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JAN. 13 – Local brewery 
celebrates third opening
PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – 

The Outer Limits tap room 
finally opened its doors 
again on Friday, Jan. 13. The 
Okemo Valley Chamber of 
Commerce welcomed the 
business back with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony. “This was 
our third opening,” Owner 
Wesley Tice remarked. First 
was the grand opening in 
2019, then they were shut 
down in 2020 during the 
pandemic, and now, back 
again after another disaster.

By Paula Benson
JAN. 29 – Layne Milling-

ton offered TRSU superin-
tendent position
CAVENDISH, Vt. – After 

a three-month-long search 
process culminating in a 
public Meet the Candidates 
event on Monday, Jan. 29, 
the Two Rivers Supervisory 
Union (TRSU) Board has 
decided to offer the position 
of superintendent to Layne 
Millington, according to 
minutes TRSU shared with 
the Journal from their Feb. 
1 regular meeting. Milling-
ton will replace Lauren Fier-
man, who resigned during 
the Green Mountain Union 
High School mascot contro-
versy.

By Lorien Strange
FEB. 20 – America’s oldest 

cheesemaker turns 100
MOUNT HOLLY, Vt. – In 

1824, the Crowley fam-
ily of Healdville, Vt., started 
producing handcrafted, 
raw milk cheese from their 
kitchen in the family farm-
house. The Crowley Cheese 
Factory was built by A. Win-
field Crowley in 1882. While 
continuing to make their 
cheese by hand in small 
batches, they were able to 
increase production, and 
began shipping their prod-
uct via the railroads to “the 
shores of Maine and the 
streets of Manhattan.”

By Paula Benson
FEB. 23 – Little Mexico 

serves up big flavor at Oke-
mo Marketplace
LUDLOW, Vt. – Last July, 

restaurateur Oscar Tor-
res was ready to move for-

ward with opening his new 
venture, Little Mexico, in 
Ludlow, Vt. One week after 
signing the lease, Vermont 
experienced the epic July 
2023 flood disaster, and the 
plaza took on a landslide of 
water, mud, and debris that 
filled the parking lot, flood-
ed the shops, and left de-
struction in its wake. When 
Torres and his team were 
finally able to celebrate the 
restaurant’s grand opening 
in late February 2024, the 
space was a renovated, func-
tioning work in progress.

By Paula Benson
MARCH 9 – Proctors-

ville welcomes The Grafton 
Cheese Company
PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – 

Grafton Village Cheese 
Company first began ched-
daring in 1892. While the 
company has since expand-
ed beyond its early roots, 
now producing an award-
winning line of artisanal 
cave-aged varieties, the tra-
dition of making handcraft-
ed cheeses using premium 
raw milk from local, family 
farms continues. Recently, 
the village of Proctorsville 
became the latest home to 
the acclaimed cheesemak-
ers.

By Paula Benson
MARCH 19 – Vermonters 

make plans for rare total 
solar eclipse
PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – 

The audience was stand-
ing room only on Tuesday, 
March 19, at the Cavendish 
Fletcher Community Li-
brary in Proctorsville. The 
crowd had gathered for the 
Eclipse 2024 presentation, 
given by astronomer Clau-
dio Véliz, and sponsored by 
the Cavendish Community 
and Conservation Associa-
tion (CCCA). A former as-
trophysics professor at Co-
lumbia University, Véliz has 
worked with NASA and the 
Hayden Planetarium, and 
was excited to dive into his 
presentation on Vermont’s 
potential front row seat to 
the April 8 solar eclipse.

By Paula Benson
APRIL 15 – Plymouth to 

revote on Bethany Birches 

tax exemption
PLYMOUTH, Vt. – The 

board approved the warn-
ing to hold a special meeting 
to host a revote on Bethany 
Birches being exempt from 
educational taxes for five 
years. The topic became 
heated, with resident Rob-
ert Lambert asserting that 
the issue had already been 
voted on. “In my opinion, 
we shouldn’t be voting again 
on this for five years.” Cap-
pellini expressed, “Bob, your 
point is valid...but Vermont 
statute allows for this.”

By Shawntae Webb
MAY 1 – Chester tackles 

nuisance goats
CHESTER, Vt. – The 

Chester Selectboard met 
on the first day of May, for 
their first of two bimonthly 
Wednesday meetings. The 
central topic under discus-
sion was the creation of a 
nuisance ordinance dealing 
with unrestrained livestock 
in town, stemming primar-
ily from a recurring issue in 
the area of the intersection 
of Andover Road and Potash 
Brook Road.

By Nick Giberti
MAY 23 – New England 

Cider Donuts sets up a 
sweet shop in Ludlow
LUDLOW, Vt. – New Eng-

land Cider Donuts celebrat-
ed its grand opening with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony on 
Thursday, May 23. Memo-
rial Day weekend brought 
a perfect two days of warm, 
sunny skies, and a steady 
stream of customers into the 
shop.

By Paula Benson
JUNE 28 – Shaw’s reopens 

in Ludlow
LUDLOW, Vt. – Nearly a 

year after closing, having 
lost all its inventory and sus-
tained significant damage in 
the flood of July 2023, Shaw’s 
in Ludlow held its grand re-
opening on Friday morning, 
June 28, at 9 a.m. The long-
empty parking lot was full 
to capacity, with many resi-
dents, town officials, Shaw’s 
employees, and members of 
the Okemo Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce on hand 
for the ribbon cutting cer-

emony.
By Nick Giberti
JUNE 30 – Ludlow Fire 

Chief Peter Kolenda retires
LUDLOW, Vt. – Retiring 

Ludlow Fire Chief Peter 
Kolenda waved as he exited 
the Ludlow Fire Station on 
Sunday, June 30, at 12 p.m. 
Kolenda was being honored 
with a boisterous “escort 
home,” sirens blaring and 
lights flashing in celebra-
tion of the chief ’s last day 
on the job. Kolenda recently 
announced his retirement 
from the department, af-
ter serving the town for 25 
years.

By Paula Benson
JULY 1 – Londonderry re-

ceives seven planning com-
mission resignations
LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 

Board Chair Tom Cavanagh 
moved on to announce the 
resignations from planning 
commission members. He 
said there were “so many” 
resignation letters, “I’m not 
going to read them out loud.”

By Shawntae Webb
AUG. 24 – Blue Duck Deli 

opens after yearlong delay
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Blue 

Duck Deli, located at 117 
Main Street, Ludlow, has 
recently opened, bringing a 
new flavor into town. After 
suffering a yearlong setback 
in opening due to the cata-
strophic flood in July 2023, 
Bex Prasse and Craig Koval-
sky are looking forward to 
bringing their unique expe-
riences to the culinary scene 
in Ludlow. 

By Bridget Cunningham
AUG. 24 – Fourth annual 

Best of Vermont Summer 
Festival
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Oke-

mo Valley Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce hosted the 
fourth annual Best of Ver-
mont Summer Festival on 
Saturday, Aug. 24, and Sun-
day, Aug. 25, at Okemo Field 
in Ludlow, Vt.

SEPT. 18 – Chester holds 
rural zoning hearing
CHESTER, Vt. – Due to 

the concerns voiced about 
density-based zoning, the 
board recessed the hearing 
for a future meeting, ask-

ing Quinn and the planning 
commission to consider 
adding minimum lot size re-
quirements to the new zones 
as an added layer of security 
against overly dense local-
ized development.

