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BY PAULA BENSON
The Vermont Journal

LUDLOW, Vt. – It is well 
known that running a res-
taurant involves a lot of hard 
work, long hours, planning, 
dedication, and learning to 
pivot when necessary. In 
recent years this has been 
especially true, and many 
smaller businesses did not 
make it. Fortunately, one 
of Ludlow’s longstanding 
establishments, a favorite 
of both locals and visitors 
alike, The Killarney, is still 
going strong, and preparing 
to celebrate their 20th an-
niversary.
  Located at 44 Pond 

Street, at the base of Okemo 
Mountain Road, The Killar-
ney is a convenient après ski 
stop, but also has the feel of 
a neighborhood hangout. 
Mark and Judy Verespy be-
gan the work to reopen the 
fine dining restaurant as an 

Irish pub in late 2004, and 
first welcomed customers 
on Feb. 5, 2005.
  Mark Verespy said when 

he and Judy started out, it 
was a learning experience. 
“I liked to cook, but I wasn’t 
a ‘kitchen guy,’” Mark said. 
  That’s where Jim Allen, 

Killarney’s head chef for 
18 years, stepped in and 
helped to develop the pub 
menu, including the award-
winning Buffalo chicken 
wings recipe.
  Judy had gone to school 

for restaurant management 
before becoming a teacher, 
so together, they made it 
work.
  Although Allen recently 

retired, he and Mark re-
main great friends, and the 
team at Killarney maintains 
the same philosophy: keep 
it simple, and stick with 
the basics. Mark said their 
most popular items are the 
scratch-made shepherd’s 

pie, and their much-raved-
about fish and chips. 
  Although the regular 

menu might lean toward 
traditional pub fare, Mark 
is quick to say, “I mean, we 
have the ability to do ‘fancy 
stuff,’ and we do. Ossobuco, 
or pork shank, or scal-
lops, we’ve got those on the 
menu too.”
  Mark first visited the 

Okemo Valley when he 
was in college and his fam-
ily vacationed here. He had 
started working in the res-
taurant business at age 16, 
and continued until he “got 
hired from behind the bar” 
to work for Seagram’s.
  Mark said he spent 16 

years employed by the well-
known beverage brand, 
moving from Connecticut, 
to Buffalo, N.Y., to Wiscon-
sin. After coming back east 
to work in the Boston mar-
ket, Mark recalled, he had 
an epiphany. While talking 

to a restaurant owner one 
day, he heard a voice telling 
him he was on the wrong 
side of the bar. He decided 
he wanted to own his own 
place.
  Because Mark’s family is 

Irish, he was leaning toward 
the idea of an Irish pub. He 
joked that he couldn’t call 
the pub by one family name 
without excluding another, 
so he landed on Killarney, 
named after the town on 
the shore of Lough Leane, 
part of Killarney National 
Park in Ireland. The area 
around Killarney, like Lud-
low, has many lakes and riv-
ers, as well as mountainous 
terrain.
  As they ready for the 

20th anniversary celebra-
tion on Wednesday, Feb. 
5, Mark looked back on 
the many festivities they’ve 
hosted over the years – 
bridal showers, birthdays, 
and bachelor parties, and 

reflected on all the people 
who started as customers 
and are now friends.
  Mark is excited for the 

regulars to come celebrate 
with them, but encourages 
everyone to stop by, com-
menting, “We’ll [be serv-
ing] a big cake for the an-
niversary!”
  The Bear Mountain Boys, 

a local band whose lead 
vocalist is Patrick Ross of 
Tygart Mountain Sports, 
will perform, and there will 
be plenty of giveaways of 
merchandise, including T-
shirts and chicken wings. 
For updated information, 
follow The Killarney on 
Facebook at www.facebook.
com/TheKillarney.

The Killarney celebrates 20 years

The Killarney celebrates 20 year anniversary.
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BY NICK GIBERTI
The Vermont Journal

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Ludlow Selectboard met 
for their regularly sched-
uled monthly meeting 
on Monday, Feb. 3, be-
ginning by discussing 
a municipal planning 
grant application for 
flood proofing and zon-
ing modernization, ap-
pointing board member 
Noah Schmidt as the 
selectboard representa-
tive to the Ludlow Plan-
ning Commission, and 
approving a Sons of the 
American Legion coin 
drop on Saturday, April 6.
  The board then heard 

a detailed presentation 
from Ludlow Fire Chief 
Ben Whalen, explaining 
the need for replacement 

of two pieces of fire appa-
ratus, and laying out the 
schedule for future replace-
ment of all relevant appa-
ratuses within the depart-
ment. Currently, Ludlow’s 
Engine 3 and tower truck 
are in need of replacement, 
having been put into service 
in 2004 and 1994 respec-
tively. Both pieces of equip-
ment are past their expected 
lifespans, and Whalen said 
that Engine 3 has broken 
down during service calls in 
the past. “We have now had 
multiple calls where that 
truck’s pump has died while 
we were doing firefighting 
operations,” Whalen said, 
emphasizing that this makes 
for a dangerous situation 
for both firefighters and the 
community at large.
  Whalen’s plan included 

recommended replace-

ment schedules for all new 
and future department ap-
paratuses, recommend-
ing 20 year service lives for 
pumps, and 25 years for 
tower trucks and tankers, as 
well as shorter periods for 
other, smaller department 
purchases. The schedule 
also recommended bond-
ing any piece of equipment 
with a lifespan of 20 years 
or more, rather than utiliz-
ing the department’s equip-
ment fund, which Whalen 
explained to the board is for 
other, interim, typically less 
costly purchases. The total 
cost for both trucks, includ-
ing discounts for purchas-
ing both trucks at the same 
time and payment up front, 
would total $3,079,550. The 
purchases will be put to the 

Ludlow hears engine 
replacement schedule, high 
school building concerns

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Wednesday, Jan. 29, tai chi 
class participants from nu-
merous towns served by 
Senior Solutions gathered in 
the Great Hall at the Spring-
field Medical Center to cel-
ebrate lunar new year, or 
what the Chinese refer to as 
their Spring Festival. Attend-
ees practiced tai chi, enjoyed 
some sweet treats, and ro-
tated among several stations 
set up in the hall to make 
traditional Chinese decora-
tions and write their wishes 
for the new year.
  According to the Chinese 

zodiac, 2025 is the Year of 
the Snake. Event organizers 
Jo Bregnard and Sue Rubel 
have hung a large snake wall 
decoration in the Great Hall 
near the stairs. Taped to the 
snake are wishes partici-
pants have for the year 2025. 
The snake will be displayed 
for the month of February, 
and the public is invited 
to add their wishes to the 
snake. Slips of paper, writing 
implements, and tape have 
been left by the window for 

you to add your wish.
  Jo and Sue would like to 

thank the following people 
for helping make this event a 
success: Bob Flint, for giving 
permission to use the Great 
Hall for this event; Senior 
Solutions, for sponsoring 
the event, and specifically 
Liza Eager, the new nutrition 
and wellness director, for as-
sisting; tai chi teachers Hel-
ena Wu, Leah Gessner, and 
Tamasin Kecic, who brought 
some of their class partici-
pants from Londonderry, 
Ludlow, Guilford, and Ches-
ter to join Springfield tai chi-

ers; Anne Bower, one of 
the cofounders of Tai Chi 
Vermont, who Zoomed in 
remotely to the event and 
demonstrated Yang style 
tai chi; everyone who at-
tended either in person 
or remotely; and finally, 
Ted Foster and Richard 
Barber, who helped with 
setup and breakdown of 
the hall.
  Happy Lunar New Year 

to all, and please add 
your wishes to the snake. 
The more wishes we add, 
the more luck we have in 
2025.

Lunar New Year celebration

Tai chi participants celebrate the lunar new year.
PHOTO PROVIDED

See LUDLOW on Page 2
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Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use 
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and expansion efforts.
  However, Ludlow resident 

Eric Alden spoke to the board 
regarding his concerns about 
the high school building, 
noting that the board, when 
they had accepted ownership 
of the building in 2020 after 
the closure of the school, 
had set a five-year timeline 
to decision the future of the 
building. “That decision has 
been kicked down the road,” 
Alden said, “The town has 
spent, since it has owned the 
building, about $500,000…
and it has received back 
about $20,000.”
  Board members broadly 

expressed support for ESBR, 
though board member Noah 
Schmidt did acknowledge 
that, “Ultimately, we need to 
get to the point of not hav-
ing the taxpayers subsidizing 
[ESBR].” Selectboard Vice 
Chair and Acting Chair Jus-
tin Hyjek suggested that the 
board could form a com-
mittee to explore options for 
the future of the building, 
though no motion could be 
made, as the discussion was 

not warned specifically, and 
was part of the municipal 
manager updates portion of 
the meeting.
  McNamara also informed 

the board that the there 
would be another local op-
tions tax public forum on 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, and that 
the upcoming vote on the 
merger of the town and vil-
lage would take place at the 
Village Annual Meeting in 
early April. He also noted 
that Ludlow had found a 
new police chief in Sgt. Jeff 
Warfle, who will replace Po-
lice Chief Jeffrey Billings in 
early April. Warfle has been 
a member of the Ludlow 
Police Department for five 
years.
  Ludlow will hold its pub-

lic informational meeting on 
Monday, March 3, at 7 p.m., 
to discuss and vote on the ar-
ticles on the Town Warning. 
Australian ballot voting will 
be held the following day, 
Tuesday, March 4, from 10 
a.m. – 7 p.m., at the Heald 
Auditorium in Ludlow Town 
Hall.

voters of Ludlow at Town 
Meeting.
  The board then dis-

cussed the lease of the 
Black River High School 
building to the Expedi-
tionary School at Black 
River (ESBR), with town 
manager Brendan Mc-
Namara telling the board 
that the school and town 
had a new proposal for 
$12,000 per year. ESBR 
Board member Gary 
Blodgett told the select-
board that the school cur-
rently has 13 students, and 
is continuing its outreach 

LUDLOW
From Page 1

LUDLOW, Vt. – Come 
join the Black River 
Memory Cafe, scheduled 
for Feb. 13, from 11 a.m. – 
1 p.m., taking place at the 
Ludlow United Church, 
located at 48 Pleasant 
Street in Ludlow.
  This month’s topic of 

discussion is “Sundown-
ing and Adult Day Ser-
vices,” with guest speaker 

Sue Pollard, RN and Spring-
field Area Adult Day direc-
tor.
  Black River Memory Cafe, 

a program offered by Black 
River Good Neighbor Ser-
vices, is run by trained vol-
unteers offering a safe and 
comfortable space where 
caregivers, their loved 
ones, family members, and 
friends can socialize, listen 

to music, play games, and 
enjoy other appropriate ac-
tivities. 
  Caregivers and their 

friends and family are very 
welcome to attend without 
their loved ones.
  Healthy snacks will be 

available. For more infor-
mation, contact Vicki at 
802-376-3388, or Krey at 
802-228-3663.

February Memory Cafe 
LUDLOW, Vt. – The 25th 

annual Love Your Library 
fundraiser auction for the 
Fletcher Memorial Library 
(FML) goes live on Feb. 7, 
at 10 a.m., and ends Feb. 21, 
at 3 p.m. The auction will be 
open 24/7. 
  New items are being post-

ed daily, and will be accepted 
through Feb.14. The preview 
is now open. If there is an 
item you would like to see, 
stop into the library, 88 Main 
Street in Ludlow, and we will 
do our best to accommodate 
you. We will have a rotating 

display of many of the items 
throughout the library.
  The auction can be ac-

cessed at www.32auctions.
com/FML25.
  Think gifts for any oc-

casion, shop early for the 
holidays, or just get that item 
that you love. All proceeds 
fund our technology needs, 
patron needs, and online 
services such as Libby, Bib-
lio+, Pass program, etc. 
  Fletcher Memorial Library 

is not a Ludlow municipal 
department. Rather, the li-
brary was built and given to 

the town to serve as a free 
library for the residents of 
Ludlow and Cavendish 
by Gov. Allen M. Fletcher 
on Nov. 1, 1901. We have 
happily expanded our free 
service area to include 
Mount Holly and Plym-
outh.
  FML is an IRS 501(c)(3) 

organization governed by 
a board of trustees. Your 
support is tax-deductible, 
and your donations are 
very much appreciated.
  For more information, 

visit www.fmlnews.org.

