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ROCKINGHAM TOWN HALL CELEBRATESITS CENTENNIAL

The original Rockingham Town
Hall, built in 1887, consisted of
town offices, businesses, the opera
house, and a banquet hall. The
building burned on May 10, 1925;
the town records were saved, but at
5 p.m., the bell fell from the clock
tower.

The current Rockingham Town
Hall building was built in 1926, with
a newly furbished opera house. The
Bellows Falls Women’s Club had its

own rooms in the basement, now
referred to as the lower theater,
where municipal governments hold
their meetings. The businesses were
at street level, and a grand clock
tower was installed where the bell
once hung. The building’s reopening
was celebrated with a movie and a
fancy new marquee.

In the 1960s, the clock stopped
working, and for three decades it
sat silent, as the downtown busi-

nesses left or closed doors. In the
late 1980s, a citizen group called
Ourtown was formed to encour-
age participation in neighborhood
improvements, raising funds to
repair the clock tower, and, in the
early 2000s, the lower theater. On
New Year’s Eve 1991, the clock rang
grandly once more.

Below is an excerpt from the poem

written for the newly repaired clock.

“When a good seed is planted and

cared for it grows...in the Village
of Old Bellows Falls, in the Town
of Rockingham, then strong people
stood proud and said, ‘What we’ll
do...will heal the clock and Village
too!” From the Tower - the center —
the Heart, I declare now it rings out
with honor to the passersby there in
the Village of Old Bellows Falls, in
the Town of Rockingham.”

The Town Hall and Opera House
will be 100 years old this year.



Remembering and Honoring Our Friend
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Aerial view of the Arch Bridge in Bellows Falls. Tony’s Store in Cavendish, circa 1906. Looking North up Depot Street, towards Main Street, in Proctorsville.
PHOTO FROM THE RON PATCH COLLECTION PHOTO FROM THE RON PATCH COLLECTION PHOTO FROM THE RON PATCH COLLECTION

Coolidge Drugslore on Mum Street in Ludlow, circa 1800s. Mrs. Coolidge — — Ludlow Green with fence surround, late 1800s. First Bapist Church built in
became the first woman druggist. Echo Lake Inn in Ludlow, circa late 1800s. 1840, replaced with present in 1892. Horse sheds shown behind church.
PHOTO FROM THE RON PATCH COLLECTION PHOTO FROM THE RON PATCH COLLECTION PHOTO FROM THE RON PATCH COLLECTION

Headquarters and Whitcomb Lodge, Camp Plymouth, B.S.A, in Tyson,

Crowley Cheese Factory in Heuldwlle. Lower Perkinsville Village. circa 1938.
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Dr. Christopher Fauver

802-885-3191

48 Main Street

h VT
REAL ESTATE SERVICES Chester,
Southern Vermont’s Largest Antique Center Like us on Facebook .
20,000 sq. ft. sh i iques, quality collectibles, furniture, drchristopherfauver.com

Jjewelry, folk art, primitives and home decorating accents. Dealers welcome. T o 2_a4n
Be a part of the most active center in Southern Vermont. Ve i
Open 7 Days a Week, 10-5 & i
802-875-4477 —_—
557 Vermont Route 103 South, Chester, VT 05143 ON THE CHESTER COMMON
shac @vermontel.net FOR 45 YEARS!

SARAH E. VAIL

' ' 136 MaIN STreET, P.O. Box 4 '
] CHESTER, VERMONT 05143
Where Books Find Readers o0 TELEPHONE: 802.875.3434 0

Fax: 802.875.3405

America’s Oldest Cheese Factory

EMAIL: SVAIL@ VERMONTEL.NET
14 Crowley Ln, Mount Holly, VT
802-259-2340 - Open 10-4

History begins in novel and ends in essay.
~ Thomas Babington Macaulay
3A Lamere Square, Ludlow, VT 802-228-3238
www.thebooknookvt.com
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Ron Patch, Dec. 15, 1951 - ]uly5 2025

