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V'Tel donates to Turning
Point Recovery Center —

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Vermont Telephone Com-
pany (VTel) recently pre-
sented a $2,500 donation
to Turning Point Recovery
Center as part of its Round
Up for Change community
giving program. The check
was presented on Jan. 7, fol-
lowing the close of the 2025
program year.

Each year, VTel selects a
nonprofit organization to
participate in Round Up for
Change, and for the 2025
program period, Turning
Point Recovery Center was
chosen as the recipient. The
program, which launched
in 2024, allows VTel cus-
tomers to voluntarily round
up their monthly bill to the
nearest whole dollar, with
100% of the rounded con-
tributions donated directly
to the selected organization.
Customers can enroll or
modify their participation
at any time by visiting www.
vermontel.com/roundup,
or by contacting VTel cus-
tomer service.

During the 2025 pro-
gram period, participating
customers raised a total of
$845.34 through voluntary
monthly roundups. Follow-
ing the program’s annual
conclusion this year, VTel
doubled the customer-
raised amount, bringing the
total donation to an even
$2,500.

Turning Point Recovery
Center supports individuals
and families affected by sub-

Springtfield Rotary Club hears from VRmont Studios

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Members of the Springfield
Rotary Club welcomed
Josie Michaud, operations
manager for VRmont Stu-
dios, located at 23-25 Main
Street in Springfield, as the
featured speaker at a recent
weekly meeting, where she
shared an inside look at
Vermonts growing media
and innovation ecosystem.
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VTel presents a donation to Turning Point Recovery Center.

stance use disorder by pro-
viding a safe, substance-free
environment focused on re-
covery and connection. The
organization offers peer-led
recovery support, recovery
coaching, wellness activi-
ties, and community-based
resources, embracing mul-
tiple pathways to recovery
while strengthening the
emotional and social well-
being of those it serves.

“Round Up for Change
is made possible by our
customers and their com-
mitment to giving back lo-
cally” said Andrea Spaans,
marketing manager at VTel.
“Their participation helps
support nonprofit organiza-
tions doing important work
in our communities, and
were grateful to have been
able to contribute alongside
them to help make an even
greater impact”

Michaud spoke about VR-
mont Studios, a program of
the Black River Innovation
Campus in Springfield,
which provides profession-
al video, audio, and digital
media services, while also
serving as a training and
workforce  development
initiative. Through hands-
on learning and real-world
projects, VRmont Studios

PHOTO PROVIDED

Looking ahead, VTel
has  selected  Meals
and Wheels of Greater
Springfield as the Round
Up for Change recipi-
ent for 2026. Meals and
Wheels supports older
adults and homebound
neighbors  throughout
the region by helping en-
sure access to nutritious
meals, regular wellness
checks, and continued
independence. The orga-
nization plays a vital role
in reducing isolation and
supporting the health
and wellbeing of com-
munity members who
may otherwise lack reli-
able daily support.

More information
about Round Up for
Change, including how
to participate, is available
at www.vermontel.com/
roundup.

helps participants develop
technical skills, confidence,
and pathways to employ-
ment in the creative and
digital economy.

During her presentation,
Michaud outlined the wide
range of projects VRmont
Studios undertakes, in-
cluding video production,
livestreaming, ~ podcasts,
promotional content, and
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Springtield projects slight

budget increase

BY PAULA BENSON

The Vermont Journal

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
The  Springfield  Se-
lectboard held a public
hearing for the purpose
of budget review for the
2026-2027 fiscal year.

New Springfield town
manager Scott Pickup
seemed to hit the ground
running, as he presented
the overview of the bud-
get. Pickup acknowl-
edged there had been
quite a bit of work done
by finance director Cathy
Sohngen, former town
manager Jeff Mobus,
and the budget advisory
committee (BAC) prior
to his coming on board
the previous week.

Selectboard  Vice
Chair Michael Mar-
tin reminded everyone
that “the original bud-
get presented by staff
was $17,455,000. The
prior year’s budget was
$15,872,000” Martin
said the board had tasked
the BAC with reducing
the proposed budget to
reflect an increase of no
more than 5%, “which
they successfully did”

Additionally, Mar-
tin said, “The Town of
Springfield is blessed
with a fund balance in
excess of its costs, so we
have at our disposal up
to $200,000 that we can
use to offset next year’s
costs” This, Martin ex-

event coverage for nonprof-
its, businesses, and commu-
nity organizations across
the region. She emphasized
that the studio’s mission ex-
tends beyond production
work, to focus on mentor-
ship, accessibility, and ex-
panding opportunities for
individuals who may face
barriers to traditional em-
ployment.
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plained, would reduce the
spending increase to about
3%.

Martin reported that,
based on budget projec-
tions, they expect an 8%
increase in revenue.

There were no questions
or concerns presented by
citizens in attendance.

Board Chair Kristi Mor-
ris moved to adjourn the
public hearing, and, upon
commencement of the reg-
ular selectboard meeting,
the board voted to approve
the budget as presented, at
$16,776,225.

Former selectboard
member Walter Martone
was in attendance, rep-
resenting the Springfield
Historical Society. Several
representatives from Stel-
lafane, including the presi-
dent of the Springfield Tele-
scope Makers Club, Celia
Detrich, joined Martone to
present a proposal for the
creation of a new museum
located in the downtown
area specifically dedicated
to the history of Springfield
and Stellafane. Founded
by Russell W. Porter in the
early 1920s, the Springfield
Telescope Makers Club was
formed after the comple-
tion of a hilltop observa-
tory.

“Between the two of
us,” Martone commented,
“we’ve got a lot of Spring-
field’s history” Martone
then explained that many
artifacts, documents, and
other items of historical sig-

Michaud also highlight-
ed the broader role of the
Black River Innovation
Campus as a community
hub for entrepreneurship,
innovation, and workforce
development. By combin-
ing professional-grade me-
dia production with educa-
tion and support, VRmont
Studios contributes to both
individual career growth

nificance were collected in
multiple storage areas and
not accessible to the public.

The request was for
$25,000 to fund the estab-
lishment of the new muse-
um. Martone told the board
that the societies were
working on a marketing
and business plan to ensure
the museum would eventu-
ally become self-sustaining.

Martone explained that
the joint museum would
“enrich the downtown area,
attract visitors - including
those attending Stellafane’s
annual conference - sup-
port economic develop-
ment, and better preserve
Springtield’s heritage”

The board voted to
amend the previously ap-
proved budget to include
$25,000 for the new appro-
priation. A second vote ap-
proved the revised budget
total of $16,801,225.

Martin reported on the
upcoming meeting sched-
ule of the ordinance com-
mittee as they begin re-
viewing the new land use
planning ordinance. Mar-
tin said the committee is
required to deliver findings
by March 20, but he expects
they will finish before that
date. He encouraged the
public to attend these dis-
cussions.

The Springfield Select-
board meets on the sec-
ond and fourth Monday of
each month, at 6 p.m. The
board’s next meeting will be
Monday, Jan. 26.

and the economic vitality
of the region. To learn more

about VRmont Studios,
visit www.vrmontstudios.
com/about.

The Springfield Rotary
Club meets every Tuesday,
at 12 p.m., at the SAPCC
Workforce Development &
Training Center. For more
information, visit www.
springfieldvtrotary.org.

The deadline for all content is
Friday at 12 p.m. for the following
Wednesday publication.
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The Shopper Edition/The Message of the Week

December Elks BFUHS
Student of the Month

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Bellows Falls Union High
School (BFUHS), in part-
nership with the Bellows
Falls Elks Lodge 1619, is
proud to announce that
Natalie Douglass, daughter
of Kevin and Jaimie Dou-
glass, of Saxtons River, Vt.,
has been selected as the
Elks Student of the Month
for December. This rec-
ognition honors students
who demonstrate strong
academic effort, positive at-
titude, reliable attendance,
and meaningful contribu-
tions to both school and
community life.

Douglass consistently
demonstrates a high level
of academic commitment,
and takes great pride in pro-
ducing thoughtful, original
work. She challenges her-
self in rigorous coursework,
contributes insightfully to
classroom discussions, and
is known for bringing cre-
ativity, depth, and maturity
to her academic pursuits.
Her reliable attendance and
preparedness further reflect
her strong sense of respon-
sibility and commitment
to learning. She is a proud
member of the Jesse A.
Judd/Marilee B. Huntoon
Chapter of the National
Honor Society.

Douglass is widely re-

Natalie Douglass.
PHOTO PROVIDED

spected by both peers and
staff for her positive at-
titude, dependability, and
integrity. She has emerged
as a quiet but influential
leader within the school
community, and is recog-
nized as a student who con-
sistently leads by example.
Beyond the classroom,
Douglass makes outstand-
ing contributions through
extracurricular  involve-
ment and leadership. She is
an exceptional goalie for the
varsity girls soccer team,
where her composure, re-
silience, and leadership
helped guide the program
to its first winning season
in more than 15 years. For
her efforts in goal, Natalie
earned SVL First Team All-
League honors. In addition,
she is an active member
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of the girls tennis team
and student council. Her
longstanding ~ commit-
ment to horseback riding
further highlights her
discipline, perseverance,
and willingness to chal-
lenge herself through
new experiences.
Natalie’s dedication
to animals, leadership,
and responsibility also
extend into her future
plans. Through years of
working at equestrian
facilities, she has devel-
oped a strong work ethic
and a passion for animal
care, earning increasing
responsibility and men-
toring younger students.
She plans to further her
education with concen-
trations in animal sci-
ence and business, con-
tinuing her commitment
to both service and pro-
fessional growth.
Douglass represents
the values of the Elks
Student of the Month
program with distinc-
tion, and Bellows Falls
Union High School and
the Bellows Falls Elks
Lodge are proud to rec-
ognize her for this well-
deserved honor.

Parks Place thanks
volunteers and supporters

BELLOWS FALLS,
Vt. - Parks Place Com-
munity Resource Center
extends its heartfelt grati-
tude to the generous vol-
unteer “elves” and local
businesses who helped
make the holiday season
brighter by purchasing
gifts for children in our
community.  Through
their kindness, donations,
and dedication, hundreds
of children were able
to experience the joy,
warmth, and magic of the
holidays.

These volunteers and
business partners stepped
forward during a busy
time of year to ensure
that families facing hard-
ship could still celebrate
the season with dignity
and hope. Their gener-
osity embodies the true
spirit of the holidays, and
reflects the strength and
compassion of our com-
munity.

“Every gift purchased
and every dollar donated
represents a child feeling
seen, valued, and remem-
bered during the holi-
days,” said Jennifer Jung
Tolaro-Heidbrink,  ex-
ecutive director of Parks

Springtfield Players

auditions

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Springfield Community
Players will hold open audi-
tions for their season opener
“Dinner With Friends,” writ-
ten by Pulitzer Prize winner
Donald Margulies and di-
rected by Matt Munroe.

Auditions will be held on
Monday, Jan. 26, and Fri-
day, Jan. 30, from 5-8 p.m.,
at Black River Innovation
Campus, 60 Park Street in
Springfield. Drop in dur-
ing the time block on either
day to audition. The pro-
duction is casting two men

Southeast Vermont
Transit is hiring a
COMMUNITY DRIVER
COORDINATOR to recruit
and retain per diem
drivers. This position is 25
hours per week year
round based in our
Rockingham Office. This
is not a driver position.
We need a people person
and a team builder.
Hourly wage is $26-28
per hour depending on
related skills and
comparable experience.
Excellent benefits .

