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LUDLOW, Vt. – For the 
past 30 years, the Ludlow 
Rotary Club (LRC) has 
participated in a variety of 
programs stressing the value 
and importance of literacy.  
Its efforts were primarily 
aimed at providing children 
with the means and tools to 
foster this objective. Rotary 
International (RI) long has 
concentrated on this pro-
gram.
  In reviewing the accom-

plishments of these pro-
grams, Kevin Barnes, LRC 
president, noted, “While our 
club has been involved in 
many projects to help, none 
has been as consistent and 
rewarding as our literacy 
programs.”
  Barnes further indicated, 

“These programs have long 
been a source of great pride 
in the club as we continue 

making books available to 
all the children in our ser-
vice area of Ludlow, Mount 
Holly, Cavendish, and 
Plymouth.”
  In conjunction with the 

Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library, LRC has provided 
appropriate reading mate-
rial to children up to age 5. 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library is a book-gifting 
program that mails free, 
high-quality books to chil-
dren from birth until they 
begin school, no matter 
their family’s income.
  The signature book of the 

Imagination Library, “The 
Little Engine That Could,” is 
recognized by most parents. 
The books are addressed 
and mailed directly to the 
children, much to their de-
light. To register your child 
or children for this program, 

visit the children’s’ section of 
Ludlow’s Fletcher Memorial 
Library, or registration cards 
can also be obtained from 
the Ludlow Rotary, P.O. Box 
216, Ludlow, VT 05149. The 
privacy of the children is 

strictly honored.
  LRC has created books, 

personalized with each stu-
dent’s name, for many years 
to the elementary schools in 
its service area as part of its 
Literacy Improvement Proj-
ect. Interestingly, one teach-
er even commented that, “I 
still have the ones created 
for my children more than 
20 years ago, and still enjoy 
giving them a read now and 
again.”
  An important part of this 

program is the awarding 
of scholarships to eligible 
graduating residents who 
live in LRC’s service area. 
LRC funds $9,000-$12,000 
in awards each year. The 
LRC has previously awarded 
$280,000 in scholarships 

through this program. The 
principal source of this 
funding is the annual penny 
sale.
  Applications for these 

awards are available through 
the school guidance officer. 
Awards are presented at the 
school’s annual award night 
program.
  In summarizing the LRC’s 

dedication to providing 
these books, Barnes said, “It 
is the long-range goal of Ro-
tary and our club to ensure 
that every student and child 
in our area are served with 
the educational and learning 
tools for a successful career 
in whatever avenue they se-
lect.”

Ludlow Rotary celebrates Literacy Week

BY SHAWNTAE WEBB
The Vermont Journal

L O N D O N D E R R Y, 
Vt. – Christina Haskins, 
of Dufrense Group, held 
a brief finding of no sig-
nificant impact (FONSI) 
public hearing prior to 
the Londonderry Se-
lectboard’s Sept. 8 meet-
ing, with updates on the 
South Village wastewater 
system. This is a routine 
procedure, and there will 
be another hearing at a 
later date for the North 
Village. 
  Haskins reported that 

the state issued a FONSI 
notice, which included 
environmental reviews 
and reports, showing that 
the wastewater system 
will not have any impact 
to the environment, en-
vironmental justice, land 
use, and more. She noted 
there is only one septic 
tank in a floodplain in 
South Village, and the 
historic preservation 
report is in review, on 
which she would provide 
updates to the board once 
complete. 
  Haskins later discussed 

Phase 1 connection recom-
mendations. She said all of 
the prioritized properties 
within Phase 1 have been 
accounted for, and they are 
still within budget to add 
more properties. “Now it’s 
not about gallons, it’s about 
dollars,” she said. At this 
time, the town can look at 
adding more nonprioritized 
properties, or prioritized 
properties that would have 
otherwise had to wait for 
Phase 2 connections. 
  The wastewater commit-

tee made recommendations, 
with the order of prioritiza-
tion as follows: Option 1, 
infill development; Option 
2, Middletown Road Exten-
sion; Option 3, Main Street 
Extension; and Option 4, 
Old School Street Extension. 
  Haskins said the board 

can look at these options and 
add or subtract properties to 
the Phase 1 connection list 
to best fit, and get the “best 
bang” for the budget. 
  On other agenda items, 

the planning commission 
notified the board of a pub-
lic hearing on Sept. 26, at 
6 p.m., regarding updates 
to the Town Plan; and an 
open house will be held on 

Oct. 24, from 3-6 p.m., to 
show off the new building. 
The town plans to invite 
the architects, engineers, all 
staff and committees, and 
the community to the open 
house. 
  A public hearing will be 

held on Sept. 25, at 5 p.m., 
to hear public comments 
regarding the CDBG-DR 
Disaster Recovery Imple-
mentation Grants. The town 
applied for a total of $2.1 
million. Projects for these 
grants include floodproof-
ing of the North Village, 
Cobble Ridge Road Bridge 
replacement, South Vil-
lage wastewater system ex-
pansion, Windy Rise Lane 
West culvert replacement, 
and Barker Road culvert re-
placement. 
  A separate public hearing, 

which was scheduled for 
Sept. 22, has been resched-
uled for Sept. 29, to adopt 
the updated Town Plan, 
which expires on Oct. 2. The 
town needs to have the plan 
finalized to apply for the 
CDBG funding. 
  The Londonderry Select-

board meets on the first and 
third Monday of the month, 
at 6 p.m. 

Londonderry wastewater 
updates, grants

Rotarian George Thomson presents books to students at 
Cavendish Town Elementary.
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BY NICK GIBERTI
The Vermont Journal

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
Chester Selectboard held 
the first of its two regularly 
scheduled September meet-
ings on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 
beginning by again hearing 
from Matt Bissell, of Du-
fresne Group, concerning 
the replacement of sewer 
mains and a sewer pump 
station. The sewer main to 
be replaced is located along 
Depot Street, from First Av-
enue to the town office on 
Elm Street, and the pump 
station to be replaced is lo-
cated on the north side of 
Flamstead Road.
  The board heard at their 

previous meeting that the 
State of Vermont intended 
to issue a finding of no sig-
nificant impact for one por-
tion of the project, and Bis-
sell informed the board that 
now the same was true for 
the remainder of the project.
  The board then moved 

on to discuss the possibility 
of a 1% local options tax on 

rooms, meals, and on-prem-
ises alcohol sales in Chester. 
Town manager Julie Hance 
told the board that the in-
tention is for the tax money 
collected to be placed in 
the Housing Reserve Fund, 
which is to be used for the 
development of housing in 
Chester.
  While several board mem-

bers, including Tim Roper 
and Vice Chair Arne Jony-
nas, voiced tentative sup-
port, Board Chair Lee Gus-
tafson expressed his general 
opposition to attempting to 
solve problems through tax-
ation. “My view of [taxes],” 
Gustafson said, “is [not to] 
add [to them] without seri-
ous consideration.” 
  During the discussion it 

was noted that the select-
board does not have the 
authority to unilaterally 
enact the tax by itself; final 
approval will be given by the 
voters of Chester. However, 
the board must decide what, 
if anything, to present to the 
voters with regard to the tax.
  The board opted to con-

tinue the discussion mov-
ing forward, suggesting 
that it would likely be 
ongoing over several 
months.
  Next, the board turned 

to the proposed Class 4 
road policy, which Jony-
nas told the board was 
drafted primarily by the 
Chester Conservation 
Committee (CCC), of 
which he is a part. In re-
sponse to a question from 
Knapp, Jonynas noted 
that much of the docu-
ment is aspirational, and 
that the more legalistic 
sections are in general 
“based on state policy.”
  “We’re only allowed to 

do, on a local level, what 
the state lets us do,” Jony-
nas said.
  Paul Bidgood, a Ches-

ter landowner who has an 
ongoing dispute regard-
ing a Class 4 road abut-
ting his property, and 
who is also a member of 
the CCC, spoke to the 

Chester talks taxes, roads, 
and mineral funds

See CHESTER on Page 2
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drilling contractors in New England

800-831-8883  cushingandsons.com

Dependable Water Wells and Pump Systems
Well Drilling • Geothermal Systems

Services and Repairs • Water Treatment

We’re Here to 
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Serving Vermont & New Hampshire Since 1972

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC.  Osaic Wealth is separately 
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Derek Karner
802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

Formerly Huntley Financial Services

Complete Financial Advisory Services
Comprehensive Investment Management

Life Insurance
Fixed and Variable Annuities
Retirement Income Strategies

* * *
Call for an Appointment Today!

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use 
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT 
AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or 
use of cannabis may carry signi� cant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law. 
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The e� ects of edible cannabis may be 
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience 
harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the 
in� uence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.

7 Pineview Drive, Chester • 802-875-WEED
DownToTheRootsVT.com • ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

A Distinctive Dispensary Experience
Serving Micro-Dosers, Newbies & Legacy Consumers

Local Craft Grown THC & CBD Products
Friendly Knowledgeable Sta� 

Loyalty Points Program • Debit Cards Accepted

10-20% Discounts Everyday
Veterans • Seniors • Medical Cards • VT & NH Residents

Value Menu MON & TUES
Specials on bulk & half ounce � ower, pre-rolls & vapes 

Happy Hour Savings THURS & FRI
Daily Deal DOUBLES between 4:20-5:20pm

Maria’s Mexican Deal FRIDAYS
      Purchase $50 worth of products and receive a 

$10 coupon for Maria’s Mexican 
(located across the street), 5:30-7pm

*Check our Website for Details*

15 Baltimore Rd, North Springfi eld • (207) 512-0503
Open Tuesday – Saturday, from 10 am – 5 pm

Get your Fall Decorations 
and Mums Now!

9” Mums - $8.00 each

board about several of 
his concerns with the cur-
rent draft of the policy. 
Among them was his 
feeling that the policy 
should include a stipula-
tion that road work be 
handled only by contrac-
tors with verified insur-
ance, and that anyone do-
ing road work indemnify 
the town against possible 
death. “Road construc-
tion is a hazardous activ-
ity, fraught with peril and 
danger,” Bidgood said.
  Chester resident Derek 

Suursoo also addressed 
several of his concerns 
with the board, claiming 

that other selectboards have 
encountered issues at the 
state level when attempting 
to enact Class 4 road poli-
cies. Suursoo felt it was un-
fair to adjacent landowners 
that the policy stated that the 
town will not be maintain-
ing Class 4 roads, but none-
theless wants access to the 
roads. He also felt that mo-
tor vehicle use should not be 
allowed. “If I had a policy,” 
Suursoo stated, “I’d have a 
policy of hooves, paws, and 
boots.”
  Jonynas encouraged Su-

ursoo to attend CCC meet-
ings, to present his concerns 
there, and to observe the 
spirit in which the policy is 
being crafted by its mem-
bers.
  The board will continue 

discussion of the policy at a 
future meeting.
  Finally, the board dis-

cussed potential withdrawal 
and investment of the Cy-
prus Mineral Funds, in the 
amount of $223,000. These 
funds were generated when, 
in 1997, the Chester Select-
board sold mineral rights on 
a piece of town property, and 
the money was then placed 

in public funds. “Over time, 
the funds have grown,” 
Hance told the board, saying 
that, since 1997, the town 
now has mechanisms in 
place to be able to invest the 
funds, which could then be 
used in other ways.
 One possibility discussed 

was to use the funds as a re-
volving loan fund within the 
town departments. How-
ever, Suursoo noted that any 
such use would need to be 
carefully monitored to en-
sure that the funds are not 
depleted. “It’s very easy to 
take and not put back…and 
you’re just going to have to 
stay all over it,” Suursoo said.
  The board was generally 

in agreement that the funds 
should not be depleted, and 
felt that the best way to en-
sure this did not happen was 
to craft a policy for their use 
prior to withdrawal of the 
funds. Hance told the board 
she would bring a draft pol-
icy to the board at a future 
meeting.
  The Chester Selectboard 

will hold their next meet-
ing on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Chester 
Town Hall.