Looking up the river from the bridge in Charlestown, Route 5 on the left.
PHOTO FROM THE RON PATCH COLLECTION

Upper Main Street in Chester, circa 1909.
PHOTO FROM THE RON PATCH COLLECTION

The Frank Harris home on Main Street in Chester.
PHOTO FROM THE RON PATCH COLLECTION

e CHAIR FACTORY, LUDLOW, VT,

Fullam’s Chair Factory on Bridge Street in Ludlow with the Andover

Street train trestle, circa early 1900s.
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Main Street in Ludlow, early 1900s. Goddard Hotel, now site of Mobil

station. Warner’s Garage, now Ellison apartment building.
PHOTO FROM THE RON PATCH COLLECTION

Purude on Main Street in Ludlow, Nov. 11, 1918, celebrating end of WWI.
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Cyclists in front of the Adnabrown Hotel in Springfield.
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Williams River Gallery

' original art 4 fine art prints l

802-875-3295

framery@vermontel.net

197 Elm Street, Chester, VT 05143

0 — 0
Slabs ¢ Foundations ¢ Floors

® RECORD CONCRETE INC. ¢

l QUALITY WORK SINCE 1971 '

CHARLIE RECORD
802-875-3702

0 0
recordconcrete@yahoo.com
PO BOX 574
25 TOWN FARM ROAD
CHESTER, VT 05143
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1913 log jam at the Cheshlre Brldge in Sprmgfleld
PHOTO FROM THE RON PATCH COLLECTION

802-875-3295

framery@vermontel.net
197 Elm Street
Chester, VT 05143

fl.cussw S ¥
0 Place
' a country K9 kennel l

Daycare & Overnight Boarding

802-875-3535

284 Elm Street | Chester, VT 05143
GussiesPlace@vermontel.net

www.GussiesPlace.com | Facebook
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Farrar Mansur Museum in Weston.
PHOTO FROM THE RON PATCH COLLECTION

?' Dedicatod to bhe 'lg
mematy of Ran Flutoh

Ron patch authored his local history l

column for our newspaper every
week, and heavily contributed to thls
annual photo section. In honor o

his memory, we dedicate this yecr s
Yesterday & Today booklet to Ron.
He is dearly missed.
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green mountain classics

dudl 'Srvin t Sic1977
802-885-2347
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The Depot area in Bellows Falls, showing the Arch Bridge and cobble-  The Silshy Free Public Library in Charlestown, built in 1893. Property of

Horse-drawn logging in Weston. stone streets. The edge of Robertson Paper Company is on the right. Charlestown Historical Society, D. Conant.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY WESTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTO PROVIDED BY BELLOWS FALLS HISOTRICAL SOCIETY PHOTO PROVIDED BY SILSBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
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TR - In 1890, five farming families from Sweden came to Landgrove to take
The approach to the North Street Bridge in the Chester Depot, looking over farms that had been abandoned. These are members of three of the

towards the Stone Village. Tremont Square in the mid-1950s, in Claremont. families - Nyrene, Westine, and Neilson.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTO PROVIDED BY FORGOTTEN NEW HAMPSHIRE PAGE PHOTO PROVIDED BY ROBERT BADGER

A postcard photo, dated 1921, of the Hotel Wantastiquet in Londonder-  Gardner’s Garage and Taxi service on Main Street in Ludlow. Became

ry. The hotel was previously on the site of the West River Coffee Barn.  Cumberland Farms in the 1980s. Fleel of Irucks at Cota & Cota on Green Slreei in BeIIows FuIIs, 1961.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY WEST RIVER COFFEE BARN PHOTO PROVIDED BY BLACK RIVER ACADEMY MUSEUM PHOTO PROVIDED BY COTA & COTA
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NEW ENGLAND

RIS :
l Celebrating 85 Years! '

ESTD 2023 . > . . '
() ¥ 9 Gailored Dolutions For Goeny Fations ¥ YOUR HOMETOWN HEATING, COOLING,

