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LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
At the Nov. 4 meeting, the 
Londonderry Selectboard 
discussed a long-term com-
munity recovery plan with 
the FEMA Community As-
sistance Group, requested 
interim funding from the 
cemetery commission for 
the town office renovation 
project, and approved a mo-
tion to submit a FEMA Haz-
ard Mitigation Assistance 
Grant program buyout ap-
plication. 
  Mark Leese, a planner on 

the FEMA Community As-
sistance Group, explained to 
the board that a long-term 
recovery plan helps get ev-
eryone on the same page 
about what they want as a 
vision for the future, and 
prepares the town to submit 
grant applications more ef-
fectively. Leese expressed the 
plan is “a giant letter of sup-
port” from the board, and 
urged them to start working 
on putting together a com-
mittee to assist in creating a 
recovery plan for the town. 
  Leese went over an ideal 

scenario for the process. The 
first step is to set up a steer-
ing committee with “reason-
able people that can work to-
gether,” and have them meet 
every few weeks for approxi-
mately six to eight months to 
complete a plan. The town 
would host three public 
meetings in that time. At the 
first meeting, the recovery 
plan committee would pres-
ent ideas, and the commu-
nity would share issues and 
desires. The second meeting 
would allow the committee 
to present a draft of the plan 
with boards, exhibits, and a 
Q&A, and the third meeting 
would be a final presentation 
to the selectboard. 
  Kelly Pajala expressed, “It’s 

more than just a flood recov-
ery plan.” 
  “It’s a vision for the future,” 

Board Chair Tom Cavanagh 

concurred. 
  The board agreed the 

committee should have one 
or two selectboard members, 
someone from the planning 
commission, housing com-
mission, and others. 
  The town office renova-

tion project is beginning to 
incur expenses. Town ad-
ministrator Shane O’Keefe 
recommended the board re-
quest interim funding from 
the Londonderry Cemetery 
Commission, as they have 
in the past. It is easier to bor-
row internally, O’Keefe ex-
plained, and could save some 
time and lower the interest 
the town would pay a bank. 
Currently, the town is cover-
ing fees with their internal 
reserve funds. The previ-
ously approved bond loan 
was for $1.3 million, with an 
overall cost projected to be 
$1.8 million. The cemetery 
commission agreed to the 
construction loan, stating 
they would need incremen-
tal payments from the town. 
  The board moved to dis-

cuss the Municipal Energy 
Resilience Program (MERP), 
which is a $500,000 grant the 
town is trying to obtain for 
the office building renova-
tions to help cover the extra 
expenses. This would help 
“button up” the building 
with insulation, windows, 
and a membrane over the 
dirt floor basement. O’Keefe 
said the state and regional 
planning commissions are 
working to get them a re-
sponse, but he was optimis-
tic they would get the grant. 
  The board also approved 

a change order for the town 
office, with the recommen-
dation from the project 
architect and engineer, for 
$5,965 to repair horizontal 
and vertical cracks in the 
foundation. 
  The FEMA Hazard Miti-

gation Assistance Grant 
program has reported to the 
town that they are not going 
to fund elevation or flood 
proofing projects. Their 

main priorities are buy-
outs. The homeowners at 
74 Main Street, who pre-
viously submitted a preap-
plication for elevation, re-
quested to move forward 
with a buyout application. 
  O’Keefe explained that 

FEMA buyouts become 
vacant, elevated, town-
owned properties, which 
have permanent deed 
restrictions from any de-
velopment on the site. 
This eliminates any future 
flood hazard on the site, 
but also takes the proper-
ty off the town’s grand list. 
O’Keefe stated that FEMA 
reimburses their buyouts 
at 100% of the predisaster 
value. 
  Cavanagh expressed 

his frustration with the 
outcome with FEMA, and 
the fact that the town can’t 
do anything more to help 
their home and business 
owners. “I think flood-
proofing would have been 
a better idea to use that 
money, but I’m not on 
the state level. I would say 
I’m disappointed... It’s not 
what we want to be telling 
people.” 
  Zoning administra-

tor Will Goodwin then 
proposed a change to the 
zoning bylaw, stating that 
new businesses in the 
shopping plaza were only 
allowed an 8-square-foot 
sign, while other busi-
nesses that were grand-
fathered into the bylaws 
have 20-square-foot sig-
nage. He recommended 
amending the bylaws, 
before they are passed, to 
accommodate similar sig-
nage for new businesses. 
  O’Keefe made a few 

changes to the town ad-
ministrator job descrip-
tion, and a motion was 
passed to get the job post-
ed immediately. 
  The Londonderry Se-

lectboard meets on the 
first and third Monday, at 
6 p.m. 

FEMA denies elevation 
and flood proofing

LUDLOW, Vt. – A 
townwide scarecrow-
making contest that 
started in 2020 brought 
another batch of cre-
atively decorated scare-
crows to Main Street in 
Ludlow this year. The 
Ludlow Parks & Rec-
reation Department 
named this year’s prize 
winners. 
  Fletcher Memorial 

Library’s Cat in the Hat 
scarecrow entry, sitting 
on an autumn bench in 
front of the library read-
ing the Dr. Seuss book of 
the same name, won Best 
on Main.
  Voted Most Likely 

to Scare a Crow was an 
elaborate display featur-
ing a large, frightening 
stick creature with an 
evil pumpkin face hold-
ing severed heads, en-

tered by Peggy Olney.
  The Ludlow Town Of-

fice took home the prize 
for Funniest, with their 
commode-themed display 
called How Pumpkin Pies 

Are Really Made.
  Honorable mentions 

were awarded to the Ver-
mont Journal, William Ra-
vies Vermont Properties, 
and Engle and Volkers.

Scarecrows on Main 
contest winners

Fletcher Memorial Library’s Cat in the Hat won Best on Main.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BY NICK GIBERTI
The Vermont Journal

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
Chester Selectboard met 
on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 
turning their attention to 
the ongoing discussion 
of revising the Unified 
Development Bylaws for 
the town’s rural districts, 
currently called the R-120 
and Conservation-Resi-
dential districts.
  At the previous select-

board meeting, the board 
had been met with resis-
tance from Chester resi-
dents to adoption of the 
planning commission’s 
proposed changes. The 
change most objected to 
by those present was the 
shift from minimum lot 
sizes to density-based 
zoning, which would al-
low smaller lots, but 
would specify maximum 

overall density within the 
zone. Due to the feedback 
received, as well as several 
letters from residents sub-
mitted to the board in the in-
terim, the planning commis-
sion had elected to abandon 
the density-based approach, 
but wanted the selectboard 
to provide them with guid-
ance as to what they would 
like to see in any future pro-
posed revisions.
  Much of the discussion 

this time around focused on 
a narrow strip along Route 
10 and part of Trebo Road, 
which the proposed new zon-
ing map would remove from 
the current R-120, and place 
into the new Residential-2 
zone. This would change the 
minimum lot size in the zone 
from three acres to two acres, 
as well as removing a num-
ber of conditional uses. The 
proposed map and bylaws 
document can be found at 

www.chestervt.gov/rural-
district-bylaw-update-pub-
lic-hearing-7222024.html.
  Planning Commission 

Chair Hugh Quinn argued 
that the changes were made 
to reflect the reality on the 
ground in the area in ques-
tion, telling the board that, 
“The lot size reduction was 
a byproduct of the reality of 
what that part of town looks 
like…lots are not very big, 
and it’s largely residential.” 
Due to that area of town hav-
ing been subdivided prior to 
the town’s adoption of zoning 
in the 1970s, Quinn told the 
board that two-thirds of the 
lots included in the new zone 
are already under the current 
three-acre minimum, what 
town planning and zoning 
administrator Preston Bris-
tow called “preexisting non-
conforming lots.”

