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2025 Town Meeting results

Grafton

Selectboard, two years — Buzz Fisher

Rockingham

Selectboard, three years — John Dunbar

Public library trustee, three years — Ginny
Driscoll, Margo Ghia, Bonnie North

Rockingham School Board, three years —
Christopher Kibbe

Union High School #27 director, three
years — Ginny Driscoll

Rockingham Town School District budget,
$11,249,089 - Yes

Article 5, town budget, $6,817,593 — Yes

Article 7, Rockingham Free Public Library
budget, $436,700 - Yes

Article 9, fire department merger — Yes

Article 10, Bellows Falls Train Station
cleanup, $137,500 - Yes

Article 11, Meeting House capital fund,
$22,000 - Yes

Article 12, $375,000 for town hall roof and
roof drain replacement — Yes

Springfield

School director - Jessica Austin

Library trustee — Carrie Mobus

Article 4, town budget, $15,872,049 - Yes

Article 5, Road/sidewalk repaving and con-
struction budget, $1,000,000 - Yes

Article 6, 1% local options tax on rooms
and meals - Yes

Article 7, SAPA TV funding, $10,000 - Yes

Article 11, $800,000 from Springfield
School District fiscal year 24 surplus to dis-
trict capital fund - yes

February Elks BFUHS Student
of the Month ——— §§&

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
It is a pleasure to announce
that Cadance James has and asks

is always eager to contrib-
ute thoughtful insights,

Article 12, $800,000 from Springfield
School District fiscal year 24 surplus to dis-
trict operating expense reserve fund - Yes

Article 13, school budget, $40,742,326 -
No

Article 13A - Transfer of land on South-
ridge Street from school district to town for
housing development - Yes

Weathersfield

Selectboard, three years — DeForest Bearse

Article 6, town budget, $1,890,527 - Yes

Article 7, municipal firefighter stipends,
$80,000 - Yes

Article 8, highway budget, $1,283,541 - Yes

Article 9, solid waste management facility
budget, non-taxed revenue, $412,360 — Yes

Westminster

Selectboard, three years — Craig Allen

Selectboard, two years — Charles “Chucky”
Lawrence

Union High School #27 director - Emily
Bragonier

Article 4, Town Fire District budget,
$364,800 - Yes

Article 5,
$125,000 - Yes

Article 9, town budget, $1,398,018 — Yes

Article 10, highway budget, $1,774,500 -
Yes

Article 26, Westminster Town School Dis-
trict budget, $5,308,124 - Yes

Bellows Falls Union High School

Bellows Falls Union High School budget,
$8,536,884 — Yes

utility vehicle purchase,
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Springfield Town Meeting-

BY PAULA BENSON

The Vermont Journal

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
On Monday, March 3,
town and school district
moderator John Brady
opened the Springfield
Town Meeting by intro-
ducing Boy Scout Troop
252, who led the Pledge of
Allegiance. The meeting
was informational only,
giving all those in atten-
dance the opportunity to
comment on any of the 29
articles presented.

There was no discus-
sion on Articles 2-3,
which proposed nomi-
nal compensation for
the town moderator and
each of the selectboard
members. These articles
passed the following day.

The town budget, a to-
tal sum of $15,872,049,
was proposed in Article 4.
Town manager Jeft Mo-
bus reported that health
insurance costs were up
by 22%, and the cost of
services had increased.
“You cant try to bal-
ance your budget on the
backs of your employees,”
Mobus commented. “If
youre not paying market
wages...youre not going
to have the employees to
do the services”

Mobus recognized cur-
rent public works direc-

tor Jeff Strong, who was in
attendance, and announced
that Strong would be retir-
ing at the end of this calen-
dar year. Mobus thanked
Strong for his more than 40
years of service to Spring-
field, where he has “worn
many hats”

Library director Sue
Dowdell had also submitted
her resignation to Mobus,
after having served the town
for six years.

Mobus reviewed a slide
presentation  that broke
out the amount of taxes re-
quired in fiscal year 2026,
$12,307,313, an increase of
$657,307, or 5.75%. Howev-
er, there was an increase of
6.1% in other revenue that
reduced the percentage of
taxes to be raised to 5.34%.

Mobus stated that the
largest percentage of the
town budget, 27%, goes to-
ward public works, which
covers the cost to maintain
the town’s infrastructure.
He noted that this year’s
budget reflects a more real-
istically balanced distribu-
tion of expenditures due to
town finance director Cathy
Sohngen reallocating health
insurance costs of about $1.2
million to align with appro-
priate personnel within each
department’s budget, rather
than presenting it in one
lump sum.

Mobus reported on

been named the February
Elks Student of the Month
for Bellows Falls Union
High School (BFUHS).
Cadance, a junior, is the
daughter of Jarrod and Jill
James, of Bellows Falls, Vt.
James, an exceptional
student whose dedica-
tion and work ethic set her
apart, is a pleasure to have
in the classroom. She works
hard in her courses, con-
sistently demonstrating an
unwavering commitment
to her education, a deep cu-
riosity for learning, and an
impressive ability to engage
with complex material.
Not only is James a hard
worker, she is also an active
participant in discussions,
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meaningful
questions. She never shies
away from a challenge,
and approaches obstacles
with a problem-solving
mindset and a willingness
to grow. Whether work-
ing independently or
collaborating with peers,
James maintains a level of
professionalism and focus
that are rare among stu-
dents her age.

Beyond her academic
strengths, James possesses
an innate sense of respon-
sibility and integrity. She
takes ownership of her
learning, consistently
striving for excellence in
everything she does. Her
passion for knowledge is
contagious, inspiring those

8 High Street @ PO Box 228 © Ludlow, T
PO Box 116 ® Rutland, VT 05702
802-228-3600

www.VermontJournal.com

Cadance James.
PHOTO PROVIDED

around her to push
themselves further.

Without a doubt,
James is a standout stu-
dent who will thrive in
any academic or profes-
sional setting. BFUHS
and the Elks are proud
to have her represent us
with this award.

publisher@vermontjournal.com
editor@VermontJournal.com
sales@VermontJournal.com

billing@VermontJournal.com

$70,000 in additional fund-
ing this year for economic
development costs, ap-
proved by the board last
year. “The way you reduce
the tax rate] Mobus ex-
plained, “is to grow the
Grand List. So, the board
is working very hard on
economic development to
attract new businesses and
new residents”

Upon Mobus’ recommen-
dation, the selectboard ap-
plied $300,000 of fiscal year
2023 surplus funds to the
amount to be raised by taxes
in fiscal year 2026. That will
bring the amount of the tax
increase down to $357,307, a
reduction of 3.15%. Spring-
field voters approved the
budget by Australian ballot
the nest day.

Article 5 appropriated $1
million for repaving, road
construction, gravel road
improvements, and ancil-
lary services, as specified in
the Road Surface Manage-
ment System (RSMS) re-
port prepared in 2022 as a
15-year improvement plan.
This amount will be added
to the current highway bud-
get of $325,000.

Article 6 proposed a 1%
local options tax applied to
meals and rooms, in addi-
tion to the state’s 9% meals
and rooms tax. The

See TOWN on Page 2

HB Energy
donates to
Our Place

SPRINGFIELD, Vi. - Pictured o2
are Phaedra Cilibrasi and Me- yin N
lissa Jenne of HB Energy, with -
donations received for the Our ‘
Place Drop In Center in Bellows =

Falls, www.ourplacevermont.
org. Cilibrasi set up donation
boxes in various areas, includ-
ing the HB office, and brought
the donations to Bellows Falls
recently. Thank you to everyone

who helped make this happen.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Home Tesla Batter

EMAIL YOUR SHORT, 2-3
SENTENCE CALENDAR EVENTS

calendar@vermontjournal.com

The deadline for all content is Friday at 12 p.m.
for the following Wednesday publication.

EMAIL YOUR DISPLAY ADS
AND CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

ads@vermontjournal.com

EMAIL YOUR PRESS RELEASES,
ARTICLES, AND PHOTOS

editor@vermontjournal.com
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Springfield Rotary

hears from fire chief —
“E T W

Springfield Fire Chief

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -

Paul Stagner talked
about the Springfield
Fire Department at the
recent Springfield Ro-
tary Club meeting, held
at the SAPCC Work-
force Development &
Training Center. The
fire department was
established in 1835.
Last year it handled
over 3,300 calls, 82% of
which involved emer-
gency medical servic-
es. In addition to fire
protection, the depart-
ment is involved with
advanced life support,
vehicle  extrications,
HAZMAT responses, active

[ i€ build GOODWIL

Springfield Fire Chief Paul Stagner.
PHOTO PROVIDED

threat responses, ice res-

N
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cue, and tech-
nical rescue. To
learn more, visit
WWW.spring-
fieldvt.gov/fire.
The Rotary
Club of Spring-
field, founded
in 1927, is an
active commu-
nity service club
of more than
40 members
who engage in
community and
human service
projects both lo-
cally and inter-
nationally. For
more informa-
tion, visit www.
springfieldvtrotary.org.

N

Meet your legislators at

Rockingham Library

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
On Saturday, March 15,
at 10:30 a.m., come to the
second-floor meeting room
of the Rockingham Free
Public Library in Bellows
Falls to meet with your
Windham-3 (Brookline,
Rockingham, and West-
minster) House Reps. Mi-
chelle Bos-Lun and Leslie

Goldman, along with Sens.
Wendy Harrison and Nader
Hashim. This session will
provide an opportunity for
community members to
ask questions about issues
that will be addressed in the
legislative session. Legisla-
tors will give updates about
expected legislative priori-
ties and pending bills, and

take your concerns to
Montpelier. Come for a
conversation about cur-
rent issues, and bring
your questions. Contact
Rep. Leslie Goldman
with your questions at
lgoldman@leg.state.vt.us
or 802-380-4285. This
event is free and open to
the public.

HB Energy Solutions

We are looking to add talented
people to our team

NOW HIRING

Plumbers, Electricians, HVAC Technicians, Drivers,
Administrators, and Maintenance Crews
Experienced and Apprentice-level positions available

Call us Today! 802-885-2300

Thanks to our excellent employees and outstanding
customers who appreciate value and professional service.
Our company continues to grow and prosper.

30 Years of Serving our Communities with Comprehensive
Home Energy Expertise!

Whitman appointed to
AMS Board on Pre-College

Education

TOWNSHEND, Vt. -
Bruce Whitman, of Le-
land and Gray Union
High School, has been
appointed to a three-year
term on the Board on
Pre-College Education of
the American Meteoro-
logical Society (AMS).

The mission of the

Board on Pre-College

Education is threefold: to

promote precollege educa-
tion in science and mathe-
matics, specifically through
atmospheric, oceanic, and
hydrological sciences; to
promote the development
of pedagogical and refer-
ence resources for educa-
tors; and to provide support
for AMS education pro-
grams.

Whitman has been a

teacher at Leland and Gray
for 25 years, and currently
teaches two dual enrollment
classes in atmospheric sci-
ence and chemistry through
Northern Vermont Uni-
versity - Lyndon Campus,
along with human anatomy
and physiology, biology, the
natural history of Vermont,
and introductory classes in
chemistry and physics.

