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Food and family come first at Nonno’s Cucina

BY PAULA BENSON

The Vermont Journal

LUDLOW, Vt. — The Ital-
ian word for grandfather is
“nonno.” “Cucina’ is Italian
for kitchen, but the word
holds meaning beyond be-
ing just a place to cook. In
Italy, the kitchen is the heart
of a home, a place for family
to spend time together shar-
ing meals, stories, and love.

When Mark and Jim
Etheridge hung the sign for
Nonno's Cucina at the front
door of 47 Depot Street in
Ludlow, opening during a
snowstorm in January, the
community showed up,
eager for some authentic
Italian family recipes. The
brothers did not disappoint.

Serving New York-style
pizza, calzones, 16-inch
grinders, pasta, and sweet
treats like cannoli and Ital-
ian pastries, Nonnos Cuci-
na uses selectively chosen,
fresh ingredients, and their
bread and pizza dough are

made in house.

Mark, Nonno's chef and
the creative wizard behind
the menu and kitchen op-
erations, said, “We focus
on the food, the freshness,
[and] the quality. Most ev-
erything is scratch, like our
pizza dough [and] meat-
balls - all of those things are
made daily”

Mark and Jim’s grand-
parents emigrated to the
US. from Italy. The origi-
nal meatball recipe came
from their grandmother,
and Mark said hers were the
best. “Second best was our
mother’s,” he added.

While most recipes have
been passed down through
the family, the pizza is
MarKs creation. “The piz-
za is me;” Mark stated. “It
took me probably six years
to get that pizza to where
it is today” The result: an
award-winning recipe for a
deliciously crispy, thin crust,
New York-style pie. Some of
the special ingredients are
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Special slice options for Pizza Mark Mondays.
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super-secret and somewhat
difficult to source, say the
brothers, but for now they
have that figured out.
Growing up in Barrington,
R.L, the brothers worked in
pizza places as young teens
washing dishes and bussing
tables. Mark said when he
was barely 15, he went to the
restaurant owner and gave
him an offer. “I will work
for free if you teach me how
to cook in the kitchen” His
proposal was accepted, and
he stayed on for several
years, eventually earning a
salary and honing his skills.

The cotillion continues under

BY SHAWNTAE WEBB

The Vermont Journal

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The
longstanding tradition of
the cotillion continues! The
competition of dance and
etiquette, historically held
by Springfield Hospital, is
now under the direction of
Joey Claflin, who runs her
own in-home child care
center, Happy Feet, and co-
owns JC’s Market and Deli
with her husband, John.
Claflin reported that she
appreciates help from her
husband, behind the scenes
assistance from Tammy
Stagner, and continued sup-
port from photographer
Marie Laplante.

When Claflin learned that

Ludlow approves grant bid

BY NICK GIBERTI

The Vlermont Journal

LUDLOW, Vt. — The first
meeting of the Ludlow Se-
lectboard since  March’s
Town Meeting was held on
Monday, April 6, and served
as the boards annual reor-
ganizational meeting. Brett
Sanderson was once again
appointed board chair, and
Justin Hyjek vice chair. Meet-
ings will continue to be held
on the first Monday of every
month, at 6 p.m., in the Lud-
low Town Hall auditorium,
with the third Monday re-
served as the alternate date.

The board then appointed
nonelected town officials,
a process which is often
largely a formality. However,
when it came time to appoint
members to the planning
commission, on which there
were two four-year terms up
for reappointment as well as
the remainder of a term end-
ing in 2028 vacated by Ryan
Silvestri, it became clear that
there were more applicants
than available positions on
the commission.

Scott Baitz initially sug-
gested reappointing incum-
bents Jean Strong and Judy
Pullinen to these positions,
though, when a motion to
this effect was presented, it
was met with pushback from
some residents present at
the meeting. Resident Alan
Couch requested that the

the hospital was discontinu-
ing the Apple Blossom Co-
tillion, she didn’t miss a beat
in picking up where they left
off. “I wanted to keep it go-
ing,” she said happily. She
volunteered for the event for
four years, when her kids
were young and partici-
pating as little contestants.
Now, she has high school
seniors working in her store,
and a daughter who is a se-
nior, and didn't want to see
the tradition go.
Claflin admitted there is
a lot of commitment to the
event, but, though she and
her husband are both work-
ing two full-time jobs, she is
excited to continue.
Playfully called “The
Last Dance...Senior Style,

board consider each position
individually and consider all
potential applicants. Resi-
dent Eric Alden concurred,
telling the board, “The worst
thing you can say or do is
‘that’s the way we've always
done it”

“Id ask that you consider
what is really going to make
the board work best for the
town,” Alden continued.

Taking this feedback into
consideration, the board
rejected the motion to re-
appoint both incumbents.
Board member George
Tucker made a motion to
appoint two new members,
Matthew Bellatoni and Ed
DAttavio, in their places.
Hyjek, however, felt that one
incumbent should likely re-
main for the sake of consis-
tency, and suggested keeping
Pullinen in place of Bellato-
ni. Tucker amended his mo-
tion as such, and the motion
passed. Noah Schmidt, who
serves on the selectboard,
was appointed to fill the re-
mainder of Silvestris term.

The board also addressed
bids for the $75,000 Better
Connections grant the town
was awarded by the state.
According to the state web-
site, the Better Connections
program “provides munici-
palities the opportunity to
engage in master planning
efforts that evaluate multi-
modal transportation op-
tions, community devel-

Claflin says the event is the
seniors last hurrah before
graduation, a new Spring-
field tradition. The theme
is “The Mix Up,” incorpo-
rating multiple genres of
music. Though Claflin likes
a good theme, she couldn’t
settle on just one, so there’s a
little R&B, hip-hop, contem-
porary, and country. There
will be some line dancing,
and there’s some comedy to
it, Claflin added. There is
sure to be a performance to
please everyone in the audi-
ence.

The Last Dance will be
held customarily on Fri-
day, May 1, and Saturday,
May 2, at Riverside Middle
School, at 7 p.m. both eve-
nings. There are seven se-

Rhode Island’s pizza is tra-
ditionally a Greek-style pan
pizza, but Mark wanted to
introduce a different meth-
od, which became popular
locally. Other menu items
come straight out of Rhode
Island too, like Nonno’s Fa-
mous Pizza Chips, crispy,
bite-sized mini-pizza snacks
that sell out every day.

A regionally specific type
of hot dog called a “New
York System Wiener” is a
menu highlight and has
prompted customers to ask,
“Are you guys from Rhode
Island?”

VermonJu rnal

The recipe originated in
Providence, and has likely
never been served within
the Ludlow, Vt., restaurant
scene. A mix of quality veal,
pork, and beef, the hot dog
is cooked on a flat griddle,
served in a steamed, but-
tery bun with mustard, and
topped with a kicky meat
sauce, chopped onions, and
celery salt. “That’s consid-
ered ‘the works,” said Jim.
Customers are welcome to
try any combination.

In Rhode Island, Mark and
Jim were active members of
their community, working
with local Little Leagues and
soccer organizations to offer
discount pizzas dropped off
at the field right after games,
and they are bringing that
spirit with them to Vermont.

“It’s been great,” said Jim.
“The people are awesome
in this town...and the sur-
rounding towns”

Jim is a 29-year retired
Army veteran, and the res-
taurant offers a discount to

new direction ——

nior couples participating
this year, from Claremont
and Springfield, and 11 little
contestant couples. On Fri-
day, they will name a Miss
Congeniality and Mister
Congeniality, and Most
Improved. On Saturday, a
queen and her court will be
announced.

The proceeds from ticket
sales will go directly back
to some of those compet-
ing. The queen and two
members of her court will
be awarded scholarships to
use for higher education as
they choose, such as college,
trade school, or textbooks.
Other funds will benefit the
All-4-One after-school and
summer program, in which
many of the contestants are

enrolled.
Claflin said some of the
leftover  proceeds could

even be used to help cut
costs, and be put back into
the event next year for deco-
rations and props, confirm-
ing, “1,000%,” she plans to
continue the beloved tradi-
tion.

Tickets are discounted
for seniors and students,
and can be prepurchased
at  www.clover.com/pay-
widgets/ee0d7682-91a4-
4863-9fdb-ca99e688d549
for students or www.
clover.com/pay-widgets/
d8df5ad4-f524-4ae2-b9c8-
td33add91bf0 for all others.
You can also purchase tick-
ets at the door for the May 1
and 2 shows.

opment, and water quality
improvements” Ludlow’s re-
quest for proposal outlines
its goals for the grant-funded
project as follows: “(1) De-
velop a comprehensive park-
ing and access management
strategy to improve safety
and support businesses. (2)
Foster equitable, walkable,
and transit-friendly infra-
structure through complete
streets initiatives. (3) Iden-
tify redevelopment and infill
opportunities that expand
housing and economic op-
tions. (4) Integrate resilience,
wayfinding, and placemak-
ing into long-term planning?”

Town Manager Penny Wu
informed the board that the
town had received 11 bids,
and that a committee made
up of herself, Planning and
Zoning Director Erin Ladd,
Mount Ascutney Regional
Commission representative
Otis  Ellms-Munroe, and
Grants Coordinator Cherry
Nicoll had reviewed and
ranked each bid. The com-
mittee selected a bid sub-
mitted by SE Group in the
amount of $74,945. The ma-
jority of the bids were within
this same price range, apart
from one lower and one
higher bid, but Wu said
that what made SE Group
stand out was their experi-
ence working with ski resort
towns, such as Brecken-
ridge, Colo., and Lake Plac-
id, N.Y. In particular, Wu

said she appreciated that SE
Group’s bid was the only one
in which the work was slated
to be completed prior to the
beginning of the ski season,
when traffic in Ludlow in-
creases substantially. Other
bids, Wu said, had work
continuing into December
and, in some cases, Janu-
ary, which would be disrup-
tive to the town’s roads and
traffic patterns during the
highest-traffic portion of
the year. Ladd also informed
the board that SE Group has
worked with the Town of
Chester on their own Better
Connections grant, as well
as on a housing feasibility
study. The board approved
the committee’s recommen-

dation, awarding the project
to SE Group.

Finally, Wu informed the
board that the town and vil-
lage merger packet has been
delivered to Montpelier, and
that “there is hope that we
can get this passed this leg-
islative session.” If that hap-
pens, the merger will take
effect on July 1, 2027. It had
been previously speculated
that the merger would not be
approved by the legislature
until the 2027 session, mean-
ing it would not take effect
until 2028.

The Ludlow Selectboard
will next meet on Monday,
May 4, at 6:30 p.m,, in the
Ludlow Town Hall audito-
rium.

Puzzle page winner

Congratulations to Gary Lescord, of Bellows Falls,
for winning our puzzle page contest drawing! Gary
has selected the $75 gift certificate to Joy Wah. Look
out for our next puzzle page contest in our May 6 pa-
per for your next chance to win.
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vets, as well as police and
fire department personnel.

Jim was the first to hear
about the restaurant for sale
in Ludlow, and he called
Mark with an idea. It was
not long after that the broth-
ers moved with their fami-
lies to the Green Mountain
State and opened Nonnos
Cucina.

Just three months in,
Mark and Jim are already
planning to grow the busi-
ness. They want to expand
their catering services and
potentially purchase a food
truck. Jim said eventually he
would like to be able to offer
their freshly baked bread to
other restaurants, and one
day move Nonnos to an-
other location while keep-
ing the spot on Depot Street
open as a bakery.

Mark added, “We are al-
ways looking [to hire peo-
ple], and I'm willing to train
from the ground up. I think

See NONNO'’S on Page 2
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Buttermilk Falls high-angle rope rescue operation —

LUDLOW, Vt. - One per-
son was successfully res-
cued Saturday afternoon
following a fall at Butter-
milk Falls using high-angle
rope rescue equipment and
personnel with specialized
technical rescue training.

On April 18, at approxi-
mately 3:11 p.m., the Lud-
low Ambulance Service and
Ludlow Fire Department
were dispatched to Butter-
milk Falls for a report of an
injured subject with a pos-
sible dislocated shoulder.
The patient’s exact location
was initially unknown but
was reported to be on the

side of the river and not in
the water. Due to Ludlow
Ambulance’s on-duty crew
being committed to anoth-
er emergency, the Spring-
field Fire Department was
requested to the scene with
an ambulance at the para-
medic level.

