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Happy Mother’s Day - See Pages 11-12

SPRINGFIELD, Vi. — “The Last Dance...Senior
Style” was held on Friday, May 1 and Satur-
day, May 2. Miss and Mr. Congenidlity, Ryleigh
Thayer and Clayton Rousse, were named at the
Friday-evening performance. The Saturday-

“The Last Dance”’
crowns a queen

evening performances crowned Ryleigh Thayer
as queen. Thayer and two members of her
court, Gracie Claflin and MaKaila Gallow, were
recognized and awarded with scholarships.

PHOTOS BY MARIE LAPLANTE
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Wildlife Festival was held on Sunday, May 3.
The chilly breeze still brought in a large crowd
to explore birds, bugs, animals, and other
wildlife exhibitions. Walks and presentations
brought festivalgoers down onto the trails, im-

Herricks Cove Wildlife ¥+,
Festival draws crowd X

e

e

mersing them in nature and exploration. Kids’
activities splashed color throughout the event
with face paints, T-shirt dying, and creative bat
masks. A group of food vendors rounded out
the day, keeping attendees fed and warm.

PHOTOS BY SHAWNTAE WEBB.

Bellows Falls Elks March
Student of the Month

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Bellows Falls Union High
School (BFUHS) and the
Bellows Falls Elks Lodge
19 are proud to announce
that Zoey Perry, daughter
of Doug and Betsy Perry, of
Grafton, Vt,, has been se-
lected as the Elks Student of
the Month for March. This
honor recognizes students
who demonstrate excellence
in academic effort, attitude,
attendance, and contribu-
tions to both school and
community life.

Perry has distinguished
herself as a dedicated and
thoughtful student whose
academic effort consistently
exceeds expectations. She
produces high-quality, thor-
ough work and often goes
beyond what is required.
Her curiosity and engage-
ment in the classroom are
evident, as she actively par-
ticipates, shares her ideas,
and approaches learning
with a strong sense of pur-
pose. Perry demonstrates
impressive skills in planning,
problem solving, and critical
thinking, and continues to
grow as a confident and ca-
pable learner.

Equally notable are Perry’s
attitude and presence within
the school community. She
is respectful, kind, and con-
siderate, contributing to a
positive classroom environ-
ment through her thought-
ful interactions with both
peers and teachers. Perry is
known for her quiet leader-
ship and willingness to sup-
port others, often going out
of her way to offer encour-
agement. Her resilience and
ability to maintain a posi-
tive perspective, even when
faced with challenges, have
made a meaningful impact
on those around her.

Perry’s attendance reflects
her determination and com-
mitment to her education.
While she has faced physi-
cal challenges that can at
times impact her ability to
attend school, she continues
to persevere and remain en-
gaged in her learning. When
present, she makes the most
of her time, staying focused
and actively participating.
Her strength, adaptability,
and perseverance are testa-
ments to her character.

Within the school, Perry
contributes in meaningful
ways through both her ac-
tions and her presence. She
is a patient and thoughtful
participant in class and con-
sistently demonstrates kind-
ness in small but impactful
ways. Her ability to remain
positive and  supportive
helps foster a welcoming
and respectful learning envi-
ronment.

Outside of school, Perry’s
contributions to her com-
munity further highlight her
character and creativity. She
has been involved in a va-
riety of artistic and creative
pursuits, including jewelry
making, photography, film
projects, knitting, and music.
She has shared her talents at
community events by show-
casing and selling her hand-
made jewelry. In addition,
Perry has volunteered her
time supporting school gar-
den projects and community
fundraisers, demonstrating a
strong commitment to giv-
ing back and being involved
in her community.

Perry’s strength, kindness,
and determination have not
gone unnoticed, and this
recognition is a reflection
of the impact she has made
during her time at BFUHS.
She is someone who quietly

Zoe Perry.
PHOTO PROVIDED

makes a difference each
day. BFUHS and the Bel-
lows Falls Elks Lodge
BPOE 19 are proud to cel-
ebrate her achievements.
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Springfield reports on
federal funding shortfall —

BY PAULA BENSON

The Vermont Journal

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
At the Monday, April 27,
Springfield Selectboard
meeting, Town Manager
Scott Pickup presented
the board with the lat-
est updates on several
properties that received
municipal action notices
and complaints. Discus-
sion on these properties
has occurred at several
previous meetings, and
some progress has been
made, although issues
pertaining to public
health and safety remain.

A group of residents
attended Monday night’s
meeting to share with the
board their recent expe-
riences and immediate
concerns. Pickup and
Board Chair Kristi Mor-
ris listened to the public’s
remarks and reiterated
that Pickup has been
working with the police
department, and fire and
safety department, and
continues to pursue a
resolution for each site.

Morris commented,
“We are sensitive to what
is happening, and we ap-
preciate you coming in
and bringing it to our
attention. We are doing
what we can under the
law, and we are address-
ing it”

Further along the agen-
da, Pickup addressed a
previous request to add
the Crown Point Road
paving project to this
summer’s road construc-
tion list. The updated
cost estimate for the re-
construction is $602,762,
and Pickup reported that
the annual town paving
budget is approximately
$1.35 million. Therefore,
the Crown Point Road
plan would absorb nearly
half of the total budget.

Pickup stated that
Springfield  maintains
about 85.5 miles of paved
roads, with 19 miles re-
quiring full reconstruc-
tion, a process which

costs “significantly more”
than mill-and-pave work.
Pickup therefore recom-
mended pushing off that
project until 2027, when
the town anticipates eligi-
bility for a $200,000 state
paving grant to help offset
the cost.

After a question from
Morris regarding whether
a short-term temporary
“band-aid” fix would help,
Pickup said he would dis-
cuss potential options with
the department of public
works superintendent and
report back.

Pickup shared some
bleak news from a Vermont
League of Cities and Towns
(VLCT) joint House-Senate
transportation commit-
tee session he attended in
Montpelier. Per VLCT, the
State of Vermont is about
$33 million short of match-
ing federal transportation
grant funds, and without
that match, the state could
lose more than $150 mil-
lion in federal funding.

Statewide, Pickup report-
ed, 18 temporary bridges
are currently being used,
and 17 bridges are fully
closed with no clear fund-
ing to repair or replace some
of them. Several towns with
less than 3,000 taxpaying
residents are facing $10-
$15 million bridge projects,
which are not financially
feasible. Additionally, gas-
and tax-related revenues
are not keeping pace with
needs and increasing con-
struction costs, and recent
storms and floods have
worsened  infrastructure
conditions, further strain-
ing the system.

“More to be determined,”
concluded Pickup. “It is
certainly a challenging time
for transportation”

The selectboard’s next
meeting will be Monday,
May 11. The second May
meeting is currently sched-
uled for Memorial Day,
May 25, so there was some
discussion as to what al-
ternative date would work
for everyone. Noting the
absence of Heather Frahm,

Springfield Elks support Union
Street School Flag Program —

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
The Springfield Elks
Lodge was invited to
Union Street School to
recognize and celebrate
with teachers and stu-
dents, who promote and
encourage honoring our
American flag through
their Flag Program.
Americanism Chair
Jackie Driscoll presented
to the incoming third
graders their uniforms, a
T-shirt that was designed

in 2023 by the Union Street
School Flag Guard stu-
dents, which were donated
to the program by the Elks
Lodge.

The flag program was
established at Union Street
School in 2000 when for-
mer employee Jerry Weeks
organized a team of stu-
dents to learn about the
flag and flag etiquette, and
to raise and lower the flag
each school day. In 2025,
Megan Geiselhart, school

de Union Street School Flag Guards.

counselor, took over as the
advisor for this student-
driven program from Jan
Rounds, Riverside Middle
School counselor. Students
selected into this program
exemplify the character-
istics of responsibility, re-
spect, kindness, and work-
ing together. The nine
fourth grade students will
begin to train their third
grade replacements to con-
tinue the program into the
next school year.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Morris asked board mem-
bers to check their calen-
dars and circle back to the
issue at the May 11 meet-
ing.
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The Shopper Edition

MOOver announces
MicroMOO promotion

REGION - The MOOver
is celebrating its microtran-
sit services in Windsor and
Springfield with its Micro-
MOO May promotion.

From May 4-29, riders
will be asked if they would
describe how microtransit
has impacted them along
with a request for a photo,
both on a voluntary basis.
Riders doing so will be en-
tered into a weekly drawing

for a MOOver gift package
consisting of a MOOver
bus-stop sign, toy bus,
two “I was spotted on the
MOOver” T-shirts, a drink-
ing glass, a coffee mug, a
pen, and a pencil. There
is a limit of one entry per
month per rider.

Each entry will also be in
the drawing on June 1 for a
$250 Shaw’s gift certificate.

The first 50 riders on-

board each microtransit
bus in both towns on Fri-
day, May 8, 15, 22, and 29
will receive a free squishy
Holstein cow.

The MOOver has
provided 23,116 micro-
transit rides in Windsor
since Jan. 23, 2023. The
Springfield microtran-
sit service, which started
Nov. 17, 2025, has given
4,838 rides.

Springtfield Elks provide
veteran Welcome Home Kits

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Springfield Elks Lodge 1560
is proud to be able to pro-
vide Welcome Home Kits, a
vital program for veterans.
This program, sponsored
through Grand Lodge, is
exclusively for veterans
exiting homelessness and
moving into new homes.
Our Vermont Elks lodges
were approached by our

state veteran chairperson,
Renee Hotaling, who indi-
cated a need in our com-
munities for our support of
these Vermont veterans.
Most veterans move into
their homes with noth-
ing. The Elks help veterans
establish their homes by
building Welcome Home
Kits. Lodges make the pur-
chases from a qualified list

o StateFarm-

HOME &

Jerry Farnum, Agent

802-885-2939

AUTO INSURANCE

jerry.farnum.elar@statefarm.com
13 Clinton St. Springfield, VT

Thank you for your loyalty. We appreciate you.

Edward Jones

needs.

Financial Advisor
54 Opera House Sq
Claremont, NH 03743
603-542-7667

Your goals are as unique as you.

At Edward Jones, we want to know what you want out of life
on a personal level. Then, we want to help you achieve it by
creating a financial strategy that’s unique to your specific

Contact us today to start creating a financial strategy
tailored to your specific needs.

Roland C Swasey, CFP®

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

EJB-8652F-A-E-AD AECSPAD

800-831

for a specific veteran,
working with the local
state veterans agency.
Generally, a kit can in-
clude some small furni-
ture, kitchenware, and
cleaning supplies. Items
can be new or used, do-
nated or purchased.

Exalted Ruler Karen
Morse and Esquire Jim
Morse delivered Lodge
1560s Welcome Home
Kit to Veteran’s Inc. vol-
unteer Jeffrey Brooks,
who will be providing
it to our sponsored vet-
eran, Reggie. We are ex-
tremely proud to be able
to participate in this es-
sential step towards our
veterans living indepen-
dently.

If you are veteran fac-
ing homelessness or who
needs support, please feel
free to contact our lodge
at 802-885-3100 or reach
out to your local VA ser-
vices for help.

Bellows Falls Rotary to
host adult spelhng bee —

BELLOWS FALLS,
Vt. - Enjoy an evening
of clever competition and
community spirit as lo-
cal teams prepare to face
off in a high-energy adult
spelling bee on Thursday,
May 8, at 7 p.m., at the
Moose Lodge in Bellows
Falls.

This entertaining
showdown will feature
10 teams battling through
rounds of increasingly
challenging words, quick
thinking, and plenty of
laughs along the way.
From confident com-

petitors enthusiastic
spectators, the event offers
something for everyone -
whether youre there to
spell, cheer, or simply enjoy
the show.

Admission is free, and at-
tendees are encouraged to
bring cash to enjoy refresh-
ments and take part in one
of the nights most popu-
lar twists: bribes. During
the first two rounds, teams
can be saved from elimina-
tion after a misspelled word
thanks to audience sup-
port, with bribes available
for purchase. Once the final

elimination round begins,
however, it’s all up to spell-
ing skill alone.

Proceeds from the eve-
ning will support the Bel-
lows Falls Rotary and its
ongoing work to strengthen
and serve the local com-
munity through a variety of
programs and initiatives.

Come out for a night of
words, wit, and friendly ri-
valry, and help make a dif-
ference while you're at it.

For more information,
contact Sam Howard at saa-
mjm@gmail.com or 802-
376-9983.

Bellows Falls Woman’s
Club April meeting recap —

BELLOWS FALLS,
Vt. - Members of the
Bellows Falls Woman’s
Club met on April 14, to
hear a presentation on
the Walpole Historical
Society’s museum. High-
lighted were the period
clothing and accessories
exhibit, and many arti-
facts pertaining to the

Town of Walpole.
During the busi-
ness meeting, Eileen

Charbonneau-Gullo  gave
a recap of the recent club-
sponsored  school-distric-
twide art show, on display
at Bellows Falls Union High
School. Ribbons and cash
prizes were awarded in sev-
eral categories of student
art.

The club hosted a suc-
cessful public fundraising
pasta dinner on April 24.
Proceeds were earmarked
for the scholarships, which

the club presents to a grad-
uating senior at Bellows
Falls Union High School
and at Fall Mountain Re-
gional High School.

