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Puzzle page winner
Congratulations to Amanda Sabo, of Westminster, 

for winning our puzzle page contest drawing! Aman-
da has selected the $75 gift certificate to Springfield 
Food Co-op. Look out for our next puzzle page con-
test in our March 4 paper for your next chance to win. 

NEW DEADLINES: 
Effective Feb. 26, 2026, 

we will have a new 
deadline for all content 
of Thursday at 4 p.m. 

BY ANNE DEMPSEY
The Message

CLAREMONT, N.H. – 
The Claremont City Coun-
cil meeting of Feb. 11 
opened with Mayor Dale 
Girard announcing that 
the Twin State Basketball 
Tournament will run from 
Feb. 23 – March 7. 
  City manager Nancy 

Bates stated that artist Er-
nesto Montenegro has cre-
ated a portrait of former 
city manager Guy Santa-
gate, and would like the 
council’s permission to 
hang it in city hall. Girard 

asked for Bates to let the 
council know the measure-
ments of the painting and 
suggestions of where in the 
building it could be hung.
  There is a new vacancy 

in the city, that of chief 
building inspector/health 
officer. During Feb. 7’s 
storm, there was a shortage 
of available department of 
public works (DPW) op-
erators. The director and 
assistant director of the 
DPW helped the crew by 
filling in on some plow 
routes early that morning.
  The council approved 

the appointment of Misty 

Hook to the Claremont 
Energy Advisory Commit-
tee for Seat 1, with an ex-
piration date of March 31, 
2027.
  Tammy Webb, of Vachon 

and Kukay, gave a presenta-
tion on the city’s fiscal year 
2024 audit. While review-
ing many specifics of the 
audit, according to Webb, 
there were five major take-
aways: (1) the total rev-
enues and other financing 
sources were higher than 
the budgeted amount by 
$177,000, or 0.95%; (2) the 
total expenditures and oth-
er funding resources were 

lower than the appropriat-
ed amount by $2,154,000, 
or 11.2%; (3) the city ef-
fectively managed the city’s 
finances within the ap-
propriated budget; (4) the 
city’s ending fund balance 
is $2,331,000 higher than 
originally budgeted; and 
(5) the total budgeted fund 
balance as of June 30, 2024, 
is $8.6 million.
  The fiscal year 2025 bud-

get hearing will be sched-
uled for some time in June.
  Bates brought to the 

council’s attention her con-
cern over the Claremont 
Development Authority’s 

(CDA) finances. These 
concerns included misap-
plication of funds, delin-
quencies on some of the 
tenants’ accounts, unau-
thorized transfer of funds, 
and an operating deficit 
every month. While Bates 
and the council under-
stood that the members 
of the CDA’s board were 
hard working, dedicated 
volunteers whose goal was 
to grow Claremont’s econ-
omy, more communication 
was needed between the 
CDA and the city council. 
Bates asked that the CDA 
cancel their next two meet-

ings. A meeting between 
the council and the CDA 
will be arranged. Girard 
expressed that a respect-
ful conversation between 
these two organizations 
might benefit both entities.
  The council members 

then voted to approve the 
identity theft prevention 
program, the fund balance 
policy, and the investment 
policy. 
  The Claremont City 

Council meets on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
days of each month, at 6:30 
p.m., in the Claremont City 
Hall Council Chambers.

Claremont City Council reviews 2024 audit

BY PAULA BENSON
The Message

NEWPORT, N.H. – On a 
warm summer day last July, 
a new, small-batch bakery 
and ice cream shop opened 
at 29 Main Street in down-
town Newport.
  Aptly called The Big 

Spoon, this cozy cafe spe-
cializes in super-premium 
ice cream, specialty coffees, 
and a wide variety of sweet 
and savory treats hand-
crafted in house by chef Co-
rey Lombardo. Lombardo, 
along with her husband Mi-
chael Uhrin, are co-owners 
of The Big Spoon, the real-
ization of a dream they first 
shared together nearly seven 
years ago, although their 
story dates back further 
than that.
  It was 2014 when Uhrin 

and Lombardo met at 
Ragged Mountain Resort 
in Danbury. Both are New 
Hampshire natives, and 
Uhrin spent a lot of his time 
skiing the mountain while 
Lombardo was working on 
staff in the kitchen.
  “I would ski almost every 

day there,” Uhrin recalled. 
“Corey was a cook…but 
would also serve me drinks, 
and we would chat and flirt 

on the regular.”
  The following year, 

the couple moved to 
Big Sky, Mont., where 
they found jobs at 
the posh Yellowstone 
Club, a private ski and 
golf resort frequented 
at the time by celeb-
rities such as Tom 
Brady and Justin Tim-
berlake.
  “The Yellowstone 

had five restaurants 
and an unlimited budget,” 
Uhrin stated. “By the time 
we left, Corey was the pas-
try chef, and she had re-
ally honed her skill set there, 
making cakes, cupcakes, 
and laminated doughs like 
croissants and Danish pas-
tries. She was free to make 
anything she wanted.”
  Lombardo and Uhrin 

stayed in Montana through 
2018, when, according to 
Uhrin, they were ready “to 
get married and do the fam-
ily thing.”
  They returned to New 

Hampshire to be closer to 
their families, and were 
married in the fall of 2018. 
Their daughter Olivia was 
born in 2019.
  Lombardo wanted to be a 

professional chef since high 
school. She graduated from 

the Culinary Institute of 
America in Hyde Park, N.Y., 
before holding a variety of 
jobs working in kitchens “on 
the line.”
  “Corey’s line cook back-

ground gives her a work-
horse mentality,” Uhrin 
commented. “For four 
hours every morning [be-
fore the bakery is open]– 
from 5 a.m. to 9 a.m. – she 
completely crushes the 
bake.” Serving items baked 
fresh every day is an impor-
tant component of what The 
Big Spoon strives to offer 
the community.
  Lombardo’s culinary mag-

ic skills produce creative 
confections such as berry 
pop-tarts and cookie dough 
croissants, large, frosted 
swirls of cinnamon buns, a 
rotating variety of muffins, 

Danishes, and 
hand pies, and 
much more.
  The Big Spoon 

has an impressive 
list of savory items 
on their menu as 
well, like jalapeno 
popper Danishs, 
spinach artichoke 
turnovers, and a 
seasonal soup of 
the day, to name 
a few.

  There is a “grab and go” 
section, stocking small 
meals such as chicken salad 
wraps and Italian sandwich-
es on house-made focaccia 
bread.
  Admittedly, Uhrin and 

Lombardo are serious ice 
cream lovers. The Big Spoon 
is named after a preferred 
method of eating ice cream. 
“I’m like a little kid,” Uhrin 
laughed, “I take the biggest 
spoon in the drawer.”
  Before opening, the couple 

did their research. Every-
thing for their new venture 
was carefully curated and 
thoughtfully chosen. The 
award-winning Chocolate 
Shoppe Ice Cream Com-
pany supplies homemade, 
high-quality ice cream to 
The Big Spoon, and the 
delicious coffee they serve 

comes from Atomic Coffee 
Roasters, a second-gener-
ation, family-run roasting 
company just north of Bos-
ton. 
  The couple welcomed a 

second child, their son Jack, 
just over three years ago, yet 
somehow, they are mak-
ing the sometimes-chaotic 
schedule work for them.
  The Big Spoon is open 

Wednesday-Saturday, from 
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Most of the 
prep work happens on Mon-
days and Tuesdays, which 
leaves the family exactly one 
day off every Sunday, typi-
cally spent outdoors.
  There was some luck in-

volved with the timing of 
the cafe space becoming 
available, and the fact that 
the couple had a personal 
connection to one of the 
building’s owners. When 
everything coalesced into 
the opportunity for Uhrin 
and Lombardo to turn their 
dreams into reality, they did 
not squander being in the 
right place at the right time.
  If you find yourself in 

downtown Newport during 
business hours at The Big 
Spoon bakery, ice cream, 
and coffee shop, consider 
that you are also in the right 
place at the right time, and 
stop in to treat yourself.

A love story sweeter than ice cream

Corey Lombardo and Michael Uhrin.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC.  Osaic Wealth is separately 
owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

Derek Karner
802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

Formerly Huntley Financial Services
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Solving hard water, iron, blue 
staining, radon, and arsenic 

problems in the Windham and 
Windsor Counties since 1984

(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH

Veteran Owned & OperatedVeteran Owned & Operated

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete – Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

800-562-3845 – 603-542-9595 – sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743 

New Hampshire and Vermont’s Largest Auto Recycler!!!

