht Race.
PHOTOS PROVIDED

plastic or metal. Paddles
should also be constructed
by allowed materials. At least

one and no more
than two participants
should be fully in the
cardboard boat for

the race. Life jackets

are required, with
some available at the Edgar
May, and lifeguards will be
on duty. Award categories

include Fast-
est Finish,

Most Cre-
ative Design,
Best Sink,
and  Spirit

Award.
Yachts will
be inspected
for rule com-
pliance prior
to racing.
Participants
should come
prepared to
get wet and
bring  tow-
els and dry
clothes. Spec-
tators are welcome to join in
the fun.
For full race rules or to
register your team, visit
www.edgarmay.org or con-
tact the Edgar May Health
and Recreation Center at
info@edgarmay.org or 802-
885-2568.

Local students honored at SkillsUSA’s National

Leadership & Skills Conference

ATLANTA, Ga. - Career
and technical education
students were recognized
with a certificate of accom-
plishment at the SkillsUSA
National Leadership &
Skills Conference (NLSC),
held June 1-5, in Atlanta.
An all-time high of 7,000
students competed in the
2026 SkillsUSA Champion-
ships at NLSC, which is the
largest gathering of the fu-
ture skilled workforce.

As an indicator of pro-
ficiency, Skill Point Cer-
tificates were awarded to
SkillsUSA Championships
competitors who met a pre-

determined threshold score
for their respective com-
petition. Students can add
this certificate, an indicator
of career readiness, to their
employment portfolio.

The following students
from The Vermont Jour-
nal’s area are Skill Point
Certificate recipients: Vio-
let Haight, from Springfield
and a student at River Val-
ley Technical Center, was
awarded a Skill Point Cer-
tificate in technical draft-
ing; and Team Q, consisting
of Mary Margaret Jones and
Liam Taylor, from River
Valley Technical Center,

was awarded a Skill Point
Certificate in video produc-
tion.

To be invited to the Skills-
USA Championships, stu-
dents first had to win their
state-level competition,
demonstrating their techni-
cal skills, workplace skills,
and personal skills. The
national competition fea-
tured state champions from
middle school, high school,
and college/postsecondary
divisions across the country
in 115 hands-on career and
leadership  competitions,
including robotics, auto-
motive technology, draft-

ing, criminal justice, avia-
tion maintenance, public
speaking, and more.

“This showcase of career
and technical education
demonstrates SkillsUSA at
its finest,” said SkillsUSA
Executive Director Chelle
Travis. “Our students, in-
structors, and industry
partners work together to
ensure that every student
excels”

The SkillsUSA Champi-
onships is the largest skill
competition in the world
and covers 1.79 million
square feet, equivalent to 31
football fields or 41 acres.

It is supported by lead-
ers from 850 businesses,
corporations, trade asso-
ciations, and unions who
planned and evaluated the
competitors against their
industry standards. More
than 2,000 industry judges
and technical committee
members also volunteered
their time to ensure a suc-
cessful event.

The next NLSC will be
held June 21-25, 2027, in
Atlanta. Learn more about
SkillsUSA, the No. 1 work-
force development organi-
zation for students, at www.
skillsusa.org.

Central African music and culture take root in

Springfield with documentary screening

BY PAULA BENSON

The Vermont Journal

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - On
Tuesday, June 30, a free
screening was held at the
Springfield Town Library of
a documentary titled “Con-
golese Rumba: History and
Economy” The event was
hosted by Root Sounds Pro-
ductions, a local artistic and
cultural production com-
pany.

Root Sounds Productions
was founded by Paulin Lu-
kombo Sinu, a percussion-
ist and musician born in

the Congo region in Central
Africa, and Johanna Sor-
rentino, a communications
strategist, performing artist,
vocalist, and Springfield na-
tive. Sorrentino cofounded
Root Sounds Productions
with her husband Sinu, to
bring diverse, global sounds
and experiences to the state
they now call home, and to
enrich the area’s cultural
landscape through music
education and production,
and community events.
“The date [of the screen-
ing] holds particular signifi-
cance;,” relayed Sorrentino,

“as June 30th marks the an-
niversary of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo’s in-
dependence”

Additionally, Sorrentino
said, “Thanks to a new part-
nership with the film’s pro-
ducer, historian and Senator
Didier Mumengi, this will
be the first time the film has
ever been shown with Eng-
lish translation — anywhere”

The documentary ex-
plores the history and global
influence of Congolese
rumba music, a genre that
emerged in the early 20th
century and fused Central

African rhythms with Af-
ro-Cuban influences. The
screening was followed by
a brief drum demonstration
from Sinu.

Root Sounds Productions
is dedicated to creating a
lasting impact in Spring-
field, in Vermont, and
across the globe, cementing
rumba and Central African
culture in history, and creat-
ing an economy around the
traditional music, through
education and innovation.

Located at 60 Park Street,
in the former Park Street
School building, now the

Black River Innovation
Campus, Root Sounds Pro-
ductions offers classes for all
skill levels. The courses are
led by Sinu, whose teach-
ing philosophy is “to equip
students with both techni-
cal proficiency and cultural
awareness, empowering
them to apply Central Af-
rican rhythmic concepts
within jazz, global music,
and modern performance
settings””

For more information, or
to register for classes, visit
www.rootsoundsproduc-
tion.com.

town in a strong financial
position. “After complet-
ing the major renovation
of the Greenfield Meeting
House, I am especially look-
ing forward to working on
the Rockingham Meeting
House,” Patt said.
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Springfield Family
Center announces
leadership transition —

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The
Springfield Family Cen-
ter Board of Directors an-
nounces a leadership tran-
sition and the beginning of
a search process for the or-
ganization’s next executive
director.

The board would like to
extend its sincere appre-
ciation to Trisha Paradis for
her service, dedication, and
leadership. Throughout her
tenure, Paradis has helped
advance the Springfield
Family Center’s mission and
strengthen its impact on
children, families, and com-
munity members through-
out the region. The board
thanks her for her many
contributions and wishes
her continued success in the
future.

The Springfield Family
Center remains fully com-
mitted to its mission and
to providing uninterrupted

services to the community
during this transition pe-
riod.

To ensure continuity of
operations, Steffanie Baker
will continue managing
the day-to-day operations
of the Springfield Family
Center. Administrative and
governance-related respon-
sibilities will be overseen
by Board Treasurer Paul Ci-
ofti, who will work closely
with staff and the board to
support the organization
throughout the transition.

The board of directors is
forming a search commit-
tee to begin recruiting the
family center’s next execu-
tive director. The commit-
tee will develop the position
announcement, review ap-
plications, conduct inter-
views, and recommend can-
didates for consideration.

“We are grateful for
Trishs leadership and are

confident in the strength
of our staff, board, and
community partnerships
as we move forward,” said
Tara Chase, board chair.
“The Springfield Family
Center remains focused
on serving families and
meeting community
needs while we under-
take a thoughtful search
for our next executive
director”

The Springfield Family
Center values the sup-
port of its clients, part-
ners, funders, volunteers,
and community mem-
bers, and looks forward
to sharing updates as
the search process pro-
gresses.

For more information,

please contact Paul Ci-
offi, board treasurer,
Springfield Family Cen-
ter, at 802-885-3646 or
pfcioffi3@gmail.com.

All about homesharing at

Springfield Library

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
On Wednesday, July 15, at
5:30 p.m., join HomeShare
Vermont at the Springfield
Town Library for a presenta-
tion all about homesharing.

Homesharing is an inno-
vative and practical housing
model that brings people
together for mutual benefit.
At its core, homesharing in-

(ﬂ
FOOD SHELF~

BLACK RIVER GOOD
NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday,

10 AM-3 PM

Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

“We are here to hely”

Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

volves two or more individ-
uals sharing a home in a way
that supports both parties’
needs and enhances quality
of life.

In a typical homesharing
arrangement, one person
provides a private bedroom
and access to shared living
spaces. In return, the home
seeker may offer rent, assis-
tance with household tasks,
or a combination of both.
Unlike traditional room-
mate situations, homeshar-
ing emphasizes collabora-
tion, companionship, and
personalized support be-
tween participants.

Each homesharing match
is unique. Arrangements
are thoughtfully tailored to
reflect the individual prefer-
ences, lifestyles, and needs
of those involved, ensuring
a mutually beneficial living
experience.

HomeShare Vermont

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand - Gravel - Stone
Shurpac - Topsoil - Fill

5,000 Ib. Hydraulic
Hammer for
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

IF YOU LOVE THE
Q) Classics,

YOU SHOULD COME

* Kk K K Kk %k |

facilitates  these  con-
nections across a broad
service area, including
the counties of Addison,
Caledonia, Chittenden,
Essex, Franklin, Grand
Isle, Lamoille, Orange,
Orleans,  Washington,
Windham, and Wind-
sor. Services also extend
to the towns of Brandon,
Killington, and Pittsfield
in Rutland County.

