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BY SHAWNTAE WEBB
The Vermont Journal

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
On Jan. 20, the Londonderry 
Selectboard discussed the 
responsibility of open meet-
ing law. Town administra-
tor Aileen Tulloch reported 
that she brought this to the 
board’s attention a month 
ago, and “things haven’t got-
ten better since then.”
  Tulloch stated that two 

more meetings, of the con-
servation committee and the 

housing commission, had 
not been warned properly, 
and had to be cancelled as 
a result. She explained that 
time and accuracy were ma-
jor factors in this problem. 
Agendas, she said, are be-
ing sent to the town office 
extremely late, and the staff 
does not feel comfortable 
posting things that are not 
accurate or legal, given that 
agendas arenot being posted 
within the timeframe that 
state statute requires prior to 
the meeting being held. Tull-

och reiterated that state law 
says it is the responsibility of 
each committee to abide by 
open meeting laws.
  Board member Taylor 

Prouty asked if, given the 
proper documents were 
sent in a timely manner, the 
town staff could continue to 
assist in posting agendas to 
the website. He added that 
he can sympathize with both 
sides, but, “if [the town staff 
doesn’t] offer some help, then 
we could potentially lose a lot 
of volunteers.” He suggested 

composing one document 
that can be distributed to 
every committee, contain-
ing all of the guidelines, state 
statutes, and criteria in order 
for the town to assist in post-
ing agendas. 
  Tulloch agreed to create 

a checklist, which will be 
signed by the selectboard. 
Tulloch also offered that, if 
anyone wanted to sit down 
and go over open meeting 
law, she would be happy to 
do so. 
  It was announced that Jen 

Greenfield resigned from 
the planning commission. 
Prouty said that it was ap-
parently related to a heavier 
workload with posting agen-
das. “That’s a read that we 
had,” stated Prouty. 
  Short-term rental (STR) 

administrator Andy Dahl-
strom then reported that the 
season has begun to look at 
the STR ordinance, and a 
committee has been formed. 
He invited anyone interested 
in learning or contributing 
feedback to attend the meet-

ings in person or online, on 
the first and third Mondays, 
at 5 p.m. 
  Liam Elio, representing the 

town hall renovation com-
mittee, said that there are a 
few small projects that are 
not Municipal Energy Resil-
ience Program (MERP) ap-
proved, but need to be done, 
such as a perimeter drain. He 
requested use of some of the 
2026 building reserve fund 
for these projects, of which

Londonderry talks open meeting law, grant opportunities

BY NICK GIBERTI
The Vermont Journal

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
Chester Selectboard met on 
Wednesday, Jan. 21, for their 
second regular meeting of 
the new year.
  The board heard from 

Tim Jones and Don Mills, 
of Green Mountain Power 
(GMP), concerning an up-
coming power line replace-
ment project along on Lov-
ers Lane slated to begin in 
May. Jones, GMP program 
manager, told the board 
that the project would begin 
“just north of the rec fields,” 

and proceed to Randall 
Road. Power lines, accord-
ing to Jones, will be 90% 
underground, at a depth 
of 48-50 inches. The proj-
ect will require significant 
disturbance to the road 
surface, and as such, GMP 
will rebuild the road at the 
project’s end, at their own 
expense, as well as replace a 
culvert, Jones said.
  Jones said he anticipates 

that the work will take “a 
couple of weeks,” and that 
during this time there will 
be traffic control and road 
closures.
  Board Vice Chair Arne 

Jonynas asked Jones if towns 
are ever reimbursed for 
granting GMP rights of way, 
and Jones responded that 
that has not been common 
practice. “Our carrot is we’re 
rebuilding the road,” Jones 
said, though he welcomed 
the board’s “feedback” on 
the matter.
  Mills explained that 

“towns have definitely ben-
efited from brand new cul-
verts” and other work GMP 
does during its projects, say-
ing, “We’re actually saving 
the towns money in a lot 
of cases.” Jonynas acknowl-
edged that the road would 

likely be returned to better 
shape than it is currently in 
by GMP.
  The board then began dis-

cussions of the town’s 2026 
general fund budget. Hance 
inaugurated the discussion 
by saying that she would like 
to “put on the record and 
[give] some clarity about the 
deficit discussion we’ve been 
having.”
  Hance explained that the 

town’s numbers did not re-
flect a budget deficit at the 
end of 2024, and that, in 
June 2025, when the audi-
tors with whom the town 
works completed their audit 

for 2024, they did not alert 
her to any abnormalities, 
and so she did not thor-
oughly review the audit. It 
was not until October 2025 
that Hance became aware 
of the 2024 deficit, at which 
time she said she noticed 
“discrepancies” in the audit. 
“There were double entries 
of things, and things that 
didn’t look right,” Hance 
stated, saying she then 
reached out to the auditors, 
who agreed that there were 
issues with the audit. At that 
time, Hance said, she agreed 
with the auditors that the 
corrections to 2024 would 

be handled at the same time 
as the audit for 2025, begin-
ning at the end of February 
2026. In the mean time, 
Hance continued, there is 
not clarity as to how much 
of a deficit exists, or how any 
deficit could have occurred 
in the first place.
  “I just simply don’t have 

answers...the auditors have 
to give us the answers,” 
Hance told the board. “By 
our numbers, we weren’t in 
a deficit.”
  Hance said she had avoid-

ed raising the issue publicly 

Chester addresses budget deficit

BY PAULA BENSON
The Vermont Journal

LUDLOW, Vt. – Seventy 
years ago, on Jan. 31, 1956, 
Okemo Mountain Resort 
first welcomed visitors for 
their inaugural season. At 
that time, the ski area fea-
tured four trails and two 
surface lifts, including what 
was then the longest surface 
lift in the country, the Red 
Poma lift, measuring in at 
6,207 feet.
  Improvements and ex-

pansion continued through 
the years at the popular win-
ter destination, and, at the 
start of the 1961-62 season, 
the mountain reported a 
record 4,700 skiers over the 
three-day New Year’s week-
end. By early 1969, Okemo 
opened the new summit 

complex, and by Christmas 
of that year, the mountain 
was reporting that ticket 
sales were 40% ahead of the 
previous winter.
  Tim and Diane Mueller 

took over as sole owners 
during the 1992-1993 sea-
son, and kept pace with cur-
rent ski trends and innova-
tions. Okemo installed the 
area’s first triple chairlift, the 
first detachable quad, adver-
tised as “the world’s fastest 
high-speed quad,” and con-
structed a $1.2 million sum-
mit lodge. The Sunburst Ex-
press was installed in 2014, 
featuring the landmark 
Orange Bubbles, a six-pack 
chairlift with heated seats.
  In 2018, Vail Resorts 

purchased Okemo, and 
has continued to commit 
to making improvements 

at the mountain, including 
significant snowmaking up-
grades, the most recent via a 
partnership with Efficiency 
Vermont.
  “These upgrades mean 

more snow, faster cover-
age, and a better start to the 
season, all while operating 
more sustainably,” reported 
Samara Sausville, commu-
nications manager for Vail 

Resorts. “This directly sup-
ports our Commitment to 
Zero, Vail Resorts’ sustain-
ability goal of achieving a 
zero net operating footprint 
by 2030.”
  These days, Okemo sees 

between 500,000-600,000 
visitors annually, and man-
ages more than 120 trails 
and 21 lifts. Vail continues 
to host signature events 
throughout the year, includ-
ing upcoming celebrations 
in recognition of Okemo’s 
70th anniversary.
  The mountain is excitedly 

preparing to commemorate 
opening day on Jan. 31, with 
an apres party in the Jack-
son Gore courtyard, featur-
ing a set from DJ Fly Ty,  
(@mrlifeofyourparty). Fes-
tivities will be kicking off 
at 2 p.m., and guests are en-

couraged to take the morn-
ing to enjoy the mountain, 
then apres the afternoon 
away.
  Before the end of the 2026 

ski season, Okemo visitors 
can look forward to several 
signature events, includ-
ing the Let it Glow Win-
ter Ice Festival, scheduled 
for March 14; the Okemo 
Parks Halfpipe Jam, set for 
March 28; and The Snow-
melt: Slush Cup and Spring 
Fling, planned for April 4. 
Additionally, surprise, pop-
up experiences are planned 
throughout the season.
  With the recent storm 

dumping around 18 inch-
es of fresh powder on the 
mountain, the current sea-
son is shaping up to be 
an excellent one – not too 
shabby, for 70.

