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The Vermont Journal 

LUDLOW, Vt. – When 
the flood of 2023 devastat-
ed much of the region and 
Town of Ludlow, we built 
back our communities from 
the ground up and went 
above and beyond to help 
one another in such diffi-
cult times. In the aftermath, 
two local families received 
Community Resilience and 
Disaster Mitigation Grant 
Program (CRDMP) grants, 
which were administered 
by Vermont Emergency 
Management, in order to 
floodproof and elevate their 
homes.
  Cherry Nicoll, Ludlow 

grants coordinator and as-
sistant municipal clerk, ex-
plained that the CRDMP is 
“a State of Vermont initiative 
established to help munici-
palities and residential prop-
erty owners fund disaster 
mitigation, climate adapta-
tion, and structure eleva-
tion projects.” The Town of 
Ludlow served as the grant 
recipient and administrator 
for the project. Town staff 
assisted the homeowners 
throughout the applica-
tion process, coordinated 
required documentation 
and project information, 
managed grant compliance 
requirements, processed 
payments, and submitted 
reimbursement requests to 
the state.
  The Couch and West fam-

ilies shared their stories, say-
ing that they were fortunate 
and grateful to receive these 
CRDMP grants. 

The Couches
  On July 7, 2025, former 

Ludlow Town Manager 

Brendan McNamara pre-
sented the Ludlow Select-
board with a request to 
approve, via the Vermont 
Emergency Management El-
evation Project, a disburse-
ment of funds to Kathe and 
Alan Couch. The Couches 
are the property owners of 
21 Meadow Street in Ludlow, 
a homestead devastated by 
the 2023 Vermont flood, and 
one they had first purchased 
in December 2001.
  The board’s approval 

meant the family could fi-
nally move forward with 
basically their only option, 
financially and practically 
speaking, to elevate their 
home above the flood plain.
  The Couches attended 

that meeting, where Alan 
addressed the board and 
stated that, as part of the 
State Community Resil-
ience program, they were 
able to hire a structural en-
gineer, who determined the 
house was sound enough to 
be elevated. It was decided 
that the best course of ac-
tion would be to “cave in” 
the existing foundation and 
basement and rebuild a new 
foundation and crawlspace. 
Utilizing steel beams placed 
under the house to lift it up, 
this plan elevated the house 
4 to 5 feet.
  In the July 2023 flood, 

the waters rose to 10 inches 
in Alan and Kathe’s living 
room and completely filled 
their basement, taking out 
the furnace and the heater. 
Using insurance money for 
repairs, they tore sheetrock 
off walls and replaced insu-
lation, doing much of the 
reconstruction themselves 
and taking particular care to 
leave historical details intact.
  Immediately after the 

flood, unable to return home, 
Alan and Kathe stayed with 
friends on High Street for 
the next four months.
  The process was not quick, 

and initially, as progress 
stalled again and again, they 
heard reports that, “there 
wasn’t enough money and 
[the program] had too many 
[applicants].”
  Although the back and 

forth with the state was at 
times frustrating, both Kathe 
and Alan are grateful to Mc-
Namara and the town, and 
relayed that the “outpouring 
from folks was always in-
credible.”
  “Brendan was great,” they 

concurred. 
  Kathe recalled, “Michelle 

[Suker] from The Eatery was 
taking donations and giv-
ing away food and deliver-
ing sandwiches to displaced 
people. People from out of 
state, second-home owners, 
would show up [to help] us 
clean.”
  Additionally, Kathe said, 

“Kelly Stettner [founder 
of the Black River Action 
Team] organized volunteers 
who came and asked, ‘What 
do you need?’ Then they 
would organize different 
people to deal with whatever 
situation was [most urgent].”
  Alan remembered, “There 

was a father/daughter duo 
who helped…[and] high 
school kids from New Jer-
sey.” The Ludlow Fire De-
partment received a sizable 
donation from an anony-
mous donor to assist victims 
of the flood.
  “Alan and I kept remind-

ing each other, if someone 
offers help, accept it,” Kathe 
remarked.
  Ultimately, after every-

thing, Alan and Kathe are 

relieved to be back in their 
home and are looking for-
ward to when the ordeal feels 
like a distant memory.
  A landscaper friend of 

theirs has helped them re-
store their torn-up yard, and 
the normal routine of life is 
finally returning.
  Sounding reluctantly 

hopeful, Alan offered, “Next 
year at this time we should 
be back to normal.”

The Wests
  Vince and Cindy West, of 

Red Bridge Road, stood in 
38 inches of water on July 
10, 2023, and were quickly 
displaced from their home 
of 15 years. Sadly, this wasn’t 
the first flood Vince had en-
countered; he had to clean 
up his family home after the 
flood of 1973 and after hur-
ricane Irene.
  Vince’s parents purchased 

the home brand new in 1968, 
and the house was deeded to 
him in 1977. The Wests al-
ways used the property as a 
vacation home, and later de-
cided to permanently make 
the move. 
  After the flood of 2023, the 

Wests relocated from motel, 
to condo, to a semiperma-
nent housing arrangement 
while they dealt with the 
aftermath of the devastat-
ing floods. Though they 
had flood insurance on their 
property, the payout for the 
damages would barely touch 
the costs to raise and recon-
struct their home. Vince re-
called immediately reaching 
out to the town and the state, 
looking for answers and so-
lutions. 
  After many phone calls 

and working with Nicoll, the 
Wests were able to secure a 
significant CRDMP grant. 
Vince related, “That is the 

only way we were able to af-
ford getting back in [to our 
home].” 
  Vince had researched 

Bean Group manufactured 
homes, and exhausted 
many options. However, the 
CRDMP grant mandated 
elevation and floodproofing 
of the existing structure, and 
would not cover the cost of 
a new home. While it is still 
currently under construc-
tion, Vince said his house has 
been raised 8 feet, and has all 
new siding and windows, 
and a new roof. “It’s basically 
a brand-new house.”
  Vince emphasized the 

deep gratitude he and his 
wife have for the town and 
municipal staff. McNamara 
“was amazing.” Rosemary 
Goings, former Ludlow zon-
ing administrator, Jarrod 
Jowdy, and the entire team 
in the planning and zoning 
department “were all great.” 
Angela Kissell from the Lud-
low Fire Department was 
“phenomenal at making sure 
everything was done right.” 
Nicoll was immensely help-
ful in obtaining the grant. 
  “The community support 

to get us back in was mon-
umental to say the least,” 
Vince continued. Black Riv-
er Good Neighbor Services 
helped the Wests afford two 
months’ rent with money 
that was donated to their 
organization for the pur-
pose of flood relief. Those 
funds also helped the Wests 
purchase all new appliances. 
There were local fundraising 
events, and an anonymous 
donor presented a contribu-
tion through the Ludlow Fire 
Department. Two apartment 
and condo owners charged 
the Wests reduced rent, and 
local restaurant owners of-

fered free meals. The library 
lent their scanner. Cross 
Construction and their con-
tractors were amazing, com-
municative, and “so easy to 
work with” during the entire 
construction process of re-
building. “And [there were] 
many more super people” 
who stepped up and contin-
ued to “go the extra mile,” 
Vince stated. 
  Cindy relayed her biggest 

takeaway from the whole ex-
perience has been “the out-
pouring of support from the 
community…from people 
we don’t even know.” 
  “Ludlow is our home, it’s 

where we want to be,” Cindy 
stated, “because of the com-
munity, because of the peo-
ple that live here…it blows 
my mind and warms my 
heart.” 
  Cross Construction esti-

mated that Vince and Cindy 
will be able to move back 
into their home by mid-June, 
possibly on Vince’s birthday, 
and just in time for summer 
on Lake Pauline. 

CRDMP grants elevate two local family homes

BY JOE MILLIKEN
The Vermont Journal

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
There is an old saying from 
back in the day, and it was 
called doing business “the 
old Yankee way,” meaning 
that you respect everyone, 
respect their property and 
opinions, and show cour-
tesy, concern, and compas-
sion for your neighbors and 
community.
  These words, which can 

actually be found right on 
their website, remain the 
foundation of Cota & Cota 
Inc., a local business based in 

Bellows Falls and with other 
convenient offices in Brattle-
boro, Jamaica, Springfield, 
Ludlow, Manchester, and 
White River Junction. It has 
been a pillar in the commu-
nity since 1941.
  Ken and Helen Cota had 

previously owned a 24-hour 
gas station in Bellows Falls 
before purchasing a kero-
sene fuel business after Ken 
went on a service call with 
the previous owner. Being 
a strong, take-charge kind 
of lady, Helen insisted her 
name also appear on the 
business name, and Cota & 
Cota was born.

  In the early ‘60s Hugh 
Cota purchased the busi-
ness from his parents after 
Ken had a serious back in-
jury and could no longer 
physically operate the busi-
ness. During the early years 
under Hugh, along with his 
three sons, the business grew 
exponentially after Hugh 
had purchased his brother’s 
plumbing service in 1979 
and merged that business 
with his burner service, al-
lowing Cota & Cota to now 
offer plumbing, septic, and 
bathroom work as well as 
fuel service.
  The expansions would 

continue over the decades, 
with new offices opening in 
Ludlow in 1982, Springfield 
in 1990, White River Junc-
tion in 2004, Brattleboro in 
2009, and Jamaica in 2012. 
In 1995, Hugh Cota offi-
cially turned the business 
over to his sons, Casey and 
Sean, and in 2011, Casey 
purchased the business from 
his brother. In 2016, Casey 
and Sean’s sister, Kelly Cota 
Tully, rejoined the family 
business.
  Three generations of the 

Cota family have dedicated 
their lives to not only serv-
ing, but understanding 

their communities around 
them, which is one of the 
big reasons for not only their 
longevity, but their reputa-
tion as well. Additionally, 
Cota ownership has always 
strongly believed in treating 
both their customers and 
employees like family.
  In celebration of 85 years 

in business, Cota & Cota 
is offering three 850-gal-
lon fuel giveaways, with the 
drawings set for early July. 
The deadline to enter the 
free fuel contest is June 26, 
and you can enter by visit-
ing the Cota & Cota website, 
www.cotaoil.com.