This program is pre-
sented by Kayla Bernier-
Wright, of Windham &
Windsor Housing Trust
and HomeShare Ver-
mont; and Shari Borze-
kowski, of Thompson
Senior Center and Ho-
meShare Vermont.

For more information
about homesharing op-
portunities or to learn
how to participate, com-
munity members are en-
couraged to reach out to
HomeShare Vermont.

To sign up for a remind-
er, visit www.springfield-
townlibrary.org/calendar.

American Legion Post 18
recognizes Trisha Paradis

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
The American Legion
Post 18 Cmdr. James
Harris proudly recogniz-
es Trisha Paradis, of the
Springfield Family Cen-
ter, for her outstanding
dedication and leadership
in serving our commu-
nity. Through her work
as executive director,
Paradis has made a last-
ing impact by fostering
programs that support
families and veterans,
strengthen ~ community
bonds, and promote posi-
tive change. Her unwav-
ering commitment to ser-
vice exemplifies the spirit
of community and com-
passion for those in need.
Thank you, Trisha, for
your dedication, leader-
ship, and ongoing efforts

Post 18 Cmdr. James Harris presents Trisha Paradis, Spring-
field Family Center executive director, with a Certificate of
Recognition.

to make Springfield a better

PHOTO PROVIDED

place for all.

Bellows Falls Third

Fridays return

BELLOWS FALLS,
Vt. - Spend your Friday
evening in downtown
Bellows Falls during Bel-
lows Falls Third Fridays
(BF3F), beginning on
Friday, July 17.

The evening begins
alongside the Bellows
Falls Farmers Market,
from 4-7 p.m., with
BF3F continuing from
7-9 p.m., as downtown
businesses stay open late
and visitors are invited
to explore Canal Street
and the surrounding
downtown district.

This month’s event fea-
tures live music on Canal
Street, a local food vendor,
and a community raffle
with prizes donated by par-
ticipating businesses.

Visitors can enter the
community raffle at par-
ticipating businesses
throughout the evening
for a chance to win this
month’s prizes while also
being entered into the
season-ending grand prize
basket drawing.

Bellows Falls Third Fri-
days is a monthly down-
town event that celebrates

local businesses, encour-
ages community connec-
tion, and creates a vibrant
evening  experience in
the heart of Bellows Falls.
Whether youre shopping,
grabbing dinner, enjoying
live music, or simply taking
a stroll, there’s something
for everyone to enjoy. Ad-
mission is free, and every-
one is welcome.

For updates, participat-
ing businesses, and event
information, follow “Bel-
lows Falls, VI” on Face-
book and @BellowsFalls-
Downtown on Instagram.

Community forum with
Springfield Town Manager

Scott Pickup

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
On Tuesday, July 21, at
6 p.m., meet Springfield

n #Like us on
Facebook

/\/

/.\_/
Aqua-Aid Systems

WATER CONDITIONING & FILTRATION

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic
problems in the Windham and
Windsor Counties since 1984.

e Water Conditioning
¢ Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

¢ [ron and Manganese Removal
¢ Radon & Arsenic Removal
¢ Systems Maintenance
e Home Supplies Delivery

Worried About

Your Water?

Town Manager Scott Pick-
up at the Springfield Town
Library, 43 Main Street.
Everyone in the communi-
ty is invited to this friendly
forum with Pickup.

Come spend some time
together, share your ideas,
ask questions, and talk
about what matters most
in our town. This is an
open and welcoming space

where everyone can lis-
ten, learn, and be heard.
Whether you have a con-
cern, a suggestion, or just
want to stay informed,
your voice is important.
The Springfield Town Li-
brary hopes to see you
there.

To sign up for a remind-
er, visit www.springfield-
townlibrary.org/calendar.

MORNINGSIDE
Service Station

« Custom Exhaust with Warranty
* Full Service Repair Facility

% Veteran Owned & Operated %

(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH

==

Edward Jones

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

CHECK OUT THE NEW
CLASSIC XC!

* % % [N HONOR OF * *
250 YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE

$250 OFF

ALL OUTDOOR FURNACES

@ NEW ENGLAND
./ OUTDOOR FURNACES

— QUALITY HEATING. SOLID RELIABILITY. —
BUILT FOR NEW ENGLAND.

* ALL MONTH LONG! »

Call, for more details!

*Some restrictions may apply.

CALL OR VISIT US TODAY!
O 603-863-8818

ZE  Scan the QR Code
and Like us on
5 Facebook! n

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

®

Hellenbrand

What's In Your Water?2™

ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

800-252-8484

Your goals are as unique as you.

At Edward Jones, we want to know what you want out of life
on a personal level. Then, we want to help you achieve it by
creating a financial strategy that’s unique to your specific
needs.

Contact us today to start creating a financial strategy
tailored to your specific needs.

Roland C Swasey, CFP®
Financial Advisor

54 Opera House Sq
Claremont, NH 03743
603-542-7667

EJB-8652F-A-E-AD AECSPAD
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Maebelline’s tC
Breakfast w
& Lunch 5/_\%%

ine’s
802-885-2600 u
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12 Clinton Street
Springfield, VT

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Aug. 31, 2026

FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

Free Hearing Test
Servicing All Brands of Hearing Aids

Repairs and Cleanings

Discountsifor Veterans
AARP and Seniors.

(802) 689-0357. 254 River Street, Springfield, VT.

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Aug. 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

Tina’s Hallmark

Keepsake Ornament Premiere July 11-19

802-885-8564 ~ vittl9@vermontel.net
2 Chester Road, Suite 7 ~ Springfield, VT 05156

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Aug. 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

Call Jason Udeen at Low Cost Hearing for Appointment.

 ENEW AMERICAN

GRILL

GLOBAL FLAVORS
LOCAL VIBES

live music - trivia night - open mic
Rﬂ
@ 802 824 9844 Press 1for TAKEOUT £

Mountain Marketplace
@ Junction of Rte 100 & Rte 11
Londonderry, VT

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Aug. 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

Open to All!

Springfield

FOOD CO-0OP

Community Owned Since 1992

6 Main St. Suite 1, Sprindfield, VT
802-885-3663
www.sprindfieldfood.coop

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Aug. 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

UPON CONTEST

Complete a puzzle for a chance to win!

Locally Grown, Family Owned // Open Daily 9-6
517 Main Street, Walpole, NH // Like us on Facebook

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Aug. 31, 2026

FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

Piive

Jewelry o Pottery o Candles o Gifts

228-2280

160 Main Street, Ludlow e www.BlueSkyVT.com

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Aug. 31, 2026

FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

“I was the lucky winner of a $75 gift certificate to
Maebelline’s in Springfield through the puzzle page
contest in The Message. The prize was redeemed,
and I wanted you to know how very pleased our
group of four was to visit the restaurant for the first
time. The food and service was excellent, as were the
location and atmosphere of the business. Thank you
to all who are involved in this promotion. We look
forward to each issue of The Message arriving and
appreciate your providing us with local news cover-
age in print!”

Sharon Wood
Claremont, N.H.

SHOP
LOCAL

Come Visit Our
Farmstand For A
Taste Of Vermont

“_m

lzm

FARM MARKET

OPEN 7 DAYS 6:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Exit 5 off I-91+ Rte 5 South * Westminster, VT
802 722-3395 « www.allenbrothersfarms.com

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Aug. 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

802.345.9241 | Mzacarias.10@gmail.com
571VT-103, Chester | Next to One Credit Union
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Aug. 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

-
P

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Aug. 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

3 ‘l.ﬁussws 3
Place

Boarding

802-875-3535 | 248 Elm Street | Chester, VT 05143
GussiesPlace@vermontel.net | www.GussiesPlace.com | Facebook

a country K9 kennel Daycare

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Aug. 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

MORE THAN JUST A HARDWARE STORE!

