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REGION – Charlestown, 
N.H., native Brian Lashway 
claimed the top spot at the 
Southern Vermont Decathlon 
for the fourth time in six years, 
holding off Weathersfield’s 
Shane Mas by the smallest mar-
gin of victory in the 15 years of 
the competition.

  Lashway trailed Mas for most 
of the two-day battle before 
overtaking him on the final 
event by cruising to victory in 
the one-mile run. 

  Despite claiming victory in 
six of the 10 events, Mas fell a 
mere 22 points short of secur-
ing his first title. Lashway’s 
championship was fueled by 
nine top-three finishes and four 
event victories in the 400-meter 
dash, one-mile run, discus, and 
keg toss.

  On the women’s side, Spring-
field’s Jess Curtis matched Lash-
way by earning her fourth over-
all title. Curtis was dominant in 
all four throwing events, and 
set the record in keg toss with a 

distance of 16 feet, 10.5 inches.
  Several other athletes earned 

top-three event finishes, in-
cluding Landon Mas in the 
110-meter hurdles, 400-me-
ter dash, one-mile run, long 
jump, and vertical jump; Josh 

Welburn in shot put, discus, 
and keg toss; Dan Barile 
in the football throw and 
one-mile run; John Barton 
in the 100-meter dash; and 
Meranda Johnson in the 
long jump.

Locals take medals in 
decathlon

Back row, left to right: Shane Mas, Brian Lashway, and 
Landon Mas. Front: Jess Curtis.

PHOTO PROVIDED

BY JOE MILLIKEN
The Vermont Journal

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
Now you can beat the heat 
and grab a bag and a bargain 
this month at the Communi-
ty Closet, located at the Im-
manuel Episcopal Church, 
20 Church Street in Bellows 
Falls. To make room for fall 
clothing, the shop is hold-
ing a bag sale for the entire 
month of August. 

  “Shoppers can fill a bag 
with any combination of 
summer wear: cropped 
pants, breezy dresses, shorts 
and tops, bathing suits, and 
cool accessories,” Nancy 
McAuliffe said in a recent 
interview. McAuliffe is the 
senior warden of the ves-
try at Immanuel Episcopal 

Church.
  “Whether preparing for next 

summer, or wrapping up this 
summer in style, now is the 
perfect time to browse the racks 
and save. Come visit and sup-
port a great cause, and stock 
up on summer essentials before 
they’re all gone.”

  Founded by and located at the 
Immanuel Episcopal Church, 
the Community Closet offers 
adult clothing and other essen-
tials to those in need through-
out our community. Originally 
they offered all types of cloth-
ing, and accepted anything and 
everything.

However, while temporarily 
closed during the Covid pan-
demic, they decided to redirect 
their focus on accepting and of-
fering clean, lightly used adult 
clothing only. In the transition, 

all children’s clothing was do-
nated to Busy Bees Children’s 
Clothing Hive, located at 17 
Rockingham Street in down-
town Bellows Falls.

  All the proceeds from the 
Community Closet go back into 
our community at year’s end, 
and SEVCA vouchers are gladly 
accepted. Only gently used, 
clean, adult clothing donations 
are accepted during open hours.

  The Community Closet is lo-
cated at the Episcopal Church, 
and can also be accessed via the 
driveway/parking lot around 
the corner from the church at 9 
School Street. They are open on 
Wednesday and Saturday, from 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Contact by 
phone at 802-463-3100, by mail 
at P. O. Box 64 in Bellows Falls, 
or by email at immanuelepisco-
pal@gmail.com.

Community Closet 
summer bag sale

BY PAULA BENSON
The Vermont Journal

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Southeast Vermont Tran-
sit (SEVT) CEO Randy 
Schoonmaker attended the 
Monday, July 21, Spring-
field Selectboard meeting, 
to share the news that SEVT, 
also known as the MOOver, 
will soon operate a micro-
transit public transportation 
system in Springfield. The 
In-Town bus route will begin 
offering pickup and dropoff 
services via MOOver’s lift-
equipped small buses in 
early fall.

  Available Monday-Fri-
day, from 6 a.m. – 6 p.m., 
the system is free to any-
one traveling within the 
boundaries of Springfield 
and North Springfield. A 
software program similar to 
what Uber employs will be 
used to schedule rides and 
ride shares. Schoonmaker 
said Springfield will be the 
sixth community to join the 
MOOver microtransit sys-

tem.
  Two public meetings have 

been scheduled “to provide in-
formation on what microtransit 
is, how it will work in Spring-
field, answer questions, and re-
ceive public input.” Both meet-
ings will have the same agenda, 
with one held on Tuesday, July 
29, at 5:30 p.m., and the other 
scheduled for Thursday, Aug. 
7, at 12 p.m. Both meetings 
will be at the Springfield Pub-
lic Library, in the Flinn Room. 
Information is available by 
calling SEVT at 888-869-6287, 
or visiting www.moover.com/
springfield-microtransit.

  The board approved an event 
permit request from Springfield 
on the Move (SOM) to hold a 
Friday night concert series dur-
ing the month of August, at 
Comtu Cascade Park. “These 
concerts have been popular 
the past few years,” town man-
ager Jeff Mobus reported, “and 
we haven’t had any issues.” All 
concerts are scheduled to start 
at 6 p.m.

  Mobus reported on the lat-
est meeting of the long-term 

capital planning committee 
and a discussion on how best 
to spend $70,000 budgeted 
for economic development. 
Mobus said that a subgroup 
of the committee, which in-
cluded himself, Mike Martin, 
and Heather Frahm, met with 
Bob Flint from Springfield 
Regional Development Com-
mittee, and Vanessa Rebentisch 
of SOM to discuss options. 
Mobus presented the board 
with a summary of the Main 
Street Revitalization Program 
they are proposing, which uti-
lizes $50,000 of that fund, to be 
reimbursed by a revitalization 
grant.

  Mobus outlined four proj-
ect objectives: support new 
businesses with financial re-
imbursements for essential as-
sets and resources, encourage 
popup shops to attract visitors 
and stimulate community en-
gagement, enhance signage to 
highlight local businesses and 
events, and foster community 
engagement and inclusion. The 

MOOver brings microtransit 
system to Springfield 

See TOWN on Page 2

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – “It 
feels like a hug” is a comment 
heard from a visitor to the 
green space at 77 Main Street 
in Springfield, Vt. The grass 
circle has been completed with 
the addition of new plants and 
shrubs. The large maple tree 
provides shade for morning 
coffee at the picnic table. It is 
open to all to use and enjoy. The 
green space, located beside the 
Congregational Church, was a 
dream that began more than 
two years ago. It was funded 
through a matching grant 
from Better Places, through 
the Vermont Department of 
Housing and Community De-
velopment, and through do-
nations from area businesses, 
organizations, and individuals 
living in the Springfield area. 
It is a place built by the com-
munity for the community. 
The mission statement of the 
Congregational Church, UCC 

lives out 
the dream: 
“We are a 
community 
in Christ, 
called to act 
with love 
toward our 
neighbors.” 
We would 
love for you 
to drop in 
and enjoy 
the “hug.”

  The only 
guidelines 
are to treat 
the space 
with re-
spect, be-
cause oth-
ers will use this space when 
you have gone. Carry in and 
carry out any trash. No alcohol 
in the green space. Consider 
contributing food to the pan-
try, the green cupboard next 

to the sidewalk, for others 
who need it. We live in a 
small state with a big heart. 
We are grateful to be in 
Springfield, where neigh-
bors care for neighbors.

Springfield green space 
completed

The green space at 77 Main Street in Spring-
fi eld.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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By e�  ciently harnessing 
renewable wood energy, 

a Central Boiler can 
substantially reduce, or 
completely replace the 

need for expensive fossil 
fuel heating sources 

like electric, propane, 
and oil. This translates 

into SIGNIFICANT 
LONG-TERM SAVINGS, 

making it a cost-
e� ective investment for 

homeowners. 

New England Outdoor Furnaces
877 John Stark Highway

Newport, NH 03773

603-863-8818

Scan the QR Code and 
Like us on Facebook!

newenglandoutdoorfurnaces.com

Now is the 
Time to In� a� ! 

Call us for details on our 
current sales promotion!

603-863-8818

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
 4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88  FREE FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
78237XDS    separately $300.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

SAVE 57%

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping 
address that includes 78237. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items may be 

substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales 
are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/25. 24M7165  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7199  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 78237XDS

Order 
Now!

Scan Now To Order

GET 8
FREE
BURGERS
A $22 value!
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Solving hard water, iron, blue 
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Windsor Counties since 1984

STORE HOURS
Mon.–Thu. 11:00–9:00 u Fri.–Sat. 11:00–10:00 

Sunday 11:00–8:00

DIAMOND 
PIZZA

756-4040 u 756-4041
417 Main St., Walpole, NH 03608

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use 
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT 
AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or 
use of cannabis may carry signi� cant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law. 
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The e� ects of edible cannabis may be 
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience 
harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the 
in� uence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.

7 Pineview Drive, Chester • 802-875-WEED
DownToTheRootsVT.com • ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

A Distinctive Dispensary Experience
Serving Micro-Dosers, Newbies & Legacy Consumers

Local Craft Grown THC & CBD Products
Friendly Knowledgeable Sta� 

Loyalty Points Program • Debit Cards Accepted

10-20% Discounts Everyday
Veterans • Seniors • Medical Cards • VT & NH Residents

Value Menu MON & TUES
Specials on bulk & half ounce � ower, pre-rolls & vapes 

Happy Hour Savings THURS & FRI
Daily Deal DOUBLES between 4:20-5:20pm

Maria’s Mexican Deal FRIDAYS
      Purchase $50 worth of products and receive a 

$10 coupon for Maria’s Mexican 
(located across the street), 5:30-7pm

*Check our Website for Details*

targeted outcome is to expand 
business diversity, increase 
foot traffic, improve the aes-
thetic appeal of the downtown 
area, and stimulate economic 
growth.

  The project will establish a 

committee consisting of repre-
sentatives from the town and 
SOM, local business owners, 
and community stakehold-
ers to review applications and 
make funding decisions. The 
board approved the proposal, 
and requested Mobus follow up 
at a future meeting to present 
the results of the revitalization 
effort.

TOWN
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DUMMERSTON, Vt. –
On Wednesday, Aug. 6, 
Scott Farm and Rock-
ingham for Progress are 
partnering for a delicious, 
fun-filled Crepe Night to 
raise funds that support 
the ongoing restoration of 
the historic Miss Bellows 
Falls Diner. Crepe Nights 
are family-friendly gather-
ings held at the Scott Farm, 
707 Kipling Road, Dum-
merston, Vt., from May-
August.

  The celebration is picnic-
style, and music will be 
provided by the Vermont 
Moonlighters, www.ver-
montmoonlighters.com. Out-
door and indoor tables and 
chairs are provided, as well 
as a sprawling grassy hillside 

ripe for picnic blankets and 
folding lawn chairs. In the 
event of inclement weather, 
the event moves indoors. 
Please leave dogs at home.