Cota & Cota celebrates 85 years of local service

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
Chester Selectboard met for 
the second time in May on 
Wednesday, May 20, for a 
brief one-hour meeting.
  Town Manager Julie 

Hance informed the board 
that the replacement of sew-
er lines on Depot Street and 
First Avenue would begin in 
June, with replacement of a 
gravity line on Depot Street 
to begin on June 1. Replace-
ment of the pump station 
on Flamstead Road is set 
to begin on June 8. During 
the discussion, it was noted 
that a segment of sewer pipe 
along First Avenue is made 
of asbestos concrete, which 
is far more costly to remove 
than other kinds of pipe due 
to the mitigation efforts re-

quired to ensure the asbestos 
does not become airborne. 
While the state has man-
dated removal of all asbestos 
pipes used for drinking wa-
ter, the pipes on First Avenue 
contain only wastewater. For 
these reasons, the decision 
was made to leave these 
pipes in place and instead 
line the interior of the pipes 
with a material intended to 
keep the water out of direct 
contact with the concrete, 
thereby extending the pipes’ 
lifespan, preventing decay, 
and lowering the overall cost 
of the project.
  Hance also addressed 

some recent invective direct-
ed towards town office and 
highway department per-
sonnel regarding the paving 

of Depot Street and North 
Street, asking commu-
nity members to “extend 
a little grace, to not yell at 
my highway guys when 
they are walking by on 
the sidewalk, and to not 
criticize and attack the 
front office staff.” Hance 
explained that paving 
can only be done under 
certain weather condi-
tions – essentially on hot, 
dry days – and asked that 
all further conversations 
about paving be directed 
to her.
  During a review of the 

town’s quarter 1 finances, 
Hance also told the board 
that, after completing the 

Hance asks Chester residents 
for patience with paving

CHESTER, Vt. – Excite-
ment is building as Ches-
ter gears up for the 79th 
annual alumni parade, 
stepping off on June 6, at 
11 a.m. This year’s parade 
brings a cinematic twist, 
with floats inspired by 
movie themes spanning 
from the 1970s to today, 
offering a fun blend of 
nostalgia, adventure, and 
creativity for all ages.
  This year’s parade is 

dedicated to longtime 
alumni association mem-
ber Laurie Jackson, hon-
oring her years of com-
mitment, spirit, and love 
for the Chester communi-
ty. Adding to the meaning 
of this tribute, her father, 
Frank Balch, will serve 

as parade marshal. Balch 
spent many years as a valued 
member of the alumni asso-
ciation and is fondly known 
throughout town for his 
dedication as a Chester bus 
driver. His leadership in this 
year’s parade reflects both 
family legacy and deep com-
munity roots.
  Festivities begin the night 

before, at the American Le-
gion, where alumni and 
residents gather to kick off 
Alumni Weekend. This pre-
parade event sets the tone 
for a weekend filled with ca-
maraderie and celebration.
  On parade day, members 

of the alumni association 
will be collecting donations

79th annual Chester 
Alumni Parade

See CHESTER on Page 2 See PARADE on Page 2
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  The parade will feature fire 
trucks, police vehicles, the 
elementary band, and floats 
decorated to reflect memo-
rable cinematic eras and sto-
rytelling styles from across 
the decades. Spectators can 
also look forward to a few 
special surprises that prom-
ise to entertain and delight.
  After the parade, the cel-

ebration continues with a 
barbecue at the American 
Legion, offering alumni 
and community members 
a chance to come together, 
share stories, and enjoy a 
great meal.
  Mark your calendars for 

June 6, at 11 a.m., and join 
the fun as Chester celebrates 
community, tradition, and 
decades of movie-inspired 
creativity at the 79th annual 
Chester Alumni Parade.

help fund senior scholar-
ships, encouraging attend-
ees to contribute to the next 
generation of Chester gradu-
ates.to support the parade and 

PARADE
From Page 1

2025 audit and the restated 
2024 audit, RHR Smith, 
the town’s auditing firm, 
has confirmed that Ches-
ter is not in a deficit, with 
a positive fund balance of 

$19,000. While Hance em-
phasized that the fact the 
town is not in a deficit is 
good news, she added, “We 
don’t have much of a fund 
balance, so we need to be 
careful and we need to start 
thinking and planning for 
that.”
  The board also adopted a 

new cemetery fee schedule, 
which can be found at www.
chestervt.gov/ordinances-
and-regulations.html, un-
der “Fee Schedule.”
  The Chester Selectboard 

meets on the first and 
third Wednesdays of every 
month, at 6:30 p.m., at the 
Chester Town Hall.

CHESTER
From Page 1

Black River Academy Museum 
opening day

LUDLOW, Vt. – The Black River Academy Museum, 14 High Street in Ludlow, Vt., 
will hold its opening day on Saturday, June 6, from 12-4 p.m. Light refreshments will 
be served.

ANDOVER, Vt. – The 
Andover Scholarship Com-
mittee is pleased to award 
scholarships to three gradu-
ating high school seniors 
in 2026. Each of these im-
pressive students has dem-
onstrated both a love of 
and service to the Andover 
community in addition to 
being on track to gradu-
ate from Green Mountain 
Union High School in June.
  Ian Bernier grew up in 

Andover with a love of the 
outdoors and wildlife. He 
will attend the University 
of Vermont’s wildlife and 
fisheries program in the fall, 
with the goal of a career as a 
game warden.
  Adelaide Brown plans 

to combine her interests in 
skin health and makeup art-
istry by becoming an esthe-
tician. To pursue that goal, 
she will attend the Institute 
of Skin Science in Stratham, 

N.H.
  Violet Haight grew up in 

Andover and comes from a 
family with a long history 
in the town. In addition to 
Green Mountain, she also 
attended the River Valley 
Technical Center in Spring-
field. She will continue her 
education at the Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in 
Troy, N.Y., with the goal of 
becoming a mechanical en-
gineer.
  The Andover Scholar-

ship Committee has been 
offering scholarships since 
the mid-1990s to outstand-
ing Andover high school 
seniors who are continu-
ing their education in col-
leges, universities, and trade 
schools. The committee 
raises money for scholar-
ships primarily through a 
fundraising letter. To date, 
this community support has 
helped 74 of our young high 

school graduates take the 
next step in their educa-
tion.
  The Andover Scholar-

ship Fund is funded en-
tirely by local contribu-
tions. It is a recognized 
public charity under 
501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. If you 
wish to donate to the 
scholarship fund, please 
send your contribution to 
the Andover Scholarship 
Committee, 953 Weston-
Andover Road, Andover, 
VT 05143 or visit www.
givebutter.com/Ando-
verScholarship26.
  The scholarship com-

mittee, whose members 
are Charlene Huyler, 
Maddy Bodin, and Car-
men Macchia, wishes the 
three scholarship recipi-
ents, and all of Andover’s 
high school graduates, 
success.

Three students awarded 
Andover Scholarships

N. SPRINGFIELD, 
Vt. – The Spring-
field Area Parent Child 
Center (SAPCC) is in-
viting businesses, or-
ganizations, and com-
munity members to 
become sponsors of the 
2026 SAPCC Duck Run, 
taking place on Saturday, 
June 27, from 4-7 p.m.
  The Duck Run is 

SAPCC’s largest annual 
fundraiser and a beloved 
community event that 
brings families together 
for an afternoon of fun, 
connection, and enter-
tainment. Admission to 
the event is completely 
free, thanks to the gen-
erosity of sponsors and 

supporters.
  Funds raised through 

sponsorships help provide 
free food, family activities, 
live entertainment, com-
munity resources, and 
other attractions while en-
suring that financial barri-
ers do not prevent families 
from participating.
  Sponsoring the Duck 

Run is more than support-
ing a community event. 
It’s an investment in lo-
cal children, families, and 
the overall wellbeing of 
our community. Every 
sponsorship helps cre-
ate an inclusive, welcom-
ing experience for every-
one. Contributions of any 
amount are welcomed and 

appreciated. Local busi-
nesses, organizations, and 
individuals are encouraged 
to participate and help 
make this annual tradition 
possible.
  Community members 

interested in becoming a 
sponsor can donate online 
at www.sapcc-vt.org/call-
for-duck-run-sponsors. Al-
ternatively, checks may be 
sent to SAPCC, 80 Jack and 
Jill Lane, North Springfield, 
VT 05150.
  For additional informa-

tion about sponsorship 
opportunities, contact the 
Springfield Area Parent 
Child Center at 802-886-
5242 or sapcc@sapcc-vt.
org.

SAPCC seeks sponsors 
for annual Duck Run 
fundraiser

LUDLOW, Vt. – Oke-
mo Valley TV is seek-
ing nominations for its 
board of directors. The 
nonprofit organization 
is celebrating its 25th 
year of providing locally 
based media services 
to the Black River val-
ley and Okemo region. 
This includes the long-
running community 
access TV station and 
soon WLUD, the new 
community radio sta-
tion, which will begin 
broadcasting at 93.3 FM 
in March 2027.
  There are three seats 

up for election, which 
will be held during 
the Annual Meeting 

on Tuesday, June 30. The 
deadline for getting a can-
didate’s name on the ballot 
is June 19, to accommodate 
early voting. The electronic 
ballot will be made avail-
able on Okemo Valley TV’s 
website, www.okemovalley.
tv, one week prior to the 
Annual Meeting.
  Any resident of Ando-

ver, Ludlow, Mount Holly, 
Plymouth, Reading, or 
Cavendish who is at least 
18 years of age is eligible to 
serve on the board. Those 
interested in becoming 
a candidate or nominat-
ing someone they know 
should email Patrick Cody 
at pcody@okemovalley.tv, 
or call the station at 802-

228-8808. Anyone meeting 
those criteria and with an 
interest in helping lead the 
organization into its next 
chapter is encouraged to 
run.
  The Annual Meeting on 

June 30 will begin with an 
open house at 5:30 p.m., 
during which time at-
tendees will be given the 
opportunity to tour the 
recently-renovated facil-
ity, which has undergone 
numerous upgrades. The 
event is open to the public, 
but RSVPs are requested. 
More information about 
the event and the board of 
directors election is avail-
able at www.okemovalley.
tv.