By Nick Giberti
SEPT. 21 – 50th annual 

Chester Festival on The 
Green
CHESTER, Vt. – This year, 

the Chester Festival on the 
Green celebrated its 50th 
anniversary with even more 
fun and entertainment for 
the whole family.

OCT. 7 – Londonderry 
will not assist with FEMA 
process, O’Keefe resigns
LONDNDERRY, Vt. – At 

their Oct. 7 meeting, the 
Londonderry Selectboard 
discussed a trash compactor, 
the FEMA hazard mitigation 
grant program application 
processes, and the resigna-
tion of town administrator 
Shane O’Keefe. 

By Shawntae Webb
NOV. 4 – FEMA denies el-

evation and flood-proofing 
projects
LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 

The FEMA Hazard Miti-
gation Grant Program has 
reported to the Town of 
Londonderry that they are 
not going to fund elevation 
or flood-proofing projects. 
Their main priorities are 
buyouts. The homeown-
ers at 74 Main Street, who 
previously submitted a pre-
application for elevation, 
requested to move forward 
with a buyout application. 

By Shawntae Webb
NOV. 4 – Ludlow reopens 

STR discussion
LUDLOW, Vt. – The board 

revisited the notion of a 
short-term rental (STR) reg-
istry, a topic which has been 
long-discussed in Ludlow 
and many surrounding 
towns. A 2-2 tie vote led to 
the abandonment of a pre-
vious STR registry effort in 
January, but since the re-
cent Trailside fire at Okemo, 
town manager Brendan Mc-
Namara said he had been 
receiving “a lot of feedback 
from the public regarding 
the town and short-term 

rentals, and a rental registry.”
By Nick Giberti
DEC. 11 – Green Moun-

tain’s Jake Walker named 
Coach of the Year
CHESTER, Vt. – In rec-

ognition of his trium-
phant season, the Vermont 
State Coaches Association 
(VSCA) honored Walker as 
Small-School Coach of the 
Year, and Overall Coach of 
the Year.

By Paula Benson
DEC. 14 – Mountain 

Munchkins opens in Lud-
low
LUDLOW, Vt. – Dan and 

Ali Singleton have embarked 
on a brand-new venture – a 
passion project of sorts for 
Ali – a children’s boutique on 
Main Street in Ludlow called 
Mountain Munchkins. With 
an adorable logo designed 
by Wavy Grape Graphic 
Design Studio, Mountain 
Munchkins moved into the 
office on Main recently va-
cated by Huntley Financials.

By Paula Benson
DEC. 16 – Londonderry 

to hold exit interviews
LONDONDERRY, Vt. – At 

the Dec. 16 Londonderry 
Selectboard meeting, the 
board voted to hold exit in-
terviews with individuals 
who resigned over the last 
six months, in order to get 
a better scope on what went 
wrong, and determine where 
the board can improve in the 
future. 

By Shawntae Webb
DEC. 21 – All aboard the 

Okemo Valley Holiday Ex-
press
REGION – All aboard the 

Okemo Valley Holiday Ex-
press! The Okemo Valley 
Regional Chamber of Com-
merce invites everyone to 
experience the magic of the 
season with a special train 
ride this Dec. 21 and 22.

DEC. 21 – Starry, Starry 
Night in Chester
CHESTER, Vt. – Visit 

Chester, Vt., on Dec. 21, 
from 4-7 p.m., for Starry, 
Starry Night. Follow the lu-
minaries throughout town 
to over 20 participating 
businesses offering refresh-
ments and special events.

2024 in Review 
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802 Heat
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Happy New Year Family, Friends, and Customers

LONDONDERRY, Vt. –
The Green Mountain Gar-
deners (GMG) capped off 
a successful year with their 
tradition of tabletop-tree-
making and donations to 
support community organi-
zations. The uniquely deco-
rated tabletop trees and 
cookies from the Weston 
Women’s Club and the 
Wantastiquet Rotary elves 
bring holiday cheer to the 
homebound.
  In addition to collecting 

food for the food pantry, 
the GMG donated $300 to 
Neighbors Pantry, and will 
make other donations in 
2025.
  The hallmark biannual 

Mountain Garden Walks  

on behalf of the club’s Lib 
Thieme Scholarship, a four-
year scholarship for local 
youth, was a success. The 
tour of six local gardens 
raised over $10,000 for the 
scholarship, which provides 
monetary assistance for col-
lege or vocational studies 
in environmental sciences, 
landscape design, conserva-
tion, agriculture, or ecology 
to area students.
  GMG hosted a program 

on invasive species by Piet-
er van Loon of the Vermont 
Land Trust. The talk pro-
vided community members 
with tools to identify and 
eradicate invasive species.
  At its annual meeting, 

GMG celebrated the receipt 

of numerous awards be-
stowed upon it by the 
Federated Garden Club 
of Vermont. The club 
received 10 awards. Of 
note, the statewide Gold-
en Trowel Award went to 
Landgrove’s Sally Ogden, 
for over 50 years of work 
on behalf of GMG.
  Throughout 2024, 

GMG efforts included 
spring cleanup in Lon-
donderry, working on 
the garden at the Lon-
donderry Arts and His-
torical Society, main-
tenance of Weston’s 
Farrar-Mansur Museum, 
flower plantings at the 
town hall in Landgrove, 
and planting trees and 
bulbs in the Mountain 
Towns.
  For those interested in 

joining the Green Moun-
tain Gardeners and the 
opportunity to make a 
difference in the com-
munity, membership in-
formation can be found 
on their website at www.
greenmountaingarden-
ers.net/join-us.html.

Green Mountain 
Gardeners successful 2024

CAVENDISH, Vt. – On 
Jan. 18, at the Cavendish 
Fletcher Community 
Library, wildlife reha-
bilitator John Aberth will 
share his incredible story 
of saving two orphaned 
baby beavers, known as 
“kits.” Over two years, 
Aberth rehabilitated the 
kits until they could be 
released back into the 

wild. The event starts at 
3 p.m., and is part of the 
Cavendish Community and 
Conservation Association’s 
Walk and Talk series.
  Aberth is a volunteer li-

censed wildlife rehabilitator 
who specializes in raptors 
(hawks, owls, and falcons), 
and some mammals, such 
as beavers, minks, and wea-
sels. A retired college pro-

fessor of medieval history, 
Aberth combines his wild-
life expertise with engaging 
storytelling. He currently 
volunteers at Protect Our 
Wildlife, a Vermont wildlife 
advocacy group.
  No registration is nec-

essary, but seating is lim-
ited. For more informa-
tion, email cavendishccca@
gmail.org.

