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BY SHAWNTAE WEBB
The Vermont Journal

LONDONDERRY, Vt. –
At the April 20 Londonderry 
Selectboard meeting, Town 
Administrator Aileen Tull-
och announced that there 
were “some wires crossed” 
with some of the formali-
ties between town attorney 
Bob Fisher and the Wind-
ham Selectboard regarding 
the hearing to discontinue 
Monet Lane. The hearing 
has been rescheduled for 
Monday, June 15, with a site 
visit at 4:30 p.m., followed by 
the hearing at the Windham 
Town Hall. 
  Tulloch also reported that 

the application for the grant 
for Segment 2 of the South 
Village wastewater project, 
used as the funding gap for 
the project, has been accept-
ed and is moving forward.
  Board Chair Tom Cava-

nagh shared that state Rep. 
Chris Morrow held a Q&A 
on Act 181 on April 19, and 
seemed to have “made it 
pretty clear that the Road 
Rule and Tier 3 are going to 
be [repealed].”
  Act 181, passed in 2024, 

is an attempt to modernize 
the land-use and develop-
ment regulations set by Act 
250, passed in 1970, using 
tiers or areas of jurisdiction. 
Tier 1 areas may qualify for 
exemptions from Act 250 
review, while Tier 3 areas 
contain critical natural re-
sources that the state be-
lieved should require more 
regulated consideration in 
the permitting process. The 
tiered system would aim 
to reduce or eliminate Act 
250 permitting in Tier 1 ar-
eas, which are planned for 

growth, lowering the barrier 
to development, and aim to 
increase permitting in Tier 
3 natural resource areas that 
otherwise lack state-level re-
view and protection, which 
would enable a restriction of 
development.
  The Road Rule, other-

wise known as the Road 
Construction Jurisdiction, 
proposes to require Act 
250 permitting when a new 
driveway is being created 
that is greater than 800 feet in 
length, or a new road is cre-
ated that is greater than 2,000 
feet, including any associated 
driveways in combination, 
in length. Exclusions would 
apply for municipal, state, 
farm, and forestry roads and 
driveways.
  The state’s website con-

firms that the Land Use Re-
view Board has “suspended 
work on Tier 3 and Road 
Construction Jurisdiction 
at this time [including guid-
ance and rulemaking] as the 
legislature has indicated that 
it will repeal these portions 
of Act 181.”
  Tulloch then moved to 

further discuss the South 
Village wastewater project. 
She reported that $3.7 mil-
lion in grant funding needs 
to be spent by Nov. 30. The 
town went out to bid for the 
project later than planned, 
giving them a “pretty short 
window” to do the work and 
spend the funds. The board 
approved the proposal that 
Tulloch work with the con-
tractor to try to expand their 
working hours, to have a bet-
ter chance at completing the 
work by the deadline. 
  Chrissy Haskins from 

Dufresne Group later ex-
plained that the Town of 

Londonderry may also 
be eligible for a subsidy 
that would allow them to 
double their Clean Wa-
ter State Revolving Fund 
(CWSRF) for the waste-
water projects. Haskins 
said the town would apply 
for $1,031,400 in funding, 
and $515,700 would be 
forgiven by the state, es-
sentially making it a grant.
  Additionally, Haskins 

said the selectboard can 
authorize up to $75,000 
above the bonded amount, 
which they could also 
double with the CWSRF 
loan program. The board 
adopted the CWSRF 
resolution to increase the 
amount of authorized in-
debtedness and forgivable 
indebtedness. 
  In other news, the town 

hall renovation commit-
tee voted unanimously to 
recommend that the se-
lectboard accept the bid 
for architectural services 
from Stevens and Asso-
ciates, in the amount of 
$58,000, for the town hall 
renovation project. The 
services would create a 
master plan, code review, 
and other documentation 
that can be presented to 
grant funders. Tulloch 
said up to 20% of those 
soft costs can be covered 
by the Municipal Energy 
Resilience Program. The 
selectboard accepted the 
proposal from Stevens 
and Associates. 
  Short-term rental (STR) 

administrator Andy Dahl-
strom then presented the 
updated STR ordinance to 
the board. He reported 

BY NICK GIBERTI
The Vermont Journal

CHESTER, Vt. – Town 
Manager Julie Hance 
came to the Chester Se-
lectboard at their April 15 
meeting seeking consen-
sus to proceed with a Safe 
Streets and Roads for All 
grant application. Accord-
ing to Hance, the $3 mil-
lion grant would “fund the 
planning process and…
mockups for discussion 
of regionalizing EMS and 
fire services.” Regional-
ization will also apply to 
911 and transfer services, 
Hance said.
  Hance noted that Ver-

mont is “one of the only 
states left that does not 
regionalize” its emergen-
cy services, though she 
felt that the move toward 
regionalization in the fu-
ture is inevitable, and that 
Chester will be better po-
sitioned to ensure a posi-
tive outcome if it begins 
investigating options now. 
While there have been 
discussions among area 
towns about regionaliza-
tion in the past, Hance 
said, the expense of a con-
sultant to aid in the pro-
cess and the inability to 
carry out trial runs of any 
regionalized services prior 
to their full integration 
have proven to be barriers. 
However, other towns in 
the region have expressed 
interest in working with 
Chester to regionalize ser-
vices, according to Hance.
  Unlike other grants the 

town has received, Hance 
explained that the scope 
of the project will be de-
veloped during the grant 
planning process. Due to 
the large amount of mon-
ey and significant logisti-
cal differences inherent 
in this grant, Hance said 
she did not feel she would 
be successful as a grant 
writer. Instead, she has en-
gaged a “very successful” 
grant writer to draft the 
proposal. Hance reported 
that the grant writer feels 
Chester is likely to obtain 
the grant, due largely to 
the aforementioned lack 
of regionalization in Ver-
mont, and the fact that no 
other municipality in the 
state has ever applied for 

this grant. The grant writer’s 
fee of $15,000 will be funded 
by money earmarked for fire, 
police, and ambulance de-
partment training, but that 
the departments do not need 
for that purpose. The ex-
penditure will therefore not 
impact the budget, Hance 
explained.
  In response to a comment 

made by Vice Chair Arne 
Jonynas, Hance cautioned 
that the likely outcome of 
regionalizing services is not 
that the town saves money, 
but that “what you will have 
for your same dollars is a far 
[more] advanced [level of] 
care.” The board gave Hance 
their consensus to move for-
ward with submitting the 
grant application.
  The board also heard a 

lengthy explanation by town 
attorney Jim Carroll of the 
roles, responsibilities, and 
limitations of both the select-
board and the town manag-
er. Much of the conversation 
focused on when and how 
certain town employees can 
be terminated – specifically, 
the town manager, zoning 
administrator, police chief, 
and police officers, all of 
whom can only be terminat-
ed for cause. This stipulation, 
Carroll said, is intended to 
prevent those positions from 
becoming politicized. In 
the event that a selectboard 
wishes to terminate a person 
employed in one of those 
positions, a public hearing 
must be held to satisfy the 
requirement of due process. 
It was noted, however, that 
the authority that oversees 
the hearing is, in fact, the se-
lectboard itself, which Jony-
nas said seemed to him like 
a conflict of interest. Carroll 
responded that it is, in fact, 
a conflict of interest, but that 
“there’s nobody else to do it.”
  The discussion also cov-

ered a number of other top-
ics, such as from where the 
selectboard and town man-
ager derive their authority – 
the state and the selectboard, 
respectively – and the ethics 
of when a board member 
ought to recuse himself or 
herself from a vote which 
may directly benefit him or 
her.
  The Chester Selectboard 

will hold their next meeting 
on May 6, at 6:30 p.m., at the 
Chester Town Hall.

CHESTER, Vt. – There will 
be an informational meeting 
regarding the revote on the 
failed GMUSD school bud-
get on May 5, at 6 p.m., in the 
Green Mountain Union High 
School media center. Com-
munity members are encour-
aged to attend this meeting in 
order to see and hear a sim-
ple, clear, and detailed pre-
sentation of how the school 

budget affects tax rates, what 
other options were consid-
ered, and the opinions of the 
community. Attendees will 
also have the opportunity to 
speak during the public com-
ment portion of the meeting. 
Voters in the towns of An-
dover, Proctorsville, Chester, 
and Baltimore will then have 
the opportunity for a revote 
by Australian ballot on May 

12, at the Andover Town 
Hall, from 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.; 
Baltimore Town Hall, 
from 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.; Proc-
torsville Fire Department, 
from 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.; and 
the Chester Town Hall, 
from 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Vot-
ers should contact their 
respective town clerks for 
absentee ballots if they 
wish to vote absentee.

Londonderry discusses Act 
181 repeal, STR amendments

Chester authorizes 
first steps toward 
regionalization

GMUSD budget 
information meeting

BY PAULA BENSON
The Vermont Journal

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
historic building lo-
cated at 12 The Com-
mon in Chester dates 
back to approximately 
1820, and was at differ-
ent points a restaurant, 
bar, and residence be-
fore becoming home 
to Thyme & Again 
Apothecary and Well-
ness earlier this year.
  Owned and operated 

by the Golden fam-
ily, Thyme & Again is 
a quiet, inviting spot 
just steps off the village 
green. Visiting the rus-
tic retail shop with its 
charmingly off-kilter 
wide plank floors, exposed 
brick, and twinkle lighting 

feels akin to a warm hug. 
The air is scented with the 

combined aro-
mas of can-
dles, lotions, 
essential oils, 
herbs, and 
blended teas 
that line the 
shelves and 
display tables.
  Michelle and 

Charlie Gold-
en, natives of 
Spr i ng f i e l d , 
Vt., and high 
school sweet-
hearts, made 
the decision 
to purchase 
the apoth-
ecary from 
the previous 
owner while 
away celebrat-

ing their 25th wedding an-
niversary. Their daughter 

Vaylyn had started work-
ing at the shop and study-
ing herbology, finding the 
work to be meditative and 
therapeutic. She told her 
parents it was her “dream 
job.” The shop’s owner at 
the time, Amber Ham, had 
developed a friendship with 
Michelle and approached 
her with the opportunity.
  Michelle, a mental health 

counselor, and Charlie, 
road foreman for the Town 
of Andover, decided to take 
on ownership of the shop. 
With the help of Vaylyn’s 
sister, Jayda, the Goldens 
have teamed up to run 
the place, and each family 
member has a role. 
  Michelle’s vision involves 

continuing to create a com-

fortable, relaxing space 
for everyone who stops 
by, offering natural heal-
ing remedies and wellness 
products. Vaylyn is usually 
behind the counter, run-
ning the day-to-day op-
erations of the retail shop, 
while Jayda works behind 
the scenes as bookkeeper 
and office administrator. 
Charlie referred to himself 
as “the plumber,” but the 
family calls him “the shop 
dog” and relies on him to 
keep things working.
  Time spent browsing and 

studying the store’s organic 
and natural products can 
be a calming and educa-
tional experience. Many of 
the recipes for the tinctures, 
tallow, hair oils, and sprays 

were passed on to Vaylyn 
and her family by Ham, 
founder of Songbird Well-
ness. Among the magical 
potions that relieve pain 
and stress are locally pro-
duced items and gifts like 
ceramics, infused honey, 
soaps, hand-painted greet-
ing cards, and so much 
more. Vaylyn enjoys exper-
imenting with different tea 
and mushroom blends.
  In a tranquil back room, 

massage therapist Amanda 
McAllister offers clients 
Swedish and deep tissue 
massage and sound therapy.
  Thyme & Again is open 

Wednesday-Sunday. Visit 
w w w. t hy m e a n d a g a i n -
apothecary.com for hours 
and more information.

Family-run apothecary promotes self-care in Chester

Vaylyn and Michelle Golden.
PHOTO BY PAULA BENSON

See STR on Page 2
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that the rental working 
group had been meeting ev-
ery two weeks since January 
to make amendments and 
unanimously approved this 
edition. The document was 
also complemented by Fish-
er, who made a few revisions 
before final presentation to 
the board.
  Board member Taylor 

Prouty questioned the STR 
appeals board, which Dahl-
strom said would consist of 
three members, and which 
would be further discussed 
and established in the meet-
ings to come. Cavanagh said 
that not much was changed 
in the ordinance, but noted 

that they are now requiring 
a placard confirming each 
rental unit has a license to be 
shown online when advertis-
ing. 
  The amended STR ordi-

nance was approved by the 
board as presented.
  The board reviewed a logo 

design and is sending it back 
for a few revisions. This will 
keep letterheads on town 
documents, emails, and 
the website all consistently 
branded moving forward.
  Finally, the board appoint-

ed Chad Stoddard to the 
planning commission to fill 
a three-year term that ends 
April 1, 2027. 
  The Londonderry Select-

board meets on the first and 
third Mondays, at 6 p.m.