Okemo celebrates platinum anniversary

Okemo celebrates 70 years on Jan. 31.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC.  Osaic Wealth is separately 
owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

Derek Karner
802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

Formerly Huntley Financial Services

We are hiring!

Southeast Vermont 
Transit is hiring a 
COMMUNITY DRIVER 
COORDINATOR to recruit 
and retain per diem 
drivers. This position is 25 
hours per week year 
round based in our 
Rockingham Office. This 
is not a driver position. 
We need a people person 
and a team builder.
Hourly wage is $26-28 
per hour depending on 
related skills and 
comparable experience.  
Excellent benefits .
We are a GREAT place  
to work!

Apply online only at: 

moover.com/join-our-team

Equal Opportunity Employer

Rick Strobl
Income Tax Preparation

Affordable • Experienced • Accurate • Direct Deposit
Now Purchasing Pre-1964 Silver Coins

Specializing in: “Personal 1040” “Self Employed” 
“Rental Properties” “Small Businesses”

Springfield, VT Claremont, NH
Call for Appointment: 802-299-5121

CHESTER, Vt. – In col-
laboration with the Ches-
ter-Andover Family Center 
(CAFC) and the Andover 
Town Democratic Com-
mittee, the Chester Town 
Democratic Committee 
will hold its 20th annual 
Share Heat Fundraiser on 
Sunday, Feb. 1. For two 
decades, our community 
has come together to assist 
families facing financial in-
security and unable to heat 
their homes. As families 
across the country struggle 
to make ends meet, our 
neighbors are no excep-
tion – the need for heating 
fuel assistance to provide 
warmth and comfort con-
tinues to grow.
  We are proud to partner 

with the Chester-Andover 
Family Center to provide 
heating assistance to resi-
dents of Chester and Ando-

ver through their financial 
assistance program. Fami-
lies needing assistance with 
a heating bill only need call 
the center, and a volunteer 
will promptly return their 
call. Verified bills are paid 
directly to the vendor.
  This will be our second 

year hosting a reception for 
the community at Vermont 
Vines Vineyard and Win-
ery, from 4-6 p.m. Vermont 
Vines is located at 275 Wil-
liams Road, Rockingham, 
Vt. We will provide appe-
tizers, and a cash bar will be 
available. All are welcome 
to attend. The Chester-An-
dover Family Center fills a 
vital need in our commu-
nity, and this is a great op-
portunity to make a differ-
ence. In 2024, The CAFC 
provided 13 residents with 
home heating assistance 
totaling $6,000. In 2025, as-

sistance was provided to 
24 residents for a total of 
$11, 715. These numbers 
will likely increase again 
in 2026. This is why we 
are asking for your help.
  Your donation to the 

Share Heat Fundraiser 
will keep the heat on for 
those in our community 
struggling to pay their 
bills. Please join us at 
the reception, or send 
your donation directly 
to the Chester-Andover 
Family Center. Dona-
tions may be made by 
check payable to Chester 
Andover Family Cen-
ter, with “Share Heat” in 
the memo line. Checks 
may be mailed to The 
Chester-Andover Fam-
ily Center, P.O. Box 302, 
Chester, VT 05143.
  You may also donate 

via PayPal and Venmo 
by visiting the CAFC 
website, www.chester-
andoverfamilycenter.
org, and clicking the 
“donate” button. In the 
additional information/
instructions line, please 
type “Share Heat dona-
tion.”
  Your contribution to 

the Chester-Andover 
Family Center, a 501(c)
(3) charitable organiza-
tion, is tax-deductible.

Share Heat 2026 appeal 
and invitation

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Vermont Agency of 
Transportation (AOT) 
and the Agency of Com-
merce and Community 
Development (ACCD) 
awarded $67,500 to 
the town and village of 
Ludlow in Better Con-
nections Grant funds to 
develop a master plan 
that outlines a unified 
vision for transportation 
improvements in the vil-
lage center, surround-
ing neighborhoods, and 
key destinations to sup-
port vibrant, year-round 
economic activity. The 
town is providing a 10% 
match in the amount of 
$7,500, for a total fund-
ing amount of $75,000 for 

professional services. The 
Better Connections Grant 
Program seeks to help cit-
ies and towns build stronger 
communities that are more 
livable and walkable. Lud-
low will have a year and a 
half to complete this project.
  “The updated Ludlow Vil-

lage Master Plan will pro-
vide an actionable roadmap 
for transportation, parking, 
access management, hous-
ing, and land use decisions 
that align with Vermont’s 
Better Connections, Smart 
Growth, and Act 181 plan-
ning principles,” said Lud-
low town manager Penny 
Wu. 
  “Vermont’s downtowns 

and village centers are eco-
nomic drivers, and enhance 

Vermont’s quality of life, as 
well as our brand,” said Gov. 
Phil Scott. 
  The Program is led by the 

Vermont Agency of Trans-
portation (AOT) and the 
Vermont Agency of Com-
munity Development, in 
collaboration with the Ver-
mont Agency of Natural 
Resources and the Vermont 
Department of Health. 
Municipalities biannually 
compete for approximately 
$200,000 in projects funds. 
For a complete list of cur-
rent and past projects, visit 
the program’s story map. For 
more information, visit the 
Better Connections web-
site, www.vtrans.vermont.
gov/planning/projects-pro-
grams/better-connections.

Ludlow awarded planning 
grant to develop master plan

Board Chair Tom Cava-
nagh said he could count 
on about $150,000, from the 
$250,000 that would be allo-
cated to the fund this year. 
  Karen Geraghty, grant 

writer from KG Consulting, 
then discussed further grant 
opportunities for the town. 
She said it was unfortunate 
that the town was denied the 
Community Development 
Block Grant – Disaster Re-
covery (CDBG-DR) grants, 
and relayed that the funding 
was approved to towns that 
had projects more directly 
related to housing develop-
ment.
  Geraghty reported that 

there are two other grant 
opportunities from North-
ern Borders Regional Com-
mission and Economic De-
velopment Administration 
(EDA). The Northern Bor-
ders grant has eligibility for 
up to $1 million in funding, 
and specifically lists waste-
water projects as a criterion. 
The EDA grant has eligibility 
for between $2-20 million in 
funding, but the town would 
be competing in a larger pool 
of applicants given that this 
is a national grant. She said 
the town meets all of the re-
quirements for both grants, 
and recommended the town 
apply for both, to which the 
board agreed.
  The Londonderry Se-

lectboard meets the first 
and third Monday of every 
month, at 6 p.m.

until she had gathered 
enough information, 
explaining that this is a 
result of her “legal back-
ground,” and that she 
feels that “it gets very 
messy when you put half-
facts and half-truths out 
in a public discussion.”
  “In my experience,” 

Hance said, “[it] does not 
usually end well.”
  Resident Bill Lindsay 

then spoke to the board, 
saying he had attempted 
to read the audit, though, 
“As a layman...[the audit] 
is extremely difficult to 
read.” Lindsay felt that 

the town’s current attempts 
to hire a financing direc-
tor are an “excellent correc-
tive action,” and that, in his 
opinion, this person should 
report directly to the select-
board at meetings, so that 
the board can review the 
town’s finances at intervals 
during the year. Hance told 
Lindsay that what he de-
scribed is something that is 
being included in the posi-
tion’s job description.
  Further budget discus-

sions focused on cuts in 
the 2026 budget, as well as 
any other possible mitiga-
tion strategies for the deficit 
when it becomes clear what 
the total amount is. Board 
member Arianna Knapp 

suggested adding money 
into the budget for the 
town’s reserve fund, to ac-
count for the deficit, as well 
as possibly for future contin-
gencies. The board agreed, 
and settled on the amount 
of $40,000, raising the 2026 
budget increase from about 
6% to a total of 7.12%. The 
general fund budget was 
then approved to be voted 
on at Town Meeting, total-
ing $4,461,054.94.
  The Chester Selectboard 

will hold their next meet-
ing on Wednesday, Feb. 4, 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Chester 
Town Hall.