LONDONDERRY
HARDWARE

KOKOPRLILI’S

4 Atkinson St. Bellows Falls, VT
802-732-8267
kkpelli43@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook at Kokopelli’s LLC

JUDD'S

AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION

802-722-4200

CRYSTALS - GEMSTONES - JEWELRY - HANDBAGS
SOUTHWESTERN RUGS - DECOR
CANDLES - INCENSE - SAGE BUNDLES

6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158
Open Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:00, Closed Weekends

LONDONDERRY, VT 802-824-3926

10% Off With Coupon - Expires Aug. 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Aug. 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Aug. 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID
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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -

but I look forward

their  dedication

The Vermont Journal

career and how the schol-

Springfield Hospital health care education scholarship

Springfield ~ Hospital ~ is
pleased to announce Mag-
gie Knox, of Stockbridge,
Vt.,, has been selected to re-
ceive the 2026 Springfield
Hospital Health Education
Scholarship. The scholar-
ship, established by Spring-
field Hospital and its medical
staff, supports local students
persuing careers in health
care and recognizes academ-
ic achievement, community
involvement, and a commit-
ment to serving others.
Knox is a graduate of
Woodstock Union High
School. She has committed
to Salve Regina University in
Rhode Island, where she will
further her education in the
field of nursing. Throughout
high school, Knox demon-

strated a strong commitment
to health care, leadership,
and service. Her experiences
included participation in the
Mount Ascutney Hospital
nursing internship program,
volunteering with the Ver-
mont Center on Aging, and
serving as a member of the
University of Vermont’s in-
augural Youth Leaders in
Aging cohort. These oppor-
tunities strengthened her
passion for geriatric nursing
and deepened her under-
standing of the importance
of compassionate care for
older adults. “I am thrilled
to start my nursing journey
at Salve Regina and grateful
that this scholarship helps
make that possible. It will
be an adventure to spread
my wings in Rhode Island,
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to returning and
serving Vermont’s
rural health care
needs in the fu-
ture,” said Knox.

In addition to
her health care
experiences, Knox
was a member
of the National
Honor  Society,
competed in var-
sity field hockey
and lacrosse, and
served as a teach-
ing assistant. Her
dedication to aca-
demics,  service,
and patient care
made her a notable
contender for this
years scholarship
award.

This new scholarship pro-
gram is offered by Spring-
field Hospital and its medical
staff. Each year in March,

Left to right: Ramiro J. Madden-Fuentes, MD;
Maggie Knox, scholarship recipient; and Robert
Adcock, Springfield Hospital CEO.

PHOTO PROVIDED

the hospital recognizes its
medical staff during Na-
tional Doctors’ Day, an an-
nual observance dedicated
to honoring physicians for

and contributions
to health care. This
year, the medi-
cal staff suggested
collaborating with
the hospital to es-
tablish a $3,000
annual health care
education scholar-
ship in honor of
the medical staff.
The scholarship
program,  open
to all area high
school seniors who
were accepted into
a  postsecondary
program, was an-
nounced to area
high schools in
early April, with
applications  due
by May 15. Applicants were
asked to submit letters of
recommendation along with
an essay outlining why they
chose to pursue a health care

arship would help them
achieve their goals.

“We are pleased and excit-
ed to launch this new schol-
arship program in honor
of our medical staff and in
recognition of the impor-
tant role they play in serving
the health care needs of our
communities;,” said Robert
Adcock, Springfield Hos-
pital CEO. “I am inspired
by the many applications
we received and the strong
commitment the students
demonstrated to continuing
their education and serving
their communities. On be-
half of the staff at Springfield
Hospital, I want to congratu-
late Maggie Knox on being
selected to receive this year’s
scholarship award, and also
send our best wishes to all
who applied as they enter
the next phase of their health
care studies”

Neighborhood Connections events for

caregivers, those with dementia

LONDONDERRY, Vt. -
Neighborhood =~ Connec-
tions is excited to serve
members of our community
who are caregivers working
with loved ones experienc-
ing memory challenges or
a diagnosis of dementia or
related disorders. Our ini-
tial programming is a group
format for caregiver support
and for participant engage-
ment, modelled after exist-
ing successful programs.
The group, called “Remem-

Dartmouth Health names new COO

LEBANON, N.H. - Dart-
mouth Health has named
Jonathan Welch, MD, MSc,
as chief operating officer
(COO). He will join the
health system later this sum-

bering Together,” will meet
every other week, on Thurs-
days, for two hours, from
11 am. - 1 p.m. Scheduled
meetings are July 16, July
30, Aug. 3, and Aug. 27.
During this time, special
activities, including music,
will be held for those expe-
riencing cognitive changes,
while caregivers will meet in
an adjoining room to share
experiences and challenges,
drawing support and ideas
from each other. You may

mer.

As system COO, Welch
will work closely with lead-
ers from across Dartmouth
Health to strengthen inte-
gration, support the work-

45 TAYLOR HILL
ATHENS, VT 05143

802-869-2905
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DAN

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

802-289-1508

800-831-8883

participate in one, several,
or all four sessions.

Both groups will be guid-
ed by experienced staff. It
will be led by Neighborhood
Connections staff member
Lois Schram Osnow, a li-
censed clinical social work-
er with an extensive back-
ground in gerontology. Prior
to moving to Vermont, she
was cofounder and owner of
LS Gerontology Seminars,
founded in 2002, where she
instituted  culture-change

force, and continue improv-
ing care delivery across the
organizations hospitals,
clinics, and services. He
will oversee efforts to im-
prove operational alignment
across the system and sup-
port shared services includ-
ing information technology,
pharmacy, facilities, and
supply chain operations.
“Dr. Welch’s experience in
academic and rural health
settings positions him well
to contribute to Dartmouth
Health’s mission to enhance
operational priorities and
enable support to meet clin-
ical priorities,” said Dart-
mouth Health CEO and

projects in more than 25
long-term care facilities in
the tristate area.

The sessions will be held
at our meeting facilities in
the Mountain Marketplace,
on the corner of Routes 11
and 100 in Londonderry. A
light lunch will be included.
There is no charge for lunch
or the event. Please call Os-
now at 802-824-4343 to re-
serve a seat ahead of time
or to request more informa-
tion.

President Joanne M. Con-
roy, MD.

Welch joins Dartmouth
Health from  Geisinger
Health System in Danville,
Pa., where he served as chief
population health officer
and chief innovation officer.

Throughout his career,
Welch has led large mul-
tidisciplinary teams and
managed extensive opera-
tional portfolios. His work
has focused on improving
access to care, advancing
value-based care models,
and implementing system-
wide initiatives designed to
enhance patient outcomes
and support care teams.
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Open Bible Baptist Church, 168 Cemetery Rd.
Sunday services are being held in the church. Sunday
school is at 9:45 a.m., Sunday morning service is 11
a.m., and the afternoon service is 1:30 p.m. Wednesday
evening service is at 6:30 p.m. For more information,
call the church at 802-674-2266 or visit www.obbevt.
org.

Community Christian Church of Athens, 126
Brookline Road

Sunday services are at 9:30 a.m. and é p.m., and
prayer meetings are held Wednesdays, at 7 p.m. If you
have questions, call 802-869-2513. The 9:30 a.m.
Sunday service is also streamed on Facebook Live at the
Church’s Facebook page.

First Baptist Church of Bellows Falls, 9 Church St.
Traditional Baptist Services held Sunday mornings at 10
a.m. Handicap accessible. 802-463-3220.

St. Charles Church, 31 Cherry Hill St.
Masses are held on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and
Friday, at 7 a.m.; Wednesday, at 7 p.m.; Saturday

Vigil Mass, at 4 p.m.; and Sunday, at 9 a.m. For more
information, call 802-732-8721.

St. James United Methodist Church, 570 Main St.
Please join us Sundays, at 8:45 a.m. All are welcome.
For more information, go to www.facebook.com/
stiamesumcproctorsville.

Charlestown Congregational Church, 71 Main St.
Sunday service starts at 10 a.m. All are welcome. For
more information, call 603-826-3335.

Charlestown Bible Church, 37 Hammond Rd.
Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Sunday
Worship at 10:45 a.m. and é p.m. Wednesday Prayer
Meeting at 7 p.m. To hear a sermon or learn more go to
www.charlestownbiblechurch.org. Call 603-826-5121
for more info or to request a personal Bible study.

Chester Baptist Church, 162 Main St.

Worship is Sundays at 10:30 a.m. For more information,
including online streaming, go to www.chesterbaptist.
org.

First Baptist Church, 62 Crescent St., S. Londonderry
Worship service is Sunday at 10 a.m. at the

church. Services will still be live streamed at www.
firstbaptistslondonderryvt.org/streaming-worship.html.
For more information, visit www.firstbaptistlondonderryvt.
org or call 802-856-7266.

Village Baptist Church, 32 Church St.
We welcome all to come and worship with us Sunday at
9:30 a.m. For more information, call 802-259-2440.

Bow Baptist Church, 1102 Route 5, Weathersfield
Bow
Sunday services are 10 a.m., 11 a.m., and 6 p.m., and

Wednesday Bible Study and prayer at 7 p.m. For more
information, call 802-546-4902.

First Congregational Church, UCC, 77 Main St.
Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in person. Singing
is encouraged! For more information, call 802-885-
5728, email fccucc@vermontel.net, or go to www.
firstchurchspringfield.org.