The club year will close
out on May 12, with a
luncheon at the United
Church, 8 School Street, be-
ginning at 12 p.m., hosted
by the executive board. Of-
ficers for the coming club
year, beginning in Septem-
ber, will be installed.

Bellows Falls Community
Bike Project fundraisers —

BELLOWS  FALLS,
Vt. - The Bellows Falls
Community Bike Project

K- e o
StoneVillage
Farmers Market

Beautiful & Colorful Hanging Baskets ® Perennials ¢ Annuals
Flower & Veggie Bedding A-Z e Mulch & Fertilizer
Farm Fresh Produce In Season
Mother’s Day Gift Iltems & Flower Bouquets

(802) 875-4226
Route 103 N « Chester ® 12 Miles South of Ludlow

WATER WELLS & PUMPS

FAST SERVICE

# 1 CHOICE FOR WINDHAM & WINDSOR COUNTIES

FREE ESTIMATES

-8883

‘www.CushingandSons.com:

Our 54th Year
Locally Owned & Operated

SITE LOCATION « HYDROFRACKING
PUMP INSTALLATION « GEOTHERMAL

WE DO THE ENTIRE JOB

will host a movie screening
fundraiser on Thursday,
May 14, beginning at 7
p-m. (doors at 6:30 p.m.),
at the Bellows Falls Opera
House, featuring the movie
“The Flying Scotsman,’
based on the true story of
Graeme Obree. There will
also be raffles in the lobby.

The Community Bike
Project will also host its
Pedals to the People fun-
draiser challenge from
May 15 - July 15. Join
this eight-week fundraiser
where every mile makes a
difference. Bik, walk, hike,

kayak, etc., solo or as a
team. The goal is to enjoy
the outdoors, challenge
yourself, and support the
Bellows Falls Community
Bike Project with chances
to win some amazing priz-
es. For details and to sign
up, visit www.givebutter.
com/pedals-to-the-people-
2026-fb2mim.

If a challenge is not your
thing, you can still help by
visiting the website above
and clicking “Donate”.

Thank you for your sup-
port, and we look forward
to seeing your success.

Springfield Rotary
holds annual
Governor’s Luncheon

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Close to 40 people attended
the annual Governor’s Lun-
cheon hosted by the Spring-
field Rotary Club and the
Springfield Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce at the

River Valley Technical Cen-
ter, on April 21, to hear Gov.
Phil Scott’s vision for Ver-
mont. Among the priorities
for his administration are
housing, education, public
safety, and affordability.

FOSTL donations for

book sale

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Friends of the Springfield
Town Library (FOSTL) will

GET GREATER PEACE OF MIND ON
FLUCTUAT!NG EUEL PR!CES WITH HB ENERGY

" =GBE= SECURE YOUR FUEL PRICING FOR cot s o ee ot
OIL AND PROPANE TODAY

4 One Company. One Call.

» Lock in your price now for

the entire winter!

» Avoid unpredictable spikes!

802.885.2300 or \nsnt

us at www.hbenergy.com

.

L

be accepting donations on
May 9 and May 16 for our
spring book sale. Donations
can be dropped off at the
Springfield Town Library,
in the Flinn Room, from
10 am. - 1 p.m. Members
of FOSTL will be on hand
to review the donations.
We are looking for books
in good condition in these
genres: fiction, biography,
history, nature, and chil-
dren’s books.

The book sale will be held
on Saturday, May 30, at the
Springtfield armory, from 9
a.m. - 3 p.m. The armory is
located at 224 Fairground
Road, next to the town ga-
rage.

FOSTL is a nonprofit,
nonpolitical ~organization.
Our purpose is to maintain
an association of commu-
nity members interested
in good library service, to
foster closer relations be-
tween the Springfield Town
Library and town residents,
and to support the pro-
grams and outreach efforts
of the library.
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Tina’s Hallmark

Thank You for your Patronage for Mother’s Day!

802-885-8564 ~ vittl9@vermontel.net
2 Chester Road, Suite 7 ~ Springfield, VT 05156

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires June 30, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID
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RAVENHOUSE

GUITAR
oC

Sales & Repair

Lessons § Music Therapy

603-443-0134 16 Pleasant St, Claremont, NH

# GRILL

GLOBAL FLAVORS
LOCAL VIBES

live music - trivia night - open mic
@ 802 824 9844 Press 1 for TAKEOUT g

Mountain Marketplace
Junction of Rte 100 & Rte T1
Londonderry, VT

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires June 30, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

JUDD’S

AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION

802-722-4200

6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158
Open Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:00, Closed Weekends

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires June 30, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

Open to All!

Springfield

FOOD CO-0OP

Community Owned Since 1992

6 Main St. Suite 1, Sprindfield, VT
802-885-3663
www.sprindfieldfood.coop

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires June 30, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires June 30, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

MARIA'S
MEXICAN
FOOD

802.345.9241 | Mzacarias.10@gmail.com
571VT-103, Chester | Next to One Credit Union
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires June 30, 2026

FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

Maebelline’s
Breakfast
& Lunch

12 Clinton Street
Springfield, VT

$75 Gift Certificate — Expires June 30, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

HALLADAY’S

FLOWERS & GIFTS

e

802-463-3331
halladaysflowers.com

$75 Gift Certificate — Expires June 30, 2026

FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

X jﬁussws 3
Place

Boarding

a country K9 kennel Daycare

802-875-3535 | 248 Elm Street | Chester, VT 05143
GussiesPlace@vermontel.net | www.GussiesPlace.com | Facebook

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires June 30, 2026

FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

—
BURGERS

~ & BAR

802-345-8635 « 190 Main St. Ludlow, VT

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires June 30, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

603-504-2957 ~ 16 Main St. Charlestown, NH
Walk Ins Welcome!

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires June 30, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

'“\;::“ I
«\i‘:\\."/ S
7

77> GRAIN & GARDEN

FARM * GARDEN « HOMESTEAD « PET
54 Grain Store Rd. ¢ Chester, VT
802-875-2333 « info@erskinesgrain.com

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires June 30, 2026

FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

COMPLETE SEPTIC SYSTEM MANAGEMENT
<\!//7, BIG OR SMALL WE PUMP IT ALL!

BEST

SEPTIC SERVICE
AN 802-463-9444

Westminster, VT ® www.bestsepticvt.net e bestseptic@gmail.com

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires June 30, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

Follow us on Facebook
efamilykitchenandpizzeria

802-297-0458

8814 Route 30 Junction, 100 Rawsonville Vermont,

$75 Gift Certificate — Expires June 30, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID
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May is Mental Health Awareness Month

REGION - In a small
town, you notice when
a neighbor’s routine has
changed. Maybe an older
person hasnt been out
in their yard, someone
misses a regular gather-
ing, or a child just doesn't
seem quite like themselves.
Those small observations
are part of what makes our
community special.

May is Mental Health
Awareness Month, and it
offers a good reminder to
listen to our intuition when
something seems off.

Stable mental health
takes the same care we give
our physical health. Life
brings challenges at every
age, and just like physical
illness or injury, mental and
emotional challenges need
attention too. Sometimes
a little extra support can
make all the difference.

Checking in on older

Tai chi at Westminster Institute

WESTMINSTER, Vt. -
Ever wondered if tai chi is
for you? Beginner classes
are opening up in Westmin-
ster, in May. Seize this op-
portunity and find out if Se-
nior Safe Tai Chi is for you.

Tai chi is all about mind-
ful movement. Sometimes
called “meditation in mo-
tion,” the moves are slow,
with an eye to enlivening
the energetic pathways
throughout the body, the
same pathways called “me-
ridians” in acupuncture. It
is moving this energy, called
“chi” that differentiates

FOOD SHELF™

BLACK RIVER GOOD
NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday,

10 AM-3 PM

Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

“Ue are here to help”

Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

neighbors

As people grow older,
they may find it difficult to
adjust to age-related chang-
es in their lives. Retirement,
health concerns, or the loss
of a spouse can change the
trajectory of one’s mental
wellbeing.

Noticing the change in
someone else is the first
step. Investing time to visit,
make a phone call, or even
stop for a quick chat at
the grocery store can help
someone feel remembered
and valued. It doesn’t have
to be a big gesture. Noticing
them and taking the time to
listen can mean more than
you might think.

Helping young people
feel heard

Children and teens are
still learning how to handle
life’s ups and downs. Today
more than ever, with the in-
fluence of social media in

tai chi from Western exer-
cise. The health benefits of
moving chi are the reasons
health care professionals
recommend tai chi to their
patients, especially older
adults.

Senior instructor Leslie
Lassetter has been involved
with tai chi locally for a de-
cade. First, she studied with
Ben Daviss, then with mas-
ter teachers Gene Gaudreau
and Jim Winner, of the Ori-
ental Healing Arts Associa-
tion.

What is the ongoing class
like? We begin with a gi-
gong warmup. Then, we
work on “the form,” a set of
24 choreographed moves.

young lives, children need
real people speaking words
of acceptance, affirmation,
and belonging into their
lives. They benefit from
knowing they have adults
around them who will lis-
ten and take them seriously.

It can be extra challeng-
ing when emotional prob-
lems show up as rebellion,
sullenness, distancing, and
anger. In children, behavior
is communication. When
behavior changes, the child
is trying to tell you some-
thing they don’t have the
words to explain.

You can make a differ-
ence by staying present
in their life and off your
phone so there is space for
both the everyday and the
more meaningful conver-
sations. Keeping constant
routines, sharing respon-
sibilities and chores, and
acknowledging even their

Consistent attendance is
necessary to learn the se-
quence of moves. Master
“open the energy gates,
then learn “flying diagonal”
Master “brush knee,” then
learn “repulse monkey;,” and
so forth.

What is seated tai chi?
This class is a gentle work-
out similar to seated yoga.
For those who cannot stand
for an hour and/or those
with health challenges, such
as recovery from surgery,
this is the class of choice.
Regular attendance is help-
ful but not required. Note:
The building is wheelchair
accessible.

Two ongoing tai chi class-

PO Julies leare

Julie Richardson, Optician

11 Dunning St.
Suite 4
Claremont, NH

Springfield Hospital
General Surgery

Ph: 603.543.3216
Cell: 603.558.3048

by Appointment Only

“ Right at the start of basketball season, | had to
have emergency appendix surgery, and | was
honestly worried about how it would affect my
ability to get back on the court.

The care | received was incredible—from the surge
itself to the support during recovery. Dr. Bennett was
personable, took time to make sure that | understood
every step, and helped me safely return to playing.

I was back with my teammates sooner than
expected, and | feel strong and confident.

’m really grateful for
how well they took

care of me.”

Call Now 802-885-5600
29 Ridgewood Rd, Springfield, VT 05156
www.springfieldhospital.org

o

Springfield Hospital
Where People Come First

A SPRINGFIELD,

small wins at least 10 times
more often than you point
out mistakes can help
young people build confi-
dence and resilience. Most
importantly, they need to
know it’s okay to be them-
selves around you.
When challenges
more serious

For some families, men-
tal health concerns are
more than the stress and
obstacles common to us all.
Conditions like depression,
anxiety, bipolar disorder, or
other ongoing challenges
can affect daily life in sig-
nificant ways.

Even so, there is hope.
With the right support,
many people are able to
manage their conditions
and continue to lead mean-
ingful lives. Care often
includes a mix of counsel-
ing, medical support, and
strong connections with

are
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others.

One of the most helpful
things a community can
do is reduce stigma. When
people feel safe talking
about mental health, they
are more likely to reach out
and get the help they need.

Support for caregivers
and families

You might be surprised
at how many people in our
community care for a loved
one, and that responsibility
can be both rewarding and
exhausting. Taking care of
the mental, emotional, and
physical needs of someone
else takes a significant toll
on the health of the care-
giver as well. They often put
their own needs last, even
when they are running on

empty.
Support is available.
Organizations like New

Hampshire Care Collab-
orative (NHCC) can help

connect families with re-
sources, including informa-
tion about respite care, and
free education on Medicare
benefits and options. You
can call NHCC at 603-542-
5177 to learn about what re-
sources are available. There
is no cost for the service.
Carrying it forward
Mental Health Aware-
ness Month is a good time
to start paying closer atten-
tion, but it shouldn't stop
there. The habits that make
a community strong are the
ones we practice every day.

Looking in on a neigh-
bor, taking time to listen, or
reaching out when some-
thing doesn’t seem right,
these are small actions that
add up.

Here in our community;,
those small actions are
what keep us connected.
And when we take care of
each other, we all benefit.

es begin in mid-May. They
are held on Tuesdays, at
10:30 a.m., beginning May
12; and on Thursdays, at
5:30 p.m., beginning May
14. New students may join
ongoing classes until mid-
June.

The drop-in seated tai chi
class will be held Tuesdays,
at 12:15 p.m. Join anytime.

Please wear easy-to-
move-in, comfy clothes and
clean indoor shoes with
nongripping soles.

