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Powerlifting team proves strength training benefits
older adults ——

BY PAULA BENSON

The Vermont Journal

BELLOWS FALLS,
Vt. - About two years
ago, The Vermont Journal
published a story about
a group of powerlifters,
mostly in their 60s and 70s,
who were breaking records
in competitions across
Vermont, New Hampshire,
and Massachusetts.

Last month, many of
those same competitors
celebrated more wins at
the 2026 annual Can-Am
Championships, held at
Supreme Fitness in Brattle-
boro.

Their trainer, Meg Let-
son, said, “One of the
things I'm most proud of
is that the [2024] compe-
tition...wasn’t a ‘one-hit
wonder! Two years later,
these athletes are still
training consistently, still
competing, and in many
cases lifting better than be-
fore”

Martha Rowley and Pa-

mela Parant, ages 76 and
66 respectively, say they
owe so much of their over-
all good health to regu-
lar strength or resistance
training, especially as they
get older.

“I feel that the consis-
tency has kept me pretty
healthy, both physically
and mentally;” Parant re-
marked. “I am stronger
now than when I started
strength training”

Parant said she is in-
spired by other lifters, like
Rowley. “I think that I will
continue weight training
and powerlifting as long as
I am able. I have already set
a goal for my 70-year-old
self. She will be here before
I know it”

Letson lives and works
on a lovely property in
Bellows Falls, located in
the hills above Rocking-
ham Boulevard, with trails,
gardens, and two cats. She
converted her garage into
a gym about six years ago,
and the space is cozy but

Meg Letson (front) with the team of competitors from the

Can-Am Championships.

well-outfitted. During the
warmer season, Letson
opens the overhead door
and takes her workouts
outside.

An increasing amount
of research points to the
benefits of resistance train-
ing as we age. According
to an article published by
the Mayo Clinic in 2024,
“In addition to building
strength and muscle mass,
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you'll also slow the aging
of your brain, blood ves-
sels, and bones.”

The piece further states,
“resistance training could
slow, and in many cases,
reverse the changes in
muscle fibers associated
with aging. This was even
true in people who didn’t
start resistance training
until after age 70

For the athletes that train

and compete under the
leadership of Letson, those
findings do ring true. Row-
ley maintains the Vermont
and American Powerlifting
Association records for her
division in both deadlift
and bench press. Parant
holds the national record
for squats, and at May’s
Can-Am competition
achieved her personal best,
breaking her own state and
national records. Their
teammates, Chris Lund-
berg, 71, Mike Foster, 63,
and Ashley Cole, 36, also
broke or held state records
at the event.

Letson emphasized, “To
me, that’s the real measure
of a successful strength
program - not just peak
performance, but sustain-
ability, resilience, and
long-term health?”

She continued, “Even
better than a single com-
petition result, this is evi-
dence that strength train-
ing improves quality of
life, preserves indepen-

Springfield Garden Club receives state awards

SPRINGFIELD,
Vt. - Four mem-
bers of the Spring-
field Garden Club
(SGC) attended the
90th Annual Meet-
ing of the Federated
Garden Clubs of
Vermont (FGCV)
on Tuesday, June 9:
Adrienne Faulhau-
ber, SGC president;

Therese Burton,
FGCV central dis-
trict codirector;
Karen Vatne, SGC
awards committee
chair; and Marita
Johnson, who re-
ceived a special
award.

The meeting was held in
the beautiful city of Saint
Albans, Vt., at the Saint Al-
bans Museum, the former
Church Street Academy,
built in 1861. It was hosted
by the Saint Albans Gar-
den Club, and the event
was decorated with vases of
fragrant pink peonies and
baskets of pansies. A tour of

Marita Johnson with her first-place FGCV award.
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Taylor Park followed.

The SGC received four
first-place  awards and
three merit awards. The

first-place awards were for
Yearbook, Window Boxes
and Containers, and Gar-
den Therapy for their work
at Meals on Wheels and the
Adult Day Program. The
fourth first-place award, for

an Individual Within a Club
Who Maintains a Fabulous
Garden, went to Marita
Johnson, for her iris garden
that she has been develop-
ing and maintaining for
almost 50 years. She shares
her iris garden and iris laby-
rinth, which she designed
and built on top of a bed of
moss, with the public every

Bellows Falls Country Club

receives $250,000 gift

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
The Bellows Falls Country
Club (BFCC) is delighted to
announce the transforma-
tive $250,000 naming gift
from the family of the late
Gov. Thomas P. Salmon. In
grateful recognition of the
Salmon family’s incredible
and impactful generosity,
the BECC Board of Trustees
approved the naming of the
course as the Gov. Thomas
P. Salmon Course at the Bel-
lows Falls Country Club.

Salmon was Vermont’s
75th governor, elected for
two terms, serving from
1973 to 1977; founder of
the law firm of Salmon and
Nostrand in Bellows Falls,
Vt.; the University of Ver-
monts 23rd president, serv-
ing from 1991 to 1997; and
a longtime playing member
of BFCC, from 1959 to the

early 2000s, described as “a
friend to all that knew him”
BFCC is immensely hon-
ored to receive this major
gift from the Salmon family.

The landmark gift, as
designated by the family,
will allow BFCC to pursue
several capital improve-
ment projects and purchase
major course equipment
needs that are ever present,
yet are not always supported
by the annual budget. This
remarkable gifts lasting
impact will position BFCC
well into the clubs future
and sustain our journey and
commitment to providing
an outstanding recreational
and social experience for
our members, our guests,
and our community.

On June 7, the course
was officially named the
Gov. Thomas P. Salmon

Course at the Bellows
Falls Country Club, with
the unveiling of naming
signage and a dedication
ceremony honoring the
late governor. An 18-hole
tournament followed the
dedication, with family
members of Anne Salm-
on Darby, Jerry Darby,
Tommy Salmon, Buster
Salmon, Jodie Bisson,
and family friends having
the honors of the first to
tee off on the Gov. Thom-
as P. Salmon Course.
BFCC has a history and
legacy of over 103 years,
and we are profoundly
honored to name the
course for Gov. Salmon,
a distinguished Vermont
leader who dedicated
his life’s work to the bet-
terment of Vermont and
Vermonters.

Part of Marita Johnson's iris garden.

year. The merit awards were
for Best Ongoing Project for
the six garden areas around
town that SGC maintains;
Education - Club Program,
for the OLLI/SGC cospon-
sored talk by Kevin Gard-
ner on stone walls; and a
Youth — Young Gardeners
Award, for their work with
students at Union Street El-
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ementary School.

More information about
the SGC can be found at
www.springfieldgarden-
club.org, and on its Face-
book page, “Springfield
Garden Club of Vermont”
More information about the
FGCV can be found at its
website, www.vermontfgcv.
com.

Rainbow-Palooza
Pride & VegFest —

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
The most colorful event
of the year is here again.
Mark your calendar to
attend Rainbow-Palooza
Pride & VegFest on Sat-
urday, June 27, from 12-5
p.m., on the grounds of
the Springfield Unitar-
ian Universalist Church,
21 Fairground Road in
Springfield, Vt.

Attendees at this free
and family-friendly event
will encounter fun activi-
ties, fascinating vendors
and exhibitors, and an ar-
ray of fabulous speakers.

At noon, Vermont
author Michael Freed-
Thall will talk about his
book “The Queen of
New York,” a historical
novel exploring courage,
friendship, identity, and
resistance across pivotal

moments in 20th-century
American history.

At 1 p.m., a panel of New
England animal advocates
will talk about their work
and how we all can support
them. Speakers will include
representatives from Protect
Our Wildlife Vermont, the
New Hampshire Animal
Rights League, and West-
ern Massachusetts Animal
Rights Advocates, and the
panel will be moderated by
Vine Sanctuary cofounder
pattrice jones.

At 2 p.m., Chery Wylie, of
Vine, will present an inter-
active vegan cooking dem-
onstration.

At 3 p.m., featured speak-
er Aaron Almanza will take
the stage to teach attendees
how to use their creativity

See FEST on Page 2

dence, builds confidence
and community, and, done
intelligently, it’s something
people can continue for
decades”
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‘Spark! Places of

Innovation” opens at
Rockingham Library —

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
The public is invited to visit
the traveling Smithsonian
exhibit “Spark! Places of In-
novation” at the Rocking-
ham Free Public Library,
starting on June 13. All are
also welcome to attend the
“Spark!” open house on
June 27.

“Spark! Places of Innova-
tion” explores the combina-
tion of places, people, and
circumstances that spark
innovation and invention
in rural communities. In-
spired by an exhibition at
the Smithsonian’s Lemel-
son Center for the Study of
Invention and Innovation,
the exhibition features sto-
ries gathered from diverse
communities across the
nation. Photographs, en-
gaging interactives, objects,
videos, and digital stories
bring a multilayered expe-
rience to reveal the leaders,
challenges, successes, and
future of innovation in each

town. Technical, social,
cultural, or artistic — every
sort of innovation story is
as unique as each commu-
nity and will be represented
in ”Spark! Places of Inno-
vation.”

Vermont Humanities has
partnered with New Hamp-
shire Humanities and the
Smithsonian’s Museum on
Main Street program to
bring “Spark! Places of In-
novation,” to small towns in
Vermont and New Hamp-
shire from 2026-2027. Each
state will support three host
sites, and each location
will host the exhibit for six
weeks, starting in Bellows
Falls. The Bellows Falls
exhibit is a collaboration
between the Rockingham
Free Public Library and the
Rockingham Arts & Mu-
seum Project.

The exhibition will be
on display at the Rocking-
ham Free Public Library
in Bellows Falls, from June

13-July 26. The exhibit
will be open to the pub-
lic during the following
hours: Monday-Friday,
from 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.;
Saturday, from 10 a.m. -
2 p.m.; and Sunday, from
12-4 p.m.

All are welcome to at-
tend the “Spark!” open
house at the Rockingham
Free Public Library, on
Saturday, June 27, from
11 am. - 1 p.m. Enjoy
“Spark!” meet new and
old neighbors, fill your
plate with sweet treats,
and spend time enjoying
this amazing exhibition
and seeing what innova-
tive new ideas it might
spark.

For more information
about “Spark!” and other
programs, call 802-463-
4270, visit www.rocking-
hamlibrary.org, or stop
by the library at 65 West-
minster Street, Bellows
Falls, Vt.

Democratic candidates
forum in Bellows Falls

BELLOWS FALLS,
Vt. - The Rockingham
Democratic Committee

will host a Windham-3

Democratic candidates fo-
rum at the Moose Lodge,
59 Westminster Street in
Bellows Falls, on Wednes-
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Windsor Counties since 1984.
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day, July 1, starting at
6:30 p.m. There are
three Democratic can-
didates running in the
Aug. 11 primary for the
two Windham-3 seats,
which encompass West-
minster, Brookline, and
Rockingham. The three
Democratic candidates
are the incumbent Mi-
chelle Bos-Lun and two
new candidates: Chris
Lundberg and Stephen
Major. The forum is
open to all Windham-3
residents. The forum
will also be streamed
live on FACT TV.

BUILDERS, INC.

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT

www.barrsbuilders.com

General Contracting
Construction

Excavating

Congolese rumba
documentary screening

at Springfield Library —

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
On Tuesday, June 30,
at 5 p.m., Root Sound
Productions will pres-
ent a special screening
of the documentary
“Congolese Rumba” at
the Springfield Town Li-
brary.

Congolese rumba is
more than just a musical
style; it is a living mem-
ory, a cultural identity,
and an African heritage
celebrated around the

world. Born from the meet-
ing of African rhythms
and Afro-Caribbean influ-
ences, it has inspired gen-
erations and shaped music
across Africa and beyond.
This special screening
will give audiences the op-
portunity to discover the
rich history of Congolese
rumba, its cultural and
economic impact in Cen-
tral Africa, its internation-
al influence, and the im-
portant role music plays in

preserving traditions and
bringing people together.

The evening will also
feature a tasting of authen-
tic Congolese coffee, of-
fering guests a chance to
experience the flavors of
the Congo in a warm and
musical atmosphere.

Admission to this event
is free and open to the
public. To sign up for a re-
minder, visit www.spring-
fieldtownlibrary.org/calen-
dar.

Paul Dana highlights
workforce development
efforts for Springfield Rotary

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Members of the Spring-
tield Rotary Club recent-
ly welcomed Paul Dana,
subtractive engineer for
The Manufacturing Col-
laborative, who spoke
about the organizations
efforts to strengthen
Vermont’s manufactur-
ing workforce and sup-
port economic growth
throughout the region.

During his presenta-
tion, Dana discussed the
critical role manufactur-
ing plays in Vermont’s
economy and outlined
how The Manufacturing
Collaborative is help-
ing to address workforce
and capability shortages
connecting students, job
seekers, educators, and
employers, and to pro-
vide advanced contract
manufacturing. The or-
ganization works with
manufacturers across the
state to promote career
opportunities, provide
training resources, and
develop pathways into
high-demand manufac-
turing jobs.