FML 25th annual auction

LUDLOW, Vt. – Fletcher 
Memorial Library will host 
a Vermont Reads “Gather” 
book discussion on Mon-
day, Feb. 10, at 6 p.m., in the 
Community Room of the 
library. This discussion will 
be led by Suzanne Brown, a 
retired visiting assistant pro-
fessor at Dartmouth College, 
who has led Vermont Hu-

manities and New Hamp-
shire Humanities Council 
book discussions for more 
than 30 years.
  “Gather,” written by 

Vermont author Kenneth 
Cadow, is a story about a re-
sourceful teenager from ru-
ral Vermont who works hard 
to take care of his mother, 
who is trying to overcome 

her addiction to opioids. 
Copies of the book are 
available at Fletcher Me-
morial Library, Caven-
dish Fletcher Community 
Library, and Mount Holly 
Town Library, thanks to 
Vermont Humanities.
  Join us on Feb. 10, at 6 

p.m., to discuss “Gather” 
and its themes of rural 
life, resilience, class dif-
ferences, addiction and 
recovery, housing and 
food insecurity, a deep re-
lationship to the land, and 
the power of community.
  This program is free 

and open to the public. 
Fletcher Memorial Li-
brary is located at 88 Main 
Street, Ludlow, Vt. Please 
call 802-228-8921, or visit 
www.fmlnews.org, for 
more information.

“Gather” book discussion at 
Fletcher Memorial Library

LUDLOW, Vt. – Learn 
simple stretching and 
strengthening exercises 
in a 30-minute session.
  Taking place on Feb. 

20, at 12:45 p.m., at the 
Ludlow Community 
Center, instructor Elise 
Alenick Junker will lead 
30-minute sessions in-

corporating yoga, Pilates, 
and dance barre with in-
tentional breathing to wake 
up and move our bodies.
  The first two sessions 

will be seated, with the 
option for standing and 
movement with further 
practice.
  Junker has a 25-year ca-

reer as a dance instructor 
and performer, with addi-
tional study in yoga and Pi-
lates. The classes take place 
following the community 
luncheon, at 12 p.m., so 
plan to have lunch and 
exercise. This class is of-
fered by Black River Good 
Neighbor Services.

Stretching and strengthening
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Innovative Treatment for Uterine Fibroids 
Uterine fibroids are muscle growths in and/or on 
the womb. Symptoms may include heavy bleed-
ing, pelvic pressure, bloating, pelvic and/or back 
pain, and urinary or bowel problems. If you have 
known or suspected fibroids, call for a consulta-
tion to see if AcessaTM may be right for you. 

—   Prompt Appointments Available   —

Springfield Gynecology
A Department of Springfield Hospital

Where People Come First

25 Ridgewood Road, Springfield, VT   802-885-7561 
www.springfieldgynecology.org 

Kira Balkcom, MD

Thusitha Cotter, MD
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Calm MomentsCalm Moments
Massage StudioMassage Studio
101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

802.228.7772
www.calmmomentsmassage.com

Swedish and Therapeutic Massage
$110 

for 50 Minutes
$160 
for 80 Minutes

Call for VT Resident Discount Information
Gift Certificates Available

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

BY RON PATCH
802-374-0119

ronpatch27@gmail.com

  A couple years ago an 
out-of-town antiques dealer 
brought to my attention that 
the eagle weathervane on 
top of Chester Town Hall 
was precariously leaning to 
one side. It was only a matter 
of time before it fell.
  I went into the town hall 

and asked Amie O’Brien 
to come outside with me. I 
showed her how the eagle 
was going to be lost if noth-
ing was done. Amie acted 
quickly, requesting town 
employee Steve Vertefeuille 
look into it.
  Steve arranged for the vane 

to be taken down and re-
paired. It was taken down by 
Jay Murray of “Dances with 
Roofs.” After repair, Spring-
field Fire Department, with 
their 95-foot platform truck, 

put the vane back on top of 
the town hall.

Craftsmanship 
  Most readers will know 

that craftsmen of the 19th 
century took great pride in 
their workmanship. Weath-
ervane craftsmen were no 
different. Weathervanes 
were hand-fitted and lead-
soldered.
  As an example, a wing is 

two pieces, comprised of 
a top and bottom section. 
Each copper section was 
molded under pressure. Be-
fore these two pieces could 
be joined together, hand fit-
ting of the two wing sections 
was needed. With tiny ham-
mers and rasps, the crafts-
man made the two pieces 
fit together like a glove. 
Next, the edges of the wing 
were expertly soldered. Fake 
vanes have sloppy soldering.
  This hand fitting was re-

peated many times with 

the different body parts. 
When the vane was fin-
ished, it was covered in 
gold leaf.

Louis Marshall
  At the historical society 

are many documents and 
photos donated by Ted 
Spaulding and his brother 
John Leon, aka “Gramp.” 
In those donations is a 
ledger kept by Louis Mar-
shall. Louis was a steeple-
jack. I found mention of 
Louis taking the eagle vane 
down for repair. When our 
vane was taken down two 
years ago, it was painted with 
silver radiator paint. I believe 
it was Louis who painted it 
with radiator paint. It is now 
painted gold.
  The day Louis took the 

vane down, he had rigged 
ropes for climbing and a 
rope to let the vane down 
to ground level. Louis low-
ered the vane down to his 
helper. The vane was taken 
to a blacksmith near the bear 
carver. This place was torn 
down a few years ago.
  The repairs were made 

while Louis stayed on top of 
the cupola. A sudden wind 
came up, almost knock-
ing Louis off the cupola. 
All Louis had to hang on to 
was the hole in the cupola 
in which the cardinal rod 
was inserted. The wind died 
down as quickly as it ap-
peared. Louis finished the 
job without further incident. 
  As a sidebar, Louis built 

and installed the fire escape 
at the academy building.

Vane values
  Weathervanes can be valu-

able if everything comes to-
gether. Like old coins, prices 
are determined by rarity and 
condition. In the antiques 
trade, weathervanes are sold 
as sculpture.
  I was told years ago, “Once 

you have seen the best vane, 
you can judge all others.” 
Because this vane has been 
painted, it would not be the 
best. In the past I have writ-
ten about fake vanes. Study 
the detail in the eagle head. 
As you travel around an-
tiques shops, compare the 
detail in this eagle head with 
those you see. They are not 

even close.
My thoughts
  I did not personally see this 

vane, only photos. Wingspan 
was not measured, but es-
timated 50 inches. It’s my 
opinion that this vane was 
made by Harris & Co., or 
Cushing and White.
  Instead of an old saying, 

I offer a short story. In the 
1980s, weathervane values 
rose rapidly. Every picker 
and antiques dealer kept 
their eyes open for vanes on 
a barn as we drove around. 
Sometimes we got lucky, but 

most people didn’t care to 
sell their vane. When they 
couldn’t be bought, some re-
sorted to theft.
  Such was the case at the 

home of Alice and Jane Far-
rell in the Stone Village. They 
had a giant rooster vane on 
top of their barn. Everyone 
tried to buy it, but it wasn’t 
for sale.
  It was stolen by helicopter 

in the mid-1980s, at about 6 
a.m. Jane was very private, 
and didn’t want the police in-
volved. At the time this was a 
$10,000 vane.

Chester Town Hall 
weathervane

Closeup of eagle head. Notice the detail.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE TOWN OF CHESTER

Chester Town Hall weathervane.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE TOWN OF CHESTER

An eagle vane from a 19th-century Harris & Co. vane catalog.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH
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$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Student Art Show Feb. 1-28
Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7
Visions of a Veterinarian Paintings by Robin Truelove Stronk
Register for Workshops & Shop Online at www.galleryvault.org

Calligraphy with Love with Jorika Stockwell  2/8  $40

Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends
Two days: 3/1 & 3/8  $275, Includes materials.

Make Fabric Bowls with Beth Ezold  3/15  $68

Beginner Pysanky with Shannon Wallis  4/5  $65

Easy Accordion Books with Deborah Stuart  4/26  $35
(04/16/25 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
DCI CONCEPTS
DESIGN – BUILD – REMODEL

A family business first. Our projects are held to a higher stan-
dard starting from the very first phone call to the final walk-
through. Our team will impress you with professionalism, qual-
ity, and integrity. 
6 Andover St. Ludlow, VT
802-461-3573
dci@dciconcepts.com
(11/05/25 - 52)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-
tions on up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our 
clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer 
care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.
mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/19/25 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(02/12/25 - 13)

ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Booking for winter & spring 2025 projects. Also offer carpentry, 
kitchen & bathroom remodels, interior & exterior painting, window 
& door replacements, window cleaning, vinyl siding washing, 
pressure washing, drywall repairs, and odd jobs. Call 802-591-0019 
or email billr2808@gmail.com. Cavendish, Vt. 
(07/09/25 - 26)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER
Painting Interior and Exterior
All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well
802-263-9693   rogcaw@msn.com
Roger, Perkinsville, VT
(12/05/25 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
10am-6pm. 
(08/13/25 - TFN - 52)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/28/26 - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(02/19/25 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(07/09/25 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(03/19/25 - 13)

Rudolph Michael, 1938-2025 Walter R. Turco Jr., 1945-2025
PLYMOUTH, Vt. – Rudolph 

“Rudi” Michael passed away Jan. 
20, 2025. A free and uninhibited 
spirit, Rudi was jester and men-
tor to a large circle of close and 
devoted friends, young and old, 
who join in remembering him 
for his generosity and his ras-
cally humor.

  Rudi was born July 1, 1938, 
in Plymouth Notch, Vt., the 
second of six children, to Ar-
nold and Violette (Derby) Mi-
chael. He was educated in the 
tiny one-room schoolhouse in 
Plymouth Notch, and at Black 
River High School in Ludlow. 
After school, Rudi worked for 
many years alongside his father 
as a skilled carpenter and all-
around tradesman in residential 
and commercial construction. 

In “retirement,” Rudi worked far 
harder than he needed to in his 
locally famous firewood busi-
ness, and made many friends 
among his customers for his 
quirky style and honest dealings.

  An avid outdoorsman, Rudi 
was a near-legend in his young-
er days as a cunning and deadly 
deer hunter; he was perhaps 
even better known as a thrilling 
and fearless driver, tearing up 
the roads in chrome and tailfins. 
In time he made peace with the 
deer, and became famous for 
poking along in his creaky old 
wood truck. A voracious reader 
and keen student of history and 
politics, Rudi was host to count-
less front-porch debates on ev-
ery topic under the sun.

  Rudi was predeceased by 

CHESTER, Vt. – Walter Rob-
ert “Bobby” Turco Jr., 79, sur-
rounded by family, on Jan. 19, 
2025, peacefully went home 
to his Lord and Savior, Jesus. 
Bobby was born in Springfield, 
Vt., on July 4, 1945. Growing 
up in Chester, Bobby lived a life 
marked by a deep connection 
with the outdoors. An avid out-
doorsman, Bobby was a trapper, 
hunter, deep woods fisherman, 
and respected by all who knew 
him and of his knowledge.

  Bobby graduated from Ches-
ter High School. After gradua-
tion, he married his sweetheart 
Susie. They started a family, 
and established a life on Flam-
stead Mountain. In the early 
years, they enjoyed spending 
time at their summer home in 
the Moosehead Lake region of 
Maine. Bobby was employed for 
10 years at Cone & Blanchard 
machine shop in Windsor, Vt., 
and later attended Danny Ward 
Horse Shoeing School in Vir-
ginia, which led to a success-
ful horseshoeing business. His 
entrepreneurial spirit thrived 
as he owned and operated the 
Trapper’s Cache, becoming a 
well-respected buyer of fur, 
antler sheds, and ginseng in the 
region.

  Bobby was happiest in the 
woods; he was a true mountain 
man, known for foraging mush-

rooms, ginseng, antler sheds, 
and fishing in the most remote 
locations. 

  Bobby was a longtime mem-
ber of the Vermont Trappers 
Association. This past year, he 
donated all of his traps, boiled 
and waxed, to the association, 
to help the next generation. He 
did his best to always advocate 
the importance of preservation 
of the Fish & Wildlife Depart-
ment. His love for the outdoors 
was a passion he enjoyed shar-
ing with his family and friends. 
It was not uncommon back 
in the day to load his bluetick 
hound up and a group of kids 
in the truck and head out coon 
hunting. He spent many fun 
youth hunting weekends with 
his grandchildren, always shar-
ing his knowledge along the 
way. He was a voracious reader, 
and had a great appreciation 
for history. Bobby and Susie 
enjoyed many trips out west, as 
well as spending time at their 
vacation home on Dyer Bay in 
Downeast Maine, family hikes 
along wild blueberry-edged 
trails to remote beaches, dig-
ging clams with the grandkids, 
and laughs around the table at 
night playing Old Maid. 