Selectboard gives planning 
commission direction

See CHESTER on Page 2
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  Quinn emphasized that 
the minimum lot size reduc-
tion was not the only pro-
posed change, but that the 
removal of conditional uses 
was intended to reflect the 
more residential nature of the 
area. Uses removed from the 
area in the proposal include 
extraction operations, heavy 
construction, sawmills, wood 
processing, animal kennels, 
animal hospitals, and nurs-
eries. “There might be some 
people who could create a 
lot, under the zoning chang-
es, who couldn’t before, but 
on the other hand, it’s being 
zoned for uses that are more 
consistent with [a] residential 

[area],” said Bristow.
  Chair Arne Jonynas agreed 

with the change, saying “I’m 
okay with keeping Route 10 
and Trebo [as they are in the 
proposal].”
  Selectboard member Peter 

Hudkins felt that the pro-
posed name change from 
“Conservation-Residential” 
to “Rural 10-acre” was objec-
tionable. Based on his work 
as a developer, Hudkins said, 
“Once you take ‘conserva-
tion’ out of a name, you find 
that [that area] gets devel-
oped way more.” Hudkins felt 
that this area should remain 
less developed, saying, “The 
town gets a lot of use out of it, 
and a lot of people get a lot of 
use out of it.” He envisioned 
a scenario where further de-
velopment reduces access 

to trails, streams, and other 
natural features that make 
Chester an attractive place to 
live and visit.
  Quinn, in summarizing 

how he felt the selectboard 
wanted the planning com-
mission to proceed, said that 
his understanding was that 
the planning commission 
should abandon density-
based zoning, revert to three- 
and five-acre lot minimums, 
retain “conservation” in the 
name of the C-R zone, and 
otherwise leave other pro-
posed changes intact. A new 
hearing will need to be held 
for the revised proposal in 
the future, once the planning 
commission has altered the 
proposed bylaws in response 
to the direction the select-
board has provided.
  The board also discussed 

Chester’s remaining ARPA 
funds, which need to be al-
located by the end of the year. 
Town manager Julie Hance 
suggested to the board that, 
in order to utilize the funds, 

they allocate the remaining 
$157,750.83 to the ambu-
lance purchase for which the 
town had already bonded. 
This would make use of the 
remaining ARPA money, 
while freeing up the same 
amount for the capital fund, 
to be used for other projects 
in the future. Two projects 
discussed for this money 
were the solar field purchase, 
and the repair or replacement 
of Chester’s aging pool house.
  Finally, in their capacity 

as water and sewer commis-
sioners, the board increased 
water and sewer rates. The 
water base rate was increased 
from $73 to $76, and the use 
rate was increased from $2.75 
to $3 per 1,000 gallons. The 
sewer base rate went from 
$110 to $112, and the use rate 
from $5.25 to $5.50 per 1,000 
gallons.
  The next Chester Select-

board meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, Nov. 20, at 
6:30 p.m., at the Chester 
Town Hall.

CHESTER
From Page 1

CHESTER, Vt. – Reserve 
your place now for the 
wreath decorating work-
shops scheduled for Nov. 
21-23, in Willard Hall at St. 
Luke’s Church, 313 Main 
Street (Route 11 West) in 
Chester, Vt. Those who reg-
ister and pay by Friday, Nov. 
16, may take advantage of a 
discount. Since the number 
of wreaths and workshop 
sessions is limited, partici-
pants must register early to 
ensure both a wreath and 
their choice of workshop.  
  Choose from one of eight 

different workshops: Thurs-
day, Nov. 21, 9-10:30 a.m., 

1-2:30 p.m., or 6:30-8 p.m.; 
Friday, Nov. 22, 9-10:30 
a.m., 1-2:30 p.m., or 6:30-8 
p.m.; and Saturday, Nov. 23, 
9-10:30 a.m. or 1-2:30 p.m. 
Each session will offer all the 
essentials to create a one-of-
a-kind wreath. Come alone 
or register with a friend or 
group. Participants are en-
couraged to bring clippers 
and glue guns if they have 
them.
  At the workshops, partici-

pants choose from an array 
of especially collected greens, 
berries, nuts, and other natu-
ral materials, bows, and dif-
ferent embellishments that 

they would like to add to 
their premade evergreen 
wreath. Wire, glue guns, 
and other supplied equip-
ment will make the deco-
rating easy.
  To take advantage of the 

early-bird discount on the 
fee per wreath, register and 
pay by Saturday, Nov. 16. 
Checks should be made 
out to St. Luke’s Church, 
designated in the memo 
line for the wreath work-
shop, and mailed to Lil-
lian Willis at P.O. Box 318, 
Chester, VT 05143. For 
additional information, 
registration, or a flier you 
could email to a friend, 
please contact Lillian Wil-
lis at 802-875-1340 or lb-
willisct@comcast.net. The 
workshops will benefit the 
church and the Chester 
Conservation Commit-
tee’s youth environmental 
camp scholarships.

St. Luke’s wreath 
workshop early birds

LUDLOW, Vt. – Fletch-
er Memorial Library will 
host Tech Time with Matt 
Sydorowich of Sydscom-
pufix on Saturday, Nov. 
16, from 10:30 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m. Sydorowich 
will offer one-on-one 
assistance with your de-
vice, phone, or computer. 
Please call the library at 
802-228-8921 to register.
  Sydscompufix of-

fers computer repairs 
and sales at their shop 
on Main Street in Lud-
low. “Thanks to Matt 
for offering assistance to 
Fletcher Memorial Li-
brary and community 
members,” comments li-
brarian Michelle Stinson, 
“Many of our patrons 
need just a bit of assis-

tance with their technology 
or a simple fix.”
  Register for Tech Time by 

calling the library at 802-
228-8921.
  Are you a writer want-

ing to share and receive 
constructive suggestions 
on your writing? Connect 
with your peers at this new 
writers group at Fletcher 
Memorial Library. Join host 
Catherine Martin at the li-
brary on Monday, Nov. 18, 
from 5-6:30 p.m. Martin 
is a passionate writer who 
has walked her path in 
Vermont, NYC, New Jer-
sey, northern Florida, and 
Nashville, Tenn. Her artis-
tic passions are fed by yoga, 
dressage, and timber fram-
ing. Martin is excited by the 
challenge of fiction writing 

and poetry.
  A writing group can of-

fer a supportive environ-
ment of likeminded people 
who share the passion of 
writing. Each participant 
should bring three pages 
single-spaced, or six pages 
double-spaced, to share 
with the group. Come and 
meet other local people in-
terested in creative writing. 
We will share experiences, 
inspire, and encourage each 
other.
  Fletcher Memorial Li-

brary is located at 88 Main 
Street, Ludlow, Vt. These 
programs are free and open 
to the public. If you have 
additional questions, please 
give us a call at 802-228-
8921, or visit our website at 
www.fmlnews.org.

Tech Time and writers 
group at Fletcher 
Memorial Library
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BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
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www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

General Contracting

 Construction 

Excavating

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT

www.barrsbuilders.com

BY RON PATCH
802-374-0119

ronpatch27@gmail.com

  I asked Danny Clemons 
to write this story. Here is 
what he wrote:

  When I was young, deer 
season was not just getting 
up early the first day of the 
season. We dressed in wool-
en pants and woolen shirts. 
We went into the woods 
in search of the white tail 
buck. It was not that easy.
  A couple of weeks before 

the season started, we went 
to camp. We cleaned up, put 
everything in order. Wood 
had to be brought in to heat 
the camp. When all was in 
order, the men would sit 
and talk about seasons past. 
The big bucks they had 
seen, but never harvested. 
Deer season was a way of 
life when I was young. If 
you got a deer, it put needed 
meat in the freezer.
  Before the season began, 

all would get together and 
fire their rifles to be sure 
they were zeroed in. You 
wanted to be sure if you got 
a shot at a buck, you could 
put it on the ground, fast. If 
you should take a shot and 
miss, you might have your 

shirt tail cut off.
  The night before the sea-

son starts, those who will 
stay in camp move in. A 
good meal is served that 
night. No telling how many 
times I have heard about 
the buck that got away. You 
would hear, “I have seen 
that buck three years in 
a row.” Never figured out 
how the man knew it was 
the same buck. Deer hunt-
ers and fishermen are about 
the same. Each time the 
story gets told, the deer or 
the fish gets bigger.
  Opening day of deer sea-

son comes early. Up early 
for breakfast. Then you 
make up a lunch if you are 
going to stay out all day.
  People who did not stay 

overnight would stop by for 
coffee, or maybe breakfast. 
Once all was ready, every-
one would tell what area 
they would hunt in. That 
way you knew where ev-
eryone was. Gun safety was 
first.
  I had to travel about half-

way from Crow Hill Road 
to Trebo Road. Great area 
to hunt. I traveled to a place 
called Webster’s Rock.
  Some history at Webster’s 

Rock – a group of hunt-
ers met at Webster’s Rock 

to have lunch, and discuss 
the days hunt. One of the 
hunters jumped up and 
said, “Look at that buck!” A 
very large buck was stand-
ing on the wood line watch-
ing the men have lunch. 
Now everyone is trying to 
get to their rifle. The deer 
flipped his tail and was 
gone. Not a shot was fired. 
It must have been a real big 
buck, because all the hunt-
ers agreed. As always, that 
buck became larger each 
time the story was told. 
That’s deer hunting. 
  [Ron Patch note: I re-

member my father telling 
me about the 1940s Trebo 
buck. He had a rack as big 
as a rocking chair, but was 
never brought down.]
  The camp I hunted 

from had some history. 
The main camp was at one 
time the scale house, office 
for Whitcomb’s Sand and 
Gravel when Whitcomb’s 
was in Rockingham. My 
father and some friends cut 
the building into sections. 
They moved the building to 
Crow Hill in Chester.
  Moved into the woods, 

it was rebuilt. Then the old 
milk house at Don Farrar’s 
was moved from Crow 
Hill Farm out to where the 

camp was. It was moved 
into place, and a new sec-
tion was built between the 
main part of the camp and 
the old milk house. When 
done it became a real nice 
deer camp.
  One year, on the first day 

of the season, my father 
had hiked over towards 
Trebo Road. When walk-
ing, he could hear noise. 
He would stop, the noise 
would stop. He would walk, 
and the noise would start. 
He thought someone from 
camp was playing a joke on 
him. He saw a stone wall 
ahead of him, so he ran and 
jumped over the wall. He 
stayed down low, and the 
noise started again. Soon 
he saw what was making 
the noise. A real big buck 
was following his trail. That 

deer was 
over 200 
pounds.
  Now all 

the men 
I hunted 
with are 
gone. I re-
m e m b e r 
all of them, 
the stories 
they told, 
and the 
deer they 
shot.
  Now I am 

the person 
who tells 
the stories 
about all 
the good men I knew. The 
deer camp is gone today, 
but I still have my memo-
ries.