Dana emphasized that
modern manufacturing
offers a wide range of re-
warding careers that re-
quire advanced technical
skills and provide com-

tion.

Paul Dana makes
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petitive wages and opportu-
nities for advancement. He
shared examples of partner-
ships between manufactur-
ers, schools, and workforce
development organizations
that are helping prepare the
next generation of skilled
workers.

“The future success of
Vermont  manufacturing
depends on attracting and
developing talented em-
ployees,” Dana said. “By
working together, educa-
tors, businesses, and com-
munity organizations can
help ensure that manufac-
turers have the workforce,
technologies, and capability
they need to thrive”

Rotary Club members
learned about initiatives
designed to introduce stu-
dents to manufacturing ca-
reers, support apprentice-
ships, and help employers

recruit and retain qualified
workers. Dana also high-
lighted the importance of
manufacturing to local
communities, noting the
industry’s contribution to
job creation, innovation,
and economic stability.

The Manufacturing Col-
laborative serves manufac-
turers throughout Vermont
by fostering collaboration,
promoting workforce de-
velopment, and supporting
initiatives that strengthen
the states manufacturing
sector. To learn more about
The Manufacturing Col-
laborative, visit www.them-
fgcollaborative.com/blog/
vermont-leaders-tour-
manufacturing-collabora-
tive.

The Springfield Rotary
Club is part of a global net-
work of Rotary clubs dedi-
cated to community ser-
vice and civic leadership.
Springfield Rotary Club
continues to host speakers
who inform, inspire, and
connect members to mean-
ingful service opportunities
both locally and beyond.

The Springfield Rotary
Club meets every Tuesday,
at 12 p.m., at the SAPCC
Workforce Development &
Training Center. For more
information, visit www.
springfieldvtrotary.org.

FEST
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to express their views. Al-
manza is the executive di-
rector of the National LGBT
Helpline and the initiator

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS
ﬁm&m* oo!o!o%

DEPOT HOME CENTER
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Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. « Charlestown, NH 03603
Tel: 603-826-3251 « Fax: 603-826-5336

of numerous creative initia-
tives, such as Little Queery
Free Book Bike.

An activist since the
1990s, Almanza says that
“the current climate is scary
and incredibly unpredict-
able, but the only way for-
ward is together” His inter-
active workshop will allow
attendees to make their own
protest signs.

Taking action will also be
the theme of the day’s final
speaker, Vermont State Sen.
Becca White. At Rainbow-
Palooza, White will offer
practical encouragement to
LGBTQIA+ people consid-
ering public service, advo-
cacy, organizing, or running

Throughout the event, a
supervised children’s activ-
ity area will offer arts-and-
crafts projects. Vendors like
New Leaf Eats and Hid-
den Bean Bakeshop, and
nonprofit exhibitors such
as HCRS, PFLAG, and the
Vermont Workers Center
will showcase their wares
and information. For those
who dont have money to
spend, a free vegan lunch
will be served starting at 1
p.m.

This event is sponsored
by Vine Sanctuary in coop-
eration with the Springfield
Town Library and the Na-
tional LGBT Helpline. Visit
www.rainbowpalooza.org
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Track athletes compete
at championship

NORTH BERWICK,
Maine - Athletes from Fall
Mountain Regional High
School, Green Mountain
Union High School, and
Springfield High School
competed in the New Eng-
land Outdoor Track & Field
Championships on Satur-
day, June 13, at Noble High
School in Maine.

Fall Mountain junior Eli-
jah Bodanza had the top
finish among local competi-
tors, placing 14th overall in
the 1,600-meter run in 4
minutes, 18.74 seconds.

Bodanza was two seconds
faster than he was at last
weeks New Hampshire
Meet of Champions, which
propelled him to a second-
place finish in his heat.
Green Mountain senior
Wyatt Koch was the only lo-
cal athlete who competed in
two events, placing 20th in
discus with a distance of 142
feet, 11 inches, and 22nd in
javelin with a distance of
152 feet, 7 inches. Koch was
second amongst Vermont-
ers in discus, finishing just
2 inches behind St. Johns-

SAPA TV to air
graduation marathon ——

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
SAPA TV, the public access
station serving Springfield,
Weathersfield, Chester, and
Reading, invites viewers to
relive spring events of years
past with two upcoming Sat-
urday marathons.

On June 27, SAPA will re-
run all the Green Mountain
Union High School gradua-

tions from 2014-2025 in or-
der, starting at 7 a.m. On July
4, SAPA will rerun its (un-
fortunately incomplete) set
of Springfield High School
alumni parades from 2015-
2025 twice, starting at 9 a.m.,
with an encore at 3 p.m.

The marathons will air on
SAPAS’ public channel, view-
able on Comcast channel

bury’s Jeremiah Watson.

Also finishing second
among Vermonters was
Green Mountain sopho-
more Isidora Gibson,
who placed 27th in jav-
elin with a throw of 101
feet, 8 inches.

Springfield also fea-
tured two athletes com-
peting, with senior Gage
Quimby tying for 30th
in high jump and junior
Harper Palmer placing
32nd in shot put with a
distance of 29 feet, 4.75
inches.

1077 and VTel channel
160. Those without cable
subscriptions can also
watch the public channel
as an internet livestream
at www.sapatv.org. Indi-
vidual local programs can
also be viewed through
SAPAs free video-on-de-
mand service at the same
wesite.

Weathersfield Library
awarded America 250 grants

WEATHERSFIELD,
Vt. - The Vermont 250th
Anniversary Commission,
Vermont Arts Council, and
Vermont Humanities have
announced a second round
of funding, injecting an
extra $79,025 into 36 com-
munity projects across the
state. These newly awarded
grants support history, arts,
and culture initiatives com-
memorating Vermont’s
unique role in the 250th an-
niversary of the American
Revolution. Combined with
grants previously awarded
in December 2025, the three
organizations have awarded
$141,900 to support Amer-
ica 250 projects in Vermont.

Among the newly sup-
ported projects are historical
society and museum pro-
grams on Revolutionary
War history in Bennington,
Peacham, and Norwich; a
music festival in Middle-
bury; a statewide poetry
project with Vermont Poet
Laureate Bianca Stone; and
a theater production in
Weathersfield.

“We applaud the com-
munities  behind  these
36 projects, which offer a
meaningful  opportunity
to pause and consider how
the American story contin-
ues to unfold locally,” said
Commission Chair Laura

V. Trieschmann. “By ex-
ploring history through the
arts and humanities, they
encourage communities to
look inward, connect deeply
with our shared past, and
consider how revolutionary
ideals still shape our identity
today”

The grants were awarded
through the Vermont Hu-
manities Project Grants
and Rapid Response Mini-
Grants process, with fund-
ing provided by the 250th
Anniversary Commission,
the State of Vermont, the
National Endowment for the
Arts, and private donors.

“Connecting to our shared
past through the arts and
culture is a meaningful way
to engage Vermonters in
complex conversations con-
nected to this important
anniversary. The Vermont
Arts Council is delighted
to partner with the 250th
Anniversary Commission
and Vermont Humanities
to bring these opportunities
to communities across our
state,” said Vermont Arts
Council Executive Director
Susan Evans McClure.

“We are delighted to be
supporting projects in all
corners of Vermont for
thoughtful projects using the
humanities to consider the
complex stories surround-

ing American history. We
will continue to welcome
additional project pro-
posals connected to this
milestone national anni-
versary and the upcom-
ing 250th anniversary of
the Vermont Republic
said Vermont Humanities
Executive Director Chris-
topher Kaufman Ilstrup.

A limited amount of
funding for America 250
projects remains avail-
able through Vermont
Humanities. Grant ap-
plications for projects as-
sociated with the 250th
anniversary of the Ver-
mont Republic, founded
in 1777, are also encour-
aged.

The next project
grant deadline is Sept.
9. For more informa-
tion, visit www.vermon-
thumanities.org/grants/
for-applicants/project-
grants. Rapid Response
Mini-Grants are awarded
monthly on a rolling ba-
sis. More information can
be found at www.vermon-
thumanities.org/grants/
rapid-response-grants.

For additional grant op-
portunities related to the
250th anniversary, visit
www.anniversary250.ver-
mont.gov/grant-opportu-
nities.

Local athletes receive

all-league honors

REGION - Several ath-
letes from Bellows Falls
Union High School,
Green Mountain Union
High School, and Spring-
field High School re-
ceived all-league honors
from the Southern Ver-
mont League (SVL) for
their contributions this
spring.

After advancing all the
way to the Division III
state finals, the Bellows
Falls baseball team leads
the way locally, with six
players on the All-SVL
squad.

Honorees are listed be-
low:

Baseball, SVL B Divi-

sion First Team - Bellows
Falls: Jaden Bazin, Steve Jos-
lyn, and Jake Tostrup; Green
Mountain: Evan Farrar.
Baseball, SVL B Division
Honorable Mention - Bel-
lows Falls: Jacob Kissell,
Jackson Fletcher, and Tim
Fletcher; Green Mountain:
Liam Heybyrne, Mason
Parker, and Logan Williams.
Baseball, SVL B Division
Coach of the Year - Bob
Lockerby, Bellows Falls.
Baseball, SVL C Division
First Team - Springfield:
Garrett Brickey and Logan
Merrow.
Baseball, SVL C Divi-
sion Honorable Mention —
Springfield: Carter Streeter.

Softball, SVL B Divi-
sion First Team - Bellows
Falls: Jaelyn Fletcher, Grace
Hayes, and Brie Mulverhill;
Springfield: Ryleigh Thayer
and Haleigh Goodrich.

Softball, SVL B Division
Honorable Mention - Bel-
lows Falls: Brook Parker;
Springfield: Charlotte Keefe
and Addie Snide.

Girls tennis, SVL First
Team - Bellows Falls: Myl-
eigh Illingworth and Anny
King.

Girls tennis, SVL Hon-
orable Mention - Bellows
Falls: Avery Dole.

Girls Tennis, SVL Coach
of the Year - David Chesley,
Bellows Falls.

Windsor County Democrats
announce candidate forums

REGION - The Wind-
sor County Democrats
are pleased to announce
upcoming public can-
didate forums featuring
Democratic contenders
for the 2026 Vermont
governor race, Windsor
District Senate races, and
for the Windsor County
sheriff race.

The forum for Demo-
cratic candidates for Ver-
mont governor will be
held Tuesday, June 30,
from 6-7:30 p.m., at the
Woodstock Town Hall
Theater, 31 The Green,
Woodstock, Vt. This fo-
rum will offer voters a
valuable opportunity to
hear directly from candi-
dates Amanda Janoo and
Aly Richards. This event
is additionally cospon-
sored by the Town of
Woodstock Democratic

Committee.
The forum for Demo-
cratic candidates for

Windsor County sheriff
will be held Wednesday,
June 24, from 6-7:30
p-m., at the Sharon Con-
gregational Church,
Sharon, Vt. The church
is located directly ad-
jacent to the Interstate
89 Exit 2 park and ride,
where attendees will find
plenty of parking. There
are three Democratic
candidates for sheriff:
Chris Norton, of Spring-
field; Claude Weyant,
of Windsor; and Joshua
Lake, of Chester. This
event is additionally co-
sponsored by the Town
of Sharon Democratic
Committee. At this time,
this is the only known
public forum prior to the
August primary election
for this important race
for Windsor County.

Local writer publishes three books in June

REGION - It has been a
busy month for Ralph Pace,
resident of Rutland, former-
ly of Ludlow. He has man-
aged to have three original
books published in June.

Pace, a resident at the Ga-
bles, is a retired information
technology specialist.

In early June, his first
book, “Chronicles of a
Grumpy Old Man,” was
published. It is the story of
an old man in a retirement
home who decides that life

is something “beyond wait-
ing for you maker;” as the
author put it.

In mid-June, he released
his second book, “Mission
to the Kingdom,” about an
American family’s adven-
tures in Saudi Arabia as the
husband works to install the
first computer system in the
kingdom.

Finally, at the end of the
month, Pace released a very
different story, “Anatomy of
a Conspiracy” This is a story
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about a major discovery in
space travel and how others
seek to steal it.

When asked what his next
book would be, Pace sim-
ply indicated that he didn’t
have the slightest idea what
would be forthcoming. He
observed, “I think my mind
needs a rest. I'll just wait un-
til it is fresh enough to con-
sider new challenges”

All publications consist
of three different formats -
hardcover, paperback large
print, and eBook/Kindle —

800-831-8883

all available through Ama-
Zon.

There are six Demo-
cratic candidates running
for three Windsor Dis-
trict Vermont State Senate
seats. A forum with these
candidates will be held on
Saturday, June 27, from
2-3:30 p.m., at the Great
Hall in the historic Fel-
lows Gear Shaper building,
now the North Star Health
Center, 100 River Street in
Springfield, Vt. The ma-
jority of parking is located
at the rear of the building,
accessed via Pearl Street.
The Senate candidates in-
clude two incumbents, Ver-
mont State Sen. Joe Major,
of Hartford; and Vermont
State Sen. Becca White,
of Hartford, with four ad-
ditional candidates Ben
Brickner, of Pomfret; Ver-
mont State Rep. Elizabeth
Burrows, of West Windsor;
former Vermont State Rep.