  Bobby was a devoted member 
of the Chester Baptist Church. 
His faith was an important as-
pect of his life.

  Bobby is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 59 years Susie Turco; 
children Leanne Smith, Justin 
Turco (Tammie), Sarah Yake 
(John), and Hannah Monier 
(Russell); grandchildren Bro-
die, Molly, Maggie, Kyle, Chase, 
Shiloh, and Jeb; sister Jane 
Milnes; and several cousins. 
Bobby was preceded in death 
by his parents Walter and Doris 
Turco, and his brother Michael 
C. Turco.

  A memorial service will be 
held at Chester Baptist Church, 
on Saturday, Feb. 1, at 10:30 
a.m. A burial service will be 
held in the spring.

  Bobby’s life was one marked 
by his love for nature and his 
dedication to his family. His leg-
acy will live on in the hearts of 
those who knew him, and in the 
natural beauty of the mountains 
he loved so much. We miss you 
dearly, but know we will see you 
again in heaven.

his father and mother, and by 
all five of his brothers and sis-
ters: Rodney Michael, Ralph 
Michael, Marguerita (Maggie) 
Hutt, Marilyn (Lyn) Seward, 
and Mary Ann (Nan) Underhill.

  He is survived by nieces and 
nephews, his many tried-and-
true friends, and above all, his 
beloved dog Breken.

Rudolph Michael, 1938-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Walter Turco Jr., 1945-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Dear Editor,

  Sometime during the dark 
hours of Sunday, Jan. 26, 
someone misdirected their en-
ergy by smashing two flower 
boxes on the Depot Street 
Bridge in Proctorsville, and 
hurling them into the frozen 
river below. If you look over 
the railing, you can see the red 
plaid ribbons, greenery, and 

tiny solar lights still glowing.
  Volunteers from Cavendish 

Streetscapes have maintained 
those boxes summer, winter, 
spring, and fall for the pleasure 
of residents and visitors. It is 
with gratitude we appreciate 
all the compliments received 
for our efforts and offers of 
support from 99% of residents 

to help repair the damage. It is 
with hope that the 1% inflict-
ing the harm will own up, re-
place the broken boxes, and 
redirect their energy to help-
ing others.  

Sincerely,
Cavendish Streetscapes 

Committee

Dear Editor,

  Voters attending Rocking-
ham’s March 1 Town Meeting, at 
2 p.m., at the Bellows Falls Mid-
dle School, will decide the future 
of our fire and rescue services. 
Article 9 will ask the voters to 
approve the creation of a single 
Municipal Fire and Rescue De-
partment managed by the town. 
The plan includes three stations 
located in Rockingham, Saxtons 
River, and Bellows Falls. 

  Voters are asked to attend an 
informational meeting being 
held at the Rockingham Free 

Public Library, on Feb. 22, at 10 
a.m. This meeting will outline 
the plan, and provide accurate 
information. This plan is to 
improve the emergency service 
response to the entire town by 
utilizing trained personnel that 
work and reside within the 
town, eliminating the need for 
responders to drive past fire sta-
tions with town-owned equip-
ment. Currently, responders’ use 
of resources is limited by their 
department membership and its 
response zone. Working togeth-

er, we can eliminate response 
zones, reduce response times, 
and provide services quicker. 
Moving forward, taxes will be 
reduced by working together 
as one, eliminating redundant 
apparatus and equipment, and 
spending taxpayer money on 
firefighter safety, training, and 
up-to-date equipment, instead 
of equipment that is unused and 
costs money to maintain. This 
creates a safer and more posi-
tive atmosphere for responders, 
helping with recruitment and 
retention. 

  Rockingham’s current emer-
gency service model is outdat-
ed, costly, and lacks any town 
oversight. We ask you to attend 
town-hosted meetings to get 
accurate information. Get in-
formed, and get out and vote.

Sincerely,
Peter Golec
Saxtons River, Vt.
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CHURCH SERVICES: We run Church Services on an 
alternating schedule. Subject to space. All services are 
posted online at www.VermontJournal.com.

OBITUARIES: A basic 200-word obituary is $75, and 
$0.50 per word thereafter. A black and white photo is an 
additional $10. Email to editor@vermontjournal.com by 
Monday at 12 p.m.

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your 
piece of Vermont 

to fit your Dreams!

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Sa-
mantha M. Amidon passed away 
suddenly on Jan. 25, 2025, at her 
home. She was born on Dec. 
21, 1975, in Bellows Falls, Vt., 
to Robert Royce and Jane Dar-
rell. She attended and graduated 
from Fall Mountain Regional 
High School as an honor student.

  Samantha enjoyed arts and 
crafts, trips to NYC, and loved 
her children.

  Samantha is survived by her 
mother Jane Darrell; and her 
children Bailey Darrell, Garrett 
Aither, and Allison Aither.

  There will be no services at this 
time, and a Celebration of Life 
will be held at a later date.

  Arrangements have been en-
trusted to the care of the Fenton 
and Hennessey Funeral Home, 
55 Westminster Street, Bellows 
Falls, Vt.

ALSTEAD, N.H. – Harry 
Douglas “Doug” Bays, for-
merly of Alstead, passed away 
peacefully on Jan. 24, 2025, sur-
rounded by the love of his fam-
ily and wonderful care team at 
Applewood Nursing Home in 
Winchester, N.H. Born on Feb. 
28, 1938, in Lookout, W.Va., to 
Mary (Bays) Foster, Doug grew 
up in the majestic mountains of 
West Virginia attending school, 
working his grandfather’s farm, 
and falling in love with Betty El-
len Jones from Anstead, W.Va. 
Doug joined the United States 
Army in 1958, and served dur-
ing the Vietnam War, stationed 
throughout Europe. Doug and 
Betty married in 1962 and 
soon moved up north to New 
Hampshire, where they have 
remained since. Although 
Doug and Betty divorced in 
1994, they remained friends, 
and always continued to care 
about each other.

  Doug was very good at fix-
ing most anything with or 
without a motor. He was often 
presented with lawnmower 
and other small-engine re-
pair requests from neighbors 
and friends, and soon many 
other community members, 
which he enjoyed immensely. 
He worked for many years at 
Fuller Machine as a machinist, 
proving his worth in engineer-
ing and troubleshooting. Doug 
also had a great love of country 
music. You could always hear 
Johnny Cash, Merle, or Willie 
playing on his stereo, or even 
live music in the living room 
with his knack at playing guitar 
and various other instruments. 
He played in a few bands in 
his younger years, including 
with his buddy Pat Lake & the 
Rhythm Ranchers, of Keene. 
His musical influence inspired 
his daughter’s love of music to 
this day.

  Doug was a member of Al-

stead and Acworth Fire and 
Rescue through the years, and 
also a member of the local 
VFW. He loved his community, 
and cherished being a part of 
the annual parades, speeches, 
and memorial services.

  Doug is survived by his 
daughters Karen Ducharme 
and her husband John, of 
Charlestown, and Betty (Bays) 
Compos and her husband Pe-
ter, of Chesterfield, N.H.; his 
brother Guy Foster Hayden, 
of Hampton, Va.; his beloved 
grandsons Cameron Hall, of 
Crossville, Tenn., Alex Paren-
teau, of Franklin N.H., and An-
drew Parenteau, of Keene, N.H.; 
as well as many beloved cousins 
and loved ones. He always lit 
up at the sight of his grand-
children, and loved spending 
time with them, as well as when 
chatting with his dear cousins 
Charlotte and Virginia. Doug 
was also very appreciative of 
his good friend Scott Gendron, 
who was always willing to give 
him a helping hand and listen 
to his corny jokes; and his sweet 
friend June Moore, who loved 
him like family.

  He was predeceased by his 
mother Mary, his young son 
Kevin Douglas Bays, his dear 
friend Harriet Bascom, and his 
very best friend Larry Huffling, 
as well as several Jones Family 
relatives that always considered 
him as one of their own. 

  There will be a memorial 
service on Thursday, Feb. 6, at 
6 p.m., at the Fenton and Hen-
nessey Funeral Home, 55 West-
minster Street, Bellows Falls, 
Vt.

  In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider giving to HCS Hospice in 
Keene, N.H.

  Arrangements have been en-
trusted to the care of the Fenton 
and Hennessey Funeral Home, 
55 Westminster Sreet, Bellows 
Falls, Vt.

BRADFORD, Vt. – David 
G. Joslyn, 72, of Bradford, Vt., 
passed away peacefully, from 
complications of diabetes, with 
his family by his side, on Tues-
day, Jan. 28, 2025. David was 
born April 14, 1952, at Camp 
Kilmer, N.J., the son of Gor-
don Jr. and Daphne (Beddoe) 
Joslyn, who predeceased him. 
He graduated from Bellow Falls 
High School in Bellows Falls, 
Vt., in 1972, and from Johnson 
State College in Johnson, Vt., in 
1976, with a teaching degree in 
special education. He married 
Barbara Larabee, of Bradford, 
Vt., on July 7, 1979.

  David was a special education 
teacher at Oxbow High School, 
and later the special education 
coordinator at River Bend Ca-
reer & Technical Center, for 
a total of 33 years. He was a 
beloved teacher of hundreds 
of students during that time, 
and remained in close friend-
ships with many of them, and 
their children and grandchil-
dren, over the years. He volun-
teered for the Vermont Special 
Olympics for many years. He 
also was an EMT, working as a 
volunteer on the Bradford Fast 
Squad, and on weekends and 
summers for Woodsville Am-
bulance Service in Woodsville, 
N.H., Upper Valley Ambulance 
in Fairlee, Vt., and ambulance 
duties at Bear Ridge Speedway 
for many years. David was a 
member of Masonic Charity 
Lodge #43 in Bradford, Vt.

  He was very involved in 
Bradford Youth Sports, coach-
ing little league baseball teams 
and the basketball teams that 
his sons played on. He spent 
several years coaching junior 
high girls basketball at Oxbow 
High School. He was a volun-
teer ski instructor at Northeast 
Slopes, where his own sons 
eventually learned to ski.

  His greatest joy was rais-
ing and spending time with 
his sons Matthew and Ben-
jamin. He taught them both 
to ski, Matt later taking up 
snowboarding, spending many 
winter weekends at Northeast 
Slopes and Dartmouth Skiway. 
He also golfed with them, and 
would spend a lot of summer 
days fishing with them and tak-
ing them to Dartmouth Foot-
ball games, and so much more.

  He loved NASCAR, and was 
looking forward to the 2025 
season. He was a certified scuba 
diver, and, with his best friend 
Joe Truss, spent many hours 
diving in the lakes and rivers 
of Vermont, and the ocean in 
Pemaquid Harbor, Maine. He 

loved Maine, and spent years 
vacationing with his family ev-
ery summer in the York/Ogun-
quit/Wells/Kennebunkport 
areas, and special vacations in 
Pemaquid Harbor, Maine, rent-
ing the same house for 30 years 
with special friends Joe and 
Linda Truss, and making many 
friends there.

  David is survived by his be-
loved wife Barbara of 45 years; 
his two sons Matthew and his 
partner AnnMarie, and his 
stepdaughters Hailee and Na-
talee, of Claremont, N.H., and 
Benjamin, of Bradford, Vt. He 
is also survived by his brother, 
with whom he shared a very 
wonderful and close relation-
ship, Brian Joslyn (Kathy), 
nephew Gregory Joslyn (Verna) 
and their children Abigail and 
Steven, and nephew Christo-
pher Joslyn, all of Bellows Falls, 
Vt. He is also survived by his 
wife’s brothers and sisters Dale 
Larabee, Don Larabee (Laura), 
Jon Larabee, and Jac Larabee; 
sisters-in-law Brenda Clapp 
(Larry) and Joni Larabee; 16 
nieces and nephews; and many 
great-nieces and great-neph-
ews. He was predeceased by 
one brother-in-law James Lara-
bee. He loved them all.