  The evening runs from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. Tickets are 
discounted for children un-
der 12. Each ticket comes 
with two offerings – a sa-
vory supper crepe (galette), 
sweet dessert crepe, and 
side salad. Drinks are avail-
able for purchase at Pip-
pin’s Cafe: hard cider, beer, 
and wine. Tickets are lim-
ited, and advance purchase 
is recommended. Tickets 
can be reserved at www.
scottfarmvermont.com/
upcoming-events-1/mbfd.

  Additional information 
at www.scottfarmvermont.
com/crepe-night. More in-
formation about the Miss 
Bellows Falls Diner can be 
found at www.missbellows-
falls.com.

Crepe Night to benefit 
Miss Bellows Falls

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – At 
a recent meeting of the 
Springfield Rotary Club, 
Springfield High School 
(SHS) track coach Jim Fog 
shared an inspiring update 
on the SHS track team. Be-
fore the Covid pandemic, 
the team consisted of just 
12 athletes participating as 
a track club. This year, the 
program has grown into 
a full varsity team with 55 
members.

  One of the season’s 
standout moments was 

the performance of senior 
Cameron Williams, who not 
only anchored the SHS State 
Champion 4x400-meter relay 
team, but also set a new school 
record in the 400-meter dash. 
Williams is now preparing to 
serve our country in the U.S. 
Army.

  The Springfield Rotary 
Club meets every Tuesday, at 
12 p.m., at the SAPCC Work-
force Development & Training 
Center. For more information, 
visit www.springfieldvtrotary.
org.

Springfield Rotary hears 
from SHS track coach

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – At 
a recent meeting of the 
Springfield Rotary Club, 
members welcomed Chris-
tine Edwins, the newly 
appointed director of the 
Springfield Town Library, 
who shared her vision for 
the future of the library. She 
highlighted plans to expand 
community outreach, mod-
ernize library services, and 
strengthen partnerships 
with local organizations. 
Rotarians were especially 
interested in her ideas for 
making the library a more 

inclusive and dynamic space 
for all ages. Her enthusiasm 
and commitment to fostering 
lifelong learning in Springfield 
were warmly received. To learn 
more about all the services of-
fered at the Springfield Town 
Library, visit www.springfield-
townlibrary.org.

  The Springfield Rotary Club 
meets every Tuesday, at 12 
p.m., at the SAPCC Workforce 
Development & Training Cen-
ter. For more information, visit 
www.springfieldvtrotary.org.

Rotarians hear about new 
library director’s vision

Jim Fog.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Christine Edwins.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Scott Farm Crepe Night to benefi t Miss Bellows Falls Diner.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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REMEMBERING OUR FRIEND RON PATCH

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC.  Osaic Wealth is separately 
owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

Derek Karner
802-228-5774

www.diamondpointwealthpartners.com
101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

Formerly Huntley Financial Services

Complete Financial Advisory Services
Comprehensive Investment Management

Life Insurance
Fixed and Variable Annuities
Retirement Income Strategies

* * *
Call for an Appointment Today!

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

15 Baltimore Rd, North Springfi eld • (207) 512-0503
Open Tuesday – Saturday, from 9 am – 5 pm

Fresh Corn and Tomatoes
PA Peaches, White Peaches, Apricots, Plums

Local Blueberries

Stop in Fridays and Saturdays
for Fresh Baked Goods!

  Unfortunately for me, my 
acquaintance with Ron Patch 
goes back only a short two-
and-a-half years. I first en-
countered Ron soon after 
becoming the editor of this pa-
per, in late March of 2023.

  When I heard that Ron 
would be dropping by for a 
visit, I’m sure I felt a little in-
timidated. Ron had been writ-
ing for the Journal since before 
I graduated high school, not 
to mention having lived in the 
area most of his life. Who was 
I to be scrutinizing his work? 
I’d lived here a grand total of 
nine months at the time, and, 
at 31 years old, was less than 
half his age.

  However, I soon found my 
trepidation was unnecessary; 
something about Ron’s pres-
ence quickly put me at ease. He 
asked me about my life, where 
I came from, and how I liked 
it here, but I never felt like he 
was putting me under a micro-
scope – this was just the genu-
ine curiosity Ron brought to 
his work and, indeed, to many 
aspects of his life.

  Two things, I think, worked 
in my favor. First, Ron and I 
were both historians at heart, 
and held a similar approach 
to historiography. This shared 
mindset was immensely help-
ful in editing his work for 
publication on a weekly basis. 
On more than one occasion, 
Ron expressed his gratitude 
that he did not need to explic-
itly tell me to leave incorrect 
spellings, bad punctuation, or 
archaic letter forms in quotes 
from primary sources. These 

peculiarities, we both felt, lend 
important context to a histori-
cal document, telling us some-
thing about the writer or the 
circumstances under which it 
was written. I looked forward 
to reading and editing his ar-
ticles every Monday; I always 
learned something new.

  Second, and perhaps equally 
if not more importantly, we 
were both anglers.

  Fishing became the topic on 
which Ron and I connected the 
most. Any time he visited the 
Journal during my tenure, his 
first stop was the extra chair in 
my office. We would exchange 
pleasantries, and sometimes 
we’d talk about his most recent 
article, but inevitably the con-
versation would turn to what 
we had been catching lately.

  And not just what, but often 
where. As most people know, 
this is a rare topic for an an-
gler to discuss even in general, 
much less in specific terms. 
But Ron gave me directions 
to several spots, both on ice 
and open water, where he said 
there were fish to be found.

  Fishing holes are explored 
and mapped over a lifetime 
of trial and error, but can be 
ruined in an instant with only 
a few words to the wrong per-
son. To be freely let in on such 
hard-won local intel felt like a 
stamp of approval, and a tes-
tament to Ron’s evenhanded-
ness. He didn’t care that I grew 
up somewhere else, that my ac-
cent and his were different, or 
anything like that. We saw eye 
to eye, and that was enough for 
him. Maybe if we’d had more 

time, we could have hit the 
water together some day.

  My conversations with 
Ron over the years made me 
feel that we were in some 
ways kindred spirits – sepa-
rated by generations, having 
led very different lives, but 
both eager to understand 
our past and how it shapes 
the present, and drawn to 
the same places and expe-
riences in search of the big 
one. I think most feel this 
way about only a handful 
of other people in their life-
time; certainly, that is the 
case for me. I will dearly 
miss his visits.

  Several times, Ron told 
me of his conviction that 
a monster brook trout, 
a holdover from seasons 
upon seasons of stocking, 
had to be living in a cer-
tain small local body of 
water. Most stocked trout 
die when the water gets too 
warm over the summer, but 
Ron posited that one lucky 
one must have survived 
over several years, grow-
ing fat – a real big fish in a 
small pond. He had yet to 
prove it, but he was sure. As 
far as I know, he never did 
prove it.

  I don’t typically attribute 
occurrences to the super-
natural, but if I should ever 
happen upon this mythical 
trout, I’ll know who sent it 
my way.

Nick Giberti
Editor, The Vermont Jour-

nal

  Twenty years ago, in the 
local antique scene, my 
mom Angelica Dierks and 
I became friends with Ron 
Patch. As time meandered, 
“Patch” deemed me his “ad-
opted daughter” when I 
was 10. With gratitude for 
everyone at The Journal/
Shopper for giving the com-
munity space to honor him, 
I wanted to contribute my 
own perspective on some 
of his impact. In an effort to 
condense my sentiments, and 
with consideration for all the 
old phrases and little poems 
which amused us so much, I 
thought my own meandering 
poetic form might be appro-
priate. 

We met amidst history,
Our differences a vast mys-

tery
We shared stories from the 

past
In a shared effort to make 

them last

Main street’s cannon ball 

bowling alley
(busted by a rusted out car)
A wooden foot bridge burned 

into memory
Like the sound of the school 

house turned “hysterical” soci-
ety bell

A true friend he was
Through many phases we 

trudged. 
As time and life enlarged the 

frame
Our thread remained the same. 

He was a simple, natural teach-
er.

To me he was kind, but not a 
preacher. 

He had a unique and powerful 
moral compass,

And a humor so self-assured it 
often caused a rumpus.

Away from the people, in the 
woods, by the pond,

Was the quiet flourishing se-
renity bond

We encouraged each other’s 
writing: two different coaches

Reciprocal but separate ap-

proaches.
When we ran out of our own 

words, we shifted to sounds.
Expanding our hearts with 

what music abounds.
A shared favorite, Dylan’s 

Blood on the Tracks remains
Along with his story of listen-

ing to it in the brick house first 
thing every day 

the year following the day it 
was made. 

On one of our walks, he 
brought me to the cemetery 
where his parents lay.

He told me some day, his rock 
would be there, saying 

‘If you can’t laugh, die’ and 
some young couple would walk 
by and chuckle, saying 

“Well, he isn’t laughing any-
more”

I’ve laughed about this for 
years, but now that it hits a little 
truer, I hope and imagine that 
for all his earthly wisdom, he 
had one thing wrong…carry on 
laughing, Ron Patch. 

Gisele Dierks

  During my time as the edi-
tor of The Vermont Journal 
& The Shopper, it was Ron’s 
weekly article that I always 
looked forward to. I almost 
never knew what to expect. 
The content of his articles 
could be anything – from the 
finer points of antique pho-
tography and ephemera, to 
the livelihood of those who 
lived and died at the Chester 
Town Farm, to the delicacy 
that is salmon pea wiggle.

  Ron had a way of bringing 
the past to the present. He 
could find long-lost voices 
who deserved to be heard and 
whose stories resonated with 
so many who had grown up in 
Vermont, and even those of us 
who didn’t.

  I recall one of my favorite 

stories that he ever shared 
with me. It was about a cou-
ple from North Carolina who 
contacted him about a pair of 
gravestones in their posses-
sion that belonged to John and 
Elmer Adams from Chester. 
The brothers had joined the 
Seventh Regiment of Vermont 
during the Civil War, and 
their unused gravestones had 
exchanged many hands, from 
Chester, to Virginia, to North 
Carolina, before returning to 
the Chester Historical Society.

  Ron had aptly named the 
article “Miles to Go Before 
I Sleep,” inspired by Robert 
Frost’s poem “Stopping by 
Woods on a Snowy Evening.” 
It’s the story that always stuck 
with me, even after editing 
countless more articles and 

three books with Ron.
  When I had learned of 

Ron’s passing, it was the ar-
ticle I longed to read again 
(and it can be found in “Lo-
cal History, Volume 2”). 
Followed by Frost’s poem: 
“The woods are lovely, 
dark and deep / But I have 
promises to keep / And 
miles to go before I sleep / 
And miles to go before I 
sleep.”

  Ron’s words and legacy 
will live on for many, many 
more miles.