Deer camp history
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Grafton
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WINDSOR COUNTY, 
Vt. – The Windsor County 
Republican Party is pleased 
to announce the election of 
three new Republican state 
representatives in key dis-
tricts. Kevin Winter of Lud-
low has been elected to rep-
resent the Rutland‐Windsor 
District (Ludlow, Mount 
Holly, and Shrewsbury). 
Tom Charlton of Chester 
will serve the Windsor‐
Windham District (Ath-
ens, Chester, Grafton, and 
Windham). VL Coffin of 
Cavendish has secured the 
seat for the Windsor-2 Dis-
trict (Baltimore, Cavendish, 
and Weathersfield).
  This historic win marks 

the first time in over two 
decades that some of these 
districts have elected Re-
publicans, signaling a grow-

ing shift in voter sentiment 
across Windsor County and 
beyond. These additions to 
the legislature are instru-
mental in breaking up the 
Democratic supermajor-
ity – a key desire expressed 
by Vermont voters in this 
election. Dr. August Mur-
ray, chair of the Windsor 
County GOP, highlighted 
the significance of these vic-
tories in restoring balance 
to the State House.
  “Voters across Windsor 

County have spoken loud 
and clear,” stated Murray. 
“By electing Kevin Winter, 
Tom Charlton, and VL Cof-
fin, Vermonters have shown 
they are ready for moderate, 
practical solutions to ad-
dress the affordability crisis. 
The election of these rep-
resentatives is a strong step 

toward bringing greater 
balance to our state’s gover-
nance, and offering much-
needed representation for 
our rural communities.”
  Several other races came 

incredibly close to victory, 
with one of our candidates 
falling just 56 votes short, 
and another trailing by only 
21 votes. These razor-thin 
margins reflect the strong 
desire for change and the 
vital importance of voter 
participation.

  The Windsor County 
GOP also extends a heart-
felt thank-you to all of the 
incredible men and women 
who ran as local candidates 
in this critical election, 
and to all that supported 
them. Again, congratula-
tions to Representatives-
elect Winter, Charlton, and 
Coffin. We look forward to 
the strong leadership they 
bring to the State House for 
Windsor County and Ver-
mont.

Windsor County GOP election results

  This week’s old saying 
is from my mother, June 
Emery. “The only thing the 
horns are good for is stir-
ring the gravy.”

Winchester 25-20 ammo box and a Chester 
Rod and Gun Club member pin.

PHOTO PROVIDED

CHESTER, Vt. – Been 
meaning to get involved 
in politics, but too busy 
to get to it? Are you a 
Democrat, or do you 
generally lean Demo-
cratic in your values?
  If so, join the Chester 

Democratic Commit-

tee for its monthly meet-
ing on Thursday, Nov. 21, 
at 6 p.m., downstairs at the 
Chester Town Hall.
  There’ll be lots to talk 

about as we head into this 
new administration, and 
we’ll need lots of points of 
view about what to do, how 
to do it, and when. Local, 

state, and national issues all 
seem to be in a state of flux. 
Help us begin to figure out 
how to preserve America’s 
values and freedoms.
  For information, contact 

nickboke@gmail.com.

Chester Democrats to meet
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Dear Editor,

  Thank you to the Wind-
sor District voters for elect-
ing us to represent you in the 
Vermont State Senate. We are 
honored to serve, and appreci-
ate your vote of confidence.

  We are grateful to our many 
volunteers who helped make 
this victory possible. Thank 
you for hosting our lawn signs, 
writing letters to the editor, 
canvassing with us, and stand-
ing with our signs support-
ing us at the polls. And, spe-
cial thanks to our forbearing 
spouses who supported us so 
fully.

  We have heard the voters 

loud and clear, and we look 
forward to continuing to work 
across the aisle addressing the 
challenges Vermonters face 
in this moment: reducing 
property taxes, enabling more 
housing, building Vermont’s 
resiliency, and reducing cli-
mate change.

  This election is just the be-
ginning. We invite you to be 
in touch as we prepare for this 
2025-2026 biennium. 

With deep gratitude,
Alison Clarkson, Joe Major, 

and Becca White
Windsor District Senators

Dear Editor,

  I appreciated Kem Phillips’ 
letter last week, it was enter-
taining, although completely 
wrong. If he bothered to go to 
the VAERS website, he would 
see reported incidences of ad-
verse reactions. Also, he can 
find out on the internet the 
increased rate of sudden death 
in adults which coincides with 
the beginning of the Covid 
“vaccine.” I wonder if he can 
explain why, if the “vaccine” is 
so effective, are we seeing ads 
for products such as Paxlovid? 
Maybe he has a good explana-
tion why Joe Biden had Covid 
three times after being vaxxed 
and boosted? Why was he 
treated with other drugs?

  As for climate change, he 
feels science is determined 
by majority rule. An example 
of where that has failed is the 
use of cigarettes, which was 
promoted by the AMA as a 
stress reliever. They even had 
a cigarette vending machine 
in their lobby. He should read 
about Dr. Sammelweis, who 
discovered the need for doc-
tors to sterilize their hands be-
tween patients. Even though he 
greatly reduced the spread of 

infections, he was mocked and 
fired because of majority rule 
about that.

  He doesn’t grasp the reality 
that grant money is given to 
scientists who follow the party 
line. So, people like him will 
believe what the paid scientists 
say, and ignore the ones who 
have taken ice core samples 
and have analyzed them, or the 
graph of recorded temperatures 
which shows increases and de-
creases in temperatures. In the 
1980s, there was a temperature 
dip. Did we do something then, 
and stop doing what was work-
ing again? Finally, if these cli-
mate activists/alarmists really 
believe what they claim, why 
aren’t they giving up their pri-
vate jets and yachts? Why are 
so many wealthy people like 
the Obamas building beach-
front mansions?

  Mr. Phillips can continue to 
believe misinformation, but I 
would appreciate it if he didn’t 
use it to try and smear other 
people’s reputations.

Sincerely,
Keith Stern
North Springfield, Vt.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Health Care and Reha-
bilitation Services (HCRS), 
southeastern Vermont’s 
nonprofit community men-
tal health agency, held its 
Annual Meeting on Oct. 10, 
celebrating dedicated staff, 
partners, and this year’s 
significant progress in ex-
panding access to care and 
services.
  HCRS honored staff 

reaching 5- to 35-year ser-
vice milestones, collectively 
representing 715 years of 
dedication and impact on 
the communities HCRS 
serves.
  Kathy Duhamel, Lori 

Schreiner, and Brad Sewall 
were recognized for 35 
years; Joan Egbert, George 
Karabakakis, and Shirley 
Roy for 30 years; Karon 
Eagles for 25 years; Jea-
nette Austin, Terry Flood, 
Heather Lockwood, Jenni-
fer Marandino, Hal Moore, 
Tamara Simmiolkjier, Rose 

Wheeler, and Cora Willis-
Cooper for 20 years; Erin 
Boxer, Cindy Dominique, 
Keri LaVarnway, and Jillian 
Tripp for 15 years; Dani-
elle Blake, Christine Block, 
Dawn Bradshaw, Megan 
Chapman, Joshua Dal-
laire, Joshua DiGiovanna, 
Bethany Freitas, Faraja Ku-
rubai, Shaun Milek, Currie 
Murphy, Jessica Ostrander, 
and Makayla Smith for 10 
years; and David Anderson, 
Jon Paul Bautel, Anne Bi-
lodeau, Michael Blanchard, 
Maryann Boese, Yee-Wah 
Brabant, Sharon Bruce, 
Catherine Chivers, Khalila 
Cliche, Darcy Cole, Laura 
Corbet, Kacie Eaton, Kath-
erine Erskine, Curtis Fields, 
Kelly Hyson, Scott Joy, 
Stephen Jurentkuff, Zeke 
Kreitzer, Hilary Lockwood, 
Mary Misavage, Caitlin 
Mitchell, Rosie Nevins-
Alderfer, Nicole Pelletier, 
Jason Pierce, Sarah Pierce, 
Derek Sensale, Ashleigh 