North Springfield Baptist Church, 581 Giddings
Street, North Springfield.

All are welcome and invited to join us for worship on
Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. For more information,
please email the church office at office@nsbevt.org, or

call 802-886-8107. We are handicap accessible.

First Congregational Church of Walpole UCC, 15
Washington Sq.

Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary, or via
Zoom. For Zoom links, please call 603-756-4075. For
more information, go to www.walpolenhucc.org or www.
facebook.com/FirstCongregationalWalpoleNH.

The Old Parish Church, 644 Main St.

A diverse, informal, and welcoming congregation.
Sunday service begins at 10:30 a.m. via Zoom. For
more information, contact Jon Bliss, minister, at 802-824-
4452 or email easthillfarm@vermontel.net.

CHURCH SERVICES:

We run Church Services on an alternating schedule.
Subject to space. All services are posted online at www.
VermontJournal.com.

Edward L. Foster, 1954-2026

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. -
Edward Lee “Ed” Foster, 71,
of Rockingham, Vt., passed
away at his home on May
27, 2026.

Edward was born on Aug.
14, 1954, in Springfield, Vt.,
to Ellen Sylvia and Ray-
mond Earl Foster.

He married the love of his
life, Ruth Foster, on June 21,
1975.

He was a wonderful son,
husband, father, brother,
and friend. Ed was sure to
make everyone smile and
laugh. He enjoyed metal
detecting, hunting, fish-
ing (especially ice fishing),
riding his motorcycle, and
spending time with family
and friends.

He was a jack-of-all-
trades and did many dif-
ferent jobs throughout his
life: driving dump trucks,
mechanic work, towing and
recovery, and carpentry.

Edward was preceded in
death by his wife, Ruth Fos-
ter; his mother, Ellen Wade;
his stepfather, Allen Wade;
his father, Raymond Foster;
his brothers Albert (Foster)
Wade and Andrew (Foster)
Wade; and his uncle Jerry
Foster.

Edward Foster, 1954-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

He is survived by his son,
David Foster; his daugh-
ter, Beth Muzzey; his son-
in-law, Travis Muzzey; his
stepmother, Beverly Foster;
his brother Mike Foster;
his brother-in-law Marty
Weinstein; his sister Judy
Cenate; his brother-in-law
Don Cenate; his sister Sher-
yl Stowell; his sister Donna
Foster; his uncle Harold
Foster; his uncle Jim Foster;
and many nieces, nephews,
and friends.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street in Bellows Falls,
Vt.

Online workshop
helps prevent Type

2 diabetes

REGION - More than
one in three American
adults has prediabetes, a
condition that often has no
symptoms but can lead to
Type 2 diabetes and other
serious health problems.
The good news is that it can
often be prevented.

My Healthy Vermont is
offering a free online dia-
betes prevention program
developed by the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC). Re-
search shows the program
can reduce the risk of de-
veloping Type 2 diabetes by
58%.

The year-long program
includes 26 sessions led

by a trained lifestyle coach
who provides guidance,
support, and practical strat-
egies for making healthy
lifestyle changes. Sessions
begin weekly, then meet ev-
ery other week, and finally
once a month. All meetings
are held on Zoom. The next
program begins Monday,
July 13, from 12-1 p.m.

To learn more or regis-
ter, visit the My Healthy
Vermont website, www.
myhealthyvt.org, or «call
802-859-5913. My Healthy
Vermont also offers free
workshops on chronic dis-
ease management, chronic
pain management, and
smoking cessation.

Londonderry Arts
and Historical Society
Champagne Birthday

LONDONDERRY, Vt. -
Celebrate the birthdays of
both our nation and the
Town of Londonderry at
the Londonderry Arts and
Historical Society’s annual
fundraising event, a cham-
pagne birthday celebra-
tion, on Thursday, July 23,
at 5:30 p.m., at the historic
Custer Sharp House, 2461
Middletown Road in Lon-
donderry.

The evening begins
with  champagne  and
hors doeuvres, followed
by a lively and entertain-
ing presentation by local
history buffs Bob Wells
and Bev Foster. Discover
the fascinating story of
Londonderry’s  founding
through colorful characters
and little-known tales, and
even learn where the town’s
founders are buried today.

The celebration con-
cludes with another toast
of champagne and a taste

of traditional election cake,
the rich, spiced cake once
served by early Americans
on election day.

Guests will also have an
opportunity to support the
society’s “History Runs
on More Than Memories”
campaign, which helps
build the reserves needed
to preserve and maintain
the Custer Sharp House,
and continue the society’s
educational programs and
community events.

Reservations are re-
quested by Friday, July 17.
Tickets may be purchased
at www.lahsvt.org.

For more information
about the Londonderry
Arts and Historical Society,
and its events and exhibits,
visit the website above. The
society is open Wednes-
days and Saturdays, from
10 am. - 2 p.m., through
Columbus Day, or by ap-
pointment.

Palmer H. Goodrich Il - Chester, VT 05143 - 802-875-2819

Complete Site Work - Foundations - Septic Systems - Drainage
Driveway Construction & Maintenance - Asphalt Milling
Gravel - Sand - Topsoil - Field Mowing - Brush Mulching

John N. Swanson, 2026

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
John Nels Swanson passed
away on July 1, 2026, at The
Meadows in Rutland, Vt.,
at age 64. John was born in
Rutland, Vt., but spent most
of his life in Springfield, Vt.
He was the son of Robert
and Mary (Parker) Swan-
son.

John graduated from
Springfield High School in
1980, received his Bachelor
of Arts degree in secondary
education from the Uni-
versity of Vermont in 1984,
and, in 1991, received his
Master of Arts degree in
history from the University
of Vermont. During his ca-
reer as a history and social
studies teacher, he taught
at Fall Mountain Regional
High School, Bellows Falls
Middle School, Springfield
High School, and Riverside
Middle School for the last
22 years of his career.

His accomplishments
include being a track and
cross-country coach for
several schools, a member
of the Springfield Select-
board, a cemetery com-
missioner for the Town of
Springfield, and a Vermont
VEW Middle School Social
Studies Teacher of the Year;
attending 15 years of the
Civil War Institute at Get-
tysburg College; complet-
ing the Vermont 251 Club;
and serving many roles as a
member of the Springfield
Calvary Baptist Church.
He was also a member of
the Springfield Histori-
cal Society, cofounded its
high school history intern
program, and served as ar-
chivist and officer. He was
a member of the Vermont

John N. Swanson, 2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Civil War Hemlocks, Civil
War reenactors.

One of his proudest
achievements was publish-
ing his book “War Tears”
in 2024 and signing it for
his readers. He was an avid
reader and loved going to
bookstores and book talks.
He was known for his ex-
tensive history book collec-
tion.

John was predeceased by
his parents. He is survived
by his sister and brother-in-
law, Diane and Ken Nelson;
his nephew and nieces, Joel
(Christy) Nelson, Emily
Nelson, and Dana (Kyla)
Nelson; and two great-
nephews, Julian and Luca.

A service for John will be
held on Saturday, July 25, at
11 a.m., at the Calvary Bap-
tist Church in Springfield,
Vt. Memorial contributions
can be sent to the Calvary
Baptist Church, 156 Main
Street, Springfield, VT
05156; or The Springtield
Art and Historical Soci-
ety, 65 Route 106, North
Springfield, VT 05150.

Davis Memorial Chapel
is assisting with the ar-
rangements.

Ve
OBITUARIES:

A 200-word obituary is $100, and $0.60 per word
thereafter. A photo is an additional $20. Email to
editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday at 12 p.m.
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JULY 9 -

CHESTER, Vt. — Dave
Keller Band will play the
Chester Summer Music
Series on Thursday, July
9, from 6:30-8 p.m., on
the Chester Academy
Lawn, or in the Chester
Town Hall auditorium in
case of rain. One of the
premier torchbearers

of deep soul and roots
music, Keller’s dynamic,
high energy performances
have earned him a legion
of fans throughout the
U.S. and Europe. Special
guest Johnny Rawls is a
soul blues legend. In fact,
the term “soul blues” was
invented to describe his
music.

JULY 10 -

ALSTEAD, N.H. - Chase’s
Mill, 801 Forest Road
(Route 123), will screen
the documentary film

“La Frontiere,” featuring
stories from Wabanaki

and Acadian communities
along northern Maine’s
borderlands, presented

by filmmaker Katy Haas,
on Friday, July 10. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m., and the
program begins at 7 p.m.
You can reserve your space
at www.chasesmill.org;
walk-ins are welcome.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. -
The Charlestown Senior
Center’s next summer series
concert will be on Friday,
July 10, from 6:30-8 p.m.,
at 5 Acer Heights. The
band will be JJ’s Music,
sponsored by the senior
center. Please come and
bring your family and/or
friends, along with a lawn
chair. There will be a 50-
50 raffle and refreshments
for purchase.

