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Jamaican Jewelz, a not-so-hidden jewel

d

BY PAULA BENSON

The Vermont Journal

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Right off the bat, Julian
“Jewelz”  Johnson  gives
off an energy that is both
youthful and maternal.

On Monday afternoon,
Jan. 6, Jewelz was wearing
a pretty, multi-blue pat-
terned head scarf and a
green chef’s apron with the
tag on the outside when she
burst through the kitchen
door into the restaurant
dining room to introduce
herself. “I am Chef Jewelz,
Jewelz, Mama Jewelz, that’s
what people call me”

Jewelz likes to laugh,
and she’ll wink at you play-
fully after making a point,
but she confessed that she
knows hard work, disap-
pointment, and failure.
The words Jewelz uses to
describe herself are “ambi-
tious,” “passionate,” “driv-
en,” and also “grateful” and
“appreciative”

“If what youre doing
doesnt evoke passion,
youre not doing it right,
or you should be doing
something else,” Jewelz re-

marked.

What Jewelz and
her husband Duane
Perkins have been do-
ing since last Nov. 1 is
establishing the first
brick-and-mortar res-
taurant location for
Jamaican Jewelz, their
food truck and catering
company. Built up over
the 14 years since mov-
ing to Vermont, Jamai-
can Jewelz has become
a familiar name in the
area, best recognized by
their big, yellow truck,
“The Beast,” that makes
appearances at local
festivals and events.

“I'say I am a ‘farmers
market baby,” Jewelz joked.
She and Perkins started out
at the Bellows Falls Farm-
ers Market with just a table,
a tent, and a cooler that
Jewelz would literally pull
through the village streets
from their house to the
market.

Eventually they pur-
chased a “little food cart”
for $2,500, and moved
around a bit, staying in one
spot long enough for some-
one to complain. There is
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no question that Jewelz is
in love with her adopted
hometown and state, and
is a part of the community,
but she has faced some ad-
versity.

Jewelz reported that af-
ter the former Bellows
Falls development direc-
tor Francis “Dutch” Walsh,
who had supported her, re-
tired in 2016, she received
a letter from the town call-
ing her mobile business “an
eyesore.”

Johnson and husband Duane Perkins.

PHOTO PROVIDED

At one point, Jewelz said,
someone stole their sign.
She shook her head. “You
just have to move on.”

And that they did. Now,
in addition to the trucks,
which will continue to op-
erate in warmer months,
and their line of sauces
available for purchase di-
rectly from them or at lo-
cal markets like Lisai’s and
the Springfield Co-op, you
can find Jamaican Jewelz
the restaurant at 65 The
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Square, in the down-
town area of Bellows
Falls.

Jamaican Jewelz
plans to be open six
days per week, closed
Wednesdays. The space
is bright, with a sparse
decor - Jewelz says she
is still finding their
footing — but when you
walk through the front
door and are greeted
with the aromas of cur-
ry and jerk spices, your
focus will be the food.

AsJewelz gave a quick

tour of the Kkitchen,
she challenged, “Look
around. Tell me what
you notice is missing.”
It took a moment, and
Jewelz  stated  broadly,
“Right? No stove! I am in-
dustrious,” she continued.
“I can cook on a match-
stick. But without a stove, I
am limited.” Jewelz held out
her arms. “I can’t express
myself!”

Jewelz’s family emigrated
to the U.S. from Jamaica
when Jewelz was a child.
She credits her mother with
her tenacity as much as her
desire to cook. “My mother

was very tough.

The first meal Jewelz
ever made was “brown stew
chicken” when she was only
9 years old. Jewelz said they
lived in New York, and her
mother worked the night
shift at the post office.

One night when leav-
ing for work, she told her
daughter, “I want you to
have dinner ready for me
when I get home?”

Jewelz admits it was not
only being left to figure
it out on her own, but the
pressure of “you will have
dinner ready” that excited
her.

Even though Jewelz said
she wants to “live a quiet
life with family;” she also
feels an eagerness to keep
moving, keep trying new
things, and go where the
moment takes her. For at
least through the end of
her two-year lease, this is
the spot.

Jewelz partners with lo-
cal, small farms to source
fresh ingredients. A list of
farmers, menus, and more
information can be found
at jamaicanjewelz.square.
site.

Springfield Town Library expands sustainability

programs, Sustainable Libraries Initiative

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The
Springfield Town Library
is proud to announce its
expanded commitment
to sustainability as part of
the Sustainable Libraries
Initiative, aligned with the
American Library Associa-
tion’s strategic direction of
sustainability. As part of its
ongoing efforts to reduce
its environmental impact
and promote a sustainable
future for generations to
come, the library is launch-
ing new recycling services
and community-based pro-
grams.

In addition to its collabo-
ration with Springtfield Ro-
tary Club and the Trex soft
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plastic collection, which
has removed almost four
tons of plastic out of the
waste stream since Febru-
ary 2023, the Springfield
Town Library is expanding
its environmental initia-
tives with two new recy-
cling services, in partner-
ship with the Black River
Action Team (BRAT) and
Call2Recycle.

The library is launching
an ink cartridge recycling
program as a fundraiser in
collaboration with BRAT,
the local community-driv-
en organization focused
on environmental conser-
vation and restoration in
the Black River watershed.

Through outreach, educa-
tion, and hands-on con-
servation projects, BRAT
works to improve the health
and sustainability of local
ecosystems. The library is
excited to provide residents
with a dropoff spot for their
used ink and toner car-
tridges, which will be recy-
cled through partnerships
with  certified recycling
services. Proceeds from the
collection will go toward
supporting Black River Ac-
tion Team, as well as library
programming and services,
making it a win-win for
both the environment and
the community.

In collaboration with
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Vermont Solid Waste Man-
agement Program and Call-
2Recycle, the Springfield
Town Library also now
serves as a dropoff location
for used household batter-
ies. Call2Recycle is a lead-
ing nonprofit organization
dedicated to the safe and re-
sponsible recycling of bat-
teries and cell phones. The
library is now one of more
than 30,000 collection sites
across the U.S. and Canada.
Working with Call2Recycle
provides a convenient way
for residents to recycle their
used batteries and devices,
protecting the environment
and supporting a circular
economy. This service helps

reduce the environmental
impact of hazardous waste,
and ensures that batteries
are recycled properly, keep-
ing harmful chemicals out
of landfills and waterways.
“We’re excited to offer
these new services to our
community, and to col-
laborate with local partners
like the Black River Action
Team,” said library director
Sue Dowdell. “By providing
convenient and accessible
recycling options, we're not
only helping protect the
environment, but also em-
powering our community
to take meaningful action
toward sustainability”
The Springfield Town Li-

brary is dedicated to foster-
ing a resilient, sustainable
community by embody-
ing the triple bottom line
methodology - practices
that are environmentally
sound, economically fea-
sible, and socially equi-
table. By incorporating the
principles of reduce, reuse,
and recycle, the library is
advancing efforts to ensure
that our shared natural en-
vironment remains healthy
for future generations.

For more informa-
tion about the Springfield
Town Library’s sustainabil-
ity initiatives and recycling
programs, please contact
Dowdell at 802-885-3108.

The deadline for all content is Friday at 12 p.m.
for the following Wednesday publication.
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Bellows Falls

community safety

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
On Monday, Jan. 13, from
5-6:30 p.m., Greater Falls
Community Justice Cen-
ter will be hosting a com-
munity discussion titled
“Community Safety: What
does it mean to you?” at the
Rockingham Library.

Participants will include
local state legislators, mem-
bers of the Bellows Falls
Police Department, the

codirector of the Attorney
General’s Civil Rights Unit,
community leaders, and
representatives from local
organizations. Springfield’s
police chief will also share
about Springfield’s success
with Project Action, a col-
laborative initiative to ad-
dress crime and safety in
this nearby community.
There will be an opportu-
nity for all present to share

appreciations and/or
concerns about commu-
nity safety, and ideas for
moving forward to build
more trust, collabora-
tion, accountability, and
support.

