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Plymouth seeks Hartford fire dispatch services

BY SHAWNTAE WEBB

The Vermont Journal

PLYMOUTH, Vt. - At
their March 16 meeting,
the Plymouth Selectboard
ran through their annual
board reorganization, re-
appointing Jay Kullman as
board chair and Rick Ka-
minski as vice chair. Ange-
la Kissell was reappointed
as recording secretary and
town clerk, and Cherry
Nicoll was reappointed
treasurer. The Vermont
Journal was again named
the newspaper of record.
The board agreed to use
Vermont Alert as their on-
line platform of record for
emergency management,
and urged everyone to sign
up for emergency alerts.

The board then heard
from Fire Chief Jim Allen
regarding dispatch ser-
vices. Currently, the Lud-
low Police Department is
dispatching calls for Plym-
outh for an annual fee of
$4,000. Allen reported to
the selectboard that the
tire department has been
experiencing issues with
the current dispatch ser-
vices. He referenced a re-
cent incident when there
was a fire in Plymouth, but
the Plymouth Fire Depart-
ment was not immediately
notified.

Kissell, a member of both
the Ludlow and Plymouth
tire departments, reported
to the Vermont Journal
that she only heard the
alert because she was in

Ludlow, and had called
for a tanker truck while
she was en route. Kissell
and one other individual
were the only two from the
Plymouth Fire Department
to arrive on the scene, a
house fully engulfed and
the fire spreading toward
a neighboring house. Oth-
er fire departments were
alerted and assisted.

Kissell said she “realized
the lack of [alert] tone for
Plymouth after the fact”
Kissell recounted, “Active
Alert was hit for Ludlow
Fire at 8:15 p.m., and then
[at] 9:38 p.m. for Plym-
outh’”

Allen expressed his con-
cerns about the situation to
the selectboard, and said
he believed that Ludlow

Epic Promise funds youth

exchange weekend

LUDLOW, Vt. - The Lud-
low Rotary Club (LRC)
hosted international stu-
dents who are on a school-
year-long youth exchange
program in the Northeast for
a weekend of skiing, snow-
boarding, and tubing at Oke-
mo Mountain Resort. The
weekend was made possible
by a generous grant from
Vail Resorts Epic Promise,
known as the Vail Resorts
Epic for Everyone Access &
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Okemo Mountain Resort.

On-Mountain support.

Vail is committed to the
health and sustainability of
their local and urban metro
communities. Annually,
Vail Resorts invests more
than $22 million in Access
programming. Vail has also
cultivated partnerships with
more than 180 nonprofits
that help make the future
of the sport more inclu-
sive by serving guests of all
ages, abilities, cultural back-

OKE

MOUNTAIN

Welcomes

Rotary International

International exchange students enjoy a weekend of snow sports and camaraderie at

RESORT

grounds, and ethnicities.

Local Rotarian and
longtime coordina-
tor of the Rotary Youth
Exchange program Jim
Rumrill said, “The stu-
dents had a wonderful
time on the mountain.
It is one of their favor-
ite weekends every year.
Thanks to Vail and Oke-
mo Mountain Resort for
their continued support of
this great event”
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Londonderry’s new fiscal year

BY SHAWNTAE WEBB

The Vermont Journal

LONDONDERRY, Vt. -
The Londonderry Select-
board began their March
16 meeting by reappointing
Tom Cavanagh as board
chair, and James Ameden
as vice chair. Board mem-
ber Taylor Prouty welcomed
new member Leanne Al-
exander, and the board ran
through their annual board
reorganizations, as they do
at the beginning of every
new fiscal year.

The Vermont Journal was
designated as the town’s pa-
per of record. The physical
locations for posting meet-
ing warnings and agendas
were listed as the Lon-
donderry Town Office, Lon-
donderry Post Office, and
South Londonderry Post
Office.

Town administrator Ai-
leen Tulloch announced
that the town hall renova-
tion committee put out a
request for proposal (RFP)
for architectural services,
renderings of the building,

and a master plan. All bids
are due by April 3, at 2 p.m.

Prouty then recommend-
ed looking to add over-
hangs at the town garage to
cover the oil tanks and heat
pumps, and suggested put-
ting out an RFP soon, in
order to get the project on
the schedule before the busy
season begins.

The board moved to ap-
prove a bid from Hunter
Excavating in the amount
of $559,973, to conduct the
necessary work to complete
the construction for Spring
Hill Road culvert. This led
the board to discuss the pos-
sible structures and paving
grant applications for which
they would apply this year.
Prouty said the highway
department switches their
focus between Little Pond
Road and Spring Hill Road,
stating, “Both of them are
overdue for paving”

Prouty reported that road
foreman Josh Dryden had
talked about installing more
underdrain. This is a drain-
age system under the surface
of the pavement designed to

remove excess groundwa-
ter. The system is used to
stabilize road bases and
manage high water tables,
giving the pavements
surface greater longevity.

The board then ap-
pointed Martha Dale to
the housing commission,
wastewater ~ committee,
and short-term rental
committee. Dale previ-
ously served as a liaison
between the selectboard
and two of these commit-
tees, which created a need
for new liaisons. Alexan-
der volunteered to act as
liaison for the housing
commiission, and Tulloch
for the wastewater com-
mittee.

Tulloch then reported
that the town is getting
closer to offering hybrid
meetings. Tulloch said
the hybrid option would
be properly warned when
it becomes available.

The Londonderry Se-
lectboard will continue
to meet the first and third
Mondays of each month,
at 6 p.m.

may eliminate their fire
dispatch. It seemed to Al-
len that Plymouth should
look into other options.

Hartford is a “true dis-
patch center;” Allen stated,
with extensive training and
more services overall. He
explained that dispatch of-
ficers in Hartford can tap
a screen and call a town to
alert them to an emergen-
cy, while Ludlow still relies
on making phone calls. He
further detailed that Hart-
ford has many dispatch-
ers available at one time,
and their training allows
them to assist people over
the phone in the event of a
medical emergency.

The more comprehen-

sive services from Hart-
ford would come with a
much larger fee of approxi-
mately $25,000. Allen said
the annual contract starts
at $18,000, with additional
fees based on the number
of households in the town.
Kissell expressed that
Plymouth does not have a
contract with Ludlow, sug-
gesting that either party
could cease services at
any time. “We’re trying to
be proactive,” she stated,
adding, “[Ludlow] knows
we've been unhappy.”
Allen explained that there
are not many other options
for Plymouth. He reported
that Proctorsville used to
use Ludlow’s disbatch ser-

vices, and has since moved
to Hartford. Mount Holly
uses Rutland, and Bridge-
water uses Woodstock. He
added that Woodstock said
they would not be able to
accommodate  Plymouth
the last time he checked,
and recommended the
town look into Hartford’s
dispatch center.

The board unanimously
agreed to begin the process
of moving to Hartford’s
services. Kissell said she
would get a budget propos-
al to the board to review at
an upcoming meeting.

The Plymouth Select-
board meets on the first
and third Mondays of ev-
ery month, at 6 p.m.

Flamstead Bookkeeping
launches to support small

businesses

CHESTER, Vt. - Flam-
stead Bookkeeping, a
Chester-based bookkeep-
ing business founded by
Angela Farrar, is proud
to announce its official
launch. Built to support
small businesses, entre-
preneurs, and growing
companies,  Flamstead
Bookkeeping offers accu-
rate, efficient, and person-
alized financial services
tailored to each client’s
needs.

Flamstead Bookkeeping
specializes in day-to-day
financial ~management,
including accounts pay-
able and receivable, bank
and credit card reconcili-
ations, sales tax tracking,
and general ledger main-
tenance. The business is
built on a commitment
to clarity, consistency, and
helping clients better un-
derstand their financial
positions.

“Many small-business
owners are juggling ev-
erything at once, and
bookkeeping often be-
comes overwhelming or

Beaver

pushed aside,” said Angela
Farrar, founder of Flamstead
Bookkeeping. “My goal is to
provide dependable, detail-
oriented support so clients
can focus on running and
growing their business with
confidence”

With a background in ac-
counting across industries
such as manufacturing, con-
struction, and retail, Farrar
brings hands-on experience
in resolving discrepancies,
improving processes, and
maintaining accurate fi-
nancial records. Flamstead
Bookkeeping also offers
cleanup services for busi-
nesses needing to get their
books back on track, as well
as ongoing monthly support.

Flamstead Bookkeeping
is committed to providing
flexible, accessible support
while maintaining a per-
sonal, responsive approach
to client service. For more
information about services,
or to schedule a consulta-
tion, visit www.flamstead-
bookkeeping.com or contact
Farrar at angela@flamstead-
bookkeeping.com.

presentation at
Fletcher Memorial

Library

LUDLOW, Vt. - Do
you want to learn
more about bea-
vers and how to live
harmoniously ~ with
them? Come to this
lively  presentation
on the lives of bea-
vers and strategies
for living with them.
Join presenters Patti
Smith and Skip Lisle
on Monday, April 6,
at 10:30 a.m., to learn
more about these indus-
trious creatures. This
program is brought to
you in partnership with
Black River Action Team.

Beavers are built for the
water, and they can’t live
without it. That is why
they are so dedicated to
building dams to keep it

A beaver.

PHOTO PROVIDED

in place. As beavers move
upstream and down, creat-
ing new ponds, the areas
they leave behind become
meadows and shrublands.
These are all-important
habitats for many plants
and animals, from moose

See BEAVER on Page 2
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Ludlow American
Legion scholarships ——

LUDLOW, Vt. - The Bal-
lard-Hobart American Le-
gion Post 36 in Ludlow is
pleased to announce that
we will continue to sup-
port our local area youth
in providing scholarships
for their college/technical
school continued educa-
tion in 2026.

Ludlow Community Garden

LUDLOW, Vt. - Spring
is here; join the beautiful,
organic Ludlow Commu-
nity Garden garden. We
are grateful for the contin-
ued support of the Fletcher
Farm Foundation for allow-
ing us to establish and main-
tain the community garden
on their grounds for the past
26 years. The garden is lo-
cated on Route 103, at the
border between Ludlow and
Proctorsville, and is open
to all residents of Ludlow
and neighboring towns. It
will open around mid-to-
late April, depending on the
weather. Gardeners grow
vegetables, herbs, flowers
and small fruits.

Individual plots are 10 feet

Chester Rod & Gun Club
beginner fly-fishing

CHESTER, Vt. - The

Chester Rod & Gun Club,
4352 Vermont Route 11,
will hold a beginner fly-

These scholarships are
available to students living
in Ludlow, Mount Holly,
Cavendish/Proctorsville,
and Plymouth. We ask
that students complete
their high school’s general
scholarship  application
and list any family mem-
bers who have served in

by 10 feet. Members take
care of their plots as well as
help maintain the common
areas of the garden. Seeds
are available only to garden
members through our small
seed library. A separate en-
closed area is dedicated to
composting food scraps.
This is an ongoing educa-
tional project made possible
through a Grow Grant from
the New England Grass-
roots Environmental Fund
and support from Compost-
ing Association of Vermont,
Vermont Community Gar-
den Network, and the par-
ticipation of UVM Exten-
sion master gardeners and
master composters.

Fees for plots and raised

tishing workshop for youth
and adults on Saturday,
April 18, from 9 am. - 12
p-m. The workshop is free
for youth under 16 and cur-
rent club members. Space is
limited to 30 participants,
with priority given to those
16 and younger. Register by
emailing flybynt@vermon-
tel.net.

The course will be taught
by Harry Henderson, of Fly
by Night Fly Fishing. Hen-
derson is a volunteer guide
with Casting for Recovery
and Project Healing Waters.

ADVENTURE
TRANSPORT

DRIVERS FULL & PART TIME

SCHOOL TRANSPORT |

Drive School Students to White River Junction
Wheelchair Van Training Provided

Contact Karissa — 603-357-2933

/—\/
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Aqua-Aid Systems

WATER CONDITIONING & FILTRATION

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon, and arsenic
problems in the Windham and
Windsor Counties since 1984

e Water Conditioning
¢ Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

e [ron and Manganese Removal
e Radon & Arsenic Removal
e Systems Maintenance
e Home Supplies Delivery

the military.
Please submit via
email to Istevens@ver-

montel.net, or mail to LUDLOW, Vt. - As part

Ballard-Hobart ~ Post of the library’s 125th an-
36, Attn: Scholarship niversary, the Friends of
Chairman, 133 Main Fletcher Memorial Li-
Street, Ludlow, VT brary are developing a

05149. The deadline for
submission is May 1.

LUDLOW, Vt. - The
Phoenix, the national 1
million-member  sober
community, is hosting its

beds include the use of
all garden tools, hoses,

carts, water, compost, third annual Music on the
some seeds, and other Mountain (MOTM) festi-
materials.  Scholarship val, a substance-free music

plots are available upon
request. Plots are avail-
able on a first-come, first-
served basis. There are a
few plots and raised beds
available. If interested,
please send an email with
your full name, address,
and phone number to
garden secretary Emma
Hileman at emma.hile-
man@gmail.com, or call
her at 540-320-3399. For
more information, con-
tact Hileman or find the

and arts festival benefiting
the Divided Sky Founda-
tion, a Ludlow-based re-
covery center cofounded
by the Grammy-nominat-
ed frontman and guitar-
ist of the legendary band
Phish, Trey Anastasio, on
Saturday, May 16, at the
Jackson Gore Village on
Okemo Mountain. The
event will feature family-

2027 calendar which will
feature photos of Ludlow
and be sold in the fall of
2026. All proceeds will be
used to support the library.

friendly activities celebrat-
ing recovery, with local arts
vendors, food trucks, and the
splendor of Vermont’s Green
Mountains.

