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JAN. 13 – Edgar May re-
mediation and expansion 
project moves ahead
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 

removal of PCBs and other 
chemicals from 140 Clinton 
Street is Phase 1 of a three-
phase project that also in-
cludes the construction of a 
13,000-square-foot addition 
that will connect the recre-
ation center to the foundry 
building. When all phases 
are complete, the recreation 
center will be expanded by 
31,000 square feet, with an 
indoor walking track and 
turf field.

By Paula Benson
FEB. 1 – R4R brings in 

$20,000 for cancer and dia-
betes research
LUDLOW, Vt. – On Sat-

urday, the first day of Feb-
ruary, temperatures hit the 
single digits, but that did 
not stop more than 50 racers 
from turning out at Okemo 
Mountain as part of the an-
nual fundraiser and com-
petition Runs for Research 
(R4R). Currently in its 
eighth year, the event raises 
money for cancer and diabe-
tes research, and was found-
ed by two ski-racing sisters 
from Ludlow, Cami Blount, 

16, and Chloe Blount, 14.
By Paula Benson
FEB. 5 – The Killarney cel-

ebrates 20 years
LUDLOW, Vt. – One of 

Ludlow’s longstanding es-
tablishments, a favorite of 
both locals and visitors alike, 
The Killarney, is still going 
strong, and preparing to 
celebrate their 20th anniver-
sary. The Killarney is a con-
venient après ski stop, but 
also has the feel of a neigh-
borhood hangout. Mark and 
Judy Verespy began the work 
to reopen the fine dining res-
taurant as an Irish pub in late 
2004, and first welcomed 
customers on Feb. 5, 2005.

By Paula Benson
MARCH 5 – Rockingham 

fire departments to merge
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

Rockingham residents voted 
191-102 in favor of con-
solidating the Bellows Falls, 
Rockingham, and Saxtons 
River fire departments. The 
decision to merge the three 
fire stations will allow for 
quicker response times be-
cause firefighters will now 
be a part of the fire depart-
ment where they also reside, 
eliminating the need for re-
sponders to drive past a fire 

station with town-owned  
equipment they are not au-
thorized to use.

By Joe Milliken
MARCH 18 – Rocking-

ham Selectboard autho-
rizes Bellows Falls Train 
Station purchase
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

After more than three years 
of planning, testing, and 
fundraising, the Rocking-
ham Selectboard approved 
the purchase of the historic 
1923 Bellows Falls Train 
Station, located on Depot 
Street, at the Island District 
in Bellows Falls. Currently 
owned by the Vermont Rail 
System, the purchase of the 
Bellows Falls Train Station 
has been a long and involved 
process for the town.

By Joe Milliken
MARCH 26 – Peter Bur-

rows named Springfield 
School District superinten-
dent
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 

Wednesday, March 26, the 
Springfield School District 
announced the appointment 
of Peter Burrows as superin-
tendent, effective July 1, for 
a term of one year. Burrows 
brings more than 30 years 
of experience in public edu-

cation to the role, including 
10 years as the superinten-
dent of the Addison Central 
School District in Vermont, 
and the past 20 months as 
school superintendent for 
Milton Public Schools in 
Massachusetts.

By Paula Benson
APRIL 7 – Former teacher 

returns to Union Street as 
principal
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 

Springfield School Board 
met on Monday, April 7, 
to appoint a list of new and 
returning staff members at 
area schools. Lyndsie Per-
kins was named as the new 
principal of Union Street 
Elementary School. Perkins 
is an alum of the Springfield 
School District, and was 
a classroom teacher at the 
Union Street School for nine 
years.

By Paula Benson
APRIL 7 – 100 River 

Street renovation project in 
Phase 1
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 

multiphased project will ul-
timately include a 162-unit 
senior living community and 
assisted care facility planned 
for 5 Pearl Street. Additional 
housing for residents of all 

ages is also part of the plan, 
with the goal of addressing 
at least a small fraction of the 
town’s affordable housing 
shortage.

By Paula Benson
APRIL 11 – Longtime 

WNESU educator Kate 
Kane named Central El-
ementary principal
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

Kate Kane, a local, longtime 
educator in the Windham 
Northeast Supervisory 
Union school district, was 
recently named the new 
principal at Central Elemen-
tary School. A 1984 Bellows 
Falls Union High School 
graduate and valedictorian, 
Kane grew up in nearby 
Cambridgeport, and after 
high school earned a bach-
elor’s degree, majoring in 
English and Classics, from 
Tufts University in 1988.

By Paula Benson
MAY 23 – Chester hears 

school board controversy
CHESTER, Vt. – The Ches-

ter Selectboard heard sev-
eral comments from citizens 
pertaining to the events of 
the previous meeting on 
May 7. At that meeting, the 
selectboard had been pre-
sented with two candidates 

to fill a vacancy on the Green 
Mountain Unified School 
District Board. One of the 
candidates, John Keller, had 
recently pled guilty to do-
mestic assault. The board 
declined to recommend a 
candidate at the meeting, 
and only Vice Chair Arne 
Jonynas openly expressed 
disapproval of Keller.

By Nick Giberti
JUNE 5 – Bellows Falls 

youth softballers win 
fourth consecutive cham-
pionship
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

Bellows Falls entered the 
playoffs as the No. 3 seed, 
and traveled to rival Spring-
field, where they won 31-17 
in a three-and-a-half-hour 
game.
  In the championship 

game, the following night on 
the same field, Bellows Falls 
defeated Chester 13-3 to 
claim their fourth consecu-
tive VYSU championship, 
dating back to 2022. During 
this four-year stretch, Bost-
wick’s teams have posted an 
almost unbelievable record 
of 42-2.

By Joe Milliken

2025 year in review, part 1

BY PAULA BENSON
The Vermont Journal

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Selectboard 
met on Monday, Dec. 22, 
at 6 p.m., in the Springfield 
Town Hall.
  Jeff Mobus, whose tenure 

as Springfield town man-
ager is expiring, said, “As 
my term as town manager 
comes to an end, I want to 
take a moment to express 
my sincere gratitude to 
the many people who have 
made this work so mean-
ingful and rewarding.” Mo-
bus went on to thank the 
selectboard, town office 
staff, and Springfield citi-
zens.
  He addressed the resi-

dents of Springfield di-
rectly, saying, “Thank you 
for your engagement, your 

patience, and your com-
mitment to the town we 
share. I would also like to 
recognize my family, whose 
patience, encouragement, 
and understanding have al-
lowed me to be Springfield’s 
town manager. The long 
meetings, late nights, and 
constant demands of public 
service are shared by those 
at home, and I am deeply 
grateful for their unwaver-
ing [support].”
  Mobus thanked the staff 

for their “professionalism, 
dedication, and teamwork,” 
saying, “The work of local 
government is demand-
ing and very public, and it 
is carried out every day by 
people who take pride in 
their work and in serving 
others. I have been fortu-
nate to work alongside so 
many capable and commit-

