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Independence Day

CAVENDISH, Vt. – 
The Cavendish Town El-
ementary School (CTES) 
Parent-Teacher Group 
(PTG) is thrilled to cele-
brate an incredibly gener-
ous donation made pos-
sible by Tyler Butterick, 
of Fairway Fundraising, 
whose September 2025 
golf tournament at Fox 
Run Golf Club raised 
an astounding $13,324 
in support of CTES stu-
dents. What began as a 
day of community con-
nection and friendly 
competition has blos-
somed into a truly trans-
formative investment in 
student experiences.
  The success of this 

fundraiser was driven 
by the remarkable gen-
erosity of several major 
donors whose commit-
ment to local children 
and education helped 
turn the event into some-
thing truly special. The 
CTES PTG would like 
to extend heartfelt grati-
tude to Tyler Siegordner 
from UpNorth Builders; 
Jimmy Filipowicz, CTES 
alumnus, of Brooks Ex-
cavating; Ray Floyd from 
Piper Sandler; Joel Nuccci 
from Calamari Recycling; 
Julie Abraham, of Mary 
Davis Realty; and Frank 
Provance, of Diamond 
Realty. Their generosity, 
leadership, and belief in 
the importance of sup-
porting students made 
this fundraiser an over-
whelming success and 
demonstrated the power 
of a community coming 
together for children.
  One of the most imme-

diate and joyful impacts 
of this donation can be 
heard in the CTES music 
room. Thanks to Fairway 
Fundraising, students 
are now making music 
with upgraded and ex-
panded instruments. A 
brand-new snare drum 

and stand now support 
both band participation and 
individual lessons, while 
the replacement of a very 
old concert bass drum has 
dramatically improved the 
depth and quality of the 
ensemble’s sound. The ad-
dition of a music stand cart 
has also brought a new level 
of organization and ease to 
rehearsals and performanc-
es.
  Even more exciting is the 

expansion of classroom in-
struments, allowing more 
students to actively partici-
pate in music-making dur-
ing each lesson. With the ad-
dition of six metallophones 
and an alto xylophone, 
students can now explore 
melody and harmony to-
gether in ways that were not 
previously possible. The in-
troduction of nested Remo 
Festival Tubano drums has 
added a rich rhythmic di-
mension to the classroom, 
offering deep bass tones, 
crisp slaps, and vibrant cul-
tural connections. Complet-
ing this beautiful collection 
is a 30-inch Chilean Copado 
Cactus rainstick, the sooth-
ing, natural tones of which 
create moments of calm and 
reflection while sparking 
curiosity and imagination.
  CTES was also able to 

purchase a full classroom 
set of ukuleles. Fifth and 
sixth grade students are now 
learning how to play, bring-
ing an entirely new musical 
experience into the class-
room. The ukuleles have 
already become a favorite 
part of music instruction, 
filling the school with en-
ergy, laughter, and song. 
Together, these additions 
have transformed the mu-
sic room into a space where 
creativity, collaboration, and 
joyful expression thrive.
  Beyond the music room, 

Fairway Fundraising’s gen-
erosity extended to ensur-
ing that every student who 
wanted to participate in the 

Okemo Mountain Snow-
sports Program could do 
so without financial barri-
ers. For many students, this 
meant the opportunity to 
try skiing or snowboarding 
for the very first time. For 
others, it allowed them to 
build on existing skills with 
confidence and consistency. 
All program sign-up fees 
were fully covered, along 
with seasonal equipment 
rentals, removing obstacles 
that might otherwise pre-
vent participation. In ad-
dition, weekly snacks were 
provided, helping students 
stay energized and ready to 
learn throughout each ses-
sion. The result was a season 
filled with excitement, per-
severance, and pride, where 
every child had the chance 
to experience success on the 
mountain.

CTES PTG celebrates gift 
from Fairway Fundraising

CHESTER, Vt. – Stu-
dents from Green Mountain 
Union High School’s creative 
arts class are making a last-
ing contribution to the com-
munity through a special 
public art project that cele-
brates the beauty of Vermont 
throughout the year.
  Under the guidance of 

art teacher Marcia Doc-
kum, students were invited 
to create paintings depict-
ing Vermont’s four seasons 
for display in the Chester 
Town Hall. The project chal-
lenged students to select and 
paint scenes that capture the 
unique landscapes, colors, 
and character of Vermont 
during spring, summer, fall, 
and winter.
  The students participating 

in the town hall project in-
clude Laura Bennett, Dylan 
Welwood, Gunnar Lichen-
steiger, and Harleigh Burns. 
Their artwork will be per-
manently displayed in the 

halls of the town hall, where 
residents and visitors will be 
able to enjoy their creative 
interpretations of Vermont’s 
natural beauty for years to 
come.
  In addition to the town 

hall exhibit, another group 
of creative arts students 
completed paintings that 
will be featured on the cov-
ers of electrical boxes located 
on the town Green. Students 
Sarah Birmingham, Isadoria 
Gibson, Mackenzie Koch, 
and Amaris Seville created 
exterior paintings inspired 
by Vermont’s four seasons, 
transforming everyday util-
ity boxes into colorful works 
of public art.
  The community art proj-

ects provide students with 
an opportunity to share their 
talents beyond the class-
room, while helping beautify 
public spaces. Through their 
creativity and dedication, 
these young artists have 

contributed meaningful 
works that celebrate both 
the landscape and spirit of 
Vermont.
  “Public art allows stu-

dents to see how their 
work can positively im-
pact their community,” 
said Dockum. “These 
projects gave students the 
chance to create some-
thing that will be enjoyed 
by residents and visitors 
alike, while developing 
their artistic skills and 
confidence.”
  The completed instal-

lations showcase the tal-
ent of Green Mountain 
Union High School stu-
dents and serve as a re-
minder of the important 
role the arts play in build-
ing community connec-
tions. Their artwork will 
stand as a lasting legacy, 
reflecting the beauty of 
Vermont and the creativ-
ity of its young artists.

Arts students leave a 
lasting mark

Isadoria Gibson working on her painting.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Amaris Seville working on her painting.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BY PAULA BENSON
The Vermont Journal

WESTON, Vt. – The latest 
gem to open in Weston is an 
artisanal bakery called The 
Green Cat. A tidy patisserie, 
boulangerie, and French-in-
spired market located at 613 
Main Street, the cozy spot sits 
across the street from its as-
sociated hotel, The Weston, 
and its exceptional French 
restaurant, The Left Bank. 
  Entrepreneur Peter Hag-

ner Sharp, who passed away 
in January at age 69, was the 
visionary behind the elegant 
boutique hotel and eatery, as 
well as the Vermont Butcher 
Shop in Londonderry, and 
now, The Green Cat Cafe.
  Inside the spotless bis-

tro, impeccably arranged 
displays present an array of 
gorgeous French pastries 
like tarte aux faises, a French 
strawberry tart. There are 
viennoiseries, sweet baked 
goods that fall somewhere 
between bread and pastry, 
and laminated croissants and 
other treats created through 
an intensive, butter-layering 
process to create that fa-
mously flaky crust.
  These artful sweet and 

savory delicacies are the 
creations of Executive Pas-
try Chef Mary Pisanelli. 
The experienced chef came 
to Weston from Cleveland, 
Ohio, after searching for 
the perfect spot to express 
her creativity, to work with 
a dedicated staff and other 
skilled chefs, and to offer her 

baked items, grab-and-go 
salads, and sandwiches made 
with in-house, hand-crafted, 
artisanal breads, plus coffee 
drinks, cheeses, and wine.
  The market is stocked with 

farm-fresh greens and pro-
duce from The Weston’s own 
hand-tilled, 50-acre farm. 
Pisanelli started working at 
the hotel while it was plan-
ning for and constructing 
The Green Cat.
  Pisanelli graduated from 

the culinary arts program at 
Johnson & Wales University, 
a highly prestigious college 
recognized as one of the top 
schools for culinary arts. 
She said she had initially in-
tended to become a dietitian 
until she realized she wasn’t 
feeling called to that profes-
sion. She knew she wanted to 
work with food in some way, 
and when a school guidance 
counselor suggested becom-
ing a chef, Pisanelli admitted 
she had not realized that was 
“a thing.”
  “Basically, I have been do-

ing this all my life,” she re-
marked.
  Before coming to Weston, 

Pisanelli worked in hotels 
across the country: in Den-
ver, in Palm Beach, and at the 
four-star luxury hotel The 
Peabody, in Memphis, Tenn. 
Once, Pisanelli baked a cus-
tom chocolate cake shaped 
like a guitar for James Taylor, 
a guest at the hotel.
  “I just love his music, and I 

wanted to share my creativity 
with him,” Pisanelli recalled. 
“[Taylor] called me to thank 

me and gave me tickets 
and backstage passes to 
his concert!” Taylor also 
told Pisanelli her cake was 
one of the best chocolate 
cakes he had ever eaten.
  Try one of Pisanelli’s 

bittersweet chocolate 
macadamia nut rolls, and 
you will agree with the 
legendary musician’s re-
view.
  Pisanelli works with a 

small, professional staff, 
all of whom pay attention 
to detail and offer friendly 
customer service, like 
bakery manager Lauren 
Fourie. Pisanelli is actively 
interviewing for more po-
sitions, which would al-
low the bakery to expand 
its hours of operation be-
yond the current schedule 
of Friday–Sunday, from 7 
a.m. – 2 p.m.
  The opportunity to 

learn under Pisanelli 
would be an exciting one 
for the right person – a 
hard worker interested in 
the science behind pastry 
and bread making, and in 
training with one of the 
best. 
  Eventually, Pisanelli 

would like to start a ca-
tering service again, and 
offer baking classes so 
the rest of us can learn a 
bit about how to make 
some of these treats at 
home. For July 4, Pisanelli 
is planning strawberry 
shortcakes, blondies, and 
in-house-made brioche 
burger buns.

The Green Cat Bakery and Cafe 
is another win for Weston

BURLINGTON, Vt. – 
Green Mountain Union 
High School seniors Ian 
Bernier, Sophia Cherubi-
ni, and Wyatt Koch were 
some of the standouts at 
the Vermont High School 
Decathlon State Cham-
pionship on June 17 and 
18, at Burlington High 
School. 
  Bernier was the top fin-

isher locally, placing fifth 
out of 75 competitors for 
the boys. The senior’s ver-
satility was on full display 
throughout the two-day 
event, as he earned top-
20 finishes in nine out of 
the 10 events. Bernier’s 
best event was pole vault, 
where he took the top 
spot by clearing 11 feet, 
11.75 inches.
  Cherubini was the top 

local finisher on the girls’ 
side, placing 16th out of 
82 athletes. Cherubini fin-
ished in the top 10 in four 

events, including pole vault 
(6th), javelin (9th), shot put 
(9th), and high jump (10th). 
  Koch placed 22nd overall 

for the boys, but the senior 
really made his mark in the 
throwing events, with victo-
ries in shot put and discus, 
and a runner-up finish in 
javelin. 
  Bellows Falls also com-

peted, with freshmen boys 
Colton Shanks and Brady 
Benoit placing 30th and 
46th, respectively. Shanks’ 
top finishes were in long 
jump (9th) and the 100-me-
ter dash (11th), and Benoit 
placed 13th in pole vault. 
  Green Mountain’s Kord 

Hinkley (11th in javelin, 
54th overall), Isaiah Bonn-
eville (18th in long jump, 
57th overall), Mackenzie 
Koch (36th in discus, 52nd 
overall), and Sarah Birming-
ham (45th in discus) also 
had strong finishes for the 
Grizzlies.

Local athletes 
compete at 
state decathlon 
championship

See GIFT on Page 2
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CHOICE FOR WINDHAM & WINDSOR COUNTIES

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete – Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

800-562-3845 – 603-542-9595 – sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743 

New Hampshire and Vermont’s Largest Auto Recycler!!!

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

YOUR ONE STOP 
BUILDING &

MODERNIZING
CENTER
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SUPPLY CO. INC.
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CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743

FIBER INSULATION  •  ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM

P
L
U
M
B
I
N
G

& 

H
E
A
T
I
N
G

M
A
S
O
N
R
Y

P
R
O
D
U
C
T
S

Complete Site Work · Foundations · Septic Systems · Drainage
Driveway Construction & Maintenance · Asphalt Milling
Gravel · Sand · Topsoil · Field Mowing · Brush Mulching

Palmer H. Goodrich II · Chester, VT 05143 · 802-875-2819

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES
MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600
NEW TIRES TOO!!

15 Barker St.
Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479
Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

Store Open Daily 9-5:30
Beaver Pond Farm

1047 John Stark Hwy, 
Newport, NH
603-543-1107 

Find us on 
Facebook & Instagram

Farm Fresh 
Veggies & Berries

Plants 
Grass Fed Beef

Maple Syrup
Homemade Pie 

& Lots More!