This event is free and
open to the public. The
Rockingham Free Public
Library is located at 65
Westminster Street, Bel-
lows Falls, Vt.

Bellows Falls Woman’s Club

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Members of the Bellows
Falls Woman’s Club will
meet on Jan. 14, beginning
at 1:30 p.m., at the United
Church, School Street. The
program presenter will be
Probate Judge Jodi Parrott

French.

At the Dec. 10 meeting,
members brought their gifts
for the residents of two area
elder care homes, Sterling
House and Morning Glory
Manor. Gifts were deliv-
ered just before Christmas,

PO Box 993

Chester, VT
Dffice: BO2 B75 2819
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Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door
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bringing cheer to the resi-
dents. Club members en-
joyed a social time at the
meeting.

Thelocal club is a mem-
ber of the General Feder-
ation of Women’s Clubs,
an international women’s
organization dedicated to
community improvement
by enhancing the lives
of others through vol-
unteer service. Through
monetary and in-kind
donations, the club sup-
ports many area orga-
nizations and agencies,
including the Bellows
Falls Area Senior Cen-
ter, Fall Mountain Food
Shelf, Our Place Drop-in
Center, Rockingham Free
Public Library, Bridge
Library, Visiting Nurse
and Hospice for Vermont
and New Hampshire, and
Parks Place Resource
Center. At graduation,
the club will give a schol-
arship at Bellows Falls
Union High School and
at Fall Mountain Regional
High School.

Area women interested
in joining the club and
helping with its projects
may call Membership
Chairman Sally McGatffi-
gan at 603-445-2527.

Dear Editor,

The Springfield Santa
Claus club would like to
thank the many individu-
als and businesses that
helped make the 2024
season another success-
tul one.

The generosity and car-
ing is especially appreci-
ated again this past year.
Because of your generos-
ity, the Santa Claus Club
was able to again help
make the holidays a lot
brighter and warmer for
many children and se-
niors.

This was completed
even though we had
to move twice in a few
months. We now have
found what we feel is
our forever home at the
Springtfield United Meth-
odist Church. A huge
thank-you to Pastor Ger-
ry and the church trustees
for welcoming the Santa
Claus Club to the church.
Yes, we have the use of a
small elevator. A big deal
to us “oldies.”

Also, another huge
thank-you to the won-

derful high school students
(you know who you are)
who loaded, carried, and
organized everything so
“us” adults were saved a
lot of work and aches and
pain. Some of these students
helped repack, set up for the
giveaways, and more. We
look forward to working
more with you all.

This year, we helped sup-
ply outerwear and gifts for
102 families (256 kids), as
well as gifts for 182 senior
citizens.

Santa had the outerwear
giveaway in October for
youth, and in December
we were able to do the gift
giveaway for both the chil-
dren and seniors. The gifts
are based on the needs and
wishes of the youth of the
Springfield School District
and seniors of our commu-
nity. With the joint effort of
our elves and Keagan at the
Springfield Family Center,
we were also able to give
some of the families holiday
meal boxes.

2024 is the sixth year I
have been the director of the

Santa Claus Club, and I am
thrilled at what has been ac-
complished by the wonder-
ful community members
and volunteers we had help-
ing in one way or another.
The 2024 season may be
over, but Santa’s elves con-
tinue the work year-round.
Thousands of hours are
spent by our volunteers to
see that Santa’s work is done.
No volunteer is turned away.

Please understand that we
are a standalone nonprofit
501(c)(3) organization. The
only thing anyone is paid is
the satisfaction and joy of
giving.

Thank you one and all for
your support through this
holiday season, whether it
is by purchasing gifts, or
your monetary donation
that helps us purchase out-
erwear, toothpaste, tooth-
brushes, etc. We wish you
and yours a very happy and
healthy 2025.

Sincerely,

Jean Patoine, Director
Springfield Santa Claus
Club

Windmill Hill Ridgeline
Reserve grows by 96 acres ———

WESTMINSTER,
Vt. - The Windmill Hill
Ridgeline Reserve has
grown by 96 acres after
the Windmill Hill Pinna-
cle Association (WHPA)
acquired and conserved
the land with the Ver-
mont Land Trust (VLT).

The conservation com-
pletes a 22-year effort by
the WHPA to protect
this forestland for wild-
life, biodiversity, and
climate resilience, and to
improve public access to
nature and an extensive
trail system in southern
Vermont.

The addition is near
the  WHPAs  Jamie

/.\/
Aqua-Aid Systems

WATER CONDITIONING & FILTRATION

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon, and arsenic
problems in the Windham and
Windsor Counties since 1984

e Water Conditioning
¢ Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

e [ron and Manganese Removal
e Radon & Arsenic Removal
e Systems Maintenance
e Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

Hellenbrand

What's In Your Water?™

ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

800-252-8484

Celebrate Dry January with Us!
Purchase 3 THC Drinks, 50% Off the 4th
Enjoy an alcohol-free month: THC-infused seltzers,
sodas, “wine” & water, OR create your own
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on Monday, JAN 20 and receive 20% Off your total
purchase on MLK Day from 9am - 6pm.
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see our website for details
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Latham trailhead, in the
middle of a long corridor
running north from Putney
Mountain to Rockingham.

It includes one of the
highest points of elevation
in the town of Westminster,
and abuts land already con-
served by the WHPA along
the Windmill Hill ridgeline.
The WHPA was concerned
about protecting the natu-
ral resources and prevent-
ing forest fragmentation,
particularly after three lots
and a cell phone tower were
proposed for the site.

“Widening this con-
served area along the ridge-
line will give wildlife more
room to move, and creates
an important buffer habitat
at the higher elevations,
said WHPA Board Presi-
dent Jennifer Latham.

The newly conserved
land includes an accessible,
flat clearing that is an ideal
activity area for groups to
gather, such as for school

outings or WHPA events.
Volunteers have been hard
at work removing non-na-
tive plants from these acres,
and cleaning up debris left
by a previous owner, in-
cluding tires and junk cars.

VLT and WHPA have
worked together for more
than 25 years on multiple
projects, and the WHPA
has now conserved 2,800
acres in the Windham
County towns of Athens,
Brookline, Grafton, Rock-
ingham, Townshend, and
Westminster.

Along with support and
assistance from VLT, dona-
tions from Pinnacle sup-
porters and grants from the
Vermont Housing & Con-
servation Board (VHCB),
The Nature Conservancy,
William P. Wharton Trust,
Davis Conservation Foun-
dation, Bafflin Foundation,
and the Windham Founda-
tion made the acquisition
of the land possible.

Springfield, VT

Rick Strobl

Income Tax Preparation
Affordable » Experienced ¢ Accurate ¢ Direct Deposit
Now Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Specializing in: “Personal 1040” “Self Employed”
“Rental Properties” “Small Businesses”

Call for Appointment: 802-299-5121

Claremont, NH

Free Heat Pump Presentation

How do they heat and cool your home?
How much do they cost? Rebates?
Get your questions answered at a free presentation
from an experienced installer.

Cavendish Fletcher Community Library
573 Main St. Proctorsville, Vt
Sat., Jan. 11 @ 1:00pm
Refreshments provided

Event sponsored by the Cavendish Energy Committee and
Cavendish Community and Conservation Association
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Chester Fire Department history

BY RON PATCH

802-3740119
ronpaich27@gmail.com

A few years ago, I be-
gan writing the history of
Chester fires and fire de-
partments. In doing that
research, I found the stories
below. The first story, while
not a local fire history, is
worthy of inclusion. The
dozens of other histories are
more representative.

March 9, 1906

“Henry Clay Ingraham,
70, who was well known
in Chester, an old resident
of West Springfield, Mass.,
and a veteran railroad man,
died at his home on Main
Street at 3:15 February 15,
as a result of a long period

Featured pet:

Earl Horton’s Yosemite uniform on dis-

play at the Chester Historical Society.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY

CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

of suffering with a nervous
disease which finally culmi-
nated when he was obliged
to take to his bed the week
before.