ted colleagues.”
  Mobus also wished his 

successor, Scott Pickup, for-
mer municipal manager for 
the Town of Rockingham, 
“all good things as Spring-
field’s next town manager.”
  The board heard a follow-

up report from Fire Chief 
Paul Stagner, Deputy Chief 
John Claflin, and structural 
engineer Todd Hindinger, 
regarding the inspection 
they had conducted at 12 
Central Street following 
complaints from neighbors.
  The inspection had iden-

tified “serious structural 
and health issues with the 
property that must be re-
paired to comply with town 
ordinances.”
  Severe problems with the 

sewer, roof, and structural 
supports, as well as de-
bris collecting in both the 

main building and in the 
detached garage, were de-
tailed in the report.
  Ultimately, the board 

agreed to 30 days compli-
ance for immediate health 
and safety fixes to the prop-
erty, and 180 days to make 
major structural repairs. 
The motion to accept the 
report and adopt the re-
quired actions was amend-
ed to clarify ordinance ref-
erences, and to include the 
detached garage, passed 
with a unanimous 5-0 vote.
  The middle-income 

housing committee re-
ported to the selectboard 
that they continue to work 
to address the shortage of 
housing for working house-
holds. Committee Chair 
Vin Fusca told the board 
that the committee’s rec-
ommendations included 

forming an advisory group, 
exploring the creation of a 
real estate investment fund, 
and partnering with exist-
ing development agencies. 
The board discussed mod-
els from other communi-
ties, the concept of forming 
an ad hoc committee, and 
strategies for prioritizing 
and leveraging local hous-
ing inventory.
  Resident Laurie Whaley 

voiced a complaint related 
to gun range activity near 
Brockway Mills Road. Ac-
cording to Whaley, the po-
lice department uses a sec-
tion of a rural area near her 
home as a training ground.
  Whaley reported that 

her quality of life is being 
significantly impacted in a 
negative way due to an in-
crease in the frequency and 
duration of the shooting ex-

ercises. Although no formal 
action was taken, the board 
discussed options for miti-
gation, including restricting 
hours, improving neighbor 
notifications, and exploring 
alternate training locations. 
It was determined that the 
police chief and town ad-
ministration will work with 
Whaley and other agencies 
to better manage and limit 
range use, seek operational 
changes, and report back 
on progress.
  A public hearing will be 

held at on Monday, Jan. 12, 
2026, at 6 p.m., concerning 
the July 1, 2026 – June 30, 
2027, town budget. Citizens 
can attend in person at the 
town hall, 96 Main Street, 
or online via Zoom. The 
link can be found on the 
town website, www.spring-
fieldvt.gov.

Jeff Mobus steps down as Springfield town manager
See REVIEW on Page 2
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WE BUY USED CARS & TRUCKS!
Complete – Delivered. Will pay $300 and up for 2014 or newer

800-562-3845 – 603-542-9595 – sales@generalautosalvage.com
239 Old Newport Road, Claremont, NH 03743 

New Hampshire and Vermont’s Largest Auto Recycler!!!
Happy

Holidays!

FOR ALL OF YOUR SEPTIC NEEDS

(603) 543-3166
16 Morningside Lane, Charlestown, NH

Veteran Owned & OperatedVeteran Owned & Operated

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC.  Osaic Wealth is separately 
owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

Derek Karner
802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

Formerly Huntley Financial Services

Kitchen Fire
Suppression Systems

Extinguisher Sales & Service

On-Site Maintenance & Service
Residential & Commercial
Over 20 Years Experience

Your Local Extinguisher Company
802-779-1928 | business@marblevalleyfire.com

PO Box 1609, Rutland, VT 05701

YOUR ONE STOP 
BUILDING &

MODERNIZING
CENTER

409 Main Street  •  603-542-5111
CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03743

FIBER INSULATION  •  ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

LOU@LAMBERTSUPPLY.COM

HELP WANTED
Call the Store Today!

603-542-5111
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LAMBERT
SUPPLY CO. INC.

Corey Wragg
office@wraggbrothers.com

802-674-5890
P.O. Box 110, Ascutney, VT

www.wraggbrothers.com

HELP WANTED IMMEDIATELY
CDL B  DRIVERS &  LABORERS

802-376-9714
jamaicanjewelz.com

Now Open 4 Days a Week
Thur 10am-6pm / Fri-Sat 10am-7:30pm / Sun 10am-5pm

Small Group Catering
Order Two Days Prior

Whole Turkey & Ham Dinners
Available for Thanksgiving & Christmas

Feed Families of 4, 8, or 12

Celebrating 1 Year Anniversary
At Our Brick and Mortar Location

65 SQUARE, BELLOWS FALLS

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
 4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88  FREE FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
78237XDS    separately $300.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

SAVE 57%

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping 
address that includes 78237. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items may be 

substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales 
are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/25. 24M7165  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7199  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 78237XDS

Order 
Now!

Scan Now To Order

GET 8
FREE
BURGERS
A $22 value!

926926

603-863-3694603-863-3694
Used Cars - TrailersUsed Cars - Trailers

Lawn & Garden EquipmentLawn & Garden Equipment

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
The magic of the holidays 
came alive in Bellows Falls at 
this year’s Parade of Lights, 
and we’re thrilled to share 
the winners with you. Thank 
you to everyone who joined 
us, cheered on the floats, and 
voted for your favorites.

  This year’s Cheermeiser 
is The McCormick Family, 
and the title of Lightmeiser 
goes to Adams Trucking & 
Excavation.
  More photos and videos 

of the parade can be viewed 
at www.bellowsfallsvt.org/
parade-of-lights-gallery.

Parade of Lights 2025 winners

The McCormick Family with their Charlie Brown fl oat.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Adams Trucking & Excavation, with a lit excavator and tree 
on their trailer.

PHOTO PROVIDED

BF American 
Legion Christmas 
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On Saturday, Dec. 20, the Bellows 
Falls American Legion Post 37 held a free Jolly Ol’ Meet 
and Greet day. The Legion shared in activities with more 
than 60 families and kids.
  In attendance and pictured here, left to right, were 
The Story Lady (Mrs. Westfall), Santa Claus (Walt Smith), 
Hannah, and Commander Mike Viveivos. The event 
included gift-giving to all children, craft projects, and 
snacks.

PHOTO PROVIDED

@VermontJournal@VermontJournal

JUNE 25 – Springfield 
welcomes Kinney Drugs 
to the Plaza
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –   On 

June 25, regional drug-
store chain Kinney Drugs 

posted the news Spring-
field residents were waiting 
for – Kinney Drugs will be 
taking over the Springfield 
Plaza location beginning 
the first full week of Au-
gust, after acquiring the 
pharmacy from Rite Aid.

By Paula Benson

REVIEW
From Page 1
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Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use 
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT 
AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or 
use of cannabis may carry signi� cant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law. 
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The e� ects of edible cannabis may be 
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience 
harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the 
in� uence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.

