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Saxtons River Art Guild
50th anniversary

REGION - The Sax-
tons River Art Guild
(SRAQG) is celebrating
its 50th anniversary.
We are planning some
special events and ex-
hibit opportunities.

One of the events
to mark the occasion
is a members exhibit
at the Dartmouth
Hitchcock  Medical
Center (DHMC) in
Lebanon, N.H., from
April 2 - June 29. We
will show in the Ru-
bin Gallery, Level 3
hallway between the
main entrance and the
cancer center clinical
space. Twenty SRAG
members are partici-
pating, showing artworks
in a variety of media: oil,
acrylic, watercolor, pastel,
printmaking, and colored
pencil. Exhibiting artists
from New Hampshire are
Donna Cary, Alicia Draki-
otes, Sandy Greene, Chris-
tine Justice, Sarah M. Lar-
son, Marj Layman, Donna
Bascom Lund, Judy Sylves-
ter, Liz Winchester-Larson,
and Lynn Zimmerman.
Exhibiting artists from
Vermont are Clare Adams,
Cathy Conkling, Nancy
DiMauro, Lori Ebare, Barb
Greenough, Kathy Greve,
Barbara Gutheil, Carolyn
LaVoie, Mary Lea, and Lin-
da Rothschild.

Saxtons River Art Guild
has exhibited at Dartmouth
Hitchcock Medical Center
previously, from July-Sep-
tember 2017 and October-
December 2019.

A reception and light
refreshments for the new
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“Tillie’s Garden” by Linda Rothschild.
PHOTO PROVIDED

rotation of seven different
exhibits in all the gallery
spaces at DHMC is planned
for Thursday, April 9, from
5-6:30 p.m., in the fourth
floor Williamson Gallery,
main entrance. There is
a link to Google maps on
the DHMC website. Their
address is: Dartmouth-
Hitchcock Medical Center,
1 Medical Center Drive,
Lebanon, NH 03756

A little history of the Sax-
tons River Art Guild: There
were, in the 1960s, a group
of artists who lived in Sax-
tons River, Vt., or nearby.
They got together for paint-
ing classes at one of the art-
ists’ studios in Saxtons Riv-
er. In the summer of 1976,
these artists made plans to
form a new art association
called the Saxtons River
Art Guild. The first meet-
ing was in September 1976,
at the Inn at Saxtons River,
with 22 members attend-

ing. Now, in 2026,
Saxtons River Art
Guild is a nonprofit
organization whose
purpose is to pro-
mote and encourage
the advancement of
the fine arts, with
about 80 members
throughout the
Monadnock region
in New Hampshire
and the southern
Connecticut River
Valley area of Ver-
mont. Their activi-
ties include exhibit
and sales venues,
workshops,  open
studio time Sep-
tember-May at the
United Church of
Bellows Falls, plein-air
gatherings June-August
at various locations on
either side of the Con-
necticut River, a monthly
members newsletter,
luncheons with guest
speakers, and occasional
trips to museums. An art
scholarship is awarded
yearly to a qualified se-
nior from an area high
school who is going on to
a four-year major in the
arts. Membership is open
to all artists and anyone
interested in the fine arts.
With thanks to Dart-
mouth Health and their
arts and humanities pro-
gram. For more informa-
tion about SRAG and
the exhibition, please
contact Liz Winchester-
Larson, SRAG exhibition
coordinator, at lizart39@
yahoo.com,  603-876-
5083 (studio), or 603-
202-2104 (cell).

Springfield approves police
camera system contract —

BY PAULA BENSON

The Vermont Journal

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - At
the Monday, March 23, se-
lectboard meeting, Spring-
field town manager Scott
Pickup gave an update on
four properties the town
had acted on to address
persistent public safety
concerns and respond to
neighbors’ complaints.

78 Valley Street was the
location of a March 6 police
raid resulting in five ar-
rests, including that of the
homeowner. Pickup told
the board that the house
had been boarded up, se-
cured, and posted, and they
would begin to address the
list of violations with the
property owner pending
his release from police cus-
tody.

The property located at
10-12 Central Street, pre-
viously reviewed by the
board, was found to be
in violation of a litany of
health and safety infrac-
tions, both exterior and in-
terior. Pickup reported that
the owner had been coop-
erating slowly, and that re-
moval of trash and debris
remains ongoing. A follow-
up walkthrough with Fire
Chief Paul Stagner and the
Vermont Division of Fire
Safety is being planned, and
Pickup said he expected to

have a status report at the
April 13 selectboard meet-
ing.

Regarding the remaining
two properties in question,
the owner of 516 Spen-
cer Hollow Road has been
given 30 days to remove
an unregistered camper
from the parcel, and town
attorney Steve Ankuda has
been reviewing the legally
complicated situation per-
taining to the ownership
of 482 Seavers Brook Road
and will advise the town on
next steps.

The selectboard ap-
proved the “Fourth Fri-
days” summer-fall concert
series hosted by Spring-
field on the Move (SOM),
which will take place on
Main Street each fourth
Friday, from May 22 - Oct.
23, from 5-8 p.m., featur-
ing live performances in
the park, local vendors, and
family-friendly activities.

Also given the green light
was the annual Springfield
Alumni Day Parade. The
parade will be held on June
20, between the hours of 9
am. and 12 p.m., and will
proceed up Clinton and
Main streets, ending at Riv-
erside Middle School. This
year’s theme is game shows.

Pickup presented the
board with some informa-
tion about the purchase of
a new body-camera system

for the Springfield Police
Department. The pro-
posed contract would be
between the town and
Axon operating systems,
a fully integrated body-
worn and in-car camera
system using cloud evi-
dence management.

The board unanimous-
ly approved the proposed
10-year contract, at a to-
tal cost of $338,256, to
replace the failing sys-
tem currently being used
by the department. The
town retains ownership
of its data, which can be
migrated should they
ever change vendors.
Pickup explained that the
first year’s cost would be
about $16,000 for imple-
mentation, then annual
costs would increase to
roughly $33,000 per year,
with modest escalation
over the term.

Kelly Stettner, founder
of the Black River Action
Team, made a request
of the board to consider
changing the grass height
in town-owned spaces to
promote  environmen-
tal stewardship. The ef-
fort, known as Raise
the Blade, would keep
green spaces mowed to
3 inches, which Stettner
advised encourages the

See CAMERA on Page 2
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Breakfast for dinner for
Miss Bellows Falls Diner

BELLOWS FALLS,
Vt. - Who doesn’t love
breakfast for dinner now
and again? That’s what’s
on the menu Saturday,
April 4, at the Bellows
Falls Moose Lodge 527.
The first Diner Dinner
of 2026 features bacon,
sausage, ‘taters, eggs — all
sorts of breakfast classics
served up hot and hearty,
affordably priced, and
with a heaping helping of
the latest news about the
Miss Bellows Falls Diner
restoration project.

Diner Dinners, started
in 2025 under the super-
vision of the late Susan
MacNeil, are the means
by which the volunteer
team at Rockingham for
Progress (RFP) can share
progress reports on the
Miss Bellows Falls Din-
er restoration project,
including plans, time-
lines, challenges, and tri-
umphs.

Breakfast for dinner to benefit Miss Bellows Falls Diner.

“It can be baffling why
the diner appears to be just
sitting there,” says Robert
McBride, one of the direc-
tors of RFP. “Diner Din-
ners are a great way to keep
folks up to date with what’s
been happening behind the
scenes.”

Each Diner Dinner fea-
tures classic comfort food
prepared by Moose chef
Aime Theroux. On Aug.
15, succulent ribs will be
offered, and that diner clas-
sic, meatloaf, will be in the
spotlight on Nov. 7.

“Aime and the Moose
have been absolutely won-
derful to work with,” says
McBride. “The food has
been great, and the mem-
bers of the lodge itself have
made us feel so welcome.”

The National Park Ser-
vice, which oversees altera-
tions to buildings on the
National Register of His-
toric Places, has approved
the architectural plans sub-

PHOTO PROVIDED

Springtield Elks
February Student
of the Month —

SPRINGFIELD,
Vt. - The Student of
the Month program
of the Benevolent and
Protective Order of
Elks recognizes young
men and women for
achievements in school
and community life,
hobbies, athletics, club,
and community ser-
vice. The Springfield
Elks Lodge is pleased to
recognize Tobias “Tobi”
Emerson, a freshman
at  Springfield High
School, as the Elks Stu-
dent of the Month for
February.

Tobi, who is the son of
Kelly Emerson, of Spring-
field, is incredibly kind
and caring, a trait you
don't tend to notice first
in most ninth grade boys.
He greets everyone with
a smile, and will engage
with anyone in the room,
especially if the topic is art
Or music.

Emerson is an skilled
artist. You can often find
him sketching in his nu-
merous sketchbooks, and
encouraging others to
draw with him, or to give
him ideas of what to draw.
He is currently working
on cocreating an entire
comic with one of his
friends, all on their own
time, basing the original
story on classical Greek

Tobias Emerson.
PHOTO PROVIDED

mythology, which requires a
lot of research. Tobi already
knows he want to attend art
school upon graduating high
school and major in fine arts.

Emerson did very well
academically in his first se-
mester as a high schooler,
earning a place on the honor
roll. The transition to high
school can be a tough one
for a lot of students, but he
rocked it, balancing school
with his art and junior var-
sity soccer.

Emersons academics,
combined with his kindness,
sense of humor, and engage-
ment with those around
him make him the perfect
candidate for Student of the
Month. We are pleased to
honor Emerson with the
February Student of the
Month award.

mitted last fall for the Miss
Bellows Falls restoration.

See DINER on Page 2
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Springtield School
District Strategic Plan

meeting

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - On
April 6, at the Springfield
High School cafeteria, the
Springfield School District
will be bringing the com-
munity together to help
envision the future. Please
come out for this very im-
portant meeting, where
we will discuss the future
of Springfield schools. We
are building the 2026-2030
Springfield School District

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Southeastern ~ Vermont

Strategic Plan, and it’s vital
that we hear from all in our
community.

