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Singletons open
charming new
children’s bouthue

BY PAULA BENSON

The Vermont Journal

LUDLOW, Vt. - It was
only last summer when Dan
and Alison “Ali” Singleton
became the new proprietors
of Singleton’s General Store
in Proctorsville. The couple,
parents to three boys - two
6-year-old twins and one
3-year-old - took over the
family business just in time
to watch the store fill with
floodwaters from the Black
River during the Great Ver-
mont Flood of 2023.

With Dan and Ali at the
helm, Singleton’s not only
survived the devastation,
but held up an entire com-
munity for more than a
year after the larger Shaw’s
grocery store in Ludlow
was shuttered for months
while their corporate own-
ers worked out the logistics
of reopening. Singleton’s
stocked more of the staples
people needed, while ex-
panding their niche inven-
tory of outerwear, sporting
goods, local products, and
classic kids toys and games.

Now, almost 18 months
later, Dan and Ali have
embarked on a brand-new
venture — a passion project
of sorts for Ali - a children’s
boutique on Main Street in
Ludlow called Mountain
Munchkins.

With an adorable logo
designed by Wavy Grape
Graphic Design  Studio,
Mountain Munchkins
moved into the office on
Main recently vacated by
Huntley Financials. After
some paint, wallpaper, and
lighting updates, the space
has been transformed into
a bright, cheerful, and invit-
ing display of cute, fun, and
stylish kids’ clothes, toys,
books, stuffed animals, bath
products, accessories, and
more.

Mountain Munchkins on Main

Ali said her husband is
very much involved in the
new business, but is encour-
aging her to take the lead
on managing the children’s
store, telling her, “I think
you'll be really good at this”

Being a mom of three
young boys, and having the
experience of buying chil-
dren’s items for Singletonss,
Ali was ready and excited to
dive into the new business.
“I'm young,” Ali remarked.
“I can take this on too”

One reason Ali felt
strongly about taking on
this new challenge is that
she wanted to encourage
and be a part of the ex-
panding retail experience
on Ludlow’s Main Street.
Joining Teaselwood Design
and 3 Graces, unique shops
on the ground floor of 116
Vermont 103, Mountain
Munchkins will be in excel-
lent company.

Saturday, Dec. 14, was
opening day for the bou-
tique, and a steady stream
of shoppers flowed through
the door between 10 a.m. —
5 p.m.

Some comments over-
heard: “This shop is an ab-
solute must-visit.”

“Tam telling all my friends
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to come in”

“What a great addition
to Main Street”

The shopping and din-
ing milieu in Ludlow
has been somewhat tur-
bulent in recent months
for a variety of reasons,
last year’s flood of course
being a major reason.
But currently, locals are
hopeful the town and its
retail draw seem headed
for a comeback, just in
time for the 2024-2025
winter season.
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Benson’s food drive
supports Windsor
County Youth Services

LUDLOW, Vt. -
Benson’s Chevrolet is
proud to announce
the success of their an-
nual food drive, which
donated over $500 of
food for the Windsor
County Youth Services
(WCYS). The food
drive ran from Now.
1 to Nov. 30, and cus-
tomers were encour-
aged to donate non-
perishable food items
at the dealership.
Windsor County
Youth Services is a
nonprofit ~ organiza-
tion that provides a
variety of services to
youth and families
in Windsor County,
Vt. These services in-
clude safe housing for
homeless young people,
school programs, sum-
mer camps, mentoring,
and counseling. The
food collected from the
Benson’s Chevrolet food
drive will be used to sup-
port these programs, and
provide nutritious meals
to the youth served by
the organization.
“We are so grateful to

Benson’s Chevrolet for their
support of our food drive,
said Ellen from WCYS”
The food donated will
make a big difference in the
lives of the youth we serve.

Benson’s Chevrolet is
committed to giving back
to the community, and is
proud to support Wind-
sor County Youth Services.
The dealership encourages
other businesses and indi-
viduals to get involved in
supporting this important

Ellen from WCYS (center) with Benson’s sales representatives
Tony Moriglioni (leff) and Michael Coutermarsh.

PHOTO PROVIDED

organization.

Benson’s Chevrolet is a
family-owned and -operat-
ed dealership that has been
serving the Ludlow com-
munity for over 93 years.
The dealership offers a wide
variety of new and used
Chevrolet vehicles, as well
as a full-service automotive
repair shop. Benson’s Chev-
rolet is committed to pro-
viding its customers with
the highest level of service
and satisfaction.

Flood Brook School PBIS Awards —

LONDONDERRY, Vt. -
A Flood Brook student
banged his fist on the desk
and gouged a book with a
pencil. He was frustrated
with a math assignment
and struggling to effectively
manage his emotions, and
becoming dysregulated. No
one called him out or in
any way escalated the situa-
tion. That’s because a system
was already in place to re-
spond to the circumstances
and keep the students in
the classroom learning, not
shame or punish the dys-
regulated student.
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“The idea is to recognize
the dysregulation before it
overwhelms the student,
explains Flood Brook be-
haviorist Johanna Davis.
“Providing the student with
a sensory break and an
adult to facilitate regulation
awareness and skill build-
ing, as well as reflection in
order to reset and be ready
to return to class”

For its work on building
this regulation and skill-
building intervention, Flood
Brook has been recognized
by the state of Vermont for
its Positive Behavioral Inter-

ventions and Supports Pro-
gram (PBIS). Flood Brook
was one of 50 schools - from
a total of 238 statewide -
to earn this honor for the
2023-2024 school year.
“Our school recognized
the need to provide explicit
instruction to students on
regulation strategies that
work for them individu-
ally in order to increase
their ability to self-regulate
and gain self-awareness to
monitor their own emo-
tional state,” says Flood
Brook Principal Johanna
Liskowsky-Doak. “It was

important that our staff
worked as a team with ev-
eryone on the same page,
with clearly defined goals
and structures for the pro-
gram, which is run out of a
space called the Center”

To help lead this effort,
Flood Brook created the
behavioral interventionist
position and the Center as
sensory space for students
to regulate. Students can
take a self-directed break, or
teachers can send students
for a teacher-directed break.

See SCHOOL on Page 2

The deadline is Thursday, Dec. 19 for the Dec. 25
publication. The deadline is Tuesday, Dec. 24 for the
Jan. 01 publication.
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Fletcher Farm School
becomes Create Together

LUDLOW, Vt. - Respond-

ing to the creative and
educational needs of area
residents, the Fletcher Farm
School for the Arts & Crafts
announces its transforma-
tion into Create Together.
The nonprofit organization
will offer year-round cre-
ative experiences in profes-
sionally equipped studios.
The official open date is
pending final permit ap-
provals.

Create Together will
serve as a creative hub for
people of all ages and abili-
ties across the Okemo Val-
ley region. “The goal is to
increase access to creative
and arts education in rural
Vermont by offering cre-
ative opportunities that fit
our neighbors’ schedules,
budgets, and diverse inter-
ests,;” said Susan Damone
Balch, executive director.
She added, “Tm excited to
engage with the community
in a new way’’

Credte

TOGETHER

Kathryn Svec, a cur-
rent board member, grew
up attending workshops at
Fletcher Farm School. “As
someone whose creative
journey began here as a
child, I understand first-
hand the lasting impact of
early access to arts educa-
tion,” said Svec. “Now, as a
board member and parent,
I'm excited that my children
will benefit from enriching
creative experiences.”

Ludlow  Selectboard
member Justin Hyjek, an-
other former student, sees
the organization’s evolu-
tion as crucial to the town’s
future. “The selectboard’s
decision to allocate ARPA
funds to Create Together
reflects our confidence in
their community-first ap-
proach,” Hyjek said. “Their
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commitment to making
creative education ac-
cessible to all residents
aligns perfectly with our
vision for a thriving, in-
clusive Ludlow. This isn't
just about art classes — it’s
about building a stronger,
more connected commu-
nity where local families
can learn and grow to-
gether”

“Every aspect of Create
Together, from our work-
shop schedules to pricing,
has been designed with
local families in mind,’
added Pollyanna Sidell,
board chair.

Create Together will
continue to  develop
new initiatives based on
community input and
needs, including youth
programming,  family
activities, and skills that
can support local creative
entrepreneurship. The or-
ganization remains com-
mitted to preserving its
artistic legacy.

Thanks to the support
of the community and
the Fletcher Farm Foun-
dation, the owners and
caretakers of the Fletcher
Farm campus, Create To-
gether is ready to imple-
ment this new plan.

For more information
about Create Together’s
programming and com-
munity initiatives, visit
www.createtogethervt.org.

Cavendish calendar

CAVENDISH, Vt. - The
2025 Cavendish Commu-
nity Calendar is a great
way to support your lo-
cal community. Available
now, the calendar features
full-color  photographs
from local residents, and
benefits the year-round
work of the Cavendish
Community and Con-
servation Association
(CCCA). Calendars can
be purchased at the Cav-

endish Fletcher Commu-
nity Library or The Village
Clipper in Proctorsville, or
ordered online by emailing
cavendishcommunitycon-
servation@gmail.com.

“The calendar theme for
2025 is community strength
and resilience,” said Robin
Timko of the CCCA. “It
seems very fitting as our re-
gion continues to recover
from flood damage and
related challenges. Funds

raised through calendar
sales support our efforts to
preserve, celebrate, and in-
vest in the physical beauty
and community spirit that
surrounds us”

If you missed out sub-
mitting photos for the 2025
calendar contest, youre in
luck. Submissions are now
open for the 2026 calendar,
with the theme “Our Natu-
ral World” For details, visit
www.cavendishccca.org.

Lake Wise assessment aid —

REGION - We love
living near water, and
lakeshore living can of-
fer us so many benefits:
gorgeous views, access to
all kinds of recreation, a
connection with nature,
and a sense of tranquil-
ity. The star attraction is a
clean, healthy lake — there
are so many ways that we
can help protect, and even
improve, the condition of
the lake, and Vermonts
Lake Wise program can
help.

This free visit by Lake
Wise staff features about
an hour-long chat while
walking a property to
make observations, take
simple  measurements,
and ask pertinent ques-
tions of the landowner.
Some of the informa-
tion gathered includes
distance from the lake
to buildings and parking
areas, an evaluation of
vegetation, and the loca-

tion of a septic system or
well, if present. Also very
important to the assessment
is learning the priorities of
each landowner - lake view,
recreational access, a natural
setting, etc. Many factors are
taken into account, and the
Lake Wise staff or trained
assessor may offer sugges-
tions and recommendations
for projects a landowner
could do to help keep the
lake healthy, shoreline edges
more natural and erosion-
proof, and still enjoy the
many special benefits to liv-
ing on the lake.