Neighbors Together Mom Prom

LUDLOW, Vt. - Local
organization Neighbors
Together will host Mom
Prom 2025, on March 14,
at the Ludlow Commu-
nity Center. This exciting,
ladies-only event is de-
signed to bring together
mothers and women
from our community for
a night of fun, friendship,
and fundraising.

Mom Prom is not just
about dancing and dress-
ing up - it’s about making
a difference. Neighbors
Together is an organiza-

tion dedicated to bringing
the community together,
from children to adults, of-
fering free of charge cooking
classes, snacks at schools,
holiday celebrations, beds,
clothes, crafts, etc. Through
ticket sales, raffles, and gen-
erous donations from com-
munity partners like you, we
aim to raise much-needed
funds to support this worthy
cause.

We would be honored if
you would consider donat-
ing to our event via spon-
sorship (monetary contri-

butions to help cover event
costs), in-kind donations
(items for our raffle, auction,
or giveaways), or services
(gift cards, professional ser-
vices, or other offerings).

As a donor, your gen-
erosity will be recognized
through event promotions,
social media shout-outs,
and on-site signage, ensur-
ing your business receives
exposure to a wonderful and
engaged audience. More im-
portantly, you'll be helping
to create lasting change in
our community.

TOWN
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additional funds are in-

tended to reduce property
tax rates. This article was
also approved the following
day.

Aimee Parnell, execu-
tive director of SAPA TV
in Springfield, was present
to address the meeting with
regards to their request of
$10,000 in Article 7. SAPA
TV has provided Springtield
with video coverage and ar-
chiving services for the se-
lectboard and school board
for more than 25 vyears,
Parnell reported. Fiscal year
2026 will be the first year
SAPA TV is asking for com-
pensation from the towns

they cover to offset decreas-
ing cable television subscrib-
ers, which in the past has
contributed more than 80%
of the public access net-
work’s annual income. The
article passed.

Articles 9-13, pertaining
to the school board, school
budget, and taxes, were re-
viewed, and some questions
were brought up regarding
declining enrollment num-
bers versus increasing costs.
“Something doesn’'t add up,”
commented one Springfield
resident.

The school district budget
of $40,742,326 for the ensu-
ing fiscal year is an expendi-
ture of $13,918 per student,
a 3.98% increase from the
current budget.

Cannabis Company
MON-SAT | 10 AM - 7 PM

SUN|1MAM-5PM

342 Depot Street
Manchester Center, Vermont Dispensary

802-210-4010
Join us in celebrating
Vermont’s rich cannabis culture,
and experience the Verdiggity difference.

where quality, sustainability, and community
come together to create something truly special.

(FDA). For use
KEEP THIS P T AWA

Cannabis has nal been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Adminisiration
inchviduais 21 y{earsdageand oldar o
FROM CHILDREN
PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING Possession or use of cannabis may carmy signi cant
legal penalfies in some jurisdiciions andunder fiaderal law. i may not be ransponed outside
ofthe stale cf Vermont. Thee edts of edible cannabis may be delayed by two hours or more:
Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concaniration coordination, and judgment
Persons 25 years and younger may be mare |
brain It is agangt the kw to dive of operate
procuct Maticnal Poison Control Center (800) 2221222

PETS, DO NOT Ut F

to expenience harm to the developing
inery when under the in uence of this

Springfield resident and
school budget committee
member Rey Rigney ad-
dressed the meeting with re-
gards to the “transition plan
that was so arbitrarily and
deceitfully pushed through
without a care for what any
of the parents in Springtfield
might have wanted.” Rigney
was referring to the proposal
to move fifth graders to the
middle school.

Rigney remarked that the
plan was approved hastily
and behind the backs of par-
ents, with none of the trans-
parency promised. He con-
cluded by stating that he no
longer supported the budget,
and no longer trusted the
school board.

There was some discus-
sion on meeting the needs of
special education students,
and selectboard member
Michael Martin addressed
the meeting speaking as a
Springfield citizen who had
worked on the school bud-
get that eventually passed
last year. “Nationwide, spe-
cial needs students represent
about 13% of enrollment,
Martin stated. “In Vermont,
[that number] is about 17%.
In Springfield, it is closer to
28%”

About one-third of the
proposed school budget cov-
ers special needs students.

Springfield voters disap-
proved the budget at the
following day’s vote, one of
only nine school districts
statewide to do so.

Articles 14-29 proposed
the appropriation of funds to
various social services, such
as SEVCA, Senior Solutions,
Valley Health Connections,
Turning Point Recovery, the
Springfield Art and Histori-
cal Society, and the Spring-
field Community Band. All
articles passed the following
day.
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Goin’ to town

BY RON PATCH

802-374-0119
ronpatch27@gmail.com

The first photo with this
article was taken in Bellows
Falls.

The Bellows Falls photo

This is a mounted photo
with black mount. Dating
photos can be determined
by the color of the mount.
As decades passed, colors
of mounts changed as tastes
changed. This photo would
date from 1900-1910, give
or take a couple years.

There is some history
written on the reverse:
“This was taken in Bellows
Falls Vt when I was visit-
ing Phil my brother They
in that town were to have
a Fourth of July Parade So
I helped my brother & wife
to trim their automobile
Their son is in the Small
Auto on front which was all
‘red’ The car we trimmed

Genealogy Interest Group —

REGION - The next in-
person and Zoom meeting
of the Windham County
Genealogy Interest Group
(WCGIG) will focus on an
exploration of “The New
Full Text Search on Fami-
lySearch,” and  “Getting
Acquainted with the New
Interface at Chronicling
America; on  Saturday,
March 15, from 10:30 a.m. -
12:30 p.m., over Zoom and
at Brooks Memorial Library.
In case of inclement weather,
it will be Zoom-only.

Please register at www.
bit.ly/wcgig2025. A Zoom
link will be sent before the
meeting. For those people
in the local vicinity, an in-
person meeting will also be
conducted at Brooks Memo-
rial Library, 224 Main Street,
Brattleboro, Vt.

FamilySearch’s new Full
Text Search is designed to
significantly streamline the
research process by allowing
users to search the text con-
tained within images of doc-
uments. Whether it's a hand-
written record or a typed
document, this tool not only
highlights the name being
searched, but also provides
an automatic transcription
of the document. For docu-
ments that have not been
indexed, Full Search uses
advanced recognition tech-

with  white cheese
cloth and Hydrangeas
which grew on their
land”

Check out the detail
in the decoration. The
hydrangeas are a won-
derful complement.
The car is completely
covered, so identify-
ing it might be impos-
sible.

Notice the boy in
his pedal car sitting
on the hood. His car
is decorated too. I love his
smile. The driver is dressed
rather smartly with a cap.
His wife sits next to him.
Behind her is a young girl
with a white hat. Behind
her are two well-dressed
women. The one closest is
holding a baby.

I'm hoping there’s enough
of the house visible for
someone to identify the
location. It has a rather dis-
tinctive porch.

nology to pinpoint the exact
location of a person’s name
within the record, elimi-
nating the need for tedious
page-by-page  navigation.
Users can now find relevant
information more quickly
and accurately, saving hours
of painstaking work. This
tool will be especially valu-
able for those working with
unindexed or hard-to-read
documents, giving them
access to hidden gems that
were once too difficult to ex-
tract. Full Search is currently
available as an experimental
tool on FamilySearch, and
its development will con-
tinue to evolve based on user
feedback. Come to the meet-
ing and let’s see what we can
discover.

Over the past year, the Li-
brary of Congress has been
redesigning an interface to
the all-important Chroni-
cling America. Since 2006,
the Chronicling America
Historic American Newspa-
pers collection provides ac-
cess to select digitized news-
paper pages produced by the
National Digital Newspaper
Program (NDNP), a part-
nership between the Na-
tional Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) and the
Library of Congress. The
consortium has digitized
more than 3 million items,

Securit d investm

%, §B HUNTLEY
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Complete Financial Advisory Services
Including:
Comprehensive Investment Management
Life Insurance
Fixed and Variable Annuities
Retirement Income Strategies
% % %

Call for an Appointment Today!
Thank you, Derek Karner

802-228-5774

101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

ties and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately
owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services references b

here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

The Bellows Falls parade car.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

Upper Bartonsville photo
This photo was taken in
Upper Bartonsville. The
buggy is drawn by two
horses. There’s a large sign
on therear. I can’t read it all,
but can make out, “Merry
widow Willis” Below that
is a music score. They are
likely headed to a parade.
The family
The man on the porch
with white shirt is Louis
Marshall. Louis was a stee-

and made these historical
newspapers accessible for
searching through 1963.
Over the past year, the li-
brary has been redesigning
the interface, and will be
migrating to the new design
very shortly. We will explore
the changes from the legacy
site to the new site, as well as
visit “Chronicling America:
A Guide for Researchers” for

L

FOOD SHEL

e Marshall f

plejack, and had been a
cowboy in one of the Wild

L ST N ‘
Louis Marshall at Eagle Ranch.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

F/

search tips and how best to
use the collection, and a few
of the topics in “Chronicling
America” compiled by the
librarians at the Library of
Congress.

This event is free and open
to all. For more informa-
tion, contact the Windham
County Genealogy Interest
Group at windhamcounty-
gig@gmail.com.

BLACK RIVER GOOD
NEIGHBOR SERVICES

Hours: Monday-Friday,
10 AM-3 PM

Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

“We are here to hely”

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149

Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

/‘\/

/.\/
Aqua-Aid Systems

WATER CONDITIONING & FILTRATION

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon, and arsenic
problems in the Windham and
Windsor Counties since 1984

e Water Conditioning
¢ Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

¢ [ron and Manganese Removal
e Radon & Arsenic Removal
e Systems Maintenance
e Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

Hellenbrand

What's In Your Water?2™

ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

800-252-8484

DS Y

West shows. In front of him,
at ground level, is a woman
wearing a hat
with a 3-foot di-
ameter brim. A
man wearing a
top hat holds the
horse’s bridle. A
woman and two
young children
sit on the porch.

I think this
may be the Al-
bert  Marshall
place. If you take
the road from
Upper Bartons-
ville to Cam-
bridgeport, you
will pass Mar-
shall Road on the
right. 65 years
ago, I went with
my mother and
Florence Pierce
out to Marshall

amily, of Upper Bartonsville, going to a parade.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

Road to see Louis Marshall.
I’'m pretty sure Louis’s cabin
was on his father Alberts
land. If ’'m wrong, I'm sure
someone will correct me.

The house with ell, and
then an attached barn, is
classic New England archi-
tecture. In the winter a man
could leave the Kkitchen,
pass through the ell, into
the barn to feed and take
care of his animals, all with-
out ever going outdoors. It
was a very good system.
Many of these old places
have lost their barns. Kim
Kendall’s barns are as they
were 150 or more years ago.
This photo would date to
1900-1910.

This week’s old saying:
“You have to hoe a few
rows of corn with a man to
know him.”