Amanda Wedegis 
Former Editor, The Ver-

mont Journal

  The Town of Windham 
Historical Society is sad-
dened by Ron’s passing. He 
was so encouraging to us 
this past year as we started 
collecting the history of 
our town. He attended our 
first slideshow featuring 

Harry Chapman’s postcards. 
A few weeks before he died, he 
brought us a notebook saved 
by Danny Clemmons on the 
purchase of our Windham fire 
truck. While he was there he 
gave us a copy of his last book. 
We will miss his weekly arti-

cles, and his extensive knowl-
edge of history and his great 
desire to preserve it for future 
generations.

Windham Historical Society

Friends Dooly, Buddy, 
Ron, and Stephen.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY 
STEPHEN BOWLER

A few photos of Ron were 
sent to us by Stephen Bowl-
er, who said: “Sad to hear 
of Ron’s passing. Fine old 
childhood friend. One of 
many friends and forma-
tive years of my childhood 
Chester years.”
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home sweet home

Your Home Loan Lender of Choice

WHERE
YOU
LIVE

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. ©2022 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649
Equal Housing Lender. PrimeLending VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964MB V010918.

Purchase Refinance Renovation

Victoria Blodgett
NMLS# 179656 | Senior Loan Officer

802-975-0350 vblodget@primelending.com

www.vbprimelending.com

126 Main St #1C
   Ludlow, VT 05149

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

GRAFTON, VT - $499,000

www.barrettandvalley.com
B E A U T I F U L I N T O W N G R A F T O N H I S T O R I C H O M E !

802-843-2390
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Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation

www.KelleyRealEstate.com
802-228-5333

FOR SALE  |  127 PLEASANT STREET  |  CAVENDISH
Meticulous 1928 Cra� sman Style Home in a quiet Village location.

Call or Text Listing Agent Ty Murray 
at 802-777-8047 for more information

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your 
piece of Vermont 

to fit your Dreams!

ONE COMPANY. ONE CALL.
132 BRIDGE ST, SPRINGFIELD, VT

WWW.HBENERGY.COM

TIME TO LOCK IN OUR 
GREAT WINTER FUEL 

PRE-BUY PRICING!

HB Energy Solutions

*HEATING OIL**HEATING OIL*
$$3.3993.399/GAL/GAL

CALL 802.885.2300 CALL 802.885.2300 
FOR MORE DETAILS!FOR MORE DETAILS!

HB Energy Solutions

Pre-Buy Fuel Oil: $2.499

Budget Fuel Oil: $2.599

CALL TODAY TO LOCK IN PRICING. OFFER GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. 

HB ENERGY SOLUTIONS
(802) 885-2300 | WWW.HBENERGY.COM

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES
MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600
NEW TIRES TOO!!

ULTIMATE AUTOBODY LTD. 
1024 CHARLESTOWN RD
SPRINGFIELD, VT 05156

802-885-5401 PHONE
802-885-6116 FAX

Aaron Streeter, Manager
aaronstreeter1@gmail.com

Craig Streeter
ultimatecraig@hotmail.com

15 Barker St.
Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479
Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com
708 Main Street
North Walpole, NH 603-445-7016

REGION – How can energy 
efficiency offers better meet 
your needs? What kind of sup-
port do you want from pro-
grams meant to help reduce 
your energy bills? Efficiency 
Vermont wants your help an-
swering these questions as we 
plan for our next three years of 
energy efficiency programs.

  We want to hear from you; 
please take our brief survey. 
Scan the QR code, call 888-
921-5990, or visit www.effi-
ciencyvermont.com/feedback.

  Efficiency Vermont was es-
tablished in 2000 to help re-
duce energy demand through 
efficiency programs. Each 
year, our programs and rebates 
invest millions to make the 
state more efficient when it 
comes to using electrical and 
thermal energy. We do this 
through several means, listed 
below.

  Rebates and incentives – 
Whether it’s cash back on 
an efficient appliance, up to 
$9,500 towards weatheriza-
tion, or a custom incentive for 
a business, our rebates help 
Vermonters afford energy up-
grades.

  Technical support – We help 
Vermonters improve their en-

ergy efficiency with unbiased 
advice and technical expertise. 
We also help you understand 
how your home can save en-
ergy through a free Virtual 
Home Energy Visit.

  Training our clean energy 
workforce – We support Ver-
mont’s contractors; weath-
erization technicians; and 
heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning (HVAC) install-
ers through regular training, 
certifications, and education 
on the latest in building sci-
ence.

  Working with supply chain 
partners on efficient prod-
ucts – We make sure efficient 
heating systems and applianc-
es are available and can per-
form well in Vermont’s cold 
climate.

  Over the last 25 years, we 
have invested in energy ef-
ficiency for Vermont’s homes 

and businesses. Over the life-
time of those investments, 
Vermonters will save $3.54 
billion, conserve 23 billion 
kWh of electricity, and reduce 
thermal energy use by 37 mil-
lion MMBtus. That’s enough 
electricity to power 175,000 
homes – and enough thermal 
energy to heat 22,000 homes – 
for 20 years. To continue these 
savings, we’re updating our 
plans and programs, as we do 
every three years, for the 2027-
2029 planning period.

  These new plans will con-
tinue to help Vermonters 
save energy and reduce costs. 
They will also help Vermont 
achieve other goals, like re-
ducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions, reaching Vermonters in 
all 14 counties, and supporting 
low-income households. We 
collect these updated plans in 
a single document called a De-

mand Resource Plan (DRP). 
The Vermont Public Utility 
Commission (PUC) oversees 
Efficiency Vermont’s DRP, 
and approves the programs to 
ensure we achieve our savings 
goals.

  Our rebates, technical sup-
port, and other incentives 
are primarily funded by the 
Energy Efficiency Charge 
(EEC). The EEC appears on 
the monthly electric bills of all 
Vermonters – renters, home-
owners, businesses, and other 
organizations. The EEC pro-
vides funding for Efficiency 
Vermont’s programs that help 
keep electric bills affordable 
while delivering programs and 
services that help all Vermont-
ers save money, reduce energy 
use, and lower greenhouse gas 
emissions. Every $1 Vermont 
invests in energy efficiency 
yields more than $2 in savings.

Share your feedback with Efficiency Vermont

Scan the QR code to take the 
survey now.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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obituaries

OBITUARIES: A 200-word obituary is $75, and $0.50 per 
word thereafter. A photo is an additional $10. Email to editor@
vermontjournal.com by Monday at 12 p.m.  CHURCH SERVICES: 
Run on an alternating schedule. Subject to space. 

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 
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802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT
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ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
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5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
Ramon Eugene “Ray” Har-
rington, 87, of Charlestown, 
N.H., passed away on June 8, 
due to complications from a 
fall.

  Ramon was born in North 
Westminster, Vt., on June 
30, 1937, the son of William 
Hubbard Harrington Sr. and 
Margaret “Peg” (Ferguson) 
Harrington, the youngest of 
four children. He grew up in 
North Westminster (Gageville) 
for a few years before the family 
moved to Cambridgeport, Vt., 
where they owned and oper-
ated a dairy farm.

  Ramon graduated from Bel-
lows Falls High School in 1956, 
and joined the Vermont Na-
tional Guard, where he trained 
in Fort Dix, N.J. In 1959, he 
married Carole Marie Merriam 
and had three children. The 
marriage ended in divorce after 
28 years, in 1987. In 1988, he 
married Bonnie (Lovell) Flood 
and helped raise her two chil-
dren.

  Ramon worked a few odd 
jobs after high school, but 
found his lifelong calling when 
he was hired by Ken Cota and 
went on to work for nearly 40 
years at Cota & Cota Plumbing 
and Heating in Bellows Falls as 
a furnace repairman, before re-
tiring in 1999.

  He was an avid baseball play-
er and fan, and was involved 
for many years umpiring and 
coaching his sons’ Little League 
and American Legion teams. 
As a player, he was a member 
of the Grafton, Vt., town team 
that won the New England 
Championship in 1957, quali-
fying the team for the National 
Baseball Congress World Se-
ries in Wichita, Kan., but travel 
constraints made it impossible 
for the team to attend. Ramon 
led the entire State of Vermont 
in batting with a .357 batting 
average that summer, and was 
named to the All-State team 
after the West River Valley 
League champions won the 
state title. 

  Ramon was extremely ac-
tive in the Bellows Falls com-
munity, and dedicated more 
than 20 years to umpiring and 
coaching his sons’ Little League 
and American Legion base-
ball teams and their Pee Wee 
football team. He was umpire-
in-chief for the Bellows Falls 
Junior League while his sons 
played, and later coached the 
Polish American team to its 
first-ever league title in 1976. 
After that, he moved on to 
coach the Bellows Falls Post 37 
American Legion team in the 
early 1980s, making it as far as 
the state championship game 
during his final season. In 2016, 
Post 37 honored him for his 
dedicated service to the base-
ball program.

  Mr. Harrington was an avid 
outdoorsman, developing a 
lifelong love for hunting and 
fishing while growing up on the 
Old Hill Farm in Cambridge-
port. He enjoyed his time in the 
woods with his brother Paul, 
as both were well-respected 
and well-known in the area for 
their hunting prowess, bringing 

home countless bucks over the 
years.

  His love of fishing carried 
him across international bor-
ders, as for many years he en-
joyed an annual fishing trip to 
the remote lakes of northern 
Quebec and Ontario with his 
“cop buddies,” Mike Paquette 
and Dave Hewes.

  He enjoyed snowmobiling, 
and was a founding member 
and first president of the Ver-
mont Association of Snow 
Travelers (VAST) in 1967, 
which is still active today.

  Ramon was a son, brother, 
husband, father, grandpa, pops, 
and friend to all. He spent 
87 years being independent, 
strong-willed, a fixer of just 
about everything, and was of-
ten in his workshop building 
things with his bare hands. He 
often said, “If you want a job 
done, then you just need to do 
it.” He took it upon himself to 
keep the grounds around Pon-
derosa Park, where he lived in 
Charlestown, clean and tidy, 
freshly mowed, and litter free, 
and at one time served as the 
president of the park’s co-op. 

  He also enjoyed feeding all 
the animals and birds that fre-
quented his backyard, especial-
ly the chipmunks, who would 
climb up and take peanuts right 
out of his mouth. He was very 
patient, a great listener, and 
always offered the best advice. 
Ray was passionate about his 
family, and loved all his chil-
dren tremendously, especially 
his 13 grandchildren and 14 
great-grandchildren. He was 
humble, righteous, honest to 
a fault, and touched so many 
lives.

  Survivors include his sons 
Garry Harrington, of Grand 
Junction, Colo., Bryon Har-
rington (Lynn), of Alpine, 
Calif., and Scott Harrington 
(Sam), of Westminster, Vt. In 
addition to Bonnie, his wife 
of 38 years, he is survived by 
her children Raymond Flood 
(Cassie) of Claremont, N.H., 
and Tammy Vartuli (Jeff), of 
Lebanon, N.H.