Soares, Sean Stark, Cora-
zon Swanberg, Jesse Tidd, 
and Darcy Whitworth for 
five years.
  HCRS celebrated five 

staff who went above and 
beyond in exemplifying 
HCRS’ core values: Joshua 
Dallaire, Suzanne Hender-
son, Caitlin Miller, Susan 
Montesi, and Kait Skogstad. 
Additionally, Brattleboro 
Memorial Hospital received 
HCRS’ James Bartley Com-
munity Partner Award, in 
recognition of their out-
standing support and col-
laboration. 
  2024 has been a landmark 

year for HCRS in expanding 
access to care and services. 
Key milestones highlight-
ed at the Annual Meeting 
included the launch of a 
statewide Enhanced Mo-
bile Crisis program, led 
by HCRS in collaboration 
with Vermont’s nine other 
community mental health 
agencies. Mobile Crisis now 

offers 24/7, in-person 
support during mental 
health and substance use 
crises for all Vermonters. 
HCRS also began offer-
ing care coordination 
services to all southeast-
ern Vermont residents 
through its CCBHC 
grant, and unveiled a 
new websit, www.hcrs.
org, to ensure easy access 
to essential services and 
information.
  George Karabaka-

kis, HCRS CEO, stated, 
“With these exciting 
developments and the 
continued dedication of 
our staff and commu-
nity partners, we remain 
committed to breaking 
down barriers to care, 
and ensuring that people 
across Vermont can ac-
cess the support they 
need to thrive. Together, 
we are building a stron-
ger, healthier future for 
all.”

HCRS celebrates staff, partners

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Health Care and Reha-
bilitation Services (HCRS), 
southeastern Vermont’s 

community mental health 
agency, is pleased to an-
nounce the appointment 
of 10 new professionals 

from the month of Octo-
ber, whose talents will aug-
ment HCRS’ services across 
Windham and Windsor 
counties.   
  HCRS welcomes the fol-

lowing new employees: Kel-
lie Crowder, teacher/clinical 
intern at Kindle Farm; Nich-
ole Kingsbury, residential 
specialist in Woodstock; De-
siree Svegliati, school-based 
clinician 1 in Brattleboro; 
Michelle Cox, CYF respite 
provider in Springfield; 
Dustin Warburton, CYF re-
spite provider in Springfield; 
Kathryn Krasnow, registered 

nurse in Bellows Falls and 
Springfield; Stormy Gam-
mon, classroom assis-
tant at Kindle Farm; Lisa 
Brown, developmental 
services training specialist 
in Springfield; Shannon 
Ludwig, school-based be-
havioral interventionist 
in Hartford; and Marissa 
Frazier, school-based be-
havioral interventionist 
in Brattleboro.
  These new hires will 

support the nonprofit 
agency’s team of more 
than 550 staff providing 
comprehensive mental 
health, substance use, and 
developmental disability 
programs.

HCRS new staff in October
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DOVER, N.H. – Linda 
Mae “Linnie” Andrews-
Jackson, 75, passed away 
peacefully on Nov. 2, 2024, 
at the Hyder Hospice House 
in Dover, N.H. Linda fought 
a short but courageous bat-
tle with pancreatic cancer. 
Linda was born on Aug. 21, 
1949, the daughter of Roy 
and Hazel Andrews. She 
grew up in North Wood-
stock, N.H., and was a 1967 
graduate of Linwood High 
School.
  After high school, Linda 

continued her education 
at UNH, and graduated in 
1971 with a degree in medi-
cal technology. She later be-
came certified as a specialist 
in blood bank (SBB). Blood 
bank was Linda’s passion. 
She worked in several New 
Hampshire and Massachu-
setts hospital blood banks 
during her career. Linda was 
a gifted and patient teacher, 
who was always willing 
to share her knowledge of 
blood bank with her co-
workers.
  Linda enjoyed growing 

up in the New Hampshire 
White Mountains region, 
hiking, and skiing. She was 
an avid fan of the New Eng-
land Patriots, and a faithful 
supporter of UNH sports. 
She also enjoyed gardening, 
and watching “Jeopardy!” 
and old Westerns on televi-
sion.

  Linda is survived by her 
husband Don of Eliot and 
Ludlow, Vt.; and her step-
daughter Tricia Jackson-
Sliker, her husband Shaun 
Sliker, and their four chil-
dren Hailey, Kairi, Troy, and 
Alexis of Springfield, Vt. 
She also leaves two nephews 
Roger Huntoon of Norwich, 
Conn., and Stanley Martell 
of Kingsland, Ga.
  Linda is predeceased by 

her parents, and her sister 
Alice Huntoon.
  Linda and Don would 

like to thank the Hyder 
House and Beacon Hospice 
employees for their caring 
support during Linda’s final 
days.
  Linda requested that there 

be no formal funeral. Her 
family and friends will cel-
ebrate her life at a graveside 
service, to be held at a later 
date. The burial will be at 
the Woodstock Cemetery in 
Woodstock, N.H.

Linda Andrews-Jackson, 
1949-2024.
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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Da-
vid C. Batchelder, 82, went 
to be with his Lord and 
Savior on Wednesday, Nov. 
6, 2024, at the Dartmouth 
Hitchcock Medical Cen-
ter in Lebanon, N.H. He 
was born June 27, 1942, in 
Springfield, Vt., the son of 
Perley and Arlene (Utton) 
Batchelder. He attended 
Springfield schools, gradu-
ating from Springfield High 
School, Class of 1960.
  On July 3, 1965, He mar-

ried the love of his life Lin-
da Batchelder.
  David, or Dave as he 

was better known, was a 
mechanic with Woodruff 
Motors and Soucy Motors 
in Springfield, Vt. He later 
worked at Bryant Grinder 
Co. for a short time, and 
was a supervisor at Ver-
mont Research for many 
years.
  His unshakable faith 

was the foundation in ev-
ery aspect of his life, and 
he had an incredible ser-
vant’s heart. He lived a life 
of faithfulness, service to 
God and others, and above 
all, love. 
  In his spare time, he en-

joyed fishing, camping, and 
attending stock car races.
  He is survived by his lov-

ing wife of 59 years Linda; 
their two children Roger 
Batchelder (Ruthanne) and 
Beverly Strobl (Rick); four 

siblings Rexford Batch-
elder, Allan Batchelder, 
Elaine Sterrett, and Jane 
McLaughlin; 11 grand-
children; 15 great-grand-
children; and many nieces, 
nephews, and cousins.
  He was predeceased by 

his parents, one brother 
Richard Batchelder, and 
one grandchild Caleb Sav-
age.
  Friends may call at the 

Davis Memorial Chapel on 
Friday, Nov. 22, from 6-7 
p.m.
  A funeral service will be 

held on Saturday, Nov. 23, 
at 1 p.m., at Davis Memo-
rial Chapel, with burial fol-
lowing in the Pine Grove 
Cemetery in North Spring-
field.
  In lieu of flowers, dona-

tions may be made in mem-
ory of David to The Fund 
for Christian Service, 208 
Lenox Avenue, #337, West-
field, NJ 07090.

David Batchelder, 1942-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
Robert Leonard Gay Jr. 
passed away peacefully at his 
home on Oct. 30, 2024, at the 
age of 101. Bob, as he was 
known, was just 44 days from 
turning 102.
  Bob was born in Randolph, 

Vt., on Dec. 13, 1922, to Mar-
guerite (Harrington) and 
Robert L. Gay, Sr. The family 
relocated to Bellows Falls, Vt., 
in 1928. 
  In 1942, Bob quit high 

school soon after Pearl Har-
bor and joined the Army Air 
Force. He served faithfully 
for five years, earning the 
rank of staff sergeant, and 
spending time in the South 
Pacific. Bob was a radio com-
munications technician, and 
worked primarily on B24 
Liberator bombers destined 
for either Europe, Africa, or 
the Pacific. His last year was 
spent in the Pacific maintain-
ing radio towers on several 
islands, including Kwajalein 
and Tarawa.
  Upon returning home, 