“Mr. Ingraham wasborn in
Chester, Vermont, Novem-
ber 19, 1835. His father was
a farmer and he remained
on the home place until he
was about 25, when he en-
tered the Rutland railroad
as a fireman. In the course
of time he was promoted to
be an engineer, and in 1871
he came to West Springfield,
Mass., and entered the em-
ploy of the Boston & Albany.
From that time until 1899
he ran an engine on the
railroad. His retirement was
forced because he had hap-
pened to be one of the two
victims of one of
the most peculiar
accidents that have
happened  here-
about. The engine
that he was run-
ning blew up on
the Athol branch
and both Mr. In-
graham and his
fireman, Edward
Comins, were seri-
ously injured. Mr.
Ingraham lost one
eye and suffered
a nervous shock
from which he
never fully recov-
ered. Comins was
hurt in the back
and never after did
any work.

“Mr. Ingraham
knew that his en-
gine was leaking

Nova

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Nova is a 90-pound dog
looking for a patient, lov-
ing home. Nova adores the
people she knows, but takes
time to warm up to new
people. She is a very goofy
girl that loves attention and
food. At 2 years old, she has
lots of energy, and will bless
you for many years. Please
stop by the Springfield Hu-
mane Society, Wednesday-
Saturday, from 12-4 p.m.,
and give this bashful girl a
loving home. To learn more
about Nova, or to sign up
for one of our low cost cat
spay/neuter clinics, call
802-885-3997.

Springfield Humane
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Society, 401
Skitchewaug
Trail, Spring-
field, Vt., 802-
885-3997,
www.spfldhu-
mane.org.

when he took it out of the
roundhouse on that last
morning and he spoke to
some of the keepers about
it, but they assured him
that it was all right. Just
what caused the explosion
has never been definitely
learned. The rending force
seemed to center just in
front of the cab on the right
hand side, but although the
boiler was almost complete-
ly demolished the engine
did not leave the track.

“Mr. Ingraham left the
road immediately after the
accident, never fully re-
gained his former health.
He was a member of Am-
ity Lodge of Odd Fellows,
Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineering, and the Red
Men.

“His wife, Theresa, a sis-
ter, Mrs. Adams of Ches-
ter, Vermont, and one son,
Harry E. Ingraham of West
Springfield survive him. The
funeral was held the follow-
ing Sunday at his home at
two oclock”

June 22, 1906

“What came near be-
ing a serious fire started in
W. W. Richardson and Sons’
store in the Fletcher block
last week Wednesday night.
Caught in the partition in
the north end and gained
considerable headway when
discovered, but the prompt
action of the firemen with
plenty of water soon got it
under control after a short
stubborn fight. The damage
was more by water than by
fire. Dr. E B. Newell’s den-

Connecticut River

Bookkeeping Services, LLC

™ —

Debbie Tardiff, Certified QBO Pro Advisor
CTRiverBookkeeping@gmail.com

603-797-9017

Call or email today for a
Free Consultation

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand . Gravel . Stone
Shurpac - Topsoil - Fill

5,000 Ib. Hydraulic
Hammer for
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

tal parlors were upstairs
and the water damage
there was large. Had
not the fire been seen at
the time it was, there is
much doubt but which
the Fletcher block and
the hotel would have de-
stroyed.

“Those who have al-
ways fought against our
water system begin to re-
alize that it is of some use
after all”

Sept. 29, 1906

“The Firemen had
an unusually beautiful
day Friday for their parade,
and everything passed off
successfully. The parade
started at nine oclock with
the Grafton Cornet band at
the head. Grafton Company
Aid No. 1 showed up with
most of its members and
with the steamer and hose
cart; Yosemite company
made a good showing, and
the sound of the bell on the
old hand engine brought to
the mind the days when our
village was not guarded by
the water power system, of
which we are now so proud,
nor did our town own the
steamer that has stopped
so many fires for us. This
little engine when needed
responded with all its might.

“The ball game which
took place in the afternoon

((/;:\
FOOD SHELF™

BLACK RIVER GOOD
NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
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Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

“We are here to help”

Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth
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The

Yosemite Fire Company in October 1903. John Marshall is
driving the engine.
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between the two compa-
nies, was certainly excited
and during the past season
baseball there has not been
such a good attendance nor
so much noise and enthusi-
asm. Beard and Richardson
were the battery from South
street, with Farr and Phelps
for Depot street. It looked
during the first half of the
game that South street was
being done brown, but they
turned the tables in the sev-
enth inning and won out by
a score of 15-13. [Go Ches-
ter!]

“The Chester orchestra
gave an hour’s concert at 8
oclock and made a decided
hit with the music they fur-
nished for the dance after-
ward. Several of the number
were demanded the third
time. The march was led
by Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Car-
penter. A turkey supper was
served by Thomas Storms in
his restaurant.”

This week’s old saying: “A
man in a hurry didn’t plan
well, or he’s from Connecti-

»
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Real estate terms

2-1 buydown - A 2-1
buydown is a concession or
incentive negotiated with a
seller or builder that tempo-
rarily reduces a buyer’s mort-
gage interest rate by 2% the
first year, and 1% the second
year of your mortgage. In the
third year, the interest rate
goes back to the fixed rate ob-
tained from the lender.

Adjustable-rate mortgage
(ARM) - An adjustable-rate
mortgage has an introduc-
tory interest rate that lasts a
set period of time, and adjusts
every six months thereafter
for the remaining loan term.
After the set time period,
your interest rate will change,
and so will your monthly pay-
ment.

American Society of
Home Inspectors (ASHI) -
A nonprofit professional as-
sociation that sets and pro-
motes standards for property

L

BARRETT :
RVALLEY

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

inspections. Look for this ac-
creditation or something
similar when shopping for a
home inspector.

Amortization - Repay-
ment of a mortgage over the
loan term through regular
monthly installments of prin-
cipal and interest, based on
an amortization schedule. If
you have made your required
monthly payments, at the end
of the loan term (e.g., 15- or
30-year mortgage), you will
own your home.

Back-end ratio - One of
two debt-to-income ratios
that a lender analyzes to de-
termine a borrower’s eligibil-
ity for a home loan. The ra-
tio compares the borrower’s
monthly debt payments to
gross income.

Backup offer - A backup
offer is one made on a home
where the seller has already
accepted an offer. The backup

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation
www.KelleyRealEstate.com

802-228-5333

CAVENDISH
VILLAGE
INVESTMENT
& PROPERTY

Renovated 1850’s home
_ currently used as two
income-producing
units (3-bedroom unit
upstairs and 2-bedroom
unit on main level).
Property has a second
3-bedroom home built

¥ in 1988.

ke Call or Text Listing
\ Agent Ty Murray at
802-777-8047

puts the buyer in line to buy
the home if the accepted offer
falls through.

Bumpable buyer - A buyer
whose purchase agreement
includes a contingency that
allows the seller to continue
to market the home to other
prospective buyers. For in-
stance, a buyer may agree to
buy the home only if they can
sell their own home first. That
buyer can be bumped if a bet-
ter offer comes along.

Buyer’s agency fee — The
fee or commission paid to a
buyer’s agent or brokerage for
finding and managing a home
purchase for a buyer. Typi-
cally represented as a percent-
age of the sales price, the fee
is paid by the seller at closing.

Buy-rent breakeven ho-
rizon - A concrete point at
which buying a home makes
more financial sense than
renting one.

Cash-value policy - A
homeowners insurance poli-
cy that pays the replacement
cost of a home, minus depre-
ciation, should damage occur.

Closing disclosure - This
is a statement a borrower will
receive from their lender at
least three days before clos-
ing on a home. The line items

should look similar to what a
borrower sees on their loan
estimate when first applying.
There are limits to how much
any fees can change in the
time period between applica-
tion and closing day, so bor-
rowers should review their
closing disclosure closely and
ask their lender about any
changes.

Comparative market anal-
ysis (CMA) - An in-depth
analysis, prepared by a real
estate agent, that determines
the estimated value of a home
based on recently sold homes
of similar condition, size, fea-
tures, and age, that are located
in the same area.

Comps - Short for “compa-
rable sales,” these are homes
in a given area that have
sold within the past several
months that a real estate agent
uses to determine a home’s
value.