The day will culminate
with a one-of-a-kind su-
per jam, “Big Weekend
All-Stars,” featuring Eggy,
LaMP, Scott Metzger, and
Vermont’s own Russ Lawton
and Ray Paczkowski, of Trey
Anastasio Band and Soule
Monde. Electric bassist and
songwriter Karina Rykman
returns with her vibrant
stage presence and infec-
tious sound. MOTM veteran
Anders Osborne joins Jackie

Fletcher Memorial Library
125th anniversary calendar
photo submissions

Stop by the library at 88
Main Street in Ludlow for
more information and an
entry form. The deadline
for submission is April 13.

Third Music on the Mountain

Greene for a special duo
set, and Daniel Donato and
Natalie Cressman are back
as artists-at-large, joined by
Jennifer Hartswick appear-
ing for the first time. New
this year is 2LOT, blending
electronic production, jazz
fusion, and high-energy im-
provisation. The Trombone
Shorty Foundation Band,
which brings a dynamic en-
semble of emerging New Or-
leans musicians, will take the
stage in a special appearance
and transport festivalgoers to
the stratosphere before the
Big Weekend All-Stars close
out the event.

Okemo Valley TV thanks voters

Ludlow Community Gar-
den on Facebook. Dear Editor,

On behalf of Okemo
Valley TV, I would like to
thank the voters of Lud-
low and Plymouth for
approving increases to
our funding from budget
appropriations from each
town. As many know, one
of our longstanding core
services is the “gavel-to-
gavel” coverage of munic-
ipal meetings, which pro-
vides an opportunity for
residents to not only stay
informed on the issues af-

Course —

The course will include
basic fly-fishing prin-
ciples, an overview of
equipment and knots,
and a basic casting les-
son. One half of the class
will be spent indoors,
and the other half will be
spent outdoors. Equip-

fecting their town, but also
unfettered and unedited
access to their government
bodies in action. We record,
stream, broadcast, and ar-
chive all official government
meetings in each town. In
recent years, this part of our
work has increased, with the
adoption of hybrid meet-
ings and the new require-
ments in Vermont’s open
meeting law.

We value the partnerships
we have with the towns, and

appreciate the support from
the voters for the services
that we provide.

Wed also like to thank the
voters in Cavendish, Ando-
ver, and Mount Holly for
supporting our level-funded
appropriation requests in
those towns for the coming
year.

With Gratitude,

Patrick Cody, Executive
Director

Okemo Valley TV

ment will be provided.

Hamburgers and hot
dogs will be served from B EAVE R
12:15-1:30 p.m. From Page 1

Bring an old piece of
fly-fishing equipment -
rod, reel, etc. Whoever
brings the most inter-
esting item will win 12
hand-tied flies, or a half-
day guided fishing trip.

GENERAL

AUTO SALVAGE Co.ne
New Hampshire and Vermont’s Largest Auto Recycler!!!

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete - Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

to mink. This makes
beavers a “keystone” spe-
cies — one that is essen-
tial for other species to
thrive. Alas for beavers
and road crews, often the

800-562-3845 - 603-542-9595 — sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743

W

DIAMOND POINT WEALTH

PARTNERS
Formerly Huntley Financial Services
Derek Karner

802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately
ced here are independent of Osaic Wealth,

LIONS OPEN HOUSE!

T'S COFFEE SHOP
26 Opera House Block,

easiest place to make a dam
is across a culvert. The lands
they choose to flood may
already be in use by people.

Smith is a naturalist with
the Bonnyvale Environ-
mental Education Center in
Brattleboro, where her work
has become increasingly fo-
cused on beavers and bea-
ver ecology. Her book, “The
Beavers of Popple’s Pond,
is an account of years spent
closely observing a colony
of beavers in Marlboro, Vt.,
and the relationships she
developed with them. For
more than a decade, she has
written a monthly column
in the Brattleboro Reformer
bringing her experiences
and insights to the public.
As a wildlife rehabilitator,
Patti has and raised many
orphaned mammals, in-
cluding beavers.

Lisle is a biologist, found-

(ﬂ
FOOD SHELF™

BLACK RIVER GOOD
NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday,

10 AM-3 PM

Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

“We are here to help”

Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

David Chaves
EXCAVATING

Family Owned & Operated Scuce 1950

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

Hellenbrand

What's In Your Water?™

ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

800-252-8484

Claremont, NH 03743

WANTED:

COMMUNITY MINDED INDIVIDUALS
WANTING TO SERVE THEIR COMMUNITY!

BRING YOUR IDEAS AND QUESTIONS!

MARCH 30, 2026 ¢ 6:00 - 7:00 PM

Contact:
Lion Alan Ricard 603-530-1206
or Lion Henry McKee 603-960-1732

Complete Site Wo

From Clearing to Finish

Specializing In
Equine Land Development &

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

er of Beaver Deceivers In-
ternational, and the lead-
ing expert on flow devices,
structures that protect cul-
verts and regulate water
levels. Lisle has been test-
ing materials and designs
for decades and has learned
how to resolve conflicts
in ways that allow beavers
to create valuable wetland
habitat. Please bring your
questions, concerns, and
frustrations to the trouble-
shooting session after the
presentation.

Fletcher Memorial Li-
brary is located at 88 Main
Street, Ludlow, Vt. If you
have questions or need more
information, please call the
library at 802-228-8921 or
email fmlnews@gmail.com.
If you are unable to attend
in person, contact BRAT
organizer Kelly Stettner at
blackrivercleanup@gmail.
com for the Zoom link. This
program is free, open to the
public, and accessible.

OVER 2000

BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

EapTEAR —

[ =

‘%&‘NDN TiRE, NS
CANON TIRE

1-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!
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Ponds
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FIND YOUR WAY TRHOUGH THE MAZE

Southern Vermont’s
Largest Antique
Center

20,000 sq. ft.
showcasing antiques,
quality collectibles,
furniture, jewelry, folk
art, primitives and home
decorating accents. Dealers
welcome. Be a part of
the most active center in
Southern Vermont.

Open 7 Days a Week, 10-5

802-875-4477
557 Vermont Route 103 South, Chester, VT

shac @vermontel.net

o StateFarm®

HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

Jerry Farnum, Agent
802-885-2939
jerry.farnum.elar@statefarm.com

13 Clinton St. Springfield, VT

Thank you for your loyalty. We appreciate you.

Hoy Kids!

Complete this

Caster Activity Page

for a chance to win an Easter Basket full of
festive goodies just in time for the Spring Holiday

COLOR THE PIGTURE

|

iy

\

Tue & Fri, 9am-5pm
Wednesday, 9am-12pm
Saturday, 7:30am-12pm

HEAD

UARTERS _

Walk-In Only Salon 802-885-9595
Valari Freeborne Springfield Shopping Plaza
Owner/Operator Springfield, VT

Rz

Jewelry o Pottery ¢ Candles e Gifts

228-2280

160 Main Street, Ludlow e www.BlueSkyVUT.com

Where Books Find Readers!

Lamere Square, Ludlow, Vt.
802-228-3238 www.thebooknookvt.com

Granite State Hobbies

@ Full Line Hobby Shop *
)

Traxxas Dealer
R/C Cars - Boats - Trains - Planes - Rockets
Models - Art Supplies - Craft Kits & More

Open Tues-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-4, Sun 10-3

603-504-6505
20 Pleasant Street
Claremont, NH 03743

Special Orders Welcome
Like us on Facebook
granitestatehobbies@gmail.com

‘ Lange g Lange

bespoke brokerage

110 Main St. Ludlow VT 05149

Rachael Lange Tucker Lange
917-216-9535 303-818-8068

« , KOKOPELLPS ,

" 4 Atkinson St. Bellows Falls, VT A\

802-732-8267
kkpelli43@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook at Kokopelli’s LLC

CRYSTALS - GEMSTONES - JEWELRY - HANDBAGS
SOUTHWESTERN RUGS - DECOR
CANDLES - INCENSE - SAGE BUNDLES

Willams River Gallery

original art Z fine art prints

802-875-3295
framery@vermontel.net
197 Elm Street, Chester, VT 05143

CHARLIE RECORD

802-875-3702 recordconcrete@yahoo.com

Services April 1 - December 1

RECORD CONCRETE INC.

QUALITY WORK SINCE 1971

e Slabs PO BOX 574
e Foundations 25 TOWN FARM ROAD
¢ Floors CHESTER, VT 05143

Jelley's

DELIT

2102 North Main St, Londonderry

VERMONT
LIQUOR STORE gp(%?s

SHOP
LOCAL

Come Visit Our
Farmstand For A
Taste Of Vermont

Tllem

S IBros

FARM MARKET

OPEN 7 DAYS 6:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Exit 5 off 1-91 ¢ Rte 5 South « Westminster, VT
802 722-3395 « www.allenbrothersfarms.com

Leslies  "PHIB

ﬂ
The Tavern at Rocki nﬂham ’

A Unique Vermont Dining Experience

802-376-4050 | www.lesliestavern.com
660 Rockingham Road, Bellow Falls, VT

JUDD’S

AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION

802-722-4200

6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158
Open Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:00, Closed Weekends

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE T

W‘I{V‘

Home ¢ Auto « Farm - Business
Motorcycle - Recreational Vehicles

7190 US Route 5 - Westminster, VT 05158
802-463-1900 - www.greaterfallsinsurance.com
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Fill out your name, age, town, and phone number. P.O. Box 228, Ludlow, VT 05149 by Thursday,
Complete any of the activities on both sides of this page, April 2, 2026, for a chance to win an Easter
including the Easter Egg Hunt. Basket! All entries must be received by mail.

Tear out this page and mail it to The Vermont Journal, Two winners will be notified by phone.

o EISTER WOBDSEERY
Town o
Phone: Age: UPHGBIKEGGS
DESIGN YOUR OWN EASTER EGGS A BN S G E SN
| UN Y N L FP AO
THTCNAPAMW
- CANDYMBZEAQ
HV OFTUBXUPSC
| O S RHAPPYDO
CKAPRI L CON
KWGCNTMBT K
EASTER EGG HUNT! Locate all four Easter Eggs below on a differ- HOP I NSUVMW
ent page in the paper, and write down what page you found them on: l
, WORD LIST
PN Ao APRIL  GAMES
Accadsd
1 & o
CHICK HUNT
~ EGGS LAMB
XX

Have a
Happy Easter!

Ludlow Insurance Agency, Inc. £
802-228-8823
150 Main St, Ludlow, VT

N\

802.345.9241 | Mzacarias.10@gmail.com
571VT-103, Chester | Next to One Credit Union

802-228-2886 | 47 Depot St. Ludlow VT
| b neou Find us on Facebook and Instagram

Breakfast | Grinders & Wraps | Pasta | Pizza

A Shop at your

MARY W DAVIS Local Hardware Store!

REALTOR & ASSOCIATES Hardware - Lumber - Kitchen - More

Vo 182 Pleasant St.
0133y —, \ludiow, VT 05149
EE! UILDING SUPPLY, INC. (802) 228-4665
802-463-4940 www.okemorealestate.com Open Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat 7-3

Happy Easter!

65 Rockingham St. - Bellows Falls, VT info@davisandcompany.com - 802-228-8811

@ LUNDGREN . .
Subaru of Claremont %WM Y %QMW
SUBARU A family run business since 1964 .
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Stephen F. Burpee, 1957-2026

Dorothy A. Buxton, 1936-2026

Paul D. Dexter, 1941-2026 £

Paul

CAVENDISH, Vt. - Ste-
phen F. Burpee, 68, of Cav-
endish, Vt., passed away
on Jan. 23, 2026, at Dart-
mouth-Hitchcock Medical
Center, surrounded by his
family.

He was born on Dec. 9,
1957, in Windsor, Vt., the
son of Francis Burpee and
Geraldine (Baker) Burpee.
He attended schools in
Weathersfield and gradu-
ated from Windsor High
School in 1975.

Stephen worked as a
carpenter and log cabin
builder. He had a deep love
for the outdoors, espe-
cially hunting, and enjoyed
spending time with family
and friends throughout his
life.

He is survived by his
loving wife, Cathy; his
daughter, Jessica, and her
husband, John Ellis; his
grandchildren, Emily De-
ome and Isabelle Hitch-
cock; and his great-grand-
children, Avery, Reagan,

Stephen Burpee, 1957-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

and Theodore Deome. He
is also survived by his step-
grandchildren, Nathan and
Matthew  Shambo-Hitch-
cock, and Vayda and Pres-
ley Ellis; his sister, Debbie
Burpee Currie; as well as
several nieces, nephews,
cousins, and extended fam-
ily members.

His best friend was his
beloved dog, Ashlee.

A Celebration of Life
will be announced at a later
date.

First Congregational Church of Westminster, 3470

U.S. Route 5

The First Congregational Church of Westminster will
hold the following services for Holy Week and Easter:

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. -
Dorothy A. “Dottie” Bux-
ton, 89, died Sunday, March
15, 2026, at the Gill Odd
Fellows Home in Ludlow,
Vt. She was born on Aug.
22, 1936, in Springfield,
Vt., the daughter of Earl
and Pearl (Shippy) Snide.
She attended Springfield
schools.

Dottie was a homemaker
and at-home child care pro-
vider, and assisted her hus-
band Dean with grounds-
keeping and bookkeeping
for the Plain Cemetery in
Perkinsville for many years.

Dottie enjoyed cooking,
and loved to feed her fam-
ily and friends. She was
well known for her Dot
Dot rolls. She also enjoyed
her cats, crocheting, and
sewing. She loved the color
purple, and was affection-
ately called Grammy Purple
by her grandchildren.