  He is also survived by a 
brother Paul Harrington (Shir-
ley), of Bellows Falls. He was 
predeceased by two siblings 
Marjorie Fjeld, of Tempe, Ariz., 
and William Harrington Jr., of 
Bellows Falls.

  Graveside services will be 
held at Oakland Cemetery in 
Springfield, Vt., on Saturday, 
Aug. 9, at 11 a.m., followed by 
a Celebration of Life reception 
at American Legion Post 37 in 
Bellows Falls, at 1 p.m.

  Arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of Fenton 
and Hennessey Funeral Home 
in Bellows Falls.

Ramon Harrington, 1937-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WALPOLE, N.H. – Maurice 
P. Karmen, 71, passed away 
peacefully at UMass Hospital 
on July 9, 2025, after suffering 
a serious stroke while residing 
at the Bear Mountain Skilled 
Nursing Facility in Worcester, 
Mass. He was surrounded by 
his family at the time of his 
death.

  Maurice was born in Bel-
lows Falls, Vt., on Jan. 18, 
1954, and resided at 18 Green 
Road, North Walpole, N.H., 
his entire life. He attended 
Fall Mountain Regional High 
School. In 1974, he enlisted in 
the U.S. Army and served as 
sergeant first class, stationed in 
Germany along the East/West 
border for six years .

  After his honorable dis-
charge in 1980, Maurice re-
turned to his childhood home.  
He earned his GED and at-
tended CCV, taking computer 
and technical courses. He 
spent his more than 35-year-
long career as shipping man-
ager for Whitney Blake Com-
pany in Bellows Falls, Vt., until 
his retirement in 2015.

  Maurice was a 44-year 
member of the Elks Lodge 
No.1619 in Bellows Falls, Vt., 
and served as Lodge chaplain 
in 1982-1983, 2002-2003, and 
2014-2017. He became a life 
member in January 2019.

  For anyone who knew our 
brother, he was a simple and 
kind soul. He took such de-
light in life’s simple pleasures – 
fishing and boating alongside 
our brother Charlie, taking 
his dogs for a ride in his truck, 
lounging in his backyard, 
reading the Bible or newspaper 
and feeding the birds, dinner 
and holiday celebrations with 
his family, etc. He was known 
by many for taking his beloved 
Queenie or Princess for daily 
walks through the village. He 
was an awesome brother, un-
cle, mentor, friend, animal lov-
er, and no matter how little he 
had, he always said there were 
others worse off. He had a very 
strong faith in God which sup-
ported him throughout his life.

  Maurice was predeceased by 
his parents Eugene and Halina 

Karmen, his brother Charles 
G. Karmen, his niece Jenifer 
Karmen, and his grandmother 
Anelia Karpinski. Maurice 
leaves behind three siblings 
Edward (Donna) Karmen, of 
Walpole, N.H.; Judy Barbera 
(Dan), of Springfield, Vt.; and 
Bernadette Whitcomb (Ken-
neth), of Highgate, Vt. Mau-
rice also leaves behind his 
niece Carisa Ledoux (Gordon) 
and children, of Swanton, Vt.; 
and his nephews Robert Bar-
bera Jr., of Rio Ranchos, N.M., 
Jacob Karmen (Sonja) and 
children, of North Walpole, 
N.H., Jay Whitcomb (Kiley) 
and children, of Swanton, Vt., 
and Neal Whitcomb (Katrina 
Tallman), of Cambridgeport, 
Vt.

  A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated at St. Charles 
Church, Bellows Falls, Vt., on 
Saturday, Aug. 9, at 11 a.m., 
with burial to follow at the 
Sacred Heart Cemetery. A re-
ception immediately following 
the burial will be held at St. 
Charles Social Center next to 
the St. Charles Church.

  In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily gratefully requests dona-
tions to Silver Towers Camp, 
a charitable project of the 
Vermont Elks Associations. 
This residential summer camp 
serves those with mental and 
physical challenges. Donations 
can be mailed to Silver Towers, 
Attn: Patty Ristau, Treasurer, 
P.O. Box 756, Williamstown, 
VT 05679-0756.

  Arrangements have been en-
trusted to the care of the Fen-
ton and Hennessey Funeral 
Home, 55 Westminster Street, 
Bellows Falls, Vt.

Maurice Karmen, 1954-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – A memorial service and Celebration of 
Life for former Vermont Gov. Thomas P. Salmon, who died Jan. 14, 
at age 92, are set for August.

  A funeral Mass is scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 16, at 10 a.m., at 
St. Charles Catholic Church in Bellows Falls. It will be followed by 
burial at St. Charles Cemetery, and a Celebration of Life at the Bel-
lows Falls Country Club.

  Earlier, calling hours will take place at Fenton and Hennessey 
Funeral Home, on Friday, Aug. 15, from 4-7 p.m.

  In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to the 
Thomas P. Salmon Scholarship Fund, UVM Foundation, 411 Main 
Street, Burlington, VT 05401.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Irene May Toussaint passed 
peacefully on July 11, 2025. She 
was born in Nashua, N.H., to 
Agnes and Dana Robbins, on 
March 17, 1928, and raised by 
her beloved grandparents An-
thony and Agata Nauceder, in 
Bellows Falls, Vt. Upon gradu-
ating from Bellows Falls High 
School in 1946, she married her 
high school sweetheart Gordon 
Toussaint. They made their 
home on Burt Street in Bellows 
Falls, raising their family of 
nine children.

  Irene was a homemaker for 
most of her adult life, caring for 
her family like only she knew 
how. Family was the most im-
portant part of her life, devot-
ing her time and energy to 
them. One of her greatest plea-
sures was having home parties 
with her family, no matter what 
the occasion. 

  She had a love for music, and 
sang in the St. Charles Church 
choir for several years, as well 
as the local theater choir. She 
enjoyed gardening, berry pick-
ing, and going to plays, taking 
family and friends along.

  When her family was grown, 
she and Gordon traveled to 
different parts of the country. 
They also camped with family 
for many years. She worked in 
the family paint store on week-
ends in Bellows Falls until it 
was sold.

  She was cared for by her 
daughters and sons-in-law after 
Gordon’s passing. She became 
a resident of the Gill Home in 
2024, where she was loved by 
all the caretakers for her kin-
dred spirit and gratefulness.

  Our mother was a loving, 

thoughtful, and very caring 
person to all. She knew that 
the most important things in 
life weren’t things, but kind-
ness to others, and spending 
time together. Until her last day 
on Earth, she was the peaceful 
person that we were so grate-
ful to have for many years. Her 
heart was larger than life, and is 
dearly missed by all.

  She was predeceased by her 
husband of 71 years, her par-
ents, her daughter Virginia, 
brothers Buster and Paul, and 
two grandchildren. She is sur-
vived by family, including sons 
Nelson (Kathye), Norman, 
Barry, Mark, and Tim (Rob-
in); daughters Peggy, Linda 
(Ralph), and Maryann (Dan); 
several grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and great-great-
grandchildren; and nieces, 
nephews, and cousins.

  A graveside service will be 
held Aug. 8, at 11 a.m., at St. 
Charles Cemetery in Bellows 
Falls, Vt. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to the 
Rockingham Free Public Li-
brary, 65 Westminster Street, 
Bellows Fall, VT 05101.

Irene Toussaint, 1928-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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calendar LEGAL NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE  

The Chester Ambulance Service has identified the need for 
a Paramedic Ambulance Service to operate in Chester and 
Andover and is applying for a licensure by the Vermont 
Department of Health. This service proposes to begin 
operation on (September 1st, 2025) within the geographic 
boundaries of Chester/Andover area. In accordance with 
24 V.S.A. Emergency Medical Services Statute, public 
comments are invited to be received by the department by 
(August 15, 2025).  

      Address comments to:  
Chief Scott Richardson 
Chester Fire Department
PO Box 370
Chester, VT   05143-0370                         
       Or:
Vermont Department of Health Office of Public  
Health Preparedness and EMS  
PO Box 70 
Burlington, VT 05402-0070 

Chester Public Safety
 Full-time Firefighter/Paramedic

Chester Public Safety is excited to announce a new full-time 
Firefighter AEMT/Paramedic position. The ideal candidate 
will be a Firefighter/Paramedic. The minimum qualifications 
are a Firefighter/AEMT. The candidate would have the 
ability to achieve their Paramedic License within two years. 
Candidates will also have a strong passion for community-
oriented health care.

Candidate should possess the following knowledge and skills:
1. Possess a valid Vermont AEMT/Paramedic license. 
2. Possess a current Pro-Board Firefighter I/II
3. Possess a Highschool diploma or GED. 
4. Ability to pass a background check.
5. US Citizen, 18 Years of age or older.
6. Ability to lift 50 pounds.
7. Possess a valid VT driver’s license
Pay range $28.00 - $35.00 per hour, Four 10 hour shifts per 
week
Excellent Benefit package, including health insurance, 
VMERS Plan D
Opportunities to grow and expand. More cross-training with 
other departments is encouraged.

Inquire by sending your resume with a Town of Chester 
Application to:

Town of Chester, VT
PO Box 370

Chester, VT 05143
or

Emailed: michael.randzio@chestervt.gov

CHESTER SELECT BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO UNIFIED 
DEVELOPMENT BYLAWS

 
The Chester Select Board will hold a public hearing on 
proposed amendments to the Town of Chester Unified 
Development Bylaws on Wednesday, August 20, 2025, at 6:30 
p.m. at the Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester, 
Vermont. This public notice is given pursuant to 24 V.S.A. 
Section 4444.
 
The purpose of the proposed bylaws amendment is to 
implement changes required to enable reduced Act 250 
regulation and take advantage of additional funding sources 
for housing projects in areas served by municipal water and 
sewer. Changes include updates to dimensional standards 
and subdivision standards.
 
The proposed amendment will primarily affect areas serviced 
by municipal water and sewer. The amended Sections of the 
Bylaws include 2.3 Village Center, 2.3.1 Village Green, 2.4 
Village Mixed Use, 2.6 Stone Village, 2.7 Neighborhood, 5.2 
Road Design and 5.3 Utility Design
 
The full text of the proposed amendment to the Town of 
Chester Unified Development Bylaws may be viewed at 
the Town Clerk’s office and on the home page of the Town’s 
website at www.chestervt.gov.
 
Dated at Chester, Vermont this 25th day of July 2025.
Julie Hance, Town Manager

TOWN OF CHESTER, VERMONT
www.chestervt.gov

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF FIRE SERVICE 
REIMBURSEMENT ORDINANCE

On July 16, 2025, the Selectboard of the Town of Chester, 
Vermont, will be reviewing for adoption an “Ordinance 
for Fire Service Reimbursement”.  This notice is published 
pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1972 to inform the public of the 
adoption of this ordinance and of the citizens’ right to 
petition for a vote to disapprove the adoption of this 
ordinance.

CONCISE SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE
The purpose of the Ordinance is to allow the Town of 
Chester to seek reimbursement for consumables used during 
a fire which are covered by insurance, as well as to seek 
reimbursement for negligent or nuisance incidents.  
 