STR
From Page 1

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – The 
Vermont Agency of Trans-
portation (AOT) will repair 
or replace several bridges in 
Plymouth and Bridgewater 
that were damaged during 
the 2023 flooding events. 
This work will take place 
over the next few construc-
tion seasons.
  On Vermont Route 100, 

three bridges will be re-
paired or replaced. Con-
struction at these loca-
tions will require periodic 
closures and detours. The 
bridges include: (1) Bridge 

No. 108, in Plymouth, over 
Money Brook, approxi-
mately one mile south of the 
intersection with Vermont 
Route 100A, scheduled 
for 2028 construction; (2) 
Bridge No. 112 in Plymouth, 
over Tinker Brook, approxi-
mately 1.4 miles north of the 
intersection with Vermont 
Route 100A, scheduled for 
2026 construction; and (3) 
Bridge No. 116, in Bridge-
water, over Madden Brook, 
approximately four miles 
north of the intersection 
with Vermont Route 100A, 

scheduled for 2026 con-
struction.
  The project team pre-

sented an overview of 
the project at the April 
20 meeting of the Plym-
outh Selectboard, in-
cluding details on the 
construction schedule 
and anticipated traffic 
impacts in both the short 
and long term. Video of 
this selectboard meeting 
and presentation can be 
viewed at www.okemov-
alley.tv/plymouth-select-
board-420-0.

Upcoming bridge work in 
Plymouth

S. LONDONDERRY, 
Vt. – On Saturday, May 
2, from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
West River Montessori 
School (WRMS), 3650 
Vermont Route 100 in 
South Londonderry, is 
hosting a one-day spring 
sale to benefit the school. 
Open to the public and 
run by volunteers, they 
will be selling donated 
items, including new or 
like-new items, baked 
goods, and plants. All 
proceeds from the sale 
will go directly back to the 

school to help purchase new 
materials for the indoor and 
outdoor classrooms, and to 
continue making improve-
ments to the grounds and 
historical buildings.
  According to Eva Pare-

Maynard, director or 
WRMS, “WRMS has been 
a part of our community for 
48 years, and we have owned 
our building since 2005. 
Over the past 10 years, our 
donations and fundraising 
efforts have aided in the re-
placement of security doors, 
a new roof and back deck, 

outdoor classroom renova-
tions and materials, a fence 
for our playground, drainage 
around our building, as well 
as new siding and windows. 
We truly couldn’t have done 
it all without the generosity 
of our community members. 
  “We feel incredibly fortu-

nate to be a part of so many 
children’s lives and thank 
you for your support. If it 
were not for our wonderful 
students, their families, and 
our community, we would 
not be able to provide the 
education we do.”

West River Montessori 
School Spring Sale

CHESTER, Vt. – On 
Saturday, May 2, come lis-
ten to conservative voice 
special guest speakers as 
well as candidates for U.S. 
House, Windsor County 
Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives, and Wind-
sor County sheriff. Also, 
we will hear from some 
representatives from Ver-

mont media.
  The event will be held at 

Terra Italian Steakhouse, 
68 Vermont Route 100, 
Ludlow, Vt. Doors open at 
12:30 p.m., and the event 
runs from 1-4 p.m. Speak-
ers will be giving very short 
speeches to give time at the 
end for a social where guests 
can talk with speakers indi-

vidually. There is an outdoor 
firepit and tables. Tickets are 
available at the door.
  Chester is having a wood-

en flag raffle. Raffle tick-
ets are available now or at 
the door. Shrewsbury and 
Springfield are raffling guns 
as well. Turn Vermont Red 
signs will be available for 
purchase at the event.

Turn Vermont Red sponsored 
by Chester GOP

CAVENDISH, Vt. –
Join the Cavendish Com-
munity and Conserva-
tion Association (CCCA) 
and the Mount Ascutney 
Audubon Society for our 
annual bird walk on Sat-
urday, May 9, at 7:30 a.m. 
The walk is limited to 12 
participants, so please 

let us know if you plan to 
attend. You can register 
for the walk and address 
any questions to Jen Leak 
at jleak499@gmail.com or 
cavendishcommunitycon-
servation@gmail.com. Once 
you register we will give you 
directions for the meetup 
point.
  This walk has been stew-

arded by Michael and Mari-
anne Walsh, of the Mount 
Ascutney Audubon Society, 
and Ken Cox, who will be 
our guide for the walk in 
May. Cox has his degree in 
fisheries biology and is a 
lifelong birder who has bird-

ed extensively over the years 
in the Northeast, Southeast, 
and Southwest regions of the 
United States. He has also 
volunteered as a citizen sci-
entist for the Vermont Cen-
ter for Ecological Studies 
and the Audubon Society.
  The walk will take place 

on a trail through wooded 
areas and open fields. It is 
a moderate hike. A little 
rain won’t stop us, so come 
prepared. Long pants, good 
walking shoes, and what-
ever you deem necessary for 
warding off ticks are recom-
mended. Bring your binocu-
lars and your curiosity.

CCCA Bird Walk

LUDLOW, Vt. – Black Riv-
er Valley Rod & Gun Club is 
pleased to host its annual 
youth fishing derby. The 
derby will be held May 9, 
at Cooks Pond, on Rod and 
Gun Club Road in Ludlow, 
Vt. Sign-up for the derby 
begins at 8 a.m., and fishing 
begins at 9 a.m. and contin-
ues until 11 a.m. The derby 
is open to girls and boys 
ages 4-15. Trophies will be 
awarded to anglers for total 
weight of five fish caught in 
each of the three age groups.
  Black River Valley Rod 

& Gun Club is also pleased 
to offer an on-site Let’s Go 
Fishing instructor. The Let’s 
Go Fishing program is a 
great way for beginning an-
glers to learn to identify fish, 
learn and understand the 
rules of the sport, and appre-

ciate the joys of fishing. The 
Let’s Go Fishing instruction 
begins at 8 a.m. Those inter-
ested in the instruction can 
register at www.register-ed.
com/events/view/236460.
  Black River Valley Rod 

& Gun Club is committed 
to nurturing the next gen-
eration of conservationists. 
This year we are offering 
four scholarships to local 
youth to attend the Green 
Mountain Conservation 
Camp on Lake Bomoseen 
in Vermont. This unique 
experience allows campers 
to immerse themselves in 
nature, engage in hands-on 
environmental education, 
and develop a strong appre-
ciation for the outdoors. At 
camp, participants will ex-
plore diverse habitats, par-
ticipate in outdoor activities 

like hiking and canoeing, 
and learn about wildlife 
management, forestry, 
and ecology. It’s an un-
forgettable opportunity 
to make new friends and 
gain valuable skills that 
will last a lifetime.
  To register for the 

Green Mountain Conser-
vation Camp, visit www.
vtfishandwildlife.com 
and search “conservation 
camp.” Forms are also 
available at the Ludlow 
Community Center. The 
scholarships are offered 
on a first-come basis, as 
well as camp availability, 
so please get your appli-
cation in ASAP.
  We look forward to 

seeing you and your fam-
ily at the fishing derby 
and throughout the sum-
mer as we celebrate our 
shared love for the great 
outdoors.

Black River Youth Fishing Derby
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BRAM to host murder 
mystery evening

LUDLOW, Vt. – The Black River Academy Museum 
(BRAM), 14 High Street, will host a “A Taste for Wine 
and Murder,” a murder mystery game night, on Thurs-
day, May 14, at 6 p.m. Please reserve tickets by May 4. 
To do so, email paulaferro22@comcast.net. This is a 
fundraising event for the museum.

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. –
Music, community, and 
dessert come together for 
a good cause on Saturday, 
May 2, at 7 p.m., with “Just 
Desserts,” a benefit concert 
featuring the folk quartet 
2x2 with an opening act by 
Half Giraffe. The event will 
be held in the assembly hall 
at the 24 Main Street Com-
munity Building, Saxtons 
River, Vt.
  This special evening will 

support 24 Main Street 
Community Building, a be-
loved local nonprofit cen-
ter. Attendees will enjoy an 
opening with Half Giraffe, 
Vermont Academy’s jazz 
trio, followed by the main 
act, a performance by 2x2 – 
Valerie Kosednar, Mark 
Grieco, and Lee and Betsy 
Rybeck Lynd – a vocal and 
instrumental quartet known 
for their heartfelt harmonies 
and eclectic folk repertoire 

sung in multiple languages. 
With guitar, dobro, and 
banjo accompaniment, 2x2 
brings to life songs of love, 
struggle, and hope.
  In addition to great mu-

sic, guests will be treated 
to locally made desserts, 
and will have the chance to 
purchase tickets for excit-
ing raffle prizes, including 
a handmade quilt by 2 Ma-
terial Girls of Saxtons River 
(on display at Saxtons River 
Village Market); a collage by 
Stephanie Payne of Ches-
ter, Vt.; a garden kneeler; 
springtime seed collections; 
and spring blooms for plant-
ers.
  Attendees can also partici-

pate in a food pantry raffle. 
Every nonperishable food 
item earns an entry to win 
one of three gift certificates 
to Saxtons River Village 
Market.
  Tickets to “Just Desserts” 

can be purchased at the 
door, with a discounted 
price for children age 12 
and under. All proceeds 
benefit the continued op-
eration and preservation 
of 24 Main Street Com-
munity Building.
  Founded in 2018, 24 

Main Street Ltd. is a non-
profit steward of a cher-
ished space. The building, 
formerly a church, has 
been in use since 1842. 
Today, it houses Village 
Early Learning Center 
and remains a hub for 
local events, gatherings, 
and support services. The 
assembly hall can be ac-
cessed by wheelchair.
  Join your neighbors for 

a night of music, sweets, 
and giving back; “Just 
Desserts” promises to be 
a celebration of commu-
nity spirit in the heart of 
Saxtons River.

“Just Desserts” benefit 
concert in Saxtons River

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 
Featuring Don Dawson 
as master of ceremonies, 
the Kurn Hattin Chil-
dren’s Choir, Ron Bos-
Lun and many others 
from all parts of West-
minster, the Westminster 
Inclusion Committee, 
and Westminster West 
and Buttterfield librar-
ies join to sponsor the 
Westminster Song Fest at 
the Butterfield Institute, 
on Saturday, May 2, at 4 
p.m. Come sing a song if 
you are a musician or just 
come sing along
  The Kurn Hattin Chil-

dren’s Choir will open 
the show. Ron Bos-Lun, 
Nick Keil, Tom Griffith, 
and the Orchard Hill 
Band will also play. Any 
musical entertainment 

is welcome. We especially 
invite original songs about 
Westminster.
  Celebrate our history, he-

roes, businesses, farming, 
children, the hills and val-
leys, flora and fauna, etc., 
using familiar or original 
tunes. Invite others to sing 

along or just tell a story.
  We will end with a sin-

galong of familiar tunes. 
Come meet your neighbors 
and welcome the spring.
  For more information, 

call Lise Sparrow at 802-
345-3982 or email lisem-
sparrow@gmail.com.

Westminster Song Fest

Th Kurn Hattin Children’s Choir.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WALPOLE, N.H. – 
Cameo Arts Founda-
tion presents Cameo 
Baroque on Sunday, May 
3, at 4 p.m., at the Wal-
pole Unitarian Church 
in Walpole, N.H. The 
program includes works 
of Couperin, Leclair, Bo-
ismortier, and others, and 
is a benefit for the Com-
munity Asylum Seekers 
Project (CASP). Cameo 

Baroque – Leslie Stroud 
(traverso), Beth Hilgartner 
(recorders and vocals), Lau-
rie Rabut (violin and viola da 
gamba), and Ernie Drown 
(harpsichord) – special-
izes in historically informed 
performance on original 
instruments. Admission is 
by free-will offering, all of 
which goes to CASP. CASP 
cultivates a supportive com-
munity for those seeking 

asylum in the U.S., pro-
vides for basic needs and 
legal representation, and 
accompanies them on their 
journey towards building a 
life in this country. While 
it primarily serves clients 
in southeastern Vermont, 
CASP has been instrumen-
tal in the development of 
other organizations serving 
asylum seekers in Vermont 
and New Hampshire.