Springfield Area Adult Day Services

“Springfield Area Adult Day Services has truly 
changed my life. I look forward to every day 
because I know I’ll be doing things I enjoy—
crafts, bingo, and lunch with friends. 

A typical day here makes me feel wanted and 
useful, and I’ve noticed I have more energy.  
I had been feeling down, but now I feel connected 
and part of something again.

Attending Adult Day helps me stay independent, 
happy, and fulfilled. I’m so grateful for this place 
and everything it brings to my life.”

Interested?

Visit www.springfieldhospital.org/adultday to sign 
up or call 802-885-9881 to learn more.

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
The Student of the Month 
program of the Benevo-
lent and Protective Or-
der of the Elks recog-
nizes young men and 
women for achievements 
in school and community 
life, hobbies, athletics, 
club, and community ser-
vice. The Springfield Elks 
Lodge is pleased to recog-
nize Amelia “Millie” Al-
len, a junior at Springfield 
High School, as the Elks 
Student of the Month for 
December.
  Millie is the daughter of 

Margie Reurink and Reu-
ben Allen, of Springfield, 
Vt. In her nomination, 
her teacher wrote, “Millie 
is a model student-ath-
lete. In the classroom she 
is locked in and dedicated 
to her studies. She com-
pletes her work, leads dis-

cussions, and asks insightful 
questions.”
  Outside of the classroom, 

Allen is a member of varsity 
soccer, and indoor and out-
door track. She is a mem-
ber of the Springfield High 
School math team, and par-
ticipated in HOBY 2025. 
  Allen is also an avid 

dancer, participating in bal-
let, modern dance, and jazz 
classes, performing annually 
in the “Nutcracker” holiday 
performances.
  Allen remains active com-

pleting community service 
hours as well, most recently 
supporting the Springfield 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment youth soccer pro-
grams, and helping with 
concessions at River Valley 
RADS events. In her free 
time, outside of school, she 
enjoys reading, and spend-
ing time with friends and 

family.
  Her current plans after 

graduating high school are 
to attend college, but cur-
rently, she is undecided 
about her major. Congratu-
lations on your accomplish-
ments, Millie.

Springfield Elks December 
Student of the Month

Millie Allen.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Ashley Newton recently 
joined the Springfield Ro-
tary Club, and was induct-
ed at a ceremony during 
the weekly club meeting 
held on Tuesday, Feb. 10, 
at the SAPCC Workforce 
Development & Training 
Center. Newotn is the di-
rector of Vermont Virtual 
Learning Cooperative.
  Rotary International is 

an international service 
organization with over one 
million members in over 
200 countries. Founded 
in 1927, the Rotary Club 

of Springfield, 
Vt., is a vibrant 
community ser-
vice organization 
with 30 members 
dedicated to both 
local and inter-
national service 
projects. The club 
meets the first 
three Tuesdays 
of each month, 
at 12 p.m., at the 
SAPCC Work-
force Develop-
ment & Training 
Center.
  For more in-

formation, visit www.
springfieldvtrotary.org.

Springfield Rotary Club 
welcomes new member 
Ashley Newton

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Project AC-
TION Crime & Safety Com-
mittee is excited to host a 
special community event 
featuring a free screening 
of the classic movie “Shrek,” 
on Friday, Feb. 27, at the 
Springfield Cinemas 3. 
This is a rescheduled date 
from December, when the 
event was postponed due to 
weather.
  The arrival time is 10 

a.m., with the movie begin-
ning promptly at 10:30 a.m. 
Admission is free for all stu-
dents enrolled in the Spring-
field School District or the 
River Valley Technical Cen-
ter and their families, and 
includes complimentary 
popcorn and beverages. At-
tendees will also have the 
chance to win free gas cards 
through our raffle.
  The Springfield Project 

ACTION Crime & Safety 
Committee remains com-
mitted to addressing com-
munity concerns through 
proactive and creative ini-
tiatives. We strive to foster 
pride in Springfield, and 
encourage students to take 
an active role in their com-
munity. This program is de-
signed to strengthen com-
munity connections, offer a 
safe and fun activity during 
the school break, and give 
Springfield residents the 
opportunity to learn more 
about the fantastic things 
Project ACTION and its ini-
tiatives are inspiring.
  Please come enjoy this 

great local cinema, watch 
a classic movie, and learn 
more about Project AC-
TION.
  Advanced registration is 

appreciated to ensure we 
do not exceed capacity. In-
dividuals and families who 
registered for the December 
event are asked to register 
again. Register at forms.gle/
qBoQFQQerdZjqwcq8.

Project 
ACTION 
screens 
Shrek

Springfi eld Rotary Club President 
Sue Phelps (left) and Ashley Newton.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will 
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. 

Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 81081XEL

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
81081XEL    separately $323.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

SAVE 60%

Springfield OLLI
Join us for intellectually stimulating, 
affordable learning opportunities for 
Vermonters aged 50+

Spring Registration is now open!
Programs run Feb. 24 – May 5, 2026.
See the schedule or register at: 
go.uvm.edu/springfieldolli
(802)656-8407 | noncredit@uvm.edu
*Pre-registration required.

Tax Filing Preparation 
Services

Call to make an 
appointment today!

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use 
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT 
AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or 
use of cannabis may carry signi� cant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law. 
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The e� ects of edible cannabis may be 
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience 
harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the 
in� uence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.

7 Pineview Drive, Chester • 802-875-WEED
DownToTheRootsVT.com • ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

Our cannabis is stored for freshness in vapor 
pressure-controlled Cannatrol® systems.

A DISTINCTIVE SHOPPING 
EXPERIENCE 

Shop Presidents’ Birthday Week
MON 2/16 - SUN 2/22

For every $100 spent (pre-tax), Get $15 O� !  

Everyday Savings: 10-20% Discounts
Veterans • Seniors • Medical Card Holders 
VT & NH Residents • OKEMO Employees 

OKEMO Valley Region Chamber of 
Commerce Members & their Employees

*Check our website for details*

PUTNEY, Vt. – Cellist, 
vocalist, and composer 
Queralt Giralt Soler pres-
ents her deeply expressive 
trio on Friday, Feb. 20, at 
7:30 p.m., at Next Stage 
Arts, 15 Kimball Hill in 
Putney, Vt., for an evening 
of intimate, genre-blend-
ing music that bridges 
classical training, jazz 
improvisation, and Cata-
lan folk traditions. Doors 
open at 6:45 p.m. Tickets 
are available discounted 
in advance at www.next-
stagearts.org.
  Based between the U.S. 

and Catalunya, Giralt 
Soler has cultivated a dis-
tinctive musical voice that 
fuses cello and vocals into 

a singular, lyrical language. 
Her work draws equally 
from contemporary com-
position, Mediterranean 
roots, and the spontaneity 
of jazz, resulting in music 
that feels both adventur-
ous and deeply personal.
  An internationally ac-

tive artist, Giralt Soler has 
performed at renowned 
venues including Carnegie 
Hall and the Detroit Jazz 
Festival, and has collabo-
rated with celebrated mu-
sicians such as Kenny Bar-
ron, Joe Lovano, and Latin 
Grammy-winning group 
Las Migas.
  She is joined by an out-

standing ensemble featur-
ing Mahya Hamedi on 

piano, percussion, and 
vocals, and Bahar Badiei 
on oud and vocals. To-
gether, the trio will pres-
ent Giralt Soler’s original 
compositions alongside 
imaginative reinterpreta-
tions of works by influ-
ential composers such 
as Hermeto Pascoal and 
Paco de Lucía.
  This performance is 

funded in part by the 
New England States 
Touring Program of the 
New England Founda-
tion for the Arts, made 
possible with funding 
from the National En-
dowment for the Arts 
and the six New Eng-
land state arts agencies.

