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BFWC delivers treats 
to municipal workers
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The Bellows Falls Woman’s Club 
(BFWC) recently delivered sweet treats as a thank-you 
to 26 area municipal and agency essential workers. Pic-
tured are Jennifer Tolaro-Heidbrink and Julie Cermola of 
Parks Place Community Resource Center in Bellows Falls, 
thus recognized.

PHOTO PROVIDED

BY PAULA BENSON
The Vermont Journal

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. –
On Saturday, Feb. 22, more 
than 100 residents of Rock-
ingham, Saxtons River, and 
Bellows Falls gathered at 
the Rockingham Public Li-
brary for a presentation on 
the proposal for a newly 
consolidated Rockingham 
Municipal Fire and Rescue 
Department. Saturday’s 
meeting was the final op-
portunity for voters to re-
view and discuss the pro-
posed plan, as well as voice 
any questions or concerns 
before voting on the article 
at Town Meeting on March 
1.
  As written, Article 9 

would, if approved, call for 
the creation of “a transition 
committee consisting of 
designated representatives 
from each of the three de-
partments, and representa-
tives from the Bellows Falls 
Trustees, Saxtons River Vil-
lage Trustees, and the Rock-
ingham Selectboard will be 
tasked to develop a detailed 
plan.” 
  The article further states 

that, “Upon completion, 
the plan will be reviewed 
and presented to the Rock-
ingham Selectboard for 
adoption no later than July 
1, 2026.” However, there 
was some resistance to that 
statement conveyed at the 
meeting. Several residents 
insisted the article should 
be amended to call for an-
other townwide vote once 
the board had formulated a 
plan, rather than giving the 
selectboard the final deci-
sion. It was generally un-
derstood that voters would 
be allowed to amend the ar-
ticle to include such a provi-
sion at Town Meeting.
  The initiative for a single 

municipal fire and rescue 
department was first intro-
duced after Rockingham 
development director Gary 
Fox and Bellows Falls Fire 
Chief Shaun McGinnis ap-
plied for and were awarded 
a federal grant to fund a 
feasibility study. That study, 
aka the A.P. Triton Report, 
found that Rockingham 
could not financially sup-
port three separate fire de-
partments, and the creation 
of a shared, single mu-

nicipal department would 
reduce costs and improve 
efficiencies and response 
times. The full presentation 
can be viewed on the Rock-
ingham town website, www.
rockinghamvt.org.
  The meeting was mod-

erated by Village President 
Paul Obuchowski, who kept 
to the schedule, from 10-
11:30 a.m., and outlined the 
rules to be followed. Ellen 
Clark-Lawrence, a 30-year 
resident of Saxtons River 
and four-year member of 
the Saxtons River Board of 
Trustees, led the slide pre-
sentation that covered the 
basics of the plan, which 
proposes to strengthen the 
emergency services provid-
ed to the community while 
increasing safety, efficiency, 
and cost-effectiveness.
  Rockingham Selectboard 

member John Dunbar 
read statistics detailing the 
myriad skyrocketing costs 
for rural emergency ser-
vice providers, reporting 
that Rockingham was on 
par with national numbers 
when it comes to low levels 
of recruitment, increased 
expenditures, and handling 
a higher volume of calls. 
  Board member and for-

mer Board Chair Peter 
Golec cited examples of 
how coordination between 
the three separate fire sta-
tions has not always been 
efficient, and how redun-
dancy and response times 
would each be reduced 
by combining resources. 
“When that alarm goes 
off, you don’t care who 
shows up as long as some-
one shows up,” Golec com-
mented.
  Dunbar pointed out they 

were fortunate as a commu-
nity to have three existing 
fire stations, and although 

the Saxtons River facil-
ity will need major repairs, 
there will continue to be 
three stations in the new 
configuration.
  One financial concern 

voiced by some Bellows 
Falls residents was not di-
rectly addressed during 
the informational meeting. 
The Village of Bellows Falls 
had voted to approve a tax 
increase to fund the reno-
vation of their aging fire 
station, with construction 
completed in 2022-2023. 
Many of those residents feel 
they should not be expected 
to contribute to the repairs 
at the Saxtons River station 
once the Town of Rocking-
ham takes over.
  Fox explained that federal 

grants are an important re-
source of funding for emer-
gency services, and the re-
dundancy issue affects the 
application process as well. 
With things the way they 
are currently, Fox said the 
departments are “compet-
ing against one another” for 
funding, and by combining 
efforts will likely be more 
successful in getting grant 
money awarded.
  The discussion at Satur-

day’s meeting was at times 
emotional, with long-time 
resident Deborah Wright 
asking, “Are we currently 
safe?” 
  Priscilla Lambert, a 

BFUHS Board member 
currently running for re-
election, admitted to be-
ing “filled with anxiety,” as 
“this vote is being pushed 
through with a lack of plan-
ning.” 
  Jamey Berrick, member 

of the Rockingham com-
munity, voiced his concerns 
with the proposal, claim-
ing it is based on assump-
tions and estimates, and 

not enough input from the 
community.
  Additionally, there was 

some talk of the “elephant 
in the room,” as one resi-
dent commented, which 
was that there were some 
members of the three fire 
departments who might be 
unwilling to cooperate in 
the event of a merger.
  Rockingham Deputy Fire 

Chief Tim Jeffrey admitted 
that, “All my volunteers will 
walk” because of people on 
the Bellows Falls Fire De-
partment that are “difficult 
to work with.”
  Jonathan Shaughnessy, 

a volunteer firefighter for 
Bellows Falls and Putney, 
responded, “That drives me 
nuts, anyone who would 
quit…We are out there to 
help people.”
  Another volunteer com-

mented that someone caus-
ing issues would be disci-
plined, and if people leave, 
so be it. An additional 
comment suggested that a 
new, combined municipal 
department would incen-
tivize younger members of 
the community to volun-

teer, and create a commit-
ment to work together for a 
stronger future.
  Putney recently consoli-

dated their fire and emer-
gency efforts, and Bellows 
Falls Trustee Wade Masure 
reported that, although the 
transition wasn’t without 
its “bumps and bruises,” 
the way the department is 
operating now is working. 
Shaughnessy echoed those 
sentiments. Masure named 
other communities that 
had gone through similar 
reconfigurations.
  Ultimately, it will be the 

people’s vote that decides 
whether this proposal 
moves forward into the 
planning stages.
  The Rockingham Town 

Meeting will be held on Sat-
urday, March 1, at 2 p.m., 
at the Bellows Falls Middle 
School. Australian ballot 
voting for town officials will 
be held on Tuesday, March 
4, at the Masonic Temple, 
61 Westminster Street, be-
ginning at 8 a.m. Town 
Meeting will be accessible 
via Zoom, but voting is only 
permitted in person. 

Meeting on emergency department merger

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
University of Vermont’s 
Leahy Institute for Rural 
Partnerships has launched 
a consortium of coworking 

spaces from across Vermont 
to spark collaboration and 
amplify economic impact 
in the state. In the pilot year 
of this initiative, the Leahy 

Institute is partnering with 
four spaces: The Hub Co-
Works in Rutland, Black 
River Innovation Campus 
in Springfield, Do North 

Coworking in Lyndonville, 
and Hula in Burlington. 
  Vermont’s coworking 

BRIC joins coworking consortium

See BRIC on Page 2

Bellows Falls Fire Chief Shaun McGinnis responds to comments.
PHOTO BY PAULA BENSON

Vote on Town 
Meeting Day
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Backup Powerwall

Home Battery Backup 

● No Customer Maintenance
● Instantaneous & Quiet Backup Power
● Enough energy for 98% of outages (32-55+ hours)
● 20% the Cost of Owning this Equipment
● Low Monthly Payment of $55
● Tie into Solar for Longer Outage Protection & Energy 
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Green Mountain Power is partnering with HB Energy to
offer free installation of a Tesla Powerwall to help protect
your home from power outages for $55/month for 10
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Free Installation of Tesla Home 
Backup Powerwall

Home Battery Backup 

● No Customer Maintenance
● Instantaneous & Quiet Backup Power
● Enough energy for 98% of outages (32-55+ hours)
● 20% the Cost of Owning this Equipment
● Low Monthly Payment of $55
● Tie into Solar for Longer Outage Protection & Energy 

Savings

SIGN UP AT: HBENERGY-VT.COM

(802) 885 2300

Green Mountain Power is partnering with HB Energy to
offer free installation of a Tesla Powerwall to help protect
your home from power outages for $55/month for 10
years (or $5,500  upfront). Why HB Energy Solutions?

● We are an Efficiency Vermont “Efficiency
Excellence Provider"

● Customers like us, 4.5 Stars on Google
● We are a trusted long term partner with GMP

Free Installation of Tesla Home 
Backup Powerwall

Home Battery Backup Home Battery Backup 

● No Customer Maintenance
● Instantaneous & Quiet Backup Power
● Enough energy for 98% of outages (32-55+ hours)
● 20% the Cost of Owning this Equipment
● Low Monthly Payment of $55
● Tie into Solar for Longer Outage Protection & Energy 

Savings

SIGN UP AT: HBENERGY-VT.COM

(802) 885 2300

Green Mountain Power is partnering with HB Energy to
offer free installation of a Tesla Powerwall to help protect
your home from power outages for $55/month for 10
years (or $5,500  upfront). Why HB Energy Solutions?

● We are an Efficiency Vermont “Efficiency
Excellence Provider"

● Customers like us, 4.5 Stars on Google
● We are a trusted long term partner with GMP

Free Installation of Tesla Home 
Backup Powerwall

Home Battery Backup 

● No Customer Maintenance
● Instantaneous & Quiet Backup Power
● Enough energy for 98% of outages (32-55+ hours)
● 20% the Cost of Owning this Equipment
● Low Monthly Payment of $55
● Tie into Solar for Longer Outage Protection & Energy 

Savings

SIGN UP AT: HBENERGY-VT.COM

(802) 885 2300

Green Mountain Power is partnering with HB Energy to
offer free installation of a Tesla Powerwall to help protect
your home from power outages for $55/month for 10
years (or $5,500  upfront). Why HB Energy Solutions?

● We are an Efficiency Vermont “Efficiency
Excellence Provider"

● Customers like us, 4.5 Stars on Google
● We are a trusted long term partner with GMP

Free Installation of Tesla Home 
Backup Powerwall

Home Battery Backup 

● No Customer Maintenance
● Instantaneous & Quiet Backup Power
● Enough energy for 98% of outages (32-55+ hours)
● 20% the Cost of Owning this Equipment
● Low Monthly Payment of $55
● Tie into Solar for Longer Outage Protection & Energy 

Savings

SIGN UP AT: HBENERGY-VT.COM

(802) 885 2300

Green Mountain Power is partnering with HB Energy to
offer free installation of a Tesla Powerwall to help protect
your home from power outages for $55/month for 10
years (or $5,500  upfront). Why HB Energy Solutions?

● We are an Efficiency Vermont “Efficiency
Excellence Provider"

● Customers like us, 4.5 Stars on Google
● We are a trusted long term partner with GMP

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic

problems in the Franklin County
area since 1984.

• Water Conditioning
• Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

• Iron and Manganese Removal
• Radon & Arsenic Removal
• Systems Maintenance
• Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

800-252-8484
ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

What’s In Your Water?™

div. of Cushing and Sons

Worried About
Your Water?

NE-315865

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic

problems in the Franklin County
area since 1984.

• Water Conditioning
• Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

• Iron and Manganese Removal
• Radon & Arsenic Removal
• Systems Maintenance
• Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

800-252-8484
ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

What’s In Your Water?™

div. of Cushing and Sons

Worried About
Your Water?

NE-315865

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic

problems in the Franklin County
area since 1984.

• Water Conditioning
• Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

• Iron and Manganese Removal
• Radon & Arsenic Removal
• Systems Maintenance
• Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

800-252-8484
ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

What’s In Your Water?™

div. of Cushing and Sons

Worried About
Your Water?

NE-315865

Windham County

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic

problems in the Franklin County
area since 1984.

• Water Conditioning
• Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

• Iron and Manganese Removal
• Radon & Arsenic Removal
• Systems Maintenance
• Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

800-252-8484
ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

What’s In Your Water?™

div. of Cushing and Sons

Worried About
Your Water?

NE-315865

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic

problems in the Franklin County
area since 1984.

• Water Conditioning
• Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

• Iron and Manganese Removal
• Radon & Arsenic Removal
• Systems Maintenance
• Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

800-252-8484
ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

What’s In Your Water?™

div. of Cushing and Sons

Worried About
Your Water?

NE-315865

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic

problems in the Franklin County
area since 1984.

• Water Conditioning
• Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

• Iron and Manganese Removal
• Radon & Arsenic Removal
• Systems Maintenance
• Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

800-252-8484
ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

What’s In Your Water?™

div. of Cushing and Sons

Worried About
Your Water?