Ludlow Fire personnel
arrived at 3:31 p.m. and
located an adult male who
had fallen down the rocks
and landed on a boulder in
the lower falls. Due to the
patient’s location and ter-
rain hazards, Chester Fire
Department was requested
to assist with rope-rescue

operations, and to provide
additional resources in case
swift-water rescue capabili-
ties became necessary.
Working in coordination
with  Springfields medi-
cal crew and utilizing rope
rescue equipment, Ludlow
personnel accessed, stabi-
lized, and prepared the pa-
tient for removal from the
hazard area. Upon arrival,
Chester personnel assisted
directly with the technical
rescue operation. Due to
the extent of the injuries
and the terrain involved,
the patient was packaged in
a Stokes litter and vertically

WEST WINDSOR, Vi. - On Wednesday, April

ESBR students visit Lucy
Mackenzie Humane Society

Caleb Meagher in making toys for the cats.
8, students from the Expeditionary School at They, of course, enjoyed spending time with
Black River (ESBR) spent time at Lucy Mack-
enzie Humane Society, assisting manager

the furry felines.
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Indivisible’s May Day
celebration

CHESTER, Vt. - Join the
newly organized Two Riv-
ers Area Indivisible chapter
on the Chester Green as
it celebrates and supports
organized labor and work-
ing families on Friday, May
1. For much of the day we
will emphasize the positive
impacts workers bring to
our communities, as well as

honoring those who have
pledged to boycott work,
school, and big-box shop-
ping on May Day.
Continuing the May
Day tradition of highlight-
ing social justice issues
like women’s and workers’
rights, equitable medical
care for all, and the connec-
tion between strong unions

W

DIAMOND POINT WEALTH PARTNERS

Formerly Huntley Financial Services
Derek Karner

802-228-5774
www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately
owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are ind

ependent of Osaic Wealth,

and a strong democracy,
this year’s May Day will
also provide a wide range
of activities. In addi-
tion to music and food,
there will be a “knit-in”
for people who work
with yarn, games such as
cornhole, a Maypole, and
information about area
resources that support
workers’ and other social
justice issues.

Between now and May
1, you’ll notice a variety
of May Day-related re-
minders around town.
Feel free to invite oth-
ers to join us at the May
Day event, and to bring
your own pro-workers
and pro-social justice
signs and activities. For
more information, email
styeve35@gmail.com.

-3 It's Penny Sale Time

LUDLOW ROTARY CLUB’S
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raised to the trail. At ap-
proximately 5:07 p.m., the
patient had been removed
from the hazard area, car-
ried to the trailhead, and
transferred to Springfield
Ambulance for transport to
the hospital.

Ludlow Fire and Ambu-
lance personnel would like
to remind the public of the
hazards associated with the
rocks and edges in the But-
termilk Falls area. Slippery
surfaces, steep terrain, and
current water flow and tem-
peratures can quickly create
dangerous conditions. Visi-
tors are encouraged to wear

proper footwear, remain
aware of their surround-
ings, and let someone know
their plans when exploring
alone.

We would like to thank
Springfield Fire Depart-
ment and Chester Fire
Department for their as-
sistance and continued
professionalism during this
incident.

Through the efforts of
Okemo Valley Technical
Rescue, Ludlow Fire and
Ambulance, along with
partner agencies, contin-
ues to improve technical
rescue capabilities across

the region. Last week, 15
personnel from member
agencies completed swift-
water technician training,
and during the first week of
May an additional 15 per-
sonnel will complete rope
rescue operations training
as part of an ongoing initia-
tive to strengthen regional
emergency response capa-
bilities and improve public
safety.

For more information,
please contact Ludlow Fire
and Ambulance Depart-
ment Chief Ben Whalen at
bwhalen@ludlow.vt.us or
802-952-3942.

Londonderry Volunteer
Rescue Squad receives citation

LONDONDERRY,

Vt. - On March 26,
the  Harned-Fowler
VEW Post 647 of
Manchester presented
a Community Ser-
vice Citation to Lon-
donderry  Volunteer
Rescue Squad (LVRS).
Pete Cobb, president
of LVRS, accepted
the award from VFW
Committee Chairman
Steve Leach.

The final section
of the citation reads,
“We proudly honor
all of Londonderry
Volunteer Rescue
Squad for your out-
standing  lifesaving

= ) @
=%
/ N )
’
v ) @ |
) @D
» gt
»1'}‘

s

LVRS receives Community Service Citation.
PHOTO PROVIDED

contributions
and steadfast
dedication
to protecting
! and  serving
the emergency
needs of all
who call this
= area home”

= LVRS ap-
preciates this
award and
extends its
thanks to the
Harned-Fowl-
er VFW post.
For more
information,
visit www.lon-
donderryres-

cuevt.org.

Londonderry cemeteries to

open May 1

LONDONDERRY,
Vt. - The cemetery com-
mission of the Town of
Londonderry would like
the public to know that
the Londonderry cem-
eteries will open May 1.
Cleanup of the cemeteries
by the cemetery caretakers
begins shortly afterward.
To that end, please remove

all decorations that have
been added to the cemeteries
over the winter. Any winter
decoration items remain-
ing on cemetery plots will
be removed and discarded.
The cemetery commission
thanks everyone for their co-
operation in this matter.

As a reminder, plantings in
the cemetery are not allowed.

Also, if anyone is aware of a
veteran who is buried in one
of the Londonderry cemeter-
ies who does not have the
proper armed forces/veteran
marker and flag, please alert
the Londonderry Town Of-
fices by calling 802-824-3356
and the cemetery commis-
sion will see that that is rec-
tified.

Tech Time with Matt at Fletcher

Memorial Library

LUDLOW, Vt. - Fletch-
er Memorial Library will
host Tech Time with
Matt  Sydorowich, of
Sydscompufix, on Satur-
day, May 2, from 10:30
am. - 12:30 p.m. Sy-
dorowich will offer one-
on-one assistance with
your device, phone, or
computer. Please call the
library at 802-228-8921
to register.

Sydscompufix of-

fers computer repairs and
sales at its shop on Main
Street in Ludlow. “Thanks
to Matt for offering assis-
tance to Fletcher Memorial
Library and community
members,” comments li-
brarian Michelle Stinson.
“Many of our patrons need
just a bit of assistance with
their technology or a sim-
ple fix”

Fletcher Memorial Li-
brary is located at 88 Main
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Aqua-Aid Systems

WATER CONDITIONING & FILTRATION

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon, and arsenic
problems in the Windham and
Windsor Counties since 1984

e Water Conditioning
¢ Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

e [ron and Manganese Removal
e Radon & Arsenic Removal
e Systems Maintenance
e Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

Hellenbrand

What's In Your Water?2™

ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

800-252-8484

Street in Ludlow. Please
find more about the library
at www.fmlnews.org. This
program is free and open
to the public.

NONNO’S

From Page 1

it's important to get out
there that we are a viable
business that gives year-
round employment.”
Looking forward to
summer, the brothers are
ready to set up tables and
umbrellas outside, which
will double the restaurant’s
seating capacity from 12 to
24. Inside, there are three
large-screen televisions that
air a variety of sports pro-
gramming.

Nonnos does not serve
alcohol, but allows BYOB,
and customers are direct-
ed to the Wine & Cheese
Depot across the street or
Brewfest, the liquor store
on Main Street.

Mondays at Nonno’s are
“Pizza Mark Mondays,’
where Mark creates a vari-
ety of specialty pizzas and
serves large slices.

In case you were won-
dering, Nonno is Jim. As
grandfather to a 17-month-
old granddaughter, Jim ad-
mitted, “For whatever rea-
son, when she was born, I
was not ready to be called
grandpa. I thought, “‘Why
not Italian? Nonno sounds
cool”

Nonno’s Cucina is open
seven days per week: Sun-
day through Thursday,
from 11 am. - 9 p.m., and
Friday and Saturday, from
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
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Edgar May hosts
Kentucky Derby &

Casino Night

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
On Saturday, May 2, from
4-7:30 p.m., don your best
hat and join us at the Hart-
ness House for the 152nd
Kentucky Derby - the fast-
est two minutes in sport.
The Edgar May Health and
Recreation Center is host-
ing this Kentucky Derby &
Casino Night as a night of
social fundraising and com-
munity with derby- and
casino-inspired games for
entertainment. All proceeds
will support Edgar May’s
2026 Annual Campaign.

Prior to the Kentucky
Derby viewing, enjoy classic
casino favorites including
black jack, roulette, craps,
and a human slot machine.
Our casino games are for
entertainment only, and
there will be no cash gam-
bling involved. However,
50 tokens equal one derby
raffle ticket. Enter your der-
by raffle tickets toward the
horse you think will win the
race. Afterward, we'll select
our raffle winner from that
horse’s bag.

We will also host a Cal-

cutta auction, where guests
can bid on each of the 20
horses in the race. The per-
son who “owns” the win-
ning horse after the derby
will win half the Calcutta
pot. Or try your hand in
the Trifecta Box, where you
name the horses that will
take win, place, and show
for a chance to win half the
Trifecta pot.

The evening will also in-
clude a silent auction, cater-
ing by Brownsville Butcher
& Pantry, and a cash bar
provided by the Hartness
House. We invite guests to
come dressed in the spirit of
the evening with their best
Kentucky Derby hats or at-
tire. Prizes will be awarded
for Best Dressed and Best
Derby Hat.

Event tickets may be pur-
chased at www.edgarmay.
org/kentucky-derby, or at
the Edgar May Health and
Recreation  Center, 140
Clinton Street, Springfield,
Vt. With each ticket pur-
chase, guests will receive
one derby raffle ticket, 50
casino chips, and optional

free child care for ages
6-12 through Edgar May’s
Kids Night Out program,
taking place at our facil-
ity for the duration of the
event. A waiver for Kids
Night Out will be sent
out following your Ken-
tucky Derby ticket pur-
chase. During Kids Night
Out, your youth will en-
joy games and activities
on our fenced-in turf, as
well as a movie night in
the pool. Pizza and bev-
erages will be provided.

The Kentucky Derby
& Casino Night is made
possible with the sup-
port of our premiere Win
Sponsors, Lamb & Mc-
Naughton PC and Rick
Bibens; our Place Spon-
sors, Bibens Ace Hard-
ware and Lincoln Street
Inc.; and our Show Spon-
sors, Springtield Cadillac
GMC. Interested in spon-
soring this event? Go
to  www.edgarmay.org/
kentucky-derby or email
Christian at ccraig@ed-
garmay.org to learn more
and get involved.

Pentangle Arts announces
second annual Mudstock Gala

WOODSTOCK, Vt. -
After an incredibly snowy
winter, the spring and
“mud season” remind us
how hardy you need to
be to hold the title of Ver-
monter. We at Pentangle
Arts are celebrating the end
of the least celebrated sea-
son with our annual Mud-
stock event. Join us in say-
ing “goodbye” to the mud
and “hello” to the spring
buds on May 8.

Come and enjoy mud-
pies, mudslides, and min-
gling, with music by the
amazing BettySoo. Coming

all the way from Texas, Bet-
tySoo’s vocal prowess is a
thing of wonder - a world-
class instrument of deft
phrasing and purity, a voice
that knows when to hold
back and when to dive in.

The fun does not just end
there; we encourage goers
to wear their best “mud
chic” look to pair with a
seasonal hat or crown and
your most fabulous wellies
or mud boots. The most
unique boots and crowns
will be entered into a draw-
ing for a one-year free fam-
ily movie pass.

This fundraiser is to
support our amazing
summer season lineup
for Music by the River, a
series of free live music
shows in Woodstock, Vt.,
every Friday in July and
August. See full summer
season lineup at www.
pentanglearts.org/event-
details/music-by-the-
river-at-east-end-park-
fridays-july-3-august-21.

Reserve your tickets
today. This is for the en-
tire community, there-
fore, the event tickets are
pay what you will.

CCCD to host turtle workshops

WALPOLE, N.H. - The
Cheshire County Conser-
vation District (CCCD) is
pleased to announce the
next workshops in the de-
velopment of a regional
turtle conservation initia-
tive. Partners collaborating
on the effort are the New
Hampshire Association of
Conservation Commissions
(NHACC), the Harris Cen-
ter for Conservation Edu-
cation, the New Hampshire
Fish & Game Department,
the USDA Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service,
the New Hampshire De-
partment of Environmental
Services, and Moosewood
Ecological.

Of the 356 species of
turtles worldwide, approxi-
mately 61% are threatened
or already extinct. The
southwestern region of New
Hampshire, specifically
Cheshire County, is habi-
tat to a wide range of turtle
species, from stable popula-
tions to turtle populations at
risk. At-risk species include
the spotted turtle, the wood
turtle, and Blanding’s turtle.

Local turtle populations
are at risk in our region due
to loss of habitat from de-
velopment; mortalities from
road crossings; and climate-
related impacts on wetland
habitats, nesting sites, and
migratory corridors.

This exciting initiative
seeks to support research-
identified strategies for sup-
porting turtle populations
and by increasing turtle lit-
eracy throughout our region
and beyond.

The first workshop,
“Making Your Turtle Sight-
ings Count,” will be held on
Tuesday, May 12, from 5:30-
6:30 p.m., via Zoom. It’s al-
ways exciting to encounter
a turtle in the wild, but did
you know that it's also an
opportunity to contribute
to turtle conservation? Join
New Hampshire Fish &
Game turtle biologist Josh
Megysey and Harris Center
ecologist Nate Marchessault
to learn how you can turn
your turtle photos into data
that can be used for research
and conservation. Learn

more and register at www.
harriscenter.org/events/
making-your-turtle-sight-
ings-count.