  The impact of this gift 
continues even further, as 
remaining funds are now 
being thoughtfully directed 
toward enhancing science, 
technology, engineering, 

and mathematics (STEM) 
materials at CTES. These 
investments are strength-
ening opportunities for 
hands-on, inquiry-based 
learning, giving students 
the tools they need to ex-
plore, design, build, and 
problem-solve. Whether 
engaged in science investi-

gations, engineering chal-
lenges, or mathematical 
exploration, students are 
benefiting from materials 
that encourage curiosity, 
critical thinking, and in-
novation – skills that will 
serve them well far beyond 
the classroom.
  Fairway Fundraising’s 

July 2026 tournament at 
Fox Run Golf Club is al-
ready completely full. 
However, there are still op-
portunities for individuals 
and businesses to become 
involved in two upcom-
ing tournaments that will 
continue supporting local 
organizations and students. 
Fairway Fundraising is cur-
rently seeking both golfers 
and sponsors for tourna-
ments scheduled for Sept. 
7, at Green Mountain Na-
tional Golf Course, and 
Sept. 14, at Fox Run Golf 
Club. Community mem-

GIFT
From Page 1

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Black River Valley Senior 
Center recently received 
a generous contribution 
from M&T Bank and the 
M&T Charitable Founda-
tion to support its Meals 
on Wheels program, 
which provides nutri-
tious meals and regular 
social contact to home-
bound seniors and other 
residents throughout the 
region.
  “At M&T Bank and the 

M&T Charitable Foun-
dation, we are proud to 
support the Meals on 
Wheels program at the 
Black River Valley Senior 
Center,” said Tammi Nor-
ton, senior relationship 
banker at M&T Bank. 

“This program plays a vital 
role in ensuring that home-
bound neighbors and older 
adults have access to nutri-
tious meals and meaning-
ful connection. Programs 
like this are essential to the 
health, dignity, and inde-
pendence of the individuals 
they serve – particularly in 
rural communities where 
access can be limited.”
  Norton presented the do-

nation to Black River Valley 
Senior Center board mem-
bers John Murphy and Jean 
Strong. Also participating in 
the presentation was Meals 
on Wheels volunteer Mike 
Paulson. Behind the camera 
was Bob Snow, who, along 
with Paulson and Norton, 
helps deliver meals to local 

residents through the Home 
Delivered Meals program.
  The Meals on Wheels pro-

gram provides an impor-
tant service to older adults 
and others in need, helping 
them remain healthy, inde-
pendent, and connected to 
their community. The Black 
River Valley Senior Center is 
always seeking volunteers to 
assist with meal deliveries. 
Those interested in volun-
teering are encouraged to 
call the senior center at 802-
228-7421 for more informa-
tion.
  The board of directors 

expressed its sincere appre-
ciation to M&T Bank and 
the M&T Charitable Foun-
dation for their continued 
support.

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
Community members, lo-
cal leaders, and health care 
advocates gathered on Sat-
urday, June 20, to celebrate 
a half-century of dedicated 
service at the Mountain 
Valley Health Center’s 50th 
birthday bash. The after-
noon offered attendees a 
wonderful opportunity to 
reminisce, share stories, and 
celebrate everything this 
small but mighty clinic has 
accomplished since its be-
ginnings in 1976.
  The anniversary event was 

generously supported by 
the Mountain Valley Health 
Council, and through the 
donations of area business-
es and civic organizations. 
Guests enjoyed hot dogs 
and water donated by the 
Wantastiquet Rotary Club, 
an array of cookies donated 
by Grandma Miller’s, vege-
tables and hummus donated 
by the Corner Market and 
Deli, and ice cream from JC’s 
Market and Deli. Guests also 
enjoyed live music by Bob 

Ray and Friends.
  The speaking program 

featured local leaders and 
health center founders who 
spoke about the health cen-
ter’s history and its impact 
on the community.
  Barbara Ardell, cochair of 

the Mountain Valley Health 
Council, opened the re-
marks. She was followed by 
Mike Bernhardt, who took 
the crowd down memory 
lane, joking that, because he 
is older than the health cen-
ter, some of his memories 
may be a bit jumbled. None-
theless, his enduring com-
mitment to the health center 
was evident in his sentimen-
tal remarks.
  Dr. Roger Fox, a legend-

ary physician from the 
health center’s earliest days, 
shared reflections and his 
deep personal connection 
to the center’s history. State 
Rep. Chris Morrow recog-
nized the center’s vital role 
both in the region and for 
his personal health. Joshua 
R. Dufresne, CEO of North 
Star Health, then spoke on 
the health center’s ongoing 
mission since coming under 

the North Star umbrel-
la. Finally, Dr. Meghan 
Ward, a family doctor at 
Mountain Valley Health 
Center, concluded the 
program as a representa-
tive of the next generation 
of outstanding providers 
dedicated to the health of 
Mountain Valley now and 
into the future.
  For 50 years, the Moun-

tain Valley Health Center 
has remained steadfastly 
committed to ensuring 
accessible, high-quality 
health care for patients. 
The golden anniversary 
celebration honored that 
rich history while looking 
forward to a bright future 
of continuing to serve the 
community.

Mountain Valley Health 
Center celebrates 50 years

M&T Bank supports Meals 
on Wheels program

STRATTON, Vt. – On 
Saturday, July 4, from 10 
a.m. – 1 p.m., the Stratton 
Community Foundation 
kicks off a yearlong celebra-
tion of 30 years of commu-
nity impact, at the Stratton 
Community Foundation of-
fices, 5 Village Lodge Road 
2D in Stratton, Vt.
  Since 1996, the Stratton 

Community Foundation 

has brought neighbors to-
gether to help children and 
families thrive. Thanks to 
the generosity of the com-
munity, over the past 30 
years, the Stratton Commu-
nity Foundation has award-
ed more than $4 million in 
grants, provided scholar-
ships for local students, re-
sponded to urgent needs, 
and invested in programs 

that strengthen the region.
  What began with a simple 

belief – that we are stron-
ger when we support one 
another – has grown into a 
lasting commitment to our 
neighbors and the commu-
nities we call home.
  Stop by to celebrate this 

milestone, enjoy a toast, 
connect with friends old 
and new, and help us look 

Stratton Foundation celebrates 30 years

LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN

DERK BEARDMORE
beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. • Charlestown, NH 03603

Tel: 603-826-3251 • Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

GARDEN SUPPLIES, INSULATION, METAL ROOFING, 
DOORS & WINDOWS, TREX DECKING IN STOCK 

HELP WANTED 
Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out

ahead to the next 30 years 
of making a difference to-
gether.
  While you’re in town, be 

sure to explore Stratton Re-
sort’s Fourth of July festivi-
ties. From the beloved dog 
parade and farmers market 
to live music featuring a 
Springsteen tribute band, 
there’s something for every-
one. 

bers interested in playing, 
sponsoring a hole, donat-
ing a prize, or becoming 
a tournament sponsor are 
encouraged to contact Tyler 
Butterick at 802-558-2969. 
  The CTES PTG extends 

its deepest gratitude to 
Fairway Fundraising, all 
tournament participants, 
and the many businesses 
and individuals who made 
this event such a success. 
Over the past three years, 
Butterick, tournament par-
ticipants, and businesses 
have donated to Cavendish 
PTG more than $25,000. 
Because of this generos-
ity, our students are not 
only gaining access to new 
instruments, new experi-
ences, and new learning 
opportunities; they are 
building confidence, dis-
covering passions, and cre-
ating memories that will 
last a lifetime.
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Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use 
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7 Pineview Drive, Chester • 802-875-WEED
DownToTheRootsVT.com • ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

CELEBRATE 
STARS, STRIPES & SAVINGS   

FRI 7/3 – SUN 7/5
*Deals all Weekend & Drink Specials*

SAT 7/4: Meet Green Mountain Garden
Naan Stop Food Truck

CREATE A CUSTOM GIFT BAG                   
Need a gift for a special occasion?

Our Budtenders will help you build the
perfect present. Gift cards also available

*Check our website for all event details*

Shop with Us all Summer!
Freshest Flower in VT using Cannatrol® 

patented vapor-controlled systems.

Wednesday - Friday: 10:00 to 4:00 • Saturday: 9:00 to 12:00

O�er Ends 09/12/26

Artworks By American Artists:
• Andrew Wyeth
• Eric Sloane
• Luigi Lucioni

• Sabra Field
• Frank McCarthy

• Robert Todd
• Gerald Lubeck
• and others!

Up to 25% O� Framed Artworks

197 Elm Street  •  Chester  •  802.875.3295

LARGE FAST FOOD MENU INCLUDING:
Hamburgers • Hotdogs • Fries • Chicken Fingers • Onion Rings & More!

33 FLAVORS OF HARD ICE CREAM 33 FLAVORS OF HARD ICE CREAM 
22 FLAVORS FRESH SOFT SERVE22 FLAVORS FRESH SOFT SERVE

Non-Fat Yogurt • Sherbet • Sugar-Free Ice Cream • Dairy-Free

74 YEARS ON THE CORNER74 YEARS ON THE CORNER
140 Rockingham St. | 463-9816 | Bellows Falls, VT140 Rockingham St. | 463-9816 | Bellows Falls, VT

Dari JoyDari Joy
SUMMER HOURS:
7 Days a Week 11 am - 10 pm

Summer Hours
We are Open

7 Days a Week 11 am - 10 pm

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC.  Osaic Wealth is separately 
owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

Derek Karner
802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

Formerly Huntley Financial Services

LONDONDERRY, Vt. –
The Londonderry Arts and 
Historical Society (LAHS) 
is pleased to announce that 
it has lined up a wonderful 
variety of art exhibitions, 
classes, and activities for 
both children and adults this 
summer. 
  Thanks to grants from The 

Thrifty Attic and The Com-
munity Fund of Londonder-
ry, our popular Pop-up Art 
led by local artists will be 
held at the Custer Sharp 
House every Saturday, from 
July 4 – Aug. 9. Meet the art-
ists in the the studio of the 
Custer Sharp House every 
Saturday, from 11 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m. The drop-in art 
classes are for all ages. Class-
es are free of charge, and 
all materials are provided. 
There’s no need to register. 
Just stop by with friends or 
family for some creative fun.

  In July, artist and teacher 
Bev Foster will offer an ex-
ploratory drawing class for 
children. Class will meet 
Monday, July 6 – Friday, July 
10, from 9:30 a.m. – 12 p.m., 
and will explore drawing 
with pencils, chalk, charcoal, 
colored pencils, and nature 
objects. The cost of the class 
includes all materials and a 
simple snack. Contact Foster 
at missbev1958@gmail.com 
for information and registra-
tion.
  Art teacher Casey Junker 

Bailey returns in August for 
her popular Art With the 
Masters class for kids. Class 
meets Monday, Aug. 3 – 
Friday, Aug. 7, from 1-3:30 
p.m. This year, children will 
explore a wide variety of ma-
terials and artistic styles as 
they create drawings, paint-
ings, collages, and sculptures 
inspired by the works of fa-

mous artists through the 
ages. Join Bailey to make 
Giacometti sculptures, 
Renoir still lifes, flowing 
Frankenthaler paintings, 
color-filled Ted Harrison 
landscapes, and more. 
The class will culmi-
nate with a celebratory 
art show for family and 
friends. The cost of the 
class includes all materials 
and a daily snack. Contact 
Bailey at 802-289-4360 or 
email caseyjunkerbailey@
gmail.com for informa-
tion and class registration.
  In addition to classes, 

there will be ongoing ex-
hibitions of art and history 
at the Custer Sharp House 
throughout the season. 
A calendar of events can 
be found on the website 
of the Londonderry Arts 
and Historical Society, 
www.lahsvt.org.

LAHS summer art 
programs

LUDLOW, Vt. – Wrap 
up your Independence 
Day weekend with a con-
cert on the lawn at Fletch-
er Memorial Library, 
Monday, July 6, from 
4:30-6:30 p.m. The Mount 
Holly Folk Club will per-
form a mix of favorite folk 
songs. Bring your chairs 
and blankets for a won-
derful late afternoon of 
music. Inclement weather 
will bring the concert in-
side at the library, located 

at 88 Main Street in Ludlow.
  The Mount Holly Folk 

Club, started in 2008 by 
Claudine Languille, of Gyp-
sy Reel and Touchstone, 
is made up of local com-
munity members with the 
love of music in common. 
This group meets weekly in 
Mount Holly, playing folk 
music at the Mount Holly 
Community Center. You 
may have seen them per-
form during the Mount Hol-
ly summer music concerts, 

and many of the musicians 
also play solo at local farm-
ers markets and Mount Hol-
ly Cider Days.
  Leave your chairs in your 

car after the fireworks and 
join us at the library on 
Monday, July 6, from 4:30-
6:30 p.m. This program is 
free and open to the public. 
For more information on 
this or other library pro-
grams, please call 802-228-
8921 or visit www.fmlnews.
org.