Cameo Arts Foundation 
concert

CLAREMONT, N.H. – 
Claremont Opera House 
(COH) will host the Ste-
vens High School Student 
Art Exhibit in the John D. 
Bennett Atrium Gallery, 58 
Opera House Square in Cla-
remont, N.H. The exhibit 
features work by students 
in grades 9-12, and will be 
available by appointment 
and during public opera 
house events through May 
15. A complimentary open-
ing reception is scheduled 
for May 6, from 5-6:30 p.m.
  The exhibit includes art-

work in a variety of media, 
including graphite, acrylic, 
pastel, ink, clay, watercolor, 
and charcoal.
  “Given current budget 

limitations in the district, 
students and educators 
have had to rely even more 
heavily on creativity, adapt-
ability, and technical skill to 

produce strong work with 
the resources available,” 
said Shelly Avery, Stevens 
High School visual arts de-
partment lead. “This exhib-
it reflects not only the talent 
of our students, but also the 
dedication and problem-
solving they bring to their 
artmaking.”
  “Students involved in 

sports, theater, and music 
have a platform to perform 
and showcase their skills 
and talent to the public, 
whereas visual art students 
rely on galleries and open 
interior spaces,” Avery 
said. “Having our students 
showcase their work at the 
Claremont Opera House is 
their stage, and we hope the 
community comes out to 
show their support.”
  “The Stevens High 

School Student Art Exhibit 
is an opportunity for the 

public to see the creativi-
ty and effort our students 
have put into their work,” 
Avery said. “We’re proud 
to share it with the com-
munity.”
  The exhibit is available 

for viewing by appoint-
ment or during public 
Claremont Opera House 
events. Guests may call 
603-542-0064 to sched-
ule an appointment to 
visit the gallery.
  The opening recep-

tion will be held on May 
6, from 5-6:30 p.m. Light 
refreshments will be 
served. Please use the 
police entrance around 
the corner to access the 
elevator to the sixth 
floor, as the city hall en-
trance closes at 5 p.m. 
Additional details may 
be found at www.cohnh.
org.

Stevens High School 
student art at COH

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next 
Stage Arts presents an 
evening with acclaimed 
author Victoria Redel in 
conversation with award-
winning writer Robin 
MacArthur on Friday, 
May 8, at 7:30 p.m. at 
Next Stage Arts, 15 Kim-
ball Hill in Putney, Vt. 
The event will also be 
available via livestream. 
Doors open at 6:45 p.m.
  Redel will discuss 

her highly anticipated 
new novel, “I Am You,” 
a richly imagined story 
set in 17th-century Am-
sterdam. Inspired by 
historical fact, the novel 
follows Gerta Pieters, 
a young girl raised as a 
boy in service to a Dutch 
household, and Maria 
van Oosterwijck, a gifted 
painter navigating the 
constraints of the Dutch 
Golden Age. Through 

their intertwined lives, Re-
del explores themes of love, 
artistic ambition, gender, 
and identity, illuminat-
ing the often-overlooked 
struggles faced by women 
in history.
  “I Am You” has garnered 

widespread attention, in-
cluding recognition as a 
Bustle Most Anticipated 
Book of Fall 2025, a Zibby 
Books Most Anticipated 
Book of Fall 2025, and a 
Book Riot LGBTQ His-
torical Fiction Highlight. 
The novel also received a 
starred review from Pub-
lisher’s Weekly, was named 
an Amazon Editors’ Best 
Book in Literature & Fic-
tion, and was selected as a 
People Magazine Best New 
Book. Foreign rights have 
sold in multiple interna-
tional markets.
  The conversation will be 

led by Robin MacArthur, 

whose debut short-story 
collection, “Half Wild,” 
won the PEN New England 
Award. MacArthur’s work 
has appeared in Orion, 
LitHub, The Washington 
Post, and on NPR, and she 
brings a thoughtful and en-
gaging perspective to dis-
cussions of literature and 
craft.
  This event offers audi-

ences an opportunity to 
hear directly from Redel 
about the inspiration and 
research behind her novel, 
as well as the broader ques-
tions it raises about iden-
tity, history, and artistic 
expression.
  ByWay Books will be on 

site with copies of “I Am 
You” and select titles by 
both authors available for 
purchase. For more infor-
mation and to purchase 
tickets, visit www.next-
stagearts.org.

Victoria Redel with Robin 
MacArthur at Next Stage

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Friends of Springfield 
Town Library (FOSTL) 
invites you to a con-
cert with Gypsy Reel on 
Wednesday, May 6, at 7 
p.m. The show will be 
held in the sanctuary of 
the First Congregational 
Church, UCC, 77 Main 
Street in Springfield.
  Featuring Camille Park-

er on mandolin, Claudine 
Langille on banjo, Graham 
Parker on fiddle, and spe-
cial guest Jon Clinch on 
guitar, Vermont’s favorite 

Celtic band will arrive with a 
mix of songs and instrumen-
tals old and new, from tradi-
tional favorites to one-of-a-

kind originals. The concert 
begins at 7 p.m., immediately 
following the FOSTL board 
meeting, scheduled at 6 p.m.

Gypsy Reel at the Springfield 
First Congregational Church

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts presents two special 
film screenings curated by 
acclaimed local filmmaker 
Alan Dater, offering audi-
ences a rare chance to ex-
perience iconic moments in 
American music history on 
the big screen. Both events 
will include in-person 
introductions and post-
screening discussions with 
Dater.
  On Saturday, May 9, 

at 7 p.m., Next Stage will 
screen “Sing Sing Thanks-
giving,” a powerful 1973 
documentary directed by 
David Hoffman and Harry 
Wiland. Filmed at Sing Sing 
Prison, the film captures 
an extraordinary concert 
featuring B.B. King, Joan 
Baez, and other legend-
ary performers. Widely re-
garded as one of the most 
electrifying live shows ever 

recorded, the performance 
was described by King him-
self as one of the greatest of 
his career, and hailed by the 
New York Daily News as a 
landmark in live entertain-
ment. Dater, who served 
as the film’s sound record-
ist early in his career, will 
share behind-the-scenes 
insights and reflections fol-
lowing the screening.
  The series continues 

on Saturday, May 23, at 7 
p.m., with “The Nashville 
Sound,” a 1972 concert 
film directed by Robert 
Elfstrom and David Hoff-
man. Filmed in 1969 at the 
legendary Ryman Audito-
rium during the Grand Ole 
Opry’s annual birthday cel-
ebration, the film features 
unforgettable performanc-
es by Johnny Cash, Dolly 
Parton, Loretta Lynn, and 
other country music greats. 

In addition to its onstage 
performances, the film 
offers a portrait of Nash-
ville, highlighting the 
cultural landscape that 
gave rise to its enduring 
musical legacy. As with 
the first screening, Dater 
will introduce the film 
and participate in a post-
screening conversation.
  Both screenings take 

place at Next Stage Arts, 
15 Kimball Hill in Put-
ney, Vt. Doors open at 
6:15 p.m., and tickets are 
available at www.next-
stagearts.org.
  These films not only 

document historic per-
formances, but also 
provide a glimpse into 
the early career of one 
of Vermont’s most re-
spected documentary 
filmmakers. With Dater 
on hand to contextual-
ize and discuss the work, 
these evenings promise 
to be both entertaining 
and illuminating for mu-
sic lovers and film enthu-
siasts alike.

Two landmark music films 
at Next Stage

   Black River Academy Museum, 14 High St. Ludlow
   May 14 at 6:00pm, $25.00 per person, 
   Reserve by 05/04 , Food and Beverages served
   For Tickets, email paulaferro22@comcast.net  
   

           This is a Fundraising Event For BRAM 
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health & home

Julie’s Icare

Julie Richardson, Optician
Ph: 603.543.3216

Cell: 603.558.3048
by Appointment Only

11 Dunning St. 
Suite 4
Claremont, NH

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

Springfield Hospital
General Surgery

29 Ridgewood Rd, Springfield, VT 05156
www.springfieldhospital.org

Call Now 802-885-5600

“ Right at the start of basketball season, I had to
have emergency appendix surgery, and I was
honestly worried about how it would affect my
ability to get back on the court. 

The care I received was incredible—from the surgery 
itself to the support during recovery. Dr. Bennett was 
personable, took time to make sure that I understood 
every step, and helped me safely return to playing. 
I was back with my teammates sooner than 
expected, and I feel strong and confident.  

I’m really grateful for 
how well they took 
care of me.”

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

READY TO SELL?
Work with an experienced team who can 
get you the best o� ers for your property

CHESTER, VT - $475,000

www.barrettandvalley.com
COMMERCIAL/MULTI-UNIT OPPORTUNITY!

802-875-2323

HOUSE OF THEWEEK

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5252
802-362-4663

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEP APPLICATIONS 
FOR 1- & 2-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5251
802-362-4663

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

BROOKVIEW APARTMENTS
WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEP APPLICATIONS FOR 
1-BEDROOM HCP APARTMENT
& 2-BEDROOM APARTMENTS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply

WINHALL, Vt. – From the end of 
April through the end of May, Neigh-
borhood Connections will be under-
taking a targeted effort to enable resi-
dents of Winhall to take advantage of 
the many financial benefit programs 
to which they may be entitled, but with 
which they are unfamiliar, known as a 
100% Campaign. Neighborhood Con-
nections can help with advising, com-
pleting applications, handling delivery 
to the appropriate federal or state of-

fices for processing, and follow-up. 
Programs that can be explored include 
3SquaresVT (SNAP benefits), seasonal 
fuel assistance, Medicaid, Medicare 
Savings Programs (including Vermont’s 
prescription “V-Pharm” plan), Green 
Mountain Power discounts, and more.
  Staff will be on site at the Winhall 

Memorial Library on Tuesday, May 5, 
from 12-4 p.m.; Tuesday, May 12, from 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.; Tuesday, May 19, from 
12-4 p.m.; and Tuesday, May 26, from 

10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
  Staff will also be on site at the Winhall 

Community Arts Center on Thursday, 
April 30, from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.; Thurs-
day, May 7, from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.; 
Wednesday, May 13, from 11 a.m. – 2 
p.m.; Thursday, May 21, from 3-5 p.m.; 
and Thursday, May 28, from 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m.
  For best results, please reserve an ap-

pointment by calling Neighborhood 
Connections at 802-824-4343.

Neighborhood Connections to 
launch Winhall 100% Campaign

TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
Spring is just around the 
corner, so mark your cal-
endar now for the 17th an-
nual Grace Cottage Fam-
ily Health & Hospital Spring 
into Health 5K. The event 

begins with an 8:30 a.m. 
shotgun start on Saturday, 
May 9, on the Townshend 
Common. You can run, 
walk, roll, stroll, or push 
your baby carriage for this 
fun, family-friendly event.

  Registration is discounted 
if you register prior to the 
day of the event. Children 
under the age of 18 are free 
with signed parent/guardian 
permission. Registration is 
open now at www.gracecot-

tage.org/events. A virtual 
option is also available. Reg-
ister at the same link.
  For more information, 

contact Grace Cottage Foun-
dation at info@gracecottage.
org or call 802-365-9109.

Grace Cottage Spring Into Health 5K

REGION – For many 
homeowners, mortgage 
insurance is just part of 
the deal when buying a 
home with a lower down 
payment. But what many 
homeowners don’t realize is 
that this fee doesn’t always 
have to stay for the life of 
the loan.
  Depending on the type 

of loan you have, there may 
be a path to removing it 
and lowering your monthly 
payment in the process.

FHA loan
  FHA loans include mort-

gage insurance premium 
(MIP), and, in many cases, 
it doesn’t go away on its 
own. If you put less than 
10% down, MIP typically 
stays for the life of the loan. 
If you put 10% or more 
down, it may fall off after 
11 years
  Many homeowners 

choose to refinance to a 
conventional loan once 
they’ve built enough equity. 
As your home value in-
creases and you pay down 
your loan, you may reach a 
point where you no longer 
need mortgage insurance 
at all. That could allow you 
to eliminate monthly mort-

gage insurance, potentially 
lower your payment, and/
or move into a loan struc-
ture with more long-term 
flexibility.
  A common benchmark is 

reaching around 20% equi-
ty, though options can vary 
based on your situation.

Conventional loan
  With a conventional loan, 

private mortgage insurance 
(PMI) isn’t always perma-
nent, but it doesn’t always 
disappear right away either. 
PMI is typically required 
if you put less than 20% 
down, but it can be removed 
once you reach enough eq-
uity. This can happen if you 
request removal once your 
loan balance reaches 80% 
of your home’s value, or 
through automatic removal 
around 78% based on the 
original value. Refinance 
if your home’s value has 
increased and you’ve built 
equity faster than expected.
  Refinancing can be espe-

cially helpful if your home 
has appreciated, since it 
may allow you to remove 
PMI sooner than wait-
ing on your original loan 
schedule.