NE-315865

Windham County

Solving hard water, iron, blue 
staining, radon, and arsenic 

problems in the Windham and 
Windsor Counties since 1984

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
Kick off National Nutri-
tion Month in March by 
coming together for Veg-
etable Celebration Potluck, 
a whole-food, plant-based 
(WFPB) community pot-
luck. A gathering that’s all 
about delicious, nourishing 
food and meaningful con-
nections. Whether you’re 
a long-time plant-based 
eater, or just curious to try 
something new, this event 
is a welcoming space to 
enjoy wholesome, home-
cooked dishes and friendly 
conversation at the Rock-
ingham Free Public Library, 
on Monday, March 3, at 6 
p.m.
  This free event is an op-

portunity for the commu-
nity to share tasty, nutri-
tious, plant-powered meals, 
while learning more about 
the benefits of whole-food, 
plant-based eating, and is a 
collaboration between the 
library and Rep. Michelle 
Bos-Lun, who serves on the 
on the Agriculture, Food 
Resiliency, and Forestry 
Committee. Guests are en-
couraged to bring a WFPB 
dish – featuring whole 
grains, vegetables, legumes, 
fruits, nuts, and seeds. Be 
sure to label your dish with 
ingredients for those with 
allergies, and come hungry 
and ready to connect with a 
welcoming community.
  “We believe that food has 

the power to bring people 
together and create posi-
tive change,” said Bos-Lun, 
“This potluck is a chance 
for everyone to experience 
the joy of plant-based eat-

ing, while connecting 
with others who share a 
passion for health, sus-
tainability, and good 
food.”
  Attendees will not 

only get to enjoy a vari-
ety of delicious dishes, 
but also exchange reci-
pes, tips, and inspira-
tion for healthier living. 
Whether you’re looking 
to improve your health, 
reduce your environ-
mental impact, or simply 
explore new flavors, this 
event is for you.
  For more informa-

tion about this free and 
open to the public event, 
please call 802-463-4270, 
email youthservices@
rockinghamlibrary.org, 
go online to www.rock-
inghamlibrary.org, or 
stop by the library at 65 
Westminster Street in 
Bellows Falls.

Vegetable-Forward 
Potluck at the library

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – With more than 
110 years of garden-
ing experience between 
them, Laurel Green and 
Wendy Regier will share 
their knowledge and 
discuss attendees’ gar-
dening challenges at the 
Gardening Roundtable, 
on Thursday, March 
6, at 5:30 p.m., at the 
Rockingham Library. 
People with all levels of 
gardening experience, 
including no previous 
experience, are welcome. 
Attendees are welcome 
to share their gardening 
knowledge and experi-

ences as well. 
  Though both seasoned 

gardeners, these two gar-
deners’ areas of expertise 
and interest vary. Green’s 
special expertise is in trans-
forming a standard lawn 
into a thriving garden. She 
loves growing her own let-
tuce seeds. Her favorite 
thing about gardening is 
that “there’s always more to 
learn and try.” 
  Regier enjoys growing 

anything she likes to eat, 
and “perennials and shrubs, 
peonies, and hydrangeas.” 
Designing flower and veg-
etable gardens is her special 
expertise. Her least favor-

ite thing to do is thinning 
seeds, “as I feel I’m pulling 
out friends.” 
  All library programs 

are free and open to the 
public. Another garden-
ing program is coming up 
this spring. Henry Ho-
meyer will be presenting 
“Growing Great Flowers: 
Old Favorites and Lesser-
Known Beauties,” on Satur-
day, April 26, at 2 p.m. For 
more information, contact 
programming@rocking-
hamlibrary.org, call 802-
463-4270, or stop by the 
Rockingham Library, 65 
Westminster Street in Bel-
lows Falls.

Gardening Roundtable 
at Rockingham Library

W E S T M I N S T E R 
WEST, Vt. – We are all 
in need of connections. 
Come join your friends 
for a fun evening of 
friendship, stories of past 
years, and the impor-
tance of simply gathering 
together as neighbors, 
at the Congregational 
Church of Westminster 

West, on Saturday, March 
8, from 5:30-8 p.m., for our 
18th anniversary of Maple 
and Mud. As always, this 
will be a family-style meal, 
with food provided by Sha-
ron Boccelli, formerly of 
Boccelli’s on the Canal in 
Bellows Falls. Dinner will 
be vegetarian minestrone 
soup, antipasto of local and 

imported cheese and olives, 
chicken braciolettini, pasta 
with slow home-cooked 
Italian red sauce, and Ital-
ian cookies. The pasta will 
have both a vegetarian vari-
ety and meatballs available, 
as well as a gluten-free pas-
ta option. Cost is a sliding 
scale. You may bring your 
own wine.

The 18th annual Cabin 
Fever Supper 

spaces serve as critical 
hubs of community engage-
ment, entrepreneurial ac-
tivity, and education. How-
ever, interaction between 
these organizations, sepa-
rated as they are by geogra-
phy, has been limited. This 
consortium seeks to change 

that. It will provide an op-
portunity for the members 
to share ideas, gain support 
from peers, and explore op-
portunities for greater col-
laboration, all of which will 
strengthen Vermont’s eco-
system of innovation hubs 
and coworking spaces.
  The consortium held its 

first in-person meeting last 
week at the Hub CoWorks, 

which is housed in a mag-
nificent renovated opera 
house in Rutland. “Before 
coats were even off, the 
consortium members were 
bouncing ideas off each 
other, discussing funding 
opportunities, and sharing 
experiences,” said Summer 
Colley, economic develop-
ment coordinator for the 
Leahy Institute. “It was a 
rapid and wonderful start 
to the many conversations 
this initiative is meant to 
spark.” The consortium will 
continue to convene quar-
terly, rotating between the 
four hubs during the year.
  While it’s clear that Ver-

mont’s coworking spaces 
have energized business 
activity and community 
engagement in their re-
gions, research on rural 
coworking is limited. To 
help address this deficit, the 
consortium members will 
participate in a research 
project, led by Erik Monsen 
of the Grossman School of 
Business, that seeks to bet-
ter understand the needs of 
rural coworking spaces and 
their communities.
  UVM student interns 

will join each of the four 
consortium members this 
summer to help with that 
research effort, and to sup-
port the operational ac-
tivities of the individual 
coworking spaces.
  “The Leahy Institute is 

thrilled to partner with 
these coworking spaces as 
they seek to grow their im-
pact and strengthen rural 
economic development,” 
said Tricia Coates, director 
of the Leahy Institute for 
Rural Partnerships.

BRIC
From Page 1
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Member FINRA/SIPC
Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

802-228-5774
Member FINRA/SIPC

Securities offered exclusively through Osaic Wealth Inc. 

101 Main Street, Second Floor, Ludlow, VT

Friends, community, and clients 
We are all sorry to say goodbye to Mark
Saying goodbye to a friend and colleague has been 
challenging. I want to let everyone know that I will 
be continuing Mark’s business, providing the same 
services to our clients, both current and new. Stop by 
our new office to share your stories of Mark, I’m sure 
you have some funny ones. 
     – Derek Karner

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES
MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600
NEW TIRES TOO!!

7 Pineview Drive, Chester • 802-875-WEED • DownToTheRootsVT.com
ORDER AHEAD ONLINE

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use 
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT 
AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or 
use of cannabis may carry signi� cant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law. 
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The e� ects of edible cannabis may be 
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience 
harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the 
in� uence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.

New Loyalty Awards Program
Ask our Budtenders how to register for our 

Loyalty Program, to roll out soon!

Friday Nights Mexican Meal Deals, 5:30-8pm
Purchase $50 of products and receive a 

$10 meal ticket for Maria’s Mexican – 
good for that weekend of purchase.

$10 Deals Every Monday & Tuesday
We’ll have an array of high-quality products for 

$10/each. Stop by or check our website!

BY RON PATCH
802-374-0119

ronpatch27@gmail.com

  The photo with this ar-
ticle is the 1920-1921 Ches-
ter High School basketball 
team. The boys are identified 
on the reverse.
  I won’t list their names, as 

several are incorrectly iden-
tified. As an example, Ray 
Pollard graduated in 1914, 
as did Dean Severance. The 
name I would expect to see 
is Granvil Thompson. He is 
not listed. Someone really 
got it wrong.

Granvil Thompson
  Granvil lived where Jersey 

Girls was located, on Route 
103 North. I used to stop and 
see Granvil to buy antiques, 
or sometimes just to visit. 
Granvil had some great sto-
ries. 
  Granvil told me how he 

drove a horse-drawn ve-
hicle to attend Chester High 
School. He parked his wagon 
or sleigh, depending on sea-
son, and stalled his horse 
where Clara Smith lived on 
Maple Street. This is where 
William Austin ran his an-
tiques business for years. 
After school, Granvil would 
hitch up the horse and drive 
home.
  One of the stories he told 

me was about a basketball 
game in Townshend. Granvil 
played basketball for Chester 
High School, and graduated 
high school in 1923, so it is 
possible he is one of the mis-
identified in this 1921 photo.
  Granvil told me both 

the boys and girls basket-
ball teams journeyed to 
Townsend one winter night. 
I seem to remember Chester 
won both games. What was 
interesting about this story 
was the return trip.
  The snow was really com-

ing down. By the time they 
reached Grafton, the snow 
was very deep. The team of 
horses couldn’t pull the barge 
up the hill coming up out of 
Grafton, so the boys and girls 
got out and pushed. They ar-
rived in Chester in the wee 
hours of the morning. Gran-
vil hitched up his horse and 
drove home, only having a 
couple hours of sleep before 
going back to school.

The barge
  The “barge,” as it was 

called, was part of W. R. 
Spaulding and his son Ed-
ward’s taxi service. What we 
might know as a school bus 
today. The barge was a large 
box type affair on heavy run-
ners. It had bench seats along 
the sides. Boys on one side, 
girls on the other. In Spauld-
ing records, I did find men-
tion of Ed Spaulding taxiing 
kids around. While I didn’t 
find mention of the Town-
shend trip, I found enough 
evidence to support my the-
ory that Ed Spaulding drove 
the kids to Townshend that 
night.

Howard Peck
  Howard had a long life 

with an excellent memory 
of the old days. Howard told 
me basketball games used to 
be held upstairs at Chester 
Town Hall. The hoops were 
at opposite ends of town hall, 
one at the stage, the other at 
the balcony. Bleachers were 

along the sides, with some 
seating in the balcony.
  I can’t swear to it today, but 

I seem to remember hearing 
that at one time the upstairs 
of town hall was used for 
roller skating. This makes 
sense if you remember how 
the old maple floor was laid 
out. The outer edges of the 
floor were angled in a geo-
metric design, not the 90-de-
gree corners we have today.

Chester High School gym-
nasium
  The old Chester High 

School was built without a 
gymnasium. In 1938, the 
gymnasium was built as an 
addition. Many will remem-
ber the stage on one end, 
with bleachers on the sides. 
I remember many basket-
ball games played here in the 
‘60s.
  Springfield was our enemy. 

The gym would be packed 
with kids and parents 
rooting for their team. I 
used to hear we were go-
ing to have a rumble after 
the game. This might have 
happened, but I never wit-
nessed a rumble, though I 
was ready.
  Ted Spaulding told me 

about the building of the 
old high school. Webb 
Hall was the contrac-
tor. Someone raised the 
corner stake markers af-
ter Webb had left for the 
day. I guess it’s time to tell 
that story. Like Howard 
Peck, Ted has an excellent 
memory.

  This week’s old say-
ing is from Willie Nel-
son: “There are more old 
drunks than there are old 
doctors.”

Chester basketball history

The 1920-1921 Chester Basketball Team. Note boy second 
from right in the top row, who moved during the exposure.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
What happens when you 
combine the love of diners 
and the support of Bellows 
Falls Moose Lodge #527 
with the celebration of 50-
year lodge member and 
former Miss Bellows Falls 
Diner owner Del Bush? 
The kickoff Diner Dinner, 
on Saturday, March 8, be-
gins a series of three diner 
fundraisers in 2025, and 
recognizes the contribu-
tions of Bush over the last 
50 years as a member of 
the lodge.
  Diner Dinners are the 

means by which the Miss 
Bellows Falls team of 
Rockingham for Prog-
ress (RFP) will be shar-
ing progress reports in 
2025, including plans, 
timelines, challenges, and 
triumphs. RFP is working 
with Banwell Architects 
on developing 50% plan 
sets, which will be shared 
at the March dinner, with 
a Q&A.
  Fundraising efforts for 

the restoration of the his-
toric Worcester Lunch Car 
#771 have been underway. 
To date, over $230,000 has 
been raised from individ-
ual donations.
  “Our goal is to restore, 

renovate, and reopen the 
Miss Bellows Falls, leas-
ing to an operator who 
can keep providing good, 
honest, affordable food to 
folks near and far, with-

out being saddled with debt,” 
says Charlie Hunter, of Rock-
ingham for Progress. “We 
want to carry on the legacy of 
Del and Joanne Bush, and set 
the Miss BF up for the next 
80 years of success.”
  The events are an oppor-

tunity to feature classic diner 
meals intended to bring 
back memories of the days 
when the Miss Bellows Falls 
Diner was operating. Del and 
Joanne Bush, former owners 
of the diner from 1973-1983, 
were asked for suggestions 
on some favorite meals, and 
settled on a seasonal menu 
for winter, summer, and fall.
  Each meal includes a full 

entree and dessert. On March 
8, meatloaf and apple crisp 
will be prepared by guest 
chef Aime Theroux. On July 
19, enjoy ribs and strawberry 
shortcake, with diners in-
vited to provide their favorite 
baked beans, which will be 
judged by the audience. The 
final dinner occurs on Oct. 
18, and features roast pork, 
with diners invited to share 
their favorite dessert pie, to 
be judged by the audience. 
Winners receive a gift from 
the Miss Bellows Falls store.
  Bar service will be avail-

able, and the meal will be-
gin with an informational 
update at 5:15 p.m., to share 
ongoing diner restoration 

progress. Dinner will be 
served buffet style, starting at 
6 p.m. On March 8 only, fol-
lowing the recognition of Del 
Bush at 7 p.m., the band Rust 
and Bone will play at 8 p.m. 
Band tickets are available on 
the website, or from lodge 
members.
  Information about the 

dinner schedule and ticket 
purchase information can be 
found at www.missbellows-
falls.com. Choose individual 
tickets, a table of six for fam-
ily and friends, or purchase 
the entire series. The lodge 
is located at 59 Westminster 
Street, in Bellows Falls, Vt. 
The building is handicap ac-
cessible.
  For more information 

about the Miss Bellows Falls 
Diner project, history of the 
diner, merchandise, or Rock-
ingham for Progress, visit 
www.missbellowsfalls.com.