Queralt Giralt Soler Trio
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

Gallery at the VAULT 
is excited to offer a raku 
pottery workshop with 
Andrew Berends on two 
consecutive Saturdays, 
March 7 and 14, from 
12-4 p.m. each day. Reg-
ister by Saturday, Feb. 28.
  Berends will be teach-

ing the Japanese fir-
ing technique known 
as raku, a 16th-century 
technique developed in 
Japan for making tea-cer-
emony ware. The firings 
take about an hour, and 
you get a finished piece 
at the end. Pots are fired 
to 1,840 degrees, pulled 
out of the hot kiln, and 
manipulated with saw-
dust and water to change 
the look of the glazes. 
The glazes can be metal-
lic, and/or have a crackle 
effect, making each piece 
unique and one-of-a-
kind. We will also fire 
pots with an technique 
known as horse hair 
raku, which creates inter-
esting designs on the clay. 
  The class will include 

wheel-throwing, slab-
making, and extruding 
instruction. The first day 
will include making all 
types of clay work, and 
the second day will be 
glazing and firing all the 
pots in the raku tradition. 

Emphasis will be 
on being creative, 
and learning the 
basics of pottery, 
including mak-
ing the work, 
glazing, as well as 
firing. The class 
is geared towards 
teens through 
adults, and lim-
ited to four stu-
dents.
  Berends has 

been a master 
potter for over 
30 years, with 
a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts from 
the New York 
State College of 
Ceramics at Al-
fred University, 
as well as a Master of Fine 
Arts from Montana State 
University. He worked with 
a Spanish folk potter for a 
year, and was also a guest 
artist-in-residence at An-
derson Ranch in Snowmass, 
Colo. 
  The cost of the workshop 

is discounted for gallery 
members, and includes 25 
pounds of clay, glazes, and 
firing costs in a gas-fired 
kiln. Wear old clothing, and 
bring pottery tools if you 

have them. Directions to 
Berends’ studio in Spring-
field will be given at regis-
tration.
  Gallery at the VAULT is 

located at 68 Main Street 
in Springfield, and is open 
Wednesday-Saturday, from 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. For more 
information, call 802-885-
7111, email galleryvault@
vermontel.net, or visit Face-
book, Instagram, or www.
galleryvault.org. Gallery at 
the VAULT is accessible.

Raku pottery class

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
Sunburned Hand of the 
Man are an enigmatic ex-
perimental collective with 
a stunningly large discogra-
phy and frequent personnel 
changes. Their improvisa-
tions incorporate elements 
of free jazz, space rock, 
psych-rock, hypno krau-
trock, drone, folk, funk, 
punk, and dirty synth. Their 
live shows are a surprise ev-
ery time – even to them, 
usually – ranging from wild 
freak-outs to more coher-
ently sculpted material, ca-
reening from unsettling, to 
hypnotic, to mellow.
  According to Sean Kitch-

ing, writing in The Qui-
etus, “Sunburned at their 
best are capable of taking 
the listener on a shamanic, 
boogie-fueled trip outside 
of quotidian reality. Live 
shows blend monstrous 
tectonics of rhythm, caustic 
guitar, echoing phased vo-

cals, insect electronics, and 
kitchen-sink instrumenta-
tion that collide in an ec-
static racket.”
  Throughout the mid-

’90s they represented New 
England’s free-rock contin-
gency, and the free-folk – 
sometimes misnomered as 
“freak folk” – era described 
by David Keenan’s 2003 ar-
ticle “New Weird America” 
in British music magazine 
The Wire.
  There will be no opener 

for this show; it will be 
100% Sunburned. It’s likely 
to be loud. Stage 33 Live 
has no idea what the lineup 
will be, or how long the 
show will go. This is in ac-
cordance with the strange 
purity of Sunburned Hand 
of the Man.
  Daisy Frederick will pro-

vide old-school psychedelic 
interactive liquid light pro-
jections.
  The show is scheduled for 

Saturday, Feb. 28, at 7 p.m. 
Tickets can be purchased 
at www.stage33live.com, 
or at the door as avail-
able. Advance tickets 
guarantee entry. Only 40 
tickets will be sold. The 
performances will be re-
corded and filmed. Stage 
33 Live is located at 33 
Bridge Street in Bellows 
Falls, Vt.

Sunburned Hand of the 
Man at Stage 33 Live

The editor and his wife at the raku pot-
tery class with Andrew Berends.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

ANDOVER, VT - $449,000

www.barrettandvalley.com
REBUILD, RE-IMAGINE, CREATE A HOMESTEAD ON 119 ACRES!

802-875-2323

HOUSE OF THEWEEK

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your 
piece of Vermont 

to fit your Dreams!

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. • Charlestown, NH 03603

Tel: 603-826-3251 • Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

ROOF RAKES, KEROSENE, HEAT TAPES, SLEDS, ICE MELTS, 
PROPANE & ELECTRIC HEATER, PLUMBING SUPPLIES, WOOD PELLETS

HELP WANTED 
Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out

YOUR ONE STOP 
BUILDING &

MODERNIZING
CENTER

409 Main Street  •  603-542-5111
CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743

FIBER INSULATION  •  ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM

INSIDE SPECIALS
happening now!

Stop in the store today!
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LAMBERT
SUPPLY CO. INC.

DERK BEARDMORE
beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

LUDLOW, Vt. – Mary W. 
Davis Realtor & Associates 
Inc., a cornerstone of the 
Okemo Valley real estate 
community since 1958, is 
proud to introduce Conor 
Bennett and Dan Vigeant, 
two real estate agents who 
have completed an exten-
sive hands-on mentorship 
program led by owner and 
principal broker Suzanne 
Garvey.
  “Immersing a new li-

censee into every aspect of 
the business is key,” Garvey 
explained. “The ‘how-to’ 
of real estate is only one 
piece. Understanding the 
‘why’ behind the extensive 
diligence the profession re-
quires is what fosters con-
fident, ethical, and knowl-
edgeable professionals who 
truly serve their customers 
and clients.”

  Bennett brings a unique 
global perspective to the 
Ludlow real estate market. 
Born and raised near Atlan-
ta, Ga., he spent much of his 
childhood visiting Okemo 
with his family. After at-
tending Centre College in 
Danville, Ky., on a lacrosse 
scholarship, and graduating 
in 2016, Bennett pursued a 
master’s degree in renew-
able energy at Reykjavik 
University in Iceland.
  He spent eight years in 

Iceland, where he owned 
and operated a successful 
bar, before returning to the 
United States. Bennett ulti-
mately returned to Okemo 
to manage the beloved res-
taurant The Bull, where he 
met his wife, a Ludlow na-
tive.
  Bennett said he was drawn 

to Mary W. Davis Realtor 

& Associates because of its 
longevity and collaborative 
culture. “There are life-
times of knowledge about 
the Okemo Valley here,” he 
shared. “The agents have 
forgotten more about real 
estate than I’m afraid I’ll 
ever learn. They’re incred-
ibly generous – not just with 
their knowledge, but with 
what they contribute to the 
community – and being 
part of that is something I’m 
proud of.”
  “The Ludlow commu-

nity has been life-changing,” 
Bennett added. “I came for 
a winter job, and quickly 
fell in love with everything 
Vermont has to offer. I’m 
excited to give back by sup-
porting local schools, busi-
nesses, and the community 

as a whole.”
  Vigeant grew up in Mas-

sachusetts, spent 10 years 
in Colorado, and was a li-
censed Colorado Realtor for 
two of those years.
  “When I decided to move 

back east to be closer to 
family, Vermont was an easy 
choice,” Vigeant said. “I al-
ready feel my roots growing 
deep within the commu-
nity, and I’m genuinely ex-
cited about what the future 
holds.” Since relocating, Vi-
geant has become involved 
with the Okemo Ski Patrol 
and works alongside his fi-
ance in their small business, 
using drones to inspect 
power lines across the state.
  “One of the biggest things 

I’ve noticed is how steep 
the learning curve can be, 

simply because every trans-
action is different,” he said. 
“As a younger agent enter-
ing this career, I have the 
utmost confidence that I’m 
surrounded by the right 
people to guide me. I also 
believe that becoming more 
involved locally is key to 
building strong relation-
ships and long-term suc-
cess in this business.” When 
asked what attracted him 
to the Mary Davis agency, 
Vigeant explained, “Mary 
Davis has some of the most 
experienced agents I’ve ever 
met, and what stands out 
most is their genuine will-
ingness to help and support 
one another.”
  With deep local roots, a 

commitment to mentor-
ship, and a passion for ser-

vice, Mary W. Davis Realtor 
& Associates continues its 
longstanding tradition of 
preparing the next genera-
tion of real estate profession-
als. Bennett and Vigeant are 
poised and supported to be 
trusted resources for buyers 
and sellers and are already 
hard at work.
  “I love supporting our 

agents. I’m especially proud 
of our firm’s collaborative 
culture in a highly competi-
tive market/industry,” Gar-
vey said. “Helping the next 
generation understand that 
success in real estate hap-
pens organically – while 
living your unique life, be-
ing out in the community, 
meeting people, listening, 
and building meaningful 
relationships.”

