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Ludlow’s 3 Graces expands into Manchester

BY PAULA BENSON

The Vlermont Journal

LUDLOW, Vt. - Just over
five years ago, in October
2020, a charming women’s
boutique called 3 Graces
quietly opened at 122 Main
Street in Ludlow, Vt. Though
the world was just six months
into the Covid pandemic, 3
Graces received a welcom-
ing reception from residents,
who were excited for the new
store even as they shopped
while wearing masks and
keeping 6 feet apart.

At the time, Vermont Jour-
nal reporter Sharon Huntley
spoke with the store’s owner
Cassandra “Cassie” Grace
Laurent, and wrote that Lau-
rent had created “a wonder-
ful place where mothers and
daughters can each find the
perfect piece, be it clothing,
jewelry, shoes, or accesso-
ries”

That style, energy, and
purpose is still what the

Ludlow shop is bringing to-
day, much to the enjoyment
of Okemo Valley locals and
visitors, many of whom have
become fans and loyal, re-
peat customers.

“Sometimes, we get three
generations of women com-
ing in,” said Laura Bellanto-
ni, Laurent’s mother and oc-
casional shop steward. One
might say Bellantoni was
the inspiration for Laurent’s
passion for fashion, and now
that relationship has come
tull circle.

Bellantoni owned her own
retail shop where Laurent
would play as a child, often
with a security tag in her
pocket so as not to wander
off undetected. “Cassie was
always a creative kid, and
always wanted to open her
own boutique,” Bellantoni
recalled.

While earning her busi-
ness degree at the University
of Vermont (UVM), Laurent
had intended to accept an

internship during her final
year, but the program was
cancelled due to the pan-
demic. Laurent admitted,
however, that she had been
texting her mother pictures
of vacant retail spaces, so
when Bellantoni was tipped
off to a Main Street store-
front opening up in Ludlow,
the two women talked about
Laurent’s career options and
opportunities, and quickly,
Laurent became the propri-
etor of 3 Graces.

After signing the contract,
the transition felt exciting but
tricky for Laurent. “All my
plans got cancelled for me;”
Laurent relayed, smiling. “In
the meantime,” she said, “I
had five online classes, I was
a full-time waitress on Cape
Cod, and I was coming up
here two days a week to paint
the walls of the store”

Lovingly, the women
chose the shops name to
honor Laurent’s grandmoth-
er Grace, Bellantonis niece

United Church of Ludlow
raises $3,000 to combat hunger

LUDLOW, Vt. - The
United Church of Ludlow’s
Stuffed Shells to Stuff Hun-
gry Bellies dinner raised
more than $3,000 to fight
hunger both in the world
and in our own backyard,
thanks to the generosity of
a number of regional orga-
nizations.

The church at 48 Pleas-
ant Street hosted the dinner
on Saturday, Nov. 22, in co-
operation with the Ludlow
Rotary Club, the Okemo
Valley Women’s Club, and
Black River Good Neighbor
Services. Participants feast-
ed on stuffed shells, salad,
bread, and dessert, with in-
person dining and takeout
options.

“We are grateful to the
many volunteers and do-
nors who helped make
this dinner to fight world
hunger possible, and to the
people who dined and gen-
erously supported the effort
to help the many hungry

Health ......ovoveee . 4
Obituaries & Services................ 5
Calendar........coovvviviiiiinn, 6
Classifieds ............ccocovrrrrreenn. 7
Legal Notices ..........cccccovene. 67
OUtOOT ... 8
Real Estate..........cooovvrrerverenn. 9

people in the world,” said
pastor Michelle Fountain.
“It is heartbreaking to know
that while there is so much
food in the world, there are
still people starving. We
hope that this small effort
will inspire others as we
share our faith through ac-
tion.”

Proceeds were split be-
tween the United Church
of Ludlow and the Ludlow
Rotary Club. The church
donated its share to two
organizations that support
world food needs: World
Central Kitchen and Action
Against Hunger. The Rotary
will distribute the other half
locally, to help with food in-
security.

Pastor Fountain said the
church was grateful for the
many donors who made the
event a success, including
Big Pops Sandwich Shop,
Black River Good Neighbor
Services, Black River Pro-
duce, The Castle, DJ’s Res-

taurant, Engel & Volkers,
Four Square Hospital-
ity (Off the Rails), Good-
man’s American Pie, The
Hatchery, The Killarney
Irish Pub, The Loft, River
Valley Technical Center,
Stemwinders, Shaw’s Su-
permarket, and Vermont
Family Farms.

The Ludlow Rotary
Club provided volun-
teers, and the Okemo
Valley Women’s Club
provided desserts. Extra
food was donated to the
Mountainside House in
Ludlow; and the Open
Door Mission, a thrift
store, soup kitchen, vet-
eran shelter, and home-
less shelter in Rutland.

Donations to combat
hunger in our commu-
nity and the world are
still being accepted on-
line at www.bit.ly/unit-
edchurch-donate. Please
enter “Stuffed Shells” in
the special offering line.
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Grace, and Laurents middle
name, Grace. The name 3
Graces is also a reference
to the Greek goddesses of
charm, beauty, and creativity.
Laurent designed the store’s
elegant logo herself.

Laurent expressed her
gratitude for her loyal staff
in Ludlow. Lily Vullo was
one of the first hired, while
she was still in high school.
Stephanie Firstbrook is an-
other dedicated shop stew-
ard, there from the begin-
ning.

Since opening a second
3 Graces store in Provinc-
etown, Mass., Laurent has
been shuttling back and
forth from Ludlow to Cape
Cod, while also becoming a
new mother to son Greyson,
age 2. Now, preparing to wel-
come a second child in Feb-
ruary, Laurent is embarking

on a new venture along with
the 3 Graces team. Saturday,
Dec. 6, will see the grand
opening of a third 3 Graces
boutique, at 4943 Main
Street in Manchester, Vt.

Each of the locations dif-
fer slightly, catering to the
needs of their clientele. On
the Cape, there is a larger se-
lection of swimwear, for in-
stance, and in Ludlow, more
vacation and ski-themed
items. For Manchester, Lau-
rent plans to bring a fresh,
fun approach geared toward
a younger demographic,
keeping in mind the stu-
dents at Burr and Burton
Academy.

3 Graces carries high-
quality brands such as Free
People, Liverpool, and Jo€s
Jeans. They always carry
some playful pieces around
the holidays, with no ugly

Chester continues

road discussion

BY NICK GIBERTI

The Vlermont Journal

CHESTER, Vt. - The
Chester Selectboard con-
tinued their ongoing dis-
cussion of Class 4 roads
at their Wednesday, Nov.
19, meeting, beginning by
reviewing the process for
discontinuance and re-
classification of roads.

The process is encom-
passed, according to
Board Chair Lee Gus-
tafson, by an 11-page
document, which outlines
in detail all of the require-
ments for discontinuing a
Class 4 road. Town man-
ager Julie Hance explained
to the board that the mo-
tivation for this overview
was to make clear that
road discontinuance and
reclassification are not
quick or easy matters, in
response to some of the
conversations at the pre-
vious meeting about re-
quests for Class 4 roads to
be discontinued. “If you're
going to have requests
for discontinuance and
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Christmas sweaters in sight.
The shop will continue to
host community events, like
the recent Sip ‘n Shop held
at the Ludlow store last Sat-
urday.

The opening of the Man-
chester store happens to co-
incide with the 15th annual
Holiday Lighted Tractor Pa-
rade, which features tractors
and floats adorned with fes-
tive lights and decor travers-
ing the downtown.

The new store hours will
be 10 am. - 7 p.m. “most
days,” and will be introduc-
ing an exclusive new feature:
a charm bar, where custom-
ers can build their own per-
sonal charm necklaces. The
Manchester location is with-
in the village, and sits adja-
cent to an art gallery called
3 Pears, which, according to
Laurent, feels just perfect.

Class 4

reclassification, I want the
board to understand this is
a very, very lengthy process,”
Hance said. “It’s a legal pro-
cess that has a lot of steps”

Board member Peter Hud-
kins aditionally noted that,
should a Class 4 road con-
tinue beyond the borders
of Chester and into another
town, that town must be
notified, and must also hold
a public hearing before the
road can be discontinued.

The board then contin-
ued on to discuss the town’s
pending Class 4 road policy,
which had generated sig-
nificant controversy at the
previous meeting. Hudkins
recused himself, as he had
also done at the previous
meeting.

Gustafson summed up the
sentiments which the board
had heard in its previous
discussions, saying, “I think
part of what we've heard is
that the Class 4 roads are a
valuable asset to the town,
and how do we use them ap-
propriately and keep them so
that we as a town can enjoy
town property, but also not

come into instances where
were annoying people or
causing difficulties because
these roads are being used
inappropriately?”

Much of the conversation
centered on the distinc-
tion between Class 4 roads
which dead-end in private
driveways, and those which
connect back with other,
Class 3 or higher roads. At
the time of the selectboard
meeting, the draft policy
included provisions which
would require permits from
the town for all maintenance.
After some discussion about
carveouts for specific roads,
Hance suggested that the
board only require permits
for “alteration,” as opposed to
“maintenance,” and to define
those terms specifically in a
future draft. Examples given
of maintenance included
grading, plowing, and filling
in potholes, whereas altera-
tion would encompass ac-
tivities such as widening the
road or removing trees along
its edges.

See ROAD on Page 2
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COVER helps local family with home repairs

READING, Vt. - COVER
Home Repair, a nonprofit
based in White River Junc-
tion that provides urgent
home repairs for income-
qualifying homeowners at
no charge, is in the business
of changing lives. This time,
COVER volunteer crews are
helping a young family with
three children, including a
remarkable daughter with
profound disabilities. This
is the story of the complexi-
ties of housing in the Upper
Valley, and of multiple com-
munity organizations com-
ing together to help a young
family in Reading, and in ef-
fect, helping give the broad-
er community a small boost.

Harlei Pierce, 32, and Mel-
vin Pierce, 33, live in Read-
ing with their three children
Jupiter, 13; Astraea, 6; and
Astrophel, 3. As the main
breadwinner, Melvin is a
journeyman plumbing and
heating technician who is
working on getting his mas-
ter’s license. Harlei is from
Woodstock, where her fam-
ily has been since the late
1800s. Their son Jupiter will
be the sixth generation to go
to Woodstock schools.

When Harlei was eight

months pregnant with Ju-
piter (her oldest) they lost
their home in Woodstock
due to Tropical Storm Irene.
The Pierce family moved to
Windsor for a time, before
moving back to Woodstock,
where they ultimately want-
ed to live. Melvin was work-
ing full time, and Harlei was
working part time and also
going to school to become a
hospice nurse.

When their daughter,
Astraea, was a few months
old, it became apparent she
wasn't  hitting milestones
and was exhibiting delays.
Suddenly, the family was
overwhelmed with physi-
cal therapy, occupational
therapy, speech, neurology,
and genetic appointments
and tests. Harlei had to stop
working and going to school
to keep up with all the ap-
pointments. Some weeks
Astraea had up to 10 ap-
pointments per week.

By the time Harlei was
pregnant with Astrophel, the
family learned that Astraea
had a genetic disorder of
the STXBP1 gene, which is
a profound disability that af-
fects the way the synapses in
the brain tell her body what
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to do. She is unable to talk,
walk, or sit up by herself.

This is when the Pierces
first connected with COV-
ER Home Repair. COVER
and a team of volunteers
built a ramp to make it pos-
sible for Astraea to safely be
brought in and out of her
home.

After several years, they
finally purchased a home
in Reading, in the fall of
2024. They would be able
to remain in the Woodstock
school system, and their
home had a flat yard and a
bathroom and bedroom on
the first floor for Astraea.
Their 1900s home needed
work, but they had finally
found a home that was — mi-
raculously - accessible and
affordable, and where the
kids could stay in the same
school system.