The second workshop,
“Land Management Prac-
tices for New Hampshire

Turtles, will be held
Monday, June 8, from 3-5
p.m., at Reservoir Woods,
44 Reservoir Road in
Walpole, N.H. Join us for
a walking tour at Reser-
voir Woods, while learn-
ing about various turtle
habitat management
practices on the property,
how they support turtle
populations, and ways
to implement practices
on your property. Visit
www.cheshireconserva-
tion.org/event-details/
land-management-prac-
tices-for-new-hamp-
shire-turtles-a-turtle-
wildlife-workshop to
learn more or register.

For more information,
contact info@cheshire-
conservation.org or 603-
904-3011.
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Gallery at the Vault
Open Wall reception —

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
You are invited to a re-
ception at Gallery at the
Vault for our Open Wall
show, “A World of Color,
A World of Wonder,” on
Friday, April 24, from
4:30-6 p.m. Meet the art-
ists and hear their stories
about their art.

The Open Wall is for art-
ists who would like to get
their work out there for
the first time, as well as for
seasoned artists. We dis-
play the unique and varied
works of those who live in
this area. There is no jury
and there are no fees.

Gallery at the Vault is

located at 68 Main Street
in Springfield, and is open
Wednesday-Saturday, from
11 am. - 5 p.m. For more
information, call 802-885-
7111, email galleryvault@
vermontel.net, or visit www.
galleryvault.org, Instagram,
or Facebook. Gallery at the
Vault is accessible.

Springfield Community
Chorus spring concerts —

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
This spring, the Spring-
field Community Chorus
is singing two concerts:
the first on Saturday,
April 25, at 7 p.m., at
Immanuel Episcopal
Church, 20 Church Street
in Bellows Falls, Vt.; the
second on Sunday, April
26, at 3 p.m., at the First
Congregational Church,
77 Main Street in Spring-
field, Vt. Admission is
free, but donations are
appreciated.

This spring is full of
new music and new voic-

es for the chorus. Some new
songs include “More Waters
Rising,” a song that speaks
to the ecological and social
changes sweeping our world
today. It was written by Saro
Lynch-Thomason in 1986.
A tune newly adapted to
choral music by Jeffery L.
James is a traditional South
African song, “Tshosholo-
za? A choral adaptation
of the song “Make Them
Hear You,” from the musi-
cal “Ragtime;” was written
by Stephen Flaherty in 1996.
The concert ends with a
lively “Dies Irae” from a re-

quiem written by Michael
John Trotta published in
2020.

Not only is the concert full
of new music and new voic-
es, the chorus has a new di-
rector, Emma Erwin. Erwin
is a choral and instrument
conductor, clarinetist, and
vocalist based in Spring-
field, Vt. She holds a degree
in music education from
Keene State College, and
has experience teaching and
codirecting various choral
festivals. She is a wonderful
fit for our chorus as it moves
forward.

Singer-songwriter showcase at

Next Stage

PUTNEY, Vt. - Next
Stage Arts and Twilight
Music present a special
evening of contemporary
folk music on Saturday,
May 2, at 7:30 p.m., at
Next Stage Arts in Putney.
This  singer-songwriter
showcase brings together
four acclaimed artists —
Alice Howe, Freebo, Sam
Robbins, and Halley
Neal - for an intimate, in-
the-round performance
that highlights both indi-
vidual artistry and collab-
orative spirit.

In this unique, shared-
concert format, each per-
former will take turns
presenting original songs
while also joining one
another on stage, offering
audiences a dynamic and
spontaneous musical ex-
perience.

Freebo, a folk, rock,
and blues icon, is widely
known for his decade-
long tenure as bassist with
Bonnie Raitt. His distinc-
tive fretless bass has been
featured on recordings by
John Mayall; Ringo Starr;
Crosby, Stills & Nash; Ma-
ria Muldaur; Joe Walsh;
and Dr. John. A multi-
award-winning songwrit-
er, Freebo has appeared
on “Saturday Night Live,”
“The Muppet Show;” “The
Midnight Special,” and in
concert with The Legend-
ary Spinal Tap.

Howe, winner of Best
Female Artist at the In-
ternational Acoustic Mu-
sic Awards, captivates
listeners with the natural
beauty of her voice and

ANNUAL GARDEN PARTY

Saturday and Sunday,
April 25 & 26, 2026

Stone House Antique Center
557 VT Route 103 South, Chester, VT

Our booths will be filled with a fresh array
of inferesting antiques and collectibles
for the home and gardens. Our halls
will be filled with the sights and smells of
springtime in Vermont. We hope you'll
4 join us! Light refreshments will be offered.

Stone House Antique Center

OPEN HOUSE

10am - 5 pm

802-875-4477
shac@vermontel.net

Visit us on Facebook:

finely crafted songs. Her lat-
est album, “Circumstance;’
produced by Freebo and
recorded at the legendary
FAME Studios in Muscle
Shoals, Ala., showcases her
poetic lyricism and melodic
depth.

Robbins is an emerging
voice in contemporary folk -
an “old soul” troubadour
whose thoughtful song-
writing has earned national
attention. Touring widely
behind his 2025 album, “So
Much I Still Don't See;” Rob-
bins has been named one of
Atwood Magazine’s Artists
to Watch, appeared on “The
Voice,” and shared stages
with artists including Jason
Mraz and Liz Longley. He
has also performed at major
festivals, such as Kerrville,

Falcon Ridge, and Wheat-
land.

Neal, a Boston-based
singer-songwriter origi-
nally from Nashville, brings
award-winning vocals and
uplifting,  peace-centered
themes to her music. She has
received national recogni-
tion for her performances at
leading folk festivals, includ-
ing Kerrville Folk Festival,
Rocky Mountain Folks Fes-
tival, and the Telluride Blue-
grass Festival.

The concert begins at 7:30
p.m., with doors opening at
6:45 p.m., at Next Stage Arts,
15 Kimball Hill in Putney,
Vt. Tickets are discounted if
purchased in advance. Tick-
ets and more information
are available at www.next-
stagearts.org.

Shop & Save this Spring!

Restock & Recharge Weekends

Starting 4/25 - 4/26
Enjoy a FREE cup of coffee/tea/hot chocolate
while you shop SATs & SUNs!

Mud Season Reminder
We're closed TUES & WED
until further notice

Mother’s Day Special, 5/10
Check our website for BOGO & Bundle Deals

Everyday Savings: 10-20% Discounts
Veterans ¢ Seniors « Medical Card Holders

VT & NH Residents - OKEMO Employees

OKEMO Valley Region Chamber of
Commerce Members & Employees

*Check our website for all event details*

7 Pineview Drive, Chester - 802-875-WEED
DownToTheRootsVT.com - ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

Our cannabis is stored for freshness in vapor

pressure-controlled Cannatrol® systems.

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT
AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or
use of cannabis may carry significant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law.
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The effects of edible cannabis may be
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration,
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience
harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the
influence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.
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Springfield Hospital
director of marketing
speaks to Ludlow Rotary

LUDLOW, Vt. - Tonia
Fleming, director of market-
ing and planning at Spring-
field Hospital, spoke to the
Ludlow Rotary Club about
the challenges facing Ver-
monts hospitals in general
and Springfield Hospital in
particular.

Challenges facing Ver-
mont health care providers
include a shortage of work-
ers, reimbursements that
don’t cover costs, increased
patient complexity, and an
aging population, among
others. Recently, 30% of the
patients in the emergency
room were there for mental
health or substance abuse is-
sues, including a high num-
ber of young people.

There are many other
challenges as well that are
not controllable by the hos-
pital, such as transportation,
day-care challenges, and af-

fordability.

There are, however, state
initiatives, including re-
gional efforts, to plan for
the future and address rising
costs. Springfield Hospital
is collaborating with Grace
Cottage, Brattleboro, and
Ascutney hospitals to ad-
dress broader issues facing
all the hospitals and health
care facilities in Vermont.
The group is looking into
whether they can share staff
or recruit from local nurs-
ing schools to avoid paying
for traveling nurses, which
are expensive, among other
initiatives.

Springfield Hospital
serves a six-county service
area, as they have been do-
ing for the past 106 years. It
is hoping to share some of
the $195 million of federal
health-care dollars recently
allotted to Vermont. Its mis-

sion is to provide person-
alized, high-quality care
in its niche market of 25
beds for short-term care.

Fleming encouraged
rotarians to look at costs
in advance on the Spring-
field Hospital website and
compare those with other
facilities. She indicated
their facilities provide a
wide and comprehensive
range of specialized clini-
cal services, from routine
and complex surgery,
to day-case procedures,
diagnostic services, and
physiotherapy. She en-
couraged attendees to stay
local for care.

Cost and convenience
are Springfield Hospital’s
core strengths, giving
them the ability to com-
pete with other health
care providers in the fu-
ture.

Stop the Bleed certification
workshop for 4-H'ers ——

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Sign-up is now open for a

Like us on
Facebook!

@VermontJournal

FOOD SHELF

BLACK RIVER GOOD
NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday,

10 AM-3 PM

Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

“Ue are here to help”

Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

4-H Stop the Bleed certifi-
cation workshop on Satur-
day, May 2, from 1-3 p.m.,
at River Valley Technical
Center, 307 South Street in
Springfield, Vt. This free
workshop is offered by
the University of Vermont
Extension in partnership
with Southern Area Health
Education Center. It’s for
4-Hers ages 11-18.
Participants will learn
how to recognize life-
threatening bleeding; take
quick, effective action us-
ing direct pressure, wound
packing, and tourniquets;
practice real-world skills

with trained instructors
from Rescue Inc.; and
be confident leaders, re-
sponsible  community
members, and prepared
helpers at events, farms,
worksites, and everyday
settings. Upon comple-
tion of the workshop,
4-Hers will earn a na-
tionally-recognized Stop
the Bleed certification.

Registration is re-
quired. Register online at
go.uvm.edu/4h-stb. For
more information, email
Camille Kauffman at ca-
mille.kauffman@uvm.
edu.
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Charlestown Health

accessibility

CHARLESTOWN,
N.H. - North Star Health
hosted community mem-
bers at  Charlestown
Health Center to celebrate
new accessibility upgrades
to the facility. They were
joined by supporters of
the project New Hamp-
shire Healthy Families,
The Dee Foundation, Cla-
remont Savings Bank, and
accessibility advocates Di-
anne and Justin Milliken.

In 2024, Dianne Mil-
liken, mother to Justin
Milliken and a dedicated
advocate for accessibility
in all places, approached
North Star Health with
a vision. She shared her
ideas on how to make
Charlestown Health Cen-
ter, her son’s new medical
home after aging out of
pediatrics, a more wel-
coming and accessible
space for patients like Jus-
tin to receive care.

Fast forward to April
8: North Star invited the
community to see the
room that was outfitted
with an adjustable bed and
electric Hoyer lift to make
exams more comfortable
and functional for wheel-
chair users and clinical
staff. This project was sup-

— |

upgrades —

Diane (right) and Justin (front) Milliken at the ribbon cutting cer-

emony for Charlestown Health Center’s accessible exam room.

ported by New Hampshire
Health Families, The Dee
Foundation, and Claremont
Savings Bank Foundation.

Before cutting the ribbon
on the new setup, Dianne
shared what these new fea-
tures meant: “This isn't just
about a space - t’s about dig-
nity, inclusion, and making
sure that Justin and others
with unique needs are seen,
valued, and able to fully par-
ticipate in the care they de-
serve””

CEO Joshua Dufresne also
gave thanks to Dianne and
Justin, the generous support-
ers of the project, and the
community for their support,
while sharing some context:

PHOTO PROVIDED

“Charlestown Health Cen-
ter is our only facility that
was originally designed to
be a health center. All others
are retrofitted. You'll notice
there are no stairs here, that's
by design. I'm thrilled to be
taking that accessibility a
step further with the unveil-
ing of this room for patients
who need a higher level of
accessibility”

This project is only the
start. North Star is commit-
ted to making our facilities
accessible to all. North Star
is creating a wish list of proj-
ects. To donate to more proj-
ects like this and follow along
with this journey, visit www.
northstarfghc.org/accessible.

Windsor County Drug

Take Back Day

REGION - Chief Dep-
uty Claude Weyant, of
the Windsor County
Sheriff’s  Department,
would like to inform
the citizens of Windsor
County that our semi-
annual Drug Take Back
Day is taking place on
Saturday, April 25, from
10 am. - 2 p.m. This is a

team effort with the Federal
Drug Enforcement Agency,
the county sheriff’s depart-
ment, and local participat-
ing law enforcement agen-
cies.

You may drop off any
unused prescription drugs
at any of the following lo-
cations: Ludlow Police De-
partment, Springfield Police

Department, Weathersfield
Transfer Station, Windsor
Police Department, Nor-
wich Police Department,
Royalton Police Depart-
ment, and Woodstock Po-
lice Department.