We are a GREAT place
to work!

Apply online only at:

N

and two women to play
characters in their 30s to
late 40s.

Munroe, an actor and
filmmaker, is excited to
direct a show that was
a meaningful acting ex-
perience for him during
his company year at The
American Academy of
Dramatic Arts in New
York City 20 years ago.

For details about the
show and the audi-
tion process, visit www.
springfieldplayers.org/
auditions.

moover.com/join-our-team
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Equal Opportunity Employer

Place Community Resource
Center. “Our volunteer elves
and local businesses stepped
up in an extraordinary way,
and we are deeply grateful to
M&T Bank for their gener-
ous support. Together, this
community made it possible
for families facing hardship
to experience joy, dignity,
and hope during the holiday
season.”

A family served through
the holiday gift effort shared,
“The kindness behind this
gift reminded us that were
not alone, and that our com-
munity truly cares”

Parks Place also extends
a sincere thank-you to M&T
Bank, through the M&T
Charitable Foundation, for
a significant financial dona-
tion that supported this hol-
iday gift effort and helped
ensure children and families
were supported during the
holiday season.

“M&T Charitable Foun-
dation is honored to support
Parks Place Community
Resource Center and their
holiday gift program for
children,” said Kathleen L.
Schirling, vice president and
senior regional program
officer at M&T Charitable
Foundation. “This initiative

Dear Editor,

As we turn the page
on the holidays, I want to
thank our customers in
North Springfield for the
patience, kindness, and
support you showed our
local postal service team
during the busiest mail-
ing and shipping season
of the year.

Our carriers, clerks,
and plant teams worked
hard to keep mail and
packages moving for
families, small businesses,
and neighbors who rely
on us. Behind every de-
livery is a local employee
who lives here, shops
here, and cares about get-
ting it right.

ensures that families facing
hardship can still experience
the joy and warmth of the
season, and that every child
feels valued and cared for.
At M&T Bank, we believe
in strengthening the com-
munities we serve by sup-
porting programs that bring
hope and dignity to those
who need it most. Helping
Parks Place fulfill this mis-
sion reflects our commit-
ment to creating brighter
futures and fostering a spirit
of compassion during the
holidays”

The collective support of
volunteers, local businesses,
and community partners
makes it possible for Parks
Place to continue connect-
ing individuals and families
to the resources they need
throughout the year.

As we reflect on this sea-
son of giving, Parks Place
wishes to thank everyone
who helped make the holi-
days meaningful for the
children and families we
serve. We wish our commu-
nity, partners, and support-
ers a safe, healthy, and happy
New Year, and we look for-
ward to continuing this im-
portant work together in the
year ahead.

Now that the holiday rush
is behind us, our focus is
simple: steady, dependable
service every day, along with
continued  improvements
that help us handle today’s
mix of letters and packages
more efficiently.

If you had a great expe-
rience with your local post
office this season, I hope
you'll share it with our team.
And if we missed the mark,
please let us know so we can
keep improving, at www.
usps.com.

Sincerely,

Vickie Barrett

Postmaster, North Spring-
field Post Office

Enrolled Agent
802-885-5340

Hwslin ﬂr’(mw/.f};y Setvices
Springfield, VT
802-885-5340

Tax Filing Preparation
Services
Call to make an
appointment today!

Chelsea Austin

caustin@austinaccountingvt.com
368 River St Suite 115A Springfield
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Ludlow Health Center

new practice director —

LUDLOW, Vt. - North
Star Health is pleased to
announce the appoint-
ment of Rosalind “Roz”
Klezos as the new prac-
tice director of Ludlow
Health Center. Klezos
is experienced in clini-
cal care, operations, and
team leadership, and has
a longstanding commit-
ment to serving patients
in our region.

Klezos brings a broad
and well-rounded
healthcare background
to her role. She began
her career as a respi-
ratory therapist with
Springfield Medical
Care Systems before it
was rebranded as North
Star Health. Klezos later
worked as practice man-
ager of specialties prac-
tices at Mount Ascutney
Hospital, and most re-
cently served as a psy-
chiatric practice manag-
er at Dartmouth Health,
where she led teams and
supported complex clin-
ical operations.

“I am grateful for the
opportunity to return

&

Rosalind Klezos, new prac-
tice director of Ludlow

Health Center.
PHOTO PROVIDED

home to North Star
Health and the Ludlow
community;’ Klezos
said. “I've had the privi-
lege of learning from
exceptional health care
leaders, and I'm excited
to bring that knowledge,
along with my passion
for patient-centered
care, back to the place
that shaped me”

Klezos believes deeply
in providing access to
care for those who need
it most, and finds inspi-
ration in the power of

imagination, moti-
vation, and strategic
transformation that
stand to strengthen
the health of the
Ludlow area.

“We are thrilled to
welcome Klezos to
North Star Health,”
said Joshua R. Du-
fresne, chief execu-
tive officer. “Her
well-rounded expe-
rience, collaborative
spirit, and commit-
ment to patient-cen-
tered care make her
an excellent fit for
the North Star team,
and the obvious
choice to lead Ludlow
Health Center”

In her new role,
Klezos will oversee

daily operations,
support staff devel-
opment, and work

closely with commu-
nity partners to en-
sure Ludlow Health
Center continues
providing accessible,
high-quality care to
families across the
region.

HCRS appoints CEO

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The
board of directors of Health
Care and Rehabilitation Services
(HCRS) announced the appoint-
ment of Anne Bilodeau as the or-
ganization’s next chief executive
officer, effective April 1.

Bilodeau has been with HCRS
since 2019, and has served as
chief operating officer for the
past four years. In this role, she
has played a central part in ad-
vancing the agency’s mission
and strengthening its operations,
positioning her well to assume
this leadership role. As CEO, Bi-
lodeau will provide overall stra-
tegic and operational leadership
for the nonprofit organization,
working closely with the board
of directors to set vision and di-
rection, ensure strong financial
stewardship, and foster a posi-
tive organizational culture in
support of HCRS’ mental health,
substance use, and developmen-
tal services.

“After a thoughtful search pro-
cess, the board is delighted to
welcome Anne as our next CEO,”
said Phil Blackburn, chair of the
HCRS Board of Directors. “She
brings a deep commitment to
our mission, strong operational
expertise, and a clear vision for
the future of community mental
health services in our region.”

Bilodeau will succeed George
Karabakakis, who will retire at

the end of June following
32 years of dedicated ser-
vice to HCRS. Under Kara-
bakakis’ leadership, HCRS
expanded to 20 locations,
and its annual revenue now
exceeds $70 million.

“George will be remem-
bered for his focus on
building strong relation-
ships, developing innova-
tive programming, and
consistently making deci-
sions based on doing what
is right,” Blackburn added.

Bilodeau joined HCRS as
chief human resources ofti-
cer six months prior to the
onset of the Covid pandem-
ic, where her leadership
during an unprecedented
period was highly regarded
by staff and clients alike.
She was promoted to chief
operating officer in 2022,
and in that role spearhead-
ed the agency’s efforts to
become certified as a com-
munity behavioral health
center. She also led HCRS’
contract with the Depart-
ment of Mental Health to
deliver statewide enhanced
mobile crisis services in
partnership with Vermont’s
nine other designated com-
munity mental health agen-
cies.

In addition, Bilodeau has

The Vermont Journal

been instrumental in ad-
vancing the use of technol-
ogy to improve operational
efficiency and support ser-
vice delivery. She is an ac-
tive member of Vermont
Care Partners network of
community mental health
agencies, and serves on the
board of Brattleboro Me-
morial Hospital. She holds
a bachelor’s degree in po-
litical science from Regis
College, and a master’s de-
gree in professional studies
from Pennsylvania State
University.

“I am honored to have
the opportunity to lead this
incredible  organization,
and to build on the strong
foundation created under
George’s leadership,” said
Bilodeau. “The dedication
of HCRS staff and the im-
pact of the services provid-
ed to thousands of people
across southeastern Ver-
mont are truly inspiring”

“I am deeply grateful for
the opportunity to have
served HCRS and our com-
munities,” said Karabaka-
kis. “I have every confi-
dence in Anne’s ability to
take on this role, and know
that HCRS will continue
to thrive under her leader-
ship”

Specific products covered are determined by your health plan.
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Ellen L. Aron, 1946-2026

BRATTLEBORO, Vt. -
Ellen L. Aron, of Brattle-
boro, passed away on Fri-
day, Jan. 9, 2026, at the
Brattleboro Memorial Hos-
pital. Ellen was born on
Aug. 20, 1946, in Bellows
Falls, Vt., to Hollis and Ev-
elyn (Adams) Rhoades. She
attended schools in Walpo-
le, N.H. On Nov. 12, 1971,
she married Charles Aron,
who recently predeceased
her.

Ellen worked for many
years as a nurse’s aide at Ma-
plewood Nursing Home in
Westmoreland, N.H. Ellen
was a member of the First
Congregational Church of
Westminster and the Red
Hat Society. She loved mu-
sic, and she adored her fam-
ily.

Sheis survived by her chil-
dren Felicia (David) King
and Michelle Aron. She is
also survived by her grand-
children Kristi Campbell
and Lucas Aleman-Aron, as
well as great-grandchildren,
and nieces and nephews.

There was a funeral ser-
vice on Saturday, Jan. 17, at
2 p.m., at the Fenton and
Hennessey Funeral Home,

Ellen Aron, 1946-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

55 Westminster Street, Bel-
lows Falls, Vt. Burial was
held privately at the West-
minster New Cemetery in
Westminster, Vt. After the
service, there was a recep-
tion at the Moose Lodge,
across from the funeral
home.

In lieu of flowers, please
consider  donating  to
the First Congregational
Church of Westminster,
P.O. Box 122, Westminster,
VT 05158.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

Phineas Tzllman, 2001—2026

GRAFTON, Vt. - Phineas
“Phin” Harvey Alexander
Tillman, of Grafton, Vt.,
passed away unexpectedly
on Monday, Jan. 12, 2026,
in Walpole, N.H., at the age
of 24. Phineas is survived by
his mother Pamela Johnson-
Spurlock, stepfather Patrick
Spurlock, and sisters Helen
and Madeleine Spurlock,
of Grafton, Vt; his father
Mitchell Tillman, stepmoth-
er Joy, and brothers Brae-
don and Hudson Tillman,
of Tifton, Ga.; grandparents
Steve and LeaJean Manry,
of Blakely, Ga.; and grand-
parents Glen and Cynthia
Spurlock, of Grafton, Vt.; as
well as many loving aunts,
uncles, and cousins. He is
preceded in death by his
grandfathers Harold John-
son and Dale Tillman.
Phineas was born in Tif-
ton, Ga., on June 4, 2001,
and spent the first 14 years
of his life in southwest
Georgia. He moved to Ver-
mont with his family, and is
a graduate of Green Moun-
tain Union High School in
Chester, Vt., where he was
involved in band and theater
productions. He went on to
attend the University of Ver-
mont before transferring to
Vermont State University,
where he earned a degree
in radiology. He worked at
Walgreens in Walpole, N.H.,
and was set to begin his new
career.