The Springfield School
District Board will be en-
gaging with participants to
build a new mission, vision,
and core values. In addi-
tion, there will be an oppor-
tunity to weigh in on what
you believe the focus of our
work should be over the
course of the coming years,

Tai chi workshop

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
On Saturday, April 4, from
11 am. - 12 p.m., please
join the Rockingham Free
Public Library for tai chi
walking and tai chi ruler, a
mindful way to begin your
weekend.

Back by popular demand,
this one-hour workshop
will focus on two ancient
and fundamental tai chi qi-
gong forms: tai chi walking

“The Light Pirate” book
discussion

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Join
us at the Springfield Town
Library on Saturday, April
18,at 11 a.m., for a thought-
provoking book discussion
on “The Light Pirate” by
Lily Brooks-Dalton, facili-
tated by Rachael Cohen.

Named after a catastroph-
ic storm, Wanda is born
into a world shaped by cli-

and tai chi ruler. Both focus
in different ways on devel-
oping a relaxed posture and
mental state, improving
static and dynamic balance,
and practicing mindful-
ness.

The workshop is appro-
priate for all levels of expe-
rience in qigong and tai chi.
No special equipment is re-
quired. Smooth-soled shoes
or socks are recommended.

Community Action
(SEVCA) is excited to
announce the launch of
new microbusiness de-
velopment cohorts and

and to talk with fellow
neighbors to under-
stand the many diverse

perspectives we share in workshops in  Spring-
Springtield. field, Wilmington/Dover,

Please come out and be Hartford/White ~ River
a part of this important Junction, and Bellows

Falls. This announcement
and expansion of this
program is due to a highly
successful pilot cohort in
Brattleboro. Wilmington/
Dover and Brattleboro
kick off this month, with
more details coming soon
on the others. Email hel-

event. Child care will be
provided. Look for more
information in the com-
ing weeks with specifics
on timing. We look for-
ward to seeing you there.

lo@sevca.org for more in-
formation or to RSVP.
The Springfield work-
shop will be held on
Wednesday, April 8, from
5:30-7 p.m., at the Spring-

Light refreshments will
be available to share af-
ter the workshop. This
workshop is free and

open to the public. field Town Library, 43
For more informa- Main Street, Springfield,
tion about this and other Vt. Pizza and refresh-

ments will be available.
Details on the Bellows

programs, call 802-463-
4270, visit www.rocking-
hamlibrary.org, or stop

by the library at 65 West-
minster Street, Bellows
Falls, Vt.

author talk

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
On Wednesday, April
22, at 6 p.m., join Dan

mate change. As rising sea
levels and extreme weather
reshape her coastal Florida
town, Wanda grows from
child to adult in a landscape
transformed by nature’s
power. Amidst destruc-
tion and abandonment, she
finds adventure, love, and a
sense of purpose.

Told in four parts -

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE
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Home « Auto « Farm « Business « Motorcycle - Recreational Vehicles

serving VT and NH since 1996

7190 US Route 5 « Westminster, Vermont 05158

802-463-1900 - www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

11 Dunning St.
Suite 4
Claremont, NH
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Aqua-Aid Systems

WATER CONDITIONING & FILTRATION

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon, and arsenic
problems in the Windham and
Windsor Counties since 1984

e Water Conditioning
¢ Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

e [ron and Manganese Removal
e Radon & Arsenic Removal
e Systems Maintenance
e Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

Hellenbrand

What's In Your Water?2™

ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

800-252-8484

Nott for his presenta-
tion “Drawing Hidden
Systems,” a Vermont Hu-
manities event.

Have you ever won-
dered where electric-
ity comes from, how the
internet works, or how
there’s (mostly) enough
water for everyone all the
time? Where did these

“Power;” “Water,” “Light,”
and “Time” - “The Light
Pirate” is a haunting and
lyrical meditation on the
collapse of the human-
made world. It explores
the resilience of the hu-
man spirit, the impor-
tance of connection, and
the quiet magic that may
help guide us into an un-

L

SEVCA to hold small-
business workshops ——

Join the microbusiness development cohort in Springfield.

Falls workshops are still be-
ing finalized.

SEVCA’s cohort model
provides aspiring and cur-
rent small-business own-
ers — especially those from
lower-income or under-
served communities — with
coaching, workshops, and
peer support to help build
skills, confidence, and con-
nections for business suc-
cess. Participants gain guid-
ance in business planning,
marketing, taxes, financing,
and more.

“Our microbusiness

PHOTO PROVIDED

team helps local commu-
nity members turn ideas
into viable businesses,” said
Chris Meyer, SEVCA eco-
nomic development lead.
This model has done very
well in Brattleboro over the
past six months, and has
seen businesses such as 802
Soul Kitchen and Mama T’s
Sweet Spot blossom from
working within the cohorts.

Entrepreneurs and pro-
spective business owners
can learn more and apply at
www.sevca.org/micro-busi-
ness-support.

“Drawing Hidden Systems”

systems come from, and
how do they affect our chal-
lenges like inequality and cli-
mate change?

Join Vermont author and
artist Nott for a look at these
questions and more as he
discusses his new nonfiction
graphic novel “Hidden Sys-
tems” for this all-ages event.

The talk will also include
visual readings from “Hid-
den Systems” that focus on
the electric grid and energy
uses, lessons from comics

history, and information for
readers and aspiring car-
toonists on how to get into
reading and drawing com-
ics.

This talk is free, open to
the public, and accessible to
those with disabilities. For
more information, contact
Tracey Craft at 802-885-
3108 or stlvtprograms@
gmail.com.

To sign up for a reminder,
visit www.springfieldtownli-
brary.org/calendar.

certain future.
Don’t miss this oppor-
tunity to engage in a rich

DINER

conversation about sur- From Page 1
vival, change, and hope
in the face of ecological Now, RFP and their

transformation. To sign
up for a reminder, visit
www.springfieldtownli-
brary.org/calendar.
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S ELECTRIC 2

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com - info@llelectricservices.com

15 Barker St. Tel: 802-460-3479
Bellows Falls, VT 05101 Fax: 802-460-3480

partners at the Preser-
vation Trust of Vermont
need only wait for the
Vermont State Historic

4 )

33 FLAVORS OF HARD ICE CREAM
22 FLAVORS FRESH SOFT SERVE

Non-Fat Yogurt * Sherbet * Sugar-Free Ice Cream ¢ Dairy-Free

LARGE FAST FOOD MENU INCLUDING:
Hamburgers ¢ Hotdogs ¢ Fries » Chicken Fingers » Onion Rings & More!

OPENING FOR THE SEASON APRIL 4

Fresh Seafood every Fri, Sat, Sun
Prime Rib every Thursday
Fresh Lobster Rolls Daily
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Friday and Saturday: 11am - 10pm
Sunday - Thursday: 11am - 9pm
74 YEARS ON THE CORNER
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SNERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCH R
OMAHA STEAKS

SINCE 1917

Butcher’s Classic Pack

4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
4 PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)

4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

81081XEL separately $323-93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE s12999

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399 | 1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 81081XEL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last.
Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area.
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

Scan Now To Order

'-:.

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

Preservation Office to give
their stamp of approval.
As well as restoration
of the historic car itself,
plans include a new foun-
dation, kitchen area, and
required ADA-compliant
accessibility, facilities, and
ramp.

Doors open at 5 p.m.,
and the program begins
with the informational
update at 5:15 p.m. Din-
ner will be served buffet
style starting at 6:00 p.m.

Choose individual tickets,
a table of six for family
and friends, or purchase
the entire series. Series-
table purchases are highly
appreciated. The Lodge is
located at 59 Westminster
Street in Bellows Falls, Vt.
The building is accessible.
Tickets are available
on the Miss Bellows Falls
Diner website, www.miss-
bellowsfalls.com, with a
limited number of seats
available at the door.

CAMERA

From Page 1

growth of deeper roots,
provides natural fertilizer,
and helps soil retain water
to reduce nutrient runoff
into local waterways. The
board agreed to give the
suggestion a try, pend-
ing any negative feedback
from residents. Pickup

promised there would be
educational outreach to
make people aware of the

change of policy.
Board member Tara
Chase announced that

SOM will be hosting the
annual Easter-egg hunt on
April 4, at The Commons
Park, starting at 11 a.m.

The board will meet
next month on April 13
and 27.

N

DIAMOND POINT W

EALTH PARTNERS

Formerly Huntley Financial Services

Derek Karner

802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately
ames, products or services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

David Chaves
EXCAVATING

Family Owned & Operated Scuce 1950

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish
Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT
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River Singers spring

concerts

WESTMINSTER WEST,
Vt. - The 65-voice River
Singers community choir
will perform an exciting,
eclectic concert of world
music on Saturday, April 11,
and Sunday, April 12, both
at 4 p.m., at the Westmin-
ster West Church. The River
Singers, in their 35th year,
is a multigenerational com-
munity choir led by Mary
Cay Brass. The choir sings
a thrilling variety of com-
munity-based music from
many diverse cultural and
musical traditions.

Brass will be joined by
Kathy Bullock, professor
emerita at Berea College,
who is a choral conductor,
arranger, and scholar in the
field of African American
music. This is the 15th time
Bullock has worked with

the River Singers, sharing
the joy of gospel, spirituals,
freedom songs, and West
African praise songs.

The River Singers choir
is dedicated to musical di-
plomacy, using music as a
bridge for learning about
and enjoying other cultures
while, at the same time, us-
ing their concerts to ben-
efit peace-building projects.
This concert will feature a
wide variety of traditional
songs from the Balkans
(Serbia, Croatia, and Mace-
donia), a love song from the
Republic of Georgia, ancient
Lithuanian chants called
“sutartinas,” South African
church hymns, and tradi-
tional and contemporary
shape note music. The River
Singers have some wonder-
ful instrumentalists as sing-

ers in the choir. Laurie
Rabut will accompany
songs on her wonderful
violin, and Andy Davis
will lead the choir in his
arrangement of an Eng-
lish pub song, “Row On,
Row On,” accompanied
by his wonderful accor-
dion.

Every River Singers
concert is a benefit for a
local or global peace ini-
tiative. This year’s concert
will benefit Stand With
Minnesota, an umbrella
organization helping
Minnesota recover from
these last months. Admis-
sion to the concerts can
be paid by check, cash, or
Venmo, at the door only.
For more information,
email mcbrass@vermon-
tel.net.