The cost of the class is de-
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New HCRS staff hired in March.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Health Care and Rehabil-
itation Services (HCRS),
southeastern Vermont’s

GIGANTIC SPRING

THRIFT SHOP & FOOD SHELF
37B Main St, Ludlow
802-228-3663

CLOTHING ¢ BOUTIQUE ¢ FURNITURE ®* HOUSEWARES
GAMES e COLLECTIBLES e BOOKS ¢ SPORTING GOODS
SHOES ¢ BAKE SALE ¢ GRILL ¢ & MUCH MORE!

May 29 & 30

Friday & Saturday, |0 AM - 3 PM

Fletcher Farm, 611 Route 103 South in Ludlow

Proceeds provide food, rent, heat, utility and di:

community mental health
agency, is pleased to wel-
come 12 new profession-
als who joined the agen-

in need

BLACK RIVER GOOD NEIGHBOR SERVICES, INC
oh

to our neig

FURNITURE STORE
105 Main St, Ludlow
802-228-7055

We welcome di of clothes &

, f i hold items, money & time

RIVERSIDE
DENTISTRY

BELLOWS FALLS, VT

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

SAME-DAY EMERGENCY CARE AVAILABLE

192 Rockingham Street
Bellows Falls, Vermont

(802) 463-3187

www.riversidedentistrybf.com

admin@riversidedentistrybf.com

(il todoy g

T0 SCHEDULE YOUR ()
APPOINTMENT!
/\

termined on a sliding scale;
the first class is free. Classes
are held at the Westmin-
ster Institute, 3534 Route 5,
Westminster, Vt. For more
information, call 802-722-
3607 or email Westminster-
caresvt@gmail.com.

HCRS welcomes new staff —

PHOTO PROVIDED

cy during the month of
March. These new hires
will  strengthen HCRS
services across Windham
and Windsor counties as
the organization continues
to evolve and respond to
growing community needs.

With more than 550 staff
working across more than
20 locations, HCRS brings
on new team members each
month to ensure continued
access to high-quality care
across the region. The lat-
est additions reflect the
agency’s broad reach across
southeastern Vermont, and
its commitment to provid-
ing essential mental health,
substance use, and devel-
opmental services to more
than 4,000 people each
year.

HCRS welcomes the fol-
lowing new employees:
Elise Cherian, peer sup-
port advocate, Brattleboro;
Dimitri Flamouropoulos,
residential specialist, Bel-
lows Falls; Maria Chicoine-
Dominguez, school-based
clinician, Hartford; Mari-
ana Salas, behavioral in-
terventionist, Kindle Farm
School; Tatum Daily, case
manager, Springfield; Jazz
Brown King, residential
specialist, Springfield; Car-
mella Richardson, commu-
nity integration specialist,
Bellows Falls; Savannah
Ferland, community sup-
port specialist and police
liaison, Springfield; Shea
Harris, community support
specialist and police liaison,
Hartford; Haley Decelle,
behavioral interventionist,
Hartford; Rebekah Rounds,
residential specialist, Brat-
tleboro; and Ryan Henry,
Janitor, Brattleboro.

These professionals bring
unique talents and energy
to their roles, and HCRS is
proud to have them join the
team.
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Third Congregational Church UCC, River St.
Sunday worship begins at 11 a.m. Communion is the
first Sunday of each month. For more information, email
alsteadthirdchurch@gmail.com, call 603-835-6358, or
go to www.facebook.com/Third-Congregational-UCC-
Church-of-Alstead-NH-120645387960916.

Brownsville Community Church, 66 Brownsville-
Hartland Rd.

Sunday service is 9:30 a.m., held in the church with
reduced occupancy or streaming online at www.
facebook.com/brownsvillecommunitychurch and www.
brownsvilleumc-vt.org.

Vision of Light Church of Spiritualism and Healing,
P.O. Box 133, Windsor

The Sunday service is at 10 a.m. with Lay Pastor

Dawn Hancy via Zoom. Sign up for the Vision of Light
newsletter and Zoom links on Facebook @VOLChurch.

Community Christian Church of Athens, 126
Brookline Road

Sunday services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m., and
prayer meetings are held Wednesdays, at 7 p.m. If you
have questions, call 802-869-2513. The 9:30 a.m.
Sunday service is also streamed on Facebook Live at the
Church’s Facebook page.

Immanvuel Episcopal Church, 20 Church St.
Services are held most Sundays at 10 a.m., in person.
Please join us. All are welcome. For more information
go to Facebook @mmanuelEppiscopalChurch or to our
website www.immanuelepiscopal.org.

Li(\:lring Hope Assembly of God, 582 Rockingham
Rd.

Pastor Brenda Farkas welcomes all to Sunday worship
at 10 a.m., the message at 10 a.m. Livestreaming
available at 10:30 a.m., at Living Hope Fellowship
Facebook page and the Living Hope Fellowship YouTube
channel. Services can also be found at www.sapatv.org
and www.fact8tv.com.

United Church of Bellows Falls, UCC, 8 School St.
Worship service starts at 10 a.m. every Sunday. All are
welcome to attend. Following the service, there will be
a time of refreshments. Many other services are offered
throughout the week. If you have any questions or want
to learn more, call 802-463-4323, visit the church, or
find them on Facebook.

North Charlestown United Methodist Church, 471
River Rd.

Worship is Sundays at 9 a.m., with pastor Carolyn
Greenwood. Holy communion is celebrated the first
Sunday of every month. Call 603-477-6985, or visit
www.facebook.com/UMCOfNorthCharlestown for more
information.

Cavendish Baptist Church, 2258 Main St.
Sunday services are 10 a.m. online or in person.
Online services are on Facebook at 10 a.m.

Go to www.facebook.com/Cavendish-Baptist-
Church-258814894244302. More at www.
CavendishBaptist.com or call 802-226-7131.

Charlestown Seventh-day Adventist Church, 242
Main St.

Saturday Services include Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. and
Worship Service at 11:15 a.m. and a healthy lunch

for all after the service. All are welcome, call 603-276-
2383 for more information.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 313 Main St.

Services are on Wednesdays, from 5:30-6 p.m.; and
on Sundays, from 10-11:30 a.m., both in person and
by Zoom, followed by coffee hour. All are welcome.
Handicapped accessible. For a link to the Zoom service
or more information about services and events, please
visit www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org.

Andover Community Church, 928 Weston-Andover
Rd.

Sunday school at 9:30 a.m. and worship service

10:45 a.m. For more information, go to www.
andovercommunitychurch.org.

Holy Family Parish, St. Joseph’s Church, 148 South
Main St.

Saturday confessions at 3 p.m., Mass at 4 p.m.
Wednesday Mass at 9 a.m. For more information,
contact stmarys05156@gmail.com, call 802-885-3400,
or visit www.holyfamilyvermont.com.

Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church, 99 Sullivan St.
Worship is Sunday at 9:30 a.m. and Wednesday and
Saturday at 5 p.m. in person. For more information, go
to www.hroc.org.

Union-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 133 Old Church

CHURCH SERVICES: We run Church Services on
an alternating schedule. Subject to space. All services
are posted online at www.VermontJournal.com.

Rd.

Weekly service of morning prayer or Holy Communion

held on Sunday, at 9:30 a.m.

Grafton Community Church, 55 Main St.
Worship begins Sunday at 10 a.m. View sermons
on Zoom. For more information, go to www.
grafftoncommunitychurch.org or call 802-843-2346.

Second Congregational Church of Londonderry,
2051 N. Main St.

Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. in person or online. Fill
out a form at www.2ndcongregationalchurchvt.org to be
sent a link to the live stream.

Annunciation Catholic Church, Corner of Depot and
High St.

Masses are celebrated on Saturday at 4:30 p.m. and
on Sunday at @ a.m. For further information, see our

website at churchoftheannunciation.org, or call us at
802-228-3451.

United Church of Ludlow (UCC and Methodist), 48
Pleasant St.

Sunday services are held in person and streamed
online at 10 a.m. Email unitedchurch@tds.net for more
information. Visit www.unitedchurch.us to receive
updates on services and meetings.

Ludlow Baptist Church, on the Green, 99 Main St.
Weekly worship services are in-person. Sunday school
is at 9:30 a.m. for all ages, and Sunday worship is at
11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday's prayer meeting
is at 6:30 p.m. For more information, go to www.
LudlowBaptist.org.

Calvary Baptist Church, 156 Main St.

Sunday services are 9:30 a.m. in person.

Services are still streamed at www.facebook.com/
calvarybaptistchurchspringfieldvt. For more information,
go to www.calvarylovesspringfield.com.

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, 90 Park St.

Sunday Liturgy is 9:30 a.m. and Saturday vespers at 5
p.m. For more information, call 802-885-2615 or Parish
Council President Thomas Barton at 802-263-5719.

Springfield United Methodist Church, 10 Valley St.
Worship begins at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. Springfield
United Methodist Church welcomes everyone! The
church can be reached at 802-885-3456.

Unitarian Universalist Church, 21 Fairground Rd.
Sunday Services are at 10 a.m., in person and on
Zoom. For more information, go to www.uuspringfieldvt.
org.

Holy Family Parish, St. Mary’s Church, 10 Pleasant
St.

Sunday Mass at @ a.m. Weekday Mass Monday

and Friday, at 9 a.m.; and Tuesday, at 5:30 p.m.
Confessions at 6 p.m. For more information, contact
stmarys05156@gmail.com, call 802-885-3400, or visit
www.holyfamilyvermont.com.

St. John's Episcopal Church, corner of Westminster

and Elm St.

Sunday services are 10 a.m. in person or via Zoom. For
more information, go to www.stjohnswalpole.org, email
pastor@stjohnswalpole.org, or leave a message at 603-

756-4533.

Walpole Unitarian Church, corner of Union and
Main St.

Sunday Service begins at 10 a.m. Services are also
available via Zoom. For links and updates, go to www.
walpoleunitarianchurch.org.

First Congregational Church of Westminster, 3470
U.S. Route 5

Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in our historic church
and on Zoom. We have a children’s message each
Sunday and following church is a time of fellowship in
the Hall with coffee and snacks. For more information,
call 802-518-0321, email us at westminstercongoline@
gmail.com, or find us on Facebook at www.facebook.

com/FirstCongregational-Church-of-Westminster-
Inc-1506511432980057.

The Old Parish Church, 644 Main St.
A diverse, informal, and welcoming congregation.
Sunday service begins at 10:30 a.m. via Zoom. For

more information, contact Jon Bliss, minister, at 802-824-

4452 or email easthillfarm@vermontel.net.

GREATER FALLS
INSU RANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

WW

Home « Auto « Farm « Business « Motorcycle - Recreational Vehicles

7190 US Route 5 - Westminster, Vermont 05158

802-463-1900 - www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Grace I. Farnum, 2025

NAVARRE, Fla. - Grace
Irene Farnum passed away
on Dec. 8, 2025, in Navarre,
Fla.

She was born in Browns-
ville, Vt., the daughter of
Russell and Nelly Sander-
son Washburn. Grace spent
much of her life in Vermont
and New Hampshire, and
was known for her strong
work ethic, kindness, and
dedication to others.

Grace worked for many
years as a manager at Aubu-
chon Hardware in Spring-
field, Vt., and Claremont,
N.H. She took pride in her
work and was respected
by colleagues and custom-
ers alike. She also provided

transportation services,
driving for Simones, as-
sisting people traveling to
and from airports and sur-
rounding areas. She was
known for her reliability
and her willingness to help
others.

She is survived by her
children Sharon Smart,
Grace  Nelson, Vickie
Coyle, and Russell Farnum;
and was predeceased by her
son Harry Farnum Jr.

A graveside service will
be held June 14, at 11 a.m.,
at Oakland Cemetery in
Springfield, Vt.

She will be deeply missed
by her family and all who
knew her.

Joanne Matthews, 1935-2026

HINSDALE, N.H. -
Joanne Matthews, of Hins-
dale, N.H., passed away on
April 19, 2026, at the Jack
Byrne Center in Lebanon,
N.H.

Joanne was born on June
9, 1935, in South Reading,
Vt., the daughter of Ger-
ald Matthews and Beatrice
(Stocker) Matthews.

Joanne worked at the
Book Press in Brattleboro
for many years, and she also
served as president of the la-
bor union.

Joanne was predeceased
by her parents, her sister
Sandra Stratton, her son
Wendell Deuso Jr., and her
daughter Valerie Dubiel.

Joanne is survived by
her son Bruce Deuso, and
daughters Lynn Cunning-
ham and Lori Raymond,
as well as her brother, Jerry
Matthews, and sisters Juan-
ita Sylvester and Nancy

Joanne Matthews, 1935-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Lord. She is also survived by
several grandchildren and
great-grandchildren, as well
as nieces and nephews.

There will be a celebration
of life scheduled at a later
date.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

at 12 p.m.
.

OBITUARIES: A 200-word obituary is $100, and
$0.60 per word thereafter. A photo is an additional
$20. Email to editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday

J

Securities and investment advisory
whed and other entities and/or marketing names,

N4

DIAMOND POINT WEALTH PARTNERS
Formerly Huntley Financial Services
Derek Karner

802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately
products or services referenced he

re independent of Osaic Wealth.

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

WAL UNTIL«
YOUTASTE I

SINCE 1917

4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)
1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

81081XEL separately $323-93

= »
SMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCyE>
OMAHA STEAKS

Butcher's Classic Pack

4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
4 PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)

8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 312993

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399 | 1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 81081XEL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last.
Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

Scan Now To Order

m]a '=.