Mailing
PO Box 27
\Proctorsville, VT 05153

Ryan M Gurdak CPA

Tax Preparation and Accounting Services

ryan@rmgurdakcpa.com
802-236-6852

\

Physical
101 Main St, 2nd Floor
Ludlow, VT 05149
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Get Your GREEN On MARCH 16 & 17
Happy St. Patty’s Day!
BUY 2 & GET 3rd for 50% Off!

¥
. ‘estfnat'w“o.

All THC & CBD Flower: Bulk, Pre-Packed &
Pre-Rolls, Upstate Elevator’s Yuzu Gummies, Zesty
Lime CBD Ginger Ale & other GREEN packaged
products. Visit our website for details.

New Loyalty Awards Program
Ask our Budtenders how to enroll in our
Loyalty Program!

Friday Nights Mexican Meal Deals, 5:30-8pm
Purchase $50 of products and receive a
$10 meal ticket for Maria’s Mexican.
Good for that weekend of purchase.

$10 Value Menu Every Monday & Tuesday
We have an array of high-quality products
for $10/each. Stop by or check our website!

7 Pineview Drive, Chester 802-875-WEED DownToTheRootsVT.com

ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT
AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or
use of cannabis may carry significant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law.
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The effects of edible cannabis may be
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration,
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience
harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the
influence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.
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Geraldine M. Noor, 1935-2025 Nathan J. Webster, 1975-2025

CHESTER, Vt. - Geral-
dine M. “Gerry” Noor, 89,
died Feb. 26, 2025, at the
Dartmouth Hitchcock Med-
ical Center, after a brief ill-
ness. She was born July 10,
1935, in Springfield, Vt., the
daughter of Roger C. and
Mary (Costello) Drugg. She
graduated from Black River
High School, Class of 1953,
and later from Becker Col-
lege in Worcester, Mass.

She married George Noor
in 1960, at her family home
in Proctorsville, Vt.

Gerry worked at Gen-
eral Electric, Mary Hitch-
cock Memorial Hospital as
a medical secretary, and in
many local doctors’ offices
in Springfield, before retir-
ing from Ridgewood Asso-
ciates after many years, in
the early 2000s.

Gerry and George enjoyed
traveling, taking trips to
Finland, Estonia, and Nova
Scotia. She enjoyed knitting,
cross stitching, was an avid
reader, and took great pride

Geraldine Noor, 1935-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

in caring for the home that
George built for them.

She is survived by her hus-
band George.

She was predeceased by
her parents, and by her
brother John Drugg.

Services will be held at the
convenience of the family.

Memorial contributions
may be made in her name
to the charity of one’s choice.

Davis Memorial Chapel in
Springfield, Vt., is assisting
with arrangements.

-
OBITUARIES:

at 12 p.m.

A basic 200-word obituary is $75, and $0.50 per word
thereafter. A black and white photo is an additional
$10. Email to editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday
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VERMONT

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. -
Nathan J. Webster, 49, died
Wednesday, March 5, 2025,
at the Jack Byrne Center in
Lebanon, N.H.

Nate was born July 22,
1975, in Springfield, Vt., a
son of Donald and Janice
(Smith) Webster. He gradu-
ated from Green Moun-
tain Union High School in
1993, and attended St. Jo-
seph’s College in Rutland,
Vt. He worked at Okemo,
Vermont Fresh Pasta, and
Mack Molding, until health
concerns forced him to stop

working.
Nate enjoyed playing
Dungeons &  Dragons,

watching anime, playing
video games, and follow-
ing Doctor Who. He had a
great sense of humor, and
loved making people laugh.

He is preceded in death
by his father Donald Web-
ster. Nate is survived by
his mother Janice Web-
ster, of Proctorsville, Vt.;
his daughter Ariana Web-
ster, of Springfield, Vt.; his
brothers Donald Webster
Jr., of Burlington, Vt., Neil
Webster (Kim), of Brain-
tree, Mass., and Alan Web-
ster (Tre), of Margate, Fla.;
his sisters Veronica Web-

Nqihan Webster, 1975-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

ster (Karen Gour), of White
River Junction, Vt., and
Jennifer Paquette (Terry),
of Proctorsville, Vt.; close
friend Dean Whitcomb, of
North Springfield, Vt.; and
several aunts, uncles, niec-
es, and nephews.

Knight Funeral Home in
White River Junction has
been entrusted with ar-
rangements. A gathering
will be announced at a later
date. Condolences may
be expressed in an online
guestbook at www.knight-
funeralhomes.com.

Memorial contributions
may be made to Dartmouth
Health Financial Assis-
tance, One Medical Center
Drive, Lebanon, NH 03756.

r

VermontJournal.com.
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CHURCH SERVICES:

We run Church Services on an alternating schedule.
Subject to space. All services are posted online at www.
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David Chaves
EXCAVATING

Family Owned & Opernated Siuce 1950

Complete Site Work

From Clearing to Finish
Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA). For use by individuals 21 years of age and older
or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM
CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING.
Possession or use of cannabis may carry significant legal penalties in
some jurisdictions and under federal law. It may not be transported
outside of the state of Vermont. The effects of edible cannabis may be
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can
impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and
younger may be more likely to experience harm to the developing brain.
It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the in-
fluence of this product. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.

Specializing In

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Equine Land Development & Ponds

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

PWAHT UNTIL «
dla TASTE IT

Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

- IS NN NI NENIN

78237XDS  separately $366:93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

ORDER
NOW!

Butcherss Classic Pack
Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)
Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)
FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

$129%

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7199 | 1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 78237XDS

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping
address that includes 78237. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. tems may be
substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales
are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/25. 24M7165 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

Scan Now To Order
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OPINION

Dear Editor,

Last month I had a fall,
and when the pain persisted
and the swelling didn’t go
down, I was worried that I
might have fractured my an-
kle, so I went to Springfield
Hospital to get it checked
out. When I got there, the
ambulance driver told me
Id have to sit in the wait-
ing room because they were
packed. While I was wait-
ing, there was a small child
crying in her mother’s lap
because her leg was in a lot
of pain. Her mother told me
that she had been waiting
for two hours. An hour later,
I finally got moved into a
room and got X-rayed. For-
tunately, there was no frac-
ture, just an acute sprain, so
I went home and have been
treating it with ice.

While I was there, a nurse
came in with a warm blan-
ket, and told me that it was
the last warm blanket. That’s
not right - they should have
enough medical supplies
to provide what everyone
needs.

I also heard a staff person
say that six ambulances had

Dear Editor,

I see where the current ad-
ministration is getting com-
mitments to invest in Amer-
ica. So, I wonder where our
congressional delegation isin
trying to get a commitment
for some of these industries
to be in Vermont, specifically
in Springfield, Vt. In the past
they have concentrated their
efforts in northern half of
Vermont instead of south-
ern Vermont. There is an
opportunity for Vermont to
grow and attract the younger
generation, reduce taxes, in-
crease the housing, and keep
citizens in Vermont. So, what
are you doing?

They also have advised that
the federal budget there has
a need to cut waste, fraud,
and abuse. We can all agree
on that, but instead of work-
ing with this administration,
they fight against it on how
it is being done. So, instead
of being part of the solution
and having input, they are
part of the problem. This is
where the American citizens
are not being represented.

The Republicans, Demo-
crats, and Independents
are all guilty for the deficit
spending on the federal bud-
get. It's time to address this,
and it’s time for the federal
government to live within
a budget. The last time a

pulled in - and they were
already overcrowded, which
is why other patients and I
had long waits. One of the
ambulance drivers said that
they had seen an increase in
calls for Springfield since the
Bellows Falls Health Center
closed. I myself have been to
the Springfield emergency
room in the past, and I nev-
er had as long a wait as I did
this time.

Closing the Bellows
Falls Health Center has al-
ready put extra demand on
Springfield Hospital. I've
been reading in the news
that this hospital may be
slated for closure. I, along
with other people in Bellows
Falls, rely on Springfield
Hospital for emergency care
as well as other hospital care.
Instead of closing, we need
the Springfield Hospital to
stay open with adequate
staffing and all the supplies
and medications that the
staft need to care for us.

Sincerely,
Rhonda Holland
Bellows Falls, Vt.

budget was level funded was
with President Clinton.

Let me remind them, they
had that opportunity the last
four years to address the is-
sues, and they did nothing.
Job growth came from the
federal government instead
of the private sector. You
now are seeing people laid
off from the federal govern-
ment, as there is a need to cut
expenses. This is no different
than the private sector doing
the same thing to save their
business.

When the Democratic
Party, your Democratic rep-
resentatives, and most of the
people all agree on a topic,
that is fine, but when the
Democratic Party disagrees,
the representatives tend to
agree with the Democratic
Party instead of the people
they are supposed to repre-
sent. They are afraid to go
against the Democratic Par-
ty. Its time to work together
for Vermonters, instead of
pulling the childish act they
did during the presidential
address.

I would recommend to
them to stop gaslighting the
Vermonters and get to work.

Sincerely
Doug Johnston
Springfield, Vt.

\

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Subject to space. May

be edited for clarity, grammatical errors, and libelous
statements. Must be kept under 400 words. Must include
name and town for publication. Viewpoints do not
necessarily reflect the views of The Vermont Journal &
The Shopper.

POLITICAL LETTERS Due to the volume of
political letters we receive during elections, and the
increased cost of adding pages to the paper to print them
all, political letters are charged at the rate of $75 for 200
words, and $0.50 per word thereafter. Political letters
include endorsing, electioneering, or campaigning for, or
against, a sepcific candidate or party.
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Michael A. Dunda Jr., 1940-2025

WESTON, Vt. - Michael
A. Dunda Jr., 84, died un-
expectedly at his home in
Weston, Vt., on Thursday,
Feb. 27, 2025. He was born
on Sept. 4, 1940, in Philadel-
phia, Pa., the son of Michael
and Hilda (Smyser) Dunda.

On Feb. 13, 1960, he mar-
ried his high school sweet-
heart Barbara G. Meister in
Runnemede, N.J. They were
married for 56 years before
she predeceased him on
May 13, 2016.

As a senior at Triton Re-
gional High School, Michael
received a full scholarship to
play baseball at Brown Uni-
versity, and three different
MLB teams tried to recruit
him. He declined both op-
portunities to pursue his
dream of being a dairy
farmer. He worked and lived
on a dairy farm for a short
period before starting his
more than 40-year career
as a longshoreman on the
docks of Philadelphia, Pa.,
and Camden, N.]. He owned
and operated the Station
House, a small family res-
taurant in Haddon Heights,
N.J., from 1990-1998.

Michael, Barbara, and
Barbara’s mother Althea
moved to Weston, Vt., af-
ter Michael retired in 1998.
Michael enjoyed working
on his property with his
Kubota tractor, driving his

David C. Merrill Jr.,

1954-2025

BENNINGTON, Vt. -
David C. Merrill Jr. passed
away on March 1, 2025,
at the Vermont Veterans
Home in Bennington. Da-
vid was born on April 1,
1954, in Bellows Falls, Vt.,
to David and Jeanne (Jen-
ks) Merrill. He attended
Springfield High School,
graduating in 1972. He at-
tended West Point Military
Academy, and graduated
from Franklin Pierce Uni-
versity. He served in the
US. Army.