Support Miss Bellows Falls

The members of the Bellows Falls Firefighter’s Association fully support 
Article 9, the creation of a single municipal fire department with three 
stations. This article moves emergency services forward in Rockingham, 
Bellows Falls and Saxtons River. This article provides:

• Higher level of EMS service from First Responders town wide
• Stabilize and in some cases lower insurance ratings for lower premiums
• Eliminate costly, redundant equipment
• Improved Firefighter safety
• Faster response times
• Establishes a plan for future savings
• A municipal department that is accountable to the Town

This plan uses ALL trained first responders from all three municipalities 
working together for the most effective response to an emergency town 
wide. We, the members of the Bellows Falls Firefighter’s Association, 
support this, and will all step up to become part of a team to provide 
the best service possible for all three municipalities.  This article is about 
improving public safety as well as cutting costs. 

Do the right thing for ALL of Rockingham, Vote YES on 
Article 9 at the Rockingham Town Meeting, Saturday 
March 1st, 2 pm at the Bellows Falls Middle School. 

You must be present to vote
This ad was paid for by the members of the Bellows Falls Firefighter’s Association
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POLITICAL 
LETTERS

Due to the volume of 
political letters we receive 
during elections, and the 
increased cost of adding 
pages to the paper to print 
them all, political letters  are 
charged at the rate of $75 
for 200 words, and $0.50 
per word thereafter. Politi-
cal letters include endors-
ing, electioneering, or cam-
paigning for, or against, a 
sepcific candidate or party.

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your 
piece of Vermont 

to fit your Dreams!

Dear Rockingham Voters,

  My name is Chris Kibbe, 
and I am writing to request 
that you write my name 
in for the three-year seat 
on the Rockingham Town 
School Board versus Priscil-
la Lambert on election day, 
March 4. This is the seat that 
I currently hold, but unfor-
tunately, I was ill and missed 
the petition filing deadline 
in January. I would like 
to serve the town and the 
school district for another 
term in order to continue 
the important work that the 
board has embarked upon 
in the last year. I currently 
serve as the chair of the 
Rockingham School Board.
  This past year, the board 

adopted a set of goals that 
has guided our work. These 
goals include improving 
student achievement, de-
creasing the number of 
student absences, building 
an affordable budget for 
the coming year, enhanc-
ing board and community 
communications, effectively 
maintaining our school 
buildings, and, in the lon-
ger term, expanding stu-

dent learning opportunities 
and promoting sustainable 
schools for Rockingham. 
As you can see, this is an ex-
tensive and comprehensive 
set of goals, and we have 
made progress in many ar-
eas. Student absences are 
down somewhat, and our 
school buildings remain in 
excellent condition. We will 
be presenting an expense 
budget to the voters that 
is up 4.32% with a modest 
projected tax rate increase, 
combined with the high 
school, of about 2.5 cents, a 
percentage increase of 1.6%. 
Although student achieve-
ment remains a concern, we 
are receiving regular reports 
about progress in math and 
literacy from the adminis-
tration. In addition, we are 
actively working on board-
community communica-
tions. 
  The WNESU and Rock-

ingham Town School Dis-
tricts employ many effective 
administrators, teachers, 
and staff who really are the 
ones upon whose shoulders 
the job of continuous school 

improvement falls. As 
a board member and as 
board chair, I have tried 
to both support and ca-
jole our employees to 
strive for improvement 
and good management. 
I am very clear about the 
fact that it is not a board 
member’s job to micro-
manage the school sys-
tem.
  In closing, I want to 

again request that you 
write my name in for 
the three-year seat on 
the Rockingham School 
Board. It is important for 
you to know that this is 
the only seat to write me 
in, as I support the can-
didacies of Caitlin De-
schenes-Desmond and 
Rob Weltz, who are run-
ning unopposed for other 
seats on the board. I will 
have additional remind-
ers about this on election 
day outside the polling 
area.

Paid for by Christopher 
Kibbe
Rockingham, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  For Weathersfield vot-
ers who might not know 
it, selectboard candidate 
August Murray, his wife, 
and their confederates, 
in December 2023 forced 
Windsor County Republi-
can Committee Chair John 
McGovern out of the chair-
manship. The event was 
written up by Valley News 
columnist Jim Kenyon on 
Dec. 17, 2023. They began 
the putsch by shouting, 
“Point of order! Point of 
order!” during the recital 
of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Murray, his wife, and three 
others subsequently filed a 
lawsuit against McGovern, 
and Murray became the 
vice chair of the group.
  In addition to marking 

their territory in the coun-

ty, the Murrays also made a 
try for the state legislature. 
Ms. Murray ran for a state 
Senate seat in 2024. The 
couple lent $34,000 to Ms. 
Murray’s campaign. The 
most any of their Demo-
cratic opponents raised by 
popular subscription and 
Vermont Democratic Party 
donations was $14,000. Ms. 
Murray was not successful 
in gaining a Senate seat.
  Ignorant of his conduct 

in these matters, yet rec-
ognizing him as a new 
owner of a considerable 
property in Weathersfield, 
the Weathersfield select-
board appointed Mr. Mur-
ray to fill a vacancy on their 
board. Mr. Murray later ran 
for the seat and lost. He is 
running again this spring.

  Mr. Murray recently 
bullied his way onto the 
Weathersfield Veterans 
Memorial Committee 
by attacking the verac-
ity of its chair, DeForest 
Bearse, and impugning 
the conduct of the me-
morial committee itself. 
Ms. Bearse refuted his 
charges at a recent select-
board meeting, but in 
an attempt to defuse the 
hostile tone of the meet-
ing, stepped down – and 
Mr. Murray was immedi-
ately appointed to fill the 
vacancy by the select-
board.
  As Republicans, the 

Murrays are allied with 
what’s going on in the 
White House at this time. 
I do not recommend en-
trusting him with a role 
in Weathersfield gover-
nance.

Paid for by Chuck Greg-
ory
Springfield, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  People sometimes ask 
me, “What kind of doc-
tor are you?” It’s a fair 
question – when you run 
for public office, folks 
want to know your back-
ground, and what you 
bring to the table.
  For the record, my 

doctorate is in comput-
ing technology in educa-
tion (Ph.D.), and along 
the way, I also earned two 
master’s degrees (MBA, 
MSS), a postgraduate de-
gree (Ed.S.), and a gradu-
ate certificate in human 
resource management. 
I even had the chance to 
serve as a military science 
professor during my time 
in uniform. My doctoral 
research focused on help-
ing soldier-students bal-
ance military deployment 
and distance learning, 
and I was honored to pro-
vide my published work 
to the U.S. Army, Army 
Reserve, and National 
Guard.
  Earning that doctor-

ate took nine years – all 
while serving on active 
duty. During that time, I 
deployed to Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, led a task force 
in the aftermath of Hur-

ricane Katrina, and worked 
on a multinational mission 
in Honduras. One month 
after return-ing from Kabul, 
I defended my dissertation, 
and became Dr. Murray.
  Being a colonel and a 

doctor are titles I’m incred-
ibly proud of, but the one 
that means the most is dad.
  After retiring from the 

Army, my wife Andrea and 
I took on a new mission – 
restoring our old farm, and 
working to help provide 
food security in our com-
munity. Along the way, 
we saw the overwhelming 
need for foster and adop-
tive homes in Vermont. Too 
many children in our state 
face uncertainty, loss, and 

hardship. They need love. 
They need stability. They 
need a safe place to grow.
  So, Andrea and I became 

licensed to foster and adopt. 
That’s how I earned my fa-
vorite title: dad.
  Kids deserve warm meals, 

a roof over their heads, and 
most importantly, to feel 
safe and loved. They de-
serve to know that they 
have hope and a bright fu-
ture. That’s what truly mat-
ters.
  You can call me August, 

colonel, or doctor – but the 
title that brings the biggest 
smile to my face will always 
be dad.
  I am now running for 

Weathersfield Selectboard 
because I love my com-
munity and want to see it 
thrive. On Tuesday, March 
4, I would be grateful to 
earn your vote. Voting in 
Weathersfield will take 
place from 8 a.m. – 7 p.m., 
at Martin Memorial Hall, 
Route 5, in Ascutney.

Paid for by Dr. August 
Murray
Weathersfield, Vt.
Candidate for Selectboard
www.facebook.com/Mur-

rayForSelectboard

Dear Editor,

  My name is Priscilla 
Lambert, and I am cur-
rently serving on the Bel-
lows Falls Union High 
School (BFUHS) Board. 
I am running for re-
election to the three-year 
seat. I am also running 
for a three-year seat on 
the Rockingham School 
Board. I have previously 
served on both boards, 
including three years as 
chair of the Rockingham 
Board.
  I grew up here, and at-

tended our schools. I also 
taught at Central Elemen-
tary and BFUHS. Thus, 
my background provides 
awareness of how issues 
impact our schools. As 
a parent, I had a special 
needs child and a high-
achieving student, pro-
viding knowledge of the 
varying needs of students 

and parents. As a teacher 
both at Central Elemen-
tary and at the high school, 
I worked within a budget. 
As a taxpayer, I am knowl-
edgeable about the need to 
keep costs down while pro-
viding excellent programs. 
I recognize the importance 
of issues and the need to be 
a voice for everyone in my 
district.
  As a school board mem-

ber, it is my job to strive 
for transparency by asking 
hard questions of adminis-
trators and staff to be fully 
informed, and also help 
other members think about 
the issues. I take into ac-
count what constituents 
say in my district, and con-
sider their needs in my re-
sponses.  
  As a board member, bud-

gets and finances are an im-
portant task. I feel it is im-
portant to be aware of the 
issues, and support correct-
ing the problems. Oversee-
ing curriculum is a school 
board responsibility, so be-
ing aware of class content 
is important. Literacy and 

math skills are a concern, 
so finding ways to improve 
achievement at reasonable 
costs must be found. I will 
continue to advocate to 
have systems in place to ad-
dress and fix accountability. 
I follow the premise that tax 
dollars need to be used con-
scientiously in order to get 
the most for our money. 
  I have served as board 

chair, budget committee 
chair, policy committee 
chair, and as a member of 
the negotiations commit-
tee, and as a warrant signer.
  Board work can be dif-

ficult and time-consuming, 
but I feel it is essential to 
strive for excellent schools 
and programs that provide 
opportunities for children. 
Over the past six years, I 
have strived to solve issues, 
and I will continue to do 
that. I want to be a voice for 
our community, and advo-
cate for our schools and our 
taxpayers.

Paid for by Priscilla Lam-
bert
Rockingham, Vt.

Dr. August Murray.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
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www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth
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G L A S T O N B U R Y , 
Conn. – Michael Stephen 
Kane, aged 79, passed away 
peacefully on Feb. 15, 2025, 
at Buckingham Heights, in 
Glastonbury, Conn. Born 
on March 24, 1945, in Bel-
lows Falls, Vt., he was the 
beloved husband of the late 
Christine F. Kane, who pre-
deceased him in 2018.
  Michael is survived by 

his only child Gregory 
Kane; daughter-in-law Sar-
ah; and grandsons Gavin 
and Grayson, of Manches-
ter, Conn. He is also sur-
vived by his sister Patricia 
Witham, of Coeur D’Alene, 
Idaho.
  Michael was a dedicated 

and respected pharmacist, 
having graduated from the 
University of Connecticut. 
His commitment to his 
profession was recognized 
with an honorary doctor-
ate from UConn, awarded 
for his clinical supervision 
in retail pharmacy. He was 
also a volunteer fireman 
and fire photographer, cap-
turing the bravery of his 
colleagues in action.
  An avid skier, gardener, 

traveler, and friendly ad-
venturer, Michael’s love for 
life was contagious. He was 
a cherished member of his 
community, always greet-
ing neighbors with a smile 
and treats for their dogs. 

His warmth and generosity 
will be deeply missed.
  Michael’s services will be 

held on Thursday, Feb. 27, 
at the Coventry-Pietras Fu-
neral Home. Calling hours 
are from 4-6 p.m., followed 
by a service at 6 p.m. A sec-
ond service will take place 
at the Fenton and Hen-
nessey Funeral Home, 55 
Westminster Street, Bel-
lows Falls, Vt., on Satur-
day, March 15, at 11 a.m., 
with burial to follow at St. 
Charles Cemetery in West-
minster, Vt.
  In lieu of flowers, me-

morial donations may be 
made to St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital in 
Michael’s honor.
  Fenton and Hennessey 

Funeral Home is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments.