What this could mean for 
you
  Home values have shift-

ed over the past few years, 
and many homeowners 
have more equity than they 
think. In some cases, home 
price growth alone may 
have increased your equity 
more than expected, even 
if you haven’t owned your 
home for long.
  If mortgage insurance is 

still part of your monthly 
payment, it may be time to 
take a closer look at your 
loan. Because once you 
have enough equity, that 
extra cost doesn’t always 
need to stick around. And 
in many cases, a quick re-
view of your loan can show 
whether removing it is al-
ready within reach.

  Submitted by Victoria 
Blodgett, PrimeLending, 
Ludlow, Vt.

When to remove 
mortgage insurance

Want a lower payment? It may be time to remove your 
mortgage insurance.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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obituariesOPINION

OBITUARIES: 
A 200-word obituary is $100, and $0.60 per word 

thereafter. A photo is an additional $20. Email to 
editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday at 12 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES: 
We run Church Services on an alternating schedule. 

Subject to space. All services are posted online at www.
VermontJournal.com.

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your 
piece of Vermont 

to fit your Dreams!

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will 
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. 

Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 81081XEL

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
81081XEL    separately $323.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

SAVE 60%

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete – Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

800-562-3845 – 603-542-9595 – sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743 

New Hampshire and Vermont’s Largest Auto Recycler!!!

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Lynne Kathryn Beverly, of 
Springfield, Vt., passed on 
April 4, after a brief illness.
  Lynne was born in Atlan-

tic City, N.J., in 1942, the 
daughter of Margaret Pulis 
Beverly and Peter A. Bev-
erly, and grew up in Ridge-
wood, N.J. 
  She graduated from 

Ridgewood High School, 
Class of 1960, and received 
her undergraduate degree 
from Dominican College 
and her master’s degree 
from New York University.
  Her nursing career in-

cluded employment at Bly-
thedale Children’s Hospital, 
The Joint Commission on 
the Accreditation of Hospi-
tals for New York State, and 
several years as a nurse at 
Ascutney Hospital in Ver-
mont.
  In the mid-1980s, Lynne 

moved to Jamaica, Vt., 
where she and her former 
husband opened The Gal-
lery at Jamaica. With an eye 
for beauty and talent, Lynne 
represented an impressive 
array of artists, including 
Josh Simpson, Keith Hoff-
man, and Robert O’Brien. 
Her home was filled with 
art, a collection that fo-
cused on botanical images; 
her home was a riot of flow-
ers. An artist in her own 
right, Lynne’s medium was 

embroidery, creating magic 
with fine stitchery. Her 
crocheted blankets were 
wrapped around a genera-
tion of babies. Kids called 
her “Dr. Lin Lin” and asked 
for her counsel when feel-
ing unwell.
  She loved a mean ol’ cat 

named Pete who loved her 
right back.
  Lynne is survived by her 

dear friend Jenn Connor 
and family, who adopted 
her as one of their own, and 
longtime friend Gene Mar-
rano.
  Heartfelt thanks to her 

neighbor, Ray, who stepped 
in to lend a steady hand.
  A celebration of life will 

be held in June.
  Donations in Lynne’s 

memory may be made to 
the Springfield Humane 
Society.

Lynne Beverly, 1942-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Dear Editor,

  We wish to invite you and 
all your readers to join us. 
Many worry about safety, 
food on the table, children, el-
derly parents, property rights, 
world events, their own moral 
compass, and much more. 
The environment, govern-
ment intrusion, lack of health 
care, teachings contrary to 
parents’ beliefs, etc., are caus-
ing internal stress that people 
should not have to deal with 
in a free, moral society. The 
government – local, state, or 
federal – says they have the 
answers, yet the problems 
just grow. Every day we are 
confronted with some type 
of trauma. It is everywhere. 
There is nowhere to find 
peace. No place to hide. Or is 
there?

  Just having enjoyed Easter, 
celebrating the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, our risen savior 
who conquered sin and death 
and offers new life to all who 

believe, we at Precision Val-
ley Baptist Church in North 
Springfield have an answer to 
your worries. It is written In 
Psalm 32:7, “Lord, you are my 
hiding place; You preserve me 
from trouble; You surround 
me with songs of deliverance. 
Selah.” And in Psalm 119:114, 
“You are my hiding place and 
my shield; I wait for your 
word.”

   We are a biblically based 
Christian church committed 
to teaching the whole counsel 
of God’s word with clarity and 
passion.

  Under the faithful leader-
ship of our pastor, Mauricio 
Martins, and his wife, Ashley, 
who are both deeply commit-
ted to strong Christian faith 
and dedicated to equipping 
believers through scripture, 
you will experience preaching 
and teaching that points peo-
ple to Christ and helps them 
grow to maturity in Him.

  Our church is especially 
family-friendly, with engaging 
children’s ministry through 
kids’ worship and Sunday 
school September-May, mov-
ie nights, and a summer vaca-
tion Bible school, all designed 
to help kids learn about Jesus 
in a fun, nurturing environ-
ment. We also offer opportu-
nities for sincere friendships 
to form. Our ladies night 
provides a relaxed setting 
for women to gather, enjoy 
wholesome conversation, play 
cards, share a meal, and build 
meaningful connections. We 
value and encourage men to 
step into godly leadership, 
honoring the biblical truth 
that God created man and 
woman, each with distinct 
and complementary roles in 
His design. 

  Whether you are seeking 
spiritual renewal, a place to 
grow in faith as a family, or a 
warm community of believ-

ers, you will find a wel-
coming home here where 
everyone is accepted and 
encouraged to encounter 
Christ in a meaningful way.

  We are located at 67 
Route 106 in North Spring-
field, Vt. Sunday services 
include kids’ worship and 
adult Bible study at 9 a.m., 
September-May, followed 
by our worship service at 
10 a.m. Please visit our 
website at www.mypvbc.
com for the latest schedule, 
events, and more informa-
tion.

  Come experience the 
transformative power of 
the risen Christ with us. 
We would be honored to 
welcome you and your 
family into our church 
family.

Sincerely,
Gerry and Judy Mittica
Springfield, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  We are family child care 
owners throughout the state 
of Vermont, and we support 
the current version of S.206, 
or the Early Childhood Edu-
cator Profession Bill. This 
legislation creates individual 
licensure and professional 
recognition for early child-
hood educators working in 
Vermont’s family home- and 
center-based programs, and 
includes provisions to sup-
port today’s family child care 
workforce and ensure our 
programs stay open.

  As family child care own-
ers, we care for hundreds of 
Vermont’s youngest children, 
and we keep families in our 
rural communities work-
ing. In places like ours, when 
child care is available, parents 
can work. When it’s not, lo-
cal businesses feel it imme-
diately.

  Family child care has al-
ways filled the gaps: extend-
ing hours and providing 
after-school care, being a 
steady support for our com-
munities. For decades, we 
have been the consistent, 
flexible option that makes it 
possible for families and local 
economies to function.

  The unique and wonder-
ful thing about Vermont’s 
mixed-delivery early child-
hood education system is that 
we have autonomy within 
regulations. That means fam-
ilies seeking regulated child 
care can choose the setting 
that works best for their fam-
ily. Every family is different, 
and they know the needs of 

their child. Sometimes, fam-
ily child care is the best fit, 
and the best quality.

  Family child care owners 
are not asking for less regula-
tion. We work with vulner-
able populations; we should 
be regulated, and we’re famil-
iar with regulation. What we 
want is to have a voice in our 
own regulation, and equal ac-
cess to the opportunities that 
come with being part of a rec-
ognized profession.

  Individual professional 
licensure creates a system 
where opportunities for fam-
ily child care educators are 
the same as opportunities for 
center-based educators. At its 
core, this bill is about equal 
opportunity. We’ve spent a 
long time trying to unite our 
child care system and share 
opportunities, and this bill 
does that. To put an even 
sharper point on it: This leg-
islation will ensure that fami-
lies living in rural communi-
ties have access to the same 
quality child care as those in 
more urban parts of our state.

  It does not mean we create 
a system where opportunities 
for family child care are dif-
ferent from opportunities for 
center-based care. Instead, 
it creates the conditions for 
choice, allowing educators 
and families to select the path 
that works best for them.

  People sometimes point to 
family child care programs 
closing. Nationally, they are. 
In Vermont, they were – up 
until a couple of years ago. 
Contrary to popular belief, 

this was not due to over-
regulation. It was because 
resources were funneled to 
larger-population areas. His-
torically, the challenge in 
rural Vermont hasn’t been 
regulation; it has been access 
to resources. 

  Act 76 shifted the balance 
and sent a lot more resources 
to family child care, and re-
cent data shows family child 
care growing – which reflects 
what we see in our commu-
nities. When resources and 
supports are available, family 
child care grows.

  If S.206 takes effect, open-
ing career opportunities to 
all early childhood educa-
tors statewide, that helps ru-
ral family child care. We’re 
proud of our independent 
businesses and our value to 
our communities. The qual-
ity of our home programs is 
on par with any other kind of 
child care program. 

  Like any professional, we 
want a clear way to demon-
strate that quality. We would 
love to be able to show fami-
lies a professional license to 
practice. And yes, renewing a 
license every couple of years 
is a cost, and a task. But if it 
makes our practice better, 
and if it means access to op-
portunities that we do not 
currently have, we’ll gladly 
do it. If it strengthens our 
practice and expands our op-
portunities, it’s worth it. 

  There are many young peo-
ple eager to enter this profes-
sion. Their biggest obstacle 
is parents who worry about 

investing in training for a 
career that won’t be sus-
tainable. If we profession-
alize early childhood edu-
cation – including family 
child care – we change that 
calculation. We open 
doors for those who want 
to do this work but need a 
viable career path. We’re so 
close. 

  Quality isn’t determined 
by the door a child walks 
through. This bill ensures 
that every educator and 
child is valued the same.

Sincerely,
Christina Nelson, North 

Troy, Vt.
Tammie AB Hazlett, 

Thetford Center, Vt.
Holly Jean Cole, Spring-

field, Vt.
Emily Pryer and Meri 

Carpenter-Saladino, Brad-
ford, Vt.

Lynn Macie, Lunenburg, 
Vt.

Staci Otis, Springfield, Vt.
Alexandria Whitcomb, 

Graniteville, Vt.
Sherry Boudro, Windsor, 

Vt.
Robyn McElwain, St. Al-

bans, Vt.
Heather Armell, Monk-

ton, Vt.
Dawn Morits, Fairfax, Vt.
Jennifer Tucker, North 

Springfield, Vt.
Lori and Michael Grat-

ton, Pownal, Vt.
Kelly Garcia, White River 

Junction, Vt.
Aubrey Boyles and Kris-

tin Darcy, Montpelier, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  How wonderful to return 
home after a week in Mont-
pelier to find our hillside full 
of blooming daffodils and 
forsythia. And, on the ride 
home, I had noticed how, as 
I drove south, it got greener 
and greener. Spring must in-
deed be on the way.

  We have hit a time in the 
session, about four weeks 
from adjourning, when ev-
erything is in play. As many of 
you have read, the education 
reform bill, H.955, has passed 
out of the House for consid-
eration by the Senate. This 
is based on creating seven 
regional Cooperative Educa-
tion Service Areas (CESA) 
out of the 119 school districts, 
designed to promote more 
efficient management of hu-
man resources, special edu-
cation, professional services, 
and development, like what 
we have already established 
here in southeast Vermont. 
Voluntary mergers aimed at 
regionalizing our middle and 
high schools would then be 
encouraged within those CE-
SA’s. Incentives to encourage 
these mergers are not fully 
agreed upon yet, but would 
probably include school con-
struction support and other 
financial “carrots.”

  But the Senate has its own 
education reform bill which 
has yet to make it out of com-
mittee, let alone pass the Sen-
ate floor, leaving the House 
almost no time to fully con-
sider it.

  The yield bill, H.949, which 
addresses how we pay for 
education, cleared the House 
with a 7% increase in the 
statewide education prop-
erty tax rate. The Senate has 
worked to reduce the increase 
even further, to 3.8%. How-
ever, the Senate’s bill also in-
cludes a reduction of the ex-
cess spending threshold from 
118% to 112%, which would 
have very tough consequenc-
es for our area schools. 