David is survived by his
son Keith Merrill, of Dav-
enport, Fla.; and daughter
Kristina McKeighan (Ja-
son) and grandson Blake

First Baptist Church of
Bellows Falls, 9 Church
St.

Traditional Baptist Services
held Sunday mornings

at 10 a.m. Handicap
accessible. 802-463-
3220.

North Charlestown
United Methodist
Church, 471 River Rd.
Worship is Sundays at 9
a.m. Holy communion is
celebrated the first Sunday
of every month. Go to
www.facebook.com/
UMCOfNorthCharlestown

for more information.

o

Michael Dunda Jr., 1940-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Mustang convertible, and
spending time with his fam-
ily and friends. He and Bar-
bara could be spotted driv-
ing around town with the
top down and blasting the
heat.

He is survived by his
son Michael A. Dunda III
(Donna); two daughters
Kimberly Dunda (Dennis)
and Randi Dunda-Martin
(René); daughter-in-law
Joanne; 11 grandchildren;
11 great-grandchildren; and
sisters Carol Stewart (Larry)
and Nancy (sister-in-law).

He was predeceased by
his parents, one son Scott
T. Dunda, brother Thomas,
and brother-in-law Larry.

Services will be held at a
later date.

Davis Memorial Chapel
in Springfield, Vt., is assist-
ing with arrangements.

=

David Merrill Jr., 1954-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

McKeighan, of Rutland, Vt.
David was predeceased by
his parents, and two broth-
ers Daniel and Bruce Mer-
rill.

Burial will be private.

First Universalist Parish
of Chester, Route 103
North

Services are Sundays

at 10 a.m. in person.
Sunday services run from
September to early June.
Contact chesterviuu@
gmail.com for a Zoom link
for the service.

Annunciation Catholic
Church, Corner of Depot
and High St.

Masses are celebrated

on Saturday at 4:30 p.m.
and on Sunday at 9 a.m.
For further information,
see our website at

Susan A. Hickey, 1952-2025

WINDSOR, Vt. - Su-
san A. Hickey, 72, died on
Monday, March 3, 2025, at
Mount Ascutney Hospital.
She was born in Windsor,
on Oct. 27, 1952, and lived
in Windsor and the sur-
rounding areas for most of
her life. She graduated from
Windsor High School, and
married John G. Hickey
on Oct. 7, 1972. She en-
joyed her role as a military
spouse, living on bases in
Germany and across the
United States, and welcom-
ing two sons to their fam-
ily. In 1977, they moved
stateside, and settled in the
Windsor area.

She wanted the best for
her sons, encouraged them
to try anything, and taught
them to follow through.
Once her sons were in high
school she embarked on a
more than 20-year career
with the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

Susan loved visiting
coastal Maine, enjoying
the scent of the ocean air,
walking in the waves, and
relaxing on the beach. Back
home, she was a talented
gardener with thriving
houseplants and large flow-
er and vegetable beds, cre-
ating outdoor spaces for her
to watch hummingbirds in
the summer.

Susan’s faith was a guid-
ing light of hope and love

churchoftheannunciation.
org, or call us at 802-228-
3451.

Bow Baptist Church,
1102 Route 5,
Weathersfield Bow
Sunday services are 10
am., 11 a.m., and 6
p.m., and Wednesday
Bible Study and prayer

at 7 p.m. For more
information, call 802-546-
4902.

First Congregational
Church, UCC, 77 Main
St.

Sunday services are at 10
a.m. in person. Singing

is encouraged! For more
information, call 802-
885-5728, email fccucc@
vermontel.net, or go to
www.firstchurchspringfield.
org.

First Congregational
Church of Westminster,
3470 US Route 5
Sunday services are at
10 a.m. in our historic
church and on Zoom.
We have a children’s
message each Sunday and
following church is a time
of fellowship in the Hall
with coffee and snacks.
For more information, call
802-518-0321, email us
at westminstercongoline@

Susan Hickey, 1952-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

throughout her life; she
volunteered for many years
helping to lead prayer
groups.

She is survived by two
sons Chad Z. Hickey and
wife Jody, of Cut Bank,
Mont., and John Hickey, of
Windsor; one sister Barbara
Hutchinson, of Springfield,
Vt.; nieces and nephews,
other relatives, and friends.

She was preceded in
death by her parents and
husband.

A visitation was held at
Knight Funeral Home in
Windsor, Vt, on Friday,
March 7, from 1 p.m. until
time of service at 2 p.m. A
private burial will be held
later at the Vermont Veter-
ans Memorial Cemetery in
Randolph, Vt.

Online condolences
may be expressed at www.
knightfuneralhomes.com.

gmail.com, or find

us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/
FirstCongregational-
Church-of-Westminster-
Inc-1506511432980057.

Raymond A. Hull, 2=

1931-2025

CHARLESTOWN,
N.H. - Raymond Alfred
Hull, 94, of Charlestown,
N.H., passed away on
March 7, 2025.

He was born in Wind-
sor, Vt., on Jan. 29, 1931,
the son of Isiah and Marion
Hull.

Raymond was in the U.S.
Army from 1949-1953,
during the Korean Con-
flict, gaining medals and
awards, such as the Hour-
glass, National Defense
Award, Combat Infantry-
man Award, and the United
Nations Award.

He was a member of the
Masonic Hiram #9 Lodge
in Claremont, Bektash
Shriners, life member of
DAV, American Legion,
and VFW, and also the
Charlestown Rotary Club,
Paul Harris Fellow, and a
Charlestown  Congrega-
tional Church past trustee
and past pastoral relations.

He enjoyed camping,
woodworking, and travel-
ing.

Ray is survived by his
wife Rosie Smith-Hull, of
Charlestown; his daughter
Penny Desgagne, of Nash-
ua; grandchildren Jeremy
Desgagne, of Florida, and
Nikki Desgagne, of Nashua;
stepdaughter Deb Costine
and Colin, of Chester; sev-
eral stepgrandchildren; his
sister Patricia Simonds, of
White River Junction, Vt.;
brother Robert Becker, of
Florida; and a very special
adopted son Harold Booth,
of Unity.

He was predeceased by

RON PATCH ~ Buying Antiques

802-374-0119
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Raymond Hull, 1931-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

his parents; children Steve
Hull and Michael Hull; and
siblings Richard Hull, Juan-
ita (Becker) Larkin, Alta
(Becker) Connolly, Warren
Becker, David Becker, and
Roberta Becker.

Visiting hours will be
held at the Charlestown
Memorial Chapel on Satur-
day, March 15, from 10-11
a.m. Service will be at 11
a.m. Following the service,
lunch will be at the Charles-
town Senior Center.

In lieu of flowers, con-
tributions may be made in
Ray’s memory to the Shri-
ner’s burn unit of St. Jude’s.

Arrangements are with
Stringer Funeral Homes
and Crematorium, 146
Broad Street, Claremont,
N.H. To view an online
memorial or send a private
message of condolence, vis-
it www.stringerth.com.
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BROKEN-IN TIRES
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1-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

STATE OF VERMONT

PROBATE DIVISION
Docket No.: 25-PR-00656

SUPERIOR COURT
Windham Unit
Inre ESTATE of :

Raymond Gregory, Ir.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the Creditors of: Raymond Gregory, Jr.

late of Grafton, Vermont

Decedent

Dated:

3-1-28

Decedent’s Town of Residence

| have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims against the decedent or the
estate must present their claims in writing within four (4) months of the first publication of this notice.
The claim must be presented to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The
claim may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.

Signqture of Fiduciary

i ( )j/\»‘?v\_‘sh

Executor/Administrator

John E. Gregory, Sr.

Mailing Address

c/o Parker & Ankuda, PC, PO Box 519

Phone Number

802-885-2582

Email

City, State, Zip

parkerankudajp@vermontel.net| Springfield, VT 05156

Name of Publication:

Publication Date:

Name of Probate Court:
Address of Probate Court:

Vermont Journal

March 12,2025

Vermont Superior Court, Windsor Unit Probate Division

12 The Greene

Woodstock, VT 05091




6 | March 12,2025

MARCH 13 -

LUDLOW, Vt. — Join Create
Together at Fletcher Farm on
Sunday, March 13, from 4-7
p-m., at 611 Vermont Route
103 South, for an open
house to explore our new,
professionally equipped
studios, meet our teaching
artists, enjoy refreshments,
and try making something
new. Thanks to tremendous

community support, we've
transformed into a dynamic,
year-round creative

space for everyone in the
community. Come learn
about our new workshops.

MARCH 15 -
WESTMINSTER, Vt. — The
First Congregational Church
of Westminster, 3470 Route
5, will host a St. Patrick’s

environment.

Human Resource Manager

Two Rivers Supervisory Union located in Ludlow, Vermont
has an opening for a full-time, exempt Human Resource
Manager. This hands-on position is responsible for policy
administration, benefits, insurances, compensation

and contract administration. The HR Manager will be
directly involved in and responsible for employment
related procedures including but not limited to workers
compensation claims, unemployment claims, FMLA

and background checks. We offer competitive wages,
comprehensive benefits, and a friendly, productive work

Send resume and cover letter to:

Day dinner on Saturday,
March 15, from 4:30-
6:30 p.m., at the church.
Dinner will include corned
beef, cabbage, potatoes,
carrots, and homemade
pie. Kids age 5-12 are
discounted, and kids under
5 eat free. Takeout meals
will be available; order your
takeout meals by March 14
by calling 802-518-0321.

MARCH 17 -

LUDLOW, Vt. - The
American Red Cross will
hold a blood drive on
Monday, March 17, from
12-5 p.m., at the Ludlow
Community Center. Call
1-800-RED-CROSS to make

an appointment.

LUDLOW, Vt. - The Black
River Valley Senior Center,
10 High Street, will serve
a community lunch on

Monday, March 17, at

12 p.m. The menu will be
hearty beef stew, homemade
rolls, and cupcakes by
Whitney. Free cash bingo
will follow. All are welcome.

Please make reservations by
calling 802-228-7421.

MARCH 19 -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -

The Springfield First
Congregational Church,
77 Main Street, will serve
a community lunch on
Wednesday, March 19,
from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30
p.m. The menu will be
chicken, rice, and peas;
coleslaw; rolls; and cookies
and fruit.

MARCH 22 -
WINDSOR, Vt. - There will
be a cribbage tournament
held on Saturday, March
22,at 12 p.m., at the

Cheryl Hammond, Business Manager
Two Rivers Supervisory Union

609 VT Route 103 South

Ludlow, VT 05149
cherylLhammond@trsu.org E.O.E.