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

David Chaves
EXCAVATING

Family Owned & Operated Scuce 1950

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish
Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds
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TOWN OF LONDONDERRY VERMONT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Londonderry Development Review Board will meet

at 100 Old School St at 5:30 PM on Wednesday May 20,
2026, to hold a public hearing for an application from
Wylie Construction for a setback variance at the Berkowitz
property at 2460 Under the Mountain Rd. Those interested
in seeing the applications, submitting written comments, or
attending the hearings remotely should contact the town’s
Zoning Administrator at zoningadmin@londonderryvt.org.

Mount Holly Select Board seeks Treasurer

The Mount Holly Select Board seeks to appoint a Treasurer
to fill the position until the end of the current term in March
2027.

The Treasurer role includes the responsibility to keep the
Town’s financial accounts, investing Town funds, keeping

a record of the taxes voted, paying the bills when orders to
do so are properly submitted, supporting grant applications
and reporting, and interacting with other Town officials to
ensure that Town finances run smoothly. This position may
be supported by an Assistant Treasurer also to be appointed
by the Select Board.

This position is open only to those registered to vote in
the Town of Mount Holly. Although the position can be
performed remotely, ideally the appointee will be able to
work in the Town Office for 1-2 hours per week.

Competitive candidates will have prior accounting,
bookkeeping or municipal treasurer experience.

Interested candidates should submit a resume and

letter of interest to the Mount Holly Select Board at
mounthollyselectboard@gmail.com or by mail to PO Box
248, Mount Holly, VT 05758, or these can also be dropped
off at the Town Office, 50 School Street, Mount Holly.

MAY 9 -

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — The
North School Preservation
Society will hold its first
yard sale fundraiser of the
season on Saturday, May 9,
from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., rain
or shine, at 5 School Street.
The sale includes household
goods, tools, books, vintage
items, collectibles, smalll

appliances, and much more.

NEWPORT, N.H. — Dance
to live country music on
Saturday, May 9, from 2-5
p.m., at the Newport Moose

Club, 18 Golf Club Road.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Join
Springfield on the Move for
a delightful Mother’s Day
market on Saturday, May
9, from10a.m. -4 p.m.,,
at 100 River Street. This is
the perfect way to honor
the incredible moms in our
lives. Discover a beautifully

curated market featuring
local artists showcasing
their unique creations,
amazing vendors offering
handmade goods and gifs,
and workshops where you
can learn to create stunning
floral arrangements.
Whether you're looking for
the perfect gift or a fun day
out with mom, this event has
something for everyone.
Don’t miss out on the joy
and creativity waiting for
you at the Great Hall.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Join
the Springfield Humane
Society in front of Shaw’s,
in the Springfield Plaza, on
Saturday, May 9, from 9
a.m. - 3 p.m., for basket

raffles and baked goods by

donation.

MAY 12 -

CLAREMONT, N.H. — The
Claremont Senior Center’s
first car show planning
meeting will be held on
Tuesday, May 12, at 6 p.m.,
at the senior center, 5 Acer

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WINDHAM

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Selectboard of

the Town of WINDHAM proposes, pursuant to Title 19
Vermont Statutes Annotated, Chapter 7, and pursuant

to vote by the Selectboard on its own motion, to take the
following action with regard to the town highway set forth
below:

1) To discontinue Monet Lane (Town Highway # 30) in
its entirety; the property to return back to the abutting
landowners; and

THEREFORE, pursuant to Title 19 V.S.A. Chapter 7, you are
hereby notified that a site visit will be held by the Selectboard
for the Town of WINDHAM on June 15, 2026 commencing
at 4:30 p.m. at the Monet Lane road site.

The Selectboard shall reconvene in the Meeting Room at the
Windham School Building, Windham, Vermont, after the
site visit for a hearing on the matter. The hearing shall begin
at 5:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the Selectboard and
interested persons return from the site visit. The purpose

of the hearing shall be to hear all persons interested in said
public highway discontinuance.

This hearing and site visit will be a joint hearing and site
visit with the Town of Windham Selectboard as the highway,
Monet Lane, exists in both towns, and each town desires to
discontinue the roadway.

Dated at Windham, Vermont this 4th day of May, 2026.

SELECTBOARD, TOWN OF WINDHAM

Thank you.

WATER FLUSHING NOTICE
VILLAGE OF LUDLOW

On Tuesday, May 5, 2026 through Thursday, May 7, 2026,

the Village of Ludlow Water Department will be flushing the
water system and testing the fire hydrant system. The flushing
will take place each day from 7:00 AM to 3:30 PM.

Please note: The entire water system will be affected.
Residents may experience discolored water during this time.
When the flushing is complete, please be sure to let your cold
water run until your water runs clear. We appreciate your
patience and understanding while we perform our annual
distribution system maintenance.

If you have any questions, please call the Water Department
at 228-8431 or the Municipal Office at 228-2842.

NOTICE OF SALE
TOWN OF CAVENDISH, VERMONT

NOTICE OF TERMS OF PROPOSED CONVEYANCE OF
REAL ESTATE

On April 13th, 2026, the Selectboard of the Town of Cavendish
approved the following terms for the sale of parcel # 1V20-117,
341 & 343 Greven Road Extension. This notice is published
pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1061 to provide the public with notice
of the terms of the proposed conveyance and of the citizens’
right to petition for a vote to disapprove the conveyance.

TERMS OF PROPOSED SALE

In exchange for a lump sum payment in the amount of
$36,431.33, parcel # 1V20-117, 341 & 343 Greven Road
Extension shall be deeded from the Town of Cavendish to
Arnold Norton Jr.

CITIZENS RIGHT TO PETITION FOR VOTE

In accordance with 24 V.S.A.. § 1061(a)(2) If a petition signed
by five percent of the legal voters of the municipality objecting
to the above proposed conveyance is presented to the municipal
clerk within 30 days of the date of posting and publication

of this notice, the legislative body shall cause the question

of whether the municipality shall convey the real estate to

be considered at a special or annual meeting called for that
purpose. After the meeting, the real estate may be conveyed
unless a majority of the voters of the municipality present and
voting vote to disapprove of the conveyance.

Unless a petition is filed in accordance with subdivision 24
V.S.A.. § 1061(a)(2), the legislative body may authorize the
conveyance.

PERSON TO CONTACT

Additional information pertaining to this conveyance may be
obtained by contacting Richard Chambers, Town Manager 802-
226-7291 or cavtm@cavendishvt.org during normal office hours.

below:

landowners; and

discontinue the roadway.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF LONDONDERRY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Selectboard of the
Town of LONDONDERRY proposes, pursuant to Title

19 Vermont Statutes Annotated, Chapter 7, and pursuant
to vote by the Selectboard on its own motion, to take the
following action with regard to the town highway set forth

1) To discontinue Monet Lane (Town Highway # 21) in
its entirety; the property to return back to the abutting

THEREFORE, pursuant to Title 19 V.S.A. Chapter 7,

you are hereby notified that a site visit will be held by the
Selectboard for the Town of LONDONDERRY on June 15,
2026 commencing at 4:30 p.m. at the Monet Lane road site.

The Selectboard shall reconvene in the Meeting Room at the
Windham School Building, Windham, Vermont, after the
site visit for a hearing on the matter. The hearing shall begin
at 5:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the Selectboard and
interested persons return from the site visit. The purpose

of the hearing shall be to hear all persons interested in said
public highway discontinuance.

This hearing and site visit will be a joint hearing and site
visit with the Town of Windham Selectboard as the highway,
Monet Lane, exists in both towns, and each town desires to

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont this 4 day of May, 2026.

SELECTBOARD, TOWN OF LONDONDERRY

The Vermont Journal

LEGAL NOTICES

Heights.

MAY 13 -

PLAINFIELD, N.H. - The
Blow-Me-Down Grange's
Humpday Luncheon will
be served on Wednesday,
May 13, from 12-1 p.m.
The menu will be turkey

a la king over rice, salad,
and dessert. Proceeds
from the event will benefit
Liberty House for veterans in
Manchester, N.H.

MAY 14 -
LUDLOW, Vt. - The Black
River Academy Museum,

14 High Street, will host “A
Taste for Wine and Murder,”
a murder mystery game
night, on Thursday, May

14, at 6 p.m. Please reserve
tickets by May 4. To do

so, email paulaferro22@
comcast.net. This is a
fundraising event for the
museum.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — The
Springfield Rotary Club will
be holding a Fill the Cart
From the Heart Food Drive
on Saturday, May 16, from
9am.-1p.m., inthe
Springfield Shopping Plaza,
to benefit the Springfield
Family Center Food Shelf.
Please come grab a bag
and fill it with nonperishable
food items or personal care
products to help those in
need. The Rotary Club will
be set up by Shaw’s in the
plaza and hopes to see you
there.

MAY 16 -
WEATHERSFIELD, Vt. — A
spring migration bird walk
cosponsored by Ascutney
Mountain Audubon Society,
Weathersfield Historical
Society, Weathersfield Parks
and Recreation, WPLA, and
Weathersfield Conservation
Commission will be held

on May 16, at 7 a.m.,
beginning at the Walsh Bird
Sanctuary. Please email
amas@vermontel.net to get
directions and to register for
the event. This event is free
and open to all ages. The
walk will be on forest trails
with some steep sections,
and is about 2 miles with

a shorter option available
for those who desire. Bring
binoculars. No dogs.
Parking directions will be
provided upon registration.
Carpooling is advised.

ALSTEAD, N.H. — Charles
Andros, former New
Hampshire and Vermont
apiary inspector, will hold

a beekeeping workshop on
Saturday, May 16, from 1-4
p.m., at 18 Maclean Road.
Topics of discussion will be
finding queens, requeening
colonies, pollen collection,
swarm control, supering,
and bee-venom therapy.
Bring a veil if you have one,

ARTICLE 1

ARTICLE 2

Selectboard of the Town of Londonderry

WARNING FOR THE LONDONDERRY TOWN MEETING

The legal voters of the Town of Londonderry, Vermont, are hereby notified and warned to meet
at the Town Hall, 139 Middletown Road, South Londonderry in Londonderry, on Monday, May
11, 2026, to act on the following Articles, namely:

BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED FROM THE FLOOR:
Beginning at 6:00 p.m., the following business will be transacted from the floor:

Shall the Town raise and appropriate a sum not to exceed $81,000 for the
purpose of funding, in part, the salary and benefits of the General Office Manager, a portion
of which salary and benefits will be shared by all Departments within the town?

To transact any other business that may legally come before the Meeting.

e (NON-BINDING) Shall the Town of Londonderry authorize the Selectboard to
investigate purchasing one or more parcels of land for future use to be determined
by a future Town Meeting?

Dated at Londonderry this 6th day of April 2026.

Thomaéavanagh, Chair

es Ameden, Jr.,

=t

Taylor Prouty

bt

James Fleming

Leanne Alexander

Received for the record this 6th day of April 2026

(Z\ﬁ_/%“@/ Allison Marino, Town Clerk

as we shall be opening
some colonies. Water and
sunscreen are also a plus.
We'll be inside if it is @
rainy day. Registration is
required. To register, email
lindenamel@gmail.com or

call 603-756-9056.

SUNDAYS -
CHESTER, Vt. — Six Loose
Ladies hosts Odd Bobbins

Spinners the second Sunday
of each month from 1-4
p.m. at their location on the
Common in Chester.

PLYMOUTH, Vt. - The
Plymouth Historical Society,
at the former Plymouth
Elementary School, will

be open every Sunday
afternoon, from 2-4 p.m.
Waitch for the “open” flag.

MONDAYS -
WESTON, Vt. - Bingo is
Monday nights at 7 p.m.

at the Weston Rod & Gun
Club, 982 Route 100,

1.5 miles north of Weston
Village. All are welcome.

LUDLOW, Vt. - The Fletcher
Memorial Library, 88 Main
Street, hosts the Black River
Grief Support Group on the
second Monday of every
month, from 1-2 p.m. This is
A safe space for individuals
to share their experiences,
find comfort, and learn
coping strategies after a
loss. Offered by Black River
Good Neighbor Services.
For more information, call

802-228-3663.

TUESDAYS -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — The
Springfield Senior Center,

139 Main Street, will hold
drop-in corn hole games
every Tuesday, at 1 p.m. For
more information, contact
executive director Lori
Johnson at 802-885-3933
or lorijohnsonssc@gmaiil.
com.

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Cribbage is played at the
Claremont Senior Center, 5
Acer Heights, on Tuesdays,
at 1 p.m. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Men’s pool games are
played every Tuesday

and Thursday, from 9
a.m.— 12 p.m., at the
Claremont Senior Center,
5 Acer Heights. All men
are welcome. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

WEDNESDAYS -
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Knitting Together, every
Wednesday, 1-3 p.m., at
Village Square Booksellers,
knitting hats and mittens for
our school kids. We provide
yarn, some direction,

and an enjoyable visit.
Acrylic yarn donations

are always welcome. For
more information, contact

Caroline at 802-463-4653.