Tracy Grammer and Jim
Henry with Carling Berkhout -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Tracy Grammer and Jim
Henry are an exquisite pair-
ing - impeccable musician-
ship, perfect harmonies,
and all the chemistry and
banter youd expect from
musicians who have been
touring and playing around
the world together for over
20 years. They will perform
on Saturday, April 11, in a 3
p-m. matinee show, at Stage
33 Live in Bellows Falls, Vt.
Carling Berkhout will open.
Tickets are a discounted in
advance at www.stage33live.
com, or can be purchased at
the door as available. Only
40 tickets will be sold. Ad-
vance ticket sales will auto-
matically close once 40 tick-
ets are sold, or at midnight
the day before the show if
not sold out. Advance tick-
ets guarantee entry.

Grammer, called “one of
the finest pure musicians
in folkdom” by the Boston

Globe, is among contempo-
rary folk music’s most be-
loved artists, renowned for
her pure voice, deft guitar
and violin work, and incan-
tatory storytelling. She has
recorded and performed
with Joan Baez, Mary
Chapin Carpenter, Eliza
Gilkyson, and many more;
headlined top festivals, in-
cluding Philadelphia Folk
and Falcon Ridge, where
she holds the record for the
most consecutive appear-
ances; and has been one of
folk radios top-played art-
ists for years, both solo and
with the late Dave Carter,
with whom she performed
and recorded from 1996 un-
til his fatal heart attack mid-
tour in 2002.

Henry is an accomplished
singer, songwriter, producer,
and one of folk and Ameri-
canas go-to multi-instru-
mentalists. He was recently
on the road for three years

with  Grammy-winner
Mary Chapin Carpen-
ter. His arsenal includes
acoustic and electric gui-
tars, Dobro, and mando-
lin, and his trademark
ambient textures and
sparkling solos can be
heard on hundreds of
songwriter albums.

Berkhout will open.
Her dad has roots as a
folkie songster, and her
mom as a symphonic
cellist. When she was a
child, she played Beatles
songs backward in her
friends  rabbit-themed
bedroom that the two be-
lieved was haunted. She
continues to both unravel
and glue together her
life’s complicated musical
threads in a sonic world
that exists somewhere be-
tween bedroom rock and
the dynamic balance of a
David Rawlings & Gillian
Welch record.

Sparkletown III: A Tribute to

Kate Lorenz

TURNERS FALLS,
Mass. - On Saturday, April
11, at 7 p.m. musicians,
friends, colleagues, music
fans, and family will gather at
the Shea Theater, 71 Avenue
A in Turners Falls, Mass., for
“Sparkletown III: A Tribute to
the Music & Spirit of Kate Lo-
renz” Performers that night
are part of a community of
touring artists who live or re-
cord in Vermont, Massachu-
setts, and beyond, and who
have collaborated over the
years with Lorenz. Celebrate
her birthday weekend, and
come listen, dance and spar-
kle. Doors open at 6 p.m. To
purchase tickets, visit www.
sheatheater.org/d/23256/
SPARKLETOWN-3--A-
Tribute-to-Kate-Lorenz.

“Sparkletown III” will be
a big night of Lorenzs own
songs and the songs of many
artists who were part of each
other’s work. The group will
include Kate’s brother Matt
Lorenz, Kris Delmhorst,
Caitlyn Canty, The Suitcase

(ﬂ
FOOD SHELF™

BLACK RIVER GOOD
NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday,

10 AM-3 PM

Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

“We are here to hely”

Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

Junket, Zak Trojano, The
Constellations, The Rear
Defrosters, and Julia Read.
Hosts will include Monte Bel-
monte, formerly with WRSI
and now cohost of The Fabu-
lous 413 at NEPM 88.5FM;
and Ed Malachowski, host
of Nine Volt Heart at Valley
Free Radio WXOJ 103.3FM.

Lorenz and her songwrit-
ing and soaring vocals were
an integral part of the mu-
sic scene in Vermont, Mas-
sachusetts, and beyond for
20 years. She was also a be-
loved early childhood edu-
cation teacher and friend. In
addition to her public life
on stage and her work as a
teacher, Lorenz was known
for her warmth and generos-
ity of spirit with friends and
strangers alike.

“Sparkletown III” is a fun-
draiser for the Kate Lorenz
Community Fund, which
supports the causes and ideas

BUILDERS, INC.

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT

www.barrsbuilders.com

General Contracting
Construction

Excavating

Kate held dear: children
and early literacy, women’s
rights, the visual and per-
forming arts, social justice,
environmental education,
and music. The fund do-
nates to organizations in
Vermont and Massachu-
setts.

More information about
the fund and making an
online donation can be
found at www.kateloren-
zmusic.com, or by check
made out to the Kate
Lorenz Memorial Com-
munity Fund, and mailed
to Kate Lorenz Memo-
rial Community Fund,
P.O. Box 418, Chester, VT
05143.
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Diana Whitney launches

“Girl Trouble™

PUTNEY, Vt. - Cel-
ebrate National Poetry
Month with an evening
of poetry, conversation,
and dancing as Diana
Whitney launches her
new book, “Girl Trouble,”
on Friday, April 10, at
7:30 p.m., at Next Stage
Arts, 15 Kimball Hill
in Putney, Vt. RSVP at
www.nextstagearts.org.
“Girl Trouble” has been
called “unstoppable”
and “deeply subversive”
Whitney’s collection is a

bold excavation of female
adolescence, tracing the
landscape of rape culture
from the 1980s to #metoo.
Her earthy, unflinching
poems spill secrets, make
trouble, and reckon with
stories of desire, harm, and
the agency and oppression
of women and girls. Deeply
connected to the natu-
ral world, “Girl Trouble”
grieves environmental deg-
radation, celebrates queer-
ness, and seeks healing for
the next generation. The

book builds to a full-throat-
ed roar, offering power and
release in truth-telling - a
work for survivors, advo-
cates, mothers, daughters,
and anyone navigating
trauma with resilience.
Whitney will be joined
in conversation by poet Eve
Alexandra, whose prize-
winning collection “None
of Us in White” was re-
leased in 2025. Guests can
enjoy snacks, a cash bar,
and purchase books from
Everyone’s Books.

Cavendish Historical

Society paper flowers

CAVENDISH, Vt. -
Continuing the 250th
anniversary celebra-
tion of the Declaration
of Independence, the
Cavendish Historical
Society (CHS), with the
Cavendish Library, will
be holding a free paper-
flower-making ~ work-
shop on Saturday, April
11, at 1 p.m., at the Cav-
endish Library, 573 Main
Street in Proctorsville.

Faux flowers, made
from paper, silk, and
wire, were favorites of
the Colonial period, and
would have adorned
clothes and hats, and
been displayed as deco-
rative items. While often
imported from England,
theyd also be made by
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Make paper flowers with the Cavendish Historical Society.

milliners (hat makers).
While the April work-
shop will be focusing on
red, white, and blue, other
options will be available.
Note that some hats will be
available for decorating, but
the supply is limited, so first

PHOTO PROVIDED

come, first served.

This is a free workshop
open to the public. Dona-
tions are appreciated and
welcomed. For more infor-
mation, email margocaul-
field@icloud.com or call
802-226-7807.

E.T.E and Keith Murphy &

Yann Falquet to perform

PUTNEY, Vt. - Next
Stage Arts and Twilight
Music present a dynamic
double bill on Saturday,
April 11, at 7:30 p.m.,,
featuring the boundary-
pushing Quebecois trio
E.TE and the masterful
Celtic guitar duo Keith
Murphy & Yann Falquet.
Doors open at 6:45 p.m,,
at Next Stage Arts, 15
Kimball Hill in Putney.
Tickets are available dis-
counted in advance at
www.nextstagearts.org.

E.T.E brings a bold,
contemporary perspec-
tive to Quebecois trad.
The trio - violinist Elisa-
beth Moquin, bouzouki
player Thierry Clouette,
and cellist Elisabeth Gi-
roux - draws on jazz,
progressive rock, and
classical influences to re-
imagine Quebecois and
Acadian repertoire.

The second half of
the double bill features
Keith Murphy and Yann
Falquet. Their work
highlights the rich tex-
tures, harmonies, and

EIST SELECTION OF

RPRESSORS

‘\\ IN THE AREA
'FINGER PRINTS & EFILE

\FORM 4S DONE INHOUSE

LARGEST SELECTION OF FIRE ARMS
LARGEST SELECTION OF AMMO

NEED CASH???

WE BUY GOLD'AND

SILVER, COINS,

JEWELRY, STERLING

QUACK DOG Gy

233 SOUTH MAIN ST -

Precious Metals Dealer #66

RUTLAND, VT

802-342-0187 blackdogshootingsupplies.com

rhythmic possibilities the
guitar has brought to tra-
ditional music since the
Celtic revival of the 1970s.
As singers, Murphy and
Falquet blend Franco and
Anglo traditions with depth
and nuance. Falquet brings

a wealth of French-Cana-
dian songs, while Murphy-
draws from the musical tra-
ditions of Newfoundland,
Quebec, and Vermont.

This event is sponsored
in part by the Délégation
du Québec a Boston.

Shop & Save with Us!
Upcoming Events

Mud Season Days
Closed Tuesdays & Wednesdays, starting 4/7

Easter Sunday Special 4/5
Check our website for sales & specials

Celebrate 4/20 with Us!

SUN 4/19 & MON 4/20
Down To The Roots SWAG for First 25 Visitors!
Live performance by Sammy B
Spin our Wheel for price discounts
Live demo from Haze Glass
Food Truck
Check our website for schedule & details

Everyday Savings: 10-20% Discounts
Veterans « Seniors - Medical Card Holders

VT & NH Residents « OKEMO Employees
OKEMO Valley Region Chamber of
Commerce Members & Employees

*Check our website for details*

7 Pineview Drive, Chester - 802-875-WEED
DownToTheRootsVT.com - ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

Our cannabis is stored for freshness in vapor
pressure-controlled Cannatrol® systems.

