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BY SHAWNTAE WEBB
The Vermont Journal

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
At the Nov. 18 Londonderry 
Selectboard meeting, town 
administrator Shane O’Keefe 
announced they received a 
resignation letter from Em-
mett Dunbar, cochair of the 
SoLo Master Planning Task 
Force. Rachel Febbie, a pre-
vious Williams Dam Adviso-
ry Committee member, also 
wrote to the town acknowl-
edging Dunbar’s resignation. 
  Melissa Brown, former se-

lectboard member, pressed 
the board to get answers as 
to why volunteers continue 
to resign in the Town of 
Londonderry. Brown de-
clared there have been “14 
resignations in the last six 
months...I’m pushing to say, 
‘please do something.’”  
  Board cochair Martha Dale 

expressed, “When the plan-
ning commission resigned, I 
said that we owned it.” Dale 
continued to verbalize that 
occurrence was something 
the board needs to under-
stand and learn from. 
  Brown urged the board to 

speak with those individuals 
to determine why they each 
could not continue in their 
roles. Board member Taylor 
Prouty stated they have host-
ed exit interviews in the past 
for specific positions. Dale 
agreed they could privately 
meet with resigned volun-
teers to determine what 
went wrong. Board member 
James Ameden expressed, 
“I’m open to hearing any-
one’s concerns...To me it’s 
a communication gap that 
hasn’t been fixed since.” 
  Dunbar’s letter read, “After 

the undeserving ill treatment, 
escalated tones, and finger 
waving I received from some 
of the Londonderry Plan-
ning Commission members 
and an audience member 

(Tom Cavanagh) on Nov. 11, 
I am respectfully resigning 
as the cochair of the SoLo 
Master Planning Task Force.” 
He continued to state, “This 
project is worthy and good. 
It can help our village be 
even better than it already is. 
Perhaps, the deliverables will 
aid in positive economic and 
community development 
in South Londonderry? Re-
spectfully – yet discouraged, 
Emmett Dunbar.” 
   Febbie wrote to the board 

on the evening of the Nov. 
18 meeting, requesting that 
it be read aloud. “I recently 
heard of another resigna-
tion from a town committee 
member...I’ve never seen so 
many resignations, it’s truly 
concerning,” she wrote. “I 
would have resigned from 
my positions as well if we 
had not disbanded the Wil-
liams Dam Advisory Com-
mittee.”
  Febbie continued that the 

committee was always very 
mindful of the townspeople’s 
values and tax dollars, and 
referenced the research and 
study the committee did. 
“The changes made to the 
scope of the study complete-
ly undermined the commit-
tee’s purpose, and the fact 
that someone from above 
made those changes without 
communicating them to the 
committee is an unfathom-
able level of deceit, and ex-
hibits entitlement and arro-
gance. I will also add, those 
changes were made at a cost 
to the townspeople. Quite 
honestly, I feel being on that 
committee was a complete 
waste of my time and en-
ergy.”
  She went on to say her 

feelings were validated when 
the Williams Dam Advisory 
Committee was disbanded. 
“Moreover, validation came 
once again when Tom Ca-
vanagh disrespected our se-

nior community member 
Bob Forbes, who served 
on the Williams Dam Ad-
visory Committee, when 
Bob was trying to share 
findings with the select-
board.” 
  “I have never served 

on a selectboard, but I 
do feel there should be a 
level of professionalism 
and objectiveness, and if 
you can’t adhere to that, 
then maybe you should be 
the one considering your 
resignation.” Febbie con-
cluded her letter, “We’re 
all learning and growing, 
and perhaps this letter is 
a stepping stone in some 
way.”
  Resident Heather Ste-

phenson suggested mak-
ing meetings more inter-
active, with the ability for 
residents to participate 
without attending in per-
son. O’Keefe noted the 
meetings are not required 
to be hosted remotely, 
though they are required 
to be recorded and posted 
for 30 days. Part of the re-
strictions, he explained, 
is the personnel to make 
that happen. 
  Stephenson said, “In 

the direction of transpar-
ency,” the town may get a 
volunteer to help, “but do-
ing nothing is going in the 
opposite direction.”
  The board agreed that 

action needed to be taken, 
and Dale expressed that 
she would be interested to 
look into the underlying 
issue, and the “ethics we 
want to embrace.” 
  Full article online at 

www.vermontjournal.
com. Further details from 
the Nov. 18 meeting will 
be reported on in the next 
printed edition. The next 
Londonderry Selectboard 
meeting will be held Mon-
day, Dec. 2, at 6 p.m.

Resignation in 
Londonderry sparks 
public input

LUDLOW, Vt. –  The 
Expeditionary School 
at Black River (ESBR) is 
excited to announce that 
several supporters are 
providing a Matching 
Fund Challenge, total-
ing $10,400. That means 
if you help us reach 
$10,400, then these do-

nors will match with their 
own personal pledges for a 
total of at least $20,800 being 
raised for Giving Tuesday 
2024. Remember, proceeds 
go directly to ESBR, as it is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit school; 
funding helps ESBR con-
tinue to provide an authentic 
education for the children 

in our community and sur-
rounding area. One such ex-
ample is to provide funding 
for students to receive tech 
school programming, and 
gain experience in specific 
trade careers. So please help 
us reach our goal this giving 
season. As always, thank you 
all for your support.

ESBR Giving Tuesday

BY NICK GIBERTI
The Vermont Journal

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
Chester Selectboard be-
gan their Wednesday, 
Nov. 20, meeting by hear-
ing updates from town 
manager Julie Hance, 
who told the board 
that the town had been 
awarded a Municipal 
Energy Resilience Pro-
gram (MERP) grant to-
taling nearly $500,000. 
The grant, Hance said, 
will be used to upgrade 
the energy infrastructure 
of municipal buildings, 
including the town hall, 
Whiting Library, and 
Chester Academy build-
ing.
  The board then moved 

to approve use of a short 
list of town roads by the 
Chester Snowmobile 
Club. During the discus-
sion, Chester landowner 
Paul Bidgood rose to ad-
dress the board, asking if 
the list of roads included 
in the selectboard’s pack-
et was the “complete list 
of roads that the snow-
mobile club can use?” 
Bidgood was informed 
by board member Pe-
ter Hudkins that, in the 
State of Vermont, “any 
unplowed road” is au-
tomatically allowed for 
snowmobile use.
  Bidgood has been en-

gaged in a longstanding 
struggle with the towns of 
Chester and Cavendish to 
prevent snowmobile use 

of a portion of Bailey Hill 
Road, also known as Town 
Highway 136, which runs 
through his property, and 
which he says is actually pri-
vate property that has been 
improperly classified as a 
Class 4 road. Reading from 
a lengthy statement, Bid-
good reiterated his claim 
that a section of the road in 
question was “discontinued” 
in 1905, and another section 
was similarly discontinued 
in 1932. However, according 
to Bidgood, at a meeting of 
the Cavendish Selectboard 
on March 21, 1997 – “that 
fateful day,” as Bidgood re-
peatedly referred to it – there 
was “collusion between the 
Town of Cavendish and the 
Town of Chester, for the 
benefit of VAST,” resulting 
in the road being classified 
as a town highway despite 
the previous discontinuanc-
es, which has resulted in use 
by the Vermont Association 
of Snow Travelers (VAST) 
each winter up to the pres-
ent day.
  The selectboard informed 

Bidgood that they had been 
working on the matter with 
the town’s attorney Jim Car-
roll since he had initially 
brought the issue to them 
in February, and would be 
issuing a decision in the 
coming weeks. “There is 
a lot more to this than just 
the presentation that you 
gave us. There’s documents 
stacked this high,” respond-
ed Board Chair Arne Jony-
nas, indicating a stack nearly 
a foot high.

  Bidgood, in his final words 
to the board, explained, “I do 
not want to get accosted or 
arrested when I stop snow-
mobiles from coming from 
Chester’s side into Caven-
dish. The Chester road only 
goes as far as the town line,” 
addressing the latter part of 
his comments to members 
of the Chester Snowmobile 
Club in attendance at the 
meeting. Jonynas shrugged 
and brought an end to the 
discussion, noting that the 
road Bidgood was speaking 
about was not included on 
the list of roads currently 
being approved, and that 
therefore, by the rules of or-
der governing the meeting, 
this was not the proper time 
for discussion of the issue.
  The board also heard 

from Joe Karl of the Chester 
Housing Commission, who 
wanted the board to seek 
approval from the voters 
of Chester at March’s Town 
Meeting to set up what 
he called a “housing trust 
fund.” This fund would be 
controlled by the housing 
commission, and would be 
used to “assist in funding 
projects…without going to 
the tax base,” Karl stated. 
The fund would provide 
capital subsidy for housing 
developments, accessory 
dwelling unit creation, use 
of publicly owned land for 
housing, bringing vacant 
lots into code compliance, 
and permitting for housing 
projects, according to Karl, 

Chester approves 
snowmobile club road use

See CHESTER on Page 2
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and could be funded in a 
number of ways. One of the 
funding methods discussed 
at the meeting was a 1% lo-
cal options tax, which would 
also require voter approval. 
However, this was not pur-
sued concretely, and the 
board intended to revisit the 
issue if and when the voters 
approve the housing trust 
fund.
  The board also looked over 

draft budgets for the Whit-

is actually slightly lower 
than that for 2024. The full 
text of the draft budgets can 
be seen in the selectboard’s 
Nov. 20 meeting packet at 
www.chestervt.gov/select-
board.html.
  Finally, Hance requested 

Economic Development 
Funds from the board, to 
aid in making electrical up-
grades to the town hall audi-
torium, which has recently 
been used for an expanded 
array of events brought in by 
the volunteer group Upstairs 
at Town Hall. The project is 
intended to be done in two 
phases, with the first phase 
consisting of upgrades to 
the electrical panel on the 
balcony, and then installa-
tion of 16 electrical outlets 
total along both walls on the 
main floor. This phase is es-

timated to cost $17,000.
  Phase 2 would be the in-

stallation of a panel box 
on the stage, and an up-
grade to utilize three-phase 
power. This phase would 
cost $14,000, though Hance 
hoped that some could be 
offset with the MERP grant 
the town had received. 
While the board was gener-
ally supportive of this effort, 
some questioned whether 
three-phase power was fea-
sible or necessary. Ultimate-
ly the board gave Hance the 
go-ahead to proceed with 
Phase 1, and will revisit 
plans and approval for Phase 
2 in the future.
  The Chester Selectboard’s 

next meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, at 6:30 
p.m., at the Chester Town 
Hall.

CHESTER
From Page 1

ing Library and the Ches-
ter recreation and facilities 
departments. Of particular 
note, the Whiting Library 
was requesting that Chester 
cover all personnel expens-
es, at a total of $125,356. The 
library, treasurer Lora Co-
kolat told the board, has in 
the past struggled to retain 
personnel due to low wages. 
While the library is now 
providing competitive wag-
es to its employees, this has 
required a commensurate 
increase in their budget for 
the last several years, though 
the payroll budget for 2025 

LUDLOW, Vt. – Mary 
W. Davis Realtor & Asso-
ciates is offering to match 
donations made to Black 
River Good Neighbor 
Services during this holi-
day season up to $2,500, 
for a total of $5,000.
  Black River Good 

Neighbor Services’ mis-
sion is to provide confi-
dential, temporary food, 
clothing, and financial 
and disaster assistance 
to those in need, help-
ing them return to self-
sufficiency. During the 
flood of July 2023, they 
provided great assistance 
to those affected in our 
area. For the holiday sea-
son, they provide cheer 
with food and gifts to 
families who have experi-
enced economic reverses. 
Over the past four years, 
they have served over 
526 families, or 1,242 in-
dividuals, with gifts. 
  Black River Good 

Neighbor Services works 
diligently to empower those 
who are underserved. Fam-
ilies and individuals living 
in Ludlow, Proctorsville, 
Cavendish, Mount Holly, 
Belmont, and Plymouth 
benefit from the food shelf, 
thrift store, and furniture 
store.
  If you are interested in 

donating, please visit our 
office in the Shaw’s Plaza 
or mail a check payable to 
Black River Good Neigh-
bors to Mary W. Davis at 
P.O. Box 419, Ludlow, VT, 
05149. We will give you 
a collectible 2024 holiday 
ornament as a token of our 
appreciation. Let’s work to-
gether to make this a very 
happy holiday for everyone.
  The Mary Davis office is 

open Monday through Sat-
urday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.; and 
Sunday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
When we work together, we 
are able to accomplish great 
things for our community.

Mary Davis to 
match donations 
to BRGNSLUDLOW, Vt. –

On a rainy Thurs-
day in Ludlow, 
three local busi-
nesses were 
awarded the 2024 
Dukie Awards. It 
was a new experi-
ence for Divided 
Sky and their in-
domitable leader 
Melanie Gulde. 
“This is our very 
first award of any 
kind, and we’ve 
only been open for 
one year,” gushed 
the program di-
rector for the resi-
dential recovery 
program. Mojo, on the 
other hand, are veterans 
when it comes to bagging 
the vaunted Dukie. Mojo 
last received a Dukie in 
2021, and John and Jodi 
Seward were thrilled, say-
ing “laissez bon temps 
roulez,” which of course is 
Cajun French for “let the 

good times roll.” Patrick 
and Betsy Ross of Tygart 
Mountain Sports had an 
unusually grand day re-
ceiving their third award, 
which was nicknamed the 
throuple. The selection 
committee for the Dukie 
award has obviously seen 
something they like down 

at Tygart, and rewarded 
them accordingly.
  The Duke DaLoose 

Foundation Award for 
Excellence, also known 
as the Dukie, is an annual 
award presented to busi-
nesses who exhibit the 
traits embodied by the 
award’s namesake Duke 
DaLoose. The Duke Da-
Loose Foundation Com-
mittee for Awarding the 

Duke DaLoose Foun-
dation Award for Ex-
cellence is responsible 
for choosing the recipi-
ents of the prestigious 
award. As Patrick Ross 
from Tygart Moun-
tain Sports expressed, 
“Wow, just wow, I am 
speechless.” And to any-
one who knows Ross, 
that is indeed an ac-
complishment.

Three Ludlow businesses 
awarded 2024 Dukies

Melanie Gulde of Divided Sky 
Foundation with Duke Da-
Loose.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Jodie and John Seward of 
Mojo Cafe with Duke Da-
Loose.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Betsy and Pat Ross of  Tygart 
Mountain Sports with Duke 
DaLoose.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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BY RON PATCH
802-374-0119

ronpatch27@gmail.com

  A while back, Ted Spauld-
ing gave me a book written 
by Richard Whitcomb of 
Springfield, titled “Ram-
bling Reminiscences.” I just 
got around to reading it.
  Here’s a little history from 

the title page. 
  “Richard Whitcomb was 

born in Spencer Hollow, 
Springfield, Vt., on April 21, 
1911, and grew up there on 
the home farm. He gradu-
ated from Springfield High 
School and the University 
of Massachusetts. He had a 
dairy and poultry operation 
until 1971 when his wife 
Ethel Bishop died. He sold 
the farm to his daughter 
Ann and her husband Len 
Germain. Richard remar-
ried and lives in Perkins-
ville in the Pink House with 
his wife, formerly Doris 
Stapleton.
  “Gardening and wood-

working have been his hob-
bies, and he has kept a keen 
interest in Springfield. The 
Springfield Reporter has 
used the many articles that 
follow.”