DEFICIT
From Page 1

GRANTS
From Page 1



community
January 28, 2026 | 3The Vermont Journal/The Shopper

REAL ESTATE

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

SPRINGFIELD, VT - $375,000

www.barrettandvalley.com
BEAUTIFULLY FINISHED RANCH WITH APARTMENT!

802-875-2323

HOUSE OF THEWEEK

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation

www.KelleyRealEstate.com
802-228-5333

FOR SALE  |  9 STRYHAS TRAILER COURT  |  LUDLOW
Well-maintained 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom manufactured home on leased 
lot in a peaceful 55+ community. Features include open concept layout, 
high ceilings, multiple skylights and deck with retractable awning.

Call or Text Listing Agent Gabrielle Truco 
at 802-353-0106 for more information

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your 
piece of Vermont 

to fit your Dreams!

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. • Charlestown, NH 03603

Tel: 603-826-3251 • Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

ROOF RAKES, KEROSENE, HEAT TAPES, SLEDS, ROOF RAKES, KEROSENE, HEAT TAPES, SLEDS, 
PROPANE & ELECTRIC HEATER, ICE MELTS, PROPANE & ELECTRIC HEATER, ICE MELTS, 

PLUMBING SUPPLIES, WOOD PELLETSPLUMBING SUPPLIES, WOOD PELLETS

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic

problems in the Franklin County
area since 1984.

• Water Conditioning
• Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

• Iron and Manganese Removal
• Radon & Arsenic Removal
• Systems Maintenance
• Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

800-252-8484
ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

What’s In Your Water?™

div. of Cushing and Sons

Worried About
Your Water?

NE-315865

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic

problems in the Franklin County
area since 1984.

• Water Conditioning
• Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

• Iron and Manganese Removal
• Radon & Arsenic Removal
• Systems Maintenance
• Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

800-252-8484
ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

What’s In Your Water?™

div. of Cushing and Sons

Worried About
Your Water?

NE-315865

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic

problems in the Franklin County
area since 1984.

• Water Conditioning
• Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

• Iron and Manganese Removal
• Radon & Arsenic Removal
• Systems Maintenance
• Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

800-252-8484
ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

What’s In Your Water?™

div. of Cushing and Sons

Worried About
Your Water?

NE-315865

Windham County

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic

problems in the Franklin County
area since 1984.

• Water Conditioning
• Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

• Iron and Manganese Removal
• Radon & Arsenic Removal
• Systems Maintenance
• Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

800-252-8484
ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

What’s In Your Water?™

div. of Cushing and Sons

Worried About
Your Water?

NE-315865

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic

problems in the Franklin County
area since 1984.

• Water Conditioning
• Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

• Iron and Manganese Removal
• Radon & Arsenic Removal
• Systems Maintenance
• Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

800-252-8484
ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

What’s In Your Water?™

div. of Cushing and Sons

Worried About
Your Water?

NE-315865

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic

problems in the Franklin County
area since 1984.

• Water Conditioning
• Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

• Iron and Manganese Removal
• Radon & Arsenic Removal
• Systems Maintenance
• Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

800-252-8484
ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

What’s In Your Water?™

div. of Cushing and Sons

Worried About
Your Water?

NE-315865

Windham County

Solving hard water, iron, blue 
staining, radon, and arsenic 

problems in the Windham and 
Windsor Counties since 1984

DERK BEARDMORE
beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

Helie’s Carpets, LLC
FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS

Let us Floor You - Our Prices Won’t!
603-542-9979

www.heliescarpetnh.com
281 Washington Street,  Claremont, NH

Campton -$219,700 - MLS 5073610
     info@century21highview.com

603-542-7766 or 603-477-6131

42 Summer Street
Claremont, NH 03743

REGION – Southeast 
Vermont Transit (SEVT, 
aka the MOOver) an-
nounces the promotion 
of Tammy Neathawk as its 
next chief operating offi-

cer, effective July 1.
  The current MOOver 

COO is Christine Howe, 
who will be promoted to 
CEO also on July 1, upon the 
retirement of existing CEO 
Randy Schoonmaker on 
June 30. 
  Neathawk is currently 

the Rockingham operations 
manager. She was previously 
employed at Green Moun-
tain Union High School, 
D ar t mout h-Hitchco ck 
Medical Center, and The 
Grammar School in Putney. 
Hired as a driver in Septem-
ber 2021, she was promoted 
to Rockingham operations 
manager a month later. She 
oversees 36 routes, 41 driv-
ers, two mechanics, and the 
maintenance of 31 vehicles.

  The MOOver serves 34 
towns in southern Windsor 
and Windham counties, and 
splits service in their territo-
ry between its facilities Rock-
ingham and Wilmington.
  In her role as COO, Neat-

hawk will manage the opera-
tions of both divisions, total-
ing 63 vehicles and 90 staff, 
and proving more than half a 
million rides per year.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
On Saturday, Feb. 7, from 
1-2:30 p.m., please join the 
Rockingham Free Public 
Library for a presentation 
sponsored by Vermont Hu-
manities, entitled “River 
Memories: Exploring Settle-
ment Patterns on Waterways 
in Vermont.”
  Devastating recent rain 

events, including in July 
2023 and 2024, and Tropi-
cal Storm Irene in 2011, have 
demonstrated that many 
communities in Vermont are 
vulnerable to damage from 
flooding. In this presenta-
tion, historian Alan Berol-
zheimer examines how the 

development of settlement 
patterns over time have con-
tributed to the problem of 
flooding in Vermont.
  Berolzheimer has directed 

the book publishing pro-
gram of the Vermont His-
torical Society since 1998. He 
is also the project historian 
and assistant director of The 
Flow of History, a Teaching 
American History program 
providing professional de-
velopment activities to Ver-
mont teachers. Alan received 
a doctorate in 20th-century 
U.S. history from the Uni-
versity of Virginia in 1996. 
He lives in Norwich, Vt.
  For more information 

about this and other pro-
grams, call 802-463-4270, 
visit www.rockinghamli-
brary.org, or stop by the 
library at 65 Westminster 
Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

“River Memories” at 
Rockingham Library

MOOver promotes new 
chief operating officer

Sign up for our email newsletter!
If you enjoy reading our news, you can sign up for 

our weekly email newsletter.

Scan here!

Tammy Neathawk.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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YOUR ONE STOP 
BUILDING &

MODERNIZING
CENTER

409 Main Street  •  603-542-5111
CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743

FIBER INSULATION  •  ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM

HELP WANTED
Call the Store Today!

603-542-5111
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LAMBERT
SUPPLY CO. INC.

(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH

Veteran Owned & OperatedVeteran Owned & Operated

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete – Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

800-562-3845 – 603-542-9595 – sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743 

New Hampshire and Vermont’s Largest Auto Recycler!!!

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will 
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. 

Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 81081XEL

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
81081XEL    separately $323.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

SAVE 60%

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES
MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600
NEW TIRES TOO!!

GRAFTON, Vt. – An-
die Fusco, of Four Seasons 
Sotheby’s International 
Realty in Bondville, Vt., 
announced the return of 
Snowshoe for Hope. Pro-
ceeds raised from the event 
benefit Susan G. Komen, 
the world’s leading breast 
cancer organization.
  “Snowshoe for Hope is 

meant to be a fun, winter-
activity fundraiser for all 
ages and abilities,” Fusco 
said. “Together, we can en-
sure that Komen can con-
tinue to save lives by meet-
ing the most critical needs 
of our communities, and 
investing in breakthrough 
research to prevent and 
cure breast cancer.” 
  Snowshoe for Hope will 

take place Sunday, Feb. 8, at 
the Grafton Trails & Out-
door Center in Grafton, Vt. 