Heather Chase, of Chester;
and Chris Dube, of Hart-
ford. This event is addi-
tionally cosponsored by the
Town of Springfield Demo-
cratic Committee.

The Windsor County
Democratic Committee
is committed to promot-
ing civic engagement and
strengthening the demo-
cratic process by providing
opportunities for Vermont
voters to connect with
candidates and elected of-
ficials.
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DIAMOND POINT WEALTH PARTNERS
Formerly Huntley Financial Services
Derek Karner

802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

ities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately
owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced

here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

MORNINGSIDE
Service Station

* Custom Exhaust with Warranty
* Full Service Repair Facility
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Celebrating Pride

Join us as we celebrate PRIDE, June 27,
from 3-7 pm. Enjoy added store hours.

Visit with artists Betsy Johnson and Lauren
Deloreto, both with pieces for purchase.

Finally, a fashion show by Spirits of Fashion,
Karen Antonowicz, highlighting pride fashion.

26 The Common, Chester, VT

WATER WELLS & PUMPS
FAST SERVICE

# 1 CHOICE FOR WINDHAM & WINDSOR COUNTIES

www.CushingandSons.com

Our 54th Year
Locally Owned & Operated

FREE ESTIMATES

SITE LOCATION ¢« HYDROFRACKING
PUMP INSTALLATION « GEOTHERMAL

WE DO THE ENTIRE JOB
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Kelsey Fillion receives
Eileen Austin Neal

Nursing Schola

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
The 21st annual Eileen
Austin Neal RN Memorial
Scholarship for Nursing
of $1,000 was awarded to
Kelsey Fillion, of Walpole,
N.H. Fillion is a graduate of
Fall Mountain High School
and will study nursing in
the fall at the University
of Vermont. “This schol-
arship would mean abso-
lutely everything, as it will
allow me to pursue my goal
of furthering my education
in the health care field,” Fil-
lion said. “T like that I will
be able to make an impact
on a patient’s life during a
vulnerable time” Fillion
found her passion in nurs-
ing throughout different
experiences during high
school and looks forward
to extending the education
she receives to future pa-
tients under her care.

Eileen Austin Neal was a
registered nurse at Spring-
field Hospital for 64 years,
retiring in 2005. She was
the first recipient of the
hospital’s George F. Leland
Community Health Award
in 2003. In 2004, the hos-
pital established the Eileen
Austin Neal Spirit of Nurs-
ing Award, given to a staff
nurse, in recognition of her
many years of dedicated

rship —
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Kelsey Fillion, award winner (center) is presented with
the Eileen Austin Neal scholarship by CEO Bob Adcock

(right).

service.

Upon her death in Feb-
ruary 2006, at the request
of Neal’s family, Spring-
field Hospital established
the nursing scholarship
fund in her name with gifts
received in her memory
from Neal’s family as well
as from community mem-
bers.

“The family and friends
of Eileen have been very
generous in supporting
this scholarship and are
proud to keep the memory
of Eileen alive in this way.
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RIVERSIDE
DENTISTRY

BELLOWS FALLS, VT

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

SAME-DAY EMERGENCY CARE AVAILABLE

192 Rockingham Street
Bellows Falls, Vermont

(802) 463-3187
www.riversidedentistrybf.com

admin@riversidedentistrybf.com
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T0 SCHEDULE YOUR ()

APPOINTMENT!

/\

PHOTO PROVIDED

Supporting the educa-
tion of our young people
is essential, and Spring-
tield Hospital is honored
to be a part of awarding
this scholarship,” says
Robert Adcock, CEO of
Springfield Hospital.
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Spring Lake Ranch new

psychiatrist

SHREWSBURY, Vt. -
Spring  Lake Ranch
Therapeutic Community
(SLR) announces a new
addition to its psychi-
atric team, Dr. Dustin
Dippen, MD. Psychiatric
care is an important part
of SLR’s treatment model,
which blends traditional
interventions with na-
ture-based work therapy
for adults experiencing
mental health challenges.

Dippen will join SLR’s
psychiatric nurse practi-
tioner, Donald Grenier,
MSN, APRN, PMHNP-
BC, to serve residents
on the main campus in
Shrewsbury and in the
aftercare program, lo-
cated in Rutland. He
brings a diverse slate of
experience,  including
clerkships with Patch
Adams and the Mayo
Clinic. He has held po-
sitions at research hos-
pitals and rural clinics,
in private practice, and,
most recently, inpatient
psychiatry at Brattleboro
Retreat.

Dippen grew up in

Wisconsin and has lived in
England, South and Central
America, and the Bahamas.
He finished his medical ed-
ucation at the University of
Vermont and now lives in
Middlebury with his family,
where he enjoys small-scale
farming and woodworking
in his time off. SLR invited
Dippen to its team due to
his diverse approach to
medicine and astute under-
standing of how individu-
ally complex mental illness
can be.

“I am honored and ex-
cited to join the team at
Spring Lake Ranch as con-
sulting psychiatrist,” says
Dippen. “Throughout my
career, I have been drawn to
approaches that recognize
the whole person, not just a
diagnosis, and Spring Lake
Ranch’s longstanding com-
mitment to healing through
meaningful work, commu-
nity, and personal growth
embodies that philosophy
in a remarkable way.

“What makes Spring Lake
Ranch special is its belief
that recovery happens not
only through excellent clin-

ical care, but also through
connection, purpose, and
belonging. I look forward
to collaborating with the
talented staff, residents,
and families who make this
community so unique, and
to supporting individuals
on their journeys toward
greater wellness, resilience,
and hope”

This change in staff-
ing comes as SLR’s long-
time provider Dr. Jennifer
Fauntleroy, MD, moves to-
ward retirement. Her many
years of service and com-
mitment to the ranch’s mis-
sion have positively impact-
ed generations of residents.

Spring Lake Ranch Ther-
apeutic Community is a
residential treatment facil-
ity in the Green Mountains
of Vermont. The ranch has
been providing transforma-
tional care to adults expe-
riencing mental health and
substance use challenges
since 1932. For questions,
contact Rose McCracken,
development and com-
munication  director, at
rosem@springlakeranch.
org or 802-772-8342.

A night of hope brings community

together at Bliss Farm - T

CHESTER, Vt. - The
Vermont Chapter of the
American  Foundation
for Suicide Prevention
(AFSP) hosted its first
annual “Night of Hope”
on Friday, June 12, at
Bliss Farm in Chester,
bringing together nearly
60 community members
for an evening of con-
nection, remembrance,
music, and support for
suicide prevention.

Set against the beau-
tiful backdrop of Bliss

@
FOOD SHELF™

BLACK RIVER GOOD
NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday,

10 AM-3 PM

Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

“We are here to hely”

Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

Neighborhood Connections is holding a fundraiser

catered by Sugar Bob’s, with island-themed cocktails, ~
and entertainment by the Blue Flames Steel Band!

The Blue Flames will transport you to the Caribbean Islands

via melodies filled with sun, sand and swaying palm trees.

You're invited to join us for an evening of friendship,
laughter, and fun as we celebrate to a Calypso
Admission is $45 per person.
Ticket purchases may be mailed to Neighborhood Con
PO Box 207, Londonderry VT 05148.
For credit card purchases, go the donation link on o

website, NCVermont.org

and put “Caribbean Night” in the memo field.

Farm, guests enjoyed tasty
food and beverages, and
live music by The Dock
Rockers. The evening of-
fered a meaningful op-
portunity to celebrate the
longer days of June while
helping Vermont step out
of the darkness and into
a shared commitment to
hope, healing, and suicide

prevention.
Together, attendees, do-
nors, volunteers, hosts,

partners, and musicians
helped raise more than
$7,500 to support AFSP’s
mission to save lives and
bring hope to those af-
fected by suicide. Proceeds
will help sustain suicide-
prevention education, sur-
vivor support, advocacy,
and community-based pro-
grams across Vermont.

The American Founda-
tion for Suicide Prevention
is a leading national non-
profit organization dedi-
cated to understanding and
preventing suicide through
research, education, advo-
cacy, and support for those

affected by
suicide. The
Vermont
Chapter
works locally
to deliver
prevention
programs,
educate the
public about
risk  factors
and  warn-
ing signs,
raise  funds
for  suicide
research and
programs,
and reach
out to those
who have lost
someone to
suicide.
“Every
person who
attended, volunteered, do-
nated, bid on an auction
item, or simply showed up
helped light up the night,”
said Sally Hespe, AFSP
Vermont-area director.
“We are deeply grateful for
this community’s generos-
ity and for the many ways

Hespe.

AFSP Vermont-area Director and Andover
resident Sally Hespe with her husband, Bill
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Vermonters continue to
share their time, talents,
and compassion in support
of suicide prevention.”

For more information
about AFSP Vermont or
ways to get involved, con-
tact Hespe at shespe@afsp.
org or 802-417-9385.

VITL

VITL is anindependent nonprofit

98.9%

of Vermonters have their
health data available to
their doctors for better
care and outcomes.

Learn your options
vitl.net/sharing
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SERVICES

Leo Iozzo, 2026

ALSTEAD, N.H. - Leo
lozzo, 89, passed away
peacefully at his home on
Saturday, June 13. He was
a loving husband, father,
mentor, teacher, hard work-
er, and a true friend. He will
be greatly missed by many
for his wit, charm, and hu-
morous outlook on life.
He is survived by his two

children Damon lozzo, of
Keene, N.H.; and Sharonlee
Tozzo, of Alstead, N.H.

A celebration of life will
take place later this sum-
mer.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

SERVICES

Third Congregational Church UCC, River St.
Sunday worship begins at 11 a.m. Communion is the
first Sunday of each month. For more information, email
alsteadthirdchurch@gmail.com, call 603-835-6358, or

go to www.facebook.com/Third-Congregational-UCC-
Church-of-Alstead-NH-120645387960916.

Brownsville Community Church, 66 Brownsville-
Hartland Rd.

Sunday service is 9:30 a.m., held in the church with
reduced occupancy or streaming online at www.
facebook.com/brownsvillecommunitychurch and www.
brownsvilleumc-vt.org.

Vision of Light Church of Spiritualism and Healing,
P.O. Box 133, Windsor

The Sunday service is at 10 a.m. with Lay Pastor

Dawn Hancy via Zoom. Sign up for the Vision of Light
newsletter and Zoom links on Facebook @VOLChurch.

United Church of Bellows Falls, UCC, 8 School St.
Worship service starts at 10 a.m. every Sunday. All are
welcome to attend. Following the service, there will be
a time of refreshments. Many other services are offered
throughout the week. If you have any questions or want
to learn more, call 802-463-4323, visit the church, or
find them on Facebook.

Charlestown Seventh-day Adventist Church, 242
Main St.

Saturday Services include Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. and
Worship Service at 11:15 a.m. and a healthy lunch for
all after the service. All are welcome, call 603-276-2383
for more information.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 313 Main St.

Services are on Wednesdays, from 5:30-6 p.m.; and
on Sundays, from 10-11:30 a.m., both in person and
by Zoom, followed by coffee hour. All are welcome.
Handicapped accessible. For a link to the Zoom service
or more information about services and events, please
visit www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org.

Andover Community Church, 928 Weston-Andover
Rd.

Sunday school at 9:30 a.m. and worship service

10:45 a.m. For more information, go to www.
andovercommunitychurch.org.

Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church, 99 Sullivan St.
Worship is Sunday at 9:30 a.m. and Wednesday and
Saturday at 5 p.m. in person. For more information, go
to www.hroc.org.

Grafton Community Church, 55 Main St.
Worship begins Sunday at 10 a.m. View sermons
on Zoom. For more information, go fo www.
graftoncommunitychurch.org or call 802-843-2346.

Second Congregational Church of Londonderry,
2051 N. Main St.

Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. in person or online. Fill
out a form at www.2ndcongregationalchurchvt.org to be
sent a link to the live stream.

Annunciation Catholic Church, Corner of Depot and

High St.

Masses are celebrated on Saturday at 4:30 p.m. and on
Sunday at @ a.m. For further information, see our website

at churchoftheannunciation.org, or call us at 802-228-
3451.

United Church of Ludlow (UCC and Methodist), 48
Pleasant St.

The United Church of Ludlow is an Open and Affirming
Church of the United Church of Christ, and a Reconciling
Congregation of the United Methodist Church. Everyone
is truly welcome here, without exception. Sunday service
is held at 10 a.m., in person and on Zoom, followed

by a fellowship hour. Call 802-356-8046 for more

information or for the Zoom link.