Mary W. Davis mentors the next generation

LUDLOW, Vt. – The Lud-
low Volunteer Firefighters 
Association recognized two 
local businesses for their 
outstanding commitment 
to the Ludlow community 
during a gathering on Dec. 
13, 2025.
  Representatives from Wil-

liam Raveis Vermont Prop-
erties and Benson’s Chevro-
let were in attendance. On 
behalf of the association, 
Fire Chief Ben Whalen pre-
sented Community Service 
Awards to both organiza-
tions in appreciation of their 
continued support.
  Kathy Burns and Kevin 

Barnes, of William Raveis 
Vermont Properties, ac-
cepted a plaque recogniz-
ing their leadership and 
fundraising efforts, par-
ticularly the 2025 Fire and 
Ice fundraiser. That event 

raised more than $96,000 
to upgrade and enhance the 
Ludlow Fire Department’s 
radio communications sys-
tem, including new portable 
radios, mobile radios, and a 
repeater. The project signifi-
cantly improves operational 
effectiveness and firefighter 
safety, and would not have 
been possible without their 
efforts and the generous 
support of event sponsors.
  Benson’s Chevrolet, repre-

sented by George and Mary 
Benson, was honored for its 
longstanding support of the 
association and the broader 
Ludlow community. In re-
cent years, Benson’s has 
been a key sponsor of the 
association’s annual Five 
Alarm 5K run, and has sup-
ported numerous commu-
nity events, including the 
trunk-or-treat celebration 

held each Halloween.
  Established in 1959, the 

Ludlow Volunteer Firefight-
ers Association is a nonprof-
it fundraising organization 
comprised of current and 
former firefighters. Its mis-
sion is to empower and sup-
port all firefighters by pro-
viding resources, training, 
and equipment to enhance 
service to the community, 
while fostering camaraderie, 
professionalism, and con-

tinuous learning. Through 
fundraising efforts, the as-
sociation invests in modern 
equipment that helps pro-
tect lives, property, and the 
environment.
  The association expressed 

its gratitude for the contin-
ued support of local busi-
nesses and community 
members, noting that initia-
tives like these would not be 
possible without their gen-
erosity and partnership.

Ludlow Volunteer Firefighters 
Association honors local businesses

Left to right: Ludlow Fire Chief Ben Whalen, Mary Benson, 
George Benson, Kathy Burns, and Kevin Barnes.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

General Contracting

 Construction 

Excavating

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT

www.barrsbuilders.com

STOCKBRIDGE, Vt. – 
Don Fielder, 69, of Stock-
bridge, Vt., died on Dec. 
31, 2025, at Gifford Medical 
Center, after a brief illness. 
A gathering celebrating 
Don will be held later this 
summer. A full obituary is 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
Laurence L. “Larry” La-
Cross, 68, died unexpect-
edly on Feb. 7, 2026, at 
Springfield Hospital. He 
was born on March 3, 
1957, in Springfield, Vt., 
the son of Ernest R. and 
Margaret “Peggy” LaCross. 
He graduated from Spring-
field High School, Class of 
1975.
  Larry was a quiet, kind, 

and gentle man, who loved 
his family deeply. He was 
a lifelong dairy farmer. He 
enjoyed sharing a cup of 
coffee with his wife, spend-
ing time in his garden, 
tending to his tree farm, 
playing his guitar, and 
working as a welder.
  Larry was always there 

for his family. He faithfully 

cooked special dishes spe-
cifically selected to share 
with his kids and extended 
family. He was a lover of 
sports, and supported his 
own children’s ventures as 
athletes. He was a devoted 
fan at his grandsons’ foot-
ball, basketball, and base-
ball games. He was an avid 
Patriots fan. He built a ‘41 
Willys coupe and restored 
a ‘56 Corvette.
  Larry is survived by 

his wife Mary; his chil-
dren Joshua, Jason, Jes-
sica (Chris), Kati (Paul), 
and Alan (Michelle); sib-
lings Holly Capen (Bud) 
and Karen Gould (Frank); 
brother-in-law Jim; and 
grandchildren Lucas, 
Thomas, Carson, Ben, 
Gabe, Jacqueline, Mer-

edith, and Collin.
  A Celebration of Life and 

burial will be held at a lat-
er date. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions may be made 
to the Springfield Booster 
Club, P.O. Box 666, Spring-
field, VT 05156.

Laurence LaCross, 1957-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

available at www.dayfuner-
als.com. Arrangements are 

LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

15 Barker St.
Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479
Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

under the direction of 
Day Funeral Home.

BELLOWS FALLS
St. Charles Church, 31 
Cherry Hill St.
Masses are held on 
Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday, at 
7 a.m.; Wednesday, at 7 
p.m.; Saturday Vigil Mass, 
at 4 p.m.; and Sunday, 
at 9 a.m. For more 
information, call 802-732-
8721.

CHESTER
Chester Baptist Church, 
162 Main St.
Worship is Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. For more 
information, including 
online streaming, go to 
www.chesterbaptist.org.

LUDLOW
Tyson Community 
Church, Corner of Route 
100 and Dublin Rd., 
opposite Echo Lake Inn
Services are Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. No service last 
Sunday of the month. Email 
terry.bascom@pm.me or 
call 802-228-2480.

SPRINGFIELD
Springfi eld Assembly of 
God, 269 River St.
Sunday morning service 
is 10 a.m. Evening 
service is 6 p.m. Go to 
www.facebook.com/
Springfi eld-Assembly-of-
God-156583214402910 
for links and more 
information.

WESTON
The Old Parish Church, 
644 Main St.
A diverse, informal, and 
welcoming congregation. 
Sunday service begins at 
10:30 a.m. via Zoom. 
For more information, 
contact Jon Bliss, minister, 
at 802-824-4452 or email 
easthillfarm@vermontel.net.
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calendar LEGAL NOTICES

TOWN OF CHESTER
WARNING

NOTICE OF TOWN MEETING

The Legal Voters of the TOWN OF CHESTER are hereby notified and warned to meet at the Chester 
Town Hall, Second Floor in said Town of Chester on Monday, March 2, 2026, at 6:00 pm., to act on the 
following Articles.  Voting on Article 1, 2, and 3 will be by Australian ballot on March 3, 2026, from 9:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Chester Town Hall Second Floor.  