CHESTER
From Page 1

LUDLOW, Vt. – Join the 
Upper Valley Medical Re-
serve Corps at the Fletcher 
Memorial Library in Lud-
low, on Monday, Sept. 29, at 
5:30 p.m., for a free personal 
preparedness planning pre-
sentation.
  At this presentation, at-

tendees will learn how to 
build a go-bag for your 
household (pets includ-

ed); create evacuation and 
shelter-in-place plans; stay 
connected with loved ones 
during an emergency; and 
access tools and resources 
like VT-ALERT and CARE.
  Whether it’s a power out-

age, flood, or storm, having 
a plan makes all the differ-
ence. Come away with prac-
tical tips to keep yourself, 
your family, and your com-

munity safer. Fletcher 
Memorial Library is lo-
cated at 88 Main Street, 
Ludlow, Vt.  Please call 
802-228-8921 with any 
questions, and find ad-
ditional information 
regarding the library at 
www.fmlnews.org. This 
program is open to the 
public, free of charge, and 
accessible.

Disaster preparedness 
program at FML

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – Fund-
ing is now available through 
the Laurance & Mary Rock-
efeller Fund for organi-
zations and projects that 
preserve and enhance the 
physical, cultural, spiritual, 
and wellness environment 

of the people in the Town of 
Woodstock and surround-
ing communities. The fund 
awards grants ranging from 
$1,000 to $5,000.
  Applications will be ac-

cepted from organizations 
and projects serving the 

towns of Barnard, Bridge-
water, Hartland, Killing-
ton, Plymouth, Pomfret, 
Reading, and/or Wood-
stock. Applicants must 
be serving one or more of 
these communities to be 
eligible to apply. The fund 
will consider requests for 
general operating or proj-
ect/program support.
  Applications will be ac-

cepted through on Tues-
day, Oct. 14, at 5 p.m. 
The advisory committee 
meets in the fall to con-
sider applications for the 
following year. Notifica-
tions and awards will be 
sent to applicants in Janu-
ary 2026, and grant terms 
will cover the calendar 
year for 2026. Visit www.
vermontcf.org/rockefeller 
to learn more and apply.

Funding available in Plymouth

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
GFWC Okemo Valley 
Women’s Club met for 
their first meeting of the 
2025-2026 year on Mon-
day, Sept. 8. 
  The evening’s speak-

er was Darlene Remy, 
OVWC member and 
GFWC state president, 
who spoke about the 
many benefits of being 
members of GFWC.
  The club recently held 

their annual fundrais-
ing yard and bake sale in 
August, with great suc-
cess thanks to the gen-
erosity of the area com-
munity.

  Upcoming events in-
clude the state fall meet-
ing, to be held in Ludlow, 
in October, and the north-
eastern regional meeting, 
from Oct. 31 – Nov. 2, at 
the Inn at Mills Falls at the 
Lake, in the Lakes Region 
of New Hampshire.
  Also to be held will be the 

GFWC International Day 
of Service, in which clubs 
worldwide participate in 
one day of advocacy, pro-
motion, and volunteerism. 
This year, the IDS focuses 
on uniting GFWC clubs to 
end domestic and sexual 
violence, both in the Unit-
ed States and internation-

ally. The OVWC club will 
hold two drives on Satur-
day, Sept. 27, from 11 a.m. 
– 2 p.m., to collect personal 
items to benefit southern 
Vermont centers that sup-
port victims of abuse.
  The next meeting of the 

Okemo Valley Women’s 
Club will be held Monday, 
Oct. 13, at the Black River 
Valley Senior Center in 
Ludlow. 
  Anyone wishing for more 

information, or to attend, 
may contact President Sal-
ly Scarp at 407-242-0901, 
Membership Chair Su-
zanne Garvey at 802-236-
4341, or any member.

Okemo Valley Women’s Club
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Call or Text Listing Agent Ty Murray 
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GRAFTON, VT - $625,000
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802-843-2390
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REGION – Buying a 
home is one of the biggest 
moves you’ll make, and it’s 
about more than just find-
ing the right place. The 
mortgage you choose plays 
a huge role in your bud-
get, your options, and how 
smoothly things go from 
offer to closing.

Which loan options 
make the most sense for 
me?
  Not every mortgage is 

built the same. From fixed-
rate loans that give you 
predictable monthly pay-
ments, to adjustable-rate 
options that can start lower 
and change over time, the 
right fit depends on your 
goals. There are also pro-
grams that require little to 
no money down, renova-
tion loans that roll home 
improvements into your 
mortgage for one simple 
payment, and loans backed 
by the VA or USDA for eli-
gible buyers.

What will my monthly 
payment look like, and 

what’s included?
  Your payment isn’t just 

the loan amount. It may 
also cover property taxes, 
homeowners insurance, 
and possibly homeowners 
association (HOA) fees. 
Prime Lending can run 
different scenarios, so you 
can compare how changes 
in your down payment, 
loan term, or taxes and 
insurance can affect your 
monthly cost.

How much cash will I 
need to close, and can that 
number be adjusted?
  Upfront costs typically in-

clude your down payment, 
closing costs, and prepaid 
expenses like taxes and 
insurance. Prime Lending 
can show you ways to man-
age these costs, from nego-
tiating seller credits, to ap-
plying for down payment 
assistance programs, to ad-
justing your loan structure. 
This way, you can keep 
more of your cash for mov-
ing, home improvements, 
or your emergency fund.

How do interest rates 
and annual percentage 
rates (APR) work, and 
when should I lock in my 
rate?
  Your rate impacts your 

monthly payment, while 
APR shows the overall cost 
of borrowing when you 
factor in fees. Prime Lend-
ing can help you watch 
market trends, compare 
different rate and point 
combinations, and choose 
the right time to lock so 
you’re protected from sud-
den increases during the 
buying process.

  What’s the typical time-
line to closing, and how 
do we keep it moving?
  Getting to closing day 

usually involves multiple 
steps – application, under-
writing, appraisal, and fi-
nal approval. I’ll walk you 
through each stage, explain 
what’s needed from you, 
and help you avoid com-
mon slowdowns like miss-

ing documents or 
delayed inspections. 
With our automated 
underwriting system 
reviewing your file 
early in the process, 
we can often clear key 
steps sooner, which 
may help you close 
your loan several days 
faster than traditional 
methods. Staying on 
track means you can 
get into your new 
home sooner.
  These questions are 

just the starting point. 
Once we start the 
conversation, we can 
dive deeper into the 
answers that matter 
most to your situation 
and your goals. Let’s 
get your questions an-
swered and your plan 
in motion.

  Submitted by Vic-
toria Blodgett, Prime 
Lending, Ludlow, Vt.

Five questions to ask before you 
choose your mortgage SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –

These handsome 3-month-
old brothers are full of per-
sonality and charm. They 
love their veggies – especial-
ly crunchy lettuce – and will 
squeal with delight when 
they hear the rustle of the 
veggie bag. Elijah and Judd 
are playful little guys who 
love to chase each other 
around and keep us enter-
tained with their silly an-
tics. Watch-
ing them play 
tag is sure to 
bring a smile 
to your face. 
We’re cur-
rently offer-
ing half off 
their adop-
tion fee, so 
now’s the per-

fect time to give these sweet 
boys a loving forever home. 
  Stop by the Green in 

Chester during the Chester 
Fall Festival, Sept. 20-21, 
from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., and 
meet some adorable ani-
mals.
  Springfield Humane So-

ciety, 401 Skitchewaug Trail, 
Springfield, Vt., 802-885-
3997, www.spfldhumane.
org.

Elijah and Judd
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obituaries

Ramona Torrey, 2025

Dolores B. Daubenspeck, 
1928-2025

Anthony C. Cook, 1953-2025

SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT 
301 SOUTH STREET

SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT 05156 
WWW.SSDVT.ORG 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR…

A MEANINGFUL CAREER

    FAMILY FRIENDLY HOURS

    COMPETITIVE WAGES 

EXCELLENT BENEFITS

APPLY
TODAY

SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS, SCHOOL NURSE SUBSTITUTES, 
SPEECH LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST, CERTIFIED OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST ASSISTANTS, 

INSTRUCTIONAL PARAEDUCATORS, CUSTODIAL STAFF AND SUBSTITUTES 

NEW SUSTITUTE PAY STRUCTURE!! NEW SUBSTITUTE PAY STRUCTURE!!

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
 4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88  FREE FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
78237XDS    separately $300.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

SAVE 57%

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping 
address that includes 78237. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items may be 

substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales 
are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/25. 24M7165  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7199  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 78237XDS

Order 
Now!

Scan Now To Order

GET 8
FREE
BURGERS
A $22 value!

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish
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FOOD SHELF

POWNAL, Vt. – Anthony 
Charles Cook, 72, a life-
long resident of Pownal, 
Vt., passed away peacefully 
on Friday, Sept. 5, 2025, 
at Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
Medical Center in Leba-
non, N.H., following a brief 
illness.
  Born on April 21, 1953, in 

Bennington, Vt., Tony was 
the son of the late Charles 
and Anna (Adams) Cook. 
Raised in Bennington and 
Pownal, he attended local 
schools, graduated from 
Mount Anthony Union 
High School, and later 
studied at St. Joseph’s Busi-
ness School in Bennington.
  As a young man, Tony 

proudly served in the Unit-
ed States Army.
  On June 23, 1973, Tony 

married the former Linda 
Cooper, at St. Francis de 
Sales Catholic Church in 

Bennington.
  Tony began his career as a 

truck driver while co-own-
ing and operating Village 
Gift Barn in Pownal with 
his wife Linda. In recent 
years, he worked alongside 
his son at their family busi-
ness, Ludlow Service Cen-
ter, an auto repair shop in 
Ludlow, Vt.
  A man of many inter-

ests, Tony took great pride 
in working on his home, 
tackling maintenance and 
improvement projects with 
enthusiasm. He was always 
eager to lend a helping hand 
to family and friends. Tony 
also enjoyed playing base-
ball, softball, horseshoes, 
and bowling. He cherished 
traveling with his wife and 
family, with favorite desti-
nations including Lancast-
er, Pa.; Niagara Falls; and 
Cape Cod, Mass.; and espe-

cially their vacation home 
in Vero Beach, Fla.
  Above all, Tony trea-

sured his time with fam-
ily and friends. He will be 
remembered as a devoted 
husband, father, and grand-
father.
  Tony is survived by his 

beloved wife of 52 years 
Linda Cook; his son Heath 
Cook (Tina); his cherished 
granddaughters Olivia and 
Sophia; his brothers Ray-
mond, Dennis, and Chris-
topher Cook; as well as 
many members of the Coo-
per family; nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, extended 
family, and friends.
  He was predeceased by 

his parents and his sister 
Debra Tatro.
  Following Tony’s wishes, 

no formal funeral services 
will be held. The family 
plans to host a Celebration 
of Life at a later date.
  The family extends heart-

felt thanks to the many loy-
al friends and customers in 
the Ludlow community.
  Online condolences may 

be shared at www.devlinfu-
neralhomevt.com.