The goal is to keep these
drugs away from people
who should not have them
to keep people safe.

HCRS welcomes Jed Kingman as director of [T ——

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Health Care and Rehabilitation

Springfield Hospital
General Surgery

“ Right at the start of basketball season, | had to
have emergency appendix surgery, and | was
honestly worried about how it would affect my
ability to get back on the court.

The care | received was incredible—from the surge

itself to the support during recovery. Dr. Bennett was
personable, took time to make sure that | understood

every step, and helped me safely return to playing.
I was back with my teammates sooner than
expected, and | feel strong and confident.

’m really grateful for
how well they took

care of me.”

Call Now 802-885-5600
29 Ridgewood Rd, Springfield, VT 05156
www.springfieldhospital.org

Springfield Hospital
Where People Come First

Services (HCRS), south-
eastern Vermont’s non-
profit community mental
health agency, is pleased to
announce the appointment
of Jed Kingman as director
of information technology.

Kingman joined HCRS
in December as interim
chief information offi-
cer and has since brought
a proactive approach to
strengthening the orga-

nization’s technology sys-
tems. During his time in
the interim role, he has
worked closely with teams
across the agency to bet-
ter understand operational
needs and identify practi-
cal solutions that support
both staff and the people
HCRS serves.

“TJed has demonstrated
a strong ability to listen,
collaborate, and lead with

‘& Julies Icare

Julie Richardson, Optician

11 Dunning St.
Suite 4
Claremont, NH

Ph: 603.543.3216
Cell: 603.558.3048

by Appointment Only

Edward Jones

needs.

Financial Advisor
54 Opera House Sq
Claremont, NH 03743
603-542-7667

Your goals are as unique as you.

At Edward Jones, we want to know what you want out of life
on a personal level. Then, we want to help you achieve it by
creating a financial strategy that’s unique to your specific

Contact us today to start creating a financial strategy
tailored to your specific needs.

Roland C Swasey, CFP®

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

EJB-8652F-A-E-AD AECSPAD 2803724

intention,” said Anne Bi-
lodeau, CEO of HCRS.
“His expertise and com-
mitment to building reli-
able, user-friendly systems
have already made a mean-
ingful impact across our
organization.”

With more than 18 years
of experience in informa-
tion technology leader-
ship, Kingman previously
served as chief technology
officer at a health care
company in Concord, N.H.
His background includes
systems design, infrastruc-
ture improvement, and op-
erational efficiency, with a
focus on making complex
systems more accessible
and effective.

In his role as director of
information  technology,
Kingman is focused on im-
proving system reliability,
simplifying processes, and
ensuring that technology
enhances day-to-day op-
erations. He emphasizes
a collaborative, hands-on
approach, and believes
technology should ease
burdens and allow staff to
spend more time support-
ing people.

“I'm focused on making
technology easier, more re-
liable, and genuinely help-
ful for the people who use
it every day, said King-
man. “When systems work
well, they support every-
thing else, allowing staff
to focus on what matters
most: the people we serve”

Kingman’s appointment
reflects HCRS’ continued
commitment to strength-
ening infrastructure and
equipping staff with tools
that are efficient, depend-
able, and aligned with the
organization’s mission.
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Helen G. Bostock, 1951-2026 James A. Come Jr., 1939-2026

LUDLOW, Vt. - Helen
Grace Bostock, 75, died
Tuesday, April 14, 2026, at
the Springfield Health &
Rehabilitation Center. She
was born Jan. 22, 1951, in
Fort Dix, N.J., the daughter
of Robert and Rose Marie
(Slanetz) Short. She gradu-
ated valedictorian from Le-
land & Gray High School
in Townshend, Vt., Class of
1969.

She married Paul B. Bos-
tock on May 19, 1999, in
Ludlow, Vt.

Helen worked as an ad-
ministrative assistant in
the insurance industry. She
also worked as a school bus
driver in Cavendish, Vt.,
and worked in elder care in
the area.

She enjoyed quilting and
crocheting, and she loved
her cats.

Helen is survived by her
husband, Paul B. Bostock;
brothers-in-law, Charles
Bostock, John Bostock and
Richard Bostock; sister-in-
law, Eleanor Norton; and

L PO
Helen Bostock, 1951-2026.
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cousins.

She was predeceased by
her parents, and by her sis-
ter, Constance Redford.

A graveside service will
be held on Thursday, April
30, at 11 a.m., at the Pleas-
ant View Cemetery in Lud-
low, Vt. The Rev. Charles
Bostock will officiate.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to your
local humane society.

Davis Memorial Chapel
in Springfield, Vt., is assist-
ing with arrangements.

s

OBITUARIES:
A 200-word obituary is $100, and $0.60 per word
thereafter. A photo is an additional $20. Email to
editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday at 12 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES:
We run Church Services on an alternating schedule.
Subject to space. All services are posted online at
www.VermontJournal.com.
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Norman Susee, 1938-2026

WALPOLE, N.H. - Nor-
man Susee, of Walpole,
N.H., passed away peace-
fully on April 9, 2026. He
was 87 years old.

Norm was born in 1938,
in Keene, N.H., to Joseph
and Winifred (Tuttle) Su-
see. He grew up in Keene,
carrying with him the val-
ues of a small-town up-
bringing that would shape
the rest of his life: hard
work, kindness, and a deep
sense of community. He lat-
er proudly served his coun-
try in the United States Air
Force and was stationed in
Dover, Del.

Before his time in the
service, he could often be
found playing guitar along-
side his brother, Harold
Buskey. After returning
home to New Hampshire,
that love of country music
only grew stronger. He went
on to form The Cousin
Bros, a band that became a
familiar and welcome pres-
ence throughout the region,
first performing as Norm &
Jerry (Brown). What started
as a shared passion turned
into something much big-
ger - bringing country
music, laughter, and con-
nection to countless people
over the years. If you knew
Norm, you knew country
music was never far behind.

The bands journey
brought them to memo-
rable stages, including the
Cheshire Fairgrounds,
where they opened for
country legends like Bar-
bara Mandrell, Sylvia, Billy
“Crash” Craddock, and
Webb Pierce. For Norm,
those moments were spe-
cial - but just as meaningful
were the nights spent play-
ing country music in local
clubs, community halls,
and anywhere people gath-
ered to enjoy good music.

At one point, his pas-
sion for music took him
to Nashville, Tenn., where
Norm and Jerry recorded
two original songs, “Ten-
nessee Street Runner” and
“Eat Your Heart Out,” writ-
ten with their good friend
Art Cottrell. When “Eat
Your Heart Out” reached
number one on radio sta-
tions in several southern

states, it became a proud
milestone in a life already
rich with music.

Over the years, Norm
shared the stage with many
talented local musicians,
including Davey Schroeder,
Dave Lake, Dave Colburn,
Roy Carroll, and Jerry
Scadova. The Cousin Bros
became well known for
playing at places like The
Valley Green, Stella’s Cel-
lar, The Hungry Lion, and
The Top Hat, as well as at
The Moose, the American
Legion, and the VFW. They
played at weddings, anni-
versaries, and gatherings of
all kinds - anywhere people
wanted to celebrate. Long-
time drummers Mel Skin-
ner and Tom Brown kept
the rhythm going. Some-
times, they would be joined
by Roy Carroll on the fiddle
or the guest voices of Anita
Pelkey, Marie Norway, or
Joy Goodnow, which added
to the band’s unmistakable
sound. He later played in
the band Playing Possum
with Phil Bond, Mike Mi-
alkowski, and Toby and
Terry Taylor.

But for Norm, it was just
as much about the people as
it was the music. He loved
seeing a room come alive,
and watching others smile,
dance, and forget their wor-
ries for a while. And if you
were lucky enough to hear
him play, you probably re-
member how he liked to
end the night: with the song
“The Party’s Over;” It was a
signature moment, one that
now feels especially fitting.
Though the party is over,
the joy he brought to so
many will not be forgotten.

Outside of music, Norm
was the kind of person ev-
eryone could count on. He
had a gift for fixing things;
if something was broken,
chances are Norm could
make it work again. In his
later years, he worked at
L&B Trucking in West-
minster, Vt., where that de-
pendability and skill never
went unnoticed. He gave
his time and talents freely,
always ready to lend a hand.

He also found peace in
simpler moments, espe-
cially when fishing. Even

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. -
James A. “Jim” Come Jr., 86,
died peacefully on Thurs-
day, April 16, 2026, at Cedar
Hill in Windsor, Vt.

Jim was born May 9,
1939, in Woodsville, N.H.,
to James and Rita Come,
and lived most of his child-
hood in Wells River, Vt.

Jim married Audrey De-
Rusha, and they moved to
Claremont, N.H. They later
divorced. In 1988, he mar-
ried Marilyn Prouty. They
lived together in Charles-
town, N.H., for many years
before moving to Cedar Hill
Assisted Living in Windsor,
Vt., a few years ago. They
co-owned and operated
M&J Shoe Store in Charles-
town for a number of years
before retiring. They also
enjoyed traveling to Florida
for many years before set-
tling permanently back in
Charlestown, N.H.

Before co-owning and
operating M&]J Shoe, Jim
worked for many years at
Jones & Lamson and Bry-
ant Grinder, both in Spring-
field, Vt.

Jim is survived by his
daughter, Daryl Cady; son,
James (Dee) Come; step-

son, Mark Prouty, and
his partner, Wendy Al-
len; grandchildren and

step grandchildren, Jessica
Cady-Burlew, Eric (Kris-
tiyana) Cady, Jacob (Erin)
Vienne, Ben (Bonnie) Hast-
ings, Brandon Hastings,
Kelley Prouty, and Ryan
(Erin) Prouty; great-grand-
children and step-great-

~§
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though he rarely kept
any for himself, he took
real pleasure in sharing
his catch with others - a
small but perfect example
of his generous spirit.

At the center of ev-
erything was his fam-
ily,. Norm deeply loved
his wife, his children,
and his grandchildren.
He showed that love not
just in words, but in the
quiet, steady ways he
showed up - through his
actions, his reliability, and
his presence. He will be re-
membered for his country
music, his work ethic, and,
most of all, his kindness
and willingness to help any-
one in need.

He was predeceased by
his parents, Joseph and
Winifred Susee; his broth-
ers, Myron, Donald, Har-
old, Allen, and Bert Buskey;
his son Alan Susee; and his
grandsons, Jeremiah Law-
rence and Keith Norman
Snide.

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife, Calla Susee; his
sons William and Kenneth,
of Dover, Del., and Robert
Susee (Larry), of Albany,
N.Y.; and four stepchildren,
whom he loved as his own:
Brenda Vandusen, of Xe-
nia, Ohio, Wanda Lawrence
(Kevin), of Rockingham,
Vt., Pamela Howe (Jim),
of Westminster, Vt., and
Kevin Rumrill, of Lebanon,
N.H. He is also survived
by his sisters, Shirley Page,

James Come Jr., 1939-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

grandchildren,  Nicholas,
Isabel, Luca, Kaden, Evan,
Riley, and Willow; several
nieces and nephews; and
many friends.

He was predeceased by
his parents; his brother,
Charles; and his wife, Mari-
lyn.

There will be no calling
hours. A graveside service
will be held Friday, April
24, at 11 a.m., at Pine Crest
Cemetery in Charlestown,
N.H. To join us at the cem-
etery (which cannot be
found on Google), turn
onto Jeff Drive off of Old
Claremont Road (look for
the Pine Crest sign). Do not
turn to the right when Jeff
Drive bears off. Follow the
road straight to the end.

A reception will be held
immediately following
the service at the Sumner
House, 122 Main Street,
Charlestown, N.H.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in mem-
ory of Jim to a charity of
your choice.

Norman Susee, 1938-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

of Swanzey, N.H., Bar-
bara Shay, of Winchester,
N.H., and Audrey Cros-
by, of Plymouth, N.H,;
along with many grand-

children, great-grand-
children, nieces, and
nephews.

And though the final
song has been played,
the country music he
loved - and the love he
gave — will continue to
echo in the hearts of all
who knew him.

There will be a fam-
ily graveside service on
Saturday, April 25, at 12
p.m. Please join us for
a celebration of Norm’s
life at The Moose Club,
59 Westminster Street,
Bellows Falls, Vt., on
April 25, at 1 p.m. Light
refreshments will be pro-
vided.

Arrangements have
been entrusted to the
care of Fenton and Hen-
nessey Funeral Home, 55
Westminster Street, Bel-
lows Falls, Vt.
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Randall P. Hicks,

1945-2026

WALPOLE, N.H. - Ran-
dall Perry Hicks passed
away on March 25, 2026, af-
ter a long, courageous battle
with cancer, with his loving
daughter, Kelley, and grand-
daughter, Grace, by his side,
in The Villages, Fla.

Randy was born on April
5, 1945, in Keene, N.H., to
Samuel Trafford Hicks Jr.
and Frances Cutter.