Fletcher Memorial Library 
Music on the Lawn

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next 
Stage Arts and Twilight 
Music present Las Guara-
cheras, an electrifying 
all-female salsa sextet 
from Cali, Colombia, on 
Sunday, July 5, at 6 p.m., 
at Cooper Field, 41 Sand 
Hill Road in Putney. 
Gates open at 5 p.m. Food 
will be available from Saf-
fron Restaurant.
  Rooted in the rich 

musical traditions of 
Cali – widely regarded as 
a global capital of salsa – 
Las Guaracheras have 
been redefining the genre 
since their formation in 
2017. The six musicians 
blend Afro-Caribbean 
rhythms with influences 
from Colombia’s Pacific 

coast, creating a vibrant and 
contemporary sound that is 
both deeply rooted in tra-
dition and boldly forward-
looking.
  The group’s distinctive 

instrumentation features 
percussion, piano, bass, 
vocals, and the rarely spot-
lighted vibraphone. Their 
performances are fueled by 
improvisation, giving each 
musician the opportunity 
to shine as both soloist and 
collaborator.
  Beyond their musical vir-

tuosity, Las Guaracheras are 
committed to amplifying 
women’s voices in a genre 
historically dominated by 
men. Through original 
compositions and inventive 
arrangements, they explore 
themes of resilience, identi-
ty, unity, and empowerment. 
“We are strength, unity, love, 
sisterhood, music,” the band 
says. “We are Guaracheras.”
  “Within the stereotypes of 

what is conceived as ‘Latino,’ 
where physicality is often 
emphasized, Las Guara-
cheras make a statement 

through what we feel in our 
music, our instruments, and 
our sound,” the group ex-
plains. Their songs celebrate 
the contributions of women 
to Latin music while offer-
ing a fresh perspective on 
both its lyrical and sonic 
traditions.
  Las Guaracheras have 

performed at festivals and 
venues throughout Latin 
America and North Ameri-
ca, earning acclaim for high-
energy shows that combine 
sophisticated musicianship 
with joyful audience en-
gagement. Whether deliv-
ering driving salsa grooves 
or exploring jazz-inflected 
improvisations, the band 
invites audiences into a cel-
ebratory experience where 
every beat carries the spirit 
of community, creativity, 
and connection.
  Tickets can be purchased 

discounted in advance, or at 
the gate. Children younger 
than 12 enter for free. Ad-
vance tickets and informa-
tion are available at www.
nextstagearts.org.

Bandwagon Summer Series 
presents Las Guaracheras

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
The Springfield Commu-
nity Band, under the di-
rection of Nick Pelton, will 
present a concert on Tues-
day, July 7, at 7:30 p.m., at 
the Hartness House, 109 
Front Street, Springfield, 
Vt.
  The evening will feature 

familiar, exciting, and well-
loved music from Broad-

way musicals, including 
“Phantom of the Opera,” 
“The Greatest Showman,” 
“Wicked,” and “Chicago.” 
  The featured perfor-

mance of the evening will 
be vocalist Grace Thomp-
son singing a medley of 
familiar selections from 
“The Sound of Music.”
  Bumbles Birria will be 

serving food, and the inn’s 

bar will be open for 
drinks. Please bring a 
chair.
  Please note that the 

program could change 
due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances. Also, in the 
event of rain, please con-
sult the band’s Facebook 
page. Rain decisions will 
be made by 2 p.m. the 
day of the concert.

Springfield Community 
Band to play show tunes

CAVENDISH, Vt. – The 
Town of Cavendish and the 
Cavendish Community and 
Conservation Association 
(CCCA) invite the public to 
join in an evening of fun on 
the Svec Memorial Green in 
Proctorsville, on Wednesday, 
July 8, at 6 p.m. The annual 
Cavendish summer music 
series begins with the sounds 
of Gypsy Reel.
  Gypsy Reel is well known 

for high-energy, stirring 

music rooted in the Celtic 
tradition. They rock their 
audiences with an exciting 
synthesis of world rhythms 
and influences from three 
continents. Based in Ludlow, 
the band is no stranger to 
the Cavendish music series; 
many fans find this concert 
to be a highlight of the sea-
son.
  Join your friends and 

neighbors in front of the 
gazebo on the Green. Bring 

a blanket or a comfortable 
chair, have a picnic, or just lie 
back on the grass and relax. 
Murdock’s Restaurant and 
Singleton’s General Store of-
fer take-out food options and 
are located on or near the 
Green. It’s a fun way to enjoy 
the summer weather and re-
connect with old friends or 
make new ones.
  As always, the concerts are 

free and open to the public. 
In case of inclement weather, 

the concert will be held in 
the Proctorsville Fire Hall, 
an intimate space with good 
acoustics.
  For more information on 

the concerts and to see what 
else the CCCA is up to, visit 
www.cavendishccca.org or 
email cavendishcommunity-
conservation@gmail.com.
  Thanks to Gassetts Group, 

home designers and builders 
in Ludlow, Vt., for sponsor-
ing this concert on the Green.

Cavendish concert season begins

PUTNEY, Vt. – The Ver-
mont Suitcase Company 
returns to Next Stage Arts 
on Friday, July 10, with “My 
Lady of Whims,” an original 
theatrical adventure inspired 
by the wit, excitement, and 
visual storytelling of classic 
silent films. Doors open at 7 
p.m., and showtime is 7:30 
p.m. Next Stage Arts is locat-
ed at 15 Kimball Hill in Put-
ney, Vt. Tickets are are avail-
able at www.nextstagearts.

org.
  With his annual fundrais-

ing gala fast approaching, 
a councilman faces a crisis: 
Where is his daughter? If the 
newspapers discover she has 
been spending time with art-
ists and free spirits down by 
the docks, his political ambi-
tions could be ruined. Enter 
Otto, a hired gun tasked with 
bringing her home before 
scandal erupts. But Louisa 
the maid has plans of her own 

and sees an opportunity to 
claim the reward for herself.
  Packed with action, in-

trigue, romance, interna-
tional affairs, and plenty 
of comedy, “My Lady of 
Whims” captures the charm 
and exuberance of silent-era 
storytelling while bringing a 
fresh, contemporary spirit to 
the stage. 

  The Vermont Suitcase 
Company has become 
known for creating inven-
tive, family-friendly pro-
ductions that blend humor, 
movement, and storytelling 
into unique theatrical experi-
ences.
  For more information 

and tickets, visit www.next-
stagearts.org.

“My Lady of Whims” at Next Stage Arts
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home & community

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

WEATHERSFIELD, VT $619,900

www.barrettandvalley.com
HISTORIC CAPE W/CHARM ON 15.55 ACRES!

802-875-2323

HOUSE OF THEWEEKHOUSE OF THEWEEK

WEATHERSFIELD, VT $619,900

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation

www.KelleyRealEstate.com
802-228-5333

FOR SALE  |  81 HIGH STREET  |  CAVENDISH
� is 1850s renovated property located  in the heart of the village adapts 
perfectly to your lifestyle or investment goals. � is home functions as 
a spacious 5-bedroom, 2-bathroom home or as two separate income-
generating rental units. Attached barn o� ers incredible storage. Steps 
away from the post o�  ce and village park and is located just minutes 

from Okemo Mountain Resort. Call or Text Listing Agent Ty Murray 
at 802-777-8047 for more information

ESTATE SALE!
Boat Guy Marina on 5 acres with deep water frontage on the 

Connecticut River. Business includes real estate, equipment, and 
inventory. The main building is 87’ x 50’, two stories, houses an office, 
retail show room, service & repair bays, and storage area. The second 

floor has a custom built 2,500 sq/ ft. apartment with a large deck 
overlooking the river front, plus 1,850 sq. ft. partially finished area 

currently being used as storage. The detached newest building is 48’ 
x 48’, w/ 3 bay boat storage area with 16’ clearance. There are 12 boat 

docks for lease and room for more. This is a rare find and one of the few 
marinas on the river with miles of miles of navigable waterways. 

$999,000

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL PROPERTIES 
AVAILABLE IN VERMONT AND NEW HAMPSHIRE

New Hampshire 603-542-5188
Vermont 802-674-6311

email: dchabot@townandcountryrealty.com
website: www.townandcountryrealty.com

JUST REDUCED!

Charlestown - $450,000 - MLS 5095827
info@century21highview.com

603-542-7766 or 603-477-6131

42 Summer Street
Claremont, NH 03743

Celebrate the 4TH OF JULY by finding your 
dream home with us — where freedom, and 
the spirit of possibility come together in a 

place that you and your family will love to come home to.

81 GLORIOUS FEET OF LAKE FRONTAGE ON LAKE RESCUE

$3,200,0004,058 Sq Ft

4.5 Baths4 Bedrooms

O K E M O R E A L E S TAT E . C O M
info@davisandcompany.com | 802.228.8811

12 ARCHIBALD LANE

REGION – In today’s digi-
tal world, it’s easy to believe 
that buying or selling a 
home is as simple as scroll-
ing through listings online. 
While technology has made 
information more accessible 
than ever, there is one thing 
no website or algorithm can 
replace: local knowledge.
  A realtor who truly knows 

the community brings value 
far beyond opening doors 
and completing paperwork. 
They understand the neigh-
borhoods, schools, local 
regulations, market trends, 
and the unique qualities that 
make one property more 
desirable than another.

  In many communities, 
real estate values can vary 
dramatically from one 
street to the next. A local 
realtor knows why. They 
understand which roads 
are publicly maintained, 
where future development 
is planned, how seasonal 
traffic affects certain areas, 
and which neighborhoods 
appeal to different types of 
buyers. These are details 
that often don’t appear in 
online listings.
  For buyers, this knowl-

edge can help avoid costly 
mistakes. A local realtor can 
explain differences in tax-
es, zoning, utility services, 

flood zones, homeowner 
associations, and munici-
pal regulations. They can 
recommend trusted local 
inspectors, lenders, contrac-
tors, and service providers 
who have established repu-
tations within the commu-
nity.
  For sellers, local expertise 

is equally important. Proper 
pricing requires more than 
comparing square footage 
and the number of bed-
rooms. Experienced local 
realtors know which home 
features buyers in their mar-
ket value most, how season-
al trends influence demand, 
and how to position a prop-

erty to attract qualified buy-
ers. They understand what 
marketing strategies work 
best for the local audience 
while also reaching buyers 
outside the area.
  Perhaps most important-

ly, local realtors are invested 
in the communities they 
serve. They support local 
businesses, volunteer with 
civic organizations, sponsor 
youth sports, participate in 
charitable events, and often 
serve on community boards. 
Their success is directly tied 
to the health and vitality of 
the neighborhoods where 
they live and work.
  This commitment creates 

relationships that extend 
well beyond the closing 
table. Many local realtors 
become lifelong resources 
for homeowners, providing 
recommendations, mar-
ket updates, and guidance 
whenever questions arise.
  While national real es-

tate websites offer valuable 
tools, they cannot replace 
firsthand experience and 
personal relationships. Real 
estate remains a local busi-
ness, and every community 
has its own character, op-
portunities, and challenges.
  Whether buying your 

first home, selling a fam-
ily property, or investing in 

real estate, working with a 
knowledgeable local realtor 
provides insight that simply 
can’t be downloaded. Lo-
cal expertise helps clients 
make informed decisions 
with confidence – turning a 
real estate transaction into a 
successful long-term invest-
ment.
  After all, houses are ev-

erywhere. Understanding 
the community they’re in is 
what truly makes the differ-
ence.

  Written by Suzanne Gar-
vey, broker/owner, Mary 
W. Davis Realtor & Associ-
ates.

Local knowledge still matters when choosing a realtor

S. LONDONDERRY, 
Vt. – The Melendy property 
restoration project contin-
ues to make steady progress 
thanks to the generosity of 
community members, vol-
unteers, and local business-
es. To date, $33,000 has been 
raised toward the project’s 
overall goal of $95,000.
  For many years, the for-

mer Melendy property has 
stood at a prominent loca-
tion in the center of South 
Londonderry. As the build-
ing continued to deterio-
rate, church and community 
leaders saw an opportunity 
not only to remove a ne-
glected structure, but also to 
transform the site into an at-
tractive and useful commu-

nity asset. The restoration 
project will help improve 
the appearance of the vil-
lage center, create additional 
public parking, and provide 
a welcoming green space 
that can be enjoyed by resi-
dents and visitors alike.
  The project focuses on 

the removal of the former 
Melendy house and the res-
toration of the property at 
53 Middletown Road. Once 
completed, the site will pro-
vide additional parking for 
use by the Town of Lon-
donderry and visitors to the 
town hall. Plans also include 
expanding the lawn and 
landscaping surrounding 
the church and Middletown 
Road, as well as creating a 
display for the church bell 
that was salvaged after the 
church fire in 2010.

  Several important mile-
stones have already been 
completed: the purchase of 
the property for $12,500; 
back taxes, corrective deeds, 
closing costs, zoning, a 
mylar survey, and legal ex-
penses, costing a total of 
$9,281.93; and the removal 
of porches, a woodshed, and 
cinder-block structure, at a 
cost of $6,570.75.
  In addition to financial 

contributions, the project 
has benefited from signifi-
cant donated labor and ser-
vices. Volunteers and com-
munity partners have helped 
by cutting and removing 
trees, removing more than 
100 tires from the property, 
handling hazardous waste 
removal, and providing 
trucking services for debris 
and waste disposal.

  Financial contribu-
tions are still needed to 
help reach the project’s 
$95,000 goal. Dona-
tions may be made 
online through the 
project’s GoFundMe 
page at www.gofund-
me.com/f/safe-and-
welcoming-space, or 
mailed to First Baptist 
Church – Property 
Project, P.O. Box 278, 
South Londonderry, 
VT 05155.
  Businesses and individu-

als willing to donate equip-
ment, trucking, landscaping 
services, or other assistance 
are encouraged to contact 
Pete Cobb at 802-275-2166 
to be added to the volunteer 
and donor list.

  Thank you to everyone 
who has contributed time, 
resources, and financial sup-
port. Together, we are creat-
ing a safer, more welcoming 
space that will benefit both 
the church and the wider 
Londonderry community 
for years to come.