 ARTICLE 1: To elect Town Officials for the ensuing year as provided by the Public Laws of 
Vermont.  Voting by Australian Ballot.
 ARTICLE 2: Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the Town of Chester in an amount 
not to exceed Four Hundred Thirty Thousand Dollars ($430,000), subject to reduction from the receipt 
of available state and federal grants-in-aid, be issued for the purpose of financing the construction 
of upgrades to the existing sidewalks at an estimated cost of $1,800,000. These funds will provide the 
required 20% match for an awarded Bicycle & Pedestrian Grant. Voting by Australian Ballot.
 ARTICLE 3: Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the Town of Chester in an amount 
not to exceed Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000), subject to reduction from the receipt of 
available state and federal grants-in-aid, be issued for the purpose of paving Flamstead Road, River 
Street, Library parking lot and patching Depot Street at an estimated cost of $300,000? 
 ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town of Chester will vote to approve borrowing for the purchase 
of a police cruiser for the Police Department in an amount not to exceed $70,000.  This equipment is 
replacing existing equipment at the end of useful life and is not an addition to the town inventory.
 ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town of Chester will vote to approve borrowing One Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($100,000) to fund the town’s grant match for Route 35 construction and the town’s 
match on Thompson Road easement purchase and preliminary design.  
 ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise $4,461,054.94 to be paid to the Chester 
Town Treasurer on September 15, 2026, to pay current expenses and any part of the Town’s 
indebtedness.
 ARTICLE 7: Shall the voters establish a 1% Local Options Tax on the sale of Rooms, Meals 
and Consumed Alcohol for a period of 10 years. Revenue from the Local Options Tax will be used 
to fund the Housing Reserve Fund which is used to support the production of housing and increase 
opportunities for families and individuals to access affordable homes in Chester. 
 ARTICLE 8: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of THIRTEEN THOUSAND EIGHT 
HUNDRED AND SEVEN DOLLARS ($13,807) to help support the home health, maternal and child 
health, and hospice care provided in patients’ homes and in community settings by the Visiting Nurse 
Association & Hospice of VT and NH, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 9: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of THREE THOUSAND AND FORTY 
FOUR DOLLARS ($3,044) to help support outpatient, mental health and substance abuse services by 
the staff of Health Care and Rehabilitation Services, Inc, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 10: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of THREE THOUSAND FORTY 
DOLLARS ($3,040) to Southeastern Vermont Community Action (SEVCA) to assist Chester in 
responding to the emergency needs of the community and providing all available and applicable services 
to families and individuals in need, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 11: Shall the Town of Chester appropriate the sum of NINE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS ($900) to the Women’s Freedom Center for general budget support to provide services 
to women and their children who are experiencing emotional, physical and/or sexual abuse and are 
residents of the Town, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 12: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $2,400 to Senior Solutions, the 
nonprofit Area Agency on Aging serving southeastern Vermont, to serve older Vermonters and younger 
disabled Vermonters with nutrition and wellness programs, application assistance for state and federal 
benefit programs, Medicare enrollment guidance, long term care Medicaid program care coordination, 
Volunteer Visitor programs, and more, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 13: Shall the Town of Chester appropriate the sum of $2,250 (two thousand two 
hundred fifty dollars) for the support of the MOOver Rockingham to provide transit services to the 
residents of the Town of Chester, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 14: Shall the Town of Chester appropriate the sum of $800 (eight hundred dollars) 
to support Windsor County Mentors, for youth mentoring services provided to children in Windsor 
County, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 15: Shall the Town of Chester appropriate the sum of $400 (four hundred dollars) 
to Green Mountain RSVP & Volunteer Center of Windsor County to develop opportunities for people 
age 55 and older to positively impact the quality of life in the community of Chester through volunteer 
service, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 16: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 
DOLLARS ($1,800.00) toward the support of the Community Cares Network of Chester and Andover, 
Inc. a non-profit organization which provides services to senior citizens, helping them to stay in their 
homes longer safely, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 17: Shall the Town of Chester appropriate the sum of $4,000 (four thousand 
dollars) to Meals on Wheels of Greater Springfield, Inc. for continued support and services to the 
citizens of the Town of Chester in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 2691?
 ARTICLE 18: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED 
SEVENTY DOLLARS ($5,570) to Neighborhood Connections, Inc. and Mountain Town Connector to 
cover the cost of providing services in Chester in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 19: Shall the town appropriate the sum of $5,000 to the Black River Area 
Community Coalition for continuing to work within the Chester community preventing youth 
substance/alcohol misuse in accordance with 24 V.S.A. 2691?
 ARTICLE 20: To see if the Town of Chester will appropriate the sum of THREE 
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($3,000) to assist in the services of the Chester-Andover Family Center for 
individuals and families in need, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691.
 
Dated at Chester, Vermont on this 21st day of January 2026.

/s/Lee Gustafson, Chairman 
/s/ Arne Jonynas
/s/ Tim Roper
/s/ Peter Hudkins
/s/ Arianna Knapp

TOWN OF LONDONDERRY

The Town of Londonderry, Vermont is seeking proposals 
for Tennis Court Replacement at Pingree Park, located at 36 
Pingree Park Rd, Londonderry VT.  Any questions should 
be directed to Liam Elio, Mountain Towns Recreation 
Director, at 802-824-3356 ext.8.  Bids are due March 5, 2026 
at 2pm.  You can view the bid documents here:  https://www.
londonderryvt.gov/rfps

Londonderry Planning Commission Hearing 
3/9/26 at 6:00 PM

 
The Londonderry Planning Commission will meet on 
March 9, 2026, at the Londonderry Town Offices to solicit 
comments from the public on a proposed zoning bylaw 
amendment and a new zoning map. This amendment 
will change the zoning regulations for the entire town of 
Londonderry. It is designed to:
• align the town’s zoning regulations with the planning goals 
in the Town Plan,
• addresses inconsistencies resulting from the many changes 
that have been made to state statutes since the zoning bylaws 
were last updated,
• fix shortcomings of the current regulations that had resulted 
in confusion or difficulties for applicants, the Administrative 
Officer, and the Development Review Board over the years, 
 
The full text of the proposed amendment and the new zoning 
map are posted on the Planning Commission page of the 
Londonderry Web site, and paper copies are available for 
twenty dollars from the town clerk.
 
The table of contents of this proposed zoning bylaw 
includes: General Standards, Exemptions and Limitations, 
Prior Applications, Approvals and Uses, Nonconformities, 
Zoning Districts, General Zoning Rules, Site Design 
and Performance Standards For Commercial and Multi-
Unit Housing Developments, Specific Use Standards, 
Subdivision Standards, Planned Unit Development (PUD) 
Standards, Administration and Enforcement, Fees and Filing 
Requirements, Zoning Permits, Commercial and Multifamily 
Home Development, Appeals, Notice Requirements, 
Hearings and Decisions, Violations and Penalties, and 
Definitions.

Town of Weston Planning Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Weston Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing at the Town Office, 12 Lawrence 
Hill Road, Weston, VT on Monday, March 9, 2026 at 6:00 
p.m. This hearing will be held for public review of and 
comment on proposed amendments to the Weston Zoning 
Bylaw, pursuant to Title 23, Chapter 117, Section 4441. 

The purpose of the proposed amendment is to make 
several revisions to the zoning bylaw to address procedural 
provisions, revise definitions, and update site development 
requirements related to loading, screening, and landscaping. 
Specifically, the amendments would add provisions to 
allow for the approval of unlisted land uses; update off-
street loading space requirements; update landscaping and 
screening requirements; revise minor subdivision application 
requirements; add provisions to allow amendments to 
zoning permits or site plans; add provisions to allow the 
Development Review Board to grant waivers; and update the 
definition for building height. The proposed amendments 
would apply to the entire Town of Weston. The proposed 
amendments do not include any changes to the district 
boundaries on the Weston Zoning Map

The affected Zoning Bylaw sections are as follows: Section 
200 (Prohibited Uses), Section 225 (Village District), Section 
540 (Off-Street Parking Space Requirements), Section 541 
(Off-Street Loading Space Requirements), Section 570 
(Landscaping Requirements), Section 571 (Screened Service 
Area Requirements), Section 590 (Subdivision of Land), 
Section 702.3 (Amendments to Zoning Permits or Site 
Plans), Section 705.1 (Authority of Appropriate Municipal 
Panels), Section 705.2 (Hearing and Notice Requirements 
for Appropriate Municipal Panel Proceedings) , Section 708 
(Waivers), Article VIII (Definitions). 

A full copy of the proposed amendments to the Weston 
Zoning Bylaw and the Report of the Planning Commission 
are available for public review and can be found at the 
Weston Town Office, 12 Lawrence Hill Road, Weston, VT, 
and on the Town’s website at: www.westonvt.org. 

FEB. 20 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Join 
online or in person at the 
Springfield Town Library, 
43 Main Street, at 10 a.m. 

every third Friday, for a 
60-minute chair yoga 
practice. Learn accessible 
movements that you can 
do right from your seat, 

leaving you feeling mobile, 
grounded, and focused. 
This month’s class will 
take inspiration from the 
Fire Horse, the Chinese 
zodiac animal for the Lunar 
New Year. Walk into the 
library and join live in 
person for free – there’s 
no need to preregister. 
For online access, which 
includes all recordings, visit 
studio.jobregnard.com/
product/88980 to choose 
from among a variety of 
registration options.

FEB. 21 –
CLAREMONT, N.H. – The 
Claremont Senior Center, 5 
Acer Heights, will serve a 
turkey dinner on Saturday, 
Feb. 21. The menu will be 
turkey, stuffing, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, squash, 
cranberry sauce, dinner 
rolls, and apple pie. There 
is a small cost per meal. 
To order a meal, please 
call 603-678-0433 any 
time before 3:30 p.m., and 
specify whether you will be 
dining in or taking out. Dine-

in begins at 4:30 p.m., and 
takeout meals can be picked 
up at 5 p.m.

FEB. 23 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Black 
River Valley Senior Center, 
10 High Street, will hold a 
pizza party on Monday, 
Feb. 23, at 12 p.m., 
featuring a surprise dessert. 
Please make reservations by 
calling 802-228-7421. Free 
cash bingo will follow. All 
are welcome.