Contingencies - Condi-
tions written into a home-
purchase contract that protect
the buyer should issues arise
with financing, the home in-
spection, or something else.

Conventional loan - A
home loan not guaranteed by
a government agency, such as
the FHA or the VA.

www.KelleyRealEstate.com

Kelley Real Estate

In the Heart of the Okemo Valley
72-B Pond Street, Ludlow, VT 05149

Tyleen Murray, Broker

REALTOR ®
802.777.8047
Ty@KelleyRealEstate.com
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Oohn Napier

Licensed Sales Associate
jmn@tpw.com
860.559.9334

SALES & RENTALS

lhe f

TPWrealestate.com | 207 Main Street, Ludlow, VT 05149

THM

BN

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
129 Lincoln Avenue, Suite A » Manchester Center, VT 05255
(802) 362-4663 « Fax (802) 362-6330 « TDD 1-800-545-1833 EXT. 326 OR 175

CHESTER APARTMENTS
CHESTER, VERMONT

Apartments Available:
One Bedroom Upstairs Unit

This housing complex is designed for anyone 62 years
of age or older or disabled of any age.

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenant Use Only
Income Guidelines Do Apply

THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-367-5252 802-367-5251
Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

We do not discriminate against tenant applications on the basis of race, color, national origin, refigion,
sex, familial status, age, creed, gender identity, gender related characteristic or because a person intends
10 occupy & dwelling unit with one or more minor children or because a person is a reciplent of public
assistance, sexual orientation, marital status or disability.
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

THM is an equal opportunity provider and employer

THM

Ty
SR

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
129 Lincoln Avenue, Suite A + Manchester Center, VT 05285
(802) 362-4663 « Fax (802) 362-6330 » TDD 1-800-545-1833 EXT. 326 OR 175

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY
ONE & TWO-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only
USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-367-5252
802-367-5251
Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326
We do not discriminate against tenant applications on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion,
sex, familial status, age, creed, gender identity, gender related characteristic or because a person intends

10 occupy a dwelling unit with one or more minor children or because a person is a recipient of public
assistance, sexual orientation, marital status or disability.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
THM is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Debt-to-income ratio
(DTI) - A ratio that com-
pares a homebuyer’s expenses
to gross income.

Depository institutions —
Banks, savings and loans, and
credit unions. These institu-
tions underwrite as well as set
home loan pricing in-house.

Due diligence - An in-
depth investigation of a
property that helps ensure
you know as much about a
property as you can before
buying it. Due diligence offi-
cially starts once an offer has
been accepted, and typically
involves a home inspection,
review of property records
to ensure improvements re-
ceived the necessary permits,
etc., within a period of time
agreed to by the buyer and
seller. Buyers can renegoti-
ate their offer if they uncover
problems, or they can cancel
the offer without paying a
penalty.

Earnest money - A securi-
ty deposit made by the buyer
to assure the seller of his or
her intent to purchase.

Escalation clause - A
clause or addendum to a real
estate contract or offer that
states a buyer is willing to
raise his or her offer price to a
predetermined amount if the
seller receives a higher com-
peting offer for the property.

Escrow state — A state in
which an escrow agent is re-
sponsible for closing.

Fair Housing Act - A fed-
eral law that makes discrimi-
nation based on a person’s
race, color, religion, sex (in-
cluding gender identity and
sexual orientation), national
origin, disability, or familial
status illegal within the hous-
ing context, including buying
a home or getting a mortgage.

Federal Housing Admin-
istration (FHA) - A govern-
ment agency created by the
National Housing Act of 1934
that insures loans made by
private lenders. The Federal
Housing Administration is
part of the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment.

FHA 203(k) - A rehabilita-
tion loan backed by the fed-
eral government that permits
home buyers to finance mon-
ey into a mortgage to repair,
improve, or upgrade a home.

FHA loan - Loans from
private lenders that are regu-
lated and insured by the Fed-
eral Housing Administration
(FHA). FHA loans are differ-
ent from conventional loans
because they can be approved
for borrowers with lower
credit scores, and may allow
for down payments as low as
3.5% of the total loan amount.
Maximum loan amounts can
vary by county.

Information provided by
Zillow Group.
Continued next week.

MARY W DAVIS

REALTOR & ASSOCIATES

HELPING YOU MAKE MEMORIES SINCE 1958

802.228.8811
info@davisandcompany.com

www.okemorealestate.com
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Purchasé e Refinance”e

\ Victoria Blodgett

\ NMLS# 179656 | Senior Loan Officer
DSOZ—\97§-0350 [\]vblodget@primelending.com
\ £

www.vbprimelending.com

LIVE
Renovatioﬁ

Your Horﬁe Loan Lender of Choice

126 Main St #1C

Ludlow, VT 05149

B

NE-455084

BROOKVIEW
APARTMENTS

WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VT

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT AVAILABLE

UTILITIES, SNOW, TRASH REMOVAL INCLUDED
LAUNDRY FACILITY ON PREMISES FOR TENANT USE ONLY

USDA GUIDELINES DO APPLY

CALLOR WRITETO:
THM PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
129 LINCOLN AVENUE
MANCHESTER CENTER, VT. 05255

1-802-362-4663 OR 1-802-367-5251
1-800-545-1833, EXT. 326 (HEARING IMPAIRED)

Equal Housing Organization
THM is an equal opportunity provider and employer
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E. Ingrid Anderson, 1941-2025

WEATHERSFIELD, Vt. - E.
Ingrid Anderson, 83, died at
home on Wednesday, Jan. 1,
2025, after a period of declining
health. Born Elaine C. Ander-
son on Sept. 3, 1941, in Gard-
ner, Mass., she was a daugh-
ter of Dorothy (McCarthy)
and Paul Anderson. She later
changed her name to Ingrid, in
honor of her Swedish heritage.
She attended Gardner schools,
and graduated from Fitchburg
State College/Burbank Hos-
pital School of Nursing with a
Bachelor of Science in nursing.
She married Robert T. Fran-
coeur, and had three children;
the marriage ended in divorce.
Ingrid lived in Weathersfield for
the past 36 years.

Ingrid worked for many
years as a registered nurse
(RN), director of nursing, and/
or administrator in various
care homes in New England.
In 1979, she purchased Cedar
Manor Nursing Home in Wind-
sor, Vt., and served as its admin-
istrator. While there, she imple-
mented numerous innovative
programs for the residents. Af-
ter selling the home in 1988, she
worked as an RN in several area
facilities, including Springfield
Hospital, and as a consultant
administrator at others. Nurs-
ing was a true calling for In-
grid; she touched the lives of so
many, especially the elderly.

For health reasons, she had
to leave her profession early,
but volunteered for many area
organizations, including the
Vermont Statewide Indepen-
dent Living Council, Red Cross,
RSVP, and New Beginnings.
She was given the Governor’s
Service Award in “recognition
of valuable contributions to
older persons and persons with
disabilities” in 2002.

Ingrid enjoyed birding,

.

Ingrid Anderson, 1941-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

wildlife watching, gardening,
cooking, and baking - she was
known for her Swedish braids
and holiday cookies. She was a
big fan of Dartmouth’s women'’s
hockey team.

Ingrid was predeceased by
her parents and her sister Su-
zanne Lauer. She is survived
by her partner of 44 years
and spouse Debra Diegoli, of
Weathersfield; her children
Renee Francoeur, of White
River Junction, Jaqueline (Mi-
chael) Binder, of Moorestown,
N.J., and Robert J. Francoeur,
of Weathersfield; her brothers
Paul and Jon; grandchildren,
great-grandchildren,  nieces,
and nephews; her dog Abby;
and cats Sam, Sasha, and Ziggy.
She is also survived by “second
son” Adam Perron, of Windsor;
and Pam and Floyd Buck her
friends, neighbors, and helpers.
Ingrid and her family greatly
appreciated those who visited,
and who helped with her care,
and the folks from Bayada Hos-
pice.

Davis Memorial Chapel
in Springfield is handling ar-
rangements. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions may
be made to Shriner’s Hospitals
for Children or Bayada Home
Health Care. A memorial ser-
vice will be held at a later date.