PUBLIC NOTICE
OF INTENT TO APPLY HERBICIDES
RIGHT-OF-WAY MAINTENANCE

To prevent safety hazards and the interruption
of electric service, National Grid is obligated to maintain
its rights-of-way and carefully control the growth of
certain tree species under transmission lines. The most
effective method of accomplishing this is selective herbicide
treatment. The herbicides that are used have been registered
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Certified
and experienced applicators will apply the treatments with
handheld tools. A permit has been applied for through the
Secretary of Agriculture by National Grid for the purpose
of making a selective ground-based treatment of the
following herbicides: Garlon 4 Ultra (Triclopyr); Krenite
S (Ammonium salt of Fosamine); Escort XP (Metsulfuron
Methyl); Rodeo (Isopropylamine Salt of Glyphosate);
Polaris (Isopropylamine salt of Imazapyr), Milestone
Triiopropanolammonium salt of 2-pyridine carboxylic acid),
or Vastlan (Triclopyr choline acetic acid, choline salt) on its
rights-of-way in the following towns:

1331 Pownal, Readsboro, Stamford, Whitingham

1433 Readsboro

1538 Readsboro, Whitingham

1697 Readsboro, Searsburg, Whitingham, Wilmington
1699 Searsburg, Wilmington

1802 Rockingham, Springfield

1813 Concord, Lunenburg, Waterford

1821 Barnet

The treatment will start on or about June 2, 2025

National Grid uses GIS based topographic maps to
locate public water supplies, which will be avoided. Vermont
regulations require National Grid to warn residents to
protect private water supplies and environmentally sensitive
areas. It is the responsibility of the residents to notify the
Company contact person of the existence of private water
supplies or other environmentally sensitive areas located
within 100 feet of the right-of-way.

Landowners with questions regarding private
water supplies on the Company’s rights-of-way maintenance
program should contact:

Mariclaire Rigby

National Grid

939 Southbridge Street

Worcester, MA 01610

Telephone: (781) 290-8310 or mariclaire.righy@nationalgrid.
com

Residents who wish to submit comments
regarding this vegetation management treatment should
contact:

Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food & Markets
Public Health & Agricultural Resource Management
Division

116 State Street

Montpelier, VT 05620

(802) 828-1732

TOWN OF WESTON

CEMETERY COMMISSION
PO BOX 98
WESTON, VT 05161
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The Cemetery Commission for the Town of Weston is seeking
bids for the maintenance of the three town cemeteries for the
next three years (through summer of 2027). Work includes
regular mowing, spring and fall clean ups, and brush clearing
as necessary throughout the year. Bids will be accepted at the
Weston Town Office until noon on Friday, April 4, 2025.

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
ANIMAL LICENSE NOTICE

Animal Licenses are available at the Town Clerk’s Office.
The state has increased its fee by $2.00. A spayed/neutered
dog license is $16.00 before April 1st and an un-spayed/un-
neutered dog license fee is $20.00 before April 1st. All dogs
and wolf-hybrids six months or over must be licensed by
April 1 each year and wear a collar and tag at all times. A dog
or wolf-hybrid without a tag is presumed to be unlicensed
and is not protected by law. A tag must not be used on any
dog or wolf-hybrid other than the dog or wolf-hybrid in the
license bearing the corresponding number. If you are unsure
if your dog/wolf-hybrid needs a new rabies vaccination
before being licensed, please contact this office. Barbara A.
Courchesne, Town Clerk CVC, 96 Main Street, Springfield,
VT 05156 (802) 885-2104 FAX (802) 885-1617 tosclerk@
vermontel.net
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LEGAL NOTICES

Windsor Welcome

Center. This is a fundraiser
organized by the Friends
of Windsor Library. There
is an entry fee per player.
All players will play five
games. Scores will be kept
for each player, the top fotal
combined score of all five
games will split the entry
fee money with the library.
There will be a prize for
highest hand. Refreshments
will be sold to support the
library. We ask that you
bring a cribbage board
and cards, just in case we
need them. Please email
librarian@windsorlibrary.
org fo let us know you're
coming.

SUNDAYS -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Bellows Falls Loyal Order
of Moose will be hosting

a community breakfast on
the first and third Sunday
of every month, downstairs
at the Bellows Falls Moose
Lodge, 59 Westminster
Street in Bellows Falls, from
8-10 a.m. All you can eat
for a minimal cost.

PLYMOUTH, Vt. — The
Plymouth Historical Society
will be open for winter
hours on the first and third
Sundays for the months

of January-April. Hours

will be 2 to 4 p.m., in the
former Plymouth Elementary

TOWN OF CHESTER

Looking for an opportunity
to serve your community?
The Town of Chester has
volunteer positions open
for appointment on the
Housing Commission,
Planning Commission,
and the Citizens Advisory
Committee. Interested
parties should submit
a letter to julie.hance@
chestervt.gov or Town
of Chester, P.O. Box 370,
Chester, VT 05143.

Town of Westminster
P.O. BOX 147 WESTMINSTER, VT 05158
Tel. 802-722- 4524 Fax 802-722-9816

Westminster, Vermont

Legal Notice

consider the following:

Application # 25-35

Application # 25-36

Vermont 05158, Monday — Friday from 8:30 am - 4:00 pm.

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD (DRB)
WESTMINSTER TOWN HALL

The Westminster Development Review Board will meet at 6:00 pm on Monday, April 7, 2025 to

Application #25-35 Jonathan Whitman (Owner ) — property located at
18 Metcalf Drive. The Applicant is requesting a 16’ x 16’ shed adjoined
behind/beside the garage with a small 4’ x 5° breezeway attachment,
sided to match house & garage in the Historic District. This Application
will be reviewed under Section 311 Site Plan Review, Section 445
Village District Zone and Article IX Historic Preservation District
Zone of the adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws.

Application # 25-36 Jason Perry (Applicant) Burt & Lisa Nowers
(owners) property located at 1755 Kurn Hattin Rd. The Applicant is
requesting a Change of Use — temporary storage of construction
equipment & supplies. Application will be reviewed under Section 311
Site Plan Review; Section 446 Residential District; and 215 Zoning
Permit Procedures of the adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws.

Participation in the proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to make any subsequent appeals.

The application is available for review in the Westminster Town Hall, 3651 US Route 5 Westminster,

School, on Route 100 in
Plymouth, Vt. Watch for the
“Open” flag.

MONDAYS -
PROCTORSVILLE, Vi. — On
Mondays at 6:15 p.m.,

join Mikayla for a yoga
class. Email mikaylo@
mikaylasmantra.net

to regjister. Visit www.
dgbodyworks.com for more
information. Private classes
are available.

LUDLOW, Vt. = Zumba
classes, Mondays at 9:30
a.m. at the Spring House
at Jackson Gore. All
fitness levels welcome. Calll
802-228-1419 for more

information.

LUDLOW, Vt. — Aquatic
Aerobics, Mondays at
10:35 a.m. at the Spring
House at Jackson Gore. Calll
802-228-1419 for more

information.

TUESDAYS -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — Senior
Solutions, in collaboration
with Tai Chi Vermont,
continues its Tai Chi for

Fall Prevention beginner/
intermediate class in the
Great Hall, 100 River Street
(parking at Pearl Street
entrance), on Tuesdays,
from 10:40-11:40 a.m. Tai
chi not only helps to lower
the risk of falling, but also
improves concentration,
leg strength, balance, and
coordination, and reduces
joint pain and stress. Come
join us — it’s fun, and it's
free. For more information,
contact suerubl@aol.com.

WEDNESDAYS -
CHESTER, Vt. — Knitting with
Friends at Six Loose Ladies
on the Chester Common,
Wednesdays, from 10 a.m.
to noon.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Knitting Together, every
Wednesday, 1-3 p.m., at
Village Square Booksellers,
knitting hats and mittens for
our school kids. We provide
yarn, some direction,

and an enjoyable visit.
Acrylic yarn donations

are always welcome. For
more information, contact

Caroline at 802-463-4653.

THURSDAYS -

LUDLOW, Vt. — The Black
River Memory Cafe is held
on the second Thursday of
each month, ot the United
Church of Ludlow, 48
Pleasant Street, from 11
a.m. -1 p.m. The memory
cafe is free to attend, snacks
included, and offers a safe
and comfortable space
where caregivers and

their loved ones living with
dementia or Alzheimer’s can
socialize, listen fo music,
play games, and enjoy other
appropriate activities. This
is a program of Black River
Good Neighbor Services.
For more information,
contact Vicki at 802-376-
3388, or Krey at 802-228-
3663.
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CLEAN OUTS

HELP WANTED

EZ-Dump Enterprises is avail-
able for old boiler removal, and
home/opqrfment/storoge clean
outs and disposal, and trash and
junk removal. Serving Springfield
and all surrounding areas in VT &

NH. Call 802-376-1168 or email

LONDONDERRY, Vt. = We are
small property management com-
pany looking for someone who
can follow daily tasks. Shoveling
snow, spring clean-ups, mowing,
firewood deliveries, tree clean-
ups, and anything that needs to

be done daily. This job can be
part time, or full time, perfect

ezdump.bl@gmail.com.

for someone who is refired and
wants to fill in some days. Driver's
license required. Give us a call
802-345-5110.
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WANTED

WANTED: Used, working 33 RPM
record player. Call 802-885-

Town of Plymouth

Conditional Use Hearing

Public Notice of the Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Adjustment

A public hearing will be held Tuesday, April 1, 2025 at 6:00 PM at the Town Municipal Building,
68 Town Office Road, Plymouth VT. The following applicants seek a Conditional Use Permit
and/or a Zoning Variance. If you have any questions, contact clerk@plymouthvt.org.

Applicant: Terrigenous Landscape Architecture

Property Owner: Mark & Judith Fleming

Property Address: 4278 Route 100A, Plymouth, Vermont 05056

Project: Exterior renovation, landscape renovation, covered porch, and pool

Plymouth, VT 05056.

PUBLIC NOTICE - REQUEST FOR BIDS: NEW ALL-WHEEL DRIVE MOTOR GRADER

The Plymouth Select Board is seeking sealed bids for the purchase of one (1) new All-Wheel Drive Motor
Grader. This machine will be utilized for vital infrastructure maintenance, including road grading, snow
removal, and construction support within our jurisdiction.

The complete RFP document, including detailed specifications and submission instructions, can be
obtained from the Town’s website www.plymouthvt.org or the Town Office located at 68 Town Office Road

Bids should be marked “Grader” and emailed to clerk@plymouthvt.org or mailed to Town of Plymouth,
68 Town Office Road, Plymouth, Vermont 05056 no later than 2:00 P.M. on Thursday, March 27, 2025.

Bids will be opened at the Select Board regular meeting on Monday, April 7, 2025 at 6:00 P.M.

TOWN OF PLYMOUTH

PUBLIC NOTICE

Bridges.

Plymouth, VT 05056. The project description is as follows:

wingwalls (20ftL x 8ftH) with reinforced concrete.

installing 4 reinforced concrete wingwalls (10ftL x 20ftH).

conducted. A map of the area is available upon request.

submitted within 15 days of the date of this publication to:

Christopher Prevost, ECSP

Pursuant to Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management) and Federal Emergency

through Vermont Emergency Management to the Town of Plymouth to Plymouth Townwide

The proposed action is located on Paille Road, Frog City Road, and Scout Camp Road in

Paille Road Bridge #48: Remove and replace 2 galvanized steel guard rails, install 53.92 CY of
riprap, and install 1 6ftL x 3ftW x 40inD wingwall. Proposed mitigation consists of extending 4

Frog City Road Bridge #33: Install 1,061 CY of riprap. Proposed mitigation consists of

Scout Camp Bridge #46: Install 450.37 CY of rip rap and 38.52 CY of concrete. Proposed
mitigation consists of installing 4 reinforced concrete wingwalls (10ftL x 10ftH) at Bridge #46.