7 Pineview Drive, Chester • 802-875-WEED
DownToTheRootsVT.com • ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

Shop & Save with Us 
this Holiday Season!
Special Savings: 12/24-1/4

Buy 1 THC or CBD product, Get 2nd for 20% O� 
Can Mix & Match products for this deal!

(*excludes bulk bar � ower)

Limited Time O� er

Holiday Hours 

FREE DTTR BUFF
for every $125 you spend!

WED 12/24      11am-4pm
THU Christmas     CLOSED
FRI 12/26      11am-7pm
SAT 12/27      9am-6pm
SUN 12/28      9am-4pm
MON 12/29      11am-6pm
TUE 12/30      11am-6pm
WED 12/31      11am-6pm
THU New Years      Noon-7pm
FRI 1/2      11am-7pm
SAT 1/3      9am-6pm
SUN 1/4      9am-4pm

*Check our Website for Details & Flash Deals*
BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

Calm Moments
Massage Studio
101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

802.228.7772
www.calmmomentsmassage.com

Open Seven Days a Week
Couples Massages Available

Purchase Gift Certificates & Book Online

REGION – Southeast 
Vermont Transit (SEVT 
aka the MOOver) an-
nounces the addition of 
two new members to its 
board of directors.
  Trisha Paradis joins the 

board as the executive di-
rector of the Springfield 
Family Center. She has 
18 years’ experience in 
the medical and human 
services fields. The Fam-
ily Center provides com-
munity meals and food 
distribution throughout 
the Town of Springfield.
  Erin Ladd is the direc-

tor of planning and zon-
ing for the Town of Lud-
low. She was a program 
manager for the Mount 
Ascutney Regional Com-
mission and the director 
of planning and develop-
ment for Brizaga Inc., of 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. She 

also teaches skiing at Oke-
mo Mountain Resort.
  Erin and Trisha complete 

the SEVT Board’s nine-

member roster. The board 
meets on the third Tuesday 
of the month, at 10 a.m., via 
Zoom.

MOOver welcomes two 
new board members

Erin Ladd.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Trisha Paradis.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WINDSOR, Vt. – On 
Tuesday, Dec. 16, the 
American Hospital Asso-
ciation (AHA) recognized 
two Dartmouth Health 
member hospitals for their 
longtime AHA member-
ships. The AHA honored 
Mount Ascutney Hospital 
and Health Center (MAH-
HC) for 75 years of par-
ticipation, and Valley Re-
gional Hospital (Valley) for 
100 years of participation. 
The award acknowledges 
the hospitals’ longstanding 
dedication to improving 
health in their communi-
ties.
  “We are grateful to the 

American Hospital Asso-
ciation for recognizing the 
enduring dedication to our 

patients, employees, and 
communities we serve,” 
said Matthew Foster, CEO 
and president of MAHHC 
and Valley. “This mile-
stone honors the history 
and ongoing commitment 

of our teams to advanc-
ing high-quality, com-
passionate care close to 
home.”

Mount Ascutney 
Hospital recognized 
for American Hospital 
Association membership

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
Health Care and Reha-
bilitation Services (HCRS), 
southeastern Vermont’s 
community mental health 
agency, is pleased to welcome 
seven new professionals who 
joined the agency during the 
month of November. These 
new hires will strengthen 
HCRS’ services across Wind-
ham and Windsor counties 
as the organization contin-
ues to evolve and respond to 
growing community needs. 
  With more than 550 staff 

working across more than 
20 locations, HCRS brings 
on new team members each 
month to ensure contin-
ued access to high-quality 
care across the region. The 
latest additions reflect the 
agency’s broad reach across 
southeastern Vermont, and 
its commitment to provid-
ing essential mental health, 
substance use, and develop-
mental services to more than 
4,000 people each year. 
  HCRS welcomes the fol-

lowing new employees: Jay 
Brandon, stabilization spe-
cialist, Bellows Falls; Am-
ber Allen, DSP community, 
Windsor; Sarah Legasse, 
public safety service coordi-
nator, Springfield; Lacey Dix, 
assistant area manager, Brat-
tleboro; Amy Wilson, DSP 
community, Springfield; Al-
lyson Handy, DSP employ-
ment, Springfield; and Nikki 

Ekenstierna, case manager, 
Brattleboro.
These professionals bring 

unique talents and energy 
to their roles, and HCRS is 
proud to have them join the 
team.

HCRS new hires

Mount Ascutney Hospital and Health Center leadership.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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real estate

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

SPRINGFIELD, VT - $199,000

www.barrettandvalley.com
CAPE W/ STUDIO APT ABOVE GARAGE/WORKSHOP!

802-875-2323

HOUSE OF THEWEEK

Wishing All 
A Happy, Healthy, and 

Prosperous Holiday Season!

603-542-7766
42 Summer Street

Claremont, NH 03743

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your 
piece of Vermont 

to fit your Dreams!

Helie’s Carpets, LLC
FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS

Let us Floor You - Our Prices Won’t!
603-542-9979

www.heliescarpetnh.com
281 Washington Street,  Claremont, NH

Hometown
APPLIANCE

“No Wait, Always in Stock!”

All major brands
Financing Available
Delivery Available
New appliances
New Furniture

958 John Stark Highway
Newport, NH 03773

603-543-4111

www.crazy-eds.com

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. • Charlestown, NH 03603

Tel: 603-826-3251 • Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

WINTER SUPPLIES AVAILABLE:WINTER SUPPLIES AVAILABLE:
ROOF RAKES, KEROSENE, HEAT TAPES, SLEDS, ROOF RAKES, KEROSENE, HEAT TAPES, SLEDS, 

PROPANE & ELECTRIC HEATER, ICE MELTS, PROPANE & ELECTRIC HEATER, ICE MELTS, 
PLUMBING SUPPLIES, WOOD PELLETSPLUMBING SUPPLIES, WOOD PELLETS

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
Part-Time & Full-Time, Inside and OutPart-Time & Full-Time, Inside and Out

diana, Iowa, Kansas, Ken-
tucky, Missouri, Montana, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, South Dakota, 
Texas, and Wyoming.

Cozy comforts
  From log cabins to fire-

places, this year’s home 
searches revealed a desire to 
feel cozy over flashy.
Related searches included 

“cabin,” “cottage,” “fire-
place,” “log cabin,” and 
“ski,” in the states of Alaska, 
Colorado, Maryland, New 
Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsyl-
vania, Tennessee, Vermont, 
and West Virginia.

Sunlight and everyday 
escape
  Americans searched for 

the joys of indoor-outdoor 
living, not through resort-
like amenities, but through 
simple pleasures that offer 
fresh air or connection with 
nature. 
  Search terms for such 

amenities included “bal-
cony,” “golf,” “patio,” “pool,” 
“solar,” and “view.” Top 
states included Arizona, 
California, Florida, Geor-
gia, Hawaii, Louisiana, and 

Nevada.
Local charm
  Across the country, peo-

ple embraced classic styles 
and historic architecture 
unique to where they live, 
such as “adobe,” “brick,” 
“Cape Cod,” “cottage,” “his-
toric,” and “Victorian.” Top 
states: Illinois, Maine, Mas-
sachusetts, New Mexico, 
and Virginia.