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT
AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or
use of cannabis may carry significant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law.
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The effects of edible cannabis may be
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration,
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience
harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the
influence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.
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How a reverse mortgage could help you with retirement

LUDLOW, Vt. - The start
of a new year has a way
of making you pause and
think about the future. If
you’re 62 or older and get-
ting ready for retirement —
or already settling into it —
you may be thinking about
how to make your savings
last and how to keep life
feeling comfortable. Many
homeowners explore us-
ing a reverse mortgage as
a practical way to access
some of the equity they've
already earned to help
make retirement easier.

What a reverse mortgage
means for you

At its core, a reverse
mortgage is a loan for
homeowners 62 and older
that lets you turn a por-
tion of your homes value
into cash. You continue to
own your home, stay on
the title, and live in it just

as you always have. The
difference is that you don't
make monthly mortgage
payments; instead, the loan
is settled later on, usually
when you move or sell the
home.

For many people, this
creates a little more breath-
ing room without having to
downsize or dip deeply into
retirement accounts.

How it can support re-
tirement

Retirement brings new
routines, new priorities,
and sometimes new finan-
cial surprises. A reverse
mortgage can help smooth
out the bumps by giving
you access to funds without
tapping your investments
or stretching your monthly
budget.

You can receive the
money as a monthly pay-
ment to use any way you

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

THM

@
QO

E118).

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
129 Lincoln Avenue, Suite A « Manchester Center, VT 05255
{802) 362-4663 » Fax (802) 362-6330 « TDD 1-800-545-1833 EXT. 326 OR 175

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VT

CONTINUES TO ACCEP APPLICATIONS
FOR 1-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only
USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.

Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-367-5252
802-362-4663

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

We do not agalnst tenant app on the basls of race, color, national origin, refigion,
sex, familial status, age, creed, gender identity, gender related characteristic or because a person intends
1o occupy & dwelling unit with one or more minor children or because a person is a recipient of public

: assistance, sexual orlentation, mavital status or disability. g

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
AT THM is an equal opportanity provider and employer

like. While everyone’s goals
in retirement are different,
many homeowners use re-
verse mortgage funds to
help with things like rising
health care or prescription
costs; home repairs, acces-
sibility updates, or safety
upgrades; travel, hobbies,
or spending more time
with family; setting aside
an emergency reserve; or
managing property taxes
and insurance more com-
fortably.

These funds are meant to
support the life you want to
live — not add pressure or
complication.

Common reverse mort-
gage myths
When people first hear
about reverse mortgages, a
few familiar myths tend to
come up. One of the most
common is the idea that
you give up ownership of
your home. You don’t - you

stay on the title and remain
the homeowner just as you
are today.

Another frequent myth
is that a reverse mortgage
could leave family mem-
bers with unexpected debt.
These loans are structured
so that neither you nor
your heirs will ever owe
more than the home is
worth when it’s sold, which
helps protect everyone in-
volved.

There’s also a misconcep-
tion that the process is hard
to navigate. In reality, part
of the approval process in-
cludes a meeting with a
HUD-approved counselor
who walks through the
details with you, answers
your questions, and en-
sures you fully understand
how the loan works before
you commit. And while
you continue to handle
property taxes, insurance,

and normal upkeep - the
same responsibilities you
have now - the safeguards
built into the program are
designed to help you un-
derstand the process clearly
and feel confident in what-
ever decision you make.

Who a reverse mortgage
might benefit

A reverse mortgage isn’t

something everyone needs,
but it can be a helpful so-
lution for homeowners
who plan to stay in their
home long term and want
to make their retirement
years a little easier to man-
age. It can be especially
helpful for those who have
built up substantial equity
and prefer to use a por-
tion of it to support their
financial plans rather than
relying solely on savings or
investments.

It may also be a good fit if
you're looking for a steady

way to cover ongoing ex-
penses, handle occasional
surprises, or simply add a
bit more comfort to your
monthly budget while re-
maining in the home you
love.

Everyone’s situation is
a little different, and de-
ciding whether a reverse
mortgage fits into your
retirement plans is a per-
sonal choice. If you're cu-
rious about how it might
work for you, or you just
want a clearer picture of
what it would look like, ’'m
here to help. We can walk
through your goals, look at
the numbers together, and
talk through everything in
simple, easy-to-understand
terms. Whenever youre
ready, 'm here to chat.

Submitted by Victoria
Blodgett, Prime Lending,
Ludlow, Vt.

Fair housing, tenants’ rights workshop

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
On Thursday, April 23, at

1 p.m., the public is invit-
ed to a Zoom presentation

BARRETT |
&VALLEY [

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

g o

o

802-228-5333

FOR SALE | 188 STATION ROAD | MOUNT HOLLY
5 MINUTES TO JACKSON GORE AT OKEMO
Four bedroom home on dead end road with easy access to VAST
snowmobile trail and Healdville hiking trail.

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation
www.KelleyRealEstate.com

*  Lang. Co’

on fair housing and ten-
ants’ rights.

The Champlain Valley
Office of Economic Op-
portunity Fair Housing
project and the Spring-
field Town Library are
hosting a this live work-
shop via Zoom. This
workshop is an introduc-
tion to the fundamentals
of tenants’ rights and re-
sponsibilities, as well as
fair housing protections,
and it is designed for ten-
ants, landlords, and all
community members in
between. We will briefly
cover the housing land-
scape in Vermont, basic
tenant skills, landlord ob-
ligations, who is protected
under state and federal

can look and sound like,
and what we can do to
prevent housing discrimi-
nation.

This workshop provides
information that is es-
sential to all community
members, community
advocates, and housing
providers. It is crucial that
people are aware of these
rights and fair housing
protections to have the
knowledge to navigate a
variety of housing experi-
ences and conflicts. Our
goal is to help everyone
be informed about where
they can find support, re-
sources, and information
to prevent and fight illegal
housing discrimination.

To sign up, please con-

fair housing law, what
housing  discrimination

tact the Springfield Town
Library at 802-885-3108.

Primel.endingm

Purchase | Refinance | Renovation

VICTORIA BLODGETT

PRODUCTION MANAGER | NMLS: 179656

‘;;" \\\ @& vbprimelending.com < vblodgett@primelending.com

TN

AL

b 802-683-8697
2NN

126 Main St #1C | Ludlow, VT 05149 Home Loans Made Simple.

eLending, a PlainsCapital Company (PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649) Equal Housing Lender.
Lending. a PlainsCapital Company, PrimeLending VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964 MB. V052323

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS
DEPDT HOME CENTER

HELP WANTED
Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out
ROOF RAKES, KEROSENE, HEAT TAPES, SLEDS, ICE MELTS,
PROPANE & ELECTRIC HEATER, PLUMBING SUPPLIES, WOOD PELLETS
Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. * Charlestown, NH 03603
Tel: 603-826-3251 * Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

173 Baltimore Road
kPerkinsville, VT 05151

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129
J

L/
%, BEARDMORE o
% PAINTING ,9

DERK BEARDMORE

beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

45 TAYLOR HILL FULLY INSURED
ATHENS, VT 05143 FREE ESTIMATES R.E. HINKLEY CO., INC. WoodWriaht
8 Lane Ridge Rd. « PO. Box 832 g
XCAVA! Claremont, NH 03743 .
rAYLOR E TING L1 /D/\\ Contracting
TRUCKING & EXCAVATING Heating Oil « Kerosene « Diesel Fuel JOHN WRIGHT
SEPTIC SYSTEMS, LAND CLEARINGS, DRIVEWAYS Propane « Air Conditioning « Plumbing
COMPLETE HOUSE SITES Systems Design « Installation ¢ Service NEW CONSTRUCTION
LANDSCAPING, WALL BUILDING ~ Fully Insured ~ AND REMODELING
LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING O PO Box 914.Chester.VT.05143
802-869-2905 802-289-1508 ) www.rehinkey.com © woodwrightvt@gmail.com
DAN 24/7 Emergency Service (603) 543-3571 ® 802/236.1627

FIBER INSULATION ¢ ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

happening now!
Stop in the store today!

409 Main Street * 603-542-5111
CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743

AZ——>mMI 2 OZ—W=ECro

LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM

CHAVES EXCAVATING

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

* Full Service Repair Facility

% Veteran Owned & Operated %

M
LAMBERT A
SUPPLY CO. INC. K ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
YOUR ONE STOP N Sand - Gravel - Stone
BUILDING & R . .
M()l)El{NllZlNG Y Shurpac - Topsoil - Fill MORN I N G S I DE
CENTER Service Station
P 5,000 Ib. Hydraulic
INSIDE SPECIALS g Hammer for * Custom Exhaust with Warranty
D
U
C
T
S

(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH
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Virginia M. Dufresne, 1948-2026 Doreen Eno, 1927-2026 Gordon R. Hall 11, 1983-2026

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Virginia M.  Dufresne
passed away peacefully at
home on March 11, 2026,
at the age of 77, surrounded
by her loving family.

Virginia was born on
June 30, 1948, in Lebanon,
N.H. She attended Richards
School in Newport, N.H.,
Claremont Junior High,
and St. Mary’s High School
in Claremont, N.H., where
she graduated in 1967.

Virginia married her hus-
band of 56 years, André V.
Dufresne, on June 1, 1968,
in Claremont, N.H. She had
three daughters. She worked
at Dunkin Donuts, Holsum
Bakery, and Split Ball Bear-
ing (Timken), where she
retired after 32 years when
her health began to decline.

Virginia found enjoy-
ment in spending time
with her family, especially
her grandchildren, playing
bingo and cribbage, doing
crossword puzzles, going to
casinos, attending conven-
tions with the local lodges
where she could travel and
take in many new sights,
and making friends while
volunteering with helping
others in their many needs.
She was a member of the
American Legion Auxiliary
29, and a life member of
the VFW Auxiliary 808 and
the WOTM 629, where she
held many positions over
the years.

Virginia was predeceased
by her parents, William H.
and Marie Cummings Sr.;
her husband, André; her
brothers, William Cum-
mings Jr., Theodore Cum-
mings Sr., and Henry Cum-
mings Sr; and her sisters
Judith Cummings and
JoAnn Johnson.