THURSDAYS -

LUDLOW, Vt. — The Black
River Memory Cafe is held
on the second Thursday of
each month, at the United
Church of Ludlow, 48
Pleasant Street, from 11
a.m. - 1 p.m. The memory
cafe is free to attend, snacks
included, and offers a safe
and comfortable space
where caregivers and

their loved ones living with
dementia or Alzheimer’s can
socialize, listen to music,
play games, and enjoy other
appropriate activities. This
is a program of Black River
Good Neighbor Services.
For more information,
contact Vicki at 802-376-
3388, or Krey at 802-228-
3663.
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BUYING/
SELLING

BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper
$$, Vintage Sports Postcards,
Comics. See our displays at
antique centers in Chester and
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available.

CLEAN OUTS +
MORE

EZ-Dump Enterprises has a
15-yard dump trailer available.
We're dlso here for heating
equipment, appliance removal,

Magris Talc offers
scholarships

REGION - Magris Talc
is now accepting college
scholarship applications for
the 2026-2027 academic
year. Two $2,500 scholar-
ships are available for stu-
dents of the greater Ludlow
area (Springfield, Chester,
Andover, Mount Holly,
etc.) in their last year of
homeschool or high school,
who are choosing to pursue
either a four-year bachelor’s

home/sforqge unit clean outs,
stump grinding, and refinishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfield, Vt. area. Call/text
802-376-1168 or email ezdump.
bl@gmail.com.

DRIVING

Driving anywhere in the Chester,
Ludlow, Mount Holly area, call
Yana at 802-259-2226.

HAIRCUT

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Disabled man
seeking someone to give in-home
haircut, preferably on a recurring

basis. Will pay market rate.
Please call 802-885-6796.

YARD SALE

MOVING = SALE, Friday and
Saturday, May 15 and 16, from
8 a.m. — 4 p.m., at 184 South
Street, Springfield, Vt. Rain or
shine. Everything must go.

WANTED

CLAREMONT, N.H. - | am look-
ing for a fuse box for a 1996
Chevy Geo Metro LS, 4 cylinder
with manual transmission. Call
919-772-3832 or email cindy-
c00l09@yahoo.com.

college

that would qualify in one
of the following disciplines:
earth or natural sciences;
mining; engineering; envi-
ronmental studies or man-
agement; health and safety;
or the industrial trades,
such as mechanical, elec-
trical, welding, HVAC, and
plumbing.

Applicants must submit
an essay describing their

interest in the field they are
entering, how that interest
developed, and what their
plans are for the future. Es-
says must be accompanied
by a cover letter with all
contact information and
submitted to Magris Talc,
c/o Scholarship Commit-
tee, 73 East Hill Road, Lud-
low, VT 05149. The appli-
cation deadline is May 30.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT PROBATE DIVISION
Windsor Unit Docket No.: 26-PR-01487
Inre ESTATE of : Marilyn Brochu —l

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the Creditors of: Marilyn Brochu

Decedent
late of Weathersfield

Decedent’s Town of Residence

I have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims against the decedent or the
estate must present their claims in writing within four (4) months of the first publication of this notice.
The claim must be presented to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The
claim may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.

Dated: ) Signature o);Ffduciary / O
L1104/ / A /J% Gééu
T

[

-2\ - Ay

Executor/Administrator
Donald R. Brochu
Phone Number Email

802-885-2582

Mailing Address

c/o Parker & Ankuda, PC, PO Box 519
City, State, Zip

Springfield VT 05156

Name of Publication: Vermont Journal - The Shopper

Publication Date: May 6, 2026

Vermont Superior Court, Windsor County, Probate Division
12 The Green
Woodstock VT 05091

Name of Probate Court:
Address of Probate Court:

TOWN OF CHESTER - NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lienholders and mortgagees of the real
estate in the Town of Chester, in the County of Windsor, and State of Vermont are hereby
notified that real estate taxes for the 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025 tax years assessed

degree or two-year techni-
cal or trade program.

To qualify, students must
be entering a field of study

by the Town of Chester remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid upon the following

Green Mountain Union ngh School described real estate in the Town of Chester as indicated below, to wit:

FOOD SERVICE WORKER

Rodney Batchelder (deceased) and Scott Murphy: Delinquent 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024

GMUHS is seeking a part-time school year cook to join its and 2025 Property Taxes

Food and Nutritional Services team (15 hours per week).
No nights, weekends, or holidays required. Pay ranges from
$16.70 to $20.70 per hour. Interested applicants should
contact Andrew.Levesque@trsu.org or 802-875-2146.

CLASSIFIEDS
Start at $20 per week.

Being 1.10 acres of land, more or less, with multi-family dwelling and any and all
improvements thereon, located at 1807 Mattson Road, Chester, Vermont, and being all
and the same lands and premises conveyed to Rodney G. Batchelder (now deceased) and
Lynn Batchelder by Warranty Deed of Warren Pease and Nancy Pease dated July 1, 1977,
and recorded in the Chester Land Records in Book 54 at Page 394. Reference is made to
the following: (a) Quit Claim Deed from Lynn Batchelder to Rodney G. Batchelder dated
July 20, 1999, and recorded in the Chester Land Records in Book 84 at Page 229; and (b)
Warranty Deed from Rodney G. Batchelder to Rodney G. Batchelder and Scott N. Murphy,
as joint tenants with rights of survivorship, dated December 20, 1999, and recorded in the
Chester Land Records in Book 84 at Page 514. (Parcel 1.D. #272017).

Buy 3 get 1 Free!
ads@vermontjournal.com

Town of Westminster

P.O. BOX 147 WESTMINSTER, VT 05158
| Tel. 802-722- 4524 Fax 802-722-9816

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD (DRB)

WESTMINSTER TOWN HALL
Westminster, Vermont

And so much of said real estate will be sold at public auction at the Chester Town Clerk’s
office, a public place in said Town on the 16th day of July, 2026 at 11:00 oclock in the
forenoon, as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with costs and fees, unless previously
paid. Be advised that the owner or mortgagee, or the owner’s or mortgagee’s representatives
or assigns, of lands sold for taxes shall have a right to redemption for a period of one year
from the date of sale pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5260.

Legal Notice

The Westminster Development Review Board will meet at 6:00 pm on Monday, June 1, 2026 to consider the
following:

Any questions or inquiries regarding the above-referenced sale should be directed to the
following address:

Carroll, Boe & Kite, P.C.
ATTN: James E Carroll, Esq. or Wanda M. Murray, Paralegal
64 Court Street

Middlebury, Vermont 05753

Application # 26-30 Luis Gaullpa (Owner) & Eli Reed (Applicant) property located at

3366 & 3338 US Route 5. The Owner & Applicant are requesting a

Change of Use - To establish Lodging / Bed & Breakfast and Restaurant

in Westminster, Vermont. This Application will be reviewed under Section 311
Site Plan Review; Section 445 Village District Zone; & Article IX Historical

Preservation Overlay of the adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws.

Telephone: (802) 388-6711

Carroll, Boe & Kite, P.C. and the Town of Chester do not give any opinion or certification
as to the marketability of the title to the above-referenced property as held by the current
owners/taxpayers.

Application # 26-31 Kyle & Shari Pierce (Owners) property located at

82 Rathbun Rd. The Owners are requesting a Garage with a

“Waiver of Dimensional Requirements” in Westminster, Vermont. This
Application will be reviewed under Section 311 Site Plan Review; Section 312
Waiver of Di 1 Requir ts; & Section 447 Rural Residential

District Zone of the adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws

The only acceptable forms of bid payment at the day of tax sale are bank check payable to
Carroll, Boe & Kite, P.C., Real Estate Trust Account. No personal checks will be accepted.

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 20th day of April, 2026.

Participation in the proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to make any subsequent appeals.

The application is available for review in the Westminster Town Hall, 3651 US Route 5 Westminster, Vermont

05158, Monday — Thursday from 7:30 am - 4:30 pm. Julie Hance, Town of Chester Delinquent Tax Collector

Art Crafts Gifts

CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM
Community Art Center offering Workshops, Equipped Studios,

Camps, and More
611 R1.103S, Ludlow, VT 802-228-8770

www.CreateTogetherVT.org
(12/9/26 - 52)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT

Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops

68 Main St., Springfield VT 802-885-7111 galleryvault.org
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5

Workshops galleryvault.org/workshops

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates.
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or
stoneartd9@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com.

(05/20/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY

Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls,
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates.
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.

(10/07/26 - 26)

Organic Lawn & Land Care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN

We’re Different- Our organic lawn and garden care brings
peace of mind for the family, friends and critters using your
yard. Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet,
so you can relax while we do the hard work.

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing. finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville.
802-558-5267.

(05/13/26 - 13)

ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT

Booking for winter 2025 and spring 2026 projects. Offer carpentry,
remodeling, interior & exterior painting, window & door replace-
ments, vinyl siding washing, pressure washing, drywall repairs, and
odd jobs. Call 802-591-0019 or email billr2808@gmail.com. Caven-
dish, Vt.

(05/06/26 - 26)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER
Painting Interior and Exterior

All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well
802-263-9693 rogcaw@msn.com

Roger, Perkinsville, VT

(05/13/26- 13)

Campground

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND

2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com.

Outside Inside, Nature & the Imaginal paintings by Gil Perry
Open Wall Exhibit: A Burst of Color, A World of Wonder
Hand-painted Silk Scarves Boho Bunnies by Terri Flowers
May 23 11-12:30 Artist Demo-Handmade Books

with Debora Stuart
Ariful Flea May 23 10-3
VR Open Studio Weekend- May 23&24 vermontcrafts.com
(07/15/26 - TFN - 13)

Builders/Contractors
A & J’S TREE SERVICE

No job too big or foo small. Also offering general contracting.
Free Estimates & Fully Insured. “Dangerous Trees are our Spe-
cialty.” 802-376-7000.

(07/22/26 - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC

Navy Seabee Veteran owned. We pride ourselves on cus-

Fence Installations - Expert, best-quality fence installations
with references available. Call Today!

Driveway Repairs & Drainage Work- Does your driveway need
some TLC? Call Green Bee!

We're fully insured, reliable and priced right. Reach Out Today
to secure your spoft in our 2026 schedule! Phone, text or email:
802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com

(09/16/26 - 26)

Tools

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large

fomer service, and getting the job done right the first time. We ?g;fﬁ”g“

are looking to book up our season. Decks, customn file shower, ¢ 4 $$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
siding, doors, windows, drywall, foundation repair, you name H PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.

we do it. Check us out on Instagram @nedthehammer. Ned Chlropqutor 802-579-5891

Mortensen, cell 802-376-3275, edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.
(03/17/27 - 52)

(06/17/26 - 13)

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC

Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10a.m. -5 p.m.

(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)
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Dear Editor,

This letter is to enthusiastically endorse
Wendy Levy for president of the Bellow
Falls Village Trustees. She is smart, capa-
ble, creative, caring, responsible, aware of

ing.

the issues, and, most importantly, aware

of the suffering of others, with the com-
passionate intent to alleviate that suffer-

Dear Editor,

I decided to run for Ches-
ter GM School Board and
passed all my info to the
town in order. Chester had a
forum for all the candidates
who were running for pub-
lic office. The moderator
asked candidates the ques-
tions, and we all answered,
giving the public why you
should vote for us. It went
well and The Chester Tele-
graph was there to report
and take photos for ques-
tions they were going to
ask. I and many others have
had issues with The Ches-
ter Telegraph and how and
why they do their reporting
on articles. Their articles
on candidates were, let’s say
one-sided, and filled with
specific words to call at-
tention to the editors/blog
views or candidates they
supported.

The Chester Telegraph
not only printed articles in
support of my opponent,
but also printed articles to
not vote for me. I was in-
terested in getting on the
school board and dealing
with very important issues
coming our way. Chester
had its voting on March 3,
and the results came in. I
had lost the race 287-259; I
lost by 28 votes.

Freedom of speech seems

to be served by The Chester
Telegraph as they see fit. (1)
By supporting a candidate
who had ethics issues. (2)
Publishing a direct article
to not vote for his oppo-
nent, me. I did nothing and
this hurt my votes. (3) Not
printing my answers as I
submitted them to the six
questions that The Chester
Telegraph had asked. In-
stead The Chester Telegraph
editor, who I went back and
forth with, answered my
questions with “Declined to
answer” for all six questions.
I submitted my reply to the
six questions in time to be
printed in my posting run-
ning for GM School Board.
So, I ask again, freedom of
speech is the right to freely
stomp on another’s freedom
of speech if you are a well-
established editor?

I then filed and read my
formal complaint to our
town selectboard to remove
them as a paper of record.
Four out of our five select-
board members voted to
keep The Chester Telegraph
paper of record and find my
complaint to be irritating
and a waste of their time
and infringing on freedom
of press. Freedom of speech
for me, yes or no? I now find
The Chester Telegraph to be

(

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Subject to space. May be edited for clarity, grammati-
cal errors, and libelous statements. Must be kept under
400 words. Must include name and town for publication.
Viewpoints do not necessarily reflect the views of The
Vermont Journal & The Shopper.

N

POLITICAL LETTERS
Due to the volume of political letters we receive during
elections, and the increased cost of adding pages to the
paper to print them all, political letters are charged at the
rate of $75 for 200 words, and $0.50 per word thereaf-
ter. Political letters include endorsing, electioneering, or
campaigning for, or against, a specific candidate or party.