Homes that hold our 
whole lives
  In 2025, demand for flex-

ible living surged, as people 
consider how their homes 
can evolve to meet chang-
ing needs and work harder 
for them.
  Whether it’s creating 

space for aging parents, a 
rental unit for extra income, 
or a studio for passion proj-
ects, 2025’s home searches 
reflect a simple truth: We’re 
building homes that evolve 
with us. These are homes 
that hold our families, our 
work, and our dreams, all 
under one roof.

Written by Ian Shuler. 
Provided by Zillow Group.

2025’s top-searched home features

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation

www.KelleyRealEstate.com
802-228-5333

FOR SALE  |  19 STRAWBERRY LANE  |  LUDLOW
Close to summer fun and a quick drive to Okemo is this new custom-built 

container home waiting for some lucky peeps to chill on the deck and enjoy 
the mountain view, sauna, pool, and sled down the hill. 

Call or Text Listing Agent Ty Murray 
at 802-777-8047 for more information

Follow us!
The Vermont Journal

The ShopperLike us on Facebook!   @VermontJournal

REGION – In this year’s 
Zillow Zeitgeist, millions 
of home searches from 
2025 reveal what people 
were actually looking for in 
their next home. All those 
searches tell a story.
  The ideal home isn’t 

one-size-fits-all for shop-
pers, but a few trend-
ing themes rose to the 
top across the country. A 
full map of all states and 
their corresponding top 
home search features can 
be viewed at www.tinyurl.
com/2025homefeatures.

Let’s go swimming 
  Whether it’s for the view 

or activities, water-related 
searches made a splash for 
nearly every state – even in-
land markets.
  Search terms included 

“beach,” “dock,” “lake,” 
“ocean,” “pond,” “pool,” 
“river,” and “waterfront.” 
Top states for these searches 
were Alabama, Delaware, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Mis-
sissippi, North Carolina, 

Rhode Island, South Caro-
lina, and Wisconsin.

Living together
  The multiuse home trend 

spans coast to coast. It’s 
about adaptability – homes 
built for hosting, hous-
ing parents, or renting side 
hustles.
  Related search terms 

were “ADU,” “casita,” “du-
plex,” “guest house,” “in-law 
suite,” and “mother-daugh-
ter.” Top states for these 
searches were Connecticut, 
Idaho, New Jersey, New 
York, Oregon, Utah, and 
Washington.

Rural living
  The rural renaissance 

is real. From “horse prop-
erty” to “barndominiums,” 
Americans are searching for 
land with a purpose.
  Search terms related to 

rural life included “acreage,” 
“barn,” “barndominium,” 
“farm,” “fenced yard,” “horse 
property,” and “ranch.” Top 
states in this category were 
Arkansas, Colorado, In-
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opinionCOMMUNITY

OBITUARIES: A basic 200-word obituary is $75, and 
$0.50 per word thereafter. A black and white photo is 
an additional $10. Email to editor@vermontjournal.
com by Monday at 12 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES: All services are posted online 
at www.VermontJournal.com.

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT
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Londonderry, VT

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic

problems in the Franklin County
area since 1984.

• Water Conditioning
• Free On-Site Water
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• Iron and Manganese Removal
• Radon & Arsenic Removal
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• Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

800-252-8484
ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

What’s In Your Water?™
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Worried About
Your Water?
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Solving hard water, iron, blue 
staining, radon, and arsenic 

problems in the Windham and 
Windsor Counties since 1984

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES
MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600
NEW TIRES TOO!!

Dear Editor,

  Last week, our State Sen. 
Ruth Ward, R-Stoddard, 
stole Claremont’s Christ-
mas. In a letter to the New 
Hampshire Waste Manage-
ment Council, Sen. Ward 
endorsed a deal Acuity 
Management Inc. has been 
trying to put over on Cla-
remont since 2017. Acuity, 
based in Methuen, Mass., 
wants to bring as much as 
500-600 tons of construc-
tion and demolition waste 
into a residential neighbor-
hood in West Claremont, 
six days a week, 52 weeks 
a year. This waste would 
come from a wide region to 
be dumped on a small patch 
of land near our thriving 
Amtrak station at Clare-
mont Junction. The waste 
may contain lead, asbestos, 
mercury, PFAS, and many 
other toxic materials.
  A quick look at the post-

age stamp-sized parcel of 
land reveals that nothing 
other than plowing waste 
into piles can happen be-
fore this waste is transferred 
to Ohio. In her letter, Ward 
claims, “The company has 
shown a willingness to work 
with the community and 
the state.” In fact, Acuity is 
suing Claremont and the 
Claremont Zoning Board, 
and appealing the state’s 
decision to deny permits. 
Sen. Ward goes on to state 
that the area has little traf-
fic, when actually hundreds 
of families live in proxim-
ity and the Amtrak station 
close by has a higher num-
ber of passengers every year. 
Claremont Junction needs 
a hotel, not a toxic waste 
dump.
  Additionally, our senator 

states the project “will sup-
port jobs,” when no new 

jobs are required, other than 
a few equipment operators. 
She says Acuity “will man-
age materials responsibly.” 
How is that possible, when 
the lot is just over one acre 
(60 feet by 660 feet), and 
the materials are impossible 
to identify and sort with-
out testing. Lastly, she says 
Acuity will provide “needed 
services.” Needed services as 
determined by whom? Cer-
tainly not the nearby home-
owners, and the staff and 
students at the schools on 
Maple Avenue. This is the 
wrong project in the wrong 
place.
  Acuity needs to walk away. 

Sen. Ward needs to come to 
Claremont and meet with 
residents who would be di-
rectly affected by a major 
toxic waste operation in 
their neighborhood. 
  This project will jeop-

ardize property values; 
threaten the health of 
our children and resi-
dents; destroy our roads; 
and harm our region 
by impacting roads, air 
quality, and our chil-
dren’s health. How is it 
possible that Sen. Ward 
is willing to jeopardize 
our property values, our 
children, our health, our 
roads, our city, and our 
region? Could this be 
about greed and money? 
Everyone who cares and 
who can should take time 
to write New Hampshire 
State Sen. Ward to ex-
press their displeasure. 
Remember her when you 
vote on Nov. 3, 2026.

Sincerely,
James M. Contois, A 

Better Claremont
Claremont, N.H.