Melendy property restoration project update

LUDLOW, Vt. – The Lud-
low Rotary Club (LRC) 
received a Global Grant 
to fund the Okemo Valley 
Swiftwater Rescue Team 
(OVSRT) in the amount 
of $62,922. The grant will 
fund training and equip-
ment to outfit 15 emergency 
personnel in techniques 
for making rushing-water 
and other technical rescues 
while remaining safe them-
selves. Safety for our local 
emergency personnel was a 
key factor in receiving the 
Global Grant from Rotary 
International (RI).
  The grant is part of the 

emergency response recov-
ery program of Rotary In-
ternational. It was funded 
by a collaboration of Rotary 
clubs from Ludlow and the 
surrounding area; individ-
ual rotarians in southern 
Vermont and Swellendam, 

South Africa; a club in 
Moinabad, Telangana, In-
dia; the Rotary District of 
Southern Vermont and New 
Hampshire; and the Rotary 
International World Fund.
  After the devastating 

flood in 2023, the Ludlow 
Rotary Club received nu-
merous generous donations 
for flood recovery. As a club, 
it decided to keep $15,000 of 
those donations for a proj-
ect that would benefit all 
four communities served by 
the club. When the techni-
cal rescue team was selected 
to receive the funds, it was 
suggested that those funds 
could be enhanced by the 
new RI emergency response 
grants, if international part-
ners could be found. The 
club has spent the past year 
and a half securing the nec-
essary partners and putting 
the funding together with 
Ben Whalen, vice president 
of the Technical Rescue 
Squad.
  The Okemo Valley Swift-

water Rescue Team is com-
posed of emergency per-
sonnel from Cavendish, 
Ludlow, Mount Holly, and 
Plymouth. Whalen indi-
cated the equipment and 
training will help protect 
the emergency personnel of 
all four communities, many 
of whom are volunteers, in 
addition to the public, who 
face danger in the face of in-
creasing severe weather and 
related hazards. Many of 
those trained recently said 
it was the best training they 
had ever had.
  The LRC meets most 

Tuesdays for lunch in Lud-
low. The LRC is small and is 
always looking to welcome 
new members. If you would 
like to attend a meeting and 
learn how you may “serve 
humanity” while enjoying 
the fun and fellowship of 
others, please contact Kevin 
Barnes at 802-558-0479 or 
any rotarian.

Rotary receives 
grant for Okemo 
Valley Swiftwater 
Rescue Team

The deteriorating house on the 
Melendy property in South Lon-
donderry.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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obituariesBELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
James D. Carr was born on Feb. 
1, 1926, in West Halifax, Vt., the 
son of Donald and Lu (Brown) 
Carr. He attended schools in 
West Halifax and Putney. At age 
14, he dropped out of school 
and went to work on a farm in 
Putney for room and board, for 
50 cents a week. He moved to 
Bellows Falls with his family at 
age 15, and worked at Hubbard, 
Parker, and Small, grading eggs. 
At age 17, he began working as a 
truck driver for Saint Johnsbury 
Trucking, and worked there un-
til he was drafted into the Army 
at age 18.

  He proudly served in direct 
combat in Germany and France 
during World War II, from 1944 
to 1946, including fighting in 
the Battle of the Bulge. He re-
counted that when he returned 
home in 1946, he received $20 
per week from the State of Ver-
mont for one year.

  He married Gloria (Tolaro) 
Carr on Oct. 14, 1950, in North 
Walpole, N.H. They lived their 
entire married lives in Bellows 
Falls and celebrated their 75th 
anniversary in October 2025.

  Jim was employed as a dis-
patcher for Gay’s Express, 
Saint Johnsbury Trucking, and 
Quinn Freight Lines. His last 
21 years of employment were 
spent as a maintenance engi-
neer for Rockingham Memorial 
Hospital.

  In 1970, he earned his GED, 
celebrating the achievement 
with his daughter, who gradu-
ated from high school that year. 
He was a member of the Bel-
lows Falls Fire Department for 
38 years, retiring in 1988 at the 
rank of deputy chief.

  Jim was a seventh-generation 
Vermonter with a wry sense 
of humor and wit and a strong 
work ethic. He was well known 
for his handyman, woodwork-
ing, and chair-caning skills, and 
his chairs are owned by many 
people throughout Vermont. 
He could fix anything and was a 
tremendous help to his daugh-
ter over the years in the reno-
vation and upkeep of her old 

house in Huntington.
  One of the ultimate highlights 

of his later years was traveling 
to the World War II Memorial 
alongside his loving son. This 
unforgettable trip honored his 
legacy of sacrifice and created 
an enduring bond of gratitude 
that will never be forgotten.

  He was a loving and devot-
ed father to his son, Jim, and 
daughter, Jeanine, and grand-
father to his granddaughter, 
Emilie. He was predeceased by 
his father, his mother, and his 
brothers, Rupert and Loren. He 
is survived by his loving wife, 
Gloria; his daughter, Jeanine; 
his son, James (Alice); his 
granddaughter, Emilie (Seth); 
his great-grandchildren Teddy, 
Audrey, and Beckam; and his 
nieces and nephews. We will 
miss him more than words can 
express, but are eternally grate-
ful that he was part of our lives. 
The family thanks the Veterans 
Administration and many won-
derful caregivers, who provided 
tender, loving care to him so 
that he could spend his final 
days at home.

  Donations in his memory to 
Bayada Hospice, 1222 Putney 
Road, Suite 107, Brattleboro, 
VT, 05301 will be appreciated.

  A graveside service will take 
place on July 18, at 11 a.m., at 
Oak Hill Cemetery in Bellows 
Falls, Vt.

  Arrangements have been en-
trusted to the care of the Fenton 
and Hennessey Funeral Home, 
55 Westminster Street, Bellows 
Falls, Vt.

James Carr, 1926-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – Benito J. 
Natale, 95, passed peacefully 
at the Gill Odd Fellows Home 
in Ludlow, Vt., on June 7, 2026. 
He was born on April 8, 1931, 
in Glens Falls, N.Y., the first 
son of Antonetta (Corsini) and 
Angelo Natale. He attended 
St. Mary’s Catholic School and 
graduated from Hudson Falls 
High School.

  Ben worked at the A&P Su-
permarket after his father died, 
in order to support his mother 
and two younger siblings, un-
til he married Jane Eckler in 
1955. He was accepted into 
the General Electric apprentice 
machining program, and the 
couple moved to Schenectady, 
N.Y., in 1956. He moved into 
GE management, eventually 
working in the safety office. 
He accompanied his boss to 
General Dynamics in Quincy, 
Mass., in 1979, moving the 
family to Pembroke, Mass. Ben 
worked in the Quincy plant and 
eventually in Groton, Conn., 
for Electric Boat. Throughout 
the years, Ben took courses and 
earned his degree in safety en-
gineering.

  Ben and Jane leave behind 
four children: Denise, a chiro-
practor in Vermont; Peter, an 
electrical tech in New York, his 
wife, Gail, and children, Dana 
(Mike) and Jason (Danielle); 
Tom, a retired forester in New 
Hampshire, his wife, Barb, and 
daughter, Kelcie; and Mark, 
chief estimator for a steel com-
pany, and his daughters, Ashley 
(James) and Gabi (John); his 
four great-grandchildren, Aria, 
Benjamin, Austin, and Gavin; 
many nieces and nephews; and 
his cousin, Sister Mary Louise, 
99, at Greymore Convent in 
New York. Ben is predeceased 
by his wife, his parents, and his 
siblings Rachel, Jimmy, Angelo, 
and Emilio.

  Ben and Jane had a great 
and loving life together rais-
ing their children. They were 
amazing dancers, participat-
ing in national square-dancing 

conventions several times a 
year, plus three or four nights 
a week at their local clubs. 
Ben was a master beekeeper 
and a member of Plymouth 
County Beekeepers Asso-
ciation (PCBA) in Plymouth, 
Mass., and Windham County 
Beekeepers (WCB) in Wind-
ham, Vt. He was an amazing 
artist, using his skills to create 
wood turnings, and to build 
furniture and wooden toys. He 
loved to take trees down, and 
sometimes had them cut into 
slabs to build something, or cut 
out a burl from which to turn 
a bowl. He kept the Pembroke 
trails clear and helped anyone 
who asked him for help repair-
ing something, building some-
thing, or learning something. 
Ben mentored many people – 
from square dancers to new 
beekeepers – over the years, 
including his children. He was 
proud to have made many 
wooden improvements for St. 
Thecla’s Church.

  In lieu of flowers, please 
consider donating to the Plym-
outh County Beekeepers, www.
plymouthcountybeekeepers.
org, or the Windham County 
Beekeepers, www.windham-
countybeekeepers.com.

  There will be a celebration of 
life at Davis Memorial Chapel 
in Springfield, Vt., on July 11, 
and in Massachusetts, on July 
25. Please contact the family 
for details, as they are not com-
pleted at this writing.

Benito Natale, 1931-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CHARLESTOWN. N.H. – 
On Jan. 15, 2026, Margaret 
Rose Palmer “Peggy” Gallagher 
passed away after a long illness, 
surrounded by her daugh-
ters. Born on Dec. 5, 1950, 
to Isabel (Thomas Ross) and 
Walter Palmer, she was raised 
in Charlestown, N.H. She was 
a cheerleader at Fall Moun-
tain Regional High School and 
went on to the University of 
New Hampshire in Durham, 
N.H., where she received her 
bachelor’s degree. After gradu-
ation, she worked as a social 
worker until she had her two 
daughters, Shannon and Erin.

  Peggy was active in the 
community, in her children’s 
schools, and at church. She 
was a parishioner of St. Cath-
erine’s Catholic Church and 
was instrumental in the Foster 
Grandparents Organization. 
While her children were in 
school, she worked as an aide at 
many local elementary schools. 
She loved her family, cooking, 
listening to music (singing 
along to it off key), animals 
of all kinds, fashion, sewing, 
movies, popular culture, and 
whatever her daughters’ inter-
ests were.

  She is preceded in death by 
her parents, and survived by 
her daughters, Shannon and 

Erin Gallagher; sister, Cath-
erine (Palmer) Armstrong; 
two grandsons, Rex Walter and 
Timothy Oscar McQueen; one 
nephew; and seven nieces.

  A memorial service will be 
held for Peggy on Friday, July 
10, at 9:30 a.m., at the Charles-
town Memorial Chapel in 
Charlestown, N.H. A Mass 
will follow at St. Catherine’s 
Catholic Church, at 11 a.m., 
with a graveside service im-
mediately following. In lieu of 
flowers, the family has asked 
for contributions to be made 
in her name to your favorite 
mental health, children’s, or 
animal charity, or the PTA at 
her grandson’s school, Grady 
A. Brown Elementary in Hills-
borough, N.C.

Margaret Gallagher, 1950-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – A 
brilliant, kind, and gentle soul 
has gone on to his eternal life.

  Born in Dusseldorf, Germa-
ny, on June 18, 1935, Hans Josef 
Roth passed away two days be-
fore his 91st birthday, on June 
16, 2026.

  Hans had a tumultuous 
childhood living in pre- and 
post-war Germany. His father 
passed away due to a train acci-
dent when he was only 3 weeks 
old, leaving his mother, Maria, 
to raise him and his two older 
sisters. He suffered from polio 
prior to the development of the 
vaccine. During the upheaval of 
war, Hans was separated from 
his mother twice, during which 
time he had no knowledge 
of her whereabouts. The first 
time, she was missing for three 
weeks. But for the kindness of 
a high-ranking Soviet officer, 
whom Maria had covertly fed 
during his captivity, she would 
have been sent to Siberia. They 
were reunited and began an ar-
duous 230-mile trek to the U.S. 
occupation zone. This became 
a life-defining moment for 
Hans, and he often recalled the 
days of walking, climbing trees 
by day to hide from capture, 
and the dangerous river cross-
ings. Maria was again separated 
from Hans for nearly two years, 
when she went back to search 
for Hans’ sister Helga. She and 
Helga were captured by Soviets 
and sent to a prison camp.

  In 1953, he emigrated to 
the United States at 18 years 
old and was soon after drafted 
into the U.S. Army to serve in 
Korea. Despite not yet being a 
citizen, Hans served proudly 
during the closing months of 
the Korean War and received 
his honorable discharge.

  Having trained as an appren-
tice machinist in Germany, he 
took a job as a tradesman. He 
worked diligently, receiving 
his GED, a Bachelor of Science 
and master’s from Long Island 
University, and a master’s in 
business from the University 
of Pittsburgh. He ultimately 
rose to be the vice president 
the Metco Division of Perkin-
Elmer, a Fortune 500 company.

  Hans married Marianne 
Suppa in 1957, and they had 
a daughter, Jody Cheryl. He 
later married the love of his life, 
Rosemarri. He became the fa-
ther of her two children, Heidi 
and Stacey. Together, Hans and 
Rosemarri travelled the world 
for business and pleasure, vis-
iting 62 countries and 47 U.S. 
states, exploring Ankor Wat in 
Cambodia, swimming under 
the waterfalls at Iguazu Falls 
in Brazil, and even dancing 
with Imelda Marcos, wife of 
the then-president of the Phil-
ippines. He had a rich and full 
life.

  In 1984, he and Rosemarri 
chose to relocate to Vermont, 
as Hans was an accomplished 
skier. He spent many hours on 

the slopes with his daughter 
Stacey, enjoying the pastoral 
setting and the opportunity to 
commune with nature.