  Calling hours will be on Fri-
day, Feb. 7, from 6-8 p.m., at 
Hale Funeral Home, Route 5N, 
187 Upper Plain, Bradford, Vt. 
A Celebration of Life will be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 8, at 2 
p.m., with a reception to follow 
in the vestry at the Bradford 
Congregational Church, Main 
Street, Bradford, Vt. A private 
burial will be held at the conve-
nience of the family.

  Memorial contributions in 
Dave’s memory can be made to 
www.specialolympicsvermont.
org, or Vermont Special Olym-
pics, 16 Gregory Drive, Suite 2, 
South Burlington, VT 05403.

  Arrangements are in the care 
of Hale Funeral Home, 187 Up-
per Plain, Bradford.

  Those wishing to express on-
line condolences may do so at 
www.halefuneralhome.com.

David Joslyn, 1952-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – With 
deep sadness we announce 
the passing of Reine Joseph 
Laplante, at the age of 93, on 
Jan. 22, 2025, at the Springfield 
Hospital, after heart failure. Re-
ine lived a full life as a devoted 
husband, father, brother, grand-
father, and great-grandfather, 
valuing his family above all else.

  Reine was born in Putney, 
Vt., on Oct. 15, 1931, to Omer 
and Laura Laplante. The fam-
ily moved to Proctorsville, Vt., 
where he grew up and gradu-
ated from Springfield High 
School. 

  During high school, he ex-
celled as a star player in basket-
ball. He was even asked to play 
with the Harlem Globe Trotters. 
Reine was also an incredible 
pole vaulter, breaking the Ver-
mont state record.

  In high school, he met his 
true love Constance Koski. 
They married in May of 1949. 
Following graduation, he was 
employed as an inspector for 
E.R. Fellows Co. in Springfield, 
where he worked for 43 years, 
retiring in 1993.

  His interest in landscape oil 
painting began in high school. 
He continued painting through-
out his life. In their later years, 
Reine and Connie began ball-
room dancing, which they re-
ceived rave reviews for. They 
spent many weekends traveling 
around New England, danc-
ing with different bands and 
making lifelong friends over 
the years. He loved music, and 
enjoyed attending various band 
concerts in the area. In the 
winter months they spent time 
in Florida, giving them lasting 
memories which they loved to 

reflect back on. Reine and Con-
nie were also very active alumni, 
and took pleasure in meeting 
with classmates.

  Reine was devoted to his 
church. His quiet strength and 
faith brought light to those 
around him. Reine will be re-
membered for his integrity, 
gentle spirit, smile, and strong 
character.

  He was predeceased by his 
son Stephen, parents Omer and 
Laura Laplante, sisters Laura 
Walker and Anita Wehler, and 
brother Albert.

  Reine is survived by his 
wife Constance of 76 years; his 
brother Al; sister Elaine Mi-
nadeo (Claude); his sons Mark 
(Sheila) and  David (Ellen); 
grandchildren David Charles, 
Christopher, Julianne, and Tra-
vis; and great-grandchildren 
Adam and Matthew.

  A graveside service will be 
held at St. Mary’s Cemetery in 
Springfield, Vt., on May 17, at 11 
a.m., with a reception to follow.

  The family requests in lieu of 
flowers that you do a thoughtful 
act of kindness. 

  Davis Memorial Chapel is as-
sisting with the arrangements.

Reine Laplante 1931-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. –
Robert B. Rice, 77, of Brattle-
boro, passed away Jan. 21, 2025, 
after a lengthy illness. He was 
born on May 2, 1947, to Wood-
row and Elva (Lawrence) Rice.

  There will be a burial in the 

spring, at Saxtons River Cem-
etery in Saxtons River, Vt.

  Arrangements have been en-
trusted to the care of the Fenton 
and Hennessey Funeral Home, 
55 Westminster Street, Bellows 
Falls, Vt.

Rick Strobl
Income Tax Preparation

Affordable • Experienced • Accurate • Direct Deposit
Now Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Specializing in: “Personal 1040” “Self Employed” 
“Rental Properties” “Small Businesses”

Springfield, VT Claremont, NH
Call for Appointment: 802-299-5121
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calendar LEGAL NOTICES

WARNING
ANNUAL TOWN AND TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING

AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING
HYBRID (PHYSICAL and REMOTE)

The legal voters of the Town of Springfield and Town of Springfield School District are hereby notified and 
warned to meet at Riverside Middle School Gymnasium in said Town on Tuesday, March 4, 2025 at 8:00 
a.m. (8:00 o’clock in the forenoon) until 7:00 p.m. to vote by Australian ballot for Town and Town School 
District Officers, for all appropriations to be voted by Australian ballot, and all other items of business to be 
voted by Australian ballot.

A public informational hearing will be held in-person, and will be accessible remotely by electronic means, 
at the Springfield High School on Monday, March 3, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports of the Town Officers, 
Town School District Officers and Committees, to discuss all Australian ballot articles on the Annual Town 
and Town School District Meeting Warning and to do any other business that can legally be done under 
this Warning.

IN-PERSON PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING 
WILL BE ACCESSIBLE REMOTELY BY ELECTRONIC MEANS:

• ZOOM MEETING ID: 884 5145 2290
• By computer: Join meeting by clicking here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88451452290
You may be prompted to enter the Meeting ID. You may need to download software https://zoom.us/
• By smartphone, tablet, or other device: Download and open the https://zoom.us/ app. You may have 
to create a free account or sign into your existing account. Select the option to join meeting and enter the 
Meeting ID.  One-tap mobile device click here: +13052241968
• By telephone: Dial +1 305 224 1968 and when prompted enter the Meeting ID.  Note that long distance 
rates may apply. Dial-in participants use *9 to raise/lower hand and *6 to mute/unmute.
• Meeting link can also be accessed on the home page of the Town of Springfield website 
• Watch live on SAPA TV or stream it from Sapatv.org
 
 ARTICLE 1:  To elect the following Town Officers and Town School District Officers for the 
ensuing year: 
Cemetery Commissioner  School Directors   Town School 
District Moderator   Selectboard   Library Trustees 
Trustee of Public Funds  Town Moderator
 ARTICLE 2:  Shall the Town vote a salary of FIFTY and 00/100 DOLLARS ($50.00) per meeting 
for the Town Moderator for the ensuing year?  
 ARTICLE 3:  Shall the Town vote to pay each Selectperson the sum of FIVE HUNDRED and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($500.00) to help defray the costs and expenses incurred in serving the Town in that 
office? 
 ARTICLE 4:   Shall the Town appropriate the sum of FIFTEEN MILLION, EIGHT HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-TWO THOUSAND, FORTY-NINE and 00/100 DOLLARS ($15,872,049.00) for the budget of 
the Town for salaries, incidental and necessary Town expenses, including highways, and for the purposes 
for which the law requires appropriations, and for which a Town may legally vote?
 ARTICLE 5:  Shall the Town vote to appropriate the sum of ONE MILLION and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($1,000,000.00) for repaving, road construction, gravel road improvements, and ancillary 
professional services for the projects specified in the Road Surface Management System Report dated 
December 2021 or other duly warranted sidewalk improvements?
 ARTICLE 6:  Shall the Town authorize the assessment of a one percent (1%) local option tax on 
rooms and meals pursuant to 24 V.S.A. section 138, the proceeds of which shall be applied as General Fund 
revenue to reduce the municipal tax rate?
 ARTICLE 7: Shall the Town vote to appropriate the sum of TEN THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($10,000.00) to offset Springfield Area Public Access TV’s operating costs to record, broadcast, 
archive, and promote up to 25 Selectboard meetings, up to 25 School Board meetings, the annual Town 
Meeting, and the outreach work it does to promote government transparency, media literacy, and 
community connection in our community?
  ARTICLE 8: Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District approve a payment of 
FIFTY and 00/100 DOLLARS ($50.00) per meeting for the Town School District Moderator for the ensuing 
year, the funds for which are included in the school budget?
  ARTICLE 9: Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District approve the payment to 
each School Board member of FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($500.00) to help defray the costs 
and expenses incurred in serving in that office, the funds for which are included in the school budget?  
 ARTICLE 10: Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District authorize the Town 
Treasurer, subject to the direction and approval of the School Board, to borrow money in anticipation of 
taxes needed to meet the requirements of the Town School District for the ensuing year?
 ARTICLE 11:  Shall the voters of Springfield Town School District approve a contribution of 
$800,000 from the district’s FY24 surplus to the district’s capital fund for the purpose of paying capital 
expenses as identified in the capital plan approved by the board?
 ARTICLE 12: Shall the voters of Springfield Town School District approve a contribution of 
$800,000 from the district’s FY24 surplus to the district’s operating expense reserve fund for the purpose of 
paying unexpected operational expenses? 
 ARTICLE 13: Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District approve the School Board 
to spend FORTY MILLION, SEVEN HUNDRED FORTY-TWO THOUSAND, THREE HUNDRED 
TWENTY-SIX and 00/100 DOLLARS ($40,742,326.00), which is the amount the school board has 
determined to be necessary for the ensuing fiscal year?  It is estimated that this proposed budget, if 

approved, will result in education spending of $13,918 per pupil. This projected spending per pupil is 3.98% 
higher than spending for the current year.
 ARTICLE 13A: Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District authorize the School 
Board to convey the 0.9 plus or minus acre parcel of land located off Southridge Street in Springfield, 
Vermont bearing Parcel ID 29-2-73 to the Springfield Housing Authority for use in connection with 
developing market rate housing to grow the grand list and ameliorate the housing shortage?
 ARTICLE 14:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED 
and 00/100 DOLLARS ($2,500.00) to the Springfield Community Band for eight (8) concerts? 
 ARTICLE 15:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of NINE THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($9,000.00) to Southeastern Vermont Community Action (SEVCA) to assist Springfield in 
responding to the emergency needs of the community and to provide all available and applicable services to 
families and individuals in need? 
 ARTICLE 16:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of SIXTY-THREE THOUSAND, 
FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($63,500.00) to help support the high-quality home health, 
maternal and child health, and hospice care provided in patients’ homes and in community settings by the 
Visiting Nurse and Hospice for VT and NH?  Care is provided regardless of ability to pay. 
 ARTICLE 17:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of EIGHT THOUSAND, FIVE 
HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($8,500.00) for the support of Senior Solutions (formerly Council on 
Aging for Southeastern Vermont) for help to support seniors and their families who are trying to remain at 
home and not be placed in a nursing home? 
 ARTICLE 18:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of FOUR THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($4,000.00) to help support the Valley Health Connections (formerly Precision Valley Free 
Clinic) to help the uninsured access health care?
 ARTICLE 19:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of TWELVE THOUSAND, 
FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($12,500.00) for the support of the MOOver f/n/a the Current 
operated by Southeast Vermont Transit, Inc., to provide transit services to the residents of the Town of 
Springfield? 
 ARTICLE 20:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of TWO THOUSAND FIVE 
HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($2,500.00) to Green Mountain RSVP & Volunteer Center of Windsor 
County to develop opportunities for people age 55 and older to positively impact the quality of life in the 
community of Springfield through volunteer service? 
 ARTICLE 21:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of TEN THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($10,000.00) to assist with the cost of operating the Meals on Wheels Program of Greater 
Springfield that provides daily hot & cold congregate and home delivered meals and other nutritional needs 
to the qualified residents of Springfield? 
 ARTICLE 22:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of THREE THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($3,000.00) to Windsor County Partners d/b/a Windsor County Mentors, for youth 
mentoring services provided to the children of Windsor County? 
 ARTICLE 23:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of FIVE THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS 
($5,000.00) to the Springfield Supported Housing to assist families and individuals find permanent housing 
and provide in home case management services for 6 months to two years after placement?  
 ARTICLE 24:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of SIXTY-FIVE THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($65,000.00) to the Springfield Family Center to assist with the cost of providing free meals, 
a free food shelf, and other services related to hunger as well as make referrals to partner social-service 
organizations in the community?
 ARTICLE 25:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of FOUR THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($4,000.00) to the Women’s Freedom Center for general budget support to provide 
services to women and their children who are experiencing emotional, physical and/or sexual abuse and are 
residents of the Town?
 ARTICLE 26:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of NINE THOUSAND, FIVE 
HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($9,500.00) to the Springfield Art and Historical Society to assist in 
preserving, maintaining, and displaying, for the public, the history and art of the Town of Springfield, 
Vermont?
 ARTICLE 27:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of NINE THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($9,000.00) to Turning Point Recovery Center Drop-In Center and Transition House to 
help with the everyday cost of providing recovery services and housing for men and that are in recovery 
from alcohol, substance abuse and co-occurring disorders? 
 ARTICLE 28:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of TEN THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($10,000.00) to help support outpatient, mental health and substance abuse services by the staff 
of Health Care and Rehabilitation Services, Inc.?
 ARTICLE 29:  Shall the Town of Springfield, VT appropriate the sum of FIVE THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($5,000.00) to the Springfield Area Parent Child Center to provide wrap-around services 
for young children and their families, including but not limited to: diaper & formula bank, developmental 
screenings and early intervention therapy, community workshops & trainings, family case management, 
activity bags, high quality preschool & childcare center, welcome baby bags, and fun community events like 
the Family Festival, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691? 