She is survived by her
children James Jenks, Mary
LoSavio, Deborah Poire,
and Peggy Grote; stepchil-
dren Tammy Buxton and
Deana Fuller; brother Eddy
Snide; sister-in-law Sally
Buxton; many grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren,
and great-great-grandchil-
dren; and a special neigh-
bor whom she considered
like a grandchild.

She was predeceased by
her parents; her husband
Dean; her daughter Nancy
Macey; her siblings Don-
ald, James, Robert, Arthur,
Bernice, Gail, and Barbara;
and her stepdaughters Deb-
orah and Terri Lynn.

A Celebration of Life will
be held on her birthday,
Aug. 22, with details an-
nounced later.

Davis Memorial Chapel
in Springfield, Vt., is assist-
ing with arrangements.

Charlestown Bible Church, 37 Hammond Rd.
Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Sunday
Worship at 10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m. Wednesday Prayer
Meeting at 7 p.m. To hear a sermon or learn more go to
www.charlestownbiblechurch.org. Call 603-826-5121
for more info or to request a personal Bible study.

Palm Sunday, March 29 - Palms blessed and distributed
at 10 a.m., Tenebrae service at 7 p.m.; Holy Thursday,
April 2 - Soup meal in the church hall at 5 p.m., service
of the Last Supper at 6 p.m., in the church; Good Friday,
April 3 — Church open 12-3 p.m. for personal prayer
and Good Friday service, with veneration of the Cross at
6 p.m.; Easter Sunday, April 5 — Sunrise at Kurn Hattin
Mayo Building, at 6:40 a.m. Easter breakfast to follow
in the church hall. Main Easter service at 10 a.m., in the
church. Please join us, we are a growing congregation.
The Rev. Rich O’Donnell serves as Pastor. We hope to
see you.

Ludlow Baptist Church, 99 Main St.

The Ludlow Baptist Church, on the Green in Ludlow,
invites you to their Easter services. He is risen! There will
be a Good Friday service on Friday, April 3, at 6:30
p.m. On Easter Sunday, the church will hold a sunrise
service at 8:30 a.m., Easter breakfast at 9:30 a.m., and
worship service at 11 a.m. Join us, all are welcome.

Second Congregational Church of Londonderry,
2051 N. Main St.

The Second Congregational Church in Londonderry
invites all to their Holy Week Services. Palm Sunday is
Sunday, March 30, and worship is at 9:30 a.m. We
have a wonderful Sunday school for young people.
On Good Friday, April 3, there will be a Good Friday
service at 7 p.m., at the church. On Easter Sunday,
April 5, our sunrise service will be at 6:15 a.m., at
1005 Landgrove Road, Londonderry. Easter Worship
is in the church sanctuary, at 9:30 a.m., followed by
our annual Easter egg hunt in the sanctuary, and Easter
brunch in our downstairs Friendship Room. On Easter
Sunday, everyone is invited to decorate the cross on
the lawn of the church with a flower as a sign and
celebration of the Resurrection. For more information,
please call the church office at 802-824-6453, or visit
www.2ndcongregationalchurchvt.org.

First Baptist Church of Bellows Falls, 9 Church St.
Traditional Baptist Services held Sunday mornings at 10
a.m. Handicap accessible. 802-463-3220.

Immanuel Episcopal Church, 20 Church St.
Services are held most Sundays at 10 a.m., in person.
Please join us. All are welcome. For more information
go to Facebook @mmanuelEppiscopalChurch or to our
website www.immanuelepiscopal.org.

St. James United Methodist Church, 570 Main St.
Please join us Sundays, at 8:45 a.m. All are welcome.
For more information, go to www.facebook.com/
stiamesumcproctorsville.

Charlestown Congregational Church, 71 Main St.
Sunday service starts at 10 a.m. All are welcome. For
more information, call 603-826-3335.
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OBITUARIES:

A 200-word obituary is $100, and $0.60 per word
thereafter. A photo is an additional $20. Email to
editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday at 12 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES:

We run Church Services on an alternating schedule.
Subject to space. All services are posted online at www.
VermontJournal.com.
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Chester Baptist Church, 162 Main St.

Worship is Sundays at 10:30 a.m. For more
information, including online streaming, go to www.
chesterbaptist.org.

Holy Family Parish, St. Joseph’s Church, 148 South
Main St.

Saturday confessions at 3 p.m., Mass at 4 p.m.
Wednesday Mass at 9 a.m. For more information,
contact stmarys05156@gmail.com, call 802-885-3400,

or visit www.holyfamilyvermont.com.

Ucr’\ion-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 133 Old Church
Rd.

Weekly service of morning prayer or Holy Communion
held on Sunday, at 9:30 a.m.

Annunciation Catholic Church, Corner of Depot and
High St.

Masses are celebrated on Saturday at 4:30 p.m. and
on Sunday at @ a.m. For further information, see our

website at churchoftheannunciation.org, or call us at
802-228-3451.

Bow Baptist Church, 1102 Route 5, Weathersfield
Bow

Sunday services are 10 a.m., 11 a.m., and é p.m., and
Wednesday Bible Study and prayer at 7 p.m. For more
information, call 802-546-4902.

Unitarian Universalist Church, 21 Fairground Rd.
Sunday Services are at 10 a.m., in person and on
Zoom. For more information, go to www.uuspringfieldvt.
org.

Holy Family Parish, St. Mary’s Church, 10 Pleasant
St.

Sunday Mass at 9 a.m. Weekday Mass Monday

and Friday, at 9 a.m.; and Tuesday, at 5:30 p.m.
Confessions at 6 p.m. For more information, contact
stmarys05156@gmail.com, call 802-885-3400, or visit
www.holyfamilyvermont.com.

St. John's Episcopal Church, corner of Westminster

and Elm St.

Sunday services are 10 a.m. in person or via Zoom. For
more information, go to www.stjohnswalpole.org, email

pastor@stjohnswalpole.org, or leave a message at 603-
756-4533.
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' Easter
‘ He s Risen!
Ludlow Baptist Church

On the Green
6:30 pm Good Friday Service
8:30 am Sunrise Service
9:30 am Easter Breakfast
11:00 am Worship Service

CHESTER, Vt. -
Douglas Dexter Sr., 84,

passed away  Saturday,
March 14, at his home in
Chester, Vt.

Paul was born at Rock-
ingham Hospital in Bellows
Falls, Vt., on Oct. 15, 1941,
to Elaine Katherine Cray
Dexter and George Leland
Dexter. He graduated from
Bellows Falls High School
in 1960. He attended Put-
ney School and gradu-
ated from Northampton
Commercial College. Paul
served in the U.S. Army at
Fort Dix, N.J.

Paul owned Dexter Roof-
ing Inc. in Bellows Falls, Vt.,
and the Townshend Corner
Store in Townshend, Vt.
Later in life, he owned The
Stuffed Bun in Townshend
with his wife Charmien and
son Jeff.

Paul was married on
Jan. 16, 1965, to Charmien
Rousseau, at St. Charles
Church. He is survived by
his wife, Charmien; and his
children Paul Douglas Dex-
ter Jr. (Carol), Melissa Ann
Bills (Norman), and Jeffery
Leland Dexter (Heather).

He is also survived by his
grandchildren Justin Dex-
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Paul Dexter, 1941-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

ter (Reyna), Jenna Sanchez
(Josh), Emilio Sanchez (An-
drew), Nicholas Bills (Jessi-
ca), Madison Pratt (Tyler),
Junius Dexter (Madison);
and his great-grandchil-
dren Xander Dexter, Avery
Bills, and Levi Pratt.

Per Paul’s wishes, there
will be no services.

If you want to make a
donation in Paul’s name,
please consider Neighbor-
hood Connections, P.O.
Box 207, Londonderry, VT
05148.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

Gary M. Lewis, 1956-2026

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Gary Martin Lewis, 69,
passed away unexpectedly
on Feb. 3, 2026. Above all
else, he will be remembered
asa good man who loved his
family and friends deeply.

He was born on Aug.
25, 1956, in New Britain,
Conn., to Joan and Calvin
Lewis. He was the oldest of
their four children. Gary
spent much of his child-
hood at his grandfather’s
farm, working and enjoying
life as a farm kid. In 1969,
the family moved to Spring-
field, Vt., following his fa-
ther’s job at Idlenot Dairy.

Gary attended Spring-
field schools, participating
in cross-country, ski team,
and track and field, and
graduating in 1974. After
graduation, he followed in
his father’s footsteps and
began working at Idlenot
Dairy, where he and his fa-
ther worked together until
Idlenot’s closing in 1992.

In his younger years,
Gary enjoyed four-wheel-
ing, and dirt bike riding and
racing, through which he
built many lasting friend-
ships and memories. He
also enjoyed a good game
of racquetball or volleyball,
as well as golf tournaments.
He met his future wife, Kim
Watson, while they were in
high school. After Kim re-
turned from college, they
began their relationship,
and were married on Aug.
22, 1981, sharing nearly 45
years together. They built
their home in Perkinsville,
Vt., where they raised their
three sons, Cole, Devin, and
Karson.

Gary always prioritized
family first. He was an ex-
tremely hard worker who
couldnt sit still. When he
wasn't working, he spent
his time with his boys bik-
ing, skiing, skating, sled-
ding, swimming, throwing
the baseball, playing a good
game of Horse, and teach-
ing them life lessons in his
own way. As they grew, he
became a coach for mul-
tiple sports at Weathersfield
schools. During this time,
he also became a second fa-
ther figure to many of their
friends. Gary and Kim at-
tended nearly every game,
often being the loudest sup-
porters in the stands.

Gary loved spending
time with his family, from
holidays and gatherings, to
trips to Winchester, annual
camping trips, time spent
in Keene with the Dodge
family, and visits to the
lake house with the Watson

Gary Lewis, 1956-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

family. He loved his family
deeply, and there are count-
less stories that reflect that
love.

After Idlenot Dairy
closed, Gary worked at
Ben & Jerrys until they
moved out of the area. He
later worked for several lo-
cal companies, including
Gurney Brothers and P&L
Trucking, before finishing
his career delivering fuel for
Abenaki Fuels.

In October 2021, Gary
became a grandfather to his
first grandson, one of the
greatest highlights of his
life. In June 2023, he wel-
comed his granddaughter.
Shortly after her birth, Gary
retired to spend more time
with his grandchildren. He
was a loving grandfather
who enjoyed making them
laugh, keeping them enter-
tained, getting into a little
mischief, and sharing do-
nuts.

Gary was always ready to
help others, especially fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors.
If his boys needed him,
he was there immediately,
never asking for anything
in return, though he never
turned down an ice-cold
beer at the end of the day.

Gary and Kim experi-
enced the unimaginable
loss of their youngest son,
Karson, in April 2025, fol-
lowing a battle with brain
cancer. Gary carried this
loss deeply, along with the
loss of his father, Calvin,
and his best friend, Brian
Dodge.

Gary is survived by his
wife, Kim, of 44 vyears;
his son Cole and his wife,
Claire; his son Devin; his
beloved grandchildren,
Brooks and Burkley; his
mother, Joan; his brothers,
Bob and Alan; his sister,
Carol; and many aunts, un-
cles, cousins, brothers- and
sisters-in-law, nieces, and
nephews.

A celebration of Gary’s
life will be held May 16, at 2
p.m., at Crown Point Coun-
try Club.
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MARCH 27 -

LUDLOW, Vt. = The annual
ham and kielbasa raffle
hosted by the American
Legion Auxiliary and the
Sons of the American
Legion will be held on
Friday, March 27, starting
at 5:30 p.m., at the Ludlow
American Legion Post

36, 133 Main Street. All
proceeds benefit veterans
and youth programs. There
will be 10 rounds, with
numerous additional prizes
per round. This event is
open to the public, and all
are welcome.

MARCH 27-28 -
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. -
The Charlestown Senior
Center, 223 Old Springfield
Road, will hold their annual
rummage sale on Friday
March 27, and Saturday,
March 28, from 8 a.m. -1
p.m. both days. The bake
sale portion will be held on
Saturday only.

MARCH 28 -

CHESTER, Vt. = On
Saturday, March 28, a
third No Kings Day, a
nationwide day of protest,
will be held in Chester.
Residents of Chester and
neighboring towns will

gather in solidarity on the

ROAD FOREMAN - TOWN OF WESTON, VT

The Town of Weston is seeking a full-time Road Foreman
to oversee maintenance of town roads and supervise the
road crew. Position includes equipment operation, project
coordination, and emergency response including winter
storm operations.

CDL required or ability to obtain.

Competitive salary and benefits.

Send resume and cover letter to:

Town of Weston, PO Box 98, Weston VT 05161

or email selectboard@westonvt.org

Full job description available at: www.westonvt.org
Position open until filled.

EOE.

Administrative Assistant
Weston Selectboard (Part-Time)

The Town of Weston, Vermont is seeking a highly organized
and reliable Administrative Assistant to support the
Selectboard and assist with daily municipal operations.

Responsibilities include meeting coordination, agenda
and minutes preparation, public communication, records
management, and general administrative support.

Schedule: Approximately 20 hours per week
Location: Weston Town Office
Pay: Based on experience

Strong organizational, communication, and computer skills
required. Municipal experience preferred but not required.

Full job description and application available at: www.
westonvt.org

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders, and
mortgagees of property in the Town of Andover, in the
County of Windsor and State of Vermont, are hereby
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2021-
2022, 2022-2023, 2023-2024, and 2024-2025 tax years
remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid on the following
described property in such Town, to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to
Christopher T. Meyer and Kathleen R. Meyer by Quit Claim
Deed of Bruce P. Meyer and Sylvia A. Meyer dated January
30, 2006 and recorded on February 3, 2006 in Book 48 at
Page 451 of the Andover Land Records. Reference is made
to the stipulation between Bruce Meyer and Sylvia Meyer
and The Town of Andover, et al, dated January 24, 2006 and
recorded on May 10, 2006 in Book 49 at Page 257 of the
Andover Land Records. [E-911: 108 Gates Rd., Parcel
#011000058.400]

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5254, so much of such property
will be sold at public auction at the Town of Andover Office,
a public place located at 953 Weston-Andover Road, in
Andover, Vermont, on the 10th day of April, 2026, at 11:00
a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with costs,
unless previously paid. Dated at Andover, Vermont this 4th
day of March, 2026.