Pre-event activities begin 
at 9 a.m., and trail access 
opens at 10 a.m. Partici-
pants can register on site, 
pickup T-shirts, drop off 
donations, rent show shoes, 
and enjoy a light breakfast.
  There is no cost to regis-

ter for Snowshoe for Hope, 
but a trail fee will apply. To 
learn more about the 2026 
Snowshoe for Hope, and 
to register as an individu-
al, visit www.info-komen.
org/goto/2026Snowshoe
forHope.
  Participants unable to 

join in person can register 
for Snowshoe for Hope, 
fundraise, and snowshoe 
any day this winter for the 
benefit of Susan G. Komen.
  “Ending breast cancer 

forever is at the center of 
Susan G. Komen’s mission, 
and no one should have to 

face breast cancer alone,” 
Fusco added. 
  To form a new team, 

please email Fusco 
at snowshoeforhopevt@
gmail.com to receive 
step-by-step instructions 
on how to form a team 
for the Snowshoe for 
Hope event. Fusco can 
also be reached at this 
email address with any 
other questions about 
Snowshoe for Hope.
  The Grafton Inn is 

pleased to offer a 10% 
discount on accommo-
dations for Feb. 6 and 
7. No minimum stay is 
required. To receive this 
discount, use Promo 
code SNOWSHOE. 

Snowshoe for Hope
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –

North Star Health is 
pleased to welcome Er-
inna Wichland as its new 
director of nursing. With 
more than two decades 
of experience in nursing 
and health care leader-
ship, Wichland brings 
a deep commitment to 
supporting care teams, 
and ensuring patients 
receive compassionate, 
high-quality care close to 
home.
  “I chose to join North 

Star Health because of 
our strong connection to 
the community and our 
commitment to care,” 
said Wichland. “I believe 
in creating systems that 

allow clinical support staff 
to focus on what matters 
most: caring for patients in 
meaningful and impactful 
ways.”
  In her new role, Wichland 

will oversee North Star’s 
clinical support staff across 
all primary care locations. 
She will help strengthen 
nursing practice, encourage 
professional growth, and 
promote coordinated care 
that meets patient needs.
  “Erinna understands 

that strong care starts with 
strong relationships,” said 
Joshua R. Dufresne, chief 
executive officer of North 
Star Health. “She listens 
and leads with compas-
sion, and values the voices 

of both staff and patients. 
Her collaborative approach 
and mentorship will allow 
our teams work to the top 
of their licenses, to ensure 
our community continues 
to receive excellent care.”
  Wichland is focused on 

fostering teamwork, sup-
porting nurses and clinical 
support staff, and working 
closely with care teams to 
make sure patients get the 
care that they need.
  Wichland most recently 

served in senior nursing 
leadership roles in hospi-
tal-based settings, and is 
known for her collaborative 
leadership style and strong 
focus on quality, safety, and 
staff engagement.

North Star Health new 
director of nursing

nonprofit community men-
tal health agency, is proud to 
spotlight the contributions 
of Hetty Thomae, a current 
board member and a piv-
otal figure in the inception 
of our school-based services 
program in the early 1990s. 
Thomae’s journey reflects 
not only the evolution of a 
transformative program, but 
also her unwavering dedica-
tion to the wellbeing of chil-
dren and families.
  In 1992, while pursuing 

her graduate degree in ther-
apy at Antioch University in 
New Hampshire, Thomae 
embarked on her first in-
ternship. This internship, 
through The Family Place, 

placed her in a pilot program 
at the State Street School in 
Windsor. Collaborating with 
Jo Levkoff and school coun-
selor Mary Bronga, Thomae 
worked closely with students 
and their families in what 
was then an experimental 
initiative. 
  Among her cherished 

memories is organizing a 
boys’ group where she led 
activities ranging from bas-
ketball games to innovative 
drumming sessions. Using 
soft pom-poms on sticks, the 
boys created rhythmic beats 
on a drum – until a teacher 
upstairs intervened due to 
the noise. These activities, 
combined with Thomae’s 
educational expertise, al-
lowed her to connect deeply 
with the children, many of 
whom faced challenges at 
home. 
  In 1993, HCRS formally 

established its Success Be-

yond Six services within 
the children’s division, and 
Thomae was among its first 
clinicians. Thomae brought 
her invaluable experience 
from the pilot program to 
this new initiative. 
  Thomae transitioned to 

Woodstock Elementary 
School as a school-based 
clinician. Unlike traditional 
office-based therapy, being 
embedded within the school 
allowed Thomae to observe 
her clients in their natural 
environment, and tailor her 
therapeutic interventions 
accordingly.
  Thomae’s time with 

HCRS concluded in 1997, 
when she pursued another 
passion, teaching drama. 
However, her impact on 
HCRS’ school-based ser-
vices remains foundational. 
Thomae’s pioneering efforts 
and innovative spirit helped 
shape a program that contin-
ues to provide critical sup-
port to students and their 
families. 
  As we continue to build on 

the foundation she helped 
establish with an HCRS pro-
gram that today serves more 
than 200 students across 15 
local school districts, we 
are honored to recognize 
Thomae for her contribu-
tions and her enduring leg-
acy in school-based mental 
health services.

HCRS 
honors board member Hetty Thomae

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
Health Care and Reha-
bilitation Services (HCRS), 
southeastern Vermont’s 
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obituariesLEGALS

OBITUARIES: A 200-word obituary is $100, and 
$0.60 per word thereafter. A black and white photo is 
an additional $20. Email to editor@vermontjournal.
com by Monday at 12 p.m.
CHURCH SERVICES: We run Church Services on 

an alternating schedule. Subject to space. All services 
are posted online at www.VermontJournal.com.

Two Rivers Supervisory Union
Ludlow, VT

 Recording Secretary – TRSU Board

The Two Rivers Supervisory Union (TRSU) Board in 
Ludlow, VT is seeking a Recording Secretary to record and 
prepare accurate minutes for board meetings, supporting 
three entities with an average of three meetings per month. 
Compensation is paid per meeting. Interested candidates 
with strong listening and writing skills should send letters of 
interest to Abby.marconi@trsu.org.

TOWN OF LONDONDERRY
On behalf of the Town of Londonderry, VT, Hoyle Tanner 
is accepting bids for the Spring Hill Road Culvert over Eddy 
Brook, Londonderry TAP TA23(23), Town of Londonderry, 
VT, project.

The Engineer’s estimate for this project is between $500,000 
and $1,000,000.

The Project consists of removal and salvaging of existing 
polyethylene pipe culvert and installation of precast box 
culvert and foundations and wingwalls, and reconstruction of 
roadway and approaches.

The bidding documents may be viewed at the website of 
hoyletanner.com and clicking the bid portal tab in the upper 
right.

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
ORDINANCE AMENDMENT

At the Town of Springfield Annual Town and Town School 
District Meeting being held Tuesday, March 3, 2026, the legal 
voters will consider a petitioned article to amend the Code 
of Ordinances, Chapter 12, Section 12-126, Discharge of 
Firearms Restricted, paragraph (b) by adding the following 
sentence at the end of paragraph (b): “No person shall 
discharge a firearm in the area designated as Hartness Park.”