Bob met the love of his life 
Joyce Locke of Saxtons River, 
Vt. The two were soon mar-
ried in Grafton, on July 5, 
1947. Bob and Joyce raised 
four children, all of whom 
survive him: Sandra Gas-
pardino (Alan) of North 
Walpole, N.H.; Robert Gay 
III of Springfield, Vt.; Dan-
iel Gay of Saxtons River, Vt.; 
and John Gay of Underhill, 
Vt. They lived 16 years in 
Saxtons River, and moved to 
North Westminster in 1966. 
Bob loved his 16 grandchil-
dren and 24 great-grand-
children, with one more 
great-grandchild expected 
soon. Bob often wrote let-
ters and sent cards to many 
of them over the years. Bob 
was predeceased by three 
grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.  
  Bob was one of eight chil-

dren, his siblings are Helen 
Gay Hurley, Jean Gay Os-
trowski, Anne Gay Curtin, 
Richard, Nancy Gay Sulli-
van, Gilbert, and Gloria Gay 
Quinn. His brother Richard 
and partner Shirley Frost of 
North Westminster survive 
him. His sister-in-law Lillian 
Turner of Westminster also 
survives him. Bob’s stepfa-
ther Clarence Harlow prede-
ceased him in 1997.
  Bob’s family traveled often 

around Vermont to visit fam-
ily and enjoy the splendor the 
state had to offer; “Vermont 

is where it’s at” was his slogan. 
One special trip for them was 
their cross-country, month-
long camping trip in 1962, 
visiting many national parks, 
with a stop in Phoenix, Ariz., 
to visit his father and step-
mother Isabel Frost Gay, and 
sister Anne and her family.
  Bob had a great love for 

his family, particularly its 
heritage, searching for its 
roots, discovering Gaysville, 
Vt., was named after his an-
cestors who settled there in 
1792. He spent many days 
locating graves and research-
ing ancestors of his and his 
wife’s extended families. Bob, 
with his cousin Gifford Har-
rington, organized an annual 
joint family reunion, which 
continues to this day.
  Bob, with his brothers Rich-

ard and Gilbert, established 
Gay Bros. Fuel Oil Company 
in 1965. Bob retired from the 
business in 1984. Not one 
to sit around, he worked for 
Halladay’s Nursery in Bel-
lows Falls delivering flow-
ers well into his 80s. It was a 
good fit, as he already knew 
where most everyone lived in 
the community from deliver-
ing oil.
  Bob loved his big band 

music, listening to it all his 
life including the day he died. 
He and his wife Joyce loved 
dancing the jitterbug togeth-
er, to the envy of everyone 
watching. The loss of his wife 
in 2015 was a difficult time 
for him.
  Bob was a life member 

of the VFW, and a mem-
ber of the American Legion 
Post#37, and the Loyal Order 
of Moose.
  A graveside service will 

take place on Nov. 14, at 11 
a.m., at the Saxtons River 
Cemetery.
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westminster 
Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

Robert Gay, 1922-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

ALSTEAD, N.H. – Krys-
tee Lee (Ward) Quaile, 
affectionately known as 
“Sweet Pea,” passed away 
on Nov. 3, 2024, at the age 
of 38. She was born on Aug. 
5, 1986, in Keene, N.H., the 
daughter of Bruce E. and 
Melony (Enman) Ward. 
Krystee was a cherished 
mother, daughter, sister, 
and friend.
  Krystee graduated from 

Fall Mountain Regional 
High School, and pursued 
further studies at SUNY 
Cobleskill College of Agri-
culture and Technology.
  A passionate equestrian, 

Krystee found joy and sol-
ace in horseback riding, a 
hobby that reflected her 
love for animals and the 
outdoors.
  Krystee is survived by 

her son Carter K. Quaile; 
her parents; her brothers 
Jeremy R. Ward (Caitlin) 
and their children Kam-
ryn, Mason, and Calihan, 
as well as Garrett D. Ward 
(Katelyn); her grandpar-
ents George L. Enman Jr. 
and Miriam Ward; and 
many aunts, uncles, and 
cousins.
  She was preceded in 

death by her grandparents 
Barbara J. Enman and Er-

win W. Ward.
  Funeral services will be 

private.
  In lieu of flowers, dona-

tions can be made to the 
Freedom Reins Therapeu-
tic Riding Center in mem-
ory of Krystee, located at 
1140 NH-12A, Surry, NH 
03431. Krystee’s love for 
horseback riding and her 
compassionate spirit will 
continue to inspire through 
the support of this organi-
zation.
  Arrangements are with 

Stringer Funeral Homes 
and Crematorium, 146 
Broad Street, Claremont, 
N.H. To view an online 
memorial or send a private 
message of condolence, vis-
it www.stringerfh.com.

Krystee Quaile, 1986-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WILLISTON, Vt. – Mi-
chael Joseph O’Connor, 68, 
of Williston, Vt., passed 
away at his family home in 
Westminster, Vt., on Satur-
day, Nov. 2, 2024.
  Calling hours will be held 

on Nov. 16, from 1-3 p.m., 
at the Fenton and Hen-
nessey Funeral Home, 55 
Westminster Street, Bel-
lows Falls, Vt. A burial will 
be held in the spring of 
2025, in Stowe, Vt. 
  To read the full obitu-

ary, please visit www.fen-
tonandhennessey.com. 
Arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of 
Fenton and Hennesey Fu-
neral Home.

Michael O’Connor, 2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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TOWN OF WESTON ROAD CREW
The Town of Weston seeks to add full-time and part-time, 
year-round member to our Road Crew. Candidates are 
required to hold a VT Driver’s License and a valid CDL and 
participate in drug/alcohol testing.

Mail or return your resume to: Town of Weston PO Box 98 
Weston VT 05161 or drop off at the Town Office.  You can 
also email the application to selectboard@westonvt.org  Ap-
plications will be reviewed as received with the position open 
until filled. The Town of Weston is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

Town Of Weston   
PO Box 98 

Weston, VT 05161
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR PAINTING ANNEX 

BUILDING (THE LITTLE SCHOOL) OUTSIDE

The Town of Weston is requesting bids to paint two outside 
walls of The Little School located on 8 Lawrence Hill Rd 
Weston, VT 05161 

• Please visit the Town of Weston Scope of Work at www.
westonvt.org

Proposals may be sent to Shawna Batogowski, Selectboard 
Administrative Assistant at selectboard@westonvt.org  or 
mailed with a postmark date no later than March 31, 2025 
addressed to: Town of Weston Selectboard PO Box 98, 
Weston VT 05161 Attn: Annex Painting 

All proposals will be opened at the Selectboard meeting 
scheduled on April 8th, 2025

The Town of Weston reserves the right to withdraw this Re-
quest for Proposals, to accept or reject any or all proposals 
in part or in their entirety.

The Town of Weston is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN, NH
We’re Hiring! Join Our Team Today!

Looking for a career with great Pay & Benefits?
Look no further!

Come work for the Town of Charlestown!

We’re seeking motivated, passionate individuals to join our 
team. With competitive pay, excellent health and dental 
benefits, retirement plans, and more, this is more than just 
a job—it’s your future!

Positions Available:
Water/Waste Water Licensed Superintendent
FT & PT Police Officers
Highway Dept. Driver/Equipment Operator/Laborer
Transfer Station Attendant
Cemetery Sexton
Deputy Building Inspector
PT Tax Office Clerk

Don’t miss out! Start your career with us today.
Apply now and take the first step toward a brighter 
tomorrow! 

For more information Visit www.charlestown-nh.gov, click 
on Volunteer & Employment. Application available on 
the website or come in to the Town Office at 233 Main St. 
Charlestown NH

Town of Plymouth
Public Notice of the Planning Commission and Zoning 

Board of Adjustment hearing

A public hearing will be held Tuesday, December 3, 2024 @ 
6:00 PM at the Town Municipal Building, 68 Town Office Rd, 
Plymouth VT. The following applicants seek a conditional 
Use permit and or a Zoning Variance. If you have any 
questions, contact MColeman@PlymouthVT.org

APPLICANT: Wildwood Partners LLC, (Hawk Mountain 
Inn), 75 Billings Road

Renovation and addition of new inn rooms. Re-model 
existing Tavern, existing Inn and farmhouse building. 
Removal of indoor pool. Water system will be updated, Geo-
thermal heating system will be installed.

In Re: Gethsemane Episcopal Church (Sally Parker)
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

A Petition to Convey Title to real Property was filed in the 
Probate Division of the Superior Court on August 26, 2024.

The Probate Division will conduct a hearing on the 
Petition at: 1:00 PM on December 23, 2024. The hearing 
will be conducted by WEBEX only and WEBEX hearing 
participation instructions can be obtained by contacting the 
courthouse identified above.

The Petition and other filings in this case can be viewed at 
the Public Portal located at the above-referenced courthouse.

If no one appears at the hearing to object, the relief requested 
may be granted. If you wish to receive notice of future 
events in this proceeding, you must notify the Court by 
filing a Notice of Appearance form that can be found on the 
Vermont Judiciary website.

CLEAN OUTS
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – EZ-
Dump Enterprises is available for 
home/apartment/storage clean 
outs and disposal, and all other 
junk removal in the Windham 
and Windsor counties. Call 802-
376-1168 or email ezdump.bl@
gmail.com. 