Jeanette Hazeltine, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

TOWN OF PLYMOUTH, VERMONT
PUBLIC WARNING - INVITATION FOR BIDS

The Town of Plymouth is accepting sealed bids for the
purchase of one (1) new 2026 Ford F-600 4x4 Chassis Cab
DRW.

The vehicle shall be equipped with, at minimum, the
following specifications: 6.7L Power Stroke V8 Diesel engine;
10-speed automatic transmission; 22,000 Ib. GVWR package;
snow plow preparation package; dual 410 AMP alternators;
dual battery system; trailer brake controller; skid plates;
limited slip axle; platform running boards; vinyl interior; and
all standard and associated equipment.

Bids should be marked “F-600 Chassis Cab” and emailed to
clerk@plymouthvt.org or mailed to Town of Plymouth, 68
Town Office Road, Plymouth, Vermont 05056 no later than
1:00 PM on Thursday, April 2, 2026.

Bids will be opened and/or read immediately after the
deadline in Plymouth Town Office Meeting Room. The
Select Board may award the bid at their regular meeting on
Monday, April 6, 2026.

The Town of Plymouth reserves the right to accept and or
reject any or all Bids/Proposals as they deem to be in the best
interest of the town. This solicitation in no way obligates the
Town of Plymouth to award a contract.

For questions, please contact Larry Lynds at 802-672-3535
or visit www.plymouthvt.org

Chester Village Green,
from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m,,
to reject authoritarianism
and show the world what
democracy really looks like.
For more information and
to register for this event
visit www.mobilize.us/s/
taGwYu, or contact Steve
Dock at styeve35@gmail.
com.

LUDLOW, Vt. — The Black
River Academy Museum
proudly presents “Love
Letters” by A.R. Gurney,
performed by George
and Linda Thomson, on
Saturday, March 28,

at 7 p.m., at the Heald
Auditorium in the Ludlow
Town Hall, 37 Depot Street.
This is a fundraiser for the
museum. Tickets can be
purchased the night of the
event, or prior to the event
at local businesses.

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. -
Jamelot will be held on
March 28, from 5:30-8:30
p.m., at Vermont Vines
Vineyard, featuring wine
tastings and live music. Our
tasting room opens at 12
p.m., so feel free to come
early, sip some of our finest

wines, and get ready for
an unforgettable evening.
Come for the wine, stay for
the tunes. We can’t wait to
see you there. There is a
small cover charge; thank
you for supporting local
farms/music.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -

The Springfield United
Methodist Church, 10
Valley Street, is having

a silent auction during

the farmers market on
Saturday, March 28, from
10 a.m. = 1 p.m. Everyone
is welcome.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. -
There will be a No Kings
rally on Saturday, March
28, from 1-3 p.m., on
Main Street in Charlestown.
Please join the Charlestown
Democrats and friends to
peacefully protest against
the actions of the Trump
administration. Bring

your own posters. For
more information, email
democratscharlestownnh@
gmail.com.

WESTMORELAND, N.H. -
Books and More Thrift
Shoppe, 9 South Village

GREEN MOUNTAIN PRESCHOOL
Enrolling for the 26-’27 school year

If your child will be 3 or 4 years old by August, 31, 2026, we
would love to have you join us!

Please call 802-875-7758 for more information
and to register.

Cavendish Town Elementary School
573 Main Street, Proctorsville, VT

BELLOWS FALLS VILLAGE CORPORATION
PUBLIC NOTICE

WATER MAIN FLUSHING

THE BELLOWS FALLS VILLAGE CORPORATION WATER SYSTEM WILL BE
FLUSHED WEEKDAYS FROM 9:00 A.M. — 3:00 P.M. BEGINNING WEDNESDAY,
April 1, 2026, AND CONTINUING THROUGH Thursday 30, 2026.

SOME AREAS MAY EXPERIENCE ROILY WATER BUT THIS CONDITION
SHOULD CORRECT ITSELF IN A SHORT TIME.

IF YOU HAVE PROBLEMS, PLEASE CALL THE BELLOWS FALLS WATER
DEPT. AT 802-463-1232. THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

Travis Kemp
Chief Operator
Bellows Falls Water Dept.

Cavendish Town Elementary School
Kindergarten Registration
Monday, April 13th - Friday, April 17th

Parents residing in the town of Cavendish are invited to contact
Donna Hamilton at Cavendish Town Elementary School office
at donna.hamilton@trsu.org to register their child who will be
five years of age by September 1, 2026.

When you contact us, we will provide further information

on the registration process. The following documentation is
required for registration: birth certificate, current immunization
record, current physical exam and proof of residency.

For more information call: 802-875-7758
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LEGAL NOTICES

Common, will hold

its grand opening on
Saturday, March 28, from
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. All your
favorite items and more —
adult, young adult, and
children’s books; games
and puzzles; household
items; craﬁs; toys, and
more. Visit with old friends
and neighbors, and

meet new ones. Friendly
volunteer staff, great
prices, as well as a cozy
book nook with coffee and
refreshments.

APRIL 4 -

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The
Springfield Easter-egg hunt
will be held on April 4,

on the Commons. The first
hunt kicks off at 11 a.m.,
for children ages newborn
to 3 years old, followed
by a second hunt at 11:30
a.m., for kids aged 4 and
older. The Easter Bunny
will be there, ready to
pose for photos with the
community, making this a
delightful event for families.
Sponsored by the Town

of Springfield Parks and
Recreation Department,
with a partnership from
Springfield on the Move,
this festive day promises
fun and excitement for
everyone.

APRIL7 -

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Tai Chi
Vermont-certified teacher Jo
Bregnard will teach a new
tai chi form, bafa wubu,
online and in person,

on Tuesday, April 7, at

the Springfield Unitarian
Universalist Meetinghouse,
21 Fairground Road.
Recordings are available.
Sponsored by Senior
Solutions. All are welcome.
Head to the meetinghouse,
or, for access to the
livestream or recording,
visit studio.jobregnard.
com/product/92447

to sign up. For more
information, email jo@
jobregnard.com.

MONDAYS -
WESTON, Vt. - Bingo is
Monday nights at 7 p.m.

at the Weston Rod & Gun
Club, 982 Route 100,

1.5 miles north of Weston
Village. All are welcome.

TUESDAYS -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — The
Springfield Senior Center,

139 Main Street, will hold
drop-in corn hole games
every Tuesday, at 1 p.m.
For more information,
contact executive director
Lori Johnson at 802-885-
3933 or lorijohnsonssc@

gmail.com.

STATE OF VERMONT

PROBATE DIVISION
Docket No.: 25— PR -coe 3%

SUPERIOR COURT
Windsor EI Unit
In re ESTATE of :

John P. Lynch

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the Creditors of: John P. Lynch

late of Windsor

Decedent

Dated:

S3¥/\0/20) ¢

Decedent’s Town of Residence

| have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims against the decedent or the
estate must present their claims in writing within four (4) months of the first publication of this notice.
The claim must be presented to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The
claim may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.

Signature of Fiduciary

Executor/Administrator

Thomas Lynch

Mailing Address

c/o Parker & Ankuda, PC, PO Box 519

Phone Number Email

802-885-2582

parkerankuda@vermontel.net

City, State, Zip
Springfield, VT 05156

Name of Publication:

Publication Date:

Name of Probate Court:
Address of Probate Court:

The Vermont Journal

March 25, 2026

Verrmont Superior Court, Windsor Unit

12 The Green

Woodstock, VT 05091

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Cribbage is played at the
Claremont Senior Center, 5
Acer Heights, on Tuesdays,
at 1 p.m. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Men'’s pool games are
played every Tuesday

and Thursday, from 9
a.m. - 12 p.m., at the
Claremont Senior Center,
5 Acer Heights. All men
are welcome. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

WEDNESDAYS -
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Knitting Together, every
Wednesday, 1-3 p.m., at
Village Square Booksellers,
knitting hats and mittens
for our school kids. We
provide yarn, some
direction, and an enjoyable
visit. Acrylic yarn donations
are always welcome. For
more information, contact

Caroline ot 802-463-4653.

THURSDAYS -
CHESTER, Vt. - The Black
River Memory Cafe is
held on the first Thursday
of each month, at St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church,
313 Main Street, from

11 a.m. -1 p.m. The
memory cafe is free to
attend, and offers a safe
and comfortable space
where caregivers and
their loved ones living with
dementia or Alzheimer’s
can socialize, listen to
music, play games, and
enjoy other appropriate
activities. For questions,
please call 802-885-
2669 or 866-673-8376,
or email memorycafe@
seniorsolutionsvt.org.

TYSON, Vt. - The Tyson
Ladies Aid Library
Association meets the first
Thursday of each month,
typically at the Tyson
Library. Lunch is served at
11:30 a.m. and meetings
start at noon. Please

call Janine Norman at
802-228-8764 for more
information or to verify
meeting location.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vi. -
Genealogy enthusiast
Wayne Blanchard will be
at the Rockingham Library
on Thursdays, from 10:30
a.m. - 12 p.m. If you own
a laptop, please bring it
along. Both beginners and
seasoned genealogists are
welcome.

GRAFTON, Vt. — A free
playgroup for children from
newborns to age 5 will be
held at Grafton Elementary
School on Thursday
mornings, from 9:30-10:30
a.m. Activities will include
songs, games, and arts and
crafts. Contact Heather with
any questions at 802-843-
4792.

FRIDAYS -

SAXTONS RIVER, Vi. -
Main Street Arts, 35

Main Street, will hold the
“Originals & Traditionals”
Open Mic Night on the
fourth Friday of every
month, from 7-9 p.m.,
hosted by musician Putnam
Smith. All material should
be original or “traditional”
(i.e., in the public domain).
If you have any questions,
please contact Smith at
putnamsmith@gmail.com.
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Dear Editor,

As Pattie McCoy, our mi-
nority leader, stated, “Ver-
monters deserve to be able to
live, work, raise a family, and
retire here without facing an
affordability crisis. I am com-
mitted to working with Gov.
Scott and my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to make
Vermont more affordable and
the best place to live.

Overview

The first half of the 2026
legislative session has been
busy, with roughly 400 bills
filed in the House of Repre-
sentatives alone. Gov. Scott
delivered his State of the State
address and budget recom-
mendations. He focused on
the need for education reform
to stop property taxes from
skyrocketing, and a general
fund budget that lives within
our means. [ support the
governor’s efforts! As always,
I welcome your thoughts and
feedback on any of these is-
sues we are grappling with.
Many of these bills that would
begin to solve our affordabil-
ity crisis, rather than kick-
ing the can down the road,
are held up and blocked in
various House committees.
Republicans still don't have
enough House seats to move
these practical solutions to
the House floor for a vote,
stalling any real progress I be-
lieve I was elected to support.

Legislative priorities

Education reform - Since
the 1990s, Vermont has lost
roughly 30,000 students, yet
our education structure re-
mains unchanged, with mas-
sive overhead, redundant
bureaucracy, and inequities
across towns. The latest re-
port card from the Agency of
Education shows that student
performance in Vermont is
declining, even though our
costs are among the highest
in the US.A. Our students
deserve an education system
built for their future - one
that puts outcomes first, not
the goals of special interests
or the status quo. I remain
committed to working with
Gov. Scott to put our kids
first.

Property taxes — In 2023
and 2024, the average Ver-
monter faced back-to-back,
double-digit property tax in-
creases. This is unaffordable,
unsustainable, and unaccept-
able, which is why many Ver-
monters went to the polls in
2024 to help restore balance
in Montpelier. Rest assured
that your trust is paying off.
Last year, the average prop-
erty tax increase approved
by the legislature was just
1%, compared to 13.8% the
year prior. We also passed a
bipartisan education finance
reform package that requires
the legislature to continue to
work this year on finding a
long-term solution to pay for
education in Vermont. I re-

bills, but our work has just
begun.

Affordability - This year,
numerous pieces of legisla-
tion have been introduced
to lower the cost of living in
Vermont, including stabi-
lizing our health insurance
market to lower premiums,
easing red tape for housing to
lower cost; further reducing
taxes for all vulnerable popu-
lations, such as retirees living
on fixed incomes; and much
more. I am supportive of all
efforts to make Vermont a
more affordable place to live,
work, raise a family, and re-
tire. A root-cause challenge
is to find substantive ways to
attract and retain productive,
tax-paying families.

There are a handful of bills
I would like to see brought to
the floor to be debated and
hopefully passed: H.585, to
reduce health care costs by
offering low-cost insurance
coverage options; H.602,
to ease housing red tape by
simplifying housing rules to
increase supply; H.721, to in-
crease public safety by chang-
ing the court system (e.g., to
restrict sentence reductions
for repeat felony offenders or
probation violators); H.754,
to establish a repeat-offender
statute permitting the State of
Vermont to seek stricter pen-
alties; H.759, to repeal several
tax types and replace them
with a flat income tax; H.767,
to “pause” multiple climate-
change related laws for eight
years; H.769, to reduce legal
risk for parents who choose
to allow their children to en-
gage in safe activities without
supervision; H.774, to cap
education property tax rates
for 2027-2029 at 2026 levels;
H.778, to require the Division
of Emergency Management
to develop a plan for each
dam that puts people signifi-
cantly in harms way; H.780,
to establish required mini-
mum sentences of incarcera-
tion for retail theft and drug
trafficking; H.842, to improve
the composition of members
of the Commission on Pub-
lic School Employee Health
Benefits board; H.900, to ex-
empt all social security ben-
efits from Vermont personal
income tax; S.300, to require
hospital screenings for fen-
tanyl as part of drug screen-
ing for diagnosing a patient’s
condition; $.303, to amend
requirements on the three-
acre stormwater discharge
permit; and S.304, to declare

a public policy encouraging
sharing of divorced parents’
rights for the good of our
children.