  Other work very much in 
the mix is the update to parts 
of 2024’s Act 181, which in-
cluded several Act 250 re-
forms designed to spur hous-
ing development.  It identified 
tiers for a range of develop-
ment and required that our 
towns set housing targets and 
create maps identifying which 
areas they wanted to develop 
and which areas they wanted 
to protect. Two aspects of the 
original bill have drawn stiff 
opposition from our rural 
communities: the Road Rule, 
which requires that any road 

longer than 800 feet get Act 
250 review, and Tier 3, de-
signed to limit development 
on our most ecologically sen-
sitive lands. The updates are 
in a Senate bill, S.325, which 
is now being considered in 
the House. And, while the bill 
recognizes these two aspects 
of Act 181 need more work 
and extends the time frame to 
work on them, it now appears 
that these provisions will be 
repealed and replaced with a 
negotiated compromise.

  In addition, there are many 
other bills and issues in play: 
efforts to improve the evic-
tion process for landlords 
and tenants, improving data 
privacy, closing the $33 mil-
lion gap in the Transporta-
tion Fund, reducing health 
care costs, building more 
homes, improving firearm 
safety, protecting consumers 

with improving data privacy, 
reducing ticket resale scams, 
and reducing our alarming 
rise in teenage nicotine ad-
diction. So much is still be-
ing negotiated, and so much 
needs resolution before we 
adjourn in May.

  I appreciate hearing from 
you. I can be reached by email 
at aclarkson@leg.state.vt.us, 
by phone at the Statehouse, 
Tuesday-Friday, at 802-828-
2228; or by phone at home, 
Saturday-Monday, at 802- 
457-4627. To get more infor-
mation on the Vermont Leg-
islature and the bills which 
have been proposed and 
passed, visit the legislative 
website, legislature.vermont.
gov.

Sincerely,
Sen. Alison Clarkson
Windsor District

NAVARRE, Fla. – Grace 
Irene Farnum passed away 
on Dec. 8, 2025, in Navarre, 
Fla.
  She was born in Browns-

ville, Vt., the daughter of 
Russell and Nelly Sander-
son Washburn. Grace spent 
much of her life in Vermont 
and New Hampshire, and 
was known for her strong 
work ethic, kindness, and 
dedication to others.
  Grace worked for many 

years as a manager at Aubu-
chon Hardware in Spring-
field, Vt., and Claremont, 
N.H. She took pride in her 
work and was respected 
by colleagues and custom-
ers alike. She also provided 
transportation services, 
driving for Simone’s, assist-
ing people traveling to and 
from airports and surround-
ing areas. She was known for 
her reliability and her will-
ingness to help others.
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TOWN OF CHESTER - NOTICE OF TAX SALE

 The resident and non-resident owners, lienholders and mortgagees of the real 
estate in the Town of Chester, in the County of Windsor, and State of Vermont are hereby 
notified that real estate taxes for the 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025 tax years assessed 
by the Town of Chester remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid upon the following 
described real estate in the Town of Chester as indicated below, to wit:

Rodney Batchelder (deceased) and Scott Murphy:  Delinquent 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 
and 2025 Property Taxes

Being 1.10 acres of land, more or less, with multi-family dwelling and any and all 
improvements thereon, located at 1807 Mattson Road, Chester, Vermont, and being all 
and the same lands and premises conveyed to Rodney G. Batchelder (now deceased) and 
Lynn Batchelder by Warranty Deed of Warren Pease and Nancy Pease dated July 1, 1977, 
and recorded in the Chester Land Records in Book 54 at Page 394.  Reference is made to 
the following:  (a) Quit Claim Deed from Lynn Batchelder to Rodney G. Batchelder dated 
July 20, 1999, and recorded in the Chester Land Records in Book 84 at Page 229; and (b) 
Warranty Deed from Rodney G. Batchelder to Rodney G. Batchelder and Scott N. Murphy, 
as joint tenants with rights of survivorship, dated December 20, 1999, and recorded in the 
Chester Land Records in Book 84 at Page 514. (Parcel I.D. #272017).

And so much of said real estate will be sold at public auction at the Chester Town Clerk’s 
office, a public place in said Town on the 16th day of July, 2026 at 11:00 o’clock in the 
forenoon, as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with costs and fees, unless previously 
paid.  Be advised that the owner or mortgagee, or the owner’s or mortgagee’s representatives 
or assigns, of lands sold for taxes shall have a right to redemption for a period of one year 
from the date of sale pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5260.

Any questions or inquiries regarding the above-referenced sale should be directed to the 
following address:

 Carroll, Boe & Kite, P.C.
 ATTN:  James F. Carroll, Esq. or Wanda M. Murray, Paralegal
 64 Court Street
 Middlebury, Vermont 05753  Telephone:  (802) 388-6711

Carroll, Boe & Kite, P.C. and the Town of Chester do not give any opinion or certification 
as to the marketability of the title to the above-referenced property as held by the current 
owners/taxpayers.  

The only acceptable forms of bid payment at the day of tax sale are bank check payable to 
Carroll, Boe & Kite, P.C., Real Estate Trust Account.  No personal checks will be accepted.

 Dated at Chester, Vermont this 20th day of April, 2026.

   Julie Hance, Town of Chester Delinquent Tax Collector

Chester-Andover Elementary School
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

Chester-Andover Elementary School has begun the 
process of registration for children who will be eligible for 
Kindergarten for the 2026/2027 school year.  Children must 
be 5 years old on or before August 31, 2026.  Please contact 
the school office at 802-875-6832 or email kim.leonard@trsu.
org to let us know your child will be attending.  

Green Mountain Union High School 
FOOD SERVICE WORKER 

GMUHS is seeking a part-time school year cook to join its 
Food and Nutritional Services team (15 hours per week). 
No nights, weekends, or holidays required. Pay ranges from 
$16.70 to $20.70 per hour. Interested applicants should 
contact Andrew.Levesque@trsu.org or 802-875-2146.

WATER FLUSHING NOTICE
VILLAGE OF LUDLOW

On Tuesday, May 5, 2026 through Thursday, May 7, 2026, 
the Village of Ludlow Water Department will be flushing the 
water system and testing the fire hydrant system. The flushing 
will take place each day from 7:00 AM to 3:30 PM.  

Please note:  The entire water system will be affected.  
Residents may experience discolored water during this time. 
When the flushing is complete, please be sure to let your cold 
water run until your water runs clear. We appreciate your 
patience and understanding while we perform our annual 
distribution system maintenance. 

If you have any questions, please call the Water Department 
at 228-8431 or the Municipal Office at 228-2842.

Thank you.

SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT
WATER MAIN FLUSHING NOTICE

MONDAY, May 4th - FRIDAY, May 15th, 2026

Periodically, in Springfield, Vermont, we clean water mains 
of harmless corrosion and accumulated foreign matter by 
opening hydrants and allowing the water to escape under 
high pressure. The flushing action is an important part of 
our program to maintain high quality water.

Although such flushing may produce temporary 
discoloration, the safety of the water is not affected in any 
way. HOWEVER, we advise you to schedule clothes washing 
and cleaning projects at other times.

All mains will be flushed between 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m., Monday thru Friday. During the time this work 
is performed, IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE ENTIRE 
SYSTEM WILL BE AFFECTED. It is suggested that 
restaurants, laundromats, etc. keep their use to a minimum 
until water clears. The water system will be riled and cloudy, 
but this condition will clear up upon completion of the 
work.

SPRINGFIELD WATER DEPT.

Proposed Introduced 
Invasive Plant Control Measures

The Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation 
proposes to conduct treatments to control introduced 
invasive plants on properties owned by the State of Vermont 
in Windsor and Windham Counties. The proposed 
treatment area will not exceed 150 acres in size. Application 
will include foliar and cut stem methods utilizing common 
site-specific herbicides such as Rodeo or Roundup. 
Treatment will occur between 5/1/2026 and 11/30/2026, and 
each site will have signage displayed for additional public 
notice. For specific locations or more information, please 
contact State Lands Forester Aaron Hurst at Aaron.Hurst@
vermont.gov or 802-279-8625.

Superior Court          Probate Division
Windsor Unit          Docket No. 25-PR-04971

IN RE ESTATE OF PATRICIA A. SAUL
LATE OF LUDLOW, VERMONT

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the Creditors of Patricia A. Saul: I have been appointed 
to administer the estate. All creditors having claims against 
the decedent or the estate must present their claims in 
writing within four (4) months of the first publication of this 
notice. The claim must be presented to me at the address 
listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The claim may 
be barred forever if it is not presented within the Fourt (4) 
month period.

Thomas Saul, Executor
c/o Alycia Sanders, Esq.
147 Western Ave.
Brattleboro, VT 05301
802-257-7244

The Vermont Journal
April 29, 2026

Name of Court:
Vermont Probate Court, Windsor
12 The Green
Woodstock, VT 05091

ROCKINGHAM, VERMONT

Public Notice of solicitation for Demolition of two buildings 
in the Town of Rockingham: 25 Hapgood St. & 37 Old 
Terrace. Contractor must submit, bid form, COI, Non-
Debarment Certification. Site visit by request May 14, 2026 
12 pm, Bids must be received by May 29, 2026 at 11 a.m. 
either hand delivered or emailed to development@rockbf.
org, Development Office 7 The Square, 3rd Floor Conference 
Room, Bellows Falls, VT 05101. Project commence week of 
June 2, 2026 and be completed in June/July 2026. Full bid 
package athttps://www.rockinghamvt.org/public-notices

Town of Springfield
Request for Proposals - May 15, 2026

Field and Brush Maintenance

The Springfield Water Department is requesting proposals 
for field mowing and brush cutting to be done throughout 
the summer of 2026.

SCOPE OF WORK:
1. Bi-seasonal mowing and trimming of the town’s four (4) 
water tanks. This work also includes the cutting of any brush 
or saplings growing in the mowed area and or along the 
fence and the tanks.

2. Bi-seasonal mowing and trimming of the wellfield. 
This work also includes the cutting of any brush or 
saplings growing in the mowed area including around the 
monitoring wells and the embankment at Chapman 1
wellhouse.

All proposals, along with proof of insurance, should be 
submitted to the Town Manager’s Office by close of business, 
4:30 pm, on May 15, 2026. Proposals may be either mailed 
or dropped off at 96 Main Street, Springfield VT. 05156 in 
sealed envelopes marked “Water Tower Mowing.”

Site visits can be arranged by contacting the Water Dept. at 
886-2208.

REGION – The Wind-
ham Regional Comission 
(WRC) will be hosting an 
in-person and remote pub-
lic meeting to present a 
draft of the Windham Re-
gional Plan update. WRC 
assists 27 towns in south-
eastern Vermont to provide 
effective local governance 
and address regional issues. 
The Regional Plan provides 
guidance on the future of 
the region and is used for 
WRC’s work program and 
regional planning efforts. 
  The focus of the current 

plan update is to meet new 
state requirements follow-
ing the passage of Act 181 
in 2024. Act 181 overhauls 
Vermont’s planning frame-
work to coordinate state, 
regional, and municipal 
land-use planning. Mem-
bers of the public, munici-
pal officials, and local or-
ganizations are encouraged 
to attend the meetings to 
learn more about the role 
of the Regional Plan and to 
provide input. Draft revi-
sions to the Regional Plan 
are available to review on 
WRC’s website, www.wind-
hamregional.org. Addition-
al information is also avail-
able at this website.
  Meetings will be held 

on Thursday, May 7, at 
5:30 p.m., at the Winston 
Prouty Center, Holton Hall, 
fourth-floor conference 
room, 209 Austine Drive, 
Brattleboro, Vt.; and on 
Wednesday, May 20, at 6 
p.m., via Zoom, with ac-
cess information available 
at www.windhamregional.
org.
  Please direct any ques-

tions to Matt Bachler, se-
nior planner, at mbachler@
windhamregional.org or 
802-257-4547, Ext. 112.

Windham 
Regional 
Commission 
Regional 
Plan update 
meetings

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
MAY 1 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
First Baptist Church of 
Bellows Falls, 9 Church 
Street, will hold their First 
Friday fundraiser on May 
1, from 5-6:30 p.m., to 
benefit the Bellows Falls 
Moose Lodge 527 building 
fund. The menu includes 
barbecued hamburgers 
and hot dogs, potato 
salad, green salad, chips, 
a beverage, and dessert. 
There is a small suggested 
donation.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
The Charlestown 
Senior Center, 223 Old 
Springfield Road, will be 
having a giant indoor 
yard sale on May 1, from 
8 a.m. – 1 p.m. We have 
an extensive variety of 
items: dishes, toys, books, 
games, household items, 
and garden items to name 
a few. Come see what 
you can find and grab a 
cup of free coffee. This 
is a fundraiser for the 
senior center; most items 

are by donation. We 
look forward to seeing 
you there. Thank you for 
supporting us.