  Hans is survived by his be-
loved Rosemarri; his daughters 
Stacey, Heidi, and Jody; his ad-
opted son, Tony; as well as his 
nine grandchildren, Michael, 
Kyle, James, Paula, Jonathon, 
Katheryn, Amelia, Alex, and 
Andrew. He was grandfather-
in-law to Amanda Piccione, 
who blessed him with his first 
great-grandchild, Atlas Wolf-
gang. He was also a surrogate 
father to Heidi and Danny 
Martinez, Robert and Mable 
Pappalardo, and Lisa Ngo. He is 
also survived by his niece, Al-
ice Routheut; and his nephews, 
Perry Oswald, Roy Seaman, 
and Perry Seaman. He will 
be deeply missed by lifelong 
friends Edelgard Schmittz and 
Helen Burkhart.

  He was predeceased by his 
parents, Mattias August and 
Maria Roth; his sisters, Mathil-
da Seaman and Helga Oswald; 
as well as his dear friend Rosa-
rio Sal Ventimiglia, who passed 
away in December.

  The family extends its heart-
felt gratitude to Jeanne Audet, 
for her months of devoted care 
to Hans. She became a part of 
the family. Sara Lawrence gave 
care and support, and shared 
wonderful memories of Hans’ 
close friendship with Ralph 
Lawrence. Bayada Hospice pro-
vided constant medical services 
and support all these many 
months. Sincere thanks to Kyle 
Wegner, Melissa Trainor, Emily 
Lynds, Dan Jones, and many 
others.

  There will be a celebration of 
life at the Rockingham Meeting 
House, 11 Meeting House Road 
in Rockingham Vt., on Aug. 8, 
at 11 a.m.

  In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider a donation in his memory 
to either Rockingham Meeting 
House, ATTN: Walter Wallace, 
P.O. Box 370, Bellows Falls, VT 
05101; or Bayada Foundation, 
1222 Putney Road, Brattleboro, 
VT 05301.

  “They can exist side by side, 
grief and love, and they do ev-
ery day.”

  Arrangements have been en-
trusted to the care of the Fenton 
and Hennessey Funeral Home, 
55 Westminster Street, Bellows 
Falls, Vt.

Hans Roth, 1935-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Ju-
dith Nancy Torney, 89, passed 
away peacefully on June 21, 
2026. Born on March 17, 1937, 
in Elkader, Iowa, she was the 
daughter of Carl and Sophia 
Reineke. Throughout her life, 
Judy was known for her kind-
ness, quiet strength, and deep 
love for her family.

  Judy graduated from Deco-
rah High School in 1955, and 
earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in business education 
from Luther College in 1959. 
She worked for Honeywell 
in Minneapolis, Minn., be-
fore marrying James Torney 
on Oct. 5, 1963, in Decorah, 
Iowa. Together, they shared 
more than 60 years of mar-
riage, and, in 1970, moved to 
Springfield, Vt., where they 
raised their children, Peter 
and Susan. Judy later worked 
for the Springfield School Dis-
trict from 1975 until her re-
tirement in 1999.

  Family was always at the 
center of Judy’s life. She en-
joyed cooking and was hap-
piest when everyone was 
gathered around the table. She 
had a lifelong love of classical 
music and was a devoted Bos-
ton Red Sox fan; if a game was 
on, she could often be found 
listening on the radio. She en-
joyed life’s simple pleasures, 
like a walk or a crossword 
puzzle with Jim, and especially 
treasured time spent with her 
children and grandchildren.

  Judy is survived by her 
daughter, Susan (Dave) Hillis; 

her son, Peter (Carrie) Torney; 
her granddaughter, Monica 
(Kyle) Lizotte; her grandson, 
Matthew (Shawna) Baird-
Torney; and her four great-
grandchildren, Easton Baird-
Torney, Hazel Baird-Torney, 
Avery Lizotte, and Harrison 
Lizotte. She is also survived 
by her niece, Lynda (Richard) 
White, and her nephew, Rich-
ard Shepherd.

  She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Carl and So-
phia Reineke; her beloved 
husband, Jim, in 2025; and her 
sisters, Bernice Reineke and 
Maxine Shepherd.

  Judy will be remembered 
for her kind heart, her quiet 
strength, and her unwavering 
love for her family. She found 
joy in life’s everyday moments, 
and had a special way of mak-
ing people feel welcome and 
cared for. Her love, wisdom, 
and gentle spirit will be deeply 
missed and lovingly remem-
bered by all who knew her.

Judith Torney, 1937-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. –
Merleen Ann Wilder, 75, of 
South Londonderry, passed 
away peacefully at home on 
Friday, June 19, 2026. Mer-
leen, or “Mert,” as she was lov-
ingly known, was born Feb. 
11, 1951, at Grace Cottage 
Hospital in Townshend, to 
the late Lawrence and Helen 
(Bendig) Wilder. She attended 
Londonderry-area schools 
and was a 1969 graduate of 
Leland and Gray Seminary in 
Townshend. Over the years she 
worked at the Peabody House, 
Adams Market, Derry Town 
Market, and the Londonderry 
Inn, before venturing into the 
world of self-employment as 
a house cleaner. Her children 
and grandchildren brought 
her the greatest joy, and she 
was always excited to share 
stories about her grandchil-
dren with her friends. She was 
also an avid animal lover, be-
ing a caregiver to several pets 
over the years.

  Merleen was loved by all 
who knew her and became 
friends with everyone she met. 
Her warm and friendly spirit 

and positive outlook on life, 
even while battling cancer, res-
onated with every person who 
had the privilege of meeting 
her. The world was most cer-
tainly a brighter place with her 
presence, and her loss will be 
felt by all who loved her.

  Merleen was predeceased 
by her parents; her brothers, 
Robert and David; and her 
best friend and companion of 
45 years, Wendell Johnson. She 
is survived by her daughters, 
Tracy Danforth (William), 
of Canaan, N.H., and Dawn 
Massey (Glenn), of Andover, 
Vt.; her son, Matthew Wilder, 
of Brattleboro, Vt.; her six be-
loved grandchildren, Isaiah 
and Ethan Danforth, Owen 
and Brodie Massey, and Lucas 
and Emma Peeters; and several 
cousins, nieces, and nephews. 

  Memorial contributions can 
be made to the Londonderry 
Volunteer Rescue Squad or 
Neighborhood Connections. 
Davis Memorial Chapel in 
Springfield will be handling 
the arrangements. Per Mer-
leen’s wishes, there will be no 
services.

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your 
piece of Vermont 

to fit your Dreams!
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TOWN OF LONDONDERRY

The Town of Londonderry, Vermont is accepting applications 
for part-time (5 hours per week) Transfer Station Attendant 
to work on Sundays. Backhoe experience preferred.

Applicants are asked to submit a required Employment 
Application, which can be found in the Employment section 
of the Town web site: https://www.londonderryvt.gov/
employment.

Submit via email to townadmin@londonderryvt.gov or mail 
to: Town of Londonderry, 100 Old School Street, South 
Londonderry, VT 05155.

Position opened until filled. The Town of Londonderry is an 
equal opportunity employer.

TOWN OF LONDONDERRY VERMONT 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
The Londonderry Development Review Board will meet at 
100 Old School St at 5:30 PM on Wednesday July 15, 2026, 
to hold a public hearing for:
 
An application from Polly Henshaw for a side setback 
variance for an addition at 289 Barker Rd
 
An application from Taylor and Lana Prouty for a new 
storage building and a retail use at 49 Hell’s Peak Rd.
 
Those interested in seeing the applications, submitting 
written comments, or attending the hearings remotely 
should contact the town’s Zoning Administrator at 
zoningadmin@londonderryvt.gov 
 
Pursuant to24 V.S.A. Sections 4464(a)(1)(c) and 4471(a), 
participation in the local proceedings is a prerequisite to 
take any subsequent appeal.

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
JULY 3 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
First Baptist Church of 
Bellows Falls will not hold 
a First Friday Fundraiser 
in July. The next First 
Friday Fundraiser will be a 
barbecue held on Friday, 
Aug. 7.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
The All-Country Band will 
play at the Charlestown 
Senior Center’s summer 
concert series on Friday, 
July 3, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
This concert is sponsored by 
VFW Post 8497. The senior 
center is located at 5 Acer 
Heights. Please bring a 
lawn chair, your friends and 
family, and a few dollars 
for refreshments and/or the 
50-50 raffle.

JULY 4 – 
LUDLOW, Vt. – America’s 
250th birthday celebration 
in Ludlow, Vt., will be held 
on Saturday, July 4. Join 
us for a day of patriotic, 
fun community spirit. The 
schedule is as follows: 9 
a.m., Liberty Tree dedication 
at the Community Center 
(lawn of the former Black 
River High School building); 
at 10 a.m., a parade 
through downtown, starting 
at Benson’s Chevrolet and 
ending at Veterans Park; 11 

a.m. – 2:30 p.m., festivities 
at Veterans Park, including 
a barbecue, music, singing, 
and 1776-era dancing. 
Meet George and Martha 
Washington, Benjamin 
Franklin, and others; 
6-9:30 p.m., festivities at 
the Okemo Resort base 
area, including food, live 
music, and fireworks. 
There is still time to be in 
our 1776-themed parade. 
To be in the parade, 
contact cochairs Kim 
Lampert at 802-228-4000 
or kimberlylampert@
bensonschevy.com, or Penny 
Wu at 802-228-2860 or 
pwu@ludlow.vt.us.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Stars & Stripes 
7.4K and 4K run and 
walk will take place at 
the Toonerville Trail, at 
8:30 a.m. This event 
is a fundraiser for the 
Springfield High School 
cross-country program. 
Advance registration 
is discounted at www.
runlikeardy.com/races/
starsstripes. You may also 
register the day of the run.

JULY 11 AND 12 – 
WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 
Garden enthusiasts and 
nature lovers are invited 
to explore some of 
Westminster’s most beautiful 
gardens during the 2026 
Westminster Garden Tour, 

taking place Saturday, 
July 11, and Sunday, July 
12, from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
This year’s tour will feature 
the gardens of Gordon 
and Mary Hayward, 
the Westminster Center 
School, Hawksong East, 
and Signal Pine Gardens. 
Guests will also enjoy a 
sapling demonstration by 
Mark Ragonese and a 
performance of Flea Circus 
by Sandglass Theater, all 
included with admission. 
Tickets can be purchased at 
go.evvnt.com/3682961-
0?pid=10935. Children 
ages 16 and under are 
admitted free. Tickets are 
valid for both days of the 
tour, rain or shine. This is 
a wonderful event that also 
supports the mission of 
Westminster Cares.

JULY 11 –
JAMAICA, Vt. – TommyFest 
will be held on Saturday, 
July 11, at 2 p.m., on Pikes 
Falls Road in Jamaica, Vt. 
TommyFest is a nonprofit 
organization devoted to 
providing free musical 
instruments to anyone 
ready to start, continue, 
or improve their musical 
journey. Learn more at 
www.tommyfest.fun.

JULY 13 – 
LUDLOW, Vt. – As part 
of the Fletcher Memorial 
Library’s 125th anniversary, 
the Friends of Fletcher 
Memorial Library are 
developing a 2027 
calendar which will feature 
photos of Ludlow and be 
sold in the fall of 2026. 
All proceeds will be used 
to support the library. We 
are looking for photos that 
showcase some aspects 
of Ludlow: our beautiful 
mountains, lakes, flowers, 
wildlife, and quaint village. 
Stop by the library at 88 
Main Street in Ludlow for 
more information and an 
entry form. The deadline to 
submit photos is July 13.

RECURRING 
EVENTS
SUNDAYS –
PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – The 
Perkinsville Community 
Church, 35 Church Street 
in Perkinsville, Vt., will be 
hosting live music every 
first Sunday, from 4-5:30 
p.m. This is a free event, 
but donations will be 
accepted each month to 
go towards local charities. 
Please keep an eye out 
for upcoming shows, 
they will be posted each 
month on our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.
com/PerkinsvilleChurch. 

Any questions, or to be 
added to our mailing list, 
please send an email to 
churchperkinsville@gmail.
com.

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – The 
Plymouth Historical Society, 
at the former Plymouth 
Elementary School, will 
be open every Sunday 
afternoon, from 2-4 p.m. 
Watch for the “open” flag.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Catamount Composite 
Squadron of the Civil Air 
Patrol meets Sundays, from 
3:30-5:30 p.m., at Hartness 
Airport in Springfield. 
The Civil Air Patrol is the 
auxiliary unit of the U.S. 
Air Force tasked with the 
mission of supporting 
America’s communities 
with emergency response, 
diverse aviation and ground 
services, youth development, 
and promotion of air, space, 
and cyber power. Cadets 
as young as 12 and senior 
members of any age make 
up this diverse group of 
volunteers.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Meet on 
Depot Street in downtown 
Ludlow every Sunday 
through Oct. 11, from 9 
a.m. – 1 p.m., to shop at 
our vibrant farmers market. 
Find a variety of local 
produce each week, along 
with fresh baked goods, 
handmade crafts and gifts, 
cold beverages, live music, 
and more. We can’t wait 
to see you for fresh food, 
community, and fun.

MONDAYS –
WESTON, Vt. – Bingo is 
Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
at the Weston Rod & Gun 
Club, 982 Route 100, 
1.5 miles north of Weston 
Village. All are welcome.