Dated this 20 day of January, 2025   Dated this 27 day of January, 2025
at Springfield, County of Windsor   at Springfield, County of Windsor
and State of Vermont.     and State of Vermont.

Kristi C. Morris, Chair    Troy Palmer, Chair
Tara Chase      Jessica Austin
Heather Frahm     Jessica Cady Burlew
Michael E. Martin     Denise Hunter
Michael Schmitt     Stephen Karaffa

NOTICE TO SPRINGFIELD VOTERS

Absentee Ballots for the Annual Town and Town School District 
Meeting being held Tuesday, March 4, 2025, will be available at the 
Springfield Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, February 12, 2025.  If 
you wish to vote by absentee ballot, a request for these elections must 
be made, please contact the Town Clerk’s Office in writing, by phone 
or by email.  If you make your absentee request in person, you can 
choose to vote your ballots and return them before leaving the Town 
Clerk’s Office. If returning your ballots by mail, allow extra time for 
postal delivery and use two Forever stamps.  An Absentee Request 
Form can be found on the town’s website https://springfieldvt.gov or 
you may request your ballots online at https://mvp.vermont.gov.  The 
deadline for requesting absentee ballots is Monday, March 3, 2025 at 
4:30 p.m. You may register to vote on Election Day at the polls and 
then proceed to vote on that day.  You may also register to vote any 
time at the Town Clerk’s office or online at https://mvp.vermont.gov.  
Prior to March 4, 2025 absentee ballots may be returned in-person, 
through regular mail and afterhours through mail slots located in 
town hall entrances. All voted absentee ballots must be received at 
the polls by the Town Clerk before the close of polls at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 4, 2025.   The polls are located at Riverside Middle 
School in the gymnasium and will open on Tuesday, March 4, 2025 
at 8:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m.  Town Clerk’s Office will not 
be open on March 4, 2025. Barbara A. Courchesne, Town Clerk, 
CVC -  96 Main Street, Springfield, Vermont  05156 (802) 885-2104 
tosclerk@vermontel.net

FEB. 7 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
First Baptist Church of 
Bellows Falls, 9 Church 
Street, will hold their First 
Friday Fundraiser on 
Friday, Feb. 7, from 5-6:30 
p.m. The spaghetti dinner 
will be to support Habitat 
for Humanity, in honor of 
President Jimmy Carter. The 
menu includes spaghetti, 
garlic bread, green salad, 
desserts, and beverages. 
There is a small suggested 
donation.

FEB. 8 – 
LUDLOW, Vt. – A basket 
raffle will be held on 
Saturday, Feb. 8, from 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m., at the 
Ludlow American Legion, to 
benefit the Gill Odd Fellows 
Home activities department. 

S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
The South Londonderry 
Free Library invites children 
of all ages to a special 
Valentine’s Day art program 
with Casey Junker Bailey, 
on Saturday, Feb. 8, at 
10:30 a.m. Hand-dyed and 
decorated papers, ribbons, 
and lace will be used to 
create beautiful gallery-style 
valentines. Each family will 
also receive a copy of the 
book “A Pinch of Love.” The 
program is appropriate for 
all ages and free of charge, 
thanks to a grant from The 
Stratton Foundation. For 
more information, go to 
www.slflibrary.org/event-
calendar.html, or call the 
library at 802-824-3371.

FEB. 14 –
PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – The 
Okemo Valley Women’s 

Club will hold their annual 
Bake and Appetizer Sale on 
Friday, Feb. 14, from 2-6 
p.m., at Singleton’s Store in 
Proctorsville. Proceeds from 
these and other projects 
support the club’s many 
community activities.

FEB. 12 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, at 1 
p.m., Rust and Rain will be 
playing at the Springfield 
Senior Center, 139 Main 
Street, for the senior center’s 
Valentine’s Day party.

SUNDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Six Loose 
Ladies hosts Odd Bobbins 
Spinners the second Sunday 
of each month from 1-4 
p.m. at their location on the 
Common in Chester.

THURSDAYS –
TYSON, Vt. – The Tyson 
Ladies Aid Library 
Association meets the first 
Thursday of each month, 
typically at the Tyson 
Library. Lunch is served at 
11:30 a.m. and meetings 
start at noon. New potential 
members are always 
welcome. Please call Janine 
Norman at 802-228-8764 
for more information or to 
verify meeting location.

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Support group for parents 
of pregnancy and infant 
loss on the first Thursday of 
the month, from 6-7 p.m., 
at Springfield Area Parent 
Child Center, 6 Main Street 
in North Springfield. To 
register, email dominiquer@
sapcc-vt.org or call 802-
886-5242 ext. 258.



February 05, 2025 | 7The Vermont Journal

classifi edsLEGAL NOTICES

CLASSIFIEDS: Start at $20 per week for 4 lines of 
text. Buy 3 get 1 Free!

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
TAXPAYER NOTICE

The third quarter installment of the 2024-2025 Town & Town 
School District Taxes is due and payable February 15, 2025.  
Payments can be made as follows:
• In person or through the mail.
• Dropped into our mail slot located in the white door that 
faces Main Street or into the mail slot located in the door on 
the second floor at the top of the outside stairs.  
• Electronically on the town’s website at https://springfieldvt.
gov. A fee is charged for this method of payment.
Payment receipts available in person or by including a 
stamped self-addressed return envelope or an email address.  
Town Hall is open M-F 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
Barbara A. Courchesne, Treasurer, CVT

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

MAINTENANCE WORKER I
The Town of Springfield, VT is seeking a highly motivated 
individual to fill a full-time position within the Public Works 
Department. Desired candidate must have the ability to 
perform heavy manual labor and tasks requiring physical 
strength, coordination and dexterity. Strenuous physical 
effort is demanded in walking, bending, standing and lifting 
of heavy tools and materials. Often involves repetitive 
activities requiring limited skill and training. Requires use 
of equipment used on streets, water & sewer utilities when 
necessary, cemeteries and other Town properties. The 
MWI may be required to work independently on occasion. 
Requires an understanding of job safety and a valid motor 
vehicle operator’s license. Pay Grade 11 ($17.31 - $19.35 per 
hour). This is a non-exempt union position with benefits 
consisting of Healthcare, (1) Personal Day, (13) Paid Time-
Off Days, Short-Term Disability, Long-Term Disability & Life 
Insurance and an excellent Retirement Program. Apply at 
the Human Resources Office, 96 Main Street, (802) 885-2104 
(toshr@vermontel.net). Applications may also be downloaded 
from the Town’s website https://springfieldvt.govoffice2.com/
jobs. Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. 
The Town of Springfield is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
HELP WANTED

MAINTENANCE WORKER II
TRUCK DRIVER

The Town of Springfield, VT is seeking a highly motivated 
individual to fill a full-time Maintenance Worker II position 
within the Public Works Department, with a minimum 
of two to three years’ experience. Requires the ability to 
perform semi-skilled work related to the operation of 
trucks, light-duty motor equipment and manual labor. 
Must be able to make accurate reports of materials hauled 
and maintenance scheduled. Reports to the Highway 
Superintendent and/or Working Foreman. A Maintenance 
Worker II is often required to work independently and will 
occasionally supervise. Requires an understanding of job 
safety, a valid motor vehicle operator’s license, and a CDL 
B license. Grade 14, Pay Scale of $18.98 to $23.02 per hour. 
This is a non-exempt union position with an EXCELLENT 
benefits package. Apply at the Human Resources Office, 
96 Main Street, (802) 885-2104 (toshr@vermontel.net). 
Applications may also be downloaded from the Town’s 
website springfieldvt.gov/jobs. The Town of Springfield is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Green Mountain 
Union High School 

has an opening for the 
following position

Girls Varsity Softball 
Coach (March 2025)

Email 
todd.parah@trsu.org 

to apply 

July 2020 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION  
TO BROWNFIELDS REUSE AND ENVIRONMENTAL LIABILITY 

LIMITATION ACT PROGRAM 

Please take notice that                 whose mailing address is 

, is applying 

to the Vermont Brownfields Reuse and Environmental Liability Limitation 

Program (10 V.S.A. §6641 et seq.) in connection with the redevelopment of 

property known as  

in the           . A copy of 

the application, which contains a preliminary environmental assessment 

and a description of the proposed redevelopment project is available for 

public review at the       Clerk’s Office and at the 

Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation offices in Montpelier. 

Comments concerning the application and/or the above referenced 

documents may be directed to   

at     or at                  .  

Comments may also be submitted by mail to the Vermont Department of 

Environmental Conservation, Waste Management Division, 1 National Life 

Drive – Davis 1, Montpelier, VT 05620; attention:               . 

100 River Street Venture LLC

550 W B St, 4th Floor, San Diego, CA 92101

100 River Street

Town of Springfield

Springfield

Shawn Donovan

(802) 522-5683 shawn.donovan@vermont.gov

Shawn Donovan

HIGHLIGHT FIELDS

PRINT

 TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN NH
We’re Hiring! Join Our Team Today!

Looking for a career with great Pay & Benefits? 
Look no further!

Come work for the Town of Charlestown!

We’re seeking motivated, passionate individuals to join our 
team. With competitive pay, excellent health and dental 
benefits, retirement plans, and more, this is more than just 
a job – it’s your future!

Positions Available:
Water/Waste Water Licensed Superintendent

Experienced Finance Clerk
FT & PT Police Officers

Transfer Station Attendant
Cemetery Sexton

PT Building Inspector
PT Deputy Building Inspector

Don’t miss out! Start your career with us today. 
Apply now and take the first step toward a brighter 
tomorrow! 

For more information Visit www.charlestown-nh.gov, click 
on Volunteer & Employment. Application available on 
the website or come in to the Town Office at 233 Main St. 
Charlestown NH

Town of Londonderry, VT
JOB OPENING

Road Crew Member/Equipment Operator
Work includes plowing, grading, ditching, road repair, 
roadside mowing, culvert work, chainsaw operation, 
equipment maintenance, and other duties.  A clean driving 
record, a CDL license, and the ability to pass drug/alcohol 
tests are required. Highway/road maintenance experience 
preferred. This is a full-time position with excellent benefits.

Further information is available on the Town website: www.
londonderryvt.org. Applicants must complete and submit a 
required Employment Application, which can be found in 
the Town Forms section of the Town web site. Submit via 
email to townadmin@londonderryvt.org or mail to: Town 
of Londonderry, 100 Old School Street, South Londonderry, 
VT 05155. Other supporting information from applicants is 
welcome. 

Position opened until filled. The Town of Londonderry is an 
equal opportunity employer.

Town of Mount Holly Seeks Select Board Clerk
The Town of Mount Holly seeks an experienced, part-time 
clerk/administrative assistant, to start immediately. Pay starts 
at $19/hour and is commensurate with experience. Exact hours 
range weekly but are typically 6-10 hours/week. 

Responsibilities include managing weekly correspondence 
for the Select Board; managing the Select Board’s digital and 
paper archive; onboarding new Town employees, vendors and 
contractors; managing the Select Board’s weekly invoices and 
orders; serving as the Town’s human resources point of contact; 
warning public meetings; taking and posting minutes at Select 
Board meetings; corresponding with the Town’s attorneys and 
other legal counsel; and supporting administration of various 
grants, applications, certifications and permits. Candidates 
must have demonstrated proficiency in G Suite productivity 
tools, such as Gmail, Drive, Docs, and Sheets, and must have 
superior organizational and written communication skills. 
References required. 

Interested candidates should submit questions and 
letters of interest to the Mount Holly Select Board at 
mounthollyselectboard@gmail.com or can mail letters to 
Mount Holly Select Board at PO Box 248, Mount Holly, 
VT 05758. All letters of interest should be accompanied by 
a resume and a list of two references who can attest to the 
candidates’ prior work experience.