With assistance from the
COVER Store in White Riv-
er Junction, they purchased
replacement doors and
home goods at affordable
prices, including a beautiful

chandelier. In Reading, they
received assistance from
The Hub, which is a non-
profit that provides a safety
net to residents of Barnard,
Bridgewater, Killington,
Plymouth, Pomfret, Read-
ing, and Woodstock.

Bill Neukomm, a mem-
ber of the Reading Energy
Committee, performed a
site visit to the home, to help
weatherize it. Of his involve-
ment, Neukomm says, “My
involvement was inciden-
tal...The energy committee
is very happy to have helped
a new family in town”

Days after the Neukomm
came out to assess the
Pierce’s home, Astraca was
using the bathroom and
started crying inconsolably.
The left side of Astraeas
body had completely seized
up, and doctors discovered
she had a rare childhood
brain cancer. The energy
committee’s work paused,
and the Pierce’s life became
a blur of medical appoint-
ments to remove as much

of the tumor as possible and
then radiation.

Once things settled down
with Astraea’s health, the en-
ergy commiittee was able to
come back to weatherize the
home.

Although Astraea uses
a powered chair to move
around, she needed a ramp
to get easily and safely in
or out of her house. Harlei
contacted COVER for as-
sistance with building two
accessibility ramps, and to
modify their bathroom to
include a roll-in shower.

This summer, COVER
and its volunteers installed
an accessible shower in the
bathroom and built a ramp
in the front entrance of the
home. They also repaired
rotted decking and installed
a ramp by Astraeas bed-
room as a second means of
safe egress.

Melvin helped with the
plumbing work, and Harlei
made lunch for the volun-
teers when she could, in be-
tween appointments at the

hospital with her daughter.

This is a story about a
bathroom, ramps, and other
repairs, yes, but its also the
story of a group of neighbors
coming together to help a
new family in town. In ad-
dition to helping make the
young family’s daily reali-
ties easier, support from The
Hub, the Reading Energy
Committee, and COVER
will help a family with chil-
dren stay in a town that is
rapidly aging.

For more information,
contact Helen Hong, execu-
tive director, at helen@cov-
erhomerepairorg or 603-
443-2243.

To learn more about ap-
plying, volunteering, or sup-
porting COVER’s work, visit
www.coverhomerepair.org.

To follow Astraea’s jour-
ney, visit www.facebook.
com/profile.php?id=10006
7667534023&mibextid=Zb
WEKwL.

To help support the Pierce
family, visit www.gofund.
me/d906a0df8.

ROAD

From Page 1

There was also discus-
sion surrounding whether
or not the town can legally
restrict motorized vehicle
traffic on Class 4 roads,

something which had been
suggested at the previous
meeting, and was included
in the draft policy. There
was  confusion among
the board members as to
whether state statute would
allow for such a restriction,

Fletcher Memorial Library
Holiday Open House

LUDLOW, Vt. - Join your neighbors and library pa-
trons for the Holiday Open House at the Fletcher Me-
morial Library, 88 Main Street, on Thursday, Dec. 11,

from 4:30-6 p.m.

Bring your friends and family to visit with Santa,
enjoy some refreshments, and share your Christmas
wish list. Each child will receive a free book.

The inclement weather date is Dec. 12, 4:30-6 p.m.
Check the library website, www.fmlnews.org, for up-

dates.

and whether or not the pol-
icy had been reviewed by
the town’s attorney. Hance
clarified that the attorney
for the Town of Chester, Jim
Caroll, had not reviewed
the draft Class 4 road pol-
icy, but that the outline for
the document, including
the provision about limit-
ing certain kinds of traffic,
had been received from the
Vermont Leage of Cities
and Towns (VLCT), which
has its own lawyers review
any such outlines. Hance
said that the town typically
does not feel it necessary to
have its own attorney re-
view VLCT-provided doc-
uments, but that she would
double check with VLCT
about that particular provi-
sion.

The board also empha-
sized that each Class 4 road
would be taken on its own
merits, and that the policy
would not create a blanket,
one-size-fits-all approach
to every Class 4 road, and
its future use and develop-
ment.

As before, several citizens
voiced their opinions both
in favor of, and in opposi-
tion to, aspects of the policy.
Chester resident Gary King
spoke in favor of the policy,
saying that he has helped in
building out several trails in
Chester, and that the town’s
trails and Class 4 roads are
“an incredible resource”
for outdoor exploration
opportunities. Conversely,
Mike Adams, who oper-
ates a farm in Chester, told
the board he has seen traf-
fic on a Class 4 road which

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS /\/—\// (/-- bisects his parcel, and had

R . s 0000 .d N recently had a vehicle drive
DEPDTYTY HOME CENTER Aqua'A' SVStemS FOOD SHEI:F/ over his land and “ruin a
WATER CONDITIONING & FILTRATION good track on a new seeded

HELP WANTED BLACK RIVER GOOD piece” Class 4 road abutter

Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out NEIGHBOR SERVICES Damon Tyler stated that he

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon, and arsenic
problems in the Windham and
Windsor Counties since 1984

has also seen increased traf-
fic on the road he lives on,
apparently as a result of the
board’s recent discussions.

The Chester Selectboard
will hold their next meet-
ing on Wednesday, Dec. 3,
at 6:30 p.m., in the Chester
Town Hall.

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday,

10 AM-3 PM

Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org
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Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth
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Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
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HELP WANTED IMMEDIATELY

4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
4 PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 o0z.)

4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)

4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)
78237XDS  separately $366-93 312999
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

ORDER | OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7199 | 1.833.897.4133
NOW! | Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 78237XDS
Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping
address that includes 78237. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. ltems may be

substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales
are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/25. 24M7165 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

Scan Now To Order
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P.O. Box 110, Ascutney, VT

www.wraggbrothers.com
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Holiday display contest — Springfield Christmas

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - It’s

time to spread the holi-
day cheer and make our
neighborhoods  sparkle.
The second annual Project
ACTION Holiday Display
Contest is free to enter,
and open exclusively to
residents of Springfield
and North Springfield,
Vt. Decorators of all skill
levels are encouraged to
showcase their creativity,
light up their homes, and
fill the community with
holiday spirit.

Entry forms must be
submitted by Dec. 21,
2025. Decorations must
be visible from the road,
and fully lit from dusk to
9 p.m. each evening from
Dec. 22-31.

To enter, fill out the
short entry form at www.
tinyurl.com/3at74xbu by
Dec. 21, or mail or drop
off a printed entry form to
Springfield Police Depart-
ment, Attn: Chief Jeffrey
Burnham, 201 Clinton
Street, Springfield, VT
05156.

Participants will be
judged in four categories:
Most  Whimsical, Clark
Griswold, Classic Christ-
mas, and Judges Over-
all Choice. Winners will
receive cash prizes, and
awards will be announced
after the new year.

Thank you to our spon-
sors: Community Bank,
802 Credit Union, Spring-
field Rotary Club, Jake’s

Market & Deli, and
Green Mountain Clas-
sics.

By entering the con-
test, participants agree
to have their address
included on the official
Holiday Display Contest
map, and have their dis-
plays photographed for
promotional purposes.

Let’s come together
to make this holiday
season  unforgettable.
Don’t miss the chance to
light up Springfield and
North Springfield with
your holiday creativity.

For more information,
questions, or a printable
entry form, please email
spfldprojectaction@
gmail.com.

Village Campalgn

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
There is a wonderful
Vermont tradition of
lighting our windows to
let visitors know they are
welcome. Main Street is
our window to visitors
and the community, so
we light our street poles
to let all know they are
welcome.

Each year, the Spring-
field Regional Chamber
of Commerce illumi-
nates Main Street lamp-
posts, Santa’s house, and
the Community Holiday
Tree. The iconic Ver-
mont winter weather

necessitates replacing lights
each year. To help with the
replacement, the Spring-
field Regional Chamber of
Commerce set up the Light
a Pole Fund many years ago,
to support this festivity. The
community can contribute
to the fund by adopting a
light pole for a fee, and help
continue this time-honored
tradition.

Any and all cash or check
donations can be delivered
to the Springfield Regional
Chamber of Commerce, 56
Main Street, Suite 2, Spring-
field, VT 05156. Thank you,
and happy holidays.
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Jun. 2, 2026, and will be mailed to the winner.

The answers to the puzzles and winner will be published the following week.
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The Rules

Participants must complete the Crossword or the Sudoku puzzle and mail this
page to The Vermont Journal, PO Box 228, Ludlow, VT 05149, by Friday, Dec.
12, 2025. Limit one submission per person.

One participant will be selected by random drawing, and can select one
coupon from participating businesses on this puzzle page. Coupons are not
valid until one is chosen by drawing winner. Coupon of choice will expire on

NAME:

PHONE:

COUPON OF CHOICE:

WillowjEarm
Grooming ° Retail Shop * Overnight Boarding * Daycare
Open Mon-Fri 8-6 and Sat 9-2

www.willowfarmvermont.com
802-886-5000

#21 Route 106
North Springfield, Vermont 05150

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Jan. 2, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

Vintage Clothing
57 The Square
Bellows Falls, VT
802-380-1629

Social Media

STAR CLOSET @anastasiastarcloset

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Jan. 2, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

KOKOPRLILI’S

4 Atkinson St. Bellows Falls, VT
802-732-8267
kkpelli43@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook at Kokopelli’s LLC

CRYSTALS - GEMSTONES - JEWELRY - HANDBAGS
SOUTHWESTERN RUGS - DECOR
CANDLES - INCENSE - SAGE BUNDLES

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Jan. 2, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

NEW ENGLAND
Mfz‘%@:
LY

ESTD ' 2023

CIDER DONUTS
29 Main Street, Ludlow VT | 802-300-7040

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Jan. 2, 2026

FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

802-885-8564
vittl9@vermontel.net

Tina’s Hallmark

Shop our Holiday Cards & Gifts

2 Chester Road, Suite 7 ~ Springfield, VT 05156

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Jan. 2, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID

802-885-6050

33 Main St,
Springfield, VT

(@
d’ém.%)mg

\ C’fdbf&

$75 Gift Certificate - Expires Jan. 2, 2026
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY - NOT VALID
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Springfield Area Parent Child Center seeks board members

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
The Springfield Area Parent
Child Center (SAPCC) is
actively recruiting volunteer
board members who sup-
port our mission to build
bridges of support for chil-
dren, families, and caregiv-
ers in our service area.

SAPCC is one of 15 non-
profit, community-based
organizations that make up
the Vermont Parent Child
Center Network (VPCCN).
Centers provide support
and education to families
with young children to ad-
dress local needs in the
communities they serve.

The dedicated leaders and

professional staff at SAPCC
deliver a wide variety of pro-
grams and services to help
children get off to a healthy
start and promote their
wellbeing, while building on
each family’s strengths.
Current programs in-
clude HEART, which pro-
vides mental health and
other support throughout
pregnancy and beyond,
and DULCE, which offers
resources and support to
families with newborns at
Mount Ascutney Pediatrics
in Windsor.
The Children’s Integrated
Services team provides in-
home or on-site visits for

101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Give the Gift of Massage Therapy

Gift Certificates Available

% Call or Purchase Online

" 802.228.7772

www.calmmomentsmassage.com

families with children who
have medical conditions or
developmental delays, along
with family or parenting
support, mental health, and
preventative nursing ser-
vices.

Parenting classes, sup-
port groups, resources, and
information for parents and
caregivers are also provided.
Welcome Baby Bags full
of gifts and resources, and
a free diaper and formula
bank are available.