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Mondays at 6:15 p.m., 
join Mikayla for a yoga 
class. Email mikayla@
mikaylasmantra.net 
to register. Visit www.
dgbodyworks.com for more 
information. Private classes 
are available.

LUDLOW, Vt. – The Fletcher 
Memorial Library, 88 
Main Street, hosts a writers 
group on the first and third 
Monday of every month, 
from 5-6:30 p.m. Are 
you interested in sharing 
your work and receiving 
feedback from other 
writers? Join us. Bring three 
pages to share. Hosted by 
Catherine Martin. For more 
information, call 802-228-
8921.

TUESDAYS –
CLAREMONT, N.H. – 
Cribbage is played at the 
Claremont Senior Center, 5 
Acer Heights, on Tuesdays, 
at 1 p.m. For more 
information, call 603-543-
5998.

CLAREMONT, N.H. – 
Men’s pool games are 
played every Tuesday 
and Thursday, from 9 
a.m. – 12 p.m., at the 
Claremont Senior Center, 
5 Acer Heights. All men 
are welcome. For more 
information, call 603-543-
5998.

WEDNESDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Knitting Together, every 
Wednesday, 1-3 p.m., at 
Village Square Booksellers, 
knitting hats and mittens for 
our school kids. We provide 
yarn, some direction, 
and an enjoyable visit. 
Acrylic yarn donations 
are always welcome. For 
more information, contact 
Caroline at 802-463-4653.

CLAREMONT, N.H. – The 
Claremont Senior Center, 
5 Acer Heights, holds 
bingo every Wednesday 
afternoon. You must be at 
least 55 years old, and 
purchase your cards by 
12:45 p.m. Games begin 
at 1 p.m. Concessions are 
available until the game 
begins. We average around 
30-40 seniors who love 
to attend, visit with their 
friends, and try to win a 
little extra money. 

THURSDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Genealogy enthusiast 
Wayne Blanchard will be 
at the Rockingham Library 
on Thursdays, from 10:30 
a.m. – 12 p.m. If you own 
a laptop, please bring it 
along. Both beginners and 
seasoned genealogists are 
welcome. 

GRAFTON, Vt. – A free 
playgroup for children from 
newborns to age 5 will be 
held at Grafton Elementary 
School on Thursday 
mornings, from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. Activities will include 
songs, games, and arts and 
crafts. Contact Heather with 
any questions at 802-843-
4792.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Certified 
instructor Helena Wu will 
teach tai chi classes every 
Thursday, from 9-10 a.m., 
at the Black River Valley 
Senior Center, 10 High 
Street in Ludlow. Classes are 
free, and are limited to 10 
participants. Registration 
is required. For more 
information, contact the 
Senior Center at 802-228-
7421, or Helena Wu at 
802-289-7369.

LUDLOW, Vt. – The Black 
River Memory Cafe is held 
on the second Thursday of 
each month, at the United 
Church of Ludlow, 48 
Pleasant Street, from 11 
a.m. – 1 p.m. The memory 
cafe is free to attend, snacks 
included, and offers a safe 
and comfortable space 

where caregivers and 
their loved ones living with 
dementia or Alzheimer’s can 
socialize, listen to music, 
play games, and enjoy 
other appropriate activities. 
This is a program of Black 
River Good Neighbor 
Services. For more 
information, contact Vicki at 
802-376-3388, or Krey at 
802-228-3663.

FRIDAYS –
W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
The Townshend Farmers 
Market, located at the West 
Townshend Country Store, 
6573 Vermont Route 30, is 
held on Fridays, from 4:30-
6:30 p.m., with a great 
group of vendors, both 
returning and new, ready 
to share their wares. Pizza 
and tacos will be available 
starting at 5 p.m.

CLAREMONT, N.H. – If you 
are interested in playing 
or learning the game of 
mahjong, please come 
to the Claremont Senior 
Center, 5 Acer Heights, on 
Fridays, at 1p.m. For more 
information, call 603-543-
5998.

CLAREMONT, N.H. – Come 
show off your masterpieces 
at the Claremont Senior 
Center Knitters Group, on 
Fridays, from 1-3 p.m., at 
5 Acer Heights. For more 
information, call 603-543-
5998.

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – Shoot 
trap every Friday, at 5:30 
p.m., at Precision Valley Fish 
and Game Outdoor Range, 
located at 2879 Route 106 
in Perkinsville. 

SATURDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield VFW Post 771, 
191 River Street, will host 
burger nights on the first 
and third Saturdays of 
every month, from 5-7 p.m., 
downstairs in the canteen. 
These events are open to the 
public.

WESTMORELAND, N.H. –
Books & More Thrift 
Shoppe, 9 South Village 
Common behind the brick 
church, is open every 
Saturday (except May 30), 
from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m., 
featuring a selection of 
adult, young adult, and 
children’s books; games, 
puzzles, household items, 
office supplies, pet items, 
crafts, fabric, yarns, sewing 
and knitting items, small 
appliances, gardening tools, 
and more; as well as a book 
nook and children’s area.

DAILY –
REGION – If you want to 
drink that’s your business, 
but if you want to stop, that’s 
ours. Contact Alcoholics 
Anonymous at www.aavt.
org or call your local hotline 
at 802-802-2288 and join 
a meeting. 
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Art Crafts Gifts
CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM
Discover your creative side - Workshops, studio hours, youth 
camps, and private events for everyone!

Ludlow, VT    802-228-8770    www.CreateTogetherVT.org
(12/9/26 - 52)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  VT    802-885-7111   galleryvault.org
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5
Open Wall - On the Wild Side until July 15.

A Watery World in Wood Carvings by Tom Franklin 
Carvings of whales, narwhals, dolphins, puffins, and loons.

Coming Soon: Deborah Holmes (July 1), Russell Porter (July 23)
(07/15/26 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
A & J’S TREE SERVICE
No job too big or too small. Also offering general contracting. 
Free Estimates & Fully Insured. “Dangerous Trees are our Spe-
cialty.” 802-376-7000. 
(07/22/26 - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
Navy Seabee Veteran owned. We pride ourselves on cus-
tomer service, and getting the job done right the first time. We 
are looking to book up our season. Decks, custom tile shower, 
siding, doors, windows, drywall, foundation repair, you name 
we do it. Check us out on Instagram @nedthehammer. Ned 
Mortensen, cell 802-376-3275, edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.
(03/17/27 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(08/12/26 - 13)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026 + 2027! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(08/26/26 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including veneer, 
walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 37 years ex-
perience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or stoneart49@gmail.
com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(08/19/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(10/07/26 - 26)

Organic Lawn & Land Care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN
We’re Different- Our organic lawn and garden care brings 
peace of mind for the family, friends and critters using your 
yard. Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet, 
so you can relax while we do the hard work.

Fence Installations - Expert, best-quality fence installations 
with references available. Call Today!

Driveway Repairs & Drainage Work- Does your driveway need 
some TLC? Call Green Bee!

We’re fully insured, reliable and priced right. Reach Out Today 
to secure your spot in our 2026 schedule! Phone, text or email: 
802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com 
(09/16/26 - 26)

TOWN AND VILLAGE OF LUDLOW, VERMONT
Planning & Zoning Department 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Zoning Clerk

Part-Time | 20 Hours Per Week

About the Position
The Town and Village of Ludlow is seeking a motivated and 
detail-oriented individual to join our Planning & Zoning 
Department as a part-time Zoning Clerk. This is an excellent 
opportunity for someone interested in local government, land use 
planning, or municipal administration.
The Zoning Clerk will provide essential administrative and 
clerical support to the Planning & Zoning Director and the 
Development Review Board (DRB), helping to ensure the efficient 
processing of permits, applications, and public meeting materials.
This is a part-time position at 20 hours per week. Schedule is 
flexible within normal business hours and will be determined in 
coordination with the Director.
Key Responsibilities
• Receive, log, and file zoning and land use permit applications; 
maintain accurate permit tracking records.
• Assist with records management, including organizing and 
maintaining physical and digital files.
• Conduct basic research and records lookup in support of permit 
review and compliance inquiries
• Assist in preparing agendas, packets, and meeting materials 
for the Development Review Board (DRB) and Planning 
Commission.
• Answer and direct incoming phone calls; respond to general 
inquiries from applicants, property owners, and the public.
• Greet walk-in visitors and provide initial assistance or referrals.
• Assist with data entry, correspondence, and general office tasks 
as directed.
• Support posting of public hearing notices and other required 
notifications.
• Assist the Director with special projects and other duties as 
assigned.
Minimum Qualifications
• High school diploma or equivalent required; associate’s degree 
or coursework in public administration, planning, or a related 
field preferred.
• Prior administrative, clerical, or office experience required; 
municipal government experience a plus.
• Strong organizational skills and attention to detail.
• Proficiency with Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Outlook) and 
general office equipment.
• Excellent communication skills, both verbal and written.
• Ability to interact professionally and courteously with the public, 
applicants, and staff.
• Ability to maintain confidentiality and work independently with 
minimal supervision.
Compensation & Benefits
• $20-$25/hour commensurate with experience
• Able to earn accrued part-time sick leave based on the State of 
Vermont’s percentage for each hour worked in every pay period.
• 13 paid holidays per year
Additional Information 
For additional information about this position contact Ms. Erin 
Ladd, Director of Planning & Zoning at: 802-228-4870, or email 
Erin eladd@ludlow.vt.us
How to Apply
Interested applicants should submit the following to the Town and 
Village of Ludlow, Planning & Zoning Department:
• A cover letter describing your interest in the position and 
relevant experience
• A current resume
Submit in person, by mail, or email* to:
Town and Village of Ludlow, ATTN: Town Manager Penny Wu
PO Box 359, 37 Depot Street, Ludlow, VT 05149
• pwu@ludlow.vt.us

Application Deadline: Open until filled. First review of 
applications will begin July 1st.
The Town and Village of Ludlow is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
2026 Regional Plan

 
The Mount Ascutney Regional Commission (MARC) will 
hold the second of two public hearings on Monday, July 
27, 2026, at 12:00 noon in the Windsor Town Offices  at 29 
Union Street in Windsor, VT on the draft 2026 Regional 
Plan, which is intended to address the requirements of Act 
181 and will replace the 2022 Regional Plan.  The intent of 
this plan update is to meet the new requirements in 24 V.S.A. 
§4348a as well as to meet the requirements of an “Enhanced 
Energy Plan” in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §4352. 
 
The MARC is authorized by the Vermont Municipal 
Planning and Development Act [24 V.S.A. §4348] to develop, 
adopt, and amend a regional plan. The draft 2026 Regional 
Plan includes proposed state designated areas (i.e., Centers 
and Neighborhoods) and proposed Tier 1B areas that, if 
approved by the Vermont Land Use Review Board, will 
provide Act 250 exemptions for certain housing projects.  
The draft 2026 Regional Plan is available for review under 
the “Publications” section on MARC’s website: https://www.
marcvt.org/2026-regional-plan.html.   For more information 
or to request a hard copy of the draft plan, please contact 
MARC staff at (802) 674-9201.

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
$$, Vintage Sports Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at 
antique centers in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

CLEAN OUTS + 
MORE
EZ-Dump Enterprises has a 
15-yard dump trailer available. 
We’re also here for heating 
equipment, appliance removal, 
home/storage unit clean outs, 
stump grinding, and refinishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfield, Vt. area. Call/text 
802-376-1168 or email ezdump.
bl@gmail.com. 

FOR RENT
WESTON, Vt. – Attractive one 
bedroom. Landgrove Road. Walk 
to center. $1,200 monthly plus 
security. References requested. 
Call Chris at 302-762-4626 and 
please leave a message. 

HELP WANTED
LUDLOW, Vt. – CAREGIVER – 
COMPANION, six hours per 
weekday during ski season for 
mildly handicapped wife. Kindly 
call or text 717-215-9703 or 
email rayhedger@hedgerand-
hedger.com. 

WANTED
CAVENDISH, Vt. – Horse literate 
person wanted to assist lady car-
riage driver several times a week 
in Cavendish. 802-226-7364. 

Dear Editor,

  On behalf of Black River 
Good Neighbor Services, an 
amazing weekend provided 
the backdrop for our 2026 
Gigantic Spring Rummage 
Sale at Fletcher Farm, which 
was an outstanding success. 
We are most grateful for the 
support from our commu-
nity.
  Starting weeks in ad-

vance, so many volunteers 
worked tirelessly setting up 
this fundraiser. Their dedi-
cation and commitment to 
our community truly sup-
ports the organization’s core 
values. Simply put, this sale, 
a huge undertaking, could 
not happen without de-
voted volunteer efforts; and 
we certainly do have that. 
Thank you very much, each 
and every one of you.
  Among the many dedicat-

ed volunteers who worked 
at this event, we must in-
clude the board of directors, 
who also work behind the 
scenes to keep things “look-

ing good” for shoppers. 
And, speaking of shoppers, 
we really want to thank ev-
eryone who attended and 
shopped the sale, making it 
so very successful.
  Please know that your 

dollars go directly to sup-
port our programs, which 
include a food shelf, cloth-
ing, and financial and di-
saster assistance to those in 
need, and which serve the 
towns of Ludlow, Mount 
Holly, Belmont, Cavendish, 
Proctorsville, and Plym-
outh.
  For more information 

about Black River Good 
Neighbor Services, please 
visit our website at www.
brgn.org, call us at 802-228-
3663, or visit us at 37B Main 
Street, Ludlow.