Dear Editor,

We are grateful for ev-
eryone’s support of our 
Festival of Lights fund-
raiser. We wish to extend 
a heartfelt thank-you to 
the community of Lud-
low, and the following 
businesses and indi-
viduals for their help in 
making our fundraiser 
a success. We could not 
have done it without all 
of you.
  Thanks to Eugene 

Dean, Aggie Sheldon, 
John Lampert, Mary 
Davis Realty, William 
Raveis, Ludlow Insur-
ance, M&T Bank, Berk-
shire Bank, Book Nook, 
Engel & Volkers, Boot 

Pro, Green Mountain 
Fireside, Ludlow Rotary 
Club, Magris Talc, Wine & 
Cheese Depot, Ace Hard-
ware, New England Cider 
Donuts, Beth Burlamachi, 
Geri Baitz, Cindy Tuom-
isto, Master Plumbing and 
Heating, Okemo Mountain 
School, Big Pops Sandwich 
Shop, Diamond Realty, 
You’re Grounded Coffee, 
LaValley’s Building Sup-
ply, Nick Baitz Painting 
& Property Management, 
Noah Schmidt, and Darn 
Tough Socks.

Sincerely,
Black River Academy Mu-

seum

BRAM thanks 
Festival of Lights 
participants

Write to Sen. Ruth Ward opposing Acuity

BY LISA STICKNEY
www.facebook.com/
LGMansfieldArtworks

REGION – Renewal is the 
focus for the new year. This 
time of year, we set new 
goals and set intentions. We 
plan for new possibilities. 
We make a conscious choice 
to let go of the old, which no 
longer serves us, and wel-
come the new and improved 
into our lives.
  A great way to begin the 

new year is to simplify your 
life by removing unneces-
sary items. Clean out the 
clutter of personal belong-
ings. This helps us mentally 
by creating a better flow, 
reducing anxiety, and in-
creasing our daily flow and 

productivity.
  The result of decluttering 

is uplifting. It can be chal-
lenging to get started, but 
once you do so, you will find 
it to be motivating. Lighten 
your load and free yourself 
of unwanted items that you 
either do not want, need, or 
use.
  It’s a mindset. An orga-

nized space improves your 
ability to manage your daily 
activities with more effi-
ciency. The hardest part of 
organizing your space is to 
get through all that clut-
ter. First, go through and 
remove any items that are 
nonfunctional and in your 
way. Things that are bro-
ken or damaged in any way, 
items that you never use or 

no longer fit, and belong-
ings that you just don’t like.
  Now is the time to make 

positive change. Let go of 
what no longer serves you. 
Make room for your new 
and improved space. Set 
clear goals and intentions 
for yourself and for your im-
proved home environment.  
  Start with one drawer at 

a time. It’s much less over-
whelming to begin by going 
through drawers in each 
room. Inspect expiration 
dates and toss expired med-
ications, beauty products, 
and pantry/food items. Will 
you use these products and 
medications that remain? 
Of those items that are 
left, determine if there are 
any for which you have no 

use. Donate any unopened 
products, and toss any that 
were used, or opened prod-
ucts that you don’t wish to 
keep. 
  Next, go through every 

piece of clothing you own. 
For each item, ask your-
self, “Have I worn this item 
within the last six months 
to a year, or will I want to 
wear it? Does it fit well? 
Is the color, fabric, and/or 
pattern complimentary?” If 
you answer “no” to any of 
these questions, place it in a 
donation box. Inspect your 
clothing for any stains or 
damage, and toss them into 
the trash, or you can save for 
use as rags. As you clear out 
your closet, you will free up 
space. This is so helpful in 
allowing you to much more 
easily find the clothes that 
you actually want to wear.

  In other rooms, you may 
have a collection of books 
and magazines. Keep what 
you may need for reference, 
or if it has personal mean-
ing; donate or recycle the 
rest. Documents, letters, 
receipts, and all the mis-
cellaneous paperwork that 
clutters up your office space 
should be sorted through. 
Discard or recycle any paper 
that you don’t need. Kitchen 
utensils, and odds and ends 
that you don’t plan to use 
can be donated.
  Go through your home 

and inspect what may be 
in need of repair. As you 
work through the process 
of decluttering your home, 

consider listing items on 
Facebook Marketplace, or 
set items aside if you plan 
to have a yard sale in the 
spring. Toss stained or dam-
aged items, and anything 
else can be recycled or do-
nated.
  Keep all sentimental items 

that hold meaning. Let go 
of the rest. Once you have 
finished decluttering your 
space, you will likely find 
that it makes your life easier, 
improves your mood, al-
lows for better efficiency in 
completing tasks, and will 
save time. It also creates a 
space for new ideas, creativ-
ity, and a more relaxed envi-
ronment.

It’s a new year; time to clean out your closets

LUDLOW, Vt. – The Lud-
low Rotary Club recently 
presented a check to An-
drew Moore, creative arts 
director for Black River Ac-
tion Community Coalition 
(BRACC), in support of the 
new Chester Teen Center. 
The center is spearheaded 
by Lauren Ingersoll, and is 
located at Green Mountain 
Church, 469 Main Street in 
Chester.
  The Chester Teen Center 

provides a safe, welcom-
ing space for youth ages 13 
and older, offering a bal-
ance of fun and enrichment. 
The center is open Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, 
from 3-5:30 p.m., and fea-
tures homework tutoring, 

creative work-
shops, and 
opportunities 
for teens to 
socialize and 
build friend-
ships.
  Operating 

year-round, 
the teen cen-
ter also of-
fers seasonal 
a c t i v i t i e s , 
i n c l u d i n g 
mountain biking in the 
summer and skiing in the 
winter, helping teens stay 
active and engaged through-
out the year.
  For more information 

about the Chester Teen Cen-
ter, visit www.braccvt.org.

Ludlow Rotary supports Chester 
Teen Center

Rotarian Brigid Sullivan presenting a do-
nation for BRACC’s Chester Teen Center to 
Andrew Moore.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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ACT 250 NOTICE
APPLICATION 2W0157-7 AND HEARING

10 V.S.A. §§ 6000 - 6111

The Windham Foundation, Inc. submitted application 
2W0157-7 for a project described as an amendment to a 
permit that currently allows a maximum of three events 
to a maximum of 24 outdoor events on the field located in 
front of the Grafton Trails & Outdoor Center.

The project is located at 783 Townshend Road in Grafton, 
Vermont.

The District 2 Environmental Commission will hold a site 
visit on Monday, January 26, 2026, at 9:30AM and a public 
hearing on Monday January 26, 2026, at 10:30AM. If there 
is inclement weather on January 26th then the site visit 
and hearing will be held on January 29, 2026, at the same 
times listed above. Email Stephanie.Gile@vermont.gov on 
Sunday, January 25, 2026 with questions about weather-
related postponement.

The hearing will be conducted both in-person and via 
Microsoft Teams video conferencing software (Teams). 
To access the Teams meeting, click on the following link, 
or enter the meeting ID and passcode by clicking on the 
button in the upper right corner of your Teams calendar 
window that says “# Join with an ID.”

• Teams Meeting Link: https://teams.microsoft.com/
meet/26419441399323?p=W7cXGmPL9ojwglqdkb
• Meeting ID: 264 194 413 993 23
• Passcode: Ve67f9KV

The public hearing will be held at the Grafton Town Office, 
117 Main Street, Grafton, Vermont in the upstairs meeting 
room.