The on-site Playworks
Child Center is a five-star-
rated early childhood edu-
cation program for children
from 6 weeks to 6 years
of age. Child care support
services include referral
and financial assistance for
child care, summer camp,
and before- and after-school
care for children ages 0 to

12 years old. Playgroups
are held regularly in various
locations for young chil-
dren and their siblings. Free
books are sent to homes
each month through the
Dolly Parton Imagination
Library program.

Tienna’s Closet is a free
community clothing closet
for children and adults,
open for walk-in hours
on Tuesday, from 12-3:30
p.m., and the first and third
Wednesday, from 3-6 p.m.
Also open by appointment
at other hours. Donations
are accepted during office
hours, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

The Workforce Develop-
ment Program offers profes-
sional development oppor-
tunities for the community
at the on-site training center
in North Springtfield.

Volunteer board service is

Free Hearing Test
Servicing All Brands of Hearing Aids

Repairs and Cleanings

AARP and Seniors.

Call Jason Udeen at Low Cast Hearing for Appointment.
(802) 689-0357. 1856 Quechee Main Street. Quechee, VT.

Gastrointestinal and
General Surgery Services

one of the many ways com-
munity members can sup-
port this important work.

Board member respon-
sibilities include providing
big-picture oversight and
stewardship of SAPCC, sup-
porting and collaborating
with the administrative and
managerial teams, and con-
tinually assessing ways to
improve, grow, and evolve
the organization.

SAPCC is seeking new
board members for three-
year terms that begin in
June 2026. First-time board
member candidates and
those with prior nonprofit
board experience are wel-
come. Orientation and
training are provided.

There are openings for
general board members.
In addition, new members
could be onboarded sooner
if they exhibit expertise in
the following areas: finan-
cial management, account-
ing/IRS Form 990, strategic
planning, legislative exper-
tise, legal compliance, fun-
draising and development,
human resources, market-
ing, and advocacy.

Board members serve on
one of two standing com-
mittees — internal affairs or
governance — which typical-
ly meet monthly to address

their specific areas of re-
sponsibility. The full board
also meets monthly. Meet-
ings are hybrid, attended
either in-person or virtually.

Board members are re-
quired to reside within
the SAPCC service area,
which includes the follow-
ing towns and villages in
Windsor and Windham
counties: Andover, Ascut-
ney, Athens, Baltimore,
Bellows Falls, Brownsville,
Cavendish, Chester, Graf-
ton, Londonderry, Ludlow,
North Springfield, Perkins-
ville, Plymouth, Proctors-
ville, Reading, Rockingham,
Saxtons River, Springfield,
Weathersfield, West Wind-
sor, Westminster, Weston,
Windham, and Windsor.

Individuals who reside
in the SAPCC service area,
and who share the organiza-
tion’s commitment to sup-
porting children and fami-
lies through the services
SAPCC provides, are en-
couraged to apply for a seat
on the board. Visit www.
tinyurl.com/SAPCCboard
to apply.

For more information
about board service, email
BOD@sapcc-vt.org.

To learn more about
SAPCC, visit www.sapcc-vt.
org.

MEDICARE

<€)__HEALTH INSURANCE

HOSPITAL (PARTA)
MEDICAL (PARTB)

& _Jppo Foe

01-01-2023
01-01-2023

Available at Springfield Hospital

* 24 hour on call service for emergencies
¢ Anti-reflux procedures

* Benign soft tissue concerns

Medicare Open
Enroliment
We’ve partnered with to

help you compare options so that you can
choose a plan that best suits your needs.

* Breast care - benign/malignant disease
Ao 1,300t 30

: e Colon surgery
Aaron Bennett, DO

* Endoscopy services, i.e. Colonoscopy,
EGD, colorectal cancer screening

* Gallbladder disease management

* Hernia repairs

* Management of anorectal concerns

(hemorrhoids, fissure, fistula)
David Lewis, MD * Mediport insertion and removal

* Minimally invasive laparoscopic surgeries

OCT. 15™ [hnw DEC. 7™

Let us help you review and make changes to

for appendix, colon, gallbladder & hernias

* Pilonidal disease management

your current Medicare coverage.

» Skin cancer diagnosis and treatment
* Wound care (outpatient follow up of burns,

Kevin Berman. MD leg wounds, and trauma)

We welcome your inquiries for consullt.
Please call us if you have questions. 802-885-5600

Scan to start comparing
or visit www.NavigateMyCare.com/Kinney

KinneyDrugs

.‘ Surgical Associates

A DEPARTMENT OF SPRINGFIELD HOSPITAL

Where People Come First

www.springfieldgeneralsurgery.org
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Community Christian Church of Athens, 126 Brookline
Road

Sunday services are at 9:30 a.m. and é p.m., and prayer
meetings are held Wednesdays, at 7 p.m. If you have
questions, call 802-869-2513. The 9:30 a.m. Sunday
service is also streamed on Facebook Live at the Church's
Facebook page.

United Church of Bellows Falls, UCC, 8 School St.
Worship service starts at 10 a.m. every Sunday. All are
welcome to attend. Following the service, there will be

a time of refreshments. Many other services are offered
throughout the week. If you have any questions or want to
learn more, call 802-463-4323, visit the church, or find
them on Facebook.

North Charlestown United Methodist Church, 471
River Rd.

Worship is Sundays at 9 a.m., with pastor Carolyn
Greenwood. Holy communion is celebrated the first
Sunday of every month. Call 603-477-6985, or visit
www.facebook.com/UMCOfNorthCharlestown for more
information.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 313 Main St.

Services are on Wednesdays, from 5:30-6 p.m.; and

on Sundays, from 10-11:30 a.m., both in person and

by Zoom, followed by coffee hour. All are welcome.
Handicapped accessible. For a link to the Zoom service
or more information about services and events, please visit
www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org.

Andover Community Church, 928 Weston-Andover
Rd.

Sunday school at 9:30 a.m. and worship service

10:45 a.m. For more information, go to www.
andovercommunitychurch.org.

Second Congregational Church of Londonderry, 2051
N. Main St.

Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. in person or online. Fill out
a form at www.2ndcongregationalchurchvt.org to be sent a
link to the live stream.

Annunciation Catholic Church, Corner of Depot and

High St.

Masses are celebrated on Saturday at 4:30 p.m. and on
Sunday at 9 a.m. For further information, see our website

at churchoftheannunciation.org, or call us at 802-228-
3451.

First Congregational Church, UCC, 77 Main St.
Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in person. Singing
is encouraged! For more information, call 802-885-
5728, email fccucc@vermontel.net, or go fo www.
firstchurchspringfield.org.

North Springfield Baptist Church, 581 Giddings
Street, North Springfield.

All are welcome and invited fo join us for worship on
Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. For more information, please

email the church office at office@nsbevt.org, or call 802-
886-8107. We are handicap accessible.

Precision Valley Baptist Church, 69 Rt. 106

Join our worship service every Sunday at 10 a.m.
Women'’s Study group meets on Tuesdays at 6 p.m., and
Mens Study Group meets on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. All
are welcome! For more information, check out Facebook @

PrecisionValleyBaptist

B. Laura Caravatt, 2025

LUDLOW, Vt. — B. Laura Caravatt, 102, of Ludlow, Vt.,
died Nov. 24, 2025, at her daughter the Rev. Cyndie Hold-
en’s home in East Wallingford, Vt.

A complete obituary will be printed in a future edition of

the Rutland Herald.

Tossing Funeral Home is assisting the family with ar-

rangements.

Mary H. Smith, 1922-2025

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Mary Helen (Bobrowski)
Smith passed on peacefully
on Nov. 21, 2025, at The Gill
Odd Fellows Home in Lud-
low, Vt., at the age of 103.

Mary was born in Bellows
Falls, Vt., on Feb. 1, 1922,
to Walenty and Eva (Nizik)
Bobrowski. She married
Stanley (Staniszewski)
Smith on Jan. 19, 1946.

Mary is survived by
her children Mary (Ted-
ric Sr.) Emerson and Ed-
ward (Laurel) Smith; her
grandchildren Kate (Vince)
Canini, Kerry (late Gary)
Rainstrom, Tedric (Kristy)
Emerson Jr., Courtney (Jus-
tin) Reed, Dwight (Heather)
Smith, and Cory (Melissa)
Smith; her great-grand-
children Kayla Bibee, Nick
(Molly) Rowland, Evan
(Samantha) Mattison, Jen-
nifer and Jonathan Cray,
Olivia and Isabella Smith,
and Garrett and Addison
Emerson; her great-great-
grandchildren Liam, Remi,
Ellie, Harper, Chase, Nora,
Lisa, Lincoln, and Parker;
and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Mary is predeceased by
her parents; her husband;
her brothers Joseph (Julia),
Leo (Betty), Steven (Na-
lora), and Anthony Bo-
browski; her sister Laura
(Will) Lawlor; her daughter
Patricia (David) Cray; and
grandchildren  Kimberly
Emerson and Jason Cray.

Mary proudly attended
Bellows Falls High School,
Class of 1940, always tell-
ing us, “The best years of
your life are in school, and
you don't even know it!”
Her Bellows Falls-area em-
ployment was at Zenos
Bakery, The Tannery, and
New England Telephone
and Telegraph, “Ma Bell,” as
telephone operator and su-
pervisor, choosing an early
retirement to care for her
husband.

She was a lifelong member
of the Sacred Heart Church,
as her parents, along with
other immigrant families,
helped to build it after they
arrived from Poland. Mary
was involved as a member
of the choir and the Ladies
Altar Society. At the closing
of Sacred Heart Church, she

Church.

Walpole Unitarian
Church, corner of Union
and Main St.

Sunday Service begins

at 10 a.m. Services

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE

WW

Home « Auto « Farm « Business « Motorcycle  Recreational Vehicles

serving VT and NH since 1996

are also available via
Zoom. For links and
updates, go fo www.
walpoleunitarianchurch.org.

7190 US Route 5 - Westminster, Vermont 05158

802-463-1900 - www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Mary Smith, 1922-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

was graciously welcomed
and enjoyed many years
at the St. Charles Church,
where she received the Ser-
vant Heart Award recogni-
tion earlier this year for her
many years as a good and
faithful servant of the Cath-
olic Church.

Embracing her second-
generation Polish heritage,
she was a member of the
Polish American Club. She
spent many hours at the
Bellows Falls Senior Cen-
ter, with the more than 90
club luncheons, and bone-
density exercises even into
her 90s, filling in when the
instructor was absent.

Mary fully enjoyed the
family holidays, trips to Flor-
ida, her monthly telephone
operator’s luncheons, her
Hawaiian vacation (kissed
by Do Ho), and would en-
joy a trip to a casino. In her
more homebound years, she
greatly anticipated receiving
her daily Meals on Wheels
delivery, and chatting with
the volunteers — especially
Janet Dube - visits from her
family, and endless games
of solitaire on her vintage
computer. In her last year,
she received exceptional
care by the Trusted Choice
Eldercare team, and later at
The Gill Odd Fellows Home
in Ludlow, Vt., where she
involved herself in their ac-
tivities and events.

She was absolutely, posi-
tively blessed with good
family and good friends,
and she left it “all in the
hands of the man up above.”
Period. That’s for sure!

Calling hours were held at
the Fenton and Hennessey
Funeral Home. A Mass of
Christian burial was held
at the St. Charles Church
on Saturday, Nov. 29, at 12
p.m., with interment at the
Sacred Heart Cemetery fol-
lowing the Mass.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to the
Greater Falls Senior Center
in Bellows Falls, Vt.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street in Bellows Falls,
Vi

Shirley Rumrill, 1945-2025

CHARLESTOWN,
N.H. - Shirley Farnsworth
Rumrill passed away peace-
fully at home in Charles-
town, N.H., on Nov. 1, 2025.
She was surrounded by (in
body and spirit), her family.