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
TAXPAYER NOTICE

The fourth and final installment of the 2025-2026 Town &
Town School District Taxes is due and payable May 15, 2026.
Payments can be made as follows:

« In person or through the mail. Allow extra time for mail
delivery.

« Dropped into our mail slot located in the white door that
faces Main Street or into the mail slot located in the door on
the second floor at the top of the outside stairs.

« Electronically on the town’s website at https://springfieldvt.
gov. A fee is charged for this method of payment.

Payment receipts available in person or by including a
stamped self-addressed return envelope or an email address.
Town Hall is open M-F 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Barbara A.
Courchesne, Treasurer, CV'T.

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF READING, VT - HIGHWAY DEPT

The Town of Reading VT is seeking an Equipment Operator/
Truck Driver/Laborer for the Town Highway Department.
The position is for an energetic individual that is seeking full-
time secure long-term employment. The position is 40 hours
per week. (4) 10-hour days, May to October and (5) 8-hour
days November to April. However, a flexible schedule during
the November to April period is a must and may include
nights, weekends and holidays, as well as overtime. The
applicant must be able to pass a random pre-employment
drug test and understand that the position also includes
random drug and alcohol testing by the State of Vermont.
Applicants must possess a current valid CDL license, have

a clean driving record, and be dependable and willing to be
on call during winter hours. Experience with the operation
of heavy equipment such as a bucket loader and road grader
as well as equipment such as chain saws, and welders etc. a
plus. Manual labor and some heavy lifting is required. The
knowledge and ability to do some mechanical repairs is also
a plus. This job includes an excellent starting salary range of
$20.00 to $26.00 per hour depending on experience, and a
benefit package including vacation, insurance and retirement
contribution.

Questions should be referred to Bob Allen, Chair of
Selectboard at (802)-296-1124 or rkallen@myfairpoint.net

Send application, resume and references to: Town of
Reading, PO Box 72, Reading, VT 05062 Attn: Selectboard,
OR e-mail to Selectboard@readingvt.net

Yes, as someone who has known
Wendy for many years, I do enthusiasti-
cally endorse her candidacy.

Paid for by Michael Gigante, Ph.D.
Bellows Falls, Vt.

not a paper, not a blog,
but a tabloid, with what
and how they edit and
report. This is what we
want our Town of Ches-
ter to be represented with
by paying them?

I have asked The Ches-
ter Telegraph to please
print what I had an-
swered for my questions
over and over again. They
did not do this. At the se-
lectboard meeting, The
Telegraph stated it is their
paper and they can print
what they want. First of
all, they do not meet the
guidelines of paper of re-
cord and do not have a
printed copy of a paper. If
they can print what they
want as claimed, then
why ask anyone ques-
tions?

So, to that end, my re-
sponse that I asked The
Telegraph to put in for
each of my six questions
was, “No comment here.
I will be happy to answer
any questions in person
at the Fullerton Inn on
Feb. 28, at 5:30, p.m. Sin-
cerely, Randy Miles” The
Telegraph put in “De-
clined to answer” for all
six questions. This was
another in-person open
forum.

I gave a slight hint that
was not comfortable with
The Chester Telegraph
and left it to the voters to
decide, not the editor of
The Telegraph. Do you
think there is a difference
between what the edi-
tor of The Telegraph an-
swered to my questions
and what I submitted to
them, to put in place of
each of the six questions?
Does The Telegraph have
more of a right to print
my answer for me than
me? Did The Telegraph
have any influence on the
voting?

Sincerely,
Randy Miles
Chester, Vt.

Dear Editor,

At a recent Chester
Planning Commission
meeting, Kellen Apple-
ton and Allison Hopkins
from the Mount Ascut-
ney Regional Commis-
sion shared a statistic
that stopped me cold.
Chester’s average age is
rising one year for every
two that pass. At that
pace, within 30 years,
our average resident will
be 65 or older.

The numbers confirm
it. In 2020, Chester had
745 residents over 65
and only 532 under 18.
Our median age climbed
from 41.9 to 50.5 in just
20 years. For the first
time in modern memo-
ry, we have more seniors
than school-age chil-
dren.

An aging population
is one of the clearest
signals of a community
under strain. In any
healthy society, we make
a bargain: We care for
the old through Social
Security and Medicare.
We care for the young
through public schools.
In between, working-age
adults produce, build,
raise families, and keep
a town alive.

That balance is break-
ing here. Chester is
losing children, and a
major reason is hous-
ing constraint. Act 181
was designed to loosen
land-use barriers and
create housing where in-
frastructure supports it.
The goal is not growth
for its own sake. It is to
give younger families a
reason to move in, and

Dear Editor,

I am grateful to Cap-
tain Claude Weyant for
his letter in the April 22
edition advising cyclists,
especially children, of
the safety measures and
traffic laws they should
observe. All of his advice
is correct and useful. But
what bothers me is that
it makes cycling sound
inherently ~ dangerous,
and places all of the re-
sponsibility for road
safety on the cyclist.

The officer is com-
pletely right to empha-

e

Machine

Whitney Blake is continually growing and looking
for associates to join our team. Check us out!

We have currently have the following opportunities:

Assembler
Staff Accountant

To apply, send resume to humanresources@wblake.com
9 Lovell Drive, Bellows Falls, VT 05101
https://wblake.com/company/careers/

Whltney
Blake
Company

Operator

SCHOOL DISTRICT

APPLY
TODAY

SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT

301 SOUTH STREET -

SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT 05156 [
WWW.SSDVT.ORG 7

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR..
mmm) A MEANINGFUL CAREER

=) FAMILY FRIENDLY HOURS
EEE)  COMPETITIVE WAGES
W) EXCELLENT BENEFITS

PHYSICAL PLANT SUPERVISOR, SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS, SCHOOL
PSYCHOLOGISTS, SPEECH LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST, INSTRUCTIONAL
PARAEDUCATORS, CUSTODIAL STAFF AND SUBSTITUTES

UPDATED SUBSTITUTE PAY STRUCTURE!!
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to give older residents the
option to downsize.

That is why I struggle
with Act 73.

Act 73 is presented as a
path to efficiency through
education  consolidation.
But even the state’s own
redistricting task force re-
ported it did not find evi-
dence that mergers on this
scale would reliably lower
costs, improve outcomes,
or expand equity. Vermont
has been down this road
before. An analysis of Act
46 found that merged and
unmerged districts  ulti-
mately spent about the
same, just in different ways.

And those analyses miss
the soft costs. In Chester,
our schools are woven into
daily life. Some kids walk.
Some ride bikes. Many
tamilies have short drives.
If consolidation pushes
students farther away, the
cost does not disappear. It
shifts from the state ledger
onto working families: lon-
ger drives, more fuel, more
wear on vehicles, more lost
time.

Meanwhile, we face a
more immediate crisis.
Chester’s Green Mountain
Unified School District
(GMUSD) budget - $19.34
million - failed at the polls
in March. Superinten-
dent Layne Millington has
warned that substantial
cuts would produce only
small tax reductions. The
district has already begun
contemplating reductions
in force. That means firing
teachers.

If we start cutting teach-
ers to squeeze a budget into
place, we weaken one of

size the rules of the road
that minors may not know
but of which they should
be aware: yielding to pe-
destrians, slowing down
and being cautious at in-
tersections, making sig-
nals, etc.

If only all drivers met
this standard! My point
is that our traffic law en-
forcement officers would
do well to ensure that all
of the wvehicular traffic
obeyed these principles.
My experience, as a cyclist
and as a driver (as nearly
all adult cyclists are), is
that most Vermont drivers
are careful and considerate
when encountering bicycle
riders.

But all cyclists live in
dread of the distracted
driver, especially the one
looking at their phone and

the very things that makes
a town attractive to new
families. The enrollment
data makes this vivid. Two
Rivers Supervisory Union
has lost 22%of its students
in five years - from 919
in 2020, to 721 in 2025.
Chester-Andover  alone
dropped from 241 to 211.

Cutting schools will not
reverse that trend. It will
accelerate it.

If Vermont wants intel-
ligent growth, it cannot
invite housing develop-
ment with one hand while
undermining local schools
with the other. Strong
schools are not a side issue.
They are one of the core
reasons families choose a
community.

Before we cut teachers
in the name of efficiency,
we should exhaust smarter
alternatives: shared ser-
vices, better sourcing, bulk
purchasing, regional con-
tracts, and creative part-
nerships that reduce costs
without reducing quality.

Chester votes again on
May 12. For many home-
owners, the added cost is
closer to the price of a fast-
food breakfast each month
than the financial catastro-
phe some fear. In return,
we keep teachers in class-
rooms and preserve one
of the strongest assets that
still draws young families
here.

Vote “yes” on the
GMUSD  budget. Our
town’s future depends on
it.

Sincerely,
Carl Henshaw
Chester, Vt.

texting as they drive. We
can't tell child cyclists to
avoid these drivers; they’re
just out there, a lethal
menace.

We rely on our sherift’s
department and police de-
partments to reinforce the
message to drivers that
they are the ones in charge
of a potentially deadly ob-
ject, and they have to oper-
ate it responsibly, with due
consideration to more vul-
nerable but equally entitled
road users. Which means
not checking the phone
while they drive.

I look forward to Cap-
tain Weyant’s letters to the
editor driving home that
message.

Yours faithfully,
Matt Seaton
Cavendish, Vt.

North Walpole Village District
Hydrant Flushing

The North Walpole Water Department with the assistance of
the North Walpole Fire Department will be flushing hydrants
throughout the Village District starting at 9 AM on Saturday,
May 9th, 2026.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Bob
Mcguirk, Water Operator at 603-313-5422.

North Walpole Village District
Board of Commissioners

Town of Plymouth, Vermont
Highway Department Position Available

The Town of Plymouth has an opening in its Highway
Department effective July 1, 2026. This is a full-time, year-
round position. Duties will include snow plowing, sanding
and salting roads, road construction, maintenance and
other related duties. Applicant must hold a valid VT CDL
and have experience operating a dump truck with a plow
and sander.

Competitive salary as well as a great municipal benefits
package to include health & dental insurance, retirement
plan, paid holidays, and paid vacation. Overtime is required
in the winter for storm events and compensation is 1.5
times the hourly rate.

Please submit a completed application to the Plymouth
Town ClerKs Office at 68 Town Office Road, Plymouth,
Vermont 05056 or email clerk@plymouthvt.org.
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. The
Town of Plymouth is an Equal Opportunity Employer.




The Vermont Journal

PROS TO KNOW

What to look for when buying a house

REGION - If you're look-
ing to buy a home, here are
some general rules that can
help you find a home that
works for you now and in
the future.

Search for the right price

Price will ultimately
dictate what you can buy.
While looking at homes
above your price range can
be fun and provide you with
a sense of the market, it also
can set you up for disap-
pointment if you fall for a
home outside your price
range.

Prioritize the location

Location is one of the
most important things to
consider when buying a
home, but 23% of buyers
report finding it difficult to
find a home in their desired
location.

Here are a few things to
consider:

Proximity to downtown -
Homes closer to core down-
town areas tend to be more
expensive, thanks to their
shorter commutes. Accord-
ing to Zillow research, in 18
of the 35 large metro areas
included in the analysis,
buyers should expect to pay
more for a home within a
10-minute rush-hour drive
to the downtown core.
However, keep in mind that
home values in this bracket
are also growing more slow-
ly in much of the country as
more buyers shift to remote
work and place a lower
value on shorter commute
times.

Community attributes —
If you want the ability to
walk to restaurants and
shops, see if you'll be close
enough by walking or bik-
ing the distance to town.
Spend time exploring the
area, checking out nearby
parks and nearby attrac-
tions. If you prefer solitude
and don't mind driving,
consider homes that offer

more privacy, perhaps in lo-
cations off the beaten path.

School district quality -
Zillow understands that a
parent looking for a new
home wants to do every-
thing they can to ensure the
best possible educational
situation for their child, and
choosing a home that feeds
into schools that support
their children in all the right
ways is part of that process.
You should visit the local
schools to gather your as-
sessment of the education
and programs.

Flood zone status -
Homes located in high-risk
flood zones require special
insurance coverage beyond

the typical homeowners
policy.

Home orientation on
property - Think about

what the daily experience
of living in the home might
feel like. Does it get enough
sunlight, or too much? Are
you a comfortable distance
from the neighbors? Con-
sider the distance and dif-
ficulty of traveling from
the driveway to the front
door and whether seasonal
changes will turn features
like a steep driveway into a
hazard.
Think long term

Zillow research shows
that the typical homeowner
stays in their home for 14
years before selling. Make
sure the home meets your
long-term goals and plans.

Bedrooms and bath-
rooms — If you plan to grow
your family in the near fu-
ture, make sure the new
home can accommodate
your plans, whether it’s an
extra room for a new child,
an in-law suite for parents,
or a guest bedroom for
visitors or rental income. If
you plan to work remotely,
consider whether you need
designated office space or a
flexible space that can serve

L/

%%, BEARDMORE

~ )
D L
G

eI

q'!)
\J
%9 PAINTING ,9

’ beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

DERK BEARDMORE

Palmer H. Goodrich Il - Chester, VT 05143 - 802-875-2819

Complete Site Work - Foundations - Septic Systems - Drainage
Driveway Construction & Maintenance - Asphalt Milling
Gravel - Sand - Topsoil - Field Mowing - Brush Mulching

FIBER INSULATION ¢ ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

as a workspace. If youre
transitioning to retirement,
think about how much
space you'll want.