Phineas was a loving
son, brother, grandson, and
nephew. To those who knew
Phin, he was the kindest
soul, full of joy and laugh-
ter, and could bring a smile
to your face. He had every-
thing going from him, and
was a sweet young man who
loved his mother and his
sisters tremendously, as well

Phineas T|||man, 200'| -2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

as the family cats, chickens,
and dogs. He loved video
games, Japanese anime,
and fantasy novels, and was
looking forward to getting
out and becoming indepen-
dent. One of the happiest
points in his life was getting
to study abroad in Japan
during the summer as a high
school senior through The
Experiment in International
Living.

A candlelight vigil was
held Saturday, Jan. 17, at 5
p-m., at the Brown Fuller
Memorial Park, 4 Bridge
Street in downtown Bellows
Falls, for Phins New Eng-
land friends and family. A
Celebration of Life ceremo-
ny will be held in Georgia,
in early summer, and an-
nounced later.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Child’s
Play Charity, to honor Phins
love of video games and the
health care field, as well as to
The Experiment in Interna-
tional Living, to help other
students have opportunities
to learn and travel interna-
tionally.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

Richard R. Beers, 1936-2025 2=

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Our
beloved and devoted hus-
band, father, and grand-
father Richard Raymond
Beers passed away peace-
fully at home, with his fam-
ily by his side, on Nov. 29,
2025, in Springfield, Vt.

Richard is survived by
his wife Marjorie; son Rich-
ard Allen Beers; daughters
Brenda O’Brien and Jennifer
Beers; grandchildren Josh,

Justin, Michael, Rachel,
Mackenzie and Maggie; and
seven great-grandchildren.
His son Michael Beers pre-
deceased him.

Richard was born in But-
ler, Pa., and he attended
school there.

He served in the Army
National Guard, in the one
101st Infantry in New York.

A Celebration of Life for
Richard will be held in April.

Nancy P. Parsons, 1942-2026

CHARLESTOWN,
N.H. - Nancy P. Parsons,
83, of Charlestown, N.H.,
died peacefully on Tuesday;,
Jan. 6, 2026, at the Sullivan
County Home in Unity,
N.H. Nancy was born on
June 19, 1942, in Arling-
ton, Mass., the daughter
of J. Malcolm Sr. and Al-
ice (McNichol) Potter. Her
early years were spent in
Arlington, later coming to
Bellows Falls, Vt., where
she attended St. Charles
School and graduated from
Bellows Falls High School.
From there she went on
to graduate from Cardinal
Cushing College with a de-
gree in education.

Nancy began her teach-
ing career as a third grade
teacher in Charlestown,
and spent most of her 30
years of teaching in the
Charlestown schools. She
finished her career as the
Title 1 project manager in
the Fall Mountain School
District. Nancy had a life-
long passion and com-
mitment to education and
teaching.

Nancy is survived by her
devoted husband Ernest
Parsons, who she married
on June 19, 1965, in Rock-
ingham, Vt. Nancy and
Ernie spent their entire
marriage as residents of
Charlestown, N.H. Nancy
is also survived by her two
daughters Mary Franck
and her husband Karl, of
Litchfield, N.-H.; and Amy
Parson and her wife Col-
leen Flynn, of Manchester,
N.H. She is also survived
by her brother Malcolm
Potter and his wife Diane,
of Bellows Falls, Vt. Nancy
is further survived by her
grandchildren  Elizabeth
Franck, Connor Franck,
and Matthew Franck, all of

Nancy Parsons, 1942-2026.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Litchfield, N.H., as well as
many nephews and nieces.

Nancy enjoyed travel-
ing with Ernie, particu-
larly trips to the beaches
of Maine, and taking af-
ternoon “Sunday” drives.
Nancy was an avid reader,
sharing her love of reading
with her family and friends,
and was a dedicated book
club member.

Nancy was an active and
involved member of her
community, a member of
the Fall Mountain Educa-
tional Endowment Associa-
tion, and a member of the
St. Catherine’s Ladies Club.
She enjoyed spending time
with her grandchildren and
family.

Calling hours were held
on Friday, Jan. 9, from 4-6
p.m., at the Fenton and
Hennessey Funeral Home
in Bellows Falls, Vt. A fu-
neral Mass was held on
Saturday, Jan. 10, at St
Catherine of Siena Church
in Charlestown, N.H. Buri-
al followed at St. Charles
Cemetery in Westminster,
Vt.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls,
Vt.

OBITUARIES

A 200-word Obituary $100.
$0.60/word thereafter.

Black and White Photo $20.
Email to editor@vermontjournal.com

Due by Monday 12 p.m.

Death Notices, Funeral Services,
and Thank You Notices under 50 words are free
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Allyn H. Johnson, 1930-2026

SPRINGFIELD, B
Vt. - Allyn H. John-
son, 95, died peacefully
on Friday, Jan. 16, 2026, at
the Veterans Administra-
tion hospital in White River
Junction, Vt., surrounded by
his loving wife and family.
He was born Nov. 14, 1930,
in Springfield, Vt., the son
of Carl H. and Dorothy M.
(Olney) Johnson. He gradu-
ated from Springfield High
School, and served in the
Army National Guard from
1950-1952, being stationed
in Germany for a time dur-
ing his service.

Allyn was employed as a
machinist with Fellows Gear
Shaper in Springfield, Vt.,
retiring after 29 years of ser-
vice.

He was a lifelong resident
of Springfield, a life mem-
ber of the Robert L. Johnson
VEW Post 771, and a mem-
ber of the Springfield Senior
Center and the Charlestown
Senior Center. He was a
Christian man and member
of the Andover Community
Church in Andover, Vt.

Allyn enjoyed hunting,
fishing, camping, gardening,
motorcycles, the ocean, and
the beach.

He was predeceased by
his parents, his first wife
Rose (LaFrance) Johnson,
his second wife Geraldine
(Boucher) Johnson, his son
Rick Johnson, and his step-
daughter Marcella Strom
Fazzolare.

He is survived by his wife

Allyn Johnson, 1930-2026.
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Margaret (Holt) Bemis-
Johnson, daughter Debra
Richardson, granddaughter
Amy Mitchell, daughter-in-
law Michelle Johnson, and
grandson Carl Johnson. He
is also survived by his step-
children Theresa Methot,
Laureen Palmer, Janeen
Ackerson, Mary Richardson,
Jamie Lee King, Gillian Be-
mis, and Martin Bemis; 20
grandchildren; and 25 great-
grandchildren.

Visitation will be held on
Wednesday, Jan. 21, from 2-4
p-m., at the Davis Memorial
Chapel in Springfield, Vt.

A funeral service will be
held on Thursday, Jan. 22,
at 11 am., at the Andover
Community Church in An-
dover, Vt. Burial will be in
the Pine Grove Cemetery at
a later date.

Memorial contributions
may be made to the Ando-
ver Community Church, or
to the Springfield Humane
Society.

Dolores Kathan, 1928-2026

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
In the early hours of Jan. 9,
2026, our beautiful matriarch
Dolores “Doe” Currier Ka-
than, 97, of Bellows Falls, Vt.,
passed quietly away, with her
family by her side. She was
welcomed by her heavenly
father and her family who she
has missed so much.

Doe was born on Sept. 22,
1928, in Littleton, N.H., to
Leo and Neva LeClerc. She
was adopted by her stepfather
Clayton Currier, who loved
her deeply. She attended St.
Rose of Lima in Littleton,
N.H.,, St. Charles School, Bel-
lows Falls High School, and
North Phoenix High School
in Arizona. After her gradua-
tion in 1946, Doe returned to
Bellows Falls, Vt. On her 15th
birthday, Doe met the love
of her life Clayton “Bud” Ka-
than. They were married on
June 28, 1947, at St. Charles
Church in Bellows Falls.

Doe was predeceased by
her husband of 66 years in
2013, her son David Kathan
in 1965, her daughter Bon-
nie (Kathan) VanAmberg in
1989, an infant brother David
LeClerc, stepbrother Thomas
LeClerc, and her parents and
grandparents.

She is survived by her
daughter Pam Kathan, of
Charleston, S.C; her son
Thomas (Pam), of Dalton
N.H.; grandsons Mike (An-
nie) VanAmberg, of Newn-
an, Ga., Chris VanAmberg
and special friend Karen
McElroy, of Bellows Falls,
Jennifer (Will) Williams,
Cory (Jonathan) Chewing,
and Ryan (partner Hadas-
sah Little), all of Charleston,
S.C;  great-grandchildren

Dolores Kathan, 1928-2026.
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Halle, Ellah, Clayton, Charlie,
Colby, and Cyrus, of Charles-
ton, S.C,, and Ian and Sarah,
of Newnan, Ga; and the
McArdle family, of Montpe-
lier Vt. She is also survived by
a sister-in-law Carol Miller
(Mike), of Brattleboro; nieces
Donna Kathan, Judy Wolfe,
and Debbie Armor; nephew
Jim Kathan; and her lifelong
friend Ainsley.

Doe’s family would like to
thank the Visiting Nurses
and Hospice of Vermont and
New Hampshire, and Gene,
Diane, Daniel, Stacey, Casey,
and many others who shared
in her case. We also want to
thank Karen McElroy, David
McElroy, Donna Kathan, Ju-
lie Sines, and Fr. Victor Cruz;
your gentle loving care made
all the difference in her life.

Funeral services and a
Celebration of Doe’s Life will
take place in the spring.

Donations can be made to
the St. Jude Children’s Hospi-
tal.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westminster
Street in Bellows Falls, Vit.
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BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Susan Marie MacNeil, a
devoted community leader,
advocate, and beloved ma-
triarch, passed away un-
expectedly at her home in
Bellows Falls, Vt., on Jan.
10, at the age of 72. She
leaves behind a remarkable
legacy of compassion, ser-
vice, creativity, and fierce
love for the people and
causes that mattered most
to her.

Susan was born on July
21, 1953, in Cambridge,
Mass., to Jean and Charles
MacNeil. In 1959, her
family moved to Coven-
try, Conn., where she was
raised and attended local
schools. Even at a young
age, Susan stood out for her

Susan M. MacNeil, 1953-2025

intellect and enthusiasm for
life. She excelled academi-
cally, was an avid and life-
long reader, and brought
energy and spirit to every-
thing she did, including her
role on the cheerleading
squad. Susan later made
her home in Keene, N.H.,,
where she became deeply
rooted in the community,
before eventually settling in
Bellows Falls, Vt.

No matter where she
lived, Susan showed up
tully and generously, believ-
ing that communities are
strengthened when people
commit themselves to one
another. Her professional
life was defined by public
service and fearless advoca-
cy. For decades, Susan dedi-

NOTICE OF AN UPCOMING WESTON
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD HEARING

Little Pond Partners LLC has submitted an application for
final plat review for a subdivision which is located off Little
Pond Rd. in Andover and Weston. This hearing is for the

cated herself to nonprofit,
arts, health, and civic orga-
nizations throughout New
England. She was especially
committed to supporting
individuals and families af-
fected by HIV/AIDS, work-
ing during a time when
stigma and fear often kept
others at a distance. Su-
san approached this work
with humanity, dignity, and
persistence, ensuring that
those most marginalized
were seen, respected, and
cared for.