He went on to serve his
country in the United States
Army as a security specialist
and enrolled at Wentworth
University, where he studied
mechanical engineering.

He started his career at
White Metal Rolling and
Stamping as a production
manager, and he concur-
rently had his real estate
license and worked for Pres-
ton, Betty Cox Realtors in
Bellows Falls, Vt. Shortly
after, he went to work with
his father at Hicks Machine,
eventually purchasing and
successfully running it until
his retirement in 2019.

Randy was an avid golfer
and member of the Hooper
Golf Course his entire life.
He served on the board of
directors for many years
and was very active with
the golf course activities.
He was also one of the cur-
rent owners of Hooper Golf
Course.

Randy was a skilled car-
penter, furniture maker, and
chip carver. He was a mem-
ber of the Walpole Artisans,
where he displayed and
showed his work. Randy
was a member of the VEW,
American Legion, and the

~§
—1
—_—

Randall Hicks, 1945-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Upper Valley Machining
Museum.

Randy was predeceased
by his parents; son, Chris-
topher Hicks and his wife,
Shelley Hicks; his brother
Samuel T. (Dianne) Hicks
IIL; his sister Sarah (Jack)
Hogan; and Debrorah (Pe-
ter) Schofield. He is sur-
vived by his daughter, Kelley
Hicks, and granddaughter,
Grace Conety; brother, Phil
Hicks; and sister-in-law,
Lori (Dan) Shaughnessey.
He is also survived by his
nieces and nephews, Amy
(Ryan) Royce, Kevin (Lyn-
da) Hicks, Darren Hicks,
Greg Gendreau, Patrick
(Stephanie) Shaughnessey,
Dori Kaluza, and Andrew
Schofield; and grandnieces
and grandnephews, Mur-
phy Smith, Nick Royce, and
Lucy Royce.

A graveside service will be
held on April 21, at 11 am.,
at the Walpole Village Cem-
etery in Walpole, N.H.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

William T. Slade, 1943-2026

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
William T. “Bill” Slade, 82,
passed away at home on
April 4, 2026. He was born
on Aug. 22, 1943, in Spring-
field, to H. Harold and Shir-
ley (Blodgett) Slade. He at-
tended Springfield schools,
and graduated from Spring-
field High School, Class of
1961. He later graduated
from broadcasting school
in Boston, Mass.

Bill was a volunteer
Springfield firefighter. He
was co-owner of Bills’ Sight
and Sound in the Spring-
field Plaza. Bill was em-
ployed as a much-loved
custodian for the Spring-
field School District for
many years. In 2003, he
moved to Nokomis, Fla.,
and continued as a custo-
dian for two schools there
before retiring. He resided
there for 18 years and re-
turned to Springfield in
2021.

Bill was predeceased
by his parents, and sisters
Joyce Strom (Jim Malone)
and Kathy Jacobs (Ralph).

He is survived by his sis-

William Slade, 1943-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

ters Barb Bromley (Don),
Sherry Forrest (Jack), Paula
Torres, and Judy Hebert
(Rick); brother Jeff Slade
(Lisa); nieces and nephews;
and two cousins.

Davis Memorial Chapel
in Springfield is assisting
with arrangements.

A graveside service will
be held on June 13, at 1
p.m., at the Oakland Cem-
etery in Springfield, Vt.

Memorial contributions
in his name may be made
to Springfield Fire Depart-
ment, 77 Hartness Avenue,
Springfield, VT 05156.
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David Chaves

EXCAVATING

Family Owned & Operated Scuce 1950

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
4 PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

81081XEL separately $323-93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE s12999

'-:.

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish
Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399 | 1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 81081XEL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last.
Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area.
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT
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APRIL 24-26 -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vi. -
Living Hope Fellowship
Church, 582 Rockingham
Road, will host healing/
spiritual refreshment
services with guest speaker
Richard Gatewood on
Friday, April 24, at 6 p.m.;
Saturday, April 25, at
10:30 a.m. (including a
free lunch) and 6:30 p.m.;
and Sunday, April 26, at
10 a.m.

APRIL 24 -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. — The
United Church of Bellows
Falls, 8 School Street,

will host a pasta supper
sponsored by the Bellows
Falls Woman's Club to
benefit two high school
scholarships on Friday,
April 24, from 5:30-7 p.m.
The menu will be a variety
of pasta dishes, including
vegetarian and gluten-free
options; bread; salad;
dessert; and beverages.
Children ages 6-12 eat at
a discounted price, and
children under 6 eat free.
The building is accessible
to all; please use the back
entrance.

APRIL 25 -

S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. -
Join the South Londonderry
Free Library in welcoming
spring with a honeybee
workshop on Saturday,
April 25, at 10:30 a.m.
Kids of all ages are invited
to work with art teacher
Casey Junker Bailey to

make drawings/collages
inspired by the charming
book “The Honeybee.”
The workshop is free of
charge, appropriate for all
ages, and participants will
receive their own copy of
the beautifully illustrated
book to keep. Buzz on
over to the library and join
us for the fun. For more
information, call the library

at 802-824-3371.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -

The Springfield United
Methodist Church, 10
Valley Street, is having a
soup and bake sale during
the farmers market on
Saturday, April 25, from
10 a.m. = 1 p.m. Everyone
is welcome.

APRIL 28 -
CLAREMONT, N.H. -
There will be a scam-
awareness class at the
Claremont Senior Center, 5
Acer Heights, on Tuesday,
April 28, at 1 p.m., open
to all seniors. Come hear
ways to protect yourself
rom scams.

APRIL 29 -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — Mickey
Dopp will be playing live
music at the Springfield
Senior Center, 139 Main
Street, on Wednesday,
April 29, at 1 p.m. For
more information, contact
executive director Lori
Johnson at 802-885-3933
or lorijohnsonssc@gmail.
com.

MAY 2 -
CLAREMONT, N.H. - Join
us on Saturday, May 2,

Chester-Andover Elementary School
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

Chester-Andover Elementary School has begun the

process of registration for children who will be eligible for
Kindergarten for the 2026/2027 school year. Children must
be 5 years old on or before August 31, 2026. Please contact
the school office at 802-875-6832 or email kim.leonard@trsu.
org to let us know your child will be attending.

from 8-11 a.m., for the
annual May breakfast

at First Congregational
Church, 72 Pleasant Street
in Claremont, N.H. The
event is hosted by The
Well Collaborative NH.
Admission is free for kids
4 and younger. There

will be locally sourced
eggs, meat from North
Country Smokehouse,
locally produced maple
syrup, baked goods made
by volunteers, and more.
This year, the breakfast
will include a spring mini
art show featuring art
created by people from
around the area, with the
theme of spring. All pieces
will be sold by donation.
This year, the art can be
any medium (such as
painting, decoupage,
c|qy, crochet, cross-stitch,
embroidery, etc.) as long
as it is no bigger than 5 by
7 inches. If you would like
to participate, reach out
to Neil at neilpierceallen@
gmail.com.

MAY 3 -

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. — Matt
Meserve will be playing

a live concert on Sunday,
May 3, from 4-5 p.m., at
the Perkinsville Community
Church, 35 Church Street.
If you would like to be

on the email list for these
events, please contact us at
churchperkinsville@gmail.
com.

MAY 9 -

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. = Join
Springfield on the Move for
a delightful Mother’s Day
market on Saturday, May
9, from 10 a.m. -4 p.m,,
at 100 River Street. This is
the perfect way to honor
the incredible moms in our
lives. Discover a beautifully
curated market featuring
local artists showcasing
their unique creations,
amazing vendors offering
handmade goods and

gifts, and workshops
where you can learn to
create stunning floral
arrangements. Whether
you're looking for the
perfect gift or a fun day out
with mom, this event has
something for everyone.
Don't miss out on the joy
and creativity waiting for
you at the Great Hall.

JULY 13 -

LUDLOW, Vi. — As

part of the Fletcher
Memorial Library’s 125th
anniversary, the Friends of
Fletcher Memorial Library
are developing a 2027
calendar which will feature
photos of Ludlow and be
sold in the fall of 2026.

All proceeds will be used
to support the library. We
are looking for photos that
showcase some aspects

of Ludlow: our beautiful
mountains, lakes, flowers,
wildlife, and quaint village.
Stop by the library at 88
Main Street in Ludlow for
more information and an
entry form. The deadline to
submit photos is July 13.

SUNDAYS -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The
Catamount Composite
Squadron of the Civil Air
Patrol meets Sundays,
from 3:30-5:30 p.m.,

at Hartness Airport in
Springfield. The Civil Air
Patrol is the auxiliary

unit of the U.S. Air

Force tasked with the
mission of supporting
America’s communities
with emergency response,
diverse aviation and
ground services, youth
development, and
promotion of air, space,
and cyber power. Cadets
as young as 12 and senior
members of any age make

Green Mountain Union High School is seeking a part-time
school year cook to join its Food and Nutritional Services
team (15 hours per week). This fast-paced, high-energy

role involves preparing and serving breakfast, lunch, and
snacks using fresh, local ingredients, along with maintaining
food safety standards and basic kitchen records. No nights,
weekends, or holidays required. Pay ranges from $16.70

to $20.70 per hour. Interested applicants should contact
Andrew.Levesque@trsu.org or 802-875-2146.

applications:

Residential district.

Residential district.

Recreation district.

Erin Ladd

TOWN & VILLAGE OF LUDLOW
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing before the Ludlow Development Review
Board will be held on Monday, May 11, 2026 at 6:00 PM.,
in the Francis J. Heald Auditorium, at the Ludlow Town
Hall, 37 Depot Street, and via Zoom, to hear the following

« Tom Koch, Application # FHR-26-001 & CU-26-001 for
100% substantial improvement to an existing structure
requiring Flood Hazard and Conditional Use review. This
property is in the Town Residential district.

o Walter Siegordner, Application # VAR-26-001 for a front
yard setback variance from 55 feet to 48 feet. Total variance
requested is seven (7) feet. This property is in the Town

» Mark Cassano, Application # SUB-26-006 for Subdivision
review to adjust the property line to Ludlow/Plymouth town
line. This property is in the Town Residential district.

« Ming Zheng, Application # SITE-26-001 & CU-26-002 for
Conditional Use and Site Plan Review for a proposed nine
(9) unit multi-family property on a vacant lot. This property
is in the Village Residential Commercial district.

o The Trustees of the Gill Odd Fellows Home of Vermont,
LLC, Application #SUB-26-007 to subdivide an existing
24.57-acre lot into two (2) lots containing 10.63-acres (Lot
1) and 13.94-acres (Lot 2). This property is in the Village

» Matthew McClallen, Application # PRE-SUB-26-008 for

a preliminary sketch plan review of a proposed nine (9) lot
subdivision on an existing 11.81-acre lot prior to a complete
subdivision application. This property is in the Mountain

o Todd & Kim Guthrie, Application #128-98-PUD, Amd. #74
to modify permit to enclose front entry deck to incorporate
space into the mudroom at the Trailside Condos. This
property is in the Mountain Recreation district.

The meeting Agenda will be available on Ludlow’s Web page,
www.ludlow.vt.us with the Zoom ID and the URL link.

Additional information about this application is available in
the Planning and Zoning office at the Town Hall.

Director of Planning & Zoning

RN

SPRINGFIELD

SCHOOL DISTRICT

APPLY
TODAY

SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT
301 SOUTH STREET
SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT 05156
WWW.SSDVT.ORG

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR..
mmm) A MEANINGFUL CAREER

EEE)  FAMILY FRIENDLY HOURS
=) COMPETITIVE WAGES
=) EXCELLENT BENEFITS

PHYSICAL PLANT SUPERVISOR, SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS, SCHOOL
PSYCHOLOGISTS, SPEECH LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST, INSTRUCTIONAL
PARAEDUCATORS, CUSTODIAL STAFF AND SUBSTITUTES

UPDATED SUBSTITUTE PAY STRUCTURE!!

tosclerk@vermontel.net

NOTICE TO SPRINGFIELD VOTERS

Absentee Ballots for the Springfield Town School District
Meeting being held Tuesday, May 5, 2026, are available at
the Springfield Town Clerk’s Office. If you wish to vote
by absentee ballot, and you didn't already make a request
for “all local elections” with your pre-Town Meeting
absentee ballot request, please contact the Town Clerk’s
Office as soon as possible in person, in writing, by phone
or by email. If you make your absentee request in person,
you can choose to vote your ballot and return it before
leaving the Town ClerK’s Office. If you return your ballots
by mail, allow extra time for postal delivery. An Absentee
Request Form can be found on the town’s website https://
springfieldvt.gov or you may request your ballots online
at https://mvp.vermont.gov. The deadline for requesting
absentee ballots is Monday, May 4, 2026 at 4:30 p.m. You
may register to vote on Election Day at the polls and
then proceed to vote on that day. You may also register
to vote any time at the Town Clerk’s office or online at
https://mvp.vermont.gov. Prior to May 5, 2026, absentee
ballots may be returned in-person, through regular mail
and after hours through mail slots located in town hall
entrances. All voted absentee ballots must be received at
the polls by the Town Clerk before the close of polls at
7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 5, 2026. The polls are located
at Riverside Middle School in the gymnasium and will
open on Tuesday, May 5, 2026 at 8:00 a.m. and close at
7:00 p.m. Town Clerk’s Office will not be open on May
5,2026. Barbara A. Courchesne, Town Clerk, CVC - 96
Main Street, Springfield, Vermont 05156 (802) 885-2104
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LEGAL NOTICES

up this diverse group of
volunteers.