Okemo Valley TV calls for 
board of directors nominations

Adelaide Brown.
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Violet Haight.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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The Rules
Participants must complete the Crossword or the Sudoku puzzle and mail 
this page to The Vermont Journal, PO Box 228, Ludlow, VT 05149. Must be 
received by Friday, June 12, 2026. Limit one submission per person.

One participant will be selected by random drawing, and can select one 
coupon from participating businesses on this puzzle page. Coupons are not 
valid until one is chosen by drawing winner. Coupon of choice will expire on 
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NAME:              
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Complete a puzzle for a chance to win!

$75 Gift Certificate – Expires July 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY – NOT VALID

Daniel Richardson, CFP®
Financial Advisor
300 River Street  
Springfield, VT 05156  
802-885-4213

Let’s get to the moments that 
make life feel rich.

> edwardjones.comEFA-22555-A-E-AD-1
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802-722-4200
6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158

Open Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:00, Closed Weekends

AUTO REPAIRS
AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION

Maebelline’s
Breakfast 
& Lunch

802-885-2600

12 Clinton Street
Springfield, VT

$75 Gift Certificate – Expires July 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY – NOT VALID

$75 Gift Certificate – Expires July 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY – NOT VALID

802.345.9241  |  Mzacarias.10@gmail.com
571 VT-103, Chester  |  Next to One Credit Union

Find us on Facebook and Instagram

$75 Gift Certificate – Expires July 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY – NOT VALID

Community Owned Since 1992

6 Main St. Suite 1, Springfield, VT
802-885-3663

www.springfieldfood.coop

Open to All!

$75 Gift Certificate – Expires July 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY – NOT VALID

WE’RE BACK!
Matilda and 
� ree Bears

Antiques & Gi� s
26 � e Common

Chester, VT
802-875-6041

$75 Gift Certificate – Expires July 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY – NOT VALID

FARM MARKETFARM MARKET

Exit 5 off I-91• Rte 5 South • Westminster, VT
802 722-3395 • www.allenbrothersfarms.com

OPEN 7 DAYS 6:00 AM - 8:00 PM

SHOP SHOP 
LOCAL LOCAL 

Come Visit Our 
Farmstand For A 
Taste Of Vermont

802-875-3535  |  248 Elm Street  |  Chester, VT 05143
GussiesPlace@vermontel.net  |  www.GussiesPlace.com  |  Facebook

Boarding Daycare

Gail Stewart

$75 Gift Certificate – Expires July 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY – NOT VALID

$75 Gift Certificate – Expires July 31, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY – NOT VALID
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health & community

Julie’s Icare

Julie Richardson, Optician
Ph: 603.543.3216

Cell: 603.558.3048
by Appointment Only

11 Dunning St. 
Suite 4
Claremont, NH

192 Rockingham Street
Bellows Falls, Vermont 

(802) 463-3187

www.riversidedentistrybf.com

admin@riversidedentistrybf.com

O
N

E •
T W O • T H R

E
E

Welcoming new
patients!

Know someone who needs to
transfer their prescriptions?

We have made it as easy as 1-2-3

Visit www.KinneyDrugs.com/Transfer

WHITE RIVER JUNC-
TION, Vt. – The U.S. 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) health care 
system in White River 
Junction, Vt., announced 
recently that it received 
a five-star rating in the 
Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services’ annu-
al Overall Hospital Qual-
ity Star Rating report.
  CMS’ Overall Hospital 

Quality Star Ratings are 
based on five categories: 
mortality, safety of care, 
readmission, patient ex-
perience, and timely and 
effective care. A higher 

star rating, out of five, in-
dicates better performance 
along these quality mea-
sures.
  “Receiving a five-star rat-

ing from CMS is a reflection 
of the dedication our entire 
team brings to caring for 
veterans every day,” said Dr. 
Brett Rusch, executive di-
rector of White River Junc-
tion VA. “This rating under-
scores our commitment to 
delivering safe, timely, and 
high-quality care, and we 
are proud to contribute to 
VA’s continued nationwide 
excellence.”
  Nationwide, 78% of VA 

hospitals that received a 
rating received an Overall 
Hospital Quality Star Rating 
of four or five stars in 2026.
  This is the fourth con-

secutive year that VA has 
outperformed non-VA care, 
and the second year in a row 
that no VA hospital received 
a one-star rating. The per-
centage of VA hospitals re-
ceiving four or five stars has 
grown dramatically in the 
last two years: 67% in 2023, 
58% in 2024, 77% in 2025, 
and 78% in 2026.
  For more information, 

please contact Katherine 
Tang at vhawrjpao@va.gov.

White River Junction 
VA receives top marks

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Find 
tai chi at the intersection of 
structure and energy with 
“Moving from the Inside 
Out,” a series of in-person 
and online workshops of-
fered quarterly throughout 
2026.
  Tai Chi Vermont instruc-

tors Jo Bregnard and Zhen 
Wolffe are hosting the 
workshops from the Spring-
field Unitarian Universal-
ist Meetinghouse, 21 Fair-
ground Road, from 1:30-3 
p.m., on four Fridays this 
year. Each 90-minute ses-
sion includes a recording of 
the class.
  Play with what animates 

the movements of fall-

prevention tai chi – the 
Sun-style short form – and 
discover how enhancing 
your awareness can enrich 
practice time. During the 
second session, on June 
5, the focus will be on the 
Level 1 movements: Com-
mencement, Breathing In 
and Out, Single Whip, and 
Wave Hands in Clouds. At-
tendees need not have come 
to the first session in order 
to register for this one; each 
workshop stands alone, so 
come to one, two, or more. 
All are welcome, no prior tai 
chi experience is necessary.
  Expect juicy conversation 

on meridians, anatomy, and 
more during these work-

shops. Recordings of each 
session will be available 
for those who can’t attend 
live, as well as those who 
want to review the mate-
rial covered.
  Register at www.taich-

ivermont.org/register/p/
e n r i ch m e nt - l e ve l - 1 . 
Please wear comfortable 
clothing and flat, closed-
heel and -toe shoes, and 
bring a full water bottle. 
Contact Bregnard if you 
have additional questions 
by emailing jo@jobreg-
nard.com.
  Tai Chi Vermont is a 

nonprofit corporation 
dedicated to provid-
ing safe and effective tai 
chi instructor training 
throughout the state. 
Learn more about Tai Chi 
Vermont by visiting www.
taichivermont.org.

Tai Chi Vermont 
workshop series

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Learn the most popu-
lar style of tai chi right 
from your seat. Follow-
ing the principles of safe 
and effective practice, 
explore the upper body 
movements of the Yang 
24 sequence in an acces-

sible, simplified way with 
Tai Chi Vermont teacher 
and Springfield resident Jo 
Bregnard.
  Whether you’re looking 

for a wellness routine that 
fits your physical needs or 
an easier way to learn the 
world’s most-practiced tai 
chi form, seated yang will 
engage your brain, awaken 
your core, and release ten-
sion. Each class will in-
clude qigong warmups and 
cooldowns, with the option 
to explore the movements 
standing. Even while seat-
ed, participants will work 
on deliberate weight trans-
ference, healthy posture, 

relaxed breathing, body 
awareness, and movements 
to improve balance and 
agility.
  Class meets for 12 Tues-

days, June 9 through Aug. 
25, at 10 a.m., at the Unitar-
ian Universalist Meeting-
house in Springfield, Vt., 21 
Fairground Road, and via 
Zoom livestream online. 
Classes are 60 minutes, and 
timestamped recordings 
will be posted afterwards 
so you can access them on 
your schedule, whether 
you’re able to attend the live 
session or not.
  Visit studio.jobregnard.

com/product/94189 for 
complete details and to 
learn more about the vari-
ous pricing options, includ-
ing a monthly payment plan 
and pay-what-you-wish. A 
portion of your payment 
supports the Unitarian 
Universalist meetinghouse 
location during the cooling 
season.
  No prior tai chi experi-

ence is required, all are 
welcome. For answers to 
specific questions, email 
Bregnard at jo@jobregnard.
com.

Practice tai chi without 
leaving your chair

VISIT US ON

@VermontJournal

ADVERTISE 
WITH US 
ONLINE!

Get over 10,000 ad 
views per month
WWW.VERMONTJOURNAL.COM
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coping strategies after a 
loss. Offered by Black River

Helena R. Massey, 1955-2026Wanda Lee Potwin Murphy, 
2026

Lynne Beverly 
celebration of life

Tia Rosengarten, 1939-2026

June 03, 2026 | 5The Vermont Journal

obituariesCALENDAR

OBITUARIES: 
A 200-word obituary is $100, and $0.60 per word 

thereafter. A photo is an additional $20. Email to 
editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday at 12 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES: 
We run Church Services on an alternating schedule. 

Subject to space. All services are posted online at www.
VermontJournal.com.

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your 
piece of Vermont 

to fit your Dreams!Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will 
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. 

Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 81081XEL

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
81081XEL    separately $323.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

SAVE 60%

LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC.  Osaic Wealth is separately 

owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

Derek Karner
802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

Formerly Huntley Financial Services

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

LUDLOW, Vt. – Helena 
Rose Massey, 70, died May 
17, 2026, at her home in 
Ludlow, Vt. She was born 
Oct. 15, 1955, in Pittsfield, 
Mass., the daughter of 
Thomas C. “Neil” and Mar-
garet (Murray) McGarry. 
She lived in and attended 
schools in Pittsfield, Stock-
bridge, North Adams, and 
Hyannis, Mass., graduat-
ing from Barnstable High 
School, Class of 1973, 
North Adams State College 
with a Bachelor of Arts, and 
Western New England Col-
lege School of Law with Ju-
ris Doctor in 1984.
  Helena passed the bar 

exam in Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania, and Ver-
mont, all on the first try, 
and held law licenses in 
Massachusetts and Penn-
sylvania.  Helena was an 
administrative assistant 
with the Law Firm of Mel-
vin Fink P.C. in Ludlow, Vt., 
for several years.
  She is survived by her 

loving husband Roger 
James “Jim” Massey; her 
nine siblings, Frances Mc-
Garry (Dimitrios Erotokri-

takis), Margaret McGarry, 
J. Allen McGarry (Diane), 
Mary McGarry-Newman 
(Doug), Katherine Mc-
Garry (Keith Ganz), Neil 
J. McGarry, Elizabeth (Mc-
Garry) Sheehan (Jay), Pa-
tricia (McGarry) Lawyer 
(Aresh), and Edward J. Mc-
Garry; nine nieces; eight 
nephews; 21 cousins; her 
lifelong friend Peggy (Hall) 
Laurie (Steve); and many 
dear friends.
  Services will be held at 

the convenience of the fam-
ily. Davis Memorial Chapel 
in Springfield, Vt., is assist-
ing with arrangements.

Helena Massey, 1955-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WESTON, Vt. – Tia 
Rosengarten, a devoted 
wife, mother, and phi-
lanthropist, passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, May 
24, 2026, at the age of 86. 
Tia was born on a snowy 
day in December 1939, in 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. – a begin-
ning that seemed to reflect 
both the quiet beauty and 
inner strength she carried 
throughout her life.
  Guided by her Christian 

faith, she touched count-
less lives with her generos-
ity and genuine care. Tia 
was a devoted mother and 
philanthropist. Her pas-
sion for animals, education, 
and human rights reflected 
her deep compassion and 
commitment to making 
the world a better place. 
She found great meaning 
in supporting causes she 
believed in and extended 
her kindness not only to 
those close to her, but to the 
broader community as well. 
Her presence brought com-
fort, her laughter brought 
light, and her values will 
continue to inspire those 
who knew and loved her.
  Tia enjoyed knitting, 

weaving, and quilting, find-
ing joy in creating with 
her hands and expressing 
care through the things 
she made. These quiet, cre-
ative pursuits reflected her 
patience, thoughtfulness, 
and love of craftsmanship, 
and many will cherish the 
pieces she created for years 
to come.
  Tia is survived by her 

daughter, Christine Darcas; 
her sons, Peter Rosengar-
ten Jr. and Mitchell Rosen-
garten; and her grandchil-
dren, Nathalie, Katherine, 
Etienne, and Gray. She is 
reunited with her beloved 

husband of 57 years, Peter. 
A service to celebrate Tia’s 
life will be held on Satur-
day, July 11, at 10 a.m., at 
the Old Parish Church in 
Weston, Vt., with reception 
to follow. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family kindly asks 
that donations be made in 
her memory to the Dor-
set Equine Rescue, the 
Springfield Humane Soci-
ety, Planned Parenthood of 
Northern New England, or 
the American Indian Col-
lege Fund. Tia Rosengarten 
will be deeply missed, but 
her love and legacy will live 
on in the hearts of all who 
knew her. May she rest in 
peace.

Tia Rosengarten, 1939-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

JUNE 5-6 –
CLAREMONT, N.H. – The 
Claremont Senior Center, 5 
Acer Heights, will hold its 
annual indoor/outdoor yard 
sale on Friday, June 5, and 
Saturday, June 6, from 8:30 
a.m. – 3 p.m. both days.

JUNE 5 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
First Baptist Church of 
Bellows Falls, 9 Church 
Street, will hold their First 
Friday Fundraiser on Friday, 
June 5, from 5-6:30 p.m., 
to benefi t the Bellows Falls 
Bike Project. The menu will 
include barbecued chicken, 
hamburgers, hot dogs, 
potato salad, green salad, 
chips, a beverage, and 
dessert. There is a small 
suggested donation.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfi eld GMC’s classic 
car show will be held on 
Friday, June 5, from 5-8 
p.m., at 429 River Street.

JUNE 6 – 
BRIDGEWATER CORNERS, 
Vt. – The Bridgewater 
Grange, 129 Route 100A, 
will host bingo on Saturday, 
June 6. Doors open at 5 
p.m., game time is 6:15 
p.m. Concessions will be 
available. All are welcome.

CHESTER, Vt. – Route 103 
Auto’s community car show 
will be held on Saturday, 
June 6, from 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m., at 3441 Vermont 
Route 10. There will also be 
a live band playing.

JUNE 7 –
BRIDGEWATER CORNERS, 
Vt. – On Sunday, June 7 
at 2 p.m., Howard Coffi n, 
Civil War historian and 
author, will present a 
program entitled “The Other 
Grant.” Coffi n will explore 
the life of Brig. Gen. Lewis 
Addison Grant, the longest-
serving commander of the 
1st Vermont Brigade. The 
program is presented by 
the Bridgewater Historical 
Society and will be held at 
the Bridgewater Grange, 
129 Route 100A in 
Bridgewater Corners, Vt. 
The program is free and 
open to the public.

JUNE 9 – 
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Tai Chi 
Vermont-certifi ed teacher Jo 
Bregnard will lead a weekly 
seated yang tai chi practice 
online and in person from 
the Springfi eld Unitarian 
Universalist Meetinghouse, 
21 Fairground Road, on 
Tuesdays, June 9 through 
Aug. 25, from 10-11 a.m. 
All are welcome, and all 
classes will be recorded. 

Visit studio.jobregnard.com/
product/94189 for pricing 
details and to sign up.

JUNE 13 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Black 
River Academy Museum 
(BRAM) Alumni Day will 
be held on Saturday, June 
13, from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Hamburgers, hot dogs, 
cake, and ice cream will 
be served. There will also 
be live music. This event is 
held in coordination with the 
Alumni Association.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfi eld Humane Society, 
401 Skitchewaug Trail, will 
hold a nail trim clinic for 
dogs on Saturday, June 13, 
from 11 a.m. – 12 p.m.

JUNE 15 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Lunch will 
be served at the Black River 
Senior Center, 10 High 
Street, on Monday, June 
15, at 12 p.m. Chef Fonz, 
of Castle Hill Resort, will be 
making chicken marsala, 
with chocolate cream 
mini-pies for dessert. Please 
make reservations by calling 
802-228-7421. Free cash 
bingo will follow. All ages 
are welcome.

SUNDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the fi rst and third Sunday 
of every month, downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls, from 
8-10 a.m. All you can eat 
for a minimal cost.

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – The 
Perkinsville Community 
Church, 35 Church Street 
in Perkinsville, Vt., will be 
hosting live music every 
fi rst Sunday, from 4-5:30 
p.m. This is a free event, 
but donations will be 
accepted each month to 
go towards local charities. 
Please keep an eye out 
for upcoming shows, 
they will be posted each 
month on our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.
com/PerkinsvilleChurch. 
Any questions, or to be 
added to our mailing list, 
please send an email to 
churchperkinsville@gmail.
com.

MONDAYS –
WESTON, Vt. – Bingo is 
Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
at the Weston Rod & Gun 
Club, 982 Route 100, 
1.5 miles north of Weston 
Village. All are welcome.

LUDLOW, Vt. – The Fletcher 

See CALENDAR on Page 6

JAMAICA, Vt. – A celebration of life for Lynne Beverly, 
who passed on April 4, 2026, will take place at River and 
Rye Restaurant, 3894 Vermont Route 30 in Jamaica Village, 
on Sunday, June 14, at 11 a.m.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Wanda 
Lee Potwin Murphy, 77, of 
Ludlow, Vt., died on May, 
26, 2026, at The Meadows 
in Rutland, Vt., surrounded 
by her loving family. She 
was born in Lebanon, N.H., 
the daughter of Harold Pot-
win and Irene Dube Potwin. 
Wanda grew up on a dairy 
farm in Hartland, Vt., along 
with her three siblings. She 
attended Hartland Elemen-
tary School and graduated 
from Hartford High School 
in White River Junction, Vt.
  Wanda was blessed with 

two children: John Jen-
nings, of Apple Valley, 
Minn., and Angela Murphy, 
of Proctorsville, Vt.
  Over the years, Wanda 

was employed by Bausch 
& Lomb Optical, Ludlow 
Insurance Agency, and 
McCullough Insurance 
Agency. She enjoyed her 
conversations with local 
people and visitors to Lud-
low when she worked at 
several area restaurants – 
The Hatchery, Trappers, 
and DJ’s. 
  Wanda married John F. 

Murphy Jr., her husband 
of almost 37 years, on 
Sept. 30, 1989. In her early 
years, she liked traveling to 
Myrtle Beach, Minneapo-
lis, and several locations in 
Maine. She loved spend-
ing time with her daughter 
Angela and especially with 
her grandsons, Mathew and 
Ethan. Wanda was a gener-
ous and caring person. She 
was a strong woman and 
faced many challenges after 
a brain injury in 2012.
  Wanda is survived by her 

husband, John; her daugh-

ter, Angela Murphy; her 
son, John Jennings; her 
brother Greg Potwin and 
his wife, Linda; and her 
six grandchildren, Mathew 
Finn Murphy and Ethan 
Alosi Murphy, and Geena, 
Haley, Felicia, and Michae-
la Jennings. Wanda is also 
survived by several cousins, 
nieces, and nephews.
  She was predeceased by 

her parents; her sister, Lor-
raine Lindsey, and her hus-
band, Ned; and her brother 
Ron Potwin and his wife, 
Janet.
  We would like to thank 

everyone in the special 
care unit at The Meadows 
for their passionate care of 
Wanda. Thank you also to 
Bayada Homecare and Bay-
ada Hospice for their heart-
felt care over the last few 
months. Prior to her stay at 
The Meadows, Wanda had 
several wonderful in-home 
caregivers who assisted 
with her care and became 
great friends.
  A funeral mass will be 

held at the Church of the 
Annunciation, 7 North De-
pot Street, Ludlow, Vt., on 
Friday, June 5, at 11 a.m. 
Burial will immediately fol-
low at Pleasant View Cem-
etery, 43 High Street.
  In lieu of flowers, dona-

tions may be made to Rut-
land Regional Ambulance, 
275 Stratton Road, Rut-
land, VT 05701; or Fletcher 
Farm – Create Together 
Program, 611 Route 103 
South, Ludlow, VT 05149.
  Arrangements are being 

handled by Miller & Ket-
cham Funeral Home, Bran-
don, Vt.