If you are unable to participate in person or by using 
Teams, you may still call in to the hearing:

• Dial: 802-828-7667
• Enter Conference ID: 841 363 863#
• To raise hand: Press *5
• To mute and un-mute: Press *6

This application can be viewed online by visiting the Act 
250 Database (https://anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/Act250/Details.
aspx?Num=2W0157-7). To request party status in advance 
of the hearing, fill out the Party Status Petition Form on the 
Board’s website: https://act250.vermont.gov/documents/
party-status-petition-form, and email it to the District 2 
Office at: Act250.Springfield@vermont.gov and Stephanie.
Gile@vermont.gov.

The Commission intends to narrow the scope of the 
hearing to Act 250 Rule 34(E); Criteria 1(B) (Wastewater), 
5 (Traffic Issues), 8 (Aesthetics) unless that scope is 
expanded by the Commission at the hearing.

If you have a disability for which you need accommodation 
in order to participate in this process (including 
participating in the public hearing), please notify us as 
soon as possible, to allow us as much time as possible to 
accommodate your needs. For more information, contact 
Stephanie Gile, District 2 Coordinator, before the hearing 
date at Stephanie.Gile@vermont.gov.

Dated December 22, 2025

By: /s/ Stephanie Gile
Stephanie Gile
District Coordinator
100 Mineral Street, Suite # 305
Springfield, VT 05156-3168
Stephanie.Gile@vermont.gov

TOWN OF ROCKINGHAM
The Town of Rockingham is seeking interested businesses 
to fill the south storefront at 7 The Square, Bellows Falls, 
VT 05101. This space is available on or before February 1, 
2026 and consists of 1, 120 sft +/- on the first floor together 
with 750 sft. +/- in the basement for the term of an annual 
rent of $12,159, or monthly rent of $1,013.25 that includes 
heat, water, snow removal. The Town requests first/last and 1 
month security deposit. The tenant is responsible for electric.
To be considered for the Lease Contract, please submit 
the following items (only applications with the full list 
of requirements will be considered). 1. Business Plan to 
include intended use, hours of operation, 3-5 year pro-
forma, any financial needs* 2. Credit Report 3. Financial 
Statements with latest tax filing. For the full list email 
Development Office. Staff will verify all candidates and make 
final recommendations to the Selectboard on January 20, 
2026. * Town offers Business Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) 
for businesses looking to relocate, start-up or expand in 
Rockingham.

Please submit to The Town of Rockingham, PO Box 370, 
Bellows Falls, VT 05101 or online to Betsy Thurston 
developmentassist@rockbf.org and Gary Fox development@
rockbf.org

JAN. 5 –
CLAREMONT, N.H. – Chair 
yoga at the Claremont 
Senior Center, 5 Acer 
Heights, will be held on 
Monday, Jan. 5, at 9:30 
a.m. This class is free for 
members, with a small fee 
for nonmembers. Bring 
your own beverage and a 
snack if you need one. For 
more information, call 603-
543-5998.

JAN. 8 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – A book 
discussion about the 
Fletcher Memorial Library’s 
many fabulous cookbooks 
will be held on Thursday, 
Jan. 8, at 12 p.m., at the 
Fletcher Memorial Library, 

88 Main Street. Find a new 
recipe, or make one of 
your favorites to share at 
the book discussion. Coffee 
and tea will be provided to 
ward off winter’s chill.

JAN. 9 –
CLAREMONT, N.H. – 
Fundraiser bingo at the 
Claremont Senior Center, 5 
Acer Heights, will be held 
on Friday, Jan. 9. Doors 
open at 4:30 p.m., and 
the games begin at 6 p.m. 
This event is open to the 
public; you must be 18 or 
older to play. Concessions 
will be available through 
the intermission. If you are 
interested in helping with 
future events, please call 
Cheryl at 603-543-5998.

JAN. 12 –
CLAREMONT, N.H –The 
next senior men’s breakfast 
at the Claremont Senior 
Center, 5 Acer Heights, 
will be held on Monday, 
Jan. 12, at 8 a.m. There is 
a nominal fee, discounted 
for members. This is a 
great time to see and make 
new friends. For more 
information, call 603-543-
5998.

JAN. 19 –
CLAREMONT, N.H. – The 
American Red Cross will 
hold a blood drive at the 
Claremont Senior Center, 5 
Acer Heights, on Monday, 
Jan. 19, from 12-5 p.m. 
Please call 800-RED-
CROSS to schedule an 
appointment.

JAN. 24 –
ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – Join 
Vermont Vines Vineyard 

on Saturday, Jan. 24, 
from 5:30-8:30 p.m., 
for Jamelot, featuring 
wine in the vineyard and 
some great ‘70s and ‘80s 
dancing goodness. It may 
be chilly outside, but things 
will be hopping at Vermont 
Vines. Our tasting room 
opens at 12 p.m., so feel 
free to come early, sip some 
of our finest wines, and get 
ready for an unforgettable 
evening. Come for the wine, 
stay for the tunes. We can’t 
wait to see you there. Cover 
charge supports local farms 
and music.

SUNDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the first and third Sunday 
of every month, downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster 

Street in Bellows Falls, from 
8-10 a.m. All you can eat 
for a minimal cost.

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – The 
Perkinsville Community 
Church, 35 Church Street 
in Perkinsville, Vt., will be 
hosting live music every 
first Sunday, from 4-5:30 
p.m. This is a free event, 
but donations will be 
accepted each month to 
go towards local charities. 
Please keep an eye out 
for upcoming shows, 
they will be posted each 
month on our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.
com/PerkinsvilleChurch. 
Any questions, or to be 
added to our mailing list, 
please send an email to 
churchperkinsville@gmail.
com.

MONDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Free 
Tobacco Quit class led by 
Sarah Doyle, Mondays, 
from 6-7 p.m., at Parks 
Place, 44 School Street 
Extension, Bellows Falls. 
Dinner included. Call or 
text Sarah at 802-289-
0045 or email sdoyle@
springfieldmed.org.

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Mondays at 6:15 p.m., 
join Mikayla for a yoga 
class. Email mikayla@
mikaylasmantra.net 
to register. Visit www.
dgbodyworks.com for more 
information. Private classes 
are available.

CLAREMONT, N.H. – The 
Claremont Senior Center, 
5 Acer Heights, holds line 
dancing every Monday 
night, at 7 p.m., with 
Dorianne Lescord. Free for 

members, small entry fee 
for nonmembers. For more 
information, call 603-543-
5998.

TUESDAYS –
W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
Burger night is held every 
Tuesday, from 5-7 p.m., 
at the West Townshend 
Country Store, 6573 
Vermont Route 30, West 
Townshend, Vt. There will 
be live music provided 
by a different local artist 
each week. For more 
information, visit www.
westtownshend.org, call 
802-874-4800, email 
info@westtownshend.org, 
or message the store on 
Facebook.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Senior Center, 
139 Main Street, will hold 
drop-in corn hole games 
every Tuesday, at 1 p.m. 
For more information, 
contact executive director 
Lori Johnson at 802-885-
3933 or lorijohnsonssc@
gmail.com.

WEDNESDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Knitting Together, every 
Wednesday, 1-3 p.m., at 
Village Square Booksellers, 
knitting hats and mittens for 
our school kids. We provide 
yarn, some direction, 
and an enjoyable visit. 
Acrylic yarn donations 
are always welcome. For 
more information, contact 
Caroline at 802-463-4653.

THURSDAYS –
GRAFTON, Vt. – A free 
playgroup for children from 
newborns to age 5 will be 
held at Grafton Elementary 
School on Thursday 
mornings, from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. Activities will include 
songs, games, and arts and 
crafts. Contact Heather with 
any questions at 802-843-
4792.

LUDLOW, Vt. – A gentle 
flow yoga class for all levels 
to improve balance and 
flexibility, relieving tension 
from your day, will be held 
Thursdays, from 6-7 p.m., 
at the Black River Valley 
Senior Center, 10 High 
Street. Mats and blocks 
provided. Contact Lori 
Wright at 603-401-8123 
or loriwright163@gmail.
com to register, or with any 
questions.

FRIDAYS –
W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
Pizza night is held every 
Friday, from 5-7 p.m., 
at the West Townshend 
Country Store, 6573 
Vermont Route 30, West 
Townshend, Vt. There will 
be live music provided 
by a different local artist 
each week. For more 
information, visit www.
westtownshend.org, call 
802-874-4800, email 
info@westtownshend.org, 
or message the store on 
Facebook.
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DIRECTORY 
LISTING

Starting at $175 
for 13 weeks.

Email ads@vermontjournal.
com with your listing today

CLASSIFIEDS
Start at $20 per week 

Email ads@vermontjournal.com

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$175 for 13 Weeks • $275 for 26 Weeks • $425 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
CREATE TOGETHER AT FLETCHER FARM
Community Art Center offering Workshops, Equipped Studios, 
Camps, and More

611 Rt.103S, Ludlow, VT 802-228-8770

www.CreateTogetherVT.org
(12/9/26 - 52)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
68 Main St., Springfield  VT  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
Joyful Moments – Open Wall Show

Workshops galleryvault.org/workshops

Painting the Winter Landscape in Watercolor
with Rob O’Brien - Jan. 10. 9:30-4 $85.

Beginner Pysanky March 14 1-4:30  $75.
(01/14/26 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. 
Framing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hard-
wood flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered 
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in 
Proctorsville. 802-558-5267. 
(02/11/26 - 13)

ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Booking for winter 2025 and spring 2026 projects. Offer carpentry, 
remodeling, interior & exterior painting, window & door replace-
ments, vinyl siding washing, pressure washing, drywall repairs, and 
odd jobs. Call 802-591-0019 or email billr2808@gmail.com. Caven-
dish, Vt. 
(05/06/26 - 26)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(02/25/26 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/28/26 - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(02/18/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(04/08/26 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(03/18/26 - 13)

LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN

Town of Chester
Highway Department Laborer/

Parks and Cemetery
The Town of Chester is seeking an energetic dependable 
individual to fill the role of Highway Department and Parks 
and Cemetery Laborer. In the winter, this role includes 
working with the Highway Department which includes 
operating heavy equipment for snow removal as assigned. 
This position performs a variety of unskilled and semi-skilled 
maintenance work, and operates a variety of equipment in the 
construction, operation, repair, maintenance and replacement 
of town roads and storm drain facilities and systems. In the 
summer, this job includes assisting with burials and grave 
location, mowing and trimming Town of Chester cemeteries 
and outdoor public areas. 

The ideal candidate will have a high school diploma or GED, 
and two years of experience in a comparable position is 
required. The applicant must possess a CDL or be able to 
obtain a CDL within 6 months of hire. The Town of Chester 
offers competitive wages along with an excellent benefits 
package including health insurance, FSA, VMERS retirement, 
paid time off.

Interested parties should submit a resume to Town of Chester, 
P.O. Box 370, Chester, VT 05143.

Job Opening - Londonderry Transfer Station 
The Town of Londonderry, Vermont is accepting applications 
for part-time (5 hours per week) Transfer Station Attendant 
to work on weekends. Backhoe experience preferred. 

Applicants are asked to submit a required Employment 
Application, which can be found in the Employment section 
of the Town web site: https://www.londonderryvt.gov/
employment. 

Submit via email to townadmin@londonderryvt.org or mail 
to: Town of Londonderry, 100 Old School Street, South 
Londonderry, VT 05155. 

Position opened until filled. The Town of Londonderry is an 
equal opportunity employer.

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

15 Barker St.
Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479
Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN NH
We’re Hiring! Join Our Team Today!

Looking for a career with great Pay & Benefits? 
Look no further!

Come work for the Town of Charlestown!

We’re seeking motivated, passionate individuals to join our 
team. With competitive pay, excellent health and dental 
benefits, retirement plans, and more, this is more than just a 
job—it’s your future!

Positions Available:
Highway Dept. Driver/Equipment Operator/Laborer - FT
Water/Waste Water Licensed Superintendent - FT
FT Police Officers
Building Inspector – PT/On Call

Don’t miss out! Start your career with us today.
Apply now and take the first step toward a brighter 
tomorrow!

For more information Visit Charlestown-nh.gov, click on 
Volunteer & Employment.

Application available on the website or come in to the Town 
Office at 233 Main St. Charlestown NH

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
$$, Vintage Sports Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at 
antique centers in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

CLEAN OUTS + 
MORE
EZ-Dump Enterprises has a 
15-yard dump trailer available. 
We’re also here for heating 

equipment, appliance removal, 
home/storage unit clean outs, 
stump grinding, and refi nishing/
repairing gravel driveways. Serv-
ing Springfi eld, Vt. area. Call/text 
802-376-1168 or email ezdump.
bl@gmail.com.

FOR SALE
GRAFTON, Vt. – 2005 GMC  
Serria, SLE 2500HD DSL, 
4dr/4wd, Inspected, good condi-
tion, $8500. Call 802-732-8494. 

GRAFTON, Vt. – 2020 GMC 
Sierra SLT 2500HD DSL. Loaded. 
4dr/4wd, Fisher V-plow, 5th 
wheel  set up, side tool boxes, 
$38,000. Call 802-732-8494. 

GRAFTON, Vt. – 2020 GMC 
Sierra SLT 2500HD DSL, Loaded. 
4dr /4wd, 2025 Fisher V-plow 
w/2025 Fisher Sander, 5th wheel 
set up, $48,000. Call 802-732-
8494. 