MARCH 1 –
PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – Pat 
Daddona will be playing 
a live concert on Sunday, 
March 1, from 4-5 p.m., at 
the Perkinsville Community 
Church, 35 Church Street. 
If you would like to be 
on the email list for these 
events, please contact us at 
churchperkinsville@gmail.
com.

MARCH 7 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Join The 
Boot Pro on Saturday, 
March 7, from 9 a.m. – 2 
p.m., at Solitude on Okemo, 
for our next free on-snow 
ski demonstration of the 
season. Test the latest men’s 
and women’s skis from top 
brands, meet manufacturer 
representatives, and find 
your perfect match before 
models and sizes sell out. 
The event begins at Village 
Run Trail, on the skier’s right 
when approaching Solitude 
Day Lodge. Registration and 
a credit card deposit are 
required. Preregister at www.
bit.ly/3Ziu1za. Sponsored by 
The Boot Pro and Mary W. 
Davis Realtor & Associates.

MARCH 10 –
N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Join 
the Springfield Area Parent 
Child Center (SAPCC) 
on Monday, March 16, 
from 5:30-8:30 p.m., at 
the SAPCC Workforce 
Development & Training 
Center, 51 Jack and Jill Lane 
for a comprehensive CPR 
training session designed 
to empower you with the 
knowledge and hands-on 
skills to respond effectively 
in life-threatening situations. 
Register before March 
9 at www.tinyurl.com/
SAPCCCPR. An email from 
Sales Force at American 
Red Cross will be received 
by March 10 with the 
online portion of the class. 
The online portion must 
be completed prior to the 
in-person class. For more 
information, contact arielr@
sapcc-vt.org or 802-886-
5242.

MARCH 18 – 
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
March 18, Springfield 
Area Parent Child Center’s 
(SAPCC) Tienna’s Closet, 
a free community clothing 
closet, will be serving the 
Bellows Falls community 
at Parks Place Community 
Resource Center, 44 School 
Street Extension, from 10 
a.m. – 1 p.m. Tienna’s 
Closet will offer a selection 
of clothing in various sizes, 
including jackets and 
shoes, available free of 
charge. We will also have 
a small selection of hygiene 
products, diapers, formula, 
and children’s books, also 
free. Come see SAPCC in 
the Bellows Falls community 
and learn about the concrete 
support they offer. For more 
information, contact krista.
wilson@sapcc-vt.org or 802-
886-5242.
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NOTICE TO SPRINGFIELD VOTERS
Absentee Ballots for the Annual Town and Town School District 
Meeting being held Tuesday, March 3, 2026, will be available at 
the Springfield Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, February 11, 
2026.  If you wish to vote by absentee ballot, a request for these 
elections must be made, please contact the Town Clerk’s Office 
in writing, by phone or by email.  If you make your absentee 
request in person, you can choose to vote your ballots and return 
them before leaving the Town Clerk’s Office. If returning your 
ballots by mail, allow extra time for postal delivery and use two 
Forever stamps.  An Absentee Request Form can be found on 
the town’s website https://springfieldvt.gov or you may request 
your ballots online at https://mvp.vermont.gov.  The deadline for 
requesting absentee ballots is Monday, March 2, 2026 at 4:30 p.m. 
You may register to vote on Election Day at the polls and then 
proceed to vote on that day.  You may also register to vote any 
time at the Town Clerk’s office or online at https://mvp.vermont.
gov.  Prior to March 3, 2026 absentee ballots may be returned 
in-person, through regular mail and afterhours through mail slots 
located in town hall entrances. All voted absentee ballots must be 
received at the polls by the Town Clerk before the close of polls 
at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 3, 2026.   The polls are located 
at Riverside Middle School in the gymnasium and will open on 
Tuesday, March 3, 2026 at 8:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m.  Town 
Clerk’s Office will not be open on March 3, 2026. Barbara A. 
Courchesne, Town Clerk, CVC -  96 Main Street, Springfield, 
Vermont  05156 (802) 885-2104 townclerk@springfieldvt.gov

WARNING
ANNUAL TOWN AND TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING AND

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING
HYBRID (PHYSICAL and REMOTE)

The legal voters of the Town of Springfield and Town of Springfield School District are hereby notified and 
warned to meet at Riverside Middle School Gymnasium in said Town on Tuesday, March 3, 2026 at 8:00 
a.m. (8:00 o’clock in the forenoon) until 7:00 p.m. to vote by Australian ballot for Town and Town School 
District Officers, for all appropriations to be voted by Australian ballot, and all other items of business to be 
voted by Australian ballot.

A public informational hearing will be held in-person, and will be accessible remotely by electronic means, 
at the Springfield High School on Monday, March 2, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports of the Town Officers, 
Town School District Officers and Committees, to discuss all Australian ballot articles on the Annual Town 
and Town School District Meeting Warning and to do any other business that can legally be done under this 
Warning.

IN-PERSON PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING 
WILL BE ACCESSIBLE REMOTELY BY ELECTRONIC MEANS:
• ZOOM MEETING ID: 867 9327 0780
• By computer: Join meeting by clicking here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86793270780
• You may be prompted to enter the Meeting ID. You may need to download software https://zoom.us/
• By smartphone, tablet, or other device: Download and open the https://zoom.us/ app. You may have to 
create a free account or sign into your existing account. Select the option to join meeting and enter the 
Meeting ID.  One-tap mobile device click here: +1-301-715-8592
• By telephone: Dial +1-301-715-8592 and when prompted enter the Meeting ID.  Note that long distance 
rates may apply. Dial-in participants use *9 to raise/lower hand and *6 to mute/unmute.
• Meeting link can also be accessed on the home page of the Town of Springfield website 
•Watch live on SAPA TV or stream it from Sapatv.org
 
 ARTICLE 1:  To elect the following Town Officers and Town School District Officers for the 
ensuing year:     Cemetery Commissioner 
School Director Town School District Moderator  Library Trustees  
Selectboard Trustee of Public Funds  Town Moderator

 ARTICLE 2:  Shall the Town vote a salary of FIFTY and 00/100 DOLLARS ($50.00) per meeting 
for the Town Moderator for the ensuing year?  
 ARTICLE 3:  Shall the Town vote to pay each Selectperson the sum of FIVE HUNDRED and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($500.00) to help defray the costs and expenses incurred in serving the Town in that 
office? 
 ARTICLE 4:   Shall the Town appropriate the sum of SIXTEEN MILLION, EIGHT HUNDRED 
ONE THOUSAND, TWO HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE and 00/100 DOLLARS ($16,801,225.00) for the 
budget of the Town for salaries, incidental and necessary Town expenses, including highways, and for the 
purposes for which the law requires appropriations, and for which a Town may legally vote?
 ARTICLE 5:  Shall the Town vote to appropriate the sum of ONE MILLION, ONE HUNDRED 
THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS ($1,100,000.00) for repaving, road construction, gravel road 
improvements, and ancillary professional services for the projects specified in the Road Surface 
Management System Report dated December 2021 or other duly warranted sidewalk improvements?
 ARTICLE 6:  Shall the Town vote to appropriate the sum of ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($100,000.00) for sidewalk reconstruction in various locations throughout the Town?
 ARTICLE 7: Shall the Town vote to appropriate the sum of TEN THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($10,000.00) to offset Springfield Area Public Access TV’s operating costs to record, broadcast, 
archive, and promote up to 25 Selectboard meetings, up to 25 School Board meetings, the annual Town 
Meeting, and the outreach work it does to promote government transparency, media literacy, and 
community connection in our community?
 ARTICLE 8:  Shall the Town vote to exempt from taxation the premises at 7 Morgan Street 
(Parcel 023/1/30) owned by Turning Point Recovery Center of Springfield, Vermont, Inc., the exemption for 
such period of time as long as said premises are not used for any private use, or any use inconsistent with its 
present charitable use?  Such exemption shall be limited to FIVE (5) years, as is required by Section 3840 of 
Title 32 of Vermont Statutes Annotated.
 ARTICLE 9:  Shall the Town vote to exempt from taxation the premises at 5 School Street (Parcel 
01B/2/30) owned by North School Preservation Society, Inc., the exemption for such period of time as long 
as said premises are not used for any private use, or any use inconsistent with its present charitable use?  
Such exemption shall be limited to FIVE (5) years, as is required by Section 3840 of Title 32 of Vermont 
Statutes Annotated.
 ARTICLE 10:  Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District approve a payment of 
FIFTY and 00/100 DOLLARS ($ 50.00) per meeting for the Town School District Moderator for the ensuing 
year, the funds for which are included in the school budget?
  ARTICLE 11:  Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District approve the payment to 
each School Board member of FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($500.00) to help defray the costs 
and expenses incurred in serving in that office, the funds for which are included in the school budget?  
  ARTICLE 12:  Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District authorize the Town 
Treasurer, subject to the direction and approval of the School Board, to borrow money in anticipation of 
taxes needed to meet the requirements of the Town School District for the ensuing year? 
 ARTICLE 13:Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District approve the School 
Board to spend FORTY ONE MILLION, FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY-EIGHT THOUSAND, SIX 
HUNDRED FIFTY-ONE and 00/100 DOLLARS ($ 41,458,651.00), which is the amount the school board 
has determined to be necessary for the ensuing fiscal year?  It is estimated that this proposed budget, if 
approved, will result in education spending of $15,189 per pupil. This projected spending per pupil is 9.26% 
higher than spending for the current year. 