The project is within a mapped special flood hazard area (100-year floodplain). The actions may
have temporary effects on the floodplain dynamics in and around the area where the work is i

Map requests and comments about this project and potential floodplain impacts should be

Federal Emergency Management Agency, Williston VT

Management Agency’s (FEMA) implementing regulations at Title 44 of the Code of Federal U]
Regulations (CFR) Part 9, FEMA hereby provides final notice of its decision to provide Public determine market value.
Assistance Program funding for an action located in a floodplain. Funding would be provided ]

conditions.

The project must be in a floodplain because the bridges are functionally dependent on their judgments.
presence in the floodplain. Alternative actions include no action, or a complete renovation of the e

structures to replace them entirely. These actions are not feasible as the structures need to be calculations.
repaired to ensure public safety and to completely replace the structure would raise unnecessary °

costs.

Town of Plymouth, Vermont

An assessor is a local government official responsible for determining the market value of all real
property within a town, by conducting physical inspections, analyzing market data, and
maintaining property records, ultimately creating the basis for property tax calculations within the
municipality; their primary duty is to ensure fair and equitable property tax assessments for all
residents by accurately valuing each property according to established guidelines.

Key responsibilities of a town assessor include:
Conducting field inspections of properties to assess their condition, size, and features to

Researching comparable sales data, market trends, and property appraisal techniques to
support valuation decisions.

e Maintaining a comprehensive list of all taxable properties within the town, including
property descriptions and assessed values.

Reviewing and approving property tax exemptions for qualified individuals or properties.
Responding to property owner inquiries regarding assessments, explaining valuation
methodologies, and addressing concerns.

Staying updated on local and state property assessment laws and regulations.
Participating in periodic revaluation projects to ensure assessments reflect current market

e Generating reports on assessment activity, maintaining detailed property records, and
complying with data reporting requirements.

Required skills and qualifications:

Thorough understanding of real estate appraisal principles, market trends, and property
valuation methodologies.
e Ability to analyze complex data, draw accurate conclusions, and make sound valuation

Meticulous recordkeeping and accuracy in data entry to ensure proper property assessment

The job requires interaction with the general public, so a professional demeanor, good
public relation skills and interpersonal skills are required.

Experience with assessment software (NEMRC, CAMA, Proval, VTPIE) is desirable.
Assessor Level Certification is required.

Please submit your resume and/or a completed application to the Plymouth Town Clerk’s Office
at 68 Town Office Road, Plymouth, Vermont 05056 or email clerk@plymouthvt.org. Applications
will be accepted until the position is filled. The Town of Plymouth is an Equal Opportunity

Part-Time Assessor

Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops

68 Main St., Springfield 802-885-7111

OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5

Open Wal Show Nostalgia

Register for Workshops & Shop Online at www.galleryvault.org

Beginner Pysanky with Shannon Walllis 4/5 $65
Easy Accordion Books with Deborah Stuart 4/26 $35

Paint the Spring Landscape in watercolor
with Rob O’Brien 4/3 $85

Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends

Two days: 5/3 & 5/10 $275, Includes materials.
(04/16/25-TFN - 13)

Builders/Contractors

DCI CONCEPTS
DESIGN - BUILD - REMODEL

A family business first. Our projects are held to a higher stan-
dard starting from the very first phone call to the final walk-
through. Our feam will impress you with professionalism, qual-
ity, and integrity.

6 Andover St. Ludlow, VT

802-461-3573

dci@dciconcepts.com

(11/05/25 - 52)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC

“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-
fions on up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our
clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer
care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.
morfensen@gmail.com.

Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/19/25- 52)

christopher.prevost@fema.dhs.gov; (202) 793-0175 Employer.
Art Crafts Gifts Chiropractor
GALLERY AT THE VAULT PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing. finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville.
802-558-5267.

(05/14/25-13)

ROSE’'S HOME IMPROVEMENT

Booking for winter & spring 2025 projects. Also offer carpentry,
kitchen & bathroom remodels, interior & exterior painting, window
& door replacements, window cleaning, vinyl siding washing,
pressure washing, drywall repairs, and odd jobs. Call 802-591-0019

or email billr2808@gmail.com. Cavendish, V.
(07/09/25 - 26)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER
Painting Interior and Exterior

All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well
802-263-9693 rogcaw@msn.com

Roger, Perkinsville, VT
(12/05/25 - 13)

Campground

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND

2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2025! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com.

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large
Private Sites!
(05/28/25 - 13)

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC

Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153,
802-226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday 10am-6pm.

(08/13/25-TFN - 52)

Electrician

KJ ELECTRIC LLC

802-428-6224

kjelectric63@gmail.com

Chester, VT

Licensed and Insured

Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/28/26 - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates.
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com.

(05/21/25- 13)

MOORE MASONRY

Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls,
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates.
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@

gmail.com.
(07/09/25 - 26)

Tools

$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891

(03/19/25 - 13)
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AudioNova brings expert care to Springtfield

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - For
many people, hearing loss
can feel like an invisible bar-
rier, creating distance be-
tween them and the world
around them. But thanks
to AudioNova, Springfield
residents now have access
to top-tier hearing care right
in their own community.
Located at 100 Springfield
Plaza, AudioNova is helping
locals reconnect with their
loved ones and daily life
through free hearing evalu-
ations, expert consultations,
and cutting-edge hearing
aid solutions.

At the heart of AudioN-
ovas Springfield location
is Jason Udeen, an experi-
enced hearing care provider
dedicated to improving the
lives of his patients. With
years of expertise in hearing
healthcare, Udeen is known
for his patient-first approach
and deep understanding of
the latest advancements in
hearing aid technology.

“Hearing loss doesn't just
affect the person experienc-
ing it - it impacts families,
relationships, and overall

. LORI

quality of life,” says Udeen.
“Our goal is to help people
regain the ability to fully en-
gage in conversations and
enjoy the sounds they may
have been missing”

Hearing loss often de-
velops gradually, making it
easy to overlook the early
signs. Many people wait
years before seeking treat-
ment, not realizing that un-
treated hearing loss can lead
to cognitive decline, social
isolation, and even an in-
creased risk of falls.

Research has shown that
addressing  hearing loss
early can help preserve
brain function and improve
long-term communication
skills. Identifying changes in
hearing sooner allows indi-
viduals to take advantage of
advanced hearing solutions
and maintain a high qual-
ity of life. Thats why Au-
dioNovaoffers free hearing
evaluations, making it easier
for Springfield residents to
take a proactive approach to
their hearing health.

AudioNova provides a full
range of hearing care ser-

WRIGHE

massage - yoga - personal training

Yoga Classes
Wednesdays at 10 am
Thursdays at 6 pm

603-401-8123
10 High Street
Ludlow, VT

Schedule your Massage

by Appointment at

www.massageyogavt.com

~

~

Dr. Henry Hasson
Specializing in Pediatric Neurology & Epilepsy
Diagnoses and Treatment:
SEIZURES, EEG, ADHD, HEADACHES,
AUTISM, DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS,
NERVE/MUSCLE DISORDERS

Telemedicine
Appts Available via Phone Call, Facetime, Zoom
Email henry@hassonmd.com
Visit Our Website for more information:
www.hassonmd.com

vices designed to meet indi-
vidual needs, including free
hearing evaluations to as-
sess hearing health and dis-
cuss personalized solutions;
a variety of hearing aid op-
tions, featuring the latest
technology for improved

BRACC Teen Center

CHESTER, Vt. - Last
year, the Black River Area
Community Coalition
(BRACCQC) launched an af-
ter-school pilot program in
response to needs voiced by
the community. The teen
center program now serves
more than 70 local youth,
offers regular weekly drop-
in hours, and continues
to see a rise in attendance
with new and returning
participants showing up
each week.

The Chester Teen Cen-
ter provides a safe space in
the community for teens
to connect with each other,
have fun and be creative, de-
velop leadership skills, and
get access to support and
mentorship. On Wednes-
days and Fridays, groups of
students walk from school
to the space to spend a
couple of hours hanging
out, playing games, paint-
ing, listening to music, and
planning their own activi-
ties. In addition to offering
regular drop-in hours, the
teen center has held special
events like movie nights,
bonfires, karaoke, danc-
es, and birthday parties.
They've also ventured out
in the community for field
trips to local ski hills and

clarity, comfort, and natural
sound; and ongoing support
and maintenance to ensure
optimal performance, long-
term success, and patient
satisfaction.

If you or a loved one is
experiencing hearing dif-

to the Okemo Valley TV
studio for a youth-led
podcast project. BRACC
director Lauren Inger-
soll and program su-
pervisor Andrew Moore
work together off site
and on site at the teen
center to facilitate activi-
ties for between 15 and
30 youth attendees each
day. In the last couple of
months,  participating
teens ran their own bake
sale fundraiser, designed
a new logo for their
space, and started their
own creative projects and
committee groups.
BRACC’s program con-
tinues to grow in capacity
and see success with sup-
port from its community,
volunteers, donations, and
numerous  partnerships
with local businesses and
organizations. Thanks to
many individuals who have
donated their time and re-
sources, BRACC has been
able to raise more than
$9,000 in community do-
nations, receive funding
through grant opportuni-
ties, hire a third staff mem-
ber, and begin the process
of expanding their program
space. The building renova-
tion project for the space

THE CHESTER TEEN CENTER

469 Main St. in Chester, VT

(=ns

CHESTER TEEN CENTER |\ .

!

Open Wednesdays and Fridays from
3pm - 5:30pm! Our vision is a safe
space in the community for local
teens to connect with each other.
Registration for the program is free
and exclusive to youth in grades 6

through 12, or ages 13 through 19.

Learn more at www.braccvt.org/teen-center

Lau

q
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— FOOD CO-OP —

Community owned since 1992

6 Main Street, Springfield, VT 05156
Monday — Friday: 7AM-7PM, Saturday: 8AM-7PM, Sunday: 9AM-6PM

The Springfield Food Co-op has been a community
staple for almost 30 years. We are open to all, and
work to provide healthy, natural affordable grocery,
wellness, fresh produce, meats, and deli items to
everyone in our community. We are member-owned
by over 3,000 individuals, and we serve anyone who
walks through the doors. We strive to support our local
economy with excellent jobs, fair prices to local
farmers and vendors, accessible food options, and
community giving.

General Dentistry

(802) 463-4695

%.G’ eater I

DENTISTRY

5 Henry St #1
Bellows Falls, VT 05101

% Greater f

DENTISTRY

You can expect warm hospitality and friendly
professional dental staff. We perform a wide
range of quality dental services in one conve-
nient location, and can often provide compre-
hensive same day care, making your visit our

top priority.

=

Cosmetic Denistry

Restorative Denistry
Delta Dental Preferred Provider

www.GreaterFallsDentists.com

ficulties, don't wait - early
detection makes all the dif-
ference.