JULY 11 AND 12 -
WESTMINSTER, Vt. -
Garden enthusiasts and
nature lovers are invited

to explore some of
Westminster’s most beautiful
gardens during the 2026
Westminster Garden Tour,
taking place Saturday,

July 11, and Sunday, July
12, from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
This year's tour will feature
the gardens of Gordon
and Mary Hayward,

the Westminster Center
School, Hawksong East,
and Signal Pine Gardens.
Guests will also enjoy a
sapling demonstration by
Mark Ragonese and a
performance of Flea Circus
by Sandglass Theater, all
included with admission.
Tickets can be purchased
at go.evvnt.com/3682961-
02pid=10935. Children
ages 16 and under are
admitted free. Tickets are
valid for both days of the
tour, rain or shine. This is
a wonderful event that also
supports the mission of
Westminster Cares.

JULY 11 -

JAMAICA, Vi. — TommyFest
will be held on Saturday,
July 11, at 2 p.m., on Pikes
Falls Road in Jamaica, Vt.
TommyFest is a nonprofit
organization devoted to
providing free musical
instruments to anyone
ready to start, continue,

or improve their musical
journey. Learn more at
www.tommyfest.fun.

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — The
North School Preservation
Society will hold @

yard sale fundraiser on
Saturday, July 11, from 9
a.m. -2 p.m., at 5 School
Street, rain or shine. The
sale includes vintage
items, pottery, household
goods, cookware, smaill
appliances, tools, books,
and a bag sale.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
RESTAURANT OPPORTUNITY

The Bellows Falls Country Club (BFCC]) is inviting interested
parties to submit a proposal to operate a restaurant at BFCC
located in Rockingham, VT.

FOR RFP DETAILS VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.bellowsfallscountryclub.com

CLICK ON BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
EMAIL: bfcctherock@gmail.com

employment.

Londonderry, VT 05155.

equal opportunity employer.

TOWN OF LONDONDERRY

The Town of Londonderry, Vermont is accepting applications
for part-time (5 hours per week) Transfer Station Attendant
to work on Sundays. Backhoe experience preferred.

Applicants are asked to submit a required Employment
Application, which can be found in the Employment section
of the Town web site: https://www.londonderryvt.gov/

Submit via email to townadmin@londonderryvt.gov or mail
to: Town of Londonderry, 100 Old School Street, South

Position opened until filled. The Town of Londonderry is an

WESTMINSTER, Vt. — The
First Congregational
Church of Westminster,
3470 U.S. Route 5, will
host the annual Strawberry
Supper on Saturday, July
11, from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
This will be a ham supper
with various sides, and
strawberry shortcake for
dessert.

JULY 13 -

LUDLOW, Vt. — As

part of the Fletcher
Memorial Library’s 125th
anniversary, the Friends of
Fletcher Memorial Library
are developing a 2027
calendar which will feature
photos of Ludlow and be
sold in the fall of 2026.

All proceeds will be used

to support the library. We
are looking for photos

that showcase aspects of
Ludlow: mountains, lakes,
flowers, wildlife, and quaint
village. Stop by the library
at 88 Main Street in Ludlow
for more information and
an entry form. The deadline
to submit photos is July 13.

JULY 17 -

ALSTEAD, N.H. — Chase’s
Mill, 801 Forest Road
(Route 123), will host
“Story Slam: Connecting
Through Craft” on Friday,
July 17. This is an open-mic
night, where attendees can
tell five-minute personal
stories about connecting
through craft. Participate,
or listen and vote for best
story. Doors open at 6:30
p.m., and the program
begins at 7 p.m. You can
reserve your space at www.
chasesmill.org; walk-ins are
welcome.

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Second Wind will play
a free outdoor concert,

weather permitting, at the
Claremont Senior Center,

5 Acer Heights, on Friday,
July 17, from 6-8:30 p.m.
Bring your own lawn
chairs. Snacks and drinks
will be served, BYOB if you
wish. This concert is open
to the public.

SUNDAYS -

CHESTER, Vt. - Six Loose
Ladies hosts Odd Bobbins
Spinners the second
Sunday of each month from
1-4 p.m. at their location
on the Common in Chester.

MONDAYS -
CLAREMONT, N.H. - The
Claremont Senior Center,
5 Acer Heights, holds line
dancing every Monday
night, at 7 p.m., with
Dorianne Lescord. Free for
members, small entry fee
for nonmembers. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

CLAREMONT, N.H. - The
Claremont Senior Center,

5 Acer Heights, holds

chair yoga every Monday
morning, at 9:30 a.m., with
Brianna Renner. Free for
members, small entry fee
for nonmembers. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

LUDLOW, Vt. — The Fletcher
Memorial Library, 88 Main
Street, hosts the Black River
Grief Support Group on

the second Monday of
every month, from 1-2 p.m.
This is A safe space for
individuals to share their
experiences, find comfort,
and learn coping strategies

after a loss. Offered by
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Black River Good Neighbor
Services. For more
information, call 802-228-
3663.

TUESDAYS -

CHESTER, Vt. — Bone
Builders Class in Chester
every Tuesday, from 10-11
a.m. Classes will be held in
the First Universalist Parish
of Chester community
room. Classes are free and
open to all. Drop-in class,
no registration needed. For
details, contact Barbara at
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAYS -
CHESTER, Vt. — Knitting
with Friends at Six Loose
Ladies on the Chester
Common, Wednesdays,
from 10 a.m. to noon.

THURSDAYS -
WALPOLE, N.H. -
Alcoholics Anonymous
women’s meeting, a
12-step recovery program
for women who have a
desire to stop drinking, is
happening every Thursday
at 6 p.m. at the St. John's
Episcopal Church at the
corner of Westminster and
Elm streets in Walpole,
N.H. For more information,

call Viva ot 802-732-8330.

CLAREMONT, N.H. - The
Claremont Senior Center,
5 Acer Heights, holds
computer clinics on the
third Thursday of every
month, from 1-3 p.m.
Bring your computer or
laptop in if you need help
with it. This is for seniors
only. Emily and Luke will
help you troubleshoot any
problems you are having,
or help you to better
understand your computer.
They can also help you with
your cell phone, especially

if it is an Android. For
more information, call 603-
543-5998.

CHESTER, Vt. — Community
croquet games are held

on the lawn behind St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church,
313 Main Street, every
Thursday in July, from 6-8
p.m. Participation is free,
and light refreshments are
served.

FRIDAYS -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. = On
Fridays from 11 a.m. -

12 p.m., John Bohannon
will teach tai chi and qi
gong at the Rockingham
Library in Bellows Falls, Vt.
No special equipment or
clothing is required.

CHESTER, Vt. — Alcoholics
Anonymous meetings held
every Friday at 6:30 p.m.
at St. Joseph’s Church,
located at 96 South

Main Street in Chester.

If you have a problem
with alcohol, this is an
understanding place to
come to.

W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. -
The Townshend Farmers
Market, located at the West
Townshend Country Store,
6573 Vermont Route 30, is
held on Fridays, from 4:30-
6:30 p.m., with vendors,
both returning and new.
Pizza and tacos will be
available starting at 5 p.m.

SATURDAYS -
BRIDGEWATER, Vt. - The
Bridgewater Historical
Society, located in the Old
Brick Schoolhouse at 12
North Bridgewater Road, is
open the second and fourth
Saturdays of the month
from May 23 - Oct. 10,

rom 10 a.m. = 2 p.m.

Save the date: 2026 Stellatane Convention —

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - This
year, the Stellafane Conven-
tion, to be held Aug. 13-16,
will have several convention
centennial special events.
Please join for this celebra-
tion.

As always, the conven-
tion offers three nights of
dark-sky observing with
your own scope and four
operating observatories.
Many tall trees have been
removed from the edge of
the main observing field to
widen access to the sky. At-
tendees can also participate
in the Observing Olympics,
discover interesting objects,
and win a beautiful enam-
eled pin.

A very special event, the
premiere of the feature-
length documentary “Stel-
lafane and Beyond,” will be
held early Friday evening,
Aug. 14, in the Great Hall
at 100 River Street. You can
purchase tickets or a film
sponsorship to support its
creation and the club.

The Hartness House

ARTICLE 1

ARTICLE 2

2

WARNING FOR THE LONDONDERRY TOWN MEETING

The legal voters of the Town of Londonderry, Vermont, are hereby notified and warned to meet
at the Town Hall, 139 Middletown Road, South Londonderry in Londonderry, on Wednesday,
July 22, 2026, at 6:00pm to act on the following Articles, namely:

BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED FROM THE FLOOR:
Beginning at 6:00 p.m., the following business will be transacted from the floor:

Shall the Town raise and appropriate a sum not to exceed $81,000 for the
purpose of funding, in part, the salary and benefits of the General Office Manager, a portion
of which salary and benefits will be shared by all Departments within the town?