Virginia is survived by
her daughters, Mabel Ber-
tot (Michael), of West War-
wick, R.I., and Kathy Web-
ster and Mary Judd, both
of Claremont, N.H; her
grandchildren,  Nicholas
Bertot (Katie), Daniel Ber-
tot (Denisse), and Rhian-
non Bertot (Shawn), all of
Manchester, N.H., Victoria

£

Virginia Dufresne, 1948-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Webster (Jason), of Keene,
N.H., Mariah Dufresne
(Keevan), of Claremont,
N.H., and Alysha Webster
(Adam), of Springfield, Vt.;
her  great-grandchildren,
Allyssialyn Furtado, David
Dufresne, and Natiery Hal-
ey, all of Claremont, N.H.;
her sisters Janice Converse
(Larry), of Claremont,
N.H., and Mary Stone (Har-
old), of Walpole, N.H.; and
many cousins, nieces, and
nephews.

A celebration of life for
Virginia will be held on
Sunday, May 17, from 12-4
p.m., at the Newport Moose
Family Center 1236, 18 Golf
Club Road in Newport,
N.H. A Mass of Christian
burial will be held on Satur-
day, July 11, at 11 a.m., at St.
Norbert Church in Hard-
wick, Vt., with a graveside
service at Fairview Cem-
etery. A gathering will be
held following the service,
at the church’s reception
room.

Virginia’s family would
like to extend a sincere
thank-you to Associates of
Medicine, Valley Regional
Hospital, Golden Cross
Ambulance,  Dartmouth
Hitchcock Medical Center,
Cheshire Medical Center,
Cheshire County EMS, and
Bayada Hospice for help-
ing take care of our mother
through her illnesses.

In lieu of flowers, the
family asks that donations
be made to the Sullivan
County Humane Society, 14
Tremont Street, Claremont
NH 03743.

First Congregational Church of Westminster, 3470
U.S. Route 5, Westminster, V.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Doreen was born on Dec. 4,
1927, to George Thumwood
and Ethel Mayne, in London
England. She left this world
on March 15, 2026, at the
age of 98.

Doreen was a young girl at
the beginning of World War
II. She was part of Opera-
tion Pied Piper, where more
than 1.5 million people,
mostly schoolchildren, were
moved from their homes
and families to the country-
side to escape the German
bombing raids. Eventually,
she was able to move back to
her family. She loved going
to the movies and dancing.

Doreen met her husband-
to-be, an American soldier,
on a blind date at the chang-
ing of the guard outside
Buckingham Palace in Lon-
don, in 1945. Many things
were hard to come by at the
time, but Charles made sure
his “Shorty” had plenty of
chocolate and oranges — two
of her most favorite things.

They married on April 29,
1946, in London, and had
a life together for 70 years,
until Charles passed away in
2016.

Doreen came to America
on the Queen Mary I with
other English “war brides,
as they were called. She went
to her husband’s hometown
of Bellows Falls, Vt. She al-
ways loved the town, and
especially the Connecticut
River. It reminded her of
home by the River Thames.

Doreen loved her tea and
cookies, and felt that they
were the cure-all for every-
thing. When served, she
would happily say “yum
yum!”

Doreen worked for sev-
eral stores in Bellows Falls,
but her favorite of all was
the Rockingham Library.
She was an avid reader. She
would have several books
going at once. We think she
read every book there. She
worked until 80 years of age.

Doreen had a good and
kind soul. She had a smile
for everyone she met. She
loved spending time with
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Doreen Eno, 1927-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

her family.

She is survived by her
daughters, Doreen (Dennis)
Rochester and Marie Laplan-
te (Terrence Ryan); and
her beloved grandchildren,
Joshua (Amanda), Jordan,
David (Beth), and Brenna.
She was blessed to have three
great-grandchildren, Adam,
Matthew, and Hudson, and
many fondly thought-of
nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by
her husband, Charles, her
brother, Edward, and her
parents.

We would like to send
a special thank-you to the
Springfield Center for Liv-
ing and Rehab for the loving
care they gave her. Special
thanks to Holly, Dan, Chel-
sea, and all the other aides;
and nurses Tony and Trevor,
for always bringing a smile to
her face.

There are no calling
hours. A Mass of Christian
burial will be held on April
18, at 11 a.m., at St. Charles
Church. Burial will follow in
St. Charles Cemetery. In lieu
of flowers, donations can be
made to the Rockingham
Library, or to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

Doreen would like to leave
you with this: “You are my
sunshine, my only sunshine,
you make me happy when
skies are grey, youll never
know dear, how much I love
you”

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westminster
Street, Bellows Falls, Vit.

Ludlow Baptist Church, on the Green, 99 Main St.,

Ludlow, Vt.

The First Congregational Church of Westminster will hold
the following services for Holy Week and Easter: Palm
Sunday, March 29 - Palms blessed and distributed at 10
a.m., Tenebrae service at 7 p.m. Holy Thursday, April 2 —
Soup meal in the hall at 5 p.m., service of the Last Supper
at 6 p.m., in the church. Good Friday, April 3 — Church
open 12-3 p.m. for personal prayer and Good Friday
service, with veneration of the Cross at 6 p.m. Easter
Sunday, April 5 — Sunrise at Kurn Hattin Mayo Building,
at 6:40 a.m. Easter breakfast to follow in the church hall.
Main Easter service at 10 a.m., in the church. Please

join us we are a growing congregation. The Rev. Rich
O'Donnell serves as Pastor. We hope to see you.

Immanuel Episcopal Church, 20 Church St., Bellows
Falls, Vt.

Immanuel Episcopal Church offers Holy Week and Easter
services. Here you will find a welcoming atmosphere
regardless of where you are in your spiritual journey.

All are welcome. On Palm Sunday, March 29, at 10
a.m., we begin Holy Week with Jesus’ joyful arrival in
Jerusalem, greeted with palms and “Hosannal!” The
celebration turns reflective as we hear the Passion story;
on Maundy Thursday, April 2, at 6 p.m., a communion
service in St. Mary’s Chapel remembers the Last Supper.
We move outdoors as the story continues, ending in
silence as the altar is left bare; On Good Friday, April 3,
at 6 p.m., walk the Stations of the Cross through scripture,
prayer, and art, reflecting on Jesus’ suffering and his
message of love and forgiveness. An Easter Vigil will be
held on April 4, at 6 p.m. Beginning outdoors we light
the fire of new life and gather in quiet hope, awaiting
the joy of the resurrection. On Easter Sunday, April 5, at
10 a.m., celebrate the joy of Easter with music, flowers,
and a resounding “Alleluia, Christ is risen!” Zoom invites
to Sunday 10 a.m. services are available by emailing
immanuelepiscopal@gmail.com.

GENERAL
i.“ \ —
AUTO SALVAGE Co.mc
New Hampshire and Vermont's Largest Auto Recycler!!!

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete - Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

‘\
l

800-562-3845 - 603-542-9595 — sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743

The Ludlow Baptist Church, on the Green in Ludlow, invites
you fo their Easter services. He is risen! There will be a
Good Friday service on Friday, April 3, at 6:30 p.m. On
Easter Sunday, the church will hold a sunrise service at
8:30 a.m., Easter breakfast at 9:30 a.m., and worship
service at 11 a.m. Join us, all are welcome.

Second Congregational Church of Londonderry,
2051 N. Main St., Londonderry, Vi.

The Second Congregational Church in Londonderry
invites all fo their Holy Week Services. Palm Sunday is
Sunday, March 30, and worship is at 9:30 a.m. We have
a wonderful Sunday school for young people. On Good
Friday, April 3, there will be a Good Friday service at 7
p.m., at the church. On Easter Sunday, April 5, our sunrise
service will be at 6:15 a.m., at 1005 Landgrove Road,
Londonderry. Easter worship is in the church sanctuary, at
9:30 a.m., followed by our annual Easter egg hunt in the
sanctuary, and Easter brunch in our downstairs Friendship
Room. On Easter Sunday, everyone is invited to decorate
the cross on the lawn of the church with a flower as a sign
and celebration of the resurrection. For more information,
please call the church office at 802-824-6453, or visit
www.2ndcongregationalchurchvt.org.

Tyson Community Church, 39 Dublin Road, Ludlow,
Vi

The Tyson Community Church will be celebrating Easter
services on April 5, at 10:30 a.m., with readings and
music provided by Erik Johansson. We are located across
from the Echo Lake Inn. We hope you can join us.

F R

' Easter
‘ He s Risen!
Ludlow Baptist Church

On the Green
6:30 pm Good Friday Service
8:30 am Sunrise Service
9:30 am Easter Breakfast
11:00 am Worship Service

WALPOLE, N.H. - Gor-
don “Gordo”/“Gordy” Rich-
ard Hall II, 42, formerly of
Alstead, N.H., and Chester,
Vt., passed away unexpect-
edly at his home in Walpole,
N.H., on March 23, 2026,
following a joyful family
celebration in upstate New
York. Though his time here
was far too short, the love
he gave and the memories
he created will live on in all
who knew him.

Gordo came into this
world as suddenly as he left
it, born on Oct. 31, 1983, in
the cab of his father’s pickup
truck, in a hospital parking
lot in Claremont, N.H., to
Gordon Richard Hall and
Donna Lee (Sutts) Hall
From the very beginning,
he lived life in his own ex-
traordinary way. He grew up
in Alstead, N.H., attending
Alstead Elementary School
and Fall Mountain Regional
High School, where he built
lifelong friendships and was
known for his loyalty, hu-
mor, and genuine heart.

Gordo began his career
with Davey Tree Service,
starting as a tree climber. He
later continued his work at
Asplundh, where, through
dedication, hard work, and
perseverance, he advanced
to the role of foreman. While
he was deeply committed to
his profession, what mat-
tered most to him was build-
ing a life centered around
his son, his family, and the
people he loved. Being a
father was Gordos greatest
pride and deepest joy. His
son, Gabriel, was his world.
The love he had for him
was endless, and it showed
through with every moment
they shared. That love will
continue to guide and sur-
round Gabriel always. Gor-
do will also be remembered
as a fiercely loyal grandson,
a loving son, a protective
brother, a caring cousin and
nephew, the best uncle ever,
and a true friend. He was the
kind of person who showed
up - no matter what — with
a willingness to help and a
heart that gave without hesi-
tation. His signature cock-
eyed smile and the warmth
behind it could light up
even the darkest days, and
his presence brought com-
fort, laughter, and a sense of
home to so many.