Anthony Cook, 1953-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

EAST DOVER, Vt. – Do-
lores Belle Daubenspeck, 
96, passed into eternity on 
Sept. 4, 2025, in East Dover, 
Vt., surrounded by the love 
of Jesus and family, holding 
the hand of daughter Naomi. 
Born in Detroit, Mich., on 
Oct. 16, 1928, the firstborn 
of Paul and Clara (Hutchin-
son) Palmer, Dolores grew 
up in Tunbridge, Vt., gradu-
ated high school in 1946, 
and married Earl Rushford 
on Jan. 4, 1947. They had 
seven children, and made 
their home in Tunbridge 
until moving to South Read-
ing in 1964. They divorced 
in 1972, both remarrying 
in 1973. From a young age, 
Dolores became an expe-
rienced farmer and horse-
woman through hard work. 
Her employment included 
shopkeeping, caregiving, 
catering, resort cleaning, 
screen printing, painting, 
and paint restoration, and 
she prioritized helping oth-
ers throughout her life.
  She and Earl were part of 

an annual community show 
for many years with lifelong 

friends, and frequented one 
another’s homes and lo-
cal dance halls. She loved 
the company of others, and 
family gatherings were of-
ten large. Dolores enjoyed 
traveling, reading, laughing, 
and going out to eat. She 
had a beautiful voice, sang 
to the Lord, and entertained 
others with countless songs, 
and taught herself to play the 
organ and to yodel. Dolores 
shared her wisdom with her 
children and grandchildren, 
instilling in them curiosity, a 
love of reading and learning, 
swimming, singing, and she 
pointed them to God.
  Remarkably, though sepa-

rated by adversity in early 
childhood, Dolores, siblings, 
their mother, and other fam-
ily reunited as adults, and 
she had a close relation-
ship with their ailing father. 
A long-term caregiver to 
great-nieces/nephews and a 
few grandchildren, she was 
beloved “Aunt Del” to many 
more. She helped care for 
her aged foster mother and 
two of her children until 
they passed. Dolores was a 

trustworthy friend, whose 
generosity, strength, and 
selflessness are the hallmarks 
of people’s memories of her.
She was predeceased by 

her parents; siblings Vernal, 
Ruth, Frances, and Jacque-
line; sons John, Douglas, 
and David; daughters April 
and Dawn; two grandsons; 
and many other family 
members and friends. She is 
survived by a sister Sharon 
Birkbeck, daughters Nao-
mi Rushford and Ramona 
Emery, 22 grandchildren, 
31 great-grandchildren, 12 
great-great-grandchildren, 
many nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, and friends. No services 
have yet been planned.

Dolores Daubenspeck, 1928-
2025.

PHOTO PROVIDED

BENNINGTON, Vt. – At 
age 91, Ramona Torrey went 
to be with her Lord on Aug. 
27. She was born in Mor-
risville, to Archie and Win-
nifred Prior. With the family 
having moved to Westmin-
ster, Vt., in her youth, she 
was active in her church 
choir and in 4-H. She also 
exhibited God-given talents 
in oil painting, crocheting, 
and playing the autoharp.
  After graduating in 1953 

from Bellows Falls High 
School, Ramona worked 
for a packaging company in 
Concord, N.H., and in the 
following phases of her life 
lived in Maine and Indiana, 
before settling in Ascutney, 
Vt., where she worked as 
a caregiver. She became a 
long-term member of the 
Assembly of God Church 
in Springfield, Vt., and was 
known for her unshakeable 

faith despite the many hard-
ships she had in her life.
  In 2011, Ramona met the 

love of her life Victor Tor-
rey, and they were married 
in 2012. Later, they moved 
to a nursing home in Ben-
nington, where they spent 
the last years of their lives 
together.
  She is predeceased by her 

parents; older sister Isabelle; 
older brothers Maurice, 
Clyde, and Richard; young-
est sister Barbara; and her 
beloved husband Victor. She 
is survived by 11 nieces and 
nephews, and many grand-
nieces and grandnephews, 
and her best friends Daniel 
and Rhonda Bruce.
  A memorial service will 

be held at the Assembly 
of God Church, 269 River 
Street, Springfield, Vt., on 
Saturday, Sept. 27, at 10 a.m. 
In lieu of flowers, donations 
in Ramona’s memory may 
be made to the Springfield 
Assembly of God Church.

Ramona Torrey, 2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

OBITUARIES: 
A basic 200-word obituary is $75, and $0.50 per word 

thereafter. A black and white photo is an additional 
$10. Email to editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday 
at 12 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES: 
We run Church Services on an alternating schedule. 

Subject to space. All services are posted online at www.
VermontJournal.com.

COMBINED CHURCH SERVICE AT 
ROCKINGHAM MEETING HOUSE
ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – Please join the First 
Congregational Church of Westminster and the United 
Church of Bellows Falls for their yearly combined service 
at the Rockingham Meeting House, on Sunday, Sept. 
21, at 10 a.m. This historic building is a gift in our 
community, and this special service is open to all.
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WESTON, Vt. – Er-
nest “Ernie” Foster, 84, of 
Weston, Vt., passed away at 
his home, on Aug. 31, 2025, 
leaving behind a lifetime of 
hard work, devotion, and 
love for his family.
  Born Nov. 25, 1940, to 

Hugh and Rachel (Gard-
ner) Foster, Ernie grew 
up on the family farm in 
Weston, where he learned 
the value of hard work and 
a love for the land. After 
graduating from Chester 
High School, he proudly 
served in the Vermont 
National Guard, where he 
learned to run a grader and 
work on engines – skills 
that shaped both his career 
and passions.
  For 25 years, Ernie 

worked as a foreman for 
Frank W. Whitcomb Con-
struction, paving countless 
Vermont roads. He later 
worked for the U.S. For-
est Service, the Town of 
Weston, and other local 
crews.
  On Dec. 10, 1965, Ernie 

married the love of his life 
Betsey Williams. Together 
they built a home and a life 
filled with laughter, fam-
ily traditions, and gather-
ings that often ended with 

raucous rounds of NAS-
CARDS.
  He loved tinkering with 

engines, Sunday drives, 
family trips to Old Orchard 
Beach, cheering proudly at 
his grandchildren’s events, 
and attending the Ver-
mont State Fair every year. 
Though he didn’t smile of-
ten, when he did, it lit up 
his whole face.
  A Celebration of Life will 

be held on Sunday, Oct. 5, 
from 11 a.m.– 1 p.m., at 
the Rod & Gun Club in 
Weston. In lieu of flow-
ers, please send donations 
to the Vermont State Fair, 
Rutland County Agricul-
tural Society, P.O. Box 10, 
Rutland, VT 05702.

Ernest Foster, 1940-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
Andrew Goodrich Searle 
died unexpectedly at his 
home, on Sept. 5, 2025. He 
was born in Hoboken, N.J., 
on Nov. 16, 1947, to Hilda-
garde (Goodrich) and 
Richard Searle. The family 
moved to Perkinsville in 
1950, where Andrew spent 
the rest of his childhood. 
He was precocious, learn-
ing to read at age 3, and, in 
fact, was a voracious reader 
throughout his life. He was 
especially fond of myster-
ies and books about sailing, 
and loved to discuss and 
share books with others. 
Andrew graduated from 
Springfield High School in 
1964, at the tender age of 
16, having skipped a grade 
in elementary school, so 
his parents decided to send 
him to Bridgton (Maine) 
Academy for a gap year 
before college. At the time 
he resented this decision, 
but later in life he became 
a dedicated supporter of 
the academy, making trips 
there as well as regular do-
nations. He did go on to 
college, graduating from 
UVM with a Bachelor of 
Science in business man-
agement.
  One of Andrew’s most 

defining traits was his gen-
erosity. He devoted much 
of his life to caring for 
others as needs arose, in-
cluding his mother, father, 
grandfather, and uncle 
Charlie, for whom he was 
appointed guardian by the 
court. He also donated to a 
wide variety of causes, in-
cluding animal welfare. He 
loved animals in general, 
and cats in particular, es-
pecially his beloved Zach. 
Family always came first 
for Andrew, but he also 
spent many years working 
at several different com-
panies: Jones & Lamson, 
Earth’s Best Baby Food, 

Fujifilm Dimatix, and Sta-
ples.
  Skiing was another pas-

sion, and Andrew was a 
third-generation National 
Ski Patrol member. He 
served that organization 
for 40 years as a ski pa-
trolman at Okemo and 
Maple Valley, and by lead-
ing training workshops 
throughout the Northeast. 
His love of sailing began 
with Snipe races on Lake 
Dunmore in his teens, and 
he also enjoyed kayaking 
with Rae. He loved to watch 
car races, and occasion-
ally worked in the pit at the 
race track. Other favorite 
pastimes in his later years 
included playing cribbage 
at the senior center, meet-
ing friends for breakfast at 
the diner, working on the 
class float for alumni pa-
rades, and serving on the 
board of Friends of Spring-
field Town Library (FOS-
TL), where he helped with 
annual book sales.
  Andrew is survived by 

brother Scott Searle, sister 
Nina Chan, and a large ex-
tended family, in addition 
to his longtime partner Rae 
Taylor, and Rae’s daughter 
Paige Bladyka, whom An-
drew loved as his own. No 
public service is planned at 
this time. Donations may 
be made to the Springfield 
Humane Society.

Andrew Searle, 1947-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – Peter 
John Strazza, 82, passed 
away peacefully at his home,  
on Sept. 7, 2025, after a 
long battle with dementia. 
Born Sept. 16, 1942, in New 
London, Conn., to Peter G. 
Strazza and Mary Jane (To-
rello) Strazza. He graduated 
from New London High 
School.
  After his early retirement 

from the women’s whole-
sale footwear business, he 
moved to Ludlow, where he 
worked for Okemo Valley 
Golf Course and Jackson 
Gore, fully retiring in Au-
gust of 2017. Peter is sur-
vived by his wife of 28 years 
LeeAnn Haskell, a daughter 
Krista Strazza, twin grand-

sons Noah and Dylan Mer-
rit, and his brother Alfred 
(Christine) Strazza.
  With respect to Peter’s 

wishes, there will be no ser-
vices.