Most probably, none of
these bills will even get to the
floor for debate or a vote. Re-
publicans are still in the mi-
nority even though Vermont-
ers sent a record number of
Republicans to Montpelier
because they believe the leg-
islature is on the wrong track.

It's an honor to serve you
in Montpelier, and I will con-
tinue to look for ways to work
with anyone willing to make
Vermont safer and more af-
fordable so that we can attract
productive families who want
to enjoy and keep Vermont
beautiful. May God bless you,
and may God bless America.

Regards,
Rep. Kevin C. Winter
Rutland-Windsor District

Dear Editor,

In his 1796 farewell ad-
dress, President George
Washington counseled
Americans to pursue peace
and commerce while lim-
iting political entangle-
ments - especially “per-
manent alliances” with
foreign nations. Until 1917,
our elected representatives
attempted to abide by this
advice.

President Woodrow Wil-
son broke with the long-
held restraint Washington
urged by committing our
nation to World War I,
during which 116,516 U.S.
military personnel lost
their lives. Since 1918, ap-
proximately 620,000 to
650,000 American military
personnel have died in for-
eign wars.

In the aftermath of
9/11, more than 940,000
people died due to direct
war violence in Irag, Af-
ghanistan, Syria, Yemen,
and Pakistan, according
to estimates by Brown
University’s Costs of War
Project. More than 432,000
of those deaths were civil-
ians. When indirect deaths
caused by disease, starva-
tion, and infrastructure de-
struction are included, the
figure rises to an estimated
4.5 to 4.7 million.

These wars also carry an
enormous financial price
tag. The U.S. has spent $8
trillion on post-9/11 wars,
including at least $2.2 tril-

BUYING /SELLING

BUYING-SELLING  Coins, Paper
$3, Vintage Sports Postcards,
Comics. See our displays at
antique centers in Chester and
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available.

CLEAN OUTS +
MORE

EZ-Dump Enterprises has a
15-yard dump trailer available.

Dear Editor,

We wish to express our
sincere gratitude to the
Weston Volunteer Fire De-
partment, who jumped to
action the night of March 18
to put out a fire in a dump-
ster at the Wilder Memorial
Library construction site in

lion in obligations to care for
veterans over the coming de-
cades.

Dwight D. Eisenhower,
another wise president and
a five-star general in the U.S.
Army, warned that every dol-
lar spent on weapons and
war is ultimately taken from
“those who hunger and are
not fed, those who are cold
and are not clothed.” A society
that sacrifices its peoples la-
bor, innovation, and future to
sustain perpetual war is hol-
lowing itself out from within.

The elected representa-
tives who darken the halls
of power today have neither
read George Washington nor
heeded Eisenhower’s wisdom.
They follow Wilsonian liberal
internationalism, which casts
the U.S. as a global policeman
obligated to pursue interven-
tionist policies. But history
has completely discredited
this foreign policy.

The statistics of death and
destruction from perpetual
war reaffirm my conviction
that the American people
must learn the lessons of his-
tory — and do it better and
faster. The 2026 midterms are
upon us. We must demand
that all candidates tell us
where they stand on the hu-
manitarian costs of war, so we
can make informed decisions
and hold them accountable.

Sincerely,
Stu Lindberg
Cavendish, Vt.

Town of Chester
Housing Commission Opening

Looking for an opportunity to serve your community? The
Town of Chester has an open position for appointment to
the Housing Commission. Interested parties should submit
a letter of interest to julie hance@chestervt.gov or Town of

We're also here for heating
equipment, appliance removal,
home/storage unit clean outs,
stump grinding, and refinishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfield, Vt. area. Call/text
802-376-1168 or email ezdump.
bl@gmail.com.

ELECTRICIAN

LEVI ELECTRIC - 917-417-7880
levielectricvt.com — Trusted resi-
dential electrician with 10+ years
experience. Upgrades, lighting,
EV chargers, panels, service calls.

Weston. Thanks to their swift
and professional action, we are
happy to share that all is well
and there was no damage to
the library or the site. The li-
brary is under construction as
we near completion of a signif-
icant renovation and expan-
sion project. While the library
is under construction, we are
open at a temporary location
at the Old Parish Church, on
Main Street in Weston.

The fire was contained to
the dumpster, and the fire
department was there in full
force to put it out quickly. We
are grateful to so many, includ-
ing the incredible volunteers
at the Weston Volunteer Fire
Department, Fire Chief Brian
Lundberg, and Michelle and
Luke Bonang, who first saw

Proctorsville-based. Quality work,
fair pricing, free estimates.

FOR SALE

GRAFTON, Vt. — 2005 GMC Ser-
ria, SLE 2500HD DSL, 4dr/4wd,
$8500. 2020 GMC Sierra SLT
2500HD DSL, 4dr/4wd, Fisher
V-plow, 5th wheel set up, side tool
boxes, $36,000. 2020 GMC Si-
erra SLT 2500HD DSL, 4dr /4wd,
w/2025 Fisher V-plow and 2025
Fisher Sander, 5th wheel set up,
$46,000. Call 802-732-8494.

the fire and started the phone
tree that alerted the fire de-
partment and the library trust-
ees. Many more played impor-
tant roles, calling 911, calling
trustees, sharing photos, and
more. We are so lucky to have
such a caring community here
in Weston.

The fire was an isolated in-
cident, and construction con-
tinues on schedule. We are
making progress every day to-
ward completing construction
and opening the library early
this summer. We can't wait to
share this special space with all
of you.

With gratitude,

Deborah Granquist, Trustee
Chair

Faye Mack, Library Director

-

candidate or party.
.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Subject to space. May be
edited for clarity, grammatical errors, and libelous statements.
Must be kept under 400 words. Must include name and town
for publication. Viewpoints do not necessarily reflect the
views of The Vermont Journal & The Shopper.

POLITICAL LETTERS Due to the volume of political
letters we receive during elections, and the increased cost
of adding pages to the paper to print them all, political
letters are charged at the rate of $75 for 200 words, and
$0.50 per word thereafter. Political letters include endorsing,
electioneering, or campaigning for, or against, a specific
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SPRINGFIELD

SCHOOL DISTRICT

—
—

—)
—

APPLY
TODAY

SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT
301 SOUTH STREET

SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT 05156 [
WWW.SSDVT.ORG <

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR...

A MEANINGFUL CAREER
FAMILY FRIENDLY HOURS
COMPETITIVE WAGES
EXCELLENT BENEFITS

PHYSICAL PLANT SUPERVISOR, SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS, SCHOOL
PSYCHOLOGISTS, SPEECH LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST, INSTRUCTIONAL
PARAEDUCATORS, CUSTODIAL STAFF AND SUBSTITUTES

UPDATED SUBSTITUTE PAY STRUCTURE!!

alize that savings have yet to
show up in our property tax

Chester, P.O. Box 370, Chester, VT 05143 by March 27, 2026.

TOWN OF CHESTER
NOTICE OF HEARING
FOR SUBDIVISION PERMIT

Jared Manasek & Carey Kasten have applied for a
Subdivision Permit for a property located at 1258

Grafton Road in the Town of Chester. The proposed minor
subdivision will divide the existing property into a Lot 1 of
80.03 acres and a remainder Lot 2 of 5.04 acres.

The Town of Chester Development Review Board will
conduct a site visit at 5:30 PM on Monday, April

13, 2026, at 1258 Grafton Road (accessed via Linden Way)
and will hold a hearing on this application at 6:00 PM

on Monday, April 13, 2026, at the Chester Town Hall at
556 Elm Street in Chester. A copy of the application and
additional information may be obtained from the Zoning
Administrator. Participation in this hearing in person, via
videoconference, or in writing is a prerequisite to the right
to take any subsequent appeal.

A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom
videoconference may be found on the Town of Chester
website home page at www.chestervt.gov.

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 19th day of March 2026.

Hugh Quinn

Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
zoning@chestervt.gov

TOWN OF CHESTER
NOTICE OF HEARING
FOR SUBDIVISION PERMIT

Sharon Baker has applied for a Subdivision Permit for

a property located at 78 Common Street in the Town of
Chester. The proposed minor subdivision will divide the
existing property into a Lot 1 of .11 acres and a remainder
Lot 2 of .14 acres.

The Town of Chester Development Review Board will
conduct a site visit at 5:00 PM on Monday, April 13, 2026,
at 78 Common Street and will hold a hearing on this
application at 6:00 PM on Monday, April 13, 2026, at the
Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester. A copy
of the application and additional information may be
obtained from the Zoning Administrator. Participation in
this hearing in person, via videoconference, or in writing
is a prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent
appeal.

A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom
videoconference may be found on the Town of Chester
website home page at www.chestervt.gov.

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 19th day of March 2026.

Hugh Quinn

Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
zoning@chestervt.gov

TOWN OF CHESTER
PLANNING COMMISSION
MEETING NOTICE
Act 181 Tier 3 Overview

The Chester Planning Commission is pleased to invite Alex
Weinhagen, Board Member on the State of Vermont’s Land
Use Review Board, to join us to review work underway on
Act 181 to define maps and rules for Act 250 Tier 3 areas. The
meeting will be held on Monday, April 06, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.
at the Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester and

via Zoom at the following link found on the chestervt.gov
website https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81029256359.

What are Tier 3 areas?

Historically, Act 250 jurisdiction has been based on the

size of the development or subdivision, with a focus on
larger projects. Act 181 of 2024 implements location-based
jurisdiction reform by identifying three different areas. Tier

1 areas are planned for growth in and around village and
downtown centers, where Act 250 jurisdiction would be
reduced or eliminated entirely in favor of municipal-level
permitting and other State permitting (e.g., ANR, Division
of Fire Safety, etc.). Tier 3 areas are critical natural resources,
where Act 250 jurisdiction would be increased to cover more
types of development than today. Tier 2 areas are the rest of
the state, where Act 250 jurisdiction would remain largely as
we know it today, but with additional jurisdiction for projects
building more than 800 feet of new roads.

The purpose of the meeting is to raise awareness of this
important body of work, ask questions, and gather feedback
from the community.

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 19th day of March 2026.
Hugh Quinn, Planning Commission Chair
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Businesses can double energy
rebates with Efficiency Vermont —

REGION - Dairies and ice
cream makers. Breweries
and furniture builders. Hos-
pitals and colleges. Some
of Vermont’s most recog-
nizable businesses have
saved energy and cut costs
through Efficiency Ver-
monts rebates for custom
projects. Now, for a limited
time, any Vermont business
can double their rebate up
to $25,000 if they finish a
custom project by the end of
November.

“Doubling your rebate
is really an inflation buster
for businesses,” said Peter
Walke, managing director
of Efficiency Vermont. “It
can help operations of any
size make policy-proof in-
vestments this year. And the
energy savings from these
projects will help keep costs
lower for years to come.”

Custom projects are tai-
lored to meet each business’
unique needs and goals.

install the most efficient
equipment and make the
most cost-effective facil-
ity improvements. But busi-
nesses can only double their
rebate for a custom project
completed before the end of
November.

“You've got to start plan-
ning right away if you want
to get a custom project done
in time,” Walke added. “If
you want to double your
rebate for your business,
you've got to act now””

Past projects that received
Efficiency Vermont’s cus-
tom rebates include energy-
saving ice cream making
at Ben & Jerry’s facilities in
Waterbury and St. Albans,
cutting-edge refrigeration at
Lawsons Finest Liquids in
Waitsfield, LED lights and
HVAC upgrades at Land-
mark College in Putney, en-
ergy-conscious yogurt pro-
duction at Commonwealth
Dairy in Brattleboro, LED

Mills in Thetford, and smart
cooling at Central Vermont
Medical Center (CVMC) in
Berlin.

Efficiency Vermont has
other supports for busi-
nesses looking to invest in
efficiency, including those
listed below.

Free business energy con-
sultations for businesses
of any size - Understand
where energy and money
are being wasted in your
business, and learn about
incentives and rebates that
can help.

Rebates for preapproved
commercial tubular LED
(TLED) lamp replace-
ments — Rebates cover up
to 100% of product costs
for qualifying TLED lamps
that replace existing fluo-
rescent lamps.

Rebates for preapproved
agricultural LED lighting
projects — Rebates cover up
to 100% of a project’s total

ing facilities, farmyards,
dairy barns, process-
ing and sorting rooms,
milking parlors, and egg-
packing rooms.

Only new or current-
ly incomplete custom
projects are eligible for
a doubled rebate up to
$25,000. Eligible projects
may receive up to twice
the standard custom in-
centive with the total ad-
ditional incentive capped
at $25,000 or 100% of the
total project cost, which-
ever is less. Custom proj-
ects must be completed in
full by Nov. 30. This offer
is only available for a lim-
ited time, or until funds
run out this year. Dou-
bled rebates are not avail-
able for Efficiency Ver-
monts standard business
rebates. Additional terms
and conditions apply. See
Efficiency Vermont’s cus-
tom project rebate page

The Vermont Journal

DIRECTORY

Funding

available to
organizations
through the
Crosby-Gannett

Fund

BRATTLEBORO, Vt. -
Funding is now available
for Vermont organiza-
tions in the Brattleboro
area, through the Cros-
by-Gannett Fund grant
program. The purpose
of the fund is to support
endeavors that contrib-
ute to the betterment and
vitality of the Brattleboro
area.