  Ashley’s Ferry
  “As a 9-year-old boy I 

rode with my father from 
our farm home in Spencer 
Hollow up toward Eureka 
and down the old Ferry 
road to Weathersfield Bow, 
a distance of perhaps three 
miles. Then on down past 
good meadow land to Oli-
ver Ashley Ferry carrying 
a wagon load of apples to 
be pressed for cider by the 
man who lived across the 
river and operated a cider 
mill and the ferry. (The one 
and only time I ever rode 
on the ferry boat.)
  “This Ferry was com-

missioned in 1784 and op-
erated for 143 years, being 
destroyed at the time of the 
1927 flood. It was the main 
route from Springfield to 
Claremont along with the 

ferries at Charlestown and 
Ascutney, so the ferryman 
must have kept busy. 
  “The ferry was secured 

by two sets of cable and 
pulleys to a steel cable 
which crossed the river 
and was fastened to a tree 
on the Vermont side and 
to the ferryman’s house on 
the New Hampshire side. 
The boat could be angled 
by adjusting the cables so 
the river current propelled 
it across and the angle was 
reversed on the return trip. 
A gate at either end of the 
ferry kept the two or three 
wagons safe on board. 
  “On one occasion a horse 

panicked and backed the 
wagon and travelers off 
the boat, but all survived. 
The ferry must have been 
a seasonal convenience. In 
the winter they must have 
crossed on ice.
  “Dr. Bernard Taylor, a lo-

cal dentist and good story 
teller, lived with his par-
ents on the Hubbard Farm 
in Eureka (the big brick 
house) and farmed there 
for some years. At the time 
farmers shipped cream to 
Boston. Bernard and broth-
er Ivan transported theirs 
and some of the neighbors’ 
with a team and wagon to 
Claremont Junction where 

it was put on freight cars 
about a mile beyond the 
ferry landing.
  “They probably took 

turns driving, but Bernard 
did the heavy lifting all the 
heavy cans of cream into 
the freight cars. They had 
an old dog that always went 
along with them traveling 
at will and wandering off 
looking for woodchucks. 
On one trip he wandered 
quite a distance from the 
wagon presumably having 
good luck hunting and by 
the time he arrived at the 
landing he found the ferry 
had left! 
  “So what to do but swim 

across which he did, but be-
cause of the river current he 
landed downstream quite 
a distance. According to 
Bernard, the next time the 
dog was late he traveled up-
stream in the meadow be-
fore crossing and reached 
the New Hampshire side 
just where he should at the 

landing! Smart dog! And I 
bet he was smart enough 
to hitch a ride home in the 
wagon at least part of the 
way.”

  This week’s old saying is 
from my mother. “There 
is nothing you can do that 
hasn’t been done before.”

Ashley’s Ferry

R.H. Bacon on the Charlestown ferry in 1910.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY DANNY CLEMONS

PUTNEY, Vt. – The Put-
ney Historical Society 
presents a screening of Jay 
Craven’s new film “Lost Na-
tion,” followed by a Q&A 
session led by Craven, on 
Saturday, Nov. 30, at 7 p.m., 
at Next Stage. The event is 
part of the film’s Vermont 
50 Town Tour, and is a fun-
draiser for the Putney Town 
Hall Renovation Project, to 
make the building more ef-
ficient, and provide a home 
for the Putney Historical 
Society.
  “Lost Nation” is a Revolu-

tionary War-era action dra-
ma set in the early upstart 
Republic of Vermont.  It 
features Vermont founding 
father and rebel schemer 
Ethan Allen, who leads re-
sistance to New Yorker land 
claims, launches an ill-fated 
attack on British forces in 
Montreal, and leads inva-
sions by his Green Moun-
tain Boys into the Yorker 
strongholds of Guilford and 
Brattleboro.
  The film’s parallel and 

intersecting story features 
pioneering poet Lucy Terry 
Prince, who was enslaved 
at the age of 3 in western 
Massachusetts, and settled 
a Guilford, Vt., homestead 
with her family during this 
same time. Like Allen, the 
Princes found themselves 
caught up in turbulent 
times that threatened their 
prospects for the land and 
freedom they sought. Like 
Allen, Lucy Prince upset 
the status quo in her asser-
tive use of early Vermont’s 
legal and political systems 
to defend her family.
  Next Stage is located at 

15 Kimball Hill in down-
town Putney, Vt. For infor-
mation, call 802-387-0102 

or visit www.nextstagearts.
org. Advance tickets are 
available at www.kcppre-
sents.org. Next Stage will 
provide snacks and a beer, 
wine, and cocktail cash bar.

Jay Craven’s 
“Lost Nation” at 
Next Stage

Follow us!
The Vermont Journal

The ShopperLike us on Facebook!   @VermontJournal
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LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 

Subject to space. May 
be edited for clar-
ity, grammatical er-
rors, and libelous state-
ments. Must be kept 
under 400 words. Must 
include name and town 
for publication. View-
points do not necessar-
ily reflect the views of 
The Vermont Journal & 
The Shopper.

POLITICAL 
LETTERS

Due to the volume of 
political letters we re-
ceive during elections, 
and the increased cost 
of adding pages to the 
paper to print them 
all, political letters  are 
charged at the rate of 
$75 for 200 words, 
and $0.50 per word 
thereafter. Political let-
ters include endorsing, 
electioneering, or cam-
paigning for, or against, 
a sepcific candidate or 
party.
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TOWNSHEND, Vt. – Af-
ter Black Friday and Cy-
ber Monday comes Giving 
Tuesday, a worldwide day 
of philanthropy during the 
season of gratitude. This 
year, Giving Tuesday falls 
on Dec. 3.
  Grace Cottage Family 

Health & Hospital is ask-
ing for Giving Tuesday 
donations for the purchase 
of several pieces of state-
of-the art equipment for 
the newly renovated out-
patient rehab clinic build-

ing. This equipment is 
designed to help patients 
return to optimal health as 
fast and completely as pos-
sible. 
  With the number of 

patients seeking physical 
and occupational therapy 
growing, Grace Cottage is 
in the final stages of reno-
vating the Heins Building 
on its campus to become 
the new outpatient re-
hab clinic, featuring more 
treatment rooms and an 
expanded gym. The public 

is invited to tour the new 
facility during the rib-
bon cutting ceremony 
on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 
from 12-1 p.m. 
  Community sup-

port will help to get 
this expanded space up 
and running at full ca-
pacity. Checks can be 
made payable to Grace 
Cottage, with “Giving 
Tuesday” on the memo 
line, and sent to P.O. 
Box 1, Townshend, VT 
05353. For details on 
the equipment and more 
information, visit www.
gracecottage.org/giv-
ingtuesday, or call 802-
365-9109.

Giving Tuesday at Grace 
Cottage Hospital

Dear Editor,

  Thanks to the vot-
ers of Springfield/North 
Springfield, who voted 
to re-elect me as your 
state representative. I 
held off submitting this 
thank-you letter until 
this week, as the third-
place finisher requested 
a recount. The differ-
ence from first place to 
third place was 36 votes. 
The recount was held last 
Friday, at the Windsor 
County clerk’s building 
in Woodstock. 
  Though I am not nec-

essarily superstitious, 
I do believe in waiting 
until the official results 
are determined and 
announced before ac-
knowledging the results. 
Nothing could be more 
embarrassing than mak-
ing claims that ultimately 
prove to be false or get 
overturned. Waiting un-
til the results of the re-
count just seemed logical 

to me. 
  Having been a part of 

the elections process for 
many years, I could not be 
prouder of the staff in our 
town clerk’s office. The 
Woodstock recount totals 
matched the town’s local 
tabulation to produce the 
same results. This speaks 
volumes to the integrity 
of our election process, its 
controls, and accountabil-
ity. This year I couldn’t be 
part of the election tally, as 
my name was on the ballot. 
  The recount process was 

facilitated by the Windsor 
County clerk, Woodstock’s 
town clerk, and 22 volun-
teers who worked all day 
through the recount process 
to tabulate the results. I am 
extending a sincere appre-
ciation and thank-you to all 
the volunteers who sorted 
and counted through the 
4,590 ballots that resulted 
in confirming the election 
of your two representatives. 

Likewise, I am expressing 
my appreciation and thank-
you to the Springfield gen-
eral election volunteers, 
some of whom labored into 
the early morning hours on 
election day. 
  This does not end here 

for me. Through our neigh-
borhood campaign efforts, 
I heard from hundreds of 
concerned citizens. Instead 
of ending with the recount, 
I see our work as just be-
ginning. There are several 
major topics that the ad-
ministration and legislature 
will need to focus on, in-
cluding healthcare, educa-
tion, housing, public safety, 
and taxpayer affordability. 
I look forward to working 
for you, Springfield, in the 
upcoming session starting 
in January. 

Sincerely,
Kristi Morris
Windsor-3 State Repre-

sentative

Dear Editor,

  The speakers at the 
Liberty Food Fest in Bel-
lows Falls have a great 
opportunity to recognize 
and celebrate everyone 
who has a part in bring-
ing food from the earth 
to your table. I’m disap-
pointed by messaging 
I’ve seen from some of 
these featured folks.
  Having come to Ver-

mont and New Hamp-
shire as a migrant apple 
picker in 1969, I’ve seen 

a lot of hardworking people 
of many colors and coun-
tries of origin. Fellow work-
ers have been speakers of 
lots of languages; their gen-
der preferences have been 
their own choice. And all 
my fellow workers except 
a few Native Americans 
had ancestors from outside 
North America. All were 
contributing labor to our 
food economy.
  Instead of claiming the 

supremacy of whiteness 

in farming and whiteness 
in land ownership, these 
speakers could be more 
generous in recognizing 
the shared work ethic that 
anyone can apply to farm-
ing. The result is more food 
on your table regardless of 
the color, gender, or origin 
of the hand that produced 
it.

Sincerely,
Julie Levy
Weathersfield, Vt.

@VermontJournal

Dear Editor,

  Recently, I found my-
self waiting an entire 
week after paying a tailor 
$15 to wash and press a 
pair of pants and replace 
a missing button. As I re-
flected on this small but 
oddly frustrating delay, 
I realized something: I 
could have easily done 
the job myself. After all, I 
own an ironing board, an 
iron, and even a basket 
filled with threads and 
needles. Not to mention, 
we have a washing ma-

chine and dryer at home.
  So why didn’t I handle 

it on my own? I’m retired, 
and certainly have the 
time. Growing up, my par-
ents taught me how to sew 
and make simple repairs, 
skills they likely saw as es-
sential to self-reliance. Yet, 
somewhere along the way, I 
outsourced this straightfor-
ward task.
  This small moment led 

me to think more broadly 
about what we’re teaching 
the children of today. In an 

age of convenience, are we 
inadvertently sending the 
message that such basic 
skills no longer matter? Are 
we modeling a reliance on 
services for tasks that, not 
so long ago, were consid-
ered everyday responsibili-
ties?
  The art of sewing and re-

pairing clothes is more than 
just a practical skill – it’s a 
lesson in resourcefulness, 
patience, and self-sufficien-
cy. By stepping away from 
these habits, we risk losing 
more than just money or 
time. We lose a connection 
to a mindset that values 
making do with what we 
have, rather than constantly 
seeking external help for 
minor problems.
  Perhaps it’s time to re-

claim these skills – not only 
for ourselves, but also to 
pass them on to future gen-
erations. After all, some-
thing as simple as sewing 
on a button or pressing a 
pair of pants isn’t just about 
clothing; it’s about fostering 
a spirit of independence in a 
world that seems to increas-
ingly favor dependence.

Sincerely,
Offie C. Wortham
Johnson, Vt.
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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Duane A. Blanchard, 62, 
died unexpectedly at his 
home on Saturday, Nov. 16, 
2024. He was born Dec. 7, 
1961, in Springfield, Vt., the 
son of Gilford and Florence 
(Goodrich) Blanchard. 
He graduated from Green 
Mountain Union High 
School.
  He served in the United 

States Air Force and the 
Vermont National Guard, 
serving in the Gulf War.
  Duane was a carpenter 

and builder in the area for 
many years, a job he very 
much enjoyed.
  He enjoyed hunting, fish-

ing, and being outdoors. He 
loved animals, especially 
his dogs.
  Duane is survived by 

his daughter Courtney 
Blanchard; sister Diane 
Ponto and her husband 
Robert of Rutland; and 
grandchildren Camden 
Chase, Jayda Chase, Sage 
Chase, and Gavin Cady. He 

is also survived by several 
nieces, nephews, and cous-
ins.
  He was predeceased by his 

parents Gilford Blanchard, 
Florence and Milton Baker, 
and by two brothers Don-
ald Blanchard and Douglas 
Blanchard.
  A Celebration of Life will 

be held at a later date, and 
burial will be in the North 
Street Cemetery in Chester, 
Vt.
  Davis Memorial Chapel 

in Springfield is assisting 
with arrangements.

Duane Blanchard, 1961-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CHESTER, Vt. – It is with 
heavy hearts that we share 
Huzon J. “Jerry” Stewart III 
passed away comfortably 
and well-loved at his fam-
ily home in Chester, Vt., on 
Nov. 13, 2024. Born July 
30, 1943, in Springfield, Vt., 
he was the son of Huzon J. 
Stewart Jr. and F. Ernestine 
(Jones) Stewart.
  Jerry was a graduate of 

Chester High School, Class 
of 1962, although friends 
from the Class of 1961 of-
ten claimed him as one of 
their own. He kept the ca-
maraderie alive by attend-
ing monthly class lunches 
whenever he could.
  After high school, Jerry 

joined the U.S. Air Force 
during the Vietnam War 
and was stationed in Ger-
many, where he flexed his 
skills on their ski team. Fol-
lowing five years of service, 
he returned to his home-
town of Chester. Over the 
years he explored various 
careers, from being an elec-
trician’s apprentice, to a ski 
instructor at Magic Moun-
tain and Stratton Mountain, 
to following his true passion 
for moving dirt.
  He founded H.J. Stewart 

Excavating, which eventu-
ally evolved into H.J. Stew-
art & Sons Excavating with 
the involvement of his sons, 
Huzon IV and Nathan. Ad-
ditionally, Jerry enjoyed 
several years as a truck 
driver, hauling show horses 
around the country for JR 
Hudson. He later worked 
with Springfield Paving un-
til he retired to care for his 
parents. But his love for the 
dirt never faded. For years 
he worked with his backhoe 
on small jobs and plowed 
snow, making winters easier 
for many in Chester for 60 
years.
  Jerry’s love for his country 

and fellow veterans was evi-
dent as a lifetime member at 
Chester American Legion 
Post 67. He served in ev-
ery officer position at least 
once, and even took on the 
role of commander multiple 
times. In 2017-2018, he was 
elected as the American Le-
gion State of Vermont Com-
mander after a statewide 
campaign led by his buddy 
Milton Willis. Jerry was also 
a member of the Sons of the 
Legion Squadron 67.
  Last year, Jerry cherished 

a momentous trip to Pearl 
Harbor with his wife Gail. 
Outside of his service to 
the community, Jerry had 
many interests: he was a big 

NASCAR fan and a huge 
Dale Earnhardt fan, loved 
snowmobiling and snow-
mobile racing, enjoyed 
hunting and deer camp with 
his boys, and was always up 
for a game of cribbage. Jerry 
was a member of The Ro-
meos (Real Old Men Eating 
Out), sharing breakfast with 
the gang once a month. He 
loved traveling with Gail 
and their pets in their RV. 
Meeting up with friends 
at the Fryeburg Fair every 
year was a highlight, as was 
spending quality time “up 
on the hill” with family and 
friends. Jerry could often 
be found working around 
his home and yard, mowing 
his lawn, splitting and stack-
ing firewood, raking leaves, 
rebuilding stone walls, and 
mowing his lawn again. In 
the last few years, he would 
often be accompanied by 
his daughter Laura, who en-
joyed helping her dad.
  Jerry is survived by his wife 

of 16 years Gail; sons Huzon 
“Jerry” IV and Nathan (Car-
la); daughter Laura Daniels; 
grandchildren Samantha, 
Huzon V, Cody, Jordan, and 
Keeli; great-grandchildren; 
and his cherished sister Su-
zanne Macey of Concord, 
N.H., along with her chil-
dren Kim and Greg. 
  He is predeceased by his 

parents, his brother Rob-
ert, and his brother-in-law 
Bruce Macey. 
  There will be no formal 

funeral. Instead, family 
and friends are invited to a 
Celebration of Life at the 
Chester American Legion 
Post 67 on Jan. 11, 2025, at 
12 p.m. It will be a time to 
share stories, laughter, tears, 
and wonderful memories of 
Jerry.
  For anyone wishing to 

honor Jerry’s legacy, dona-
tions may be made to the 
Chester Post 67 Flag Fund, 
or the Veterans Help Fund, 
P.O. Box 75, Chester, VT 
05143.
  Jerry, you will be dearly 

missed, but forever in our 
hearts.