To transact any other business that may legally come before the Meeting.

Dated at Londonderry this 15th day of June 2026.

Selectboard of the Town of Londonderry

Thomas Cavanagh, Chair

Japfes Ameden, Jr., Vié%air

Py

Taylor Prouty

aw

James Fleming

AV 4
Leanne Alexander

Received for the record this 15th day of June 2026

( ,M Allison Marino, Town Clerk

workshop is scheduled for
Thursday, Aug. 13. The pro-
gram for the day will be a
heterogeneous collection of
high-quality ~presentations
on a variety of astronomical
subjects, with the usual op-
portunity to mingle with the
speakers and other attend-
ees at the historic Hartness
House Inn. There is a sepa-
rate admission fee for these
events.

Do you have a short pre-
sentation you would like
share with other conven-
tioneers? Sign up for the Fri-
day informal talks at www.
stellafanevt.org/community.

Program highlights in-
clude keynote speaker
Ruskin Hartley, CEO of
Darksky International; the
opportunity to build a cube-
sat and “fly” it on a zip line;
an amateur telescope com-
petition, both optical and
mechanical; an amateur
telescope-making dem-
onstration; swap tables on
Saturday morning, Aug. 15;
and a full program of day-
time speakers presenting
topics of interest to amateur
astronomers and telescope

makers at the beginner, in-
termediate, or advanced
levels. A complete program
schedule can be viewed at
www.stellafanevt.org/2026/
scheduleofevents.

The Town of Springfield
is celebrating with us: We
will have a new museum
space open during the con-
vention in conjunction with
the Springfield Art & His-
torical Society. There will
also be exhibits of Stellafane
founder Russell Porter’s art-
work at Gallery at the Vault,
the Springfield Library, the
Springfield Chamber of
Commerce, VRmont Stu-
dios, and our new museum.
See  wwwstellafanevt.org/
otheractivitiesfor hours and
locations.

Camp on site or stay in lo-
cal lodging. Saturday dinner
packages are available to or-
der with your tickets. Food
services will be operating
Thursday at noon through
Sunday morning.

Ticket prices will increase
on July 13, so buy your tick-
ets now for lowest price.
Visit the convention web-
site, www.stellafanevt.org, to

purchase tickets or for more
information.

Additionally, club mem-
ber Glenn Jackson is cre-
ating a time capsule to be
opened at the 2126 Stella-
fane Convention. Each and
every member of the Stella-
fane community is invited to
participate. Write a biogra-
phy of your journey through
your telescope. Include a
picture of you and your
telescope, and answer ques-
tions such as “what brought
you to Stellafane?” “what
are your most memorable
experiences?,” and “is your
career related to space and
astronomy?” News articles,
club fliers, and anything
that will be celebrated in
100 years are welcome. The
time capsule will be sealed
at the club’s December 2026
meeting. Drop your contri-
bution off in the collection
box in the Flanders Pavilion.
You may also send a PDF to
Gsjackson4955@gmail.com
and Glenn will print it on
archival paper, or mail it to
Springtield Telescope Mak-
ers, P.O. Box 601, Spring-
field, VT 05156.

following:

Application # 26-30

Town of Westminster
P.O. BOX 147 WESTMINSTER, VT 05158
Tel. 802-722- 4524 Fax 802-722-9816

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD (DRB)
WESTMINSTER TOWN HALL

Westminster, Vermont

Legal Notice

The Westminster Development Review Board will meet at 6:00 pm on Monday, August 3, 2026 to consider the

Luis Gaullpa (Owner) & Eli Reed (Applicant) property located at
3366 US Route 5. The Owner & Applicant are requesting a

Change of Use — Single Family Home to a Bed & Breakfast

in Westminster, Vermont. This Application will be reviewed under
Section 311 Site Plan Review; Section 445 Village District Zone; &
Article IX Historical Preservation Overlay of the adopted 2017 Zoning
Bylaws.

Participation in the proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to make any subsequent appeals.

The application is available for review in the Westminster Town Hall, 3651 US Route 5 Westminster, Vermont
05158, Monday — Thursday from 7:30 am - 4:30 pm.
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Economic development project solicitation

REGION - Brattleboro
Development Credit Cor-
poration (BDCC), Ben-
nington County Regional
Commission (BCRO),
and Windham Regional
Commission (WRC) have
opened the annual proj-
ect submission process for
southern Vermont’s Com-
prehensive Economic De-
velopment Strategy (CEDS)
and Regional Priority Proj-
ect (RPP) programs.

Organizations through-
out Bennington County
and the Windham region,
which includes all Wind-
ham County towns and the
Town of Weston, are invited
to submit projects that are
in alignment with regional
economic and community
development goals.

An informational we-
binar will be held on
Wednesday, July 22, to
explain both programs
(CEDS and RPP), review
submission requirements,
and answer questions from
prospective and returning
applicants. To learn more,
register for the webinar, or
submit a project, visit www.
sovermontzone.com/ceds-
rpp-project-submission.
Project submissions will be
accepted through Sept. 18.

“The projects submitted
through this process tell
the story of where south-
ern Vermont is headed,
said Adam Grinold, execu-
tive director of the Brattle-
boro Development Credit

we see communities, busi-
nesses, nonprofits, and in-
stitutions bringing forward
ideas that address housing,
workforce, infrastructure,
child care, health care, and
economic opportunity. Our
job is to help connect those
projects to partners, fund-
ing opportunities, and the
broader regional strategy
that can help move them
forward”

The submission process
serves two related but dis-
tinct purposes. The Com-
prehensive Economic De-
velopment Strategy (CEDS)
is southern Vermont’s fed-
erally recognized economic
development strategy and
serves as the region’s imple-
mentation framework for
economic  development.
The annual update tracks
projects across Bennington
and Windham counties,
measures progress toward
regional goals, and helps
align local initiatives with
state and federal funding
opportunities.

Projects at all stages of de-
velopment are encouraged
for submission. Whether
a project is in the concept
phase, actively seeking
funding, under construc-
tion, or recently completed,
inclusion in the CEDS up-
date helps create a more
complete picture of eco-
nomic development activity
across southern Vermont.

Projects that are imple-
mentation-ready and seek-
additional

may also be considered
for the Regional Priority
Project (RPP) process by
completing supplemen-
tal questions within the
same submission form.

Regional Priority Proj-
ects are part of a state-
wide initiative coordi-
nated through Vermont’s
Regional Development
Corporations in partner-
ship with the Vermont
Agency of Commerce
and Community Devel-
opment and the North-
ern Border Regional
Commission. The RPP
process highlights the
top economic and com-
munity  development
projects in our region
that are best positioned
to attract state and fed-
eral funding.

In southern Vermont,
all Regional Priority
Projects are first submit-
ted through the CEDS
process, allowing appli-
cants to complete a single
form for both opportuni-
ties.

Organizations that
submitted projects
in previous years do
not need to start from
scratch. Previously sub-
mitted information can
be updated and reused as
part of the 2026 submis-
sion cycle.

Technical assistance,
office hours, and pro-
poser support will be
available throughout the

BUYING/
SELLING

BUYING-SELLING  Coins, Paper
$$, Vintage Sports Postcards,
Comics. See our displays at
anfique cenfers in Chester and
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-379-
2353. House calls available.

CLEAN OUTS +
MORE

EZ-Dump Enterprises has a 15-
yard dump trailer available. We're
also here for heating equipment,
appliance removal, home/storage
unit clean outs, stump grinding,
and refinishing/repairing gravel
driveways. Serving Springfield, V+.
area. Call/text 802-376-1168 or

Dear Editor,

On behalf of the board of
directors and staff at Health
Care and Rehabilitation Ser-
vices (HCRS), we extend
our sincere thanks to the
residents of Windsor and
Windham counties for sup-
porting our town funding
requests during this year’s
Town Meetings.

Your continued invest-
ment in HCRS helps sus-
tain our access navigator
program, connecting indi-
viduals and families with the
mental health and substance
use services they need. This
local support makes a mean-
ingful difference, helping en-

Corporation. “Every year ing visibility

submission period. sure that people can access

email ezdump.bl@gmail.com.

HELP WANTED

LUDLOW, Vi. — CAREGIVER -
COMPANION, six hours per
weekday during ski season for
mildly handicapped wife. Kindly
call or text 717-215-9703 or
email  rayhedger@hedgerand-
hedger.com.