Gordo is survived by his
beloved son, Gabriel Fran-

PHOTO PROVIDED

cis-Ervin Hall, of Chester,
Vt., and Gabriel's mother,
Katerina Fluharty, of Ches-
ter, Vt; his paternal grand-
mother, Joanne Gilman
Hall, of Westmoreland,
N.H; his loving and sup-
portive parents, Gordon
and Donna Hall, of Alstead,
N.H.; his sister, Jessica L.
Hall, of Alstead, N.H., and
her partner, Joshua Buch-
man, of Saxtons River, Vt.;
his brother, Charles J. Hall,
of Alstead, N.H., and his
partner, Sonya A. Moore,
of Walpole, N.H.; and his
nieces, Isabella S. Giorgi, of
Alstead, N.H., and Claire L.
Hall, of Charlestown, N.H.;
along with many aunts,
uncles, cousins, and extend-
ed family who loved him
deeply. He was predeceased
by his paternal grandfather,
Donald Emerson Hall.

Visiting hours will be held
at Fenton and Hennessey
Funeral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.,
on Wednesday, April 8, from
5-7 p.m. A remembrance
of his life will be held at a
later date, with details to be
shared once arrangements
are finalized. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial contributions
may be made to the Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Association of
America (MSAA), by calling
800-532-7667 or emailing
donorrelations@mymsaa.
org. Gordos life was a re-
minder to love deeply, show
up fully, and hold tight to
the people who matter most.
Though our hearts are bro-
ken, we will carry him with
us - in every laugh, every
memory, and every moment
we choose love, just as he
always did. He will never be
forgotten.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

Lawrence L. Wight, 1941-2026

WEATHERSFIELD, Vt. -
Lawrence Leon Wight, 85,
of Weathersfield, Vt., passed
away on March 23, 2026,
surrounded by his family,
after a long and meaning-
tul life defined by curios-
ity, creativity, learning, and
a deep love for the natural
world. Born Aug. 19, 1941,
in Claremont, N.H., Larry
devoted his life to educa-
tion, teaching, and leading
in schools across Vermont,
New Hampshire, and Alas-
ka.

He often said his soul
was split between Alaska
and Vermont. In Girdwood,
Alaska, he taught middle
school and explored the
wilderness before returning
to his beloved Weathers-
field home, where he lived
for nearly 50 years. A pas-
sionate educator, he was
known for advocating for
students who needed sup-
port in strengthening their
self-worth.

He shared a remarkable
70-year love story with his
high school sweetheart and
wife, Dottie.

Lawrence Wight, 1941-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

In later years, Larry lived
with Alzheimer’s disease,
yet the core memories he
worked so hard to preserve
remained the most vivid.

He is survived by his wife,
Dottie; daughter Shelley Al-
flen (Robert); granddaugh-
ters Kayla Staples (Graham)
and Kaidance Craig (Ryan);
great-grandchildren Exelia
and Gauge; and niece Jen-
nifer Johnston.

He will be remembered
for his kindness, humor,
and unwavering belief in
others. His legacy lives on
in the lives he touched.

r

OBITUARIES: A 200-word obituary is $100, and $0.60
per word thereafter. A photo is an additional $20. Email to
editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday at 12 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES: We run Church Services on an
alternating schedule. Subject to space. All services are posted
online at www.VermontJournal.com.
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COMMUNITY/LEGAL NOTICES

APRIL 3 -

LUDLOW, Vt. - The Tyson
Ladies Aid, in conjunction
with the Easter Bunny and
the Marshmallow Chicks,
are once again holding
their annual Easter pie
bake sale to benefit the
surrounding communities.
There will be pies, cakes,
breads, cookies, and treats
to choose from for your
holiday meal. The ladies
are hard at work planning
and preparing to make
freshly baked, homemade
goodies for you and your
family. Come join us at
the Shaw’s Plaza on Good
Friday, April 3, from 10
a.m. - 1 p.m. All proceeds
go towards scholarships
for a graduating senior
from both Green Mountain
Union High School and
Woodstock High School,
maintaining the Tyson
Library, and various

other community support

projects.

APRIL 4 -

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — The
Springfield Easter-egg hunt
will be held on April 4,

on the Commons. The first
hunt kicks off at 11 a.m.,
for children ages newborn
to 3 years old, followed
by a second hunt at 11:30
a.m., for kids aged 4 and
older. The Easter Bunny
will be there, ready to
pose for photos with the
community, making this a
delightful event for families.
Sponsored by the Town

of Springfield Parks and
Recreation Department,
with a partnership from
Springfield on the Move,
this festive day promises
fun and excitement for
everyone.

NEWPORT, N.H. - There
will be live country music at
the Newport Moose Lodge,
18 Golf Club Road, on

Bafa wubu tai chi

April 4, from 2-5 p.m.

APRIL 8 -

PLAINFIELD, N.H. - A
Humpday Luncheon will

be served on Wednesday,
April 8, from 12-1 p.m.,

at the Blow-Me-Down
Grange, 1107 Route

12A. The menu will be
pork chops, potatoes,
vegetables, and dessert, for
a small fee. Sponsored by
the Blow-Me-Down Grange
and Park Grange, to benefit
Liberty House for veterans

in Manchester, N.H.
APRIL 10-12 -

PUTNEY, Vt. - The
Grammar School’s
seventh and eighth
graders will perform
Shakespeare’s goofiest
play “The Comedy of
Errors,” packed with
silly slapstick and
heartwarming moments,
on Friday, April 10, at
7 p.m.; Saturday, April
11,at2p.m.and 7

p.m.; and Sunday, April
12, at 2 p.m. Directed by
Jessa Rowan and brought
to life with laughter and
love by The Grammar
School’s seventh and eighth
graders, this show is sure
to be fun for the whole
family. The Grammar
School is located at 159
Grammar School Lane. To
purchase tickets, visit www.
thegrammarschool.org.

APRIL 11 -
BRIDGEWATER CORNERS,
Vt. - Bingo at the

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
The Springfield Area
Parent Child Center
(SAPCC) will host the
33rd annual Week of the
Young Child Family Fes-
tival & Touch-a-Truck on

Saturday, April 11, from
9 am. - 12 p.m,, at Riv-

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
There’s a new, simpler tai
chi form that beginners are
learning in China, and it
has come to Springfield.

Bafa wubu means “eight
methods, five steps,” and
it breaks down more com-
plex tai chi movements
into smaller pieces that are
easier to follow for many
students. The first part of
the form is stationary, and
it can even be done while
seated.

Come to the Unitarian
Universalist Meetinghouse
in Springfield, Vt., 21 Fair-
ground Road, at 10 a.m.,,
for eight Tuesdays, April
7-May 26, to learn from
and practice with Tai Chi
Vermont-certified teacher

Jo Bregnard. Classes are
60 minutes and will also
be livestreamed via Zoom
for those who can’t make
it to the meetinghouse. To
learn more and sign up for
online access, visit studio.
jobregnard.com/prod-
uct/92447.

In China, bafa wubu is
now taught as the stan-
dard beginner form. It
includes quintessential
tai chi movements, and it
focuses on the core princi-
ples of the practice: delib-
erate weight transference,
healthy posture, relaxed
breathing, body awareness,
and steps that improve bal-
ance and agility.

Sponsored by Senior So-
lutions, these free classes

storm operations.

Competitive salary and benefits.

Send resume and cover letter to:

Full job description available at:
Position open until filled.
EOE.

ROAD FOREMAN - TOWN OF WESTON, VT

The Town of Weston is seeking a full-time Road Foreman
to oversee maintenance of town roads and supervise the
road crew. Position includes equipment operation, project
coordination, and emergency response including winter

CDL required or ability to obtain.

Town of Weston, PO Box 98, Weston VT 05161
or email selectboard@westonvt.org

www.westonvt.org

will include warmups
and cooldowns, with
practice both standing
and seated. If being on
your feet for an extended
time is challenging for
you, you can participate
right from your chair.
No prior tai chi experi-
ence is necessary. Can't
make it live? All who
sign up will have access
to recordings after class
SO you can practice on
your own schedule.

Please wear comfort-
able clothing and flat,
closed-heel and -toe
shoes for practice, and
have a full water bottle
with you. Contact Breg-
nard if you have any
additional questions by
emailing jo@jobregnard.
com.

Tai Chi Vermont is a
nonprofit  corporation
dedicated to providing
safe and effective tai
chi instructor training
throughout the state.
Learn more about Tai
Chi Vermont by visiting
www.taichivermont.org.

erside Middle School, 13
Fairground Road, Spring-
field. This free, family-
friendly event will feature
activities both inside and
outside the school.

Reinbow

BELMONT, Vt. - Re-
inbow Riding Center, a
Rutland  County-based
therapeutic  horseman-
ship center, is hosting
a Pancakes for Ponies
fundraising breakfast at
the Mount Holly Com-
munity Center, located
on the bottom floor of
the Mount Holly Com-
munity Library, 26 Ma-
ple Hill Road, Belmont,
Vt. This event will take
place on Sunday morn-
ing, April 12, from 8:30-
11 a.m. Funds raised will
primarily be used for the
care of the horses in our
program. As parking is
limited, guests are also
encouraged to carpool.
The cost is discounted

Cavendish Town Elementary School
Kindergarten Registration
Monday, April 13th - Friday, April 17th

Administrative Assistant
Weston Selectboard (Part-Time)

The Town of Weston, Vermont is seeking a highly organized
and reliable Administrative Assistant to support the
Selectboard and assist with daily municipal operations.

Responsibilities include meeting coordination, agenda
and minutes preparation, public communication, records
management, and general administrative support.

Schedule: Approximately 20 hours per week
Location: Weston Town Office
Pay: Based on experience

Strong organizational, communication, and computer skills
required. Municipal experience preferred but not required.