After moving to the Keene
area in the late 1980s, Susan
held countless leadership
roles, some paid, many vol-
unteer, all undertaken with
the same devotion. She
served as PTA president
at both Franklin and Mar-
low elementary schools,
later becoming an executive
board member of the New
Hampshire State PTA Asso-
ciation. At Keene State Col-
lege (KSC), she served as

vice chair and then chair of
the Operating Staff Coun-
cil, earning recognition as
a KSC Outstanding Em-
ployee. Susan’s love for the
arts and community con-
nection led her to roles as
director of marketing and,
later, interim executive di-
rector of the Colonial The-
atre. In 2000, she became
executive director of AIDS
Services for the Monad-
nock Region, a position she
held until 2008, and again
from 2009 until the orga-
nization merged in 2014.
During her tenure, she cre-
ated and nurtured beloved
fundraising and communi-
ty-building events, includ-
ing Just Desserts, Keene
Karaoke IDOL, and later
Southern Vermont IDOL,
programs that brought joy,
talent, and togetherness
from across New England.
One of Susan’s most mean-
ingful contributions was
her work bringing pan-

seven lots which are wholly or partially in Weston only.
The application will be reviewed under the Town of Weston
Major Subdivision Regulations.

Joel Maxwell has submitted an application for a change to a
condition on the final plat of the Seckler subdivision off of
Old Tavern Rd. This change deals with a security bond for
the construction of the subdivision improvements.

The Weston Development Review Board will hold a hearing
on these applications at the Weston Town offices and on
zoom on February 4th, 2026 starting at 5:00 PM.

Those interested in seeing the applications, submitting
written comments, or finding out how to attend the meeting
online should contact the Zoning Administrator at: Town of
Weston P.O Box 98, Weston Vt. 05161 or Zoning@westonvt.
org.

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §§ 4464(a)(1)(C) and 4471(a),
participation in this local proceeding is a prerequisite to the
right to take any subsequent appeal.

TOWN OF CHESTER
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

The Town of Chester is seeking qualified candidates for the
position of Director of Finance. The Director of Finance
oversees and manages the financial and accounting functions
of the Town of Chester. This role safeguards the Town assets
and ensures compliance with GAAP and GASB. The Director
provides financial analysis to support the Town Manager and
Selectboard goals, manages cash flow reporting, and leads

the supervision and performance of a small Finance team. In
addition, this position partners with the Town Manager and
department managers to ensure accurate and timely reporting
and operational support. The Director of Finance should
expect to be hands-on in daily operations.

Applicants must possess strong financial acumen and
knowledge of governments and governmental accounting.
Technical expertise in general ledger, accounts payable,
accounts receivable, and payroll is required, as well as
knowledge of taxation, Department of Labor regulations,
insurance, and employee benefits. Applicant must also possess
strong analytical, judgment, and decision-making skills.

This position is a full-time position with modified remote
work options available.

Qualification requirements include a Bachelor’s Degree in

a relevant field (or comparable years of service) with 3-5
years of experience in Government accounting, preferably in
Vermont. Salary range is $80,000 to $90,000 per year based
on qualifications in addition to a comprehensive benefits
package.

Please submit Letter of Interest and Resume to the Chester
Town Manager’s Office, julie.hance@chestervt.gov or mail to
556 Elm Street, P.O. Box 370, Chester, Vt, 05143.

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
Chief Wastewater Operator

The Town of Springfield, VT is seeking a Chief Wastewater
Operator for a full-time position in the Wastewater
Department. The Chief Operator supervises the Operators
and the Laboratory Technician normally assigned

to the division; actively participates in the technical

work, maintenance, and operation of the Wastewater
Treatment Plant, Pumping Stations, Composting Facility
and Pre-Treatment Facility; and assists the Wastewater
Superintendent with technical knowledge. This position
requires considerable knowledge of materials, methods,
equipment and techniques commonly used in wastewater
treatment. Overtime is required and applicant must be able
to work under all weather conditions. This position requires
a VT Class IV Wastewater Certification and a valid Motor
Vehicle Operator’s License. This is a non-bargaining position
with a pay of $29.09 - $33.18 per hour and an excellent
benefits package. Applications and a complete job description
can be found at https://springfieldvt.gov/jobs. Apply at the
Human Resources Office, 96 Main Street, (802) 885-2104
(HumanResources@SpringfieldVT.gov). Equal Opportunity
Employer.

els of the AIDS Memorial
Quilt to local communities
each year for World AIDS
Day. First encountering the
quilt in Washington, D.C.,
in 1996, Susan often said
that seeing it in person was
life-changing. That experi-
ence became a catalyst for
her lifelong commitment
to AIDS advocacy and re-
membrance.

Susan also worked with
the Keene Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church and the
100 Nights Shelter before
relocating to Bellows Falls
in 2015, where she joined
Landmark College. She
quickly immersed herself in
civic life, lending her expe-
rience to Keene Pride and
Bellows Falls Pride, helping
these organizations navi-
gate challenges and grow
stronger. Even after a work-
related accident in 2022
limited her physical abili-
ties, Susan continued to ad-
vocate, promote events, and
support others however she
could. She served as a Bel-
lows Falls Village Trustee,
was active with the Rock-
ingham Arts & Museum
Project and Rockingham
for Progress, and champi-
oned the preservation of the
historic Miss Bellows Falls
Diner. Susan also hosted a
local television talk show,
provided voiceovers for
commercials, acted in local
theater, wrote screenplays,
published books, and vol-
unteered wherever help was
needed. If a cause was un-
derserved or difficult, Su-
san stepped forward.

At the heart of Susan’s life
was family. She was a devot-
ed mother to her son and a
fiercely proud grandmother
to her granddaughter, who
she loved with intensity and
purpose. She was a loving
sister, a cherished aunt, and

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT PROBATE DIVISION
Windsor Unit Docket No.: 25-PR-06965
In re ESTATE of :

Edward A Conlon, III

To the Creditors of: Edward A Conlon, llI

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Decedent

late of Plymouth

Decedent’s Town of Residence

Dated:

| have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims against the decedent or the
estate must present their claims in writing within four (4) months of the first publication of this notice.
The claim must be presented to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The
claim may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.

Signature of Fiduciary

Executor/Administrator
Sean Conlon, Administrator

Mailing Address

c/o Law Offices of Amanda L. S. George, PLLC

Phone Number Email

802-875-7777 amanda@amandageorgelaw.com

City, State, Zip

Chester, VT 05143

Name of Publication: The Vermont Journal

Publication Date: January 21,2026

Name of Probate Court:

Vermont Superior Court - Windsor Probate

Address of Probate Court: 12 The Green

Woodstock, VT 05091

il
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a constant presence in the
lives of her extended fam-
ily. Susan deeply admired
her mother, and credited
her with instilling the com-
passion, generosity, and
strength that guided her
life. Susan cared for her
mother through the end of
her life, an experience that
profoundly shaped her ad-
vocacy around end-of-life
care. After her mother’s
passing in 2022, Susan
wrote and self-published
“18 Minutes: A Daughter’s
Primer on Life & Death
inspired by the final mo-
ments they shared. She
went on to advocate for am-
plified phones in hospital
rooms, and created a travel-
ing workshop, “Life, Death
and Cake - Preparing for
a Good Death,” helping
others navigate end-of-life
planning with honesty and
grace. Susan’s sense of fam-
ily extended far beyond
blood. She cultivated a wide
“found family” of friends,
colleagues, artists, and
neighbors, who relied on
her loyalty, encouragement,
and unwavering care. On
her refrigerator was a bum-
per sticker that read, “And
what difference did you
make today?” When asked
about it, Susan simply said,
“That’s really how I've lived
my life”

Susan is survived by her
brothers Bill MacNeil, of
Sebring, Fla., Donald Mac-
Neil and his wife Debbie,
of North Windham, Conn.,
and Bruce MacNeil and his
wife Betsy, of Keene, N.H.;
her son Justin Ellsworth, of
Bedford, N.H.; her grand-
daughter Kiyah Dannan
Glenn-Ellsworth, of Keene,
N.H.; several nieces; a
nephew; and grand-niec-
es, all of whom will for-
ever cherish the light she
brought into their lives.

Public calling hours will
be held on Jan. 23, from 4-6
pm., at Fenton and Hen-
nessey Funeral Home, 55
Westminster Street, Bellows
Falls, Vt. All are invited to
gather afterward for food
and drink at Ciao Popolo, 36
The Square, Bellows Falls,
Vt., beginning at 6 p.m. Su-
san MacNeil lived her life by
showing up - with compas-
sion, courage, kindness, and
conviction. Her difference
was immense, and her lega-
cy will continue in every life
she touched.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.
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BUYING /SELLING

BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper
$$, Vintage Sports Postcards,
Comics. See our displays at

antique centers in Chester and
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-

outdoor storage available. Guest
to share cleaning, firewood, yard-
work. No smoking, no drugs, no
pets. Separate studio space avail-
able. Covid vaccination required.
$500/month.  802-863-5625
or HomeShareVermont.org  for
application. Interview, references,
background  checks  required.
EHO.

SNOW PLOWING

COINS, COIMIC BOOKS, POKE-
MON, SPORTS CARDS, POST-
CARDS, and other collectibles.
Saturday, Jan. 31 at Charlestown,

LUDLOW, Vt. - Snowplowing and
sunding, Ludlow areq, residential
only. Reasonable rates. Contact
SK Logging at 802-384-0313.

CLASSIFIEDS - Start at $20 per week for 4 lines of text. Buy 3 get 1 Free!

SUPERIOR COURT
Windsor Unit

Atlantic City Bus Trip, April 19-

STATE OF VERMONT

PROBATE DIVISION
Docket No.: 25-PR-07347

21, 2026. For more information,

Inre ESTATE of :
Call Simone at 802-463-3573 or

James Hart

802-463-3992. Leave message if

no answer.

NH Senior Center, and Saturday,

Feb. 14 at Brattfleboro Holiday
Inn. 9 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. Contact
802-379-2353 or pepsijoseph@

ya hOOACOm .

CLEAN OUTS +
MORE

EZ-Dump Enterprises has a
15-yard dump trailer available.
We're also here for heating
equipment, appliance removal,
home/siorclge unit clean outs,
stump grinding, and refinishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfield, V+. area. Call/text
802-376-1168 or email ezdump.
bl@gmail.com.

FOR RENT

CAVENDISH, Vi. — Senior woman
sharing beautifully situated home.
2nd floor bedroom. Plenty of

applications:

tennis court.

application.

fuel canopy.

Erin Ladd

TOWN & VILLAGE OF LUDLOW
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing before the Ludlow Development Review
Board will be held on Monday February 9, 2025 at 6:00 P.M.,
in the Francis J. Heald Auditorium, at the Ludlow Town
Hall, 37 Depot Street, and via Zoom, to hear the following

« Reeves Consulting application 094-95-PUD Amendment #6
to review a screening plan for a previously approved platform

« Revival Ventures, LLC application SUB-26-002 for a
Preliminary Sketch Plan Review prior to a subdivision

« Summit Distributing for Melinda Richards Taggard Trust
application 154-86/87-CU, Amendment #3 to construct a new

The meeting Agenda will be available on Ludlow’s Web page,
www.ludlow.vt.us with the Zoom ID and the URL link.
Additional information about this application is available in
the Planning and Zoning office at the Town Hall.

Director of Planning & Zoning

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the Creditors of: James Hart 5

late of _Springfield

Decedent

Decedent’s Town of Residence

| have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims against the decedent or the
estate must present their claims in writing within four (4) months of the first publication of this notice.
The claim must be presented to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The
claim may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.