Wildlife rehabilitation 
talk at the library

LUDLOW, Vt. – Many 
thanks to the Sons of 
the American Legion 
Post #36 in Ludlow for 
their generous support. 
With their donation, the 
Fletcher Memorial Li-
brary (FML) was able to 
purchase and offer our 
new streaming platform 
Biblio+. The homepage 
is very much like that 
very popular home ser-

vice. Biblio+ streams on 
most devices. It is free, and 
all you need is a library 
membership and to down-
load the app. The Sons 
of the American Legion 
Post #36 have continued 
their support of Fletcher 
Memorial Library. Their 
partnership is very much 
appreciated.
  FML’s exceptional ser-

vices hinge on generous 
support. Thank you to past 
donors. Our 25th annual 
fundraising auction, Love 
Your Library, will open 
online on Friday, Feb. 7, at 
10 a.m., and end prompt-
ly on Friday, Feb. 21, at 3 

p.m. Now through Feb. 1, 
we are accepting auction 
donations. Consider new 
items, small antiques, and 
gift certificates to local 
businesses – skiing, lodg-
ing, golfing, restaurants, 
and weekend getaways. 
Your imagination is the 
limit.
  More details will be 

forthcoming. This is en-
tirely an online auction. 
However, we will rotate 
items around the library 
to spark interest and those 
high bids.
  All donations are tax-de-

ductible. FML is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit.

FML thanks Sons of 
Ludlow Legion
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  Last week I wrote about 
factory made weathervanes 
of the 19th century. Con-
tinuing on that subject are 
blacksmith-made vanes and 
those made by weathervane 
farmers. Today, you can add 
to this list those who are 
laser cutting sheet metal to 
make reproduction vanes. 
Any individual handwork 
is long absent. There are 
more fake blacksmith-made 
vanes on the market than 
real vanes. As a decorative 
object for reasonable mon-
ey, these are a fine accessory 
to have, and I would recom-
mend, but not for the hun-
dreds of dollars I see these 
vanes offered at.

  Blacksmith vanes

  Blacksmith vanes date 
back before factory vanes 
were introduced in about 
1850. They were produced 
by individual blacksmiths 
with a wide range of sub-
jects, styles, and skill levels. 
  Most will know there’s a 

difference between steel and 
iron. Nineteenth-century 
blacksmith vanes are made 
of iron, not sheet steel of the 
20th century. It is important 
for collectors to know this 
to avoid making costly mis-
takes. 
  Early 19th-century iron 

was not as pure as iron 
produced today. When 
the blacksmith heated and 
hammered the iron, he left 
his fingerprints and small 
hammer strikes. Sometimes 
on one side of the vane the 
blacksmith had a structural 
iron brace fastened to the 

vane to strengthen it. This 
reinforcing brace may be 
3/8 inch to 1/2 inch wide. 
If the vane is a horse, there 
might be a brace across 
the body, up the neck, and 
down the legs.
  If you study a real black-

smith vane, you will notice 
there are no sharp edges 
anywhere. An original has 
been exposed to weather 
and erosion for 100 years 
or more. Vanes of modern 
creation will have sharper 
edges.
  Years ago, I was picking 

on the road from Westmin-
ster West to Putney. There 
was a large barn with the 
best blacksmith-made horse 
vane I have ever seen. It was 
quite large and folky as hell. 
I tried to buy it without suc-
cess. Every picker knew of it 
and tried to buy it. A vane 

like this will hold its value.
  20th century
  In the early 1980s, as 

weathervane prices rapidly 
increased, fake blacksmith 
vanes began to show up at 
auction. Making iron ap-
pear old is not difficult. A 
completed vane was buried 
in a manure pile. The ma-
nure would eat into and dis-
color the metal, and to the 
unwary looked genuinely 
old. This is why we use the 
word “fake.” It is done to de-
ceive.

  Weathervane farmers
  “Weathervane farmer” 

was a term I first heard in 
the early 1980s. These were 
people grinding out sheet 
metal vanes. I never saw a 
weathervane farm, but did 
hear of them. The farmer 
would cut out a bunch of 
vane profiles – horses, pigs, 

and other figures. After the 
manure treatment, or some-
times with the aid of acid, 
they were ready to be ex-
posed to the weather.
  The farmer would place 

the vanes on a post where 
the weather could affect 
them. There might have 
been 50 vanes on a half-acre 
lot. One or two hot sum-
mers, followed by winter’s 
ice and snow, the vanes 
were now ready to market. 
Unsuspecting buyers fell 
for these fake vanes. Today 
they have reappeared on 
the market as generational 
collections have changed 
hands. There’s a new group 
of unsuspecting buyers.

  Novelty vanes
  Novelty vanes are another 

group of individual-made 
vanes. Most novelty vanes 
date from the 1930s-1950s. 
These are not folky at all, 
but more realistic. The 
photo with this article is one 
such vane. The detail is very 
good, but would not make a 
collector reach deep in his 
pocket to buy. I would clas-
sify it as “cutesy.” Folky is by 
far the best. 

  This week’s old saying I 
heard years ago. Two men 
were discussing if an an-
tique was original or not 
when one said, “You can’t 
be a little bit pregnant.”

Weathervane farmers

A blacksmith-made novelty vane, circa 1930s-40s.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

CHESTER, Vt. – Hun-
dreds of people in Chester 
remember the remarkable 
Barbara Westine, whose en-
thusiasm, energy, and posi-
tive spirit encouraged and 
supported so many worth-
while causes. As one of the 
founding members of Ches-
ter Townscape, Westine 
provided both dedicated 
personal and professional 
support.
  Chester Townscape (CT) 

is known for its many beau-
tification projects around 
town – seasonal floral dec-
orations in public places, 
such as bridge boxes and 
barrels of flowers; Christ-
mas wreaths and greenery; 
perennial plantings at the 
information booth, Ches-
ter-Andover Family Center, 
Brookside Cemetery wall, 
pocket parks, and village 
gazebos; as well as larger 
projects, such as the resto-
ration of the Hearse House 
and Public Tomb. Westine 
was involved in many of 
those efforts – but espe-
cially in the regular plant-
ing, tending, and watering 
of the flowers at the cem-
etery wall and information 
booth. She also arranged for 
NewsBank, for whom she 
worked a record number 
of years, to provide Town-
scape with meeting space 
for board meetings, and to 
supply printing, copying, 
and lamination services for 
the informational displays at 
CT’s restored Hearse House. 
  In recognition of her 

many kinds of help, Ches-

ter Townscape sought to 
create a lasting memorial 
to this outstanding citizen. 
A subcommittee of Nancy 
Chute, Cheryl LeClair, Ann 
Summers, and Rosann Sex-
ton – CT volunteers who are 
also involved with the very 
same efforts around the Vil-
lage Green – contacted the 
town and Scott Wunderle of 
Terrigenous. Wunderle had 
donated his services for the 
creation and installation of a 
stone bench beside the Pub-
lic Tomb in honor of Suzy 
Forlie, another CT founder 
who was cochair of that CT 
renovation. 
  The chosen Westine me-

morial is a black, powder-

coated, ductile-iron-and-
steel bench in the same style 
as that at the information 
booth garden, another CT 
project for the town. The 
town agreed on the bench’s 
location, and contributed 
granite for the foundation 
of the base. Wunderle and 
Rachel Diak of Terrigenous 
contributed the labor for the 
placement, and the bench 
was donated by Chester 
Townscape with the gener-
ous support of additional 
memorial contributions. 
A cast-bronze plaque on 
the bench commemorates 
that collaboration with this 
wording: “Given by Chester 
Townscape and the friends 

and family of Barbara Wes-
tine, 2024.” The position of 
the bench is significant – 
beside the restored Hearse 
House, and welcoming ev-
ery passerby to that area of 
town where Westine was so 
personally involved in car-
ing for its beauty, history, 
and central importance to 
the town and its residents.