SNOW 
PLOWING
LUDLOW, Vt. – Snowplowing and 
sanding, Ludlow area, residential 
only. Reasonable rates. Contact 
SK Logging at 802-384-0313. 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★REGION – As the Ver-
mont Farm Show works to 
rebuild the organization, 
change its tax status, rede-
fine how its board of direc-
tors works, and bring its 
beloved event back in 2027, 
it has launched a search for 
the organization’s first-ever 
director.
  The Vermont Farm Show 

is looking for an individual 
who cares about the future 
of agriculture in Vermont. 
A strong candidate will 
understand the deep roots 
Vermont has in land-based 
enterprises, and that the 
working landscape is an 
essential part of the state’s 
character. Those who work 
with and on the land, at any 
scale, with or without ani-
mals, are key to Vermont’s 
agricultural future. The 
Vermont Farm Show seeks 
to serve them, while edu-

cating and engaging youth 
and the public during their 
event.
  The Vermont Farm 

Show’s director will work 
with the board to build a 
strong organization, and 
to bring the return of a re-
newed farm show back to 
Vermont. To start, this is a 
remote, part-time position.
  For more information 

about the director position, 
the organization’s new mis-
sion, and its history, visit 
www.vtfarmshow.com.

Vermont Farm 
Show seeks 
director



8 | December 31, 2025 The Vermont Journal

arts & entertainment

In Chester, take Route 11 East In Chester, take Route 11 East 
for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto 
Green Mtn. Turnpike. We’re Green Mtn. Turnpike. We’re 
the � rst house on the le� !the � rst house on the le� !

Our OwnOur Own

Maple SyrupMaple Syrup
Member VMSMAMember VMSMA

� e Perfect Gi� ! 

Mitch’s MaplesMitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Pure Vermont 
Maple ProductsMaple Products
Sugar House Open DailySugar House Open Daily
802-952-9570802-952-9570

603-542-9966
152 Charlestown Rd, Claremont, NH 03743

www.lundgrensubaruofclaremont.com

Whatever you celebrate, from our family at Lundgren Subaru 
of Claremont, we wish you the best of health and happiness

CHRISTMAS

Los Posadas
Hanukkah

Saint  Nicholas  Day

Yule

Bodhi Day

Kwanzaa

Saint Stephen’s Day

Day of the Virgin Guadalupe

Omisoka

Saint Lucy’s Day

Boxing Day

Cheers
to the

New Year!

BREWFEST BEVERAGE CO.

brewfestbeverage.com     802-228-4261

MMaaiinn SSttrreeeett,, LLuuddllooww,, VVTT

Thank you for your continued support!

Winter Hours:
� ursday-Sunday 9-5:30

Beaver Pond Farm
1047 John Stark Hwy, 

Newport, NH
603-543-1107 

CLOSED
Dec. 25 & 26

Jan. 1 & 2

Our own beef, maple, 
jams, and pies 

Lots of local foods: 
pork, milk, cheese, 
pickles, and more

Cireen Mountain 

fireside 
Specialties 

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
There will be two electronic 
music performance con-
certs celebrating synthesiz-
ers, circuit-bending, and 
sound manipulation on 
Jan. 10 and Feb. 7, at Stage 
33 Live, 33 Bridge Street in 
Bellows Falls, Vt.
  Each session will open 

with a meet-and-greet at 
6 p.m. Get up close to the 
gear (look but don’t touch), 
talk with the performers, 
and settle into the space. 
Five 20-minute perfor-
mances will follow, starting 
at 7 p.m.
  Players will be in the 

center of the room, with 

the audience in the round 
and encouraged to roam 
throughout the show. The 
performances will range 
from cinematic and lush, to 
computeresque and urgent, 
to tuneful and poppy. It will 
get loud.
  This year’s Synthfest was 

curated by Trevor Robin-
son, and features perform-
ers who have never played 
the room before.
  Session 1 will primar-

ily feature composed songs, 
often with voice, sometimes 
with additional instru-
ments. On the schedule for 
Session 1 are Deep Seize, 
Dutch Experts, Holly Brew-

er, Snowglobe Almanac, 
and The Y Lie.
  Session 2 will feature 

more freeform impro-
visations and composi-
tions across a range of 
styles and moods. On 
the schedule for Session 
2 are Belltonesuicide, 
Bob Familiar with Glenn 
Dickson, Bosey Joe, 
Dave Seidel, and Denny 
Kemps.
  There is a suggested 

donation per event in 
advance or at the door, 
all proceeds benefit the 
performers. No one will 
be turned away for lack 
of money. Advance do-
nations through www.
stage33live.com guaran-
tee entry if the session 
sells out. Admission is 
limited to 40. All perfor-
mances will be recorded 
and filmed.

Electronic Synthfests at 
Stage 33 Live

CLAREMONT, N.H. – 
After becoming famous 
on “America’s Got Tal-
ent” and building one of 
the most successful acts 
on the Las Vegas Strip, 
Recycled Percussion has 
taken all their favor-
ite on-stage antics and 
combined them into one 
epic show for you. From 
gut-busting comedy to 
blistering-fast drum-
ming, and everything 
in between, this show 
has been called one of 
the most unique and en-
tertaining shows in the 
world for good reason.
  Maybe you are one 

of the few who have 
not had the opportu-
nity to see this fantastic 

show. Whether it is your 
first time or your tenth, 
a Recycled Percussion 
show always rocks. With a 
blank canvas to create, no 
two performances are the 
same – from interactive 
elements to jaw-dropping 
visual moments, it’s a play-
ground of creativity you 
won’t find anywhere else.
  Don’t miss this show, 

packed full of surprises 
and crowd favorites in an 

incredible turbocharged 
performance. Be part of a 
one-of-a-kind show that 
took these guys all the way 
to the entertainment capi-
tal of the world, Las Vegas.
  Recycled Percussion 

will perform two shows 
on Saturday, Jan. 17, at 3 
p.m. and 7 p.m. To pur-
chase tickets, visit www.
cohnh.org/event/recycled-
percussion-25-26-winter-
tour.

Recycled Percussion 
at Claremont Opera 
House

U.S. Navy Band 
Northeast at 
Claremont Opera 

CLAREMONT, N.H. – 
The United States Navy 
Band Northeast Pops En-
semble comes to the Cla-
remont Opera House on 
Sunday, March 22, 2026, 
at 2 p.m., for an inspiring 
afternoon of patriotic fa-
vorites, orchestral selec-
tions, and popular music. 
This family-friendly per-
formance highlights the 
remarkable talent and pre-
cision of one of the Navy’s 
premier musical units. The 
concert is free and open 
to the public, but seating 
is limited; online reserva-
tions are strongly recom-
mended. Visit www.cohnh.
org.
  Navy Band Northeast 

supports official functions, 
military ceremonies, com-
munity outreach, recruit-
ing, and public perfor-
mances across a 10-state 
region. Its primary ensem-
bles include the marching 
and ceremonial bands, the 
pops ensemble concert 
band, Rhode Island Sound 
popular music group, Jack 
Tar Brass Band, Trident 
Brass, Crosswinds Wood-
wind Quintet, and mul-
tiple protocol ensembles. 
Together, these groups 
perform a wide repertoire, 
ranging from patriotic and 
classical works, to big band 
swing and contemporary 
hits.

House

Recycled Percussion.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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