MONDAYS -
CLAREMONT, N.H. - The
Claremont Senior Center,
5 Acer Heights, holds line
dancing every Monday
night, at 7 p.m., with
Dorianne Lescord. Free for
members, small entry fee
for nonmembers. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

CLAREMONT, N.H. - The
Claremont Senior Center,
5 Acer Heights, holds
chair yoga every Monday
morning, at 9:30 a.m.,
with Brianna Renner. Free
for members, small entry
fee for nonmembers. For
more information, call

603-543-5998.

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Women’s pool games are
played every Monday,
from9a.m. - 12p.m,,

at the Claremont Senior
Center, 5 Acer Heights.
Come be a part of this fun
activity with likeminded
women. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

TUESDAYS -

CHESTER, Vt. — Bone
Builders Class in Chester
every Tuesday, from 10-11
a.m. Classes will be held in
the First Universalist Parish
of Chester community
room. Classes are free and
open to all. Drop-in class,
no registration needed. For
details, contact Barbara

at bwquilter1778@gmaiil.
com.

WEDNESDAYS -
LUDLOW, Vt. — A gentle
yoga flow class with
strength building with
bands and body to
reconnect fo your center,
build strength, and invite
ease info your body

and mind will be held
Wednesdays, from 9-10
a.m., ot the Black River
Valley Senior Center, 10
High Street. All levels
welcome. Mats and blocks
available. Contact Lori
Wright at loriwright163@
gmail.com or 603-401-
8123 to register, or with
any questions.

THURSDAYS -
CHESTER, Vt. — Bone
Builders Class in Chester
every Thursday, from
10-11 a.m. Classes

will be held in the First
Universalist Parish of

S-MESSAGE

Chester community room.
Classes are free and open
to all. Drop-in class, no
registration needed. For
details, contact Barbara
at bwquilter1778@gmail.
com.

CHESTER, Vt. — Knit Knite
at Six Loose Ladies on

the Chester Common
Thursdays, from 5-8 p.m.,
and via Zoom, from 7-8

p-m.

WALPOLE, N.H. -
Alcoholics Anonymous
women's meeting, a
12-step recovery program
for women who have a
desire to stop drinking, is
happening every Thursday
at 6 p.m. at the St. John's
Episcopal Church at the
corner of Westminster and
Elm streets in Walpole,
N.H. For more information,
call Viva ot 802-732-
8330.

FRIDAYS -

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. -
Main Street Arts, 35

Main Street, will hold the
“Originals & Traditionals”
Open Mic Night on the
fourth Friday of every
month, from 7-9 p.m.,
hosted by musician Putnam
Smith. Sign-ups begin at
6:30 p.m. All material
should be original or
“traditional” (i.e., in the
public domain). Each
performer can perform two
songs or up fo 10 minutes,
whichever comes first. If
you have any questions,
please contact Smith at
putnamsmith@gmail.com.

W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. -
Pizza night is held every
Friday, from 5-7 p.m.,

at the West Townshend
Country Store, 6573
Vermont Route 30, West
Townshend, Vt. There will
be live music provided
by a different local artist
each week. For more
information, visit www.
westtownshend.org, call
802-874-4800, email
info@westtownshend.org,
or message the store on
Facebook.

DAILY -

REGION - If you want

to drink that's your
business, but if you want
to stop, that's ours. Contact
Alcoholics Anonymous at
www.aavt.org or call your
local hotline ot 802-802-
2288 and join a meeting.
You are not alone.
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following:

as a private event space.

of Adjustment

TOWN OF ANDOVER
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing before the Zoning Board of Adjustment
of Andover, Vermont will be held on Tuesday, May 5, 2026
at 6:00 p.m. at the Andover Town Office to consider the

Application #8.2/3/26/3/26, Applicant/Owner: Rich, Deb
and Brandon Simmons, Finn Hill Farm, LLC, Reason for
hearing: Application to request a Conditional Use Permit to
use a portion of an existing barn located at 439 East Hill Rd.

Dated at Andover, Vermont, this 14th day of April, 2026
Jonathan W. Stevens, Clerk/Secretary, Andover Zoning Board
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LEGALS

Dear Editor,

Fifty-five years ago John
Lennon asked us to “Imag-
ine,” to be dreamers. Today,
corrupt, authoritarian lead-
ers draw us into wars and
coerce corporations to sup-
port them to get favorable
government contracts and
protections.

He asked us to “Imagine
all the people living life in
peace” We can't just dream
or imagine, we need to act.
Somewhere between 8 and
9 million people took to the
streets for No Kings Day 3,
not just in the United States,
but around the world. The
citizens of Hungary acted,
went to the polls, and voted

Dear Editor,

With the warmer weather
arriving, we are seeing more
bicycles on the roadways.
I would like to remind the
children throughout the
county of some bicycle tips,
so they will be safe riding
on the roadways. These tips
are also important for all
cyclists, young and old.

Wear a proper bicycle
helmet. When possible,
wear bright colored cloth-
ing. Have a front white
light and a red reflector on
the back. Know and obey
all traffic laws. Ride to the
right. Basically, obey all the
rules as if you were driving
a car. Yield to pedestrians.
Slow down and be cau-
tious at intersections. Best
to walk your bike when us-
ing a crosswalk. Don’t wear
headphones while riding.

Like us on

Facebook!

@VermontJournal

OVER 2000

BROKEN-IN TIRES
_ =
CANON TIRE

1-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

out a dictator who had op-
pressed and suppressed
them for 16 years.

The next step is for the
people of the United States
to stage a walkout to take
power away from the corpo-
rations and billionaires who
support corrupt leadership
in this country. May Day!
This is a national move-
ment.

On May 1, (1) don’t order
or buy anything from Ama-
zon, Target, Home Depot, or
other large corporate stores
or gas stations; (2) shop lo-
cally and use cash instead of
using a credit or debit card
that benefits banks; (3) sup-

port workers, not billion-
aires; and (4) find a May
Day Strong event in your
community and partici-
pate. On May 1, let’s hon-
or the legacy of workers.

Find an Indivisible or-
ganization in your area to
join and build a commu-
nity that works together
to protect our future.

As John Lennon said, “I
hope someday you’ll join
us / And the world will
live as one...A brother-
hood of man”

Sincerely,
Bill Keating
Indivisible Greater Falls

BUYING/
SELLING

BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper
$3, Vintage Sports Postcards,
Comics. See our displays at

antique centers in Chester and
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-

CLEAN OUTS +
MORE

EZ-Dump Enterprises has a
15-yard dump trailer available.
We're dlso here for heating
equipment, appliance removal,
home/storage unit clean outs,
stump grinding, and refinishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfield, V+. area. Call/text
802-376-1168 or email ezdump.
bl@gmail.com.

CLEANING

CHESTER/SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Are you interested in getting your
house cleaned? | have excellent
references,  trustworthy,  and
dependable. I've been doing this
for 30+ years. Please give me a
call 802-591-0769.

FOR SALE

SPRINGFIELD, Vi. - Hotpoint
gas stove for sale, white, asking
$400. Large office chair, all
leather, green, $75. Please call
802-885-1370.

OTHER

CENTRAL VERMONT - A & Js
Tree Service — No job too big or
too small. Free Estimates & Fully
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TAG SALE

S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. — Satur-
day, May 2, from 10 a.m. - 4
p.m., at 3650 VT Route 100, South
Londonderry. Tag sale, plant sale,
and bake sale to benefit the West
River Montessori School

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Yard sale on
Saturday and Sunday, May 2 and
3, from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Rain date
of May 9 and 10. 59 Highland
Circle, Springfield. Come one,
come all. Packrat has a very large
selection of indoor and outdoor
items. Best sale of the weekend!

WANTED

SPRINGFIELD, Vi. - Lawn care
needed for small yard. Call 802-
885-1370.

Beware of riding in motor-
ists’ blind spots. Use hand
signals. If riding with oth-
ers, ride in single file. Keep

working. When possible,
ride with another person.
Be safe and careful!

at least a car door’s width  Sincerely,

from cars, even when going  Claude E. Weyant, Cap-
past parked vehicles. Regu-  tain/Chief Deputy

larly check your bicycle, ~ Windsor County Sher-
making sure everything is iff’s Department

Insured. “Dangerous Trees are our

( )
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CLASSIFIEDS

Start at $20 per week for
Subject to space. May be edited for clarity, grammati- 4 lines of text.
cal errors, and libelous statements. Must be kept under
400 words. Must include name and town for publication.
Viewpoints do not necessarily reflect the views of The

Vermont Journal & The Shopper.
\_ J

Buy 3 get 1 Free!

Email
ads@vermontjournal.com
with your listing today

GENERAL

_— =

AUTO SALVAGE Co.nc
New Hampshire and Vermont's Largest Auto Recycler!!!

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete — Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

800-562-3845 - 603-542-9595 — sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743

\\aPPY 3Pring,

MORNINGSIDE
Service Station

* Custom Exhaust with Warranty
« Full Service Repair Facility

% Veteran Owned & Operated %

==
(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH

WARNING FOR THE LONDONDERRY TOWN MEETING

The legal voters of the Town of Londonderry, Vermont, are hereby notified and warned to meet
at the Town Hall, 139 Middletown Road, South Londonderry in Londonderry, on Monday, May
11, 2026, to act on the following Articles, namely:

BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED FROM THE FLOOR:
Beginning at 6:00 p.m., the following business will be transacted from the floor:

ARTICLE 1 Shall the Town raise and appropriate a sum not to exceed $81,000 for the
purpose of funding, in part, the salary and benefits of the General Office Manager, a portion

of which salary and benefits will be shared by all Departments within the town?
ARTICLE 2 To transact any other business that may legally come before the Meeting.

e (NON-BINDING) Shall the Town of Londonderry authorize the Selectboard to
investigate purchasing one or more parcels of land for future use to be determined
by a future Town Meeting?

Dated at Londonderry this 6th day of April 2026.

Selectboard of the Town of Londonderry

Thomaéavanagh, Chair %

es Ameden, Jr.,

4 =t

Taylor Prouty

bt

Leanne Alexander

James Fleming

Received for the record this 6th day of April 2026

(% Allison Marino, Town Clerk

Art Crafts Gifts

sl BUUSINESS DIRECTORY

$175 for 13 Weeks ¢ $275 for 26 Weeks ¢ $425 for 52 Weeks

Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter.

Camps, and More

(12/9/26 - 52)

OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5

(07/15/26 - TFN - 13 )

CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM
Community Art Center offering Workshops, Equipped Studios,

611 R1.103S, Ludlow, VT 802-228-8770
www.CreateTogetherVT.org

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield VT 802-885-7111 galleryvault.org

Workshops galleryvault.org/workshops
Realistic Animal Features in Watercolor w/Joanna Alix 4/25 11-2
Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends 5/2 & 5/9 12-4

Hand-painted Silk Scarves Boho Bunnies by Terri Flowers

Outside Inside, Nature & the Imaginal paintings by Gil Perry
New Open Wall Exhibit; A Burst of Color, A World of Wonder
VR Open Studio Weekend- May 23&24 vermontcrafts.com

Builders/Contractors

dish, Vt.
(05/06/26 - 26)

Painting Interior and Exterior

Roger, Perkinsville, VT
(05/13/26- 13)

Campground

ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT

Booking for winter 2025 and spring 2026 projects. Offer carpentry,
remodeling, interior & exterior painting, window & door replace-
ments, vinyl siding washing, pressure washing, drywall repairs, and
odd jobs. Call 802-591-0019 or email billr2808@gmail.com. Caven-

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER

All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well
802-263-9693 rogcaw@msn.com

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates.
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or
stoneartd9@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com.

(05/20/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY

Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls,
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates.
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.
(10/07/26 - 26)

Organic Lawn & Land Care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND

2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com.

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large

We're Different- Our organic lawn and garden care brings
peace of mind for the family, friends and critters using your
yard. Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet,
so you can relax while we do the hard work.

Fence Installations - Expert, best-quality fence installations
with references available. Call Today!

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC

Navy Seabee Veteran owned. We pride ourselves on cus-
fomer service, and getting the job done right the first time. We
are looking to book up our season. Decks, custom tile shower,
siding, doors, windows, drywall, foundation repair, you name
we do it. Check us out on Instagram @nedthehammer. Ned
Mortensen, cell 802-376-3275, edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.
(03/17/27 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction.
Framing. finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hard-
wood flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in
Proctorsville. 802-558-5267.