TOWN OF ROCKINGHAM

The Town of Rockingham is issuing an RFP for Design 
& Engineering Services for the downtown infrastructure 
upgrade and improvement on the corner of Mill, 
Westminster and Bridge Street in Bellows Falls, Vermont.

Please email executiveassistant@rockbf.org or call 
802-463-3964 ext 1119 for a copy of the RFP.

TOWN OF GRAFTON, VERMONT
Invitation to Bid

2025 CEMETERY CARE
The Town of Grafton is requesting proposals for lawn 
mowing and trimming around each headstone, monument, 
cemetery trees, small plants, and bushes located on cemetery 
grounds. This work shall be completed between April 1st and 
November 1st of 2025. Complete bid requirements may be 
obtained from Morgan Wilbur, Town Administrator, P.O. Box 
180, 117 Main Street, Grafton VT 05146. (802) 843-2552 or 
email townadmin@graftonvt.org  

TOWN OF GRAFTON, VERMONT
Invitation to Bid

2025 PARK CARE

The Town of Grafton is requesting proposals for lawn 
mowing and trimming around plants and bushes in the 
Grafton Parks. This work shall be completed between April 
1st and November 1st of 2025. Complete bid requirements 
may be obtained from Morgan Wilbur, Town Administrator, 
P.O. Box 180, 117 Main Street, Grafton VT 05146. 
(802) 843-2552 or email townadmin@graftonvt.org  

CLEAN OUTS
EZ-Dump Enterprises has fi re-
wood for sale and is available for 
home/apartment/storage clean 
outs and disposal, and trash and 
junk removal. Serving Springfi eld 
and all surrounding areas in VT & 
NH. Call 802-376-1168 or email 
ezdump.bl@gmail.com. 

OTHER
KILLINGTON, Vt. – Mountain 
Breeze Property Management, 
LLC specializes in caretaking, 
housekeeping and grocery 
services. mountainbreezeprop-
ertymanagement.com 802-770-
4129.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Plans 
by Black River Good 
Neighbor Services 
(BRGNS) are currently 
underway to begin a 
square dance activity, to 
be held at the Ludlow 
Community Center fol-
lowing a monthly com-
munity luncheon. 
  If you are experienced 

with square dance moves 

and techniques, can instruct 
dancers through a sequence 
of moves using verbal cues, 
and have a two to three 
hours per month to spare, we 
would love to hear from you.
  Please contact Krey Kel-

lington, executive director, 
Black River Good Neighbor 
Services, at 802-228-3663, 
or email vicmas48@gmail.
com.

Calling all square 
dance callers

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
Parents residing in the towns 
of Landgrove, Londonderry, 
Peru, Weston, or tuitioning 
towns are invited to contact 
the Flood Brook School of-
fice at aalford@floodbrook.
org or tgreene@floodbrook.
org, from March 3-7, to reg-
ister their child or children 

who will be 5 years of age 
by Sept. 1, 2025, for the 
2025-2026 kindergarten 
class. When you contact 
us, we will provide fur-
ther information on the 
registration process. The 
following documentation 
is also required for regis-
tration: birth certificate, 
current immunization 
record, current physical 
exam, proof of residency 
(lease or deed plus one 
other form of ID with ad-
dress). For more informa-
tion, please call 802-824-
6811.

Flood Brook 
kindergarten 
registration

REGION – Girls on the 
Run Vermont (GOTRVT) 
needs coaches. Volunteer 
coaches utilize a curricu-
lum to engage teams of 
girls in fun, interactive 
lessons for the spring sea-
son, which begins the week 
of March 17. Teams meet 
twice a week for 90 min-
utes. 
  Please visit www.gotrvt.

org/coach for full details, 
or email info@girlson-
therunvermont.org. 

Volunteer 
coaches
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TOWN OF CHESTER WARNING
NOTICE OF TOWN MEETING

The Legal Voters of the TOWN OF CHESTER are hereby notified and warned to meet at the Chester 
Town Hall, Second Floor in said Town of Chester on Monday, March 3, 2025, at 6:00 pm., to act on the 
following Articles.  Voting on Article 1, 2, 3 and 4 will be by Australian ballot on March 4, 2025, from 9:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Chester Town Hall Second Floor.  

 ARTICLE 1: To elect Town Officials for the ensuing year as provided by the Public Laws of 
Vermont.  Voting by Australian Ballot.
 ARTICLE 2: Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the Town of Chester in an amount 
not to exceed Five Hundred Twenty Four Thousand Dollars ($524,000), subject to reduction from the 
receipt of available state and federal grants-in-aid, be issued for the purpose of purchasing a Grader for the 
highway department in the amount of $374,000 to be financed for a term of 10 years, and paving sections 
of Flamstead Road in the amount of $150,000 to be financed for a term of 7 years.  This equipment is 
replacing existing equipment at the end of useful life and are not additions to the town inventory.  Voting 
by Australian Ballot.
 ARTICLE 3: Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the Town of Chester in an amount not 
to exceed Two Million Nine Hundred Eighty Two Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars ($2,982,900), subject 
to reduction from the receipt of available state and federal grants-in-aid, be issued for the purpose of 
financing the cost of construction for the replacement of the Depot Street Force Main, Gravity Main, and 
First Avenue Pump Station. It is anticipated that the debt service on the bonds will be paid from revenue 
generated by wastewater user fees. Voting by Australian Ballot.
 ARTICLE 4: Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the Town of Chester in an amount not 
to exceed One Million One Hundred Forty Thousand Dollars ($1,140,000), subject to reduction from the 
receipt of available state and federal grants-in-aid, be issued for the purpose of financing the purchase of a 
solar photovoltaic generation facility currently located on town property (Jeffery Well site). It is anticipated 
that the debt service on the bonds will be paid using revenue generated by, and electricity costs savings 
resulting from the facility. Voting by Australian Ballot.
 ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town of Chester will vote to approve borrowing for the purchase of a 
police cruiser for the Police Department in an amount not to exceed $70,000 to be financed for a term of 4 
years.  This equipment is replacing existing equipment at the end of useful life and is not an addition to the 
town inventory.
 ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise $4,225,000.00 to be paid to the Chester Town 
Treasurer on September 16, 2025, to pay current expenses and any part of the Town’s indebtedness.
 ARTICLE 7: Shall the voters establish a Housing Reserve Fund as a means to receive ongoing 
sources of funding to support the preservation and production of housing and increase opportunities for 
families and individuals to access affordable homes in Chester. 
 ARTICLE 8: To see if the Town will vote to exempt from municipal and education taxes, for 
a period of five years, 100% of the Fair Market Value of lands and buildings occupied by the Gassetts 
Grange #327.  The municipal taxes in 2024 for the Gassetts Grange #327 were $1,215.00, and $2,180.00 for 
Education.     
 ARTICLE 9: To see if the Town will vote to exempt from municipal and education taxes, for a 
period of five years, 100% of the Fair Market Value of lands and buildings occupied by the Chester Rod & 
Gun Club.  The municipal taxes in 2024 for the Chester Rod & Gun Club were $1,869.00, and $3,354.00 
for Education.  
 ARTICLE 10: To see if the Town will vote to exempt from municipal and education taxes, 
for a period of five years, 100% of the Fair Market Value of lands and buildings occupied by the Green 
Mountain Softball, Inc.  The municipal taxes in 2024 for the Green Mountain Softball, Inc. were $772.00, 
and $1,386.00 for Education.  
 ARTICLE 11: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of THIRTEEN THOUSAND EIGHT 
HUNDRED AND SEVEN DOLLARS ($13,807) to help support the home health, maternal and child 
health, and hospice care provided in patients’ homes and in community settings by the Visiting Nurse 
Association & Hospice of VT and NH, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 12: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of THREE THOUSAND AND FORTY 
FOUR DOLLARS ($3,044) to help support outpatient, mental health and substance abuse services by the 
staff of Health Care and Rehabilitation Services, Inc, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 13: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of THREE THOUSAND FORTY DOLLARS 
($3,040) to Southeastern Vermont Community Action (SEVCA) to assist Chester in responding to the 
emergency needs of the community and providing all available and applicable services to families and 
individuals in need, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 14: Shall the Town of Chester appropriate the sum of NINE HUNDRED DOLLARS 
($900) to the Women’s Freedom Center for general budget support to provide services to women and their 
children who are experiencing emotional, physical and/or sexual abuse and are residents of the Town, in 
accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 15: Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of ONE THOUSAND TWO 
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($1,200.00) for the support of Senior Solutions (formerly Council on Aging for 
Southeastern Vermont) for help to support seniors and their families who are trying to remain at home 
and not be placed in a nursing home, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 16: Shall the Town of Chester appropriate the sum of $2,250 (two thousand two 
hundred fifty dollars) for the support of the MOOver Rockingham to provide transit services to the 
residents of the Town of Chester, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 17: Shall the Town of Chester appropriate the sum of $800 (eight hundred dollars) to 
support Windsor County Mentors, for youth mentoring services provided to children in Windsor County, 
in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 18: Shall the Town of Chester appropriate the sum of $400 (four hundred dollars) to 
Green Mountain RSVP & Volunteer Center of Windsor County to develop opportunities for people age 55 
and older to positively impact the quality of life in the community of Chester through volunteer service, in 
accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 19: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 
DOLLARS ($1,800.00) toward the support of the Community Cares Network of Chester and Andover, Inc. 
a non-profit organization which provides services to senior citizens, helping them to stay in their homes 
longer safely, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 20: Shall the Town of Chester appropriate the sum of $4,000 (four thousand dollars) 
to Meals on Wheels of Greater Springfield, Inc. for continued support and services to the citizens of the 
Town of Chester in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 2691?
 ARTICLE 21: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED 
SEVENTY DOLLARS  ($5,570) to Neighborhood Connections, Inc. and Mountain Town Connector to 
cover the cost of providing services in Chester in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 22: Shall the town appropriate the sum of $5,000 to the Black River Area 
Community Coalition for continuing to work within the Chester community preventing youth substance/
alcohol misuse in accordance with 24 V.S.A. 2691?

Dated at Chester, Vermont on this 17th day of January 2025.
Arne Jonynas, Chairman   Lee Gustafson  Tim Roper
Peter Hudkins   Arianna Knapp

TOWN OF CHESTER
NOTICE OF HEARING 

FOR SUBDIVISION PERMIT

Roy and Renee Amsden have applied for a Subdivision 
Permit for a property located at 37 Roland Road in the Town 
of Chester. The proposed minor subdivision will divide the 
existing property into a Parcel 1 of 14.4 acres (surveyed) and a 
remainder Parcel 2 (not surveyed) of approximately 69.5 acres.

The Town of Chester Development Review Board will conduct 
a site visit at 5:15 PM on Monday, February 24, 2025, at 37 
Roland Road and will hold a hearing on this application at 
6:00 PM on Monday, February 24, 2025, at the Chester Town 
Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester. A copy of the application 
and additional information may be obtained from the Zoning 
Administrator. Participation in this hearing in person, via 
videoconference, or in writing is a prerequisite to the right to 
take any subsequent appeal.

A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom videoconference 
may be found on the Town of Chester website home page at 
www.chestervt.gov. 

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 30nd day of January 2025.
Preston Bristow
Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
zoning@chestervt.gov

TOWN OF CHESTER
NOTICE OF HEARING 

FOR BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT
Steven Mancuso has applied for a Boundary Line Adjustment 
between properties located at 322 Amsden Hill Road and 37 
Roland Road in the Town of Chester. The proposed Boundary 
Line Adjustment will reduce the land owned by Roy and 
Renee Amsden of 37 Roland Road by 0.7 acres and increase 
the land owned by Steven Mancuso of 322 Amsden Hill Road 
by 0.7 acres. No new parcel will be created.

The Town of Chester Development Review Board will meet at 
322 Amsden Hill Road at 5:00 PM on Monday, February 24, 
2025, to conduct a site visit, and will hold a hearing on this 
application at 6:00 PM on Monday, February 24, 2025, at the 
Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester. A copy of 
the application and additional information may be obtained 
from the Zoning Administrator. Participation in this hearing 
in person, via Zoom videoconference, or in writing is a 
prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent appeal.

A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom 
videoconference may be found on the Town of Chester 
website home page at www.chestervt.gov.