Signature of Fiduciary

o 5 200

Wawﬁﬁgﬁ//ﬁ/
U J

Executor/Administrator

Mary L. Bang

Mailing Address
c/o Parker & Ankuda, PC., PO Box 519

Phone Number
802-885-2582

Email

parkerankuda@vermontel.net

City, State, Zip
Springfield, VT 05156

Name of Publication:

Publication Date:

Name of Probate Court:
Address of Probate Court:
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Vermont Superior Court, Windsor Unit
12 The Green
Woodstock, VT 05091

STATE OF VERMONT
WINDHAM COUNTY, SS.

NOTICE OF SALE

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and
mortgagees of lands in the Town of Rockingham and Village of
Bellows Falls, in the County of Windham are hereby notified
that the taxes and/or water and sewer taxes assessed by such
Town and Village for the years indicated are, either in whole or
in part, unpaid on the following described lands in such Town,
to wit:

« 14 Riverfront Drive

lands and premises conveyed by Juanita M. Ordinetz to John J.
Banholzer and Juanita C. Banholzer by deed dated January 31,
1997 and recorded in Book 238, Page 465 of the Rockingham
Town Land Records.

« 35 Front Street

lands and premises conveyed by Bank of New York Mellon, fka
The Bank of New York, as Trustee to Scott Kirkpatrick by deed
dated October 27, 2017 and recorded in Book 377, Page 283 of
the Rockingham Town Land Records.

* 36 Front Street

lands and premises conveyed by Stephen L. Moore to Scott
Kirkpatrick by deed dated August 29, 2019 and recorded in
Book 393, Page 183 of the Rockingham Town Land Records.
Subject to an easement conveyed by Scott Kirkpatrick to
Stephen L. Moore by Easement Deed dated August 29, 2019
and recorded in Book 393, Page 190 of the Rockingham Town
Land Records.

» 6 Henry Street

For the years 2023-2024 and 2024-2025. Being all and the
same lands and premises conveyed by Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development to -——Jahangir Mozaffari by Special
Warranty Deed dated March 21, 2019 and recorded in Book
389, Page 320 of the Rockingham Town Land Records.

« 57 Atkinson Street

For the years 2022-2023, 2023-2024 and 2024-2025. Being all
and the same lands and premises conveyed by Peter S. Higgins
and Shannon R. Higgins to Leah Quinn by deed dated March

Town Land Records.

« 10 Green Street

For the years 2023-2024 and 2024-2025. Being all and the
same lands and premises conveyed by Homeland Properties
to Robert Remy-Powers and Donna R. Remy-Powers by deed
dated February 1, 1990 and recorded in Book 212, Page 375 of
the Rockingham Town Land Records.

« 27 Upper Bartonsville Road

For the years 2022-2023, 2023-2024 and 2024-2025. Being all

For the years 2023-2024 and 2024-2025. Being all and the same

For the years 2023-2024 and 2024-2025. Being all and the same

For the years 2023-2024 and 2024-2025. Being all and the same

19, 2018 and recorded in Book 381, Page 31 of the Rockingham

and the same lands and premises conveyed by Melvin W. Hakey
and Prudence I. Hakey to -==Orman M. Richards, Jr. by deed
dated June 9, 1978 and recorded in Book ___, Page 498 of the
Rockingham Town Land Records. Blanche M. Richards is now
deceased. Reference is made to the Contingent Remainder
Deed from Orman M. Richards, Jr. to Robert M. Richards
dated July 11, 2019 and recorded in Book 392, Page 267 of the
Rockingham Town Land Records.

« 9 Lincoln Street

For the years 2022-2023, 2023-2024 and 2024-2025. Being

all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Thomas R.
Miller, Robert C. Miller and Marilyn Frost to Donald C. Tretler,
Jr. by deed dated June 16, 2015 and recorded in Book 355, Page
18 of the Rockingham Town Land Records.

« 1 Center Street

For the years 2018-2019, 2019-2020, 2020-2021, 2021-2022,
2022-2023, 2023-2024 and 2024-2025. Being all and the

same lands and premises conveyed by U.S. Bank, National
Association, as Trustee of the Citigroup Mortgage Loan Trust
Inc. Asset-Backed Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FX1
to Lindsay Van Schoick and Courtney Van Schoick by deed
dated April 26, 2017 and recorded in Book 372, Page 17 of the
Rockingham Town Land Records.

« 24 Laurel Avenue

For the years 2023-2024 and 2024-2025. Being all and the same
lands and premises conveyed by Honorata Waryas to Walter

J. Waryas and Marjorie F. Waryas (now deceased) by deed
dated June 23, 1972 and recorded in Book 169, Page 347 of the
Rockingham Town Land Records.

« 54 Williams Street Ext.

For the years 2023-2024 and 2024-2025. Being all and the same
lands and premises conveyed by Seldon H. Newcomb to Agnes
R. Zielinski and Edward S. Zielinski (now deceased) by deed
dated September 1, 1942 and recorded in Book 100, Page 164 of
the Rockingham Town Land Records. Contingent remainder
granted to Walda S. Richmond (also known as Sue Richmond)
of Hanover, New Hampshire by Limited Warranty Deed dated
February 17, 2009 and recorded in Book 317 at Page 401 of the
Rockingham Town Land Records.

« 154 Rockingham Street

For the years 2024-2025. Being all and the same lands and
premises conveyed by Applegreen of New England, Inc. (f/k/a
Petrogas Group New England, Inc.) to Zig Vermont, LLC, a
Delaware limited liability company by deed dated May 10, 2024
and recorded in Book 438, Page 21 of the Rockingham Town
Land Records.

« 961 Pleasant Valley Road

For the years 2022-2023, 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 being

all the same lands and premises conveyed by H.M. Savage &
Sons, Inc. to Roy Batchelder and Carol Batchelder by deed
dated June 14, 2011, and recorded in Book 330, Page 67 of

the Rockingham Town Land Records being Parcel Number
060020961. Also including a Mobile Home, Make: Marlett,
Year: 1966, Serial Number 1230029, Size: 12 x 65

and so much of said lands will be sold at public
auction at Rockingham Town Office, a public place in such
Town, on the 5th day of February, 2026 at Ten Oclock in the
forenoon, as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with
costs, unless previously paid.

You have the right to request in writing, at least 24
hours prior to the tax sale date set forth above, that only a
portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax
bill. Should you wish to proceed with this request, you must
follow the procedure set forth in 32 V.S.A. § 5254; clearly
identify the portion of the property to be sold, and include a
certification from the Act 250 district coordinator and the town
zoning administrator that the portion identified may be legally
subdivided.

If you qualify under 24 V.S.A. § 1535, you may be
able to receive an abatement of the property taxes, interest and
collection fees you owe to the town. Abatement means that
your taxes could be reduced or eliminated. You have the right
to appear before the Board of Abatement and explain why you
think your taxes should be abated. To apply for an abatement,
you must contact Kathleen Neathawk, Town Clerk, by phone at
(802) 463-4336, ext. 1102, via email at clerk@rockbe.org, or via
mail at 7 Square, 2nd Floor, Bellows Falls, VT 05101.

Warning: There are unpaid property taxes at your property
in Rockingham, Vermont which you may own, have a legal
interest, or may be contiguous to your property. The property
will be sold at public auction on February 5, 2026 unless the
overdue taxes, fees and interest is paid. To make payment

or receive further information, contact the Rockingham Tax
Collector, immediately at the Town of Rockingham, 7 Square,
2nd Floor, Bellows Falls, Vermont 05151, telephone number
(802) 463-3964.

If this property is your primary residence, you may be able

to get help with delinquent property tax and utility payments
through the Vermont Homeowner Assistance Program
(VHAP). VHAP can help you avoid tax sale and transfer of
your property by paying delinquent property taxes, water and
sewer

charges, interest and penalties. You can apply for VHAP online
at vermonthap.vhfa.org. For advice about the program and help
completing the application, call Vermont Legal Aid at 1-800-
889-2047. If you apply for VHAP, you must notify your town in
writing, and your property will not be sold or transferred wile
your application is pending.

Dated at Bellows Falls, Town of Rockingham, County of
Windham and State of Vermont, this 30th day of December,
2025.

_/s/ Scott Pickup
Scott Pickup, Collector of Town, Village, Town School District
Taxes, Water and Sewer Taxes
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JAN. 24 -
ROCKINGHAM, Vt. - Join
Vermont Vines Vineyard

on Saturday, Jan. 24,

from 5:30-8:30 p.m.,

for Jamelot, featuring

wine in the vineyard and
some great ‘70s and ‘80s
dancing goodness. It may
be chilly outside, but things
will be hopping at Vermont
Vines. Our tasting room
opens at 12 p.m., so feel
free to come early, sip some
of our finest wines, and get
ready for an unforgettable
evening. Come for the wine,
stay for the tunes. We can't
wait to see you there. Cover
charge supports local farms
and music.

S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. -
The South Londonderry
Free Library invites families
to celebrate winter and the
warmth of friendship with
art teacher Casey Junker

Bailey, on Saturday, Jan.
24, at 10:30 a.m. Children

of all ages (and grownups
too) will make artwork
inspired by the picture book
“The Most Beautiful Winter.”
The workshop is free of
charge, and each family
will receive their own copy
of the beautifully illustrated
book to keep. For more
information, contact the
library ot 802-824-3371.
We hope to see you there.

JAN. 28 -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — The
Springfield Senior Center,

139 Main Street, will hold
its Annual Meeting on
Wednesday, Jan. 28, at 1
p.m. For more information,
contact executive director
Lori Jonhson at 802-885-
3933 or lorijohnsonssc@
gmail.com.

JAN. 31 -
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. -
The Tri Town Collectors
Club will start its summer
seasonal shows featuring

Article 1.

Article 2.

of the Mill Dam.
Article 3.

Town of Weston, Vermont
Warning
Special Town Meeting

The legal voters of the Town of Weston are hereby notified
and warned to meet at the Walker Farm Theater, located at
705 Main Street, in said Town, on Saturday, February 14,

2026, at 9:00 a.m., to transact the following business:

To elect a Moderator for said meeting.

To see if the Town will vote to enter into an Agreement

with the State of Vermont to accept the award of a
Community Development Block Grant of up to $3,000,000
from the Vermont Agency of Commerce and Community
Development, which, together with evidence of other
resources of up to $670,354, will total $3,367,354, to be used
for upsizing the Lawrence Hill Road Bridge and the removal

To transact any other business relating to the foregoing
articles that may legally come before said meeting.

Dated at Weston, Vermont, this 14th day of January, 2026.

comic books, coins, paper
money, vintage and modern
sports cards, Pokémon,
postcards, and other
collectibles on Saturday,
Jan. 31, at the Charlestown
Senior Center, 223 Old
Springfield Road. This
daylong series of hobby
activities is packed with

fun for the whole family.
Besides the usual offerings,
there will be a special quiz
for collectors. There is no
admission charge. Anyone
wishing fo set up to sell
their material may do so by
contacting Joe Fuller at 802-
379-2353 or pepsijoseph@
yahoo.com.

FEB. 6 -

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
The Claremont Senior
Center, 5 Acer Heights,
will host fundraiser bingo
on Friday, Feb. 6. Doors
open at 4:30 p.m., and
the games begin at 6
p.m. Open to the public,
must be 18 years old or
older to play. Concessions
will be available through
intermission. If you are
interested in helping with

future events, please call
Cheryl ot 603-543-5998.