Full job description and application available at: www.
westonvt.org

SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT

301 SOUTH STREET -

SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT 05156 &
WWW.SSDVT.ORG A

SCHOOL DISTRICT

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR...
mmm) A MEANINGFUL CAREER

APPLY BE)  FAMILY FRIENDLY HOURS

TODAY m)  COMPETITIVE WAGES

EEE)  EXCELLENT BENEFITS

PHYSICAL PLANT SUPERVISOR, SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS, SCHOOL
PSYCHOLOGISTS, SPEECH LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST, INSTRUCTIONAL
PARAEDUCATORS, CUSTODIAL STAFF AND SUBSTITUTES

UPDATED SUBSTITUTE PAY STRUCTURE!!

Parents residing in the town of Cavendish are invited to contact
Donna Hamilton at Cavendish Town Elementary School office
at donna.hamilton@trsu.org to register their child who will be
five years of age by September 1, 2026.

When you contact us, we will provide further information

on the registration process. The following documentation is
required for registration: birth certificate, current immunization
record, current physical exam and proof of residency.

For more information call: 802-875-7758

TOWN OF CHESTER
PLANNING COMMISSION
MEETING NOTICE
Act 181 Tier 3 Overview

The Chester Planning Commission is pleased to invite Alex
Weinhagen, Board Member on the State of Vermont’s Land
Use Review Board, to join us to review work underway on
Act 181 to define maps and rules for Act 250 Tier 3 areas. The
meeting will be held on Monday, April 06, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.
at the Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester and
via Zoom at the following link found on the chestervt.gov
website https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81029256359.

What are Tier 3 areas?

Historically, Act 250 jurisdiction has been based on the

size of the development or subdivision, with a focus on
larger projects. Act 181 of 2024 implements location-based
jurisdiction reform by identifying three different areas. Tier
1 areas are planned for growth in and around village and
downtown centers, where Act 250 jurisdiction would be
reduced or eliminated entirely in favor of municipal-level
permitting and other State permitting (e.g., ANR, Division
of Fire Safety, etc.). Tier 3 areas are critical natural resources,
where Act 250 jurisdiction would be increased to cover more
types of development than today. Tier 2 areas are the rest of
the state, where Act 250 jurisdiction would remain largely as
we know it today, but with additional jurisdiction for projects
building more than 800 feet of new roads.

The purpose of the meeting is to raise awareness of this
important body of work, ask questions, and gather feedback
from the community.

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 19th day of March 2026.
Hugh Quinn, Planning Commission Chair

Bridgewater Grange, 129
Route 100A, will be held
on Saturday, April 11.
Doors open at 5 p.m.,
game begins at 6:15

p.m. Concessions will be
available.

APRIL 12 -

CLAREMONT, N.H. - The
Claremont Senior Center,

5 Acer Heights, will host

a paint and sip event on
Sunday, April 12, at 1 p.m.
There is a maximum of 25

participants. Call Cheryl at
603-543-5998 to reserve

Inside the gym, families
can enjoy children’s enter-
tainment, hands-on activi-
ties from area educators and
children’s  organizations,
community resource tables,
and free photos from VT
& NH Photo Booths spon-
sored by Cota Oil.

Qutside, touch-a-truck,
sponsored by the Edgar
May Health and Recreation
Center, will give children
the opportunity to explore
vehicles up close. A senso-

your spot. Participants

will paint dragonflies. Al
supplies for the painting
will be provided Bring

your own drinks (alcohol is
permitted) and snacks. You
do not have to know how to
paint; you will be taught.

APRIL 13 -

CHESTER, Vt. — American
Legion Post 67, 637
Vermont Route 103, will
hold its monthly meeting
on Monday, April 13, at
7 p.m. All members are
encouraged fo attend.

33rd Week of the Young
Child Family Festival —

ry-friendly hour (no horns)
will be held from 9-10 a.m.

This year’s theme is
construction,  celebrating
the importance of build-
ing strong foundations for
young children and fami-
lies.

For more information,
or to register for a booth,
contact SAPCC at 802-886-
5242 or sapcc@sapcc-vt.org.
For touch-a-truck inquiries,
contact the Edgar May at
802-885-2568.

Riding fundraiser —

for youth 16 and younger.
Guests are encouraged to
prepay for tickets at www.
zefty.com/en-US/ticketing/
pancakes-for-ponies.

This will be a wonderful
opportunity for members
of the community to meet
Julia, our new program di-
rector and instructor. There
will be door prizes and a si-
lent auction as well.

The mission of Reinbow
Riding Center is to improve
the wellbeing of individu-
als with unique physical,
emotional, and/or cognitive
challenges through a cus-
tomized therapeutic equine
experience. Reinbow Rid-
ing Center is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization es-
tablished in 2008, based in
Belmont, Vt. We strive to
meet the needs of every in-
dividual who participates in
our therapeutic horseman-

Reinbow recently earned a
2026 Platinum Seal of Trans-
parency, the highest level
awarded, from CANDID,
an independent organiza-
tion that ranks nonprofits. If
you are unable to attend this
fundraising breakfast and
would still like to support
the program, please visit
www.reinbowridingcenter.
org/support-us.

For information about
opportunities to volunteer
with Reinbow Riding Cen-
ter, visit www.reinbowrid-
ingcenter.org/volunteer.

You can also show your
support by sharing this
event, or following Reinbow
Riding Center on all their
social media platforms:
Facebook, Instagram, Twit-
ter, and LinkedIn.

For more information
about Reinbow  Riding
Center and its therapeutic

ship programs, mounted or horsemanship  programs,
unmounted, regardless of please visit www.reinbow-
their ability to pay. ridingcenter.org.

TOWN OF ROCKINGHAM

The Town of Rockingham, VT is accepting bids for the
sidewalk improvement project in front of the Flat Iron
Building, 51 The Square, Bellows Falls, VT, and associated
work in accordance with the plans prepared by SVE
Associates, at the intersections of Westminster, Mill and
Bridge Streets in Bellows Falls, VT. Site Visit on April

8 2 p.m. Bids Due on Wednesday, April 22 at 11 a.m.
developmentassist@rockbf.org

Complete Bid package www.rockinghamvt.org/public-notices

property taxes.

held by the Town.

Property Information:
A list of available properties:

applicable restrictions.

Kevin Barnes
William Raveis
802-228-8877
kevin@vtprop.com

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF PLYMOUTH, VERMONT
SALE OF TOWN-OWNED PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given that the Town of Plymouth, Vermont,
will offer for sale certain parcels of real property acquired
by the Town through tax sale proceedings due to delinquent

This sale is conducted in accordance with the provisions of
Vermont law, including 24 V.S.A. § 1061 (Sale of Town-
Owned Land). The properties to be sold were not redeemed
within the statutory period following tax sale and are now

Route 100N, Plymouth, VT - Parcel #001225
East Ash Road, Lot 2-20, Plymouth, VT - Parcel #000328

Interested parties are encouraged to perform their own due
diligence regarding property conditions, title status, and any

For further information, please contact:

Dated at Plymouth, Vermont this 24th day of March 2026.
By Order of the Plymouth Select Board
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OPINION

Dear Editor,

The rule of law has kept
our country safe from des-
pots for almost 240 years.
Our Constitution, ratified
in 1788, was missing a Bill
of Rights, which kept sev-
eral founders from signing.
James Madison introduced
one the following year, and
10 amendments were rati-
fied in December of 1791.
The First Amendments
place at the top was no ac-
cident: The freedoms of
religion, speech, and press
were understood as the most
foundational political rights
ofall.

George Washington had
a notably complicated rela-
tionship with the press — he
was one of its most savaged
targets — yet still defended
its necessity: “If freedom of
speech is taken away, then
dumb and silent we may be

Dear Editor,

The Springfield Rotary
Club recently presented
its 15th recycled bench to
Union Street Elementary
School. Next in line for the
program are the Spring-
field Lions Club Dog Park,
Springfield VFW, and Elm
Hill Elementary School.

We have learned that
Trex has changed the incen-
tives for program participa-
tion. Instead of earning a
bench after collecting 1,000
pounds of plastic bags and
films, organizations that
collect 250 pounds in a
three-month period will be

Dear Editor,

On behalf of Okemo
Valley TV, I would like to
thank the voters of Ludlow
and Plymouth for approv-
ing increases to our fund-
ing from budget appro-
priations from each town.
As many know, one of our
longstanding core services
is the “gavel-to-gavel” cover-
age of municipal meetings,
which provides not only an
opportunity for residents to
stay informed on the issues
affecting their town, but also

led, like sheep to the slaugh-
ter”

Thomas Jefferson was
equally unequivocal: “The
only thing worse than an ir-
responsible free press is no
free press at all”

“Were it left to me to de-
cide whether we should have
a government without news-
papers, or newspapers with-
out a government, I should
not hesitate a moment to
prefer the latter”

These are not abstract
ideals. Defunding public
broadcasting. Massive law-
suits against outlets critical
of the current president.
Selectively blocking Penta-
gon briefings. Consolidat-
ing media ownership to
suppress dissent. Pressuring
local publishers to defer to
local government. These
things are happening now,

entered, along with 24 other
groups, into a prize draw-
ing. The program details are
at www.nextrex.com/view/
programs.

What this means for our
community: after collect-
ing the 1,000 pounds we
expected would produce
a bench, we received only
four raffle entries for this
quarter’s drawing. There is
now no guarantee that the
next organization in line -
the Springfield Lions Club
Dog Park - will get a recy-
cled bench.

Although this change is

unfettered and unedited ac-
cess to their government
bodies in action. We record,
stream, broadcast, and ar-
chive all official government
meetings in each town. In
recent years, this part of our
work has increased, with the
adoption of “hyrbid” meet-
ings and the new require-
ments in Vermont’s Open
Meeting Law.

We value the partnerships
we have with the towns, and
appreciate the support from

CLASSIFIEDS
Start at $20 per week for 4 lines of text. Buy 3 get 1 Free!

and left unchecked, will
result in an ever-deeper
consolidation of power
and a public left wonder-
ing what happened to our
republic.

It is up to us — We the
People - to defend our
Constitution, because too
many within our govern-
ment are working to tear
it down. Being a patriot
means standing up for our
Bill of Rights and the rule
of law, especially when
government itself is the
threat. Don't be fooled by
the Trump machine’s pro-
paganda - a government
of, by, and for the people
will not survive without
the people demanding it.