Why Lake Wise? Each
item that can be checked off
on the list of “best practices”
earns a landowner points
that are tallied at the end
of an assessment - enough
points will earn a property
a free Lake Wise Award
that includes a yard sign to
display proudly. If enough
properties around a given
lake earn the award, the en-

tire lake wins a Gold Award.
Only five lakes in Vermont
have received this honor.

Thanks to a grant from
the Mount Ascutney Re-
gional Commission, the
Black River Action Team
(BRAT) was able to get the
ball rolling on Lake Res-
cue. After the initial Lake
Wise assessment in 2022,
the DEC allowed BRAT to
hire Annie White of Nectar
Landscape Design LLC and
Rockingham Recon Drone
Service to produce extensive
design drafts for each prop-
erty. From these designs,
BRAT will work with each
landowner to settle on a list
of projects that could be put
in place to earn the Lake
Wise Award.

For more information,
contact BRAT at blackriver-
cleanup@gmail.com or 802-
591-0101, or visit www.dec.
vermont.gov/watershed/
lakes-ponds/lakeshores-
lake-wise/what-lake-wise.

SCHOOL
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Data is collected and
tracked for many points of
interest to help ensure stu-
dents are making progress,
and for feedback for teachers.

Once underway, the PBIS
team met to establish a com-
munications plan that in-
cluded posters, scripts for
teachers, suggested inter-
ventions to be used in cer-
tain conditions, and com-
mon messaging to students.
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Data was gathered weekly
to monitor performance on
the defined skill areas, and
the results showed continued
improvement through the
school year.

Throughout the 2023-2024
school year, the Flood Brook
PBIS team surveyed staff to
gather feedback on how the
new system was working.
The results showed growing
approval throughout the year
for consistent responses to
challenging behaviors, pre-

dictable school routines, and
their own trust in the admin-
istration.

“All the signs are pointing
in the right direction,” says
Davis. “Now we just need to
continue our work together
this year to maintain mo-
mentum, continue to create
the best learning environ-
ment for Flood Brook stu-
dents, and continue to teach
students self-regulation
strategies. Were just getting
started”
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Methodist birdhouse —

BY RON PATCH

802-3740119
ronpatch27@gmail.com

Back in the 1980s, I ran
an antiques shop in Spring-
field with my girlfriend
Cyndi. The shop was locat-
ed on the corner of Valley
Street and Main Street, in
the old brick building.

Cyndi ran the shop. I
travelled the roads pick-
ing, going to auctions, or
making house calls. I didn’t
spend much time in the
shop. I always liked buying
more than selling.

I happened to be in the
shop one day when an
older well-dressed woman
came in. I didn’t grow up
in Springfield, so I didn’t
know Springfield’s hierar-
chy. She liked my selection
of antiques. After a few
minutes, she introduced
herself as Mary Hurd. We
had a lot in common. Mary
invited me to her place. She
lived on Cherry Hill with
her husband Edward, in the
mansion once owned by
Mr. Slack.

Mary had worked with
Norman Rockwell when
she was a young lady. She
collected paintings, draw-
ings, and sculpture from
American artists and il-
lustrators. Mary had many
map cabinets, drawers full
of unframed artworks,
much of it available. I made
many, many trips to her
house to purchase art. I re-
member she had a Norman
Rockwell painting.

The Methodist birdhouse

I was visiting Mary one
summer day when I noticed
a large birdhouse in her
backyard. I wanted it. The
photo with this article is
that Methodist birdhouse.
Mary told me Mr. Slack had
it built years before. Slack
was a major supporter of
the Methodist church in
Springfield.

I bought this at a time
when the antiques business
was booming. The market
was so hot that you could
overpay today, but within
a few weeks the market
caught up. At one time the
Methodist church had a

Gabriel weathervane
on top of the steeple.
You can see the Ga-
briel vane on top of the
birdhouse in the photo
with this article. I sold
the birdhouse to a folk-
art dealer for $3,800. It
changed hands several
times after this, each
time for more money.
The tall clock

Ed and Mary had
a Tiffany tall clock,
or what some call a
grandfather clock. I al-
ways sensed Mary may
have ruled the roost.
Mary had seen clocks
in my shop, and knew
I had some knowledge.
Her Tiffany clock had
stopped running,
could I look at it.

Ed had a stepladder
out for me. This clock
was 10 feet tall. I re-
moved the bonnet and
passed it to Ed. Now I
can see the movement.
It didn't take long to
find the problem and
remedy it. Ed found this all
very interesting.

The Methodist Church birdhouse. I-tv stﬁnds

over 4 feet tall.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

Sometime later, Mary
called to tell me it had quit

Rotary hears about Hartness Airport

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Bruce Johnson, chair of the
Springfield Airport Com-
mission, talked about the
history of the Hartness State
Airport at the recent meet-
ing of the Springfield Rotary
Club held at the Springfield
Area Parent Child Center
Training Center.

Hartness State Airport
is a transportation hub
that offers services such
as flight training, aircraft
maintenance, and fueling.
It features a single paved,
5,498-foot-long runway
suitable for small aircraft
and private jets, the second-
largest in Vermont.

The airport has a rich
history. In 1919, James
Hartness, an inventor, en-
trepreneur, and Vermont
governor, donated land to
create the first airfield in
Vermont. The airport was
originally called the Spring-
field Airport. In 1927,
Charles Lindbergh landed
his plane, the Spirit of St.
Louis, at the airport after his
first nonstop flight across the
Atlantic Ocean. He spoke to
a crowd of around 30,000
people. During World War
I1, the Civil Air Patrol used
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the airport for training ex-
ercises and coastal patrols.
In 1959, the airport was re-
named Hartness State Air-
port. In the late 1950s and
early 1960s, Hartness was
one of the busiest airports in
New England.

The airport is owned and
operated by the State of Ver-
mont. It is managed by the
Vermont Agency of Trans-
portation (VTrans), which
oversees its maintenance
and development. Hartness

State Airport remains an
important resource for the
Springfield region, contrib-
uting to the local economy
and preserving its historical
ties to aviation.

The airport commission
is looking into an event to
commemorate the 100th
anniversary of  Charles
Lindberghs visit.

To learn more about
the Springfield Air-
port Commission,  vis-

it www.springfieldvt.
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running. I went
up, and as before
handed Ed the
bonnet. This time
there was a dif-
ferent  problem.
One of the levers
had been bent. I
knew I didn’t do
it. That's when Ed
confessed he had
done it by acci-
dent. I asked him
why he messed
with it. He said he
was trying to save
me a trip. Mary
scolded him, say-
ing, “Ed, don't
you touch that
clock again. No
one touches that
clock but Ron”

had his federal firearms
license (FFL). Dad had a
reputation for handling
rare and valuable guns.
He advertised in several
trade papers regularly.
Dad shipped guns all over
the country to other FFL
dealers.

One day, a man stopped
at Dad’s place with a rare
Model 1899 Savage. Dad
liked and did well with
Savage rifles. Dad was re-
ally fussy about condition.
The price was $2,200. The
seller would not budge.
Dad passed on it.

Sometime later, Tom
from  West  Lebanon
stopped to see Dad. Dad
told Tom about the 1899
and how clean it was. Tom
listened and, knowing how
accurate my father’s de-
scription would be, said,
“Arnold, buy the rifle and
I’ll give you a $100 profit.”

Dad, “I wouldn’t sell
such a rare gun for a $100

profit”

Instead of an
old saying, 1 of-
fer a short story.
My father Ar-
nold could be
very hardheaded.
In the 1980s, he
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New York City based
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www.angelomusco.com
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Narcan and fentanyl
tests available at HCRS —

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Health Care and Reha-
bilitation Services (HCRS)
is pleased to announce
the availability of Narcan
(naloxone), and fentanyl
and xylazine test strips at
its three regional offices.
These life-saving items are
available to all residents
of Windsor or Windham
counties at no charge, em-
phasizing the agency’s com-
mitment to the wellbeing
and safety of those in need.
According to the Vermont
Department of Health, there
were 231 confirmed opioid-
related overdose deaths
in 2023. Notably, opioid-

related fatalities accounted
for about 90% of all drug
overdose deaths in the state
last year. The data indicates
that fentanyl was involved
in 95% of these fatalities,
underscoring the continu-
ing dangers associated with
opioid use. Additionally, the
rising involvement of other
substances, such as cocaine
and xylazine, highlights the
complexity of the current
drug landscape.

Narcan is a life-saving
medication that rapidly re-
verses opioid overdoses.
Easy to administer to some-
one who has overdosed,
Narcan provides a critical

-
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tool to intervene and save
the lives of people af-
fected by substance use.
Fentanyl and xylazine
test strips are quick and
simple to use, empower-
ing people to make in-
formed decisions, reduc-
ing the risk of accidental
overdose.

Community mem-
bers are encouraged to
pick up Narcan and test
strips during the agency’s
regular business hours,
Monday-Friday,  from
8:30 am. - 5 p.m. HCRS’
regional offices are lo-
cated at 49 School Street
in Hartford, 390 River
Street in  Springfield,
and 51 Fairview Street in
Brattleboro.

For those who prefer a
more discreet option, you
can call ahead for pickup
arrangements.

George Karabakakis,
HCRS CEO, states, “We
believe in a nonjudgmen-
tal approach to substance
use. Our primary focus
is to support individu-
als and families in our
community, ensuring
they have access to the
resources they need to

stay safe”
For more information
about HCRS services,

or to arrange for discreet
pickup, please visit www.
hers.org, or call 802-886-
4500.
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FOOD SHELF™

BLACK RIVER GOOD
NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday,

10 AM-3 PM

Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

“We are here to hely”

Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth
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HCRS welcomes new

staff in November

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Health Care and Re-

habilitation Services
(HCRS), southeastern
Vermont’s community

mental health agency,
is pleased to announce
the appointment of six
new professionals from
the month of Novem-
ber, whose talents will
augment HCRS’ services
across Windham and
Windsor counties.

HCRS welcomes
the following new em-
ployees: Michael Terry,
residential specialist in
Springfield; Luis Oles,
case manager I in Brat-
tleboro; Amy Pandolfi,
clinician I in Springfield; >
Melissa Dickerson, office
generalist in Hartford;
Murphy Smith, IFBS
program coordinator in
Springtield; and Coley
Hapeman, school-based
area manager in Spring-
field.