The full text of the ordinance may be examined at the 
Chester Town office at 556 Elm Street in Chester, Vermont, 
and may be examined during regular office hours.
 
CITIZENS’ RIGHT TO PETITION FOR VOTE 
Title 24 V.S.A. § 1973 grants citizens the right to petition for 
a vote at a special or annual Town Meeting to disapprove the 
adoption of the ordinance by the Selectboard. To exercise this 
right, citizens must present to the Selectboard or the Town 
Clerk a petition for a vote on the question of disapproving 
the adoption of the ordinance signed by not less than five 
percent (5%) of the Town’s qualified voters. The petition must 
be presented within forty-four (44) days following the date of 
the adoption of the ordinance. Unless a petition requesting 
a vote is filed pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1973, the adopted “Fire 
Service Reimbursement Ordinance” shall become effective 
sixty (60) days from the date of said adoption.

PERSON TO CONTACT 
Additional information pertaining to this ordinance may be 
obtained by contacting Julie Hance, Town Manager at 556 
Elm Street, P.O. Box 370, Chester, VT 05143 or by calling 
(802) 875-2173 during regular office hours.

AUG. 1 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
First Baptist Church of 
Bellows Falls, 9 Church 
Street, will host a burgers 
and hot dogs barbecue on 
Friday, Aug. 1, at 5 p.m., 
serving until 6:30 p.m. The 
menu includes burgers and 
hot dogs, corn on the cob, 
green salad, chips, dessert, 
and a beverage. This will 
raise funds for Window 
Dressers, an organization 
that provides energy 
efficient window inserts to 
the local area and beyond. 
There is a small suggested 
donation.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – August 
birthdays and bingo at the 
Springfield Senior Center, 
139 Main Street, will be 
held on Friday, Aug. 1, at 1 
p.m. For more information, 
contact executive director 
Lori Johnson at 802-885-

3933 or lorijohnsonssc@
gmail.com.

AUG. 2 –
WEATHERSFIELD, Vt. – 
Weathersfield Parks & 
Recreation is pleased to 
announce our second 
annual Recreation Festival, 
on Saturday, Aug. 2, from 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m., with the 
Quarry Cruiser 5k Fun 
Run at 8 a.m. Both the 
festival and fun run are 
free events. Vendors and 
crafters interested in renting 
a booth, and businesses 
interested in sponsoring the 
event to raise money for our 
Hoisington Field Project, 
can email parksrecreation@
weathersfield.org for an 
application either way. We 
hope to see you there.

CLAREMONT, N.H. – The 
Claremont Senior Center, 
5 Acer Heights, will host 

a Big Band Dance Night 
featuring Gerry Grimo and 
the 11-Piece East Bay Jazz 
Ensemble, on Saturday, 
Aug. 2, from 7-9 p.m. 
Cover charge is paid at 
the door. Snacks will be 
provided, BYOB. Come 
dance, socialize, or just 
listen. Please wear clean 
soles on the dance floor.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
The North Charlestown 
United Methodist Church, 
471 River Road, North 
Charlestown, N.H., will 
be serving a buffet-style 
blueberry supper on 
Saturday, Aug. 2, from 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Call 603-
826-3044 for takeout, or 
message us through our 
Facebook page.

AUG. 3 –
PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Sunday, Aug. 3, from 
4-5:30 p.m., Ali T will 
play at the Perkinsville 
Community Church. The 
music events are free to 
attend, but donations are 
collected each month to be 
sent to local charities in the 
area.

AUG. 4 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Senior Center, 
139 Main Street, will hold 
a potluck on Monday, 
Aug 4, at 11:30 a.m. For 
more information, contact 
executive director Lori 
Johnson at 802-885-3933 
or lorijohnsonssc@gmail.
com.

AUG. 7 –
CHESTER, Vt. – The Chester 
Summer Music Festival 
continues Thursday, July 
17, from 6:30-8 p.m., on 
the Academy Lawn, 230 
Main Street, Chester, Vt., 
with The Green Sisters. The 
rain venue is the Chester 
Town Hall, 556 Elm Street. 
Sprouting from a small farm 
in rural Massachusetts, the 

Green Sisters have had a 
deep love of music from 
birth. It’s hard not to smile 
when treated with their tight 
harmonies and high-energy 
tunes; their loving but 
wry sibling banter makes 
every live show enjoyable. 
The four gals get together 
to play as often as they 
can. They revel in each 
other’s company, and jump 
easily from bluegrass, to 
barbershop, to blues, to 
originals of all styles. You 
don’t want to miss this show.

SUNDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the first and third Sunday 
of every month, downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls, from 
8-10 a.m. All you can eat 
for a minimal cost.

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – The 
Perkinsville Community 
Church, 35 Church Street 
in Perkinsville, Vt., will be 
hosting live music every 
first Sunday, from 4-5:30 
p.m. This is a free event, 
but donations will be 
accepted each month to 
go towards local charities. 
Please keep an eye out 
for upcoming shows, 
they will be posted each 
month on our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.
com/PerkinsvilleChurch. 
Any questions, or to be 
added to our mailing list, 
please send an email to 
churchperkinsville@gmail.
com.

MONDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Free 
Tobacco Quit class led by 
Sarah Doyle, Mondays, 
from 6-7 p.m., at Parks 
Place, 44 School Street 
Extension, Bellows Falls. 
Dinner included. Call or 

text Sarah at 802-289-
0045 or email sdoyle@
springfieldmed.org.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Overeaters Anonymous 
12-Step Recovery Program 
is Mondays, from 6-7 p.m., 
at Parks Place, 44 School 
Street Extension in Bellows 
Falls. The program is free. 
For more information go to 
www.oa.org.

TUESDAYS –
W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
Burger night is held every 
Tuesday, from 5-7 p.m., 
at the West Townshend 
Country Store, 6573 
Vermont Route 30, West 
Townshend, Vt. There will 
be live music provided by 
a different local artist each 
week. For more information, 
visit www.westtownshend.
org, call 802-874-4800, 
email info@westtownshend.
org, or message the store on 
Facebook.

WEDNESDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Black 
River Valley Senior Center, 
10 High Street, will host 
Cribbage games every 
Wednesday, at 1 p.m. Join 
us to learn how to play, 
refresh your skills, set up a 
regular game schedule, or 
beat the champ. Bring your 
board and cards if you have 
them, and your enthusiasm. 
For more information, call 
802-228-7421.

LUDLOW, Vt. – A gentle 
yoga flow class with 
strength building with bands 
and body to reconnect to 
your center, build strength, 
and invite ease into your 
body and mind will be 
held Wednesdays, from 
10-11 a.m., at the Black 
River Valley Senior Center, 
10 High Street. All levels 
welcome. Mats and blocks 
available. Contact Lori 
Wright at loriwright163@
gmail.com or 603-401-

8123 to register, or with any 
questions.

THURSDAYS –
month, at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, 313 
Main Street, from 11 a.m. – 
1 p.m. The memory cafe 
is free to attend, snacks 
included, and offers a safe 
and comfortable space 
where caregivers and 
their loved ones living with 
dementia or Alzheimer’s 
can socialize, listen to 
music, play games, and 
enjoy other appropriate 
activities. For questions, 
please call 802-885-
2669 or 866-673-8376, 
or email memorycafe@
seniorsolutionsvt.org.

TYSON, Vt. – The Tyson 
Ladies Aid Library 
Association meets the first 
Thursday of each month, 
typically at the Tyson 
Library. Lunch is served at 
11:30 a.m. and meetings 
start at noon. New potential 
members are always 
welcome. Please call Janine 
Norman at 802-228-8764 
for more information or to 
verify meeting location.

FRIDAYS –
PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – 
Precision Valley Fish & 
Game invites you to join us 
every Friday, at 5:30 p.m., 
for trap shooting. Weather 
permitting. Open to the 
public. 2879 Route 106, 
Perkinsville, Vt.

SATURDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – St. 
Mark’s Church, on 
Fairground Road, in 
Springfield, is offering 
free yard sale setup, 
every Saturday during the 
summer, from 9 a.m. – 3 
p.m. Bring your own set 
up and remove what is left. 
The church restroom will be 
open for use. If you have 
questions, call Marianne 
802-885-2783.
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communityCLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIEDS
Start at $20 per week for 
4 lines of text. Buy 3 get 

1 Free!

DIRECTORY 
LISTING

Start at $150 for 
13 weeks, for 

approximately a 20-
word listing. 

No puzzles. 
Please check 

back next week!

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  VT  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5
Shop online galleryvault.org

Learn the ancient Japanese Art of Raku Pottery with Andrew 
Berends. Aug. 2 & 9, 1-4 $275. includes 25# of clay, glazes & 
firing.

Open Wall Show - Stepping into Nature

Garden Elegance, Show by Vault Artists 
(10/15/25 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
DCI CONCEPTS
DESIGN – BUILD – REMODEL

A family business first. Our projects are held to a higher stan-
dard starting from the very first phone call to the final walk-
through. Our team will impress you with professionalism, qual-
ity, and integrity. 
6 Andover St. Ludlow, VT
802-461-3573
dci@dciconcepts.com
(11/05/25 - 52)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-
tions on up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our 
clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer 
care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.
mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/19/25 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. 
Framing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hard-
wood flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered 
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in 
Proctorsville. 802-558-5267. 
(08/13/25 - 13)

ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Booking for summer & fall 2025 projects. Also offer carpentry, kitch-
en & bathroom remodels, interior & exterior painting, window & 
door replacements, window cleaning, vinyl siding washing, pres-
sure washing, drywall repairs, and odd jobs. Call 802-591-0019 or 
email billr2808@gmail.com. Cavendish, Vt. 
(11/08/25 - 26)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER
Painting Interior and Exterior
All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well
802-263-9693   rogcaw@msn.com
Roger, Perkinsville, VT
(12/05/25 - 13)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2025! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(08/27/25 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(08/13/25 - TFN - 52)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/28/26 - 52)

Excavating
BOB N SON DIRT WORKS
Excavation/backhoe work, driveways graded/shurpak, ditch-
es, tree work, keeping the homeowner in mind. Free estimates. 
Insured. Call or text Bob 802-345-3112. 
(08/06/25 - 13)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(08/20/25 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(10/08/25 - 26)

Organic Lawn & Land Care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN
Serving Chester and nearby towns   802-289-1968

We’re Different - Our commitment to fully organic lawn and 
garden care practices provides peace of mind for all the fam-
ily, friends, pets, and nature using your yard. Our commercial 
electric equipment is clean and quiet, so you can relax while 
we make your property look more beautiful for you.

Now Installing Fences - Expert, best quality fence installations 
are now available from Green Bee. Call or email today to 
set up your free on-site fence consultation and written price 
quotation.