The Crosby-Gannett
Fund awards a grant to
one applicant annually.
The grant term will be

and the grantee will receive
$7,500 per year, totaling
$22,500 over the three-year
period. The goal of this
model is to provide reli-
able capacity-building sup-
port to creative ideas and
community-based organi-
zations, enabling meaning-
ful improvements in the
Brattleboro area.
Applications must be
submitted by Tuesday, April
28, at 5 p.m. Please visit
www.vermontcf.org/cros-
by-gannett to learn more

This ensures businesses lighting at Pompanoosuc costs in livestock or sugar- for additional details. active for three years, and apply.
TAYLOR HILL FULLY INSURED
AHENS, VY asias mzzstatss || R E. HINKLEY CO., INC.

8 Lane Ridge Rd. « PO. Box 832

ONE STOP FOR A_LL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS
R A £ F. oo!o!o%

T AYLOR EXCAVATING LLp

TRUCKING & EXCAVATING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS, LAND CLEARINGS, DRIVEWAYS
COMPLETE HOUSE SITES
LANDSCAPING, WALL BUILDING
LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905 802-289-1508
DAN

Claremont, NH 03743

Heating Oil « Kerosene « Diesel Fuel
Propane » Air Conditioning « Plumbing
Systems Design « Installation & Service

~ Fully Insured ~

www.rehinkey.com

24/7 Emergency Service (603) 543-3571

DEPOT HOME CENTER

HELP WANTED
Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out
ROOF RAKES, KEROSENE, HEAT TAPES, SLEDS, ICE MELTS,
PROPANE & ELECTRIC HEATER, PLUMBING SUPPLIES, WOOD PELLETS
Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. * Charlestown, NH 03603
Tel: 603-826-3251 « Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

FIBER INSULATION ¢ ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

h rpgy
LAMBER']
SUPPLY CO. INC.

YOUR ONE STOP
BUILDING &
MODERNIZING
CENTER
INSIDE SPECIALS
happening now!
Stop in the store today!

409 Main Street ¢ 603-542-5111
CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743

AZ——>mMI 2 OAZ—W=ECro
NINCOUOO0XT <IZ200n>=Z

LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand - Gravel - Stone
Shurpac - Topsoil - Fill

5,000 Ib. Hydraulic
Hammer for
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

MORNINGSIDE
Service Station

* Custom Exhaust with Warranty
« Full Service Repair Facility

% Veteran Owned & Operated %

)

(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH

Art Crafts Gifts

CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM
Community Art Center offering Workshops, Equipped Studios,

Camps, and More

611 R1.103S, Ludlow, VT 802-228-8770
www.CreateTogetherVT.org
(12/9/26 - 52)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT

Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops

68 Main St., Springfield VT 802-885-7111 galleryvault.org
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5

New Open Wall Exhibit: A Burst of Color, A World of Wonder

Workshops galleryvault.org/workshops

Dot Mandala Workshop with Anfje Ruppert 3/28 2-4 p.m.
Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends 4/4 & 4/11 12-4
Spectacular Flowers in Watercolor w/Rob O’Brien 4/11 9:30-4
Turkish Map Fold Book with Deborah Stuart 4/18 11:30-1:30
Realistic Animal Features in Watercolor w/Joanna Alix 4/25 11-2
(04/15/26 -TFN - 13)

Builders/Contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC

Navy Seabee Veteran owned. We pride ourselves on cus-
fomer service, and getting the job done right the first time. We
are looking to book up our season. Decks, custom tile shower,
siding, doors, windows, drywall, foundation repair, you name
we do it. Check us out on Insfagram @nedthehammer. Ned
Mortensen, cell 802-376-3275, edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.
(03/17/27 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction.
Framing. finish carpentry, custom showers and file work, hard-
wood flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Cerfified. Located in
Proctorsville. 802-558-5267.

(05/13/26 - 13)

4. BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$175 for 13 Weeks ¢ $275 for 26 Weeks ¢ $425 for 52 Weeks

Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter.

ROSE’'S HOME IMPROVEMENT

Booking for winter 2025 and spring 2026 projects. Offer carpentry,
remodeling, interior & exterior painting, window & door replace-
ments, vinyl siding washing, pressure washing, drywall repairs, and
odd jobs. Call 802-591-0019 or email billr2808@gmail.com. Caven-
dish, Vt.

(05/06/26 - 26)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER
Painting Interior and Exterior

All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well
802-263-9693 rogcaw@msn.com

Roger, Perkinsville, VT

(05/13/26- 13)

Campground

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND

2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com.

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large
Private Sites!
(05/27/26 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC

Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m. -5 p.m.

(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates.
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com.

(05/20/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY

Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls,
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates.
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.

(04/08/26 - 26)

Organic Lawn & Land Care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN

We’re Different- Our organic lawn and garden care brings
peace of mind for the family, friends and critters using your
yard. Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet,
so you can relax while we do the hard work.

Fence Installations - Expert, best-quality fence installations
with references available. Call Today!

Driveway Repairs & Drainage Work- Does your driveway need
some TLC? Call Green Bee!

We're fully insured, reliable and priced right. Reach Out Today
to secure your spot in our 2026 schedule! Phone, text or email:
802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com

(09/16/26 - 26)

Tools

$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$

PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(06/17/26-13)
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Valuing a house

REGION - There are
three values for any home
on the market: what the
seller thinks it’s worth, what
the buyer thinks it’s worth,
and what a professional ap-
praiser will think it’s worth.
The key to a successful pur-
chase is to get those three
numbers to align.

You never want to assume
that the asking price of a
home is also its fair mar-
ket value. Home values are
somewhat subjective and
always changing, so under-
standing how home values
are calculated and what fac-
tors impact them can help
you make a sound real es-
tate investment.

Buyers should always
do their research, taking
time to determine the mar-
ket value of a home before
making an offer. Other-
wise, they risk overpaying.

What is market value?
Simply put, market value
is what a fully informed,
willing buyer would pay
for a home. It's an amount
informed by prices other
buyers have recently paid
for nearby, similar homes -
called comparable homes,
or “comps” Comps are
used for multiple purpos-
es, including determining
the listing price of a home
about to list on the market,
helping buyers determine
a fair offer price, and help-
ing an existing homeowner
find out the current value of
their property and potential
equity.

Comps usually consider
five key criteria when calcu-
lating a home’s value. These
criteria are as follows.

Timeline - In a typi-
cal market, comps include
homes sold in the past three
to six months.

Location - Comps should
be pulled from the same
neighborhood, and in close
proximity to the home in
question. In an urban area,

Chester

comps are usually within a
mile or so. In rural areas,
the radius comps are pulled
from will be larger.

Home size - Comps
should have the same
number of bedrooms and
bathrooms, same number
of stories, and a similar
square footage. The lot size
and presence of a garage or
basement should be similar,
too.

Features - Comparable
homes should have similar
amenities and level of fin-
ishes and updates.

Age - The homes being
compared should be rough-
ly the same age. Newer
homes have newer designs,
layouts, systems, and appli-
ances, which can increase
value.

In order to determine a
home’s value using comps,
three to five comps are col-
lected and grouped togeth-
er. Then, a report is gener-
ated determining a market
value, based on the sale
prices and details of these
homes. You could get two
types of reports, based on
who is doing the calcula-
tions. These are a compara-
tive market analysis, or an
appraisal.

A comparative market
analysis (CMA) is a report
typically generated by a real
estate agent, used to come
up with an accurate list
price/estimate of a home’s
sale price.

An appraisal is a report
generated by a licensed ap-
praiser, and its typically
used for financing approval.

Keep in mind that the
market value you receive
from your agent or an ap-
praiser can differ depend-
ing on a few factors. These
include:

Market speed - If your
local real estate market is
moving slowly, you might
have to depend on comps
that are older or less rel-

Townscape’s tree
and shrub sale —

CHESTER, Vt. - Spring is
coming, and Chester Town-
scape’s 2026 tree and shrub
sale has begun. This an-
nual event offers good-size,
proven trees and shrubs at
below regular nursery retail
prices to help people beau-
tify their properties. Here
are the eight selections of-
fered this year: Snow Show-
ers weeping cherry tree
(pink), Sugar Shack dwarf
buttonbush (white flowers
and bright red fruits), Easy
as Pie cherry bush (with
edible cherries), Reminis-
cent ginger rose (apricot-
orange), Lets Dance Sky-
view hydrangea (blue), Let’s
Dance Can Do hydrangea
(pinkish), Serbian cypress
Celtic Pride, and Spilled
Wine weigela (magenta-
pink).

Orders must be submitted
and paid for before April 9.

All specimens are low
maintenance, hardy, and
feature multiseason inter-
est. Most are native and
sport beautiful blossoms.
All appeal to pollinators
and/or birds. Any one of

these plants would also
make wonderful pres-
ents for Mother’s Day or
Father’s Day, birthdays,
anniversaries, house-
warming  celebrations,
or other special events.
Proceeds from the sale
support Chester Town-
scape’s charitable civic
projects, such as the flo-
ral pots and bridge boxes
that beautify the town for
residents and visitors.
Buyers do not have to
be Chester residents, but
they do have to preor-
der and pay before April
9, and then pick up the
plants, likely in early-
to-mid-May, from Main
Street in central Chester.
The colorful, informa-
tive order form that gives
details about the plants,
their prices, and where
to send the check and or-
der form may be found at
www.chestervt.gov/ches-
ter-townscape.html. For
additional information,
contact Lillian Willis at
802-875-1340 or lbwil-
lisct@comcast.net.

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner

§  802-885-3000 Office

I 802-376-4339 Cell

BuffumRealtyVT.com

Buffum

evant, which could affect
the results.

Comp selection - When
multiple relevant comps are
available, different agents
or appraisers might choose
to use different comps,
which can affect the out-
come slightly.

Valuation of features -
The agent or appraiser will
add or subtract value based
on the features of a specific
home, and different agents
or appraisers may assign
slightly different values to
home features.

Subjective human na-
ture - CMAs and appraisal
reports depend on humans
to evaluate and calculate
the home’s value, which
means you wont get the
same outcome every time.
Remember, the true value
of a home is how much a
buyer is willing to pay for it.

The value of some home
features just comes down
to individual buyer prefer-
ences. If a swimming pool
is factored into the price of
a home, but you plan to just
fill it in and relandscape, it
doesn’t make sense to pay
extra for it. If you love new
carpeting, it may be worth
paying a little more for a
house with new, high-end,
wall-to-wall carpet. But if
youre going to tear it out
to install hardwoods, it’s
not. If your idea of home
cooking is popping some-
thing in the microwave,
you probably don’t want to
pay a premium for a gour-
met kitchen when a nice,
reasonably sized one would
suit you just fine.

Home values are usu-
ally based on comps, but
is important to consider
a home’s key factors when
choosing comps to use. For
instance, if a similar, nearby
home sold recently, but it’s
in a slightly better location,
it's probably worth more.
How much more? That’s up

Determining the value of a home can be complicated.

to the buyer to determine.

Many features of a home
can be changed by the own-
er, like finishes, and even
home size. However, you
cannot change where the
home is located. That’s why
location is such an impor-
tant factor in a home’s value.
Outside of standard market
appreciation, a home’s land
will only increase in value if
the area around it improves.
For example, 64% of buy-
ers say being in a walkable
neighborhood is very or ex-
tremely important, accord-
ing to the Zillow Group
Consumer Housing Trends
Report 2021.

Some key location fac-
tors that can increase a
home’s value: proximity
to urban core; cul-de-sac
location or dead end (less
traffic); farther away from
railroad tracks, airports,
freeway noise, and power
lines; near parks or green
spaces; sidewalks and walk-
ability; proximity to public
transit; waterfront, water,
or mountain views; the lo-
cal job market; property
taxes; interest rates; and the
required level of mainte-
nance.

For buyers, the biggest

risk in valuing a home in-

correctly is overpaying.
Other consequences in-
clude losing financing af-
ter appraisal, or not getting
your offer accepted at all.

If you value a home too
high, you may set yourself
up to be underwater on
your investment, especially
if market conditions are
volatile. Plus, the more you
borrow, the more you have
to repay.

Even if you and the seller
agree on a price, the ap-
praiser’s valuation will de-
termine the amount your
lender will loan for the
property. When you agree
to pay too much, it can be
hard to get financing. If the
appraisal comes in too low,
it’s possible you will have to
come up with a larger down
payment, or you risk the
deal falling apart.

There’s also some risk in
valuing a home too low. If
you miscalculate, the seller
may not accept your low
offer, and you may have to
move on to another home.

Generally speaking, if
youre purchasing a newer
or well-maintained home,
the home is likely worth
more than the land today.
But in 50 years, without
upkeep, the land would
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probably be worth more.
The physical structure, ap-
pliances, and materials usu-
ally depreciate over time,
assuming everything in the
home is left original.

Of course, most owners
continue to update and re-
pair their homes over the
years. So, the longer you
stay, the more you will in-
evitably have to improve to
maintain the value of the
home itself. The cost of la-
bor and materials inflates
steadily over time, so the
value of improvements is
moderately predictable.

The value of land, how-
ever, is much more volatile
and difficult to predict. A
home within close proxim-
ity to desirable shops, res-
taurants, city centers, or at-
tractions will generally have
a higher value compared to
a home farther from these
perks. But those amenities
and their desirability can
change over time.

If youre buying a home
with a view or near a long-
standing city center, then
odds are good that its value
will appreciate, but land
value is never guaranteed.

Article provided by Zil-
low Group.