These new hires will sup-
port the nonprofit agency’s
team of more than 550 staff
providing comprehensive
mental health, substance

New HCRS staff members hired in November.

PHOTO PROVIDED

use, and developmental
disability programs, which
serve more than 4,000 peo-
ple annually across south-
eastern Vermont.

Home heating assistance

for cancer patients

REGION - The Can- home heating assistance.

cer Patient Support Through funds donated by
Foundation (CPSF) is Bourne’s Energy, CPSF was
pleased to announce able to form the Bourne’s

that a new special fund
has been created to sup-
port Vermont cancer
patients who are seeking

Energy Home Heating
Fund, which will provide
financial assistance to
Vermont cancer patients

GREATER FALLS
I N S U RA N C E serving VT and NH since 1996

W‘W

Home « Auto « Farm « Business « Motorcycle - Recreational Vehicles

7190 US Route 5 « Westminster, Vermont 05158

802-463-1900 - www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

1,010 xigarin szntg,,

Greenfield, MA
329 Conway Street

@ Hearing testing
and hearing care
for our
community

@ We use an
evidence-based

(413) 7735119 approach
@We listen to your
Brattleboro, VT -
130 Austine Drive @ We keep up with
(802) 254-3922 new technology
Swanzey, NH @We.what we
217 Old Homestead Hwy do!
(603) 3543325 ’

www.brattleborohearing.com
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beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

NS S Lo,
YELECTRIC 2

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com - info@llelectricservices.com

15 Barker St. Tel: 802-460-3479
Bellows Falls, VT 05101 Fax: 802-460-3480

and their families for their
home heating needs. Pa-
tients do not need to be a
customer of Bourne’s Ener-
gy to receive support from
this special fund.

“Almost all Vermonters
know someone who has
felt the effects of cancer,
noted Jim Kurrle, gen-
eral manager at Bourne’s
Energy. “Having a warm
home all winter long is
not something that should
cross the minds of cancer
patients and their families.
Our goal with this fund is
to reduce the financial bur-
den at a time when they
need it most, so they can
focus on the things that
matter most. Were proud
to partner with CPSF to
ensure Vermonters get the
assistance they need year-
round”

“CPSF is grateful for this
partnership with Bourne’s
Energy;,” states executive
director Sarah Wallace-
Brodeur, “especially as we
are heading into the winter
months, when the home
heating needs increase
for our patients. Partner-
ing with a business in the
community who is there to
support our patients dur-
ing one of the most chal-
lenging times in their lives
means so much to us and
the patients we serve.”

For media inquiries, con-
tact Sarah Wallace-Bro-
deur, executive director, at
swallace-brodeur@cpsfvt.
org or 802-488-5495; and
April Merrill, marketing
director, Bourne’s Energy,
at april.merrill@bournes.
net.
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Edith L. Cole, 1955-2024

CHESTER, Vt. - Edith
Louise “Edie Lou” Cole,
born on April 18, 1955, in
Springfield, Vt., peacefully
passed away on Dec. 10,
2024, at the age of 69.

Edie was a loving daugh-
ter, devoted wife, cherished
mother, and grandmother.
Edie’s legacy is one of love
and kindness. She was pre-
deceased by her parents Car-
rie May Johnson and Rich-
ard Lee Warren of Chester,
Vt. Edie is survived by her
beloved husband Calvin
Cole; her sister Janet Curri-
er; her three children Heath
Cole and his wife Libby,
with their children William
and Sofia; Loren Cole and
his wife Michelle, with their
sons Carter and Hudson;
and Shawna Pailley and her
husband Scott, with their
son Jacob.

Edie graduated from
Green Mountain Union
High School in 1973. She
dedicated her career as busi-
ness manager for several
supervisory school districts,
including Windham South-
east Supervisory Union,
Ludlow-Mount Holly Union

Edith Cole, 1955-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Unified School District, and
Mountain Views Supervi-
sory Union, retiring from
Bellows Falls Union High
School District.

Known for her infectious
spirit, Edie had an extraor-
dinary ability to light up any
room. Her warm smile and
heartfelt conversations made
her a beloved friend to many.
Edie Lou will be deeply
missed by all who knew her.

A private family service
will be held to honor her
memory.

Davis Memorial Chapel is
assisting with the arrange-
ments.

Tyson Community Church, Corner of Rt. 100 and

Dublin Rd.

Come celebrate Christmas on Dec 22, at 5 p.m. Hear the
Christmas story and sing your favorite Christmas carols
with Pastor Terry Bascom and musician Erik Johansson.
Hot chocolate, cookies, and fellowship afterwards.

United Church of Ludlow, 48 Pleasant Street

Join the United Church of Ludlow for a Christmas Eve
service of candles and carols on Tuesday, Dec. 24, at 6
p.m. The United Church of Ludlow strives to live God's
message of inclusive love through Jesus Christ in our
community, nation, and world. All are welcome here.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 33 Fairgrounds Rd.

Please join us for Christmas service on Dec. 24, at 4 p.m.

Weathersfield Church, 79 Center Church Rd.

Join the annual Christmas Eve candlelight service and
carol sing-alongs on Tuesday, Dec. 24, at 4 p.m.,

at the Weathersfield Church and Meeting House in
Weathersfield Center. All are welcome. The event is free,
and will feature readings along with Christmas carols and
additional songs sung by the Clear Springs Choir. For
more information, call 802-263-9394.

First Congregational Church of Westminster, 3470

US Route 5

Join us for a Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24, at 5:30
p.m. This Service starts as candlelight. We will sing
favorite Christmas hymns, and there will be a children’s
message. The Rev. Richard O’Donnell will lead the service.
We welcome all people to join us.

45 TAYLOR HILL
ATHENS, VT 05143

802-869-2905

T AYLOR EXCAVATING LLp

TRUCKING & EXCAVATING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS, LAND CLEARINGS, DRIVEWAYS
COMPLETE HOUSE SITES
LANDSCAPING, WALL BUILDING
LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

DAN

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

802-289-1508

Judith Edwards, 2024

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Ju-
dith Edwards, who lived in
Springfield, Vt., until 2021,
died recently at her resi-
dence in Brattleboro.

Since moving to Spring-
field in 2000, Judy has been
active in many organiza-
tions in the town. She was
a school board member and
then director, was elected to
the board of civil author-
ity, and ran the series “All
About People” on SAPA
TV. During that period, she
also performed as a singer
with the Ascutney Trio, and
continued her large psycho-
therapy practice, with offic-
es in downtown Springfield
for many years.

Judy grew up in Glendale
and La Canada, Calif. Af-
ter a year at the University
of California at Berkeley,
she headed east to pursue a
career in opera and theater.
She studied voice privately,
and graduated from The
Neighborhood Playhouse
School of Theater in New
York. She met and mar-
ried music critic Conrad
Osborne while performing
in Lake George, N.Y., and
while raising their three
children she directed a chil-
dren’s theater school and
group called Imagination,
where very young children,
including her own, impro-
vised plays that Judy then
scripted and directed.

Judy returned to school
at City College, where she
earned a bachelor’s degree
in English (magna cum
laude) and a master’s de-
gree in creative writing,
before moving in 1972 to
Cambridge, Vt. Judy and
her children began a whole
new lifestyle on a farm
while Judy also taught at
Johnson State College and
ran the Imagination Play-
ers, a troupe of professional
actors performing plays
and musicals that Judy
wrote, supported by the
Vermont Council on the
Arts. She reviewed plays
and musical performances
for Vermont newspapers
and Musical America Mag-
azine, and wrote several
features for Vermont Life.
She then moved on to a
position teaching theater at
Florida International Uni-

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish
Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT
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Judith Edwards, 2024.
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versity in Miami, where she
also wrote and performed
her first one-woman show;
“The Women of Ibsen and
Strindberg” This was fol-
lowed by another stint in
the New York area, teach-
ing at The New York School
of Musical Theater, Hof-
stra  University, and the
Emma Willard School in
Troy, N.Y., along with wide
touring for additional one-
woman shows.

At age 50, with all chil-
dren grown up and grand-
children on the horizon,
Judy decided to go back to
school for her “retirement
career. She earned an MSW
from the Hunter School of
Social Work in Manhattan,
and began a thriving ther-
apy practice in New York,
before moving back to Ver-
mont in 2000 and opening
a practice in Springfield.
She also continued her
work as a teacher in Ver-
mont, with seven courses
at Usher/Dartmouth on
literature and history, pre-
senting material that she
also published in middle
school books on her two
great historical passions -
The Lewis and Clark Trail
and the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps.

Judy is survived by her
children Christopher Os-
borne (Marcia), Lauren Os-
borne (Robert Lieberman),
and Melissa Osborne; and
by grandchildren Carolyn
and Clifford Osborne, Ben-
jamin, Martha, and Aaron
Lieberman, William Var-
ble, and Thomas Gressier.
No funeral service will be
held, but a local memorial
service will be held in the
spring, date and time to be
announced.

David Chaves
EXCAVATING

Family Owned & Opernated Scuce 1950
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Robert H. Larson Jr.,

1954-2024

LUDLOW, Vt. - Robert
Harry Larson Jr., formerly
of Ludlow, Vt., passed away
suddenly at Brookwood Es-
tates in Springfield, Vt., on
Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. Rob-
ert was born April 10,1954,
to Patricia and Robert Lar-
son, of Red Bank, N.J.

Bob spent his life working
as a self-employed electri-
cian and property mainte-
nance caretaker, and was
a longtime foster parent
to many children over the
years. He enjoyed helping
others when he could, and
took pride in his work as a
caretaker.

He is survived by his two
sisters Lori Moore (Ron)
and Linda Wilson (Gary);
and a brother Keith Larson
(Joan); along with three
sons Shawn Larson (Amy),
of Acworth N.H., Jamie Lar-
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Robert Larson Jr., 1954-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

son (Alexis), of Ludlow, Vt.,
and Jackson Larson, also
of Ludlow, Vt; and three
grandchildren.

There will be no services
at this time, and a graveside
memorial service will be
scheduled in the spring at a
later date.

Davis Memorial Chapel is
assisting with the arrange-
ments.

Bruce A. Orchitt, 1952-2024 2=

CHESTER, Vt. - Bruce Al-
exander Orchitt, 72, passed
away on Dec. 9, 2024, in his
Chester home, where he was
lovingly cared for by family.
Cancer treatment over the
past two years took its toll,
but Bruce chose to live fully
and work up until his body
simply couldn’t anymore.