' <
0
CIDER DONUTS 78 Atkinson St, Bellows Falls, VT & PLUMBING EXPERTS SINCE 1941
802-300-7040 802-428-4023 www.fmprx.com 802-463-0000
29 Main Street, Ludlow VT WWW.COTAOIL.COM
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Fall Mountain § £
Pharmacy | ® Cota & Cota
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s ¥ Savings Banky § G&%@"“c 1((16\12nbeg
| 0 Walpolei# | o an Tt e
0

COME FOR THE FOOD
o0 STAY FOR THE FUN
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PIZZA BEER WINE

The savings bank ofyou.SM

44 Pond Street * Ludiow, VT 2102 North Main St, Londonderry
Member www.killarneyludiow.com
walpolebank.com FBIC 802-228-7797 VERMONTRE 80%
Pub open at 3pm ¢ Dinner at 5pm LIQUOR STO Soi
o G ¢ o GEEND ¢ o G ¢
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Socony Gasoline station and garage, located on Main Street in Chester
near the intersection of Grafton Street. This building was lost in an ex-

plosion and fire in 1971.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Grafton Vi

Winter in rural Grafton.
PHOTO FROM THE DANNY CLEMONS COLLECTION

Centennial and old Bellows Falls Town Hall.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY ROCKINGHAM FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Corner of Main & Depot St. From L. 10 R.;

: Armington Store, A. F. Sherman Drugstore, Charles Ra
Store (now the Hatchery), eeciisn Diugstofe, Charles Ray

time, was Armington Store, A. F. Sherman Drugstore, and Charles Ray-

mon'’s Store.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY BLACK RIVER ACADEMY MUSEUM

Chester Diner, October 1985.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY COUNTRY GIRL DINER
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0 CELEBRATING 60 YEARS!

GREAT FOOD AND GREAT FRIENDS.
THAT'S WHAT WE'RE ALL ABOUT.
802.875.1003 | www.countrygirldiner.com
46 Vermont Rt. 103 South, Chester, Vt.
Tuesday - Sunday, 8am - 2pm
KOKOPELLTI’S %
¢

CRYSTALS - GEMSTONES
JEWELRY - HANDBAGS - DECOR
CANDLES - SOUTHWESTERN RUGS

INCENSE - SAGE BUNDLES

D

4 Atkinson St. Bellows Falls, VT
802-732-8267
kkpelli43@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook

The Adnabrown Hotel in Springfield.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Pleasant Street in Claremont, July 31, 1905.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY STEVE SLOCUM, N.H. VINTAGE POSTCARDS PAGE

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt

THE SQUARE.

The Bellows Falls Square on a winter day.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Est. 1988

ead “Springfield’s

’ (ﬂl‘ Best Kept ’

l Secret” '
Walk-In Only Salon

0 Y 0

Valari Freeborne, Owner/Operator

802-885-9595
Shopping Plaza, Springfield, VT
Tue & Fri9-5 Wed9-12 Sat 7:30-12
Like us on Facebook
o GED ¢
%
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CLAREMONT
Claremont, NH 03743

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS
www.fordofclaremont.com

DR

155-157 Charlestown Road

603-542-9800
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Abenaque Machine Shops at high water on March 28, 1913, in West-
minster.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY WESTMINSTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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' DIAMOND POINT WEALTH PARTNERS '

' Formerly Huntley Financial Services '

0 Derek Karner 0
802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC.
Osaic Wealth is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services
referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth.
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MORE THAN JUST A HARDWARE STORE!

0 0
LONDONDERRY'

HARDWARE 0

EST. 1978
LONDONDERRY, VT 802-824-3926 6
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FEBRUARY 25, 2026 5




The Parks & Woolson complex on Park Street in Springfield around
1920. Originally constructed in 1829, founded by John Davidson and
Frederick Parks. In 1846, they took in another partner, Amasa Woolson.