Outdoor space — Most
buyers consider outdoor
space important. Do you
want a place for parties,
kids, and pets? How about
a garden? Do you want pri-
vate space, or close proxim-
ity to a park or community
garden?

Potential to personal-
ize - Many buyers look
for a home that’s move-in
ready, so they can avoid
costly repairs and updates,
especially right after mov-
ing in. If you want to infuse
the home with your per-
sonal style, you might want
to avoid homes that can’t be
changed enough to fit your
preferences or those with
recent upgrades that are
selling for top dollar.

Lifestyle amenities — As
you evaluate homes, con-
sider your hobbies and what
makes you happy. For ex-
ample, if you love to cook,
pay special attention to the
kitchen. If you like to run
for exercise, are there trails
or pleasant streets to tra-
verse? Think about your
current living situation,
what you love about living

there, and what you would
change.

Assess property condi-
tion

Television makes home

renovations look easy, but
in reality, they can be any-
thing but. If youre a first-
time buyer who has never
undertaken a home project,
you may want to steer clear
of a home in serious disre-
pair. Here are the three ma-
jor categories of property
condition.

Move-in ready - A move-
in ready home is new, close
to new, or has been recently
renovated. Such homes also
may be called “turn-key”

Needs repair - A home
that needs minor updates
might have cosmetic issues
youd like to change or have
some dated mechanical
systems that could be up-
dated for energy savings. If
you're curious, consult with
a contractor to get an idea if
upgrades are affordable for
you.

A home in need of major
repairs is often priced lower
than other similar homes
due to the money and time
it will take to improve it.
You might enjoy personaliz-
ing the home, but consider
that the return on invest-

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

Buffum
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DEPOT HOME CENTER

HELP WANTED
Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out
GARDEN SUPPLIES, INSULATION, METAL ROOFING,
DOORS & WINDOWS, TREX DECKING IN STOCK

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. « Charlestown, NH 03603
Tel: 603-826-3251 * Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week
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802-228-5333

OPEN HOUSE | 120 STEWART ROAD NORTH, MOUNT HOLLY
9:30-11:00 am, Saturday, May 9, or by appointment
Meticulous Vermont-style home. Fireplace. 4 bedrooms.

Full basement ready to finish. Mountain Views. Pond. Large garage.
Direct VAST access. 10 or 30 acres. $620/820K.

fa Call or Text Listing Agent Ty Murray
at 802-777-8047 for more information

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation
www.KelleyRealEstate.com
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SUPPLY CO. INC.

YOUR ONE STOP
BUILDING &
MODERNIZING
CENTER
409 Main Street * 603-542-5111
CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743

LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM
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CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand . Gravel . Stone
Shurpac - Topsoil - Fill

5,000 Ib. Hydraulic
Hammer for
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT
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ment for a major renovation
isn't 100%, and extensive
repairs could delay your
move-in date. If you find
a home in great condition
with the exception of an
outdated kitchen or bath-
room, you could update the
space while living there or
move out briefly while the
work is being done.

Check condition of costly
systems

Regardless of a home’s

condition, make sure your
inspector checks major sys-
tems and mechanicals in
the home to ensure theyre
in working order. If the in-
spector finds issues, consid-
er asking the seller to repair
them before closing or offer
you a credit so you can fix
them yourself. Be especially
alert for the following issues,
which can cost thousands
to repair or replace: a dam-
aged roof; older furnace
or HVAC system; flooding,
water damage, or mold; old
insulation, which may con-
tain asbestos; plumbing is-
sues/leaks; exterior cracks;
uneven floors; and ineffi-
cient windows.

Don’t focus on minor cos-

metic details

No house is perfect, so
try not to get hung up on
little imperfections. Cos-
metic changes are fairly
easy and relatively afford-
able to make, such as paint,
hardware, furnishings, and
landscaping.

It's easy to get distracted
by clutter. Try to see beyond
the seller’s stuff, since it'll all
be removed by the time you
move in. Picture the house
as a blank canvas for your
belongings.

Stick with your must-
haves

There’s a big difference
between wants and needs
when shopping for a home,
so it might help to create a
list for each. For instance, a
shorter commute may be a
must-have, but smart-home
features are a nice-to-have.

You may be that lucky
buyer who finds a house
that checks all the boxes, but
chances are you’ll have to
make some compromises.
If you do, make sure you've
got your needs covered.

Written by Val Jordan.
Provided by Zillow Group.
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126 Main St #1C | Ludlow, VT 05149
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&VALLEY

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Claremont -$69,900 - MLS 5085774
info@century21highview.com

603-542-7766 or 603-504-4592
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Highview Realty

42 Summer Street
Claremont, NH 03743

THM

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
129 Lincoln Avenue, Suite A » Manchester Center, VT 05255
(802) 362-4663 « Fax (802) 362-6330 « TDD 1-800-545-1833 EXT. 326 OR 175

BROOKVIEW APARTMENTS
WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEP APPLICATIONS FOR
1-BEDROOM HCP APARTMENT
& 2-BEDROOM APARTMENTS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only
USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-367-5251
802-362-4663
Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

We do not discriminate-against tenant on the hasls of race, color, national origin, refigion,
sex, famifial status, age, creed, gender Identhty, gender related characteristic or because a person Intends
10 occupy & dwelling unit with one or more minor children or because a person Is a recipient of publl
assistance, sexual orlentation, marital status or disability, i
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
S THM is an equal opportusity provider and employer

THM

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
129 Lincoln Avenue, Suite A » Manchester Center, VT 05255
(802) 362-4663 » Fax (802) 362-6330 « TDD 1-800-545-1833 EXT. 326 OR 175

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEP APPLICATIONS
FOR 1- & 2-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only
USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.

Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-367-5252
802-362-4663

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

We do not

-against tenant

on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion,
sex, famifial status, age, creed, gender Identity, gender related characteristic o because a person Intends
1o occupy a dwelling unit with one or more minor children or because a persan Is a recipient of pubilic
assistance, sexual orientation, marital status or disability. ;
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

THM is an equal opportunity provider and employer
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“The Greatest Film
Adaptations of All Time”

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - On
Tuesday, May 12, at 6 p.m.,
Join author Marty Gitlin
for his presentation “From
Book to Screen: The Great-
est Film Adaptations of All
Time,” from “The Wizard of
Oz, to “Wicked,” and every-
thing in between.

Author and pop-culture
historian Gitlin will show
snippets of such classics as

“The Wizard of Oz, “Gone
With the Wind,” “To Kill a
Mockingbird,” “Breakfast at
Tiffany’s, “The Graduate,
“The Godfather,” “One Flew
Over the Cuckoos Nest,
“Jaws,” “The Color Purple,
“Shawshank Redemption,”
“Jurassic  Park,”  “Forrest
Gump,” and “Wicked.” Git-
lin will play film adaptation
trivia with the patrons along

the way.

Gitlin will have auto-
graphed and personal-
ized copies of his books
available after the pro-
gram. This presentation
is both enlightening and
entertaining, so please
join us.

To sign up for a remind-
er, visit www.springfield-
townlibrary.org/calendar.

Summer sand volleyball

returns to Chester

CHESTER, Vt. - Get
ready to serve, spike, and
socialize as the Chester
sand volleyball commu-
nity gears up for another
exciting season at Thomas
Field. Running from May
through October, this vi-
brant local league invites
players and spectators alike
to enjoy everything sum-
mer evenings in Vermont
should be: active, social,
and full of energy.

Whether youre a sea-
soned competitor, look-
ing to meet new people, or
simply hoping to try some-
thing new, there’s a place
for everyone on the sand.
The league offers a variety
of ways to get involved:
Tuesday night, 6-on-6
league play (currently full,
a testament to the league’s
popularity); Thursday eve-
ning, 4-on-4 league play;
Friday night, free pickup
volleyball open to all skill

Chester Volleyball members play at Thomas Field.

levels; and Sunday after-
noon, competitive doubles
pickup for those looking to
elevate their game. In ad-
dition to weekly play, a se-
ries of tournaments will be
held throughout the season,
bringing even more excite-
ment and competition to
the courts.

The setting at Thomas
Field is part of what makes
this league so special. With

e
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AUTO SALVAGE Co.nec
New Hampshire and Vermont's Largest Auto Recycler!!!

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete - Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

800-562-3845 - 603-542-9595 - sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743
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¢ Custom Exhaust with Warranty
¢ Full Service Repair Facility
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(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH
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three  well-maintained
sand courts, a pavilion
with restrooms, and an
outdoor fire pit that be-
comes a natural gather-
ing spot on cooler eve-
nings, it's more than just
a place to play; it’s a place
to connect. Players come
for volleyball, but they
stay for the community.

Whether youre div-
ing into the sand for the
first time or chasing a
championship, the Ches-
ter sand volleyball league
offers a welcoming, high-
energy environment
where everyone can feel
at home.

Stop by, bring a friend,
and be part of something
special this summer.

For more information
on league registration,
tournament dates, or
general inquiries, visit
Chester Vermont Volley-
ball League on Facebook,
email  chestervtvolley-
ball@gmail.com, or stop
by Thomas Field during
scheduled play times.

OVER 2000

BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4
B

CANON TIRE
1-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!
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“Gone Guys” to screen at
Springfield High School -

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
On Thursday, May 14, at
6:30 p.m., the documen-
tary film “Gone Guys”
will be screened at the
Springfield High School
auditorium,  followed
by a community discus-
sion featuring the film’s

Explore the
Cavendish Gorge

CAVENDISH, Vt. -
The Cavendish Gorge
is a spectacular natural
feature. Join Cheryl Cox,
retired geologist and sci-
ence educator, on Satur-
day, May 16, at 10 a.m.,
to learn about the site’s
formation and the glacial
history of the area. Start-
ing at the sand and gravel
pits, we will view the
gorge from below, then
walk up to the dam at the
top of the gorge.

Meetup is at 10 a.m.,
at the picnic area by the
Green Mountain Power
station on Power Plant

creators,  Superintendent
Peter Burrows, and current
Springfield High School
students.

This documentary ex-
plores the reasons why, over
the past 50 years, boys and
young men have steadily
disengaged from school,

Road, just off Route 131
in Cavendish. There is
plenty of parking at the
station, as well as along
the road.

Be sure to wear shoes
suitable for hiking on
uneven terrain and tick-
preventive  clothing.
This event will only be

A

work, and broader society,
and why they’re falling be-
hind academically, strug-
gling with loneliness and
isolation, and facing rising
rates of substance abuse
and suicide.

This screening is free and
open to the community.
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Looking down at the.Cavenclish

cancelled in the event of Gorge.

heavy rain.

To register or for
more information, contact
Bonnie at bdayemig@gmail.
com, or visit www.caven-
dishccca.org. This event is
part of the Walk and Talk
series sponsored by the

PHOTO BY RON EMIG

Cavendish Community
and Conservation Associa-
tion (CCCA). You can visit
the CCCA Facebook page
or website to find out more
about upcoming activities.

Local 6K in Chester supports

clean water access

CHESTER, Vt. - The
Global 6K for Water
will take place on Satur-
day, May 16, at 9 a.m,,
beginning and ending
at the Green Mountain
Church, 469 Main Street
in Chester. This event is
part of a worldwide ef-
fort through World Vi-
sion to bring clean water
to communities in need.

Participants can walk,
run, or bike the 6-kilo-

meter distance, which rep-
resents the average distance
many people, often chil-
dren, walk each day to col-
lect water for their families.

Now in its ninth year, the
Chester event continues to
build momentum. Organiz-
ers hope to grow participa-
tion this year and welcome
more individuals, families,
and local groups to get in-
volved.

Funds raised through the

Global 6K for Water sup-
port sustainable clean wa-
ter solutions that improve
health, education, and daily
life for children and fami-
lies around the world.

The event is open to all
ages and fitness levels. To
register, visit www.glo-
bal6k.worldvision.org/
teams/40179. For more in-
formation, email Rebekah
Martens at rebekah.mar-
tensl1@gmail.com.

Twilight Music presents John

Gorka at Next Stage

PUTNEY, Vt. - Twilight
Music presents acclaimed
singer-songwriter ~ John
Gorka in concert on Sun-
day, May 17, at 7 p.m., at
Next Stage Arts, 15 Kim-
ball Hill in Putney. Doors
open at 6:15 p.m. Tickets
are discounted in advance
at at www.nextstagearts.

org.

Described by Rolling
Stone as “the leading singer-
songwriter of the New Folk
movement,” Gorka has spent
decades captivating audi-
ences with his rich baritone
voice, evocative songwriting,
and deeply human storytell-
ing. From his early days at the

$
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R.E. HINKLEY CO.,, INC.

8 Lane Ridge Rd. « PO. Box 832
Claremont, NH 03743

legendary Godfrey Daniels
coffeehouse in Pennsylvania,
to international tours across
the U.S. and Europe, Gorka
has built a career grounded
in authenticity, craft, and
emotional resonance.