Huzon Stewart III, 1943-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Arthur G. Willard of Rock-
ingham Road passed away 
on Saturday, Nov. 16, at the 
Veterans Hospital in White 
River Junction, Vt. Art was 
born on Nov. 6, 1938, in 
Westminster, Vt., the son 
of Ralph and Lottie Com-
stock Willard. He attended 
schools in Bellows Falls, 
and graduated from Bellows 
Falls High School in 1958, 
after which he served in the 
Navy. Following his time 
in the Navy, he worked for 
Melanson Roofers and later 
for Whitney Blake, where he 
retired. Art was a member 
of Pierce Lawton Ameri-
can Legion in Bellows Falls. 
He enjoyed woodworking, 
watching Red Sox and Pa-
triots games, and especially 
high school football.
  On Feb. 14, 1999, in Rock-

ingham, Vt., he married 
Clara Wilson, who survives 
him. Others who survive 
are three sons David, Kevin 
(Pam), and Eric (Melissa); 
two daughters Tamara 
(Warren) Richardson and 
Jessica (Kevin) Shanahan; 
three stepchildren Butch 
(Dianna) Wilson, Vivian 

(Charles) Layton, and Pat-
rick (Buffie) Wilson; and 
one sister Grace Parrott.
  He is also survived by sev-

eral grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and nieces 
and nephews. He was pre-
deceased by his parents and 
four siblings. A graveside 
service will be held in Oak 
Hill Cemetery on Saturday, 
Dec. 7, at 11 a.m.
  In lieu of flowers, please 

consider donations to the 
Pierce Lawton American 
Legion or the VA Hospital 
in White River Junction.
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessy Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

Arthur Willard, 1938-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
Living Hope Assembly of God, 582 Rockingham Rd.
Pastor Brenda Farkas welcomes all to Sunday worship 
at 10 a.m., the message at 10:30 a.m. with Children’s 
Church for ages 3-7, and fellowship. Live streaming 
available at 10:30 a.m. at Living Hope Fellowship 
Facebook page, and Living Hope Fellowship Youtube. 
Services can also be found at www.sapatv.org and 
www.fact8tv.com.

CAVENDISH, VT.
Cavendish Baptist Church, 2258 Main St. 
Sunday services are 10 a.m. online or in person. 
Online services are on Facebook at 10 a.m. 
Go to www.facebook.com/Cavendish-Baptist-
Church-258814894244302. More at www.
CavendishBaptist.com or call 802-226-7131.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H.
Charlestown Bible Church, 37 Hammond Rd.
Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Sunday 
Worship at 10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m. Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting at 7 p.m. To hear a sermon or learn more go to 
www.charlestownbiblechurch.org. Call 603-826-5121 
for more info or to request a personal Bible study.

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
Church of Christ, Rt. 11, 972 Chester Rd.
Sunday Bible Study for all ages at 10 a.m.; Worship 
Service at 11 a.m. includes a group meeting for children. 
Live or past services can be viewed on Facebook at 
Springfi eldVTChurchofChrist. Wednesday at 6:30 p.m., 
adult class on different topics meets in the Fellowship 
Hall, accessed by parking in the back of the church. For 
more information, call Jamie Kurpiel, Evangelist, at 870-
615-0452 or email jckurpiel@yahoo.com. If no answer, 
call 802-886-2670.

CAVENDISH, Vt. – Our 
beloved mother, Janet 
Cobb, 73, sadly and unex-
pectedly passed away in 
her home on Nov. 17, 2024. 
She was born in Bellows 
Falls, Vt., on Feb. 1, 1951, 
to father Maurice Cobb and 
mother Pearl Slade.
  Janet dedicated her life 

to her children, grandchil-
dren, and great-grandchil-
dren. Known as “Crazy 
Grandma”, she found great 
joy in her “rugrats,” and 
cherished the time spent 
with family.
  Janet is survived by her 

siblings, sister Maurise 
Duby and brother Bryan 
Cobb; her five children 
Henry Rowe, Marsha Rowe, 
Edward Rowe, Norman 
Rowe, and Phillip Rowe Jr.;  
as well as her many grand-
children and great-grand-

children whom she loved 
dearly with all her heart.
  In lieu of flowers, dona-

tions will be greatly appre-
ciated at our GoFundMe 
link to support the funeral 
expenses at www.gofund.
me/40e79a87. A Celebra-
tion of Life will be held at a 
later date.

Janet Cobb, 1951-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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STATE OF VERMONT

SUPERIOR COURT                  CIVIL DIVISION
WINDSOR UNIT      CASE NO. 24-CV-04348

IN RE:  ABANDONED MOBILE HOME          
OF KRISTIE PALOWSKI

NOTICE OF HEARING

 A hearing on The Housing Foundation, Inc.’s Verified Complaint to declare as abandoned the 
mobile home of Kristie Palowski located at the Windy Hill Acres Mobile Home Park, Lot #15, 35 Cyprus 
Lane in Springfield, Vermont and to authorize the sale by auction has been scheduled on December 16, 
2024 at 10:00 a.m. at the Vermont Superior Court, Windsor Unit, Civil Division located in Woodstock, 
Vermont. To participate in this hearing, the WEBEX Login Information is as follows:   
App:  Cisco Webex Meetings
Website:  https://vtcourts.webex.com 
Meeting Number:  2347 351 3269
Password:  courtroom1

If you do not have a computer or sufficient bandwidth, you may call (802) 636-1108 to appear by phone.  
(This is not a tollfree number).  When prompted enter the meeting ID number listed above, followed by 
the pound symbol (#).   You will be prompted to enter your attendee number (which you do not have).  
Instead, press pound (#).  If you have technical difficulties, call the Court at (802) 457-2121. 
Date:  October 31, 2024   Judicial Assistant       

VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR ABANDONMENT
 PURSUANT TO 10 V.S.A. § 6249(h) (Auction)  

 NOW COMES The Housing Foundation, Inc. (“HFI”), by and through its counsel Nadine L. 
Scibek, and hereby complains as follows:
 1.   HFI, a Vermont non-profit corporation with a principal place of business in Montpelier, 
County of Washington, State of Vermont, is the record owner of a mobile home park known as the Windy 
Hill Acres Mobile Home Park (the “Park”) located in the Town of Springfield, Vermont.  The Park is 
managed by the Vermont State Housing Authority.
 2.   Kristie Palowski (“Palowski”) is the record owner of a certain mobile home described as a 
1984 Titan, 14’ x  50-60’ (the “Mobile Home”), located on Lot #15, Windy Hill Acres Mobile Home Park, 
35 Cyprus Lane in Springfield, Vermont (the “Lot”).  See attached Vermont Mobile Home Uniform Bill of 
Sale.   
 3.   Palowski leased Lot #15 in the Park from HFI pursuant to a written lease.  Palowski paid a 
security deposit in the amount of $439.00 to HFI.  See attached Lease.
 4.   Palowski’s last known mailing address is 36 Barker Street, #2, Bellows Falls, VT 05101.  
 5.  The mobile home has been abandoned and is empty/unoccupied. The last known resident 
of the mobile home was Kaylie Palowski (Palowski’s sister). All of Palowski’s personal property is believed 
to have been removed from the mobile home and utility services have been terminated.  
 6.  Kaylie Palowski was evicted from the Park on or about February 8, 2024 by the Windsor 
County Sheriff ’s Department. The mobile home has been vacant since that time. A Judgment Order for 
the outstanding lot rent and court costs was entered against Palowski on January 9, 2024 in the amount 
of $5,037.09.  See Vermont State Housing Authority v. Palowski, Vermont Superior Court, Windsor Civil 
Unit, Docket No. 23-CV-03976. See attached Judgment Order, Writ of Possession & Sheriff ’s Returns of 
Service.  
 7.  The Park’s Counsel has communicated with Palowski with respect to her intentions with 
her mobile home via first class mail and email on March 13, 2024.  See attached.  On March 27, 2024 
Palowski emailed Park’s Counsel stating that she had individuals who could move into her trailer and pay 
rent as soon as they were accepted by HFI.  On May 9, 2024 HFI notified Palowski that an individual had 
been approved to lease the Lot in the Park and on May 30, 2024 a payoff statement of amounts owed was 
provided to the approved Buyer.  To date, the Mobile Home has not sold and no additional applications 
have been approved.  HFI has had no further contact with Palowski. 
 8.  The following security interests, mortgages, liens and encumbrances appear of record with 
respect to the mobile home:
a.  Property taxes to the Town of Springfield are current according to the Town Clerk.  See attached Tax 
Bill.
 9.  Uriah Wallace, a duly licensed Vermont auctioneer, is a person disinterested in the Mobile 
Home and the mobile home park who is able to sell the mobile home at a public auction.
 10.  Mobile home storage fees continue to accrue at the rate of $505.00 per month.  Rent, 
storage fees and late charges due the Park as of October, 2024 total $7,348.50.  Court costs and attorney’s 
fees incurred by the Park in this action currently exceed $2,000.00.
 11.  The Park sent written notice by certified mail to the Town of Springfield on August 16, 
2024 of its intent to commence this abandonment action.  See attached.    
 WHEREFORE, the Park Owner respectfully requests that the Honorable Court enter an order 
as follows:
 1.  Declare that the mobile home has been abandoned;
 2.  Approve the sale of the mobile home at a public auction to be held within 15 days of the 
date of judgment, pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 6249(h); and  
 3.  Grant judgment in favor of the Park Owner HFI and against the mobile home for past due 
and unpaid rent and mobile home storage charges through the date of judgment, together with HFI’s 
court costs, publication and mailing costs, auctioneer’s costs, winterization 
costs, lot cleanup charges, attorney’s fees incurred in connection with this matter and any other costs 
incurred by HFI herein.

   DATED this 30th  day of October, 2024.
 THE HOUSING FOUNDATION, INC.  

 BY: Nadine L. Scibek
  Attorney for HFI

I declare that the above statement is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. I 
understand that if the above statement is false, I will be subject to the penalty of perjury or other 
sanctions in the discretion of the Court.
  
October 30, 2024  By:       Thomas Young, Duly Authorized Agent for HFI

Town of Plymouth
Invitation to Bid

The Plymouth Select Board is soliciting proposals from 
Design Build Contractors for Phase II, the Energy 
Conservation Project. The work will include installation of 
heat pumps in the Municipal Offices and Fire Department 
as well as radiant heat in a new concrete slab in the 
Highway Department.

Plans and Specifications can be viewed at the Plymouth 
Town Office and purchased through Boss Printing located 
at the Pico Base Lodge. There will be a Pre-Bid Conference 
on December 4, 2024 at 2:00 PM on site.

Please send bid proposals to clerk@plymouthvt.org or mail 
to Town of Plymouth, 68 Town Office Road, Plymouth, 
Vermont 05056, Phase II – Energy Conservation Project 
no later than 2 P.M. on Monday, December 16, 2024. The 
Select Board will open bids at their regular Select Board 
meeting on Monday, December 16, 2024 6:00 PM.

Town Of Plymouth, Vermont
Delinquent Tax Collector

A tax collector’s job description includes a variety of 
responsibilities, such as:

Collecting taxes: Collecting unpaid taxes from individuals 
and businesses, and ensuring that the correct amounts are 
received by the government.

Helping taxpayers: Contacting taxpayers who have not paid 
their taxes, and helping them to set up payment plans.

Analyzing financial information: Conducting background 
and financial status checks, and analyzing financial 
information.

Maintaining records: Keeping detailed records of tax 
receivables, and maintaining files of past tax collection 
efforts.

Preparing reports: Preparing statistical reports and 
analyzing tax data.

Collection actions: Including tax sales of the property, when 
necessary.

Interacting with the public: Dealing with taxpayers and the 
public in a professional and courteous manner.

Recommended Qualifications
Degree in business administration, finance, accounting or 
related field preferred; at least two years of experience in 
business or financial management preferably in a municipal 
Treasurer and/or Collectors office; or an equivalent 
combination of education and experience. Knowledge of 
local tax laws and requirements. Strong computer skills and 
experience with NEMRC a plus.

Please submit a completed application to the Plymouth Town 
Clerk’s Office at 68 Town Office Road, Plymouth, Vermont 
05056 or email clerk@plymouthvt.org. Applications will be 
accepted until the position is filled. The Town of Plymouth is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

NOV. 28 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Toonerville Trail Turkey 
Trot 5K Run and Walk 
will take place at the 
Toonerville Trail, at 9 
a.m. This is a fundraiser 
for Meals on Wheels 
of Greater Springfield, 
and Springfield High 
School cross country. 
The registration fee is 
discounted in advance at 

www.runlikeardy.com/
races/toonerville-trail-
turkey-trot.

NOV. 29 –
WEATHERSFIELD, Vt. – The 
Weathersfield Community 
Contra Dance & Social will 
be held on Friday, Nov. 
29, from 5:30-9 p.m., at 
the Weathersfield Center 
Church and Meeting 
House, on Center Church 

Road in Perkinsville, Vt. 
Meet your neighbors, and 
dance off the big dinner. 
Dudley Laufman will be the 
caller, with music led by 
Naomi Morse (fiddle) and 
Amy Englesberg (piano). 
No special clothing, 
footwear, or experience is 
required. You’re welcome 
to dance, listen, sit, or 
chat and enjoy that cold 
beverage you brought 

along. All are welcome, 
and all dances will be 
taught. The admission fee 
is discounted for children, 
and there is a special 
household rate.

NOV. 30 –
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
Buying and selling coins, 
paper money, sports 
postcards, comics. 
Saturday, Nov. 30, from 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m., at the 
Charlestown Senior Center. 
House calls available, 
802-379-2353. 

DEC. 5 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Senior 
Solutions, 38 Pleasant 
Street in Springfield, will 
hold their Annual Meeting 
on Thursday, Dec. 5. 
The meeting will begin 
with a coffee hour from 
4-4:30 p.m., followed by 
the meeting from 4:30-6 
p.m. Join us as our staff, 
volunteers, and the older 
adults we serve gather to 

share and reflect on the 
past year. Please RSVP to 
Kevin Golden at 802-
731-9468 or kgolden@
seniorsolutionsvt.org.

DEC. 18 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Black 
River Valley Senior Center, 
10 High Street, will serve 
lunch on Wednesday, 
Dec. 18, at 12 p.m. The 
menu will be hot roast beef 
sandwiches, fresh green 
beans, and homemade 
Christmas cupcakes. Please 
make reservations by 
calling 802-228-7421. 
Free cash bingo will 
follow, as well as a special 
visit from Santa. All are 
welcome.

SUNDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the first and third Sunday 
of every month, downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 

Lodge, 59 Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls, from 
8-10 a.m. All you can eat 
for a minimal cost.

MONDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Leslie’s Tavern, 660 
Rockingham Road, Bellows 
Falls, Vt., holds cooking 
classes two Mondays per 
month, from 6-8 p.m. 
Classes cover a wide 
range of topics from fish 
cookery to vegetarian 
cookery, including recipes 
and techniques to easily 
create new and exciting 
dishes to impress your 
friends and family. For full 
details and schedule, visit 
www.lesliestavern.com/
cooking-classes.

WALPOLE, N.H. – Meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
in St. John’s Parish Hall, 
Walpole.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Community 
Chorus invites you to come 
sing with us on Mondays, 
from 6-8 p.m., at the 
United Methodist Church, 
10 Valley Street. These 
sessions will be led by our 
new music director, Patty 
Meyer. No experience 
is necessary, just a love 
of singing. Dues are 
collected, and assistance is 
available. Concerts will be 
held on Dec. 14 and 15.

TUESDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Come check out TOPS – 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 
We are a nonjudgmental, 
affordable, and supportive 
weight loss group. The 
first visit is free. All are 
welcome; youth must be 
at least 9 to attend and 
have parental permission. 
Meetings are every 
Tuesday at 25 Cherry Hill 
in Bellows Falls. Weigh-ins 
start at 5 p.m. 

WEDNESDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Cardio 
& Sculpt, Wednesdays at 
9:30 a.m. at the Spring 
House at Jackson Gore. 
Call 802-228-1419 for 
more information.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Aqua 
Sculpt, Wednesdays at 
10:35 a.m. at the Spring 
House at Jackson Gore. 
Call 802-228-1419 for 
more information.

THURSDAYS –
TYSON, Vt. – The Tyson 
Ladies Aid Library 
Association meets the 
first Thursday of each 
month, typically at the 
Tyson Library. Lunch is 
served at 11:30 a.m. and 
meetings start at noon. 
New potential members 
are always welcome. 
Please call Janine Norman 
at 802-228-8764 for more 
information or to verify 
meeting location.

Calendar Cont. on Page 7
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yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art  Crafts Gifts & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7

Register for Workshops & Shop Online 
www.galleryvault.org

Holiday Open House Dec. 7  11-5
Eden Specialty Cider & Shelburne Orchards Tasting (12-3) 
Trunk Show of Dianne Yelton’s Scarves & Bird Ornaments 
Seasonal Music, Refreshments & Shopping

Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends
12/7 & 12/14  $275, Includes materials.

Painting the Winter Landscape in Watercolor
with Rob O’Brien, 1/11/25  9:30-4  $85

Chinese Calligraphy with Jonathan Root
1/25/25 $38. (Material Fee: $5)

Open Wall: Glistening Wonders
(01/15/25 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
DCI CONCEPTS
DESIGN – BUILD – REMODEL

A family business first. Our projects are held to a higher stan-
dard starting from the very first phone call to the final walk-
through. Our team will impress you with professionalism, qual-
ity, and integrity. 
6 Andover St. Ludlow, VT
802-461-3573
dci@dciconcepts.com
(11/05/25 - 52)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restorations on 
up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our clients can 
expect professionalism, proficiency, customer care, and quality. 
Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/19/25 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(02/12/25 - 13)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER
Painting Interior and Exterior
All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well
802-263-9693   rogcaw@msn.com
Roger, Perkinsville, VT
(12/05/25 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
10am-6pm. 
(08/13/25 - TFN - 52)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/29/25 - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
37 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(02/19/26 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(12/04/24 - 26)

Private Life Change Coach 
TOM SALMON CPA, MA
Call or text today if you need private, anonymous guidance 
and mentoring to get a grip on an issue you have been avoid-
ing. Health, Finances, Career, Family Tension, Booze/Drugs. 
Take a few key steps to get things on track. The first of which is 
to call or text 802-535-1555 today, or go to TheFlatTable.com.
(04/09/25 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(12/18/24)

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN, NH
We’re Hiring! Join Our Team Today!

Looking for a career with great Pay & Benefits?
Look no further!

Come work for the Town of Charlestown!

We’re seeking motivated, passionate individuals to join our 
team. With competitive pay, excellent health and dental 
benefits, retirement plans, and more, this is more than just 
a job—it’s your future!

Positions Available:
Water/Waste Water Licensed Superintendent
FT & PT Police Officers
Highway Dept. Driver/Equipment Operator/Laborer
Transfer Station Attendant
Cemetery Sexton
Deputy Building Inspector
PT Tax Office Clerk
Fire Chief

Don’t miss out! Start your career with us today.
Apply now and take the first step toward a brighter 
tomorrow! 

For more information Visit www.charlestown-nh.gov, click 
on Volunteer & Employment. Application available on 
the website or come in to the Town Office at 233 Main St. 
Charlestown NH

CHESTER SELECTBOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO UNIFIED 
DEVELOPMENT BYLAWS

 
The Chester Select Board will hold a public hearing on 
proposed amendments to the Town of Chester Unified 
Development Bylaws on Wednesday, December 18, 2024, 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street 
in Chester, Vermont. The proposed development bylaws 
amendment has been approved by the Planning Commission 
and submitted to the Select Board pursuant to 24 V.S.A. 
Section 4441(g).
 
The purpose of the proposed development bylaws 
amendment is to implement the sixth and final phase of a 
bylaw modernization and reform initiative that principally 
affects Chester’s rural districts. Changes include renaming 
districts to more closely match their purpose and allowed 
uses, creating wildlife and habitat and travel corridors, better 
defining uses including building and construction trades, 
heavy construction trades, and tourist lodging, and to enable 
clustering of residential units as tiny house and cottage 
courts.
 
The proposed amendment will affect every geographical area 
of Chester. The amended Sections of the Bylaws include 2.1 
Classes of Districts, 2.3 Village Center District, 2.4 Village 
Mixed Use District (was Mixed Use), 2.5 General Business 
District, 2.6 Stone Village District, 2.7 Neighborhood 
District, 2.8 Residential 2-Acre District (was Residential 
40,000), 2.9 Rural Mixed Use District (was Adaptive 3), 
2.11 Rural 3-Acre District (was Residential 120,000), 
Conservation Rural 5-Acre District (was Conservation-
Residential), 2.13 Conservation Forest District (was Forest), 
8.2 Definitions, and adding 3.32 Tiny Houses and 3.33 
Cottage Courts.
 
The full text of the proposed amendment to the Town of 
Chester Unified Development Bylaws may be viewed at 
the Town Clerk’s office and on the home page of the Town’s 
website at www.chestervt.gov.
 
Dated at Chester, Vermont this 21st day of November 2024.
Julie Hance, Town Manager, Town of Chester, Vermont

Town of Grafton, Vermont
117 Main Street, P.O. Box 180, Grafton, VT 05146

Invitation to Bid

The Town of Grafton is seeking sealed proposals for the 
removal of the existing culvert (82”x59”x55’ long) and 
headwalls and installation of a CONCRETE BOX CULVERT 
on Hinkley Brook Road, Grafton, VT, TH 6. 

A mandatory site visit shall occur on Thursday, December 
5, 2024, at 8:00 a.m. 

Bids are due in the Town Administrator’s office by December 
12, 2024, at 3:00 p.m. 

For the full invitation to bid, please contact Morgan Wilbur, 
Town Administrator, at townadmin@graftonvt.org or 
802-843-2552. The invitation is also available on the Town 
of Grafton’s website: https://graftonvt.org/public_notices/
hinkley-brook-road-culvert-24-replacement/ 

Town of Londonderry, Vermont 
Notice of Proposed Zoning Bylaw Amendment  

The Town of Londonderry Selectboard hereby gives notice 
pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §4415, that on December 16, 2024 at 
6:15 PM the Board will hold a public hearing on a proposed 
interim amendment to the Londonderry Zoning Bylaw at the 
Town Hall, 139 Middletown Rd in South Londonderry. The 
only sections of the Zoning Bylaw proposed for amendment 
are Sections 418(4) General Sign Standards - Businesses 
within Commercial Districts and Section 418(5) General 
Sign Standards - Mixed Uses, including shopping centers and 
business, manufacturing or industrial parks. The purpose of the 
amendment is an emergency measure to allow businesses in the 
Londonderry Shopping Plaza and other mixed-use areas to be 
able to have signs as big as the signs elsewhere in Londonderry’s 
commercial districts. The full text of the proposed amendment 
can be examined at the Town Office, 100 Old School 
Street, South Londonderry, and the Town website – www.
londonderryvt.org, Those interested in receiving an electronic 
copy of the proposed interim bylaw or submitting written 
comments should contact the town’s Zoning Administrator at 
zoningadmin@londonderryvt.org.  

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Support group for parents 
of pregnancy and infant 
loss on the first Thursday of 
the month, from 6-7 p.m., 
at Springfield Area Parent 
Child Center, 6 Main Street 
in North Springfield. For 
details or to register, email 
dominiquer@sapcc-vt.org 
or call 802-886-5242 ext. 
258.

GRAFTON, Vt. – A free 
playgroup for children from 
newborns to age 5 will be 
held at Grafton Elementary 

School on Thursday 
mornings, from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. Activities will include 
songs, games, and arts and 
crafts. Contact Heather with 
any questions at 802-843-
4792.

FRIDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Fridays from 11 a.m. – 12 
p.m., John Bohannon will 
teach tai chi and qi gong at 
the Rockingham Library in 
Bellows Falls, Vt. No special 
equipment or clothing is 
required.

SATURDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Edgar May Health and 
Recreation Center offers 
Springfield residents the 
opportunity to come for a 
free swim every Saturday, 
from 1-3 p.m. Participants 

may need to show proof 
of Springfield residency. 
For more information, call 
802-885-2568, email 
info@edgarmay.org, or visit 
www.edgarmay.org.

DAILY –
REGION – If you want 

to drink that’s your 
business, but if you want 
to stop, that’s ours. Contact 
Alcoholics Anonymous at 

www.aavt.org or call your 
local hotline at 802-802-
2288 and join a meeting. 
You are not alone.
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STATE OF VERMONT
WINDSOR COUNTY, SS
NOTICE OF TAX SALES

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands in the Town of Springfield, in the 
County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water and sewer taxes assessed by such Town for 
the years, 2022-2023 and 2023-2024 are, either in whole or in part, unpaid on the following described lands in 
such Town, to wit:
 80 Lovell Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Hubert J. 
Lovell and Charles I. Lovell to Adam Amsden by deed dated April 3, 2012 and recorded in Book 496 at Page 59 
of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 54 Reservoir Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Diana 
Inglese to Zachery Beam and Ariana Davidonis by deed dated May 16, 2017 and recorded in Book 580 at Page 
54 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 428 South Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Florence H. 
Bingham to Margaret E. Bingham and Florence H. Bingham (now deceased) by deed dated October 30, 1996 
and recorded in Vol. 157  at Page 167 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 33 Southridge Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by DSV SPV3, 
LLC to Kathleen Blanchard by deed dated December 10, 2019 and recorded in Book 624 at Page 74 of the 
Springfield Town Land Records.
 10 Buena Vista Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Cody L. 
Root and Ashley R. Root to Jennifer M. Caminiti by deed dated March 15, 2022 and recorded in Book 662 at 
Page 78 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 1 Union Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Leland A. 
Taylor and Frances L. Taylor 2010 Revocable Trust to Community Restoration Corps, Inc. by deed dated August 
27, 2014 and recorded in Book 540 at Page 97 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 7 School Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Connecticut 
River Bank, N.A. to Community Restoration Corps Inc. by deed dated May 1, 2014 and recorded in Book 532 at 
Page 214 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 11 Union Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Beneficial 
New Hampshire Inc. to Community Restoration Corps, Inc. by deed dated October 16, 2015 and recorded in 
Book 559 at Page 195 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 12 Central Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Wells Fargo 
Bank, National Association, as Trustee for Option One Mortgage Loan Trust 2005-4 to Community Restoration 
Corp, Inc. by deed dated May 23, 2014 and recorded in Book 536 at Page 125 of the Springfield Town Land 
Records.
 22 Chester Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Merchant 
Bank to Community Restoration Corps, Inc. by deed dated March 31, 2016 and recorded in Vol. 562  at Page 
136 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 35 Patnode’s Way
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by the Tax 
Collector’s Deed of Barbara A. Courchesne, Collector of Taxes for the Town of Springfield to Community 
Restoration by deed dated November 19, 2021 and recorded in Book 655 at Page 142 of the Springfield Town 
Land Records.
 52 Valley Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Michael 
Curran, Executor of the Estate of Franklin E. Curran to Community Restoration Corps Inc. by deed dated 
December 18, 2020 and recorded in Book 637 at Page 25 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 61 Furnace Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Town of 
Springfield to Community Restoration Corps, Inc. by deed dated December 16, 2020 and recorded in Book 637 
at Page 70 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 67 Furnace Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Donna 
Builder to Community Restoration Corp Inc. by deed dated May 19, 2015 and recorded in Book 551 at Page 59 
of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 104 Union Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by United 
States District Court for the District of Vermont, Order of Confirmation in the matter entitled United States of 
America v. Andrew Kingsbury, et al. to Community Restoration  Corps, Inc. by deed dated December 23, 2015 
and recorded in Book 559 at Page 200 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 104 Valley Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Clifford 
Bergh and Eliza Greenhoe-Bergh to Community Restoration Corp, Inc. by deed dated October 21, 2015 and 
recorded in Book 556 at Page 89 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 105 Clinton Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Stella M. 
Dempf to Community Restoration Corp, Inc. by deed dated July 23, 2015 and recorded in Book 552 at Page 212 
of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 30 Precision Drive
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Advanced 
Drainage Systems, Inc. to Ernest LLC by deed dated July 1, 2021 and recorded in Book 646 at Page 297 of the 
Springfield Town Land Records and by deed from Gurney Brothers Construction, Inc. to Ernest LLC by deed 
dated June 29, 2021 and recorded in Book 646, Page 303 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 54 Route 106
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Stantec 
Consulting Services, Inc. to Ernest LLC by deed dated April 13, 2021 and recorded in Book 642 at Page 338 of 
the Springfield Town Land Records.
 141 Grover Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Anna 
Orobello to Steven S. Guerri by deed dated December 6, 2022 and recorded in Book 674 at Page 271 of the 
Springfield Town Land Records.
 945 Eureka Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Merrilee 
J.M. Fortune Living Trust to David Hatch by deed dated June 11, 2020 and recorded in Book 627 at Page 33 of 
the Springfield Town Land Records.
 2 Pinebrook Lane A-6
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Eaton 
Spousal Revocable Trust Dated April 28, 2005 a/k/a Elwin and Nancy Eaton Irrevocable Trust to Jeremy Holmes 
by deed dated February 21, 2023 and recorded in Book 677 at Page 242 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 100 Harvard Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by John W. 
Reynolds and Robert T. Reynolds to Samuel Armstrong Hensel-Hunter by deed dated September 30, 2012 and 
recorded in Book 508 at Page 75 of the Springfield Town Land Records.