Paula Green, 1960-2025

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Paula
(Barber) Green, 64, was sung
into heaven to be with Jesus,
whom she loved, on Jan. 1, 2025.
She was born on April 22, 1960,
at 2:22 a.m., the daughter of Alan
J. Barber and Audrey (Christian-
sen). Not many write their own
obituary, so in this task I take
great pleasure. I have lived a life
filled with adventure, peppered
with great sorrow. And yet, nei-
ther adventure nor sorrow car-
ried any real importance in light
of the great and undeserved gifts
T have been given.

First of all, I leave no one be-
hind. Love does not die, nor
can it be left behind. Rather, it
is eternal; coming from an eter-
nal God. Therefore, I take with
me my love for my devoted and
adorable daughter Crystal Shaw
(“be a good gir”); my four in-
credibly amazing grandchildren
Tori Amsden, Timmy Amsden,
Brandon Shaw, and Miitchell
Shaw; my ever faithful and lov-
ing mother Audrey Richards;
and two of the sweetest sisters
God ever gave anyone, Alaine
Hofland and Allison O’Neil.

Wrapped up into the love God
gave me are SO many more pre-
cious family members, whether
born, married, or adopted into
us.

Paula was employed as a land-
scape architect with SWCA for
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Paula Green, 1960-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

many years. She was a member
of the Calvary Chapel in West
Townshend, Vt., and Grace River
Church in Claremont, N.H.

A Celebration of Paulas Life
will be held on Friday, Jan. 10, at
3 p.m., at Grace River Church in
Claremont, N.H.

In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to
Springfield Wrestling, 24 Ellis
Street, Springfield, VT 05156.

Isaiah 44: 21-22, “Remember
these things, Jacob, for you, Is-
rael, are my servant. I have made
you, you are my servant; Israel, I
will not forget you. I have swept
away your offenses like a cloud,
your sins like the morning mist.
Return to me, for I have re-
deemed you”

Davis Memorial Chapel in
Springfield, Vt,, is assisting with
arrangements.

Maura Brady Garoutte, 1954-2024

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. -
Maura Brady Garoutte, of
Charlestown, N.H., passed
away peacefully at home on
Dec. 27, 2024, after battling a
long illness. Maura was born
in New Haven, Conn., on
March 3, 1954, to the late John
and Lillian Brady. She spent
her youth in Hamden, Conn.,,
before moving to New Hamp-
shire.

Maura is survived by her
children Matthew Kaiser, Beth-
any Kaiser, and John (Mau-
ra) Garoutte; grandchildren
Camden and Brayden Kaiser;
siblings John (Mary) Brady,
James (Molly) Brady, Kathleen
(Derek) Bratton, Carol (Don)
Lewis, Thomas (Linda) Brady,
and Rita (Joseph) Cosgrove;
and many nieces and nephews.
Maura was predeceased by her
beloved husband John Marion
(Mike) Garoutte, and nephew
Luke VanRanst.

After graduating from St.
Mary’s High School in New
Haven, she worked as a veteri-
nary technician in Connecti-
cut and New Hampshire, be-
fore establishing and running
The Groomin’ Room for over
40 years. Early in her career,
Maura enjoyed showing dogs
in various American Kennel
Club competitions. Amongst
other dogs, Maura also showed
two of her own dogs, Piper and
Willie, both Deerhounds who
earned their championship
status.

Maura was an avid reader,
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Mavura Garoutte, 1954-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

and a gardener who enjoyed
toiling in her own soil and
tending to her flowers. She
frequented floral nurseries and
public botanical gardens. Trav-
els took her to most of the 50
states — including her beloved
Alaska, as well as Nova Scotia
and Bermuda.

Many cherished memories
of Maura include her lifelong
love of animals, but her great-
est joy came from spending
time with her friends and
family. She loved watching
“Jeopardy!” and going to trivia
nights. Maura led a life close to
her family. Her presence and
guidance will be dearly missed.

Calling hours were held
at Stringer Funeral Home in
Claremont, N.H., on Friday,
Jan. 3, from 5-7 p.m. Catholic
Mass was held at St. Catherine
in Charlestown, N.H., on Sat-
urday, Jan. 4, at 11 a.m. Burial
followed in St. Catherine Cem-
etery. Friends and family gath-
ered following the burial.

Beverly J. Johnson, 1946-2025

PLYMOUTH, Vt. - Beverly
Jean (Blanchard) Johnson, 78,
passed away peacefully on Jan.
1, 2025, with family by her side.

Beverly was born on April 2,
1946, in Rutland, Vt. She was
the fourth of five children of
James E. and Vivian (Moore)
Blanchard. She grew up on
the family farm in Plymouth
Notch. Beverly graduated from
Woodstock High School in
1964, and went on to graduate
from Northampton Business
College.

Beverly married Cedric
Russell Johnson on Oct. 25,
1969, and soon after relocated
to Manchester, Conn. Beverly
worked various part-time jobs
while her son Andrew was
young, then started a more than
20-year career with the State of
Connecticut. Upon both Bev-
erly and Cedric’s retirements,
they relocated back to Plym-
outh, Vt., where they enjoyed
spending time with family and
friends, taking trail rides on
their side by side, walks with
their beloved dog Festi, and
feeding hummingbirds and
turkeys in the yard.

Beverly is survived by her
loving husband Cedric; son
Andrew and his wife Diana;
her four grandchildren Bran-
don, Skylar, Lexi, and Kailey
Hope; and great-grandson
Hunter; sister Phyllis Martin;
and brother Nelson Blanchard.
She was predeceased by her
parents, her brother Wayne,
and her sister Lola.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions can be made to the Center
for Conscious Living & Dying

Beverly Johnson, 1946-2025.
PHOTO PROVIDED

at www.ccld.community/dona-
tion.
Committal and Celebration
of Life will be at a later date.
An online guestbook can be
found at www.cabotth.com.

Like us on

Facebook!

@VermontJournal
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BARR’S

BUILDERS, INC.

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT
www.barrsbuilders.com

General Contracting

Construction

Excavating
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Michelle Willis Gosselin, 1973-2024

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Mi-
chelle Willis Gosselin, a loving
wife and mother, passed away
on Dec. 15, 2024, after a short
but difficult battle with cancer.
She was born in Springfield,
Vt., on July 22, 1973. She at-
tended Springfield, Vt., public
schools, graduated from Wes-
leyan University in 1995, and
received a master’s degree in
information technology from
Drexel University. For many
years, she worked at Riverstone
in Manchester, N.H., and for
the past few years at Concord
Group in Bedford, N.H. She
was very active in her adopted
town of Weare, N.H., help-
ing out at and attending PTA
events, dance programs, and
sports activities. She loved to
read, take walks, spend time
with her family, and especially
to be at the ocean.

She is survived by her hus-
band Kevin, and their two chil-
dren Kaitlyn and Ben; her par-
ents Fred and Betsy (Gilbert)
Willis; and her brother and sis-
ter-in-law Matthew and Jessica
Willis, and their children Melia,
Brady, Gavin, and Molly. She is
also survived by her mother-in-
law Joan Gosselin; sisters-in-
law Carol (Mike) Greene, Lynn
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Michelle Gosselin, 1973-2024.
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(Earl) Holbrooks, and Donna
(Jim) Woods; and numerous
nephews, nieces, and cousins.
She was predeceased by her
father-in-law Richard Gosselin.

Michelle was an amazing
woman with a laugh so infec-
tious you couldn’t help but
laugh with her, a smile so con-
tagious that she would light up
every room she entered, and a
soul so kind-hearted that you
had no choice but to love her.
She will be greatly missed by
all who knew her. Even though
we know we can't get her back,
we are happy she is at peace.
Goodbye to the best mother,
wife, sister, daughter, aunt, and
friend anyone could have asked
for.

Huzon “Jerry” Stewart
Celebration of Life rescheduled

CHESTER, Vt. — The time of the Celebration of Life for Huzon
J. “Jerry” Stewart has been changed. It will be held at the Chester
American Legion Post 67 on Jan. 11, 2025, at 1 p.m.

r
OBITUARIES:

at 12 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES:

VermontJournal.com.