Peter Strazza, 1942-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Henriette Swarts, 1930-2025
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –

Henriette Maria van Oord 
Swarts went to be with the 
Lord at the Maplewood 
Nursing Home in Westmo-
reland, N.H., on Thursday, 
Sept. 11, 2025. She was born 
to Marius and Wilhelmina 
(Segers) van Oord, on Sept. 
22, 1930, in Werkendam, 
Holland.
  She married Michiel 

Swarts, of Groningen, Hol-
land, on May 29, 1952.
  A longtime resident of the 

area, Henriette was an ex-
ceptionally active member 
of the community since her 
family’s arrival more than 60 
years ago.
  Originally from the Neth-

erlands, the Swarts family, 
including husband Michiel, 
and children Hans, Helma, 
Trudy, and Micheline, settled 
in Bellows Falls, in 1962. It 
wasn’t long before Henriette 
became a volunteer, collect-
ing money door-to-door to 
build the town pool.
  By 1964, she became the 

local chairman for the Fresh 
Air Fund, a nonprofit orga-
nization based in New York 
City that brought city kids 
to the country for a couple 
of weeks each year. She vol-
unteered for them, eventu-
ally becoming the Windham 
County fund representative, 
until 1991. In 1969, Henri-
ette became an American 
citizen, and thereafter be-
came an active member of 
the local Democratic com-
mittee, serving at times as a 
poll worker and a campaign-
er. She served as a justice of 
the peace, and later was ap-
pointed to serve as a mem-
ber of the Vermont Dental 
Board.
  In the early 1970s, Hen-

riette owned and operated 
Henriette’s Gift Shop, located 
on The Square in Bellows 
Falls, memorable for its in-
teresting window displays 
and unforgettable yellow 
bags with the bright green 
dandelion logo.
  With the arrival of her first 

grandchild Jurrien in 1976, 
she started a new career as 
a childcare provider, which 
soon earned her the moni-
ker “Oma” – which is Dutch 
for “grandma.” For the next 
30 years, Oma helped raise 

more than 70 local children, 
including seven of her nine 
grandchildren. Often she 
cared for them from infancy 
to kindergarten age, and 
many of them continued to 
spend school holidays and 
vacations with Oma as well.
  Henriette, herself a can-

cer survivor, reached out to 
countless community mem-
bers by helping to raise mon-
ey for the American Cancer 
Association and the Ameri-
can Red Cross, and serving as 
a hospice volunteer for sev-
eral years. She also became 
known for her generous do-
nations of exquisitely baked 
cookies, almond-filled tarts, 
cheesecakes, and pound 
cakes to friends, neighbors, 
deployed troops, her church, 
and even as a thank-you to 
the town road crews who 
kept her sidewalks cleared in 
the winter as well.
  Henriette is survived by 

her sons Hans and Jurrien 
Swarts; daughters Helma 
Holton (Joe), Trudy Bying-
ton (Rob), and Micheline 
Canty (Chris); nine grand-
children; and 18-plus great-
grandchildren.
  A private graveside service 

was held at the New West-
minster Cemetery on Sun-
day, Sept. 14, attended by the 
extended family.
  In lieu of flowers, donations 

may be made in Henriette’s 
name to North Star Health, 
Attn: Charitable Gifts, 100 
River Street, Springfield, VT 
05156, or online donations 
can be made at www.north-
starfqhc.org/donate.
  Arrangements are in the 

care of Fenton and Hen-
nessey Funeral Home, 55 
Westminster Street, Bellows 
Falls, Vt.

Henriette Swarts, 1930-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – Joseph P. 
Tucker, a lifelong resident 
of Ludlow, Vt., passed away 
at his home, surrounded by 
family, after a five-year bat-
tle with cancer, on Thurs-
day, Sept. 4, 2025. He was 
born on Nov. 24, 1954, to 
Oliver and Evelyn (Syria) 
Tucker, in Springfield, Vt.
  He attended school in 

Ludlow. He married the 
love of his life Bonnie May-
nard in Ludlow, on Sept. 
15, 1973. He then worked 
for his father’s construc-
tion company, Tucker Con-
struction. Later, he worked 
for F. W. Whitcomb as a 
truck driver, and retired 
from Gurney Construc-
tion.
  Joe treasured time trav-

eling with his wife, and en-
joyed doing things around 
his home, and being with 
friends and family.
  Joe is survived by his 

wife; his children Jessica 
Tucker and Jeremy Tucker 
(Sarah); his siblings Bar-
bara Johnston, Barry Tuck-
er (Kathryn), and Nancy 
Lynch (Bill); and two 
grandchildren Anna Tuck-
er and Isaac Tucker.
  He is predeceased by his 

parents and his brother Da-
vid Tucker.
  Following Joe’s wishes, 

no formal funeral service 
will be held. The family 
plans to host a Celebration 
of Life at a later date.
  Joe’s family wants to ex-

tend a special thank-you to 
Dr. Devitsky and the can-
cer team at the Dartmouth 
Cancer Center, and Carol 
at VNH Hospice.
  In lieu of flowers, Joe’s 

family invites you to do-
nate to The Prouty for the 
benefit of the Dartmouth 
Cancer Center.
  Davis Memorial Chapel 

in Springfield, Vt., is assist-
ing with the arrangements.

Joseph Tucker, 1954-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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calendar LEGAL NOTICES

TAX SALE OF REAL ESTATE
Town of Cavendish Vermont

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and 
mortgages of lands in the Town of Cavendish in the county 
of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes assessed by 
such town for the year(s) 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 and 
municipal utilities remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid 
on the following land and premises described in the Final 
Decree of Distribution from Windsor Superior Court in re 
Estate of Ronald Allen Glidden to Alecia L. Cooper, dated 
September 8, 2022 and recorded in Book 92, Page 187 of the 
Land Records of the Town of Cavendish.

Reference may be had to said deed for more particular 
description of said lands and premises, as the same appears 
in the Land Records of the Town of Cavendish.  And so 
much of the lands will be sold at public auction at the 
Office of the Town Tax Collector, located at the Cavendish 
Town Office Building, 37 High Street, Cavendish, Vermont, 
on October 15, 2025 at 10:00 a.m., as shall be requisite 
to discharge said taxes together with costs and other fees 
allowed by law, unless the same be previously paid.

Dated at Cavendish, Vermont this 5th day of September.

Richard A. Chambers, III
Collector of Delinquent Taxes

TAX SALE OF REAL ESTATE
Town of Cavendish Vermont

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and 
mortgages of lands in the Town of Cavendish in the county 
of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes assessed by 
such town for the year(s) 2022-2023, 2023-2024 and 2024-
2025 and municipal utilities remain, either in whole or in 
part, unpaid on the following land and premises described 
in the Warranty Deed from Andrea jean Matson to Marc 
Griffith and Bruce Noble, dated August 10, 2022 and 
recorded in Book 92, Page 163 of the Land Records of the 
Town of Cavendish.

Reference may be had to said deed for more particular 
description of said lands and premises, as the same appears 
in the Land Records of the town of Cavendish.  And so 
much of the lands will be sold at public auction at the 
Office of the Town Tax Collector, located at the Cavendish 
Town Office Building, 37 High Street, Cavendish, Vermont, 
on October 15, 2025 at 10:00 a.m., as shall be requisite 
to discharge said taxes together with costs and other fees 
allowed by law, unless the same be previously paid.

Dated at Cavendish, Vermont this 5th day of September.

Richard A. Chambers, III
Collector of Delinquent Taxes

TAX SALE OF REAL ESTATE
Town of Cavendish Vermont

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and 
mortgages of lands in the Town of Cavendish in the county 
of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes assessed by 
such town for the year(s) 2019--2020, 2020-2021, 2021-
2022, 2022-2023, 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 and municipal 
utilities remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid on the 
following land and premises described in the Mobile Home 
Uniform Bill of Sale from Citation Mobile Homes Sales, Inc. 
to Raymond Wood and Lori LeClair, dated December 24, 
1996 and recorded in the Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book of 
the Land Records of the Town of Cavendish.

Reference may be had to said deed for more particular 
description of said lands and premises, as the same appears 
in the Land Records of the town of Cavendish.  And so 
much of the lands will be sold at public auction at the 
Office of the Town Tax Collector, located at the Cavendish 
Town Office Building, 37 High Street, Cavendish, Vermont, 
on October 15, 2025 at 10:00 a.m., as shall be requisite 
to discharge said taxes together with costs and other fees 
allowed by law, unless the same be previously paid.

Dated at Cavendish, Vermont this 5th day of September.

Richard A. Chambers, III
Collector of Delinquent Taxes

Town of Plymouth
Public Notice of the Planning Commission and

Zoning Board of Adjustment
Conditional Use Hearing

Public hearings will be held Tuesday, October 7, 2025, at 
6:00 PM at the Town Municipal Building, 68 Town Office 
Road, Plymouth Vermont. The following applicants seek a 
Conditional Use Permit:

Topic: Zoning Board of Adjustment – Conditional Use 
Hearing
Time: October 7, 2025, 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US and 
Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/9788686006?pwd=RVyz9U64lhLsWIG8gg
uHfc9asaobTF.1&omn=98895468783

Meeting ID: 978 868 6006
Passcode: 565333

One tap mobile
+13092053325,,9788686006#,,,,*565333# US
+13126266799,,9788686006#,,,,*565333# US (Chicago)

Dial by your location
• +1 309 205 3325 US
• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
• +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

Applicant: Mark and Christine Falango
Property Owner: Mark and Christine Falango
Property Address: 169 Scott Terrace
Plymouth, VT 05056
Project: Demolition, Rebuild Single Family Residence
Within Shoreland Overlay

Applicant: Id3 Designs / Josh Rourke
Property Owner: Maureen Keating
Property Address: 576 Route 100
Plymouth, VT 05056
Project: Demolition, Rebuild Existing Single Family 
Residence
Within Shoreland Overlay

TOWN OF CHESTER
NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
 
Vermont Hardwoods has applied for a Conditional Use 
Permit to construct a storage warehouse on the property 
located at 386 Depot Street in the Town of Chester.
 
The Town of Chester Development Review Board will 
conduct a site visit at 5:45 PM on Monday,
October 06, 2025, at 386 Depot Street and will hold a 
hearing on this application at 6:00 PM on
Monday, October 06, 2025, at the Chester Town Hall at 556 
Elm Street in Chester. The application,
exhibits and additional information may be obtained from 
the Zoning Administrator.
 
Participation in this hearing in person, via Zoom 
videoconference, or in writing is a prerequisite to the
right to take any subsequent appeal.
 
A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom 
videoconference may be found on the Town of Chester
website home page at www.chestervt.gov.
 
Dated at Chester, Vermont this 12th day of September 2025.
 
Hugh Quinn
Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
zoning@chestervt.gov

SEPT. 19 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Part 
one of a two-part workshop 
titled “Expert ECE Training: 
Circle of Security Classroom 
Edition” will be held on 
Sept. 19, from 12-3 p.m., 
at the SAPCC Workforce 
Development & Training 
Center, 51 Jack and Jill 
Lane. Includes take-home 
work equal to eight hours of 
training. Gain insight into 
new ways to understand 
challenging behaviors. 
Learn relationship-based 
strategies to respond to 
children’s social emotional 

needs for safe, secure 
relationships in the 
classroom, a necessary 
ingredient for learning. For 
more information, contact 
kayla.bapp@sappc-vt.org or 
802-886-5242.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Sarah 
from Wheelock Travel will 
be at the Springfield Senior 
Center, 139 Main Street, on 
Friday, Sept. 19, at 1 p.m., 
to talk about the planned 
trip for 2026. The trip is 
a seven-night round-trip 
cruise from Boston on a 
Norwegian Breakaway 
ship, with stops in Portland, 

Bar Harbor, Saint John’s, 
Bay of Fundy, and Halifax, 
beginning on Sept. 13, 
2026.

SEPT. 20 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
St. Charles Church Catholic 
Youth Ministry will be 
holding a free Pasta and 
Ping Pong with the Priest 
event for preteens and teens 
on Saturday, Sept. 20, from 
5-8 p.m., at the St. Charles 
Church Social Center, 31 
Cherry Hill Street. At 5p.m., 
we will gather together for 
a pasta dinner, followed by 
desserts. After, please join 
us for ping pong and other 
games. Bring your favorite 
game to share. Father Victor 
Cruz will join us. Parents 
must sign the combined 
youth registration, medical 
release, and permission 
form at dropoff. Call or 
text Celeste Marquise with 
questions at 802-376-3507, 
or email Celestemarquise@
gmail.com.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – A 
lasagna dinner will be 
served at the Springfield 
Unitarian Universalist 
Meetinghouse, 21 
Fairground Road, on 
Saturday, Sept. 20, from 
5:30-7 p.m. The menu 
will be lasagna, fresh 
garden salad, garlic 
bread, beverages, and 
dessert. Different kinds of 
homemade lasagna will be 
available, including meat, 
vegetarian, and gluten-free. 
The cost is discounted for 
children. Eat in or take out. 
For more information, email 
uuspringfield@gmail.com.