For more information
about hearing care services,
or to schedule a free hearing
evaluation, call AudioNova
at 802-213-5398 today.

The Vermont Journal

Taking the first step to-
ward better hearing can
truly improve your quality
of life. Don’t miss out on the
sounds that matter most.

Article written by Au-
dioNova.

s g

ren Ingersoll and Andrew Moore with area youth outside the
new Chester Teen Center building.

expansion is scheduled
to be completed by this
spring, with an open house
celebration event to follow.
Once their new space is up
and running, they plan to
start holding specialized
activities like creative writ-
ing workshops, guitar les-
sons, homework and tutor-
ing hours, cooking classes,
and educational presenta-
tions. BRACC also intends
to integrate more outside
support into the teen center
related to life skills, behav-
ioral development, mental
health, and making healthy
choices.

“Were grateful for the
overwhelming support
we've had since the very
start of this project and all
the way through,” Ingersoll
expresses. “The teen cen-
ter is prevention work at its
core. Everyone’s hearts are
in the same place, and we
all want to see this program

PHOTO PROVIDED

succeed. Thanks to this
collaborative effort from
our community, were able
to provide a place for kids
to go outside of home and
school - and it’s something
they look forward to every
week.”

Registration for the teen
center program is free and
exclusive to youth in grades
6-12, or aged 13-19. Teens
are invited to come by
the space any time during
regular drop-in hours, on
Wednesdays and Fridays,
from 3-5:30 p.m., at the
Green Mountain Church,
located at 469 Main Street
in Chester. More informa-
tion about the program,
how to register, and a list
of upcoming events can be
found at www.braccvt.org/
teen-center.

Article written by Black
River Area Community
Coalition.

o 78 Atkinson St,
Bellows Falls, VT

© (802)428-4026
wwww.fmprx.com

@ Mon-Fri 8:30am-6pm
Sat9am-5pm

Fall Mountain
=/ Pharmacy

At Fall Mountain Pharmacy, we prioritize
your health and convenience. We're your
local partner in wellness, offering reliable
delivery, compounding, and convenient
compliance packaging. Experience great
service and expert care, right here in your
community. Call us to switch today!

Cabm MNeoments

/’Vlw,%’a?a 5Mm

101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Relax, Renew, Rejuvenate

Call for VT Resident Discount Information
Book Your Appointment Online

802.228.7772

www.calm momentsmassage.com
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Understanding retinal detachment

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The
human eye is a marvel of bi-
ological engineering, allow-
ing us to see the sparkle of
light in the night sky from
millions of miles away, or
the dazzling array of col-
ors in a sunset. But what
happens when this delicate
structure experiences the
dramatic event known as a
retinal detachment? Buckle
up, as we embark on a jour-
ney through the eye to find
out.

What is a retinal detach-
ment? If the eye was a mov-
ie camera, the retina would
be the film, and the light
entering the eye would be
the projection. If the film
was suddenly damaged,
what would happen to the
projection? A suddenly
distorted or dark screen.

Retinal detachment occurs
when the retina, the thin
“wallpaper” in the back of
the eye, becomes separated
from its supportive tissue.
This can lead to permanent
vision loss if not diagnosed
and treated promptly.
Retinal detachment can
occur for many reasons.
Some common culprits
include age, high myo-
pia (nearsightedness), eye
trauma, eye surgery, and
diabetes. As we mature, the
vitreous gel that fills the eye
can shrink and pull away
from the retina, leading to
a detachment. If you have a
strong glasses prescription
for nearsightedness, your
retina is thinner and more
stretched than the aver-
age person, putting it at a
higher risk for a retinal hole

or tear. If you have vision
changes after a hard hit to
the eye or eye surgery, get
your eyes checked. Retinal
detachment is a common
complication of eye trauma.
Uncontrolled diabetes can
lead to diabetic retinopathy,
or bleeding and abnormal
blood vessel growth, that
can detach the retina.

How do you know if
youre having a retinal de-
tachment? There are often
warning signs. Symptoms
are often described as see-
ing persistent flashes of
light in your peripheral
vision, or increasing new
black spots or “floaters” in
your view. In some cases,
there will be a dark shadow
or curtain over a portion of
the vision. These are all se-
rious symptoms that need

[=]
B

TIE Scan Me

to Request an
Appointment!

immediate attention.

If you suspect a retinal
detachment, schedule a vis-
it with your eye doctor as
soon as possible for timely
diagnosis and treatment.
Your doctor will dilate your
eyes and determine if a de-
tachment is present. If so,
there are many treatments
available depending on the
type of break. Retinal sur-
geons may use a laser to seal
down the retina. In some
instances, a scleral buckle,
or belt, will be placed to
hold the retina intact. An-
other procedure, pneumat-
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ic retinopexy, is the process
of injecting a gas bubble in
the eye to push the retina
back against the eye wall.
Retinal detachment may
sound scary, but with time-
ly diagnosis and manage-
ment, many people regain
their vision. So, keep your
eyes peeled for any unusual
symptoms, and don't hesi-
tate to seek help. After all,
we only get one pair of eyes.

Written by Dr. Mer-
cedes Smith, optometrist,
Springfield Family Eyec-
are.

Eye health.
STOCK PHOTO

YOUR HEARING, YOUR WAY

AudioNova

TRUE NORTH
HEARING

BORN DESIGNED. GHEATEI]' IN IJEN

SPRINGFIELD FAMILY EYECARE
2 Summer Street « Springfield, VT

802.885.4190

SPRINGFIELD www.springfieldfamilyeyecare.com

FAMILY EYECARE

FRAINING

at the Edgar May Health &
Recreation Center
Enjoy the support and
accountability of group
exercise & the benefits
of working with a
personal trainer.

Stick to your

goals and see
maximum

results!

Scan for info
or go to
Edgarmay.org | OEFTT

Core & More

100 Springfield Plaza e Springfield, VT 05156

Receive a COMPLIMENTARY
HEARING EVALUATION

Call us today at 802-213-5398

or visit us online at AudioNova.com

Implant Supported Dentures

Implant supported
dentures can sit on 4
or 6 implants, which is
the next level up in full
mouth restoration.

it

Many of our traditional
denture patients are not
satisfied with the fit. The
investment in the latest
implant supported dentures can result in much
improved functionality and overall satisfaction.

Make an
appointment
to see if implant
supported
dentures are
right for you!

802-885-3191
48 Main Street
Chester, VT

Co-Ed Strength
Ladies Who Lift
Tone & Transform
Women'’s Strength

<3

140 Clinton Street, Springfield, VT | 802-885-2568

Edgar
may

56

Health and
Recreation

CENTER

Like us on Facebook

www.drchristopherfauver.com
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Gypsy Reel shows

REGION - Celtic power-
house Gypsy Reel will be
warming up for St. PatricK’s
Day with a special show at
the New American Grill in
Londonderry, on Friday,
March 14, from 6-9 p.m.
Superb food and bever-
ages, and a dedicated mu-
sic room make for a great
atmosphere to hear the

best Irish music this side of
Galway.

On Monday, March 17,
Gypsy Reel are thrilled to
be returning for their 20th
annual St. Patricks Day
show at The Killarney in
Ludlow, at 5 p.m. Based in
Ludlow, Gypsy Reel have
toured all over the world,
but love to stay near home

We're turning one!
March 15

GREEN MOUNTAIN
THERAPEUTICS

Londonderry, Vermont

% will be here 3-6 PM

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA. For use by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient
only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREG-
NANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or use of cannabis may carry significant legal
penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law. It may not be transported outside
of the state of Vermont. The effects of edible cannabis may be delayed by two hours or
more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration, coordination, and
judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience harm to the
developing brain. It is against the law fo drive or operate machinery when under the
influence of this product. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.

for their favorite holiday.
Incorporating fiddle,
banjo, mandolin, guitar,
standup bass, and four-
part harmony, Gypsy
Reel will perform tra-
ditional sing-alongs, as
well at toe-tapping dance
tunes from the Irish tra-
dition. As always, tradi-
tional food and drinks
will be served, along
with great music.

If you want a quieter
venue to hear Gypsy
Reel strut their Celtic
rhythm and songs, they
will be wrapping up the
festivities at the Ransom
Tavern at the Kedron
Valley Inn, in South
Woodstock, on Wednes-
day, March 19, from 6-8
p.m.
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PTO Comedy Night —

WEATHERSFIELD,
Vt. - Weathersfield’s PTO
has organized a Com-
edy Night fundraiser for
March 29, at 7 p.m., at
The Common Man Res-
taurant, located at 16 Mill
Road in Claremont, N.H.
This is an 18 years and
older event. The comedi-
ans performing are Chris-
tine Hurley and Kelly
MacFarland.

Hurley loves what she
does, making people
laugh. Hurley is the favor-
ite comedian of Matt Sie-
gel, of Kiss 108s “Matty
in the Morning Show”
She has performed sev-
eral times at the Boston
Garden for Denis Leary’s
“Comics Come Home”
show that supports the

AFS

WEALTH
MANAGEMENT

FINANCIAL PLANNING - INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT - TAX STRATEGIES

Hudsen W Hagland, CFP®
Investment Advisor

www.afswm.com
802-875-8100

Get2$24,500

off weatherization projects with home repairs’
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weatherization project

your utility bill

"Subject to availability and eligibility.

depending on household income)

Stay warmer all winter and stop wasting the heat you've paid for!

o Getup to $9,500 off comprehensive home air sealing and insulation
projects with an Efficiency Excellence Network contractor (or $4,000

» Plus, income-eligible Vermonters can now get up to an additional
$15,000 for home repairs that are necessary prior to completing a

» Financing options start at 0% interest, or add the monthly payment to

Income-eligible Vermonters may also qualify for free weatherization services.

Cam Neely Cancer Founda-
tion. You have seen Hurley
on Nick at Nite’s “Search for
Americas Funniest Mom
Contest,” season 9 of the
“The Great Food Truck
Race” on the Food Network,
and “Americas Got Talent”
Hurley is a regular at Aruba
Ray’s Comedy Club in Aru-
ba, the Montreal Comedy
Festival, the Laugh Factory
in Las Vegas, and every com-
edy club, restaurant, and fra-
ternal hall in New England.
Hurley is the most booked
comic on the East Coast, and
lives up to her title as “The
Queen of Boston Comedy.
MacFarland is a stand-up
comedian, writer, and ac-
tress. She has an extensive
resume, including comedy
clubs, theaters, colleges, fes-
tivals, television appear-
ances, and entertaining U.S.
troops overseas. MacFarland
has appeared on the TV
Guide Channel, Comedy
Central, NBC’s “Last Comic
Standing,” AXS “Gotham
Comedy LIVE “Up Early
Tonight” on Hulu, Prime
Video, and Denis Leary’s
“Comics Come Home” at
the Boston TD Garden.
Check out MacFarland’s Dry
Bar comedy special “Sleepy-

Efficienc

time Baby.” She has several
comedy albums available
on iTunes, and can be heard
on SiriusXM. For all things
MacFarland, visit www.kel-
lymacfarland.com.