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, 90 Park St.
Sunday Liturgy is 9:30 a.m. and Saturday vespers at 5
p.m. For more information, call 802-885-2615 or Parish

Lisa M. Kinney, 1973-2026

CHARLESTOWN,
N.H. - Lisa Marie (Buf-
fum) Kinney, 53, passed
away on June 12, 2026, af-
ter a courageous battle with
cancer, surrounded by the
love of her family.

Born on May 18, 1973, in
Keene, N.H., Lisa was the
daughter of Joyce (Kathan)
Giroux and the late Neal
Paul Buffum. Through-
out her life, Lisa exempli-
fied kindness, creativity,
strength, and an unwaver-
ing devotion to her family.

She shared 32 wonderful
years of marriage with her
beloved husband, Bruce
Kinney. Their love story
began with a blind date ar-
ranged by mutual friends,
a simple introduction that
blossomed into a lifetime
of love, partnership, and
friendship, creating a home
filled with warmth, laugh-
ter, and cherished memo-
ries.

Lisa dedicated herself
wholeheartedly to raising
their daughter, Olivia. As
a stay-at-home mother, she
devoted her time to Olivia’s
education, growth, and
development. She viewed
homeschooling not simply
as teaching, but as an op-
portunity to instill a love of
learning, strong values, and
confidence in the young
woman Olivia is today. Lisa
took immense pride in her
family and the home she
lovingly created for them.

An avid reader and life-
long learner, Lisa could of-
ten be found with a book
in hand and a cup of her
favorite Earl Grey tea near-
by. She also enjoyed wa-
tercolor painting, finding
joy and peace in express-
ing her creativity through
art. She cherished family
barbecues, gatherings with
loved ones, and making
memories with family and
friends.

One of Lisas favorite
places in the world was
Cabo San Lucas, Mexico.
She loved the beauty of
the ocean, the warmth of
the sun, and the special
moments spent there with
those she loved most.

Lisa is survived by her

Lisa M. Kinney, 1973-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

husband of 32 years, Bruce
Kinney; her daughter, Ol-
ivia Kinney; her mother,
Joyce Giroux, and her
husband, Mike Giroux;
her half-brother, Andrew

Hutchings; her mother
in-law, Sharon Martin;
her sisters-in-laws, Julie

Tewksbury, June Walker,
and Alyssa Rhoades; sever-
al aunts and uncles, nieces
and nephews, and cousins;
and many extended family
members and dear friends
who will forever cherish
her memory.

Though ovarian can-
cer ultimately claimed her
life, it never diminished
her spirit. Lisa faced every
challenge with grace, cour-
age, and determination,
inspiring all who knew her
through her strength and
love for her family. She will
be deeply missed, forever
loved, and never forgotten.

Calling hours will be held
on Saturday, Aug. 15, at 10
a.m., at Stringer Funeral
Home in Charlestown,
N.H. A funeral service will
begin at 11 a.m., followed
by graveside burial servic-
es. Family and friends are
invited to join in a celebra-
tion of life following the
burial services.

The family extends heart-
felt gratitude to the doctors,
nurses, caregivers, family
members, and friends who
provided support, comfort,
and compassionate care
throughout Lisa’s illness.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made
to the American Cancer
Society in honor of Lisa
and in support of the ongo-
ing fight against cancer.

Family of Barbie Kurkul
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Frank P. Wingate, 1935-2026

LUDLOW, Vt. - Frank
Poucher Wingate, 90, of
Ludlow, Vt., passed away
peacefully at his home on
Lake Rescue, on May 20,
with his beloved wife of 68
years, Anne, at his side.

Frank was born in 1935,
to Frank Sr. and Avice (Pip-
er) Wingate, in Orange,
N.J. He grew up in White
Plains, N.Y., and spent
summers at the home that
his grandfather and great-
grandfather, Ralph and
Nelson Piper, built on Lake
Rescue in 1905, fostering a
deep love for lake life and
Vermont.

Frank attended Williams
College, where he studied
American history and liter-
ature, and played basketball
and football. In a fortuitous
and memorable moment
during his senior year, he
met the love of his life,
Anne Lynch. Frank and
Anne married in 1958, and
after several years moved to
Collinsville, Conn.

Frank worked in busi-
ness in New York and Con-
necticut before deciding to
teach American history at
Canton High School and
coach football. He later
served as research direc-
tor at the State Capitol and
loved telling the story of
once flying a paper airplane
from beneath the Capitol’s
gold dome. He worked in
banking before spending
the final years of his ca-
reer writing policy for the
Department of Children
and Families, work that he
found both meaningful and
challenging.

A passionate student
of history, politics, and
public policy, Frank was a
thoughtful conversation-
alist whose curiosity and
knowledge enriched the
lives of those around him.
He was also known for his
unwavering loyalty to the
New York Giants — win or
lose.

Retiring in 1995, Frank
and Anne moved perma-

nently to Vermont after
their son, Daniel, trans-
formed the family’s long-
time Lake Rescue cottage
into a year-round home
where generations of fam-
ily could gather and create
lasting memories. Frank
continued to contribute his
time and passion to vari-
ous causes and served on
the Lake Rescue Associa-
tion board for many years,
working to eliminate mil-
foil from Lake Rescue.

Frank leaves behind a
legacy of deep love for his
family, for Lake Rescue, and
for the beauty of nature. He
will be greatly missed by all
who knew him.

He is survived by his
wife, Anne Wingate; his
daughter, Lisa Wingate
Geissler, and her husband,
Frank Geissler, of Farming-
ton, Conn.; his daughter-
in-law, Cheryl Wingate, of
Tolland, Conn.; and four
grandchildren, Karissa
Wingate and her husband,
Daniel Keener, of Willing-
ton, Conn., Casey Wing-
ate and his wife, Alyssa, of
Tolland, Conn., Michael
Geissler, of Orlando, Fla.,
and Emma Geissler and
her husband, Peter, of Den-
mark. He was also blessed
with three great-grandchil-
dren, Melody Wingate, and
Saydra and Arden Keener.

Frank was predeceased
by his beloved son, Daniel
Wingate, in 2022.

Services will be held
at Old Parish Church in
Weston, Vt., on July 18, at 2
p-m., and at First Church of
Christ, Congregational, in
Farmington, Conn., on July
25,at2 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, the
family asks that memorial
donations be made to your
favorite organization or
charity. We hope that those
wishing to honor FranK’s
memory spend time en-
joying the outdoors, the
beauty of Vermont, and
the company of family and
friends.

at 12 p.m.

OBITUARIES: A 200-word obituary is $100, and
$0.60 per word thereafter. A photo is an additional
$20. Email to editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday

CHURCH SERVICES: We run Church Services on
an alternating schedule. Subject to space. All services
are posted online at www.VermontJournal.com.

J

thanks community

The family of Barbie Kurkul wishes to thank the commu-
nity for its outpouring of love during this difficult time. We
are deeply moved by the kind words, shared stories, beau-
tiful flowers, and donations to local charities in Barbie’s
name. We are immensely grateful to those who celebrated
her, and to all who choose to live with joy, positivity, au-
thenticity, and a generous heart, just as Barbie did.

SERVICES CONT.

Council President Thomas Barton at 802-263-5719.

Springfield United Methodist Church, 10 Valley St.
Worship begins at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. Springfield
United Methodist Church welcomes everyone! The church
can be reached at 802-885-3456.

Unitarian Universalist Church, 21 Fairground Rd.
Sunday Services are at 10 a.m., in person and on Zoom.
For more information, go to www.uuspringfieldvt.org.

Holy Family Parish, St. Mary’s Church, 10 Pleasant
St.

Sunday Mass at 9 a.m. Weekday Mass Monday and
Friday, at 9 a.m.; and Tuesday, at 5:30 p.m. Confessions
at 6 p.m. For more information, contact stmarys05156@
gmail.com, call 802-885-3400, or visit www.
holyfamilyvermont.com.

45 TAYLOR HILL
ATHENS, VT 05143

T AYLOR EXCAVATING LLp

TRUCKING & EXCAVATING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS, LAND CLEARINGS, DRIVEWAYS
COMPLETE HOUSE SITES
LANDSCAPING, WALL BUILDING
LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905 802-289-1508
DAN

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

David Chaves
EXCAVATING

Family Owned & Operated Scuce 1950

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish
Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT
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SINCE 1917

Butcher's Classic Pack
4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
4 PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)

4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

81081XEL separately $323-93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE s12999

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399 | 1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 81081XEL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last.
Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area.
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 26M8931 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

Scan Now To Order
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OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399
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JUNE 25 -
BRATTLEBORO, Vt. — On
Thursday, June 25, at 7

p.m., Alexander Fischer, CS,
will give a Christian science
talk entitled “How Spiritual
Perception Brings Healing,”
at First Church of Christ,
Scientist, 57 Putney Road in
Brattleboro. This talk is free
and open to the public. Visit
www.csbrattleboro.org for
more information.

LONDONDERRY, Vt. - The
Second Congregational
Church of Londonderry,
2051 North Main Street,

is announcing its second
community lunch of 2026
on Thursday, June 25, at 12
p.m. This time the delicious
fare will be meatloaf with
mushroom gravy, salad,
macaroni and cheese, corn,
dinner rolls, and dessert.
Our servers will cater to
your every need. All are
welcome. A free-will offering
will be gathered. No takeout
is available; we want fo see
your smiling face. For more
information, please call the
church office at 802-824-
6453.

PUTNEY, Vt. — Pefer Gould
and friends will celebrate
the release of “Part for the
Hole” with a launch party
and reading on Thursday,
June 25, at 6 p.m., at

the Putney Public Library,
55 Main Street in Putney.
In addition to reading

from the novel, Gould

will perform his original
song “Song for Artists,”
accompanied by longtime
musical collaborator John
Ungerleider. Copies of the
book will be available for
purchase and signing. The
event offers a chance fo
experience both the literary
and musical dimensions

of Gould's advocacy for
the arts, a theme that runs
throughout “Part for the
Hole.” On every page, the
novel explores the value of
creative work — for the artist,
the supporter, the audience,
and the society at large.

JUNE 26 -

CHESTER, Vt. — There

will be a Caribbean

Night fundraiser for
Neighborhood Connections
on Friday, June 26, from 5-7
p.m., at Sugar Bob's Finest
Kind, 92 Vermont Route
11, with island-themed
cocktails and music by the
Blue Flames Steel Band.

For more information or to
purchase tickets, contact
Neighborhood Connections
at info@ncvermont.org or

802-824-4343.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. -
Cruzin will play a live show

through 21.

TWO RIVERS SUPERVISORY UNION
2026-2027 Child Find Notice

The Two Rivers Supervisory Union (TRSU) is required by
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act to locate, evaluate, and identify
persons with disabilities from birth through age 21, who
may be in need of special education, related services or
accommodations in order to access a free appropriate public
education and provide such needed services for those ages 3

Services for eligible children ages’ birth through 3 years are
provided through the Children’s Integrated Services-Early
Intervention program. Services for eligible children ages 3
to 21 are provided by your local supervisory union.

Two Rivers Supervisory Union serves the towns of Mount

at the Charlestown Senior
Center, 223 Old Springfield
Road, on Friday, June 26,
from 6:30-8 p.m. Bring @
lawn chair and friend, and
join us for a fun evening of
free music.

JUNE 27 -

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — The
Springfield Area Parent
Child Center Duck Run will
be held on Saturday, June
27, from 4-7 p.m., at 80
Jack and Jill Lane.

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
“Intro to Mixed Media
Collage” will be held on
Saturday, June 27, from

10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., at
Claremont MakerSpace,

46 Main Street. A mixed-
media collage is a visual
art form that combines
various materials — such as
paper, fabric, photographs,
stamps, cardboard, and
found objects — onto a
single surface to create

a layered, textured
composition. Students will
leave class with at least

one completed collage and
an understanding of the
process. There will probably
be time to complete more
than one collage. Please
note that all our classes
have a minimum number of
registrants required, so don't
wait o sign up at www.
claremontmakerspace.org/
events/#levent/2026/
6/27 /an-introduction-to-
mixed-media-collage.

WESTMORELAND, N.H. -
Celebrate summer at the

Blooms, Books, and Crafts
event at the Westmoreland
United Church, 9 South
Village Common, on
Saturday, June 27, from 9
a.m. — 2 p.m. Browse the
Common, where 22 vendors
will be offering a wonderful
variety of items, including
artwork, knitred goods,
plants, soaps, antiques,
toys, jewelry, baked treats,
crystals, and much more.
While you're here, be sure
to visit the silent auction

in the Fellowship Hall;

The Thrift Shoppe, open
downstairs; and the bake
sale hosted by Ladies Aid,
featuring homemade pies,
brequ, and other baked
goods. Delicious food will
be available throughout the
event, including breakfast
sandwiches, hamburgers,
and hot dogs. All proceeds
benefit Westmoreland
United Church and the
Westmoreland Ladies Aid
Society.