Memorial bench in Chester honors 
Barbara Westine
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CHESTER APARTMENTS
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Karen Wilson
Broker
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TPWrealestate.com  |  207 Main Street, Ludlow, VT 05149

www.barrettandvalley.com
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Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation

www.KelleyRealEstate.com
802-228-5333

MOTIVATED SELLER
Mount Holly Country 
Home – � ree Bedroom/3 
Bath Home with 25+/- 
acres. Finished basement 
with two Bonus Rooms 
plus Kitchen and Bath.
Front Porch, Back Deck 
with Hot Tub, Mature 
Perennial Gardens.
Call or Text Listing Agent 
Alex Eatmon at 802-345-
7886

REGION – A new year is a 
great excuse to reassess what 
you want and need to do 
for your home. From form-
ing new cleaning habits, to 
renovation ideas, we’re here 
to help you brainstorm new 
ways to make the most out of 
your space.

  Evaluate your layout and 
furniture

  After you’ve lived in your 
home for a while, your habits 
can change, and your home 
should adapt with you. Go 
through each room and look 
for ways you can make things 
a little smoother. Here are 
some examples: 

  Do you regularly forget 
where you put your keys when 
you last walked through the 
door? Consider installing a 

hook or a nail near your door 
where you can hang them for 
easy access.

  If you don’t like paper clut-
ter on your kitchen island, try 
designating a folder to keep 
everything together so it can 
be reviewed easily.

  When you have company 
over, do you have to rear-
range your furniture every 
time for movie nights or par-
ties? Try furniture with hid-
den seating.

  Are there stacks of books 
on your nightstand table? 
Maybe a new bookshelf is in 
order, or you can donate older 
books to your local library or 
a Little Free Library to make 
more room on your shelf.

Add reminders for home 
maintenance

  It can be hard to remember 
to do infrequent maintenance 
tasks around your home. 
Make life a little easier for 
future you. Create a resolu-
tion to sit down on your next 
day off to craft a list of all the 
important – but sporadic – 
tasks to do throughout the 
year, then add reminders to 
your calendar. Here are some 
examples to get you started: 
Test or change the batteries 
for your smoke alarms and 
carbon monoxide detectors; 
clear out your dryer’s lint 
trap; check the gauge and 
expiration dates on fire extin-
guishers; make sure your air 
vents are not blocked and are 
dust-free; if you have a fire-
place, have it professionally 
inspected and cleaned.

Prioritize energy efficien-
cy

  No matter the weather out-
side, there are simple ways 
you can save money on en-
ergy. If you have a program-

mable thermostat, lower the 
temperature while you’re out 
of the house or on vacation. 
LED lights use less energy 
than other types, but they still 
keep your home well-lit. Even 
opening curtains during the 
day and closing them at night 
can help warm or cool a room 
naturally.

  Research renovation proj-
ects

  If you know you’ll get the 
bug to renovate your home 
during springtime, you can 
start planning now. Tasks like 
choosing paint, comparing 
contractors, or even decid-
ing whether the project needs 
additional financial plan-
ning don’t have to wait for 
the spring. Creating a budget 
for the project is a great way 
to start, as is comparing esti-
mates and shopping for the 
right company.

  Article provided by Free-
dom Mortgage. 

New Year’s resolutions for homeowners
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VermontJournal.com.

OBITUARIES: 
A basic 200-word obituary is $75, and $0.50 per word 

thereafter. A black and white photo is an additional 
$10. Email to editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday 
at 12 p.m.
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Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151
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Fax 802-263-5129
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7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com
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GREATER FALLS
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BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
Mary Ellen (Abbott) Bagley, 
formerly of Bellows Falls, 
Vt., passed away on Dec. 
20, 2024, at her assisted liv-
ing facility in Orlando, Fla. 
She was 83, born in Clare-
mont, N.H., in 1941, and 
was the fifth of seven chil-
dren of Agnes (Little) and 
George Abbott. She gradu-
ated from Bellows Falls 
High School in 1959. Mary 
Ellen had been adopted by 
her aunt Ethelyn (Little) 
Bagley, and she and brother 
Edmund lived with her, 
moving to Florida in 1977. 
She worked for many years 
in Bellows Falls, maintain-
ing telephone books and 
the Yellow Pages. In Orlan-
do, she worked for an auto-
mobile parts store.
   In retirement, Mary 

Ellen loved to read biog-
raphies. She was always 
ready to engage in spirited 
conversation, and enjoyed 
visitors and a good des-
sert. Mary Ellen belonged 
to Jehovah’s Witnesses, and 

attended services in New 
Hampshire and Florida 
with family members. Most 
recently, she was a mem-
ber of Orlando’s Adanson 
Street Congregation.
  Mary Ellen remained 

single throughout her life. 
Even though they prede-
ceased her, she would enjoy 
recognizing her aunt Ethe-
lyn and uncle Ralph Little 
Sr., he formerly of Bellows 
Falls and Jacksonville, Fla. 
Both made her life more 
pleasant for their presence. 
  She is survived by broth-

ers George Lyman Abbott, 
of Claremont, and Edmund 
Leslie Abbott, of Orlando; 
nieces Susan Benware, of 
Virginia, Ann Marie Rog-
ers, of Plainfield, N.H., 
Lisa Wallace, of Claremont, 
N.H., and others; as well as 
cousin Ralph Little of Jack-
sonville.
  Baldwin-Fairchild Fu-

neral Home at Chapel Hill, 
Orlando, is caring for her, 
and ashes will be spread ac-
cording to her wishes.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Alice Marie (Hazeltine) 
Lindquist, a “friend to ev-
eryone,” passed away on 
Dec. 17, surrounded by her 
family, after a brief illness. 
She was 79.
  Born in Springfield, Vt., 

to Clark and Elizabeth Ha-
zeltine, she had one brother, 
Thomas W. Hazeltine, who 
predeceased her. She mar-
ried the love of her life, Al-
bert Charles Lindquist, in 
1966. After traveling with 
Al during his military ser-
vice, they returned to An-
dover and built the cozy log 
cabin that she called home 
for the rest of her life, and 
where she and Al raised two 
sons Christopher Enoch 
and Eric Scott.
  She was a lifelong mem-

ber of the Andover Com-
munity Church, and ex-
pressed her love of God in 
her everyday actions, car-
ing for others as a nurse and 
home health aide, shuttling 
neighbors to appointments, 
baking pies for fundraising 
events, and more.

  She is survived by her 
husband, her sons, her 
nieces Tammie Hazeltine 
Holloway and Jeanette Ha-
zeltine Haight, two daugh-
ters-in-law, four grandchil-
dren, two grandnieces, and 
one grandnephew. Plans for 
a Celebration of Life in the 
spring will be announced at 
a later date.
  The family would be 

grateful for donations in 
her name to Soaring Eagle 
Charity and Heritage Liv-
ing Center at www.soar-
ingeagle.org.

Alice Lindquist, 2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

RON PATCH
Buying Antiques

Photographs
Military
Clocks
Guns
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802-374-0119

ATHENS, VT.
Community Christian Church of Athens, 126 Brookline 
Road
Sunday services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m., and 
prayer meetings are held Wednesdays, at 7 p.m. If you 
have questions, call 802-869-2513. The 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday service is also streamed on Facebook Live at the 
Church’s Facebook page.