WALPOLE, N.H. – Eliza-
beth J. Brady passed away 
at 90 years old, on Jan. 18, 
2026, at the Keene Center 
(Genesis) in Keene, N.H. 
The only child of Timothy 
and Elizabeth (Gallagher) 
Leahy, she was born on 
Oct. 2, 1935. She married 
Gerald Brady on April 11, 
1959, at St. Peter’s Church 
in North Walpole.
  Elizabeth is survived by 

four of her five children: 
Ann and husband Steve 
Corey Sr., of Drewsville; 
Timmy and partner Denise 
(Gale), of Walpole; Gerry 
and wife Diane, of Shel-
burne, Vt.; and Tommy and 
wife Heather, of North Wal-
pole. She is also survived by 
her son-in-law Mike Snide, 
of Walpole, Her husband 
Gerald and daughter Betty 
Snide predeceased her.
  Affectionately known 

as “Nanny,” she is also 
survived by her 11 grand-
children Elizabeth Galvis-
Snide, Carolyn Edson, Mi-
chael Snide, Bridget Rolfs, 
Steven Corey Jr., Joseph 
Corey, Erin Brady, Brian 
Brady, James Brady, Ben-
jamin Brady, and Elissa 
Brady. She also was blessed 
to have a stepgrandson, 
Brenden O’Brien.
  She always said having 

grandchildren was a bless-
ing, but she was able to 
enjoy the gift of 12 great-
grandchildren: Eliza Ward; 
Troy, Liam, and Seth Ed-
son; Madelyn and Aidan 
Snide; Hadley, Brady, and 
Weston Corey; Asher and 
Myles Rolfs; and Bryson 
Corey.
  Elizabeth worked for the 

Fall Mountain School Dis-
trict, in the food service 
department, for 27 years at 
the high school, where she 
made many lifelong friend-
ships with both staff and 
students.
  She was always inviting 

people to have tea with 
her, and could be found up 
very early during hunting 

season to make sure all of 
the guys had breakfast be-
fore they left for a long day 
of hunting on Fall Moun-
tain or wherever else they 
were headed. She made 
sure everyone was well fed, 
and nobody could make 
mashed potato the way 
Nanny did.
  Elizabeth had some very 

special friends, whom she 
enjoyed visiting or chatting 
with: Rachel, Josanna, Kar-
leen, Lynette, Amy, Linda, 
Heather, Joanne, Rose, 
Nancy, and Maryagnes, to 
name a few. Also, her hon-
orary fourth son Dennis 
Wright.
  While at Keene Center, 

she made many new friend-
ships with both staff and 
residents. We would like 
to thank resident friends 
Sharin, Shirley, Steve, and 
the staff for being there and 
caring about her while she 
was there.
  There will be calling 

hours on Friday, Feb. 6, 
from 4-6 p.m., at Fenton 
and Hennessey Funeral 
Home in Bellows Falls, Vt., 
with a funeral Mass to be 
held on the following day, 
Feb. 7, at 11 a.m., at St. Pe-
ter’s Church in North Wal-
pole, N.H. Burial will be in 
the spring.
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, 
Vt.

Elizabeth Brady, 1935-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

N. WALPOLE, N.H. –
James Robert “Jim”/
“Jimmy” Storey, 78, passed 
away peacefully on Jan. 
19, 2026, at his home in 
North Walpole, N.H. Born 
on July 4, 1947, in Stone-
ham, Mass., James lived a 
full and vibrant life marked 
by service, humor, and 
deep connections to those 
around him.
  James proudly served 

his country in the United 
States Navy, with the rank 
of FN. After serving his 
country, James worked for 
Bucci and Sons Cutlery un-
til his retirement.
  He is survived by his 

devoted wife Linda Storey 
(Spaulding). James also 
leaves behind his brother 
Thomas Andrew Storey 
and sister Sylvia Ann Fish-
wick. Over the years, James 
embraced a large chosen 
family of children, nieces, 
nephews, and many grand-
children and great-grand-
children whom he loved 
dearly, and who brought 
great happiness into his 
life.
  James was predeceased 

by his parents Robert Sto-
rey and Isabella Storey 
(Landry), whose memory 
he carried with him always.
  Those who knew James 

will remember him for his 
quick wit and infectious 
sense of humor. He had an 
uncanny ability to bring 
laughter into any room. 
A passionate football fan, 
James rarely missed a 
game. James was an avid 
rider, who found freedom 
on snowmobiles and mo-
torcycles. Many of his most 
cherished moments were 

spent cruising scenic roads 
with his beloved dog Bud-
dy riding alongside him.
  In recent times, James 

was able to remain home 
thanks to the support of 
loved ones who surround-
ed him with compassion 
and care during his final 
days. Their efforts allowed 
him to experience peace 
and comfort in familiar 
surroundings filled with 
love.
  May the memory of 

James Robert Storey bring 
comfort to all who knew 
him, and continue to in-
spire laughter, loyalty, and 
love in their hearts.
  A celebration of his re-

markable life will be held at 
Charlestown Town Hall in 
Charlestown, N.H., on Feb. 
22, at 1 p.m.
  To honor James’ love of 

his country, please consider 
a donation to the Wounded 
Warrior Project in James’ 
memory, in lieu of flowers.
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, 
Vt.

James Storey, 1947-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Do-
ris G. Strong, 93, died on 
Tuesday, Jan. 20, 2026. She 
was born on Feb. 7, 1932, to 
Sherman and Florence Go-
odrich.
  She married Rodney 

Strong on Sept. 9, 1950, 
and raised six children as a 
homemaker. Later in life she 
worked on Okemo Moun-
tain as the crew boss.
  Doris had a love for fam-

ily, and enjoyed snowmobil-
ing and camping with family. 
She also enjoyed vacationing 
in Maine to satisfy her love of 
lighthouses.
  She is survived by her three 

sons Scott Strong, of Spring-
field, Vt., Rich (Joanne) 
Strong, of Springfield, Vt., 
and James Strong, of Proc-
torsville, Vt.; her daughter-
in-law Sue Strong, of Ludlow, 
Vt.; and many grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren, 
nieces, and nephews.
  Doris is predeceased by 

her husband; her parents; 
her siblings Donald, Zeb, 
and Vera “Sis” Blanchard; 
her daughters Shirley Beau-

chain and Dolores Lombard, 
and her son Randy Strong.
  A graveside service will be 

held at a later date.
  Memorial contributions 

can be made to the Spring-
field Health and Rehab in 
Springfield, Vt., or to the 
charity of your choice.
  The Strong family would 

like to thank Springfield 
Health and Rehab for their 
great care of our beloved 
mother.
  Davis Memorial Chapel in 

Springfield, Vt., is assisting 
with the arrangements.

Doris Strong, 1932-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WEATHERSFIELD, Vt. –
Cristina Guiu Wood, 77, 
passed away on Monday, 
Jan. 12, 2026, from can-
cer. She died at her home 
in Weathersfield, Vt., sur-
rounded by family and 
friends, and was buried, 
as she wished, on the farm 
where she had lived for 
much of her life.
  The middle of three sis-

ters, Tina was born on Feb. 
22, 1948, in Greenfield, 
Mass., to Rafael and Eliza-
beth (Bray) Guiu. She came 
to Weathersfield, Vt., in 
1970, after graduating with 
a degree in music from Ben-
nington College. As a child, 
she had always wanted to 
live on a farm, and that 
childhood dream became a 
reality when, at the height 
of the Vermont Back to the 
Land movement, she and 
her husband Willis took 
over the family farm that 
had been in his family since 
the late 1700s. Here they 
stayed for the next 55 years, 
raising two children, Joshua 
and Marina, continuing and 
expanding the farm’s cider 
and maple business, while 
also raising cows, sheep, 
and chickens. She was a 
wonderful gardener, spend-
ing countless hours raising 
vegetables and tending the 
beautiful flower gardens 
that surrounded her house. 
She reveled in the fact that, 
in maybe 25 years of hard 
work, she managed to turn a 
patch of Japanese knotweed 
into a thriving vegetable 
garden, but never managed 
to conquer the encroaching 
gout weed. She was a won-
derful cook and entertainer, 
easily turning a lunch from 
two to 20 when friends, 
grandkids, or a sweaty hay 
crew showed up.
  Tina enjoyed traveling, 

including trips to Cuba 
(her father’s birthplace) and 
Guatemala, where her son 
and daughter-in-law lived 
for many years. One memo-
rable trip was walking the 
entire Camino de Santiago, 
a 500-mile pilgrimage trail 

running from France to 
Santiago, Spain.
  Music was always central 

to her life. She spent many 
years teaching piano to both 
children and adults, she 
sang in many local choirs, 
and she played piano and 
organ at the Weathersfield 
Center Church for more 
than 40 years, as well as at 
other local churches. Some 
20 years ago, Tina and her 
friend Julie Levy started and 
led Clear Springs, a hospice 
choir, where she shared her 
love of music with sick and 
dying patients at homes and 
assisted living centers. After 
years singing to others on 
their death beds, her choir 
sang to and with Tina as she 
became sicker, and even up 
to the moment of her death. 
She was a lifelong believer 
in the spiritual teachings of 
Emanuel Swedenborg, and 
attended every summer for 
almost all of her 77 years a 
Swedenborgian retreat at 
the Fryeburg New Church 
Assembly in Maine.
  Tina is survived by Wil-

lis, her husband of 55 years; 
her son and daughter-in-law 
Josh and Gabriella Wood; 
her daughter and son-in-law 
Marina Wood-McNaughton 
and Nathan McNaughton; 
and grandchildren Zed, 
Myra, Ada, and Rose. She 
was predeceased by her sis-
ter Cecilia (Guiu) Searle, 
and survived by her sister 
Gloria (Guiu) Costello, as 
well as nieces and nephews. 
The family plans a celebra-
tion of her life in the spring.