He was born on July 19,
1952, the fifth child of Ger-
trude Pohjonen and father
John “Jack” Orchitt, who
died in a construction ac-
cident when Bruce was only
2. Gertrude then married
Charles Lamson, who Bruce
knew and loved as Dad.
He attended the Peaseville
one-room schoolhouse, and
then Chester High School.
His youth was spent work-
ing alongside Charlie, dusk
to dawn, on the East Hill
dairy farm he called home.
From the age of 10, Bruce
was  second-in-command
to his dad Charlie, helping
with chores, milking cows,
haying, driving, and fixing
tractors.

In 1970, just out of high
school, Bruce enlisted in
the Air Force, where he
developed his knack for
all things mechanical. On
March 23, 1975, he married
Karen Ann Wright, who
stood by his side for nearly
50 years. He continued as a
heavy equipment operator
throughout his life, logging,
excavating, and field and
roadside mowing. He was
gifted mechanically, and
able to fix most anything,
only occasionally relying
on a few expert friends
when he was in a predica-
ment. When treatment left
him too weak, he resorted
to giving repair instruction
over the phone - he deemed
himself the “armchair me-
chanic”

His lifelong passion was

deer hunting and the out-
doors. Bruce had an un-
canny ability to track in the
woods. Many preseason
hours were spent discuss-
ing and strategizing for
the upcoming season. You
didn't get married, have a
kid, or die during hunting
season. That would be sac-
rilege. Late in life, Bruce re-
discovered snowmobiling,
and spent hours enjoying
VAST trails with brothers
Danny and Joey, who made
amends for the many times
Bruce fixed their sleds as
kids, only to have them take
off and break them again.
Bruce was able to talk
with anyone, finding com-
mon interests and quickly
building lasting friendships.
He learned from his mom
how to burn up a phone
line, so if you were a friend,
the calls were lasting, too.

He is survived by his wife
Karen; their children Jes-
sica (Chad Free), Jeremey
(Dawn), and Jason (Kayla);
his grandchildren Tristen
Free, Lucas, Kaarina, Char-
lotte Orchitt, and Aria Or-
chitt; his surviving siblings
Margaret (Alden), Daniel
(Erin), and Joseph (Nina);
along with nieces, nephews,
and dear friends.

He is preceded in death by
his parents; Mummu; sib-
lings Bobby, Rachel, Bernie,
and Johnny; his niece An-
gela; and his granddaughter
Freya.

He will be remembered as
cherished husband, loving
dad, beloved brother, and
his greatest role ever: proud
papa to the grandchildren
he loved.

A memorial celebra-
tion will be held on Satur-
day, Dec. 21, at Andover
Community Church, 928
Weston-Andover Road, An-
dover, Vt.

OBITUARIES: A basic 200-word obituary is $75, and $0.50
per word thereafter. A black and white photo is an additional
$10. Email to editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday at 12 p.m.
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DEC. 19 -

LUDLOW, Vt. - Fletcher
Memorial Library will
hold a Winter Ornaments
Crafternoon for kids in
grades K-6 on Thursday,
Dec. 19, from 3:30-4:30
p.m. There is no better
time to create sparkly and
fabulous decorations for
your home or to give as
gifts. Come to the library
to make a one-of-a-kind
ornament.

SUNDAYS -

PLYMOUTH, Vt. — The
Plymouth Historical Society
will be open for winter
hours on the first and third
Sundays for the months

of January-April. Hours

will be 2to 4 p.m., in the
former Plymouth Elementary
School, on Route 100 in

Plymouth, Vt. Watch for the
“Open” flag.

MONDAYS -

WALPOLE, N.H. — Meeting
of Alcoholics Anonymous on
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in St.
John’s Parish Hall, Walpole.

WESTON, Vt. - Bingo is
Monday nights at 7 p.m.
at the Weston Rod & Gun
Club, 982 Route 100,
1.5 miles north of Weston
Village. All are welcome.

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. = On
Mondays at 6:15 p.m.,

join Mikayla for a yoga
class. Email mikaylo@
mikaylasmantra.net

to register. Visit www.
dgbodyworks.com for more
information. Private classes
are available.

LUDLOW, Vt. = Zumba
classes, Mondays at 9:30
a.m. at the Spring House
at Jackson Gore. All
fitness levels welcome. Calll
802-228-1419 for more

information.

LUDLOW, Vt. — Aquatic
Aerobics, Mondays at
10:35 a.m. at the Spring
House at Jackson Gore. Calll
802-228-1419 for more

information.

TUESDAYS -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Come check out TOPS -
Take Off Pounds Sensibly.
We are a nonjudgmental,
affordable, and supportive
weight loss group. The first
visit is free. All are welcome;
youth must be at least 9 to
attend and have parental

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT PROBATE DIVISION
Windsor Unit Docket No.: 24-PR-04039
Inre ESTATE of : Leslie A. Bard
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the Creditors of: leslie A Bard

late of Ludlow

Decedent

Dated:

Decedent’s Town of Residence

| have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims against the decedent or the
estate must present their claims in writing within four (4) months of the first publication of this notice.
The claim must be presented to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The
claim may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.

Signature of Fr'duci?ry

, |

Name of Publication:

Publication Date:

Name of Probate Court:
Address of Probate Court:

/ / / A 7 i
VI . {
2/ial124 /7/‘/v" (7N
J
Executor/Administrator Mailing Address
Michell Bard c/o Parker & Ankuda P.C., P.O. Box 519
Phone Number Email City, State, Zip
802-3%6=5685 Springfield VT 05156
EREEEN
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Vermont Superior Court, Windsor County, Probate Division

12 The Green

Woodstock VT 05091

permission. Meetings are
every Tuesday at 25 Cherry
Hill in Bellows Falls. Weigh-
ins start at 5 p.m.

LUDLOW, Vt. - Fletcher
Memorial Library will
hold an infant and
toddler playground every
Tuesday, from 10:30 a.m.
- 12 p.m., every Tuesday,
from December-March.
Playgroup is the perfect
place for infants and
toddlers to explore, learn,
and grow together. Give
your child the opportunity
to make new friends and
develop important social
skills in a group while you
connect with other parents
and caregivers, share
experiences, and build a
supportive community.

W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. -
Burger night is held every
Tuesday, from 5-7 p.m.,

at the West Townshend
Country Store, 6573
Vermont Route 30, West
Townshend, Vt. There will
be live music provided by

a different local artist each
week. For more information,
visit www.westtownshend.
org, call 802-874-4800,
email info@westtownshend.
org, or message the store on
Facebook.

WEDNESDAYS -
CHESTER, Vt. — Knitting with
Friends at Six Loose Ladies
on the Chester Common,
Wednesdays, from 10 a.m.
o noon.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Knitting Together, every
Wednesday, 1-3 p.m., at
Village Square Booksellers,
knitting hats and mittens for
our school kids. We provide
yarn, some direction,

and an enjoyable visit.
Acrylic yarn donations

are always welcome. For
more information, contact

Caroline at 802-463-4653.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

41
DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate € € Challenging
€ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

King Crossword
ACROSS T2 B+ 5 6 |7 |s 5 [0 11
Nuisance
5 Emmy winner
Alan
9 Blond shade
12 Actor Epps
13 — -do-well
9 6 3 14 Female rabbit
15 Biscuit type >
17 Poetic tribute
9 18 Big bargains
19 Himalayan
7 3 land
21 Baseball's
Cobb
22 Meager
24 Boxing arbi-
5 ters
27 Hasten
28 Flintstones'
1 3 pet 54 55 56
31 Capote nick-
6 name 51 Calendar abbr. 7 "Lion" star 29 French diarist
32 Very long 52 Sandwich Patel Anais
time treat 8 Stadium 30 Feedbag tid-
6 8 33 ltinerary word 53 Exploits 9 Like some bit
34 Long tale 54 Away from parents 35 Hydrocarbon
36 Boring routine WSW 10 Fizzy drink suffix
37 Superman's 55 Canine cry 11 Cad 37 Didn't lag
alias 56 Section 16 Devious 39 Shill
38 Alphabetized 20 Conclusion 40 French pro-
list DOWN 22 Crazy Horse, noun
40 Yours truly 1 Seed holders for one 41 Sea eagle
Lauder of 2 Send forth 23 Penny 42 Any time now
cosmetics 3 Stuffing herb 24 ACLU con- 43 L-Q bridge
43 Tyke 4 Goodies cerns 44 Tower city
47 Marseilles 5 Picnic inter- 25 Time line peri- 45 Always
monarch lopers od 46 Try out
48 Relating to 6 Maui memen- 26 Escapee 49 Raw rock
the intellect to 27 Roll call reply 50 Solidify
© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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LEGAL NOTICES

LUDLOW, Vt. - Fletcher
Memorial Library will hold
winfer story time every
Wednesday, from 10:30-
11 a.m., from December-
March. Best suited for ages
5 and under. Story Time is
a wonderful weekly routine
to establish with your
young child. Each week
focuses on early literacy
activities, stories, songs,
and ends with a craft or
science exploration. It is a
great opportunity for your
child to socialize and meet
new friends, and for adult
caregivers fo connect.

LUDLOW, Vt. - Yoga with
strength, balonce, and
meditation on Wednesdays,
at 10 a.m., af Black River

Senior Center. Call Lori at
603-401-8123 fo register.

THURSDAYS -

TYSON, Vt. - The Tyson
Ladies Aid Library
Association meets the first
Thursday of each month,
typically at the Tyson Library.
Lunch is served at 11:30
a.m. and meetings start

at noon. New potential
members are always
welcome. Please call Janine
Norman at 802-228-8764
for more information or fo
verify meeting location.

CHESTER, Vt. = Knit Knite

at Six Loose Ladies on the
Chester Common Thursdays,
from 5-8 p.m., and via
Zoom, from 7-8 p.m.

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Support group for parents
of pregnancy and infant
loss on the first Thursday of
the month, from 6-7 p.m.,
at Springfield Area Parent
Child Center, 6 Main Street
in North Springfield. For
details or to register, emaiil
dominiquer@sapcc-vt.org
or call 802-886-5242 ext.
258.

WALPOLE, N.H. -
Alcoholics Anonymous
women's meeting, a
12-step recovery program

for women who have a
desire fo stop drinking, is
happening every Thursday
at 6 p.m. at the St. John’s
Episcopal Church at the
corner of Westminster and
Elm streets in Walpole, N.H.
For more information, call

Viva at 802-732-8330.