JUNE 30 -

LUDLOW, Vt. — Paul
Anderson will speak about
the Revolutionary War at
the Black River Academy
Museum, 14 High Street, on
Tuesday, June 30, at 7:30
p.m. Light refreshments will
be served.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The
Springfield Garden Club
will host a Liberty Tree
dedication ceremony on
Tuesday, June 30, at 5
p.m., at the Crown Point
Country Club. There will

PUBLIC NOTICE
Two Rivers Supervisory Union
Ludlow, VT
Destruction of Information Process

The Two Rivers Supervisory Union (formerly Windsor
Southwest Supervisory Union and Rutland Windsor
Supervisory Union), encompassing the Vermont towns
of: Andover, Baltimore, Cavendish, Chester, Ludlow, Mt.
Holly and Plymouth, will be conducting a Destruction of

The Vermont Journal

LEGAL NOTICES

be a reception inside the
clubhouse ofterward. The
Liberty Tree was a famous
elm free that stood near
Boston Common and

was a rallying point for

the growing resistance to
British rule. In 1775, the
British cut it down to quell
resistance, and Liberty Hall
was subsequently erected
on that spot. Liberty Trees
are now being planted to
honor that legacy through
the 250th Sons of the
American Revolution Liberty
Tree Project, with the goal
of planting 250 elm trees
across the country by July 4.
So far, there have been 266
trees planted, including three
in Vermont.

JULY 4 -

LUDLOW, Vt. — America’s
250th birthday celebration
in Ludlow, Vt., will be

held on Saturday, July

4. There is still fime to

be in our 1776-themed
parade; contact cochairs
Kim Lampert at 802-228-
4000 or kimberlylampert@
bensonschevy.com, or Penny
Wu at 802-228-2860 or
pwu@ludlow.vt.us.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — The
Springfield Stars & Stripes
7.4K and 4K run and

walk will take place at

the Toonerville Trail, at
8:30 a.m. This event is a
fundraiser for the Springfield
High School cross-country
program. Advance
registration is discounted

at www.runlikeardy.com/
races/ starsstripes. You may
also register the day of the
run.

THURSDAYS -

CHESTER, Vt. - The Black
River Memory Cafe is held
on the first Thursday of

each month, at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church, 313 Main
Street, from 11 a.m. — 1

p.m. The memory cafe is free
to attend, snacks included,

and offers a safe and
comfortable space where
caregivers and their loved
ones living with dementia or
Alzheimer’s can socialize,
listen to music, play games,
and enjoy other appropriate
activities. For questions,
please call 802-885-

2669 or 866-673-8376,

or email memorycafe@
seniorsolutionsvt.org.

TYSON, Vt. — The Tyson
Ladies Aid Library
Association meets the first
Thursday of each month,
typically at the Tyson Library.
Lunch is served at 11:30
a.m. and meetings start

at noon. New potenticl
members are always
welcome. Please call Janine
Norman at 802-228-8764
for more information or to
verify meeting location.

FRIDAYS -

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. -
Main Street Arts, 35

Main Street, will hold the
“Originals & Tradifionals”
Open Mic Night on the
fourth Friday of every month,
from 7-9 p.m., hosted by
musician Putnam Smith.
Sign-ups begin at 6:30

p.m. All material should be
original or “fraditional” (i.e.,
in the public domain). Each
performer can perform two
songs or up to 10 minutes,
whichever comes first. If

you have any questions,
please contact Smith at
putnamsmith@gmail.com.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Join us
on Main Street, from 5-8
p.m., every fourth Friday

in May, June, July, August,
September, and October.
Events feature a vibrant
downtown experience filled
with local vendors, live music
in the park, and plenty

of activities for everyone

fo enjoy. Presented by
Springfield on the Move,
Copper Fox, and Gallery ot
the Vault.

Holly, Ludlow, Cavendish, Baltimore, Andover and Chester.

If you know a child residing in the towns within the TRSU
that you believe may have such needs and are not currently
receiving services, please contact the Director of Student
Support Services at Two Rivers Supervisory Union, 609
VT Route 103 South, Ludlow, VT 05149 or call the Special
Education Office at 802-875-3365.

The Two Rivers Supervisory Union does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, sex, sexual orientation, and national
origin, place of birth, disability, age, creed, gender identity
and marital status. Information obtained during Child
Find remains confidential as required by Vermont Special
Education Regulations and the Family Educational Rights to
Privacy Act.

Students with a disability who live in one of the towns listed
above and who attend an approved private school, contact
Mary Barton, Director of Student Support Services for
TRSU at 802-875-3365 for more information.

STATE OF VERMONT
WINDSOR COUNTY, SS.

NOTICE OF SALE
Amy Pratt and Jonathon Pratt
Jon K. Spaulding
Parcel # 232017.200

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and
mortgagees of lands in the Town of Chester, in the County
of Windsor and State of Vermont, are hereby notified that
the taxes assessed by the Town for the years 2015, 2016,
2017, 2018, 2019, and 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, and
2025 remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid on the
following described land in Town to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to
Amy Elinor Pratt, Jonathon R. Pratt, and Jon K. Spaulding
by Warranty Deed of Arthur E Fournier, Trustee of

the Restatement of Trust of the Arthur FE. Fournier, Sr.
Revocable Trust Agreement Dated January 10, 2011, dated
July 19, 2013, and Recorded in Book 147, Page 118 of the
Town of Chester Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at
the Town Office in Chester, Vermont, a public place in said
Town, on the 30th day of June 2026, at eleven oclock in the
forenoon, as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with
costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Chester, in the County of Windsor and State of
Vermont, this 26th day of May 2026.

Attest:
Julie Hance
Collector of Town and
Town School District Taxes

Information process commencing on July 20, 2026. Special
Educational Records and personally identifiable information
used under the Individual with Disabilities Educational Act,
but no longer needed to provide educational services to
students will be destroyed. Only records for students with
a Date of Birth year of 1998 will be destroyed. All records
before that date have been destroyed in previous years.
Any person desiring their Special Education records must
put that request in writing so that the Director of Student
Services receives your letter no later than June 26, 2026.
Please send your request to:

Mary Barton

Director of Student Services

TRSU

609 VT Route 103

Ludlow, VT 05149

Please include the following information in that request:
Student Name (if there has been a change of name, include all names)
Student Date of Birth

Town of Residency when enrolled in school

This process does not apply to records of currently enrolled
students. Please feel free to call this office with any questions
at 802-875-6425.

STATE OF VERMONT
WINDSOR COUNTY, SS.

NOTICE OF SALE
467 Depot Street, LLC
Parcel # 585056

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and
mortgagees of lands in the Town of Chester, in the County
of Windsor and State of Vermont, are hereby notified that
the taxes assessed by the Town for the years 2024 and 2025
remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid on the following
described land in Town to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 467
Depot Street, LLC by Trustees Deed of Ronald P. Farrar
Successor Trustee of the Arthur P. Farrar and Aili R. Farrar
Revocable Trust Dated July 20, 2001, dated March 4, 2022,
and Recorded in Book 228, Page 8 of the Town of Chester
Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at
the Town Office in Chester, Vermont, a public place in said
Town, on the 30th day of June 2026, at eleven oclock in the
forenoon, as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with
costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Chester, in the County of Windsor and State of
Vermont, this 26th day of May 2026.

Attest:
Julie Hance
Collector of Town and
Town School District Taxes

SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT
301 SOUTH STREET

SPRINGFIELD

SCHOOL DISTRICT

SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT 05156
WWW.SSDVT.ORG <

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR...
mmm) A MEANINGFUL CAREER

APPLY EEE)  FAMILY FRIENDLY HOURS

TODAY =) COMPETITIVE WAGES

m==)  EXCELLENT BENEFITS

PHYSICAL PLANT SUPERVISOR, SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS, SCHOOL
PSYCHOLOGISTS, SPEECH LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST, INSTRUCTIONAL
PARAEDUCATORS, CUSTODIAL STAFF AND SUBSTITUTES

UPDATED SUBSTITUTE PAY STRUCTURE!!

STATE OF VERMONT
WINDSOR COUNTY, SS.

NOTICE OF SALE
FDW Enterprises, LLC
Parcel # 312021

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and
mortgagees of lands in the Town of Chester, in the County
of Windsor and State of Vermont, are hereby notified that
the taxes assessed by the Town for the years 2024 and 2025
remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid on the following
described land in Town to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to FDW
Enterprises, LLC by Warranty Deed of Michael J. Wood.
dated April 6, 2023, and Recorded in Book 238, Page 203 of
the Town of Chester Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at
the Town Office in Chester, Vermont, a public place in said
Town, on the 30th day of June 2026, at eleven oclock in the
forenoon, as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with
costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Chester, in the County of Windsor and State of
Vermont, this 26th day of May 2026.

Attest:
Julie Hance
Collector of Town and
Town School District Taxes
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LEGALS

Dear Editor,

The Town of Springfield and
Springfield High School have
a variety of beautiful historic
murals around town and in
the school created by students.
While Lisa Murray was an art
teacher at Springfield High
School, she worked with stu-
dents to research, plan, and cre-
ate these murals. She also had
students reproduce art by differ-
entartists on the walls in the high
school.

I have heard that there are
plans to paint over some of these
works in the high school. I am
asking parents, former students,
and teachers to speak out to
save this work. It can be painted

Dear Editor,

Vermont’s 2026 legislative
session was adjourned Friday,
May 29, in the early evening. It
concluded in a flurry of all the
critical “must-pass” bills being
passed.

It was a poignant week and
last day for me. It was my final
end-of-session week full of last-
minute negotiations, bills we
worked hard on failing on the
floor or because of a procedural
delay, attempted amendments
being scuttled, and the big
bills - the education transfor-
mation bill, H.955; the fiscal
year 2027 budget, H.951; and
the fiscal year 2027 yield/edu-
cation tax bill, H. 949 - pass-
ing with little debate, on voice
votes. Barring a veto session
later in June, I cast my last vote
in the General Assembly, which
was to adjourn, “sine die”

My heart was full as I gave
my farewell speech. I spoke of
the overwhelming gratitude I
feel after 22 years of public ser-
vice - it has been the honor of
a lifetime to serve the people of
the Windsor District and Ver-
mont. I am full of gratitude for
the trust my constituents have
placed in me to make big deci-
sions on their behalf; gratitude
for being given the opportunity
to grow my public service; grat-
itude for being given the gift
of getting to know Vermont so
much better and to appreciate
how, despite our differences, we
share and value more in com-
mon than we realize; gratitude
for being able to solve problems
for constituents; gratitude for
the pride and satisfaction I feel
in having helped pass so much
important policy which has
had very real impacts on Ver-
monter’s lives.

I ended by sharing my joy
in working with all of my col-
leagues, in the most functional
legislature in the country, in the
most beautiful Statehouse in
the country. I encouraged my
colleagues, most of whom will
be returning, to work inten-
tionally to build the commu-
nity so essential to maintain-

around.

When we walked into the
building at the start of the school
year in the late 1990s, works
in the lobby had been painted
over. Students and staff were
dismayed. Lisa was duly upset,
because if the work was deterio-
rating, it would be a great project
for students to learn to restore art
and could become a class project.
Student work should not just be
painted over without consider-
ing the history and opportunity
to turn it into a new project.

Sincerely,
Doris Jewett, former teacher
Springfield, Vit.

ing the trust and respect that
enables this functionality - all
of which is essential to a vibrant
democracy.

Overall, it was a very produc-
tive session. We've advanced
the second phase of education
transformation in a bill which
garnered support from all par-
ties and the governor, and man-
aged to agree upon and pass a
$9.3 billion fiscal year 2027
budget. This was a very tight
budget year, and it was impres-
sive we came together to pass
this bill unanimously.

I can be reached by email
at aclarkson@leg.state.vt.us,
by phone at the Statehouse at
802-828-2228, or at home at
802-457-4627. To get more in-
formation on the Vermont Leg-
islature and bills, visit the legis-
lative website, www.legislature.
vermont.gov.

Sincerely,
Sen. Alison Clarkson
Windsor District

BUYING/
SELLING

CLEAN OUTS +
MORE

BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper
$$, Vintage Sports Postcards,
Comics. See our displays at
antique centers in Chester and
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available.

EZ-Dump Enterprises has a
15-yard dump trailer available.
We're also here for heating
equipment, appliance removal,
home/storage unit clean outs,
stump grinding, and refinishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfield, Vt. area. Call /text
802-376-1168 or email ezdump.

CLASSIFIEDS start at $20 per week.
DIRECTORY LISTINGS start at $150 for 13

weeks, for approximately a 20-word listing.

bl@gmail.com.

HELP WANTED

LUDLOW, Vt. — CAREGIVER -
COMPANION, six hours per
weekday during ski season for
mildly handicapped wife. Kindly
call or text 717-215-9703 or
email  rayhedger@hedgerand-
hedger.com.

FOR RENT

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. = Furnished
Tbr short term rental, $1,500/

June 24,2026 | 7

mo, includes utilities. Please call

781-956-9562.

FOR SALE

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Selling
1972 Moto Guzzi Eldorado 850
motorcycle. $9,000 or best offer.
Please call 781-956-9562.