She is survived by her
husband Phillip Rumrill Sr.,
son Phillip Jr. and daugh-
ter-in-law  Amy Rumrill,
daughter Leanne Finnell,
daughter Carina Rumrill,
her beloved 14 grandchil-
dren and seven great-grand-
children, brother and sister-
in-law Roger and Elaine
Farnsworth, brother Rick
Farnsworth and sister-in-
law Candy Durkee, and sis-
ters-in-law Cheryl Martin
and Irene Rice. She leaves
behind many dear friends,
extended family members,
and neighbors - especially
Scott Clark, whose kindness
and devotion toward Shir-
ley knew no bounds. She is
predeceased by her mother
Lyle Parker Farnswoth, fa-
ther Robert Farnsworth,
sister Myra Frances Farn-
sworth, and brother Robert
“Bobby” Farnsworth.

Shirley was born in Saint
Johnsbury, Vt., on Sept. 1,
1945, and raised in West-
minster, Vt. She graduated
from Bellows Falls Union
High School in 1963, and
Sheldon Beauty Academy
in Burlington, Vt., in 1964.
Shirley and her husband
Phil served as house par-
ents at Kurn Hattin Homes
in Westminster, Vt., for five
years. After finishing her
25-year career as a hair styl-
ist, she worked in nursing
and home health until re-
tirement.

Shirley approached ev-
erything in life with a cre-
ative touch and multiple
talents. She loved painting,
sewing, quilting, and cro-
cheting. She adored flowers,
and was extremely proud of

_— 0 W
g e —_—
== f:/ ) \\

Shirley Rumrill, 1945-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

pendence, kind heart, and
incomparable beauty.

The family will organize
a Celebration of Life in
the spring, to enable long-
distance family the time to
plan to be present.

In lieu of flowers, the
family asks that dona-
tions be made to Sullivan
County  Transportation,
www.keepnhmoving.com/
provider/sullivan-county-
transportation, who ar-
ranged countless rides for
her dialysis treatment due
to the kindness of volun-
teers. We also request that
if you do feel moved to of-
fer flowers, to please offer
them to your own mother,
wife, girlfriend, neighbor,
or friend who might appre-
ciate them, in memory of
dear Shirley.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street in Bellows Falls,
Vt.

OVER 2000

BROKEN-IN TIRES

GofTEAR —
1&\:\40»«1 TIRE,

CANON TIRE

1-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

her bountiful gardens. She 802-674-5600

will be remembered for her

resilience, fairness, inde- NEW TIRES TOO!!

~ )
OBITUARIES:

at 12 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES:

VermontJournal.com.
\_

A basic 200-word obituary is $75, and $0.50 per word
thereafter. A black and white photo is an additional
$10. Email to editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday

We run Church Services on an alternating schedule.
Subject to space. All services are posted online at www.

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand . Gravel . Stone
Shurpac - Topsoil - Fill

5,000 Ib. Hydraulic
Hammer for
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT
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DEC. 6 -

LUDLOW, Vt. —
Southeastern Vermont
Community Action
(SEVCA), the community
action agency serving
Windham and Windsor
counties, will host an open
house on Saturday, Dec. 6,
from 10:30 a.m. — 12:30
p.m., at 61 Andover

Street. Join board and staff
members fo learn about

the services, programs,

and assistance available.
Refreshments will be served.
For more information,
contact Judy Trow at jtrow@
sevca.org or 802-722-
4575.

CLAREMONT, N.H. - The
Claremont Senior Center, 5
Acer Heights, will hold their
Winter Wonderland Craft
Fair on Saturday, Dec. 6,
from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. This
event is open to the public.
We will have many different
crafters, a cookie walk, and
concessions.

DEC. 9 -

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Liz
from Senior Solutions will
be at the Springfield Senior
Center on Tuesday, Dec.

9, from 9-11 a.m. For
more information, contact
executive director Lori
Johnson at 802-885-3933
or lorijohnsonssc@gmail.
com.

CLAREMONT, N.H. — The
Claremont Senior Center, 5

Acer Heights, will hold its
next membership meeting
on Tuesday, Dec. 9, at 1
p.m. This will give you a
chance to hear what is
happening with the senior
center, as well as a chance
to win a free lunch. New
members are always
welcome to come enjoy
our facility. You can sign
up for a one-month trial
membership, so you can
enjoy our programs and
activities before you join us.

DEC. 11 -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Liberty Food Fest will
celebrate the end of the
growing season with a
dinner at The Hungry
Diner, on Thursday, Dec.
11, at 7 p.m. Join Cait
and Chris Caserta, owners
of The Hungry Diner and
Walpole Valley Farms, as
they host Joel Salatin for
an unforgettable night of
local food and general
merriment. For more
information, visit www.
libertyfoodfest.com/

schedu|e.

DEC. 12-13 -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Libert Food Fest will take
place on Friday, Dec. 12,
and Saturday, Dec. 13, at
the Bellows Falls Opera
House, featuring guest
speakers and a smalll
holiday market. For more
information and a complete
schedule of events, visit

Green Mountain Preschool

We are opening enrollment spaces for two more
3 or 4-year-olds to join us for the remainder of the
2025/2026 school year!

Call 802-875-7758 or email hannah.nadeau@trsu.org
for more information

573 Main Street, Proctorsville

3PM on December 10th.

Invite to Bid

The Ludlow Mount Holly Unified Union School District
is now accepting bids for replacing the roof at the Mount
Holly School. For bid requirements, please contact Cheryl
Hammond, Business Manager at (802) 875-6433 or cheryl.
hammond@trsu.org or Todd Parah at (802) 875-4246 or
todd.parah@trsu. Bids need to be submitted no later than

job—it’s your future!

Positions Available:

FT Police Officers

tomorrow!

Volunteer & Employment.

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN NH
We’re Hiring! Join Our Team Today!

Looking for a career with great Pay & Benefits?
Look no further!

Come work for the Town of Charlestown!

We're seeking motivated, passionate individuals to join our
team. With competitive pay, excellent health and dental
benefits, retirement plans, and more, this is more than just a

Highway Dept. Driver/Equipment Operator/Laborer - FT
Water/Waste Water Licensed Superintendent - FT

Building Inspector - PT/On Call

Don’t miss out! Start your career with us today.
Apply now and take the first step toward a brighter

For more information Visit Charlestown-nh.gov, click on

Application available on the website or come in to the Town
Office at 233 Main St. Charlestown NH

www.libertyfoodfest.com/
schedule.

DEC. 12 -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Card
games at the Springfield

Senior Center, 139 Main
Street, will be on Friday,
Dec. 12, at 1 p.m. For
more information, contact
executive director Lori
Johnson at 802-885-3933
or lorijohnsonssc@gmail.
com.

CLAREMONT, N.H. - The
next session of Claremont
Senior Center fundraiser
bingo will be on Friday,
Dec. 12, at the senior
center, 5 Acer Heights.
Doors open at 4:30 p.m.,
games start at 6 p.m.
Open to the public, must
be 18 years of age to play.
Concessions are available
through infermission. Bring
family and friends for an
evening of fun. The senior
center wants to thank all
who have come out and
support this event. If you are
interested in helping with
future events, please call

Cheryl at 603-543-5998.

DEC. 13 -
BRIDGEWATER CORNERS,
Vt. - Bingo at the
Bridgewater Grange,

129 Route 100A, will be
held Saturday, Dec. 13.
Doors open at 5 p.m., and
the game begins at 6:15
p.m. Concessions will be
available.

LUDLOW, Vt. — The
Ludlow Side Hill Cronchers
snowmobile club will hold

a free snowmobile safety
course on Saturday, Dec.
13, from 8:30 a.m. - 3:30
p.m., at the Black River
Valley Senior Center, 10
High Street. Vermont law
requires that anyone born
after July 1, 1983, who

is 12 years old or older,
complete a snowmobile
safety course to legally
drive a snowmobile

on a VAST trail.

Register online at www.
ludlowsidehillcronchers.
com/events. This class is
limited to 25 participants.
For more information, email
ludlowshc@gmail.com, or
call Tina ot 802-228-2110.
Free lunch will be provided
by the Side Hill Cronchers.

SUNDAYS -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Bellows Falls Loyal Order
of Moose will be hosting

a community breakfast on
the first and third Sunday
of every month, downstairs
at the Bellows Falls Moose
Lodge, 59 Westminster
Street in Bellows Falls, from
8-10 a.m. All you can eat
for a minimal cost.

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. — The
Perkinsville Community
Church, 35 Church Street
in Perkinsville, Vt., will be
hosting live music every
first Sunday, from 4-5:30
p.m. This is a free event,
but donations will be
accepted each month to
go towards local charities.
Please keep an eye out
for upcoming shows,
they will be posted each
month on our Facebook

at the Peru Town Offices.

PERU PLANNING COMMISSION
AND ZBA HEARING

Pam and Eric Roberts has submitted an application for a
partial demolition and reconstruction of a single family
home at 344 Main St. AND Peru Congregational Church has
submitted an application for a variance from front setback
for safer steps at the church at 292 Main St. The Town Peru
Planning Commission and the Zoning Board of Adjustment
will hold hearings on these applications at 5:30 on 12/15/2025

Those interested in seeing the applications or submitting
written comments, should contact the town’s Zoning
Administrator at: Town of Peru P.O Box 127, Peru Vt. 05152,
or emailing to Zoning@peruvt.org

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §§ 4464(a)(1)(C) and 4471(a),
participation in this local proceeding is a prerequisite to the
right to take any subsequent appeal.

experience.

MUNICIPAL MANAGER
Town of Rockingham & Village of Bellows Falls

The Town of Rockingham and the Village of Bellows Falls
seek a Municipal Manager to oversee day-to-day operations
and support policy set by the Selectboard and Village
Trustees. Ideal candidates will have strong experience

in statutory and regulatory compliance and municipal
administration. The position oversees public works, public
safety, utilities, and community services; ensures accurate
budgeting and financial reporting; manages personnel

and collective bargaining matters, including negotiations;
represents the municipality with residents, businesses, and
partner agencies; and supports economic development and
community engagement initiatives.

Salary and benefits are negotiable, commensurate with

The Town of Rockingham is an EEOE. Send letter of interest
and résumé to: Heather Hitchcock, Personnel Resource
Manager, Town of Rockingham, PO Box 370, Bellows Falls,
VT 05101. Or by email: resourcemanager@rockbf.org.
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LEGAL NOTICES

page at www.facebook.
com/PerkinsvilleChurch.
Any questions, or fo be
added to our mailing list,
please send an email to
churchperkinsville@gmail.
com.

MONDAYS -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The
Cozy Stitches pop-in sewing
class is held on Mondays,
from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m,,

at the Springfield Town
Library, 43 Main Street.
Start your week with a

cozy morning of sewing,
chatting, and sharing ideas.
Bring your own hand-
sewing, knitting, crocheting,
or mending projects, and
enjoy the company of others
who love to create.

CLAREMONT, N.H. — The
Claremont Senior Center,
5 Acer Heights, holds line
dancing every Monday
night, at 7 p.m., with
Dorianne Lescord. Free for
members, small entry fee
for nonmembers. For more
information, call 603-543-
5998.

TUESDAYS -

LUDLOW, Vt. — Strengthen
your core, improve posture,
and enhance your overall
mobility with a Pilates/yoga
fusion class at the Black
River Valley Senior Center,
10 High Street, every
Tuesday, from 8-9 a.m. All
levels welcome. Contact
Lori Wright fo register at
603-401-8123, or email
loriwright163@gmail.com.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — Sew
What is held Tuesday
afternoons, from 2-4 p.m.,
at the Springfield Town
Library, 43 Main Street.
Spend your Tuesday
afternoon working on
sewing projects in a relaxed
and welcoming space.
Bring your own supplies
and enjoy time to sew,
learn, and have fun with
others. Sewing machines
are provided, or you can
bring your own if you
prefer. Both groups are
free to attend and open

to all skill levels. For more

information, visit www.
springfieldtownlibrary.org,
or call the library at 802-
885-3108.