A basic 200-word obituary is $75, and $0.50 per word
thereafter. A black and white photo is an additional
$10. Email to editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday

We run Church Services on an alternating schedule.
Subject to space. All services are posted online at www.

\

802-869-2905

\_ J
45 TAYLOR HILL FULLY INSURED
ATHENS, VT 05143 FREE ESTIMATES

TRUCKING & EXCAVATING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS, LAND CLEARINGS, DRIVEWAYS
COMPLETE HOUSE SITES
LANDSCAPING, WALL BUILDING
LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

DAN

802-289-1508

David Chaves
EXCAVATING

Family Owned & Operated Scuce 1950

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish
Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT
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LEGAL NOTICES

Robert E. Langevin, 1929-2024 2=

at the age of 95. He died of natu-
ral causes from a life well lived.
Bob began his life in Irvington,

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Robert
E. Langevin, born Feb. 1, 1929,
left this world on Dec. 31, 2024,

TOWN OF CHESTER
NOTICE OF HEARING FOR
SUBDIVISION PERMIT

Gary Hooke, principal of Gardian, LLC, has applied for a
Subdivision Permit for a property located at 1831 VT Route
10 in the Town of Chester. The proposed minor subdivision
will divide an existing parcel of 7.76 acres into a Lot 1 of 4.12
acres and a Lot 2 of 3.64 acres.

The Town of Chester Development Review Board will
conduct a site visit at 3:15 PM on Monday, January 27,

2025, at 1831 VT Route 10 and will hold a hearing on this
application at 6:00 PM on Monday, January 27, 2025, at the
Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester. A copy of
the application and additional information may be obtained
from the Zoning Administrator. Participation in this hearing
in person, via videoconference, or in writing is a prerequisite
to the right to take any subsequent appeal.

A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom
videoconference may be found on the Town of Chester
website home page at www.chestervt.gov.

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 2nd day of January 2025.
Preston Bristow

Zoning Administrator

(802) 875-2173

zoning@chestervt.gov

Robert Langevin 1929-2024.

N.J., the son of Armand and

Hazel (Taylor) Langevin. He is
predeceased by his wife of 40
years Mary (Kordos) Langevin,
daughter Karen (Langevin)
Bushway, and brother Armand
Langevin. He leaves behind
three children Donna Bischof-
berger (Armin), Nicole Mori-
arty (Thomas), and Robert A.
Langevin (Lori); and grandchil-
dren Brighton Bischofberger,
Tanner Bischofberger (Mariah),
Alexis Duquette (Ryan), and

PHOTO PROVIDED

Town of Springfield - Selectboard
Notice of Public Hearing
January 13, 2025

The Town of Springfield will hold a Public Hearing at

6:00 PM on Monday, January 13, 2025 for the purpose of
receiving public input concerning the July 1, 2025- June
30, 2026 Springfield Town Budget. This will be a hybrid
meeting. The Public Hearing will be held at 96 Main Street,
Springfield, Vermont. It will also be possible to attend via
Zoom.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85353393632
Meeting ID: 853 5339 3632

Kristi C. Morris, Chair
Springfield Selectboard

TOWN OF CHESTER
NOTICE OF HEARING FOR
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

Jessica Rigollaud has applied for a Conditional Use Permit
for property located at 1961 Popple Dungeon Road in the
Town of Chester. The proposed use is to construct a dwelling
closer to the road than the required minimum setback.

The Town of Chester Development Review Board will
conduct a site visit at 4:00 PM on Monday, January 27, 2025,
at 1961 Popple Dungeon Road and will hold a hearing on
this application at 6:00 PM on Monday, January 27, 2025,

at the Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester. A
copy of the application and additional information may be
obtained from the Zoning Administrator. Participation in
this hearing in person, via videoconference, or in writing is a
prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent appeal.

A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom
videoconference may be found on the Town of Chester
website home page at www.chestervt.gov.

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 2nd day of January 2025.
Preston Bristow

Zoning Administrator

(802) 875-2173

zoning@chestervt.gov

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN NH
We’re Hiring! Join Our Team Today!

Looking for a career with great Pay & Benefits?
Look no further!
Come work for the Town of Charlestown!

We're seeking motivated, passionate individuals to join our
team. With competitive pay, excellent health and dental
benefits, retirement plans, and more, this is more than just
ajob - it’s your future!

Positions Available:
Water/Waste Water Licensed Superintendent

Chase and Mary Langevin. Bob
adored his five great-grand-
children Hayden, Kamden,
Mila, and Ryan Duquette, and
his newest grandchild Sydney
Bischofberger, whom he finally
got to meet this year.

Early on in his life, Bob start-
ed a newspaper route, and at 16
purchased and converted a Di-
vco milk truck, expanding his
route for many years. He was
very proud of his delivery days,
saying he “hardly ever missed a
porch”

When he married his wife
Mary in 1955, they spent a short
time in Miami, Fla.; he learning
the building trade, and Mary
working as a car hop. He was
called to duty from 1951-1953,
and served as Army military
police/carpenter stationed in
Dachau, Germany, to assist with
rebuilding efforts in Europe. He
excelled in carpentry, and start-
ed his home-building business
upon returning to New Jersey,
building more than 100 homes
over the next 40 years. Many of
his subcontractors became life-

long family friends.

Afteravisit to Bromley Moun-
tain after his Army discharge,
Bob fell in love with skiing and
the Vermont mountains. He
later brought his family to Ver-
mont, and spent many winters
skiing Bromley and Magic, and
volunteering with JISP teaching
local school children.

After retiring from building,
and following his wife’s passing,
Bob relocated to their home in
Jupiter, Fla., which they had
purchased due to their love of
Florida beaches and lighthous-
es. He was blessed to have had
30 years in paradise before re-
turning to Vermont due to fail-
ing health to be cared for by his
children.

Bob had a great love for his
children, and his wish was al-
ways for them to be happy. He
was a generous man, and will be
greatly missed. A Celebration of
Life, most likely beachside, will
be planned for a later date.

Davis Memorial Chapel in
Springfield, Vt,, is assisting with
arrangements.

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

Rewarding Career as a
Part-Time Administrative Assistant

The Town of Springfield, VT is seeking a part-time (20
hours per week) Administrative Assistant for the Town
Manager’s Office. The Administrative Assistant performs
clerical, administrative and coordinative functions which
include relieving the Town Manager of clerical details and
considerable public contact. The position involves effective
and tactful communication with public officials, the general
public and other Town Departments. The ideal candidate
should have good command of English grammar, spelling
and business math; well-developed communication skills

Experienced Finance Clerk
FT & PT Police Officers
PT Tax Office Clerk
Transfer Station Attendant
Cemetery Sexton

PT Building Inspector

tomorrow!

Charlestown NH

PT Deputy Building Inspector

Don’t miss out! Start your career with us today.
Apply now and take the first step toward a brighter

For more information Visit www.charlestown-nh.gov, click
on Volunteer & Employment. Application available on
the website or come in to the Town Office at 233 Main St.

and the ability to maintain an effective working relationship
with public officials at all levels and the general public; ability
to compose business correspondence; and ability to exercise
good judgment in time management. The pay is $21.85 -
$30.70 per hour depending on experience. Applications

and a complete job description can be found at https://
springfieldvt.govoffice2.com/jobs. Apply at the Human
Resources Office, 96 Main Street, (802) 885-2104 (toshr@
vermontel.net). Equal Opportunity Employer.

Town of Westminster
P.O. BOX 147 WESTMINSTER, VI 05158
Tel. 802-722- 4524 Fax 802-722-9816

Legal Notice

the following:

Application # 25-33

05158, Monday — Thursday from 7:00 am - 4:30 pm.