WANTED

CAVENDISH, Vt. — Horse literate
person wanted to assist lady car-
riage driver several times a week

in Cavendish. 802-226-7364.

Email ads@vermontjournal.com with your listing today

HELP WANTED - TOWN LISTER

The Town of Rockingham seeks applicants for an appointed
Town Lister position through the next Town Meeting
election. Approximately 20 hours per week, $27-$45 per

records, assisting with assessments, and supporting the
Grand List. Applicants must be residents of the Town of
Rockingham and registered voters. Experience in real estate,
appraisal, assessment, GIS, or municipal administration is
helpful but not required.

Submit a letter of interest and résumé to Heather Hitchcock,
P.O. Box 370, Bellows Falls, VT 05101, or resourcemanager@
rockbf.org. Position open until filled. The Town of
Rockingham is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

hour, training provided. Duties include maintaining property

TOWN OF LONDONDERRY

for part-time (5 hours per week) Transfer Station Attendant
to work on Sundays. Backhoe experience preferred.

Applicants are asked to submit a required Employment
Application, which can be found in the Employment section
of the Town web site: https://www.londonderryvt.gov/
employment.

Submit via email to townadmin@londonderryvt.gov or mail
to: Town of Londonderry, 100 Old School Street, South
Londonderry, VT 05155.

Position opened until filled. The Town of Londonderry is an
equal opportunity employer.

The Town of Londonderry, Vermont is accepting applications

ARTICLE 1

ARTICLE 2

i

WARNING FOR THE LONDONDERRY TOWN MEETING

The legal voters of the Town of Londonderry, Vermont, are hereby notified and warned to meet
at the Town Hall, 139 Middletown Road, South Londonderry in Londonderry, on Wednesday,
July 22, 2026, at 6:00pm to act on the following Articles, namely:

BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED FROM THE FLOOR:
Beginning at 6:00 p.m., the following business will be transacted from the floor:

Shall the Town raise and appropriate a sum not to exceed $81,000 for the
purpose of funding, in part, the salary and benefits of the General Office Manager, a portion
of which salary and benefits will be shared by all Departments within the town?

To transact any other business that may legally come before the Meeting.

Dated at Londonderry this 15th day of June 2026.

Selectboard of the Town of Londonderry

D\

Thomas Cavanagh, Chair Ja

‘es Ameden, Jr., Vi

James Fleming

AV 4
Leanne Alexander

Received for the record this 15th day of June 2026

( ,M Allison Marino, Town Clerk

Ypage

P

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

TOWN AND VILLAGE OF LUDLOW, VERMONT
Planning & Zoning Department

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Zoning Clerk
Part-Time | 20 Hours Per Week

About the Position

The Town and Village of Ludlow is seeking a motivated and
detail-oriented individual to join our Planning & Zoning
Department as a part-time Zoning Clerk. This is an excellent
opportunity for someone interested in local government, land use
planning, or municipal administration.

The Zoning Clerk will provide essential administrative and
clerical support to the Planning & Zoning Director and the
Development Review Board (DRB), helping to ensure the efficient
processing of permits, applications, and public meeting materials.
This is a part-time position at 20 hours per week. Schedule is
flexible within normal business hours and will be determined in
coordination with the Director.

Key Responsibilities

« Receive, log, and file zoning and land use permit applications;
maintain accurate permit tracking records.

o Assist with records management, including organizing and
maintaining physical and digital files.

« Conduct basic research and records lookup in support of permit
review and compliance inquiries

« Assist in preparing agendas, packets, and meeting materials

for the Development Review Board (DRB) and Planning
Commission.

o Answer and direct incoming phone calls; respond to general
inquiries from applicants, property owners, and the public.

o Greet walk-in visitors and provide initial assistance or referrals.
« Assist with data entry, correspondence, and general office tasks
as directed.

« Support posting of public hearing notices and other required
notifications.

« Assist the Director with special projects and other duties as
assigned.

Minimum Qualifications

« High school diploma or equivalent required; associate’s degree
or coursework in public administration, planning, or a related
field preferred.

« Prior administrative, clerical, or office experience required;
municipal government experience a plus.

« Strong organizational skills and attention to detail.

« Proficiency with Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Outlook) and
general office equipment.

« Excellent communication skills, both verbal and written.

« Ability to interact professionally and courteously with the public,
applicants, and staff.

« Ability to maintain confidentiality and work independently with
minimal supervision.

Compensation & Benefits

« $20-$25/hour commensurate with experience

o Able to earn accrued part-time sick leave based on the State of
Vermont’s percentage for each hour worked in every pay period.
« 13 paid holidays per year

Additional Information

For additional information about this position contact Ms. Erin
Ladd, Director of Planning & Zoning at: 802-228-4870, or email
Erin eladd@ludlow.vt.us

How to Apply

Interested applicants should submit the following to the Town and
Village of Ludlow, Planning & Zoning Department:

o A cover letter describing your interest in the position and
relevant experience

« A current resume

Submit in person, by mail, or email* to:

Town and Village of Ludlow, ATTN: Town Manager Penny Wu
PO Box 359, 37 Depot Street, Ludlow, VT 05149

» pwu@ludlow.vt.us

Application Deadline: Open until filled. First review of
applications will begin July Ist.
The Town and Village of Ludlow is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Art Crafts Gifts

(12/9/26 - 52)

OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5

(07/15/26 - TFN - 13 )

CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM

Discover your creative side - Workshops, studio hours, youth
camps, and private events for everyone!

Ludlow, VT 802-228-8770 www.CreateTogetherVT.org

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St, Springfield VT 802-885-7111

galleryvault.org

A Watery World in Wood Carvings by Tom Franklin
Carvings of whales, narwhals, dolphins, puffins, and loons -
on display and for sale until July 15.

Open Wall - On the Wild Side until July 15.

Builders/Contractors

cialty.” 802-376-7000.
(07/22/26 - 13)

A & J’'S TREE SERVICE

No job too big or too small. Also offering general contracting.
Free Estimates & Fully Insured. “Dangerous Trees are our Spe-

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing. finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville.

802-558-5267.
(08/12/26 - 13)

Campground

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026 + 2027! REASONABLE RATES!

802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com.

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemol! Large

Private Sites!
(08/26/26 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC

Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-

226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10a.m. -5 p.m.
(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)

MOORE MASONRY

Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls,
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates.
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.

(10/07/26 - 26)

Organic Lawn & Land Care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN

We’re Different- Our organic lawn and garden care brings
peace of mind for the family, friends and critters using your
yard. Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet,
so you can relax while we do the hard work.

Fence Installations - Expert, best-quality fence installations
with references available. Call Today!

Driveway Repairs & Drainage Work- Does your driveway need
some TLC? Call Green Bee!

We're fully insured, reliable and priced right. Reach Out Today
to secure your spot in our 2026 schedule! Phone, text or email:
802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com

(09/16/26 - 26)

Tools

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC

Navy Seabee Veteran owned. We pride ourselves on cus-
tfomer service, and getting the job done right the first time. We
are looking to book up our season. Decks, custom tile shower,
siding, doors, windows, drywall, foundation repair, you name
we do it. Check us out on Instfagram @nedthehammer. Ned
Mortensen, cell 802-376-3275, edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.
(03/17/27 - 52)

Masonry

DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stfone Masonry Applications including veneer,
walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 37 years ex-
perience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or stoneart49@gmaiil.

com or visit drcstonedesign.com.

(08/19/26 - 13)

$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$

Reynolds Antique Tools

PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.

802-579-5891 or 802-732-8071.
(09/16/26 - 13)
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Free summer nature

programs for kids

REGION - The Na- o
ture Museum is excited
to again offer free en-
vironmental education
programming at local
libraries, made possible
through the generous
support of Great River
Hydro. Called Sum-
mer Unplugged, these
engaging,  hands-on
programs with experi-
enced educators take
place at public librar-
ies in Springfield, Vt.;
Chester, Vt.; Charles-
town, N.H.; Walpole,
N.H.; and the Bellows
Falls Fish Ladder and
Visitor Center in Bel-
lows Falls, Vt., through-

2

Nature Museum.

Students will build fairy houses at one of
the free nature programs hosted by The

PHOTO PROVIDED

out the summer months.
Designed to highlight
the unique ecology and
landscape of northern New
England, this series of sev-
en programs is geared for
students in pre-K through
elementary grades, and
individuals of all ages are
encouraged to attend and
participate. Beginning the
week of June 24 and ending
in August, program top-

ics include beavers, owls,
squirrels and chipmunks,
and fairy house building.
Each session will last for
45 minutes and will include
an exploration of artifacts,
a story, and opportunities
to engage with expert edu-
cators and ask questions
about nature-related top-
ics. See the full schedule for
times at all five locations at
the Nature Museum web-

Buffum

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

BARRETT
&VALLEY

REAL ESTATE SERVICES rl

NEWLY RENOVATED ON 1.5 ACRES!

OPEN HOUSE | 3078 VT ROUTE 10 | CHESTER
SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 9:30-11:00 AM
This well-maintained property in Chester is in close proximity to many
of Vermont’s ski mountains. Inside you will find a light-filled home with
two levels of living and a lower walkout level ready to finish. Outside, you
will find established gardens in a park-like setting with a gazebo, garden
shed and even a second garage.

fa Call or Text Listing Agent Ty Murray
at 802-777-8047 for more information

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation
www.KelleyRealEstate.com

802-228-5333

i —~

ESTATE SALE!
Boat Guy Marina on 5 acres with deep water frontage on the
Connecticut River. Business includes real estate, equipment, and
inventory. The main building is 87'x 50, two stories, houses an office,
retail show room, service & repair bays, and storage area. The second
floor has a custom built 2,500 sq/ ft. apartment with a large deck
overlooking the river front, plus 1,850 sq. ft. partially finished area
currently being used as storage. The detached newest building is 48’
x 48, w/ 3 bay boat storage area with 16’ clearance. There are 12 boat
docks for lease and room for more. This is a rare find and one of the few
marinas on the river with miles of miles of navigable waterways.

$999,000

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL PROPERTIES
AVAILABLE IN VERMONT AND NEW HAMPSHIRE
New Hampshire 603-542-5188
Vermont 802-674-6311
email: dchabot@townandcountryrealty.com
website: www.townandcountryrealty.com
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site, www.nature-
museum.org.
“The Walpole
Town Library has
been  fortunate
to host the Sum-
mer Unplugged
program since its
inception.  This
cherished sum-
mer tradition has
become a favorite
among our fami-
lies. Undoubtedly,
the highlight for
everyone is the
hands-on objects
Jocelyn  brings
to share and ex-
plore,” says librar-
ian Julie Rios.
No registration is
necessary for these pro-
grams. Library programs
will be held outdoors,
providing ample space
for everyone to enjoy, and
will move indoors in case
of inclement weather.
The Nature Museum
invites the community
to join these free pro-
grams to unplug, dis-
cover, and learn about
the wonders of our local
natural world. For more
information about Sum-
mer Unplugged and up-
coming programs and
locations, please visit The
Nature Museum’s website
or the hosting libraries.
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West, Saxtons, and
Williams rivers Tactical
Basin Plan comments ——

LONDONDERRY, Vt. -
The Vermont Department
of Environmental Conser-
vation (DEC) invites the
public to comment on the
draft Tactical Basin Plan
(TBP) for the West, Wil-
liams, and Saxtons riv-
ers basin, aka Basin 11.
DEC completed the plan
with local nonprofits, re-
gional planners, town of-
ficials, and scientists. The
plan outlines more than
75 ways to restore and
protect rivers, lakes, and
wetlands within a portion
of Vermonts Connecti-
cut River basin, covering
towns from Mount Holly
to Brattleboro.

Members of the public
can review and comment
on the draft plan from
June 15 - July 15. DEC
will host hybrid public
meetings to present the
plan and hear comments
from community mem-
bers and stakeholders.

An in-person meeting
will be held on June 25, at
6 p.m., at the Londonder-
ry Town Office, 100 Old
School ~ Street,  South
Londonderry, Vt. Regis-
ter in advance at forms.
gle/9FbULFu5B4RE4
L9S8 for virtual access

to this meeting. You will re-
ceive a confirmation email
with details on how to join
the meeting.

“The Tactical Basin Plan
for the West, Williams, and
Saxtons rivers basin will
guide clean-water efforts
for the next five years,” said
DEC Commissioner Misty
Sinsigalli. “In light of that, it
is critical that we hear from
community members. We
will use their feedback to en-
sure the plan resonates on a
local level”

Tactical Basin Plans
serve as five-year roadmaps
and detail how DEC will
continue to improve wa-
ter quality, restore aquatic
habitat, and prevent future
pollution throughout the
basin; and work alongside
farmers, towns, conserva-
tion districts, landowners,
watershed groups, regional
planning commissions, and
nonprofits to advance clean-
water projects and water-
shed resilience.