Cristina Wood, 1948-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. – Daniel K. VanAmberg, be-
loved husband of Regina, passed away peacefully on Jan. 
22, 2026, at St. Vincent Medical in Bridgeport, Conn. Full 
obituary to follow at a later date.

Springfield Annual Report Notice of Availability
Notice is hereby given that the Annual Report containing the 
Town Auditor’s Report for fiscal year ending June 30, 2025 will 
be available February 21, 2026 and may be picked up at the 
Springfield Town Clerk’s Office at 96 Main Street, M-F 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. or at the Springfield Town Library at 43 Main Street, 
M-F 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
The Annual Report containing the Town Auditor’s Report will be 
available on the Town’s website https://springfieldvt.gov.  Upon 
request, the Auditor’s Report shall be mailed. The Town School 
District Report will be available on the School District website 
https://www.ssdvt.org.  Barbara A. Courchesne Town Clerk, 
CVC (802) 885-2104 tonwnclerk@springfieldvt.gov.
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calendar LEGAL NOTICES

TOWN OF CHESTER
NOTICE OF HEARING FOR BOUNDARY 

LINE ADJUSTMENT

RDVT Properties has applied for a Boundary Line 
Adjustment between properties located at 37 Cary Road 
and 159 Cary Road in the Town of Chester. The proposed 
Boundary Line Adjustment will reduce the land at 37 Cary 
Road by 1.49 acres and increase the land at 159 Cary Road by 
1.49 acres. No new parcel will be created.

The Town of Chester Development Review Board will meet 
at 159 Cary Road at 5:00 PM on Monday, February 23, 
2026, to conduct a site visit, and will hold a hearing on this 
application at 6:00 PM on Monday, February 23, 2026, at the 
Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester. A copy of 
the application and additional information may be obtained 
from the Zoning Administrator. Participation in this hearing 
in person, via Zoom videoconference, or in writing is a 
prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent appeal.

A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom 
videoconference may be found on the Town of Chester
website home page at www.chestervt.gov.

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 23rd day of January 2026.

Hugh Quinn
Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
zoning@chestervt.gov

TOWN OF CHESTER
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

The Town of Chester is seeking qualified candidates for the 
position of Director of Finance.  The Director of Finance 
oversees and manages the financial and accounting functions 
of the Town of Chester. This role safeguards the Town assets 
and ensures compliance with GAAP and GASB.  The Director 
provides financial analysis to support the Town Manager and 
Selectboard goals, manages cash flow reporting, and leads 
the supervision and performance of a small Finance team. In 
addition, this position partners with the Town Manager and 
department managers to ensure accurate and timely reporting 
and operational support. The Director of Finance should 
expect to be hands-on in daily operations.   

Applicants must possess strong financial acumen and 
knowledge of governments and governmental accounting.  
Technical expertise in general ledger, accounts payable, 
accounts receivable, and payroll is required, as well as 
knowledge of taxation, Department of Labor regulations, 
insurance, and employee benefits. Applicant must also possess 
strong analytical, judgment, and decision-making skills.

This position is a full-time position with modified remote 
work options available.  

Qualification requirements include a Bachelor’s Degree in 
a relevant field (or comparable years of service) with 3-5 
years of experience in Government accounting, preferably in 
Vermont.  Salary range is $80,000 to $90,000 per year based 
on qualifications in addition to a comprehensive benefits 
package.  

Please submit Letter of Interest and Resume to the Chester 
Town Manager’s Office, julie.hance@chestervt.gov or mail to 
556 Elm Street, P.O. Box 370, Chester, Vt, 05143.

Town and Village of Ludlow
Public Hearing #1 Notice

Proposed Plan of Merger of the Town and Village of Ludlow, Vermont
Thursday February 12th, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. (Town of Ludlow)
Tuesday February 17th, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.  (Village of Ludlow)

Hybrid Meetings – Heald Auditorium/Zoom

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §1484, notice is hereby given of a public hearing by the Town of 
Ludlow’s Board of Selectman and Village Trustees to hear comments regarding a proposed 
plan of merger of the Town and Village of Ludlow, Vermont. Approval of the plan will result 
in charter changes in both the Town and Village.

The public hearings will take place on Thursday, February 12th for the Town of Ludlow and 
Tuesday, February 17th for the Village of Ludlow. Meetings will begin at 6:00 p.m. You may 
attend the Public Hearings in-person at the following location/address:
 Ludlow Town Hall
 37 Depot Street
 Ludlow, VT    05149

Or virtually on Zoom using the following links or Meeting IDs/Passcode:
Select Board Public Hearing- Proposed Merger Plan    
Meeting ID# 982 7571 0032  Passcode: 327480

Village Trustees Public Hearing - Proposed Merger Plan 
Meeting ID# 949 1802 1794  Passcode: 533752

Purpose of the Hearings: The purpose of each hearing is to take public comments regarding 
the proposed Plan of Merger of the Town and Village of Ludlow. Written comments may also 
be submitted, via email, to Ludlow’s Town/Village Manager, Penny K. Wu. Her email address 
is: pwu@ludlow.vt.us

Summary of the Plan of Merger for the Town and Village of Ludlow and Charter Changes: 
The Plan of Merger (“Plan”) proposes that the Village of Ludlow merge into the Town of 
Ludlow, with the Town of Ludlow as the sole surviving municipal corporation. It establishes 
the name of the Town (Ludlow) and declares that all the former Village property, including 
that associated with the Electric Light Department and Sewer Plant, are transferred to the 
Town. The Town will assume all the former Village’s debts and will perform all the former 
Village’s duties and obligations owed to third parties. The Plan repeals the charters of both the 
Town and the Village and replaces them with the substance of the Plan as the charter for the 
Town. The Plan names the officers of the Town and their manner of election or appointment, 
the form of governance, the powers of the Selectboard, the establishment and organization 
of the Water and Sewer Board, the governance and operation of the Electric Department 
and authority of its Board, transitional provisions, and other matters related to the proposed 
merger and legal operation of the Town thereafter.

Materials Available: The proposed plan of merger and resulting charter changes, and 
supporting documentation are available on our online website, https://www.ludlow.vt.us  An 
official copy of the plan of merger and charter changes is on file for public inspection in the 
Town Clerk’s office in the Ludlow Town Hall located at 37 Depot Street, Ludlow, VT   05149. 
Copies thereof will be made available to members of the public upon request.

JAN. 31 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
snow may be flying, but the 
Springfield Farmers Market 
is open for business. Join 
us on Saturday, Jan. 31, 
for the first of four indoor 
markets held from 10 
a.m. – 1 p.m., at the United 
Methodist Church, 10 
Valley Street, Springfield, 
Vt. Our usual vendors will 
be there, offering natural 
meats, artisan breads, 
free-range eggs, hand-
crafted gifts, old-fashioned 
doughnuts, authentic batik 
clothing and accessories, 
honey, fabric arts, beeswax 
candles, jams, jellies, 
pickles, relishes, and a 

full selection of locally 
produced maple products. 
For more information, 
contact sfog@vermontel.net.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
The Tri Town Collectors 
Club will start its summer 
seasonal shows featuring 
comic books, coins, paper 
money, vintage and modern 
sports cards, Pokémon, 
postcards, and other 
collectibles on Saturday, 
Jan. 31, at the Charlestown 
Senior Center, 223 Old 
Springfield Road. This 
daylong series of hobby 
activities is packed with 
fun for the whole family. 
Besides the usual offerings, 

there will be a special 
quiz for collectors. There 
is no admission charge. 
Anyone wishing to set up 
to sell their material may 
do so by contacting Joe 
Fuller at 802-379-2353 or 
pepsijoseph@yahoo.com.