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
St. Charles Church, 31 Cherry Hill St.
Masses are held on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday, at 7 a.m.; Wednesday, at 7 p.m.; Saturday 
Vigil Mass, at 4 p.m.; and Sunday, at 9 a.m. For more 
information, call 802-732-8721.

CAVENDISH, VT.
St. James United Methodist Church, 570 Main St.
Please join us Sundays at 8:45 a.m. with Pastor John 
Hawkins. All are welcome. For more information, 
call 802-674-3443 or go to www.facebook.com/
stjamesumcproctorsville.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H.
North Charlestown United Methodist Church, 471 
River Rd.
Worship is Sundays at 9 a.m. Holy communion is 
celebrated the fi rst Sunday of every month.  Go to www.
facebook.com/UMCOfNorthCharlestown for more 
information.

Charlestown Congregational Church, 71 Main St.
Sunday service starts at 10 a.m. All are welcome. For 
more information, call 603-826-3335.

CHESTER, VT.
Chester Baptist Church, 162 Main St.
Worship is Sundays at 10:30 a.m. For more information, 
including online streaming, go to www.chesterbaptist.
org.

Andover Community Church, 928 Weston-Andover Rd.
Sunday school at 9:30 a.m. and worship service 
10:45 a.m. For more information, go to www.
andovercommunitychurch.org.

LONDONDERRY, VT. 
First Baptist Church, 62 Crescent St., S. Londonderry
Worship service is Sunday at 10 a.m. at the 
church. Services will still be live streamed at www.
fi rstbaptistslondonderryvt.org/streaming-worship.html. 
For more information, visit www.fi rstbaptistlondonderryvt.
org or call 802-856-7266.

LUDLOW, VT.
Annunciation Catholic Church, Depot and High St. 
Masses are celebrated on Saturday at 4:30 p.m. and on 
Sunday at 9 a.m. For further information, see our website 
at churchoftheannunciation.org, or call us at 802-228-
3451.

MOUNT HOLLY, VT.
Village Baptist Church, 32 Church St.
We welcome all to come and worship with us Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. For more information, call 802-259-2440.

WALPOLE, N.H.
Walpole Unitarian Church, Union and Main St.
Sunday Service begins at 10 a.m. Services are also 
available via Zoom. For links and updates, go to www.
walpoleunitarianchurch.org.

WESTON, VT.
The Old Parish Church, 644 Main St.
A diverse, informal, and welcoming congregation. 
Sunday service begins at 10:30 a.m. via Zoom. For 
more information, contact Jon Bliss, minister, at 802-824-
4452 or email easthillfarm@vermontel.net.
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January 1, 2025

TOWN OF LONDONDERRY VERMONT 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
The Londonderry Development Review Board will meet at 
139 Middletown Rd at 5:00 PM on Wednesday January 15, 
2025, to hold a public hearing for an application from Scott 
Febbie and Rachael Bacon Febbie to do a two-lot subdivision 
at 212 and 220 Edgehill Rd. Please note: this meeting is 
being held at an earlier time than normal.
 
Those interested in seeing the application, submitting 
written comments, or attending the hearings remotely 
should contact the town’s Zoning Administrator at 
zoningadmin@londonderryvt.org. 
 
 Pursuant to24 V.S.A. Sections 4464(a)(1)(c) and 4471(a), 
participation in the local proceedings is a prerequisite to 
take any subsequent appeal.

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

Rewarding Career as a 
Part-Time Administrative Assistant

The Town of Springfield, VT is seeking a part-time (20 
hours per week) Administrative Assistant for the Town 
Manager’s Office. The Administrative Assistant performs 
clerical, administrative and coordinative functions which 
include relieving the Town Manager of clerical details and 
considerable public contact. The position involves effective 
and tactful communication with public officials, the general 
public and other Town Departments. The ideal candidate 
should have good command of English grammar, spelling 
and business math; well-developed communication skills 
and the ability to maintain an effective working relationship 
with public officials at all levels and the general public; ability 
to compose business correspondence; and ability to exercise 
good judgment in time management. The pay is $21.85 - 
$30.70 per hour depending on experience. Applications 
and a complete job description can be found at https://
springfieldvt.govoffice2.com/jobs. Apply at the Human 
Resources Office, 96 Main Street, (802) 885-2104 (toshr@
vermontel.net). Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
HELP WANTED

YOUTH SERVICES LIBRARIAN

The Town of Springfield, VT announces an opening for a 
Youth Services Librarian position, a full-time, team-oriented 
role (35 hours per week). We are looking for a creative, 
passionate individual with a strong desire to work with 
children and young adults in a public service setting. The 
ideal candidate will bring enthusiasm and a commitment to 
supporting the growth and development of youth through 
library services. If you are dedicated to creating positive, 
engaging experiences for children and young adults, we 
invite you to join our dynamic team! Responsibilies include 
planning, developing and implementing library programs 
and services for children and young adults; providing 
professional expertise in library operations and youth 
services; collaborating with the Library Director to set 
goals and objectives for youth services, including budget 
preparation and grant applications; fostering a love for 
reading, learning, and sustainability among young patrons; 
and managing the library in the absence of the Library 
Director. This position requires a Master’s Degree in Library 
Science from an ALA-accredited university, OR a Bachelor’s 
Degree with Certification as a Public Librarian by the VT 
Dept. of Libraries, OR a combination of education and 
experience demonstrating extensive knowledge of library 
services for children and young adults. Pay is $24.46 - $30.35 
per hour, depending on experience. Non-exempt Union 
position with an excellent benefits package. To apply, please 
visit the Human Resources Office at 96 Main Street or contact 
us at (802) 885-2104 or toshr@vermontel.net. A complete 
job description and application are available at  https://
springfieldvt.govoffice2.com/jobs. The Town of Springfield is 
proud to be an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

JAN. 3 –
BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – The First Baptist 
Church of Bellows Falls, 
9 Church Street, First 
Friday Fundraiser will be 
held Friday, Jan. 3, from 
5-6:30 p.m. Dinner menu 
includes meatloaf, baked 
potato, vegetables, salad, 
dessert, and drinks. There 
is a suggested donation to 
benefit the Friends of the 
Rockingham Free Public 
Library. Please call ahead 
for takeout orders at 802-
463-3220.

JAN. 5 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
First Baptist Church of 
Bellows Falls, 9 Church 
Street, will host a free 
family movie afternoon on 
Sunday, Jan. 5, at 1 p.m. 
The movie showing will be 
“Inside Out.” Popcorn and 
drinks will be provided. 
Everyone is welcome to 
attend.

JAN. 11 –
ANDOVER, Vt. – The 
Andover Snowriders will be 
holding their 12th annual 
pasta dinner on Saturday, 
Jan. 11, from 5-8 p.m., at 
Andover Town Hall. There 
will also be a silent auction, 
basket raffle, and cash 
raffle. The dinner includes 
your choice of pasta 
(penne, ziti, or spaghetti) 
and sauce (marinara, 
vodka sauce, or meat 
sauce), and sides of tossed 
salad, garlic knots, bread, 
desserts, drinks, and a seat 
at the auction table. Takeout 
orders will be delivered 
from 5-6:30 p.m. To order 
delivery, please call 720-
425-1917, from 2-4:30 
p.m. the day of the dinner.

SUNDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the first and third Sunday 
of every month, downstairs 

at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls, from 
8-10 a.m. All you can eat 
for a minimal cost.

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – The 
Perkinsville Community 
Church, 35 Church Street 
in Perkinsville, Vt., will be 
hosting live music every first 
Sunday, from 4-5:30 p.m., 
starting Jan. 5. This historic 
church has recently been 
renovated, and will be 
opening its doors to various 
other events in the coming 
months.

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – The 
Plymouth Historical 
Society will be open for 
winter hours on the first 
and third Sundays for the 
months of January-April. 
Hours will be 2 to 4 p.m., 
in the former Plymouth 
Elementary School, on 
Route 100 in Plymouth, Vt. 
Watch for the “Open” flag.

MONDAYS –
WALPOLE, N.H. – Meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
in St. John’s Parish Hall, 
Walpole.

WESTON, Vt. – Bingo is 
Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
at the Weston Rod & Gun 
Club, 982 Route 100, 
1.5 miles north of Weston 
Village. All are welcome.

TUESDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Fletcher 
Memorial Library will 
hold an infant and toddler 
playground every Tuesday, 
from 10:30 a.m. – 12 
p.m., every Tuesday, 
from December-March. 
Playgroup is the perfect 
place for infants and 
toddlers to explore, learn, 
and grow together. Give 
your child the opportunity 
to make new friends and 
develop important social 
skills in a group while you 
connect with other parents 
and caregivers, share 
experiences, and build a 
supportive community.

W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
Burger night is held every 
Tuesday, from 5-7 p.m., 
at the West Townshend 
Country Store, 6573 
Vermont Route 30, West 
Townshend, Vt. There will 
be live music provided 
by a different local artist 

each week. For more 
information, visit www.
westtownshend.org, call 
802-874-4800, email 
info@westtownshend.org, 
or message the store on 
Facebook.

WEDNESDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Knitting Together, every 
Wednesday, 1-3 p.m., at 
Village Square Booksellers, 
knitting hats and mittens 
for our school kids. We 
provide yarn, some 
direction, and an enjoyable 
visit. Acrylic yarn donations 
are always welcome. For 
more information, contact 
Caroline at 802-463-4653.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Fletcher 
Memorial Library will hold 
winter story time every 
Wednesday, from 10:30-
11 a.m., from December-
March. Best suited for ages 
5 and under. Story Time is 
a wonderful weekly routine 
to establish with your 
young child. Each week 
focuses on early literacy 
activities, stories, songs, 
and ends with a craft or 
science exploration. It is a 
great opportunity for your 
child to socialize and meet 
new friends, and for adult 
caregivers to connect.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Yoga with 
strength, balance, and 
meditation on Wednesdays, 
at 10 a.m., at Black River 
Senior Center. Call Lori at 
603-401-8123 to register.

THURSDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Thursday, from 10-11 
a.m. Classes will be held in 
the First Universalist Parish 
of Chester community 
room. Classes are free and 
open to all. Drop-in class, 

no registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara at 
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

CHESTER, Vt. – Knit Knite 
at Six Loose Ladies on 
the Chester Common 
Thursdays, from 5-8 p.m., 
and via Zoom, from 7-8 
p.m.

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Support group for parents 
of pregnancy and infant 
loss on the first Thursday of 
the month, from 6-7 p.m., 
at Springfield Area Parent 
Child Center, 6 Main Street 
in North Springfield. For 
details or to register, email 
dominiquer@sapcc-vt.org 
or call 802-886-5242 ext. 
258.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Certified 
instructor Helena Wu 
will teach tai chi classes 
every Thursday, from 9-10 
a.m., at the Black River 
Valley Senior Center, 10 
High Street in Ludlow. 
Classes are free, and are 
limited to 10 participants. 
Registration is required. For 
more information, contact 
the Senior Center at 802-
228-7421, or Helena Wu 
at 802-289-7369.

FRIDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings held 
every Friday at 6:30 p.m. 
at St. Joseph’s Church, 
located at 96 South 
Main Street in Chester. 
If you have a problem 
with alcohol, this is an 
understanding place to 
come to. 

SATURDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Edgar May Health and 
Recreation Center offers 
Springfield residents the 
opportunity to come for a 
free swim every Saturday, 
from 1-3 p.m. Participants 
may need to show proof 
of Springfield residency. 
For more information, call 
802-885-2568, email 
info@edgarmay.org, or visit 
www.edgarmay.org.

W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
Taco night is held every 
Tuesday, from 5-7 p.m., 
at the West Townshend 
Country Store, 6573 
Vermont Route 30, West 
Townshend, Vt. There will 
be live music provided 
by a different local artist 
each week. For more 
information, visit www.
westtownshend.org, call 
802-874-4800, email 
info@westtownshend.org, 
or message the store on 
Facebook.

DAILY –
REGION – If you want 
to drink that’s your 
business, but if you want 
to stop, that’s ours. Contact 
Alcoholics Anonymous at 
www.aavt.org or call your 
local hotline at 802-802-
2288 and join a meeting. 
You are not alone.
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community newsOPINION

CLASSIFIEDS
Start at $20 per week for 

4 lines of text. 
Buy 3 get 1 Free!

Email 
ads@vermontjournal.com 

with your listing today

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art  Crafts Gifts & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7

Register for Workshops & Shop Online 
www.galleryvault.org

Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends
Two days: 1/11/25 & 1/18/25  $275, Includes materials.

Painting the Winter Landscape in Watercolor
with Rob O’Brien, 1/11/25  $85

Chinese Calligraphy with Jonathan Root
1/25/25  $38. (Material Fee: $5)

Calligraphy with Love with Jorika Stockwell 2/8/25  $40

Make Fabric Bowls with Beth Ezold 3/15/25  $68
(01/15/25 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
DCI CONCEPTS
DESIGN – BUILD – REMODEL

A family business first. Our projects are held to a higher stan-
dard starting from the very first phone call to the final walk-
through. Our team will impress you with professionalism, qual-
ity, and integrity. 
6 Andover St. Ludlow, VT
802-461-3573
dci@dciconcepts.com
(11/05/25 - 52)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restorations on 
up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our clients can 
expect professionalism, proficiency, customer care, and quality. 
Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/19/25 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(02/12/25 - 13)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER
Painting Interior and Exterior
All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well
802-263-9693   rogcaw@msn.com
Roger, Perkinsville, VT
(12/05/25 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
10am-6pm. 
(08/13/25 - TFN - 52)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/29/25 - 52)

Life Skills Coaching
TOM SALMON CPA, MA
Call or text today if you need private, anonymous guidance 
and mentoring to get a grip on an issue you have been avoid-
ing. Health, Finances, Career, Family Tension, Booze/Drugs. 
Take a few key steps to get things on track. The first of which is 
to call or text 802-535-1555 today, or go to TheFlatTable.com.
(04/09/25 - 26)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(02/19/25 - 13)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(03/19/25 - 13)

Free Heat Pump Presentation
How do they heat and cool your home?  

How much do they cost?  Rebates?  
Get your questions answered at a free presentation 

from an experienced installer. 