MAY 2 –
BELMONT, Vt. – The 
Mount Holly Community 
Association invites you 
to join us to welcome the 
spring with Frydaddy on 
Saturday, May 2, from 
7-11:30 p.m., at the 
Odd Fellows Hall, 37 
Lake Street in Belmont. 
There will be live music, 
dancing, and good fun.

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – The 
Weathersfield contra 
dance returns after a 
winter hiatus on Saturday, 
May 2, from 6-10 p.m., 
at the Weathersfield 
Center Church and 
Meeting House, 2579 
Weathersfield Center 
Road. Come together, 
meet your neighbors, 
make new friends, dance, 
listen, play, sit, or chat. 
Caller Andy Davis will 
teach and guide everyone 
through the dances. Open 
band led by Naomi Morse 
(fiddle), Mary Cay (brass 
and piano), and Emmet 

McGowan (drums). No 
special clothing, footwear, 
or experience required. 
All are welcome. For more 
information, visit www.
weathersfieldcontradance.
wordpress.com or call 
802-263-5487.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
The Springfield United 
Methodist Church. 10 
Valley Street, is having 
their spring rummage sale 
on Saturday, May 2, from 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m. We look 
forward to seeing you. 
Everyone is welcome.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfield Moose Lodge 
679 will be hosting a 
delicious barbecued 
chicken dinner on 
Saturday, May 2, from 
1-4 p.m. Proceeds will 
support Meals and Wheels 
of Greater Springfield. 
Bring family and friends. 
Everyone is invited.

CLAREMONT, N.H. – Join 
us on Saturday, May 2, 
from 8-11 a.m., for the 
annual May Breakfast 
at First Congregational 
Church, 72 Pleasant Street 
in Claremont, N.H. The 
event is hosted by The 
Well Collaborative NH. 
Admission is free for kids 
4 and younger. There will 
be locally sourced eggs, 
meat from North Country 
Smokehouse, locally 
produced maple syrup, 
baked goods made by 
volunteers, and more. This 
year, the breakfast will 
include a spring mini art 
show featuring art created 
by people from around 
the area, with the theme 
of spring. All pieces will 
be sold by donation. This 
year, the art can be any 
medium (such as painting, 
decoupage, clay, crochet, 
cross-stitch, embroidery, 
etc.) as long as it is 
no bigger than 5 by 7 
inches. If you would like 
to participate, reach out 
to Neil at neilpierceallen@
gmail.com.

MAY 3 –
PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – Matt 
Meserve will be playing 
a live concert on Sunday, 
May 3, from 4-5 p.m., at 

the Perkinsville Community 
Church, 35 Church Street. 
If you would like to be 
on the email list for these 
events, please contact us 
at churchperkinsville@
gmail.com.

MAY 9 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Join 
Springfield on the Move 
for a delightful Mother’s 
Day market on Saturday, 
May 9, from 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m., at 100 River Street. 
This is the perfect way 
to honor the incredible 
moms in our lives. 
Discover a beautifully 
curated market featuring 
local artists showcasing 
their unique creations, 
amazing vendors offering 
handmade goods and 
gifts, and workshops 
where you can learn to 
create stunning floral 
arrangements. Whether 
you’re looking for the 
perfect gift or a fun 
day out with mom, this 
event has something for 
everyone. Don’t miss out 
on the joy and creativity 
waiting for you at the 
Great Hall.

MAY 14 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Black 
River Academy Museum, 
14 High Street, will 
host “A Taste for Wine 
and Murder,” a murder 
mystery game night, on 
Thursday, May 14, at 6 
p.m. Please reserve tickets 
by May 4. To do so, email 
paulaferro22@comcast.
net. This is a fundraising 
event for the museum.
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CLASSIFIEDS Start at $20 per week for 4 lines of text. Buy 3 get 1 Free! 

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$175 for 13 Weeks • $275 for 26 Weeks • $425 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM
Community Art Center offering Workshops, Equipped Studios, 
Camps, and More

611 Rt.103S, Ludlow, VT 802-228-8770
www.CreateTogetherVT.org
(12/9/26 - 52)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  VT    802-885-7111   galleryvault.org
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5
Workshops galleryvault.org/workshops
Realistic Animal Features in Watercolor w/Joanna Alix 4/25 11-2
Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends 5/2 & 5/9 12-4

Hand-painted Silk Scarves Boho Bunnies by Terri Flowers
Outside Inside, Nature & the Imaginal paintings by Gil Perry
New Open Wall Exhibit: A Burst of Color, A World of Wonder 
VR Open Studio Weekend- May 23&24  vermontcrafts.com
(07/15/26 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
A & J’S TREE SERVICE
No job too big or too small. Also offering general contracting. 
Free Estimates & Fully Insured. “Dangerous Trees are our Spe-
cialty.” 802-376-7000. 
(07/22/26 - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
Navy Seabee Veteran owned. We pride ourselves on cus-
tomer service, and getting the job done right the first time. We 
are looking to book up our season. Decks, custom tile shower, 
siding, doors, windows, drywall, foundation repair, you name 
we do it. Check us out on Instagram @nedthehammer. Ned 
Mortensen, cell 802-376-3275, edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.
(03/17/27 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(05/13/26 - 13)

ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Booking for winter 2025 and spring 2026 projects. Offer carpentry, 
remodeling, interior & exterior painting, window & door replace-
ments, vinyl siding washing, pressure washing, drywall repairs, and 
odd jobs. Call 802-591-0019 or email billr2808@gmail.com. Caven-
dish, Vt. 
(05/06/26 - 26)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER
Painting Interior and Exterior
All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well
802-263-9693   rogcaw@msn.com
Roger, Perkinsville, VT
(05/13/26- 13)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(05/27/26 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(05/20/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(10/07/26 - 26)

Organic Lawn & Land Care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN
We’re Different- Our organic lawn and garden care brings 
peace of mind for the family, friends and critters using your 
yard. Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet, 
so you can relax while we do the hard work.

Fence Installations - Expert, best-quality fence installations 
with references available. Call Today!

Driveway Repairs & Drainage Work- Does your driveway need 
some TLC? Call Green Bee!

We’re fully insured, reliable and priced right. Reach Out Today 
to secure your spot in our 2026 schedule! Phone, text or email: 
802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com 
(09/16/26 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(06/17/26 - 13)

SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT 
301 SOUTH STREET

SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT 05156 
WWW.SSDVT.ORG 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR…

A MEANINGFUL CAREER

    FAMILY FRIENDLY HOURS

    COMPETITIVE WAGES 

EXCELLENT BENEFITS

APPLY
TODAY

PHYSICAL PLANT SUPERVISOR, SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS, SCHOOL 
PSYCHOLOGISTS, SPEECH LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST, INSTRUCTIONAL

PARAEDUCATORS, CUSTODIAL STAFF AND SUBSTITUTES 

UPDATED SUBSTITUTE PAY STRUCTURE!! 

TOWN OF LONDONDERRY
At their duly warned 04/20/2026 meeting, the Londonderry, 
VT Selectboard adopted the Amended Short-Term Rental 
Ordinance. The new ordinance contains these changes:

• The definition of a “Hosted STR” is expanded to allow a 
person authorized in writing by the owner to act as Host, if 
present at and residing on the STR property.
• A Rental Housing Appeals Board will be added for 
an interested party to appeal an action by the STR 
Administrator. 
• Additional definitions include; Dwelling Unit Capacity 
(DUC); Good Standing; STR License.
• Definitions with updated language include: Short-Term 
Rental; STR Administrator; Lock Box; Hosted / Unhosted; 
and Designated Agent.
• STR operators will be required to include their annual STR 
License number in all advertising, and to post a town-issued 
license placard in the STR.
• Clarification that a property owner may license one STR 
in a given year, excepting those owners issued additional 
licenses in the 2024-25 year.
• A Designate Agent will be required to sign and submit a 
statement accepting the responsibilities of that role. 
• Applications missing required information will be denied. 
Submission of false or misleading information, or material 
omission, on an STR application will be considered a 
violation of the ordinance subject to a fine.
• Units with unresolved safety violations identified by a 
Town or State inspection will not be issued a first-time 
or renewal STR License, until violations are satisfactorily 
corrected.
• The deadline for STR license renewal will be 15 days before 
its expiration.

Unless a petition is filed in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 1973, 
the Ordinance shall become effective sixty (60) days after 
its adoption. However, the Short-Term Rental registration 
requirements under Article 4 shall not take effect until July
1, 2026, though STR applications may be accepted by the 
STR Administrator beginning May 15, 2026.

To read the full ordinance, please visit the Town of 
Londonderry website, at londonderryvt.gov. Copies have 
also been placed at the Town Offices at 100 School Street, the 
Londonderry Post Office, and the South Londonderry Post 
Office.

Questions or comments may be directed to Andy 
Dahlstrom, Short-Term Rental Coordinator via phone 802-
824-3356 ext. 9, email stradmin@londonderryvt.gov or by 
mail 100 School Street, Londonderry, VT 05155.

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
$$, Vintage Sports Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at 
antique centers in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

CLEAN OUTS + 
MORE
EZ-Dump Enterprises has a 
15-yard dump trailer available. 
We’re also here for heating 
equipment, appliance removal, 
home/storage unit clean outs, 
stump grinding, and refinishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfield, Vt. area. Call/text 
802-376-1168 or email ezdump.
bl@gmail.com. 

CLEANING
CHESTER/SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Are you interested in getting your 
house cleaned? I have excellent 
references, trustworthy, and 
dependable. I’ve been doing this 
for 30+ years. Please give me a 
call 802-591-0769.

DRIVING
Driving anywhere in the Chester, 
Ludlow, Mount Holly area, call 
Yana at 802-259-2226. 

HELP WANTED
Spring yard cleanup/miscel-
laneous other outdoor work 
needed in Londonderry. Good 
pay for good work, and pleas-
ant surroundings. Flexible hours 
throughout summer. Perfect for 
adult or summer/vacation stu-
dent. Call 802-787-1859. 

OTHER
CENTRAL VERMONT – A & J’s 
Tree Service – No job too big or 
too small. Free Estimates & Fully 
Insured. “Dangerous Trees are our 
Specialty.” 802-376-7000. 

WANTED
CLAREMONT, N.H. – I am look-
ing for a fuse box for a 1996 
Chevy Geo Metro LS, 4 cylinder 
with manual transmission. Call 
919-772-3832 or email cindy-
cool09@yahoo.com. 

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY
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the la�  dance... SENIOR STYLE

802-885-2200 • 284 River Street • Springfield, VT
Open 7 Days a Week • Gift Certificates Available

NEW HAMPSHIRE AND VERMONT’S
JEEP WRANGLER HEADQUARTERS

5 River Road, Claremont, NH
www.cdjrofclaremont.com 603-543-0188

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS!

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC.  Osaic Wealth is separately 
owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

Derek Karner
802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

Formerly Huntley Financial Services

EXIT ATE RESTAURANT
Breakfast 
+ Lunch

802-646-1001

202 Route 131
Ascutney, VT

Fay’s Wrecker 
& Repair

24 hr. Towing & 
Recovery

12 Lacross Rd.
Springfield, VT

802-885-4009

Ford of Claremont
FordOfClaremont.com    603-542-9800

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS

NOBODY HAS MORE INVENTORY!

802.345.9241  |  Mzacarias.10@gmail.com
571 VT-103, Chester  |  Next to One Credit Union

Find us on Facebook and Instagram

info@davisandcompany.com  .  802-228-8811 

www.okemorealestate.com

GOOD LUCK CONTESTANTS!
ENJOY THE SHOW!

33 Main St, Springfield, VT 05156

802-885-6050

Salon

Sean Singleton
Agent
13 Water Street
Claremont, NH 03743
Bus: 603-690-9011
sean@myagentsean.com
www.myagentsean.com

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.
Like a good neighbor, StateFarm is there.

Scan for 
Details.

BURRITO HOTLINE: 802-228-7899

ULTIMATE AUTOBODY LTD. 
1024 CHARLESTOWN RD
SPRINGFIELD, VT 05156

802-885-5401 PHONE
802-885-6116 FAX

Aaron Streeter, Manager
aaronstreeter1@gmail.com

Craig Streeter
ultimatecraig@hotmail.com

Maya Villemaire and Liam Ebbit.
PHOTO BY MARIE LAPLANTE

Malloree Snide and Marley Stoddard.
PHOTO BY MARIE LAPLANTE

Gracie Clafl in and Clayton Rousse. 
PHOTO BY MARIE LAPLANTE

The little contestants.
PHOTO BY MARIE LAPLANTE

Swim Lessons
Kids’ Night Out

Kids Fit
and more!