WEDNESDAYS -
CLAREMONT, N.H. - The
Claremont Senior Center,
5 Acer Heights, holds
bingo every Wednesday
afternoon. You must be at
least 55 years old, and
purchase your cards by
12:45 p.m. Games begin
at T p.m. Concessions are
available until the game
begins. We average around
30-40 seniors who love
to attend, visit with their
friends, and try to win a
little extra money.

THURSDAYS -

CHESTER, Vt. — Bone
Builders Class in Chester
every Thursday, from 10-11
a.m. Classes will be held in
the First Universalist Parish
of Chester community room.
Classes are free and open
to all. Drop-in class, no
registration needed. For
details, contact Barbara at
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

LUDLOW, Vt. - The Black
River Memory Cafe is held
on the second Thursday of
each month, at the United
Church of Ludlow, 48
Pleasant Street, from 11
a.m. — 1 p.m. The memory
cafe is free to attend, snacks
included, and offers a safe
and comfortable space
where caregivers and

their loved ones living with
dementia or Alzheimer’s
can socialize, listen to
music, play games, and
enjoy other appropriate
activities. This is a program
of Black River Good
Neighbor Services. For
more information, contact
Vicki at 802-376-3388, or
Krey at 802-228-3663.

FRIDAYS -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. = On
Fridays from 11 a.m. - 12
p.m., John Bohannon will
teach tai chi and qi gong at
the Rockingham Library in
Bellows Falls, Vt. No special
equipment or clothing is
required.

take any subsequent appeal.

248 Mount Holly, VT 05758.

TOWN OF MOUNT HOLLY, VERMONT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Mount Holly Planning Commission will hold a Public
Hearing at 5.30 PM on Tuesday December 16th, at the Mount
Holly Town Office and via Zoom to consider an Application
for a Minor Subdivision, #2025-03

Property Owner: Gregory Kelley
Property Location: Bowlsville Road North

Application for: Minor Subdivision of an approximately 55
Acre lot into 2 lots (28 +/- acres, 28 +/- acres)

Participation in this hearing is a pre-requisite to the right to

If you wish to make a public comment but do not have the
ability to comment remotely during the meeting, please email
your comment(s) in advance of the hearing to Mount Holly
Planning Commission at planningcomm@mounthollyvt.org
or mail to Mount Holly Planning Commission at P.O. Box

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/8444812993
92pwd=20A0yxIgUQO1K7LNIOWNCVPFHegUrp.1
Meeting ID: 844 4812 9939 Passcode: 122863
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DEC. 5 -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. — The
First Baptist Church of
Bellows Falls, 9 Church
Street, will have a First
Friday fundraiser ham
dinner on Dec. 5, from
5-6:30 p.m. This will be

to benefit the Bellows Falls
Police Department Project
Elf Christmas program. The
menu includes ham, potato,
sweet potato, vegetable,
green salad, beverage, and
dessert. There is a smalll
suggested donation.

LONDONDERRY, Vt. -
Neighborhood Connections
is hosting a Christmas event
on Friday, Dec. 5, at our
offices in the Mountain
Marketplace, 5700 Route
100, Londonderry, Vt. There
will be a tractor parade
and tree lighting at 5:30
p.m., followed by Santa’s
open house at 6 p.m., with
hot chocolate and goodies
for all. There will be games
and craft tables for elves of
all ages. Come over, dress
warm, and be prepared

to have a great time
welcoming in the holidays.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The
Springfield Garden Club
will be hosting a Christmas
holidays pop-up market at
the First Congregational
Church, 77 Main Street,
on Friday, Dec. 5, from

9 a.m. -4 p.m. We will
be selling our handmade
wreaths, centerpieces, and

other holiday decorations.

DEC. 6 -

BELMONT, Vt. — The
Mount Holly Community
Historical Museum’s Festival
of Lights fundraiser will be
held Saturday, Dec. 6, at
the Odd Fellows Hall in
Belmont. There will be an
auction preview beginning
at 5 p.m., with the live
auction beginning at 5:30
p.m. Hors d’oeuvres and
refreshments will be served.
The auction will feature
new and vintage items,
decorated wreaths, and a
wine and cheese raffle.

BRIDGEWATER CORNERS,
Vt. - The Bridgewater
Grange, 129 Route 1004,
will hold a holiday potluck
on Saturday, Dec. 6, from
6-8 p.m., featuring music by
J. Mike Kelley. Bring your
favorite dish to share.

LUDLOW, Vt. — The Black
River Academy Museum
Festival of Lights will be
open on Saturday, Dec. 6,
from 4-7 p.m.

LONDONDERRY, Vt. — The
annual Christmas bazaar at
the Second Congregational
Church of Londonderry,
2051 North Main Street
(Vermont Route 11),

will once again be held

on the first Saturday of
December, Dec. 6, from 9
a.m. — 3 p.m., in the Church
Friendship Room. There will
be handmade wreaths to

choir. There will be a
by-request Christmas
singalong to finish
the event. There will
be a collection for the
Charlestown Area
Christmas Fund and
seasonal refreshments
after the concert.

purchase, a delicious lunch
served, a cookie walk, crafts
and gift items to purchase,
and much, much fun to be
had. Come join us for a
wonderful day to get into
the Christmas spirit. For
more information, please
call the church office at

802-824-6453.

DEC. 13 -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — The BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
American Legion Post 18, Soupsgiving will be
191 River Street, is holding  held on Saturday, Dec.

its annual winter craft fair
on Dec. 6, from 9 a.m. -

4 p.m. This festive event

will be held to showcase
local vendors and artisans,
offering a wonderful
opportunity for community
members to shop,

support, and celebrate

the holiday season. For
more information about

the winter craft fair, please
visit www.facebook.
com/61556507016038,
or contact us via email at
Jh39135@outlook.com. Let's
come together to support
our veterans and strengthen
our community. We look
forward to seeing you there.

DEC.7 -

N. CHARLESTOWN, N.H. -
The North Charlestown
United Methodist Church

is holding a Christmas

13, from 5-7 p.m., at

the Bellows Falls Family
Center, 59 Westminster
Street, during the Bellows
Falls Parade of Lights.
Bring a soup to share if
you are able, a bowl and
spoon, your appetite, and
your friendship. This is

a gathering for people

to enjoy good company
and good soup. You

may want to bring a
container in case there
are leftovers. Donations
welcome to benefit our
local food bank.

PLYMOUTH, Vt. -
Children 18 and under
and their caregivers are
invited fo join Plymouth
Emergency Services for
the third annual Season
of Giving Holiday Party
on Saturday, Dec. 13,

concert on Sunday, Dec. 7, from 4:30-6:30 p.m., at
at 2 p.m., featuring baby the Plymouth Town Office,
grand piano, guitar, and 68 Town Office Road.

There will be activities,
raffles, refreshments, and
a gift for each child.

bagpipes, with a soloist
and The Charlestown
Congregational Church

AUCTION

PERKINSVILLE, Vi. — Contents of
storage unit #76, rented by Tevon
Gray, at Perkinsville Self Storage
will be auctioned off on Dec. 10,
2025, at 10 a.m., at 4215 Route

106, Perkinsville, VT 05151.
]

BUYING /SELLING

BUYING-SELLING  Coins, Paper
$$, Vintage Sports Postcards,
Comics. See our displays at
antique centers in Chester and
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-379-
2353. House calls available.

CLEAN OUTS + MORE

EZ-Dump Enferprises has a 15-
yard dump trailer available. We're
also here for heating equipment,
appliance removal, home/storage
unit clean outs, stump grinding,
and refinishing/repairing gravel
driveways. Serving Springfield, V.
area. Call/text 802-376-1168 or

email ezdump.bl@gmail.com.

FIREWOOD

CAVENDISH, Vt. - Firewood for
sale, free delivery within 15 mile
radius of Cavendish. Starting at
$325 per cord. Contact 802-376-

8638.
[ ]

FOR RENT

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — Refired
gentleman with vision loss looking
to share mobile home at the end
of private lane. Private room/
private bathroom available. Dogs
welcome. Would love help with
cooking,  occasional  errands.
$200/month. 802-863-5625

or HomeShareVermont.org  for

application. Interview, references,

checks  required.

bockground
EHO.
————————————

FOR SALE

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - 1938
Chevy 4-door car and trailer. And
1984 7Z-28 Camaro. 802-463-
4342.

HELP WANTED

LUDLOW, Vt. - Looking for a
seasonal, part-time job through
winter? Come join our cleaning
team. Flexible days/hours, no
weekends or holidays. Call 802-
342-3767.

LUDLOW, Vt. — Okemo Valley
TV/WLUD is seorching for its
next Executive Director to lead the
organization info its next chapter.
We are a small but vibrant
community-based  multi-media
organization, headquartered in
Ludlow. With the recent addition
of community radio we are evolv-
ing fo serve and engage with the
community in different ways. To
learn more about the position
and how to apply, please visit the
station’s website at okemovalley.tv.
N

OTHER

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — Need a ride
in Springfield and surrounding
areas. Food for special occasions.
Soup, stews, or dinner delivery.
Even some light cleanup. Call Jim

Theetge at 802-738-7790.

SNOW PLOWING

LUDLOW, Vt. — Snowplowing and
sanding, Ludlow areq, residential
only. Reasonable rates. Contact SK

Logging at 802-384-0313.

Art Crafts Gifts

OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5

(01/14/26 - TFN - 13 )

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops

68 Main St.,, Springfield VT 802-885-7111

Holiday Open House Dec. 6, 1210 4
Enjoy live music by Erik Johansson while you shop.

Workshops- Info & register: https://galleryvault.org/workshops/
Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends, Dec. 6 & 13

Joyful Moments - New Open Wall Show

Builders/Contractors
PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction.
Framing. finish carpentry, custom showers and file work, hard-
wood flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in
Proctorsville. 802-558-5267.

02/11/26 - 13)

ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT

Booking for winter 2025 and spring 2026 projects. Offer car-
pentry, remodeling, interior & exterior painting, window & door
replacements, vinyl siding washing, pressure washing, drywalll
repairs, and odd jobs. Call 802-591-0019 or email billr2808@
gmail.com. Cavendish, V.

(05/06/26 - 26)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER
Painting Interior and Exterior

All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well
802-263-9693 rogcaw@msn.com

Roger, Perkinsville, VT

(12/05/25-13)

Campground

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND

2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com.

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large
Private Sites!
(02/25/26 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC

Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m. -5 p.m.

(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)

4. BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks ¢ $250 for 26 Weeks * $400 for 52 Weeks

Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereatfter.

Electrician

KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT

Licensed and Insured

Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”

(01/28/26 - 52)

Masonry

DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free esftimates.
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or
stoneartd9@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com.

(02/18/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY

Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls,
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates.
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.

(04/08/26 - 26)

Tools

$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$

PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(12/17/25-13)
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Farm & Wilderness dam

removal grant

PLYMOUTH, Vt. - Farm
& Wilderness Founda-
tion was awarded up to
$180,000 in funds by Wa-
tersheds United Vermont
(WUYV), under a Dam Re-
moval Design and Imple-
mentation Block Grant
(Dam Removal DIBG).
Removal projects are to
achieve improvements to
Vermont’s water quality,
and to provide cobenefits
including flood resilience,
aquatic organism passage,
and aquatic and ripar-
ian habitat improvements.
The WUV award is part of
CWIP grant from the Ver-

mont Agency of Natural
Resources.