Signs of Spring hike at Bald Hill trails

WESTMINSTER, Vt. -
On Saturday, March 28,
from 11 am. - 12 p.m,,
the Rockingham Free
Public Library will host
a “Signs of Spring” walk
on the Bald Hill trails
in  Westminster, Vt.
This walk will be led
by Hannah Dallas, the
Vermont Department of
Forests, Parks & Recre-
ation’s southern Wind-
sor County forester.

As April is nearing,
its time to look for

=\

signs of spring. This all-
weather outing is perfect
for walkers who will enjoy
learning about the forest-
ed landscape, looking for
birds, and exploring the
Bald Hill trails with good
company. Refreshments
are included.

Walkers should meet at
10:45 a.m., at the Ceme-
tery Road entrance to Bald
Hill trails, on Route 5 by
Bellows Falls Union High
School. We will leave for
the walk at 11 a.m.

Primelendingm

Purchase | Refinance | Renovation

VICTORIA BLODGETT

PRODUCTION MANAGER | NMLS: 179456

@ vbprimelendingcom X vblodgett@primelending.com

802-683-8697

Home Loans Made Simple

nder.
09€4 MB. V062322

P

FOR SALE | 9 STRYHAS TRAILER COURT | LUDLOW
Well-maintained 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom manufactured home on leased
lot in a peaceful 55+ community. Features include open concept layout,
high ceilings, multiple skylights and deck with retractable awning.

Call or Text Listing Agent Gabrielle Truco
at 802-353-0106 for more information

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation
www.KelleyRealEstate.com

802-228-5333

This walk will take place
regardless of weather. If
there is snow, bring your
own snowshoes, poles,
and crampons, or borrow
them from the Rocking-
ham Free Public Library;
please plan to borrow in
advance, as they will not
be available at the trail
Walkers are also encour-
aged to bring binoculars;
several pairs are available

to borrow from the Rock-
ingham Free Public Li-
brary as well.

This event is free and
open to the public, no
sign-up required. For
more information about
this and other programs,
call 802-463-4270, wvisit
www.rockinghamlibrary.
org, or stop by the library
at 65 Westminster Street,
Bellows Falls, Vt.

BARRETT
&VALLEY

REAL ESTATE SERVICES = *

Claremont -$109,900 - MLS 5078320
info@century21highview.com

603-542-7766 or 603-477-5570

CENTURY 21

Highview Realty

42 Summer Street
Claremont, NH 03743
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Simplify your medications, improve your health —

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Managing your health
shouldn’t feel like a chore,
but between busy schedules
and complex prescriptions,
it's easy for things to get
confused. At Fall Mountain
Pharmacy, we understand
that keeping track of mul-
tiple medications is a chal-

Yoga at Rockingham Public Library

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Gather for some self-care
and join the Rockingham
Free Public Library (RFPL)
for a free, hour-long yoga
class led by Yoga on Main,
of Saxtons River, on Satur-
day, March 28, at 11 a.m.

The weather is all over

Parks Place welcomes new board members

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Parks Place Community
Resource Center is pleased
to announce the addition
of several members to its
board of directors: Emily Li-
sai, Dr. Evan Lowy, Heather
Waryas, Janice Berube, and
Lama Tomas O’Flaherty.
Each brings valuable profes-
sional experience.

Lisai grew up in the heart
of Bellows Falls and now
lives in Westminster. She
has been teaching at West-
minster Center School since
the early 2000s and has long
been active in the commu-
nity through volunteer roles
including voter check-in,
the PTA, and the Bellows
Falls Union High School
Booster Club.

Having watched the de-
velopment of Parks Place
and other local organiza-
tions while growing up, Li-
sai said those experiences
inspired her to remain in
the area as she built her ca-

lenge. However, it is vital
to take your medications
exactly as prescribed to en-
sure they work effectively
and keep you feeling your
best. This is why we offer a
bubble packing program at
no additional cost to you.
When doses are missed
or taken at the wrong time,

the place - find your cen-
ter during this all-levels
yoga escape. No yoga ex-
perience is necessary, and
newcomers are welcome
and encouraged to attend.
The Rockingham Free
Public Library has yoga
mats and blocks available.

reer and raised her family.

As an educator in the
local school district, Lisai
said she regularly connects
families with community
resources and has seen first-
hand the impact Parks Place
can have on the wellbeing of
students and families.

“I'm excited to see the
board grow in both num-
bers and diversity, Lisai
said. “The walk-in supports
and friendly faces at Parks
Place keep me recommend-
ing families to check it out”

Lowy has lived in Rock-
ingham for the past 10 years.
He works as an emergency
physician and previously
served in the United States
Peace Corps in Senegal.

Lowy said he was inspired
to join the board because
of the vital role Parks Place
plays in supporting indi-
viduals and families in the
community.

“As an emergency physi-
cian, I see how many of the

11 Dunning St.

% Julies leare

Julie Richardson, Optician

Ph: 603.543.3216
Cell: 603.558.3048

it can lead to health set-
backs that are often avoid-
able. We want to help you
stay on track without the
stress. We believe that pro-
fessional medication man-
agement should be acces-
sible to everyone, which is
why we offer this service
entirely for free. Our bub-

Participants are also wel-
come to bring their own
yoga mats, if they would
like. Attendees are invited
for snacks and hot bever-
ages afterwards. The class
is free and open to the
public.

This yoga class is part

medical issues that bring
people to the hospital relate
to other challenges, such as
housing and food insecuri-
ty, mental health struggles,
and substance use disor-
ders,” Lowy said. “I hope to
use that perspective to help
strengthen the services pro-
vided by Parks Place”

Lowy also expressed en-
thusiasm about the organi-
zation’s future and its grow-
ing impact in the region.

Waryas is returning to the
Parks Place board of direc-
tors with a deep commit-
ment to the community she
has long called home. She
is a lifelong resident of Bel-
lows Falls.

Waryas currently serves as
the career learning coordi-
nator at BFUHS and BEMS,
where she strengthens part-
nerships between local em-
ployers and schools, and
helps students explore ca-
reer opportunities and envi-
sion their futures.

Her dedication to the
community is rooted in
generations of shared ex-

ble packs organize your
medications into  clear,
easy-to-use cards. Each
dose is sorted by the spe-
cific day and time it needs
to be taken, whether that is
morning, noon, evening, or
bedtime.

This simple system elim-
inates error and provides

instant peace of mind for
you and your family. Let
us do the heavy lifting for
you. Our team will handle
the sorting and organizing,
so you can focus on enjoy-
ing your life, knowing your
health is in good hands.
We invite you to stop by
and chat with us about how

we can simplify your daily
routine. You can find us at
78 Atkinson Street, Bellows
Falls, Vt. You can also give
us a call at 802-428-4023.
Fall Mountain Pharmacy,
your partners in wellness.

Article submitted by Fall
Mountain Pharmacy.

of Rockingham Free Pub-
lic Library’s Rockingham
Gathers program, made
possible by a 2025 AARP
Vermont Winter Place-
making Grant. Rocking-
ham Gathers is a series of
programs and activities
the Rockingham Library is

organizing during winter
2026 to support creative,
inclusive ~ programming
that fosters community
connection and combats
social isolation among
older adults during the
coldest months of the year.
RFPL is one of eight orga-

nizations from across Ver-
mont to receive this grant.
For more information
about this and other pro-
grams, call 802-463-4270,
visit www.rockinghamli-
brary.org, or stop by the
library at 65 Westminster
Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

periences and relationships.
Waryas is passionate about
helping young people suc-
ceed and thrive locally by
seeing clear and attainable
futures for themselves in the
Great Falls region.

Berube brings both lived
and professional experience
in housing and community
support to the Parks Place
board. She has been con-
nected to the Bellows Falls
community for many years
through a variety of roles,
including serving as a case
manager overseeing a tran-
sitional house for youth,
and as the volunteer coor-
dinator for the local warm-
ing shelter. She also helped
establish the community
diaper bank and previously
owned a business in Bellows
Falls.

Currently working with
Springfield Supported
Housing, Berube continues
to collaborate with Parks
Place through weekly hous-
ing support services and by
helping connect families
with essential resources.

éﬁ%@ Fall Mountain Pharmacy

We care. Faster service. Best cash Pricing.

“Having grown up ex-
periencing poverty, I un-
derstand  firsthand the
importance of accessible
community support and re-
sources,” Berube said. “My
lived experience gives me
empathy and a genuine un-
derstanding of the barriers
many people face”

O’Flaherty, a Bellows
Falls resident, currently
serves as interim president
of the Parks Place board
of directors. An ordained
Buddhist monk, he is deep-
ly committed to serving
marginalized communities,
including individuals living
with substance use disorder
and people living with HIV/
AIDS.

O’Flaherty volunteers as
a spiritual advisor, certi-
fied recovery coach, and
licensed peer recovery sup-
port specialist at Turning
Point Recovery Center in
Bellows Falls. He is also a
member of Bellows Falls
Pride, board chair of the
AIDS Project of Southern
Vermont, and serves as
treasurer and spiritual rep-
resentative on the board of
Greater Falls Connections.
Having witnessed Parks
Places work in the com-
munity for more than a de-

cade, O’Flaherty said he was
inspired to become more
involved in supporting the
organizations mission.

“As a person in long-term
recovery and someone dedi-
cated to community service,
I understand the impor-
tance of accessible resources
and compassionate support
systems,” O’Flaherty said.
“The importance of service
to our community is espe-
cially vital during times of
many challenges”

Jennifer Tolaro-
Heidbrink, executive di-
rector of Parks Place Com-
munity Resource Center,
welcomed the new board
members and emphasized
the importance of commu-
nity leadership.

“We are incredibly for-
tunate to have such a dedi-
cated and diverse group of
leaders joining our board,’
Tolaro-Heidbrink said.

Parks Place Community
Resource Center provides
resources, support, and
connections to help indi-
viduals and families thrive
throughout the Greater
Falls region. For more in-
formation about Parks
Place Community Resource
Center, visit www.parksp-
laccevermont.com.
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Affordable acupuncture in a group setting
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Memory Cafe
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Black River
Grief Support Group

A safe space for individuals to share their experiences,
find comfort and learn coping strategies after a loss.

Meeting Monthly:

The second Monday of each month

Where:

Fletcher Memorial Library
88 Main Street, Ludlow

When:

**Now offering TWO meeting days**
2nd Thursday of each month &
4th Monday of each month

Located at:
The Ludlow United Church
48 Pleasant Street, Ludlow, VT

Meeting times: 11 AM —1 PM

Your goals are as unique as you.

At Edward Jones, we want to know what you want out of life
on a personal level. Then, we want to help you achieve it by
creating a financial strategy that’s unique to your specific
needs.

Free for all to attend, snacks included. ’
’ 1 PM 2 PM Contact us today to start creating a financial strategy
For information contact: For Information call: 802-228-3663 tailored to your specific needs.
Black River Good Neighbor Services at 802-228-3663 Roland C Swasey, CFP®
o Financial Advisor
OMered'by‘ 54 Opera House Sq

Claremont, NH 03743

Offering a safe and comfortable space where caregivers
603-542-7667

Black River Good Neighbor Services

and their loved ones can socialize, listen to music, play
games and enjoy other appropriate activities.
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Dental implants in Chester

CHESTER, Vt. - Dental
implants are a great way
to replace missing teeth,
and also provide a fixed
solution to having remov-
able partial or complete
dentures. Implants provide
excellent support and sta-
bility for these dental appli-
ances.

Dental implants are ar-
tificial roots and teeth -
usually titanium - that are
surgically placed into the
upper or lower jaw bone by
a dentist or periodontist -

Presbyopia, an age-old eye problem

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - If
you've noticed that read-

a specialist of the gums and
supporting bone. The teeth
attached to implants are
very natural looking, and
often enhance or restore a
patient’s smile.

Dental implants are
strong and durable, and
will last many years. On oc-
casion, they will have to be
retightened or replaced due
to normal wear.

Reasons for dental im-
plants include replacing
one or more missing teeth
without affecting adjacent

ing your emails or brows-
ing social media requires

teeth; resolving joint pain
or bite problems caused
by teeth shifting into miss-
ing tooth space; restoring
a patient’s confident smile;
restoring chewing, speech,
and digestion; restoring or
enhancing facial tissues;
and supporting a bridge or
denture, making it more
secure and comfortable.

The process of getting
implants requires a num-
ber of visits over several
months.

X-rays and impressions

holding the phone at arm’s
length, you may be enter-

HCRS named Best Place to

Work for sixth year

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Health Care and Reha-
bilitation Services (HCRS),
southeastern Vermont’s
nonprofit community men-
tal health agency, has been
named one of Vermont
Business Magazines Best
Places to Work in 2026,
marking six consecutive
years on the list.

Six years in a row is not
luck. It’s a reflection of cul-
ture.

The Best Places to Work
designation is driven pri-
marily by anonymous em-
ployee feedback, which ac-
counts for approximately
80% of each organizations
score. Staff evaluate leader-
ship, communication, trust,
benefits, engagement, and
overall workplace satisfac-
tion. The remaining portion
is based on a comprehensive
review of organizational
policies and practices.

For HCRS, the recogni-
tion reflects a simple but
powerful truth: When peo-
ple feel supported, they do
their best work.

“Our staff show up every
day for people during some
of the most vulnerable mo-
ments of their lives,” said
George Karabakakis, CEO
of HCRS. “To be recognized
six years in a row tells us
that we are not only sup-
porting our communities,
we are supporting each oth-
er. Thats something we are
deeply proud of”

With more than 550 staff
across 20 locations, HCRS
serves over 4,000 people
annually throughout Wind-
ham and Windsor counties.
Services extend beyond
office walls into schools,
homes, and community
spaces, ensuring access to
care where and when its
needed most.