Michael Kane, 1945-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
Alfred O. Leonard, of Bel-
lows Falls, Vt., passed away 
on Feb. 17, 2025. Alfred 
was born on July 6, 1954, in 
Bellows Falls, Vt., to Alfred 
Leonard Sr. and Pearl (Les-
cord) Leonard. He attended 
schools in Bellows Falls, 
and graduated from Bellows 
Falls High School with the 
Class of 1972. He worked as 
a laborer for Our Place for 
many years.
  Alfred is survived by his 

daughters Crystal Esslinger 
and her husband Graham, 
of Alstead N.H., and Sa-
mantha Leonard and her 
husband Dennis, of Rock-

ingham, Vt.; as well as four 
grandsons Isaiah Whidden, 
Wyatt Whidden, and Timo-
thy Abbot, of Rockingham, 
Vt., and Westyn Esslinger, 
of Alstead, N.H. He is also 
survived by his sister Ruby 
Parker, of Bellows Falls Vt., 
and many nieces and neph-
ews.
  He was predeceased by his 

parents and his wife Karen 
Leonard.
  A Celebration of Life will 

take place at a later date.
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
Joan Marie Little, 78, passed 
away peacefully on Thurs-
day, Feb. 20, 2025. She was 
born on June 14, 1946, to 
Harold and Alice (Schack-
ett) Murray, in Middlebury, 
Vt.
  Joan married Don Little on 

Nov. 24, 1962. She worked 
at cafe services at Riverside 
Middle School, and was a 
homemaker. Don and Joan 
made their home in Spring-
field, Vt., where they raised 
their two children. She en-
joyed baking, knitting, read-
ing, garden-ing, spending 
time at the ocean, and most 
especially spending time 
with her grandchildren. 
  Joan is survived by her 

husband, two daughters 
Carol Little-Benson and De-
nise McCarty; four grand-
children Cameron, Conner, 
Colby, and Caden Benson; 
a brother Timothy Mur-
ray; a brother-in-law James 
Maniery; and many nieces 
and nephews.
  She is predeceased by her 

parents; and her siblings 
Linda Adamaitis, Brenda 
Little, and Pamela Maniery. 
Her passing leaves a big hole 

in all of our hearts, and we 
take comfort in knowing 
she is in heaven, surrounded 
by her parents and sisters.
  Friends and family may 

gather at the Davis Memo-
rial Chapel in Springfield, 
on Sunday, March 2, from 
1-2 p.m., for visiting hours, 
followed by a funeral service 
at 2 p.m. A family graveside 
service will be held in the 
spring.
  In lieu of flowers, please 

give an extra hug to your 
loved ones, and make a 
donation to the Spring-
field Humane Society, 401 
Skitchewaug Trail, Spring-
field, VT 05156.

Joan Little, 1946-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CHESTER, Vt. – Richard 
Lockerby, “Ritchie,” to his 
friends and family, passed 
away Feb. 13, 2025, in his 
home, surrounded by fam-
ily. He was born Nov. 5, 
1948, to Robert and Mary 
Lockerby, of Grafton, Vt.  
  He is survived by his wife 

of 55 years Nancy. Together 
they have resided in Ches-
ter for the duration of their 
loving marriage. They built 
their home and raised their 
girls in Popple Dungeon. 
Never one to “let the moss 
grow,” Ritchie kept busy 
with a number of projects 
and occupations over the 
years. He joined the Nation-
al Guard out of high school, 
and served for more than 
30 years. He also worked as 
a machinist in multiple fac-
tories in the area, and last 
worked at Vermont Ma-
chine Tool until he retired. 
Ritchie was well-known 
in the machinist commu-
nity as a hard worker, and 
a solver of many problems 
that would pop up. 
  Along with working full 

time, he was extremely ac-
tive outside of work. He 
produced some of the 
World’s Best Maple Syrup 
for more than 20 years. He 
entered – and won – many 
maple competitions and 
festivals, and would travel 
with his wife Nancy to the 
Maplerama every year. He 
was very proud of his “aged 
sap” syrup awards, and 
loved educating other sugar 
makers on his process. 
  During the summer, 

he mowed fields, and in 
the winters, plowed snow. 
There was always a project 
to be tinkered on around 
the house that was full 
of his unique ingenuity, 
whether working on get-
ting the wood in the cellar, 
fixing up an antique tractor, 
or “dubbing” in the sugar 
house. If you have been to 
an alumni parade in the last 
20 years in either Chester 
or Bellows Falls, you likely 
saw him riding one of his 
many tractors and partici-
pating in the BF Class of 
1966 alumni floats. He was 
a man who loved life to the 
fullest, visiting or chatting 
with friends and family in 

person or on the phone. 
It was not uncommon for 
him to “swing by” for a visit 
before, then, as he would 
say, “paddle back over the 
hill.” He could often be 
found Friday nights at the 
American Legion, where 
he would dance and social-
ize. He was a Yankees fan 
since the age of 3, despite 
living in a house full of Red 
Sox fans, and enjoyed going 
into Boston and watching 
them play against the Red 
Sox with family or friends. 
One of his fondest memo-
ries is going with his grand-
son Darrell Hughes to see 
the Yankees play in the 
original stadium.
  He is predeceased by his 

daughter Katrina, both his 
parents, and his brother 
Donald. He is survived by 
his wife Nancy; daughters 
Lisa Kelley and husband 
Chris, of Belmont, Vt., and 
Debra Heroux and husband 
Lee, of Swansea, Mass.; and 
his six grandchildren. He is 
also survived by his siblings 
Robert Lockerby, of Adams, 
Mass.; Charles Lockerby, of 
Springfield, Vt.; and Sally 
Delevan, of Concord, N.H. 
Also amongst the survivors 
are his two sisters-in-law 
Gloria Watkins, of Turner 
Falls, Mass., and Darlene 
Smith, of Johnstown, N.Y.; 
and his brother-in-law 
Gary Watkins, of Chester, 
Vt.
  The family would like to 

thank all our friends and 
family for all their support 
and love during the last five 
years. Especially, a huge 
thank-you to Gary, who 
came every day to check 
on Ritchie and help Nancy 
provide any care needed. 
Services will be held in the 
spring. Love to you all.

Richard Lockerby, 1948-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

RON PATCH
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BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
St. Charles Church, 31 Cherry Hill St.
Masses are held on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday, at 7 a.m.; Wednesday, at 7 p.m.; Saturday 
Vigil Mass, at 4 p.m.; and Sunday, at 9 a.m. For more 
information, call 802-732-8721.

CAVENDISH, VT.
St. James United Methodist Church, 570 Main St.
Please join us Sundays at 8:45 a.m. with Pastor John 
Hawkins. All are welcome. For more information, 
call 802-674-3443 or go to www.facebook.com/
stjamesumcproctorsville.

CHESTER, VT.
Chester Baptist Church, 162 Main St.
Worship is Sundays at 10:30 a.m. For more information, 
including online streaming, go to www.chesterbaptist.
org.

Andover Community Church, 928 Weston-Andover Rd.
Sunday school at 9:30 a.m. and worship service 
10:45 a.m. For more information, go to www.
andovercommunitychurch.org.

LONDONDERRY, VT. 
Second Congregational Church of Londonderry, 2051 
N. Main St.
The church invites all to our monthly Service for Peace 
and Healing on Wednesday, March 12, at 7 p.m. 
Come join us for a time of quiet prayer and meditation. 
Everyone is welcome to come together in a space of 
peace. Take a moment to pray for yourself, a loved one, 
or anything that weighs on your mind and heart. With 
so much going on in the world, this is an opportunity 
to pause, refl ect, and center yourself in the presence of 
God. Whether you come with a specifi c prayer, or simply 
a desire for stillness, all are invited to experience this time 
of healing. For more information, call 802-824-6453.

WALPOLE, N.H.
Walpole Unitarian Church, corner of Union and Main 
St.
Sunday Service begins at 10 a.m. Services are also 
available via Zoom. For links and updates, go to www.
walpoleunitarianchurch.org.

WESTON, VT.
The Old Parish Church, 644 Main St.
A diverse, informal, and welcoming congregation. 
Sunday service begins at 10:30 a.m. via Zoom. For 
more information, contact Jon Bliss, minister, at 802-824-
4452 or email easthillfarm@vermontel.net.
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TOWN OF CHESTER
Looking for an opportunity 
to serve your community? 
The Town of Chester has 
volunteer positions open 
for appointment on the 
Housing Commission, 
Planning Commission, 

and the Citizens Advisory 
Committee. Interested 
parties should submit 
a letter to julie.hance@
chestervt.gov or Town 

of Chester, P.O. Box 370, 
Chester, VT 05143. 

TOWN OF CHESTER WARNING
NOTICE OF TOWN MEETING

The Legal Voters of the TOWN OF CHESTER are hereby notified and warned to meet at the Chester 
Town Hall, Second Floor in said Town of Chester on Monday, March 3, 2025, at 6:00 pm., to act on the 
following Articles.  Voting on Article 1, 2, 3 and 4 will be by Australian ballot on March 4, 2025, from 9:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Chester Town Hall Second Floor.  

 ARTICLE 1: To elect Town Officials for the ensuing year as provided by the Public Laws of 
Vermont.  Voting by Australian Ballot.
 ARTICLE 2: Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the Town of Chester in an amount 
not to exceed Five Hundred Twenty Four Thousand Dollars ($524,000), subject to reduction from the 
receipt of available state and federal grants-in-aid, be issued for the purpose of purchasing a Grader for the 
highway department in the amount of $374,000 to be financed for a term of 10 years, and paving sections 
of Flamstead Road in the amount of $150,000 to be financed for a term of 7 years.  This equipment is 
replacing existing equipment at the end of useful life and are not additions to the town inventory.  Voting 
by Australian Ballot.
 ARTICLE 3: Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the Town of Chester in an amount not 
to exceed Two Million Nine Hundred Eighty Two Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars ($2,982,900), subject 
to reduction from the receipt of available state and federal grants-in-aid, be issued for the purpose of 
financing the cost of construction for the replacement of the Depot Street Force Main, Gravity Main, and 
First Avenue Pump Station. It is anticipated that the debt service on the bonds will be paid from revenue 
generated by wastewater user fees. Voting by Australian Ballot.
 ARTICLE 4: Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the Town of Chester in an amount not 
to exceed One Million One Hundred Forty Thousand Dollars ($1,140,000), subject to reduction from the 
receipt of available state and federal grants-in-aid, be issued for the purpose of financing the purchase of a 
solar photovoltaic generation facility currently located on town property (Jeffery Well site). It is anticipated 
that the debt service on the bonds will be paid using revenue generated by, and electricity costs savings 
resulting from the facility. Voting by Australian Ballot.
 ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town of Chester will vote to approve borrowing for the purchase of a 
police cruiser for the Police Department in an amount not to exceed $70,000 to be financed for a term of 4 
years.  This equipment is replacing existing equipment at the end of useful life and is not an addition to the 
town inventory.
 ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise $4,225,000.00 to be paid to the Chester Town 
Treasurer on September 16, 2025, to pay current expenses and any part of the Town’s indebtedness.
 ARTICLE 7: Shall the voters establish a Housing Reserve Fund as a means to receive ongoing 
sources of funding to support the preservation and production of housing and increase opportunities for 
families and individuals to access affordable homes in Chester. 
 ARTICLE 8: To see if the Town will vote to exempt from municipal and education taxes, for 
a period of five years, 100% of the Fair Market Value of lands and buildings occupied by the Gassetts 
Grange #327.  The municipal taxes in 2024 for the Gassetts Grange #327 were $1,215.00, and $2,180.00 for 
Education.     
 ARTICLE 9: To see if the Town will vote to exempt from municipal and education taxes, for a 
period of five years, 100% of the Fair Market Value of lands and buildings occupied by the Chester Rod & 
Gun Club.  The municipal taxes in 2024 for the Chester Rod & Gun Club were $1,869.00, and $3,354.00 
for Education.  
 ARTICLE 10: To see if the Town will vote to exempt from municipal and education taxes, 
for a period of five years, 100% of the Fair Market Value of lands and buildings occupied by the Green 
Mountain Softball, Inc.  The municipal taxes in 2024 for the Green Mountain Softball, Inc. were $772.00, 
and $1,386.00 for Education.  
 ARTICLE 11: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of THIRTEEN THOUSAND EIGHT 
HUNDRED AND SEVEN DOLLARS ($13,807) to help support the home health, maternal and child 
health, and hospice care provided in patients’ homes and in community settings by the Visiting Nurse 
Association & Hospice of VT and NH, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 12: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of THREE THOUSAND AND FORTY 
FOUR DOLLARS ($3,044) to help support outpatient, mental health and substance abuse services by the 
staff of Health Care and Rehabilitation Services, Inc, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 13: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of THREE THOUSAND FORTY DOLLARS 
($3,040) to Southeastern Vermont Community Action (SEVCA) to assist Chester in responding to the 
emergency needs of the community and providing all available and applicable services to families and 
individuals in need, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 14: Shall the Town of Chester appropriate the sum of NINE HUNDRED DOLLARS 
($900) to the Women’s Freedom Center for general budget support to provide services to women and their 
children who are experiencing emotional, physical and/or sexual abuse and are residents of the Town, in 
accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 15: Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of ONE THOUSAND TWO 
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($1,200.00) for the support of Senior Solutions (formerly Council on Aging for 
Southeastern Vermont) for help to support seniors and their families who are trying to remain at home 
and not be placed in a nursing home, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 16: Shall the Town of Chester appropriate the sum of $2,250 (two thousand two 
hundred fifty dollars) for the support of the MOOver Rockingham to provide transit services to the 
residents of the Town of Chester, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 17: Shall the Town of Chester appropriate the sum of $800 (eight hundred dollars) to 
support Windsor County Mentors, for youth mentoring services provided to children in Windsor County, 
in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 18: Shall the Town of Chester appropriate the sum of $400 (four hundred dollars) to 
Green Mountain RSVP & Volunteer Center of Windsor County to develop opportunities for people age 55 
and older to positively impact the quality of life in the community of Chester through volunteer service, in 
accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 19: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 
DOLLARS ($1,800.00) toward the support of the Community Cares Network of Chester and Andover, Inc. 
a non-profit organization which provides services to senior citizens, helping them to stay in their homes 
longer safely, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 20: Shall the Town of Chester appropriate the sum of $4,000 (four thousand dollars) 
to Meals on Wheels of Greater Springfield, Inc. for continued support and services to the citizens of the 
Town of Chester in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 2691?
 ARTICLE 21: Shall the Town appropriate the sum of FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED 
SEVENTY DOLLARS  ($5,570) to Neighborhood Connections, Inc. and Mountain Town Connector to 
cover the cost of providing services in Chester in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691?
 ARTICLE 22: Shall the town appropriate the sum of $5,000 to the Black River Area 
Community Coalition for continuing to work within the Chester community preventing youth substance/
alcohol misuse in accordance with 24 V.S.A. 2691?