We are fully insured, reliable, and priced right. Reach out 
today to secure your spot in our 2025 schedule! Call, text, or 
email: 802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com.
(09/10/25 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(09/17/25 - 13)

CLEAN OUTS
EZ-Dump Enterprises has a 
15-yard dump trailer available 
starting at $200. We’re also 
here for all heating equip-
ment, appliance removal, and 
home/storage unit clean outs. 
Summer’s coming let’s cleanup 
that junk! Dump the stress, we 
got the rest! Serving Spring-
fi eld, Vt. and surrounding 

areas. Call/text 802-376-1168 
or email ezdump.bl@gmail.com. 

YARD SALE
BALTIMORE, Vt. – Town Wide 
Yard Sale Saturday, Aug. 2, 
from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Rain 
or Shine. Follow on Face-
book: www.facebook.com/
events/2153079338450552. 

REGION – The Brattle-
boro Development Credit 
Corporation (BDCC) 
and Bennington County 
Regional Commission 
(BCRC) are jointly an-
nouncing the 2025 call for 
project submissions for 
inclusion in the Southern 
Vermont Comprehensive 
Economic Development 
Strategy (CEDS) and Re-
gional Priority Project 
(RPP) lists. The project in-
take portal opened Monday, 
July 21, with an initial sub-
mission deadline of Sept. 5 
for CEDS project consider-
ation. Projects seeking RPP 
designation must provide 
additional documentation 
by Thursday, Sept. 19.

  As part of a streamlined 
process, all RPP proj-

ects must first be submitted 
through the CEDS portal. Ev-
ery RPP submission will au-
tomatically be considered for 
inclusion in the CEDS. Project 
sponsors are asked to provide 
core project information by 
Sept. 5. Those seeking RPP 
designation will then have 
until Sept. 19 to submit ad-
ditional materials, including 
financial documentation and 
implementation details.

  The CEDS is a federally 
recognized economic devel-
opment strategy that supports 
long-term regional planning 
and alignment with funding 
opportunities. CEDS proj-
ects help to implement the 
CEDS objectives. RPPs are 
implementation-ready proj-
ects prioritized for state and 
federal funding consideration, 

including support from the 
Northern Border Regional 
Commission (NBRC). BDCC 
and BCRC strongly encourage 
dual submissions when appro-
priate.

  An informational webinar 
will be held on Wednesday, 
July 30, featuring representa-
tives from BDCC and BCRC. 
The webinar will provide an 
overview of submission guide-
lines, timelines, and tips for 
preparing strong proposals.

  The submission form and 
full instructions are available 
at www.sovermontzone.com/
ceds-rpp-project-submission. 
Municipalities, nonprofits, 
educational institutions, and 
private businesses are encour-
aged to submit projects that 
contribute to Southern Ver-
mont’s economic future.

CEDS and Regional 
Priority Project 
submissions openSPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 

Saturday, Aug. 9, Crown Point 
Road Association (CPRA) 
and Springfield Chamber of 
Commerce will be hosting a 
driving tour to view CPRA 
Markers 4-14, and, as an op-
tion at the end, Markers 1-3. 
The tour will begin at the 

Eureka School House, 470 
Vermont Route 11, at 10 a.m. 
Join CPRA members and lo-
cal historians to hear about 
the beginnings of the 1759 
military road and Eureka Vil-
lage.

  The driving tour will be 
approximately two hours 

long. The option of view-
ing Markers 1 and 2, and a 
15-minute walk to Marker 
3 (Old Settlers Cemetery) 
will take another hour. 
Barry Griffith (802-492-
3573) and Lonnie Lisai 
(lonnielisai@gmail.com) 
will be hosting this event. 

Crown Point Road 
markers tour

REGION – The Northeast 
Men’s Summer Chorus is 
pleased to announce its sixth 
Annual Performance Tour at 
local churches in West Brattle-
boro, Walpole, and Grafton, 
during from Aug. 7-9.

  The chorus sings a variety 
of numbers in glee-club style 
in the tradition of the Yankee 
Male Chorus, which sang in 
southern Vermont and New 
Hampshire for 65 years. Se-
lections are taken from musi-
cal theater, vintage pop, rock, 
country, spirituals, hymns, and 
patriotic genres. This year we’ll 
be singing “God Bless Ameri-
ca,” “My Special Angel,” “Okla-
homa,” and “Sweet Caroline” 
(with audience participation), 
among others. It will be a very 
enjoyable evening.

  The chorus eagerly accepts 
local singers to join their 
group. They offer a program 
for high school and college 
singers to earn a stipend/

scholarship for their partici-
pation, starting at $250 for 
first-year singers with choral 
experience. Youth are accepted 
right up to and including the 
first concert day. Practice oc-
curs at 1 p.m. on the first day, 
Aug. 7. Community members 
and youth are encouraged to 
look into this opportunity, as 
commitment is small and re-
wards are great.

  The chorus is conducted and 
accompanied by Kate Butter-
field, a retired middle school 
choral director from Keene, 
N.H., and Paul Scatenato, con-
ductor of the Mendelssohn 
Club of Kingston, N.Y. Sing-
ers hail from Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, and South Carolina.

  All concerts are free and 
open to the public. On Thurs-
day, Aug. 7, the first perfor-
mance will be presented at the 
First Congregational Church, 

880 Western Avenue, West 
Brattleboro. Friday and Sat-
urday night concerts will be 
at the First Congregational 
Church, 15 Washington 
Street, Walpole, N.H.; and 
the Grafton Community 
Church, 55 Main Street, 
Grafton, Vt., respectively. 
All concerts begin at 7 
p.m. There is no admission 
charge. A free-will offering 
to defray the costs of the 
hosting church will be col-
lected.

  For further information, 
visit the chorus website 
at www.singingvacation.
org, or Facebook page, @
ttbbnortheast. You may also 
email lambert323@gmail.
com, or call 802-233-1875.

Northeast Men’s Summer 
Chorus concerts
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www.drchristopherfauver.com

802-885-3191
48 Main Street

Chester, VT
Like us on Facebook

Dr. Fauver offers Dental Implants!
Dental implants are artificial tooth roots that 

provide a permanent base for fixed, replacement 
teeth. They fit, feel, and function like natural teeth.

Make an 
appointment  

today to see if 
dental implants 

are right 
for you!

Hearing testing 
and hearing care 
for our 
community

We use an 
evidence-based 
approach 

We listen to your 
needs

We keep up with 
new technology 

We     what we 
do!

Brattleboro, VT
130 Austine Drive

(802) 254-3922

Greenfield, MA
329 Conway Street

(413) 773-5119

Swanzey, NH
217 Old Homestead Hwy

(603) 354-3325

www.brattleborohearing.com

We listen to your 

We     what we 

Calm Moments
Massage Studio
101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

802.228.7772
www.calmmomentsmassage.com

Open Seven Days a Week
Couples Massages Available

Purchase Gift Certificates & Book Online

Your Hearing Experts

Call (802) 213-5398 or scan to book your
FREE HEARING SCREENING
with your local hearing expert, Jason Udeen, HCP.

Scan to book

AudioNova Spring
 eld, VT  | 100 Spring
 eld Plaza Rd, (802) 213-5398

Hear better,
live better

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Most 
of us keep up with annual phys-
icals, dental cleanings, and eye 
exams to stay ahead of health 
concerns. But hearing health 
is often left out of that routine, 

even though it plays a vital role 
in how we connect with others 
and maintain our wellbeing.

  Hearing loss usually devel-
ops slowly, making it easy to 
overlook. You might notice the 

TV volume creeping up, con-
versations becoming harder 
to follow, or a need to ask oth-
ers to repeat themselves more 
often. These subtle signs can 
build over time, and start to 
impact relationships, work, and 
even mental health.

  That is why I recommend 
getting your hearing checked 
each year. Just like with other 
health screenings, early detec-
tion makes a big difference. A 
quick and simple screening can 
identify changes before they 
become more serious, and it 
gives you a baseline to monitor 
over time.

  At AudioNova in Springfield, 
we offer free hearing screenings 

to help our community stay on 
top of their hearing health. You 
do not need to be experiencing 
major hearing issues to benefit. 
In fact, many of the patients we 
see are surprised to learn they 
have already started to lose 
some hearing without realizing 
it.

  Catching hearing loss early 
makes treatment much easier. 
Today’s hearing aids and as-
sistive technology are more 
advanced, comfortable, and 
discreet than ever. People who 
begin treatment early typically 

adjust more easily, and experi-
ence better results. Untreated 
hearing loss, on the other hand, 
has been linked to isolation, 
depression, and even cognitive 
decline.

  If you are over 50, work in 
a noisy environment, or have a 
family history of hearing loss, 
annual screenings are espe-
cially important. Even if your 
results are normal, it gives you 
a helpful point of comparison 
for the future.

  There is no downside to be-
ing proactive. Regular hearing 

checks are a simple way to pro-
tect your health, your indepen-
dence, and your ability to stay 
connected to the people and 
experiences that matter most.

  Call AudioNova today at 
802-213-5398 to schedule your 
free hearing screening. We 
are located at 100 Springfield 
Plaza, Springfield, Vt., and we 
would be honored to take care 
of you.

  Written Jason Udeen, hear-
ing care professional, AudioN-
ova, Springfield, Vt.

Why annual hearing checks matter

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Resi-
dents living in and around 
Springfield, Vt., can learn about 

their risk for cardiovascular 
disease, osteoporosis, diabetes, 
and other chronic, serious con-

ditions with affordable screen-
ings by Life Line Screening. 
The Springfield Elks Lodge, 49 
Park Street, will host this com-
munity event on Aug. 15.

  Screenings can check for the 
level of plaque buildup in your 
arteries, related to risk for car-
diovascular disease, stroke, and 
overall vascular health; HDL 
and LDL cholesterol levels; dia-
betes risk; kidney and thyroid 
function; and more.

  Screenings are affordable and 
convenient. Free parking is also 
available.

  Consultants will work with 
you to create a package that 
is right for you based on your 
age and risk factors. Call 877-
237-1287, or visit www.lifeline-
screening.com. Preregistration 
is required.

Affordable health screenings 
coming to Springfield
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Diagnostic Imaging Available in Springfield
No Need to Wait - Call Today.

25 Ridgewood Road   •   Springfield, VT   •   802-885-2151   •   www.springfieldhospital.org

Yes, it’s true!  We have an all new
Diagnostic Imaging Department at
Springfield Hospital. With turnaround
times measured in days or weeks
rather than months, there is no need
to delay your diagnostic imaging. We
have the latest equipment available 
locally in Springfield:

• Nuclear Medicine 
• Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI)
   Wide Bore - Fixed Unit
• Computed Tomography (CT)
• Ultrasound
• Echocardiography
• Bone Densitometry
• Digital X-ray
• 3D Mammography - Tomosynthesis

We collaborate with Dartmouth Health,
whose radiologists read our exams
based on their protocols. Results can
be shared with your doctor. Call today
to schedule your appointment.