 32 Valley Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by The Bank 
of New York Mellon to William Hunter and Vermont Department of Housing and Community Development by 
deed dated September 11, 2018 and recorded in Book 602 at Page 334 of the Springfield Town Land Records and 
Housing Recovery Fund and Housing Subsidy Covenant dated October 19, 2021 and recorded in Book 653 at 
Page 335 of the Springfield Town Land Records.  
 1 Slack Avenue
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Edson C. 
Tefft and Mildred E. Tefft to Ralph A. Jacobs and Katheryn S. Jacobs (now deceased) by deed dated July 1, 1976 
and recorded in Book 71 at Page 202 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 128 Olive Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Roy F. 
Kempf, Sr. (deceased) and Joan M. Kempf by deed of Elmer and Elizabeth DeRosia dated September 18, 1987 
recorded in Book 89 at Page 174-175 of the Springfield Town Land Records.  Also being all and the same lands 
and premises conveyed to Roy F. Kempf, Jr., Carol-Lee A. Ripley, Edward T. Wilson, Jr., Mark Wilson and 
William P. Simoneau, Sr. by the deed of Joan M. Kempf said deed dated October 31, 2008 and recorded in Book 
436 at Page 215 of the Springfield Town Land Records. 
 269 Brook Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Eileen S. 
Rupsis and Steven A. Rupsis to La Sable Ruby, LLC by deed dated February 21, 2023 and recorded in Book 677 
at Page 314 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 650 Brook Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Mark 
L. Tapper to Guy A. Lariviere by deed dated November 6, 1991 and recorded in Book 102 at Page 74 of the 
Springfield Town Land Records.
 30 Commonwealth Avenue
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Seth T. 
Lauritsen and Stephen F. Greene to Seth T. Lauritsen and Monica Lynn Lauritsen by deed dated March 6, 2020 
and recorded in Book 623 at Page 294 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 284 Kirk Meadow Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Nicholas 
Paige and Marguerite Paige to John David McCarthy by deed dated November 28, 2018 and recorded in Book 
605 at Page 60 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 6 Wall Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Ershel O. 
Patterson to Kevin G.A. Melloy by deed dated September 10, 2021 and recorded in Book 650 at Page 316 of the 
Springfield Town Land Records.
 456 Old Connecticut River Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by General 
Morris Estate, LLC to Scott Redding Mixer by deed dated April 7, 2020 and recorded in Book 625 at Page 49 of 
the Springfield Town Land Records.
 53 Brockway Mills Road
For the tax years 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Town of Springfield to 
Richard A. Parry by deed dated August 14, 2014 and recorded in Book 539 at       Page 297 of the Springfield 
Town Land Records.                                      
 20 Orchard Lane
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by John 
E. Polidor to John E. Polidor and Robin A. Polidor, husband and wife, by deed dated December 4, 1996 and 
recorded in Book 158 at Page 17 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 6 Bellows Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Richard 
M. Veysey, Jr. and Ann Marie Veysey to Ram Enterprises, LLC by deed dated October 14, 2014 and recorded in 
Book 540 at Page 215 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 220 Front Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by David R. 
Martel and Barbara C. Martel, Trustees of the Martel Family Revocable Trust U/A Dated April 14, 1987 to Ram 
Enterprises, LLC by deed dated March 9, 2018 and recorded in Book 594 at Page 20 of the Springfield Town 
Land Records.
 6 Mineral Street
For the tax  years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.   Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Marta C. 
Reichenbecher f/k/a Marta C. Ruck and Edward E. Ruck to Marta C. Reichenbecher by deed dated July 20, 2006 
and recorded in Book 382 at Page 102 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 25 Holt  Street
For the tax  years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.   Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Jody T. 
Smith and Linda M. Smith to Bradley A. Reynolds and Ashley M. Reynolds by deed dated July 30, 2019 and 
recorded in Book 615 at Page 39 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 15 Cemetery Road
For the tax  years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Estate of 
Eva E. Morris to Machias D. Rhodes and Diana L. Rhodes by deed dated April 9, 2010 and recorded in Book 463 
at Page 244 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 5 Juniper Hill Road
For the tax  years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Henry 
F. Robinson and Louise B. Robinson, Co-Trustees of the Robinson Revocable Trust U/A October 8, 1997 to 
Richard M. Veysey, Jr. and Ann Marie Veysey by deed dated July 8, 2005 and recorded in Book 342 at Page 298 
of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 17 Crescent Street
For the tax  years 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Christopher Story, VI to 
Roger V. Woods by deed dated November, 2020 and recorded in Vol. 636 at Page 249 of the Springfield Town 
Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Springfield Town Office, 96 Main Street, Springfield, 
Vermont, a public place in such Town, on the 12th day of December, 2024 at Ten O’clock in the forenoon, as 
shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, unless previously paid.
 You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date set forth above, 
that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill.  Should you wish to proceed with 
this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32 V.S.A. § 5254; clearly identify the portion of the 
property to be sold, and include a certification from the Act 250 district coordinator and the town zoning 
administrator that the portion identified may be legally subdivided.  
 If you qualify under 24 V.S.A. § 1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of the property 
taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town.  Abatement means that your taxes could be reduced or 
eliminated.  You have the right to appear before the Board of Abatement and explain why you think your taxes 
should be abated.  To apply for an abatement, you must write to Barbara A. Courchesne, Town Clerk, 96 Main 
Street, Springfield, Vermont 05156. 

Be advised that the owner or mortgagee, or the owner’s or mortgagee’s representatives or assigns, of lands sold 
for taxes shall have a right to redemption for a period of one year from the date of sale pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 
5260.
Dated at Springfield, County of Windsor and State of Vermont, this 8th day of November, 2024.

Barbara A. Courchesne, Collector of Town, and Town School District Taxes, Town Water, and Sewer Taxes

BUYING/
SELLING
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – BUY-
ING/SELLING coins, paper 
money, sports-postcards, comics. 
Saturday, Nov. 30, from 9 am – 3 
pm, at the Charlestown Senior 

Center. House calls available 
802-379-2353. 

FOR SALE
CHESTER, Vt. – Defiant wood 
stove, good condition. $400. Call 
802-376-5105. 

HELP WANTED
LUDLOW, Vt. – American Legion 
Post 36 looking for full time bar-
tender, nights, experienced. Start-
ing $9.50 per hour with insurance 
assistance. Send resume to 135 
Main Street, Ludlow, VT 05149.



November 27, 2024 | 9The Vermont Journal

communityLEGAL NOTICES

IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE

In re:
IMERYS TALC AMERICA, INC., 
et al.,1

Debtors.

Chapter 11
Case No. 19-10289 (LSS)
(Jointly Administered)

In re:
IMERYS TALC ITALY S.P.A.,2

Potential Debtor.

Chapter 11
Case No. [Not Yet Filed]
[Joint Administration To Be Requested]

In re:
CYPRUS MINES CORPORATION,3

Debtor.

Chapter 11
Case No. 21-10398 (LSS)

Hearing Date: April 22, 23, 24, 2025 
at 10:00 a.m. ET
Obj. Deadline: March 26, 2025  
at 4:00 p.m. ET

NOTICE OF (I) DEADLINE FOR VOTING TO ACCEPT OR REJECT 
(A) SECOND JOINT PLAN OF REORGANIZATION OF IMERYS TALC 
AMERICA, INC. AND ITS DEBTOR AFFILIATES UNDER CHAPTER 

11 OF THE BANKRUPTCY CODE AND (B) FIRST AMENDED  
PLAN OF REORGANIZATION OF CYPRUS MINES CORPORATION 

UNDER CHAPTER 11 OF THE BANKRUPTCY CODE,  
(II) HEARING TO CONSIDER CONFIRMATION OF PROPOSED 

PLANS, AND (III) RELATED MATTERS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT on February 13, 2019, each of ITA, ITV, 
and ITC (collectively, the “Imerys Debtors”)4 filed a voluntary petition for relief 
under chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code, 11 U.S.C. § 101 et seq. (the 
“Bankruptcy Code”), in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of 
Delaware (the “Bankruptcy Court”), thereby commencing the Imerys Debtors’ 
chapter 11 cases administered jointly at Case No. 19-10289 (LSS) (the “Imerys 
Cases”).

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT on February 11, 2021, Cyprus 
Mines Corporation (the “Cyprus Debtor” and, collectively with the Imerys 
Debtors, the “Debtors”) filed a voluntary petition for relief under chapter 11 of 
the Bankruptcy Code in the Bankruptcy Court, thereby commencing the Cyprus 
Debtor’s chapter 11 case administered at Case No. 21-10398 (LSS) (the “Cyprus 
Case” and, collectively with the Imerys Cases, the “Chapter 11 Cases”).5

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT on November 5, 2024, the 
Imerys Debtors filed the:
•	 Second Joint Plan of Reorganization of Imerys Talc America, Inc. and 

Its Debtor Affiliates Under Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code [Imerys D.I. 
6732] (together with all schedules and exhibits thereto, and as may be modified, 
amended, or supplemented from time to time, the “Imerys Plan”); and
•	 Disclosure Statement for Second Joint Plan of Reorganization of Imerys 

Talc America, Inc. and Its Debtor Affiliates Under Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy 
Code [Imerys D.I. 6733] (together with all schedules and exhibits thereto, and 
as may be modified, amended, or supplemented from time to time, the “Imerys 
Disclosure Statement”).

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT on November 5, 2024, the 
Cyprus Debtor filed the:

•	 First Amended Plan of Reorganization of Cyprus Mines Corporation 
Under Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code [Cyprus D.I. 2651] (together 
with all schedules and exhibits thereto, and as may be modified, amended, or 
supplemented from time to time, the “Cyprus Plan” and, together with the 
Imerys Plan, the “Plans”); and

•	 Disclosure Statement for First Amended Plan of Reorganization of 
Cyprus Mines Corporation Under Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code [Cyprus 
D.I. 2652] (together with all schedules and exhibits thereto, and as may be 
modified, amended, or supplemented from time to time, the “Cyprus Disclosure 
Statement” and, together with the Imerys Disclosure Statement, the “Disclosure 
Statements”).

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT:
1. The Bankruptcy Court has scheduled a hearing for April 22, 23, 24, 

2025, at 10:00 a.m. (Prevailing Eastern Time) (the “Confirmation Hearing”) 
to consider whether to confirm the Plans.  The Confirmation Hearing will be 
held before The Honorable Laurie Selber Silverstein, United States Bankruptcy 
Judge, at the Bankruptcy Court, located at 824 North Market Street, Sixth Floor, 
Courtroom No. 2, Wilmington, Delaware 19801.

2. On November 5, 2024, the Bankruptcy Court entered orders [Imerys D.I. 
6730; Cyprus D.I. 2647] (each, a “Solicitation Procedures Order”) approving 
each Disclosure Statement and procedures for soliciting votes to accept or 
reject the Plans (the “Combined Solicitation Procedures”).6  The Combined 
Solicitation Procedures are attached to each Solicitation Procedures Order as 
Exhibit 1.7

3. Pursuant to each Solicitation Procedures Order, the Bankruptcy Court 
approved certain procedures for soliciting votes to accept or reject the Plans.  
Only holders of Claims in Class 4a (Fund A Claims) and Class 4b (Fund B 
Claims) under each of the Imerys Plan and the Cyprus Plan, as of the Voting 
Record Date, are entitled to receive a ballot (a “Ballot”) for casting a vote on 
the Imerys Plan and/or the Cyprus Plan, as applicable.  Holders of Claims and 
Equity Interests in all other Classes are deemed to accept the applicable Plan 
because they are unimpaired by such Plan or have consented to their treatment 

under such Plan.  For a vote to accept or reject a Plan to be counted, a Ballot 
must be completed and returned in accordance with the instructions provided on 
the Ballot so that it is actually received by the Solicitation Agent by December 
16, 2024, at 4:00 p.m. (Prevailing Eastern Time) (the “Voting Deadline”).  If 
you have not received a Ballot and are entitled to vote on the Imerys Plan and/
or the Cyprus Plan, you may request a Ballot and voting instructions from the 
Solicitation Agent by e-mail at iandctalcInfo@ra.kroll.com8 or by calling (844) 
514-9092 (U.S. / Canada, toll-free) or +1 (646) 777-2352 (International, toll), and 
submit your Ballot as set forth above so that it is received by the Voting Deadline.

4. Pursuant to the Combined Solicitation Procedures, all Talc Personal 
Injury Claims in Class 4a and Class 4b of the Plans will be temporarily allowed in 
the amounts set forth in the Combined Solicitation Procedures.  Holders of Talc 
Personal Injury Claims against the Imerys Debtors and/or the Cyprus Debtor may 
file a motion (a “Rule 3018 Motion”) in the applicable Chapter 11 Case, pursuant 
to Bankruptcy Rule 3018(a), seeking temporary allowance of their Claim in a 
different amount for purposes of voting to accept or reject the Imerys Plan and/
or the Cyprus Plan, as applicable.  Any such Rule 3018 Motion must be filed in 
the applicable Chapter 11 Case and served no later than November 22, 2024, at 
4:00 p.m. (Prevailing Eastern Time), which service may be through the CM/
ECF system, with courtesy copies by e-mail.

5. The Imerys Plan proposes certain releases and injunctions in 
furtherance of the Imerys Plan.  The Imerys Plan proposes a channeling 
injunction that permanently channels all Talc Personal Injury Claims 
against the Imerys Debtors and the Imerys Protected Parties to a trust 
established pursuant to sections 105 and 524(g) of the Bankruptcy Code.  
In addition, the Imerys Plan proposes an injunction that permanently 
enjoins the pursuit of any claim against or interest in the Imerys Debtors, 
the Reorganized Imerys Debtors, the Talc Personal Injury Trust, or any of 
their respective property to the extent that such claim or interest has been 
discharged, released, waived, settled, or deemed satisfied in accordance with 
the Imerys Plan (other than the enforcement of any right pursuant to the 
Imerys Plan).  For the specific terms and conditions of all the releases and 
injunctions provided for in the Imerys Plan, and the precise scope of the 
Claims and Demands to be channeled, please refer to the specific terms of 
the Imerys Plan, which can be obtained as described below.

6. The Cyprus Plan proposes certain releases and injunctions in 
furtherance of the Cyprus Plan.  The Cyprus Plan proposes a channeling 
injunction that permanently channels all Talc Personal Injury Claims 
against the Cyprus Debtor and the Cyprus Protected Parties to a trust 
established pursuant to sections 105 and 524(g) of the Bankruptcy Code.  
In addition, the Cyprus Plan proposes an injunction that permanently 
enjoins the pursuit of any claim against or interest in the Cyprus Debtor, 
the Reorganized Cyprus Debtor, the Talc Personal Injury Trust, or any of 
their respective property to the extent that such claim or interest has been 
discharged, released, waived, settled, or deemed satisfied in accordance with 
the Cyprus Plan (other than the enforcement of any right pursuant to the 
Cyprus Plan).  For the specific terms and conditions of all the releases and 
injunctions provided for in the Cyprus Plan, and the precise scope of the 
Claims and Demands to be channeled, please refer to the specific terms of 
the Cyprus Plan, which can be obtained as described below.

7. The Plans propose establishing a trust to resolve all Talc Personal Injury 
Claims against the Debtors.  Persons and entities with Talc Personal Injury 
Claims will be forever barred from asserting their Claims against the Debtors 
and the other Protected Parties specified in the Plans.  If the Plans are approved 
by the Bankruptcy Court, all current and future holders of Talc Personal Injury 
Claims against the Debtors can request and receive money only from the Talc 
Personal Injury Trust.  You should read the applicable Plan(s) and Disclosure 
Statement(s) carefully for details about how the applicable Plan(s), if approved, 
will affect your rights.

8. The Bankruptcy Court has issued the Solicitation Procedures Orders 
describing how to vote on the Plans, and the Disclosure Statements contain 
information that will help you decide how to vote.  Your legal rights will be 
affected if the Plans are approved.

9. Under the Combined Solicitation Procedures approved by the Bankruptcy 
Court, lawyers for holders of Direct Talc Personal Injury Claims may vote on 
the Imerys Plan and/or Cyprus Plan, as applicable, on behalf of their clients, if 
authorized by the client.  If you are unsure whether your lawyer is authorized to 
vote on your behalf, please contact your lawyer.