Memorial Library, 88 Main 
Street, hosts the Black River 
Grief Support Group on the 
second Monday of every 
month, from 1-2 p.m. This is 
A safe space for individuals 
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SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT 
301 SOUTH STREET

SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT 05156 
WWW.SSDVT.ORG 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR…

A MEANINGFUL CAREER

    FAMILY FRIENDLY HOURS

    COMPETITIVE WAGES 

EXCELLENT BENEFITS

APPLY
TODAY

PHYSICAL PLANT SUPERVISOR, SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS, SCHOOL 
PSYCHOLOGISTS, SPEECH LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST, INSTRUCTIONAL

PARAEDUCATORS, CUSTODIAL STAFF AND SUBSTITUTES 

UPDATED SUBSTITUTE PAY STRUCTURE!! 

Okemo Mountain Road Closed

The upper portion of the Okemo Mountain Road 
from the Base Lodge area to the summit will be closed 
to public access between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 6, 2026 and Sunday, June 7, 2026 for 
the Killington Sports Car Club Time Trials.

STATE OF VERMONT
WINDSOR COUNTY, SS.

NOTICE OF SALE
FDW Enterprises, LLC

Parcel # 312021

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of lands in the Town of Chester, in the County 
of Windsor and State of Vermont, are hereby notified that 
the taxes assessed by the Town for the years 2024 and 2025 
remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid on the following 
described land in Town to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to FDW 
Enterprises, LLC by Warranty Deed of Michael J. Wood. 
dated April 6, 2023, and Recorded in Book 238, Page 203 of 
the Town of Chester Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at 
the Town Office in Chester, Vermont, a public place in said 
Town, on the 30th day of June 2026, at eleven o’clock in the 
forenoon, as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with 
costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Chester, in the County of Windsor and State of 
Vermont, this 26th day of May 2026.

                                         Attest:  
                                                Julie Hance
                                                Collector of Town and
                                                Town School District Taxes

STATE OF VERMONT
WINDSOR COUNTY, SS.

NOTICE OF SALE
Amy Pratt and Jonathon Pratt

Jon K. Spaulding
Parcel # 232017.200

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of lands in the Town of Chester, in the County 
of Windsor and State of Vermont, are hereby notified that 
the taxes assessed by the Town for the years 2015, 2016, 
2017, 2018, 2019, and 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, and 
2025 remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid on the 
following described land in Town to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
Amy Elinor Pratt, Jonathon R. Pratt, and Jon K. Spaulding 
by Warranty Deed of Arthur F. Fournier, Trustee of 
the Restatement of Trust of the Arthur F. Fournier, Sr. 
Revocable Trust Agreement Dated January 10, 2011, dated 
July 19, 2013, and Recorded in Book 147, Page 118 of the 
Town of Chester Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at 
the Town Office in Chester, Vermont, a public place in said 
Town, on the 30th day of June 2026, at eleven o’clock in the 
forenoon, as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with 
costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Chester, in the County of Windsor and State of 
Vermont, this 26th day of May 2026.

                                         Attest:  
                                                Julie Hance
                                                Collector of Town and
                                                Town School District Taxes

Village of Ludlow
Water/Wastewater Assistant Operator

 
The Village of Ludlow Water and Sewer Department is 
seeking a professional, highly motivated and responsible 
person to join our team. He/She/They must be reliable, 
eager to learn, have a professional attitude and possess a 
strong work ethic.

This individual will be required to:
• Have a High School Diploma or GED
• Have & maintain a valid driver’s license and reliable 
transportation
• Live within a 30-minute radius of Ludlow, VT
• Have the ability to work with our industry’s tools to 
perform routine maintenance in all types of weather 
conditions
• Have basic math and computer skills to handle lab work /
input computer data - knowledge of Microsoft Word/Excel 
along is a plus but not required
• Possess strong communication & customer service skills 
• Must follow established procedures and routines to assure 
that the water and wastewater treatment plants continue 
to run at high standards while following all Town/Village 
safety policies.
• Have the ability to listen, understand and carry out written 
and oral instructions. 
• Provide on-call coverage as assigned, including rotating 
weekends and possible nights and holidays during 
emergencies. 

Water and Wastewater treatment experience, along with 
Vermont Water and Wastewater Certifications is preferred, 
but is not required. However if successful candidate has 
no certifications, then this individual will be required to 
obtain Vermont Class 3 Water, Class D Water and Grade 
3 Wastewater Certifications WITHIN TWO YEARS of 
employment.

Room for advancement is available and is based on work 
performance and professionalism. 

Benefits/Compensation: Dental/Disability/Health/and Life 
Insurance coverage, and a VMERS- administered pension 
plan.  In addition, the successful candidate will receive 
paid sick, personal, holidays and annual vacation leave. 
Pay range is $28.00 - $32.00/hour, commensurate with 
experience and certifications.
 
To Apply:
Interested candidates should submit a cover letter, resume, 
and three professional references to:

Penny Wu, Municipal Manager
Town of Ludlow
PO Box 359
Ludlow, VT 05149

*The Town & Village of Ludlow is an Equal Opportunity Employer*

STATE OF VERMONT
WINDSOR COUNTY, SS.

NOTICE OF SALE
467 Depot Street, LLC

Parcel # 585056

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of lands in the Town of Chester, in the County 
of Windsor and State of Vermont, are hereby notified that 
the taxes assessed by the Town for the years 2024 and 2025 
remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid on the following 
described land in Town to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 467 
Depot Street, LLC by Trustees Deed of Ronald P. Farrar 
Successor Trustee of the Arthur P. Farrar and Aili R. Farrar 
Revocable Trust Dated July 20, 2001, dated March 4, 2022, 
and Recorded in Book 228, Page 8 of the Town of Chester 
Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at 
the Town Office in Chester, Vermont, a public place in said 
Town, on the 30th day of June 2026, at eleven o’clock in the 
forenoon, as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with 
costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Chester, in the County of Windsor and State of 
Vermont, this 26th day of May 2026.

                                         Attest:  
                                                Julie Hance
                                                Collector of Town and
                                                Town School District Taxes

STATE OF VERMONT
WINDSOR COUNTY, SS.

NOTICE OF SALE
Jo Ann Richardson
Larry Dan Emerson

Parcel # 412003

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of lands in the Town of Chester, in the County of 
Windsor and State of Vermont, are hereby notified that the 
taxes assessed by the Town for the years 2019, 2020, 2021, 
2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025 remain, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described land in Town to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
Jo Ann Richardson, Executor and Larry Dan Emerson by 
Decree of Distribution of Marion L. Emerson, Estate. Dated 
September 4, 1996, and Recorded in Book 81, Page 429 of 
the Town of Chester Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at 
the Town Office in Chester, Vermont, a public place in said 
Town, on the 30th day of June 2026, at eleven o’clock in the 
forenoon, as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with 
costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Chester, in the County of Windsor and State of 
Vermont, this 26th day of May 2026.

                                         Attest:  
                                                Julie Hance
                                                Collector of Town and
                                                Town School District Taxes

TOWN OF LONDONDERRY
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The Town is seeking proposals for three construction jobs at 
the Town Office and Town Garage located at 100 Old School 
Street.   To see the proposal please see our RFP page on our 
Town Website:  https://www.londonderryvt.gov/rfps
Proposals are due by 2:00pm on July 2, 2026.

TOWN OF LONDONDERRY VERMONT 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
The Londonderry Development Review Board will meet at 
100 Old School St at 5:30 PM on Wednesday June 17, 2026, to 
hold a public hearing for :
• An application from Jeff and Lisa Yrsha for a two-lot 
subdivision of land they own at 6930 Vt Rt 100
• An application from Mt Rose Property Mgt for a deck in 
the conservation district on land owned by Bankman & 
Olszewski it 219 Pierce Ridge Rd
Those interested in seeing the applications, submitting 
written comments, or attending the hearings remotely should 
contact the town’s Zoning Administrator at zoningadmin@
londonderryvt.gov  
 
 Pursuant to24 V.S.A. Sections 4464(a)(1)(c) and 4471(a), 
participation in the local proceedings is a prerequisite to take 
any subsequent appeal.

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF READING, VT – HIGHWAY DEPT

The Town of Reading VT is seeking an Equipment Operator/
Truck Driver/Laborer for the Town Highway Department. 
The position is for an energetic individual that is seeking full-
time secure long-term employment. The position is 40 hours 
per week. (4) 10-hour days, May to October and (5) 8-hour 
days November to April.  However, a flexible schedule during 
the November to April period is a must and may include 
nights, weekends and holidays, as well as overtime. The 
applicant must be able to pass a random pre-employment 
drug test and understand that the position also includes 
random drug and alcohol testing by the State of Vermont. 
Applicants must possess a current valid CDL license, have 
a clean driving record, and be dependable and willing to be 
on call during winter hours. Experience with the operation 
of heavy equipment such as a bucket loader and road grader 
as well as equipment such as chain saws, and welders etc. a 
plus. Manual labor and some heavy lifting is required. The 
knowledge and ability to do some mechanical repairs is also a 
plus.  This job includes an excellent starting salary negotiable 
based on experience and qualifications, and a benefit package 
including vacation, fully paid insurance and retirement 
contribution.