Sincerely,
Krey Kellington, Executive 

Director
Black River Good Neigh-

bor Services

It’s Independence Day in 
our beloved America today 
and the little children are 
waving American flags all 
through
This beautiful day and

The land of freedom 
bright and bold
A nation’s spirit strong and 

old and
With liberty’s flag a story 

told and
America forever beats in-

side our heart’s
And

For all the brave men and 
women
Who fought for this day 

our beloved
4th of July today and we’ll 

celebrate them
In a very special and lov-

ing way and

The bells of freedom loud-
ly ring and
A brand new chapter fresh 

and new

With liberty’s flag a story 
told and
America forever and al-

ways we love you
And our dreams have 

come true with
A land of hope and brave 

for me and you
And our land of freedom 

bright and bold and

We’ll stop and pray for our 
loved ones on this very spe-
cial Independence Day who 
have sadly passed away and 
there forever inside our 
hearts on this special Inde-
pendence Day and

So God bless all Ameri-
cans on this Independence 
Day as we celebrate our be-
loved 4th of July today and 
may every American have 
a beautiful and blessed and 
happy peaceful Indepen-
dence Day.

Written by David P. Car-
roll.

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE 
DAY AMERICA

LTE: BRGNS thanks 
rummage sale volunteers 
and supporters

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – 
As a part of the 250th an-
niversary celebration, Our 
Place Community Food 
Center will provide an op-
portunity to help those in 
need with a food and fund-
ing drive during Saxtons Riv-
er Fourth of July festivities. 
This is a joint effort between 
Our Place and the Saxtons 
River Little Free Pantry.
  “The number of people 

turning to Our Place for a 
meal or groceries is grow-
ing,” says Our Place Execu-
tive Director David Billings. 
“Making a financial gift is 
the most helpful thing you 

can do. We buy in bulk and 
at a discount, so the dol-
lar you spend on canned or 
packaged food goes further 
when combined with other 
funding.”
  Food and cash gifts may 

be brought to the Our Place 
van, which will be parked 
on Main Street beside the 
Saxtons River Community 
Free Pantry, on Saturday, 
July 4, from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Monthly or one-time gifts 
may also be made online at 
www.ourplacevermont.org, 
or by mailing a check to Our 
Place, P.O. Box 852, Bellows 
Falls, VT 05101. 

Our Place food drive
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         An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise.
         An Independently Owned 

JESSICA SAMPLES
Realtor®
jessicasamples@masiello.com

Cell:  802.376.2739
Office:  603.352.5433

69A Island Street, Suite 3
Keene, NH 03431

Celebrate America’s 250th

802-875-3535  |  248 Elm Street  |  Chester, VT 05143
GussiesPlace@vermontel.net  |  www.GussiesPlace.com  |  Facebook

Boarding Daycare

Gail Stewart

Maebelline’s
Breakfast 
& Lunch

802-591-4311

12 Clinton Street
Springfield, VT

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily
802-952-9570
In Chester, take Route 11 
East for 1/2 Mile. Take 
Right onto Green Mtn. 
Turnpike. We’re the first 
house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup
Member VMSMA

603-443-0134        16 Pleasant St, Claremont, NH

(802) 875-5555 
60 Main St, Chester, VT

(802) 228-8662 
224 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

(802) 387-2234
2536 US-5, Putney, VT

(802) 463-3895
809 Rockingham Rd, Bellows Falls, VT

“Growing Quality Since 1956”
Produce

Bakery-Deli
Garden Center

Mobil Gas

802-722-3395  -  Toll Free 877-722-3395
6023 US Route 5, Westminster, VT

www.allenbrothersfarms.com

ACWORTH, N.H. –
  The Town of Acworth will 

mark a historic milestone in 
America’s story with “Ac-
worth Celebrates,” a com-
munitywide celebration 
honoring the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States, to 
be held on Saturday, July 4, 
from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m., at the 
Acworth Town Common by 
the Acworth Town Hall.
  This family-friendly event 

will bring neighbors and 
visitors together for an after-
noon of patriotism, history, 
and community spirit. Fes-
tivities will include a potluck 
picnic, local vendors and 
crafts, live music, and read-
ings from America’s found-
ing documents, along with 
other activities celebrating 
the nation’s founding and 
Acworth’s role in that shared 
heritage.
  Community members 

are encouraged to partici-
pate in the potluck picnic 
and coordinate dishes in 
advance. Attendees can reg-
ister their potluck item and 
see what others are bringing 
at www.perfectpotluck.com/
AUPO0832.
  The celebration is spon-

sored by the Acworth Com-
munity Project, which is still 
seeking vendors and volun-
teers to help make this land-
mark event a success. For 
more information, or to in-
quire about volunteering or 
vendor participation, please 

contact Michael Aron at mi-
chaelaron66@yahoo.com or 
603-843-7887.
  Mark your calendars and 

plan to join friends and 
neighbors as Acworth cel-
ebrates 250 years of Ameri-
can independence with 
food, music, history, and 
community pride.

BROWNSVILLE, Vt. – 
  On July 4, 1776, the final 

version of the Declaration of 
Independence was formally 
approved by the Continen-
tal Congress. The document 
announced the separation 
of the 13 North American 
British colonies from Great 
Britain. July 4 became the 
national holiday known as 
Independence Day. During 
the early years of the re-
public, Independence Day 
was commemorated with 
parades, oratory, and toast-
ing in ceremonies that cel-
ebrated the existence of the 
new country.
  The first person to read 

the Declaration of Indepen-
dence in public was Col. 
John Nixon. Nixon read the 
Declaration on July 8, 1776, 
at noon, to an assemblage of 
citizens after its adoption. 
He was from Philadelphia 
and served under George 
Washington. More informa-
tion about the first public 
reading of the declaration 
can be found at www.civ-
icsforlife.org/first-public-

reading-of-the-declaration-
of-independence.
  On July 4, at about 1 p.m., 

on the steps of Story Memo-
rial Hall in West Windsor, 
resident poet Peter Money, 
in costume, will read for us 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, and Elisha Huebner 
will play “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” for us on his trum-
pet. 
  Start the day on July 4 

with the 1976 and 2026 
Brownsville time capsule 
event, followed by an abun-
dant community breakfast 
at Brownsville Community 
Church. Then, next door in 
the Tribute Park Pavilion, 
there will be lively, wear-off-
the-calories line dancing for 
all ages. From 10 a.m. – 3 
p.m., there will be the very 
special America 250 exhibit, 
crafty vendors will be sell-
ing their wares, important 
local groups will be shar-
ing important information, 
and a book sale will be tak-
ing place. Outside, there 
will be music and the sweet 
aromas of grilled goodies 
by the Moonlighters, finger 
lickin’ fried chicken by Rol-
lin’ Rooster, and luscious 
ice cream concoctions by 
Sunny Day Scoops. Grab 
a fruit smoothie prepared 
by the West Windsor Fast 
Squad volunteers to enjoy 
during the Grand Browns-
ville Independence Day 
Parade, where you’ll see, 
among many other entries, 
several colonial characters 
and floats commemorating 
America 250.
  Memories will be made on 

July 3, on Ascutney Moun-
tain, where folks will enjoy 
music, food, and the Grand 
America 250 fireworks.

CAVENDISH, Vt. – 
  Two-hundred-and-fifty 

years ago, many colonists 
learned about the Declara-
tion of Independence by 
hearing it read at their lo-
cal coffee houses. One of 
the earliest readings took 
place at the Merchant Cof-
fee House in Philadelphia. 

People of all socioeconomic 
statuses went to these estab-
lishments for their favorite 
beverage, food, and, most 
importantly, the news of the 
day. The seeds of revolution 
were planted in the coffee 
houses of the day.
  The Cavendish Historical 

Society (CHS), in conjunc-
tion with Super Roasted, 73 
Depot Street in Proctors-
ville, Vt., will be reenacting 
how many colonists first 
heard about the declaration. 
A special reading will take 
place on July 4, at 9 a.m., at 
Super Roasted – a great way 
to kick off the nation’s 250th 
birthday. 
  Continuing the 250th 

party, CHS, with the help of 
community members Becky 
Plunkard, Shirley Clark, and 
Cavendish Town Elemen-
tary School (CTES) sixth 
graders, have been placing 
painted rocks throughout 
the town. You’ll find them in 
the cemeteries, at the graves 
of Revolutionary soldiers, 
in town parks, and at vari-
ous historic locations. The 
search begins on July 3, and 
goes throughout the sum-
mer. Please take all the pic-
tures you want, but leave the 
rocks until the fall.
  All the rocks are painted 

red, white, and blue with 
the exception of three. 
Honoring both the flag of 
the Green Mountain Boys 
and Vermont’s first flag as 
an independent republic, 
it is now the official flag of 
the Vermont Army and Air 
National Guard. The flag is 
green, with a canton (the 
rectangular emblem in the 
upper left corner) of blue 
with 13 white stars. See if 
you can find all three.
  For more information, call 

802-226-7807 or email mar-
gocaulfield@icloud.com.

CLAREMONT, N.H. – 
  Independence Day cele-

brations in Claremont begin 
on Friday, July 3, from 1-5 
p.m., with a block party on 
Pleasant Street in downtown 
Claremont. The celebrations 

will include food vendors, 
pop-up shops, local arti-
sans, and live music. There 
will also be a touch-a-truck 
event, games and crafts for 
kids, and a scavenger hunt 
with a grand prize valued at 
$1,000, which will be award-
ed at city hall. 
  Festivities will continue at 

Monadnock Park, from 6-10 
p.m., with live entertain-
ment from Jester Jigs Band, 
games and crafts, a dunk 
tank, and local food trucks 
and vendors. The evening 
will conclude with Clare-
mont’s famous fireworks 
show, beginning at 9:30 p.m. 
  On Saturday morning, 

July 4, there will be fam-
ily fun on the visitor center 
green.
  In addition, winners of the 

Claremont Historical Soci-
ety’s “250 Years of America” 
art contest from Disnard 
and Maple Avenue elemen-
tary schools, Claremont 
Middle School, and Stevens 
High School will have their 
pieces displayed at the Cla-
remont History Museum, 26 
Mulberry Street.

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
  The Londonderry Arts 

and Historical Society is 
launching its Pop-up Art se-
ries on July 4, at the Custer 
Sharp House, on Middle-
town Road in Londonderry. 
Thanks to grants from The 
Thrifty Attic and The Com-
munity Fund of Londonder-
ry, our popular Pop-up Art, 
led by local artists, will be 

held at the Custer Sharp 
House every Saturday, from 
11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., from 
July 4 – Aug. 9.
  On Saturday, July 4, art 

teacher Casey Junker Bailey 
will open the series with her 
famously fantastic hats. Join 
Bailey before or after the 
parade to create wearable 
sculpture, suitable for cele-
brations of all kinds. Like all 
of our pop-up programs, the 
workshop is free, fun, and 
suitable for all ages. All ma-
terials are provided; there is 
no need to register. Just stop 
by with friends or family for 
some creative fun.
  On the following two 

Saturdays, July 11 and July 
18, local art teacher, profes-
sional artist, and muralist 
Kim Ray will lead a col-
laborative bluebird mural 
workshop, offering partici-
pants a unique opportunity 
to sketch, paint, and learn 
about the beauty and ecolo-
gy of eastern bluebirds. The 
event is completely free of 
charge, and all necessary art 
supplies will be provided.
  Located at the historic 

Custer Sharp House, 2461 
Middletown Road, the Lon-
donderry Arts and Histori-
cal Society is dedicated to 
preserving the rich heri-
tage of the Londonderry 
community while foster-
ing contemporary cultural 
experiences through art 
exhibitions, educational 
workshops, and community 
events. For more informa-
tion, visit www.lahsvt.org.

Rocks decorated in Cavendish for America’s 250th anniversary.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Daniel Richardson, CFP®
Financial Advisor
300 River Street  
Springfield, VT 05156  
802-885-4213

Let’s get to the moments that 
make life feel rich.

> edwardjones.comEFA-22555-A-E-AD-1

Member SIPC

Chester Road, Springfield, VT     802-885-2347
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802-722-4200
6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158

Open Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:00, Closed Weekends

AUTO REPAIRS
AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION

AMERICA
250

Ludlow Insurance Agency, Inc.
802-228-8823
150 Main St, Ludlow, VT

Happy Independence Day

Celebrate America’s 250th Anniversary!

603-542-9966
152 Charlestown Rd, Claremont, NH 03743

www.lundgrensubaruofclaremont.com

802.345.9241  |  Mzacarias.10@gmail.com
571 VT-103, Chester  |  Next to One Credit Union

Find us on Facebook and Instagram

802-875-3900
22 Avon Road

Chester, VT

Everyone is Beautiful
We Only Make it Obvious

CELEBRATE INDEPENDENCE DAY!

3636

Beautiful & 
Colorful Hanging 

Baskets 

Perennials

Annuals

Flower & Veggie 
Bedding A-Z

 Mulch & Fertilizer 

Farm Fresh 
Produce In Season

Open July 4!Open July 4!