WINDHAM, Vt. – 
“Solidarity: Fabric, 
Thread & Needle,” a 
textile art exhibition 
exploring cohesion and 
interconnectedness, will be 
on display at the Fourth 
Corner Foundation, 578 
Hitchcock Hill Road, 
Windham, Vt., through Dec. 
5. An opening reception 

will be held on Saturday, 
Sept. 20, from 5-9 p.m. The 
gallery is open Monday-
Thursday, from 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m., and Saturday and 
Sunday by appointment. For 
more information, visit www.
thefourthcornerfoundation.
org, or email 
info@4cfoundation.org.

ALSTEAD, N.H. – Charles 
Andros will hold a 
beekeeping workshop on 
Saturday, Sept. 20, from 
1-4 p.m., at 18 MacLean 
Road, Alstead, N.H. – look 
for the “BEE” sign on the 
south side of Walpole Valley 
Road. Topics of discussion 
will include treatment of 
nosema and mites, winter 
preparations, winter 
protein and carbohydrate 
supplements, and making 
beeswax hand creams. 
Bring a veil if you have one, 
as we shall be opening 
some colonies. Registration 
is required, please email 
lindenap@gmail.com or call 
603-756-9056.

WESTMORELAND, N.H. – 
The final Books and More 
sale of the year will be held 
on Saturday, Sept. 20, 
from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., at 
9 South Village Common, 
behind the brick church. The 
sale will include household 
plants, garden plants for 
transplanting, outdoor 
flowering plants, bulbs, 
planting pots, gardening 
tools, cat and dog items, 
linens, pots and pans, small 
appliances, microwaves, 
craft projects, office supplies, 
small refrigerators, books, 
and much more.

SEPT. 21 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Lions Fishing 
Derby will be held on 
Sunday, Sept. 21, at Hoyts 
Landing. Three places each 
will be awarded for three 
species – bass, perch, and 
northern pike. Children 
12 and under compete for 
free, and receive prizes. 
Registration begins at 

6:30 a.m., and prizes are 
awarded at 3 p.m.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
On Sunday, Sept. 21, at 
2 p.m., the Charlestown 
Historical Society will 
present a program on the 
history of the Silsby Free 
Public Library, at the Silsby 
Library, 226 Main Street. 
Refreshments will be served.

SEPT. 22 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Senior Center, 
139 Main Street, will hold a 
balance class on Monday, 
Sept. 22, at 9 a.m. For 
more information, contact 
executive director Lori 
Johnson at 802-885-3933 
or lorijohnsonssc@gmail.
com. 

SEPT. 24 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Ludlow 
Democratic Committee 
will hold a reorganization 
meeting on Wednesday, 
Sept. 24, at 5:30 p.m., at 
the Expeditionary School at 
Black River, 43 Main Street, 
Ludlow.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Fenton family will be singing 
their favorite songs and 
hymns at the Springfield 
Senior Center, 139 Main 
Street, on Wednesday, Sept. 
24, at 1 p.m. Refreshments 
will be served afterwards.

SEPT. 25 –
LONDONDERRY, Vt. – The 
Second Congregational 
Church in Londonderry, 
2051 Route 11, will hold 
their September community 
lunch on Thursday, Sept. 25, 
at 12 p.m. World-renowned 
chef Patty Pettit, assisted 
by expert sous-chef Eris 
Proctor, will be once again 
preparing a sumptuous feast 
for all. Our servers will cater 
to your every need. Fun, 
fellowship, and great food 
available for all. There will 
also be a door prize. All are 
welcome. A free-will offering 
will be gathered. Sorry, no 
takeout available.



NOTICE OF WESTON DEVELOPMENT 
REVIEW BOARD HEARING 

Weston Hotel Partners has submitted an application for a 
site plan amendment for their proposed bakery at 613 Main 
St. The application will be reviewed under Section 708 of 
the Weston Zoning Regulations. The Weston Development 
Review Board will hold a site visit on Tuesday September 
30th starting at 5:00 PM at 613 Main St, and then hold a 
hearing starting at 5:30 at the Town Offices 12 Lawrence Hill 
Rd. There will be no zoom access for the site visit. 

Those interested in seeing the applications, submitting 
written comments, or finding out how to attend the meeting 
online should contact the Zoning Administrator at: Town of 
Weston P.O Box 98, Weston Vt. 05161 or Zoning@westonvt.
org. 

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §§ 4464(a)(1)(C) and 4471(a), 
participation in this local proceeding is a prerequisite to the 
right to take any subsequent appeal.
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TOWN OF LUDLOW, VERMONT
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR/TRUCK DRIVER

The Town of Ludlow Highway Department invites 
applications for the position of Equipment Operator/Truck 
Driver & Laborer.  This is a full-time, year-round position.  
Principal duties will include plowing snow, sanding and 
salting roads, road construction and maintenance and other 
related duties.  Must possess a valid Vermont Commercial 
Driver’s License and have experience operating a dump 
truck with plow, sander, loader and excavator, backhoe 
and/or grader.  General knowledge of vehicle maintenance, 
fundamental construction and maintenance procedures, 
public works, and equipment operation are a plus.  
Municipal Benefit Package with health insurance, retirement 
plan, and paid vacations are included.  Applications are 
available at the Ludlow Municipal Office or on-line at www.
ludlow.vt.us Please submit completed applications to The 
Ludlow Municipal Office  PO Box 359, Ludlow, VT  05149, 
(802) 228-2841 or email to bmcnamara@ludlow.vt.us .  
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.  The 
Town of Ludlow is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Town and Village of Ludlow
Public Hearing Notice

Proposed Plan of Merger of the Town and Village of Ludlow, Vermont

Wednesday October 1st,  2025, at 6:00pm
(Town of Ludlow)

Thursday October 2nd  2025, at 6:00pm
(Village of Ludlow)

Hybrid Meetings - Heald Auditorium/Zoom

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §1484, notice is hereby given of a public hearing by The Town of Ludlow’s 
Board of Selectman and Village Trustees to hear comments regarding a proposed plan of 
merger of the Town and Village of Ludlow, Vermont. Approval of the plan will result in charter 
changes in both the Town and Village.

The public hearings will take place on Wednesday October 1st for the Town of Ludlow and 
Thursday October 2nd for the Village of Ludlow. Meetings will begin at 6pm. You may 
attend the Public Hearings in-person at the following address:

Ludlow Town Hall 
37 Depot Street

Ludlow, Vermont 05149
or virtually on Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/93976275682?pwd=a0tjNoOWu6GC8sDNJ3oBoM9g
Vn0Nt4.1

Purpose of the Hearings: The purpose of each hearing is to take public comment regarding the 
proposed plan of merger of the Town and Village of Ludlow. Written comments may also be 
submitted via email to Brendan McNamara, Ludlow’s Town Manager at bmcnamara@ludlow.
vt.us

Summary of the Plan of Merger for the Town and Village of Ludlow and Charter Changes: 
The Plan of Merger (“Plan”) proposes that the Village of Ludlow merge into the Town of 
Ludlow, with the Town of Ludlow as the sole surviving municipal corporation. It establishes 
the name of the Town (Ludlow) and declares that all the former Village property, including that 
associated with the Electric Light Department and Sewer Plant, are transferred to the Town. 
The Town will assume all the former Village’s debts and will perform all the former Village’s 
duties and obligations owed to third parties. The Plan repeals the charters of both the Village 
and the Town and replaces them with the substance of the Plan as the charter for the Town. The 
Plan names the officers of the Town and their manner of election or appointment, the form of 
governance, the powers of the Selectboard, the establishment and organization of the Water 
and Sewer Board, the governance and operation of the Electric Department and authority of 
its Board, transitional provisions, and other matters related to the proposed merger and legal 
operation of the Town thereafter.

Material Available: The proposed plan of merger and resulting charter changes, and 
supporting documentation are available online at https://www.ludlow.vt.us. An official copy 
of the plan of merger and charter changes is on file for public inspection in the Town Clerk’s 
Office in the Ludlow Town Hall located at 37 Depot Street, Ludlow, VT 05149. Copies thereof 
will be made available to members of the public upon request.

Town of Mount Holly Seeks Highway 
Maintenance Worker 

The Town of Mount Holly seeks an experienced highway 
maintenance worker to join its road crew starting 
immediately. A valid CDL is required. This position offers 
a competitive salary and benefits package. A detailed 
description of the position and employment application can 
be found by visiting www.mounthollyvt.org/announcements/
appointments-openings. Paper copies of the job description 
and application can also be picked up in person at the Mount 
Holly Town Office at 50 School Street in Mount Holly. 

Interested candidates should submit questions and 
letters of application to the Mount Holly Select Board at 
mounthollyselectboard@gmail.com or can mail letters to 
Mount Holly Select Board at PO Box 248, Mount Holly, VT 
05758. Applications can also be hand delivered to the Town 
Office.

Library Director
Wilder Memorial Library, Weston, VT

September 2025

The Wilder Memorial Library has an opening for Library 
Director. Minimum 20 hrs per week. Qualifications: BA/
BS degree. Experience in libraries, MLS degree, library 
certificate or equivalent experience preferred. Strong 
interpersonal skills with children and adults, and interest 
in community engagement. Computer and finance skills; 
knowledge of social media. Salary commensurate with 
qualifications and experience.

Full position posting and for more information about 
applying for the position, please visit the Library website at 
https://wildermemoriallibrary.org

Applications due Oct 17

AUCTION
PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – Contents of 
storage unit #74 rented by Nicole 
Hinshew, and #8 rented by Steven 
Pariseau, at Perkinsville Storage 
will be auctioned off on Sept. 18, 
2025, at 10 a.m., at 4215 Route 
106, Perkinsville, VT 05151. 

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
$$, Vintage Sports Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at 
antique centers in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

CLEAN OUTS
EZ-Dump Enterprises has a 
15-yard dump trailer available. 
We’re also here for all heating 
equipment, appliance removal, 
and home/storage unit clean 
outs. Serving Springfield, Vt. and 
surrounding areas. Call/text 802-
376-1168 or email ezdump.bl@
gmail.com.

FIREWOOD
CAVENDISH, Vt. – Firewood for 

sale, free delivery within 15 mile 
radius of Cavendish. Starting at 
$325 per cord. Contact 802-376-
8638.

REGION – Green or dry firewood 
for sale, split or log length. Lon-
donderry, Weston, and Andover. 
Call evenings 802-875-2646. 

FOR SALE
CHESTER, Vt. – Local, cage-free, 
fresh eggs for sale, $5/dozen. 
Call 802-289-2467 or 802-875-
4971. 

OTHER
WINDHAM, Vt. – Solidarity: 
Fabric, Thread & Needle – Textile 
art exhibition exploring cohesion 
and interconnectedness. Opening 
Reception Sept. 20, 5-9 p.m. In 
partnership w/ Two Chairs, host-
ed by The Fourth Corner Founda-
tion. On view thru Dec. 5, at 578 
Hitchcock Hill Rd., Windham, Vt. 
Gallery open Mon-Thu 10-4 and 
Sat/Sun by appt. Featured artist 
info at thefourthcornerfoundation.
org or info@4cfoundation.org. 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Dirty Deeds 
LLC, General Contractors home 
repair services. It’s easier to ask us 
what we can’t do. Call 802-489-
8077. Free estimates. 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2025

BELLOWS FALLS VILLAGE CORPORATION
PUBLIC NOTICE

WATER MAIN FLUSHING
THE BELLOWS FALLS VILLAGE CORPORATION WATER 

SYSTEM WILL BE FLUSHED WEEKDAYS FROM 9:00 
A.M. – 3:00 P.M. BEGINNING WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 
2025, AND CONTINUING THROUGH FRIDAY 31, 2025.