HELP WANTED
LUDLOW, Vt. – DCI Concepts is 
now hiring experienced lead and 
general carpenters. Call 802-
461-3573. 

LUDLOW, Vt. – American Legion 
Post 36 looking for full time bar-
tender, nights, experienced. Start-
ing $9.50 per hour with insurance 
assistance. Send resume to 135 
Main Street, Ludlow, VT 05149. H H H H H H

NOV. 14 –
PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Thursday, Nov. 14, at 6 
p.m., Damien Costello 
presents “That the People 
May Live: The Life and 
Legacy of Nicholas Black 
Elk” at the Cavendish 
Fletcher Community Library, 
573 Main Street. Costello 
explores the life and legacy 
of Nicholas Black Elk, the 
Lakota holy man made 
famous by the book “Black 
Elk Speaks.” This event is 
free, and recommended for 
those aged 10 and older.

NOV. 16 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
United Church of Bellows 
Falls Women’s Fellowship 
will hold a tag sale, 
food sale, and raffle on 
Saturday, Nov. 16, from 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m., at the 

church, 8 School Street. The 
church is accessible to all, 
please enter from the back.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Rotary Club will 
be holding a Fill the Cart 
from the Heart food drive 
on Saturday, Nov. 16, from 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m., in the 
Springfield Shopping Plaza, 
to benefit the Springfield 
Family Center Food Shelf. 
Please come and grab 
a bag and fill it with 
nonperishable food items 
or personal care products 
to help those in need. The 
Rotary Club will be set up 
by Shaw’s in the plaza, and 
hopes to see you there.

WINDHAM, Vt. – On 
Saturday, Nov. 16, at 3 
p.m., the newly formed 
Windham Historical Society 
will present a slideshow that 

features the photographs of 
Harry Chapman. Chapman 
(1875-1967) was an 
amazing photographer 
who spent most of his life in 
Windham taking photos of 
Windham and surrounding 
towns. The slideshow will 
be followed by a square 
dance, with music and 
calling by the Newton 
family. The event will take 
place at the Windham 
Elementary Schoolhouse, 
5940 Windham Hill Road.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
The Charlestown Senior 
Center will be holding 
their Christmas Bazaar on 
Saturday, Nov. 16, from 
8 a.m. – 1 p.m., at the 
Charlestown Senior Center, 
223 Old Springfield Road. 
Come for our fabulous 
cookie walk. Look around 
for our crafts, puzzles, 
gifts, and Christmas items. 
Odds and ends and baked 
goods will be available. 
Buy a raffle ticket for our 
beautiful, crafted baskets. 
Come and relax, and look 
around as you enjoy our 
free coffee. We will love 
to see you as we kick off 
the wonderful Christmas 
season.

NOV. 17 –
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
On Sunday, Nov. 17, at 
2 p.m., the Charlestown 
Historical Society will be 
hosting a program on 
the history of the Bakery 
Building. This building, 
located at 216 Main Street, 
is home to our historical 
archives, and has a long 
history in the Charlestown 
community since 1842.

SUNDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the first and third Sunday 
of every month, downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls, from 
8-10 a.m. All you can eat 
for a minimal cost.

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – The 
Plymouth Historical Society, 
located in the former 
Plymouth Elementary School 
on Route 100 in Plymouth 
Union, is open Sunday 
afternoons, from 2-4 p.m. 
Visit our museum, or do 
research on your Plymouth 
ancestors.  Watch for the 
“Open” flag.

MONDAYS –
WESTON, Vt. – Bingo is 
Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
at the Weston Rod & Gun 
Club, 982 Route 100, 
1.5 miles north of Weston 
Village. All are welcome.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Community 
Chorus invites you to come 
sing with us on Mondays, 
from 6-8 p.m., at the 
United Methodist Church, 
10 Valley Street. These 
sessions will be led by our 
new music director, Patty 
Meyer. No experience is 
necessary, just a love of 
singing. Dues are collected, 
and assistance is available. 
Concerts will be held on 
Dec. 14 and 15.

TUESDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Fletcher 
Memorial Library’s infant 
and toddler playgroup is 

held on Tuesday mornings, 
from 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m., 
from Sept. 10 – Nov. 19.

WEDNESDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Knitting 
with Friends at Six Loose 
Ladies on the Chester 
Common, Wednesdays, 
from 10 a.m. to noon.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Knitting Together, every 
Wednesday, 1-3 p.m., at 
Village Square Booksellers, 
knitting hats and mittens for 
our school kids. We provide 
yarn, some direction, 
and an enjoyable visit. 
Acrylic yarn donations 
are always welcome. For 
more information, contact 
Caroline at 802-463-4653.

THURSDAYS –
WALPOLE, N.H. – 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting, a 
12-step recovery program 
for women who have a 
desire to stop drinking, is 
happening every Thursday 
at 6 p.m. at the St. John’s 
Episcopal Church at the 
corner of Westminster and 
Elm streets in Walpole, 
N.H. For more information, 
call Viva at 802-732-8330.

GRAFTON, Vt. – A free 
playgroup for children from 
newborns to age 5 will be 
held at Grafton Elementary 
School on Thursday 
mornings, from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. Activities will include 
songs, games, and arts and 
crafts. Contact Heather with 
any questions at 802-843-
4792.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Certified 
instructor Helena Wu 
will teach tai chi classes 
every Thursday, from 9-10 
a.m., at the Black River 

Valley Senior Center, 10 
High Street in Ludlow. 
Classes are free, and are 
limited to 10 participants. 
Registration is required. For 
more information, contact 
the Senior Center at 802-
228-7421, or Helena Wu 
at 802-289-7369.

FRIDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings held 
every Friday at 6:30 p.m. 
at St. Joseph’s Church, 
located at 96 South 
Main Street in Chester. 
If you have a problem 
with alcohol, this is an 
understanding place to 
come to.

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – 
Main Street Arts, 35 
Main Street, will hold the 
“Originals & Traditionals” 
Open Mic Night on the 
fourth Friday of every 
month, from 7-9 p.m., 
hosted by musician Putnam 
Smith. Sign-ups begin at 
6:30 p.m. All material 
should be original or 
“traditional” (i.e., in the 
public domain). Each 
performer can perform two 
songs or up to 10 minutes, 
whichever comes first. If 
you have any questions, 
please contact Smith at 
putnamsmith@gmail.com.

SATURDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Zumba 
classes, Saturdays at 9 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. All 
fitness levels welcome. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information. 

LUDLOW, Vt. – Yoga, 
Saturdays at 10 a.m. at the 
Spring House at Jackson 
Gore. Call 802-228-1419 
for more information.
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STATE OF VERMONT
WINDSOR COUNTY, SS
NOTICE OF TAX SALES