802-885-7319

Springfield Hospital
Celebrating 110 Years of Caring
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603-401-8123
10 High Street
Ludlow, VT 

Schedule your Massage 
by Appointment at  

www.massageyogavt.com

Yoga Classes 
Wednesdays at 10 am

Thursdays at 6 pm 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Spring-
field Hospital and Southern 
Vermont Area Health Edu-
cation Center (AHEC) are 
pleased to announce Tess 
Shook as the recipient of this 
year’s Dr. E. Sherburne Lovell 
Health Career Award. Shook 
is a resident of Springfield, Vt., 
and a 2025 graduate of Spring-
field High School. The Lovell 
Award contributes $1,000 per 
year for four years toward a 
student’s academic pursuit 
of a career in health, and is 
funded by the proceeds from 
the annual Springfield Hospi-
tal Apple Blossom event and 
community donations.

  Lovell was a longtime phy-
sician at Springfield Hospi-
tal, and his daughters Melissa 
Post and Elizabeth David said, 
“While he was a man who 
never sought recognition for 
his service in the medical field 
or in the community, we know 
he would be honored to have 
this award named in his mem-
ory. We hope recipients of 

the award will share the same 
sense of wonder and commit-
ment to service in the world of 
medicine that he did.”

  Shook attended the South-
ern Vermont AHEC’s Med-
Quest program at Springfield 
Hospital. “This experience 
helped me decide to pursue la-

bor and delivery nursing, and 
later furthering my degree as a 
midwife,” said Shook. 

  She will be attending Ver-
mont State University, and 
she will be studying nursing. 
Vermont State University of-
fers the 1+1+2 program that 
she will be following. The first-

year students earn a Practi-
cal Nursing Certificate. The 
second-year students earn an 
Associate of Science in Nurs-
ing degree, which makes them 
eligible for registered nurse 
(RN) licensure. The third- and 
fourth-year students complete 
their Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing online, allowing flex-
ibility to work in the field of 
nursing while completing their 
degree. “My goal is to become 
a compassionate and compe-
tent nurse, dedicated to im-
proving the health and lives of 
individuals and communities,” 
said Shook. 

  Alysia Straw, Southern Ver-
mont AHEC director of health 
careers exploration, stated, “It’s 
inspiring to see future health 
professionals, like Tess, sup-
ported on their educational 

journey. We love working with 
our community hospital and 
community members to en-
courage more Vermont youth 
to work towards a career in 
health.”

  “We are delighted to support 
Tess’s education, and wish her 
much success with her stud-
ies,” said Bob Adcock, CEO of 

Springfield Hospital.
  To be eligible for the award, 

students must live in one of 
the towns served by Spring-
field Hospital, and complete 
Southern Vermont AHEC’s 
MedQuest program. For more 
information on the MedQuest 
program, call 802-885-2126, 
or go to www.svtahec.org.

Springfield Hospital awards Lovell Scholarship

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – You 
are invited to a light luncheon 
at Neighborhood Connections, 
5700 Mountain Marketplace, 
Londonderry, Vt., where the 
guest speaker is Dr. H. Gilbert 
Welch, of Brigham & Women’s 
Hospital, on Friday, Aug. 15, 
from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.

  His talk is titled “Will More 
Screening Tests Really Make 
you more Healthy?” Welch 
believes medicine has overin-
vested in screening – particu-
larly cancer screening – to the 
detriment of human health. 
He will explore why screening 
doesn’t work that well, and has 
so little effect, if any, on your 
longevity. Yet it does produce 
real harms: false alarms, cycles 
of more testing, and overdi-
agnosis, finding and treating 
abnormalities that were never 
going to bother you. Much of 
his work has focused on over-
diagnosis in cancer screening, 
in particular screening for mel-
anoma, thyroid, lung, breast, 
and prostate cancer.

  Welch is a general internist 
who has worked for the U.S. 
Indian Health Service, the 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and Dartmouth Medical 
School. For more than three de-
cades, he has been asking hard 
questions about his profession. 
His arguments are frequently 
counterintuitive, even heretical, 
yet have regularly appeared in 
the country’s most prestigious 
medical journals – Annals of 
Internal Medicine, Journal of 
the American Medical Associa-
tion, the New England Journal 
of Medicine, and the Journal of 
the National Cancer Institute – 
as well as in op-eds in the Los 
Angeles Times and the New 
York Times. His most recent 
book is “Less Medicine, More 
Health: 7 Assumptions that 
Drive Too Much Medical Care.”

  Please call 802 824-4343 to 
reserve a seat.

Left to right: Bob Adcock, Mary Perry, Tess Shook, and Aly-
sia Straw.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Neighborhood 
Connections 
screening talk
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rockingham

802-376-9714
Now Open Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Sun-Tue 7am-6pm / Thur 7am-8pm / Fri-Sat 7am-8:30pm

FOOD TRUCK AND CATERING

Open Daily 6:00am - 8:00pm

GARDEN CENTER SALE

6023 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158
802-722-3395   allenbrothersfarms.com

Fresh Sweet Corn, Tomatoes, 
Summer Squash, Zucchini, 

Pickling Cukes, Fresh Eggs, & More!

SSoofftt  SSeerrvvee  &&  OOlldd  FFaasshhiioonneedd  IIccee  CCrreeaamm  ttoooo!!

From Our Farm to Your Table

ENJOY ROCKINGHAM OLD HOME DAYS

Mon-Thurs: 11:30 am - 9:00 pm
Fri & Sat: 11:30 am - 9:30 pm
Sunday: 12 Noon - 9:00 pm

Enjoy Rockingham Old Home Days!

Serving a variety of 
Soups, Chili, BBQ 
Pulled Pork, and more

Friday-Monday
11am - 7pm

35 Sylvan Road
Chester, VT

Check Facebook for 
daily specials and more

We are a full service company 
equipped to meet all your 

plumbing and heating needs

Oil • Propane 
 Diesel • Kerosene  

Wood/Pellet Stoves • Boilers

In Business for over 55 Years!
Prompt & Reliable Service

Competitive Pricing 

Bellows Falls, VT
802-463-3166 • JamesFuels.com

Enjoy Rockingham
Old Home Days

Fall Mountain 
Pharmacy 

78 Atkinson St, 
Bellows Falls, VT  
(802)428-4026 

wwww.fmprx.com 

Mon-Fri 8:30am-6pm 
Sat 9am-5pm

At Fall Mountain Pharmacy, we prioritize 
your health and convenience. We're your 
local partner in wellness, offering reliable 
delivery, compounding, and convenient 
compliance packaging. Experience great
service and expert care, right here in your 
community. Call us to switch today!

(802)428-4023

Enjoy Rockingham Old 
Home Days!

C
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1 9 7 5 - 2 0 2
5

R i v e r  A r t i s a n s  C o o p e r a t i v e
2 8  V i l l a g e  S q u a r e  -  B e l l o w s  F a l l s ,  V T

r i v e r a r t i s a n s c o o p e r a t i v e . c o m

Talking Quilts - Classes - Fabric & Supplies - Longarm & Binding Services

  Rockingham Old Home 
Days is back for the 48th year, 
on Saturday, Aug. 2, from 12-
9:30 p.m., at the Waypoint 

Center in Bellows Falls.
  This beloved annual festival 

brings the community togeth-
er for a full day of music, local 

vendors, games, and family-
friendly activities, capped off 
by a spectacular fireworks dis-
play at dusk.

  Come hungry; this year’s 
event will feature a wide vari-
ety of delicious food from local 
trucks and vendors, including 
barbecue, wood-fired pizza, 
tacos, sweet treats, and more.

  Join us for a day of celebra-
tion, community pride, and 
small-town summer fun. 

Food
  Food lovers will find plenty 

to enjoy, with local vendors of-
fering a wide variety of mouth-
watering options. Athens Pizza 
will be on hand to satisfy your 
slice cravings, and is also host-

ing a brand-new hoops contest 
for attendees to test their skills. 
Smokin’ Bowls brings their 
signature comfort food, while 
the Moose Lodge will be grill-
ing up classic burgers and hot 
dogs. 802 Soul Kitchen and 
Bumbles Birria will be serving 
up bold local flavors, and for 
those with a sweet tooth, fried 
dough, snow cones, iced cof-
fee, lemonade, and treats from 
Mama T’s Sweet Spot will be 
available throughout the day.

Music
The music lineup kicks off 

at 1 p.m., with the Milkhouse 
Heaters, followed by a high-
energy performance by Inter-
cept at 2:30 p.m., and wrapping

Plenty of family fun at the Waypoint Center.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY DEB COLLIER



July 30, 2025 | 11The Vermont Journal

old home days AUG. 2 & 3

LARGE FAST FOOD MENU INCLUDING:
Hamburgers • Hotdogs • Fries • Chicken Fingers • Onion Rings & More!

33 FLAVORS OF HARD ICE CREAM 33 FLAVORS OF HARD ICE CREAM 
22 FLAVORS FRESH SOFT SERVE22 FLAVORS FRESH SOFT SERVE

Non-Fat Yogurt • Sherbet • Sugar-Free Ice Cream • Dairy-Free

73 YEARS ON THE CORNER73 YEARS ON THE CORNER
140 Rockingham St. | 463-9816 | Bellows Falls, VT140 Rockingham St. | 463-9816 | Bellows Falls, VT

Dari JoyDari Joy
SUMMER HOURS
7 Days a Week, 11am - 10pm

1st Kid’s Bash, Aug. 2, 4pm-Dusk
In Dari Joy Parking Lot during Rockingham Old Home Days 

Ice Cream Eating Contest (10 years and under), Free Tattoos, 
Free Face Painting, Music, and More

65 Rockingham St. • Bellows Falls, VT
802-463-4940 • Open Mon.–Fri. at 11:00, Sat. & Sun. at Noon

MONDAY

FRIDAY

TUESDAY

SATURDAY

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY

THURSDAY

Any Menu Item 
and a Draft 

$10

Fish & Chips

$9

Well Drinks

$4

Appetizers

1/2 Price

Vermont 
Drafts

Any Burger 
On The Menu

$4

$7
FREE POOL

Build Your Own 
Bloody Mary Bar

&
Afternoon Movies

Wings
(7 Flavors)

50¢ Each

Feb. 7th Backroad
Feb. 15th Karaoke

Feb. 22nd THC
Feb. 28th Karaoke

EVENTS

Enjoy Rockingham Old Home Days!

802-463-4940

Vintage Clothing 
& Styling

57 The Square
Bellows Falls, VT

802-380-1629

Social Media
@anastasiastarcloset

36th

Aug. 2 & 3
20% Off Sale

Enjoy 

Old Home 

Days!

FOR ALL OF YOUR SEPTIC NEEDS

Proud to serve  
our community.

walpolebank.com  |     |       

Enjoy Rockingham Enjoy Rockingham 
Old Home DaysOld Home Days

WWaallppoollee  VVaalllleeyy  TTiirree

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

KOKOPELLI’S
4 Atkinson St. Bellows Falls, VT

802-732-8267
kkpelli43@gmail.com

Visit us on Facebook at Kokopelli’s LLC

CRYSTALS - GEMSTONES - JEWELRY - HANDBAGS
SOUTHWESTERN RUGS - DECOR 

CANDLES - INCENSE - SAGE BUNDLES 

up with MV-19 taking the 
stage at 5:30 p.m. The festival 
atmosphere will be alive with 
sound, laughter, and celebra-
tion.