(05/13/26 - 13)

Private Sites!
(05/27/26 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10a.m. -5 p.m.

(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)

Driveway Repairs & Drainage Work- Does your driveway need
some TLC? Call Green Bee!

We're fully insured, reliable and priced right. Reach Out Today
to secure your spoft in our 2026 schedule! Phone, text or email:
802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com

(09/16/26 - 26)

Tools

$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$

PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891

(06/17/26 - 13)
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Green Bee Lawn using

organic products,
electric equipment

CHESTER, Vt. - Green
Bee Lawn & Garden is dif-
ferent from most lawn care
companies. Tim Roper
launched the business in
2020 as a one-person ‘re-
tirement gig,” envisioned as
something that would keep
him busy three days per
week, let him get some ex-
ercise, bring in a few extra
dollars, and show the world
that combining organic
lawn care practices with
commercial electric lawn
care equipment culminates
in top quality results.

Now, six years later, Green
Bee is a growing father-and-
son operation, continuing to
show that lawn care doesn’t
require running dirty, loud,
gas- or diesel-powered
equipment in order to keep
lawns looking great. Their
equipment is so quiet that
customers are never both-
ered when the crew shows

up and gets to work. Using
only organic lawn treat-
ments also removes any
concerns around people,
pets, and wildlife using the
property.

The company’s growth is
a result of their reputation
for producing first-quality
results. Customers have
come to rely on Green Bee
in ever increasing numbers
to provide them with great-
looking lawns and addition-
al services, including new
lawn installations, hard-
scapes, light excavating,
driveway repairs, drainage
work, and expert fencing
installations thanks to Jim
Roper’s dozen years of expe-
rience in the fencing indus-
try. Jim has managed fence
installations ranging from
back yards, to horse proper-
ties, to a VA hospital, large
solar arrays, and even a cou-
ple of airports! His expertise

TNICHUCLLC

Zajac HVACLLC

Service & Installation

Dale Zajac
Owner

603-803-2358

zajacshvac@gmail.com
Westmoreland, NH

shows clearly in the end
product - attractive, per-
fectly installed fences that
customers rave about.

If you're looking for a
company you can rely
on to help manage and
improve your grounds
in the most thoughtful
ways, Green Bee Lawn
& Garden will treat you
right.

Helie’s Carpet celebrates
50 years of beautiful

floors

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
At Helies Carpet, we've
spent five decades help-
ing our neighbors trans-
form their houses into the
homes of their dreams.
Established in 1974, He-
lie’s is second- and third-
generation, family owned
and operated by Joe, JR,
and Nick Helie.

Whether you're looking
for the warmth of carpet,

the durability of luxury vinyl
tile, timeless hardwood, or a
stunning custom shower tile,
we have the expertise to get
it done right. We offer name
brands, such as Shaw, Mo-
hawk, and Tarkett.

Helie’s Carpet offers full-
service installation with our
own in-house installers, and
assists with commercial and
residential projects.

Spring into savings - re-

fresh your space this season
with 20% off all in-stock
flooring options. Why wait
weeks for a special order,
when you can browse our
select in-stock styles today
and start your project to-
IMOITOW.

Stop by and see the experts
at Helie’s Carpet, 281 Wash-
ington Street in Claremont,
or call 603-542-9979. “Let us
floor you - our prices won't!”

SEON receives grant from Vermont

Community Foundation

REGION - The Ver-
mont Community
Foundation has award-
ed the Sustainable En-
ergy Outreach Network
(SEON) a $7,500 grant
to advance SEON’s

sustainable training stan-
dards and opportunities.
This grant will be used to
support SEON’s efforts to
implement a registered ap-
prenticeship program for
high-performance builders

Landscaping ~ Trees & Shrubs ~ Flowers

LOG CARIN
N@gIRSERY

603-543-0384
logcabinnurserynh.com
653 Main Street, Claremont, NH 03743
Lee & Sandy Stevens

and further SEON’s train-
ing effort throughout the
state. The advisory donor
is “Modesty Is My Best
Quality Fund”

SEON’s activities can
be summarized into three
broad categories: (1) re-
cruit young adults and
career changers into the
carpentry field of high-
performance building.
There is an acute shortage
of carpenters, and SEON’s
apprenticeship  program
is designed to close this
gap; (2) train the incum-
bent workforce with the
advanced knowledge and
skills of building science to
meet the challenges of our
climate crisis; and (3) re-

tain the workforce through
leadership training and
organizational consulting
that builds a culture of per-
sonal mastery, team learn-
ing, and shared meaning.

SEON thanks our ad-
visory donor, who shares
our commitment to high
standards and innovative
practices in residential
building.

SEON is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit training orga-
nization that delivers in-
person courses on build-
ing science and leadership
development throughout
Vermont. To learn more
and view the 2026 training
schedule, visit www.build-
ingscience.org.

Store Open Daily

Beaver Pond Farm

1047 John Stark Hwy,
Newport, NH

603-543-1107

Find us on
Facebook & Instagram

Our own grass fed
beef, maple syrup,
pies, jams

Local honey,
meats, milk, cheese

Spring veggies
soon!

Palmer H. Goodrich Il - Chester, VT 05143 - 802-875-2819

Complete Site Work - Foundations - Septic Systems - Drainage
Driveway Construction & Maintenance - Asphalt Milling

Gravel - Sand - Topsoil - Field Mowing - Brush Mulching

ERSKINE'S
> GRAIN & GARDEN

54 Grain Store Road, Chester, VT
802-875-2333

Soils & Mulches « Garden Seeds & Starting Supplies

Fertilizers « Pest Control Supplies « Hand Tools
Fencing & Gates « Grain & Feed « Pet Supplies

CHARLIE RECORD
802-875-3702

recordconcrete@yahoo.com

Services April 1 - December 1

RECORD CONCRETE INC.

QUALITY WORK SINCE 1971

o StateFarm-

HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

Jerry Farnum, Agent
802-885-2939

jerry.farnum.elar@statefarm.com

LEVI ELECTRIC

Residential « Reliable * Experienced

Trusted electrician with 10+ years’ experience.
Upgracdes e Lighting ¢ EV Chargers * Panels

o Service calls and free estimates. o
Located in Proctorsville

24/7 Emergency Service

~ Fully Insured ~

www.rehinkey.com
(603) 543-3571

LANDSCAPING, WALL BUILDING
LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905 802-289-1508
DAN

« Slabs PO BOX 574 13 Clinton St. Springfield, VT
» Foundations 25 TOWN FARM ROAD
e Floors CHESTER, VT 05143 Thank you for your loyalty. We appreciate you. 917 417 7880
R.E. HINKLEY CO., INC. NrENs, VT ostea FREEESTIMATES | | ONESTOPFORALLYOURBUILDING NEEDS T—
8 Lane Ridge Rd. « PO. Box 832 ﬁ#@“ cal LI 1
Claremont, NH 03743 AYLOR EXCAVATmG LLP DEPOT HOME CENTER
T HELP WANTED
Heating Oil « Kerosene « Diesel Fuel TRUCKING & EXCAVATING Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out
Propane » Air Conditioning « Plumbing SEPTIC SYSTEMS, LAND CLEARINGS, DRIVEWAYS GARDEN SUPPLIES, INSULATION, METAL ROOFING,
Systems Design « Installation & Service COMPLETE HOUSE SITES DOORS & WINDOWS, TREX DECKING IN STOCK

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. « Charlestown, NH 03603
Tel: 603-826-3251 « Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

N
By

+ Organic Lawncare Services

« Expert Fence Installations

- Light Excavation Work

» Driveway Repair

- Drainage Work

« Fully Insured

« Serving Chester and
nearby towns

Reliable - Quiet - Best-Quality

greenbeelawns@gmail.com

L e

\ §2S "
Green Bee

LAWN & GARDEN
(802) 289-1968

Get a free estimate today!

COMPLETE SEPTIC SYSTEM MANAGEMENT
It's Tough to Beat the Best

SEPTIC SERVICE

Tank Locating - Pumping - Inspections

Repairs - Jetting - Snaking
Portable Toilets - Handwashing Stations
Restaurant Grease Traps

SPRING IS COMING, BOOK EARLY FOR YOUR
PUMPING & PORTABLE TOILET NEEDS
BEFORE YOUR SUMMER BBQ

302-463-9444

Westminster, VT ® www.hestsepticvt.net

FREE QUOTES

5 OR 6”
GUTTERS

SEAMLESS
GUTTERS

NORTH COUNTRY
METAL ROOFING

LEAF GUARDS CHARLESTOWN, NH

(603) 558-4338
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Turn your home into more than one living space —

REGION - If you've ever
caught yourself wishing
you had a little more room
to spread out, youre not
alone. Whether it’s space for
adult children or aging par-
ents, a quiet home office, or
adding long-term value to
your property, more home-
owners are starting to look
at accessory dwelling units,
or ADUgs, as practical ways
to make their homes work
harder for them.

You might know an ADU
by a different name: in-law
suite, carriage house, ga-
rage apartment, or base-
ment apartment. No matter
what you call it, the idea
is the same. It’s a smaller,
fully functional living
space built on the same
property as your primary
home. Some are detached.
Others are built above a
garage or finished into an
existing basement, as long

Turning waste into fertilizer

BRATTLEBORO, Vt. -
As spring comes around
the bend and farmers pre-
pare to apply fertilizers to
their emerging crops, we are
faced with a global crisis in
fertilizers once again, threat-
ening farmers livelihoods
and food supplies. Global
conflicts and energy disrup-
tions continue to expose the
fragility of the systems on
which modern agriculture
depends - systems tied to
fossil fuels, international
trade routes, and energy-
intensive industrial produc-
tion.

Yet an abundant source of
fertilizer is produced every
day in our own communi-
ties.

Every year, Americans
urinate $50 billion worth of
nutrients that could replace
one-quarter of all synthetic
fertilizers used in U.S. ag-
riculture. Yet most of these
nutrients are flushed away
with drinking water and
sent through wastewater
systems, where they of-
ten contribute to pollution
in watersheds rather than
nourishing crops.

Two organizations work-
ing to change that are Rich

as there’s a private entrance
and essentials like a kitch-
en, bathroom, and sleeping
area.

From a lifestyle stand-
point, flexibility is what
draws people in. Some
homeowners have built one
so aging parents could live
nearby but still have their
own space. Others want-
ed a dedicated office that
didn’t take over the main
house. Some decided to
rent them out for extra in-
come. It really comes down
to what you need and what
stage of life you're in.

Of course, before any
construction begins, zon-
ing and local guidelines
matter. Cities and counties
each have their own rules
around size, placement,
and usage. A quick check
with your local planning
department early on can
save you time and frustra-

Earth Institute and Bright-
water Tools, which are host-
ing a public open house to
share the latest updates from
their work advancing nutri-
ent recovery and circular
sanitation.

Since 2012, Rich Earth
Institute has operated the
nations first and largest
community-scale urine
recycling program, safely
transforming human urine
into fertilizer used by local
farms. The nonprofits re-
search, education, and dem-
onstration work shows how
communities can reclaim
nutrients, reduce water pol-
lution, conserve clean water,
and support farmers with
locally sourced fertilizers.

Brightwater Tools, a com-
pany that grew out of Rich
Earth’s work, develops prac-
tical technologies that enable
nutrient recovery systems to
be implemented at larger
scales. The company designs
equipment that transforms
diverted urine, full-toilet
waste (“blackwater”), and
food waste digestate into
high-quality fertilizer prod-
ucts, including innovations
such as pasteurizers, freeze
concentrators, and charcoal

. One Compa

—

—

Accessory dwelling units are becoming more popular

among homeowners.

tion later.

One of the first questions
people ask is how to pay for
an ADU. Since building an
ADU is considered a major
home project, many home-
owners look at renovation
financing. A renovation
loan can let you roll the

filtration systems. They will
share highlights from their
pilot sites both in the US.
and across Europe.

Together, these organiza-
tions are part of a growing
global movement to com-
plete the nutrient cycle by
recovering valuable nutri-
ents from waste streams,
such as urine, food scraps,
and wastewater, helping
build more resilient and sus-
tainable food systems.

At the open house, hosted
at the two organizations
joint research center, 355
Old Ferry Road in Brattle-
boro, on Thursday, April 30,
from 4:30-6:30 p.m., visitors
will have the opportunity
to tour the nations first and
largest ~ community-scale
urine recycling facility;
meet engineers, research-
ers, and educators working
at the forefront of nutrient
recovery; hear from farmer
partners through short vid-
eos about on-farm urine
fertilizer research; explore
innovative nutrient-cycling
technologies, including
urine-diverting toilets, treat-
ment systems, and fertilizer
application equipment; and
learn how circular systems

for more.information:

info@hbenergy.com

*Regularly $369. Previous discounts do not apply.
Tank must be exposed for the truck and 1,000 gallons or less

PHOTO PROVIDED

cost of construction into
your mortgage instead of
paying for everything out
of pocket. There are a few
programs designed for
projects like this, each with
different guidelines de-
pending on the scope and
budget.

can support healthier farms,
cleaner waterways, and
more resilient communities.