SOME AREAS MAY EXPERIENCE ROILY WATER BUT 
THIS CONDITION SHOULD CORRECT ITSELF IN A 

SHORT TIME.

IF YOU HAVE PROBLEMS, PLEASE CALL THE BELLOWS 
FALLS WATER DEPT.  AT 802-463-1232.  THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

   Travis Kemp
   Chief Operator
   Bellows Falls Water Dept.
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Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  VT  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5
Open Wall Show - Stepping into Nature
galleryvault.org

10/3 5-9 Music by Parlor Ruckus next door at Copper Fox
Step through the adjoining door to VAULT for evening shopping.
10/4 Demo, Making leaves of felt w/ Corky Bond 12-1:30

Workshops- See https://galleryvault.org/workshops/
Chinese Calligraphy with Jonathan Root, Sept. 27 11-2
Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends, Oct. 4 & 11
Dot Mandala with Antje Ruppert, Oct. 11 2-4
Paint New England Barns in Watercolor w/ Rob O’Brien, Nov. 15

Open Wall Show - Stepping into Nature

VT Open Studio Weekend Oct. 4 & 5 - www.vermontcrafts.com
(10/15/25 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
DCI CONCEPTS
DESIGN – BUILD – REMODEL

A family business first. Our projects are held to a higher stan-
dard starting from the very first phone call to the final walk-
through. Our team will impress you with professionalism, qual-
ity, and integrity. 
6 Andover St. Ludlow, VT
802-461-3573
dci@dciconcepts.com
(11/05/25 - 52)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-
tions on up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our 
clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer 
care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.
mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/19/25 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(11/12/25 - 13)

GREAT LOOK CONSTRUCTION
Framing, new homes, custom framing, and addition, roofing, sid-
ing, windows, and demolition. Residential and commercial. Fully 
insured, free estimates. Call Steven O’Connor at 802-399-6062 or 
Michael Altimirano 802-489-9595. 
(11/12/25 - 13)

ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
New in 2025-2026, offering weekly or monthly house checks. Book-
ing for fall & winter 2025 projects. Also offer carpentry, remodeling, 
interior & exterior painting, window & door replacements, vinyl sid-
ing washing, pressure washing, drywall repairs, and odd jobs. Call 
802-591-0019 or email billr2808@gmail.com. Cavendish, Vt. 
(11/08/25 - 26)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER
Painting Interior and Exterior
All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well
802-263-9693   rogcaw@msn.com
Roger, Perkinsville, VT
(12/05/25 - 13)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2026! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(11/26/25 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(08/12/26 - TFN - 52)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/28/26 - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(11/19/25 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(10/08/25 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(09/17/25 - 13)

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN NH
We’re Hiring! Join Our Team Today!

Looking for a career with great Pay & Benefits? 
Look no further!

Come work for the Town of Charlestown!

We’re seeking motivated, passionate individuals to join our 
team. With competitive pay, excellent health and dental 
benefits, retirement plans, and more, this is more than just a 
job—it’s your future!

Positions Available:
Highway Dept. Driver/Equipment Operator/Laborer - FT
Solid Waste Operator - FT
Transfer Station Attendant - PT
Water/Waste Water Licensed Superintendent - FT
Water/Waste Water Operator - FT
FT & PT Police Officers
Building Inspector – PT/On Call
Health Officer
Deputy Health Officer

Don’t miss out! Start your career with us today.
Apply now and take the first step toward a brighter 
tomorrow!

For more information Visit Charlestown-nh.gov, click on 
Volunteer & Employment.

Application available on the website or come in to the Town 
Office at 233 Main St. Charlestown NH

TOWN OF ANDOVER 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing before the Zoning Board of Adjustment 
of Andover, Vermont will be held on Tuesday, October 7, 
2025 at 6:00 p.m. at the Andover Town Office to consider the 
following: Application #5.2/13/25/08/21, Applicant: Dexter 
Brown, Owner: DKB, Inc., Property Location: 519 Lovejoy 
Brook Rd., Reason for hearing: Application to request a 
minor subdivision of one existing 13-acre parcel into two lots.

Dated at Andover, Vermont, this 11th day of September, 2025
Jonathan W. Stevens, Clerk/Secretary, Andover Zoning Board 
of Adjustment

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Subject to space. May be edited for clarity, grammati-

cal errors, and libelous statements. Must be kept under 
400 words. Must include name and town for publication. 
Viewpoints do not necessarily reflect the views of The 
Vermont Journal.

POLITICAL LETTERS
Due to the volume of political letters we receive during 

elections, and the increased cost of adding pages to the 
paper to print them all, political letters  are charged at the 
rate of $75 for 200 words, and $0.50 per word thereaf-
ter. Political letters include endorsing, electioneering, or 
campaigning for, or against, a sepcific candidate or party.

Dear Editor,

  A Better Claremont 
(ABC), a citizens’ 
group, reports that 
the fight against the 
proposed toxic waste 
facility at Claremont 
Junction, Industrial 
Boulevard, Claremont, 
N.H., continues. Acu-
ity Management Inc., of 
Methuen, Mass., con-
tinues to fight the will 
of the citizens of Clare-
mont, who have fought 
against this facility since 
2019. Acuity proposes 
to import up to 500 tons 
of toxic construction 
and demolition waste 
into the city each day, 
to a site near the Am-
trak station, about 1,000 
feet from an elementary 
school and within a half 
mile of 400 homes. 
  On May 22, New 

Hampshire regulators, 
i.e. The New Hamp-
shire Department of 
Environmental Services 
(NHDES), denied Acu-
ity’s permit applica-
tion. Claremont-area 
residents applauded the 
decision. But the fight 
continues. Acuity is su-
ing the City of Clare-

mont and the zoning board 
of adjustment. The lawsuit, 
originally filed on October 
19, 2022, has been stayed 
until December 2025, while 
Acuity appeals the regulator’s 
denial of an operating per-
mit. The Claremont Zoning 
Board of Adjustment (ZBA) 
said no to Acuity, protecting 
our air, water, children, and 
families from the toxic pollu-
tion that will result from this 
operation. 
  Please write your state 

representatives, your city 
councilors or selectmen, and 
anyone you think might have 
an impact on this egregious 
attack on our health and 
environment. Special note: 
Brian Gould, current New 
Hampshire Supreme Court 
nominee and a waste indus-
try lobbyist and representa-
tive, is the legal counsel of 
record for Acuity. 
  ABC is a local group work-

ing to help Claremont be-
come a healthy and vibrant 
community. See www.abet-
terclaremont.org for more 
information.

Sincerely,
James M. Contois
Claremont, N.H.

REGION – Tickets are 
live for the Stratton Com-
munity Foundation’s raffle. 
You can win one of nine 
incredible prizes, valued at 
more than $15,000.
  You can increase your 

chances of winning – and 
decrease the cost of an in-
dividual ticket – by pur-
chasing in groups of 5, 15, 
or 35, or buy a bundle for 
a chance to win each prize.
  Your support is vital in 

providing essential ba-

sic necessities and 
strengthening our 
mental health initia-
tives through our 
Head-to-Toe program 
and the #Shred4Nate 
race for mental health. 
Don’t miss out on this 
opportunity to win 
one-of-a-kind prizes 
while giving back to 
the community.
  Purchase tickets at 

www.strattonfounda-
tion.org/2025raffle.

Stratton raffle 
for hope, healing

CHESTER, Vt. – The Ver-
mont Art Council recently 
announced the 26 recipients 
of its most competitive grant 
funding program, the Cre-
ation Grant, which supports 
Vermont artists in creating 
new work.
  Linda Diak, of Chester, 

was among those awarded a 
Creation Grant, to support 
the creation of art quilts that 
raise awareness of the im-
pact of human activity on 
the animal kingdom.
  More than 300 applica-

tions were received for this 
highly competitive award, 
with a total of nearly $1.5 
million requested in fund-
ing. The council was able to 
support 9% of the requested 
need, totaling $126,000 in 
grant funding.
  Grants are awarded to 

Vermont artists or artist 
groups in amounts up to 
$5,000. Funding can be used 
for time spent developing 
new work, to purchase ma-
terials, or to rent equipment 
or space for the process. 

The award is only avail-
able to artists who have not 
received a Creation Grant 
within the last five years.
  Recipients were selected 

in two rounds by indepen-
dent panels comprised of 47 
practicing Vermont artists 
and arts professionals with a 
broad range of artistic disci-
plines. A total of 48 propos-
als advanced to the second 
round of review.
  The Vermont Arts Coun-

cil’s Creation Grants are 
made possible through sup-
port from private donations, 
including the Vermont 
Community Foundation’s 
Arts Endowment Fund. 
Thanks to this generous 
support, the council is able 
to award more Creation 
Grants to Vermont artists 
in fiscal year 2026 than ever 
before. 
  For more informa-

tion about the Creation 
Grant program, visit www.
vermontartscouncil.org/
grants/find-a-grant/artists/
creation.

Vermont Arts 
Council grant
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health

is now open in
Springfield

WELCOME

www.KinneyDrugs.com

CAVENDISH, Vt. – Green 
Mountain RSVP, an Ameri-
Corps Seniors program, 
has a free, in-person Bone 
Builders class, with spots 
available for new partici-
pants in Cavendish. These 
strength-training classes are 
for people aged 55 and older, 
and are taught by trained 
volunteers. Attendees can 
expect increases in balance 

and muscle strength, and 
may experience increased 
bone density. The Cavendish 
class meets at the Cavendish 
Baptist Church, on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, at 10 a.m. 
There are additional Bone 
Builders classes throughout 
Windsor County. Please visit 
our website, www.rsvpvt.
org, or call 802-772-7876 for 
more information.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Tai 
chi has been validated by 
numerous studies for its 
ability to improve balance 
and reduce falls. The Na-
tional Council on Aging 
recommends this mindful 
activity as a healthy practice 
to stay upright on our feet, 
and is promoting this dur-
ing Fall Prevention Aware-
ness Week, Sept. 22-26.
  Join Springfield-area Tai 

Chi Vermont-certified in-
structors on Tuesday, Sept. 
23, from 10-11:30 a.m., to 
practice healthy, safe ways 
to move at a fun, free event 
to mark this occasion, 
sponsored by Senior Solu-
tions.

  Sue Rubel, Karen Gaut-
ney, and Jo Bregnard will 
lead you in a variety of 
movements in-person at 
the Springfield Unitarian 
Universalist Meetinghouse, 
21 Fairground Road, and 
online. Follow along with 
qigong fundamental exer-
cises and fall-prevention tai 
chi (simplified Sun style) 
as you learn about weight 
shifting, smart foot place-
ment, and more.
  Tai Chi derives from 

martial arts first practiced 
in China more than 800 
year ago. Over the centu-
ries, various styles of tai chi 
evolved. Sun-style tai chi is 
well-suited for nearly ev-

eryone, as it is more upright 
and uses smaller steps. 
  Participants who register 

for the online option will 
get access to the recording 
after the session. If you’re 
joining from home, remem-
ber to clear your practice 
space, wear comfortable 
clothing and closed-toe and 
-heel shoes for practice, and 
have a full water bottle with 
you. You can drop in at the 

meetinghouse, or register 
for the online option by 
visiting studio.jobregnard.
com/buy/product/87445.
  If you have questions, 

email Bregnard at jo@jo-
bregnard.com.
  Tai Chi Vermont is a 

nonprofit corporation ded-
icated to providing safe and 
effective tai chi instructor 
training throughout the 
state. Learn more about Tai 

Chi Vermont by visiting www.taichivermont.org.