Dated at Chester, Vermont on this 17th day of January 2025.
Arne Jonynas, Chairman   Lee Gustafson  Tim Roper
Peter Hudkins   Arianna Knapp

MARCH 2 –
PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – First 
Sunday Music will be 
held on Sunday, March 2, 
from 4-5:30 p.m., at the 
Perkinsville Community 
Church, 35 Church Street, 
featuring Paula Boyle on 
cello. This event is free to 

attend, donations will be 
accepted for local charities.

MARCH 3 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Senior Center 
potluck will be held on 
Monday, March 3, at 11:30 
a.m. For more information, 
contact executive director 

Lori Johnson at 802-885-
3933 or lorijohnsonssc@
gmail.com. The senior 
center is located at 139 
Main Street.

MARCH 6 –
WEST TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
On Thursday, March 6, at 6 
p.m., Southeastern Vermont 

Community Action (SEVCA) 
will hold a community 
information session at the 
West Townshend Country 
Store, 6573 Vermont Route 
30. This event aims to share 
the resources and programs 
of SEVCA, answer 
questions, and collect 
community needs. This 
program is free of charge.

MARCH 8 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
There will be a free ice 
cream social on Saturday, 
March 8, at 5 p.m., at the 
St. Charles Catholic Church, 
25 Cherry Hill Street. Come 
join in for ice cream and 
music, as well as to meet 
Father Victor Cruz, learn 
about CCD classes, youth 
ministry, music ministry, 
Bingo Night, and other 
programs. All ages are 
welcome. Please call Celeste 
with any questions, at 802-
376-3507.

MARCH 12 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Garden Club 
wishes to invite the public 
to a talk by renowned 
plantsman Charlie 
Nardozzi. It will be held 
on Wednesday, March 
12, at 2 p.m., at the Nolin 
Murray Center, 38 Pleasant 
Street. His talk is entitled 
“Ecological Gardening 
and Companion Planting,” 
and is free. Come and 
learn how to improve your 
garden’s ecosystem and 
production while protecting 
birds, insects, and animals.

MARCH 29 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Black 
River Academy Museum 
presents “Celebrate Maple 
Sugaring: A Vermont 
Tradition,” on Saturday, 
March 29, at 5:30 p.m. A 
fun-filled evening will be 
had by all in attendance. 
Mark your calendars, and 
support your local museum.

SUNDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the first and third Sunday 
of every month, downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls, from 
8-10 a.m. All you can eat 
for a minimal cost.

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – The 
Perkinsville Community 
Church, 35 Church Street 

in Perkinsville, Vt., will be 
hosting live music every 
first Sunday, from 4-5:30 
p.m. This is a free event, 
but donations will be 
accepted each month to 
go towards local charities. 
Please keep an eye out 
for upcoming shows, they 
will be posted each month 
on our Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/
PerkinsvilleChurch. Any 
questions, please send an 
email to churchperkinsville@
gmail.com.

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – The 
Plymouth Historical Society 
will be open for winter 
hours on the first and third 
Sundays for the months 
of January-April. Hours 
will be 2 to 4 p.m., in the 
former Plymouth Elementary 
School, on Route 100 in 
Plymouth, Vt. Watch for the 
“Open” flag.

MONDAYS –
WALPOLE, N.H. – Meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
in St. John’s Parish Hall, 
Walpole.

WESTON, Vt. – Bingo is 
Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
at the Weston Rod & Gun 
Club, 982 Route 100, 
1.5 miles north of Weston 
Village. All are welcome.

TUESDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Come check out TOPS – 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 
We are a nonjudgmental, 
affordable, and supportive 
weight loss group. The 
first visit is free. All are 
welcome; youth must be 
at least 9 to attend and 
have parental permission. 
Meetings are every Tuesday 
at 25 Cherry Hill in Bellows 
Falls. Weigh-ins start at 5 
p.m. 

CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Tuesday, from 10-11 
a.m. Classes will be held in 
the First Universalist Parish 
of Chester community room. 
Classes are free and open 
to all. Drop-in class, no 
registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara at 
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAYS –
ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – 
Frances LeMoine Barsky 
facilitates a creative 
writing workshop at the 
Rockingham Library every 
Wednesday, from 1-2:30 
p.m. Poetry, flash/short 
fiction, and narrative 
fiction is emphasized, 
but not to the exclusion 
of other genres. Even 
memoirs can be included 
in the mix. Make sure to 
bring a laptop, or a pad 
of paper and a favorite 
pen. This program is free 
and open to the public. 
For more information, 
call 802-463-4270, 
email programming@
rockinghamlibrary.org, or 

stop by the Rockingham 
Library at 65 Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Every 
Wednesday morning, 
from 8-11 a.m., at the 
Springfield VFW Post 
771, 191 River Street, we 
get together with fellow 
veterans for coffee and 
donuts, and socialize for a 
few hours. All veterans of 
all ages are welcome. You 
do not have to be a VFW or 
American Legion member 
to come. Call 802-885-
6008 for more information.

THURSDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Thursday, from 10-11 
a.m. Classes will be held in 
the First Universalist Parish 
of Chester community room. 
Classes are free and open 
to all. Drop-in class, no 
registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara at 
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

TYSON, Vt. – The Tyson 
Ladies Aid Library 
Association meets the first 
Thursday of each month, 
typically at the Tyson 
Library. Lunch is served at 
11:30 a.m. and meetings 
start at noon. New potential 
members are always 
welcome. Please call Janine 
Norman at 802-228-8764 
for more information or to 
verify meeting location.

GRAFTON, Vt. – A free 
playgroup for children from 
newborns to age 5 will be 
held at Grafton Elementary 
School on Thursday 
mornings, from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. Activities will include 
songs, games, and arts and 
crafts. Contact Heather with 
any questions at 802-843-
4792.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Certified 
instructor Helena Wu 
will teach tai chi classes 
every Thursday, from 9-10 
a.m., at the Black River 
Valley Senior Center, 10 
High Street in Ludlow. 
Classes are free, and are 
limited to 10 participants. 
Registration is required. For 
more information, contact 
the Senior Center at 802-
228-7421, or Helena Wu 
at 802-289-7369.

FRIDAYS –
SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – 
Main Street Arts, 35 
Main Street, will hold the 
“Originals & Traditionals” 
Open Mic Night on the 
fourth Friday of every 
month, from 7-9 p.m., 
hosted by musician Putnam 
Smith. Sign-ups begin at 
6:30 p.m. All material 
should be original or 
“traditional” (i.e., in the 
public domain). Each 
performer can perform two 
songs or up to 10 minutes, 
whichever comes first. If 
you have any questions, 
please contact Smith at 
putnamsmith@gmail.com.



Town of Londonderry, VT
Job Opening – Parks Maintenance Employee

The Town of Londonderry, Vermont is accepting applications 
for a part-time, seasonal Parks Maintenance position. 
This position will help maintain grounds and recreation 
infrastructure in all of Londonderry’s town owned parks.

A hiring package including the job announcement, job 
description, and employment application can be found on the 
Town website: www.londonderryvt.org.  Positions open until 
filled.  EOE.
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NOTICE TO SPRINGFIELD VOTERS

Absentee Ballots for the Annual Town and Town School District 
Meeting being held Tuesday, March 4, 2025, will be available at the 
Springfield Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, February 12, 2025.  If 
you wish to vote by absentee ballot, a request for these elections must 
be made, please contact the Town Clerk’s Office in writing, by phone 
or by email.  If you make your absentee request in person, you can 
choose to vote your ballots and return them before leaving the Town 
Clerk’s Office. If returning your ballots by mail, allow extra time for 
postal delivery and use two Forever stamps.  An Absentee Request 
Form can be found on the town’s website https://springfieldvt.gov or 
you may request your ballots online at https://mvp.vermont.gov.  The 
deadline for requesting absentee ballots is Monday, March 3, 2025 at 
4:30 p.m. You may register to vote on Election Day at the polls and 
then proceed to vote on that day.  You may also register to vote any 
time at the Town Clerk’s office or online at https://mvp.vermont.gov.  
Prior to March 4, 2025 absentee ballots may be returned in-person, 
through regular mail and afterhours through mail slots located in 
town hall entrances. All voted absentee ballots must be received at 
the polls by the Town Clerk before the close of polls at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 4, 2025.   The polls are located at Riverside Middle 
School in the gymnasium and will open on Tuesday, March 4, 2025 
at 8:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m.  Town Clerk’s Office will not 
be open on March 4, 2025. Barbara A. Courchesne, Town Clerk, 
CVC -  96 Main Street, Springfield, Vermont  05156 (802) 885-2104 
tosclerk@vermontel.net

WARNING
ANNUAL TOWN AND TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING

AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING
HYBRID (PHYSICAL and REMOTE)

The legal voters of the Town of Springfield and Town of Springfield School District are hereby notified and 
warned to meet at Riverside Middle School Gymnasium in said Town on Tuesday, March 4, 2025 at 8:00 
a.m. (8:00 o’clock in the forenoon) until 7:00 p.m. to vote by Australian ballot for Town and Town School 
District Officers, for all appropriations to be voted by Australian ballot, and all other items of business to be 
voted by Australian ballot.

A public informational hearing will be held in-person, and will be accessible remotely by electronic means, 
at the Springfield High School on Monday, March 3, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports of the Town Officers, 
Town School District Officers and Committees, to discuss all Australian ballot articles on the Annual Town 
and Town School District Meeting Warning and to do any other business that can legally be done under 
this Warning.

IN-PERSON PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING 
WILL BE ACCESSIBLE REMOTELY BY ELECTRONIC MEANS:

• ZOOM MEETING ID: 884 5145 2290
• By computer: Join meeting by clicking here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88451452290
You may be prompted to enter the Meeting ID. You may need to download software https://zoom.us/
• By smartphone, tablet, or other device: Download and open the https://zoom.us/ app. You may have 
to create a free account or sign into your existing account. Select the option to join meeting and enter the 
Meeting ID.  One-tap mobile device click here: +13052241968
• By telephone: Dial +1 305 224 1968 and when prompted enter the Meeting ID.  Note that long distance 
rates may apply. Dial-in participants use *9 to raise/lower hand and *6 to mute/unmute.
• Meeting link can also be accessed on the home page of the Town of Springfield website 
• Watch live on SAPA TV or stream it from Sapatv.org
 