SUNDAYS -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — The
Catamount Composite
Squadron of the Civil Air
Patrol meets Sundays, from
3:30-5:30 p.m., at Hartness
Airport in Springfield.

The Civil Air Patrol is the
auxiliary unit of the U.S.
Air Force tasked with the
mission of supporting
America’s communities
with emergency response,
diverse aviation and
ground services, youth
development, and
promotion of air, space,
and cyber power. Cadets

as young as 12 and senior
members of any age make
up this diverse group of
volunteers.

MONDAYS -
WESTON, Vt. - Bingo is
Monday nights at 7 p.m.

at the Weston Rod & Gun
Club, 982 Route 100,

1.5 miles north of Weston
Village. All are welcome.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — The
Cozy Stitches pop-in sewing
class is held on Mondays,
from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m,,

at the Springfield Town
Library, 43 Main Street.
Start your week with a

cozy morning of sewing,
chatting, and sharing ideas.
Bring your own hand-
sewing, knitting, crocheting,
or mending projects, and
enjoy the company of others
who love fo create.

TUESDAYS -

LUDLOW, Vt. — Strengthen
your core, improve posture,
and enhance your overall
mobility with a Pilates/yoga
fusion class at the Black
River Valley Senior Center,
10 High Street, every
Tuesday, from 8-9 a.m. All
levels welcome. Contact
Lori Wright to register at
603-401-8123, or email
loriwright163@gmail.com.

SPRINGFIELD, Vi. — Sew
What is held Tuesday
afternoons, from 2-4 p.m.,
at the Springfield Town
Library, 43 Main Street.
Spend your Tuesday
afternoon working on
sewing projects in a relaxed
and welcoming space. Bring
your own supplies and
enjoy time to sew, learn,
and have fun with others.
Sewing machines are
provided, or you can bring
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your own if you prefer. Both
groups are free fo attend
and open fo all skill levels.
For more information, visit
www.springfieldtownlibrary.
org, or call the library at
802-885-3108.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -

Head to the Unitarian
Universalist Meetinghouse
in Springfield, Vt., 21
Fairground Road, on
Tuesdays, at 10 a.m., from
Nov. 11, 2025 — March
24, 2026, to learn from
and practice with Tai Chi
Vermont-certified teacher
Jo Bregnard. Classes are
60 minutes, and will also
be livestreamed via Zoom,
as well as recorded for
those who can’t make it

to the meetinghouse. To
learn more or register, visit
studio.jobregnard.com/
product/90038.

WEDNESDAYS -
CLAREMONT, N.H. - The
Claremont Senior Center,
5 Acer Heights, holds
bingo every Wednesday
afternoon. You must be at
least 55 years old, and
purchase your cards by
12:45 p.m. Games begin
at 1 p.m. Concessions are
available until the game
begins. We average around
30-40 seniors who love
to attend, visit with their
friends, and try to win a
little extra money.

THURSDAYS -

CHESTER, Vt. — Bone
Builders Class in Chester
every Thursday, from 10-11
a.m. Classes will be held in
the First Universalist Parish
of Chester community room.
Classes are free and open
to all. Drop-in class, no
registration needed. For
details, contact Barbara at

bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

LUDLOW, Vt. — A gentle
low yoga class for all levels
to improve balance and
lexibility, relieving tension
from your day, will be held
Thursdays, from 6-7 p.m.,
at the Black River Valley
Senior Center, 10 High
Street. Mats and blocks
provided. Contact Lori
Wright ot 603-401-8123
or loriwright163@gmail.
com to register, or with any
questions.

FRIDAYS -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. = On
Fridays from 11 a.m. - 12
p.m., John Bohannon will
teach tai chi and qi gong at
the Rockingham Library in
Bellows Falls, Vt. No special
equipment or clothing is
required.

CLAREMONT, N.H. - If you
are interested in playing

or learning the game of
mahjong, please come

to the Claremont Senior
Center, 5 Acer Heights, on
Fridays, at 1p.m. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

CLAREMONT, N.H. — Come
show off your masterpieces
at the Claremont Senior
Center Knitters Group, on
Fridays, from 1-3 p.m., at
5 Acer Heights. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

DAILY -
REGION - If you want
to drink that's your

business, but if you want
to stop, that's ours. Contact
Alcoholics Anonymous at
www.aavt.org or call your
local hotline at 802-802-
2288 and join a meeting.
You are not alone.

Art Crafts Gifts

$175 for 13 Weeks * $275 for 26 Weeks * $425 for 52 Weeks

Camps, and More

(12/9/26 - 52)

CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM
Community Art Center offering Workshops, Equipped Studios,

611 Rt.103S, Ludlow, VT 802-228-8770
www.CreateTogetherVT.org

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops

ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT

Booking for winter 2025 and spring 2026 projects. Offer carpentry,
remodeling, interior & exterior painting, window & door replace-
ments, vinyl siding washing, pressure washing, drywall repairs, and
odd jobs. Call 802-591-0019 or email billr2808@gmail.com. Caven-

dish, Vt.
(05/06/26 - 26)

Campground

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND

Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter.

Electrician

KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT

Licensed and Insured

Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”

(01/28/26 - 52)

Masonry

68 Main St., Springfield VT 802-885-7111 galleryvault.org
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5

Richard Emery Paintings Retrospective until 1/31
First Friday 2/6 open fill 8
Student Arts & Chocolate Hearts 2/7 12-4 (free)

Workshops galleryvault.org/workshops

Beginner Pysanky with Shannon Wallis 3/14 1-4:30
Watercolor Skills with Kim Eng Yeo 3/21 & 28 10-12

Dot Mandala Workshop with Anfje Ruppert 3/28 2-4 p.m.
Turkish Map Fold Book with Deborah Stuart 4/18 11:30-1:30
(04/15/26 -TFN - 13)

Builders/Contractors
PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction.
Framing. finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hard-
wood flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in
Proctorsville. 802-558-5267.

(02/11/26 - 13)

2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com.

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemol! Large

Private Sites!
(02/25/26 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC

Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10a.m. -5 p.m.

(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)

DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates.
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or
stoneartd9@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com.

(02/18/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY

Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls,
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates.
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.

(04/08/26 - 26)

Tools

$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$

PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(03/18/26 - 13)
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“Make Your Own
Houseplant” workshop —

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
On Saturday, Jan. 24, at 12
p-m., please join the Rock-
ingham Free Public Library
to make your own house-
plant and explore the li-
brary’s seed library.

We will use clippings from
houseplants, add some moss,
and create a lovely little jar
where it can grow roots. We
will have a limited number
of plant clippings and mate-

rials available, so feel free to
bring your own glass jar or
other container. Afterwards,
take a tour of the Rocking-
ham Librarys seed library,
and begin to plan your gar-
den for next year.

This free program will
take place at the Rocking-
ham Free Public Library on
Saturday, Jan. 24, from 12-1
p.m.

This program is part of

Rockingham Free Pub-
lic Library’s Rockingham
Gathers program, made
possible by a 2025 AARP
Vermont Winter Place-
making Grant. For more
information about this
and other programs, call
802-463-4270, visit www.
rockinghamlibrary.org,
or stop by the library at 65
Westminster Street, Bel-
lows Falls, Vt.

Vermont Adult Learning

new locations

REGION - Vermont Adult
Learning (VAL) recently
moved its Windsor County
learning centers to new of-
fices in White River Junc-
tion (Community College of
Vermont, 145 Billings Farm
Road) and Springfield (Riv-
er Valley Technical Center,
307 South Street).

“The new locations offer
practical advantages that
translate directly into better
service,” said Matthew Bent-
ley, VALs regional director
for Windsor and Windham
counties. “These moves cre-
ate opportunities for closer
alignment with technical

and workforce training pro-
grams in the region, which
is an increasingly important
bridge in today’s economy”’
The newlocations offer in-
creased classroom capacity,
improved layout, and closer
proximity to other educa-
tion and training programs.
The expanded spaces allow
VAL to offer more flexible
scheduling, quieter areas for
one-on-one instruction, and
room for additional classes
serving learners with di-
verse needs and goals.
“These relocations repre-
sent more than a change of
address,” Bentley continued.

“Being situated within a
larger technical learning
environment also opens
doors for collaboration
that strengthens pathways
to careers and contin-
ued education. It marks
an opportunity to grow,
creating space that better
supports adult learners
and the work required to
help them succeed”
VALs Windsor Coun-
ty team will be host-
ing open house events
in the coming months.
More information will be
made available at www.
vtadultlearning.org.

FML seeks donations for
Love Your Library Auction —

LUDLOW, Vt. - Fletcher
Memorial Library is seek-
ing donations for the Love
Your Library Auction. The
auction will be held from
Feb. 9-23, and the library
will accept donations until
Feb. 5.

Auction proceeds fund
Fletcher Memorial Library’s
online services, museum
and park membership pass-
es for loan, and more. These
services are available to li-
brary patrons at no charge,
and, if you live in Ludlow,
Mount Holly, Plymouth, or
Cavendish, you are eligible
for a free library card.

Your ongoing support of
our annual auction ensures
that Fletcher Memorial Li-
brary remains a dynamic

(ﬂ
FOOD SHELF™

BLACK RIVER GOOD
NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday,

10 AM-3 PM

Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

“We are here to hely”

Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

and accessible resource for
our community, fostering a
culture of learning and con-
nectivity for generations to
come.

Ideas for great auction
items to donate include
new items, gift certificates
(skiing, lodging, golf, res-
taurants), artisan-created
items, small antiques, and
gift baskets. Support Fletch-
er Memorial Library while
supporting local business-
es. All donations are tax-
deductible.

Fletcher Memorial Li-
brary is celebrating our
125th year. As quoted by
Gov. Stickney on the occa-

IS
BARR’S

BUILDERS, INC.

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT
www.barrsbuilders.com

General Contracting
Construction

Excavating

sion of the library’s dedi-
cation in 1901, “Fletcher
Memorial Library is truly
a jewel within our com-
munity” The staff and
Friends of the Library
welcome and look for-
ward to your support.

If you have questions,
or would like more in-
formation, please visit
the library’s website,
www.fmlnews.org, give
the library a call at 802-
228-8921, or stop by. The
library is located at 88
Main Street, Ludlow, Vt.

OVRCC welcomes new

staff —

LUDLOW, Vt. - The
Okemo Valley Regional
Chamber of Commerce
(OVRCC) is pleased to
announce the addition of
two new team members,
Riley Karl and Uli Dono-
hue, who joined the or-
ganization in December.
Their arrival marks an
exciting new chapter for
the chamber as it contin-
ues to strengthen its ca-
pacity to serve members,
support local businesses,
and promote the Okemo
Valley region.

Karl is a Chester na-
tive, and brings a strong
blend of local knowl-
edge, creativity, and
leadership to OVRCC.
She has spent 12 sea-
sons teaching skiing in
Okemo’s Snow Stars pro-
gram, and is the owner
of a thriving photogra-
phy business. Her work
spans family portraits,
business branding, and
action sports photogra-
phy. Community mem-
bers may recognize her
from the Ludlow Farm-
ers Market, or from her
photo featured on the
cover of the summer/fall
issue of Okemo Valley
Magazine. She complet-
ed a bachelor’s degree
in public communica-
tion, and worked for

River Singers season

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
The River Singers Com-
munity Choir, led by
Mary Cay Brass, will start
their winter/spring ses-
sion on Tuesday, Feb. 3,
at the Westminster West
Church in Westminster
West, Vt. The choir, in
their 35th year, isa unique
multigenerational com-
munity choir dedicated
to singing an eclectic mix
of soulful, thrilling music
from many lands.