As global disruptions
continue to reveal vulner-
abilities in our food and
infrastructure systems, lo-
cal solutions like nutrient
recycling offer a powerful
opportunity to rethink how
communities manage re-
sources — and turn waste
into abundance.

This
nuIdE&:

G
Your

Come visit our

Another option some
homeowners explore is us-
ing existing equity through
a refinance. The right route
depends on timing, how
much equity you have, and
your overall financial goals.
It’s less about steering you
one way or the other and
more about laying out the
options so you can decide
what fits best.

Adding a second living
space changes how a prop-
erty functions day to day. It
can give family members
a place of their own, cre-
ate room to work, or open
the door to rental income,
depending on how it’s used.
Over time, it may also con-
tribute to overall property

value.

With more households
planning for multigenera-
tional living and flexible
space needs, it’s a conversa-
tion that’s coming up more
often.

If adding space has been
on your mind, even ca-
sually, it can help to talk
through the numbers and
what it might look like be-
fore making any big deci-
sions. Sometimes a simple
planning conversation is all
it takes to see what’s pos-
sible and what the next step
could look like.

Submitted by Victoria
Blodgett, PrimeLending,
Ludlow, Vt.

Now selling Kuma and
Pacific Energy stoves

Come visit us in our
new showroom!

= CLASSIC
N EDGE
QOILFS. TITANIUM [HDX

W Engl,
\ ey

By efficiently harnessing
renewable wood energy,
it can substantially
reduce, or completely
replace the need for
expensive fossil fuel
heating sources like
electric, propane, and
oil. This translates
into SIGNIFICANT
LONG-TERM SAVINGS,
making it a cost-
effective investment for
homeowners.

New England Outdoor Furnaces
877 John Stark Highway

Newport, NH 03773

newenglandoutdoorfurnaces.com

{:!.:// rorrk '”l 4/ )2 ‘//’ﬂ/ r,(/ﬂ oy, ’d

For The Best Home Improvement Value!

WINDOWS - DOORS - DECKS - FENCING - MILLWORK

BUILDING SUPPLY, INC.

AND SO MUCH MORE

Scoftt Lutinski | scotti@lavalleys.com

182 Pleasant St. | Ludlow, VT | (802) 228-4665
153 Pleasant St. | Claremont, NH | (603) 543-0123
40 Meadow Access Ln | Walpole, NH | (603) 445-5544

/. P L

N

Fruit Trees, Veggie Starts, Pansies, Tulips, Hanging Baskets

We grow everything from A-Z!
Garden Center & Nursery, Deli & Bakery, Craft Beer,
and an Old Fashioned Ice Cream Stand. Irving Gas & Diesel.

« OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK .

K

802-722-3395 « allenbrothersfarms.com
Rt. 12 No. to Rt. 5 or Exit 5 off I-91 « Westminster, VT
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The difference between prequalified and preapproved

REGION - Prequalifica-
tion and preapproval are two
terms you may hear used
interchangeably when shop-
ping for a mortgage, but they
are actually two optional
steps you can take to start
the loan approval process.
A mortgage prequalification
is usually a much shorter
process that requires you to
honestly report your own fi-
nancial information, while a
mortgage preapproval typi-
cally requires you to submit
more documentation, like
W-2s, to verify your in-
come and assets, making it a
lengthier process.

Neither prequalification
nor preapproval will guar-
antee you a loan, but getting
prequalified or preapproved
before you start searching for
a home can help you more
easily find a home you love
within your budget. A pre-
approval may also make the
process of completing a full
loan application much easier
and faster, because you’ll al-
ready have submitted a lot of
necessary information to the
lender.

While both prequalifica-
tion and preapproval from
a lender help identify your
price range, a preapproval
letter can signal to your real
estate agent and sellers that
youre serious about buying
ahome. Agents often require
a preapproval letter, because
it is a strong indication that
you are a qualified buyer and
can make a competitive of-
fer.

Prequalification

Prequalification means
you may satisfy a lender’s
general criteria for a mort-
gage, based on your self-
reported financial informa-
tion, like income, assets,
credit, and debt. Prequali-

fication can be as simple as
a short phone conversation
with a lender. Afterward,
the lender may or may not
provide you with a letter de-
tailing the types of loans you
may qualify for and the loan
amount you may be able to
borrow.

Prequalification is just a
starting point. According
to a Zillow survey, about a
quarter of prospective buy-
ers who have not yet started
working with an agent re-
ported getting prequalified
(27%).

If you're unsure where to
begin in your homebuying
journey, or aren’t even sure
what homes you can afford,
start the prequalification
process to learn more about
your loan eligibility.

Keep in mind, a mort-
gage prequalification is only
as accurate as the informa-
tion you provide the lender.
That's why those who are
ready to buy in the near fu-
ture often go straight to pre-
approval, which is a more
comprehensive verification
process.

Preapproval

A mortgage preapproval
means you have a condi-
tional commitment from a
lender to approve you for a
loan as long as you continue
to meet their conditions by
the time you close on the
home. You'll need to provide
the lender with documents
like bank statements, W-2s,
and pay stubs. The lender
will also run a credit check,
which may show as a soft or
hard inquiry on your credit
report, depending on the
lender’s preapproval process.

Once preapproved, you'll
receive a preapproval letter
detailing the loan amount,
types of loan programs you

Prlmel.endmgm

Purchase | Refinance | Renovation

VICTORIA BLODGETT

PRODUCTION MANAGER | NMLS: 179656

@ vbprimelending.com X vblodgett@primelending.com

i
L

126 Main St #1C | Ludlow, VT 05149

802-683-8697

Home Loans Made Simple.

{2) 92025 Primstending.a PiinsCapital Company (PrimeLending) (NMLS:13649) Equal Houing Lender
= PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company, PrimeLending VT lender lic no, 6127 and brakar lic no. 0964 MB, V06232

FIBER INSULATION ¢ ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

BUILDING &
MODERNIZING
CENTER

AZ——>mMI 2 OZ—W=ECro

LAMBERT
SUPPLY CO. INC.
YOUR ONE STOP

INSIDE SPECIALS
happening now!
Stop in the store today!

409 Main Street * 603-542-5111
CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743

NIHNCUO0OXTYT <IZ00n>=

may qualify for (e.g.,
conventional, FHA,
VA), and an estimat-
ed interest rate and
annual  percentage
rate. Assuming you
continue to meet the
lender’s financial loan
qualifications ~ dur-
ing the underwriting
process, your lender
will be able to issue a
final loan approval
You will still have to
complete a loan ap-
plication before being
fully approved for a specific
loan program.

A preapproval letter ac-
companying your purchase
offer suggests to the seller
that if they were to ac-
cept your offer, financing is
more likely to go through
than without one. Your of-
fer becomes more compel-
ling. According to Zillow’s
Consumer Housing Trends
Report 2022, 85% of sellers
say that they prefer to accept
an offer from a buyer who is
preapproved.

Difference between preap-
proved and prequalified

A prequalification can
help you prepare to take the
next steps towards buying a
home and give you a sense of
a reasonable budget to stay
within when shopping for
home. A preapproval gives
you a more concrete under-

Sammy Pierce Scholarships

REGION - The $1,000
Crown Point Realtors Sam-
my Pierce Scholarships are
awarded each year to two
students who demonstrate a
strong commitment to their
community and to helping
others. Their efforts may
be volunteer or charitable

Discover the difference between preapproval

and prequalification.
PHOTO PROVIDED

standing of your budget, so
you can start making offers
and can signal to the seller
that you are a serious buyer.
Here are a few more key
comparisons between preap-
proval and prequalification.

Should I get prequalified
or preapproved?

Getting prequalified for

a mortgage can be a good
starting point if youre a
first-time homebuyer, or
if youre in the very early
stages of considering a home
purchase. Most prequalifi-
cations don't require a hard
credit inquiry, so your credit
score won't take a hit if you
decide to press pause on
buying. And when you de-
cide to move forward with
a preapproval, you'll already
have a good idea of the lend-
er with whom you’ll want to
work with.

service, leadership skills,
humanitarian efforts, or ac-
tive involvement in impact-
ing the lives of others. The
scholarship is open to home-
schooled students, public or
private school students, and
college or technical school
students. Adult learners are

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

Buffum

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand - Gravel
Shurpac - Topsoil -

. Stone
Fill

5,000 Ib. Hydraulic

Hammer for

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140

Either way, if
you choose to get
prequalified  or
preapproved, you'll
still need to have
an offer accepted,
a loan application
completed, and a
purchase contract
in place before
your lender can
fully underwrite
and approve your
loan.

Why wait to get
preapproved  or
prequalified?

Buyers may want to get
prequalified to get a ballpark
for their budget and get pre-
approved when they’re ready
to seriously shop and make
offers. This is because pre-
approval letters only last for
an average of 45 days. After
this period, a new preap-
proval is typically required,
since your financial circum-
stances could change. For
example, you may make new
purchases that increase your
debt and tighten your house
affordability, or you may get
a new credit card that causes
a hard inquiry on your credit
report and lowers your cred-
it score.

With each new preap-
proval, either a soft or hard
inquiry is made on your
credit report, depending
on the lender’s preapproval

process. Hard inquiries can
affect your credit score over
time. Keep in mind that dur-
ing that 45-day period from
the date of your first mort-
gage credit check, all hard
inquiries are consolidated
and won't individually im-
pact your credit. If your pre-
approval expires and youre
still actively shopping, reach
out to your lender to discuss
timing for your next preap-
proval.
Which is better?

A preapproval letter typi-
cally carries more weight
than a prequalification, since
the preapproval is a condi-
tional commitment from a
lender to approve your loan.
If youre uncertain which is
the best option for you, your
moving timeline can be a
good indicator of whether
you should choose a preap-
proval or prequalification.
If youre fully committed to
buying a home, starting the
preapproval process first
might be the right option for
you. If you're curious about
whether or not you qualify
for a loan and how much
you may be eligible to bor-
row, mortgage prequalifica-
tion will provide you with
helpful information to find
a home within your budget.

Written by Jessica Rapp.
Provided by Zillow Group.

also eligible. Students must
be full-time residents of
Andover, Baltimore, Cav-
endish, Chester, Clarendon,
Grafton, Ludlow, Mount
Holly, Plymouth, Reading,
Rockingham, Shrewsbury,
Springfield, = Townshend,
Wallingford, Weathersfield,

Weston, West Windsor, or
Windham. Applications
may be picked up at the local
high school, or by reaching
out to betty@diamondreal-
tyvt.com with “Scholarship”
in the subject line. Com-
pleted applications are due
by May 5.

BARRETT
&VALLEY

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

REAL ESTATE SERVICES &=

SPRINGFIELD, VT - $99,000
INVESTOR SPECIAL WITH STRONG VALUE & POTENTIAL!

P

FOR SALE | 188 STATION ROAD | MOUNT HOLLY
5 MINUTES TO JACKSON GORE AT OKEMO
Four bedroom home on dead end road with easy access to VAST
snowmobile trail and Healdville hiking trail.

Text Listing Agent Alex Eatmon
at 802-345-7886 for more information

Londonderry, VT
LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM Y Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation
www.KelleyRealEstate.com
A IVam 802-228-5333
THM THM
E fﬂ PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES E ﬂ:l PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
ﬂ n (502) 362.4663 » Fax (802) 362.6330 + TOD 1.500.545.1633 EXT. 526 OR 175 ﬂ n (502) 362.4663 + P (502) 362.6330 + TOD 1-800.545.1850 EXT, 526 OR 175
BROOKVIEW APARTMENTS

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEP APPLICATIONS
FOR 1- & 2-BEDROOM UNITS

WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEP APPLICATIONS FOR
1-BEDROOM HCP APARTMENT
& 2-BEDROOM APARTMENTS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only
USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only
USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Call or Write to: Claremont -$260,000 - MLS 5083312

THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-367-5251
802-362-4663
Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.

Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-367-5252
802-362-4663

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

info@century21highview.com

603-542-7766 or 603-477-6131

CENTURY 21

Highview Realty

21

We do ot diseri agalnst tenant on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion,
sex, famifial status, age, creed, gender Identty, gender related characteristic or because a person intends
10 oceupy & dwelling unit with ong or more minor children or because a person Is a reciplent of public

assistance, sexual orlentation, marital status or disability, ;
= Ch

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
e THM is an equal opportunity provider and employer

We do not diseriminate-against tenant on the hasis of race, color, national origin, refigion,
sex, famifial status, age, creed, gender Identhty, gender related characteristic or because a person Intends
10 gecupy & dwelling unit with one or more minor children or because a person Is a recipient of pubuc

assistance, sexual orlentation, marital status or disability,

42 Summer Street

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY Claremont, NH 03743

i THM is an equal opportusity provider and employer
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