Cavendish Fletcher Community Library
573 Main St. Proctorsville, Vt

Sat., Jan. 11 @ 1:00pm
Refreshments provided 

Event sponsored by the Cavendish Energy Committee and 
Cavendish Community and Conservation Association

Dear Editor, 

  The Chester Selectboard 
finds itself in an unfortu-
nate state of disagreement 
with regard to moving the 
work of our planning com-
mission forward. During 
the Sept. 18 and Oct. 16 
public hearing to adopt pro-
posed changes to the zon-
ing bylaws, the selectboard 
heard objections from a 
few households regarding 
implementing a maximum-
density development model 
for the rural zoning dis-
tricts. Following lengthy 
discussions, on Nov. 6, the 
board ultimately directed 
the planning commission to 
revise the bylaws to revert 
to the existing three- and 
five-acre minimum lot sizes 
there, and bring the rest of 
the proposed changes back 
for approval as written. This 
point is made clear within 
the approved minutes from 
that meeting, which read:
  “Lee [Gustafson, select-

board vice chair] said it 
sounded like they had given 
the planning commission 
what they were looking for 
to make the next revision. 
Hugh [Quinn, planning 
commission chair] sum-
marized he was hearing the 
consensus direction from 
the selectboard was not 
to pursue density-based 
zoning, and revert to five-
acre zoning in the green 
and three-acre zoning in 
the yellow, and change the 
name for the green zone to 
something they all agreed 
on, and leave the rest of 
the proposed changes. 
The members agreed with 
Hugh’s summation, and 
said they appreciated all 
their work.”
  During the next public 

hearing, conducted on Dec. 
18, members of two house-
holds voiced objections to 
the building setbacks in 
the proposed bylaws. Ap-
parently some selectboard 

members misremem-
bered what they’d agreed 
to at the November hear-
ing, and either sided 
with the two households’ 
objections over these 
relatively minor details, 
or were undecided as 
to how to vote between 
moving the revised by-
laws forward or rejecting 
them yet again. 
  While it’s never easy to 

tell members of the pub-
lic that their preferences 
regarding a particular 
issue are outweighed by 
other factors, it is the role 
of community leaders to 
make those hard choices. 
The Chester Planning 
Commission worked 
on the bylaw revisions 
for many months, as di-
rected by the selectboard, 
and with the support and 
guidance of experts in 
the field of municipal 
planning. The planning 
commission held many 
public meetings, and 
conducted multiple pub-
lic hearings, all designed 
to elicit and incorporate 
the public’s feedback to 
their proposed bylaw re-
visions. To further delay 
adoption of this work 
is an affront to each of 
those who participated 
in that process, and is a 
disservice to our town. I 
hope our selectboard can 
come together and move 
to adopt the revised rural 
zoning bylaws on Jan. 2, 
and allow our planning 
commission to move on 
to begin work on issues 
impacting the quality of 
life of Chester’s residents 
and the sustained success 
of our business commu-
nity.

Sincerely,
Tim Roper, Selectboard 

Member
Chester, Vt.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
Health Care and Rehabil-
itation Services (HCRS), 
southeastern Vermont’s 
nonprofit community 
mental health and de-
velopmental services 
agency, recently hosted 
their third annual De-
velopmental Services 
Employer Award lun-
cheons to honor 72 lo-
cal businesses for their 
dedication to creating 
disability-inclusive work-
places. These events, held 
in Windham and Wind-
sor counties, on Oct. 17 
and Oct. 21 respectively, 
celebrated employers 
who have demonstrated 
exceptional leadership 
in fostering supportive, 
accessible, and inclusive 
work environments for 
people with a disability.
  Jennifer Merrill, HCRS 

developmental services 
(DS) employment man-
ager, was instrumental in 
organizing these impact-
ful events, which brought 
together HCRS staff, 
community partners, and 
business leaders to spot-
light and support work-
places prioritizing equity 
and accessibility.
  “Our community plays 

a crucial role in promot-

ing equity and ensuring 
access to good jobs for all,” 
said Merrill. “These lun-
cheons celebrate HCRS’ 
commitment to fostering a 
workforce that values hu-
man dignity, and provides 
an opportunity to express 
our gratitude to employ-
ers for their transformative 
impact on the lives of our 
clients. Together, we form 
a collaborative network of 
employers, clients, and di-
rect support professionals, 
working cohesively to pro-
vide tailored support ser-
vices that meet the unique 
needs of employers and cli-
ents alike, enhancing com-
munity inclusion.”
  The luncheons under-

scored the critical role of 
employers in cultivating 
workplaces where em-
ployees of all abilities feel 
empowered to thrive. At-
tendees heard inspiring 
firsthand accounts from 
employees thriving in these 
inclusive environments, 
showcasing the far-reaching 
impact of these employ-
ment practices.
  Alicia White, regional 

manager for HireAbility 
in Brattleboro and Spring-
field, delivered a compelling 
speech on the significance 
of creating workplaces 

where people with disabili-
ties can fully contribute 
their talents and feel genu-
inely valued. White empha-
sized that every role within 
an organization contributes 
to a culture of inclusivity, 
and that partnerships be-
tween HCRS and local busi-
nesses are instrumental in 
breaking down barriers and 
fostering communities built 
on respect and opportunity.
  Each honored employer 

received a special award rec-
ognizing their commitment 
to disability-inclusive em-
ployment. These businesses 
were celebrated for their ef-
forts to promote workforce 
diversity through accessible 
workplace modifications, 
ongoing support for em-
ployees with disabilities, 
and meaningful job oppor-
tunities. These actions align 
with HCRS’ mission to pro-
mote community engage-
ment, equity, and personal 
growth for people with de-
velopmental disabilities.
  Two special honors high-

lighted outstanding con-
tributions to workplace in-
clusion. The Youth Impact 
Award was presented to 
DeCamp Waste Manage-
ment and Vermont State 
Parks for inspiring youth 
with disabilities to join the 

workforce through innova-
tive programs. The Adult 
Employment Award recog-
nized Allen Brothers Farm 
Market and Price Chopper 
for their commitment to 
inclusive hiring practices, 
fostering opportunities for 
adults with a disability to 
thrive in their careers.
  As HCRS strengthens 

its partnerships with lo-
cal businesses to champion 
disability inclusion, these 
awards mark an important 
step in advancing Vermont’s 
commitment to accessible 
and equitable employment. 
HCRS encourages other 
employers to explore the 
benefits of building a di-
verse workforce, and con-
sider how they can contrib-
ute to a more inclusive and 
supportive job market.
  For more information 

about HCRS developmen-
tal services, visit www.hcrs.
org/developmental-servic-
es.

HCRS hosts disability-inclusive 
workplace award luncheons
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arts & entertainment

Come for the Food, Stay for the Fun!

802-228-7797
Kitchen Hours Monday – Friday 4–9pm

Saturday 12–9pm,  Sunday 12-8pm

Monday Open Mic Night at 8:30pm
Tuesday Trivia at 6pm with Rick Davis

Thursday Irish Session with Gypsy Reel at 6:30pm

Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 
Monday - Friday.   Excludes Holidays

SHRIMP & 
SCALLOPS

BROILED 
OR FRIED

$2000
JR. PRIME 

RIB

$1600

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

All Meals are Served with 
House Salad, Caesar Salad, 

or Veggie of the Day

11:45-9 Mon-Sat and 12-8 Sun
Now Taking Reservations

In Chester, take Route 11 East In Chester, take Route 11 East 
for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto 
Green Mtn. Turnpike. We’re Green Mtn. Turnpike. We’re 
the � rst house on the le� !the � rst house on the le� !