LUDLOW, Vt. — Certified
instructor Helena Wu will
teach tai chi classes every
Thursday, from 9-10 a.m.,
at the Black River Valley
Senior Center, 10 High
Street in Ludlow. Classes are
free, and are limited to 10
participants. Registration
is required. For more
information, contact the
Senior Center at 802-228-
7421, or Helena Wu at
802-289-7369.

FRIDAYS -

CHESTER, Vt. — Alcoholics
Anonymous meetings held
every Friday at 6:30 p.m. at
St. Joseph'’s Church, located
at 96 South Main Street

in Chester. If you have a
problem with alcohol, this is
an understanding place to
come fo.

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. -
Main Street Arts, 35

Main Street, will hold the
“Originals & Traditionals”
Open Mic Night on the
fourth Friday of every
month, from 7-9 p.m.,
hosted by musician Putnam
Smith. Sign-ups begin at
6:30 p.m. All material
should be original or
“traditional” (i.e., in the
public domain). Each
performer can perform two
songs or up to 10 minufes,
whichever comes first. If
you have any questions,
please contact Smith at
putnamsmith@gmail.com.

SATURDAYS -

LUDLOW, Vt. = Zumba
classes, Saturdays at 9
a.m. at the Spring House
at Jackson Gore. All
fitness levels welcome. Calll
802-228-1419 for more

information.

a job—it’s your future!

Positions Available:

FT & PT Police Officers

Cemetery Sexton

PT Tax Office Clerk
Fire Chief

tomorrow!

Charlestown NH

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN, NH
We’re Hiring! Join Our Team Today!

Looking for a career with great Pay & Benefits?
Look no further!

Come work for the Town of Charlestown!

We're seeking motivated, passionate individuals to join our
team. With competitive pay, excellent health and dental
benefits, retirement plans, and more, this is more than just

Water/Waste Water Licensed Superintendent

Highway Dept. Driver/Equipment Operator/Laborer
Transfer Station Attendant

Deputy Building Inspector

Don’t miss out! Start your career with us today.
Apply now and take the first step toward a brighter

For more information Visit www.charlestown-nh.gov, click
on Volunteer & Employment. Application available on
the website or come in to the Town Office at 233 Main St.
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Dear Editor,

The most recent animal
cruelty atrocities, which were
documented by a federal in-
spector at the Vermont Pack-
inghouse in North Springfield,
Vt., should result in criminal
charges of cruelty to animals
against the slaughter plant
and the “third-party” truck
driver, especially considering
the plants previous bad acts
against animals (VTDigger:
“Investigation probes truck
driver’s alleged inhumane
treatment of pigs at North
Springfield slaughterhouse” -
Dec. 9,2024).

Many people will recall the
2009 case of cruelty to new-
born calves at the Bushway
Packing slaughterhouse in
Grand Isle, Vt. Undercover
video showed workers at
Bushway kicking, shocking,
and even throwing these in-

Dear Editor,

So many people lack em-
pathy towards wild animals
who are simply trying to
survive. We all know what
it’s like when we miss a meal:
our bellies rumble, and we
might even get lightheaded.
Many of us are lucky enough
to be able to reach into the
fridge and quickly satisfy
that hunger. Imagine be-
ing a wild animal who can
only feed itself and its young
by foraging, scavenging, or
hunting with its mouth or
claws - no guns, no cross-
bows, no traps, no full belly
to fuel your hunt.

Let’s pretend were a coyote
for just a minute. You want to
hunt for mice or groundhogs
in a field, but farmers shoot
you. You may want to scav-
enge on a deer carcass, but
you'll be accused by hunters
of killing the deer. You'll even
settle for fallen apples on the
ground, but a landowner will
accuse you of being rabid be-
cause you were seen during
the day. Pet food left outside
is super yummy, and when

fant animals off the transport
truck when they were too
weak to walk. Further cruel-
ties, including animals being
skinned while still conscious,
caused significant embarrass-
ment for Vermont’s agricul-
tural industry and true public
outrage. Bushway was perma-
nently shuttered by orders of
the state and federal govern-
ments, and its owner and an-
other worker were criminally
charged and convicted of ani-
mal cruelty.

While there is no video -
no doubt a relief to both the
plants owner and the state
agricultural ~department -
showing the cruelties endured
by the animals at the Ver-
mont Packinghouse, there is
evidence by way of an official
written report from an eye-
witness, who is also a federal
inspector.

you show up in someone’s
backyard at night, you’ll be
accused of stalking people’s
dogs. Hunting in the woods
for squirrels and chipmunks
is great, but if a hunter sees
you, he'll kill you just for the
fun of it and under the flawed
assumption that he’s “manag-
ing” the coyote population.
And, yes, coyotes do kill
deer, but not nearly as many
as theyre accused of. And
each time they hunt deer,
they are putting their lives
at risk. A coyote can easily
suffer from a broken back or
legs from just one strong kick
by a deer. Life is not easy.
Coyotes don’t seek to be
cruel, however, man certain-
ly does. Coyotes are lured to
baited leghold traps and left
to suffer for a day or longer
before being killed by the
trapper. They are shot over
bait piles, even in the middle
of night and during times of
year when theyre nursing
their pups. They are chased
for miles by packs of hounds
before being killed. Their
lifeless bodies are nailed

There is no murkiness about
who should seek justice for the
animals who were document-
ed being treated so cruelly at
the Vermont Packinghouse
in North Springfield. It clearly
falls on the shoulders of the
police department. The Ver-
mont Agency of Agriculture,
Food & Markets (VAAFM)
has no enforcement power in
this case, but, as Scott Water-
man of the VAAFM pointed
out, the agency “supports
good investigations and sub-
sequent criminal prosecution
whenever the facts warrant it”
The Vermont Humane Feder-
ation hopes that the evidence
gathered by the federal inspec-
tor with the USDA is honored,
and that charges are filed.

Sincerely,

Jackie Stanley

President, Vermont Humane
Federation

to trees or strung across
fences — obvious displays of
white-hot contempt by hunt-
ers. No other wild animal is
treated so horribly, all under
the watch of Vermont Fish &
Wildlife.

This holiday season, lets
find it in ourselves to show
compassion for some of the
most unfairly maligned and
misunderstood animals -
coyotes.

Sincerely,

Jane Fitzwilliam

Putney, Vt.

Vermont Coyote Coexis-
tence Coalition Lead
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Dear
friends,
“Supporting the
community” has been
our guiding light and
motto from the begin-

community

ning, and especially
throughout the past
year.

For flood victims,
Black River Good
Neighbor Services
(BRGNS) has been

instrumental in as-
sisting those folks to
work their way back
to “normal” and we
continue to do so to
this day. Disaster and
destruction from fires,
accidents, and loss of
income and food are all
challenges that come in
many forms, and when
folks look for help,
they come through our
doors.

For those who can’t
make ends meet, feed-
ing folks remains the
mainstay of what we
do, and that takes
many forms as well.
As a network member
of the Vermont Food
Bank, our food shelf
stays well stocked for
individuals and fami-
lies, who look to us to
keep necessary meals
on their tables.

For those who may
be isolated or need a
meal, we provide three
free monthly com-
munity meals with an
ever-increasing atten-

dance. It's an atmosphere
of warm and welcoming
homemade food together
with socialization for many
for whom this event is their
only “meal out” A heart-
warming program that truly
does support the commu-
nity.

For families dealing with
Alzheimer’s or other forms
of dementia, we provide a
free monthly memory cafe.
Led by trained leaders for
caregivers and their loved
ones, the cafe offers social-
ization, education, activi-
ties, and much-needed sup-
port. A safe, compassionate,
and supportive program.

For volunteers who will-
ingly and lovingly provide

critical assistance on be-
half of Black River Good
Neighbor Services, includ-
ing our community meals,
memory cafe, rummage
sales, food shelf, thrift store,
board membership, Meals
on Wheels deliveries, and
furniture and trash pickups.
Volunteers keep us going.
And, so very important,
for the community that
values and trusts our work,
enabling us to continue
supporting those who need
help. For that we are truly
grateful.
Sincerely,
Krey Kellington
Black River Good Neigh-
bor Services Executive Di-
rector

BARTENDER

Experienced Vermont Licensed Bartender;
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Must be able to

operate POS system; cleaning, closing,
and duties as assigned.

Drop off Resume or Applications to
American Legion, Post 37,
42 Rockingham St., Bellows Falls, Vt. Leave in
sealed envelope c/o Pete Squires - Commander.

Shawntae Webb
Publisher; Ad Designer
publisher@vermontjournal.com
ads@vermontjournal.com

Joe McCaffrey
Sales Representative
sales@vermontjournal.com

Art Crafts Gifts

GALLERY AT THE VAULT

Art Crafts Gifts & Workshops

68 Main St., Springfield 802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7

Register for Workshops & Shop Online
www.galleryvault.org

Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends
1/4/25 & 1/11/25 $275, Includes materials.

Painting the Winter Landscape in Watercolor
with Rob O’Brien, 1/11/25 9:30-4 $85

Chinese Calligraphy with Jonathan Root
1/25/25 $38. (Material Fee: $5)

Calligraphy with Love with Jorika Stockwell
2/8/25 $40.

Open Wall: Glistening Wonders
(01/15/25-TFN - 13)

Builders/Contractors

DCI CONCEPTS
DESIGN - BUILD - REMODEL

A family business first. Our projects are held fo a higher stan-
dard starting from the very first phone call fo the final walk-
through. Our team will impress you with professionalism, qual-
ity, and integrity.

6 Andover St. Ludlow, VT

802-461-3573

dci@dciconcepts.com
(11/05/25 - 52)

Nick Giberti
Ediitor, Calendar of Events
. editor@vermontjournal.com
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Electrician
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC KJ ELECTRIC LLC

“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restorations on
up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our clients can
expect professionalism, proficiency, customer care, and quality.
Calloremail foday at 802-376-3275 edwin.mortensen@gmail.com.

Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/19/25- 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing. finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville.
802-558-5267.

(02/12/25-13)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER
Painting Interior and Exterior

All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well
802-263-9693 rogcaw@msn.com

Roger, Perkinsville, VT
(12/05/25 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC

Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
10am-6pm.