The draft plan for the West,
Williams, and Saxtons rivers
basin highlights measures
to safeguard water quality
during agricultural, develop-
ment, wastewater, and natu-
ral resources activities. For
example, DEC-funded River

Corridor Plans and Storm-
water Master Plans outline a
range of projects; lakeshore
projects can reduce ero-
sion and enhance habitat by
using no-mow zones and
shoreline best practices; and
other projects can reduce
stormwater runoff by using
underground infiltration
systems.

“The Tactical Basin Plan
is a critical tool for identify-
ing priority areas for protec-
tion and restoration work in
the watershed,” said Cory
Ross, district manager for
the Windham County Natu-
ral Resources Conservation
District. “As a conservation
district, we will use this plan
to inform the projects that
we develop, design, and im-
plement”

Visit the Basin 11 web-
page, www.dec.vermont.
gov/water-investment/
watershed-planning/basins-
and-planners/basinll,  to
learn more about how to
comment, join the meetings,
view the draft plan, or find a
map-based plan summary,
aka Story Map. You can also
contact Watershed Plan-
ner Marie Caduto at Marie.
Caduto@Vermont.gov  or
802-490-6142 for more in-
formation.

Friends of Skitchewaug hike and picnic—

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
On Saturday, June 27, the
Friends of Skitchewaug will
host a history hike and a
bring-your-own-food  pic-
nic. The hike is moderately
challenging and will last
about two hours. We will

meet at the Ferguson Farm,
220 Spencer Hollow Road in
Springfield, at 10 a.m. Wear
comfortable clothing and
footwear that can get wet,
as we may encounter some
water and/or mud. Be sure
to bring sunscreen and bug

Primelending
Purchase | Refinance | Renovation

VICTORIA BLODGETT

PRODUCTION MANAGER | NMLS: 179656

@ vbprimelending.com

< vblodgett@primelending.com
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173 Baltimore Road
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Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

FIBER INSULATION ¢ ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

BUILDING &
MODERNIZING
CENTER

LAMBERT
SUPPLY CO. INC.
YOUR ONE STOP

409 Main Street * 603-542-5111
CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743
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spray. Hiking sticks or poles
can be useful.

We will be walking near
Skitchewaug Mountain, for-
mer home of the Abenaki
people, and along an un-
paved portion of Crown
Point Road that was built
during the French and Indi-
an War. We will visit a small
cemetery from that time pe-
riod.

After the hike, we will end
up at the Ferguson Farm,
where you are invited to
join us for a picnic. Please
bring your own food and
drink. There is a refrigerator
there, running water, and
flush toilets. Keith Ferguson
has offered us the use of the
pavilion for free, and we ap-
preciate this generous offer.

The Friends of Skitch-
ewaug started with a neigh-
borhood walk by two people
who live in this historically
and environmentally rich

area. It has grown into a
group which is committed
to celebrating this area and
its history and scenic beauty.

The history hike is one
of the fun and enriching
activities intended to cel-
ebrate the beauty of this
part of Springfield. The
group plans to learn and
share more about the stone
walls of the area; gardening,
which will include pollina-
tor plants; and the Spencer
Hollow Schoolhouse, which
is perhaps the oldest surviv-
ing brick schoolhouse in
Vermont.

The Friends of Skitch-
ewaug have started what will
be a series of personal his-
tories from residents in the
area. For more information,
visit www.fosvt.org. You
can also find the Friends of
Skitchhewaug on Facebook.
You do not have to live lo-
cally to be a member.

Palmer H. Goodrich Il - Chester, VT 05143 - 802-875-2819

Complete Site Work - Foundations - Septic Systems - Drainage
Driveway Construction & Maintenance - Asphalt Milling
Gravel - Sand - Topsoil - Field Mowing - Brush Mulching

NEW CONSTRUCTION
AND REMODELING

WoodWright

Contracting
JOHN WRIGHT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand . Gravel . Stone
Shurpac - Topsoil - Fill

5,000 Ib. Hydraulic
Hammer for
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

© PO Box 914.Chester.VT1.05143
© woodwrightvt@gmail.com
® 802/236.1627

R.E. HINKLEY CO., INC.
8 Lane Ridge Rd. « PO. Box 832
Claremont, NH 03743

Heating Oil « Kerosene « Diesel Fuel
Propane - Air Conditioning « Plumbing
Systems Design « Installation & Service

~ Fully Insured ~

www.rehinkey.com

24/7 Emergency Service (603) 543-3571
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New solo shows at Canal

Street Gallery

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Canal Street Art Gallery
presents the Edward Kings-
bury III solo show, the MC
Noyes solo show; and the gal-
lery’s newest working artist,
Debbie A. Barton, all open
June 19 - Aug. 9. All gallery
events are free and open to
the public. For wheelchair
accessibility, call 802-289-
0104.

Canal Street Art Gallery
welcomes Barton, its newest
working artist with a studio
within the gallery. Barton,
based in Springfield, Vt.,
uses collage, quilting, and
journaling to reflect the art-
ists love of rural New Eng-
land, nature, train travel,
vintage fabrics, and untold
stories. The artist prefers to
use thrifted, dead stock, or
otherwise unwanted papers,
textiles, and other materials
that were headed to landfills

but have stories yet to be told
beyond the tragedy of waste.

Kingsbury, based in Keene,
N.H,, is a self-taught artist
making large abstract acrylic
paintings, intricate drawings,
and printed digital work of
abstract studies in color and
pattern. For Kingsbury, mak-
ing art is an expression of
the artist’s practice of prayer
while he works. The result-
ing painting is Kingsbury’s
abstract representation of
God. Kingsburys drawings
are done by pen in India
ink on watercolor paper, as
well as other surfaces, such
as canvas paper. Kingsbury’s
digital art often starts with-
out a photograph - simply
colors, shapes, and lines
manipulated with tools and
filters, layer upon layer, flat-
tened in photo-editing soft-
ware.

MC Noyes, based in Bel-

lows Falls, Vt., presents
paintings utilizing wa-
tercolor paints the artist
makes himself, in a con-
tinuation of the artists
series called “Water Way”’
The abstract work is a dai-
ly observation of the Bel-
lows Falls Canal, relying
heavily on spontaneous-
seeming brushstrokes, us-
ing carefully contemplat-
ed colors, of which there
are usually only a handful
in each painting. Noyes
uses a palette of more than
50 colors, each made with
multiple powdered pig-
ments.

Canal Street Art Gal-
lery is located at 23 Canal
Street in Bellows Falls, Vt.
For more information,
visit www.canalstreetart-
gallery.com, call 802-289-
0104, or email artinfo@
canalstreetartgallery.com.

Carl Goulet and Sandiland &

Vincent at Stage 33 Live

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Like many rural musicians,
Carl Goulet is a hidden gem
who flies a little under the
radar, an honest and heart-
forward performing song-
writer with the chops and
fluency of artists who get
a lot more attention. He is
passionate, sometimes polit-
ical, sometimes humorous,
always thoughtful.

Similarly, Sandiland

& Vincent have carefully
honed their craft over years,
producing songs with beau-
tiful arrangements and tight,
rich harmonies. Vincent has
been playing guitar and bass
for more than 50 years, and
Sandi has been in bands and
duos since she was 19.
Goulet and Sandiland &
Vincent will play a sweet-
yet-weighty two-for-one 3
p-m. matinee on Sunday,

June 28, at Stage 33 Live,
33 Bridge Street in Bel-
lows Falls. Tickets can be
purchased in advance at
www.stage33live.com, or
at the door as available.
Advance tickets guaran-
tee entry. Only 40 tick-
ets will be sold. All the
ticket money goes to the
performers. The perfor-
mances will be recorded
and filmed.

Springfield Community Band

movie music concert

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The
Springfield ~ Community
Band will present a concert
on Tuesday, June 30, at 7:30
p.m., at the Hartness House,
109 Front Street in Spring-
field, Vt.

Along with other selec-

tions, the evening will fea-
ture music from various
Pixar movies, music from
“Superman Returns” and
“Star Wars,” themes from
classic Westerns, and other
familiar movie music. James
Pecsok, band director at the

Bellows Falls Union High
School, will conduct.

Food and drink will
be available for purchase.
Please note that the pro-
gram could change due
to unforeseen circum-
stances.

West Windsor Music Festival ——

WEST WINDSOR, Vt. -
The fifth annual West
Windsor Music Festival,
www.westwindsorvtmusic-
festival.com, announces its
summer 2026 four-concert
festival.  Sakiko  Ohashi,
www.sohashimusic.com, pi-
anist and performer, serves
as the organization’s artistic
director.

The festival is presented in
the historic West Windsor

Town Hall, 22 Brownsville-
Hartland Road, West Wind-
sor, Vt. There is parking on
site. The venue is accessible
to all and air-conditioned.
Concerts are set for Fri-
day, June 26, at 7 p.m.; a free
children’s concert on Satur-
day morning, June 27, at 11
a.m.; Saturday, June 27, at 7
p.m.; and Sunday, June 28, at
3 p.m. Everyone is welcome.
The concerts feature world-

class musicians and friends
of Ohashi: Orli Shaham, pi-
ano; Helen Kim, violin; and
the Salix Trio.

Concerts are free for chil-
dren 12 and younger. The
children’s concert is free
to all. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door or via
Eventbrite at www.event-
brite.com/e/west-windsor-
vt-music-festival-tick-
ets-1986646556329.

Rev. Anderson at Bandwagon —

PUTNEY, Vt. - Next Stage
Arts presents Rev. Vince
Anderson & His Love Choir
on Friday, June 26, at the
Putney Inn Field, 57 Putney
Landing Road in Putney, as
part of the Bandwagon Sum-
mer Series. Gates open at 5
p.m., and the concert begins
at 6 p.m.

Proclaimed an “institu-
tion” by Questlove, Rew.
Vince Anderson and his
five-piece band, The Love
Choir, bring three decades of

electrifying “dirty gospel” to
audiences around the world.

Food will be available
from Smokin’ Bowls and
AlpineGlo Farm Taqueria.
Refreshments,  including
beer, wine, and nonalcoholic
beverages, will also be sold
on site.

The Bandwagon Summer
Series is sponsored in part
by M&T Bank, Lawsons
Finest Liquids, Brattleboro
Reformer, Oak Meadow, and
Pepsi Brattleboro. This con-

Stéphane Wrembel Band

PUTNEY, Vt. - Next Stage
Arts presents the Stéphane
Wrembel Band on Satur-
day, June 27, at 7:30 p.m., at
Next Stage Arts, 15 Kimball
Hill in Putney. Doors open
at 6:45 p.m. Tickets can
be purchased discounted
in advance at www.next-
stagearts.org, or at the door
at full price.

Widely regarded as one
of the world’s most extraor-
dinary guitarists, Wrembel
returns to Next Stage with
his acclaimed ensemble for
an evening of dazzling mu-

sicianship that blends jazz,
gypsy swing, world music,
and original compositions.
“Stéphane Wrembel is one
of those rare artists whose
music appeals equally to
devoted jazz fans, guitar
enthusiasts, and audiences
who simply love exception-
al live performance,” said
Heather Ahrenholz, Next
Stages  communications
director. “His concerts are
adventurous, joyful, and
deeply engaging”
For more information,
call 802-387-0102.

cert is sponsored in part by
Community Bank.

The Bandwagon Summer
Series is a family-friendly
outdoor cultural perfor-
mance series running from
June through September.
Children 12 and younger are
admitted free, and a dedi-
cated play area is available at
every show. Audience mem-
bers are encouraged to bring
blankets, lawn chairs, and
picnics.

Advance tickets and addi-
tional information are avail-
able at www.nextstagearts.
org.
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Weston Theater holds
‘Schoolhouse Rock Live!”

WESTON, Vt. - Weston
Theater Company’s
Young Company will
bring learning, laugh-
ter, and classic songs
to communities across
southern Vermont this
summer with a free tour
of “Schoolhouse Rock
Live!,” running June 19 -
July 4.

Based on the iconic
Emmy Award-winning
television series, “School-
house Rock Live!” trans-
forms favorite educa-
tional songs into a lively
theatrical experience
filled with unforgettable
tunes, energetic perfor-
mances, and plenty of fun

for audiences of all ages.

Directed by Weston veter-
an Susan Haefner, “School-
house Rock Live!” is brought
to life by a creative team that
includes Music Director Jaz
Koft, choreographer Brion-
na Trilling, Scenic Designer
Danielle DeLaFuente, Cos-
tume Designer Jennifer Salt-
er, and Stage Manager Sami
English.

The cast features emerging
musical theater artists from
some of the nation’s leading
training programs: David
Bautista, Oliver Boomer,
Melea Dessommes, Aidan
Ramirez, Jessica Olexy, and
Bella Van Bergen. Bautista,
Olexy, and Van Bergen re-

turn to Weston following
appearances in last season’s
“White  Christmas” and
“Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive
the Bus!,” while others make
their company debut as part
of the theater’s 90th anniver-
sary season.