Our OwnOur Own

Maple SyrupMaple Syrup
Member VMSMAMember VMSMA

� e Perfect Gi� ! 

Mitch’s MaplesMitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Pure Vermont 
Maple ProductsMaple Products
Sugar House Open DailySugar House Open Daily
802-952-9570802-952-9570

LUDLOW, Vt. – To be-
gin the new year, Friends 
of Ludlow Auditorium 
(FOLA), in conjunction 
with the Book Nook, has 
arranged for an evening of 
readings and short movie 
screenings, featuring the 
Ellis brothers, Asher and 
Jackson, on Saturday, Jan. 4, 
at 7 p.m., in the Heald Au-
ditorium at Ludlow Town 
Hall.
  The Ellis brothers are 

both authors. Asher El-
lis has published numer-
ous books, including “The 
Curse of the Pigman,” “The 
Remedy,” “Cracker Jack,” 
and “The Therapy.”

  One reviewer of “The 
Curse of the Pigman” noted, 
“For fans of heart-pound-
ing, edge-of-your-seat hor-
ror and suspense, ‘Curse of 
the Pigman’ by Asher Ellis 
is a gripping read that will 
keep you on the edge of 
your seat as you join Jason 
and his allies in a desperate 
fight for survival against a 
cult, cannibals, and an an-
cient curse in the isolated 
Town of East Valley.”
  Jackson Ellis has pub-

lished “Lords of St. Thom-
as” and “Black Days.”
  One reader of his “Black 

Days” said, “What a ride. 
I enjoyed the characters, 

even a couple that weren’t 
very likable. The scenery 
descriptions are wonder-
ful and full of detail. The 
story is totally bizarre, 
and the twists turned out 
to be a lot of fun. It’s cer-
tainly going to keep you 
turning pages...I read it 
in one go on a plane and 
the time just zipped by.”
  The authors will pro-

vide readings of excerpts 
from their books, along 
with some short films 
about them as well. The 
short films are “Oh, The 
Guilt,” directed by Sha-
hab Zargari and written 
by Roudi Boroum and 
Jackson Ellis; and “Tro-
phy,” directed by Wil-
liam Peters and written 
by Asher Ellis. Books by 
the Ellis brothers will be 
available, and questions 
from the audience will be 
discussed.
  For additional infor-

mation, call 802-228-
3238.

FOLA presents evening 
with Ellis brothers

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Gallery at the VAULT is 
excited to offer a raku 
pottery workshop with 
Andrew Berends on two 
consecutive Saturdays, 
Jan. 11 and Jan. 18, from 
1-5 p.m. each day. Regis-
ter by Saturday, Jan. 4.
  Berends will be teach-

ing the exciting Japanese 
firing technique known 
as raku. The firings take 
about an hour, and you 
get a finished piece at the 
end. Raku is a fun, excit-
ing technique, where pots 
are fired to 1,840 degrees, 
pulled out of the hot kiln, 
and manipulated with 

sawdust and water to change 
the look of the glazes. The 
glazes can be metallic, and/
or have a crackle effect, 
making each piece truly 
unique and one-of-a-kind. 
We will also fire pots with a 
technique known as “horse-
hair” raku, which creates in-
teresting designs on the clay. 
  The class will include 

wheel throwing, slab mak-
ing, as well as extruding in-
struction. The first day will 
include making all types of 
clay work, and the second 
day will be glazing and fir-
ing all the pots in the raku 
tradition. The class is geared 
towards teens through 

adults, and limited to five 
students.
  The cost of the workshop 

is discounted for gallery 
members, and includes 25 
pounds of clay, glazes, and 
firing costs. Wear old cloth-
ing, and bring pottery tools 
if you have them. Direc-
tions to Berends’ studio in 
Springfield will be given at 
registration.
  Gallery at the VAULT is 

located at 68 Main Street 
in Springfield. For more 
information, call 802-885-
7111, email galleryvault@
vermontel.net, visit www.
galleryvault.org, or stop by 
the gallery.

Raku pottery workshop 
through the VAULT

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next 
Stage Arts presents a 
double bill of good-time 
swing blues music from 
the 1930s from The 
Smack Dabs, and gypsy 
jazz from Rhythm Fu-
ture Quartet, on Satur-
day, Jan. 11, at 7:30 p.m., 
at Next Stage.
  The Smack Dabs spe-

cialize in good-time 
swing blues music from 
the 1930s, featuring the 
songs of Tampa Red, Big 
Bill Broonzy, The Harlem 
Hamfats, and many oth-
ers. This delightful and 
timeless genre features 
a rich variety of musi-
cal styles, ranging from 
mournful blues to joyful 
celebrations, setting the 
stage for incredible solo 

and group improvisations, 
and delighting audiences 
and dancers alike.
  The core band includes 

Mark Earley on guitar, 
vocals, and kazoo; David 
Sparr on piano; Jim Gray 
on upright bass; Mark Ber-
ney on cornet; Kit Buckley 
on saxophone and clarinet; 
and Jon Kraus on wash-
board.
  The acoustic jazz ensem-

ble Rhythm Future Quartet 
has a straightforward agen-
da: to keep the spirit of gyp-
sy jazz alive and expanding 
in today’s musical universe. 
The virtuosic foursome, 
named for a Django Re-
inhardt tune, offers up a 
newly minted sound, in-
fluenced by the classic Hot 
Club of France, yet wholly 

contemporary. Founded by 
violinist Jason Anick, the 
quartet performs dynamic 
and lyrical arrangements of 
both gypsy jazz standards 
and original compositions 
that draw upon diverse in-
ternational rhythms and 
musical idioms. With Max 
O’Rourke, Henry Ack-
er, and Greg Loughman 
rounding out the quartet, 
Rhythm Future is dedicated 
to expanding the boundar-
ies of a vital musical genre.
  Next Stage is located at 

15 Kimball Hill in down-
town Putney, Vt. For infor-
mation, call 802-387-0102. 
Advance tickets are avail-
able at www.nextstagearts.
org. Next Stage will provide 
a beer, wine, and cocktail 
cash bar.

The Smack Dabs, Rhythm 
Future Quartet at Next Stage

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
Gallery at the VAULT is 
pleased to welcome new 
artist Jo Robbins, author 
and illustrator of her first 
children’s book, “It’s a Mat-
ter of Trust”.
  Robbins is a New Eng-

land native living in Spring-
field. She worked as a para-

legal for 40 years in various 
facets of law. She has also 
worked with multiple non-
profits. Robbins has three 
grown sons and four grand-
children, and she spends 
her free time in her home 
on the bank of a magical 
brook surrounded by those 
she loves. She plans on 

writing more books in the 
future.
  Gallery at the VAULT is 

located at 68 Main Street, 
Springfield, and is open 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays, from 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m.; and Fridays, 
from 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. For 
more information, call 
802-885-7111, email gal-
leryvault@vermontel.net, 
or visit www.galleryvault.
org or the gallery’s Face-
book or Instagram page. 
Gallery at the VAULT is 
handicap accessible.

New artist at Gallery 
at the VAULT

The cover of “It’s a Matter of 
Trust.”

PHOTO PROVIDED
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