The agency’s workplace

philosophy mirrors its ser-
vice model. Over the past
year, HCRS has continued
investing in the things em-
ployees say matter most:
competitive compensation
and strong benefits, includ-
ing generous paid time off,
low-cost health plans, tu-
ition reimbursement, and
a 5% retirement match;
flexible work options, in-
cluding hybrid roles that
support work-life balance;
wellness initiatives such as
winter tire stipends, CSA
farm share support, and
chair massages; profes-
sional development and
internal growth opportuni-
ties, allowing staff to build
long-term careers within
the agency; and intentional
staff recognition programs
that celebrate contributions
across all roles and locations
year-round.

“At HCRS, we believe a
strong workplace is built on

Quality Care —

trust, transparency, and
shared purpose” Kara-
bakakis added. “We are
committed to creating an
environment where peo-
ple feel valued, not just
for what they do, but for
who they are”

The Vermont Best
Places to Work program
is presented by Vermont
Business Magazine in
partnership with  the
Vermont Department of
Economic Development,
the Vermont Chamber of
Commerce, and the Ver-
mont State Council. Win-
ners are selected through
a rigorous evaluation
process combining em-
ployee surveys and orga-
nizational review.

If youre looking for
meaningful work in a
place that truly invests
in its people, explore
current opportunities at
www.hcrs.org/careers.

Personalized and Close to Home

802-885-2151
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SPRINGFIELD
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(802) 885-4190

2 Summer St Springfield, VT
www.springfieldfamilyeyecare.com
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(molds) are taken of the
jaw and teeth to determine
bone, gum tissue, and spac-
ing available for an implant.
While the area is numb, the
implant will be surgically
placed into the bone and al-
lowed to heal and integrate
itself for up to six months.
Depending on the type of
implant, a second surgery
may be required in order
to place the “post” that will
hold the artificial tooth in
place. With other implants,
the post and anchor are al-

ing the wonderful world
of presbyopia. Presbyopia
often makes its debut in
our early-to-mid-40s. The
term ‘presbyopia’ comes
from the Greek words
“presbys,” meaning “old
man,” and “ops,” meaning
“eye” Unflattering as the
name is, it’s a natural part
of the maturing process,
and it happens to everyone
at some point.

Why does this happen?
The lens inside our eyes
that focuses on objects at
varying distances begins to
lose flexibility. As the lens
gradually becomes less
elastic, we have trouble fo-
cusing on close objects.

Here are some com-
mon symptoms to keep an
eye out for: (1) difficulty
reading - you might find
yourself needing to squint

ready attached and placed
at the same time.

After several weeks of
healing, the artificial teeth
are made and fitted to the
post portion of the an-
chor. Because several fit-
tings may be required, this
step may take one to two
months to complete. After
a healing period, the arti-
ficial teeth are securely at-
tached to the implant, pro-
viding excellent stability
and comfort to the patient.

You will receive care in-

structions when your treat-
ment is completed. Good
oral hygiene and eating
habits, alongside regular
dental visits, will aid in the
life of your new implant.

If you have questions
about dental implants, or
would like to schedule a
consultation, please con-
tact our office at 802-885-
3191 or info@drchristo-
pherfauver.com.

Article submitted by Dr.
Christopher Fauver, DDS.

or hold reading mate-
rial farther away; (2) eye
strain — after a long session
of reading emails or scroll-
ing social media, your eyes
may feel tired or achy; (3)
headaches - if your head
starts pounding after a full
day of close-up activities, it
could be a sign your eyes
are working overtime; and
(4) blurred vision, espe-
cially when trying to focus
on things up close.

Fear not! Presbyopia
may be inevitable, but
plenty of solutions can
help you navigate this new
chapter. Here are some
options to consider: (1)
reading glasses — simple
and effective, they come in
various magnifications, so
your doctor can help you
choose the strength that
works best for your needs;

(2) bifocal or progressive
lenses - these lenses allow
you to see at different dis-
tances without the hassle
of switching glasses; (3)
contact lenses — multifocal
contact lenses are designed
to provide simultaneous
distance, midrange, and
near vision.

Another option is mo-
novision contacts, where
one eye is corrected for
distance, and the other is
focused for near work.

Presbyopia, while often
unwelcome, is a normal
part of life. As your op-
tometrist, I am excited to
work with you to find the
best solution to see every
moment clearly!

Article submitted by
Springfield Family Eyec-

are.
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Many of our traditional
denture patients are not
satisfied with the fit. The
investment in the latest
implant supported dentures can result in much
improved functionality and overall satisfaction.

appointment
to see if implant
supported
dentures are
right for you!

Implant Supported Dentures

Implant supported
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or 6 implants, which is
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mouth restoration.
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“Poetry in Harmony” at

Springfield Library

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Big
Woods Voices will present
“Poetry in Harmony” at the
Springfield Town Library
on Tuesday, April 28, at 6
p.m. The public is invited to
enjoy two 40-minute sets of
a cappella vocal harmony.

The quartet celebrates
vocal music through origi-
nal arrangements rooted in
American folk traditions,
global song, and the work
of composer Will Danforth.
The program features mu-
sic inspired by the poetry of
W. B. Yeats, David Whyte,
Wendell Berry, Alice Os-
wald, Daniel Leavens Cady,

Open mic at Next Stage Arts

PUTNEY, Vt. - Next Stage
Arts presents an open mic
evening hosted by Vermont
Timbre (Amelia Struthers
and Mike Mrowicki) on
Sunday, March 29, at 7
p.m., with doors opening at
6:15 p.m. The evening will
include a special featured
performance by guitarist
and songwriter Peter Siegel,
of The Gaslight Tinkers.

The open mic offers a
welcoming and supportive
stage for musicians, poets,
storytellers, and performers
of all kinds to share their
work. Performers will have
10-15 minutes for their sets,
depending on the number
of participants who sign up.

Siegel, known for his en-
ergetic performances and
genre-blending  musical
style, will present a special
set as the evening’s featured

Mitch’s Map

Pure Vermont Maple Product

and others.

From prayerful to playful,
and dissonant to dulcet, Big
Woods Voices brings poetry
vividly to life through rich
harmonies and expressive
singing.

Audience members have
praised the groups “ex-
traordinary music,” not-
ing “the exquisite care each
singer brings and the hope
their sound carries,” while
another listener called the
performance “a ‘pinch me,
I'm in southern Vermont
experience”

Big Woods Voices in-
cludes Amanda Witman,

performer. As a founding
member of The Gaslight
Tinkers, Siegel has helped
shape a sound that fuses
global rhythms with New
England fiddle traditions,
creating an infectious blend
of Afro-Caribbean, Latin,
tunk, and folk influences.
Hosted by Vermont
Timbre, the evening aims
to cultivate community
and creativity by offering
a space where artists of all
experience levels can share
their voices and connect
with one another. Those
interested in performing
are encouraged to reserve a
spot in advance by emailing
Mike Mrowicki at mmro-
wicki@gmail.com.

Audience members

can RSVP at www.next-
stagearts.org. A suggested
donation is requested at the

Our Own
Maple Syrup

Member VMSMA

Shop & Save with Us!
Upcoming Events

Mud Season Days
Closed Tuesdays & Wednesdays, starting 4/7

Easter Sunday Special 4/5
Check our website for sales & specials

Celebrate 4/20 with Us!

SUN 4/19 & MON 4/20
Down To The Roots SWAG for First 25 Visitors!
Live performance by Sammy B
Spin our Wheel for price discounts
Live demo from Haze Glass
Food Truck
Check our website for schedule & details

Everyday Savings: 10-20% Discounts
Veterans « Seniors « Medical Card Holders

founder of the Brattle-
boro Pub Sing; Becky
Graber, director of the
Brattleboro
Chorus; Will Danforth,
award-winning
instrumentalist
member of the Brattle-
boro Camerata; and Alan
Blood, long-time mem-
ber of regional ensembles
including Tessitura and
the Brattleboro Cam-
erata.

Women’s

multi-
and

The event is free and

open to the public. To
sign up for a reminder,
visit
townlibrary.org/calendar.

www.springfield-

The Vermont Journal

HCRS annual client and

staff art show

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Health Care and Re-
habilitation Services
(HCRS) will host its an-
nual client and staff art
show throughout the
month of April in down-
town Brattleboro. The
exhibit brings together
artwork from people
connected to HCRS pro-
grams across Windham
and Windsor counties,
including staff and peo-
ple receiving services.

From colorful paint-
ings and detailed draw-
ings, to photography,
sculpture, and mixed
media, the show offers
a wide range of artistic
styles and perspectives.

door.

Located at 15 Kim-
ball Hill in Putney, Next
Stage Arts continues its
mission of presenting di-
verse arts programming
while fostering oppor-
tunities for community
participation. Whether
you come to perform,
listen, or both, the eve-
ning promises an engag-
ing mix of local talent,
creative expression, and
live music in an inviting
community setting.

Javanese

gamelan music at
Pentangle Arts —

WOODSTOCK, Vt. -
Gamelan Sulukala will
appear at the newly
renovated Pentangle
Arts Woodstock Town
Hall Theatre, on Friday,
March 27, at 7 p.m.

The Javanese gamelan
is an orchestra of about
30 instruments ranging
from huge gongs to tiny
flutes, with lots of xylo-
phone and kettle-type
instruments in between,
plus drumming. Cur-

missed.

rently, it is being played
by a community group
of 12 members
range in age from their
20s to their 70s, with ev-
ery decade in between
represented.
never heard a Javanese
gamelan, you are in for a
rare and exquisite treat.
If you have, you know
this concert is not to be

who

If you've

Tickets are available at
www.pentanglearts.org.

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW
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Butcher's Classic Pack

4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
4 PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)

4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

81081XEL separately $323:93 32999
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 1

Scan Now To Order

'-:.

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399 | 1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 81081XEL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last.
Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

bakakis, and Nickie Godin.

More than an exhibit, the
event has become a space

PHOTO PROVIDED

where creativity, communi-
ty, and conversation come
together.

For many participants,
art offers a meaningful
way to express themselves,
share their stories, and cel-
ebrate the things that make
them unique.

The public is invited to
celebrate with the artists at
the opening reception on
Friday, April 3, from 5-8
p-m., at 118 Elliot Gallery.
The free evening will in-
clude live music, refresh-
ments, and the opportunity
to meet some of the artists.

The show is organized by
HCRS staff members Jona-

Left to right: Jonathan Mattoon, HCRS CEO George Kara-

PHOTO PROVIDED

than Mattoon and Nickie
Godin, who help bring to-
gether artwork from pro-
grams across the agency,
including child and adult
mental health services, sub-
stance use services, devel-
opmental services, Kindle
Farm School, and residen-
tial programs.

“HCRS works with peo-
ple across so many parts of
our community;, said Mat-
toon. “The art show is one
of the few times when all of
those voices come together
in one place. It’s always ex-
citing to see what people
create”

HCRS CEO George Kara-
bakakis said, “This show is
about celebrating creativity
and the many ways people
express themselves...Were
grateful to 118 Elliot Gal-
lery for providing such a
welcoming space for this
event each year, and for
helping make it possible
for our artists to share their
work with the community”

The gallery will also be
open to the public on Fri-
days and weekends begin-
ning April 4. Admission is
free, and community mem-
bers are encouraged to stop
by and explore the exhibit.

For more information,
visit www.hcrs.org/annual-
spring-art-show-2025.

Dance party with

The Gaslight
Tinkers and Luke

Concannon

PUTNEY, Vt. - Get ready
to move as African, Carib-
bean, funk, reggae, and
Latin grooves collide with
traditional fiddle music in
a bold, genre-bending vi-
sion of the future of the
past in a dance party with
The Gaslight Tinkers and
Luke Concannon on Friday,
April 3, at Next Stage Arts,
15 Kimball Hill in Putney,
Vt. Doors open at 6:45 p.m.,
and the show begins at 7:30
p-m. Tickets are discounted
in advance at www.next-

802

credit union

VT & NH Residents - OKEMO Employees

OKEMO Valley Region Chamber of
Commerce Members & Employees

*Check our website for details*

7 Pineview Drive, Chester - 802-875-WEED
DownToTheRootsVT.com - ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

Our cannabis is stored for freshness in vapor
pressure-controlled Cannatrol® systems.

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT
AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or
use of cannabis may carry significant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law.
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The effects of edible cannabis may be
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration,
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience
harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the
influence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.

Free § Clear
Checking
Account

*Share account is required. No monthly fee refers to 802 Credit Union’s “free” accounts only.
Overdraft Protection after 30 days with conditions. See 802cu.com for details. NCUA.

« NO minimum balance

« NO maintenance fees

- Overdraft Protection®

 Access to hundreds of CO-OP
Network ATMs nationwide

802cu.com

stagearts.org.

The Gaslight Tinkers
fuse global rhythms with
New England old-time and
Celtic fiddle traditions, cre-
ating a joyously danceable
sound fueled by melody,
song, and boundless ener-
gy. Since forming in 2012,
the band has lit up stages
across the East and West
coasts, and the Caribbean,
headlining clubs, dances,
and major festivals. The
Valley Advocate describes
their performances as “mu-
sic that consistently fizzes
and pops with unexpected
textures and turns,” deliv-
ering delightful surprises,
elated crowds, and exuber-
ant musicianship.

Concannon’s music roots
trace back to Irish family
gatherings filled with gui-
tars, singing, and dancing.
As lead singer and cowriter
of the UK. No. 1 chart act
Nizlopi - best known for
“JCB Song” and a key influ-
ence on Ed Sheeran - Con-
cannon now thrives as a
solo artist. His 2022 album
“Ecstatic Bird in the Burn-
ing” debuted at No. 12 on
both the UK. and U.S. folk
charts, earning widespread
acclaim.

Don’t miss this electrify-
ing night where tradition
meets innovation and every
beat invites you to dance.
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