 ARTICLE 1:  To elect the following Town Officers and Town School District Officers for the 
ensuing year: 
Cemetery Commissioner  School Directors   Town School 
District Moderator   Selectboard   Library Trustees 
Trustee of Public Funds  Town Moderator
 ARTICLE 2:  Shall the Town vote a salary of FIFTY and 00/100 DOLLARS ($50.00) per meeting 
for the Town Moderator for the ensuing year?  
 ARTICLE 3:  Shall the Town vote to pay each Selectperson the sum of FIVE HUNDRED and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($500.00) to help defray the costs and expenses incurred in serving the Town in that 
office? 
 ARTICLE 4:   Shall the Town appropriate the sum of FIFTEEN MILLION, EIGHT HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-TWO THOUSAND, FORTY-NINE and 00/100 DOLLARS ($15,872,049.00) for the budget of 
the Town for salaries, incidental and necessary Town expenses, including highways, and for the purposes 
for which the law requires appropriations, and for which a Town may legally vote?
 ARTICLE 5:  Shall the Town vote to appropriate the sum of ONE MILLION and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($1,000,000.00) for repaving, road construction, gravel road improvements, and ancillary 
professional services for the projects specified in the Road Surface Management System Report dated 
December 2021 or other duly warranted sidewalk improvements?
 ARTICLE 6:  Shall the Town authorize the assessment of a one percent (1%) local option tax on 
rooms and meals pursuant to 24 V.S.A. section 138, the proceeds of which shall be applied as General Fund 
revenue to reduce the municipal tax rate?
 ARTICLE 7: Shall the Town vote to appropriate the sum of TEN THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($10,000.00) to offset Springfield Area Public Access TV’s operating costs to record, broadcast, 
archive, and promote up to 25 Selectboard meetings, up to 25 School Board meetings, the annual Town 
Meeting, and the outreach work it does to promote government transparency, media literacy, and 
community connection in our community?
  ARTICLE 8: Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District approve a payment of 
FIFTY and 00/100 DOLLARS ($50.00) per meeting for the Town School District Moderator for the ensuing 
year, the funds for which are included in the school budget?
  ARTICLE 9: Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District approve the payment to 
each School Board member of FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($500.00) to help defray the costs 
and expenses incurred in serving in that office, the funds for which are included in the school budget?  
 ARTICLE 10: Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District authorize the Town 
Treasurer, subject to the direction and approval of the School Board, to borrow money in anticipation of 
taxes needed to meet the requirements of the Town School District for the ensuing year?
 ARTICLE 11:  Shall the voters of Springfield Town School District approve a contribution of 
$800,000 from the district’s FY24 surplus to the district’s capital fund for the purpose of paying capital 
expenses as identified in the capital plan approved by the board?
 ARTICLE 12: Shall the voters of Springfield Town School District approve a contribution of 
$800,000 from the district’s FY24 surplus to the district’s operating expense reserve fund for the purpose of 
paying unexpected operational expenses? 
 ARTICLE 13: Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District approve the School Board 
to spend FORTY MILLION, SEVEN HUNDRED FORTY-TWO THOUSAND, THREE HUNDRED 
TWENTY-SIX and 00/100 DOLLARS ($40,742,326.00), which is the amount the school board has 
determined to be necessary for the ensuing fiscal year?  It is estimated that this proposed budget, if 

approved, will result in education spending of $13,918 per pupil. This projected spending per pupil is 3.98% 
higher than spending for the current year.
 ARTICLE 13A: Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District authorize the School 
Board to convey the 0.9 plus or minus acre parcel of land located off Southridge Street in Springfield, 
Vermont bearing Parcel ID 29-2-73 to the Springfield Housing Authority for use in connection with 
developing market rate housing to grow the grand list and ameliorate the housing shortage?
 ARTICLE 14:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED 
and 00/100 DOLLARS ($2,500.00) to the Springfield Community Band for eight (8) concerts? 
 ARTICLE 15:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of NINE THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($9,000.00) to Southeastern Vermont Community Action (SEVCA) to assist Springfield in 
responding to the emergency needs of the community and to provide all available and applicable services to 
families and individuals in need? 
 ARTICLE 16:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of SIXTY-THREE THOUSAND, 
FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($63,500.00) to help support the high-quality home health, 
maternal and child health, and hospice care provided in patients’ homes and in community settings by the 
Visiting Nurse and Hospice for VT and NH?  Care is provided regardless of ability to pay. 
 ARTICLE 17:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of EIGHT THOUSAND, FIVE 
HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($8,500.00) for the support of Senior Solutions (formerly Council on 
Aging for Southeastern Vermont) for help to support seniors and their families who are trying to remain at 
home and not be placed in a nursing home? 
 ARTICLE 18:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of FOUR THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($4,000.00) to help support the Valley Health Connections (formerly Precision Valley Free 
Clinic) to help the uninsured access health care?
 ARTICLE 19:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of TWELVE THOUSAND, 
FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($12,500.00) for the support of the MOOver f/n/a the Current 
operated by Southeast Vermont Transit, Inc., to provide transit services to the residents of the Town of 
Springfield? 
 ARTICLE 20:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of TWO THOUSAND FIVE 
HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($2,500.00) to Green Mountain RSVP & Volunteer Center of Windsor 
County to develop opportunities for people age 55 and older to positively impact the quality of life in the 
community of Springfield through volunteer service? 
 ARTICLE 21:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of TEN THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($10,000.00) to assist with the cost of operating the Meals on Wheels Program of Greater 
Springfield that provides daily hot & cold congregate and home delivered meals and other nutritional needs 
to the qualified residents of Springfield? 
 ARTICLE 22:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of THREE THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($3,000.00) to Windsor County Partners d/b/a Windsor County Mentors, for youth 
mentoring services provided to the children of Windsor County? 
 ARTICLE 23:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of FIVE THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS 
($5,000.00) to the Springfield Supported Housing to assist families and individuals find permanent housing 
and provide in home case management services for 6 months to two years after placement?  
 ARTICLE 24:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of SIXTY-FIVE THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($65,000.00) to the Springfield Family Center to assist with the cost of providing free meals, 
a free food shelf, and other services related to hunger as well as make referrals to partner social-service 
organizations in the community?
 ARTICLE 25:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of FOUR THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($4,000.00) to the Women’s Freedom Center for general budget support to provide 
services to women and their children who are experiencing emotional, physical and/or sexual abuse and are 
residents of the Town?
 ARTICLE 26:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of NINE THOUSAND, FIVE 
HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($9,500.00) to the Springfield Art and Historical Society to assist in 
preserving, maintaining, and displaying, for the public, the history and art of the Town of Springfield, 
Vermont?
 ARTICLE 27:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of NINE THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($9,000.00) to Turning Point Recovery Center Drop-In Center and Transition House to 
help with the everyday cost of providing recovery services and housing for men and that are in recovery 
from alcohol, substance abuse and co-occurring disorders? 
 ARTICLE 28:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of TEN THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($10,000.00) to help support outpatient, mental health and substance abuse services by the staff 
of Health Care and Rehabilitation Services, Inc.?
 ARTICLE 29:  Shall the Town of Springfield, VT appropriate the sum of FIVE THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($5,000.00) to the Springfield Area Parent Child Center to provide wrap-around services 
for young children and their families, including but not limited to: diaper & formula bank, developmental 
screenings and early intervention therapy, community workshops & trainings, family case management, 
activity bags, high quality preschool & childcare center, welcome baby bags, and fun community events like 
the Family Festival, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §2691? 

Dated this 20 day of January, 2025   Dated this 27 day of January, 2025
at Springfield, County of Windsor   at Springfield, County of Windsor
and State of Vermont.     and State of Vermont.

Kristi C. Morris, Chair    Troy Palmer, Chair
Tara Chase      Jessica Austin
Heather Frahm     Jessica Cady Burlew
Michael E. Martin     Denise Hunter
Michael Schmitt     Stephen Karaffa

CLEAN OUTS
EZ-Dump Enterprises is avail-
able for old boiler removal, and 
home/apartment/storage clean 
outs and disposal, and trash and 
junk removal. Serving Springfield 

HELP WANTED
CAVENDISH, Vt. – Part time 
driver needed for Wednesdays 
and Fridays to run errands. Call 
802-226-8131.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Dottie is a 5-year-old 
redtick hound. She loves to 
be loved, but is also some-
times leery of new people. 
Poor Dottie has not always 
been treated with kindness. 
She is seeking a home where 
she can learn to be a “real” 
dog. A home that is feline- 
and young children-free, 
but is filled with as much 
love as she has to give, and 
it is a lot. 
  We are having a vaccine 

clinic on March 1. Check 

out our Facebook page, or 
call us for more details.

Springfield Humane Soci-

Featured pet: Dottie

Dottie.
PHOTO PROVIDED

for rent in Weston. Well-kept 
apartment on beautiful property, 
walking distance to village center. 
Call Chris at 302-762-4626, 
please leave message. 

and all surrounding areas in VT & 
NH. Call 802-376-1168 or email 
ezdump.bl@gmail.com. 

FOR RENT
WESTON, Vt. – One bedroom 

ety, 401 Skitchewaug Trail, 
Springfield, Vt.

802-885-3997
www.spfldhumane.org
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION
TO BROWNFIELDS REUSE AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

LIABILITY LIMITATION ACT PROGRAM

Please take notice that Flying Under Radar, LLC whose 
mailing address is PO Box 653, Bellows Falls, Vermont 
05101, is applying to the Vermont Brownfields Reuse and 
Environmental Liability Limitation Program (10 V.S.A. 
§6641 et seq.) in connection with the redevelopment 
of property known as Ross’ Garage, 30 Bridge Street in 
Bellows Falls. A copy of the application, which contains a 
preliminary environmental assessment and a description of 
the proposed redevelopment project is available for public 
review at the Rockingham Clerk’s Office and at the Vermont 
Department of Environmental Conservation offices in 
Montpelier. Comments  concerning  the  application  and/or 
the  above  referenced documents may be directed to Rob 
Farley, Site Manager at 802-622-4162 or at Rob.Farley@
vermont.gov.  Comments may also be submitted by mail to 
the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation, 
Waste Management Division, 1 National Life Drive – Davis 
1, Montpelier, VT 05620; attention: Rob Farley, Site Manager.

TOWN OFFICE OPENING
CAVENDISH, VERMONT

The Town of Cavendish has an immediate opening for a 
part-time office staff member. The applicant should be well 
organized and detail oriented. The goal of this position is to 
administratively assist the Town Clerk and Assessor in 
maintaining an accurate annual Grand List for the Town. 
Duties would include the processing of property transfers, 
homestead declarations and all property tax exemptions.  
This is a part-time position with flexible hours. Pay is 
negotiable and dependent on the experience of the right 
applicant. Experience in municipal government and 
NEMRC software is preferred but not required.

Applications, resumes and inquiries should be directed to:
Town Manager
Town of Cavendish Municipal Building
37 High Street, P.O. Box 126
Cavendish, Vermont 05142
(802) 226-7291
Cavendish is an Equal Opportunity Employer

 TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN NH
We’re Hiring! Join Our Team Today!

Looking for a career with great Pay & Benefits? 
Look no further!

Come work for the Town of Charlestown!

We’re seeking motivated, passionate individuals to join our 
team. With competitive pay, excellent health and dental 
benefits, retirement plans, and more, this is more than just 
a job – it’s your future!

Positions Available:
Water/Waste Water Licensed Superintendent

Experienced Finance Clerk
FT & PT Police Officers

Transfer Station Attendant
Cemetery Sexton

PT Building Inspector
PT Deputy Building Inspector

Don’t miss out! Start your career with us today. 
Apply now and take the first step toward a brighter 
tomorrow! 

For more information Visit www.charlestown-nh.gov, click 
on Volunteer & Employment. Application available on 
the website or come in to the Town Office at 233 Main St. 
Charlestown NH

February 26, 2025

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Fletcher Memorial Library, 
located at 88 Main Street, 
Ludlow, Vt., is excited to an-
nounce its upcoming Com-
munity Toy Swap event, 
scheduled for Saturday, 
March 1, from 10:30 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m. This event aims 
to bring the community to-

gether in a fun and engag-
ing way, while promoting 
the concept of reusing and 
sharing toys and games.
  Participants are encour-

aged to bring up to three 
toys or games they no lon-
ger need or play with, and 
swap them for new-to-them 
items. This is a fantastic op-

portunity for families to 
refresh their collection of 
toys and games without 
spending any money, all 
while fostering a sense of 
community and sustain-
ability.
  For those who wish 

to contribute but do not 
want to participate in 
the swap, the library is 
accepting donations of 
clean, like-new or gen-
tly used toys. Donations 
can be dropped off at the 
youth library until Fri-
day, Feb. 28. These do-
nated items will be avail-
able for swapping during 
the event, ensuring a 
wide variety of choices 
for all participants.
  The Fletcher Memorial 

Library invites all local 
families to join in this 
exciting event, and make 
the most of the toy swap 
experience. For more in-
formation, please contact 
the library at 802-228-
3517, or visit their web-
site at www.fmlnew.org.

Fletcher Memorial 
Community Toy Swap

REGION – Magris Talc 
is now accepting college 
scholarship applications 
for the 2025-2026 aca-
demic year. Two $2,500 
scholarships are available 
for students of the greater 
Ludlow area (Springfield, 
Chester, Andover, Mount 
Holly, etc.) in their last 
year of home school or 
high school, choosing to 
pursue either a four-year 
bachelor’s program de-

gree or two-year technical/
trade program. 
  To qualify, students must 

be entering a field of study 
that would qualify in one 
of the following disciplines: 
earth or natural sciences, 
mining, engineering, envi-
ronmental studies or man-
agement, health and safety, 
or the industrial trades 
such as mechanical, elec-
trical, welding, HVAC, and 
plumbing. 

  Applicants must submit 
an essay describing their 
interest in the field they are 
entering, how that interest 
developed, and what their 
plans are for the future. Es-
says must be accompanied 
with a cover letter with all 
contact information, and 
submitted to Magris Talc, 
c/o Scholarship Commit-
tee, 73 East Hill Road, Lud-
low, VT 05149. The appli-
cation deadline is April 11.