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 30th day of January 2025.
Preston Bristow, Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
zoning@chestervt.gov

WESTMINSTER WEST, 
Vt. – Histria Books is 
pleased to announce the 
release of “The Feather of 
Truth” by Emily A. Wein-
berg. This book is published 
by Histria Kids, an imprint 
of Histria Books dedicated 
to outstanding works for 
children that both educate 
and entertain.
  In a world where devo-

tion shapes destiny, one 
young artist’s journey will 
challenge the pillars of an 
ancient empire. Uli, a young 
stone artist raised by priests, 
is sent to find his way in 
the bustling city of Thebes, 
Egypt, in 1166 B.C.E. Just 
as he starts to climb the so-
cial ladder, he is abruptly 
reassigned to labor in the 
tombs of the western desert. 

There, he faces deplorable 
working conditions, ram-
pant corruption, and wide-
spread thievery. Struggling 
to reconcile his devotion to 
the gods with the harsh re-
alities around him, Uli leads 
a workers’ strike, only to be 
captured by Assyrian tribes-
men and enslaved. In the 
midst of these challenges, he 
intercepts an assassination 
plot against Pharaoh Rame-
ses III.
  As Uli navigates treach-

erous terrain in his quest 
for belonging, he strives to 
uphold his faith in the gods 
and his devotion to the Pha-
raoh amidst a society on the 
brink of collapse. Inspired 
by actual historical events, 
“The Feather of Truth” ex-
plores how religion perme-
ated every aspect of life in 
ancient Egypt, guiding peo-
ple to live in harmony with 
the divine and their earthly 
ruler.
  Travel to ancient Egypt 

in this fast-paced adventure 
filled with historical detail, 
friendship, exotic scenery, 
and action.
  Emily Weinberg is an 

elementary educator. She 
enjoys writing historical fic-
tion and realistic fiction for 
older children. Emily be-
lieves that books are the eas-
iest way to teleport to exotic 
places, and explore the won-
ders of our world and the 
realms of imagination. An 
adventurer, scholar, house-
builder, and teacher, she 
loves big, hands-on projects, 
and isn’t afraid to get messy. 
Emily lives with her family 
in Westminster West, Vt.
  Learn more at www.the-

featheroftruthnovel.com. 
“The Feather of Truth” is 
available at www.histri-
abooks.com, and from all 
major book retailers.

Local author’s children’s 
book about ancient Egypt

REGION – The General 
Federation of Women’s 
Clubs of Vermont (GFWC-
VT) announces the avail-
ability of scholarships for 
Vermont women beyond 
the traditional high school 

to college age track, seek-
ing to further their educa-
tion, training, or to upgrade 
their skills in preparation 
for entering or advancing 
in the workplace. Appli-
cants must submit a specific 

plan for their education or 
training. Applications are 
due to Betty Haggerty, 16 
Taylor Street, Bellows Falls, 
VT 05101, by March 15; her 
contact information is in-
cluded on the application.

  The scholarships range 
from $1,000 to $1,500. GF-
WC-VT has been awarding 
this financial aid, which is 
funded through contribu-
tions from the state feder-
ated clubs and from indi-
viduals, for 31 years. 
  The scholarship is named 

for late Barbara Jean Barker, 
of Poultney, who served as 
GFWC-VT president from 

1992-1994, and who was 
instrumental in establish-
ing the program. Women 
receiving the awards over 
the years have come from 
a wide range of Vermont 
towns. 
  Applications for the 

scholarship can be obtained 
from Betty Haggerty, hu-
bett@hotmail.com. They 
are also available through 

federated women’s clubs 
in Vermont towns and 
through Vermont State 
University, which includes 
CCV and Vermont Tech, 
sites around the state. In-
formation is also available 
through the VSAC booklet 
of financial aid. The schol-
arships will be awarded at 
the state federation’s An-
nual Meeting in April.

GFWC-VT scholarships available

Emily Weinberg.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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real estate

Your Home Loan Lender of Choice

WHERE
YOU
LIVE

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. ©2022 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649
Equal Housing Lender. PrimeLending VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964MB V010918.

Purchase Refinance Renovation

Victoria Blodgett
NMLS# 179656 | Senior Loan Officer

802-975-0350 vblodget@primelending.com

www.vbprimelending.com

126 Main St #1C
   Ludlow, VT 05149

GRAFTON - $497,000

www.barrettandvalley.com
HOME & COTTAGE ON 13.40+/- ACRES!

802-843-2390

HOUSE OF THE WEEKHOUSE OF THE WEEK

GRAFTON - $497,000

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5252
802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 
ONE & TWO-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation

www.KelleyRealEstate.com
802-228-5333

� e “Treehouse”  is on a 
.52+/- acre lot in the West 
Village Area. � is � ree 
Bedroom and 2.5 Bath 
Home features lots of 
windows and mountain 
views.Deeded access to 
Okemo’s  Sachem Trail. 
Contact Listing Agent Ty 
Murray at 802-777-8047 
for more info.

106 UPPER LOOP  |  LUDLOW

REGION – As soon as 
you’ve decided to move, 
talk to your kids about it. 
Explain where you’re mov-
ing and why, and do your 
best to help them under-
stand. Time is the biggest 
factor – the more time you 
can give your kids the space 
to process this information, 
the better. If your children 
are older, consider looping 
them in before the move is 
decided so they can help 
with your search for a new 
home. Let them ask ques-
tions, and be honest and 
transparent with your an-
swers, but focus on the pos-
itives when possible. Mov-
ing to a new home is a big 
undertaking for kids of any 
age, so do your best to sup-
port them as best you can.
  Go through closets and 

toys before you start pack-
ing. Determining whether 
or not there is anything 
your child wants to donate 
will minimize how much 
you need to pack. This is 
especially relevant if they 
recently hit a growth spurt 
– you can use this time to 
donate clothes that no lon-
ger fit. Sorting through and 
organizing their belong-
ings will also give your kids 
a better understanding of 
how they can help pack.
  Next, set deadlines for 

packing to make it feel less 

overwhelming. This can 
help you just as much as it 
helps your kids. Work back-
wards from the day you’ll 
need to have all of your 
boxes packed and ready to 
go, and from there, go room 
by room. As you’re packing, 
try letting your kids deco-
rate their moving boxes 
with markers or stickers. 
This way the boxes are la-
beled, and your kids can 
feel involved in the packing 
process while also express-
ing themselves. When the 
movers arrive, introduce 
them to your kids so they 
feel like they’re part of the 
process.
  Put together a moving es-

sentials kit with your kids. 
This should be different 

than your adult moving es-
sentials to leave out of the 
movers’ truck, like medi-
cation or important paper-
work. Instead, these should 
be kid-focused essentials 
like comforting stuffed 
animals, toys, a book, and 
favorite snacks. Be sure to 
make this list together be-
fore all of your boxes are 
packed, so you don’t unin-

tentionally pack something 
important.
  Once you’re in your new 

town and the moving truck 
has arrived, do your best to 
make unpacking fun. Play 
fun music or take a fun 
snack break by exploring 
the nearest ice cream shop 
in your town. While you’re 
getting settled, try letting 
your kids help decorate 
their new spaces if they’re 
old enough to do so. What-
ever you can do to let them 
make their own decisions 
will help give them a better 
sense of control during the 
transition.
  Sticking to your rou-

tines after you move can 
help kids feel a little more 
grounded in their new 
space. Whether it’s a morn-
ing breakfast routine on 
Sundays with waffles, or 
tacos on Tuesday, keep up 
the tradition. If you don’t 
have any routines, starting 
a new tradition can help 
create a sense of excitement 

about your new home. Try 
starting a monthly movie 
or game night to get every-
body relaxing together.
  Technology can make it 

easier to keep in contact 
with friends, so do your 
best to help your kids set 
up virtual chats with people 
they miss – especially if 
they don’t have devices of 
their own to use. Depend-
ing on how old your kids 
are, consider throwing a go-
ing away party with memo-
ry book or scrapbook pages 
for friends to sign in and 
write messages.
  Help your kids love their 

new neighborhood by 

showing them fun activi-
ties. This can range from a 
nearby playground or park, 
to cool new restaurants or 
museums. Get involved in 
the local community, too. 
Visit your nearby library to 
find community events and 
children’s programming to 
help you and the kids make 
new friends at your new 
home. Your local librar-
ian can also help teach you 
about the town – ask for 
books about local history, 
and go on an adventure to 
look for local landmarks.

  Article provided by Free-
dom Mortgage. 

Moving with kids

Try to make moving fun and positive for children.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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DERK BEARDMORE
beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Tax Filing Preparation 
Services

Call to make an 
appointment today!

General Contracting

 Construction 

Excavating

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT

www.barrsbuilders.com

CUSTOM HOMES, ADDITIONS, & RENOVATIONS
SERVING LUDLOW AND SURROUNDING TOWNS 

CONTACT US FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT! 
802-461-3573   dci@dciconcepts.com

PERU, Vt. – The wors-
ening effects of climate 
change are now a near-daily 
feature of our news. Forest 
fires spreading to the city 
continue to ravage Los An-
geles and its surroundings. 
Hurricanes are more severe 
than ever. Snowstorms are 
penetrating more deeply 
into the South. And here 
in Vermont, the years that 
separate severe floods are 
getting closer together. In 
response to this crisis, the 
Londonderry Conserva-
tion Commission is host-
ing well-known Vermont 
environmentalist Bill McK-
ibben, with a presentation 
entitled “Back to the Wall, 
Face to the Sun.” He will 
speak on climate change 
and how we can all play 
a part in minimizing the 
damage of a warming plan-
et. All are invited to this 

free program, which will 
take place on Saturday, Feb. 
8, at 4 p.m., at the Burr & 
Burton Mountain Campus.
  McKibben is an award-

winning environmental-
ist, educator, journalist, 
and author of 20 books. 
He has written extensively 
on the impact of global 
warming and the role of 
government policy. His re-
cent children’s book “We 
Are Better Together” is “a 
hopeful, inspiring picture 
book celebrating the power 
of human cooperation and 
the beauty of life on Earth, 
beautifully illustrated by 
artist Stevie Lewis,” accord-
ing to Goodreads.
  According to his web-

site, “His 1989 book ‘The 
End of Nature’ is regarded 
as the first book for a gen-
eral audience about climate 
change, and has appeared 

in 24 languages. He 
serves as the Schumann 
Distinguished Scholar in 
Environmental Studies 
at Middlebury College, 
as a fellow of the Ameri-
can Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, and he has won 
the Gandhi Peace Prize, 
as well as honorary de-
grees from 20 colleges 
and universities. He was 
awarded the Right Liveli-
hood Award, sometimes 
called the alternative No-
bel, in the Swedish Par-
liament. Foreign Policy 
named him to its inaugu-
ral list of the world’s 100 
most important global 
thinkers.”
  Please join us on Sat-

urday, Feb. 8, at 4 p.m., 
at the Burr & Burton 
Mountain Campus, lo-
cated at 3067 Hapgood 
Pond Road, Peru, Vt. 
This program is spon-
sored by the Londonder-
ry Conservation Com-
mission, and is a free 
event. 

Bill McKibben to speak 
on the climate crisis

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Precision Valley Fish and 
Game Association is once 
again offering scholar-
ships for youth ages 12-16 
who wish to attend Green 
Mountain Conservation 
Camp. 
  This camp, offered each 

year, is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for youth who want 
to learn more about the out-
doors, and campers will re-
ceive their Vermont hunter 
education and bowhunter 
education certifications. Ad-
vanced sessions are available 
for those who have already 

attended the basic session. 
  If you are interested in at-

tending, please contact Kyle 
Chivers at 802-302-4113, 
or Louis White at 802-289-
3416. You will need a Spon-
sorship Agreement Form 
completed prior to registra-
tion.