Youth memberships
starting at
$15/month

140 Clinton Street, Springfield, VT 
edgarmay.org | 802-885-2568

the last 
dance
SENIOR STYLE

PURCHASE 
TICKETS HERE:
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the la�  dance... SENIOR STYLE

15 Baltimore Rd, North Springfi eld • (207) 512-0503
Open Tuesday – Saturday, from 9 am – 5 pm

Good Luck Contestants!Good Luck Contestants!

AUBUCHON
company

John Somers
store leader

john.somers@hardwarestore.com
802-886-2288

Bibens Ace Hardware
362 River Street, North Springfield, VT

Bibens

Pizza, Calzones, Subs, Burgers, Wings
Salads, Sides, Ice Cream

Chester Road, Springfield, VT     802-885-2347

UARTERS
HEAD

802-885-9595
Springfield Shopping Plaza

Springfield, VT

Walk-In Only Salon
Valari Freeborne
Owner/Operator

“Springfield’s best kept secret”

Tue & Fri, 9am-5pm
Wednesday, 9am-12pm

Saturday, 7:30am-12pm

NEW HOURS

802.886.2238
10 Fairbanks Road
North Springfield, VT

www.ivek.com

Shop at your 
Local Hardware Store!

Hardware - Lumber - Kitchen - More

(802) 228-4665

182 Pleasant St.
Ludlow, VT 05149

Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat 8-3, Sun 8-1

Good Luck Contestants!

603-542-9966
152 Charlestown Rd, Claremont, NH 03743

www.lundgrensubaruofclaremont.com

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily
802-952-9570
In Chester, take Route 11 
East for 1/2 Mile. Take 
Right onto Green Mtn. 
Turnpike. We’re the first 
house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup
Member VMSMA

Jerry Farnum, Agent
802-885-2939
jerry.farnum.e1ar@statefarm.com
13 Clinton St. Springfield, VT

Thank you for your loyalty. We appreciate you. 

HOME & AUTO INSURANCEHOME & AUTO INSURANCE

228-2280
160 Main Street, Ludlow • www.BlueSkyVT.com

Jewelry • Pottery • Candles • G i f ts

Where Books Find Readers!
Lamere Square, Ludlow, Vt.

802-228-3238   www.thebooknookvt.com

SARAH E. VAIL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

136 Main Street, P.O. BOx 4
CheSter, VerMOnt 05143
telePhOne: 802.875.3434
Fax: 802.875.3405
eMail: SVail@VerMOntel.net

Ryleigh Thayer and Blake Bachinski.
PHOTO BY MARIE LAPLANTE

Paige Austin and Owen Lawler.
PHOTO BY MARIE LAPLANTE

MaKaila Gallow and Niko Sanville.
PHOTO BY MARIE LAPLANTE

McKenzie Bachinski and Sophia Lihatsh. 
PHOTO BY MARIE LAPLANTE

the last dance
              SENIOR STYLE

Friday, May 1, at 7 p.m.
~ and ~

Saturday, May 2, at 7 p.m.

Riverside Middle School, Springfi eld

Ticket proceeds support 
three Scholarships and 
the All 4 One Program

(802) 875-5555 
60 Main St, Chester, VT

(802) 228-8662 
224 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

(802) 387-2234
2536 US-5, Putney, VT

(802) 463-3895
809 Rockingham Rd, Bellows Falls, VT
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herricks cove festival

BUSINESS HOURS:
Closed Tuesdays

Mon, Wed, Thur: 11:30 am - 9:00 pm
Friday & Saturday: 11:30 am - 9:30 pm

Sun: 12 Noon - 9:00 pm

SCHEDULED PRO-
GRAMS AND WALKS:
7 a.m. – Walk: Herricks 

Cove Bird Walk with Ken 
Cox, Ascutney Mountain 
Audubon Society
9:30 a.m. – Gate to Festival 

Venue Opens
10 a.m. – Program and 

Walk: Checking the Turtle 
Traps with Jim Andrews
10:30 a.m. – Walk: Bird 

Walk for Kids with Holly 
Henderson, naturalist, out-

door program leader, Up-
per Valley Land Trust
10:45 a.m. – Walk: “All 

About Trees” with Lynn 
Levine
11 a.m. – Program: “Rap-

tors Up Close” at Vermont 
Institute of Natural Science
11:45 a.m. – Demonstra-

tion: Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Canine Unit
12:30 p.m. – Program: 

Lindsay and Her Puppet 
Pals

12:30 p.m. – Walk: Bird 
Walk for Beginners with 
Holly Henderson, natural-
ist, outdoor program lead-
er, Upper Valley Land Trust 
1 p.m. – Walk: “Fish Grow 

on Trees” with Courtney 
Buckley, Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife
1 p.m. – Walk: Bug Walk 

with Michael Sabourin, 
Vermont Entomological 
Society
1:30 p.m. – Program and 

Walk: Checking the Turtle 
Traps with Jim Andrews
2:15 p.m. – Program: “Live 

Animals Up Close” at Ver-
mont Museum of Natural 
History
2:45 p.m. – Walk: “Inva-

sives of Land and Water” 
with Lizzy Gallagher
4 p.m. – Exhibits Close 

and Festival Ends

LIVE MUSIC IN THE 
HERRICKS COVE 

WILDLIFE FESTIVAL 
FOOD COURT:
9:30-11:30 a.m. – String-

field Springers (Old Timey 
Bluegrass)
1-3 p.m. – Paulin Lukom-

bo, Roots Sounds Produc-
tions (African Rhythms)

ONGOING DEMON-
STRATIONS AND AC-
TIVITIES THROUGH-
OUT THE DAY: 
  Troy Wunderle’s Big Top 

Circus, kids’ crafts, face 
painting, bat masks, T-shirt 
painting, bird bingo scav-
enger hunt, story walk, Let’s 
Go Fishing, fish migration 
obstacle course, bug hotel, 
Vermont Museum of Natu-
ral History live animals, 
VINS raptor meet and 
greet, astronomy, Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife canine 
unit, HB Solar Energy, and 
many exhibitors and ven-
dors.

Celebrating southern Vermont’s natural beauty since 2000
SUNDAY, MAY 3

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
802-463-3187  •  www.riversidedentistrybf.com

192 ROCKINGHAM STREET
BELLOWS FALLS, VT
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herricks cove festival

Vintage Clothing 
& Styling

57 The Square
Bellows Falls, VT

802-380-1629

Social Media
@anastasiastarcloset

Pizza, Calzones, Subs, Burgers, Wings
Salads, Sides, Ice Cream 7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, VT 05158

802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business
Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles “We Offer Value”

91 Paper Mill Rd
PO Box 755
Bellows Falls, VT 05101
802-463-3122  FAX 463-2550

Family Owned & Operated
Providing Quality Service

Over 40 Years
www.jamesfuels.com
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802-722-4200
6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158

Open Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:00, Closed Weekends

AUTO REPAIRS
AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION

802-376-4050  |  www.lesliestavern.com
660 Rockingham Road, Bellow Falls, VT

A Unique Vermont Dining Experience

(802) 263-5404
248 Stoughton Pond Rd.
Perkinsville, VT 05151

sales@vermontsoapstone.com
www.vermontsoapstone.com

WALPOLE WALPOLE 
VALLEY TIREVALLEY TIRE
Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon

Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

(802) 875-5555 
60 Main St, Chester, VT

(802) 228-8662 
224 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

(802) 387-2234
2536 US-5, Putney, VT

(802) 463-3895
809 Rockingham Rd, Bellows Falls, VT

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – If 
you’re a wildlife enthusiast 
itching for spring, be sure to 
check out the Herricks Cove 
Wildlife Festival on Sunday, 
May 3, at beautiful Herricks 
Cove on the Connecticut 
River in Rockingham, Vt.
  The festival is presented 

by the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department, As-
cutney Mountain Audubon 
Society (AMAS), and Great 
River Hydro, in partnership 
with the Vermont Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Conservation and Audubon 
Vermont.

  This event is also part of 
the Greater Falls Regional 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
2026 Regional Festival Se-
ries, made possible through 
the generous support of 
regional sponsors. Lead 
support is provided by 
Headwaters Partner Next 
Stage Arts, with additional 
support from Green Moun-
tain Stewards Great River 
Hydro, Best Septic Service, 
and Savings Bank of Wal-
pole; Heritage Guardians 
Chroma Technologies and 
WCFR Radio; and Commu-
nity Roots Sponsors FACT 

TV and Oak Meadow Pub-
lishing.
  This is a family-friendly 

festival with an emphasis 
on the wildlife and natural 
resources of Vermont. The 
festival will feature live ani-
mals, nature-focused walks, 
kids’ activities, presenta-
tions by environmental and 
nature organizations, and 
demonstrations, includ-
ing the return of Vermont 
game warden canine units. 
There will be food offered 
by a variety of local ven-
dors, as well as wildlife art, 
craft, book, and gift vendors 

throughout the day.
  “The Herricks Cove 

Wildlife Festival gives par-
ticipants a chance to learn 
about and experience our 
native fish and wildlife and 
the importance of conserv-
ing their habitats so future 
generations can appreciate 
them as well,” said Court-
ney Buckley, a state fisheries 
biologist with Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife.
  “This festival is a wonder-

ful example of how our re-
gional festival series brings 
people together – connect-
ing residents and visitors 

with our natural assets, lo-
cal businesses, and each 
other,” said Aimee Par-
nell, executive director of 
the Greater Falls Regional 
Chamber of Commerce. 
“Events like Herricks Cove 
create meaningful oppor-
tunities for connection 
while also supporting local 
vendors, driving visitation, 
and contributing to the eco-
nomic vitality of our region 
throughout the 2026 festival 
season.”
  Gates open at 9:30 a.m., 

and activities are scheduled 
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., rain 

or shine, with a morning 
bird walk at 7 a.m. The sug-
gested donation is discount-
ed for families and can be 
paid by cash or check made 
payable to AMAS, but no 
one is turned away for lack 
of funds. Pets are not al-
lowed.
  Visit the festival website, 

www.amasvt.org/herricks-
cove-wildlife-festival, for 
updates, information, and a 
full list of sponsors.
  Herricks Cove is located 

just off Vermont Route 5, 
less than three miles north 
of Bellows Falls.

Join the Herricks Cove Wildlife Festival on May 3

VINS Nature Center. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

Vermont Museum of Natural History 2025 table.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department booth.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Windham County Natural Resources Conservation.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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spring home & garden

Complete Site Work · Foundations · Septic Systems · Drainage
Driveway Construction & Maintenance · Asphalt Milling
Gravel · Sand · Topsoil · Field Mowing · Brush Mulching

Palmer H. Goodrich II · Chester, VT 05143 · 802-875-2819

Reliable - Quiet - Best-Quality
Green Bee Lawn & Garden

• Organic Lawncare Services
• Expert Fence Installations
• Light Excavation Work                                                         
• Driveway Repair   
• Drainage Work    
• Fully Insured 
• Serving Chester and 
   nearby towns 

(802) 289-1968  
greenbeelawns@gmail.com

Get a free estimate today!

SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS

NORTH COUNTRY
METAL ROOFING

(603) 558-4338
CHARLESTOWN, NH

FREE QUOTES

5 OR 6” 
GUTTERS 

LEAF GUARDS

Jerry Farnum, Agent
802-885-2939
jerry.farnum.e1ar@statefarm.com
13 Clinton St. Springfield, VT

Thank you for your loyalty. We appreciate you. 

HOME & AUTO INSURANCEHOME & AUTO INSURANCE

GREENHOUSE AND NURSERY

Landscaping ~ Trees & Shrubs ~ Flowers

603-543-0384
logcabinnurserynh.com

653 Main Street, Claremont, NH 03743
Lee & Sandy Stevens

CHARLIE RECORD
802-875-3702        recordconcrete@yahoo.com

Services April 1 - December 1

• Slabs
• Foundations
• Floors

PO BOX 574
25 TOWN FARM ROAD

CHESTER, VT 05143

RECORD CONCRETE INC.
QUALITY WORK SINCE 1971

Zajac HVAC LLC
Service & Installation

Dale Zajac
Owner

603-803-2358
zajacshvac@gmail.com
Westmoreland, NH

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. • Charlestown, NH 03603

Tel: 603-826-3251 • Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

GARDEN SUPPLIES, INSULATION, METAL ROOFING, 
DOORS & WINDOWS, TREX DECKING IN STOCK 

HELP WANTED 
Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out

LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN

Store Open Daily
Beaver Pond Farm

1047 John Stark Hwy, 
Newport, NH
603-543-1107 

Find us on 
Facebook & Instagram

Our own grass fed 
beef, maple syrup, 

pies, jams

Local honey, 
meats, milk, cheese

Spring veggies 
soon!