After Davidson died in 1850, the firm became Parks & Woolson.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Chester Depot showing the park, town hall, and Frederick Marsh’s house.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1855 aerial of brldges und train station in Bellows Falls.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY ROCKINGHAM FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY

The I.ymnn Bailey house on Nichols Road in Landgrove. Bulley was the

town blacksmith during the mid-19th century.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY ROBERT BADGER

Richards Mill, Newport, N.H.

The Old Stone Mill in (hurlestown.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY WALTER JUNG, N.H. VINTAGE POSTCARDS PAGE

Pleasant Street Extension in Ludlow, early 1900s, after the village in-

stalled electricity in 1903.
PHOTO FROM THE RON PATCH COLLECTION

' AUTO REPAIRS '

AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION

802-722-4200
6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158
Open Monday-Friday 7:30-5
Closed Saturday & Sunday
o G ¢

802—885—2022 '
85 Clwtom Street o0
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The Richards Mill in Newport, postmarked 1909.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY WAILTER JUNG, N.H. VINTAGE POSTCARDS PAGE
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Lawrence Mills, now Brockway Mills, in Bellows Falls.
PHOTO FROM THE DANNY CLEMONS COLLECTION
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BEST SEPTIC

For All Your Septic Needs

5983 US-5 Suite A, Westminster, VT 05158
bestseptic@agmail.com - www.bestsepticvt.net

802-463-9444
o GEENND ¢
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0 RESTAURANT

802-885-2161
244 River Street
Springfield, VT

The Vermont Journal -

Jones & Lamson Machine Tool Company in Springfield.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY SPRINGFIELD ART & HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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R.E. HINKLEY CO., INC.

' 8 Lane Ridge Rd. « P.O. Box 832
Claremont, NH 03743
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www.rehinkey.com
(603) 543-3571

24/7 Emergency Service
Heating Oil « Kerosene « Diesel Fuel

Propane « Air Conditioning « Plumbing
Systems Design « Installation & Service
~ Fully Insured ~

TACOS *« BURRITOS *« NACHOS
EAT IN OR CARRY OUT!
BURRITO HOTLINE: (802) 228-7899 ‘
LAMERE SQUARE, MAIN STREET, LUDLOW, VT
TACOSTACOSVT.COM

Yesterday's Photos & Today's Businesses



ZILENOT B
wHtmed
LACH

ESTARIVER B A S00TH LoNDONDERR

The West River Railroad ran between Brattleboro and South Londonder- L — — - ' _
ry along the West River. Towns along the line honded to build stations,  The original Ludlow Wollen Mill, built in 1834 and burned in 1865. The
such as one in South Londonderry, which was completed in 1879, and  second tower, known as the clock tower, you notice today was added

the first trains ran in 1880, when the building was rebuilt later in 1865.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTO PROVIDED BY BLACK RIVER ACADEMY MUSEUM

Springfield Pluzu signs from the 1970s.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY SHEILA SIMONDS
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Arthur Fuller bought out his former employer and took over the Chester ~ The Birsky house in Springfield where the plaza is today, before the

Drug Store in 1904, flood control dam was opened in 1960. Cunul und Depot area in Bellows FuIIs, P. W. Taft, 1870.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTO PROVIDED BY SPRINGFIELD ART & HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTO PROVIDED BY ROCKINGHAM FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY

: i il e The Goddard House in Ludlow, built in 1891, serving as a hotel. The
Island gas stations in Bellows Falls. Looking north up the West River in Weston. building was purchased and destroyed in 1920.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY ROCKINGHAM FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY PHOTO PROVIDED BY WESTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTO PROVIDED BY BLACK RIVER ACADEMY MUSEUM
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Tina’s Hallmark '

Shop our Gifts and Holiday Cards

802-885-8564
vittl9@vermontel.net
2 Chester Road, Suite 7
Springfield, VT 05156
o G ¢
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@ Noah’s Fix It Shop
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Springfield

