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The elves erupted in applause, anxious to get this year’s
- Christmas trip started. They watched Santa pack his bags with

toys, then helped Santa load them on his sleigh and leave the

North Pole. Amid all the excitement, the elves didn’t see that

one lonely bolt had fallen off Santa’s sleigh.
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Santa flew as fast as his reindeer could take him. Soon he was
close to Ludlow — he could even see Okemo Mountain — but
something felt wrong on the sleigh when he started to land.
“Noooooo!” Santa shouted as he held tight to the reins. His sleigh
started to shake like a freight train, then veered to the side and ...

WHAM! ... crashed just outside town.

Merry Christmas!
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Residents were climbing into
bed when they heard an
awful noise. They thought a
factory might have exploded,
or maybe a plane crashed in
town — definitely something
BIG. They rushed to their
windows to see what had

happened.
PP .

R
Sandri

CONVENIENCE STORES

(802) 875-5555 (802) 228-8662 (802)'463-3895
60 Main St, Chester, VT 224 Main Street, Ludiow, VT 809 Rockingham Rd, Bellows Falls, VT

. oo StateFarm-

HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

| ' Jerry Farnum, Agent 1\ !
y 802-885-2939
’ S * jerry.farnum.elar@statefarm.com Happy Holi days
| ., 7 "4 . ®Y" 13 Clinton St. Springfield, VT

Byl 65 Rockingham St. - Bellows Falls, VT
Mer‘ry Chri stmas Thank you for your loyalty. We appreciate you. 802-463-4940

BENSON:S CHEVROLET; INC.

Vermont’s Oldest Family Operating Dealership

ey Glrtimos
25 Pond Street, Ludlow, VT aIZd o /
802-228-4000 / D

www.bensonschevy.com




The Vermont Journal

6 | December 17, 2025

Neighbors quickly called the police to check it out, and they
couldn’t believe what they discovered. There was a mangled
sleigh, several bruised reindeer, and toys scattered all around.
And there, in the middle of it all, slumped over beside the sleigh,

was Santa himself with a big bump on his forehead.
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The police officers rushed to help Santa. “Oh, what have |
done?” Santa said. “I crashed on my very first stop! If | don’t

get help soon, children all over the world are going to wake up
disappointed.” He looked around at the wreckage — the scattered
toys, the limping reindeer — and lowered his head.
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Soon more people from Chester and Bellows Falls were showing
up at the scene, determined to do something about it. “Santa, |
can help you with your sleigh,” said a car mechanic. He pulled
tools out of his truck and got to work hammering out the dents,
fixing the broken parts, and replacing that missing bolt that the

elves didn’t notice.
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GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

7190 US Route 5
Westminster, VT 05158
802-463-1900
www.greaterfallsinsurance.com
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since 1875 Happy Holidays from Savings Bank of Walpole!
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Other people from SpringFeId and Londonderry were helping,
too. “I can heal the reindeer,” said a veterinarian. “I can fix the
bump on Santa’s head,” said a doctor. “I'll repackage all the
toys,” said a shopkeeper They worked and worked until Santa
was ready to fly again!
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“I knew this was a great community,”
Santa said, “but | had no idea you
could be so helpful and kind. You're
showing what the spirit of Christmas
really means — caring for others.” The
local people watched as Santa loaded
the last package on his sleigh, then
took off into the night sky. A hearty
“Ho, ho, ho” echoed through the
streets as he flew over the Connecticut
River into Charlestown and Claremont.
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Santa stopped quickly at every house on his way out
of town. He will never forget how a small community
came together in a big way to save Christmas!
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original art 4 fine art prints
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Whatever you celebrate, from our family at Lundgren Subaru
of Claremont, we wish you the best of health and happiness

LUNDGREN 603-542-9966
Subaru of Claremont 152 Charlestown Rd, Claremont, NH 03743

SUBARU A family run business since 1964 www.lundgrensubaruofclaremont.com
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