(08/13/25-TFN - 52)

802-428-6224

kjelectric63@gmail.com

Chester, VT

Licensed and Insured

Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/29/25 - 52)

Life Skills Coaching
TOM SALMON CPA, MA

Call or text today if you need private, anonymous guidance
and mentoring fo get a grip on an issue you have been avoid-
ing. Health, Finances, Career, Family Tension, Booze/Drugs.
Take a few key steps to get things on track. The first of which is

to call or text 802-535-1555 today, or go to TheFlatTable.com.
(04/09/25 - 26)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates.
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or

stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com.
(02/19/25-13)

Tools

$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$

PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(12/18/24-13)
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How to make an offer on a house

REGION - Buying a home
in today’s market will likely
require you to make an of-
fer on more than one home.
In fact, 42% of buyers who
make an offer on a home do
so multiple times before suc-
ceeding in buying one, ac-
cording to the Zillow Group
Consumer Housing Trends
Report 2021.

Competing against other
buyers can be an emotional
experience, especially if
youre doing it for the first
time. If this is your first
time buying - or if it's been
a while since you bought a
house - here’s an overview
of how the process will typi-
cally unfold.

Steps to putting an offer
on a house

First, find the right home
and determine if the home
fits your budget. Do you
have enough for the down
payment? Can you afford
the estimated monthly pay-
ment on the home? Most

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

mortgage lenders will in-
clude property taxes and
homeowners insurance in
your monthly payment, so
be sure to take them into ac-
count. If you're in a planned
community or condomini-
um, add in any homeowner
association dues.

Then compare the home
price to other recent sales of
similar homes nearby. Have
your real estate agent run
“comps,” or comparisons,
which will show you what
similar homes in the area
are selling for and/or have
sold for in the recent past.
The comps will give you a
feel for whether the seller is
asking a reasonable price for
the home.

Determine your offer
price, contingencies, and
timeline. In a competitive
market where multiple of-
fers are submitted, these
things can be the deciding
factors in whether your offer
is accepted. If you're buying

in a seller’s market, be sure
to ask your agent for in-
sights on what could make
your offer more attractive to
the sellers whose home you
want to buy.

If you need room to nego-
tiate, make your offer lower
than the maximum price
you're willing or able to pay.
In a seller's market, where
homes are selling quickly
and over list price, that may
mean shopping for listings
below what you can afford.

The next step is to draft
and submit your offer. Your
offer should be in the form
of a purchase and sale agree-
ment. Your agent will draft
this for you, and you’ll sign
or esign before it’s submit-
ted.

The purchase and sale
agreement becomes legally
binding if the seller accepts
your offer. At that point,
youre buying a house, and
the purchase and sale con-
tract will become a key part
of the paperwork that guides
the sale.

Upon reviewing your of-

fer, the seller might accept
your offer as-is, decline the
offer altogether, or counter
the offer to start the nego-
tiating process. If the seller
accepts your offer, they will
sign the purchase and sale
contract. If they decline
your offer, negotiations end.
If they counter by offering
terms, you can either accept
some or all of their counter-
offer, or counter back.

Once both parties agree
to the deal - including price,
inspection, negotiated re-
pairs, closing date, etc. — the
contract is updated accord-
ingly, the home is officially
“under contract, and the
listing will typically show the
sale as “pending” Assuming
all goes well with contin-
gencies and financing, and
depending on your closing
date, you’ll be a homeowner
in about 30-45 days.

Once you are under con-
tract, it will be difficult to
back out of the deal other
than through a contingency
clause in the contract. Such
contingencies include things
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&VALLEY p=

REAL ESTATE SERVICES =

The “Treehouse” is ona
.52+/- acre lot in the West
Village Area. This Three
Bedroom and 2.5 Bath
Home features lots of

® windows and mountain
views.Deeded access to
Okemo’s Sachem Trail.
Contact Listing Agent Ty
Murray at 802-777-8047
for more info.

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation
www.KelleyRealEstate.com

802-228-5333

MARY W DAVIS

REALTOR & ASSOCIATES

HELPING YOU MAKE MEMORIES SINCE 1958

802.228.8811
info@davisandcompany.com

www.okemorealestate.com

¢ : Tyleen Murray, Broker
—— REALTOR ®
802.777.8047
Ty@KelleyRealEstate.com

Kelley Real Estate

In the Heart of the Okemo Valley
72-B Pond Street, Ludlow, VT 05149
www.KelleyRealEstate.com

THM

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
129 Lincoln Avenue, Suite A » Manchester Center, VT 05255
(802) 362-4663 « Fax (802) 362-6330 « TDD 1-800-545-1833 EXT. 326 OR 175

CHESTER APARTMENTS
CHESTER, VERMONT

Apartments Available:
One Bedroom Upstairs Unit

This housing complex is designed for anyone 62 years
of age or older or disabled of any age.

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenant Use Only
Income Guidelines Do Apply

THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-367-5252 802-367-5251
Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

We do not discriminate against tenant applications on the basis of race, color, national origin, refigion,
sex, familial status, age, creed, gender identity, gender related characteristic or because a person intends

10 occupy & dwelling unit with one or more minor children or because a person is a reciplent of public

: assistance, sexual orientation, marital status or disability.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
S THM is an equal opportunity provider and employer

THM

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
129 Lincoln Avenue, Suite A » Manchester Center, VT 05255
[802) 362-4663 = Fax (802} 362-6330 » TDD 1-800-545-1833 EXT, 326 OR 175

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY
ONE & TWO-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only
USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-367-5252
802-367-5251
Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326
We do not discriminate against tenant applications on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion,

sex, familial status, age, creed, gender identity, gender related characteristic or because a person intends
10 occupy a dwelling unit with one or more minor children or because a person is a recipient of public

assistance, sexual orientation, marital status or disability. -
@« L/ A9

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
s THM is an equal opportunity provider and employer

like inspections, clear own-
ership records, and the abil-
ity to secure financing, all
of which have to align with
a timeline for getting them
done.

If, for example, you in-
cluded a contingency for a
home inspection that will
take place within two weeks,
and your inspector discovers
that the roof has a leak, you
can back out of the contract,
or ask the seller to repair the
roof or reduce the price so
you can have it fixed.

Consider whether to
waive or include contingen-
cies. The majority of buyers
(80%) include contingencies
in their offer, according to
Zillow’s trends report. Con-
tingencies allow you to can-
cel the sale while protecting
your earnest money deposit
if you're unwilling or unable
to proceed with the closing
process. However, in a com-
petitive market, some buyers
risk waiving contingencies
to help their offer stand out.

Some buyers include a
home sale contingency,
where their offer is contin-
gent on selling the home
they currently own. Those
buyers typically need to
use the equity from a home
theyre selling to purchase
a new home, but this can

make their offer less appeal-
ing.
Put down more earnest
money, also called “good
faith money, because it's
money you pay upfront to
show the seller that youre
serious about buying their
home. The earnest money
is applied toward your total
down payment and closing
costs when the sale is com-
pleted. Earnest money can
telegraph your commitment
to the purchase, and assure
the sellers that you won't
back out without a reason.
Real estate experts say you
can expect to put down 1%
to 3% of the purchase price,
but the amount can vary.

So-called “love letters,
intended to tug on a seller’s
heartstrings, can put buy-
ers and agents at risk of fair
housing violations. These
letters can include personal
demographic  information
about the buyer, unlawfully
swaying a seller’s decision,
which can violate the federal
Fair Housing Act and other
state and local laws against
housing discrimination.
Avoid writing a letter, and
focus on making your offer
the best it can be.

Information provided by
Zillow Group.

Julie Buffum
Broker/Owner
802-885-3000 Office
802-376-4339 Cell
BuffumRealtyVT.com

N

126 Main St #1C

Ludlow, VT 05149

\Purchasé "Réfinance o Renovatioﬁ

. Victoria Blodgett

W NMLS# 179656 | Senior Loan Officér
N D80%97§,0350 /]vblodget@primelending.com
) £

'{j www.vbprimelendifg.com

e WHERE

YOou
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Your Home Loan Lender of Choice m
Primelending L

Lend npa 1ding). (NMLS: 13¢

B

NE-455084

WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VT

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT AVAILABLE

UTILITIES, SNOW, TRASH REMOVAL INCLUDED
LAUNDRY FACILITY ON PREMISES FOR TENANT USE ONLY

USDA GUIDELINES DO APPLY

CALLOR WRITETO:
THM PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
129 LINCOLN AVENUE
MANCHESTER CENTER, VT. 05255

1-802-362-4663 OR 1-802-367-5251
1-800-545-1833, EXT. 326 (HEARING IMPAIRED)

Equal Housing Organization
THM is an equal opportunity provider and employer

BROOKVIEW
APARTMENTS
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SAPCC recruiting
board members

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
The Springfield Area Parent
Child Center (SAPCCQC) is
actively recruiting volunteer
board members who sup-
port our mission to build
bridges of support for chil-
dren, families, and caregiv-
ers in our service area.

SAPCC is one of 15 non-
profit,  community-based
organizations that make up
the Vermont Parent Child
Center Network (VPCCN).
Centers provide support
and education to families
with young children to ad-
dress local needs in the
communities they serve.

The dedicated leaders and
professional staff at SAPCC
deliver a wide variety of pro-
grams and services to help
children get off to a healthy
start and promote their
wellbeing, while building on
each family’s strengths.

Current programs in-
clude HEART, which pro-
vides mental health and
other support throughout
pregnancy and beyond,
and DULCE, which offers
resources and support to
families with newborns at
Mt. Ascutney Pediatrics in
Windsor.

The Children’s Integrated
Services team provides in-
home or on-site visits for
families with children who
have medical conditions or
developmental delays, along
with family or parenting
support, mental health, and
preventative nursing ser-
vices.

Parenting classes, sup-
port groups, resources, and
information for parents and
caregivers are also provided.
Welcome Baby Bags full
of gifts and resources, and
a free diaper and formula
bank are available.

The onsite Playworks
Child Center is a five-star-
rated early childhood edu-
cation program for children
from 6 weeks to 6 years of
age. Childcare Support Ser-
vices include referral and fi-
nancial assistance for child-
care, summer camp, and
before/after school care for
children ages 0 to 12 years
old. Playgroups are held
regularly in various loca-
tions for young children and
their siblings. Free books are

big picture oversight and
stewardship of SAPCC, sup-
porting and collaborating
with the administrative and
managerial teams, and con-
tinually assessing ways to
improve, grow, and evolve
the organization.

SAPCC is seeking new
board members with a va-
riety of skills and expertise,
including fundraising and
development, legal, finance,
human resources, and non-
profit management and
administration. ~ First-time
board member candidates
and those with prior non-
profit board experience are
welcome. Orientation and
training will be provided.

Board members serve on
one of three standing com-
mittees - internal affairs,
external affairs, or gover-
nance - which typically
meet monthly to address
their specific areas of re-
sponsibility. The full board
also meets monthly. Most
meetings are virtual.