With 11 critically ac-
claimed studio albums and
collaborations with some of
the most respected artists
in folk music, Gorkas songs
explore themes of love, resil-
ience, justice, and hope. His
latest release, “unentitled,’
continues this tradition. Re-
flecting on the album, Gorka
notes, “Writing songs is my
way of trying to make some
sense of the world...It is my
desire that some of these
songs will make you feel that
you arent the only one go-
ing through a rough patch...
and that there are better days
ahead”

Gorka’s career has included
performances at Austin City
Limits, Mountain Stage, and
eTown, as well as collabora-
tions and shared stages with

artists such as Nanci Griffith
and Mary Chapin Carpenter.
His songs have been record-

Heating Oil « Kerosene « Diesel Fuel
Propane « Air Conditioning « Plumbing
Systems Design « Installation & Service

~ Fully Insured ~ ed by numerous musicians,
) further cementing his influ-
. www.rehinkey.com ence within the folk canon.
24/7 Emergency Service (603) 543-3571 “Gorka is widely heralded

for the sophisticated intelli-
gence and provocative origi-
nality of his songs,” writes
The Boston Globe. With a
reputation for weaving wry
observations with poignant
narratives, his live perfor-
mances offer an intimate and

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

45 TAYLOR HILL
ATHENS, VT 05143
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TRUCKING & EXCAVATING ( :
SEPTIC SYSTEMS, LAND CLEARINGS, DRIVEWAYS moving experience.
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Call or Stop In Today!

603-542-9966

152 Charlestown Rd, Claremont, NH 03743
www.lundgrensubaruofclaremont.com

LANDSCAPING, WALL BUILDING
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Twilight Music’s ongoing se-
ries highlighting exceptional
roots and folk artists in an
intimate setting.

LUNDGREN

Subaru of Claremont
SUBARU 2 family run business since 1964
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Dave Alvin and Jimmie
Dale Gilmore at BFOH —

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Roots music legends Dave
Alvin and Jimmie Dale
Gilmore are bringing their
soulful blend of country,
blues, folk, and guitar-
bashing rock ‘0’ roll to the
Bellows Falls Opera House
(BFOH) on Saturday, May 9.

A few years back, Gram-
my-winning Alvin and
multiple-Grammy-nominee
Gilmore decided to join
forces and play some music
together. Although Texas-
born Gilmore was twice
named Country Artist of
the Year by Rolling Stone,
and California native Alvin
first came to fame in the
hard-rocking rhythm and
blues band The Blasters,
they discovered that their
musical roots in old blues
and folk music were exactly
the same. Naturally enough,
that led to collaboration, and
the duo have recorded two
critically acclaimed albums,
“TexiCali” and “Downey to
Lubbock,” and have toured
behind both, rocking the
stage with a full band.

As they hit the road in
2026, this time they are bill-
ing themselves as the Al-
most Acoustic Duo. Friends
for more than 30 years, their
lively shows feature songs
from the duos albums, as
well as classic original com-

Kray Van Kirk with John
Fealy at Stage 33 Live

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
A fine fingerstyle guitar-
ist with a precise baritone
roaming from Alaska, Kray
Van Kirk set his doctor-
ate in fisheries population
dynamics modeling aside
to write songs, tell stories,
and summon heroes. Van
Kirk is not the average cry-
ing-in-your-coffee  singer-
songwriter; he’s a charming,
Quixotic, decidedly eclectic
character.

“We are driven by myth
and the seasons of the
heart,” he says, “and the sto-
ries are all true. The quest is
to journey inside, find what
burns at the core of your
soul, and bring it back into
the light. Everyone gets to
be the hero. Nobody is left
behind”

His song “Thunderbird”
resurrects the phoenix in an
empty desert diner in the
American Southwest. “The
Queen of Elfland” plucks
Thomas the Rhymer from
the English-Scottish border
in 1250 and drops him and
the Queen into a subway
car. “The Library Song” has
Superman  moonlighting
among the stacks. “Rosa and
Hector” ride through Sher-
wood Forest on canes and a
wheelchair. “The Midnight
Commander” celebrates an

MOTHER’S DAY
BREAKFAST

Bellows Falls American
Legion, Post #37

Mothers Eat
FREE - FREE - FREE

$7.00 per Person

Sunday
May 10, 2026
8:00 - 10:30 am

*Open to the Public *

Reservations
Appreciated

Chairman: Doug Roberts
Pub. Relations: Smokey Aumand

Dave Alvin (left) and Jimmie Dale

Gilmore.

PHOTO BY ROMAN CHO

positions from their indi-
vidual albums, while swap-
ping songs, telling stories,
and sharing their life experi-
ences on stage.

“Jimmie and I have been
extremely blessed, muses
Alvin. “People will go with
us through a lot of our mu-
sical moods, because a good
song can be done a million
different ways”

Joining the duo will be, as
Alvin recently put it, “rock
and roll legend, guitarist,
writer, songwriter, garage
DJ, Patti Smith bandleader,
and all-round solid cat”
Lenny Kaye. Kaye, at age 78,
has just released his debut

insane old man leading the
City of New York to take
up arms - and underwear -
against hatred.

Van Kirk’s newest album,
“Empire,” was released in
February.

Fealy is a Vermont folk
singer, and his acoustic mu-
sic, made on finger-style
steel string guitar, banjo,
ukulele, and piano, is rooted
deep in his heart and aims
to share his love of human-
ity, nature, and the greater
forces of life. He’s a father,
husband, and a dedicated
street outreach worker -
and also the lead singer of
the band Ox Child.

Van Kirk and Fealy will
play at at Stage 33 Live in
Bellows Falls, Vt., on May
17, in a 3 p.m. matinee.
Tickets can be purchased
discounted in advance at
www.stage33live.com, or at

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Join us for an exciting
evening of creativity and
inspiration at the open-
ing of “Visions Unbound:
A Collective in Color,
featuring the innovative
works of three local, tal-
ented artists. The open-
ing reception will take
place on Friday, May 15,
at 5 pm.,, in the Great
Hall, at 100 River Street,
Springfield, Vt., and the
exhibition will remain
open throughout the re-
mainder of the month.

This unique exhibition
showcases the work of
Ryan Curtis, Blair D.W.E.,
and Scott J. Morgan.

Curtis is an experimen-
tal artist who melds vari-
ous mediums to create
art, objects, and experi-
ences. Curtis’ work draws
from photography, digital
collage, alternative print-

album, and was re-
cently the subject
of a long feature in
“Rolling Stone.”
So, what should
audiences expect?
Alvin reports from
the road,“Mr. Kaye
joined us on gui-
tar for more than
a few songs, and
we had a good ol
rocking and roll-
ing blast. After-
wards, he happily
exclaimed, T guess
we're a band now!”
You never know,
Mr Kaye. Stranger
things have hap-

Both Gilmore and Al-
vin have played Bellows
Falls before; Gilmore as
part of the Green Moun-
tain Express music train
and Alvin as headliner at
the late, great Roots on
the River music festival.
This show is being pre-
sented by Ray’s the Roof
Productions.

The Bellows Falls Op-
era House is located at 7
Village Square, Bellows
Falls, Vt. Doors open at
6:30 p.m., and showtime
is 7:30 p.m. To purchase
tickets, or for more in-
formation, visit www.bel-
lowsfallsoperahouse.com.

CHESTER, Vt. - On
Friday, May 15, at 7 p.m.,
Emily Margaret Band
takes the stage at Chester
Town Hall as part of the
Emerging Artists Series,
highlighting ~ musicians
who combine exceptional
musicianship and song-
writing with exciting live
performances.

Emily Margaret Band
creates R&B-flavored pop
and jazz-rock coupled
with soulful storytelling
and intimate, stirring vo-
cals. Seven Days Vermont
describes their songs as
having “nuance and so-
phistication, and show-

the door if available. Ad-
vance tickets guarantee
entry. Only 40 tickets will
be sold. Advance sales
will close at midnight the
day before the show, or
when 40 tickets are sold.

=,
| 33 FLAVORS OF HARD ICE CREAM

7~ .
AR 22 FLAVORS FRESH SOFT SERVE
D OY Non-Fat Yogurt « Sherbet

Sugar-Free Ice Cream ¢ Dairy-Free
Fresh Seafood every Fri, Sat, Sun
Prime Rib every Thursday

Fresh Lobster Rolls Daily 4

74 YEARS ON THE CORNER

140 Rockingham Street
Bellows Falls, Vermont

463-9816 1

LARGE FAST FOOD MENU INELUDING:
| Hamburgers « Holdogs « Fries + Chicken Fingers] [JOnion Rings,2'More!

Friday and Saturday: 11am - 10pm
Sunday - Thursday: 11am - 9pm

Rt. 5, Westrfiinster, VT
Exit 5, 1-91 (20 min. from Keene)

Garden Center Hours: 8am-6pm, Daily
allenprothersfarms.com °

making, and mixed-media
painting, offering a fresh
perspective on the boundar-
ies of art.

Blair D.W.E. is a surrealist
artist known for challeng-
ing conventional thought
processes through subcon-
scious renderings. Work-
ing primarily with oil paint,
Blair’s artworks invite view-
ers to explore primal emo-
tions, creating a dialogue
that reflects the darker sides
of human nature.

Morgan is a dynamic ab-
stract artist who works pre-
dominantly in oil. Morgan
crafts paintings inspired by
the traditions of storytelling,
improvisational music, and
vibrant dialogues, achiev-
ing intriguing compositions
that captivate and resonate.

“Visions  Unbound”
promises to be a thought-
provoking event, merging
diverse artistic expressions

casing the dynamic, velvet-
soft voice of lead singer and
songwriter Emily Margaret”
Their performances include
original songs together with
classics from artists they
love, including Amy Wine-
house, Joni Mitchell, Stevie
Wonder, and Bill Withers.
The band, including Nate
Potter on lead guitar, Lewis
Wells on bass, Lucas Majer on
drums, and Samadhi Mathes
on saxophone, released an
EP in 2025, recorded at Ver-
monts own Guilford Sound
studio, of which Emily said,
“We couldn’t have asked for
a better first recording ex-
perience” Emily studied at
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“Visions Unbound” art
opening at the Great Hall

that explore the depths of
color and emotional reso-
nance. Attendees will have
the opportunity to meet the
artists, engage in discus-
sions, and experience the
transformative power of art
in a communal setting.

In addition to the art, en-
joy wine available for sale, a
live DJ to set the mood, and
delicious Korean barbecue
food available for purchase
inside.

Don’t miss this chance to
immerse yourself in a color-
ful collective that transcends
traditional boundaries. We
look forward to welcoming
you to an evening of artistic
exploration and connection.

For more information,
please contact Springfield
on the Move at spring-
fieldonthemove@gmail.
com, call 802-885-1527, or
visit www.springfieldonthe-
move.com/events.

Emily Margaret Band at
Chester Town Hall

the Institute for the Musical
Arts, whose cofounder Ann
Hackler said that Emily “is
one of the most dedicated
and expansive young art-
ists to come out of our pro-
grams, and we’re excited to
hear her EP. Come out and
catch a rising star”

The concert is presented
by Upstairs at Town Hall, an
all-volunteer nonprofit com-
munity group. The show is
free, and all are welcome.
Chester Town Hall is located
at 556 Elm Street, Chester,
Vt. For additional informa-
tion about this event, please
email upstairsattownhall@
gmail.com.

¢ JEWELRY
& GIFTS

Shop & Save this Spring!

Mother’s Day Special, 5/10
Check our website for BOGO & Bundle Deals

Restock & Recharge Weekends
Enjoy a FREE cup of coffee/tea/hot chocolate
while you shop SATs & SUNs!

Mud Season Reminder
We're closed TUES & WED
until further notice

Everyday Savings: 10-20% Discounts
Veterans ¢ Seniors « Medical Card Holders

VT & NH Residents - OKEMO Employees
OKEMO Valley Region Chamber of
Commerce Members & Employees

*Check our website for all event details*

Freshest Flower in VT using Cannatrol®
patented vapor-controlled systems.

7 Pineview Drive, Chester - 802-875-WEED
DownToTheRootsVT.com - ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT
AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or
use of cannabis may carry significant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law.
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The effects of edible cannabis may be
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration,
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience
harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the
influence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.
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WISHING YOU A HAPPY
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anging Baskets, Annuals, Perennial
Shrubs, Trees, Vegetable Plants

Mulch - Compost - Loam
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15 Baltimore Rd, North Springfield ¢ (207) 930-5968
Open Tuesday — Saturday, from 10 am — 5 pm



	 VT_VS_A_001_05_06_26
	 VT_VS_A_002_05_06_26
	VT_VJ_A_003_05_06_26
	VT_VJ_A_004_05_06_26
	VT_VJ_A_005_05_06_26
	VT_VJ_A_006_05_06_26
	VT_VJ_A_007_05_06_26
	VT_VJ_A_008_05_06_26
	VT_VJ_A_009_05_06_26
	VT_VJ_A_010_05_06_26
	VT_VJ_A_011_05_06_26
	VT_VJ_A_012_05_06_26