Magris Talc offers 
college scholarships

MANCHESTER, Vt. – 
The Southern Vermont 
Writers’ Conference, a 
new yearly destination 
for writers of all levels 
and genres, will be held in 
the historic Equinox Re-
sort and Spa, from March 
30 – April 4. Cofounded 
by local writers Kim 
Place-Gateau and Caren 
McVicker, the conference 
is sponsored by Green 
Mountain Academy for 
Lifelong Learning, and 
will feature daily work-
shops with lead instruc-
tors Justen Ahren, Sari 
Botton, and Chris Wells.
  In addition to the 

workshops, conference 
attendees will gather for 
craft talks and other spe-
cial events, including a 
bookseller recommenda-
tion event at Northshire 
Bookstore, and a reading 
by Vermont author, es-
sayist, and climate jour-
nalist Megan Mayhew 

Bergman. 
  “It’s important to us that 

this conference feels like an 
intimate, supportive space 
where writers can really dig 
into their work. The work-
shop and craft talks are in-
tegral to this, but the space 
we’ve left in the schedule for 
writing time and creative 
connection is equally im-
portant,” says Place-Gateau. 
“We also hope that the writ-
ers who join us will discover 
a new writing cohort while 
they’re here, and that they 
will take this new commu-
nity with them when the 
conference is over.” 
  In addition to the full 

conference, tickets are also 
available to the three after-
noon craft talks, presented 
by two workshop instruc-
tors and one special guest, 
Vermont novelist, journal-
ist, and teacher Thomas 
Henry Pope. Lunch is in-
cluded with the craft talks. 
Topics will be:  “A Writer is 

Born and a Family Trem-
bles” with Sari Botton, 
“Doubt, Commitment, En-
durance” with Chris Wells, 
and “First Page Master 
Class” with Thomas Henry 
Pope.
  Craft talk details and 

tickets can be found at the 
conference website at www.
southernvermontwriter-
sconference.org. Register for 
the conference at this same 
website, before March 1.

Southern Vermont Writers’ 
Conference registration

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Greater Federation of Wom-
en’s Clubs Okemo Valley 
Women’s Club (OVWC) 
met Monday, Feb. 10, at the 
Black River Valley Senior 
Center in Ludlow. Despite 
the cold, 21 members were 
in attendance, with several 
attending by Zoom as well.
  The program for the meet-

ing was presented by Lori 
Wright, a certified massage 
therapist working in Ludlow. 
Wright has lived in Ludlow 
since 1990, and has been a 
yoga instructor for 15 years. 
She is a highly certified 
massage therapist, trainer, 
and wellness coach, with 
extensive expertise in mas-
sage therapy, yoga, personal 
training, and health coach-
ing. Wright brings a holistic 
approach to her students 
and clients. Her extensive 
fitness background in group 
fitness, personal training, 
and yoga is complemented 
by her interest and skill at fa-
cilitating mindfulness-based 
classes, such as guided and 
visualization meditations, 
and mindful movement. Of-
fering Swedish, deep tissue, 
and sports massage therapy 
at 10 High Street in Ludlow, 
Vt., Wright’s studio is easily

Okemo 
Women’s 
Club 
meeting

See CLUB on Page 9
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yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Student Art Show until Feb. 28
Kim Yeo Watercolors 2/12-4/4

Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7
Register for Workshops & Shop Online at www.galleryvault.org

Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends
Two days: 3/1 & 3/8  $275, Includes materials.

Make Fabric Bowls with Beth Ezold  3/15  $68

Beginner Pysanky with Shannon Wallis  4/5  $65

Easy Accordion Books with Deborah Stuart  4/26  $35

Paint the Spring Landscape in watercolor 
with Rob O’Brien  4/3  $85
(04/16/25 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
DCI CONCEPTS
DESIGN – BUILD – REMODEL

A family business first. Our projects are held to a higher stan-
dard starting from the very first phone call to the final walk-
through. Our team will impress you with professionalism, qual-
ity, and integrity. 
6 Andover St. Ludlow, VT
802-461-3573
dci@dciconcepts.com
(11/05/25 - 52)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-
tions on up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our 
clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer 
care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.
mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/19/25 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(05/14/25 - 13)

ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Booking for winter & spring 2025 projects. Also offer carpentry, 
kitchen & bathroom remodels, interior & exterior painting, window 
& door replacements, window cleaning, vinyl siding washing, 
pressure washing, drywall repairs, and odd jobs. Call 802-591-0019 
or email billr2808@gmail.com. Cavendish, Vt. 
(07/09/25 - 26)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER
Painting Interior and Exterior
All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well
802-263-9693   rogcaw@msn.com
Roger, Perkinsville, VT
(12/05/25 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
10am-6pm. 
(08/13/25 - TFN - 52)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/28/26 - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(05/21/25 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(07/09/25 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(03/19/25 - 13)

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
Health Care and Rehabil-
itation Services (HCRS), 
southeastern Vermont’s 
nonprofit community 
mental health agency, is 
thrilled to announce the 
launch of their new client 
portal, designed to make 
managing care and well-
being easier than ever. 
This innovative platform 
offers a seamless and se-
cure way for clients to ac-
cess information, receive 
secure messages from 
their care team, and play 
a more active role in their 
wellness journey.
  “At HCRS, we’re com-

mitted to providing per-
son-centered care,” said 

George Karabakakis, CEO. 
“The new client portal is 
an exciting step forward in 
further empowering our 
clients with the tools they 
need to take charge of their 
wellness.”
  Through this platform, 

clients can easily view up-
coming appointments, 
connect to their care in-
formation, and access a 
personalized dashboard 
tailored to them. Not only 
does the portal offer all 
these resources in one con-
venient place, but it is avail-
able for clients any time of 
the day or night.
  HCRS is dedicated to on-

going innovation and cli-
ent support. As part of this 

HCRS launches new 
client portal

commitment, the organiza-
tion will continue to roll out 
new features and updates to 
enhance the portal’s func-
tionality and user experi-
ence.
  The launch reflects HCRS’ 

broader mission to provide 
accessible, inclusive, and 
high-quality care for all. 
The client portal is another 
way HCRS is helping clients 
feel as connected and em-
powered on their wellness 
journey as possible.
  Karabakakis concludes, 

“Clients who are interested 
in learning more about the 
portal can reach out to their 
HCRS provider for more in-
formation, or visit our web-
site at www.hcrs.org.”

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
Springfield Hospital is 
pleased to welcome Anna 
Hinman, PT, DPT, as direc-
tor of rehabilitation servic-
es, effective Feb. 10.
  Hinman is a highly 

skilled physical therapist 
with extensive experi-
ence in both outpatient 
and home health care. She 
graduated from the Uni-
versity of New England 
in 2010 with a bachelor’s 
degree in exercise science, 
and earned her doctorate 
in physical therapy from 
Sacred Heart University in 
2013.
  Hinman began her career 

as an outpatient physical 
therapist in the Upper Val-
ley, where she specialized in 

sports injuries, vertigo and 
concussion management, 
TMJ, and prenatal and 
postnatal care. She played 
a key role in the develop-
ment of an occupational 
health program, becoming 
a certified ergonomic spe-
cialist and health coach.
  In 2019, Hinman tran-

sitioned to home health 
care, where she quickly 
advanced to the role of 
clinical manager and sub-
sequently quality manager. 
In her leadership roles, she 
managed and supervised 
clinicians across various 
disciplines, and provided 
oversight of care plans for 
patients in many under-
served communities. As 
quality manager, she was 

responsible for data col-
lection and presentation 
to leadership and the 
board of directors, QAPI 
implementation, and 
outcome assessment and 
improvement.
  Outside of her profes-

sional life, Hinman is 
equally busy and dedi-
cated. She lives with her 
husband, three children, 
and their corgi Willow. 
She enjoys coaching her 
children’s soccer teams, 
and actively participates 
in the parent teacher or-
ganization.

Springfield Hospital 
welcomes new director 
of rehabilitation services

accessible, with convenient 
parking and an elevator to 
the second floor. In addition 
to in-person services, Wright 
also offers at-home massage 
and private yoga sessions for 
individuals or groups. 
  Wright led the club women 

through a chair yoga session 
designed to provide each 
member with calm relax-
ation, gentle stretching, and 
mindful movement. 
  Thoroughly relaxed, the 

club women held a busi-
ness meeting to discuss past, 
future, and imminent club 
projects, community volun-
teerism, and the year ahead. 
The Trees of Remembrance 
fundraising campaign is 
about to close for the 2024-
2025 season, and was again 
a great success. Holiday trees 
are lit at Svec Green in Proc-
torsville, and Veteran’s Park 
in Ludlow, to memorialize 
and honor friends, family, 
and loved ones. 
  Also held in February was 

the OVWC club’s annual 
bake sale fundraising event. 

Again this year, the club was 
thankful to be able to hold 
their sale at Singleton’s Store 
in Proctorsville, where they 
again met success despite 
the cold weather. Thanks to 
the generosity of the pub-
lic, the proceeds will benefit 
the club’s many community 
programs, including a lo-
cal high school scholarship, 
a statewide scholarship for 
displaced women wishing 
to return to the work field 
through education, a local 
elementary school monthly 
magazine program, and an 
annual food drive to benefit 

local folks in need. Thank 
you to Singleton’s Store for 
hosting this event, and for the 
hot cider to warm the volun-
teers.
  The Okemo Valley Wom-

en’s Club meets monthly, Sep-
tember-May, on the second 
Monday of the month. The 
next meeting will be Mon-
day, March 10, at 6:30 p.m., at 
the Black River Valley Senior 
Center. Anyone wishing to 
attend may contact President 
Sally Scarp at 407-242-0901, 
Membership Chair Suzanne 
Garvey at 802-236-4341, or 
any member.

CLUB
From Page 8



10 | February 26, 2025 The Vermont Journal

events & outdoor

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
 4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88  FREE FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
78237XDS    separately $300.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

SAVE 57%

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping 
address that includes 78237. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items may be 

substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales 
are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/25. 24M7165  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7199  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 78237XDS

Order 
Now!

Scan Now To Order

GET 8
FREE
BURGERS
A $22 value!

Ryan M Gurdak CPA
Tax Preparation and Accounting Services

ryan@rmgurdakcpa.com
802-236-6852

Mailing
PO Box 27
Proctorsville, VT 05153

Physical
101 Main St, 2nd Floor

Ludlow, VT 05149

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA). For use by individuals 21 years of age and older 
or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM 
CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. 
Possession or use of cannabis may carry signi� cant legal penalties in 
some jurisdictions and under federal law. It may not be transported 
outside of the state of Vermont. The e� ects of edible cannabis may be 
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can 
impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and 
younger may be more likely to experience harm to the developing brain. 
It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the in-
� uence of this product. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.

VERMONTVERMONT

WELCOME TO
ADVENTURE
WELCOME TO
ADVENTURE

ASK FOR ASK FOR 
US AT YOUR US AT YOUR 

LOCAL LOCAL 
DISPENSARYDISPENSARY

FERNGULLYFARMVT.COMFERNGULLYFARMVT.COM

L O N D O N D E R R Y , 
Vt. – The Green Moun-
tain Gardeners announce 
their March program, “I 
Love Dahlias,” presented 
by Michele Dauphinais, 
of the Rutland Garden 
Club. Open to the public, 
this lively and informative 
hour-long talk will be held 
on March 3, at 11 a.m., at 
the Londonderry Volun-
teer Rescue Squad building, 
6068 Vermont Route 100, 
and will be followed by a 
light lunch. The program 
is free, but registration is 
required by emailing lin-
dasaarnijoki@gmail.com.
  With thousands of vari-

eties, dahlias are popular 

garden flowers that pro-
vide both brilliant color to 
the garden landscape, and 
long-lived cut flowers for 
the summer table. Due to 
freezing winter tempera-
tures in Vermont, dahlia 
tubers must be dug up and 
replanted each year, but the 
labor of cultivating them 
is rewarded by spectacular 
blooms in a variety of sizes, 
from “dinner plate” dahlias 
to mini pompoms, and in 
many colors, from deep-
est reds through the spec-
trum to brilliant whites, 
both pure and variegated. 
Our speaker will talk about 
how to plant tubers in the 
ground or in pots, nur-

ture them through the 
growing season, and 
store them over the cold 
months – soup to nuts 
about dahlias.
  Dauphinais has given 

lively and entertaining 
talks about her passion 
for dahlias to garden 
clubs and other organi-
zations throughout cen-
tral Vermont and eastern 
New York. This will be a 
fun opportunity to learn 
more about this resilient 
garden mainstay.
  The Green Mountain 

Gardeners foster horti-
culture, beautification, 
and conservation in 
the Mountain Towns of 
Landgrove, Londonder-
ry, Peru, and Weston. In 
addition, the group also 
serves their communi-
ties through beautifica-
tion and service projects. 
Visit their website, www.
greenmountaingarden-
ers.net, to learn more, or 
to join the organization.

“I Love Dahlias,” 
presented by GMG

W E S T M I N S T E R 
WEST Vt. – On Wednes-
day, March 5, from 6-8 
p.m., at the Westminster 
West Congregational 
Church, the Living Earth 
Action Group has in-
vited forester and author, 
Ethan Tapper to give a 
presentation on his book 
“How to Love a Forest.” 
  What does it mean to 

love a forest? In this talk, 
Tapper, a forester, author 
and content creator from 
Vermont, will draw from 
his work as a forester 
and his bestselling book 
“How to Love a Forest: 
The Bittersweet Work 
of Tending a Changing 
World” to discuss what it 
means to care for forests 
and other ecosystems 
at this moment in time. 
How do we respond to 
the harmful legacies of 
the past? How do we 
use our species’ incred-
ible power to heal rather 
than to harm? How do 

we reach towards a better 
future? In a time in which 
many believe that “pro-
tecting” ecosystems means 
protecting them from our-
selves, Tapper argues that 
humans must take action to 
help ecosystems heal and to 
move into a more abundant 
future. Tapper’s message 

is at once compassionate 
and pragmatic, clear-eyed 
and hopeful, sobering and 
inspiring, a powerful new 
idea for how we can build a 
world that works for all of 
its ecosystems and all of its 
people.
  Donations will be appre-

ciated.