Board members are re-
quired to reside within the
SAPCC service area, which
includes the following towns
and villages in Windsor and
Windham counties: Ando-
ver, Ascutney, Baltimore,
Bellows Falls, Brownsville,
Cavendish, Chester, Graf-
ton, Londonderry, Ludlow,
North Springfield, Perkins-
ville, Plymouth, Proctors-
ville, Reading, Rockingham,
Saxtons River, Springfield,
Weathersfield, West Wind-
sor, Westminster, Weston,
Windham, and Windsor.

Individuals who reside
in the SAPCC service
area, and who share the
organization’s commit-
ment to supporting chil-
dren and families through
the services SAPCC pro-
vides, are encouraged to
apply for a seat on the
board.

For more information
about board service, and
to request an application,
email BOD@sapcc-vt.org.

To learn more about
SAPCC, visit www.sapcc-
vt.org.
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Kate Lorenz Community

Fund 2024 awards

REGION - The Kate
Lorenz Memorial Com-
munity Fund announces
awards and gifts for
2024. This year, as in the
past, the fund has do-
nated $5,000 in gifts to
organizations that rep-
resent Lorenzs interests
and passions.

The Kate Lorenz Me-
morial Community
Fund supports the causes
and ideas Lorenz held
dear: children and early
literacy, women’s rights,
the visual and perform-

ing arts, social justice, en-
vironmental education, and
more.

Organizations which
received  gifts/awards in
2024 are: Stepping Stones
Preschool,  Proctorsville,
Vt; 350 VT for Climate
Change, Burlington, Vt;
The Expeditionary School
at Black River, Ludlow, Vt.;
The Leyeyo Memorial Li-
brary, Townshend, Vt.; Val-
ley Free Radio for Music,
Florence, Mass.; The Am-
herst Survival Center, Am-
herst, Mass.; Parlor Room

Meet your legislators at
Rockingham Library ——

BELLOWS FALLS,
Vt. - On Saturday, Dec.
21, at 10:30 a.m., come
to the second-floor meet-
ing room of the Rocking-
ham Free Public Library
in Bellows Falls, to meet
with your Windham-3
(Brookline, Rockingham,
and Westminster) House
Reps. Michelle Bos-Lun
and Leslie Goldman,
along with Sens. Wendy
Harrison and Nader
Hashim.

This session will pro-
vide an opportunity for
community  members
to ask questions about
issues that will be ad-
dressed in the legislative
session. Legislators will
give updates about ex-

RON PATCH ~ Buying Antiques

Photographs, Military Items, Clocks, Guns, Coins

802-374-0119

™
11]1 DESIGN=BUILD -REMODEL

CUSTOM HOMES, ADDITIONS, & RENOVATIONS
SERVING LUDLOW AND SURROUNDING TOWNS

CONTACT US FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT!
802-461-3573 dci@dciconcepts.com

pected legislative priorities
and pending bills, and take
your concerns to Montpe-
lier. This is the first of six
consecutive monthly meet-
ings the legislators are plan-
ning, with the likelihood
that senators representing
this area will also be present.

Come for a conversation
about current issues, and
bring your questions.
Contact Rep. Leslie
Goldman with your ques-
tions at lgoldman@leg.
state.vt.us or 802-380-
4285. This event is free
and open to the public.

Collective, Northampton,
Mass.; The Spring Street
Preschool, Amherst, Mass.;
and the Institute for the
Musical Arts, Goshen,
Mass.

Donations to the Kate
Lorenz Community Fund
can be made at www.kate-
lorenzmusic.com via PayP-
al, or by mailing a check to
The Kate Lorenz Memorial
Community Fund, P.O. Box
418, Chester, VT 05143. For
more information or ques-
tions about the fund, please
reach out to Kkateloren-
zmemories@gmail.com.

Lorenzs family and
friends, and the annual
Sparkletown Tribute Con-
certs will continue to grow
the Kate Lorenz Memo-
rial Community Fund to
keep Lorenz’s spirit, caring,
generosity, and kindness
alive in the world. We will
continue using these funds
to support organizations
that represent her interests
and passions. There will be
a new round of gifts and
awards to organizations in
2025.

OVER 2000

BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

efEAR —

26

CANON TIRE

1-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

-

AFS

FINANCIAL PLANNING - INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT - TAX STRATEGIES

WEALTH
MANAGEMENT

Hudsen W Hagland, CFP®

Investment Advisor

www.afswm.com
802-875-8100

P&M Auto & Service

280 River Street, Springfield _
802-885-4963 et P Diveres
802-885-6200

our.
Guaranteed
Credit Approval

2017 Ford F150

sent to homes each month I 2019 Ford Explorer 2018 Subaru Outback
through the Dolly Parton /‘_\ e Fully Loaded AWD
Imagination Library pro- ,;\ﬂ‘ N Fully Loaded
gram.
Tienna’s Closet is a free BE

community clothing closet .
for children and adults. The
Workforce  Development .
Program offers professional
development  opportuni- - 2017 Hyundai Tuscan || 2017 Acadia Limited L
gf: Ofli’srltzhterafr‘;‘;‘i‘g‘gr larf FOR ALL OF YOUR SEPTIC NEEDS : uLTIMATE | | Fully Loaded ’
North Springfiel dg Tank Locating - Cleaning - Pumping - Inspections AWD

orth springtield. Repairs - Pipe Thawing - Jetting - Snaking Fully Loaded

Volunteer board service is
one of the many ways com-
munity members can sup-
port this important work.

Board member respon-
sibilities include providing

Portable Toilets ® Handwashing Stations
Restaurant Grease Traps and Line Clearing

802-463-9444

Westminster, VT « www.bestsepticvt.net

app?
l ;)uddys"
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OMS Ski and Snowboard Swap a success

LUDLOW, Vt. - This
year’s Ski and Snowboard
Swap raised $34,500 for
Okemo Mountain School
(OMS). The proceeds from
the swap will go towards
operating costs to keep tu-
ition as affordable as pos-
sible for all students. The
event was extremely well
attended this year, and cus-

Snowmobile travelers to exercise caution

REGION - The U.S. For-
est Service is looking for-
ward to a successful snow-
mobile season, and wants to

=== THE —
NEW AMERICAN

GRILL

LONDONDERRY, VERMONT

J

Large Variety of
Menu Items!

tomers were excited with
their purchases, finding
outstanding deals on all
sorts of new and used win-
ter outdoor gear.

Mariel Meringolo, head
of school, would like to
gratefully acknowledge all
of the volunteers who do-
nated their time, as well as
all the mountain personnel

encourage all riders to put

safety first out on the trails

in the coming months.
Green Mountain National

BLACK ROCK

STEAKHOUSE

11:45-9 Mon=Satand 12-8 Sun”

Now Taking Reservations

All Meals are Served with
! House Salad, Caesar Salad,
or Veggie of the Day

who went above and be-
yond their normal duties
to provide support to the
event. Without all the vol-
unteers and the help of the
mountain, the swap could
never have been such a
success. Everyone’s efforts
are greatly appreciated by
the entire school commu-
nity.

Forest (GMNF) officials are
advising snowmobilers to
exercise caution when oper-
ating on the national forest,

284 River Street * Sprindfield, VT ¢ 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing
Gift Certificates Available

N Early Bird Specials

52000 $‘|600

SHRIMP & JR. PRIME

SCALLOPS RIB
BROILED
OR FRIED
4:00 pm - 5:30 pm
Monday - Friday. Excludes Holidays
- §

ROCKS

== SHOP LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS

BELLOWS FALLS DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCE
WWW.BELLOWSFALLSVT.ORG

Grab your BF ROCKS BOX until Dec 31
GREAT GIFT OPTIONS - QUICK & EASY SHOPPING
EXPERIENCE BEAUTIFUL DOWNTOWN BELLOWS FALLS!

a HALLADAY'S
HARVEST BARN

.
Bw“f‘ch

— just for kids —

name brand clothing, shoes,

Random Finds & Sherwin Art Glass

THE ROCK--HAMMER

ICLUTTER’S '

LAST STAND
G 7 ., BLING & BOUTIOUE

enter

CKINGHA
R?LASTERSM

/!m{//’ (it

BOUTIQUE
EST. 2019

7

Windham Antique

,‘ sMALL

eevee,,

0@%

HALLADAY’S

FLOWERS & GIFTS

And since it is never
too soon to look to the fu-
ture, mark your calendars
for the 2025 OMS Skiand
Snowboard Swap. Equip-
ment dropoff will be Nov.
15, 16, and 19. The swap
will be open for business
on Nov. 21, 22, and 23.

Okemo Mountain
School, celebrating 33 years

and all lands in Vermont
this winter. GMNTF officials
remind snowmobile enthu-
siasts to heed all gates and
signs, and to stay off roads
and trails that are closed.
Forest Service employees
and several snowmobile
clubs throughout Vermont
have been working to clear
trees and other debris from
trails. However, trail users
should continue to use extra
caution early in the season,
as some trees may be weak
due to snow accumulation,
and downed tree hazards
are likely.

Weather permitting,
snowmobile use is allowed
on designated trails within
the GMNF for four months
beginning on Monday, Dec.

The Vermont Journal

in operation this winter,
is a nonprofit educational
institution dedicated to the
academic and athletic de-
velopment of serious snow
sports athletes. Student-
athletes are given the op-
portunity to train in alpine
ski racing, snowboarding,
or freestyle skiing, while
pursuing a rigorous course

of academic study. Okemo
Mountain School relies
heavily on fundraisers like
the swap to provide finan-
cial aid, scholarships, and
to keep tuition affordable.

For further information,
please contact Kate Foster
at kfoster@okemomount-
ainschool.org or 802-975-
0126.

16, and ending on Tuesday,
April 15, 2025.

The GMNF and VAST
cooperate to maintain more
than 345 miles of National
Forest System trails that are
part of the larger statewide
snowmobile network. VAST
is one of several snowmobile
associations in the United
States that has a cooperative
partnership agreement with
the U.S. Forest Service. The
maximum speed is 35 miles
per hour on state and fed-
eral land.

The U.S. Forest Service
is also warning the public
of the dangers associated
with riding, hiking, and
skiing on frozen water bod-
ies. Trail users are encour-
aged to be mindful of fallen

trees and other hazards they
may encounter. Operators
must maintain control of
their snowmobile while rid-
ing, keep to the right at all
times, wear helmets, and
stay on designated trails
only. All snowmobiles must
be legally registered, have
liability insurance, and op-
erators must purchase a
VAST Trails Maintenance
Assessment decal. Officials
also encourage winter trail
users to pack a flashlight,
cell phone, food, and extra
warm clothing in case of
an emergency. Trail users
are encouraged to visit the
VAST trail update for spe-
cifics on trail conditions
and closures at www.vtvast.
org/trails.html.