Tickets are available via
cash or check by emailing
wsptocomedy@gmail.com;
via Venmo @WSPTO; via
CheddarUp on Weathers-
field School's PTO Comedy
Night Facebook page; or at
the door.

“We wanted to do some-
thing different and fun to
raise money for our great
school community. Comedy
is a fantastic way to bring
people together, laugh, and
relax. These comedians are
talented, and we are lucky
that they are spending an
evening in our area. So, book
your babysitters and join us
for a funny night out on the
town,” says Comedy Night
Committee Chair Meredith
Kelley.

The event will also feature
a raffle and game that all can
participate in with a small
donation.

Proceeds from this event
will support Weathersfield
School PTO’s mission to
support students, faculty,
and staff.

\Vermont

efficiencyvermont.com/wx
(888) 921-5990

Learn More — Use your
phone’s camera to scan.
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Vermont Comedy All Stars at Next Stage

PUTNEY, Vt. - Gordon
Clark and his Vermont
Comedy All Stars return to
Next Stage on Friday, March
21, at 7:30 p.m., for an un-
forgettable night of stand-
up comedy. Featured per-
formers are listed below.

Nico D’Elisa is a Burling-
ton-based comedian and
musician who has been
making audiences laugh for
nearly five years — though
she has been attempting
to do so since her birth in
1991. The lead singer of
Nico Suave and The Moth-
ership, D’Elisa was also a fi-
nalist in the 2024 Vermont’s
Funniest Comedian contest.
D’Elisa has opened for SNLs
Alex Moffat, and shared the
stage with comedy heavy-
weights like Kyle Kinane
and Beth Stelling. Her dra-
matic and unhinged sto-
rytelling, often laden with
singing and dancing, makes
her a comedian to watch out
for.

Al Ghanekar is a stand-
up comedian in the Maine
comedy scene. He was born
in Dallas, Texas, where all he
did was drink baby formula
for seven months before his
parents moved. Afterleaving
the acting world, he devel-
oped an interest in stand-up
comedy in 2015. Since then,
Ghanekar has performed
all over New England, and
hosted for national headlin-
ers at Funnybone Comedy
Club in the Midwest. He has

RON
PATCH

Buying Antiques

Photographs,
Military, Clocks,
Guns, Coins

802-374-0119

| @i{\i((&kne

performed in different parts
of the U.S;; Sydney, Austra-
lia; and Mumbai, India. And
he learned that if you are
going to write a bio for your
website, always write in the
third person to make your-
self look like you’re impor-
tant enough that someone
else wrote your bio.

Meredith Gordon is a lo-
cal Vermont standup who
has opened for national
headliners including Mi-
chael Tan Black, Ron Funch-
es, Cameron Esposito, and
many others. She’s also tak-
en part in the Gilda Laugh
Fest and the Portland Com-
edy Fest. Gordon has been a
Vermont’s Funniest Come-
dian finalist and a two-time
winner of the Seven Day-
sies Best Vermont Comic
Award, and can be seen
throughout Vermont, either
doing comedy, or playing
mom to her two amazing
children.

Comedian, writer, and
actor Adam Groppman
grew up in Massachusetts,
but became a comedian
in Los Angeles, where he
graduated from the Second
City Conservatory, studied
method acting, and jumped
into stand-up. Groppman
has performed at comedy
clubs around the country,
and at festivals in San Di-
ego; Palm Springs; Ventura
Harbor; Burbank; Boston;
Big Fire; Portland, Maine;
and Vermont. He has writ-

" an Irish Pubd,

' GUINNESS

HAPPY ST. PATRIC

OPEN AT NOON FOR LUNCH ON MARCH 17
Gypsy Reel Performing from 5-8 pm

—

ten and starred in short
films at the HBO Aspen,
Montreal JFL, Smithwicks
Cat Laughs, and Idyllwild
festivals. Groppmans group
Sketch Armstrong was seen
at Sacramento All Sketch
and SF SketchFest, and at
the premium LA venues
Comedy Central Stage and
UCBLA, and the variety
show Comedy Cocktail with
Workaholics and Jordan
Peele. Groppman has writ-
ten for the LA Weekly, and
his collection of real stories
of Southern California, “An
Imaginary Real Place,” is
available on Amazon. His
piece in the national hit
show “Mortified” has been
acclaimed, and you may
have seen him in comedic
national TV commercials.
Groppman likes mustard,
Pomeranians, and cash.
Gordon Clark, the host, is
proof that you can teach an
old dog new tricks. A life-
long organizer and activist,
he took up comedy when he
was nearing 60, and never
looked back. Mostly be-
cause it hurts his neck when
he turns that way. Clark is
the director of the nonprofit
Vermont Comedy All Stars,
through which he produces
and hosts monthly stand-up
comedy showcase specials
in Burlington at the iconic
Nectar’s, and Montpelier at
Bent Nails Bistro, as well as
the quarterly showcase here
at the Next Stage Arts The-

Our Own
Maple Syrup

Member VMSMA

-
K'S DAY!

COME FOR THE FOOD, STAY FOR THE FUN!

802-228-7797

ater in Putney. He lives in
Burlington with his wife,
dog, and cat.

For more information,
or to purchase tickets, vis-
it www.nextstagearts.org.

Next Stage is located at
15 Kimball Hill, in down-
town Putney, Vt. Next
Stage will provide a beer,
wine, and cocktail cash
bar. For information, call
802-387-0102 or visit
www.nextstagearts.org.
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Audubon bird
talk in Cavendish

PROCTORSVILLE,
Vt. - Two experts from
the Mount Ascutney

Audubon Society will
give a talk about birds
commonly found in Ver-
mont yards, forests, and
fields. Bird experts Mari-
anne and Michael Walsh
will focus on the differ-

ent species we may see
in our area, the nature
of the different birds,
and what they can tell us
about our changing envi-
ronment.

The talk is scheduled
for Friday, March 28, from
6-7:30 p.m., at the Caven-
dish Fletcher Community
Library, 573 Main Street,
Proctorsville. No reserva-
tions are required, but seat-
ing is limited.

This presentation is
sponsored by the Walk and
Talk series, a committee of
the Cavendish Community
and Conservation Associa-
tion. For more information,
contact Robin Timko at
802-417-5324.

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand . Gravel . Stone
Shurpac - Topsoil - Fill

5,000 Ib. Hydraulic
Hammer for
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

HB Energy Solutions

We are looking to add talented
people to our team

NOW HIRING

Plumbers, Electricians, HVAC Technicians, Drivers,
Administrators, and Maintenance Crews
Experienced and Apprentice-level positions available

Call us Today! 802-885-2300

EXCELLENT COMPENSATION
OUTSTANDING BENEFITS
TRAINING COURSES OFFERED
GROW IN YOUR FIELD
SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY
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Barrett & Valley Associates Inc.

welcomes Rob Weltz ——

GRAFTON, Vt. - Barrett
& Valley Associates Inc. is
pleased to announce that
Rob Weltz has joined their
team as a real estate profes-
sional, licensed in both Ver-
mont and New Hampshire.
With more than 24 years
of experience in education
and a longstanding com-
mitment to community in-
volvement, Weltz brings a
wealth of knowledge, lead-
ership, and passion to the
real estate industry.

A Bellows Falls na-
tive, Weltz’s dedication to
his community is evident
through his various roles,
including serving as the
board chair of Bellows Falls
Union High School and as
an active member of the

BPOE #1619 Elks Lodge.
His deep connection to the
area and his knowledge of
the region are assets that
will enable him to provide
outstanding service to his
clients.

“Rob’s extensive experi-
ence in education and his
active involvement in local
organizations provide him
with a unique perspective
on the needs of our clients,”
said Jessica Landers, prin-
cipal broker at Barrett &
Valley Associates. “His abil-
ity to connect with people,
work collaboratively, and
think strategically aligns
perfectly with the values
and goals of our firm.

Weltz earned a Bach-
elor of Science in education

BARRETT

£

from the University of
Vermont, and a Mas-
ter of Education from
Springfield  College.
Throughout his career
in education, Weltz
has demonstrated ex-
ceptional  leadership
and problem-solving
abilities, skills that will
now serve him well in
helping clients navi-
gate the complexities
of buying and selling
real estate.

Barrett & Valley As-
sociates Inc. is a leading
real estate agency serving
clients throughout south-
ern and central Vermont
and New Hampshire. With
a reputation for integrity,
personalized service, and
deep knowledge of the local
market, Barrett & Valley is
committed to helping cli-
ents throughout the sales or

Rob Weltz.

PHOTO PROVIDED

purchase process.

For more information
about Weltz, or to work
with him on your next real
estate transaction, contact
Barrett & Valley Associates
Inc. at 802-843-2390, or
visit www.barrettandvalley.
com. Weltz can be reached
directly at rweltz.bva@
gmail.com, or by calling his
direct line at 919-986-4207.

Tyleen Murray, Broker

The Vermont Journal
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N Faithful Hue

Custom Painting Company

Cuboin M. Cull

Q, 802-952-8932
™ Calvin@faithfulhue.com

Faithfulhue.com

0
45 TAYLOR HILL FULLY INSURED
ATHENS, VT 05143 FREE ESTIMATES

TRUCKING & EXCAVATING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS, LAND CLEARINGS, DRIVEWAYS
COMPLETE HOUSE SITES
LANDSCAPING, WALL BUILDING
LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905 802-289-1508
DAN

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking
REALTOR ®

802.777.8047
Ty@KelleyRealEstate.com

&VALLEY .=

REAL ESTATE SERVICES 173 Baltimore Road

kPerkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129
J

Kelley Real Estate

In the Heart of the Okemo Valley
72-B Pond Street, Ludlow, VT 05149
www.KelleyRealEstate.com

MARY W DAVIS

REALTOR & ASSOCIATES

BROOKVIEW

APARTMENTS
WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VT

The “Treehouse” is on a
.52+/- acre lot in the West
Village Area. This Three
Bedroom and 2.5 Bath
Home features lots of
windows and mountain
views.Deeded access to
Okemo’s Sachem Trail.
Contact Listing Agent Ty
Murray at 802-777-8047

{ for more info.

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT AVAILABLE

UTILITIES, SNOW, TRASH REMOVAL INCLUDED
LAUNDRY FACILITY ON PREMISES FOR TENANT USE ONLY

USDA GUIDELINES DO APPLY

CALL OR WRITE TO:
THM PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
129 LINCOLN AVENUE
MANCHESTER CENTER, VT. 05255

HELPING YOU MAKE MEMORIES SINCE 1958

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation
www.KelleyRealEstate.com

802-228-5333

802.228.8811

info@davisandcompany.com
1-802-362-4663 OR 1-802-367-5251

www.okemorealestate.com 1-800-545-1833, EXT. 326 (HEARING IMPAIRED)

3}

o Equal Housing Organization
THM is an equal opportunity provider and employer
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1 Solo of "Star
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4 Dandy guy
7 7 Sir's counter-
part
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THM

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
129 Lincoln Avenue, Suite A « Manchester Center, VT 05285
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ONE & TWO-BEDROOM UNITS
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Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only
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