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands in the Town of Springfield, in the 
County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water and sewer taxes assessed by such Town for 
the years, 2022-2023 and 2023-2024 are, either in whole or in part, unpaid on the following described lands in 
such Town, to wit:
 80 Lovell Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Hubert J. 
Lovell and Charles I. Lovell to Adam Amsden by deed dated April 3, 2012 and recorded in Book 496 at Page 59 
of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 54 Reservoir Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Diana 
Inglese to Zachery Beam and Ariana Davidonis by deed dated May 16, 2017 and recorded in Book 580 at Page 
54 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 428 South Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Florence H. 
Bingham to Margaret E. Bingham and Florence H. Bingham (now deceased) by deed dated October 30, 1996 
and recorded in Vol. 157  at Page 167 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 3 Hartness Avenue
For the tax years 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Citibank, N.A. to Bernard 
Victor Blais, Jr. by deed dated March 16, 2009 and recorded in Book 443 at Page 323 of the Springfield Town 
Land Records.
 33 Southridge Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by DSV SPV3, 
LLC to Kathleen Blanchard by deed dated December 10, 2019 and recorded in Book 624 at Page 74 of the 
Springfield Town Land Records.
 10 Buena Vista Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Cody L. 
Root and Ashley R. Root to Jennifer M. Caminiti by deed dated March 15, 2022 and recorded in Book 662 at 
Page 78 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 1 Union Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Leland A. 
Taylor and Frances L. Taylor 2010 Revocable Trust to Community Restoration Corps, Inc. by deed dated August 
27, 2014 and recorded in Book 540 at Page 97 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 7 School Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Connecticut 
River Bank, N.A. to Community Restoration Corps Inc. by deed dated May 1, 2014 and recorded in Book 532 at 
Page 214 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 11 Union Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Beneficial 
New Hampshire Inc. to Community Restoration Corps, Inc. by deed dated October 16, 2015 and recorded in 
Book 559 at Page 195 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 12 Central Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Wells Fargo 
Bank, National Association, as Trustee for Option One Mortgage Loan Trust 2005-4 to Community Restoration 
Corp, Inc. by deed dated May 23, 2014 and recorded in Book 536 at Page 125 of the Springfield Town Land 
Records.
 22 Chester Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Merchant 
Bank to Community Restoration Corps, Inc. by deed dated March 31, 2016 and recorded in Vol. 562  at Page 
136 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 35 Patnode’s Way
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by the Tax 
Collector’s Deed of Barbara A. Courchesne, Collector of Taxes for the Town of Springfield to Community 
Restoration by deed dated November 19, 2021 and recorded in Book 655 at Page 142 of the Springfield Town 
Land Records.
 52 Valley Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Michael 
Curran, Executor of the Estate of Franklin E. Curran to Community Restoration Corps Inc. by deed dated 
December 18, 2020 and recorded in Book 637 at Page 25 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 61 Furnace Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Town of 
Springfield to Community Restoration Corps, Inc. by deed dated December 16, 2020 and recorded in Book 637 
at Page 70 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 67 Furnace Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Donna 
Builder to Community Restoration Corp Inc. by deed dated May 19, 2015 and recorded in Book 551 at Page 59 
of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 104 Union Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by United 
States District Court for the District of Vermont, Order of Confirmation in the matter entitled United States of 
America v. Andrew Kingsbury, et al. to Community Restoration  Corps, Inc. by deed dated December 23, 2015 
and recorded in Book 559 at Page 200 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 104 Valley Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Clifford 
Bergh and Eliza Greenhoe-Bergh to Community Restoration Corp, Inc. by deed dated October 21, 2015 and 
recorded in Book 556 at Page 89 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 105 Clinton Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Stella M. 
Dempf to Community Restoration Corp, Inc. by deed dated July 23, 2015 and recorded in Book 552 at Page 212 
of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 30 Precision Drive
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Advanced 
Drainage Systems, Inc. to Ernest LLC by deed dated July 1, 2021 and recorded in Book 646 at Page 297 of the 
Springfield Town Land Records and by deed from Gurney Brothers Construction, Inc. to Ernest LLC by deed 
dated June 29, 2021 and recorded in Book 646, Page 303 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 54 Route 106
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Stantec 
Consulting Services, Inc. to Ernest LLC by deed dated April 13, 2021 and recorded in Book 642 at Page 338 of 
the Springfield Town Land Records.
 141 Grover Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Anna 
Orobello to Steven S. Guerri by deed dated December 6, 2022 and recorded in Book 674 at Page 271 of the 
Springfield Town Land Records.
 945 Eureka Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Merrilee 
J.M. Fortune Living Trust to David Hatch by deed dated June 11, 2020 and recorded in Book 627 at Page 33 of 
the Springfield Town Land Records.
 2 Pinebrook Lane A-6
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Eaton 
Spousal Revocable Trust Dated April 28, 2005 a/k/a Elwin and Nancy Eaton Irrevocable Trust to Jeremy Holmes 
by deed dated February 21, 2023 and recorded in Book 677 at Page 242 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 100 Harvard Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by John W. 
Reynolds and Robert T. Reynolds to Samuel Armstrong Hensel-Hunter by deed dated September 30, 2012 and 
recorded in Book 508 at Page 75 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 32 Valley Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by The Bank 
of New York Mellon to William Hunter and Vermont Department of Housing and Community Development by 
deed dated September 11, 2018 and recorded in Book 602 at Page 334 of the Springfield Town Land Records and 
Housing Recovery Fund and Housing Subsidy Covenant dated October 19, 2021 and recorded in Book 653 at 
Page 335 of the Springfield Town Land Records.  
 1 Slack Avenue
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Edson C. 
Tefft and Mildred E. Tefft to Ralph A. Jacobs and Katheryn S. Jacobs (now deceased) by deed dated July 1, 1976 
and recorded in Book 71 at Page 202 of the Springfield Town Land Records.

 128 Olive Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Roy F. 
Kempf, Sr. (deceased) and Joan M. Kempf by deed of Elmer and Elizabeth DeRosia dated September 18, 1987 
recorded in Book 89 at Page 174-175 of the Springfield Town Land Records.  Also being all and the same lands 
and premises conveyed to Roy F. Kempf, Jr., Carol-Lee A. Ripley, Edward T. Wilson, Jr., Mark Wilson and 
William P. Simoneau, Sr. by the deed of Joan M. Kempf said deed dated October 31, 2008 and recorded in Book 
436 at Page 215 of the Springfield Town Land Records. 
 269 Brook Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Eileen S. 
Rupsis and Steven A. Rupsis to La Sable Ruby, LLC by deed dated February 21, 2023 and recorded in Book 677 
at Page 314 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 650 Brook Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Mark 
L. Tapper to Guy A. Lariviere by deed dated November 6, 1991 and recorded in Book 102 at Page 74 of the 
Springfield Town Land Records.
 30 Commonwealth Avenue
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Seth T. 
Lauritsen and Stephen F. Greene to Seth T. Lauritsen and Monica Lynn Lauritsen by deed dated March 6, 2020 
and recorded in Book 623 at Page 294 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 284 Kirk Meadow Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Nicholas 
Paige and Marguerite Paige to John David McCarthy by deed dated November 28, 2018 and recorded in Book 
605 at Page 60 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 61 Fairground Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Thomas A. 
Tier, joined by Alice T. Emerson to Brian T. McFadden by deed dated October 14, 2016 and recorded in Book 
571 at Page 25 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 6 Wall Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Ershel O. 
Patterson to Kevin G.A. Melloy by deed dated September 10, 2021 and recorded in Book 650 at Page 316 of the 
Springfield Town Land Records.
 456 Old Connecticut River Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by General 
Morris Estate, LLC to Scott Redding Mixer by deed dated April 7, 2020 and recorded in Book 625 at Page 49 of 
the Springfield Town Land Records.
 450 Carley Road
For the tax years 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Barry Andrews and Jean 
Andrews to Earl W. Moul, Jr., Earl W. Moul, III and Lisa Moul by deed dated September 5, 2014 and recorded in 
Book 538 at Page 96 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 24 Fairground Heights
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Vernon 
H. Ure and Aino K. Ure Revocable Trust Under Agreement Dated  January 9, 1997 to Jason E. Nadzam by deed 
dated September 28, 2022 and recorded in Book 671 at Page 294 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 53 Brockway Mills Road
For the tax years 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Town of Springfield to 
Richard A. Parry by deed dated August 14, 2014 and recorded in Book 539 at       Page 297 of the Springfield 
Town Land Records.                                      
 18 Cypress Lane
For the tax years 2023-2024. Being a Titan Homes Brentwood; Serial No. 19-98-023-3224 conveyed by Citation 
Mobile Home Sales, Inc. to Gerrie A. Perry and Clayton J. Perry by Mobile Home Bill of Sale dated October 27, 
1997 and recorded in Book 169 at Page 216 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 20 Orchard Lane
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by John 
E. Polidor to John E. Polidor and Robin A. Polidor, husband and wife, by deed dated December 4, 1996 and 
recorded in Book 158 at Page 17 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 26 Fairground Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Jeanette A. 
Turcio and Carol Daley to Michelle L. Porter by deed dated January 13, 2017 and recorded in Book 574 at Page 
270 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 6 Bellows Road
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Richard 
M. Veysey, Jr. and Ann Marie Veysey to Ram Enterprises, LLC by deed dated October 14, 2014 and recorded in 
Book 540 at Page 215 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 220 Front Street
For the tax years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by David R. 
Martel and Barbara C. Martel, Trustees of the Martel Family Revocable Trust U/A Dated April 14, 1987 to Ram 
Enterprises, LLC by deed dated March 9, 2018 and recorded in Book 594 at Page 20 of the Springfield Town 
Land Records.
 6 Mineral Street
For the tax  years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.   Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Marta C. 
Reichenbecher f/k/a Marta C. Ruck and Edward E. Ruck to Marta C. Reichenbecher by deed dated July 20, 2006 
and recorded in Book 382 at Page 102 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 25 Holt  Street
For the tax  years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.   Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Jody T. 
Smith and Linda M. Smith to Bradley A. Reynolds and Ashley M. Reynolds by deed dated July 30, 2019 and 
recorded in Book 615 at Page 39 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 15 Cemetery Road
For the tax  years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Estate of 
Eva E. Morris to Machias D. Rhodes and Diana L. Rhodes by deed dated April 9, 2010 and recorded in Book 463 
at Page 244 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 85 Perley Gordon Road
For the tax  years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Felicia 
B. Murray Revocable Trust Under  Agreement Dated August 8, 1991 to Kim Tacy Bartlett and Lea-Ann Tacy 
Bartlett by deed dated June 6, 2019 and recorded in Book 612 at Page 152 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 0 Northfield Drive
For the tax  years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Allan 
Demers to Linda H. Tunkel Revocable Trust U/A Dated May 19, 1987, Renee H. Tunkel and Elaine Tunkel by 
deed dated August 16, 2014 and recorded in Book 543 at Page 106 of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 5 Juniper Hill Road
For the tax  years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Henry 
F. Robinson and Louise B. Robinson, Co-Trustees of the Robinson Revocable Trust U/A October 8, 1997 to 
Richard M. Veysey, Jr. and Ann Marie Veysey by deed dated July 8, 2005 and recorded in Book 342 at Page 298 
of the Springfield Town Land Records.
 17 Crescent Street
For the tax  years 2023-2024.  Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Christopher Story, VI to 
Roger V. Woods by deed dated November, 2020 and recorded in Vol. 636 at Page 249 of the Springfield Town 
Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Springfield Town Office, 96 Main Street, Springfield, 
Vermont, a public place in such Town, on the 12th day of December, 2024 at Ten O’clock in the forenoon, as 
shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, unless previously paid.
 You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date set forth above, 
that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill.  Should you wish to proceed with 
this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32 V.S.A. § 5254; clearly identify the portion of the 
property to be sold, and include a certification from the Act 250 district coordinator and the town zoning 
administrator that the portion identified may be legally subdivided.  
 If you qualify under 24 V.S.A. § 1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of the property 
taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town.  Abatement means that your taxes could be reduced or 
eliminated.  You have the right to appear before the Board of Abatement and explain why you think your taxes 
should be abated.  To apply for an abatement, you must write to Barbara A. Courchesne, Town Clerk, 96 Main 
Street, Springfield, Vermont 05156. 