Farm & Wilderness
Foundation is a 501(c)(3)
that specializes in operat-
ing summer camps, and its
subsidiary, Farm & Wilder-
ness Conservation, man-
ages more than 5,000 acres
of land, most of which is in
Plymouth and Mount Hol-
ly. The awarded funds were
used in the planning, per-
mitting, removal, and site
restoration of Rockefeller
Dam in Plymouth, Vt.

The result of this com-
pleted project includes the
installation of 3.5 acres of

floodplain, about 550
linear feet of instream
habitat restoration, %
stream miles recon-
nected for stream equi-
librium and aquatic or-
ganism passage, and the
stabilization of about
11,800 cubic yards of
sediments.

Questions about the
project can be directed
to Jay Kullman, execu-
tive director, at jay@
farmandwilderness.
org; or Elisabeth Rondi-
none, conservation co-
ordinator, at elisabeth@
farmandwilderness.org.

Valley Street Dam

The Vermont Journal

PROS TO KNOW

successfully removed ——

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
The Mount Ascutney
Regional ~Commission
(MARC) and Connecti-
cut River Conservancy
(CRC), in partnership
with the Town of Spring-
tield, have removed an
old dam on Valley Street
in Springfield, Vt.

The removal of the
14-foot-high by 33-foot-
wide concrete structure
will improve flood safety,
water quality, and fish
passage on a tributary of
the Black River locally
known as Mile Brook.
CRC and MARC began
working with the Town

of Springfield and State of
Vermont on this project in
2018, and after eight years
of grant writing, engineer-
ing design, and permitting,
the removal of the old dam
was completed in Septem-
ber 2025.

The town originally built
the dam in 1938, to create a
swimming area, but closed
the pool in 1953 due to
“contamination and unhy-
gienic conditions” For the
past 72 years the dam was
slowly degrading and trap-
ping sediment upstream,
resulting in significant wa-
ter quality impacts.

Funding for design, per-

mitting, and construction
was provided by the State
of Vermont Ecosystem Res-
toration Program (ERP),
a Dam Removal Design
and Implementation Block
Grant (DRDIBG) adminis-
tered by Watersheds United
Vermont (WUV) and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice National Fish Passage
Program. Local contrac-
tors hired for this project
include Ripple Natural Re-
sources LLC, of Randolph;
Paula Sagerman, a historic
preservation  consultant
based in Brattleboro; and
Crown Point Excavation
LLG, of Springfield, Vt.

W

DIAMOND POINT WEALTH PARTNERS
Formerly Huntley Financial Services
Derek Karner

802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

Securities and investment advis offered throy ghn ic Wealth, Inc., Mem b FINRA/SIPC Osaic Wealth is separately
owned and other entitie: d/ lor marl kl nes, produ f endent o f() ic Wealth.

e
Helie’s Carpets, LLC
FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS
Let us Floor You - Our Prices Won’t!

603-542-9979
www.heliescarpetnh.com
281 Washington Street, Claremont, NH

GENEBAL

AUTO SALVAGE Co.mc
New Hampshire and Vermont's Largest Auto Recycler!!!

WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete - Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

800-562-3845 - 603-542-9595 - sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743

45 TAYLOR HILL
ATHENS, VT 05143

T AYLOR EXCAVATING LLp

TRUCKING & EXCAVATING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS, LAND CLEARINGS, DRIVEWAYS
COMPLETE HOUSE SITES
LANDSCAPING, WALL BUILDING
LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905 802-289-1508
DAN

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

\

%%, BEARDMORE o
5 _PAINTING ,9

PV
KL

& DERK BEARDMORE
JP’ beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

NS S Lo,
S ELECTRIC 2

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com - info@llelectricservices.com

15 Barker St. Tel: 802-460-3479
Bellows Falls, VT 05101 Fax: 802-460-3480

Extinguisher Sales & Service

Kitchen Fire
Suppression Systems
Extinguisher Sales & Service

On-Site Maintenance & Service
Residential & Commercial
Over 20 Years Experience

Your Local Extinguisher Company
802-779-1928 | business@marblevalleyfire.com
PO Box 1609, Rutland, VT 05701

Hometown
APPLIANCE

“No Wait, Always in Stock!”

e

All major brands

Financing Available
Delivery Available

New appliances 958 John Stark Highway

Newport, NH 03773
603-543-4111

New Furniture

www.crazy-eds.com

GEMENT
ITALL!

FOR ALL OF YOUR SEPTIC NEEDS
Tank Locating - Cleaning - Pumping - Inspections
Repairs - Pipe Thawing - Jetting - Snaking
Portable Toilets ® Handwashing Stations
Restaurant Grease Traps and Line Clearing gz

302-463-9444

Westminster, VT « www.bestsepticvt.net

| pa®
Hollllays

MasterGard

Noel Hoffmann

Dog Training and Behavior Consulting.

-Positive, science based instruction.
-Private, one-to-one training.
-All season facility.

www.noelhoffmann.com / 802 375-5560
Read my reviews!

Westminster, VT - Five minutes from exit 5, I-91
CPDT-KA, KPA-CTP, IAABC-CDBC, Fear Free Certified.

Having a dog should be a joy not a battle'

For every behavioral problem there is a positive solution.

==

MORNINGSIDE
Service Station

* Custom Exhaust with Warranty
* Full Service Repair Facility

% Veteran Owned & Operated %

(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH

Like Man’s Best
Friend... We’re
there for you.

==
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REGION - There are
three values for any home
on the market: what the
seller thinks it’s worth, what
the buyer thinks it’s worth,
and what a professional ap-
praiser will think it’s worth.
The key to a successful pur-
chase is to get those three
numbers to align.

You never want to assume
that the asking price of a
home is also its fair mar-
ket value. Home values are
somewhat subjective and
always changing.

Buyers should always
do their research, taking
time to determine the mar-
ket value of a home before
making an offer. Otherwise,
you risk overpaying.

Market value is what a
fully informed, willing buy-
er would pay for a home.
It's an amount informed by
prices other buyers have
recently paid for nearby,
similar homes - called com-
parable homes, or “comps.”

Comps usually consider
five key criteria when cal-
culating a home’s value, as
follows.

Timeline - In a typi-
cal market, comps include
homes sold in the past three
to six months.

Location - Comps should
be pulled from the same
neighborhood, and in close
proximity to the home in
question.

Home size - Comps
should have the same
number of bedrooms and

Specializing In

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Complete Site Work

From Clearing to Finish
Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Equine Land Development & Ponds

bathrooms, same number
of stories, and a similar
square footage. The lot size
and presence of a garage or
basement should be similar,
too.

Features - Comparable
homes should have similar
amenities and level of fin-
ishes and updates.

Age - The homes being
compared should be rough-
ly the same age. Newer
homes have newer designs,
layouts, systems, and appli-
ances, which can increase
value.

In order to determine a
home’s value using comps,
three to five comps are
collected and grouped to-
gether. Then, a report is
generated determining a
market value, based on the
sale prices and details of
these homes. You could get
two types of reports, based
on who is doing the calcula-
tions. These are a compara-
tive market analysis, or an
appraisal.

A comparative market
analysis (CMA) is a report
typically generated by a real
estate agent, used to come
up with an accurate list
price/estimate of a home’s
sale price.

An appraisal is a report
generated by a licensed ap-
praiser, and its typically
used for financing approval.

Keep in mind that the
market value you receive
from your agent or an ap-
praiser can differ depend-

David Chaves
EXCAVATING

Family Owned & Operated Scnce 1950

ing on a few factors. These
include:

Market speed - If your
local real estate market is
moving slowly, you might
have to depend on comps
that are older or less rele-
vant, which could affect the
results.

Comp selection — When
multiple relevant comps are
available, different agents or
appraisers might choose to
use different comps, which
can affect the outcome
slightly.

Valuation of features -
The agent or appraiser will
add or subtract value based
on the features of a specific
home, and different agents
or appraisers may assign
slightly different values to
home features.

The value of some home
features comes down to
individual buyer prefer-
ences. If a swimming pool
is factored into the price of
a home, but you plan to just
fill it in and relandscape, it
doesn’t make sense to pay

extra for it. If you love new
carpeting, it may be worth
paying a little more for a
house with new, high-end,
wall-to-wall carpet. But if
you're going to tear it out to
install hardwoods, it’s not. If
your idea of home cooking
is popping something in the
microwave, you probably
don’t want to pay a premium
for a gourmet kitchen when
a nice, reasonably sized one
would suit you just fine.
Many features of a home
can be changed by the own-
er, like finishes, and even
home size. However, you
cannot change where the
home is located. That's why
location is such an impor-
tant factor in a home’s value.
Outside of standard market
appreciation, a home’s land
will only increase in value if
the area around it improves.
For buyers, the biggest
risk in valuing a home in-
correctly is overpaying.
Other consequences in-
clude losing financing af-
ter appraisal, or not getting

BARRETT
&VALLEY

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

802-228-5333

PRICE REDUCED | 188 STATION ROAD | MOUNT HOLLY
5 MINUTES TO JACKSON GORE AT OKEMO
Four bedroom home on dead end road with easy access to VAST
2 snowmobile trail and Healdville hiking trail.

Text Listing Agent Alex Eatmon
at 802-345-7886 for more information

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation
www.KelleyRealEstate.com

your offer accepted at all.

Even if you and the seller
agree on a price, the ap-
praiser’s valuation will de-
termine the amount your
lender will loan for the
property. When you agree
to pay too much, it can be
hard to get financing. If the
appraisal comes in too low,
it’s possible you will have to
come up with a larger down
payment, or you risk the
deal falling apart.

There’s also some risk in
valuing a home too low. If
you miscalculate, the seller
may not accept your low
offer, and you may have to
move on to another home.

Generally speaking, if
youre purchasing a newer
or well-maintained home,
the home is likely worth
more than the land today.
But in 50 years, without
upkeep, the land would

probably be worth more.
The physical structure, ap-
pliances, and materials usu-
ally depreciate over time,
assuming everything in the
home is left original.

The value of land, how-
ever, is much more volatile
and difficult to predict. A
home within close proxim-
ity to desirable shops, res-
taurants, city centers, or at-
tractions will generally have
a higher value compared to
a home farther from these
perks. But those amenities
and their desirability can
change over time.

If you’re buying a home
with a view or near a long-
standing city center, then
odds are good that its value
will appreciate, but land val-
ue is never guaranteed.

Article provided by Zil-
low Group.

MARY W DAV IS

REALTOR & ASSOCIAT

HELPING YOU MAKE MEMORIES SINCE 1958

802.228.8811

info@davisandcompany.com
www.okemorealestate.com

Primel.endingm

Purchase | Refinance | Renovation

VICTORIA BLODGETT

PRODUCTION MANAGER | NMLS: 179656

@ vbprimelending.com < vblodgett@primelending.com

126 Main St #1C | Ludlow, VT 05149

‘“ ) 802-683-8697

Home Loans Made Simple

eLending, a PlainsCapital Company (PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649) Equal Housing Lender.
Lending. a PlainsCapital Company, PrimeLending VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964 MB. V052323

2D

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

Call or email today to rent nJE wp@ﬁ'“' office@newportss.com

or reserve your unit!

SELF STORAGE

(603) 865-5226

682 John Stark Hwy Newport, NH 03773

Visit Us

11 Bowen St., Claremont (Next to Walmart)

One Stop Postal Shop

Full Service Pack and Ship Store
Authorized shipping with

@ FedEx 2=

Get Your Mail Here 24 Hour Access
Mailboxes as Low as $15 per Month

Your One Stop Shop for:

Boxes - Packing - Shipping - Shredding
Passport Photos - Notary - Faxing - Printing - Laminating
Document Scanning

Amazon returns accepted with a label
Call or visit us online for help printing
carrier return label through Amazon

onestoppostalshop.com - 603-420-2262

UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE.