Questions should be referred to Bob Allen, Chair of 
Selectboard at (802) 296-1124 or rkallen@myfairpoint.net    
 
Send your resume and references to: Town of Reading, PO 
Box 72, Reading, VT  05062 Attn: Selectboard, OR e-mail to 
Selectboard@readingvt.net 

Landgrove PC/ZBA Hearing 
The Landgrove Planning Commission/Zoning Board of 
Adjustment will meet at the Landgrove Town Hall, 88 
Landgrove Rd at 5:30 PM on June 18 to hear an application 
for a front setback variance at 66 Nichols Rd in the RR 
District. Those interested in seeing the application, submitting 
written comments, or attending the hearing remotely should 
contact Landgrove’s Zoning Administrator at: zoning@
landgrove.vermont.gov. 
Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §§ 4464(a)(1)(C) and 4471(a), 
participation in this local proceeding is a prerequisite to the 
right to take any subsequent appeal. 

Good Neighbor Services. 
For more information, call 
802-228-3663.

TUESDAYS –
CLAREMONT, N.H. – 
Cribbage is played at the 

information, call 603-543-
5998.

WEDNESDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Knitting Together, every 
Wednesday, 1-3 p.m., at 
Village Square Booksellers, 
knitting hats and mittens for 
our school kids. We provide 
yarn, some direction, 
and an enjoyable visit. 
Acrylic yarn donations 
are always welcome. For 
more information, contact 
Caroline at 802-463-4653.

THURSDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Black 
River Memory Cafe is held 
on the second Thursday of 
each month, at the United 
Church of Ludlow, 48 
Pleasant Street, from 11 
a.m. – 1 p.m. The memory 
cafe is free to attend, snacks 
included, and offers a safe 
and comfortable space 
where caregivers and 
their loved ones living with 
dementia or Alzheimer’s 
can socialize, listen to 
music, play games, and 
enjoy other appropriate 
activities. This is a program 

of Black River Good 
Neighbor Services. For 
more information, contact 
Vicki at 802-376-3388, or 
Krey at 802-228-3663.

FRIDAYS –
W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
Pizza night is held every 
Friday, from 5-7 p.m., 
at the West Townshend 
Country Store, 6573 
Vermont Route 30, West 
Townshend, Vt. There will 
be live music provided 
by a different local artist 
each week. For more 
information, visit www.
westtownshend.org, call 
802-874-4800, email 
info@westtownshend.org, 
or message the store on 
Facebook.

SATURDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield VFW Post 
771, 191 River Street, will 
host burger nights on the 
first and third Saturdays 
of every month, from 5-7 
p.m., downstairs in the 
canteen. These events are 
open to the public.

Claremont Senior Center, 5 
Acer Heights, on Tuesdays, 
at 1 p.m. For more 
information, call 603-543-
5998.

CLAREMONT, N.H. – 

Men’s pool games are 
played every Tuesday 
and Thursday, from 9 
a.m. – 12 p.m., at the 
Claremont Senior Center, 
5 Acer Heights. All men 
are welcome. For more 
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$175 for 13 Weeks • $275 for 26 Weeks • $425 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM
Discover your creative side - Workshops, studio hours, youth 
camps, and private events for everyone!

Ludlow, VT    802-228-8770    www.CreateTogetherVT.org
(12/9/26 - 52)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  VT    802-885-7111   galleryvault.org
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5
May 23 & 24  10-5  for VT Open Studio Weekend
Artful Flea May 23 & 24  10-3
May 23  11-12:30 Artist Demo-Handmade Books w/ Debora Stuart
                12-1:30 Reception for Tom Franklin

Outside Inside, Nature & the Imaginal paintings by Gil Perry
Open Wall Exhibit: A Burst of Color, A World of Wonder 
Hand-painted Silk Scarves Boho Bunnies by Terri Flowers
(07/15/26 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
A & J’S TREE SERVICE
No job too big or too small. Also offering general contracting. 
Free Estimates & Fully Insured. “Dangerous Trees are our Spe-
cialty.” 802-376-7000. 
(07/22/26 - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
Navy Seabee Veteran owned. We pride ourselves on cus-
tomer service, and getting the job done right the first time. We 
are looking to book up our season. Decks, custom tile shower, 
siding, doors, windows, drywall, foundation repair, you name 
we do it. Check us out on Instagram @nedthehammer. Ned 
Mortensen, cell 802-376-3275, edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.
(03/17/27 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(08/12/26 - 13)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026 + 2027! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(08/26/26 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including veneer, 
walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 37 years ex-
perience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or stoneart49@gmail.
com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(08/19/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(10/07/26 - 26)

Organic Lawn & Land Care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN
We’re Different- Our organic lawn and garden care brings 
peace of mind for the family, friends and critters using your 
yard. Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet, 
so you can relax while we do the hard work.

Fence Installations - Expert, best-quality fence installations 
with references available. Call Today!

Driveway Repairs & Drainage Work- Does your driveway need 
some TLC? Call Green Bee!

We’re fully insured, reliable and priced right. Reach Out Today 
to secure your spot in our 2026 schedule! Phone, text or email: 
802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com 
(09/16/26 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891 or 802-732-8071
(06/17/26 - 13)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Subject to space. May be edited for clarity, grammati-

cal errors, and libelous statements. Must be kept under 
400 words. Must include name and town for publication. 
Viewpoints do not necessarily reflect the views of The 
Vermont Journal.

Complete Site Work · Foundations · Septic Systems · Drainage
Driveway Construction & Maintenance · Asphalt Milling
Gravel · Sand · Topsoil · Field Mowing · Brush Mulching

Palmer H. Goodrich II · Chester, VT 05143 · 802-875-2819

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. • Charlestown, NH 03603

Tel: 603-826-3251 • Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

GARDEN SUPPLIES, INSULATION, METAL ROOFING, 
DOORS & WINDOWS, TREX DECKING IN STOCK 

HELP WANTED 
Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out

YOUR ONE STOP 
BUILDING &

MODERNIZING
CENTER

LAMBERT
SUPPLY CO. INC.

409 Main Street  •  603-542-5111
CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743

FIBER INSULATION  •  ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM
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DERK BEARDMORE
beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

15 Barker St.
Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479
Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

Dear Gov. Scott, Lt. Gov. Rog-
ers, Sen. Major, and Rep. Kim-
bell,

  My name is Rick Martin. I 
am the owner of Chloe’s Mar-
ket, aka Plymouth Country 
Store, in Plymouth, Vt.

  The market has become the 
centerpiece of the village cen-
ter in Plymouth, as the primary 
business on Route 100 between 
Killing and Okemo that pro-
vides fuel, groceries, a deli, and 
beer/wine. We serve hundreds 
of customers each day and 
are a major stopping point for 
tourists, adding much-needed 
revenue to the local economy.

  In fall 2024, I attended a se-
lectboard meeting at the Town 
of Plymouth’s offices where 
representatives from the Ver-
mont Agency of Transporta-
tion (AOT) presented a plan to 
repair bridges in the area. One 
of the major concerns raised 
was that there were no plans 
to have a one-lane access put 
in place during construction. 
Not one of the representatives 
even considered this mat-
ter. We were told AOT would 
come back with a more com-
prehensive plan to address our 
concerns.

  This closure will cause severe 
damage to workers at the store, 
who cannot drive and depend 
on local rides to get to their 
workplace. We all understand 
the need to repair our bridges 
and roads, but there must be 
contingency plans in place to 
mitigate safety concerns, eco-
nomic losses, and the impact 
on residents.

  None of this has been done.
  In fact, several residents were 

told not to worry about the 
construction, as it would not 
affect them. Well, that turned 
out to be a whopper of lie now. 
This is a poor reflection on 
elected officials who approve 
such projects without consid-
ering the devastating impact 
on the local economy and the 
people who voted them into 
office.

  We were hoping to come to 
a resolution that will ensure 
that the much-needed bridge 
repairs are completed with-
out sacrificing the livelihood 
of residents and businesses. 
These closures on Route 100, 
especially the one planned to 
close over the Labor Day week-
end, will be a death knell for 
many businesses. This is our 
busiest time of the year, and my 
employees may be out work if I 
have to close the business due 
to poor sales, as I will not be 
able to afford to pay them.

  Gas prices are through the 
roof, and people are now being 
expected to shoulder another 
financial burden forced upon 

us by the State of Vermont. 
Shame on all the elected of-
ficials who have done noth-
ing to stop this madness and 
get VTrans under control.

  There is an election com-
ing up, and this will be high 
on the agenda for those of 
us who will not forget that 
Plymouth residents were 
thrown to the wayside just 
to use FEMA money to fix 
bridges and cause such eco-
nomic devastation to the lo-
cal business community. 

Sincerely,
Rick Martin, President
Chloe’s Market
Plymouth, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  The Ludlow Rotary Club 
(LRC) wishes to thank the 
many community members 
who supported our recent 
drive to collect back-to-school 
items for the Pine Ridge Res-
ervation, home to the Oglala 
Lakota Nation in southwest 
South Dakota. The reserva-
tion spans 1.7 million acres. 
The nation faces severe chal-
lenges – constantly ranking 
as one of the poorest areas in 
America. The school districts 
simply do not have money for 
any school supplies for the 
children. 

  The donation of crayons, 
glue sticks, and erasers will 
be combined with other items 
and placed in backpacks to be 
delivered to the reservation. 
Rotary Clubs in the entire Dis-
trict 7870 are contributing to 
this community service project 

for our country, so it will cer-
tainly have a significant im-
pact. The children will certain-
ly be better equipped to attend 
school and learn at the start of 
the school year. We also greatly 
appreciate the businesses that 
were our drop-off points: Bel-
mont Country Store, Benson’s 
Chevrolet, Chloe’s Market, 
Ludlow Insurance, Fletcher 
Memorial Library, M&T Bank, 
and Singleton’s Store. You are 
all greatly appreciated for your 
part in this project.

  Contact any Rotarian if you 
or someone you know is inter-
ested in learning more about 
the Ludlow Rotary Club and 
all we do, or stop in for a visit 
as our guest on Tuesdays, at 
noon, at DJ’s Restaurant.

Sincerely,
Ludlow Rotary Club

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
$$, Vintage Sports Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at 
antique centers in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

CLEAN OUTS + 
MORE
EZ-Dump Enterprises has a 
15-yard dump trailer available. 
We’re also here for heating 
equipment, appliance removal, 
home/storage unit clean outs, 
stump grinding, and refi nishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfi eld, Vt. area. Call/text 

802-376-1168 or email ezdump.
bl@gmail.com. 