10. If you would like to object to the Imerys Plan and/or the Cyprus Plan, 
you may do so by filing your objection no later than March 26, 2025, at 4:00 
p.m. (Prevailing Eastern Time) (the “Confirmation Objection Deadline”).  
Objections, if any, to confirmation of the Imerys Plan and/or the Cyprus Plan 
must:  (a) be in writing; (b) state the name and address of the objecting party and 
the nature of the Claim or Equity Interest of such party; (c) state with particularity 
the legal and factual basis and nature of any objection to the Imerys Plan and/or 
the Cyprus Plan; and (d) be filed with the Bankruptcy Court, 824 North Market 
Street, Third Floor, Wilmington, Delaware 19801, in the applicable Chapter 
11 Case(s), together with proof of service, on or before the Confirmation 
Objection Deadline, and served upon the requisite notice parties, which service 
may be through the CM/ECF system, with courtesy copies by e-mail.  Parties 
may obtain the contact information for the notice parties by contacting the 
Solicitation Agent as set forth below.

Objections not timely filed and served in such manner may not be 
considered by the Bankruptcy Court and may be deemed overruled 
without further notice.

HOW TO OBTAIN COPIES OF THE PLANS  
AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS

If you would like copies of the Plans, the Disclosure Statements, the 
Solicitation Procedures Orders, or other documents related to the Plans, free of 
charge, you can obtain those documents by:  (a) telephoning the Solicitation Agent 
at (844) 514-9092 (U.S. / Canada, toll-free) or +1 (646) 777-2352 (International, 
toll); (b) visiting https://cases.ra.kroll.com/iandctalc; (c) emailing your request 
to iandctalcInfo@ra.kroll.com;9 or (d) writing to the Imerys Ballot Processing 
Center or Cyprus Ballot Processing Center, as applicable, in both cases c/o Kroll 
Restructuring Administration LLC, 850 Third Avenue, Suite 412, Brooklyn, 
New York 11232.  The Disclosure Statements, the Plans, and the Solicitation 
Procedures Orders are on file with the Clerk of the Bankruptcy Court, Third 
Floor, 824 Market Street, Wilmington, Delaware 19801, and may be examined 
by parties in interest by visiting the Office of the Clerk of the Bankruptcy Court 
during business hours, or viewed on the Bankruptcy Court’s website (http://www.
deb.uscourts.gov), for a fee, by following the directions for accessing the ECF 
system on such website. 

This notice is being published for informational purposes only. If you 
have questions with respect to your rights under the Imerys Plan or the 
Cyprus Plan, or about anything stated herein or if you would like to 
obtain additional information, please contact the Solicitation Agent at the 
number or address specified above. Please note that the Solicitation Agent 
may not provide legal advice. If you need legal advice, please consult with 
your attorney.

Dated: November 5, 2024

RICHARDS, LAYTON & FINGER, P.A., /s/ Amanda R. Steele, Mark D. 
Collins (No. 2981), Michael J. Merchant (No. 3854), Amanda R. Steele (No. 
5530), Huiqi Liu (No. 6850), One Rodney Square, 920 North King Street, 
Wilmington, Delaware 19801, Telephone: (302) 651-7700, Facsimile: (302) 
651-7701, E-mail: collins@rlf.com, merchant@rlf.com, steele@rlf.com, liu@
rlf.com -and- Jeffrey E. Bjork (admitted pro hac vice), Kimberly A. Posin 
(admitted pro hac vice), Helena G. Tseregounis (admitted pro hac vice), Shawn 
P. Hansen (admitted pro hac vice), LATHAM & WATKINS LLP, 355 South 
Grand Avenue, Suite 100, Los Angeles, California 90071-1560, Telephone: (213) 
485-1234, Facsimile: (213) 891-8763, E-mail: jeff.bjork@lw.com, kim.posin@
lw.com, helena.tseregounis@lw.com, shawn.hansen@lw.com. Counsel to Imerys 
Debtors and Debtors in Possession. 

REED SMITH LLP, /s/ Jason D. Angelo, Kurt F. Gwynne (No. 3951), Jason 
D. Angelo (No. 6009), 1201 North Market Street, Suite 1500, Wilmington, 
Delaware 19801-1163, Telephone: (302) 778-7500, Facsimile: (302) 778-7575, 
E-mail: kgwynne@reedsmith.com, E-mail: jangelo@reedsmith.com -and- 
Paul M. Singer (admitted pro hac vice), Luke A. Sizemore (admitted pro hac 
vice), REED SMITH LLP, Reed Smith Centre, 225 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1200, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222, Telephone: (412) 288-3131, Facsimile: (412) 
288-3063, E-mail: psinger@reedsmith.com, E-mail: lsizemore@reedsmith.com. 
Counsel to the Cyprus Debtor and Debtor in Possession

1 The Imerys Debtors (as defined below), along with the last four digits of each 
Imerys Debtor’s federal tax identification number, are:  Imerys Talc America, 
Inc. (6358) (“ITA”), Imerys Talc Vermont, Inc. (9050) (“ITV”), and Imerys Talc 
Canada Inc. (6748) (“ITC”).  The Imerys Debtors’ address is 100 Mansell Court 
East, Suite 300, Roswell, Georgia 30076.
2  Imerys Talc Italy S.p.A. (“ITI”) may file (but has not yet filed) a chapter 11 
case.  If and when ITI files a chapter 11 case, the Imerys Debtors will seek entry 
of an order by the Bankruptcy Court jointly administering ITI’s chapter 11 case 
with those of the Imerys Debtors under Case No. 19-10289 (LSS).
3  The last four digits of the Cyprus Debtor’s taxpayer identification number 
are 0890.  The Cyprus Debtor’s address is 333 North Central Avenue, Phoenix, 
Arizona 85004.
4  The term “Imerys Debtors” refers to ITA, ITV, and ITC and, to the extent ITI 
commences a chapter 11 case, the term Imerys Debtors also refers to ITI.  Unless 
otherwise noted, citations and references to documents filed in the Imerys Cases 
are to filings made in the lead Imerys Case and adhere to the following format:  
Imerys D.I. [#].
5  Citations and references to documents filed in the Cyprus Case adhere to the 
following format:  Cyprus D.I. [#].
6  The Bankruptcy Court has not approved the Imerys Disclosure Statement or 
the Combined Solicitation Procedures as to ITI.  However, if at least two-thirds 
(2/3) in amount and three-quarters (3/4) in number of holders of Talc Personal 
Injury Claims in each of Class 4a (Fund A Claims) and Class 4b (Class B Claims) 
of the Imerys Plan vote in favor thereof, ITI may commence a chapter 11 case and 
would seek to have the Solicitation Procedures Order made applicable to it at or 
before the Confirmation Hearing.
7 Capitalized terms used but not defined in this notice have the meanings given 
in the Combined Solicitation Procedures or, if not defined therein, in the Imerys 
Plan or the Cyprus Plan, as the context requires.
8  If you are inquiring about the Imerys Plan, include “Imerys Ballot Request” in 
the subject line of your email.  If you are inquiring about the Cyprus Plan, include 
“Cyprus Ballot Request” in the subject line of your email.
9  If you are inquiring about the Imerys Debtors’ solicitation documents, 
include “Imerys Solicitation Inquiry” in the subject line of your email.  If you 
are inquiring about the Cyprus Debtor’s solicitation documents, include “Cyprus 
Solicitation Inquiry” in the subject line of your email.

CHESTER, Vt. – Having 
started in March as a focus 
group of only six GMUHS 
students, the Chester Teen 
Center program operat-
ing under the Black River 
Area Community Coalition 
(BRACC) has now grown to 
serve over 50 local students 
in grades 6 and up. Their 
program uses the Congrega-
tional Church’s community 
space on Main Street twice 
a week for activities with at-
tendance from youth across 
Chester, Ludlow, Cavendish, 
Bellows Falls, Andover, and 
Springfield.
  Over the last couple 

months, BRACC’s Teen 
Center program has seen 
substantial development 
and growing support from 
youth, families, schools, and 
local decision-makers. Some 
highlights include the hir-

ing of additional supervising 
staff, the creation of a new 
website, an official registra-
tion process for participants, 
a partnership with Okemo 
Valley TV on a student-led 
media project, a logo design 
contest with local teens, a 
new opportunity to expand 
building space for program 
activities, and the launch of a 
fundraising campaign.
  BRACC projects director 

Lauren Ingersoll brought 
Andrew Moore on board 
in September as an assist-
ing program supervisor and 
creative arts director at the 
teen center. While Ingersoll 
oversees the program op-
erations, Moore brings to 
the team his background in 
behavioral intervention, his 
experience working with 
youth at the Chester-An-
dover Elementary School 

(CAES), and his connec-
tions with local families. In-
gersoll and Moore work on 
site together at the program 
to cultivate a safe, inclusive 
environment where teens 
can connect with each other 
after school, have fun and be 
creative, develop leadership 
skills, feel independent, and 
have access to support and 
mentorship. 
  BRACC is now prepar-

ing to move forward with 
a shovel-ready renovation 
project to expand their teen 
center into a more perma-
nent space. This new build-
ing space, next to the Con-
gregational Church, will 
allow BRACC to serve the 
growing number of youth 
participants and offer more 
sustainable resources and 
teen center drop-in hours. 
  Thanks to many com-

munity members and busi-
nesses who have already 
contributed to fundraising 
efforts, BRACC has raised 
over $3,000 for the project, 
in addition to having in-kind 
service donations commit-
ted from local contractors 
and volunteers. Funding 
and capacity for this proj-
ect has seen support from 
several local businesses and 
organizations, including the 
Springfield Rotary Club, 103 
Auto Repair, the Chester 
Snowmobile Club, Cenate 
& Sons Inc., LaValley’s 
Building Supply, Bibens Ace 
Hardware, Bickford Paint-
ing, the Edgar May Health 
and Recreation Center, the 
Chester Telegraph, and T&T 
Electric of Chester.
  A community member has 

recently offered a matching 
challenge to help BRACC 

continue to raise funds for 
the teen center project and 
reach their goal of $10,000 
by this winter. Between 
now and Jan. 1, every dollar 
raised up to $1,000 will get a 
double match per donation 
(e.g., if you contribute $20, 
the teen center will receive 
$60).
  Donations for the teen 

center project can be made 
online at www.braccvt.org/
donate, or mailed in by check 
to BRACC at 91 VT Rt. 11, 
Londonderry, VT 05148.
  “Thanks to our commu-

nity partnerships and vol-
unteers, the teen center that 
started as an idea just earlier 
this year has already grown 
into something real. Our 
young attendees say they 
want this space to be open 
every day of the week. We’re 
all excited to see this pro-

gram evolve over the com-
ing months,” Ingersoll ex-
pressed. BRACC also plans 
to hold an open house event 
in the coming weeks, invit-
ing friends and partners of 
the teen center to celebrate 
the renovation project kick-
off.
  Registration for the teen 

center program is free and 
exclusive to youth in grades 
6-12. Registered teens are 
invited to come by the space 
any time during regular 
drop-in hours on Wednes-
days and Fridays, from 
3-5:30 p.m., at the Congre-
gational Church in Chester, 
on the corner of Church 
Street and Main Street. More 
information about the pro-
gram, how to register, and a 
list of upcoming events can 
be found at www.braccvt.
org/teen-center.

Youth participation on the rise at BRACC’s Teen Center 
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sports & outdoor

CUSTOM HOMES, ADDITIONS, & RENOVATIONS
SERVING LUDLOW AND SURROUNDING TOWNS 

CONTACT US FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT! 
802-461-3573   dci@dciconcepts.com

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

280 River Street, Springfield280 River Street, Springfield
802-885-4963802-885-4963
802-885-6200802-885-6200

P&M Auto & Service

2017 Ford F150 Sport
Fully Loaded

2017 Volkswagen Tiguan 

2017 Chevy Traverse LT

Fully Loaded

AWD

2017 Acadia Limited

2017 Hyundai Tuscan 

2015 Ford Edge SEL

Fully Loaded

ULTIMATE
AWD

Fully Loaded

Fully Loaded

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit ApprovalBankruptcy • Bad Credit

First Time • Divorce

2017 Ford F150 Sport

2015 Ford Edge SEL 2017 Chevy Traverse LT
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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Connecticut River Valley 
Stingrays youth swim team 
competed in the Dorsi 
Raynolds Memorial Swim 
Meet at the Upper Valley 
Aquatic Center on Satur-
day, Nov. 9, and Sunday, 
Nov. 10.
  “This was our first meet 

of the season,” says Sting-
rays swim coach Julia 
Lamb, “and there were a lot 
of nerves from both new 
and experienced swim-
mers.”
  Despite the nerves, 

the team had a great first 
showing. Aquinna Allen, 8, 
of Chester, and Emily Ar-
nold, 9, of Putney, achieved 
bronze standard in the 25-
yard and 50-yard breast-
stroke respectively. Dean 
Long, 12, of Peru, achieved 
the bronze cut in the 50-
yard fly, and came in sixth 

place in the 500-yard free-
style, where he also made 
his best times.
  Several other swim-

mers also accomplished 
their best times during the 
meet. Fiona McFarland, 
13, of Windsor, had her 
best time in the 100-yard 
freestyle, and Carl John-
son, 13, achieved his best 
time in the 100-yard back-

stroke. Lizzy Warren, 12, 
of Springfield, knocked 30 
seconds off her 50-yard fly. 
Ella Pelletier, 12, of Ches-
ter, achieved her best times 
in the 50-yard freestyle and 
the 100-yard individual 
medley (IM). Janey Whip-
ple, 10, also of Springfield, 
beat her best times in the 
100-yard IM and the 200-
yard freestyle, and Nora 

Waters, 9, of Perksins-
ville, had her best time in 
the 50-yard backstroke.
  A few Stingrays were 

competing for the first 
time, including Caleb 
Root, 11, of Weathers-
field; Nizhoni Trahan, 
10, of Bellows Falls; 
and Evita Pelletier, 7, of 
Chester. Root competed 
in the 50-yard breast-
stroke and 50-yard free-
style. Trahan had an 
awesome showing in the 
50-yard backstroke and 
50-yard breaststroke, 
and Pelletier swam in 
the 25-yard backstroke. 
Roxcy Cammock, 13, of 
Windsor, stepped out of 
her comfort zone and 
competed in the 200-
yard breaststroke for the 
first time.
  “We raced well,” Lamb 

concluded. “It was im-
pressive to see how sup-
portive the kids were of 
each other.”
  The Stingrays will 

travel to Upper Val-
ley Aquatic Center for 
their next meet on Dec. 
6-8. For more informa-
tion on the Stingrays 
youth swim team, con-
tact coach Julia Lamb at 
jlamb@edgarmay.org.

Stingrays have successful first 
meet of the season

Members of the Connecticut River Valley Stingrays at their 
fi rst swim meet of the season.

PHOTO PROVIDED

W E S T M I N S T E R , 
Vt. – The Connecticut 
River Valley chapter of 
Trout Unlimited (CRV-
TU) is pleased to pres-
ent Annette Spaulding, 
an experienced master 
scuba diver whose fa-
vorite place in the whole 
world – and yes, she has 
visited dive sites world-
wide – is to dive in the 
Connecticut River. The 
presentation will be held 
on Tuesday, Dec. 3, at 6 
p.m., at the Westmin-
ster Institute, 3534 U.S. 

Route 5.
  Her PowerPoint presen-

tation, along with a display 
of items, will show attend-
ees some of the unusual 
and interesting things she 
found in our river. Spauld-
ing will be asking for your 
help in identifying some of 
the more unusual items.
  CRVTU invites adults 

and kids who swim, boat, 
fish, bird, catch frogs, or 
paddle on the river to at-
tend this free event, to see 
what is below the surface of 
our great river.