Visit Us
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Claremont MakerSpace
Holiday Maker Market —

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Celebrate the season and
support local makers at the
annual Claremont Maker-
Space Holiday Maker Mar-
ket, on Saturday, Dec. 6, from
10 am. - 2 p.m.,, at 46 Main
Street in Claremont. This fes-
tive craft fair showcases the

Christmas in Weston ——

WESTON, Vt. - Its be-
ginning to look a lot like
Christmas in Weston. On
Saturday, Dec. 6, from 11
am. to dusk, youre cor-
dially invited to join the
entire town in our annual
official welcome to the sea-
son. Activities include visits
with Santa and Mrs. Claus at
the Weston Village Christ-
mas Shop, cookie decorat-
ing at The Farrar-Mansur
Museum, and cookie sales
on the Green. Goat petting,

creativity and talent of our
members, featuring a wide
variety of handmade goods
perfect for holiday gift-giv-
ing. Browse unique, one-of-
a-kind items such as wood-
crafts, jewelry, home decor,
art, and more, all made with
care and craftsmanship.

caroling, and horse-drawn
wagons are located at the
Vermont Country Store. At
The Little School, there will
be holiday crafts, face paint-
ing, and a reading of “Fire-
fighters to the Rescue” by
author and illustrator R.W.
Alley, plus an art lesson for
the little ones. Mel Allen will
be in town signing his “Here
in New England” book. Mu-
sic offerings will include our
local Kinnhaven students,
Nordic Harmoni with their

Like us on Facebook! @VermontJournal 'i

JOINOUR &
HOLIDAY
EVENTS

Like BFDDA on FB
bellowsfallsvt.org

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6

Sit, Stay, Slay Saturday

Dress your pet in their holiday best and stroll
downtown! Photo Station in The Square, from
2-4pm, for the Pet Costume Insfagram &
Facebook Contest.

Block Print Holiday Cards Workshop

Design, carve, and print a set of ten holiday
cards using the block printing process. Perfect
for beginners and experienced crafters alike,
from 10am-12pm, at the Little Art Supply
Store. $40.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7

Sunday Sweater Shenanigans

Wear your funniest or coziest holiday sweater
while shopping and dining in downfown
Bellows Falls. Photo Station from 2-4pm for
Favorite Sweater(s) IG & Facebook Contest.

Help Us Help Local Families &
Earn Up to $5 Barn Bucks/Day
through 12/21

STy ~
s =
LOCAL FOOD BANKS
Receive $1 Barn Buck (in-store credit) for each
non-expired canned or non-perishable food item.

Y0YS |ForT vors

TOYS FORTOTS

Receive $1 Barn Buck (in-store credit) for each
new, unwrapped gift you donate in our store.

*Check our Website for Details*

Donations go to: Black River Good Neighbor Services, Chester Andover
Family Center & Windham County’s Toys for Tots

7 Pineview Drive, Chester 802-875-WEED

DownToTheRootsVT.com ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT
AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or
use of cannabis may carry significant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law.
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The effects of edible cannabis may be
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration,
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience
harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the
influence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
As the holiday season ap-
proaches, at the Spring-
field American Legion
Post 18, we are commit-
ted to serving our com-
munity and honoring
our veterans.

We are hosting our
winter toy and food drive
to ensure that families in

Enjoy a cheerful holi-
day atmosphere, connect
with our creative com-
munity, and find some-
thing special for everyone
on your list. Admission is
free. Come shop local and
make this holiday season
handmade.

Santa Lucia, and both “A
Christmas Carol” and “A
Weston Winter Cabaret”
by the Weston Theater
Company.

Most activities are free;
donations will benefit the
Weston Volunteer Fire

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Join Clara on her magi-

Department  (WVED). cal journey to the King-
Come and visit the dom of the Sweets in the
WVED tent on the Green Dance Factory’s 34th an-

nual “The Nutcracker,”
on Saturday, Dec. 13, at
7 p.m., and Sunday, Dec.
14, at 2 p.m., at Spring-
field High School in
Springfield, Vt.

A delight for audi-
ences of all ages, “The
Nutcracker” is set to

and buy your raffle tick-
ets for more than $3,000
in prizes. Santa will arrive
on the fire engine to light
off the fireworks display
at dark.

For a full schedule of
activities, visit www.we-
stonvt.net.

HOCIDAY

MAKER MARKET &
OPEN HOUSE

USE THE QR CODE OR VISIT
‘CLAREMONTMAKERSPACE.ORG
TO LEARN MORE

DECEMBER 6TH 10 AM - 2PM CMQ

LT R LE TN

Fresh-Cut NH
Christmas Trees

Handmade Balsam Wreaths
“Tasteful” Gifts:

Store open daily 9-5:30 Jam, Maple, Honey
Beave;lPond llzarm Our Grass-Fed Beef
1047 John Stark Hwy,
Newport, NH & Local Meats
603-543-1107 Lots of locally produced foods
Find us on

Gift Certificates

Facebook & Instagram

Springfield have a joyful
holiday. From now until
Dec. 6, we welcome dona-
tions of toys, nonperishable
food items, and monetary
contributions. These will go
directly to the Springfield
Santa Claus Club gift giv-
ing, Christmas meal boxes,
and our Angel Tree for
Veterans, helping those in

The Vermont Journal

Springfield American
Legion winter toy drive -

need and spreading holiday
cheer. All donations may
be dropped off at the VFW
Post 771, 191 River Street,
Springfield, Vt. Your gen-
erosity makes a meaningful
difference in the lives of our
neighbors and veterans.

Thank you for your com-
passion and community
spirit.

The Dance Factory
presents “The Nutcracker”

Dance Factory performers in “Nutcracker” costume.

Tchaikovsky’s romantic
score, and features a light-
ed, growing Christmas tree,
whirling snowstorm, and
gorgeous custom costumes.

The Dance Factory’s
“Nutcracker” showcases a
cast of student and adult
dancers from Windsor and
Winham counties and be-
yond. Featured soloists in-
clude McKenzie Bachinski,
of Springfield, as the Nut-
cracker Prince; Michaela
Golden, of Claremont, as
Clara; and Amelia Allen,
of Springfield, as the Snow
Queen; with Suzanne Stern
as the Sugar Plum Fairy.
Choreography is provided
by “Nutcracker” director
Ashley  Hensel-Browning
and Dance Factory founder
Susan Hagan, who staged
the studio’s first “Nutcrack-

PHOTO BY DENISE E. PHOTOGRAPHY

er” in 1992.

This family-friendly pro-
duction - Vermont’s lon-
gest running version of the
beloved holiday tradition
- has given generations of
regional dancers the invalu-
able opportunity to work
their way up to lead roles
that most studios outsource
to professionals. Proceeds
totaling in excess of $25,000
have gone to support area
arts programs, including
the Springtield High School
drama club.

Tickets for “The Nut-
cracker” can be pur-
chased at Tinas Hallmark
and Woodbury Florist in
Springfield, and Sage Jew-
elry and Gifts in Chester, or
online at www.dancefacto-
rynutcracker25.eventbrite.
com. Limited tickets will be

available at the door.
Performances will also be

Hanuwkbbat—~ Kwanzaa

Omisoka
Saint Nicholas Dayr

Boxing Day

Whatever you celebrate, from our family at Lundgren Subaru
of Claremont, we wish you the best of health and happiness

LUNDGREN

Subaru of Claremont
SUBARU 2 family run business since 1964

152 Charlestown Rd, Claremont, NH 03743
www.lundgrensubaruofclaremont.com

recorded and broadcast by
community partners SAPA
TV, and archived on SAPA’s
on-demand website, to en-
sure accessibility for all.

The Dance Factory is cel-
ebrating 41 years of bring-
ing quality, artistic, and
inclusive dance and move-
ment training to the greater
Springfield community. For
more information, please
visit www.dancefactoryvt.
com.

Merry
and

Bright

The Vermont Journal

603-542-9966
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Christmas bazaar

WESTMINSTER, Vt. -
The First Congregational
Church of Westminster,
3470 U.S. Route 5 in West-
minster, Vt., would like to in-
vite you to celebrate Christ-
mas with us. There will be a
variety of events to get and
keep you in the Christmas
spirit, starting with our an-
nual Christmas bazaar.

The Women’s Fellowship
will hold its annual Christ-
mas bazaar on Saturday,
Dec. 6, from 9 am. - 2 p.m,,
at the church. The Christmas
Shop will be open, and will
include crafts, candles, gifts,
handmade items, attic trea-

VSO holiday concert

GRAFTON, Vt. - The Ver-
mont Symphony Orchestra
(VSO) invites audiences
across the state to celebrate
the holiday season with its
beloved annual Brass Quin-
tet and Counterpoint Cho-
rus holiday concert tour,
visiting the Grafton Com-
munity Church, 55 Main
Street in Grafton, on Satur-
day, Dec. 13, from 5-7 p.m.
Admission is free with ad-
vanced registration required
at  www.vso.org/vso-event/
brass-quintet-counterpoint-
chorus-grafton; seating is
limited.

Conducted by Nathaniel
G. Lew, this cherished VSO
tradition brings together
festive brass and choral
music in a joyful program
featuring traditional carols,
contemporary works, and
a world premiere by a Ver-
mont high school composer.

This year’s performances

sures, and homemade baked
goods. Buy a ticket for our
choice raffle with amazing,
locally donated gift options.

At 11 a.m., Santa will visit.
Children of all ages are in-
vited to do a craft project
and take a photo with Santa.
Also, the Christmas Cafe
will be open for lunch, with
soup, chili, sandwiches, and
beverages. Come and get
your shopping done, or just
spend time with friends in
the cafe.

Next, on Sunday, Dec. 7,
from 4-5 p.m., join us for a
musical evening when the
Westmoreland Town Band

include timeless carols such
as “Silent Night,” “Deck the
Halls,” and “The First Now-
ell” and a focus on composi-
tions by Vermont composer
Erik  Nielsen alongside
works of Moses Hogan for
chorus, and Tylman Susato
and Anne McGinty for
brass.

“The Brass Quintet and
Counterpoint Chorus tour
remains one of the Vermont
Symphony Orchestra’s be-
loved and enduring holi-
day traditions,” said Elise
Brunelle, executive director
of the VSO. “Each year, this
program unites Vermont-
ers across communities and
generations, inviting them
to share in the warmth,
beauty, and joy that live mu-
sic brings during the holiday
season.”

In collaboration with Mu-
sic-COMP, the VSO proudly
showcases new works by

Fundraising Event

‘Festwal of Li gbts
Saturday, December 6th
Live Auction 5:30pm

Preview starting at 5pm

JAMAICAN

plays their Christmas Ex-
travaganza. This Christ-
mas concert held in West-
minster, upstairs at the
Congregational Church,
is for the whole commu-
nity. The band is known
throughout New England
for its excellence, and will
kick off their Christmas
season in Westminster.
A selection of Christmas
music will be performed.
After the concert, refresh-
ments will be served, and
there will be a chance to
meet the band and visit
with friends and neigh-
bors.

emerging Vermont com-
posers, to highlight the
creativity and talent of
young musicians across
the state. This year’s pro-
gram features a world
premiere by Sam Acus, a
Mount Mansfield Union
High School student,
multi-instrumentalist,
and Music-COMP com-
poser. A lifelong musi-
cian headed to Berklee
College of Music next
year to study jazz man-
dolin, Acus explores the
topic of climate change
and collective hope in his
composition.

For more information
and to reserve tickets,
visit www.vso.org.