FOR RENT/
SALE
N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Furnished 
1br short term rental, $1,500/
mo, includes utilities. Also selling 
1972 Moto Guzzi Eldorado 850 
motorcycle. $8,00 or best offer. 
Please call 781-956-9562. 

CHESTER, Vt. – Share home with 
LGBTQ-friendly couple offering 
lovely furnished space on rural 
property with saltwater fi sh, two 
dogs, chickens. $650/month. 
Compatible dog considered. 
No smoking. COVID vaccine 
required. 802-863-5625 or 
HomeShareVermont.org for ap-
plication. Interview, references, 

background checks required. 
EHO. 

LOST & FOUND
LUDLOW, Vt. – Chafi ng dish 
pan: I’m hoping to reach the nice 
couple who bought a chafi ng dish 
at my recent yard sale in Ludlow. 
One part (the lower pan) was left 
on the table. You’ll need it! Stop 
by to pick it up, and leave a note 
if I’m not home. Thank you! 

YARD SALE
CAVENDISH, Vt. – Yard sale June 
5,6,7, from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., rain 
or shine. Eclectic mix, too many 
items to mention. 864 High Street, 
Cavendish, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  On behalf of every-
one involved in the Bel-
lows Falls Rotary Club’s 
second annual Adult 
Spelling Bee, we would 
like to extend our sin-
cere thanks to the many 
sponsors, donors, volun-
teers, participants, and 
community members 
who made this year’s 
event such a tremendous 
success.

  What began as a fun 
and friendly competition 
is becoming a meaning-
ful community tradi-
tion – one filled with 
laughter, camaraderie, 
and an incredible spirit 
of generosity. The en-
thusiasm shown by local 
businesses, organiza-
tions, teams, and audi-
ence members reminds 
us just how strong and 
connected our commu-
nity truly is.

  Most importantly, sup-
port for the spelling bee 
is also support for the 

Blake House, Hunter 
Studio, Savings Bank of 
Walpole, Village Square 
Booksellers, Greater 
Falls Eye Care, and indi-
vidual donors.

  Thank you as well to 
the brave spelling teams 
who took on weird, 
complicated, and diffi-
cult words; the audience 
members who cheered 
them on; and the volun-
teers who worked behind 
the scenes to ensure the 
evening ran smoothly. 
Community events like 
this only succeed because 
so many people are will-
ing to come together in 
support of one another.

  We deeply appreciate 
the community’s con-
tinued support and are 
already looking forward 
to next year’s bee.

Sincerely,
Sam Howard, President
Rotary Club of Bellows 

Falls

work Rotary does through-
out our community. All funds 
raised through Rotary events 
help support local service 
projects, student scholarships, 
youth and literacy initiatives, 
community programs, and so 
much more. Rotary’s mission 
is rooted in “service above 
self,” and every sponsorship, 
donation, bribe purchased, 
and team registration helps us 
continue to give back.

  We are especially grate-
ful to our sponsors, whose 
generosity helped make the 
event possible. Their support 
reflects the generosity and 
community spirit that helps 
our community thrive. We are 
also incredibly grateful to the 
Bellows Falls Moose for the 
generous use of their facility 
and for helping provide such a 
welcoming space for this com-
munity event. Major sponsors 
for the event included River-
side Dentistry, Allen Brothers, 
Edward Jones, J&H Hardware, 
and 802 Credit Union. Ad-
ditional sponsors include Eva 
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home & outdoor REAL ESTATE

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation

www.KelleyRealEstate.com
802-228-5333

NEW LISTING  |  2563 ROUTE 155  |  MOUNT HOLLY
Have you been waiting for just the right property in Mt. Holly? Don’t 
miss this immaculate home with three bedrooms and 
two bathrooms on the main level plus walk-out  lower 

level with large family room and more!

Call or Text Listing Agent Ty Murray 
at 802-777-8047 for more information

GRAFTON, VT - $695,000

www.barrettandvalley.com
STATELY HOME IN THE VILLAGE OF GRAFTON VT!

802-843-2390

HOUSE OF THEWEEKHOUSE OF THEWEEK

GRAFTON, VT - $695,000

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Claremont -$379,900 - MLS 5090854
info@century21highview.com

603-542-7766 or 603-477-3766

42 Summer Street
Claremont, NH 03743

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

Subject to availability and eligibility. VPPSA members include Barton Electric, Village of Enosburg Falls Electric, 
Hardwick Electric Department, Jacksonville Electric Co., Village of Johnson Water & Light, Ludlow Electric Light 
Department, Lyndon Electric Department, Morrisville Water & Light, Northfield Electric Department, Orleans 
Electric, and Swanton Village Electric.

Save now with 
exclusive rebates 
for your home
That’s right. Just for you.

OFF AN 
ENERGY STAR®

APPLIANCE

$200
OFF DIY 

WEATHERIZATION 
MATERIALS

$200
HEAT PUMP 

BONUS

$1,000

To learn more, call Efficiency 
Vermont at 888-921-5990 or visit 
www.efficiencyvermont.com/vppsa

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – 
Join the Southern Vermont 
Astronomy Group (SoVe-
rA) for its June meeting on 
Tuesday, June 9, at 7 p.m. 
The lecture will be available 
as a Zoom meeting, but 
will also be held in person 
at the 1879 Schoolhouse, 
1862 Vermont Route 106 
in Perkinsville, Vt. The 
Zoom link is www.zoom.

us/j/94691230307. This 
link can also be found on 
the SoVerA website, www.
sovera.org.
  The presentation is en-

titled “My Favorite Brai-
niac, Sir Isaac Newton.” 
The presenter will be Cale 
Shipman, who says that the 
presentation “is targeted 
towards a nontechnical au-
dience. It attempts to hu-

manize the man, the myth: 
Isaac Newton.”
  Shipman describes him-

self as a member of any 
amateur astronomy group 
that will have him as a 
member. He is currently 
the outreach chair for the 
Lowcountry Stargazers of 
Charleston, S.C. He is a for-
mer National Park Service 
employee, and states that 

his intent is to present as 
though he were giving the 
sort of campfire lecture he 
gave back in his Park Ser-
vice days.
  If the weather cooperates 

and people are interested, 
there may be an opportu-
nity for some star gazing 
at Hoisington Field, which 
shares a parking lot with 
the 1879 Schoolhouse.

CAVENDISH, Vt. – The 
Cavendish Community and 
Conservation Association 
(CCCA) brings you another 
exploration in the Walk and 
Talk series, “Tracking and 
The Art of Seeing,” on June 
13, at 10 a.m., beginning at 
the Hardy Hill Trail trail-

head, on Susannah John-
son Road in Cavendish. To 
register or make inquiries, 
email cavendishcommuni-
tyconservation@gmail.com. 
Be sure to bring tick repel-
lent and wear good walking 
shoes. This is a moderate 
trail for hiking, but as with 

most trails there are ups and 
downs.
  Join naturalist and wild-

life tracker Rose Richter for 
a walk into the landscape of 
the tracker. Begin to look 
with a tracker’s eyes, tuning 
into the subtle signs of na-
ture that surround us. Seeing 
in this way opens a doorway 
into knowing more about 
who is in the neighborhood, 
their behavior, and the 
greater story of life that un-
folds on the landscape every 

day. We will look for rubs, 
scrapes, scent markings, 
feeding signs, scat, burrows, 
tracks, and more. We will 
follow a simple process that 
begins with observation and 
ends with creating a master 
list of who left these signs 
that you can take with you 
out on your next adventure.
  In the event of heavy rain, 

contact the CCCA at the 
email address above to find 
out if the event has been 
postponed.

“Tracking and The Art of Seeing” hike

SoVerA Isaac Newton talk

REGION – I’ve seen it 
happen to homebuyers be-
fore: They fall in love with a 
house, only to lose the bid-
ding war and have to start 
the process over. But the 
right strategy could make 
all the difference in getting 
your offer accepted. Read 
on for my top tips to help 
you win at the negotiating 
table.

Know your budget
  It can feel awkward to talk 

about money, especially if 
you’re not confident in your 
budget. But, when it comes 
to knowing what you can 
afford to spend on a home, 
a guesstimate isn’t good 
enough. A mortgage calcu-
lator can help you under-
stand what your monthly 
payment could look like 
and what could fit com-
fortably into your spending 

plan.
  If you want to know ex-

actly what you could afford, 
I can help you get preap-
proved for a mortgage. This 
could give you a fuller pic-
ture of your budget and help 
your offer look better to 
sellers when they know you 
have the funds to back it up.

What you need to get pre-
approved
  Having your key finan-

cial documents ready to go 
when you apply can help 
speed up the preapproval 
process. The basic docu-
ments you’ll need include 
two years of W-2s or 1099s; 
your two most recent pay-
stubs from the past 30 days; 
additional income records 
(social security, disabil-
ity, child support, alimony, 
etc.); two months of bank 
statements for all financial 

accounts; and a copy of 
your driver’s license.

Create a buying plan
  It’s not uncommon for 

homebuyers to become 
emotionally attached to a 
home after the first show-
ing. That’s why it’s impor-
tant to have a buying plan in 
place so that when you find 
the right home, you are pre-
pared to make an offer. A 
smart buying plan includes 
(1) defined boundaries and 
priorities – list your non-
negotiables and decide what 
you are willing to compro-
mise on; and (2) preparing 
a strategy – understand 

how competitive your target 
neighborhood is by asking 
questions like “how often 
do homes get multiple of-
fers?” and “what is actually 
getting accepted right now 
in my price range?”