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD (DRB)

WESTMINSTER TOWN HALL
Westminster, Vermont

The Westminster Development Review Board will meet at 6:00 pm on Monday, February 3, 2025 to consider

Application #25-33 (PRELIMINARY PLAT HEARING) Shannon
Gilbert (Owner & Applicant) — property located at 123 US Route 5. The
Applicant is requesting a Major Sub-Division. This Application will be
reviewed under Section 311 Site Plan Review; Section 446 Residential
District; Article X Agricultural Overlay District (Partial) and Section
VIII Subdivision of Land (Major) of the adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws

Participation in the proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to make any subsequent appeals.

The application is available for review in the Westminster Town Hall, 3651 US Route 5 Westminster, Vermont

— King Crossword —

Answers

Solution time: 23 mins.

— Weekly SUDOKU —
Answer

916/5|2|3|1]|4|8|7
2|413|7/9/8(5/6|1
118]7]6]4]5(9]3|2
815/2(1|7/4]3]9|6
719]/4/8|6/3[{1]2|5
31116/9/5/2|7]4|8
6/3/1(4/2/7(8]5|9
5/7/9(3|8/6(2|1|4
412/8|5(1/9/6/7|3

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
HELP WANTED
YOUTH SERVICES LIBRARIAN

The Town of Springfield, VT announces an opening for a
Youth Services Librarian position, a full-time, team-oriented
role (35 hours per week). We are looking for a creative,
passionate individual with a strong desire to work with
children and young adults in a public service setting. The
ideal candidate will bring enthusiasm and a commitment to
supporting the growth and development of youth through
library services. If you are dedicated to creating positive,
engaging experiences for children and young adults, we
invite you to join our dynamic team! Responsibilies include
planning, developing and implementing library programs
and services for children and young adults; providing
professional expertise in library operations and youth
services; collaborating with the Library Director to set

goals and objectives for youth services, including budget
preparation and grant applications; fostering a love for
reading, learning, and sustainability among young patrons;
and managing the library in the absence of the Library
Director. This position requires a Master’s Degree in Library
Science from an ALA-accredited university, OR a Bachelor’s
Degree with Certification as a Public Librarian by the VT
Dept. of Libraries, OR a combination of education and
experience demonstrating extensive knowledge of library
services for children and young adults. Pay is $24.46 - $30.35
per hour, depending on experience. Non-exempt Union
position with an excellent benefits package. To apply, please
visit the Human Resources Office at 96 Main Street or contact
us at (802) 885-2104 or toshr@vermontel.net. A complete
job description and application are available at https://
springfieldvt.govoffice2.com/jobs. The Town of Springfield is
proud to be an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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HCRS staff volunteer at Springfield Family Center —

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Health Care and Rehabili-
tation Services (HCRS),
southeastern Vermont’s
nonprofit community
mental health agency,

JAN. 11 -

ANDOVER, Vi. - The
Andover Snowriders will be
holding their 12th annual
pasta dinner on Saturday,
Jan. 11, from 5-8 p.m., at
Andover Town Hall. There
will also be a silent auction,
basket raffle, and cash
raffle. The dinner includes
your choice of pasta
(penne, ziti, or spaghetti)
and sauce (marinara,
vodka sauce, or meat

highlights the volunteer
efforts of its billing team
at the Springfield Family
Center. On Sept. 26, bill-
ing team members Heather
Lockwood, Karen Whitney;,

will present “Vermonters
Ahead: the 172nd and
the Invasion of Luzon,
Philippines, 1945” on
Saturday, Jan. 18, at 2
p.m., at the Springfield
Art and Historical Society,
65 Route 106, North
Springfield, Vt. This
program is free and open
to all. For more information,
call 802-886-7935, or
email sahs@vermontel.net.

Jennifer Rupp, and Melanie
Murphy participated in a
team-building  volunteer
activity at the Springfield
Family Center, helping to
prepare lunches, unload-
ing donations, restocking
shelves, and organizing in-
ventory.

The experience not only
allowed the team to bond,
but also provided an invalu-
able opportunity to witness
and better understand the
pressing food needs within
the local community. “Our
time at the Springfield
Family Center was incred-
ibly rewarding” shared
Lockwood. “It felt good to
know that even a few hours
of volunteering could make
a real difference” Whitney

rely on these services every
day. It’s a reminder of how
important it is to support
organizations like this”

The Springfield Fam-
ily Center, a vital commu-
nity resource, distributes
over 100 meals daily, and
provides food boxes tai-
lored to individual needs,
including fresh produce,
grains, meats, and even
pet food, available for in-
person pickup. The family
center has experienced an
increase in demand since
relocating to a more visible
location in the Springfield
Plaza, and volunteer efforts
like those of the HCRS bill-
ing team help sustain these
critical services.

During their visit, the

bers Steffanie Baker, opera-
tions and kitchen manager;
and Keegan Mack-Chase,
food shelf coordinator,
who shared insights about
the Center’s work and their
annual holiday project,
which provides seasonal
food boxes to local fami-
lies. The project highlights
the growing need for col-
laboration as a community
to ensure our neighbors in
need are supported. Fur-
thermore, the experience
served as a reminder that
community food needs
persist year-round, not
only during the holidays,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of ongoing support.
Inspired by the work of
the family center, the bill-

field office to support the
Springfield Family Center’s
holiday initiative. Staff do-
nations of nonperishable
food items will be deliv-
ered to the family center
before the holidays, help-
ing to provide festive meals
to families in need.

For the billing team, this
effort went beyond volun-
teering - it strengthened
their connection as col-
leagues and their commit-
ment to making a positive
impact. “It's meaningful to
work together as a team
while also giving back to
the community were part
of)” said Murphy.

For more information
about the Springfield Fam-
ily Center and its pro-
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caregivers fo connect.
Art Crafts Gifts Electrician
GALLERY AT THE VAULT HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC KJ ELECTRIC LLC

by Robin Truelove Stronk

Art, Crafts, Gifts, Exhibits & Workshops

68 Main St., Springfield 802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7

Exhibit: Visions of a Veeterinarian Paintings

Register for Workshops & Shop Online at www.galleryvault.org

Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends
Two days: 1/11/25 & 1/18/25 $275, Includes materials.

Painting the Winter Landscape in Watercolor
with Rolb O’Brien, 1/11/25 $85

Chinese Calligraphy with Jonathan Root
1/25/25 $38. (Material Fee: $5)

Calligraphy with Love with Jorika Stockwell 2/8/25 $40

Make Fabric Bowls with Beth Ezold 3/15/25 $68
(01/15/25-TFN - 13)

Builders/Contractors

DCI CONCEPTS
DESIGN - BUILD - REMODEL

A family business first. Our projects are held fo a higher stan-
dard starting from the very first phone call fo the final walk-
through. Our team will impress you with professionalism, qual-
ity, and integrity.

6 Andover St. Ludlow, VT

802-461-3573

dci@dciconcepts.com

(11/05/25-52)

“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restorations on
up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our clients can
expect professionalism, proficiency, customer care, and quality.
Calloremail foday at 802-376-3275 edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer

(11/19/25 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing. finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville.

802-558-5267.
(02/12/25-13)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER

Painting Interior and Exterior

All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well

802-263-9693 rogcaw@msn.com

Roger, Perkinsville, VT
(12/05/25 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

10am-6pm.
(08/13/25-TFN - 52)

802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured

Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”

(01/29/25 - 52)

Lose 20 Ibs in 30 days.
Guaranteed

TOM SALMON CPA, MA

Call or text today if you need private, anonymous guidance
and mentoring fo get a grip on an issue you have been avoid-
ing. Health, Finances, Career, Family Tension, Booze/Drugs.
Take a few key steps to get things on frack. The first of which is

to call or fext 802-535-1555 today, or go to TheFlatfTable.com.
(04/09/25 - 26)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates.
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or

stoneartd9@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com.
(02/19/25-13)

Tools

$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$

PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891

0210/ ] 2)
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Rockingham Library

events

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
The Rockingham  Free
Public Library, in collabora-
tion with Main Street Arts,
invites the community to
a hilarious evening of mys-
tery and murder with a
production of “Murder by
the Book,” a play written by
Louise Teasdale and spon-
sored by mystery author
Louise Penny.