FEB. 3 –
PUTNEY, Vt. – The Putney 
Public Library, Third Act 
Windham, and Windsor 
Beyond Plastics invite you to 
the launch of the community 
read of “The Problem 
With Plastic,” a powerful 
investigation into plastic’s 
impact on human health 
and the environment, and 
how we can fight back, 
featuring guest speakers 
Christina Dubin, of Beyond 
Plastics; and Eileen Ryan, 
founder of Beyond Plastics 
Boston. The community read 
will be held on Tuesday, 
Feb. 3, at 6:30 p.m., at the 
Putney Public Library, 55 
Main Street. In the event of 
inclement weather, the event 
will be held on Feb. 10.

FEB. 6 –
CLAREMONT, N.H. – 
The Claremont Senior 
Center, 5 Acer Heights, 
will host fundraiser bingo 
on Friday, Feb. 6. Doors 
open at 4:30 p.m., and 
the games begin at 6 

p.m. Open to the public, 
must be 18 years old or 
older to play. Concessions 
will be available through 
intermission. If you are 
interested in helping with 
future events, please call 
Cheryl at 603-543-5998.

FEB. 14 – 
LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
The Tri-Mountain Lions 
Club of Londonderry, 
Vt., invites everyone to a 
Valentine’s Day celebration 
on Saturday, Feb. 14, 
from 1-3 p.m., at the 
offices of Neighborhood 
Connections, 5700 Route 
100 in Londonderry. 
Bring your friends, your 
mom, your daughter, or 
your grandmother for 
a traditional tea. There 
will be tea and cookies, 
conversation, camaraderie, 
and fellowship. For more 
information or to RSVP, 
please call Neighborhood 
Connections at 802-824-
4343 to reserve a spot.

CLAREMONT, N.H. – On 
Saturday, Feb. 14, the 
Claremont Senior Center, 
5 Acer Heights, will hod a 
Valentine’s Day dance and 
social evening from 6-9 
p.m. Bring your family and 
friends to hear the music 
of The Flames. This event is 

free and open to the public. 
Hors d’oeuvres and punch 
will be served.

SUNDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the first and third Sunday 
of every month, downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls, from 
8-10 a.m. All you can eat 
for a minimal cost.

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – The 
Perkinsville Community 
Church, 35 Church Street 
in Perkinsville, Vt., will be 
hosting live music every 
first Sunday, from 4-5:30 
p.m. This is a free event, 
but donations will be 
accepted each month to 
go towards local charities. 
Please keep an eye out 
for upcoming shows, 
they will be posted each 
month on our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.
com/PerkinsvilleChurch. 
Any questions, or to be 
added to our mailing list, 
please send an email to 
churchperkinsville@gmail.
com.

MONDAYS –
CLAREMONT, N.H. – 
Women’s pool games are 

played every Monday, from 
9 a.m. – 12 p.m., at the 
Claremont Senior Center, 5 
Acer Heights. Come be a 
part of this fun activity with 
likeminded women. For 
more information, call 603-
543-5998.

TUESDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Tuesday, from 10-11 
a.m. Classes will be held in 
the First Universalist Parish 
of Chester community 
room. Classes are free and 
open to all. Drop-in class, 
no registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara at 
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – A gentle 
yoga flow class with 
strength building with 
bands and body to 
reconnect to your center, 
build strength, and invite 
ease into your body 
and mind will be held 
Wednesdays, from 10-11 
a.m., at the Black River 
Valley Senior Center, 10 
High Street. All levels 
welcome. Mats and blocks 
available. Contact Lori 
Wright at loriwright163@
gmail.com or 603-401-
8123 to register, or with 
any questions.

THURSDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – The Black 
River Memory Cafe is held 
on the first Thursday of 
each month, at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, 313 
Main Street, from 11 a.m. – 
1 p.m. The memory cafe 
is free to attend, snacks 
included, and offers a safe 
and comfortable space 
where caregivers and 
their loved ones living with 
dementia or Alzheimer’s 
can socialize, listen to 
music, play games, and 
enjoy other appropriate 
activities. For questions, 
please call 802-885-
2669 or 866-673-8376, 
or email memorycafe@
seniorsolutionsvt.org.

TYSON, Vt. – The Tyson 
Ladies Aid Library 
Association meets the first 
Thursday of each month, 
typically at the Tyson 
Library. Lunch is served at 
11:30 a.m. and meetings 
start at noon. New potential 
members are always 
welcome. Please call Janine 
Norman at 802-228-8764 
for more information or to 
verify meeting location.

FRIDAYS –
CLAREMONT, N.H. – On 
Fridays, between Feb. 
6 and April 10, AARP 
volunteers will be preparing 
taxes for seniors, for free, 
at the Claremont Senior 
Center, 5 Acer Heights. 
You must call Audrey at 
802-345-5415 to schedule 
an appointment (please do 
not call the senior center 
directly).
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classifiedsLEGAL NOTICES

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$175 for 13 Weeks • $275 for 26 Weeks • $425 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM
Community Art Center offering Workshops, Equipped Studios, 
Camps, and More

611 Rt.103S, Ludlow, VT 802-228-8770

www.CreateTogetherVT.org
(12/9/26 - 52)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  VT    802-885-7111   galleryvault.org
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5
Richard Emery Paintings Retrospective until 1/31

First Friday 2/6 open till 8

Student Arts & Chocolate Hearts 2/7 12-4 (free)

Workshops galleryvault.org/workshops
Beginner Pysanky with Shannon Wallis  3/14 1-4:30 
Watercolor Skills with Kim Eng Yeo  3/21 & 28 10-12 
Dot Mandala Workshop with Antje Ruppert  3/28 2-4 p.m.
Turkish Map Fold Book with Deborah Stuart  4/18 11:30-1:30
(04/15/26 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. 
Framing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hard-
wood flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered 
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in 
Proctorsville. 802-558-5267. 
(02/11/26 - 13)

ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Booking for winter 2025 and spring 2026 projects. Offer carpentry, 
remodeling, interior & exterior painting, window & door replace-
ments, vinyl siding washing, pressure washing, drywall repairs, and 
odd jobs. Call 802-591-0019 or email billr2808@gmail.com. Caven-
dish, Vt. 
(05/06/26 - 26)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(02/25/26 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/28/26 - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(02/18/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(04/08/26 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(03/18/26 - 13)

January 28, 2026

BUYING/SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
$$, Vintage Sports Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at 
antique centers in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

COINS, COIMIC BOOKS, POKÉ-
MON, SPORTS CARDS, POST-
CARDS, and other collectibles. 
Saturday, Jan. 31 at Charlestown, 
NH Senior Center, and Saturday, 
Feb. 14 at Brattleboro Holiday 
Inn. 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. Contact 
802-379-2353 or pepsijoseph@
yahoo.com. 

CLEAN OUTS + 
MORE
EZ-Dump Enterprises has a 
15-yard dump trailer available. 
We’re also here for heating 
equipment, appliance removal, 

home/storage unit clean outs, 
stump grinding, and refinishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfield, Vt. area. Call/text 
802-376-1168 or email ezdump.
bl@gmail.com. 

SNOW PLOWING
LUDLOW, Vt. – Snowplowing and 
sanding, Ludlow area, residential 

only. Reasonable rates. Contact 
SK Logging at 802-384-0313. 

TRIP
Atlantic City Bus Trip, April 19-
21, 2026. For more information, 
Call Simone at 802-463-3573 or 
802-463-3992. Leave message if 
no answer.