This season’s music will
present songs of joy, love,
and peace from many

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

WAL UNTFIL
EEerT

SINCE 1917

4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)
1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

81081XEL separately $323:93

Butcher’s Classic Pack

4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
4 PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)

8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 312999

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399 | 1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 81081XEL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last.
Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area.
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

Scan Now To Order

'-:.

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399
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Riley Karl (left) and Uli Donohue.

three years in corporate
search engine marketing at
GroupM. Karl’s artistic eye
and community roots make
her a valuable addition to
the chamber’s communica-
tions and visual storytelling
efforts.

Donohue has called the
Okemo Valley home since
2009, and has been deeply
involved in the region ever
since. Her background in-
cludes more than a decade
as a math and science tu-
tor at Okemo Mountain
School, several years serv-
ing as treasurer on the
board of the Ludlow Farm-
ers Market, and experience
as a licensed Vermont real
estate advisor. Donohue
has a passion for learn-
ing and education, hav-
ing completed five higher
education degrees and
certificates, in the fields of
mathematics, education,
and software development.

Eastern European coun-
tries — Croatia, Macedonia,
and Serbia, as well as the
Republic of Georgia, and
Lithuania.

Guest conductor Dr.
Kathy Bullock - performer,
arranger, and scholar of Af-
rican American traditions,
and professor emerita from
Berea Collage, as well as
guest professor at Benning-
ton College - will join us
for two workshops and con-

PHOTO PROVIDED

Whether  snowboarding,
paddleboarding, hiking, or
exploring Vermont’s scenic
backroads, Donohue em-
bodies the spirit of discov-
ery that defines the region.
Her community engage-
ment and organizational
experience bring added
strength to OVRCC’s mem-
ber services and outreach.
Both Karl and Dono-
hue are enthusiastic about
contributing to OVRCC’s
mission of supporting lo-
cal businesses, fostering
economic vitality, and cel-
ebrating the unique char-
acter of the Okemo Valley.
Their combined experience
and passion for the region
will help the chamber con-
tinue to grow and serve its
members with excellence.
For more information
about the Okemo Val-
ley Regional Chamber of
Commerce, visit www.
yourplaceinvermont.com.

certs in the spring.

The River Singers has a
longtime, deep tradition of
presenting in song visions of
social justice. This session,
the focus is on freedom
songs from South Africa,
and a new national anthem,
“Arise Arise”

If you are interested in
joining, please contact mc-

brass@vermontel.net,  or
visit ~ www.marycaybrass.
com.

Helie’s Carpets, LLC

FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS

Let us Floor You - Our Prices Won’t!

603-542-9979
www.heliescarpetnh.com
281 Washington Street, Claremont, NH

GENERAL

AUTO SA].IVAGE Co. e
New Hampshire and Vermont's Largest Auto Recycler!!!

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete - Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

800-562-3845 - 603-542-9595 — sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743
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Builders achieve high-
performance certification

REGION - On Dec. 16,
nine area carpenters com-
pleted training to earn the
Sustainable Energy Out-
reach Networks (SEON)
Level I High Performance
Builder certification. The
newly certified builders
represent three Windham
County companies: Bull
Creek Builders, GPI Con-
struction, and Mindel and
Morse Builders, all mem-

bers of SEON.
To achieve certification,
participants  successfully

completed two courses: “Ba-
sics of High Performance
Building, and, most re-
cently, the hands-on course
“Water, Air, and Thermal
Continuous Control Lay-
ers” With this most recent
cohort, a total of 27 carpen-
ters and builders have now
earned SEON’s Level I cer-
tification.

The knowledge and skills
gained through these cours-
es are foundational for ad-
dressing building challenges
in Vermonts cold and wet
climate. Most building
failures can be traced to a
lack of understanding - or
improper application - of
building science principles.
As instructors often note,
“Its the attention to detail
that distinguishes a durable,

|

Carpenters who recently completed the SEON Level | High

Performance Builder certification.

energy-efficient home”

For homeowners plan-
ning to build or renovate,
selecting a builder with a
trained workforce is critical.
These skill sets are essential
for proper compliance with
Vermont’s energy code, and
for creating long-lasting,
high-performance homes.

PHOTO PROVIDED

The Sustainable Energy
Outreach Network is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit train-
ing organization that de-
livers in-person courses
throughout ~ Vermont.
To learn more and view
the 2026 training sched-
ule, visit www.building-
science.org.

WESTMINSTER,
Vt. - Advan-
tage Truck Group
(ATG) has named
its 2025 Pete De-
Pina Legacy Award
winner for Ver-
mont, recognizing
Michele  O’Brien
from its Westmin-
ster location for
making an impact
on her fellow em-
ployees, customers,
and the company.

“Michele con-
sistently performs
a truly Herculean task:
keeping our facility run-
ning flawlessly. As a pro-
active self-starter, she
has been instrumental
in not only maintaining
our Elite Support certi-
fication, but also ensur-
ing we exceed its criteria.
She embodies excellence
through her tenacious
drive to consistently im-
prove our facility and her

ATG honors emp

Flood risk mitigation conversation

REGION - Join Black River
Action Team, Mount Ascut-
ney Regional Commission,
Connecticut River Conser-
vancy, The Nature Conser-
vancy, and Lake Champlain
Sea Grant for a virtual con-
versation on Thursday, Feb.
5, at 6:30 p.m., to hear about
actions the state and local

organizations are taking to
reduce flood risk and protect
our communities. All com-
munity members are wel-
come.

In this conversation, par-
ticipants will hear about the
work and goals of local or-
ganizations; the 2024 Flood
Safety Act, the state’s water-

shed-wide approach to flood
resilience; and Vermont’s
new statewide river corridor
protections.

Register in advance for this
online conversation at www.
bit.ly/fsa-mountascutney.
For more information, please
contact Alison Spasyk at ali-
son.spasyk@uvm.edu.

? Fo s

M=

2=

Michele O’Brien (center right) receives the Pete DePina Legacy
Award.

unwavering commitment
to enhancing the experi-
ence of those around her,
ATG President and CEO
Kevin Holmes said.

The highest recogni-
tion an ATG team mem-
ber can receive, this award
is given annually to one
team member at each ATG
location who most embod-
ies the values and qualities
employee Napoleon “Pete”
DePina was known for,
including integrity and a
quiet leadership grounded
in humility, generosity, and
selfless service to others.

“Our ability to provide
the best service for our
customers reflects the dedi-
cation and contributions
of our team members,
Holmes said. “This award
honors team members who
go beyond expectations,
and whose efforts and atti-

The Vermont Journal
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tude, like Pete’s, elevate the
quality of service across our
network, and make a posi-
tive impact on the people
around them.

Team members were
nominated by their peers
for the award. Winners
were presented with a mon-
etary award that they will
continue to receive as part
of their profit-sharing bo-
nus each year throughout
their employment with the
company.

The largest Daimler
Trucks North America
dealer in New England,
ATG offers employees per-
formance pay programs
and benefits starting day
one, company training pro-
grams, and career develop-
ment and advancement op-
portunities, all in a culture
that is committed to giving
back to its communities.
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Efficiency Vermont announces 2026 rebates

REGION - Vermonters

can keep their New Year’s
resolutions to save energy
with 2026 rebates and fi-
nancial support from Ef-
ficiency =~ Vermont and
partners across the state,
including  weatherization
incentives while funding
lasts.

“Improving your home’s
energy efficiency in 2026 is
an investment that will pay
off for years to come,” said
Peter Walke, Efficiency Ver-
mont’s managing director.
“Itll pay off literally, with
lower energy bills. With
improved comfort. With
lower emissions thanks to
more deliberate energy use.
And by lowering demand,
it supports a more afford-
able electricity system for
everyone connected to our
shared grid”

Now is the perfect time
to plan a home energy proj-
ect. Find a contractor in the
Efficiency Excellence Net-
work near you to start your
project or begin planning
for spring.

Heat pump heating sys-

What shapes your mortgage rate

REGION - If youve
glanced at the market lately,
you've probably noticed
rates shifting more than you
expected. One headline says
they’re cooling, the next says
they’re climbing, and some-
where in the middle you'll
see an advertised rate that
doesn’t match the one you
were quoted.

Its completely normal to
wonder how lenders actually
decide on arate, and why the
number you see online isn’t
always the number you end

tem rebates are available
through a joint program
offered by Efficiency Ver-
mont and your electric util-
ity. Efficiency Vermont’s
website also has informa-
tion on additional incen-
tives that may be available
from your utility.

Weatherization rebates
offering up to 90% cash
back are also available from
Efficiency Vermont, with
limited-time funding from
the Vermont Department
of Public Service, support-
ing increased incentives for
low- and moderate-income
households. Free weath-
erization services for low-
income households are also
available through the state’s
Weatherization Assistance
Programs.

Incentives and solutions
that can help Vermonters
embrace energy savings in
2026 include the following.

Free resources to pri-
oritize energy investments
in the new year — Under-
stand current offers or di-
agnose high bills by call-
ing Efficiency Vermont's

up with.

Every mortgage rate starts
with the broader economy.
Inflation, Federal Reserve
decisions, and  investor
demand all influence the
general range lenders work
within. These factors move
daily, which is why rates can
change even when nothing
in your own finances has.

From there, your per-
sonal snapshot fills in the
rest. Credit history, debt
levels, your down payment
or available equity, and the

] R £
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energy advisors. You can
also schedule a free virtual
home energy visit with an
Efficiency Vermont energy
expert to get personalized
advice and a list of next
steps toward your goals.

Up to 90% cash back on
weatherization projects -
Air sealing and insulating
your home lowers energy
bills, makes a home more
comfortable  year-round,
and improves indoor air
quality. Weatherization also
makes it easier to embrace
clean technologies like heat
pumps. Increased weather-
ization incentives are only
available through the end
of 2026, or while funding
lasts.

Rebates for heating sys-
tems that work for your
household - Save up to
$475 on a ductless “mini
split” heat pump, or save up
to $2,200 on a ducted heat
pump. Or opt for advanced
wood heating with a wood
or pellet stove (and a $400
rebate), or get $6,000 off
central wood heating sys-
tems.

type of loan you choose all
help determine your exact
rate. It's why two people can
apply on the same day and
get two different numbers -
their situations simply aren’t
identical.

This is also why adver-
tised rates don't always tell
the full story. Most of those
numbers are based on ideal
scenarios — excellent credit,
a specific loan setup, and
sometimes discount points
paid upfront. They're meant
to give you a sense of what's

Save up to $1,000 on water
heaters that use heat pump
technology - Get a $600
discount when you upgrade
to a heat pump water heater,
bringing the efficiency and
savings of a heat pump to
the hot water needed in
your kitchen, bathroom,
and laundry room. Income-
eligible households can get
an additional $400 back.

Create a healthy home
with appliance rebates -
Control your home’s tem-
perature and save on energy
bills with up to $100 cash
back on a smart thermo-
stat, or manage moisture
in your home with up to
$90 off a dehumidifier. You
can also get up to $400 off
a heat pump clothes dryer
or washer/heat pump dryer
combo unit. If youre al-
ready planning for summer,
get up to $150 off a window
AC unit.