OTHER

LUDLOW, Vt. - Please contact me
if you witnessed a skier-to-skier
collision on the Lower Arrow Trail,
near the Villlage Run crossover
at Okemo, on January 25, 2025
at 11 a.m. If you are the good
Samaritan who first helped the
woman with the broken leg, or
know who that is, we thank you

care, resources, and guid-
ance when they need it most.

We are deeply grateful to
the voters of the following
Vermont towns for their
partnership and commit-
ment to the health and well-
being of our communities:
Andover, Athens, Bethel,
Cavendish, Chester, Do-
ver, Dummerston, Grafton,
Guilford, Halifax, Hart-
ford, Hartland, Jamaica,
Landgrove, Ludlow, Marl-
boro, Newfane, Plymouth,
Pomfret, Putney, Reading,
Rockingham, Royalton,
Sharon, Springfield, Strat-
ton, Townshend, Vernon,
Wardsboro, Weathersfield,
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and ask that you please contact
me at jlevins@tdlevins.com or
802-775-4361.

WANTED

CAVENDISH, Vt. — Horse literate
person wanted fo assist lady car-
riage driver several times a week

in Cavendish. 802-226-7364.

MOUNT HOLLY, Vt. - WANTED
TO BUY - Looking for some stone
fence post to replace broken ones

in my fenceline. Call Kris ot 802-
259-2529.

YARD SALE

LUDLOW, Vt. — Multi-family yard
sale on Saturday, July 11, from 9
am. - 1 p.m., at 59-61 Andover
Street in Ludlow.

Westminster, West Wind-
sor, Weston, Whitingham,
Wilmington, =~ Windham,
Windsor, and Woodstock.

We are honored by the
confidence you continue to
place in HCRS. Together,
we are strengthening ac-
cess to care and helping
build healthier, more resil-
ient communities through-
out southeastern Vermont.
Thank you for your contin-
ued support.

Sincerely,

Anne Bilodeau, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer

Health Care and Rehabili-
tation Services

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
kPerkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129
J

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS
ﬁm@_&m o!o!o!o%.

DEPOTY HOME CENTER

HELP WANTED
Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out
GARDEN SUPPLIES, INSULATION, METAL ROOFING,
DOORS & WINDOWS, TREX DECKING IN STOCK
Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. » Charlestown, NH 03603
Tel: 603-826-3251 » Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

N4

DIAMOND POINT WEALTH

Formerly Huntley Financial Services

Derek Karner

802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately
owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

PARTNERS

GENERAL

New Hampshire and Vermont's Largest Auto Recycler!!!

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete — Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

800-562-3845 - 603-542-9595 - sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743

FIBER INSULATION ¢ ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

b\l rgy
LAMBER']
SUPPLY CO. INC.

YOUR ONE STOP
BUILDING &
MODERNIZING
CENTER
409 Main Street * 603-542-5111
CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743

LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM

NVHNCOO0OIT <XIZO0WnXZ=Z
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NEW CONSTRUCTION
AND REMODELING

WoodWright

Contracting
JOHN WRIGHT

O PO Box 914.Chester.VT1.05143
© woodwrightvt@gmail.com
® 802/236.1627

Art Crafts Gifts
CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM

Discover your creative side - Workshops, studio hours, youth
camps, and private events for everyone!

Ludlow, VT 802-228-8770 www.CreateTogetherVT.org
(12/9/26 - 52)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT

Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops

68 Main St., Springfield VT 802-885-7111 galleryvault.org
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5

Open Wall - On the Wild Side until July 15.

A Watery World in Wood Carvings by Tom Franklin
Carvings of whales, narwhals, dolphins, puffins, and loons.

Coming Soon: Deborah Holmes (July 1), Russell Porter (July 23)
(07/15/26 - TFN - 13)

Builders/Contractors
A & J’S TREE SERVICE

No job too big or foo small. Also offering general contracting.
Free Estimates & Fully Insured. “Dangerous Trees are our Spe-
cialty.” 802-376-7000.

(07/22/26 - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC

Navy Seabee Veteran owned. We pride ourselves on cus-
fomer service, and getting the job done right the first time. We
are looking to book up our season. Decks, custom tile shower,
siding, doors, windows, drywall, foundation repair, you name
we do it. Check us out on Instfagram @nedthehammer. Ned
Mortensen, cell 802-376-3275, edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.
(03/17/27 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing. finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville.
802-558-5267.

(08/12/26 - 13)

Campground

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND

2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026 + 2027! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com.

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemol! Large
Private Sites!
(08/26/26 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC

Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10a.m. -5 p.m.

(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stfone Masonry Applications including veneer,
walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 37 years ex-
perience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or stoneart49@gmaiil.
com or visit drcstonedesign.com.

(08/19/26 - 13)

4. BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$175 for 13 Weeks ¢ $275 for 26 Weeks ¢ $425 for 52 Weeks

Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter.

MOORE MASONRY

Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls,

steps, restoration and repairs.

Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@

gmail.com.
(10/07/26 - 26)

Organic Lawn &

Fully insured, free estimates.

Land Care

GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN

We’re Different- Our organic lawn and garden care brings
peace of mind for the family, friends and critters using your
yard. Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet,
so you can relax while we do the hard work.

Fence Installations - Expert, best-quality fence installations
with references available. Call Today!

Driveway Repairs & Drainage Work- Does your driveway need

some TLC? Call Green Bee!

We're fully insured, reliable and priced right. Reach Out Today
to secure your spot in our 2026 schedule! Phone, text or email:
802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com

(09/16/26 - 26)
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Springfield Community
Band upcoming concerts

REGION - On Sunday,
July 12, the Springfield
Community Band will pres-
ent a concert in Walpole,
N.H., under the direction
of Nick Pelton. The evening
will feature familiar, excit-
ing, and well-loved music
from Broadway musicals,
including  “Phantom  of
the Opera,” “The Greatest
Showman,” “Wicked,” and
“Chicago”

The featured performance
of the evening will be by
vocalist Grace Thompson,
who will sing a medley of
familiar selections from
“The Sound of Music”

The concert will take

place at the gazebo at 34
Elm Street in Walpole,
N.H.,, at 6:30 p.m. Please
bring a chair.

On Tuesday, July 14, at
6:15 p.m., the band will
present its annual children’s
concert at The Common,
a park on Cherry Hill in
Springfield, opposite the
Summer Hill Cemetery.

Pelton will conduct. Chil-
dren are invited to come in
costume.

The concert will feature
dancers from The Dance
Company enacting the sto-
ry of “Peter and the Wolf)’
with choreography by Ash-
ley Hensel-Browning. Chil-

dren who would like to
conduct the band will
have the chance to do so.
There will also be a free
frozen treat for all the

kids.
Another treat will be
Pelton on saxophone,

playing “Lightning Fin-
gers” The title speaks for
itself.

Please bring a chair.
Note that the above pro-
grams could change due
to unforeseen circum-
stances. If rain threatens
to cancel either concert,
information will be avail-
able on the band’s Face-
book page.

Peter Tavalin accompanies
“Safety Last!” at Next Stage —

PUTNEY, Vt. - Next
Stage Arts presents an eve-
ning of classic silent film
and live music on Friday,
July 17, at 7 p.m., when
pianist and composer Pe-
ter Tavalin performs a live
improvised score to Harold
Lloyd’s beloved 1923 com-
edy “Safety Last!” at Next
Stage, 15 Kimball Hill in
Putney. Doors open at 6:15
p.m. Tickets are available at
www.nextstagearts.org.

A graduate of Berklee
College of Music and a life-
long jazz improviser, Tava-
lin has been accompany-
ing silent films since 1979,
creating expressive, in-the-
moment soundtracks that
bring classic cinema vividly
to life. Drawing on his skills
as both composer and im-
proviser, he crafts a unique
musical experience for each
performance, responding
in real time to the action,
emotion, and humor un-
folding on screen. No two
presentations are ever ex-
actly alike.

For this performance, Ta-
valin selected “Safety Last!,”
widely regarded as one of
the greatest silent comedies
ever made. The film follows
an ambitious young man
navigating big-city life in
pursuit of success, culmi-
nating in one of cinema’s
most iconic and suspense-
ful sequences.

“These days we can all use
a good laugh,” says Tavalin.

Peter Tavalin at his keyboard, composing music for “Safe-

ty Last.”

“Harold Lloyd definitely
rates as one of the great
silent film comics, in the
same class as Charlie Chap-
lin and Buster Keaton”
Rather than recreating
the sound of early-20th-
century movie palaces,
Tavalin uses a synthesizer
and contemporary musi-
cal vocabulary to create a
modern  accompaniment
that blends seamlessly with
the action on screen. His
repertoire includes more
than 25 silent films, and
he continues to expand it
through performances at

ISOUTHERNNVERMONT'S
LARGEST SELECTION
}‘**“** OF AMMO ****

Hag{ to Find Calibers & European Calibers

\ WE SPECIALIZE IN
ESTATES & LARGE COLLECTIONS

Call us today! We make house calls!