Town of Grafton, Vermont
117 Main Street, P.O. Box 180, Grafton, VT 05146

Invitation to Bid
The Town of Grafton is seeking sealed proposals for tree 
cutting along a retaining wall project located on Eastman Road, 
Grafton, VT, TH 20. 

Bids are due in the Town Administrator’s office (117 Main Street, 
Grafton, VT 05146) no later than February 2, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. 

For the full invitation to bid, please contact Morgan Wilbur, 
Town Administrator, at townadmin@graftonvt.org or 802-843-
2552. 
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arts & entertainment

Winter Hours:
Daily from 9-5:30

Beaver Pond Farm
1047 John Stark Hwy, 

Newport, NH
603-543-1107 

Our own beef, 
maple, jams, 

and pies 

Lots of local 
foods: pork, 
milk, cheese, 
honey, and 

more

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use 
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT 
AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or 
use of cannabis may carry signi� cant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law. 
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The e� ects of edible cannabis may be 
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience 
harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the 
in� uence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.

7 Pineview Drive, Chester • 802-875-WEED
DownToTheRootsVT.com • ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

Our cannabis is stored for freshness in dewpoint and 
temperature controlled Cannatrol® systems.

Shop with Us for your Special Someone!

Valentine’s Day 2/14 “Sweet Deals”
Buy 1 Box of THC Infused Chocolates, 

Cookies, Brownies, Gummies, or Ta�  es, 
Get 2nd of the same product for 20% O� !

Create a Custom Gift Bag/Gift 
Certi� cate for your Sweetheart

Ask our budtenders for a more 
personalized present

Pick Up a Fresh-Cut Flower Bouquet
CHM Flower Shop pop-up in our store!

FRI 2/13 & SAT 2/14
Check our website for pop-up � orist hours

Super Savings: Presidents’ Birthday Week
MON 2/16 - SUN 2/22

For every $100 spent, Get $15 O� !

Everyday Savings: 10-20% Discounts
Veterans • Seniors • Medical Card Holders 
VT & NH Residents • OKEMO Employees 

OKEMO Valley Region Chamber of Commerce 
Members & their Employees   

        
*Check our website for details*

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
West River Coffee Barn, 
Londonderry’s newest 
destination for coffee and 
community, is excited to 
welcome Karol Allen to “Art 
at the Barn,” a rotating art 
series celebrating local cre-
ativity. An opening recep-
tion will be held for Allen 
and her work on Thursday, 
Jan. 29, from 5:30-7 p.m., at 
the coffee shop, located in 
the heart of Londonderry.
  “We want West River 

Coffee Barn to be a place 
that celebrates and show-
cases the incredible talent 
in our community,” said 
owner Kristin Nelson. Al-
len’s exhibit includes a mix 
of watercolor and pastels 

from Vermont, including 
Lowell Lake, Bromley 
Mountain, and the Lon-
donderry Mill Pond.
  Each featured art-

ist will have their work 
displayed on the Coffee 
Barn’s gallery wall for up 
to two months, with all 
pieces available for pur-
chase. Local artists in-
terested in participating 
can apply by completing 
an application found on 
the Coffee Barn’s website, 
www.wrcbvt.com.
  The Coffee Barn in-

vites all residents, artists, 
and neighbors to join 
the launch event. Light 
refreshments will be 
served.

Art at the Barn
BELLOWS FALLS, 

Vt. – On Thursdays in 
February, at 6 p.m., at 33 
Bridge Street in Bellows 
Falls, Stage 33 Live and 
WOOL FM will screen a 
series of classic films new-
ly entered into the public 
domain. There is a small 
suggested donation at the 
door.
  Feb. 5: “King of Jazz” 

and “Oswald the Lucky 
Rabbit” shorts – A pair of 
cartoons, the first  starring 
Oswald the Lucky Rab-
bit, precursor to Mickey 
Mouse, followed by “King 
of Jazz,” a lavish series of 
musical numbers, com-
edy sketches, and visual 
set pieces showcasing the 

possibilities of sound cinema 
and color filmmaking at the 
dawn of the 1930s. The run-
time is 1 hour 57 minutes, 
with a brief intermission.
  Feb. 12: “All Quiet on the 

Western Front” – A German 
youth eagerly enters World 
War I, but his enthusiasm 
wanes as he gets a firsthand 
view of the horror. In 1990, 
the film was selected and 
preserved by the United 
States Library of Congress’ 
National Film Registry, be-
ing deemed “culturally, his-
torically, or aesthetically 
significant.” The runtime is 
2 hours 14 minutes, with a 
brief intermission.
  Feb. 19: “Hell’s Angels” – 

With the onset of World War 

I, two British brothers re-
cruited into the Royal Flying 
Corps find their bond tested 
by their differing attitudes 
toward the war and their love 
for the same woman. The 
product of a notoriously long 
and dangerous production 
that resulted in the deaths 
of multiple crew members, 
“Hell’s Angels” broke new 
technical ground, making 
use of early sound and color 
technologies. The runtime is 
2 hours 13 minutes, with a 
brief intermission.
  Feb. 26: “Animal Crackers” 

and “Soup to Nuts” double 
feature – Based on the Marx 
brothers’ 1928 stage musical, 
“Animal Crackers” is set at 
a Long Island society party 

honoring eccentric African 
explorer Captain Jeffrey T. 
Spaulding (Groucho Marx). 
The film serves as a ve-
hicle for the Marx brothers’ 
comedy and absurdist rou-
tines, with a minimal plot 
loosely structured around 
the theft of a valuable paint-
ing. In “Soup to Nuts,” Mr. 
Schmidt’s costume store is 
bankrupt because he spends 
his time on Rube Goldberg-
style inventions. His credi-
tors send a young manager, 
who falls for Schmidt’s niece 
Louise. Things come to a 
slapstick head when Louise 
needs rescuing from a fire. 
The runtime is 2 hours 50 
minutes, with a brief inter-
mission.

Screenings of 1930s films

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Saturday, Feb. 7, from 2-4 
p.m., Gallery at the VAULT 
will host “Chocolate Hearts 
and Student Arts.”
  Join us to enjoy home-

made chocolate treats of 
the season as we celebrate 
student artists in VAULT’s 
annual student art show. 
Springfield’s artists through 
high school age are repre-
sented, and we thank their 

art teachers. You can do 
some creating of your own 
by making valentines, as 
well as learning how to stitch 
and decorate valentines 
of felt with Corky Bond. 
Shop for your valentine, or 
treat yourself from our gal-
lery stocked with beautiful 
handmade crafts and fine 
art. Take a chance on our 
Arts Inspire Raffle. Find 
out about upcoming work-

shops. Your donation will 
help Gallery at the VAULT 
continue its mission as our 
community arts center, and 
is much appreciated.
  Gallery at the VAULT is 

located at 68 Main Street, 
Springfield, Vt., and is open 
Wednesday–Saturday, from 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. On Friday, 
Feb. 6, the gallery will be 
open until 8 p.m. as part of 
First Friday. For more in-

CAVENDISH, Vt. – Let-
ter writing in the Revolu-
tionary War time period 
was not only a way to stay 
in touch with friends and 
family, write a valentine, or 
conduct business, but it was 
critical to spying and win-
ning the war. Using codes, 
ciphers, and various “letter 
locking” techniques, mes-
sages were continually be-
ing sent by both Patriots 
and Loyalists.
  On Saturday, Feb. 7, at 

1:30 p.m., at the Cavendish 
Library, 573 Main Street in 
Proctorsville, CHS will be 
hosting a workshop where 
participants will learn 
about the role of letter writ-
ing in the 18th century, and 
have a chance to write a 
valentine using a quill pen, 
try various types of letter 
locking, and seal it with 
wax. This workshop is free 
and open to the public. It is 
recommended for those 12 
and older.
  In the event the work-

shop must be changed due 
to weather, information will 
be posted to www.facebook.
com/cavendishvt on Feb. 7, 
by 10 a.m. For more infor-
mation, call 802-226-7807, 
or email margocaulfield@
icloud.com.

18th-
century 
valentines

formation, visit www.gal-
leryvault.org.

VAULT hosts student art show

A student portrait on view.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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