Discoveries in 
the Connecticut 
River

STOWE, Vt. – Ver-
mont’s lift-service skiing 
history began in 1934, 
with the installation of 
the first ski lift in the 
country: a rope tow pow-
ered by a Ford Model T 
engine on Gilbert’s Hill 
in Woodstock. A year 
later, the second rope tow 
in Vermont was built by 
Wesley Pope on Glenn 

Skiff ’s farm in Jefferson-
ville. After that, small ski 
areas began popping up all 
around the state.
  The Vermont Ski and 

Snowboard Museum has 
been documenting Ver-
mont’s “lost” and “lost and 
found” ski areas for 25 years. 
To date, 184 have been iden-
tified, including four that 
were in the planning stages 
but never opened. The up-
coming exhibit, “Search-
ing for Vermont’s Lost Ski 
Areas – Part 2,” is a schuss 
down memory lane for 
those who learned to ski or 
ride at one of these slopes. 
In Part 2 of the exhibit, an 
additional 113 documented 
areas, not featured in Part 
1, are introduced through 
photographs, interviews, 
newspaper clippings, and 
memorabilia from the mu-
seum’s collection. For those 
who missed last season’s 
popular Part 1, it is incorpo-
rated within the new exhibit. 
  A few of the lost areas 

highlighted in the exhibit 
include four in Waterbury, 
five in Stowe, and one right 
off Interstate 89’s eastbound 
Route 2 exit in South Burl-
ington. Towns like Newport, 
Middlebury, and Lyndon-
ville had a strong ski-jump-
ing tradition, which evolved 
into adding lifts for alpine 
skiing. 
  The Vermont Ski and 

Snowboard Museum, locat-
ed at 1 South Main Street in 
Stowe, invites you to attend 
the exhibit opening on Fri-
day, Dec. 6, from 5-8 p.m. 
Admission to the exhibit 
opening is free. Thereafter, 
the museum is open Thurs-
day-Sunday, from 12-5 p.m., 
through the winter. 
  Searching for Vermont’s 

lost ski areas is made pos-
sible by the work of many 
volunteers, Union Bank, 
Darn Tough, Winthrop H. 
Smith Jr. Charitable Foun-
dation, and Jeremy Davis of 
New England Lost Ski Areas 
Project.

Vermont’s Lost 
Ski Areas
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16 North Main Street  |  Charlestown, NH

We L    VE Locals! Come get to know us!
Uber Local “Open House” Mondays

Take an extra*10% o�  on the following dates if you live 
in the following towns (per your valid driver’s license):

12/2: Cavendish, Gassetts, Grafton
12/9: Landgrove, Londonderry, Proctorsville

12/16: Rockingham, Saxton’s River
12/23: Spring� eld, Townshend, Weathers� eld
12/30: Weston, Windham

1/6: New Hampshire

*Everyday Discounts (stacked on top of above Deal):
VT/NH Residents • Seniors • Veterans
VT/Other State Medical Card Holders 

*Daily Special (stacked on top of above Deal):
Including 4:20-5:20pm Happy Hour Savings

7 Pineview Drive, Chester • 802-875-WEED • DownToTheRootsVT.com

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For use 
by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT 

AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or 
use of cannabis may carry signi� cant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law. 
It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The e� ects of edible cannabis may be 

delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience 

harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the 
in� uence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.

We L    VE Locals! Come get to know us!We L    VE Locals! Come get to know us!We L    VE Locals! Come get to know us!We L    VE Locals! Come get to know us!

Matilda and Matilda and 
� ree Bears� ree Bears

Antiques & Gi� sAntiques & Gi� s

26 � e Common26 � e Common
Chester, VTChester, VT

802-875-6041802-875-6041

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – The Friends of the 
Rockingham Free Public 
Library extend an invita-
tion to our community to 
our annual holiday party 
at Rockingham Library, 
65 Westminster Street, 
on Saturday, Dec. 7, from 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. There 
will be snacks, holiday 
drinks, and raffle prizes. 
Music will be provided by 

Holiday party at 
Rockingham Library

holiday party favorites the 
Stringfield Springers to keep 
our toes tapping. Come 

join the fun. Celebrate the 
season of light at our local 
library.

The Stringfi eld Springers play at a previous Friends of the 
Rockingham Library holiday party.

PHOTO PROVIDED

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – The 
First Congregational Church 
of Westminster Women’s 
Fellowship will hold their 
annual Christmas Bazaar 
on Saturday, Dec. 7, from 9 
a.m. – 2 p.m., at 3470 Route 5 
in Westminster, Vt. There will 
be locally made gifts, holiday 
crafts, homemade treats, and 

useful attic treasures.
  The Christmas Cafe will 

be open for lunch, and the 
treat table will sell a vari-
ety of baked goods. Pick up 
something for your holiday 
celebrations, many items can 
be frozen.
  From 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., San-

ta will be on hand for pictures. 

Also, for the kids there will 
be a kids’ craft table. Bring 
your kids and grandkids, 
and we will keep them 
busy while you shop or get 
your lunch ordered.
  Buy a raffle ticket for the 

chance raffle, with many 
beautiful items to choose 
from.

FCC Westminster 
Christmas Bazaar

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
River Artisans Cooperative 
shop, at 28 The Square in 
Bellows Falls, will be open 
extended hours for holi-

day shopping. What could 
be better than the gift of 
something unique made by 
a local artist or craftsper-
son? There are many new 

River Artisans Cooperative 
extended holiday hours

NOV. 28 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Toonerville Trail Turkey Trot 
5K Run and Walk will take 
place at the Toonerville Trail, 
at 9 a.m. This is a fundraiser 
for Meals on Wheels 
of Greater Springfi eld, 
and Springfi eld High 
School cross country. The 
registration fee is discounted 
in advance at www.
runlikeardy.com/races/
toonerville-trail-turkey-trot.

DEC. 1 –
WESTMINSTER, Vt. – The 
Westmoreland Town Band 
will hold a Christmas 
concert on Sunday, Dec. 
1, at 4 p.m., at The First 
Congregational Church of 
Westminster, 3470 Route 
5 in Westminster, Vt. This 
fabulous Christmas concert 
is a great way to kick off 
your holiday season. Tell a 
friend, bring the kids and 
grandkids. After the concert, 
join us for refreshments, and 
visit with the musicians.

DEC. 5 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Fletcher 
Memorial Library, located 
at 88 Main Street in Ludlow, 
will be hosting a Community 
Appreciation Open House 
on Thursday, Dec. 5, from 
4-6 p.m. Children can pick 
out a free book and Santa, 
our special guest, will arrive 
at 4:30 p.m. Refreshments 
will be served and there 
will be a drawing for our 
patrons and volunteers. 

DEC. 6 –
CHESTER, Vt. – Matilda and 
Three Bears will be having 
a holiday open house on 
Saturday, Dec. 6, from 
10:30 a.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Please come and enjoy the 
season. We are located at 
26 The Common, Chester, 
Vt. For more information, 
call 802-875-6041.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfi eld Garden Club 
will be hosting a Christmas 
holidays pop-up market at 

the First Congregational 
Church, 77 Main Street, 
on Friday, Dec. 6, from 
10 a.m. – 7 p.m. We will 
be selling our handmade 
wreaths, centerpieces, and 
other holiday decorations.

DEC. 7 –
WESTON, Vt. – The second 
annual Weston Rod & Gun 
Club Holiday Bazaar is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
Dec. 7, from 9 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Tables are available 
for a small fee, and space is 
limited, so reserve early. Call 
or text Anna at 802-379-

3161 to secure your spot 
and showcase your wares.

DEC. 14-15
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfi eld Community 
Chorus presents “Gloria!” 
featuring Vivialdi’s “Gloria” 
and other beloved songs 
of the Christmas season. 
Performances will take 
place on Saturday, Dec. 14, 
at 7 p.m., at the Chester 
Baptist Church; and Sunday, 
Dec. 15, at 3 p.m., at the 
Springfi eld Congregational 
Church. Donations welcome.

holiday things to choose 
from, so stop in and enjoy 
the wide choice of special 
items. Come and browse 
between 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

every day, with extended 
hours until 8 p.m. on Fri-
day and Saturday. Our 
phone number is 802-
591 2085.
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Happy

Holidays!

FOR ALL OF YOUR SEPTIC NEEDS

VERMONT VINES
275 Williams Road, Rockingham  |  802-233-1200
www.vermontvines.com  |  @vermontvines

Bloody Mary Sunday 12-6pmBloody Mary Sunday 12-6pm
Margarita Monday 2-7pmMargarita Monday 2-7pm

Daily Food-Wine-Beer-CocktailsDaily Food-Wine-Beer-Cocktails

OPEN UNTIL 
MID-DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS TREES

HANDMADE WREATHS
LOCAL CHEESE & MEAT

Holiday HoursHoliday Hours
Sun – Thur 9:30-6Sun – Thur 9:30-6

Fri & Sat 9-7Fri & Sat 9-7

Check Facebook Check Facebook 
for updates for updates 

Large Variety of 
Menu Items!

Kurn Hattin is a donor-supported 
residential home and school for 
good kids whose families are 
facing difficult circumstances.

Help us positively 
transform young 
lives.

708 Kurn Hattin Road • Westminster, VT 05158 • kurnhattin.org

DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT! 
An anonymous enthusiastic member 
of our community will match the 
first $1,000 donated. 

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
fourth annual Customer 
Appreciation Weekend 
will be in full swing in 
Chester the first weekend 
in December, Dec. 7 and 
8. We are giving thanks 
for another year of your 
support. Our vibrant busi-
nesses continue to thrive 
and carry abundant, un-
usual inventories year 
round. You will not be dis-
appointed.
  Bring the family to ex-

plore all of the venues and 
discounts available on our 
historic Green. Watch the 
annual tree lighting on the 
Green on Saturday after-
noon, after 4 p.m. Children 
can visit Santa in the infor-
mation booth that will be 
decked out for the season, 
until 6 p.m. Hot chocolate 
and cookies will be served 
in the gazebo to the littles 
during Santa’s visit.
  Kit Kats Embroidery & 

More, located at 78 Com-
mon Street on the Green, 

has an amazing array of 
wonderful gifts, including 
children’s books, puzzles, 
ornaments, stickers, and of 
course her specialty, em-
broidered clothing pieces. 
She will be offering a dis-
count storewide all week-
end.
  Fischer Arts, located on 

the corner of Common 
Street and School Street, 
has a beautiful, welcom-
ing shop, with twinkling 
white lights in the win-
dows. Stepping inside the 
shop reveals art inspired 
by nature. It is a colorful, 
enticing showroom, offer-
ing many one-of-a-kind 
selections.
  Sage Jewelry and Gifts, 

located down Artisans Al-
ley, is offering discounts 
on selected gift items. She 
is known regionally for her 
creative jewelry pieces that 
are made on site. Don’t 
miss seeing her expand-
ed inventory of region-
ally made items, featuring 

cards, candles, glass-
ware, and much more.
  Home to Sharon’s on 

the Common, Chester 
Candy, and the Maple 
Room is the red build-
ing at the bottom of 
Artisans Alley. Sharon’s 
offers specialty clothing 
items from around the 
world, and also many 
one-of-a-kind creations 
made in the boutique.
  Chester Candy and 

The Maple Room spe-
cialize in made-in-Ver-
mont food items, in-
cluding truffles, cheese, 
jams, pickles, and syrup. 
Discounts storewide 
will be offered all week-
end.
  Your continued, year-

round support is the 
backbone of the small 
business community in 
Chester.
  Thank you for shop-

ping local during this 
wonderful time of the 
year. Enjoy the holidays.

Customer Appreciation 
Weekend in Chester BELMONT, Vt. – The 

date is fast approach-
ing for the Mount Holly 
Community Historical 
Museum’s holiday fund-
raising event, the Festival 
of Lights celebration on 
Saturday evening, Dec. 7, 
at the Odd Fellows Hall in 
Belmont. 
  We welcome the Mount 

Holly community and 
neighboring communi-

ties to an evening of enjoy-
ment, refreshment, and a 
live auction. At 5 p.m., the 
door opens for the auction 
preview; at 5:30 p.m., our 
local auctioneer Paul Nevin 
will commence the evening. 
We can report that many 
choice new and vintage 
items have been gathered, 
plus our traditional, trea-
sured wreaths and sought-
after wine and cheese raffles 

will be offered.
  You might just find the 

best holiday present for a 
loved one or a dear friend. 
A small admission charge 
will include three tickets for 
a special door prize. Come 
start the holiday season en-
joying a festive night with 
neighbors old and new, local 
and beyond, all while sup-
porting our museum, a sig-
nificant community asset.

Festival of Lights

LONDONDERRY, Vt. –
The annual Christmas 
Bazaar at Second Congre-
gational Church of Lon-
donderry will once again 
be held on the first Sat-
urday of December, Dec. 
7, from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., 

in the Church Friendship 
Room. There will be hand-
made wreaths to purchase, 
a delicious lunch served, a 
cookie walk, crafts and gift 
items to purchase, and much, 
much fun to be had. Come 
join us for a wonderful day 

to get into the Christmas 
spirit. Second Congregation-
al Church is located at 2051 
North Main Street (Vermont 
Route 11) in Londonderry, 
Vt. For more information, 
please call the church office 
at 802-824-6453.

Londonderry Christmas 
Bazaar

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
The Springfield Com-
munity Band is pleased 
to announce its second 
annual holiday concert, 
which will take place on 
Saturday, Dec. 7, at 6 p.m., 
in the Riverside Middle 
School auditorium, 13 
Fairground Road in 
Springfield.

  Last year’s holiday concert 
was very well received, and 
this one, too, will not disap-
point. The program will con-
sist of both traditional and 
modern holiday and winter-
related selections, with the 
familiar being refashioned 
and tweaked in unexpected 
ways. This is not your par-
ents’ holiday concert.

  The featured vocalists for 
the evening are the Riverside 
Middle School chorus, and 
teachers Meredith Pelton of 
Springfield High School and 
Kelly DeAngelis of Riverside 
Middle School.
  The band hopes you will 

join it in an exuberant eve-
ning of celebration, good 
spirit, and fun.

Springfield Holiday Concert
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Sat + SunSat + Sun
Dec. 7 + 8Dec. 7 + 8

Home Grown HolidaysHome Grown HolidaysHome Grown Holidays

Come for the Food, Stay for the Fun!

802-228-7797
Kitchen Hours Monday – Friday 4–9pm

Saturday 12–9pm,  Sunday 12-8pm

Monday Open Mic Night at 8:30pm
Tuesday Trivia at 6pm with Rick Davis

Thursday Irish Session with Gypsy Reel at 6:30pm

Saturday, December 7

BREWFEST BEVERAGE CO.

brewfestbeverage.com     802-228-4261

MMaaiinn SSttrreeeett,, LLuuddllooww,, VVTT

Take GOOD BEER Home!

Thank you for your continued support!

 Liquor     Wine     CBD

CCrraafftt BBeeeerr LLoovveerrss’’

PPAARRAADDIISSEE

Non-Alcoholic

Spirits    RTD    Beer

Wine    Seltzer

Seasonal

Favorites

NOW in STOCK!

Holiday 

Gift Packs

are

AVAILABLE!