Route 103N - Chester, VTRoute 103N - Chester, VT

WALPOLE WALPOLE 
VALLEY TIREVALLEY TIRE
Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon

Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

HAPPY

LUDLOW, Vt. – 
  On Saturday, July 4, Lud-

low will celebrate the 250th 
anniversary of the signing of 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence with a grand parade, a 
historic 1776-style celebra-
tion, and other events. 
  There will be a Liberty 

Tree dedication on the Black 
River High School lawn, at 9 
a.m. The nation’s first Lib-
erty Tree was a historic elm 
tree in Boston, Mass. When 
England imposed the Stamp 
Act, the colonists declared, 
“Taxation without repre-
sentation,” and the seeds 
of revolution were sown. 
That original elm served as 
a gathering place and a wit-
ness to the birth of a new 
nation.
  Soon, Liberty Trees spread 

throughout the colonies, be-
coming powerful symbols 
of resistance, community, 
and hope. Ludlow’s Liberty 
Tree is a white oak, planted 
in recognition of our na-
tion’s 250th anniversary and 
Ludlow’s 265th anniversary. 
It will stand for generations 
as a symbol of our town’s 
rich history and community 
spirit.
  At 10 a.m., our grand pa-

rade will commence, beg-
gining at Benson’s Chevrolet 
and going through down-
town Ludlow.
 Following the parade, 

head over to Veterans Park 
on Main Street for a Johnny 
Murphy barbecue, live mu-
sic, dancing, and family-
friendly festivities. George 
Washington and Thomas 
Jefferson will be there for a 
meet-and-greet.
  From 11 a.m. – 2 p.m., 

festivities will be held at Vet-
erans Park. Step back into 
1776 and recite the Declara-
tion of Independence with 

Thomas Jefferson. There 
will be music and patriotic 
songs, period dances, and 
birthday cake with George 
and Martha Washington.
  In the evening, from 

6-9:30 p.m., at the Okemo 
base area, there will be 
food vendors, live music by 
Rustie Bus, and fireworks 
launched from Okemo at 
dusk.
  To be in the parade, 

contact one of the event 
cochairs: Kim Lampert, 
802-228-4000 or kimber-
lylampert@bensonschevy.
com, or Penny Wu, 802-
228-2860 or pwu@ludlow.
vt.us.

PLYMOUTH NOTCH, 
Vt. – 
  Americans from across 

the country will gather 
in Plymouth Notch, Vt., 
from July 2-4, as the Calvin 
Coolidge Presidential Foun-
dation and the Vermont Di-
vision for Historic Preserva-
tion host a major national 
celebration of America’s 
250th anniversary at the 
birthplace and boyhood 
home of President Calvin 
Coolidge.
  The three-day celebra-

tion, “America 250 at the 
Notch,” will feature a civic 
ceremony, music, student 
debates, living-history per-
formances, and opportuni-
ties for public participation, 
all centered on the enduring 
principles of the Declara-
tion of Independence.
  “To spend the Fourth of 

July with Calvin Coolidge 
is especially meaningful,” 
said Matthew Denhart, 
president of the Coolidge 
Foundation. “A century 
ago, President Coolidge led 
America’s 150th anniversary 
celebration and delivered 

what many 
regard as 
the finest 
m o d e r n 
speech on 
the Dec-
laration of 
I n d e p e n -
dence, ‘The 

Inspiration of the Declara-
tion.’”
  Visitors are invited to 

explore the historic village 
where Coolidge was born, 
raised, and sworn in as pres-
ident in 1923. The events 
will also celebrate the birth-
day of Calvin Coolidge, the 
only president born on the 
Fourth of July.
  Highlights include the fol-

lowing:
  Coolidge Cup National 

Speech & Debate Tourna-
ment, July 2-4 – Nearly 
100 of the nation’s top high 
school students will gather 
in Plymouth Notch to com-
pete in the Coolidge Cup 
National Championship. 
Students will debate ques-
tions of constitutional gov-
ernment and deliver historic 
speeches. Members of the 
public are invited to serve 
as citizen judges or attend 
rounds as spectators.
  America 250 Orchestra 

Evening, July 3, at 6 p.m. – A 
26-piece orchestra conduct-
ed by John M. Masko will 
perform beloved American 
favorites, including marches 
by John Philip Sousa and 

Tchaikovsky’s “1812 Over-
ture,” complete with live 
cannon fire, courtesy of the 
Vermont Civil War Hem-
locks. Guests are invited to 
bring picnic dinners and 
gather at the historic site for 
this tented performance. 
  Naturalization ceremony, 

July 4, at 10 a.m. – Experi-
ence one of America’s most 
moving civic traditions. Join 
us as 50 individuals take the 
Oath of Allegiance and be-
come U.S. citizens in a pub-
lic ceremony presided over 
by Judge Mary Kay Lanthier. 
  Public reading of the Dec-

laration of Independence, 
July 4, at 11:30 a.m. – Ver-
mont’s 80th governor, James 
Douglas, will lead visitors 
in a community reading 
of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence on the Plymouth 
Notch Village Green.
  Ceremonial procession 

and wreath-laying, July 4, 
12 p.m. – Members of the 
Vermont National Guard 
and the Coolidge family 
will lead a procession to the 
Coolidge gravesite, where 
a wreath sent by the White 
House will honor America’s 
30th president. Direct de-
scendants of Calvin and 
Grace Coolidge will read 
selections from Coolidge’s 
landmark speech “The In-
spiration of the Declara-
tion.” 
  Additional information, 

schedules, and opportuni-

ties to participate are avail-
able at www.coolidgereview.
com/America-250.

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – 
  The Saxtons River Fourth 

of July Committee is excited 
to announce this year’s cel-
ebration, Saturday, July 4, on 
Main Street in the Village of 
Saxtons River, Vt. This year 
marks the 81st Fourth of July 
celebration in Saxtons River, 
and the 250th anniversary of 
the signing of the Declara-
tion of Independence. 
  Everyone loves a parade, 

and this year’s theme is 
“Once Upon a River.” Ev-
eryone is invited to enter, 
and the best parade entry 
will receive a $500 prize. 
The parade entry form may 
be found at www.srvtfourth.
org/parade.
  The day starts with the 

Firecracker 5K run, and a 
9-mile or 14-mile bike ride, 
called the “Tour des Vil-
lages,” with routes towards 
Grafton. To commemorate 
the 250th anniversary of its 
signing, Mike Peller, head of 
school for Vermont Acad-
emy, and a special guest 
will read the Declara-
tion of Independence 
from the band stand, 
starting at 12 p.m.
 At 11 a.m., Ameri-

can Legion Post 37 
will open the parade 
with this year’s Grand 
Marshals Denny 

McArdle and Berta Mar-
tin, followed by decorated 
bikes, vintage cars, a fife-
and-drum corps, emergency 
vehicles, floats, and so much 
more. After the parade, there 
are activities for all ages, 
including the firefighter’s 
water polo contest, cotton 
candy, a dunk booth, a hula 
hoop contest, an egg toss 
competition, a bounce house 
and other kids’ games, great 
food, and live, local musi-
cians up on the bandstand. 
The celebration ends with 
pickup softball and pickle-
ball games at the Saxtons 
River Recreation Area.
  Local artist Whitney Bar-

rett created this year’s collec-
tors T-shirt design, and, new 
for this year, a collectable 
pin. The designs capture 
the magic that happens in 
our beloved village and the 
theme “Once Upon a River.” 
T-shirts will be available at 
the street fair on July 4, while 
supplies last. The price helps 
cover expenses associated 
with this daylong event. 
  A full schedule of the day’s 

events can be found at www.
srvtfourth.org/schedule.

Celebrate the 4th of July and the 250th anniversary in your community.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH

Veteran Owned & OperatedVeteran Owned & Operated

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will 

be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. 
Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 

Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 81081XEL

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
81081XEL    separately $323.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

SAVE 60%

Thanks for reading The Vermont Journal, Shopper, and Message!

Open
JULY 4JULY 410:00 AM–4:00 PM10:00 AM–4:00 PM

Sale EndsSale Ends
JULY 12JULY 12

OpenOpenOpenOpen

44THTH OF JULY BLOWOUT! OF JULY BLOWOUT!
LARGEST IN-STOCK SELECTION

LOWEST PRICESLOWEST PRICES

GUARANTEED!GUARANTEED!

12 
MONTH 

INTEREST-FREE 
FINANCING

FREE
60-DAY

LAYAWAY

North Walpole, NH • Mon-Sat 8:30-5•Sun 12-4 • 603-445-5321 • DELIVERY & REMOVAL OF OLD AVAILABLE!

Family Owned and Operated for 106 YearsFamily Owned and Operated for 106 Years

DOUBLE-SIDED BEDDING  DOUBLE-SIDED BEDDING 
BY GOLD BONDBY GOLD BOND

CHILLCHILL
YOUR CHOICEYOUR CHOICE

FIRM OR FIRM OR 
PLUSHPLUSH

TWINTWIN
FULLFULL
QUEEN QUEEN 
KINGKING

$$689689
$$849849
$$899899
$$11291129

FEDERAL HILLFEDERAL HILL
YOUR CHOICEYOUR CHOICE

FIRM OR PLUSHFIRM OR PLUSH

TWINTWIN
FULLFULL
QUEENQUEEN

$$289289
$$379379

$$449449

PEARLPEARL
YOUR CHOICEYOUR CHOICE

FIRM OR FIRM OR 
PLUSHPLUSH

TWINTWIN
FULLFULL
QUEENQUEEN

$$329329
$$429429
$$499499

MOONLIGHTMOONLIGHT
YOUR CHOICE:X-FIRM, YOUR CHOICE:X-FIRM, 
FIRM, CUSHION FIRM, FIRM, CUSHION FIRM, 
PLUSH OR LUX PLUSHPLUSH OR LUX PLUSH

TWINTWIN
FULLFULL
QUEEN QUEEN 
KINGKING

$$439439
$$579579
$$659659
$$879879

ASTERIAASTERIA
COIL ON COILCOIL ON COIL

YOUR CHOICE:X-SOFT, YOUR CHOICE:X-SOFT, 
MED, OR X-FIRMMED, OR X-FIRM

TWINTWIN
FULLFULL
QUEEN QUEEN 
KINGKING

$$599599
$$799799
$$899899

$$10991099

10% OFF ALL IN-STOCK!10% OFF ALL IN-STOCK!RECLINERSRECLINERS

SHERMANSHERMAN

REG   $579.99
NOW  $522.00

JASPERJASPER

REG    $679.99
NOW  $612.00

PINNICLEPINNICLE

REG    $829.99
NOW  $747.00

COVINACOVINA

$$549549WALL HUGGER
OR ROCKER

CONENCONEN

$$649649WALL HUGGER
OR ROCKER

Made the OldMade the Old
Fashioned Way!Fashioned Way!

Chatham
630 Pocketed Coils

Firm or Plush Top

10 YEAR WARRANTY

TWIN $449
FULL $599
QUEEN $649
KING $849

TWIN $1039
FULL $1249
QUEEN $1549
KING $1869

Private Reserve
1950 Pocketed Coils

 Firm Top

15 YEAR WARRANTY

TWIN $569
FULL $749
QUEEN $829
KING $1037

Kensington 3.0
800 Pocketed Coils
 Firm, Plush, Pillow Top

10 YEAR WARRANTY

Buckingham
1057 Pocketed Coils
Firm, Plush or Pillow Top

15 YEAR WARRANTY

TWIN $799
FULL $979
QUEEN $1149
KING $1459

YOU YOU 
CAN CAN 

FLIP IT!FLIP IT!

SOFA                   SOFA                   $$499499
LOVESEAT          LOVESEAT          $$469469

WILLOWBEND

SOFA                   SOFA                   $$499499
LOVESEAT          LOVESEAT          $$469469

OLTEN

SOFA                   SOFA                   $$899899
LOVESEAT          LOVESEAT          $$859859

LEATHERLEATHER

BOLSENA

ZAYNAHZAYNAH

$$799799WALL HUGGER
OR ROCKER

LEATHER

DARBYDARBY

$$699699STARTING AT

WING CHAIR

ISADOREISADORE

$$749749STARTING AT

QUEEN ANNE

POWER LIFT POWER LIFT 
RECLINERSRECLINERS

FUTONSFUTONS TABLE SETS
OVEROVER 75  75 IN STOCK

CRESTMEADECRESTMEADE
$$749749

ASPEN
$$1,2991,299

ASPENASPEN

BY GOLD BONDBY GOLD BOND BYBY
ALBANYALBANY

$$629629STARTING AT

NATURALNATURAL

CLORAZICLORAZI

OVAL TABLE WITH
BUTTERFLY LEAF & 4 CHAIRS

TABLE + 4 CHAIRS
& BENCH

CHARLESTOWNCHARLESTOWN

$$769769STARTING AT

WHITEWHITE

WILDENAUERWILDENAUER

$$999999$$999999

TABLE + 4 CHAIRSTABLE + 4 CHAIRS

WING CHAIR

LORETTELORETTE

$$649649STARTING AT

SWIVEL GLIDER

RECLINING SOFA OR
CONSOLE LOVESEAT          

FROHN

$799 RECLINING SOFA OR
CONSOLE LOVESEAT          

MACKMENVILLE

$799 RECLINING SOFA OR
CONSOLE LOVESEAT          

ORLEN

$829

BROOKSBROOKS

REG    $1,299.99
NOW  $1,170.00

MORRISONMORRISON

REG    $1,399.99
NOW  $1,260.00

JAYJAY

REG    $1,499.99
NOW  $1,349.00
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