Sincerely,
Tim Roper
Chester, Vt.

disappointing, the moti-
vation behind the effort
remains environmental
stewardship. Over the
past three years, our pro-
gram has removed more
than 7 tons of plastic film
from the waste stream,
and that positive impact
should not be overlooked.

Please continue to
bring your plastic film
to the Springfield Town
Library.

Sincerely,
Marty Cohn, Secretary
Springtield Rotary Club

the voters for the services
that we provide.

Wed also like to thank
the voters in Cavendish,
Andover, and Mount
Holly for supporting our
level-funded appropria-
tion requests in those
towns for the coming
year.

With Gratitude,

Patrick Cody, Executive
Director

Okemo Valley TV

Email ads@vermaontjournal.com with your listing today

AUCTION

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. — Contents of
storage unit #94, rented by Sean
Harkins, will be auctioned off on
April 10, 2026, ot 10 a.m., ot
4215 Route 106, Perkinsville, VT
05151.

BUYING/
SELLING

BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper
$$, Vintage Sports Postcards,

Dear Editor,

Senior Solutions ex-
tends our gratitude to the
voters of southeastern
Vermont who this year
supported Town Meet-
ing appropriations in
support of our ongoing
work. In nearly all of the
46 towns we serve, com-
munity members once
again demonstrated a
commitment to ensuring
that older adults have ac-
cess to the services and
support they need to live
with dignity, indepen-
dence, and connection.
Your votes are more than

Dear Editor,

In October, my hus-
band suffered a stroke,
resulting in a 40% to 80%
loss of vision, along with
other stroke deficits. The
diagnosis was confirmed
through emergency de-
partment and neurology
consultation at a major,
credentialed stroke center.

What followed was
not coordinated stroke
recovery, but prolonged
and consequential gaps in
care.

Stroke follow-up was
scheduled five months
after the event. In the in-
terim, there was no plan
for cognitive assessment,
rehabilitation, or occupa-
tional or physical therapy.
There was no physiatry
consultation and no eval-
uation of the extent or
functional impact of his
vision loss. A referral to
neuro-ophthalmology re-
sulted in visual field test-
ing scheduled nearly 10
months after the stroke.

An occipital stroke with
significant  visual field
deficit was diagnosed, yet

Comics. See our displays at
antique centers in Chester and
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-

CLEAN OUTS +
MORE

EZ-Dump Enterprises has «a
15-yard dump trailer available.
We're also here for heating
equipment, appliance removal,
home/sfordge unit clean outs,
stump grinding, and refinishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-

aline item in a budget - they
are an expression of care for
neighbors, friends, and fam-
ily members who rely on
these services every day.

Because of your sup-
port, Senior Solutions can
continue providing critical
assistance to older adults
and their caregivers, help-
ing them navigate complex
systems, remain in their
homes, and stay engaged in
their communities. We are
truly grateful that the com-
munities in our service area
chose to once again invest in
this important work.

no rehabilitation services
or compensatory training
were offered. Meanwhile,
I observed persistent post-
stroke symptoms: confusion,
disorientation, memory im-
pairment,  hallucinations,
balance and gait changes,
and impaired visual-spatial
processing. These deficits
were never formally evalu-
ated or addressed. We were
given no explanation, no
plan, and no guidance on
how to manage or recover
from stroke-related impair-
ments.

My message to the public
is simple: If you or a loved
one is discharged from the
emergency department af-
ter a stroke, ask whether
timely follow-up, rehabili-
tation, and specialty care
are actually available. Ask
about expected timelines,
and whether they meet na-
tional standards of care. Pa-
tients and caregivers deserve
transparency. If timely post-
stroke assessment and reha-
bilitation are not available,
health care systems must
state this clearly and early so

ing Springfield, Vt. area. Call/
text 802-376-1168 or email
ezdump.bl@gmail.com.

FOR SALE

GRAFTON, Vt. - 2005 GMC Ser-
ria, SLE 2500HD DSL, 4dr/4wd,
$8500. 2020 GMC Sierra SLT
2500HD DSL, 4dr/4wd, Fisher
V-plow, 5th wheel set up, side tool
boxes, $36,000. 2020 GMC Si-
erra SLT 2500HD DSL, 4dr /4wd,
w/2025 Fisher V-plow and 2025
Fisher Sander, 5th wheel set up,
$46,000. Call 802-732-8494.

To learn about how we
can help the older adults
in your life, contact us at
802-885-2669, or visit our
website at www.seniorso-
lutionsvt.org. In addition,
annual town reports usu-
ally include our report on
the impact of our services
in these communities. Your
support makes a meaning-
ful difference, and we are
honored to serve you.

Sincerely,

Mark Boutwell, Executive
Director

Senior Solutions

patients can seek appropri-
ate care elsewhere.

My message to health
care systems is equally di-
rect: Delayed stroke care is
not an inconvenience. It is a
patient-safety failure. Lives,
independence, and futures
are lost in these gaps.

When I speak of care gaps,
I am naming a critical - and
uncomfortable - reality: ca-
pacity without transparency.
If a system cannot provide
guideline-concordant post-
stroke care, it has an obliga-
tion to disclose that limita-
tion explicitly, rather than
allowing patients and clini-
cians to assume that appro-
priate care is available when
it is not.

Stroke recovery is time-
sensitive.  Delay  causes
harm. Silence about that
reality is not neutral - it is
damaging.

With concern,

Susan Boyer, DNP, RN,
FAAN

Health care Advocate and
Caregiver

Weathersfield, Vt.

Art Crafts Gifts

$175 for 13 Weeks ¢ $275 for 26 Weeks ¢ $425 for 52 Weeks

Camps, and More

www.CreateTogetherVT.org
(12/9/26 - 52)

OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5

(04/15/26 - TFN - 13 )

CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM
Community Art Center offering Workshops, Equipped Studios,

611 Rt.103S, Ludlow, VT 802-228-8770

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield VT 802-885-7111 galleryvault.org

Outside Inside, Nature & the Imaginal
Works by Gil Perry, Reception 4/10 5 to 6:30

New Open Wall Exhibit: A Burst of Color, A World of Wonder
Workshops galleryvault.org/workshops

Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends 4/4 & 4/11 12-4
Spectacular Flowers in Watercolor w/Rob O’Brien 4/11 9:30-4

Turkish Map Fold Book with Deborah Stuart 4/18 11:30-1:30
Realistic Animal Features in Watercolor w/Joanna Alix 4/25 11-2

Builders/Contractors

(03/17/27 - 52)

Proctorsville. 802-558-5267.
(05/13/26 - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC

Navy Seabee Veteran owned. We pride ourselves on cus-
fomer service, and getting the job done right the first time. We
are looking to book up our season. Decks, custom tile shower,
siding, doors, windows, drywall, foundation repair, you name
we do it. Check us out on Instagram @nedthehammer. Ned
Mortensen, cell 802-376-3275, edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction.
Framing. finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hard-
wood flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in

ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT

Booking for winter 2025 and spring 2026 projects. Offer carpentry,
remodeling, interior & exterior painting, window & door replace-
ments, vinyl siding washing, pressure washing, drywall repairs, and
odd jobs. Call 802-591-0019 or email billr2808@gmail.com. Caven-

dish, Vt.
(05/06/26 - 26)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER

Painting Interior and Exterior

All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well

802-263-9693 rogcaw@msn.com

Roger, Perkinsville, VT
(05/13/26- 13)

Campground

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND

2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com.

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large

Private Sites!
(05/27/26 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10a.m. -5 p.m.

(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)

Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter.

Masonry

DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates.
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or
stoneartd9@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com.

(05/20/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY

Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls,
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates.
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@

gmail.com.
(04/08/26 - 26)

Organic Lawn & Land Care

GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN

We're Different- Our organic lawn and garden care brings
peace of mind for the family, friends and critters using your
yard. Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet,
so you can relax while we do the hard work.

Fence Installations - Expert, best-quality fence installations
with references available. Call Today!

Driveway Repairs & Drainage Work- Does your driveway need

some TLC? Call Green Bee!

We're fully insured, reliable and priced right. Reach Out Today
to secure your spoft in our 2026 schedule! Phone, text or email:
802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com

(09/16/26 - 26)

Tools

$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.

802-579-5891
(06/17/26 - 13)
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THANK YOU!

FOR SUPPORTING OUR
LUDLOW VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS

THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY MEMBERS AND
BUSINESSES WHO DONATED AND SUPPORTED THE EVENT!

WANT TO DONATE?/‘
SCAN THE QR CODE! &8

Ludlow Volunteer Firefighters, Inc. is a 501(c)3.
Please check with your tax professional on deductibility of contributions.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:

WILLIAM RAVEIS
2\ VERMONT

PROPERTIES TEAM

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

MNN\ g’llz‘gYHAS

EXCAVATING BUILDERKX

P\ oPEN DOOR

=pd VACATION RENTALS

James A. Young
COUNSELOR AT LAW

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS:

Blue Sky Trading Company | Brewfest Beverage Co. | Clear Lake Furniture | Cota & Cota | Darkside
Snowboards | Depot Street Gallery | DJ's Restaurant | Down to the Roots | Echo Lake Inn | Four Square
Hospitality | Fox Run Golf Club | Garvey & Garvey | Grafton Village Cheese Co. | Green Mountain Sugar

House | Johnny's Kitchen | LaValley Building Supply | Ludlow Village Pizza | Magris Talc | Main +

Mountain Bar and Motel | Mount Holly Beer | Northern Ski Works | Okemo Mountain Resort | Russ

Hurlburt Photography | Shaw’s | Ludlow Shell | Singleton’s General Store | Stemwinder | Sandri

Sunoco | Tacos Tacos | Teaselwood Design | The Boot Pro | Castle Hill Resort & Spa | The Cookster |

The Crooked Ram | The Killarney | The Loft Tavern | The Pointe at Castle Hill Resort and Spa | The
Vermont Country Store | Tygart Mountain Sports | Wine & Cheese Depot | Woodstock Farmers’ Market

THANK YOU TO OUR CONDOMINIUM OWNERS ASSOCIATIONS!
JACKSON GORE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

WINTERPLACE | LEDGEWOOD | TRAILSIDE

THANK YOU TO OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS!
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