 ARTICLE 14:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($2,500.00) to the Springfield Community Band for eight (8) concerts? 
 ARTICLE 15:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of NINE THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($9,000.00) to Southeastern Vermont Community Action (SEVCA) to assist Springfield in 
responding to the emergency needs of the community and to provide all available and applicable services to 
families and individuals in need? 
 ARTICLE 16:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of FIFTY THOUSAND, FIVE 
HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($50,500.00) to help support the high-quality home health, maternal 
and child health, and hospice care provided in patients’ homes and in community settings by the Visiting 
Nurse and Hospice for VT and NH?  Care is provided regardless of ability to pay. 
 ARTICLE 17:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of EIGHT THOUSAND, FIVE 
HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($8,500.00) for the support of Senior Solutions (formerly Council on 
Aging for Southeastern Vermont) for help to support seniors and their families who are trying to remain at 
home and not be placed in a nursing home? 
 ARTICLE 18:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of FOUR THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($4,000.00) to help support the Valley Health Connections (formerly Precision Valley Free 
Clinic) to help the uninsured access health care?
 ARTICLE 19:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of TWELVE THOUSAND, 
FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($12,500.00) for the support of the MOOver f/k/a the Current 
operated by Southeast Vermont Transit, Inc., to provide transit services to the residents of the Town of 
Springfield? 
 ARTICLE 20:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of TWO THOUSAND FIVE 
HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($2,500.00) to Green Mountain RSVP & Volunteer Center of Windsor 
County to develop opportunities for people age 55 and older to positively impact the quality of life in the 
community of Springfield through volunteer service? 
 ARTICLE 21:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of TEN THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($10,000.00) to assist with the cost of operating the Meals on Wheels Program of Greater 
Springfield that provides daily hot & cold congregate and home delivered meals and other nutritional needs 
to the qualified residents of Springfield? 
 ARTICLE 22:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of THREE THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($3,000.00) to Windsor County Partners d/b/a Windsor County Mentors, for youth 
mentoring services provided to the children of Windsor County? 
 ARTICLE 23:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of FIVE THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS 
($5,000.00) to the Springfield Supported Housing to assist families and individuals find permanent housing 
and provide in home case management services for 6 months to two years after placement?  
 ARTICLE 24:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of SIXTY-FIVE THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($65,000.00) to the Springfield Family Center to assist with the cost of providing free meals, 
a free food shelf, and other services related to hunger as well as make referrals to partner social-service 
organizations in the community?
 ARTICLE 25:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of FOUR THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($4,000.00) to the Women’s Freedom Center for general budget support to provide 
services to women and their children who are experiencing emotional, physical and/or sexual abuse and are 
residents of the Town?
 ARTICLE 26:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of NINE THOUSAND, FIVE 
HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($9,500.00) to the Springfield Art and Historical Society to assist in 
preserving, maintaining, and displaying, for the public, the history and art of the Town of Springfield, 
Vermont?
 ARTICLE 27:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of NINE THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($9,000.00) to Turning Point Recovery Center Drop-In Center and Transition House to 
help with the everyday cost of providing recovery services and housing for men and that are in recovery 
from alcohol, substance abuse and co-occurring disorders? 
 ARTICLE 28:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of TEN THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($10,000.00) to help support outpatient, mental health and substance abuse services by the staff 
of Health Care and Rehabilitation Services, Inc.?
 ARTICLE 29:  Shall the Town of Springfield, VT appropriate the sum of FIVE THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($5,000.00) to the Springfield Area Parent Child Center to provide wrap-around services 
for young children and their families, including but not limited to: diaper & formula bank, developmental 
screenings and early intervention therapy, community workshops & trainings, family case management, 
activity bags, high quality preschool & childcare center, welcome baby bags, and fun community events like 
the Family Festival, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691? 
 ARTICLE 30:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of SEVENTY-FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($7,500.00) for Gallery at the VAULT (Visual Art Using Local Talent) to offer opportunities for 
learning and participation in the creative process, and to provide a marketplace for artists, while furthering 
the revitalization of the downtown?
 ARTICLE 31:  Shall the Town vote to amend the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 12, Section 
12-126, Discharge of Firearms Restricted, paragraph (b) by adding the following sentence at the end of 
paragraph (b)?
 “No person shall discharge a firearm in the area designated as Hartness Park.” 
 
Dated this 26th day of January, 2026   Dated this 28th day of January, 2026
at Springfield, County of Windsor   at Springfield, County of Windsor
and State of Vermont.     and State of Vermont.

Kristi C. Morris, Chair    Troy Palmer, Chair
Tara Chase      Jessica Austin
Heather Frahm     Jessica Cady Burlew
Michael E. Martin     Denise Hunter
      Stephen Karaffa

Town of Springfield Selectboard    Town of Springfield Board of School 
      Directors

LMHUUSD School Board
Has an Immediate Opening

The Ludlow-Mount Holly Unified Union School District 
(LMHUUSD) seeks one Ludlow and one Mount Holly Town 
resident interested in serving as a member of our local school 
board. The term of this position will be until Town Meeting 
Election Day held on Tuesday, March 2nd, 2027. The Board 
meets regularly, the second Wednesday of each month at 6:00 
p.m. and others as necessary. Members may fulfill additional 
responsibilities such as serving on board committees.
Please submit a letter of interest to:
LMHUUSD Board
c/o Layne Millington
609 VT Route 103 South
Ludlow, Vermont 05149
layne.millington@trsu.org

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
$$, Vintage Sports Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at 
antique centers in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

CLEAN OUTS + 
MORE
EZ-Dump Enterprises has a 
15-yard dump trailer available. 
We’re also here for heating 
equipment, appliance removal, 
home/storage unit clean outs, 
stump grinding, and refinishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-

ing Springfield, Vt. area. Call/text 
802-376-1168 or email ezdump.
bl@gmail.com. 

WANTED
GRAFTON, Vt. – Log-length 
cordwood wanted, 3 cords total, 
delivered/dropped at my prop-
erty in Grafton. Please call/text 
802-289-4121 with price and 
availability. 
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history LEGAL NOTICES

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$175 for 13 Weeks • $275 for 26 Weeks • $425 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM
Community Art Center offering Workshops, Equipped Studios, 
Camps, and More

611 Rt.103S, Ludlow, VT 802-228-8770
www.CreateTogetherVT.org
(12/9/26 - 52)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  VT    802-885-7111   galleryvault.org
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5
Annual Student Art Show  through February 28

Bradley Jackson’s Celebrate the Spirit of Nature
 Painting Exhibit, Reception 2/21  Noon-1:30

Workshops galleryvault.org/workshops
Raku Pottery witn Andrew Berends  3/7 & 3/14
Beginner Pysanky with Shannon Wallis  3/14 1-4:30 
Watercolor Skills with Kim Eng Yeo  3/21 & 28 10-12 
Dot Mandala Workshop with Antje Ruppert  3/28 2-4 p.m.
Turkish Map Fold Book with Deborah Stuart  4/18  11:30-1:30
(04/15/26 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. 
Framing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hard-
wood flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered 
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in 
Proctorsville. 802-558-5267. 
(05/13/26 - 13)

ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Booking for winter 2025 and spring 2026 projects. Offer carpentry, 
remodeling, interior & exterior painting, window & door replace-
ments, vinyl siding washing, pressure washing, drywall repairs, and 
odd jobs. Call 802-591-0019 or email billr2808@gmail.com. Caven-
dish, Vt. 
(05/06/26 - 26)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER
Painting Interior and Exterior
All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well
802-263-9693   rogcaw@msn.com
Roger, Perkinsville, VT
(05/13/26- 13)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(02/25/26 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(02/18/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(04/08/26 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(03/18/26 - 13)

Town and Village of Ludlow
Public Hearing #2 Notice

Proposed Plan of Merger of the Town and Village of Ludlow, Vermont
Thursday February 26th, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. (Town of Ludlow) 

Tuesday March 3rd, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.  (Village of Ludlow)
Hybrid Meetings – Heald Auditorium/Zoom (February 26th, 2026)

Howard Barton Jr. Conference Room (March 3rd, 2026)

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §1484, notice is hereby given of a public hearing by the Town of Ludlow’s 
Board of Selectman and Village Trustees to hear comments regarding a proposed plan of 
merger of the Town and Village of Ludlow, Vermont. Approval of the plan will result in charter 
changes in both the Town and Village.