SPRING IS COMING, BOOK EARLY FOR YOUR 
PUMPING & PORTABLE TOILET NEEDS 

BEFORE YOUR SUMMER BBQ

BEST
SEPTIC SERVICE

 COMPLETE SEPTIC SYSTEM MANAGEMENT 
        It’s Tough to Beat the Best

Tank Locating - Pumping - Inspections
Repairs - Jetting - Snaking

Portable Toilets - Handwashing Stations
Restaurant Grease Traps

802-463-9444
Westminster, VT • www.bestsepticvt.net

54 Grain Store Road, Chester, VT
802-875-2333

Soils & Mulches • Garden Seeds & Starting Supplies 
Fertilizers • Pest Control Supplies • Hand Tools
Fencing & Gates • Grain & Feed • Pet Supplies

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

15 Barker St.
Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479
Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

ANDOVER, Vt. – Green 
Up Day, the yearly state-
wide effort to clean up 
trash from the roadsides, 
will be held on Saturday, 
May 2. In Andover, the 
plan is to clean up the 
roadsides and freshen the 
cemeteries. A potluck pic-
nic lunch will follow at 
around noon. Hot dogs 
and chips will be provided, 
and participants are asked 
to bring a side dish or des-
sert if possible. This is a 
great way for volunteers to 

meet new neighbors and 
to help the community.
  Green Up bags can 

be obtained on May 2, 
at 9 a.m., at the Ando-
ver Town Hall, or from 
the town office now. If 
volunteers would like 
to select a road or cem-
etery in advance, they 
can contact Deb Moser 
at dmoser6468@gmail.
com. Otherwise, as-
signments will be made 
when volunteers pick up 
their bags on May 2.

Andover Green 
Up Day, picnic SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –

Green Up Day will take 
place on Saturday, May 2, 
continuing Springfield’s 
longstanding tradition of 
community-driven envi-
ronmental stewardship. 
Now in its 55th year, 
this annual event brings 
together hundreds of 
volunteers dedicated to 
cleaning roadside litter, 
protecting natural re-
sources, and preserving 
the beauty of local water-
ways, including culverts 
and the Black River.
  Each year, more than 

600 volunteers contrib-
ute over 200 hours of 

service, collecting upwards 
of 600 bags of trash and re-
moving tons of waste from 
the community. The effort 
is coordinated locally by the 
Springfield Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce in part-
nership with the nonprofit 
Green Up Vermont.
  Participants may pick 

up official green bags in 
advance at the Springfield 
Regional Chamber of Com-
merce office, 56 Main Street 
in Springfield. Day-of dis-
tribution will also be avail-
able beginning at 8:30 a.m., 
in the Springfield Food Co-
op parking lot. The Town 
of Springfield Highway De-

partment will collect filled 
official green bags in the 
days following the event.
  Volunteers are encour-

aged to exercise caution 
while cleaning, particularly 
when encountering sharp 
objects such as needles. 
These items should be 
placed in rigid plastic con-
tainers for safe disposal.
  Green Up Day in Spring-

field is more than just a 
cleanup; it’s a celebration 
of community spirit. This 
year’s event will feature 
a free hot dog cookout 
sponsored by Springfield 
Project Action; mulching 
and planting bed cleanup 

in Main Street parks, sup-
ported by Springfield on the 
Move and the Springfield 
Garden Club; and a special 
visit from the Springfield 
Humane Society, which 
will bring along some furry 
companions for attendees 
to enjoy.
  Community members of 

all ages are encouraged to 
participate and take pride in 
keeping Springfield clean, 
safe, and beautiful. For 
more information or to get 
involved, please contact the 
Springfield Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce at info@
springfieldvt.com or 802-
885-2779.

Springfield Green Up Day

YOUR ONE STOP 
BUILDING &

MODERNIZING
CENTER

LAMBERT
SUPPLY CO. INC.

409 Main Street  •  603-542-5111
CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743

FIBER INSULATION  •  ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM
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spring home & garden

Beautiful  ShowroomsBeautiful  Showrooms

WINDOWS - DOORS - DECKS - FENCING - MILLWORK
AND SO MUCH MORE

182 Pleasant St. | Ludlow, VT | (802) 228-4665

153 Pleasant St. | Claremont, NH | (603) 543-0123

40 Meadow Access Ln | Walpole, NH | (603) 445-5544

Come visit our

Scott Lutinski | scottl@lavalleys.com

For The Best Home Improvement Value! 

By efficiently harnessing 
renewable wood energy, 

it can substantially 
reduce, or completely 
replace the need for 
expensive fossil fuel 
heating sources like 

electric, propane, and 
oil. This translates 
into SIGNIFICANT 

LONG-TERM SAVINGS, 
making it a cost-

effective investment for 
homeowners. 

New England Outdoor Furnaces
877 John Stark Highway

Newport, NH 03773
newenglandoutdoorfurnaces.com

603-863-8818

Come visit us in our 
new showroom!

Now selling Kuma and 
Pacific Energy stoves

• OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK •
802-722-3395 • allenbrothersfarms.com

Rt. 12 No. to Rt. 5 or Exit 5 o�  I-91 • Westminster, VT

Fruit Trees, Veggie Starts, Pansies, Tulips, Hanging BasketsFruit Trees, Veggie Starts, Pansies, Tulips, Hanging Baskets
We grow everything from A-Z!We grow everything from A-Z!

Garden Center & Nursery, Deli & Bakery, Craft Beer, Garden Center & Nursery, Deli & Bakery, Craft Beer, 
and an Old Fashioned Ice Cream Stand. Irving Gas & Diesel.and an Old Fashioned Ice Cream Stand. Irving Gas & Diesel.

Time to Start Your Garden!Time to Start Your Garden!

General Contracting

 Construction 

Excavating

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT

www.barrsbuilders.com

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

REGION – For almost 
35 years, HB Energy Solu-
tions has been committed 
to serving and strengthen-
ing the communities we 
call home. We provide de-
pendable oil and propane 
products, along with expert 
maintenance services that 
keep heating systems run-
ning safely and efficiently 
year-round.
  As energy needs evolve, 

we continue to expand the 
ways we support our cus-
tomers. Our technicians 
install and maintain high-
quality heat pumps that 
keep homes cool in the 
summer and warm in the 
winter. We’re also partner-
ing with Green Mountain 
Power to bring whole-
home battery backup sys-
tems to local families, of-
fering added security and 
energy independence dur-
ing outages. Many times, 
we are able to connect our 
customers with available 
rebates or incentives which 
help keep projects more af-
fordable.
  For those looking to in-

vest in renewable energy, 
our team designs, installs, 
and maintains both roof-
mounted and ground-
mounted solar electric 
systems, as well as reliable 
backup generators. With 
decades of combined expe-
rience across our electrical, 
plumbing, and HVAC de-
partments, we’re equipped 
to handle residential and 
commercial projects.
  We’re currently offering 

our annual fuel prebuy and 
budget fuel plans, helping 
customers to better manage 
fluctuating and unpredict-
able heating costs with con-
fidence. It is also that time 
of year when people call 
us to schedule having their 
septic system pumped. And 

soon, we’ll be launching 
our 2026-2027 service 
plan packages to make 
system maintenance eas-
ier and more affordable.
  Through every season 

and every service, our 
focus remains the same: 
delivering trusted energy 
solutions with expertise, 
integrity, and a genuine 
investment in the com-
munities we proudly 
serve. Feel free to give us 
a call at 802-885-2300 or 
connect with us through 
our email, info@hben-
ergy.com.

HB Energy 
Solutions offers 
quality services 
and systems

GRAFTON, Vt. – The 
Nature Museum in Graf-
ton is looking for volun-
teers to help plant native 
perennials, trees, and 
shrubs in their new gar-
dens on Saturday, May 
2, and Saturday, May 30, 
from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Volunteers will have the 
opportunity to learn 
about habitat restora-
tion, native plant garden-
ing, and climate-forward 
stewardship while cocre-
ating a space for people 
and pollinators to enjoy 
for years to come.
  Light refreshments 

will be provided, as well as 
gloves, tools, and guidance 
by our team of knowledge-
able staff and board mem-
bers. All the plants are 
regionally sourced or will 
be transplanted from the 
museum’s holding beds. 
Students can receive com-
munity service hours, and 
school or business groups 
are welcome.
  Registration is encour-

aged but not required. More 
information is available at 
The Nature Museum’s web-
site, www.nature-museum.
org/events-calendar, or by 
calling 802-843-2111.

Nature Museum 
seeks planters

REGION – Gardeners 
know that healthy soils 
lead to healthy plants. A 
soil test is a great start to 
ensure our soils have what 
they need for optimal 
plant growth and devel-
opment.
  Soil pH is the measure 

of how acidic or alkaline 
your garden soils are. It 
is reported on a scale of 
0-14, where 0 is low or the 
most acidic (the equiva-
lent to battery acid) and 
14 is high or the most al-
kaline (equivalent to lye). 
A soil pH of 7 is consid-
ered neutral.
  Knowing your soil’s 

pH is critical, because it 
can have a profound ef-
fect on the availability of 
nutrients already in your 
garden. Many plants will 
adequately grow in soils 
with a pH of 6-7.5. How-
ever, the ideal pH for most 
vegetable and berry crops 
is between 6.5 and 6.8. 

The exceptions are plants 
like blueberries and rhodo-
dendrons that prefer more 
acidic soils with a soil pH 
around 4.5-5.5.
  While soil test results can 

also reveal the levels of nu-
trients like phosphorus and 
potassium in your soils, it is 
soil pH that determines how 
much of those nutrients are 
available to your plants.
  The sweet spot becomes 

a soil pH range where the 
majority of nutrients are 
optimally available to meet 
the nutritional needs of your 
garden plants. Our challenge 
as gardeners is to adjust soil 
pH to land in that optimal 
range of 6.5-6.8.
  Since most Vermont soils 

are naturally acidic or be-
come more acidic over time, 
we need to raise pH in many 
gardens. This is accom-
plished with the addition 
of lime. UVM Extension 
vegetable and berry special-
ist Vern Grubinger recom-
mends using dolomitic lime 
when magnesium levels are 
low, or high-calcium lime 
when magnesium levels are 
high. It is important to only 
apply the amount of lime 

recommended in your soil 
test report. Too much lime 
can raise the soil pH exces-
sively, leading to soils that are 
too alkaline. Often, recom-
mendations include smaller 
amounts a couple of times, 
typically once in the spring 
and once in the fall. Wood 
ash can be used as an alter-
native to lime. Note that ash 
from treated wood should 
never be used in the garden.
  If your soil test results sug-

gest that soil pH is too high 
or alkaline, the addition of 

elemental sulfur is recom-
mended. Be sure to follow 
the recommendations to 
avoid over-application. 
  Contact the UVM Ex-

tension Master Gardener 
Helpline at go.uvm.edu/
gardenhelpline if you need 
assistance with your soil test 
results. If you carefully fol-
low the recommendations, 
your soil pH will land in the 
sweet spot your plants will 
love.

  Written by Debra Heleba.

Garden health and soil pH
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OPEN HOUSE MAY 2ND, 10-3

Free Dirt Day on May 2
Bring your Planters, buy $20 worth of plants, and we’ll fi ll your 

Planters for free with our compost potting soil mix
Bring your Planters, buy $20 worth of plants, and we’ll fi ll your 

15 Baltimore Rd, North Springfi eld • (207) 512-0503
Open Tuesday – Saturday, from 10 am – 5 pm

Heat and cool your space, all with one system.

LIMITED TIME

Heat pump rebates
efficiencyvermont.com 

(888) 921-5990

*Subject to availability and eligibility.

Use your phone’s camera 
to scan the QR code below.

$375 to $2,200 off*

ducted and ductless heat pumps

• Alternative to traditional AC that will 
also heat your home all winter long

• Qualifies for 0% interest financing

• Can be used in combination with your 
existing heating system

• Control your ductless heat pump and 
central heating system by installing a 
qualifying integrated control, and get 
an additional $600 back

Funding is made possible by your electric utility 
and Efficiency Vermont. You may also be eligible 
for an income-based bonus and utility rebates.
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