WESTON, Vt. – As the 
Weston Volunteer Fire De-
partment (WVFD) wraps 
up its 75th anniversary, we’d 
like to invite all our neigh-
bors to join us for the official 
start to the season, Christ-
mas in Weston, scheduled 
for Saturday, Dec. 7, from 11 
a.m. to dusk. Santa and Mrs. 
Claus will be in town, along 
with cookie decorating, 
kids’ crafts, face painting, 
horse-drawn wagon rides, a 

goat petting farm, and a pre-
sentation of “A Christmas 
Carol,” along with Christ-
mas caroling, and more.
  A special addition this 

year includes a visit by R.W. 
Ally, illustrator of the Pad-
dington Bear books, with 
an original, live drawing, 
plus art class and reading of 
“Firefighters to the Rescue.” 
Don’t miss this event.
  Raffle tickets, and cook-

ie and swag sales benefit 

the WVFD and The Little 
School. Raffle tickets are 
available on the Weston 
Green that day or before 
the event from any WVFD 
member, or call 802-824-
3539 and leave a message. 
Santa will light the town 
Christmas tree, and fire-
works will complete our 
day of festivities. For more 
information on events and 
times, please visit www.we-
stonvt.net.

WVFD Christmas celebration

Traditional, Old Fashioned

ROAST TURKEY DINNER

Thursday, November 28, 2024
Doors open 11:30 / dinner noon to 2pm

BELLOWS FALLS
American Legion Post #37

Roast Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potato, Gravy, Squash, Rolls & Butter, 
Cranberry Sauce, and Dessert

Sponsored by the American Legion at NO COST to our Community

Meal to be Eaten at the American Legion
(Donations gladly accepted)

Call 802-463-9700  ~  Reservations Recommended

American Legion, 42 Rockingham St. Bellows Falls
Commander Pete Squires,  PR Smokey Aumand

BY PAULA BENSON
The Vermont Journal

REGION, Vt. – The idea 
for the INNdulgence Tour 
originated in 2016, when 
innkeeper Julie Wood 
thought a promotional fun-
draising event would help 
encourage local tourism 
during the off or “stick” sea-
son in November. 
  A quintessential Vermont 

experience, with several 
inns offering a special, in-
dulgent treat between the 
hours of 12–5 p.m., the 
INNdulgence Tour will take 
place this year on Saturday 
and Sunday, Dec. 7 and 8.
  The tour invites visitors 

to come for the weekend, or 
just the day, to experience 
the historic and unique inns 
of the southern Vermont re-
gion. With the exception of 
2020 and 2021, the tradition 
has continued, and atten-
dance has grown steadily. 
Approximately 200 people 
participated over the week-

end last year, and this year’s 
ticket sales will be limited to 
250 guests.
  A cohost of the Golden 

Honey Festival and long-
time proprietor of the Gold-
en Stage Inn along with her 
husband Michael, Wood is a 
doer; hardworking, indus-
trious, a creative thinker, 
and problem solver. 
  Contacting other inn-

keepers and coordinating 
the details can be a chal-
lenge, and Wood is grateful 
for her volunteer partner, 
Jane McGarry. Three years 
ago was the first year Mc-
Garry attended the tour, and 
two years ago she volun-
teered her assistance.
  “Julie is great,” McGarry 

said. “She is really fun to 
work with, and has her stuff 
together. We get together 
for dinner and think of new 
things that will keep the 
event fresh and fun.” 
  This year that means 

opening the participation 
up to local businesses, in 

addition to the inns. Pop’s 
Biscotti in Ludlow, for in-
stance, is giving away goodie 
bags to people who stop in 
while taking the tour. Sug-
arbob’s in Chester will of-
fer discounts at their gift 
shop on purchases, plus a 
snack. There will also be a 
kind of scramble/scavenger 
hunt this year, with a chance 
to win two tickets to the 
INNdulgence Tour in 2025.
  There are nine inns par-

ticipating this year. A list-
ing of inns, map of the tour, 
general information, and 
tickets are available on the 
2024 INNdulgence Face-
book page.
  One of the original 

INNdulgence Tour stops 
is the historic Echo Lake 
Inn in Ludlow. Owner Tom 
Gianola isn’t sure yet what 
he plans to serve, but tra-
ditionally, they’ve always 
offered hearty soups. “We 
are the inn furthest north, 
so usually people start with 
us,” Gianola explained. He 

anticipates maybe a tur-
key gumbo and a butternut 
squash bisque, or something 
similar. This year, Gianola is 
happy to welcome his neigh-
bors just across the street at 
the Inn at Water’s Edge, par-
ticipating in the tour for the 
first time.
  Ali and Lane Knaack, who 

took ownership of the newly 
rebranded CoHo Inn & Mo-
tor Lodge in Weston just 
six months ago, are host-
ing the tour for their first 
time. They’ll be participat-
ing on Sunday only, and are 
planning to serve a classic 
comfort food snack of mini 
tomato soups and grilled 
cheese sandwich bites.
  The Golden Stage Inn is 

famous for Michael’s “Satur-
day Night Chocolate Cake,” 
which they offer each year, 
the name referring to the 
fact that the dessert is served 
every Saturday night at the 
inn.
  Vicky Mustoe of the Stone 

House Inn & Eatery is still 
debating what she will serve 

that weekend, but if her 
chocolate crinkle cookies 
are any indication of what 
might be offered, this is an 
inn not to be passed by.
  One unique feature can be 

found at the Hartness House 
in Springfield. Explore the 

famous underground tun-
nels that snake beneath the 
cozy mansion as part of the 
tour.
  Travel from inn to inn, 

enjoy holiday warmth and 
hospitality, and savor some 
INNdulgent treats.

Share in a weekend of INNdulgence
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FARM • GARDEN • HOMESTEAD • PET
54 Grain Store Rd. • Chester, VT

802-875-2333 • info@erskinesgrain.com

EXIT ATE RESTAURANT
Breakfast 
+ Lunch

802-646-1001

202 Route 131
Ascutney, VT

366 River St.
Springfield, VT 

p. 802-886-2555
f.  802-886-2002

e.  appointments.
     fosteringwellness
     @gmail.com

fosteringwellness.netchiropractic, rehabilitation, & massage

802-463-3331 • halladaysflowers@gmail.com

halladaysflowers.com

802-824-4556
Londonderry, VT

Open Mon-Fri 7-6
Sat 8-5, Closed Sun

Breakfast & Lunch

NEW PIZZA OVEN

Beer & Wine

Shop at your 
Local Hardware Store!

Hardware - Lumber - Kitchen - More

(802) 228-4665

182 Pleasant St. Ext.
Ludlow, VT 05149

Open Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat 8-3, Sun 8-1
802-885-2161

244 River Street, Springfield

Community Owned Since 1992

6 Main St. Suite 1, Springfield, VT
802-885-3663
www.springfieldfood.coop

Open to All!

In Chester, take Route 11 East In Chester, take Route 11 East 
for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto 
Green Mtn. Turnpike. We’re Green Mtn. Turnpike. We’re 
the � rst house on the le� !the � rst house on the le� !

Our OwnOur Own

Maple SyrupMaple Syrup
Member VMSMAMember VMSMA

� e Perfect Gi� ! 

Mitch’s MaplesMitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Pure Vermont 
Maple ProductsMaple Products
Sugar House Open DailySugar House Open Daily
802-952-9570802-952-9570

LIFE ANNUITIES | FARM & RANCH | BUSINESS | HOME & AUTO

802-228-1234
101 Main Street

Ludlow, VT 05149

Happy Holidays!

Diamond
Realty

Frank Provance
Cell: 802-345-3894

Frank@DiamondRealtyVT.com
DiamondRealtyVT.com

Willow Farm Pet
Grooming • Retail Shop • Overnight Boarding • Daycare

Open Mon-Fri 8-6 and Sat 9-2

Happy Holidays!

Su� ort your Community this Holiday Season
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Shop Local on Sma�  Busine�  Saturday

“Growing Quality Since 1956”
Produce

Bakery-Deli
Garden Center

Mobil Gas

802-722-3395  -  Toll Free 877-722-3395
6023 US Route 5, Westminster, VT

www.allenbrothersfarms.com

Where Books Find Readers!
136 Main Street, Ludlow, VT 05149

802-228-3238   www.thebooknookvt.com

Hardware - Lawn & Garden - Automotive - Hand/Power Tools
Outdoor Power Equipment - Doors & Windows - Wood Pellets

Vinyl Siding - Fencing - Trusses - Decking - Painting
Plumbing & Heating - Lumber & Building - Roofing - Flooring

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. • Charlestown, NH 03603

Tel: 603-826-3251 • Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, VT 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

“Springfield’s Best Kept Secret”

802-376-9714
65 The Square, Bellows Falls, VT 05101
Pick Up Winter Meal Delivery Dec - April

FOOD TRUCK AND CATERING

JUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’SJUDD’S

802-722-4200
6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158

Open Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:00, Closed Weekends

AUTO REPAIRS
AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION

KOKOPELLI’S
4 Atkinson St. Bellows Falls, VT

802-732-8267
kkpelli43@gmail.com

Visit us on Facebook at Kokopelli’s LLC

CRYSTALS - GEMSTONES - JEWELRY - HANDBAGS
SOUTHWESTERN RUGS - DECOR 

CANDLES - INCENSE - SAGE BUNDLES 

smokeshiredesign.com

OPEN DAILY
11am - 5pm

3630 Rte 103N
Chester

Southern Vermont’s 
Largest Antique 

Center
20,000 sq. ft. 

showcasing antiques, 
quality collectibles, 

furniture, jewelry, folk 
art, primitives and home 

decorating accents. Dealers 
welcome. Be a part of 

the most active center in 
Southern Vermont. 

Shop our Gifts and Holiday Cards

802-885-8564
vitt19@vermontel.net

Tina’s Hallmark

2 Chester Road, Suite 7  ~  Springfield, VT 05156

Visit your Local Sugar House

Green Mountain Sugar House 
820 Route 100 North  |  Ludlow, VT

800-643-9338  |  www.gmsh.com  |  Like us on Facebook



HELP US REACH

OUR GOAL OF

$5,000
for Black River Good Neighbors

Make a Donation and receive a

Keepsake Ornament

Mary W. Davis and Inside Edge together will match $2,500

Black River Good Neighbors Service

works diligently in our community to

empower those who are underserved.

NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS.

WHEN WE WORK TOGETHER, WE CAN

ACCOMPLISH GREAT THINGS!

Stop by our Office to make your donation and receive your ornament.

213 Main Street Suite 3 | 802-228-8811

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation

www.KelleyRealEstate.com
802-228-5333

NEW LISTING!  Lamere Square  |  Ludlow
Perhaps you are an investor looking for a place with impressive numbers, or 
someone seeking a tangible place to put retirement savings, or just would like to 
invest in an area you know. Maybe you remember this place as where you stop in 
for a slice of pizza, a taco, some tasty eats, or a bottle of wine, some winter gear, or 
a framed Vermont photo. Great landlords o� en have great tenants and this is the 
case here with all of the units being rented to bustling businesses and respectful 
residential tenants. � ere are eight commercial units (most with long-term leases) 
and three residential units with approximately 14,439 feet of � nished space. � e 
� ve buildings (four plus “� e Hut”) have had many recent improvements inside 
and out beyond the basic maintenance. Speci� c information on the property is 
available upon request. Call or Text Listing Agent Ty Murray at 802-777-8047  
Website link for details: https://bit.ly/3CyB0Mb
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real estate

Your Home Loan Lender of Choice

WHERE
YOU
LIVE

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. ©2022 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649
Equal Housing Lender. PrimeLending VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964MB V010918.

Purchase Refinance Renovation

Victoria Blodgett
NMLS# 179656 | Senior Loan Officer

802-975-0350 vblodget@primelending.com

www.vbprimelending.com

126 Main St #1C
   Ludlow, VT 05149

Tyleen Murray, Broker
REALTOR   

802.777.8047
Ty@KelleyRealEstate.com

®

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5252
802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 
ONE & TWO-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply

HOUSE OF THEWEEK

WWW.BARRETTANDVALLEY.COM

CHESTER $375,000

MULTI-FAMILY
OPPORTUNITY AWAITS! IN TOWN LOCATION, CLOSE TO SHOPPING & LOCAL CONVENIENCES

3 UNITS 0.75+/- ACRES

BUYING OR 
SELLING? 
MEET THE 
PROFESSIONALS

THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.

Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-367-5252    802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

CHESTER APARTMENTS
CHESTER, VERMONT

Apartments Available:
One Bedroom Upstairs Unit

This housing complex is designed for anyone 62 years 
of age or older or disabled of any age. 

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenant Use Only

Income Guidelines Do Apply

Karen Wilson
Broker
ksw@tpw.com
203.550.7430

John Napier
Licensed Sales Associate

jmn@tpw.com
860.559.9334

TPWrealestate.com  |  207 Main Street, Ludlow, VT 05149

REGION – All property 
sales, other than the named 
exemptions later in this arti-
cle, are subject to a Vermont 
transfer tax paid at closing 
by the purchaser. The tax is 
now an adjusted rate, based 
on the property ownership 
status of principal (primary 
homes) or nonprincipal 
(vacation or residential in-
vestment property). There is 
also an underlying break for 
nonprincipal property that 
is available for long-term 
rental properties. A nonpri-
mary homebuyer will pay 
a total transfer tax increase 
from 1.45% to 3.62% of the 
purchase price. For example, 
a $500,000 property sale un-
der the new tax is equal to 
$18,100 due at closing by the 
purchaser, versus the previ-

ous transfer tax of $7,350. 
This significant change is 
important information for 
both buyers and sellers. 
Below is the transfer tax 
breakdown. For more expla-
nation, feel free to call your 
trusted Realtor professional.
  Effective Aug. 1, the prop-

erty transfer tax rates are as 
follows. 
  The general tax rate re-

mains the same, at 1.25%. 
  The Clean Water Sur-

charge rate increases from 
0.2% to 0.22%, and increases 
exemption amounts. 
  The principal residence 

tax rate special tax rate of 
0.5% remains the same, but 
value subject to the 0.5% 
rate (and exempt from the 
Clean Water Surcharge) 
increases from the first 

$100,000 of value paid to 
the first $200,000 of value 
paid. The general tax rate of 
1.25%, plus the Clean Water 
Surcharge of 0.22% (total 
1.47%) applies to the value 
paid above $200,000. 
  The nonprincipal resi-

dence tax rate (for a non-
long-term rental residence 
fit for year-round habita-
tion) increases from 1.25% 
to 3.40% (3.62% including 
the Clean Water Surcharge).
  Exemption 99, for a prin-

cipal residence, funded 
in part with a homeland 
grant through the Vermont 
Housing & Conservation 
Board (VHCB), or which 
the Vermont Housing Fi-
nance Agency (VHFA) or 
USDA Rural Development 
has committed to make or 

purchase, increases the ex-
empt amount from the first 
$110,000 of value paid to 
the first $250,000 of value 
paid. The general tax rate of 
1.25%, plus the Clean Water 
Surcharge of 0.22% (total 
1.47%) will apply to the val-
ue paid above $250,000.
  New exemptions from the 

property transfer tax and 
Clean Water Surcharge are 
as follows.
  Abandoned dwellings – 

blighted real estate owned 
and acquired by a munici-
pality through condemna-
tion or tax sale. The buyer 
must certify at the time of 
purchase that the dwelling 
will be rehabilitated and oc-
cupied as a principal resi-
dence, and not as a short-
term rental, and prove within 

three years of purchase that 
rehabilitation of the dwell-
ing has been completed and 
the dwelling is occupied as a 
principal residence.
  New ENERGY STAR 

mobile homes – new mo-
bile homes, as defined in 10 
V.S.A. § 6201(1), that have 
an ENERGY STAR energy 
efficiency label and that are 

certified as a Zero Energy 
Ready Home by the U.S. De-
partment of Energy.

  Information sourced from 
www.tax.vermont.gov/prop-
erty/property-transfer-tax.

  Written by Suzanne Gar-
vey, owner/broker, Mary W. 
Davis Realtor & Associates, 
Inc.

Changes to the Vermont property transfer taxes
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