The Town of Two Spruce
is about to lose their beloved
library. A team of volunteer
actors come to its financial
rescue by staging a murder
mystery fundraiser. But, on
opening night, a real mur-
der most foul threatens to
thwart their theatrical aspi-
rations. Lucy the Librarian
and a team of quirky volun-
teer actors and library lovers
scramble to solve the crime
before the curtain rises and
the library is lost forever.

Performances will be Fri-

day, Jan. 17, and Saturday,
Jan. 18, at 7 p.m.; and Sun-
day, Jan. 19, at 2 p.m., at
Main Street Arts in Saxtons
River. Tickets are general
admission, and are available
online at www.mainstree-
tarts.org, and at the door.
Directed by Sam Howard,
the show features a talented
ensemble of local actors.

The script for the play
comes compliments of an
interesting project created
by mystery writer Penny,
and playwright Teasdale.
The play’s original script
was too specific to Que-
becs Eastern Townships
area. Other communities
wouldn’t get the jokes. So,
Penny commissioned Teas-
dale to write a royalty-free
and adaptable script that can
be produced by any library,
anywhere.

For more information,
contact Sam at youthser-

™
111] DESIGN=BUILD - REMODEL

CUSTOM HOMES, ADDITIONS, & RENOVATIONS
SERVING LUDLOW AND SURROUNDING TOWNS

CONTACT US FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT!
802-461-3573 dci@dciconcepts.com

vices@rockinghamli-
brary.org or 802-463-
4270, or go to www.
mainstreetarts.org. This

production will ben-
efit the Rockingham Free
Public Library.

On Saturday, Jan. 18,
from 3-5 p.m., the library,
in collaboration with Flat
Iron Coffee House and
Village Square Booksell-
ers, welcomes Vermont
poet and musician Tous-
saint St. Negritude, for a
reading to celebrate the
launch of his debut collec-
tion of poems, “Mountain
Spells” St. Negritude will
read selections, tell sto-
ries, play the bass clarinet,
and sign books at the Flat
Iron Cooperative Coffee
House, 51 The Square in
Bellows Falls, Vt.

This library-produced
event is free and open
to the public. Copies of
“Mountain  Spells”  will
be available for sale, and
the cafe will sell refresh-
ments. The recommend-
ed attire for this event
is “fabulous” For more
information about the
event, please contact the
library at 802-463-4270
or assistant@rocking-
hamlibrary.org. For more
information about the au-
thor, visit www.toussaint-
stnegritude.com.

AFS

FINANCIAL PLANNING « INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT - TAX STRATEGIES

Hudsen W Hagland, CFP®

Investment Advisor

WEALTH
MANAGEMENT

www.afswm.com
802-875-8100

PN

NEW CONSTRUCTION
AND REMODELING

it 7

COME FOR THE FOOD, STAY FOR THE FUN!

802-228-7797

Vw4

Kitchen Hours Monday - Friday 4-9pm
Saturday 12-9pm, Sunday 12-8pm

Monday Open Mic Night at 8:30pm
Tuesday Trivia at 6pm with Rick Davis
Thursday Irish Session with Gypsy Reel at 6:30pm

Next Stage Arts

performances

PUTNEY, Vt. - Next
Stage Arts presents a
special duo collabora-
tion between cellist Mike
Block and master kora
player Yacouba Sissoko
on Saturday, Jan. 18, at

7:30 p.m., at Next Stage.

Block is a Grammy-
multi-style
cello player, composer,
educator,
with a passion for cross-
collaborations.
Hailed as “one of the
bravest, most intriguing
musicians on the Ameri-
can fusion scene” by
Gramophone magazine,
he was acclaimed by the
New York Times for his
solo
playing,” and was called
“a true artist..a sight
to behold” by Salt Lake
City Deseret News. In
addition to his solo per-
formances and touring

winning,
singer, and

cultural

“vital rich-hued

The Vermont Journal

bands, since 2005 Block has
been a member of the Silk
Road Ensemble, founded
by Yo-Yo Ma, with which
he has been featured as a
cello and vocal soloist, con-
tributed arrangements and
compositions, and earned
a 2017 Grammy Award for
Best Global Music Album.
Master kora player Sisso-
ko devotes his musical gift
to expanding the awareness
of West African history and
culture, spreading the word
of peace, and empowering
his listeners to take charge
and realize their imagined
futures. His performances
have a magical effect on
audiences as he skillfully
transforms the traditional
songs and stories of his
forefathers into modern-
day messages of peace, love,
and harmony. Born to a
well-known djeli family in
Kita, Mali, Sissoko started

learning the kora and the
oral traditions associated
with it from his grandfa-
ther at the age of 9. For
centuries, djelis have been
the musical storytellers, a
position that is inherited
through a family bloodline.
Highly respected within
their communities, they are
the keepers of the factual
history and the fictional
fables of past rulers, nobles,
social groups, and families.
The kora, a 21-stringed
plucked instrument with a
gourd resonator, is the tra-
ditional instrument accom-
panying their songs.

Next Stage is located at
15 Kimball Hill in down-
town Putney, Vt. For infor-
mation, call 802-387-0102.
Advance tickets are avail-
able at www.nextstagearts.
org. Next Stage will provide
a beer, wine, and cocktail
cash bar.

Applications for Vermont Week

REGION -

WoodWright

Contracting
JOHN WRIGHT

@ PO Box 914.Chester.V1.05143
© woodwrightvt@gmail.com
® 802/236.1627

Vermont
Studio Center (VSC) in
Johnson, Vt., is pleased
to announce that ap-
plications for Vermont
Week 2025, May 5-12,
are now being accepted
through Jan. 31. Each
year, Vermont Week at

VSC provides fully funded
residencies for 30 Vermont
artists and writers, which
includes private accommo-
dations, private studio space,
nourishing daily meals, and
access to Johnson Village
amenities. Vermont Week
will culminate with an Open
Studios celebration on Sun-
day, May 11, from 2-4 p.m.
“We are thrilled to be able
to offer fully funded resi-
dencies to Vermont artists
and writers,” VSC executive
director Hope Sullivan said.
“It is only with the unwaver-
ing commitment of our sup-
porters that we can provide
a place for artists and writers
to create, get inspired, and
continue to enhance Ver-
mont’s vibrant art commu-

802-885-5340

Austin ﬁr’('r/fuzfmgf Services
Springfield, VT
802-885-5340

Tax Filing Preparation
Services
Call to make an
appointment today!

Chelsea Austin
Enrolled Agent

caustin@austinaccountingvt.com
368 River St Suite 115A Springfield

nity” Vermont Week 2025 is
supported by an anonymous
donor, along with Acrisure,
Maggie McLeod Macdon-
ald Fund, McSoley McCoy
& Company, and Donald
Blake Inc.

VSC’s residency program-
ming includes a vsiting art-
ists and writers program,
which invites renowned
visual artists and writers to
mentor residents, present
readings, and give talks. This
year’s Vermont Week visit-
ing artist is Carolyn Kuebler,
and the visiting writer is
Misoo Bang.

Carolyn Kuebler’s debut
novel, “Liquid, Fragile, Per-
ishable} was published in
May 2024 by Melville House.
Her stories and essays have
appeared in The Common
and Colorado Review, and
“Wildflower Season” (Mas-
sachusetts Review) won the
2022 John Burroughs Award
for Nature Essay. For the
past 10 years, she has been
the editor of the award-win-
ning New England Review
in Middlebury, Vt.

Misoo Bang is a Korean
American artist who ex-
presses her emotional nar-
ratives and  storytelling
through painting and draw-
ing. Her recent works, “The
Giant Asian Girls” and “The
Lotus Flower” series, explore
the intersection of gender-
based violence and racial
stereotypes faced by Asian
women in the United States.

Vermont Week at VSC
first started in 1984, and is
marked as an honored tra-
dition at VSC. Artists and
writers that have resided in
Vermont as their primary
state for the last year are en-
couraged to apply through
Jan. 31. For more informa-
tion, and to submit your
application, visit www.ver-
montstudiocenter.org.
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