Fall Prevention Awareness Week tai chi

Cavendish Bone 
Builders

A beginner tai chi class.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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outdoor

DERK BEARDMORE
beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

General Contracting

 Construction 

Excavating

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT

www.barrsbuilders.com

Store open daily 9-5:30
Beaver Pond Farm

1047 John Stark Hwy, 
Newport, NH
603-543-1107 

Find us on 
Facebook & Instagram

Summer veggies still 
going strong!

Our own grass-fed 
beef, maple syrup, and 

homemade jam

Pumpkins and 
Fall Decorations

Lots of local food 
products...

honey, cheese, milk & more

• OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK •
802-722-3395 • allenbrothersfarms.com

Rt. 12 No. to Rt. 5 or Exit 5 o�  I-91 • Westminster, VT

A� les, Mums, Pumpkins, and Pies

“Home of the Award Winning Best Cider Donut in Vermont”“Home of the Award Winning Best Cider Donut in Vermont”
Garden Center, Deli & Bakery, Craft Beer, Garden Center, Deli & Bakery, Craft Beer, 

and an Old Fashioned Ice Cream Stand. Outdoor Seating and and an Old Fashioned Ice Cream Stand. Outdoor Seating and 
Dog Walk Areas. Irving Gas & Diesel.Dog Walk Areas. Irving Gas & Diesel.

Tues-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-4, Sun 10-3

REGION – On Sept. 
20 and 21, Vermonters 
throughout the state will 
be joining in the first na-
tional Sun Day celebra-
tion. This fall equinox, 
we will be celebrating 
the power of the sun and 
wind to transform our 
society, and provide a 
healthier and more sus-
tainable future for all.
  Sun Day is a day of ac-

tion here in Vermont and 
nationally, and Third Act 
is a primary sponsor of 
this event. It’s a day to 
celebrate the power of 
clean energy, according 
to spokeswoman Laurel 
Green. As part of the Na-
tional Days of Action on 
Sept. 20 and 21, people 
everywhere will be show-
casing solar installations, 
electric homes, and ve-
hicles that run on clean 
power. By organizing 
thousands of events na-
tionwide on the fall equi-
nox, Sun Day will help 
accelerate the ongoing 
clean energy revolution. 

The technology and the so-
lutions to address climate 
change exist. Now we need 
to build the political will to 
scale up and accelerate the 
growth of clean energy, and 
make it accessible to all.
  The clean energy revo-

lution is here. Solar, wind, 
and batteries are the cheap-
est form of power on the 
planet, lowering costs, 
creating new jobs, and 
strengthening our com-
munities. On Sept. 20 and 
21, we’ll celebrate the prog-
ress we’ve made and push 
for more. We’ll install new 
solar, host e-bike parades, 
give heat pump tours, and 
rally for change. Together, 
we’ll make the sun rise on 
our clean energy future.
  All Vermonters are invit-

ed to join this kid-friendly 
day of live music, parades, 
and other events in Wind-
ham and Windsor Coun-
ties, Norwich, Burlington, 
and Middlebury. 
  In our region, there will 

be a solar system tour in 
Windham and Windsor 

Counties. The Windham-
Windsor (Win-Win) Third 
Act Vermont regional 
group is hosting a tour of 
local solar installations in 
these two counties to cele-
brate Sun Day. A self-guid-
ed tour that includes several 
homes that have gone solar, 
an elementary school with 
solar panels on the roof 
and playing field, a historic 
stone church powered by 
the sun, and more. Sign up 
at www.actionnetwork.org/
events/tour-solar-systems-
in-windham-and-windsor-
counties.
  For a list of other Sun Day 

events throughout Vermont 
and nationwide, visit www.
sunday.earth/events.

Celebrate Vermont Sun 
Day Sept. 20 and 21

REGION – On Sept. 10, 
Vermont forester, author, 
and content creator Ethan 
Tapper’s book “How to 
Love a Forest: The Bit-
tersweet Work of Tending 
a Changing World” was 
honored by the Northeast 
Independent Booksellers 
Association (NEIBA) as the 
winner of the New England 
Book Award in nonfiction. 
Tapper is a native of Sax-

tons River.
  “How to Love a Forest” is 

a tender, poetic, and prag-
matic reimagining of for-
ests and other ecosystems, 
and what it means to care 
for them. It asks, “What 
does it mean to love a for-
est? How do we respond to 
the harmful legacies of the 
past? How do we use our 
species’ incredible power to 
heal rather than to harm? 

How do we reach toward 
a better future?” Since 
being published in Sep-
tember of 2024, it has 
become a bestseller, and 
received international 
acclaim. 
  Since its release, Tap-

per has carried the mes-
sage of “How to Love 
a Forest” far and wide, 
giving more than 150 
talks and readings across 
North America. He has 
also built a substantial 
social media following 
across Instagram, Face-
book, YouTube, and Tik-
Tok (all using the handle 
@HowToLoveAForest). 
  Tapper works, writes, 

birds, and runs a small 
consulting forestry busi-
ness from his home at 
Bear Island – his 175-
acre working forest, 
homestead, orchard, and 
sugarbush in Vermont – 
and plays in his punk 
band The Bubs. 
  Learn more about Tap-

per and “How to Love a 
Forest” at www.ethantap-
per.com.

Author Tapper wins New 
England Book Award

LUDLOW, Vt. – We are 
getting into some fine fire-
pit weather, therefore, it is 
time to go over, and possibly 
introduce, some important 
fire safety issues.
  Fire pits should not be 

closer than 10 feet to any 
buildings or structures. 
Ensure there are no over-
hanging branches, or other 
items that can easily catch 
fire. Have a bucket of wa-
ter handy, and avoid using 
flammable liquids. To en-
sure the safety of pets and 
children, avoid flammable 
clothing. Don’t burn on par-
ticularly dry or windy days, 
use only seasoned or heat-
treated firewood, and get 
your firewood locally.
  Transporting firewood 

is the fastest way to spread 
invasive forest pests and dis-
eases. Microscopic organ-
isms and other little critters 
hidden under bark can be 
carried long distances on 
firewood, and introduce 
severe harm to new forest 
environments. To prevent 
this, buy local, and burn lo-
cal. Local really does mean 
local, too. Some of these 
destructive hitchhikers can 
take years to go 10 miles on 
their own, but if you drive 
your firewood from one 
town to another, you could 
easily have given aid to their 
destructive cause.
  Extinguish fires proper-

ly – it’s surprising how fast 
things can get out of control.

  Submitted by the Ludlow 
Tree Advisory Board, www.
ludlow.vt.us/trees.

Local 
firewood

VISIT US ON

@VermontJournal
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arts & entertainment

Come for the Food, Stay for the Fun!Come for the Food, Stay for the Fun!

802-228-7797
Kitchen Hours Mon–Fri 4–9pm, Sat 12–9pm, Sun 12-8pm

Monday Open Mic Night at 8:30pm
Tuesday Trivia at 6pm with Rick Davis

Thursday Irish Session with Gypsy Reel at 6:30pm

HIGGINS HILL ORCHARD

Mac, Cortland, 
Honeycrisp, Paula Red, 

and Ginger Gold

Pick Your Own

Senior Citizen Discount
5 Mins from Exit 5, I-91 • Westminster Heights Rd. to Orchard Hill Rd.

Follow Signs  •  Westminster, VT  •  Open Daily 9am - 5pm

APPLES

Open from 
9 am - 5 pm everyday

Be Your Own 
Kind of

BEAUTIFUL

JUDY PARADIS
Hair Designer / Colorist

at Salon 24
24 Opera House Square
Claremont, NH 03743

603-359-6052
judyparadis.glossgenius.com

judyparadis.stylist@gmail.com

26 Opera House Square, Claremont, NH
Open Mon-Sat 7am-6:30 & Sun 7am-2pm

Online Ordering Hosted by Toast

CL AREMONT, 
N.H. – Experience 
Dan Fontaine & 
Memphis Sun Ma-
fia, New England’s 
premier Elvis Pres-
ley tribute, on Sat-
urday, Sept. 20, at 
the Claremont Op-
era House. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m., 
and the show will 
start at 7:30 p.m. 
Getting rave re-
views on social me-
dia and quickly be-
coming the talk of the town, 
this is the must-see show of 
the season.
  Dan Fontaine grew up 

in Massachusetts, and was 
raised listening to the mu-
sic of Elvis Presley. At 16, 
he began his music career 
singing and playing guitar at 
Hillcrest Church, where his 
father pastors. In 2014, Fon-

taine began performing his 
tribute to Elvis all over New 
England, working at his 
craft, which aims to capture 
the energy, passion, and vo-
cal prowess of The King. He 
is a gifted band leader, origi-
nally fronting Fellowship 
of The King, and currently 
performing his regional 
tribute show “Viva Las El-

vis: From Sun To Vegas,” 
featuring Memphis Sun 
Mafia Band. 
  Beer, wine, seltzer, 

cider, soft drinks, and 
snacks will be available. 
Get your tickets today at 
www.cohnh.org/events, 
and celebrate the King of 
Rock ’n’ Roll in unforget-
table style.

Viva Las Elvis at the 
Claremont Opera House

L O N D O N D E R R Y, 
Vt. – The Green Moun-
tain State is made up of 
many mountains that ac-
commodate skiers, snow 
boarders, hiking enthu-
siasts, and nature lovers. 
Vermont plays backdrop 
to countless weddings 
and vacations which take 
place all around the state, 
supporting its primary 
economy of tourism. 
Some hotels cater to the 
upper 1% of the popula-
tion, while the Upper Pass 
Lodge in Londonderry 
has something for every-
one. Located at the foot of 
Magic Mountain, the Up-
per Pass Lodge provides a 
jumping off point for ev-
eryone, from leaf peepers, 
to avid skiers and snow 
boarders.
  In addition to clean, 

comfortable rooms, the 
Upper Pass Lodge boasts 
its own restaurant, swim-
ming pool, lake for fishing 
and relaxing, and bar and 
living room for mingling 
with other guests and 
friends. The lodge has a 
family feeling, and once 
guests settle in for their 
stay, that feeling remains. 
People gather around the 

beautiful fireplace in the liv-
ing area. You can generally 
find ingredients for s’mores 
on the table in the hallway.
  Owner Vince Presciti 

opened the Upper Pass 
Lodge in 2012. He recently 
decided to incorporate his 
love of music into the eve-
ning program at the lodge. 
As a New York City trans-
plant and professional 
drummer who clearly has a 
gift for working with people, 
Presciti is the center of Up-
per Pass Lodge, keeping his 
eye on and hands in every-
thing that takes place at 420 
Magic Mountain Road in 
Londonderry, Vt.
  Event planner Meghan 

Mosher has stepped into 
the role of orchestrating live 
performances at the lodge. 
The opening act is Jonny Vi-
nal, whose music is a combi-
nation of folk, reggae, rock, 
blues, and gypsy punk. He 
performs his own composi-
tions, as well as covers the 
work of other artists whose 
compositions speak to him. 
Vinal will appear every oth-
er Tuesday evening, and will 
serve as the master of cer-
emonies on alternate weeks, 
when the Upper Pass Lodge 
will host open mic night. 