.0' BREWFEST BEVERAGE CO.

Main Street, Ludlow, VT

brewfestbeverage.com 802-228-4261

Seasonal
Favorites
NOW in STOCK!

Liquor Wine CBD

Craft Beer Lovers’
PARADISE

Non-Alcoholic
Spirits RTD Beer
Wine Seltzer

Thank you for your continued support!

Take GOOD BEER Home!

Holiday
Gift Packs
are
AVAILABLE!

Killarne

an hnsh Pub

COME FOR THE FOOD, STAY FOR THE FUN!

802-228-7797

Kitchen Hours Monday - Friday 4-9pm
Saturday 12-9pm, Sunday 12-8pm

Monday Open Mic Night at 8:30pm
Tuesday Trivia at 6pm with Rick Davis
Thursday Irish Session with Gypsy Reel at 6:30pm
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Starry, Starry Night in

Chester

CHESTER, Vt. - Visit
Chester, Vt., on Dec. 21,
from 4-7 p.m., for Starry,
Starry Night.

Follow the luminaries
throughout town to over
20 participating businesses
offering refreshments and
special events.

Enjoy food and wine tast-
ings. Browse, shop, and take
part in special events, as
well as offerings from art-
ists and makers, from gifts
and locally made products,
to handcrafted jewelry, fine
art, and décor.

Participating businesses

include Barrett and Valley
Real Estate; Collected, LTD;
Community Art Garden;
DaVallia Art and Interiors;
Down to the Roots; Dyak-
Craft/Linda Diak Quilts;
Endless Creations Pottery
Studio; Equipoise Occu-
pational Therapy; Fischer
Arts; Hugging Bear 4 Ever;
The Inn Between and
Which Way Tavern; Kit Kats
Embroidery, Gifts, and Sou-
venirs; Matilda and Three
Bears; Meditrina  Wine
Shop; Mercantile on Main
Bakery Café; Rose Arbour
Tea Room and Art Studio;

Sage Jewelry and Gifts;
Sharons on the Common
and Chester Candy Com-
pany; Songbird Wellness;
Smitty’s Chester Market;
Stone Hearth Inn and
Eatery; Sugar Bob’s Finest
Kind; and Wisdom River
Designs.

In addition, The Okemo
Valley Holiday Express
Train will be running
from the Chester Depot.

Find details, links, and
a map to all participat-
ing businesses at www.
fischer-arts.com/starry-
starry-night-chester.

Seraphic Fire Christmas
concert in Grafton

GRAFTON, Vt. - Gram-
my-nominated vocal
ensemble Seraphic Fire
returns to Grafton on Sat-
urday, Dec. 21, at 7:30
p.m., to perform a Christ-
mas concert at the Graf-

ton Brick Meeting House,
2 Main Street. A capella
voices in an intimate setting
mark the Christmas sea-
son, as conductor Anthony
Trecek-King leads this Bill-
board-topping Christmas

i
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Seraphic Fire will perform on Dec. 21.

\;:7@ JEWELRY

PHOTO PROVIDED

& GIFTS

HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY,
WHIMSICAL GIFTS AND CARDS,
FEATURING LOCAL ARTISTS.
JEWELRY REPAIR.
ALWAYS FREE GIFT WRAPPING.
SHOP IN STORE OR ONLINE!

i

78 THE COMMON, CHESTER, VT
802*875*SAGE
WWW.SAGEJEWELRYVT.COM

ERFEEnE
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BRICK
MEETING
HOUSE

PRESENTS

A Seraphic Fire Christmas
Sat, December 21, 2024 at 7:30 pm
Brick Meeting House | Grafton, VT

Hear the nation’s top vocalists perform a
magical evening of holiday music.

TICKETS; $35
SCAN FOR INFO OR
VISIT SERAPHICFIRE.ORG

program featuring sea-
sonal tunes like “Away in
a Manger” and “O Come
All Ye Faithful” Tick-
ets can be purchased at
www.seraphicfire.org/
grafton.

ANTIQUES |
_OGIFTS

Matilda and

Three Bears
Antiques & Gifts

26 The Common
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Free holiday movies at

Paramount Theatre

RUTLAND, Vt. - An-
nouncing four free
holiday movies at The
Paramount Theatre, lo-
cated at 30 Center Street
in Rutland, Vt. Enjoy the
breathtaking 4K resolu-
tion on our brand-new
laser-powered projector,
complemented by in-
credible surround sound.

No tickets needed - just
come and experience the
charm of The Paramount
Theatre. ~ This  family-
friendly event is made pos-
sible by Rutland Regional
Medical Center.

The movies that will
play this holiday season
are: “How the Grinch Stole
Christmas,” on Dec. 20, at 7

p.m.; “The Polar Express,’
on Dec. 21, at 2 p.m; “A
Christmas Story,” on Dec.
21, at 7 p.m.; and “Its a
Wonderful Life) on Dec.
22,at2 p.m.

For a complete movie
listing and more informa-
tion, visit www.paramount-
vt.org/events-calendar/cat-
egory/big-screen-2.

SAPA TV seventh annual
Public Domain Christmas ——

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
SAPA TV, the Springfield
area’s public access TV
station, will once again
run 24 hours of Christ-
mas movies and short
subjects, from 7 p.m.
Christmas Eve to 7 p.m.

Christmas Day.
Viewers in Springfield,
Weathersfield, Ches-

ter, and in Charlestown,
N.H., are welcomed to
spend the day with 1964’s
“Santa Claus Conquers
the Martians,” the 1959
Mexican production

i R
° ‘.'.-

Chester, VT
802-875-6041

URBAN ENIGMA
—BARBERING=

RODNEY SPURGEON | 603-826-0820
16 North Main Street | Charlestown, NH

4
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VERMONT VINES

275 Williams Road, Rockingham | 802-233-1200
www.vermontvines.com | @vermontvines

Bloody Mary Sunday 12-6pm
Margarita Monday 2-7pm
Daily Food-Wine-Beer-Cocktails

e I8

“Santa Claus,” and a host of
classic cartoons, all of which
have entered the public do-
main.

The marathon will run
on SAPAs Public Chan-
nel (Comcast 1077, VTel
160), while local Christ-
mas programming will air
at the same time on SAPA’s

Government/Educational
Channel (Comcast 1087,
VTel 161). Wednesday re-
ligious programs will air at
their usual times, but on the
Gov/Ed Channel.

Viewers outside SAPA’s
service area can watch on-
line with SAPA live stream
at www.sapatv.org.

j« Maple Products

802-952-9570

In Chester, take Route 11 Ea
for 1/2 Mile. Take Right ont

Sugar House Open Dailyﬁ(

Saturday, December 21*
1:00 - 3:00 pm
Open to All Children of the Community 12 & Younger

Snacks, Presents, Meet Santa at 1:30, and
receive a new toy from Jolly ol’ Santa Claus

American Legion Post #37

42 Rockingham Street, Bellows Falls « 802-463-9700
V. Cmdr. Justin Gallion // Pub. Rel. Smokey Aumand

JOIN BUSINESSES IN
CHESTER, VERMONT
Saturday, December 21st, 4-7pm

Starry, Starry Night
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Follow the luminaries throughout town
to over 20 participating businesses

offering refreshments and special events

Enjoy food and wine tastings -

Browse, shop, and take part in special

events and offerings

f

from artists and makers.

Learn More
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DM%-YEAR END CLEARANCE

egggsN,,EA‘q', i 50% OFF WHILE THEY LAST!
i HUGE:SELECTION ¢ MUCH MORE THAN SHOWN:HERE!

s 1199:99

600

White Leather
“Rocker Reclmer

__ NEXT GEN
DURAPELLA

. $899.99

13450 |

ADLAI $350 ADLAI. $325 BAYONNE. $400 KENNEDY S50 KENNEDY $625 PAXTON $700

Sofa * Shadow * Shadow Sofa ¢ Charcoal Sofa * Barley * Barley * Smoke

S g ne o SRR

A@s o v $1399:99 A s o v $1399:99 & Best $1499:99 + Best $1599:99 A @s o v $1699:99 v $2399:99
LéUlFEEL $700 éMﬁ/lZ\IID)A $700 HANWAY $75(0 SUSANNA S800 Asl\ill-quDA $850 SfTBvaph $1200
] P ___ r— \ : ._" _I -.I \E!\I\.: I'. F i ; . .Ir )
e, Bees = Ml ., =413
5 ER S . - " | a3 . BT -
= ™ il B A " ¥
+ Best $1599:99 + Best $1599:99 & Best $1699:99 4 Best $1799:99 A@se o v $1799:99 . ~ @= o v $1799:99

JOSEY S80Q KRISTISHA S8Q(Q KRISTISHA S350 LUCAS $900 APOLLO S900 ,AVA s900

* Jungle ning Sofa * Silt Reclining Sofa * Gran

E‘Bm E[L// ﬁ; N

AASHLEY $1799:99 & Best %$2999.99 & Best $2999.99 +er $3199.99
MODMAX $700 ACKLEN $900 GAUCHO $950 DEREK$1100 MAVERLY$1100 GENET$1600

Audio Console Lovi er Sofa Chaise w/Console at * Jungle r Sofa Adj. Headres Power Sofa Adj. Headres Power Sofa Adj. Headres

MATTRESS CLOSEOUTS

WHILE THEY LAST!
GOLD BOND HARTFORD TWIN 39999 $247.00 :
FIRM OR PLUSH FULL 49999 $297.00 - ‘
QUEEN 99 %377.00 CHEST NIGHTSTAND f
520000

DRESSER

SERTA CLASSIC  TWIN 55 $327.00 ‘487,00  ‘527.00  $227.00

EXTRA FIRM OR PLUSH
$
FULL 99 $377.00 INNOVATION LIVING

QUEEN 99 $397.00 DRESSER CHEST NIGHTSTAND

$ $599-00 %499:00 *215:60
KING 99 *547.00 $327.00  $297.00  *137.00

FREE AUMAND'S FURNITURE i

60-DAY INTEREST-FREE
LAWY Family Owned and Operated for 104 Lfears manoiNg

North Walpole, NH - Mon-Sat 8:30-5-Sun 12-4 - 603-445-5321 - DELIVERY UPTO 50 MILES!
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