The public hearings will take place on Thursday, February 26th for the Town of Ludlow and 
Tuesday, March 3rd  for the Village of Ludlow. Meetings will begin at 6:00 p.m. You may attend 
the Public Hearings in-person at the following location/address:
 Ludlow Town Hall
 37 Depot Street
 Ludlow, VT    05149

Or virtually on Zoom using the following links or Meeting IDs/Passcode:
Select Board Public Hearing #2 - Proposed Merger Plan 
Meeting ID# 996 3488 0881  Passcode: 167183

Village Trustees Public Hearing #2 - Proposed Merger Plan 
Meeting ID# 995 7692 3564  Passcode: 538920

Purpose of the Hearings: The purpose of each hearing is to take public comments regarding 
the proposed Plan of Merger of the Town and Village of Ludlow. Written comments may also 
be submitted, via email, to Ludlow’s Town/Village Manager, Penny K. Wu. Her email address 
is: pwu@ludlow.vt.us

Summary of the Plan of Merger for the Town and Village of Ludlow and Charter Changes: 
The Plan of Merger (“Plan”) proposes that the Village of Ludlow merge into the Town of 
Ludlow, with the Town of Ludlow as the sole surviving municipal corporation. It establishes 
the name of the Town (Ludlow) and declares that all the former Village property, including 
that associated with the Electric Light Department and Sewer Plant, are transferred to the 
Town. The Town will assume all the former Village’s debts and will perform all the former 
Village’s duties and obligations owed to third parties. The Plan repeals the charters of both the 
Town and the Village and replaces them with the substance of the Plan as the charter for the 
Town. The Plan names the officers of the Town and their manner of election or appointment, 
the form of governance, the powers of the Selectboard, the establishment and organization 
of the Water and Sewer Board, the governance and operation of the Electric Department 
and authority of its Board, transitional provisions, and other matters related to the proposed 
merger and legal operation of the Town thereafter.

Materials Available: The proposed plan of merger and resulting charter changes, and 
supporting documentation are available on our online website, https://www.ludlow.vt.us  An 
official copy of the plan of merger and charter changes is on file for public inspection in the 
Town Clerk’s office in the Ludlow Town Hall located at 37 Depot Street, Ludlow, VT   05149. 
Copies thereof will be made available to members of the public upon request.

TOWN & VILLAGE OF LUDLOW 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing before the Ludlow Development Review 
Board will be held on Monday, March 9th at 6:00 P.M. 
in the Francis J. Heald Auditorium at the Ludlow Town 
Hall, 37 Depot Street, and via Zoom, to hear the following 
applications:
• Toga5 LLC, Application #511-26-CU and #505-26-SITE 
to remove the existing building at 136 Main Street and 
construct six (6) new residential units on the existing 
foundation. This project is located within the Village 
Residential-Commercial zoning district. 
• The Reserve LLC, Application #SUB-26-003 to subdivide 
two (2) contiguously owned parcels into a six (6) lot 
subdivision for future single-family residences. This project is 
located within the Mountain Recreation zoning district.
The meeting Agenda will be available on Ludlow’s Web page, 
www.ludlow.vt.us with the Zoom ID and the URL link.  

Additional information about this application is available in 
the Planning and Zoning office at the Town Hall.  

Erin Ladd, Director of Planning & Zoning

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Join 
us at the Springfield Town 
Library on Saturday, Feb. 21, 
at 11 a.m., for a discussion on 
Springfield’s role in the inte-
gration of professional sports 
with author Chris Boucher.
  Harry “Bucky” Lew was 

basketball’s first Black pro-

fessional. In a career that 
spanned a quarter century, 
Lew was the first Black play-
er, coach, manager, referee, 
and franchise owner in inte-
grated professional basket-
ball. One of the highlights 
of his career was his season 
with Vermont’s Springfield 

Athletic Club, with whom he 
won a state championship in 
1907.
  Springfield in particular, 

and Vermont as a whole, 
were part of a silent major-
ity of sports fans throughout 
New England who supported 
everyone’s right to play. Their 

support wasn’t limited to Lew 
alone; other pioneers who 
played in the state included 
Black baseball Hall-of-Famer 
Bud Fowler, who played in 
Vermont in the 1880s, and 

William Clarence Matthews, 
who played in Vermont in 
the early 1900s. The state also 
hosted baseball’s first Indian, 
Louis Sockalexis, as a college 
player with Holy Cross in the 

1890s, and likely as a profes-
sional after his major league 
career with Cleveland ended.
  To sign up for a reminder, 

visit www.springfieldtownli-
brary.org/calendar.

Author talk on Springfield’s role in professional sports

PUTNEY, Vt. – Join the 
Putney Historical Society to 
watch a showing of a 2004 
filmed performance of the 
play “The Equivalent Lands” 
by Joe Greenhoe, at Next 
Stage, on Sunday, Feb. 22, at 
2 p.m. 
  The play, written for 

the 1976 Bicentennial cel-
ebration, depicts life on the 
northern frontier as settlers 
moved into what is now 

southern Vermont during 
the 18th century land dis-
putes between New Hamp-
shire and New York. The 
story takes place in Putney, 
Dummerston, and Westmin-
ster, where conflicts between 
supporters of the king of 
England and those working 
toward independent gov-
ernance played out in the 
years and months prior to 
the battles of Lexington and 

Concord. Those conflicts 
pitted neighbors against each 
other. Ancestors of some of 
the characters in the play still 
live in the area.
  Admission is by suggested 

donation. Proceeds will go 
toward the Putney Historical 
Society. Next Stage is located 
at 15 Kimball Hill in down-
town Putney, Vt. For infor-
mation, call 802-387-0102 or 
visit www.nextstagearts.org.

“The Equivalent Lands”

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfield Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute (OLLI) 
is pleased to announce its 
spring 2026 programs. Spon-
sored by the University of 
Vermont, OLLI is run by lo-
cal volunteer members, and 
is geared mainly towards se-
niors who are 50 years of age 

and older, but all are welcome. 
The programs are held Tues-
day afternoons, at 2 p.m., and 
last about an hour and a half, 
at the Nolin Murray Center 
on Pleasant Street, next to St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church, in 
Springfield, Vt.
  Following is the listing of 

programs for the spring.

  Feb. 24, Crown Point 
Road – Learn about the his-
tory of this road with local 
historians and members of 
the Crown Point Road As-
sociation Barry Griffith and 
Lonnie Lisai. The road was 
first marked and cut by the 
British in 1759, and often is 
called “Vermont’s first inter-
state highway.” It was used 
as a military road during the 
French and Indian War, as 
well as the Revolutionary War.
  Thursday, March 12, “Abi-

gail Adams: Liberty & Lega-
cy.”
  March 24, “Journalism Un-

der Threat.”
  April 7, “Discovering New 

England Stone Walls.” 
  April 21, “Historic Log 

Drives of the Connecticut 
River.” 
  May 5, “The Chance of Ten 

Lifetimes: Restoring Notre 
Dame de Paris.” 
  Thanks go out to our local 

benefactors Barbara Sand-
erson and HB Energy Solu-
tions. You can register online 
at www.learn.uvm.edu/olli/
springfield. There is a mem-
bership fee. Nonmembers are 
welcome and encouraged to 
attend for an individual pro-
gram fee.
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