Everyone who would like 
to give performing publicly 
a try will have their chance.
  The lodge is pet friendly. 

It is common for one or 
two canine guests to be in 
residence and get to enjoy 
Presciti’s hospitality.
  The Red Slate Restaurant 

is open for dinner seven 
nights a week with daily 
specials. This is the only 
lodge with a restaurant in 
Londonderry. Their menu 
boasts steaks and burgers, 
while Tuesday night the 
special dish is tacos. Friday 
is for fish and chips that are 
so delicious and fresh, the 
hungry diner is almost sur-
prised at the high quality 
of their meal. Sunday night 
showcases flatbread pizza 
with a variety of toppings. 
In addition to dinner, the 
restaurant serves breakfast 
on Saturday and Sunday. 
The convenience of having 
good food readily available 
is a definite plus for anyone 
staying at the lodge.
  For additional informa-

tion on the Upper Pass 
Lodge and Red Line Restau-
rant, please contact The Up-
per Pass Lodge at 802-824-
5600, or visit their website at 
www.upperpasslodge.com.

The Upper Pass Lodge, 
something for everyone

PERU, Vt. – Come one, 
come all. It is September, 
and that means the Peru 
Fair is about to happen. 
Now in its 42nd year, this 
southern Vermont tradi-
tion will feature its open-
ing parade, complete with 
Smokey the Bear. Other fea-
tures of the parade include 
antique cars, bagpipes, and 
a fire truck complete with 
all the bells and whistles. 
Any owners of antique cars 
who want to join in on the 
fun are welcome. The pa-
rade kicks off on Saturday, 
Sept. 27, at 9:45 a.m., but 
the fair itself opens at 9 a.m.
  Recognized by the Ver-

mont Chamber of Com-
merce in years past as one 
of the 10 Best Fall Events in 
the state, the fair is a family 
event with a wide array of 
attractions. This year’s fair 
will include balloons, magi-
cians, face painting, and a 
chance to do arts and crafts. 
There will be many enter-
tainment venues this year, 
which will include a return 
of the ever-favorite Nordic 
Harmoni, cloggers, and  
musicians. The pig roast is 
always a huge attraction, 
but there are many other 
choices of food among the 
170 vendors.
  All parking for the fair 

is at Bromley Mountain, 
where buses will be shut-
tling fair-goers to the vil-
lage starting at 8 am. The 
bus and parking are free. 
Handicapped parking is 
also at Bromley, and for 
those with mobility issues 
or in wheelchairs, a handi-
capped bus equipped with a 
lift will be available. Handi-
capped bathrooms are also 

available. Entrance to 
the fair is discounted for 
children 5-9 years old.
  The Peru Fair is a 

rain-or-shine event. All 
proceeds from the fair 
go to the Peru Scholar-
ship Fund for students 
pursuing postsecond-
ary education. For more 
information, visit www.
perufair.org.

The Peru Fair is back

Viva Las Elvis at the Claremont Opera House.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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chester fall festival

34 School Street, Chester, VT

802.345.9241  |  Mzacarias.10@gmail.com
571 VT-103, Chester  |  Next to One Credit Union

Find us on Facebook and Instagram

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily
802-952-9570
In Chester, take Route 11 
East for 1/2 Mile. Take 
Right onto Green Mtn. 
Turnpike. We’re the first 
house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup
Member VMSMASARAH E. VAIL

ATTORNEY AT LAW
136 Main Street, P.O. BOx 4
CheSter, VerMOnt 05143
telePhOne: 802.875.3434
Fax: 802.875.3405
eMail: SVail@VerMOntel.net

StoneHearthInnVermont.com   Eatery@StoneHearthVT.com

Enjoy 
Chester 

Fall 
Festival!

(802) 875-5555 
60 Main St, Chester, VT

(802) 228-8662 
224 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

(802) 463-3895
809 Rockingham Rd, Bellows Falls, VT

Shop at your 
Local Hardware Store!

Hardware - Lumber - Kitchen - More

(802) 228-4665

182 Pleasant St.
Ludlow, VT 05149

Open Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat 7-3

Southern Vermont’s 
Largest Antique 

Center
20,000 sq. ft. 

showcasing antiques, 
quality collectibles, 

furniture, jewelry, folk 
art, primitives and home 

decorating accents. Dealers 
welcome. Be a part of 

the most active center in 
Southern Vermont. 

School
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craft vendors

food vendors Music

Artist
demos

Family Activities
& performances

3 5

2

1
find us online!

The historic
ChesterGreen

Sidewalk

3
Sidewalk

CHESTER
FESTIVAL

O N T H E G R E E N
1

info booth

6

2

Caes
Old Jiffy Lot

old Funeral Home Lot

THE COMMON

MAIN STREET / ROUTE 11

historical
society

NewsbanK &
Cobleigh Field

CELEBRATING VERMONT CULTURE FOR 51 YEARS
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9:00AM-5:00PM

SUNDAY
SEPT. 21ST
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EVENTS SCHEDULE
Wagon rides – both days, 11 

a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Balloon tying and plate spin-

ning with Linda Peck – both 
days, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 20
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.
9-10 a.m.: Reggae Vibes (Hay 

Stage)
10 a.m.: Crossover Cloggers 

(Pie Stage)
10:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.: Vices 

Inc. (Hay Stage)
11 a.m.: Opal Raven Cirque 

(Pie Stage)
12 p.m.: Cemetery Tour with 

Jon (Carriage House)
12:30 p.m.: Crossover Clog-

gers (Maker’s Stage)
1 p.m.: Brookside Trail Tour 

with CCC (Trail Bridge)
1-3 p.m.: Red River North 

(Hay Stage)
2:30 p.m.: Opal Raven Cirque 

(Pie Stage)
3 p.m.: Cemetery Tour with 

Jon (Carriage House)
3:30-5 p.m.: E-Cellist, Paula 

Boyle (Hay Stage)
Hay maze 
Lawn games with BRACC
Needle in a haystack
Live and interactive perfor-

mances
Face painting by Heather
Rock painting with Scar and 

Pystal
Dunk tank with Connecticut 

River Valley Stingrays swim 
team

Balloon animals with Linda.
SUNDAY, SEPT. 21
9 A.M. –4 P.M.
9-11 a.m.: Johnny O. (Hay 

Stage)
10 a.m.: Crossover Cloggers 

(Pie Stage)
11 a.m.: Opal Raven Cirque 

(Pie Stage)
11:30 a.m.: A Company of 

Witches (Maker’s Stage)
12 p.m.: Cemetery Tour with 

Jon (Carriage House)
12-2 p.m.: Sammy Blanchette 

(Hay Stage)
12:30 p.m.: A Company of 

Witches (Maker’s Stage)
1 p.m.: Brookside Trail Tour 

with CCC (Trail Bridge)
1:30 p.m.: Crossover Cloggers 

(Maker’s Stage)
2-4 p.m.: Rust & Ruin (Hay 

Stage)
2:30 p.m.: Opal Raven Cirque 

(Pie Stage)
3 p.m.: Cemetery Tour with 

Jon (Carriage House)
MAKER DEMONSTRA-

TIONS, BOTH DAYS
Joanna Alix Watercolors – 

Painting Demo
M.EYEimages – Stained Glass 

Demo
Outdoor Wilderness Learn-

ing and Survival – Activities
Susan Langley – Basket Weav-

ing Demo
Willis Towne Farm – Wool 

Roving Demo
Yarn Plus Love – Knitting Ac-

tivities
FOOD VENDORS
Andover Mountaineer Snow 

Riders – Apple Crisp Cones, 
Anon’s Thai Cuisine – Thai 
Food, Baked by a Tree – Sour-
dough Bread, Cavendish 
GM Snow Fleas Snowmo-
bile Club – Hand-Cut Fries 
and Fried Goodies, Chester 
Snowmobile Club – Gourmet 
Grilled Cheeses and Mexi-
can Street Corn, Fight Scurvy, 
Drink Lemonade – Fresh 
Squeezed Lemon and Lime-
ade, Naga Bakehouse - Stuffed 
Wood-Fired, Artisan Breads, 
Rez Me Energy – Energy and 
Non-Caffeinate, Crafted Bev-
erages, Smokin’ Bowls - Soup, 
Pulled Pork, Apple Cider and 
Hot Cocoa, Stone Hearth Eat-
ery – Handmade Donuts and 
Pretzels, The Lazy Cow Ver-
mont – Ice Cream, Twin Falls 

Training Center Gymnastics 
team – Popcorn and Coffee, 
Yosemite Engine Company 
and Chester EMT - Grilled 
burgers & Hotdogs, GMUHS 
11th Grade Class – Mac 
and Cheese and Fried Bread 
Dough, GMUHS 10th Grade 
Class – Crepes, GMUHS 
9th Grade Class – Soups, 
GMUHS 8th Grade Class – 
Baked Potatoes, GMUHS 7th 
Grade Class – Walking Tacos, 
GMUHS Cheerleading Team – 
Sno Cones.

CRAFT VENDORS
SX 3D Printing, 802 Metal 

Art, 91.5 WOOL.fm Com-
munity Radio, Art of Nature, 

Birchcraft, Black River Area 
Community Coalition, Bliss 
Farm VT, Bridge Street Wood-
works, Busy B Goat Farm, 
BXB by Jenny Buxton, Chester 
Alumni Association, Ches-
ter Conservation Committee, 
Chester Housing Commission, 
Chester Townscape, Chester-
Andover Family Center, CHM 
Flower Shop, Chris Cenate 
– Firewood Fundraiser, Civil 
Air Patrol – Traffic Control, 
Cleopatra Redbird, Cup & Sage, 
Daisy’s Boutique, Dan and 
Lynn Brooks, Darlin Compan-
ion, Debra L. Clingenpeel, Ed-
gar May Health Center, Eklec-
tix, Fiddler’s Green Farm, Gray 

Barns Pottery, Green Blossom 
Painting, Green Mountain Lav-
ender, Hazel and Bee Organics, 
Hiz and Herz, Hulett Farm, 
Jeffpetto Woodworks, Kevin 
Hart Photography, Lee’s Bees, 
Lyon Pond Studio, M David 
Gallery, Mason House Pot-
tery, Mejor Jewelry, Meyerhoff 
Gems, Mischu’s Closet Fiber 
Arts, Monica Darling Photog-
raphy, Nancies Fancies, Papa 
John’s Sugar Shack, Peter Man-
ship Designs, Pink Heals Fire-
truck, Rabbit Dog Fine Arts, 
Reimagined Birdhouses, Metal 
and more, Rick Stromoski Car-
toons, Rising Forest Pottery, 
Roaming Pony Farm, Ruby’s 

Run, Russ Hurlburt Photog-
raphy, Sarah Dream’s Freeze-
dried Candies, Scar and Pys-
tal’s Rock Painting, Scrumph, 
Shrewsbury River Copper-
Works, Skins By CAT, Small 
Batch Design Company, Soijen 
Illustrations, Star Mountain 
Pottery, Sunmeadow Alpacas, 
The Silver Spoon, Thompson 
Goat Farm, Treasured Turn-
ings, Unique Traditional Bas-
ketry, Vermont Covered Bridge 
Society, Vermont Fire Rocks, 
Vermont Poster, Vermont 
Wildlife Gifts, Victoria’s Ar-
tisan Gifts, VTel, Wander On 
Words, Wisdom River Designs, 
Yingling’s Wood’n Things.
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