SHOUT

l A HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

OF LIGHT AND JOY

Presented
by the
Springfield
Community
Chorus
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Springfield Downtown

Holiday Program

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
The Springfield Regional
Chamber of Commerce
and Springfield on the
Move invite you to par-
ticipate in the Springfield
Downtown Holiday Pro-
gram, on Friday, Dec. 5.

Beginning at 4 p.m.,,
Springfield on the Move
will sponsor the Down-
town Sticker Map, start-
ing at 56 Main Street in
the Springfield Regional
Chamber of Commerce

office.
Then, festivities ramp up at
the co-op/M&T Bank park-

inglot.

Starting at 5:30 p.m., the
Springfield Community
Band will play.

At 6 p.m., Santa will make
his grand entrance. Santa
will light the Community
Holliday Tree, and then sit
with children young and
young-at-heart, listening to
their secret wishes.

Other activities include

cookies and hot chocolate
at the Springfield Congrega-
tional Church, and kids’ tree
decorating at the Springfield
Library.

The Springfield Regional
Chamber of Commerce
would like to thank our com-
munity partners HB Energy,
for everything they do; the
Springfield police and fire
departments, for escorting
Santa; and John Landry and
WCER for broadcasting live
from the event.

Gypsy Reel holiday
concert in Springfield ——

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
On Wednesday, Dec. 10,
Gypsy Reel and a spe-
cial guest are coming
to Springfield. Camille
Parker on mandolin,
Claudine Langille on
banjo, Graham Parker on
fiddle, and special guest
Jon Clinch on guitar are
back for a holiday con-
cert to brighten up your
season with “A Christ-
mas Festival of Song and
Story; their centuries-
spanning range of festive
music. You'll enjoy mod-
ern Christmas favorites,

SATURDAY DEC 6:AT 7 PM

CHESTER BAPTIST (JHbR(IH, 162 MAIN ST, CHESTER, VT 05143,

SUNDAY DEC: 7 AT 3 PM

FI‘RST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, 77 MAIN ST, SPRINGFIELD, VT 05156

- B N

\PPRECIATED.

Green

fireside

Specialties

GET COZY. GIFT LOCAL.

Mountain

beloved carols, traditional
Celtic instrumentals, and a
few unexpected surprises,
too. In between, Clinch will
share a favorite passage or
two from Charles Dickens’
“A Christmas Carol,” and his
own award-winning com-

panion novel “Marley”

Please join us Wednesday,
Dec. 10,at 7 p.m., at the First
Congregational Church, 77
Main Street in Springfield,
for a midweek concert. The
concert is supported by a
free-will offering.

802-952-9570

the first house on the left!

Sugar House Open Dmly

PRODUCE
CHEESES

Our own pressed sweet

and a great wine selection!

VT grown trees
Handmade Wreaths
& Roping

* APPLE * 4BERRY

* PEACH « BLUEBERRY
* PUMPKIN « PECAN

* PUMPKIN CHEESCAKE
* FLOURLESS

FRESH TURKEYS

cider, amazing craft beers A\’

ORDER NOW BY PHONE OR ONLINE

. Homemade

Pies from
scratch

JEWELZ

Your one-stop shop for a perfect Vermont holiday. CHOCOLATE TORTE

*Vermont Flannel *
* Vermont Teddy Bear *
* Runamok Maple Syrup *
* S'mores & Hot Cocoa Kits *
* Vermont Made Candy & Treats *
* Chandler 4 Corners Pillows & Rugs *

Santa Claus

is coming to our

Garden Center

Saturday, Nov. 29
from 10-12

& Saturday, Dec. 6

from 10-12

Small Group Catering
Order Two Days Prior

Whole Turkey & Ham Dinners
Available for Thanksgiving & Christmas
Feed Families of 4, 8, or 12

Celebrating 1 Year Anniversary ;s
\. At Our Brick and Mortar Location ( The Tradition of Vermont.

) ( The Comfort of Home.

Now Open 4 Days a Week
Thur 10am-6pm / Fri-Sat 10am-7:30pm / Sun 10am-5pm

6023 US Route 5 » Westminster, VT

2568 Route 103, Proctorsville VT 05153

(802) 722-3395
allenbrotherstarms.com

Open Monday-Friday: 9AM- 5PM & Saturday: 10AM-2PM

www.gmfireplace.com
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“The Light Pirate” book

discussion

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Join the Rockingham Free
Public Library for a book
discussion with Vermont
Humanities Council fa-
cilitator Eric Bye, about this
year’s Vermont Reads selec-
tion, “The Light Pirate” by
Lily Brooks-Dalton. The
book discussion will take
place on Thursday, Dec. 4,
at 6 p.m., at the Rocking-
ham Free Public Library in
Bellows Falls, Vt., 65 West-
minster Street.

According to the Ver-
mont Humanities Council
website, “Named after a
catastrophic storm, Wanda
is born into a world that’s

rapidly changing. Rising
sea levels and devastating
weather patterns transform
her coastal Florida town. As
she moves from childhood
to adulthood, Wanda adapts
to this remade landscape,
finding adventure, love, and
purpose in a place largely
abandoned by civilization.
Told in four parts — power,
water, light, and time - “The
Light Pirate’ by Lily Brooks-
Dalton is a meditation on
the beauty and violence of
an untamable wilderness.
It considers the dissolution
of the human-made world,
and helps us see how human
connection,  adaptability,

HEAD

Walk-In Only Salon
Valari Freeborne
Owner/Operator

UARTERS _

Tue & Fri, 9am-5pm
Wednesday, 9am-12pm
Saturday, 7:30am-12pm

Estd. 1988

802-885-9595
Springfield Shopping Plaza
Springfield, VT

VERMONT'S
BEST BOOT

FITTERS

Q LUDLOW, VT

FISCHER A AATOMIC STOCKLI: Nororca

[ sat, Dec. 13
9AM-2PM |

ol

AT WINTERPLACE
[=] @ T0P OF A&B QUAD
— ON OKEMO

and a little bit of magic
might guide us to a new
future”

This Library event is
free and open to the pub-
lic, and made possible by
support from Vermont
Humanities.

For more information
about this and other pro-
grams, call 802-463-4270,
visit www.rockinghamli-
brary.org, or stop by the
library at 65 Westminster
Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.
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Jane Austen holiday at
the Rockingham Library

BELLOWS FALLS,
Vt. — Celebrate a Jane
Austen holiday at the
Rockingham Free Pub-
lic Library, on Saturday;,
Dec. 6, from 11 a.m. - 1
p.m. This will be a Re-
gency-inspired celebra-
tion of fun and elegance.

In honor of the 250th
anniversary of Austen’s
birth, the Friends of
the Rockingham Free
Public Library invite all
to a delightful celebra-

tion filled with Regency-
era (1811-1820) activities.
The Ukulelians will join
in for some spirited tunes.
There will also be a dem-
onstration of period dance
steps, a featured favorite
in the plots of Austen’s
six celebrated novels, in-
cluding “Pride and Preju-
dice” There will also be
demonstrations of crafts,
and delicious tea party
foods of the era. Ginger-
bread cookie decorating

will start at 11:30 a.m.,
in the youth department.
Winning tickets for our
holiday raffle items will be
drawn at the end of festivi-
ties.

All are invited, and en-
couraged to dress in their
Regency-era best.

For more information,
call 802-463-4270, visit
www.rockinghamlibrary.
org, or stop by the library
at 65 Westminster Street,
Bellows Falls, Vt.

“Capturing the Night Sky” with SoVerA

SAXTONS RIVER,
Vt. - Please join South-
ern Vermont Astronomy
Group (SoVerA) on Tues-
day, Dec. 9, at 7 p.m., ei-
ther in person at Vermont
Academy’s Horowitz Hall
in Saxtons River, Vt, or
on Zoom at www.zoom.
us/j/94691230307#success,
for SoVerA’s public monthly
meeting.

We are excited to host
Dorian Sanders, who will be
presenting his astrophotog-
raphy.

Sanders, a professional

B>

THREE BEARS
% ?!

4 m
1‘

ANTIQUES |}

Like us on

@VermontJournal

COME FOR THE FOOD, STAY FOR THE FUN!

802-228-7797

Kitchen Hours Mon—Fri 4-9pm, Sat 12-9pm, Sun 12-8pm

Monday Open Mic Night at 8:30pm
Tuesday Trivia at 6pm with Rick Davis
Thursday Irish Session with Gypsy Reel at 6:30pm

photographer,  instructor,
and national tour guide,
uses digital equipment to
capture photos of distant
night sky objects and com-
bines them with our famil-
iar terrestrial scenes. His
photography journey began
at age 13, when he received
his first digital camera, and
from that moment on, he
was hooked. He's spent years
honing his skills, constantly
upgrading gear, and prac-
ticing in the field to turn
his passion into a lifelong
pursuit. He is, in his words,

OPEN HOUSE
December 5-7

Open from 5:30-7
on Dec. 5 & 6

26 The Common
Chester, VT
802-875-6041

“a landscape astrophotogra-
pher who's all about chasing
the beauty of the night sky”

Visit www.sovera.org for
more information about So-
VerA.

Christmas Farmers

Market

SPRINGFGIELD, Vt. -
The Springfield Farm-
ers Market invites you to
join us at our 15th annual
Christmas Market, on Sat-
urday, Dec. 13, from 10
am. - 1 p.m., at the Unit-
ed Methodist Church, on
The Square in downtown
Springfield, Vt.

We offer natural beef,
pork, sausage, and kiel-
basa, artisan breads, free-
range eggs, holiday pies
and baked goods, custom-
designed batik clothing and
accessories,  handcrafted
holiday notecards and
stationary gifts, beeswax
candles, a large array of
fabric arts and kitchen ac-

& ]
Fabrics & Crafts

It's a Material World.

4

10% OFF

LIMIT 1 PER PERSON, PER TRANSACTION.

STORE HOURS: MON-SAT 10A-5P, SUN 11A-4P

3607 CLAREMONT RD. CHARLESTOWN, NH
www.franksbargaincenter.com

MUST HAVE COUPON.

IN STORE ONLY
VALID 10/1/25-12/31/25

Unleash Adventure at

FROSTY FUN & FIT CAMP

December 29 to January 2 | 8:00AM-4:00PM

No Camp Thursday; Jan. 1

Swimming, BOGA, fitness and fun for kids
ages 6-12. Sign up for the whole camp or .
specific days! Financial assistance and
Second Child discount available.

=

Health and 140 Clinton St, Springfield, VT
D i 802-885-2568
ReCﬁE},tITCgQ www.edgarmay.org

cessories, delicately-crafted
gifts from locally-sourced
woods, jams, jellies, pickles,
relishes, and a full range of
local maple products.
You’ll find all the neces-
sities for holiday gifting
and entertaining, so don’t
forget to stop in. For more
information, contact sfog@
vermontel.net.

Historical
Society

is Shaw’s
Give Back
beneficiary

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
During the month of De-
cember, the Bellows Falls
Historical Society will be
the beneficiary of the Shaw’s
Give Back Where it Counts
program, at the Ames Plaza
Shaw’s grocery store in Wal-
pole, N.H.

This is a reusable bag pro-
gram created to support the
local community, and to ex-
pand environmental aware-
ness. For each reusable bag
sold, $1 will be donated to
the Bellows Falls Historical
Society Museum, located at
46 Canal Street in Bellows
Falls. The display where bags
can be purchased is near the
checkout counters at Shaw’s,
or ask an employee in the
store if you can’t find it.

So, if you are out grocery
shopping this month of
December, please consider
purchasing one or two of
the reusable bags. For more
information about the his-
torical society, visit www.
bellowsfallshistoricalsociety.
org. We would sure appreci-
ate your support this holiday
season.
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