Make your offer an easy 
“yes”
  When housing markets 

get competitive, things can 
start to move fast. And sell-
ers aren’t just choosing the 
highest offer; they’re look-
ing at offers that feel certain 
and easy to close. The best 
way to win a bidding war 
is to remove friction and 
make your offer easy to ac-

cept.
  Start by meeting the seller 

on their timeline. This can 
look like asking if they have 
a preferred closing date or 
being flexible if they need 
extra time to move after 
closing. When your time-
line fits their plans, your 
offer could become easier 
to accept with fewer hesita-
tions.
  Avoid adding anything to 

your offer that could give a 
seller a reason to hesitate. 
Extra requests (like includ-
ing appliances), added con-
ditions (like early move-in/
possession), or asking for 

seller-paid concessions 
(like paying for repairs) 
could make your offer feel 
more complicated com-
pared to others. Instead, fo-
cus on keeping your terms 
straightforward, with clear 
and realistic timelines for 
inspections and closings.
  The next time you go 

house hunting, don’t just go 
with the flow. Have a plan in 
place so that you can make 
a confident offer when op-
portunity comes.

  Submitted by Victoria 
Blodgett, PrimeLending, 
Ludlow, Vt.

Tips to win a bidding war
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arts & entertainment

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES
MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600
NEW TIRES TOO!!

(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH

Veteran Owned & OperatedVeteran Owned & Operated

Happy Spring!

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete – Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

800-562-3845 – 603-542-9595 – sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743 

New Hampshire and Vermont’s Largest Auto Recycler!!!

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – Stage 33 Live is run-
ning a Local Curator Se-
ries of shows this summer, 
turning over the room to 
local heroes and letting 
them call the shots. The 
first one is Ezra Holloway, 
born and bred just around 
the corner from Stage 33 
Live in Saxtons River, Vt. 
He’s assembled a rousing 
selection of three young, 
rising bands – A Few 
Fine Gents, Technicolor 

LTD, and Man Made Trag-
edies – who will bring heat 
and energy on Sunday, June 
7, starting at 7 p.m.
  A Few Fine Gents is a 

fusion jam band based in 
Westchester, N.Y., known 
for improvisational jams and 
blending genres.
  Technicolour LTD is a 

crunchy Brattleboro band 
influenced by ‘90s alt post-
rock, post-hardcore, and 
post-punk.
  Man Made Tragedies is a 

well-established and ambi-
tious power trio known for 
their live shows of original 
music that blend punk en-
ergy with raw emotion.
  Tickets are discounted 

in advance through www.
stage33live.com, or can be 
purchased at the door as 
available. Advance tickets 
guarantee entry. Only 40 
tickets will be sold. Advance 
sales will close at midnight 
the day before the show, or 
when 40 tickets are sold.

Stage 33 Local Curator 
Series

LUDLOW, Vt. – 
Friends of Ludlow Au-
ditorium (FOLA) has 
put together a schedule 
of events for some major 
programs this summer 
and fall.
  The offerings will be-

gin with the annual and 
popular Silent Movies 
Festival on Saturday, 
Aug. 22. This season, the 
main feature will be a 
hilarious movie, “Safety 
Last,” starring that silent 
movie comedian Harold 
Lloyd, who may be seen 
hanging from a flagpole 
far above the street. The 
festival will begin with a 
funny short called “Lib-
erty” featuring the silent 
version of Laurel and 
Hardy. Jeff Rapsis will 
return to play the back-
ground music to both 
films with his marvel-
ous music to support the 
movies.
  On Saturday, Oct. 

17, Ludlow will see the 
return of the Enerjazz 
orchestra that promises 
to provide music to get 
those dancing feet mov-
ing, along with some real 
old-timers’ music that 
get feet stomping and 
smiles on your face. The 
orchestra, featuring 17 
great musicians, will also 
feature melodies that 
will remind the audience 

of the great jazz 
age.
  With an elec-

tion coming up 
in November, 
FOLA will con-
tinue its forum 
for the general 
election with 
Vermont Senate 
candidates for 
Windsor Coun-
ty, plus the can-
didates seeking 
the Ludlow, Mount Holly, 
and Shrewsbury house 
seat. This event will be 
held on Thursday, Oct. 15, 
and the moderator will be 
Jim Alic. Questions will be 
asked concerning property 
taxes, school reorganiza-
tions, and numerous events 
currently demanding at-
tention.
  While these events are 

definitely planned, FOLA 
program director Scott 
Stearns indicated that addi-
tional events may be sched-
uled during this period. 
Additionally, a Christmas 
program is being consid-
ered.
  Stearns also indicated 

that FOLA hopes to show 
the opening game of the 
World Cup on June 12, as 
well as the final champi-
onship game, scheduled 
for July 19. This is all sub-
ject to the consent of the 
cup’s leadership to permit 

such coverage. If approved, 
times will be announced in 
the future.
  All events will be held 

in the Heald Auditorium 
at the Ludlow Town Hall. 
They will begin at 7 p.m., 
with doors opening at 6:30 
p.m., unless otherwise 
specified. As usual, these 
events are free, but dona-
tions are appreciated to 
help underwrite the cost of 
the events. For more infor-
mation, call 802-855-8896.

FOLA announces summer 
and fall events

C H A R L E S T O W N , 
N.H. – River Theater Co. 
will present a benefit the-
ater production of E.B. 
White’s classic family fa-
vorite “Charlotte’s Web,” 
adapted for the stage by 
Joseph Robinette, on loca-
tion at The Fort at No. 4 in 
Charlestown, N.H., on June 
13, June 14, and June 20, at 
2 p.m. and 6 p.m. each day; 
and on June 21, at 2 p.m.
  This is the fourth pro-

duction River Theater will 
have produced at The Fort, 
following sold-out shows of 
“A Christmas Carol,” “The 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” 
and “The Crucible.”
  “Each production is 

unique and offers an im-
mersive experience for the 
audience. We’re excited to 
bring a family production 
in the warmer months this 
time around,” says director 
Heidi Fagan. “We’ll start 
outside the Arable’s house 
using one of the buildings in 
The Fort as the background, 
and then the whole audi-
ence will move to ‘Zucker-

man’s’ barn, where a whole 
cast of animals – and one 
spider – will welcome Wil-
bur to the farm. Then we’re 
off to the county fair, and we 
hope to create a nostalgic 
feel as the audience moves 
to that location. Finally, we 
come back to the outside of 
the Zuckermans’ barn for 
the wonderful ending.”
  The cast of 28 local ac-

tors have started rehears-
ing at the town hall theater. 
Rebecca Stewart, who owns 
Pins and Needles Garment 
Co. in Charlestown, will be 
designing the costumes for 
the production. “I’m excited 
to work with Rebecca as we 
come up with a design that 
suggests the personification 
of each animal as well as the 
1940s vintage look that we 
hope to bring to the pro-
duction,” Says Fagan. The 
cast includes Kimberly Ro-
hberon as Charlotte; Alexis 
Johnson as Wilbur; Arley 
Kaehler as Fern; Jeff Sem-
prebon as Mr. Arable; Cyndi 
Stevens as Mrs. Arable; Kei-
ra Landers as Avery; Susan 

Burnett as Edith Zucker-
man; Mike Cirre as Hom-
er Zuckerman; Robert 
Veale as Lurvy; Kayleigh 
Stevens as Goose; Mad-
eleine Regan as Gander; 
Jade Mitchell as Temple-
ton; Lily Bishop as Sheep; 
Rebecca Meeks as Lamb; 
Janet “Jet” Gage as the 
announcer; Finley Scho-
field, Lorelai Putnam, 
and Ryleigh Smolnik as 
baby spiders/ensemble; 
and Elizabeth Blackwell, 
Luna LeBlanc, Sophia 
Mann, Olivia Lemieux, 
Ella Regan, Willa Dur-
rett, Natalie Johnson, and 
Hannah Landers as en-
semble.
  The production is a 

benefit for both nonprof-
its, The Fort at No. 4 and 
River Theater Co. Dis-
counted tickets are avail-
able for families. Tickets 
and information can be 
found on the Fort at No. 
4 website, www.fortat4.
org. Information can also 
be found at www.river-
theatercompany.com.

River Theater Co. 
presents “Charlotte’s 
Web” at Fort at No. 4

CHESTER, Vt. – Once 
again, St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church – the gray church 
at 313 Main Street in Ches-
ter, Vt. – will be holding free 
community croquet on its 
back lawn every Thursday 
evening from June 4 through 
July 30, from 6-7:30 p.m. 
Cornhole and badminton 
will also be available to the 
public. All outdoor activi-
ties are offered to adults and 
children 10 and older who 
are accompanied by a par-
ent. Children under 10 who 
can comply with the rules 
may play if supervised by 
a parent. While the nine-
week session starts on June 
4, people are encouraged 
to attend as many games as 

possible. Teams will be orga-
nized on site. No special skill 
or experience is required for 
this program, but players are 
asked to wear all white or a 
white shirt.
  The community croquet 

program is part of St. Luke’s 
healthy living initiative. 
There is no charge for the 
program, which will include 
nonalcoholic drinks and 
light refreshments. Specta-
tors are welcome, and at-
tendees are encouraged to 
bring lawn chairs, bug repel-
lant, and croquet sets and 
mallets, if available.
  Upon registration, partici-

pants will receive the game 
rules, diagrams for the three 
backyard croquet fields, and 

other helpful hints. St. 
Luke’s volunteers will lay 
out the fields, coach, teach, 
referee, explain scoring, 
and keep statistics. St. 
Luke’s has modified the 
Palm Beach U.S. Croquet 
Association Rules over the 
years to make community 
games easier, clearer, and 
more social. At the end 
of the season, a potluck 
awards banquet tradition-
ally takes place.
  Come celebrate sum-

mer with community cro-
quet at St. Luke’s. For more 
information, please con-
tact Joann Erenhouse at 
802-289-4230 or at joan-
nerenhouse@gmail.com.

Community croquet on St. 
Luke’s back lawn

Members of the Enerjazz orchestra.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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The River Valley Technical Center in Springfield, VT is proud to recognize our Outstanding Students from Quarter
Three of the 25-26 school year. River Valley Technical Center students of the quarter consistently demonstrate
excellence in their academic performance, technical performance, dependability, problem solving, organization,

collaboration, communication, and work ethic.
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