For performance informa-
tion and free reservations,
visit ~ www.westontheater.
org or call 802-824-5288.
Weston Theater Company
is a nonprofit organization
supported in part by the Na-
tional Endowment for the
Arts and an ever-growing
family of individuals and or-
ganizations who believe in
the impact the performing
arts make on its community.

Kinhaven summer concerts

WESTON, Vt. - Kin-
haven is delighted to an-
nounce its 74th concert
season  schedule and
share its excitement about
its 2026 Senior Session
guest artists and conduc-
tors.

The 74th season open-
ing faculty concert will
be held on Saturday, June
27, at 7:30 p.m., at the
Kinhaven Concert Hall,
372 Lawrence Hill Road,
Weston, Vt. Prior to the
concert, at 6:30 p.m,
there will be a compli-
mentary wine and cheese
reception.

If you are unable to at-
tend in person, concerts
will be available at www.
kinhaven.org/kinhaven-
live.

Kinhavens sum-
mer programs continue
through the end of Au-
gust, with weekly perfor-
mances by faculty and
students that are free
and open to the public,
and also available via
livestream.

In addition to the an-
nouncement of its 74th

concert season, Kinhaven
is thrilled to welcome its
wonderful Malamud Fund
Guest Artists and orchestra
conductors.

Guest artists will be Su-
liman Tekalli, violin; Zoé
Martin-Doike, viola; Arlen
Hlusko, cello; Si-Yan Li,
cello; Cordelia Mutter, cello;
Kenny Bean, trumpet; Peter
Charig, trombone; and Nate
Reit, trombone.

The Malamud Fund was
established through a gener-
ous legacy gift established in
partnership with Janna Mal-
amud Smith and the estate
of Paul Malamud, in honor
of his parents, Bernard and
Ann deChiara Malamud, to

provide funding to build a
vibrant guest-artist program
each summer at Kinhaven.
This endowed fund allows
Kinhaven to invite distin-
guished guest artists each
summer, enriching the edu-
cational and artistic experi-
ence for our students and
community.

Kinhaven is committed
to its core values of creativ-
ity, shared learning, mutual
support, friendship, and
community. Kinhaven con-
tinues to innovate and ex-
pand its programs to inspire
the next generation of mu-
sicians. For more informa-
tion, visit wwwkinhaven.
org.

together

Summer 2026
Youth Art Camps!

Boost your child's confidence & creativity this summer
Weekly sessions explore drawing, painting, sculpture & nature
Students will discover color theory, perspective & mixed media
They will share their stories & build critical thinking skills
Scholarships available, particularly for Ludlow & Cavendish residents

CreateTogetherVT.org/Youth-Camps
Charlotte@CreateTogetherVT.org

802.228.8770
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4 - 7 PM: 80 Jack & Jill Lane, N. Springfield, VT

Food trucks, activity booths, foom cannon,
music, bounce house, water slide, and more!

“...the
future of
musical
theater.”
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WESTON THEATER COMPANY PRESENTS:

SPOTLIGHT °SESSIONS

THURSDAY, JUNE 25 - 7:30 PM

WALKER FARM - WESTON, VT
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Acworth

ACWORTH, N.H. - The
Town of Acworth will mark a
historic milestone in Ameri-
cds story with “Acworth
Celebrates,” a community-
wide celebration honoring
the 250th anniversary of
the United States, to be held
on Saturday, July 4, from 11
a.m. - 3 p.m., at the Acworth
Town Common by the Ac-
worth Town Hall.

This family-friendly event
will bring neighbors and
visitors together for an after-
noon of patriotism, history,

Claremont

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Independence Day celebra-
tions in Claremont begin on
Friday, July 3, from 1-5 p.m.,
in downtown Claremont,
with food vendors, pop-up
shops, local artisans, and live
music. There will also be a
touch-a-truck event and a

Grafton

GRAFTON, Vt. - Graf-
tonVtCelebrates is happy
to announce that Richard
Desrochers and Bill Toomey
will serve as grand marshals
for our 250th Celebration
Parade in Grafton, Vt., on
June 27, at 11 a.m. The pa-
rade route is Townshend
Road to Main Street, to
Pleasant Street, and back to
start.

Following the parade,
Grafton is hosting a birth-
day bash at the ballfield,
from 12-3 p.m., with food
and entertainment, includ-
ing live music, horse-drawn
wagon rides, and children’s
games.

and community spirit. Fes-
tivities will include a potluck
picnic, local vendors and
crafts, live music, and read-
ings from Americas found-
ing documents, along with
other activities celebrating
the nation’s founding and
Acworth’s role in that shared
heritage.

Community members are
encouraged to participate in
the potluck picnic and co-
ordinate dishes in advance.
Attendees can register their
potluck item and see what

others are bringing at
www.perfectpotluck.com/
AUPO0832.

The celebration is spon-
sored by the Acworth
Community Project,
which is still seeking ven-
dors and volunteers to
help make this landmark
event a success. For more
information, or to inquire
about volunteering or ven-
dor participation, please
contact Michael Aron at
michaelaron66@yahoo.
com or 603-843-7887.

scavenger hunt, followed
by fireworks at Monadnock
Park, at 9:30 p.m.

On Saturday morning, July
4, there will be family fun on
the visitor center green.

In addition, winners of the
Claremont Historical Soci-

>«

ety’s “250 Years of America”

If you get to know Desro-
chers and Toomey, you will
learn that they have a num-
ber of things in common.
They each came to live in
Grafton in the ‘60s, music
has been a big part of their
lives, both are veterans, and
both men have been fully
involved in Grafton life over
the years. Despite spending
most of their lives in Graf-
ton, neither lay claim to be-
ing long-timers, although
Desrochers married into
a family that was among
Grafton’s earliest settlers
and lives in the Park family
home, which is listed on the
National Register of Histor-
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art contest from Disnard
and Maple Avenue el-
ementary schools, Clare-
mont Middle School, and
Stevens High School will
have their pieces displayed
at the Claremont History
Museum, 26 Mulberry
Street.

Brownsville

BROWNSVILLE, Vt. -
The Brownsville Inde-
pendence Day Commit-
tee (IDC), made up of
community volunteers, is
looking forward to wel-
coming folks from near
and far to our Ascutney
Mountain on July 3. The
evening begins at 6 p.m.,
and we ask that you please
follow the signs entering
and leaving the parking
lot. To help with this year’s
increased costs, there is a
suggested parking dona-
tion, which is greatly ap-
preciated.

On the slopes adjacent
to Ascutney Outdoors,
there will be live music by
the Firehouse Dixie Land
Band and delicious delica-
cies for you to enjoy. Re-
turning this year is Ameri-
can Pie with their sweet or
savory wood-fired pizzas.
Our reliable Moonlighters
will again be flipping the

Richard Desrochers and Bill Toomey.

ic Places. Both Desrochers
and Toomey enjoy talking
with others and sharing sto-
ries from their interesting
lives.

Desrochers married Mar-
tha Park, an 11th-generation
descendent of Grafton set-
tlers and longtime teacher
at Central School in Bellows
Falls. Desrochers has been a
proud member of Grafton
Coronet Band for almost 70
years, serving part of that
time as band president.

Music drove many of
Toomey’s life  choices.
Toomey and his wife, Di-
ana, spent a year in Holland,
where he wanted to revive
his musical skills, and four
years in Switzerland. Bill
taught classical guitar at The
Putney School and worked
with others to found a mu-
sic school in Brattleboro
that still operates to this day.
Bill worked for more than
30 years at The Old Tavern,
much of that time as assis-
tant innkeeper, where he
organized a well-received
concert series for many
years and taught instrumen-
tal music on his days off, in-
cluding the lute.

Desrochers and Toomey
were board members of the
Grafton Historical Society
(GHS), with Desrochers
serving some of that time as

PHOTO PROVIDED

president. They worked
together, and Desrochers
was a particularly driving
force in the long process
of recognizing historic
buildings and four dis-
tricts in Grafton on the
National Register of His-
toric Places, as well as in
the purchase and restora-
tion of the Brick Meeting
House. Toomey contin-
ues to be a GHS weekend
docent. Desrochers is
also a longtime member
of the Grafton Fire De-
partment.

After retirement,
Toomey joined the Graf-
ton Cares Board and be-
came a Meals on Wheels
driver. He also regularly
visits and supports lo-
cal veterans. He has also
enjoyed a poetry group
at the Grafton Library.
Desrochers takes pride
in maintaining the Park
family home and land, in-
cluding mowing around
and in the cellar hole
of the original Grafton
(then known as Thom-
linson) Meeting House.
Desrochers continues to
support the Grafton Band
and happily shares his
knowledge about Graf-
ton history and historic
places with groups and
individuals.
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best burgers and hot dogs,
accompanied by fries and
soft drinks. New this year, we
are pleased to welcome The
Waffle Cabin to delight ev-
eryone’s sweet tooth.

All of this is followed by
the grand America 250 fire-
works.

The next morning, July
4, down in Brownsville Vil-
lage, an abundant commu-
nity breakfast at Browns-
ville Community Church
is planned. Then, in the
church’s Tribute Park Pa-
vilion, there will be lively,
wear-off-the-calories  line
dancing for all ages followed
by crafty vendors selling
their wares, important local
groups sharing important
information, and a book
sale. Outside, there will be
music, the sweet aromas of
grilled goodies, finger lickin’
fried chicken, and luscious
Mexican fare. Watching cal-
ories? Get a fruit smoothie
prepared by the Fast Squad
volunteers. This will be fol-
lowed by the grand America
250 Brownsville Indepen-

Ludlow

LUDLOW, Vt. - On
Saturday, July 4, Ludlow
will celebrate the 250th
anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Declaration
of Independence with a
grand parade, a historic
1776-style  celebration,
and other events. Join us
for a day of patriotic fun
and community spirit.

At 10 a.m., kick off
the day with our grand
parade. Following the
parade, head over to
Veterans Park on Main
Street for a Johnny Mur-
phy barbecue, live mu-
sic, dancing, and fam-
ily-friendly ~ festivities.
George Washington and
Thomas Jefferson will
be there for a meet-and-
greet.

There will be a Liberty
Tree dedication on the
Black River High School
lawn, at 9 a.m., followed
by a parade from Ben-
son’s Chevrolet through
downtown Ludlow, be-
ginning at 10 a.m.

Then, from 11 am. -
2 p.m., festivities will be
held at Veterans Park.
Step back into 1776 and
recite the Declaration of

dence Day Parade.

Then, let the 250th Rev-
olutionary Celebration
Games begin. These revo-
lutionary festivities kick off
at 10 a.m., at Albert Bridge
School in Brownsville, Vt.
Get ready for a morning of
high-energy fun and histori-
cal spirit. Locals and kids
from neighboring towns are
all welcome.

Calling all cyclists;
throughout the morning,
visit our crafting station for
bike-decorating  supplies.
We want to see your most
patriotic designs for the big
America 250 bike parade.

Many lawn games will
be available throughout the
day, including bocci, Kan
Jam, badminton, cornhole,
and croquet. There will also
be a potato sack race, three-
legged race, wheelbarrow
race, and the Refreshing
Sponge Relay. These events
will run from 10-11:20 a.m.

To help us with the fun,
please contact Jenifer at 603-
303-6337 or Linda at 802-
230-5325.

Independence with Thom-
as Jefferson. There will be
music and patriotic songs,
period dances, a barbecue,
and birthday cake with
George and Martha Wash-
ington.

In the evening, from
6-9:30 p.m., at the Okemo
base area, there will be
food vendors, live music by
Rustie Bus, and fireworks
launched from Okemo at
dusk.

We want you in our
1776-themed parade. We
are looking for kids with
decorated bikes (win a prize
for best decorated), civic
organizations, local clubs,
Black River High School
alumni floats, local busi-
nesses, performers, classic
vehicles, marching groups,
and animals (horses, cows,
oxen, goats, llamas, etc.).
Dress up your dog and win
a prize. The parade is open
to all surrounding towns.

To be in the parade,
contact one of the event
cochairs: Kim Lampert,
802-228-4000 or kimber-
lylampert@bensonschevy.
com, or Penny Wu, 802-
228-2860 or pwu@ludlow.
vt.us.

Saxtons River —

SAXTONS  RIVER,
Vt. - New this year, the
Tour des Villages is a cy-
cling event for all ages and
abilities. Check-in opens
on Saturday, July 4, at 9:10
am. Start time is 9:30
a.m. There are 9-mile and
14-mile distances starting
at The Saxtons River Inn,
biking towards Grafton.
You set your own pace,
and tell us your chosen
distance and how much
time it will take you. The
two riders closest to their

predicted time each win a
$100 cash prize. A small en-
trance fee is payable in cash
at check-in.

More details about this
event can be found at www.
srvtfourth.org. For more in-
formation, text Dave Moore
at 802-289-9006. Preregis-
ter by text message at 802-
289-9006, stating whether
you are riding 9 miles or 14
miles, and your prediction
of your time to the second.
Please include your name
and cell number.

Saxtons River 4th of July cycling event.
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