Conservation Camp 
scholarships

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

15 Barker St.
Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479
Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – The Vermont De-
partment of Environ-
mental Conservation 
(VT DEC) is in the pro-
cess of releasing draft 
401 Water Quality Cer-
tifications for the Wild-
er, Bellows Falls, and 
Vernon dams, owned 
by Great River Hydro. 
These are being released 
in succession, with pub-
lic comments due on the 
draft for Wilder by Feb. 
6, Bellows Falls by Feb. 
26, and Vernon, which 
will be released shortly, 

sometime in March. This 
is the only opportunity for 
the public to comment on 
what the VT DEC will re-
quire as conditions in the 
federal licenses that will 
affect over 120 miles of the 
Connecticut River – be-
tween Newbury and Ver-
non, Vt. – for the next 40 
years. 
  Connecticut River Con-

servancy (CRC) has read 
the draft 401s for Wilder 
and Bellows Falls, and is 
concerned that appropriate 
conditions to protect water 
quality and recreational ac-
cess for the Connecticut 

River are not adequate as 
proposed. It is imperative 
that the public comment 
on this process to make 
sure that the VT DEC is 
doing all that they can to 
protect this resource for the 
people of the State. 
  Anyone who uses and 

enjoys the Connecticut 
River has a vested interest 
in how this resource is af-
fected by the hydroelectric 
facilities. Commenting al-
lows residents to illustrate 
the importance of protect-
ing the Connecticut River.
  The public comment 

period ends on Thursday, 
Feb. 6, at 4:30 p.m., for the 
Wilder Dam; and Wednes-
day, Feb. 26, at 4:30 p.m., 
for the Bellows Falls Dam. 
The public hearing for the 
Bellows Fall Dam will be 
held on Feb. 12, at 5:30 
p.m., in the Lower Theater 
at town hall, 7 The Square, 
Bellows Falls.
  The notification of pub-

lic comment period, draft 
401 Water Quality Certi-
fication, and the portal for 
submitting comments can 
be accessed through the 
Vermont Environmental 
Notice Bulletin. Search for 
“Wilder,” “Bellows Falls,” 
or “Vernon” as the activity 
name.

Hydro dam public input
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arts & entertainment

The Quintessential Vermont Country Inn

Saint Valentine’s 
Four Course Gourmet Dinner

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2025
$89 PER PERSON

Includes your choice of a Starter, 
Small Plate, Large Plate, and a 
selection from our Dessert Cart

Featuring Butternut Squash and Coconut 
Cream Bisque, Bacon Wrapped Scallops, 

Roasted Duck Breast, and Maine Lobster Ravioli

Join us at our 4.5 Star Restaurant
Chef Inspired Cuisine • Renovated Dining Area

Serving Dinner Tue – Sat, 5:30-9 p.m.
Reservations Suggested at 802-228-8602
Holiday Menus at www.EchoLakeInn.com

Check out our Cozy Renovated Guest Rooms

CELEBRATE VALENTINE’S DAY
AT THE ECHO LAKE INN

Come for the Food, Stay for the Fun!

802-228-7797
Kitchen Hours Monday – Friday 4–9pm

Saturday 12–9pm,  Sunday 12-8pm

Monday Open Mic Night at 8:30pm
Tuesday Trivia at 6pm with Rick Davis

Thursday Irish Session with Gypsy Reel at 6:30pm

Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 
Monday - Friday.   Excludes Holidays

SHRIMP & 
SCALLOPS

BROILED 
OR FRIED

$2000
JR. PRIME 

RIB

$1600

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

All Meals are Served with 
House Salad, Caesar Salad, 

or Veggie of the Day

11:45-9 Mon-Sat and 12-8 Sun
Now Taking Reservations

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts and Twilight Music 
present an evening of Que-
becois music from Canada 
and the U.S., by two trios – 
É.T.É, and Yann Falquet 
with Emily Troll and Eric 
Boodman – on Saturday, 
Feb. 8, at 7:30 p.m., at Next 
Stage. 
  É.T.É transforms the nos-

talgia of a kitchen party into 
an unforgettable concert ex-
perience that celebrates the 
joie de vivre of Quebecois 
culture. With soaring vocal 
harmonies, a deep groove, 
step-dancing, and rich in-
strumentation, the trio cre-
ates their own trad universe 
with original compositions 
and unique arrangements 
of Quebecois and Acadian 

repertoire. Since winning 
the OPUS prize for Discov-
ery of the Year 2017-2018, 
Élisabeth Moquin (fiddle, 
step-dancing, vocals), Thi-
erry Clouette (bouzouki, 
podorythmie, vocals), and 
Élisabeth Giroux (cello, 
vocals), have shared their 
original, lively take on Que-
bec traditional music with 
audiences worldwide.
  Perhaps best known as a 

founder and one-third of 
the Quebecois traditional 
music trio Genticorum, 
Yann Falquet has developed 
a personal guitar style for 
Quebec folk music, inspired 
by the playing of the accom-
panists of different cultures, 
such as Brittany, Scandi-
navia, Ireland, and North 

America. A dynamic 
and versatile singer and 
instrumentalist who has 
collaborated with nu-
merous internationally 
known folk music artists, 
Falquet expresses his love 
of traditional music with 
a new sound, accompa-
nied by Emily Troll and 
Eric Boodman. 
  Next Stage is located 

at 15 Kimball Hill, in 
downtown Putney, Vt. 
For information, call 802-
387-0102. Advance tick-
ets are available at www.
nextstagearts.org. Next 
Stage will provide a beer, 
wine, and cocktail cash 
bar. Sponsored in part by 
the Délégation du Qué-
bec à Boston.

É.T.É and Yann Falquet 
at Next Stage

PUTNEY, Vt. – NXT 
Gallery is proud to pres-
ent “Eileen Christelow: 
Illustrations,” an exhi-
bition celebrating the 
work of the acclaimed 
author and illustrator 
of more than 30 chil-
dren’s picture books. 
The opening reception 
will be held on Sunday, 
Feb. 23, from 3-5 p.m., 
at Next Stage Arts, lo-
cated at 15 Kimball Hill, 
Putney, Vt. The exhibit 
will remain on view 
through May 11.
  Christelow is best 

known for her beloved 
“Five Little Monkeys” se-
ries and “The Great Pig 
Escape,” a charming tale 
set in Putney. Her work 
spans a variety of sub-
jects, from playful adven-
tures to nonfiction stories 
like “VOTE!” and “Rob-
ins! How They Grow Up.” 

In this exhibition, visitors 
will have the rare opportu-
nity to see original illustra-
tions from her books, of-
fering a behind-the-scenes 
look at the creative process 
that brings her characters 
and stories to life.
  “I start with sketches: 

Who are the characters? 
What are they doing?” says 
Christelow. “As I change 

the words, I change the 
pictures. As I change the 
pictures, I might decide to 
change the words again. 
It’s an evolving process 
that can take months.”
  Christelow’s transition 

from traditional media 
like watercolor and acryl-
ics to digital tools like 
Photoshop and Wacom 
tablets revolutionized 
her process, giving her 
the flexibility to move 
characters, experiment 
with colors, and refine ev-
ery detail. However, she 

notes, “I do miss the feeling 
of real paper.”
  The opening reception 

will offer an opportunity to 
meet the artist, hear about 
her creative journey, and 
explore the vibrant world 
of her illustrations. Light 
refreshments will be served, 
and the event is free and 
open to the public.

PUTNEY, Vt. – The vi-
brant sounds of New Or-
leans are coming to Putney 
this Valentine’s Day. Glen 
David Andrews, a native 
son of the legendary Treme 
neighborhood, will bring 
his electrifying performance 
to Next Stage Arts on Friday, 
Feb. 14, at 7:30 p.m. Known 
for his commanding voice, 
fierce trombone sound, and 
unforgettable stage pres-
ence, Andrews will light up 
the night with a powerful 
blend of jazz, funk, gospel, 
and rock that will have you 
dancing in the aisles.
  With a career that spans 

across genres and conti-
nents, Andrews has earned 
his reputation as one of New 
Orleans’ most dynamic mu-
sical forces. Whether collab-
orating with iconic acts like 
Galactic, Trombone Shorty, 
Rebirth Brass Band, and 
Allen Toussaint, or headlin-
ing major festivals like the 
New Orleans Jazz Festival, 
Andrews’ music transcends 
boundaries, and captures 
the heart and soul of New 
Orleans culture. Expect 
a high-energy, feel-good 
show that blends explosive 
brass sounds, soul-stirring 
grooves, and the infectious 
energy that only a true New 
Orleans legend can bring.
  Andrews’ collaborations 

span a diverse array of art-
ists, including Galactic, Re-
birth Brass Band, Delfayo 
Marsalis, and Ivan Neville, 
as well as performances at 
some of the world’s most 
renowned venues like Lin-
coln Center, The Kennedy 
Center, and The NYC Blue 
Note. He has also made a 
name for himself with his 
own albums, showcasing 
his versatility and ability to 
blend New Orleans roots 
with contemporary influ-
ences.
  Don’t miss your chance 

to experience one of New 
Orleans’ finest talents live 
in Putney. This concert is 
sure to be a night of unfor-
gettable music and danc-
ing, full of that distinctive, 

soul-stirring energy only 
Glen David Andrews can 
deliver.
  For more information, 

or to purchase tickets, vis-
it www.nextstagearts.org.

Glen David Andrews 
Dance Party 

NXT Gallery exhibits 
Eileen Christelow

One of Christelow’s illustrations.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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chester winter carnival

NEW HAMPSHIRE AND VERMONT’S
JEEP WRANGLER HEADQUARTERS

5 River Road, Claremont, NH
www.cdjrofclaremont.com 603-543-0188

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS!

FARM • GARDEN • HOMESTEAD • PET
54 Grain Store Rd. • Chester, VT

802-875-2333 • info@erskinesgrain.com

Ford of Claremont
FordOfClaremont.com    603-542-9800

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS

NOBODY HAS MORE INVENTORY!

802-875-3535  |  248 Elm Street  |  Chester, VT 05143
GussiesPlace@vermontel.net  |  www.GussiesPlace.com  |  Facebook

Boarding Daycare

Enjoy the Winter Carnival!

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily
802-952-9570
In Chester, take Route 11 
East for 1/2 Mile. Take 
Right onto Green Mtn. 
Turnpike. We’re the first 
house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup
Maple Cream

Member VMSMA

RECORD CONCRETE INC.
QUALITY WORK SINCE 1971

CHARLIE RECORD
802-875-3702        recordconcrete@yahoo.com

• Slabs
• Foundations
• Floors

PO BOX 574
25 TOWN FARM ROAD

CHESTER, VT 05143

Have a great time at the Winter Carnival!

SARAH E. VAIL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

136 Main Street, P.O. BOx 4
CheSter, VerMOnt 05143
telePhOne: 802.875.3434
Fax: 802.875.3405
eMail: SVail@VerMOntel.net

802-875-4715 • 526 Depot Street • Chester

Community Owned Since 1992

6 Main St. Suite 1, Springfield, VT
802-885-3663
www.springfieldfood.coop

Open to All!

Southern Vermont’s 
Largest Antique 

Center
20,000 sq. ft. 

showcasing antiques, 
quality collectibles, 

furniture, jewelry, folk 
art, primitives and home 

decorating accents. Dealers 
welcome. Be a part of 

the most active center in 
Southern Vermont. 

60 Main St, Chester, VT  |  (802) 875-5555

High Speed Diesel and Non-Ethanol Gas
Large Selection of Beer & Wine

52 South Main Street, Chester, VT 05143
Wed/Thur 4-8pm, Fri/Sat 11:30am-9pm, Sun 11:30am-8pm

CHESTER, Vt. – The Chester Winter Carnival is held 
annually on President’s Day weekend, this year falling on 
Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 15 and 16, at the Pinnacle, off 
Lover’s Lane in Chester. The fun-filled weekend includes 
sledding, ice skating, horse-drawn sleigh rides, kids’ snow-
mobile rides, and an evening snowshoe hike, led by the 
Chester Conservation Committee (CCC).

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Kids snowmobile rides from the Chester Snowmobile 

Club at Buttonwood Farms, the field across from the Pin-
nacle.

12 p.m.
Sledding and ice skating at the Pinnacle.
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Horse-drawn sleigh rides from Smokeshire Farms at the 

Pinnacle.
5 p.m.
Guided snowshoe hike at Brookside. CCC guided. Snow-

shoes if conditions are favorable, or microspikes/yak tracks 
required if limited snow. A headlamp or flashlight is re-
quired. Meet behind the academy building at 5 p.m.
  Contact Matt McCarthy for more information at 802-

875-2173 or recreationinchester@yahoo.com.

Horse drawn sleigh rides from Smokeshire Farms.
PHOTO BY OTIS NELSON

Sledding and ice skating at the Pinnace.
STOCK PHOTO

Chester Winter Carnival 1940, featuring dog sled races. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CARLA WESTINE, CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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