“How to Love a Forest” 
with Ethan Tapper

WESTON, Vt. – Get your 
spring calendars ready. 
The Weston Rod & Gun 
Club is hopping with news, 
and several events you 
won’t want to miss. 

  Our first annual Spring 
Poker Tournament will be 
held Sunday, March 2. De-
tails to follow on our Face-
book page, www.facebook.
com/WestonRodandGun-

Club. 
  Beginner line dancing 

continues on Friday, March 
7, and Friday, March 21, 
from 7-8:15 p.m. Bring a 
friend and get your blood 
flowing. All levels of expe-
rience welcome. Boots or 
comfy shoes and a hydrat-
ing beverage are suggested. 
There is a discount if you 
RSVP prior to arrival by 
calling or texting Anna at 
802-379-3161. 
  Archery Club has restart-

ed, indoors now with plans 
for outdoors when weather 
allows. Open shooting is 
on Sunday, from 12-9 p.m., 
and Wednesday, from 6-9 

p.m. To join, call or text 
Anna at the number above. 
  Our annual fishing der-

by is scheduled for Satur-
day, June 7. 
  We’re happy to an-

nounce, due to your sup-
port, we’re able to spon-
sor five kids for the Green 
Mountain Conservation 
Camp this summer. 
  And, yes, Monday Nite 

Bingo continues with our 
diehard crew. Doors open 
by 6:30 p.m., play starts 
promptly at 7 p.m. Follow 
our Facebook page for up-
dates on all events.
   The Weston Rod & 

Gun Club is located at 982 
Route 100, one mile north 
of Weston. Meetings are 
held the third Tuesday of 
the month, at 7 p.m. Come 
be a part of your commu-
nity tradition. All are wel-
come.

Weston Rod & Gun Club events

Ethan Tapper.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Garden Club 
wishes to invite the pub-
lic to a talk by renowned 
plantsman Charlie Nar-
dozzi. It will be held at on 
Wednesday, March 12, at 2 
p.m., at the Nolin Murray 
Center, 38 Pleasant Street 
in Springfield. His talk is 
entitled “Ecological 

Charlie 
Nardozzi 
comes to 
town

See GARDEN on Page 11
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arts & entertainment

Come for the Food, Stay for the Fun!

802-228-7797
Kitchen Hours Monday – Friday 4–9pm

Saturday 12–9pm,  Sunday 12-8pm

Monday Open Mic Night at 8:30pm
Tuesday Trivia at 6pm with Rick Davis

Thursday Irish Session with Gypsy Reel at 6:30pm

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
“Matilda” is the multiple-
award-winning musical 
inspired by the classic novel 
by Roald Dahl. With book 
by Dennis Kelly and origi-
nal songs by Tim Minchin, 
“Matilda the Musical” de-
scribes how some circum-
stances necessitate rebel-
lion. Directed by David 
Stern and Hallie Flower, 
this production is a must-
see for all ages. Winner 
of over 100 international 
awards, Matilda is the sto-

ry of an extraordinary girl 
who, armed with a vivid 
imagination and a sharp 
mind, dares to take a stand 
and change her own des-
tiny. Although the novel 
may have been written for 
children, this production is 
sure to enthrall young and 
old alike.
  Performances of “Matilda 

the Musical” will be from 
April 4 – April 12, Thurs-
days and Fridays, at 7:30 
p.m.; Saturdays, at 2 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m.; and Sun-

days, at 2  p.m. Shows 
will take place at the Bel-
lows Falls Opera House, 
Bellows Falls, Vt. The 
running time of Matilda 
is approximately two 
hours and 10 minutes, 
including a 15-minute 
intermission. For more 
information, call 802-
376-4761, or go to www.
wildgooseplayers.com.
  Tickets can be pur-

chased at www.bellows-
fallsoperahouse.com/
special-event-matilda25.

Wild Goose Players 
“Matilda the Musical”

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. — 
The Songbird Soundbath 
is a deep-relaxation musi-
cal meditation immersion 
blending live acoustic per-
formance with the sooth-
ing tones of singing bowls, 
chimes, and a metal tongue 
drum to create an atmo-
sphere of relaxation and in-
ner connection.
  Led by musician and 

sound bath facilitator Me-
lissa D, the experience be-
gins with gentle original 
songs to ease participants 
into a peaceful state. Then, 
following a guided breath-
work and meditation ses-
sion, the event transitions 
into a full sound bath, 
where resonant, healing 
sounds encourage deep rest 
and rejuvenation.
  Attendees are encouraged 

to bring a yoga mat, blan-
ket, and pillows for added 
comfort. Chairs will also be 
available for those who pre-
fer to sit.
  Limited to 15 partici-

pants, reservations will be 
taken on a first-come, first-
served basis. To reserve, 
email melissad@melissad-
music.com, or call 802-342-
1046. There is a suggested 
donation at the door. If cost 
is a concern, please reach 
out – no one will be turned 
away as long as space is 
available.

  Please note that this 
Songbird Soundbath will 
be recorded and filmed to 
create a booking reel for re-
treats, community and yoga 
centers, and wellness festi-
vals considering hosting a 
future event. Filming will 
focus on wide shots captur-
ing the overall experience, 
not lingering close ups. 
Melissa deeply respects the 
personal nature of sound 

baths – privacy and sen-
sitivity will be honored 
both in the room and in 
the final documentation.
  Relax, recharge, and 

experience the benefits 
of sound and music in a 
welcoming, community-
centered space, on Sun-
day, March 9, at 3 p.m., at 
Stage 33 Live, 33 Bridge 
Street in Bellows Falls, 
Vt.

Songbird Soundbath at 
Stage 33

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – There is a great op-
portunity for local artist 
to sell work locally. The 
River Artisans Coopera-
tive (RAC) is one of the 
oldest cooperative shops 
in Vermont. In the shop 
on the vibrant Town 
Square in Bellows Falls, 
you can find a wide va-
riety of locally created 
art and crafts items, each 
unique and made with 
skillful care. This past 
season has seen substan-
tial growth in both local 
and area visitors coming 
to the shop.
  The RAC welcomes 

new artists and crafts-
people to join the coop-
erative, and to sell their 
work in the shop. In ad-
dition, a benefit of mem-
bership means joining 
a wide variety of crafts-
people and artists who 
support one another and 
work together in a flour-
ishing and creative com-
munity.
  Coming together from 

a wide level of experi-
ences and backgrounds 
gives members unique 
opportunities to learn 
from one another. It’s 
a way to stay inspired 
by what each member 
is doing with fresh new 
ideas. Members all share 
in decision making, in 
running the shop, and in 

working on projects with 
other organizations and 
businesses in the Bellows 
Falls community.
  For shoppers looking 

for gifts and items made in 
Vermont, we’re the place 
to come. And, if you are 
interested in becoming a 
member and joining with 

fellow artisans and artists, 
we’d love to meet you. The 
shop is located at 28 Village 
Square in Bellows Falls, 
and in the winter is open 
Thursday-Monday, from 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. For more 
information, visit www.riv-
erartisanscooperative.com, 
or call 802-591-2085.

River Artisans Cooperative 
calls for artists

Arts and crafts for sale at the River Artisans Cooperative.
PHOTO PROVIDED

VISIT US ON

@VermontJournal

Gardening and Com-
panion Planting,” and 
is free. Come and learn 
how to improve your 
garden’s ecosystem 
and production while 
protecting birds, in-
sects, and animals.

GARDEN
From Page 10

Charlie Nardozzi.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Like Man’s Best 
Friend... We’re 
there for you.
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real estate

Your Home Loan Lender of Choice

WHERE
YOU
LIVE

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. ©2022 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649
Equal Housing Lender. PrimeLending VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964MB V010918.

Purchase Refinance Renovation

Victoria Blodgett
NMLS# 179656 | Senior Loan Officer

802-975-0350 vblodget@primelending.com

www.vbprimelending.com

126 Main St #1C
   Ludlow, VT 05149

ANDOVER - $359,000

www.barrettandvalley.com
MOUNTAIN GETAWAY ON 2.10+/- ACRES!

802-875-2323

HOUSE OF THE WEEKHOUSE OF THE WEEK

ANDOVER - $359,000

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5252
802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 
ONE & TWO-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation

www.KelleyRealEstate.com
802-228-5333

166 Robbins Hill Road 
Quechee Lakes

4 Bedroom |  3.5 Baths 

Contact Listing Agent 
Ty Murray at 
802-777-8047 for details

OPEN HOUSE: 
SATURDAY, MARCH 1, from 11am - 1pm

REGION – While there is 
no set cost to sell a house, 
you will want to prepare for 
a range of 10-15% of the 
sale price. Home-selling 
costs include home prepa-
rations, vacating the home, 
seller concessions, closing 
costs for sellers, and real es-
tate fees.

Home preparations
  Before your first open 

house or showing, consider 
hiring a house cleaner to do 
a deep clean. Some home-
buyers appreciate home 

staging. At a minimum, 
you should declutter, ar-
range furniture to make the 
most of the space, and re-
move personal belongings. 
Landscaping is also impor-
tant for curb appeal. Add 
flowering plants, create a 
walkway, rake leaves, mow 
the lawn, or shovel snow 
in winter. Home improve-
ments such as updates to re-
pair or replace old systems, 
and upgrades like painting 
that add features, can also 
garner a higher sale price.

  A preinspection is op-
tional, but if you choose to 
do one before listing, you’ll 
know ahead of time about 
any major issues that need 
to be addressed, which can 
save a lot of negotiating 
with potential buyers down 
the road. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development estimates the 
cost for home inspections 
ranges from $325-$375.

Vacating the home
  Another type of expense 

you’ll need to budget for is 
moving – the costs related 
to vacating your home.
  If you are selling one 

home and buying another, 
it’s almost impossible to 
time the transactions per-
fectly so there are no addi-
tional housing costs. Most 
sellers leave their utilities 
on while their house is on 
the market for showings 
and open houses. But be 
sure to shut off utilities as 
of the date you vacate so 
you can avoid unnecessary 
costs. 
  Moving expenses can 

vary based on the size of 

your home, how many be-
longings you have, and how 
far you’re moving. Whether 
you’re doing a DIY move, 
using professionals from 
start to finish, or some-
thing in between, there are 
always expenses associated 
with moving, and they of-
ten have to be paid before 
closing. 
  Additionally, if your 

home is going to be vacant 
for any period of time, it’s 
important to talk to your 
insurance agent about add-
ing a rider policy to cover 
that period.

Seller concessions
  It’s rare that you receive 

the perfect offer and can 
close without making any 
concessions to the buyer, 
like the deal being contin-
gent on the home passing 
an inspection. It’s common 
for buyers to request repairs 
from sellers. As a result of 
an inspection report, sell-
ers often either lower the 
sale price so the buyers can 
make the repairs them-
selves, or have the repairs 
completed as a condition of 

the deal. 
  Another concession buy-

ers often request is that the 
seller cover all or part of 
the buyer’s closing costs, 
which effectively mini-
mizes the amount of cash a 
buyer needs to bring to the 
closing. For the seller, this 
cost comes out of the profit 
you’ll make on the home on 
closing.

Seller closing costs
  Average closing costs 

for sellers have historically 
ranged from 8% to 10% of 
the home’s sale price, in-
cluding both agent com-
mission and seller fees. 
  The majority of your clos-

ing costs come from paying 
commission to real estate 
agents. Historically, agent 
commissions have been be-
tween 3%-6% of a home’s 
sale price. It’s also impor-
tant to remember that com-
missions, and the types of 
services an agent offers, are 
negotiable.
  A government transfer 

tax or title fee varies widely 
due to varying tax rates by 
state and the sale price of 
the home. In many markets, 
sellers also pay for a title in-
surance policy for buyers, 
which protects their inter-
est in the home if there are 
issues with a disputed title 
or outstanding liens.
  Settlement fees vary sig-

nificantly by state, from 
$200 to the seller, up to 
0.5% of the purchase price 
split between the buyer and 
seller. This can also include 
extra line items related to 
documentation and money 
movement.
  You are responsible for 

the property taxes on your 
home up until the day of 
closing, so once you close, 
you’ll see a prorated charge 
on your final settlement 
statement. 
  If you use the services of 

an attorney in your trans-
action, you’ll have to pay 
them at closing.

Real estate fees
  Once the closing costs are 

settled, it’s not all profit. If 
you’re still paying a mort-
gage on the home, part of 
the closing process will in-
clude paying off the balance 
of your mortgage, prorated 
to the date of sale.
  If you think you’re going 

to be subject to capital gains 
taxes, either because you’ve 
profited more than the set 
amount, or because you’ve 
lived in the home for less 
than two years, ask your tax 
professional about subtract-
ing the costs of preparing 
the home for sale from your 
profits.

  Article provided by Zil-
low Group.

Costs of selling a home
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