Businesses can save on
energy investments, too.
Businesses can get up to
$25,000 in additional fund-
ing for custom projects, or
take advantage of increased

incentives for preapproved
LED lighting projects.
These incentives are only
available for projects com-
pleted by November 2026.
Low-income house-
holds may qualify for ad-
ditional support, including
a voucher for up to $1,200
for replacing one eligible
household appliance, such
as a refrigerator, freezer, or
clothes washer. Additional
offers include free weath-
erization through the state’s
weatherization  assistance
programs, and free efficient
products like LED light
bulbs and water-saving de-
vices. Contact Efficiency
Vermont for details.
Windham County resi-
dents are also eligible for
special rebates thanks to a
county-specific grant pro-
gram. Income-eligible resi-
dents of Windham County
can get up to $15,000 to-
ward wood or pellet central
heating systems (furnace
or boiler). This is in addi-
tion to the $6,000 rebate
from Efficiency Vermont
for these wood heating sys-
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tems. See www.rerc-vt.org/
windham-county-central-
wood-pellet-program  for
details.

Similarly, residents can get
up to $1,200 on a wood/pel-
let stove, in addition to Ef-
ficiency Vermont’s $400 re-
bate. Details can be found at
www.rerc-vt.org/windham-
county-stove-program.

Vermont lenders can also
help you achieve your New
Year’s energy goals with fi-
nancing that removes up-
front costs for home en-
ergy projects. Low-interest
home energy loans offer up
to $25,000 for home energy
upgrades, with 0% interest
for income-qualified bor-
rowers. Or you can pay off
a project on your utility bill
using the Weatherization
Repayment Assistance Pro-
gram. Contact Efficiency
Vermont for qualifying in-
formation.

Additional rebates may
also be available from your
electric or gas utility. Con-
tact Efficiency Vermont’s
energy advisors to learn
about all available offers.

possible, not predict your fi-
nal quote.

Once you start the process
with a lender, a lot happens
quickly behind the scenes.
Automated reviews, inves-
tor requirements, risk as-
sessments, and daily market
updates all play a role in
pricing. Because the mar-
ket moves in real time, your
available rate can shift until
you choose to lock it in —
and that’s perfectly normal.

A rate lock helps take
the guesswork out of the

BARRETT
&VALLEY

REAL ESTATE SERVICES _
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Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation
www.KelleyRealEstate.com

equation by keeping your
rate steady while your loan
moves toward closing. In a
market that changes often,
that kind of stability can
make the whole process feel
alot clearer.

If youre curious about
what rate you might realisti-
cally qualify for this year, you
don't need a stack of docu-
ments to get started. A quick

conversation can give you
a solid snapshot based on
your goals and financial pic-
ture — and it’s almost always
more accurate than trying to
compare advertised rates on
your own. Let’s connect to
discuss how I can help make
your next step easier.
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Richard Emery

retrospective show

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
“Nature at Its Finest” is a
special commemorative
show to honor Richard Em-
ery at Gallery at the VAULT,
on view through Jan. 31.
Emery was a very talent-
ed local acrylic artist and
woodworker.

“My grandfather was
a very good woodcarver.
Drawing and painting just
come natural to me, like
breathing. It's just some-
thing I do without really
thinking about it} Emery
said of his work.

Describing how he start-
ed his woodworking, Em-
ery said, “My father was a
logger, and after I gradu-
ated from Springfield High

Raku pottery class

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Gallery at the VAULT is ex-
cited to offer a raku pottery
workshop with Andrew
Berends on two consecutive
Saturdays, Feb. 7 and Feb.
14, from 12-4 p.m. each
day. Register by Saturday,
Jan. 31.

Berends will be teach-
ing the exciting Japanese
firing technique known as
raku. Raku is a 16th-cen-
tury technique developed
in Japan for making tea-
ceremony ware. It has been

School in 1972, T went to
work with him. He re-
tired about 1980, and in
‘83 I started work at Green
Mountain Log Homes in
Chester. When the big log
home boom hit, we got so
busy that for a time I did
very little painting. Green
Mountain closed down in
‘92, but I still managed to
do work for just about ev-
erybody else who had any-
thing to do with log homes.
Then I got into building
log railings and log furni-
ture. All this means I have
about every type of wood-
working machine and tool,
very handy when it comes
to making frames. In 2010,
I decided to get back into

painting  again,
acrylics now.”

Richard was a very
talented, self-taught art-
ist who was as proud of
his frames as his art. His
wood-burned pieces and
carvings are amazing. He
passed this year. We miss
him.

Gallery at the VAULT is
located at 68 Main Street
in Springfield, and is
open Wednesday-Satur-
day, from 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For more information,
call 802-885-7111, email
galleryvault@vermontel.
net, or visit Facebook,
Instagram, or www.gal-
leryvault.org. Gallery at
the VAULT is accessible.

using

Carl Goulet and
Sandiland & Vincent —

BELLOWS FALLS,
Vt. - Like many rural
musicians, Carl Goulet is
a hidden gem who flies a
little under the radar - an
honest and heart-forward
performing  songwriter
with the chops and flu-
ency of artists who get a
lot more attention. He is

passionate, sometimes
political, sometimes
humorous, and always
thoughtful. The Daily

UV said that his album

“Gazebo” “charms the lis-
tener with gentle melodies,
yet packs a punch with the
depth of wisdom and love”
The clarity and purity of his
writing and performing is
seldom matched.

Similarly, Sandiland
& Vincent have carefully
honed their craft over years,
producing songs with beau-
tiful arrangements and tight,
rich harmonies. Vincent has
been playing guitar and bass
for more than 50 years, and

The Vermont Journal

Sandi has been in bands and
duos since she was 19.

This is going to be a sweet
yet weighty two-for-one 3
p.m. matinee on Sunday,
Jan. 25. Tickets can be pur-
chased in advance through
www.stage33live.com,  or
at the door as available; ad-
vance tickets guarantee en-
try. Only 40 tickets will be
sold. All the ticket money
goes to the performers. The
performances will be re-
corded and filmed.

Artist Residency Concert at

the Big Barn

PUTNEY, Vt. - The

developed in this country
to produce really interest-
ing pottery. The firings take
about an hour, and you get
a finished piece at the end.
Raku is a fun, exciting tech-
nique, where pots are fired
to 1,840 degrees, pulled out
of the hot kiln, and ma-
nipulated with sawdust and
water to change the look of
the glazes. The glazes can
be metallic, and/or have a
crackle effect, making each
piece truly unique and one-
of-a-kind. We will also fire
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pots with an exciting new
technique known as horse
hair raku, which creates
interesting designs on the
clay. The raku firings can be
done indoors or outdoors,
depending on the weather.
The class will include
wheel-throwing, slab-mak-
ing, and extruding instruc-
tion. The first day will in-
clude making all types of
clay work, and the second
day will be glazing and fir-
ing all the pots in the raku
tradition. Emphasis will
be on being creative, and
learning the basics of pot-
tery, including making the
work, glazing, as well as
firing. The class is geared

towards teens through
adults, and limited to four
students.

Berends has been a mas-
ter potter for over 30 years,
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts
from the New York State
College of Ceramics at Al-
fred University, as well as
a Master of Fine Arts from
Montana State University.
He worked with a Spanish
folk potter for a year, and
was also a guest artist-in-

residence at Anderson
Ranch in Snowmass,
Colo. Upon moving to
Vermont in 1988, he be-
came a professional pro-
duction/art potter, and
has exhibited interna-
tionally, as well as being
represented by over 180
galleries nationally.

The cost of the work-
shop is discounted for
gallery members, and
includes 25 pounds of
clay, glazes, and firing
costs in a gas-fired kiln.
Wear old clothing, and
bring pottery tools if you
have them. Directions
to Berends studio in
Springfield will be given
at registration.

Gallery at the VAULT
is located at 68 Main
Street in Springfield, and
is open Wednesday-Sat-
urday, from 11 am. - 5
p.m. For more informa-
tion, call 802-885-7111,
email galleryvault@
vermontel.net, or visit
Facebook, Instagram, or
www.galleryvault.org.
Gallery at the VAULT is
accessible.
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Artist Residency Perfor-
mance at the Big Barn, 49
Main Street in Putney, Vt,,
will be held on Saturday,
Jan. 31, from 3-4:30 p.m.
Artist Residency Concerts
are free for all audience
members as part of Yellow
Barn’s “Pay What You Can”
program. Donations to this
program are always appre-
ciated, in advance or at the
door.

Yellow Barn alumni Dan-
iel Chong, Jessica Bodner,
and Daniel Anastasio re-
turn to Putney with poet

Rock River

Naomi Shihab Nye for a
Yellow Barn Artist Residen-
¢y, culminating in a perfor-
mance of music and poetry
in conversation. Blending
moments of reflection with
bursts of playfulness, their
collaboration seeks to re-
veal a new perspective on
the emotional core of each
piece - musical and po-
etic - through thoughtful
juxtaposition.

Following their perfor-
mance, the artists will lead
an open conversation with
the audience.

Players’

“No Kings Cabaret—

WILLIAMSVILLE, Vt. -
The Rock River Players
(RRP) present a “No Kings
Cabaret” on Friday, Jan. 23,
at 7 p.m.; Saturday, Jan. 24,
at 7 p.m.; and Sunday, Jan.
25, at 3 p.m., at the Wil-
liamsville Hall, 35 Dover
Road, Williamsville, Vt.

This year’s RRP cabaret
features Kay Beckett, Jona-
than Benney, Tino Benson,
Peter Broussard, Walter
Cramer, Shafiya Finger,
Sean Fitzharris, Eden Gorst,
Sue Kelly, Alex Lacey, An-
nie Landenberger, Randy
Lichtenwalner, Jon Mack,
Stewart McDermet, Cherie
Moran, John Moran, Nick
Morgan, John Ogorzalek,
Jeff Seabaugh, Dawn Slade,
T. Breeze Verdant, Rose
Watson, and Rev. Yolanda.
Dan DeWalt is the accom-
panist. Jess Guerrero is on
lights.

Among several acts on
the program will be songs

by a variety of composers,
including Tom Lehrer, Phil
Ochs, Jonathan Larson,
Craig Carnelia, Lin-Manuel
Miranda, Bob Dylan, Ste-
phen Schwartz, Kander and
Ebb, and Howard Crabtree.
There’ll be a short impro-
visation set, original satire,
revived satires, “news” clips,
and excerpts from Sinclair
Lewis’ scathing novel “It
Can’t Happen Here”

Special guest Rev. Yolanda
will perform “I Pledge Al-
legiance to Myself, about
the power of loving oneself
completely.

Seating is at cafe tables,
cabaret style. Various ex-
pertly prepared home-
baked goods will be available
by donation. Cabaretgoers
are invited to bring what-
ever beverages they wish. To
purchase tickets, visit www.
rockriverplayers.org, and
for more information, email
verbatimvt@gmail.com.
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Winter Hours:
Thursday-Sunday 9-5:30

Beaver Pond Farm

1047 John Stark Hwy,
Newport, NH

603-543-1107

Our own beef,
maple, jams,
and pies

Lots of local
foods: pork,
milk, cheese,
pickles, and
more
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