NEED CASH???

WE BUY GUNS, CASH PAID!
WE BUY.GOLD AND
SILVER, COINS,
JEWELRY, STERLING

@LACK POG Guy ¢

Precious Metals Dealer #66

233 SOUTH MAIN ST * RUTLAND, VT
802-342-0187 blackdogshootingsupplies.com

PHOTO PROVIDED

universities, museums,
film series, festivals, and
other venues.

Audiences can expect
an engaging evening of
laughter, cinematic his-
tory, and live musical art-
istry as one of silent film’s
most enduring classics
springs to life through a
freshly created score.

For more information
and tickets, visit www.
nextstagearts.org.
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The Suitcase Junket and
Rachel Kilgour at Next Stage

PUTNEY, Vt. - Next
Stage Arts Project and
Twilight Music pres-

ent swamp-Yankee mu-
sic one-man-band The
Suitcase Junket and Ca-
nadian-American  sing-
er-songwriter ~ Rachael
Kilgour at Next Stage, on
Saturday, July 11, at 7:30
p.m.

The Suitcase Junket,
the internationally tour-
ing project of artist Matt
Lorenz, developed in
the tension between the
grand and the solitary-
grand in imagery, sound,
and staging, solitary in
thrift and self-reliance.
NPR calls Lorenz a “mas-
ter of musical imagina-
tion” What instruments
he requires Lorenz builds
from scratch and sal-
vage. What parts five
players would perform,
he performs alone. The
spectacle of the one-man
show bears comparison

to legends of showmanship,
brilliance, madness, and in-
vention.

While audiences are
captivated by that solitary
form and the show itself,
Lorenz, who homesteads
in Western Massachusetts,
is most serious about the
songs. The world he writes
into existence is crowded
with  characters, narra-
tives, voices, imagery, and
sounds as wide and varied
as mountain throat singers
and roadhouse juke boxes,
plus newsreels of the planet’s
destruction and salvage. Lo-
renzs most recent album,
“The End is New; was re-
leased at Renew Records/
BMG. He has been in the
studio in recent months
recording toward a new re-
lease.

Singer-songwriter Rachael
Kilgour writes in hopes
of finding a truth she can
live with. Her intimate live
performances radiate with

sincerity and humor, as she
expertly balances her poi-
gnant, literate songs with her
quick wit. She was awarded
a prestigious McKnight Mu-
sic Fellowship in 2025, was
an official showcasing artist
at the Folk Alliance Inter-
national Conference (2025),
and was a winner of both
the Kerrville New Folk Con-
test (2017) and the Newsong
Songwriting and Perfor-
mance Competition (2015).
Kilgour’s oft-noted “unapol-
ogetic lyrics” (Rolling Stone)
and “master crafted indie
folk” sensibilities (Billboard)
are on full display in each of
her delicately woven songs.

Next Stage is located at 15
Kimball Hill in downtown
Putney, Vt. Advance tick-
ets are available discounted
at  www.nextstagearts.org.
Next Stage will provide a
beer, wine, and cocktail cash
bar. For more information,
call 802-387-0102 or visit
the website above.

Vermont playwrights at
Springfield Community Players

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
From July through Sep-
tember, theatergoers in
Springfield will experi-
ence two full productions
and one staged reading,
all by local playwrights.

Springfield Commu-
nity Players’ (SCP) Local
Summer Spotlight opens
in July with Larry Krafts
“Waiting for a Eulogy”
In the spirit of Beckett’s
“Waiting for Godot,” two
travelers on the road of
life banter and bicker
about things they may
or may not have done.
Only this time, they’re in
abar - and one of them is
dead. Kraft, a published
playwright and North
Springfield resident, al-
lows his characters to
“take [him] where they
want to go” Influenced
by his 20 years at Spring-
field Hospital and his
board service at Senior
Solutions, “Waiting”
explores mortality and
the enduring power of

friendship.

Directed by Patty Greene-
Pawelczyk, “Waiting for a
Eulogy” runs July 18, 19,
24, and 25. Tickets will
be available soon through
SCP’s website.

In August, audiences can
enjoy a staged reading of
“Kentucky Fried Zombies”
by Sebastian Taylor. When
folks in town start getting
sick, all eyes turn to the
manager of a local fast-food
chain who has a unique
way of dealing with “prob-
lem customers” Taylor, of
Springfield, holds a Mas-
ter of Fine Arts from New
England College in writing
for stage and screen, and is
excited to introduce “Ken-
tucky;,” his first full-length
play, in the staged reading
format. His previous work
was featured in a 10-min-
ute play festival in New
York. Catch Kentucky Fried
Zombies on Aug. 7.

And, because one can
never get enough of the
undead, wrap up your sum-

mer fun in September with
“Zip Zap Zombies,” written
and directed by Springfield
resident Josie Munroe. In-
convenient truths and frag-
ile egos take center stage in
this dark comedy, when an
adult acting class is inter-
rupted by a zombie apoca-
lypse unfolding just beyond
the theater’s walls. Munroe
is a psychotherapist with a
lifelong love of theater. In-
spired by the dynamics of
a real acting class, her idea
for “Zombies” arrived “in a
flash and took on a life of its
own”

Auditions for “Zip Zap
Zombies” are open to the
community and will be held
July 8 and 11, with perfor-
mances running Sept. 19,
20, 26, and 27.

Springfield Community
Players is Vermonts old-
est continuously operating
community theater group.
For tickets, audition in-
formation, and more, visit
www.springfieldplayers.
org.

Bandwagon Series presents The Mammals,
Michael Veitch Band, and Doozy Jane ——

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Next Stage Arts continues
its Bandwagon Summer
Series with a folk, roots,
and Americana music festi-
val on Saturday, July 18, at
Robertson Paper Company
Field, 21 Island Street in
Bellows Falls. The festival
begins at 4 p.m., with gates

opening at 3 p.m.

Featuring acclaimed
Americana favorites The
Mammals, veteran singer-
songwriter Michael Veitch
Band, and rising folk quar-
tet Doozy Jane, the festival
celebrates the enduring
power of song, storytelling,
and community.

BB Ry

3
Store Open Daily 9-5:30
Beaver Pond Farm

1047 John Stark Hwy,
Newport, NH

603-543-1107

Find us on
Facebook & Instagram

Farm Fresh
Veggies & Berries

Plants
Grass Fed Beef
Maple Syrup
Homemade Pie
& Lots More!

wesron

THEATER COMPANY

“DELIVERS THE HEAT!”

-Vermont Journal

FOR TICKETS & INFO:
westontheater.org

802-824-5288

Headlining the event,
The Mammals bring their
signature blend of high-
energy Americana, string-
band virtuosity, and social-
ly conscious songwriting.
Led by Mike Merenda and
Ruth Ungar, the group is re-
nowned for performances
that balance rafter-raising
enthusiasm with intimate,
reflective moments. Their
latest release, “Touch Grass
Vol. 1 &2, explores themes
of freedom, kinship, and
ecological renewal while
continuing the band’s tra-
dition of connecting audi-
ences through music and
shared purpose.

Also taking the stage is
the Michael Veitch Band.
Veitch’s  soaring  tenor
voice, expressive guitar
work, and deeply personal
songwriting have earned
him national recognition
throughout a long and dis-
tinguished career. His songs

ADVERTISE
WITH US

ONLINE!

802-228-3600
SALES@VERMONTJOURNAL.COM
WWW.VERMONTJOURNAL.COM

explore themes of love, ac-
tivism, memory, and hope,
delivered with warmth, sin-
cerity, and masterful musi-
cianship.

Opening the festival is
Doozy Jane, a dynamic
quartet known for lush
four-part treble harmonies
and inventive arrange-
ments. Combining fiddle,
clarinet, guitar, and bass,
the group reimagines folk
traditions through a con-
temporary feminist lens,
drawing inspiration from
both historic and modern
voices in American roots
music.

Together, these artists
create a rich tapestry of folk
traditions, modern roots
music, and Americana spir-
it. Whether drawn by the
harmonies, the storytelling,
or the sense of community,
audiences will find an after-
noon and evening of music
that celebrates connection
and shared experience.

Food vendors for the
festival include Smokin’
Bowls, Taza Afghan Foods
and Catering, and The Blue
Pig. A cash bar will also be
available onsite.

The event is sponsored by
Vermont Plank Flooring.
Advance tickets are avail-
able at www.nextstagearts.
org.
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