Family activities
  Festivalgoers can enjoy per-

formances by circus artists, 
cheer on battling knights in 
armor, explore local craft ven-
dors, and take part in interac-
tive experiences like capoeira 
demonstrations, fish ladder 
tours, and a hands-on Touch-
A-Truck exhibit. Bubble 
machines, games, and prize 

giveaways will keep kids and 
families entertained all after-
noon.

Fireworks
  The event will finish off 

with a bang, with a fireworks 
display over the Connecticut 
River, at 9:30 p.m.

Pilgrimage 
  The day of festivities will 

be followed by a meaningful 
119th pilgrimage to the his-
toric Rockingham Meeting 
House on Sunday, Aug. 3, from 
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

  This is a weekend of tradi-
tion, community, and cel-
ebration. There is something 
for everyone; don’t miss it. 
Admission is free, and all are 
welcome. For updates and full 
event details, visit www.gfrcc.
org/events.

  The Great Falls Regional 
Chamber of Commerce would 

like to extend a heartfelt thank-
you to the many sponsors 
who make this event possible, 
including Best Septic Ser-
vice, the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, Great River Hydro, 
Athens Pizza, Springfield Hos-
pital, Halladay’s Harvest Barn, 
James Plumbing & Heating, 
802 Credit Union, Springfield 
Area Parent Child Center, 

Berkley & Veller, FACT TV, 
WOOL FM, and numerous 
local businesses and organi-
zations who are lending their 

time and talents to help make 
the 48th annual Rockingham 
Old Home Days a celebration 
to remember.

Saturday’s festivities end with a fi rework display.
PHOTO BY ELIJAH ZIMMER
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arts & entertainment

Come for the Food, Stay for the Fun!Come for the Food, Stay for the Fun!

802-228-7797
Kitchen Hours Mon–Fri 4–9pm, Sat 12–9pm, Sun 12-8pm

Monday Open Mic Night at 8:30pm
Tuesday Trivia at 6pm with Rick Davis

Tuesday Wings! Buy 12 Get 6 Free. Not available for takeout
Wednesday Night is Italian Night!

Thursday Irish Session with Gypsy Reel at 6:30pm

CUCUMBERSCUCUMBERS
BLUEBERRIESBLUEBERRIES
FRESH HERBSFRESH HERBS

ZUCCHINI & SUMMER SQUASHZUCCHINI & SUMMER SQUASH
SWEET CORNSWEET CORN

RADISHES & CARROTSRADISHES & CARROTS
CUT YOUR OWN FLOWERSCUT YOUR OWN FLOWERS

Open Daily 9-6Open Daily 9-6

517 Main Street 517 Main Street 
Walpole, NHWalpole, NH

Like us on FacebookLike us on Facebook

DERK BEARDMORE
beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

PUTNEY, Vt. – The Band-
wagon Summer Series con-
tinues its 2025 season with 
a fiery celebration of Latin 
jazz, as Jonathan Powell’s 
Mambo Jazz Party takes the 
stage on Saturday, Aug. 2, 
at 6 p.m., at Cooper Field, 
41 Sand Hill Road, Putney, 
Vt. Tickets are discounted 
in advance at www.next-
stagearts.org, and kids un-
der 12 are free.

  Led by acclaimed trum-
peter Powell, Mambo Jazz 
Party is a thrilling ensemble 
that fuses the infectious 
rhythms of salsa and mam-
bo with the bold textures of 
modern electric jazz. 

  Inspired by a conversa-

tion with a bongocero dur-
ing a masterclass, Powell built 
Mambo Jazz Party around mu-
sic that’s rooted in tradition, 
but driven by celebration and 
spontaneity. 

  This performance is also 
part of Next Stage Arts’ 15th 
anniversary celebration, and 
will honor two of its Commu-
nity Champions, Amelia Dar-
row and Kat McGraw, whose 
support has helped shape the 
organization into a corner-
stone of southern Vermont’s 
cultural landscape.

  This outdoor concert fea-
tures food from Putney Gen-
eral Store, and the return of 
the ever-popular Barr Hill 
cocktails. A dedicated kids’ 

area ensures families can enjoy 
the music while little ones play. 
Audiences are encouraged to 
bring a blanket, folding chair, 
or picnic to enjoy the show 
comfortably.

  The concert is presented 
with support from The Rich-
ards Group and through Jazz 
Road, a national initiative of 
South Arts, funded by the Do-
ris Duke Charitable Founda-
tion, with additional support 
from The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation. Series sponsors 
include M&T Bank, The Peak, 
Lawson’s Finest Liquids, Oak 
Meadow, Brattleboro Reform-
er, and Barr Hill.

  For more information, con-
tact info@nextstagearts.org.

Mambo Jazz Party
WESTON, Vt. – Join the Sun-

days on the Hill Concert Series, 
and experience an unforgetta-
ble afternoon of live music with 
the Equinox Wind Quintet. 
The one-hour concert will be 
held in the Old Parish Church, 
144 Main Street, Weston, Vt., 
on Aug. 3, at 4 p.m. The doors 
open around 3:30 p.m., and 
there are no reserved seats, no 
advance tickets, and admission 

is paid at the door. Please see 
www.sundaysonthehill.org for 
more information and updates. 

  Equinox Wind Quintet 
members are flutist Laurel Ann 
Maurer, oboist Elise Conti, 
clarinetist Betsy LeBlanc, bas-
soonist Molly Finkel, and 
hornist Sel Yargici. Featuring 
music by August Klughardt, 
Darius Milhaud, Malcolm Ar-
nold, Vincent Persichetti, and 

György Ligeti, from the 
compositional whimsy of 
Arnold’s “Three Shanties for 
Wind Quintet,” to Milhaud’s 
evocative score for the 1939 
film “Calvalcade d’amour,” 
to Ligeti’s “Six Bagatelles,” 
which shakes off the shack-
les of mid-20th-century 
Stalinism, the music of these 
composers displays the vast 
range of a wind quintet.

Equinox Wind Quintet

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
“Gruesome Playground Inju-
ries” is a brilliant dark comedy 
by Rajiv Joseph, a finalist for 
the 2010 Pulitzer Prize for Dra-
ma for his play “Bengal Tiger at 
the Baghdad Zoo,” and winner 
of an Obie Award for Best New 
American Play for his play “De-
scribe the Night.”

  “Gruesome Playground In-
juries” tells the story of Kayleen 
and Doug, two friends whose 
lives connect around a series 

of injuries. Spanning ages 8-38, 
the play follows their relation-
ship as they navigate life’s chal-
lenges, often reaching for each 
other’s support, and sometimes 
pulling away. Its nonchrono-
logical structure allows the au-
dience to piece together their 
attraction, and experience how 
injuries can map a lifetime. Jo-
seph highlights the complexity 
and messiness of life, remind-
ing us that it becomes a bit eas-
ier with someone by our side.

  Performances of “Grue-
some Playground Injuries” 
will be from Aug. 1-10, 
with evening shows at 7:30 
p.m., and matinees at 2 p.m. 
Shows will take place at the 
Wild Goose Storefront, 7 
Westminster Street, Bellows 
Falls, Vt. Running time is 
roughly 1.5 hours, with no 
intermission. Tickets are 
available on the Wild Goose 
website, www.wildgoose-
players.com.

“Gruesome Playground Injuries”

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. –
The Bear Mountain Boys, a 
lively group of local musi-
cians known for their unique 
fusion of rock classics and 
contemporary music, will 
continue the Wednesday 
evening summer concert se-
ries at on Aug. 6, at 6 p.m., 
on the Svec Memorial Green 
in Proctorsville. 

  This dynamic group wins 
over audiences with spirited 
acoustic performances and 
infectious energy. Patrick 
Ross on guitar, Bob Ken-
nedy on mandolin, and Da-
vid Ladd on stand-up bass 

all contribute vocal harmony 
to melt your face off with jams 
and classics.

  Bring a picnic, visit with 
friends, or just sit back and lis-
ten to the music. Goodman’s 
American Pie will be dishing 
up their great pizza, and Mur-
dock’s on the Green restaurant 
and Singleton’s General Store 
offer takeout food options, 
and are located on or near the 
Green. 

  The Town of Cavendish and 
the Cavendish Community and 
Conservation Association are 
proud to deliver a summer of 
great music for the enjoyment 

of local residents and visitors 
alike.

  As always, the concerts are 
free and open to the public. 
In case of inclement weather, 
the concert will be moved to 
the Proctorsville Fire Hall, 513 
Main Street. Please watch the 
Cavendish Community and 
Conservation Association’s 
Facebook page for further an-
nouncements. For more infor-
mation, email cavendishcom-
munityconservation@gmail.
com.

  This concert is sponsored by 
Sugar Maple Mountain Retreat 
and Ripley Design Co.

Bear Mountain Boys to perform

REGION – Pikes Falls Cham-
ber Music Festival (PFCM) 
is returning to celebrate the 
2025 summer season with an 
admission-free concert series. 
Concerts begin on Tuesday, 
Aug. 5, and run through Satur-
day, Aug. 9.

  In the summer of 2012, 
Susanna Loewy founded a 
summer festival emphasizing 
music and visual art. PFCM 
has performed 67 concerts in 
southern Vermont, commis-
sioned 14 world premieres, and 
has shown 13 works of visual 
art. 2025 will add four concerts 

and additional community 
events to celebrate 2025 in 
southern Vermont. The Pikes 
Falls Chamber Music Festi-
val highlights musicians from 
the Grammy-nominated In-
scape Chamber Orchestra in 
Washington, D.C., as well as 
musicians from in and around 
Vermont. As is PFCM’s tradi-
tion, a piece by the festival’s 
composer-in-residence will be 
performed at the concluding 
concert.

  The 2025 season includes 
numerous events that are free 
and open to the public.

On Aug. 5, a children’s pro-
gram will be held in the morn-
ing, at the Jamaica Library; and 
a garden concert and celebra-
tion, at 3417 Vermont Route 

30, in the evening. The festi-
val’s main performances will 
be held at the Jamaica Town 
Hall, on Aug. 7 and 10; and 
at the Grafton Community 
Church, on Aug. 8.

  Throughout the week, 
PFCM will also perform pri-
vate concerts for southern 
Vermont assisted living facili-
ties in Manchester and Town-
shend.

  For more information on 
the Pikes Falls Chamber Music 
Festival, visit us online at www.
pikesfallschambermusicfes-
tival.com, or email executive 
director Loewy at info@pikes-
fallschambermusicfestival.com 
or managing director Andy 
Sabol at andysabol@pikesfalls-
chambermusicfestival.com.

Pikes Falls Chamber Music Festival
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