FOOD CO-OP

Community Owned Since 1992

RS

PITIN

Open to All! )
Order ahead for fast pickup

802-228-5618
26 Main Street
Ludiow, VT

—CD-

Proudly Celebrating 174 Yea

6 Main St. Suite 1, Sprindfield, VT
802-885-3663
www.springdfieldfood.coop

0 o 0 o Working on Autos, Trucks,
Trailers, Equipment, and more
e
' CONVENIENCE STORES ' ' I ' ' Offering In Shop or Mobile Repair '
0 FOUNDED IN 1930 BY A.R. SANDRI 0 0 LUDLOW INSURANCE AGENCY,INC. 0 0 24 Hour Towing & Roadside Assistance 0

150 Main St., Ludlow, VT
802-228-8823
LUDINS@TDS.NET

(802) 463-3895 // 809 Rockingham Rd, Bellows Falls, VT @ Give us a Call Today 802-376-5197 @
(802) 228-8662 // 224 Main Street, Ludlow, VT
(802) 875-5555 // 60 Main St, Chester, VT

(802) 387-2234 // 2536 US-5, Putney, VT ludlowinsurance.net noahsfixit@gmail.com
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1709 Flamstead Rd, Chester, VT
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A truck heads toward the Chester Depot. Behind the truck we see the

Gates Garage on Westminster Street in Bellows Falls, pre-1970s fires.  covered bridge that spanned the Williams River. Grist Mill to the right.  Alexander Mill, between South Londonderry and Londonderry.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY ROCKINGHAM FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTO PROVIDED BY LONDONDERRY ARTS AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

W. H. Wheeler Drug Store in Springfield on the corner of Main and Park
The Pot Belly Pub in Ludlow, known as the Moore Block. Housed a jew- streets. It was home to a store in 1795. The Wheelers took over in

elry store from 1938-1942, and was demolished in 2026. Mr. Bailey in South Charlestown. 1852, and celebrated 50 years of husiness in 1902.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY BLACK RIVER ACADEMY MUSEUM PHOTO FROM THE RON PATCH COLLECTION PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Westminster St. & Walpole Inn, Walpole, N. H.

STEVENS HIGH SCHOOL, CLAREMONT, N. H.

Westminster Street and the Walpole Inn, in Walpole, circa 1904-1907.  Green Mountain Sugar House in Ludlow has been a staple since 1955.  Stevens High School, Claremont, circa 1915-1930.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY WALTER JUNG, N.H. VINTAGE POSTCARDS PAGE PHOTO PROVIDED BY GREEN MOUNTAIN SUGAR HOUSE PHOTO PROVIDED BY DAVID GRAY, N.H. VINTAGE POSTCARDS PAGE
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SUBARU
A ‘ LUNDGREN °
wokl o TARSSEY NG s Subaru of Claremont
Green MouniCIin Sugdr House A family run business since 1964

FARM MARKET 0

OPEN 7 DAYS 6:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Exit 5 off 1-91« Rte 5 South « Westminster, VT
802-722-3395

www.allenbrothersfarms.com
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Come by for an experience worth the trip.

820 Route 100 North | Ludlow, VT

802-228-7151

www.gmsh.com
Follow us on Instagram @gmshvt
Like us on Facebook
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GREATER FALLS
I N S U RAN C E serving VT and NH since 1996

' MARY WDAVISg 1 ¥ PP

0
l REALTOR & ASSOCIATES ' ' Home ¢ Auto - Farm - Business l ' '
s o 182 Pleasant St

0 o0 Motorcycle  Recreation Vehicles 0
We provide knowledge and market awareness to

603-542-9966
152 Charlestown Rd, Claremont, NH
www.lundgrensubaruofclaremont.com

guide you to tl)(uy and seIII with confidence 7190 US Route 5 - Westminster, VT 05158 |.lld|0W, VT 051 49
www.okemorealestate.com 802-463-1900
802-228-8811 www.GreaterFallsInsurance.com (802) 228'4665
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