Be advised that the owner or mortgagee, or the owner’s or mortgagee’s representatives or assigns, of lands sold 
for taxes shall have a right to redemption for a period of one year from the date of sale pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 
5260.
Dated at Springfield, County of Windsor and State of Vermont, this 8th day of November, 2024.

Barbara A. Courchesne, Collector of Town, and Town School District Taxes, Town Water, and Sewer Taxes
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Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA). For use by individuals 21 years of age and older 
or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM 
CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. 
Possession or use of cannabis may carry signi� cant legal penalties in 
some jurisdictions and under federal law. It may not be transported 
outside of the state of Vermont. The e� ects of edible cannabis may be 
delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can 
impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and 
younger may be more likely to experience harm to the developing brain. 
It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the in-
� uence of this product. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.

VERMONTVERMONT

WELCOME TO
ADVENTURE
WELCOME TO
ADVENTURE

ASK FOR ASK FOR 
US AT YOUR US AT YOUR 

LOCAL LOCAL 
DISPENSARYDISPENSARY

FERNGULLYFARMVT.COMFERNGULLYFARMVT.COM

LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN

Matilda and Matilda and 
� ree Bears� ree Bears

Antiques & Gi� sAntiques & Gi� s

26 � e Common26 � e Common
Chester, VTChester, VT

802-875-6041802-875-6041

CUSTOM HOMES, ADDITIONS, & RENOVATIONS
QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP FOR OVER 25 YEARS 

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT! 
802-461-3573

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next 
Stage Arts presents Mo-
roccan-dosed psychedelic 
dub jazz collective from 
Boston Club d’Elf on Satur-
day, Nov. 23, at 7:30 p.m., at 
Next Stage Arts, 15 Kimball 
Hill in Putney.
  Club d’Elf has been help-

ing audiences lose track of 
time for 25 years with its 
mesmerizing synthesis of 
Moroccan traditional mu-
sic and electronic, dubbed-
out funk. Circling about 
bassist/composer Mike Ri-
vard and drummer Dean 
Johnston, each Club d’Elf 
performance features a dif-
ferent lineup, drawn from a 
constellation of some of the 
most creative improvisers 

from the jazz, DJ, rock, and 
world music scenes of Bos-
ton, NYC, and beyond. The 
band’s music draws from a 
startlingly wide spectrum 
of styles, including jazz, 
hip hop, electronica, avant 
garde, prog-rock, and dub. 
Under the tutelage of mem-
ber Brahim Fribgane, who 
hails from Casablanca, the 
band has absorbed Moroc-
can trance music, which is 
now an essential part of the 
mix. Diverse audiences are 
drawn to Fribgane’s mes-
merizing oud stylings, and 
Rivard’s commanding play-
ing of the Moroccan sintir. 
Trance forms the central 
core of the Club d’Elf aes-
thetic, weaving together the 

band’s various influences.
  “Masters of their craft, 

Club d’Elf transports lis-
teners to exotic lands, while 
infusing it with electronics, 
virtuosity, and surprises,” 
says Keith Marks, execu-
tive director of Next Stage 
Arts. “The Boston-based 
ensemble has been well-
known in New England for 
years. Their sound is for 
the curious and adventur-

Next Stage presents psychedelic jazz collective 
Club d’Elf

ous listener. We love tak-
ing people on a journey 
through music.”
  In April 2022 the band re-

leased its latest album, “You 
Never Know,” which rose 
to #2 on the Relix chart. 
The record unfurls upon 
kaleidoscopic clouds of 
spiced smoke, shifting from 
chopped dub-jazz through 
trance epics that reimagine 
Boston as a city of bazaars. 

Club d’Elf pays tribute to 
the music and musicians 
who have been primary 
influences, with half the al-
bum being covers of gnawa, 
Miles Davis, Joe Zawinul, 
Moroccan band Nass el-
Ghiwane, and Frank Zap-
pa. The other half consists 
of original music inspired 
by Rivard’s personal jour-
ney into darkness following 
a near-death experience in 

the remote jungle of the Pe-
ruvian Amazon.
  Next Stage is located at 

15 Kimball Hill in down-
town Putney, Vt. Concert 
tickets can be purchased 
in advance at www.next-
stagearts.org; there is also 
a livestream option. For 
information, call 802-387-
0102. Next Stage will pro-
vide a beer, wine, and cock-
tail cash bar.

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next 
Stage Arts presents multi-
disciplinary flamenco art-
ist Laura Sanchez with her 
work “Welcome to Hol-
land!?” on Sunday, Nov. 
24, at 7 p.m., at Next Stage 
Arts, 15 Kimball Hill in 
Putney.
  Step into a world of resil-

ience and inspiration with 
“Welcome to Holland!?,” 
a breathtaking multidisci-
plinary flamenco perfor-
mance that will touch your 
heart and ignite your spirit.
  “A one-woman theater 

show using flamenco dance 
that highlights the value 
of motherhood certainly 
jumps into the imagina-
tion. We like delivering a 
wide range of program-
ming full of diversity and 
opportunity,” says Keith 
Marks, executive director 

of Next Stage Arts. “Lau-
ra’s work in Boston is well 
known. She weaves her ex-
perience as an immigrant 
and as a mother into a nar-
rative that is witty, thought-
provoking, and heartfelt. 
We’re excited to bring this 
to our community.”
  Join us for a transforma-

tive 75-minute journey that 
beautifully intertwines fla-
menco, poetry, humor, and 
film, celebrating the incred-
ible strength of caregivers. 
Experience the story of an 
immigrant mother as she 
navigates her unique “Hol-
land!?” – a landscape re-
shaped by trauma. Watch as 
everyday objects transform 
into powerful symbols of 
hope, guiding her through 
challenges and illuminat-
ing the path to belonging. 
This transformative jour-

ney challenges stereotypes 
about motherhood and 
disability, shedding light 
on the diverse experiences 
of caregivers, and fostering 
empathy towards nontradi-
tional families.
  Don’t miss this immer-

sive theatrical experience 
that invites you to reflect, 
connect, and celebrate a 
world where we all belong.
  Sanchez is an award-

winning flamenco artist, 
creator, choreographer, and 
educator originally from 
Cadiz, Spain. She began 
her flamenco education as 
a child, and received pro-
fessional training from 
the Dance Conservatory 
of Madrid. Sanchez holds 
a professional certificate 
in expressive arts thera-
pies from Lesley Univer-
sity, where she developed 
an emerging therapeutic 
dance practice, Expressive 
Flamenco. She presents this 
work internationally, and 
continues to serve annu-
ally as guest professor for 
the Lesley University ex-
pressive therapies master’s 
program. Her most recent 
research work was pub-
lished at the Journal of the 
American Dance Therapy 
Association in 2021.
  Sanchez actively performs 

as a soloist in flamenco 
venues in the Eastern U.S., 
and placed third at the 2016 
Flamenco Certamen USA, 
an international competi-

tion that takes place in NYC 
annually. She has worked as 
an independent choreogra-
pher for organizations in-
cluding Boston College of 
Fine Arts, the Boston City 
Council, Bridgewater Uni-
versity, and Kingston The-
ater, among several others. 
Laura also works as an in-
dependent producer, and 
has presented several fla-
menco shows over the past 
10 years in Massachusetts. 
In her latest production, 
“Flamenco at Starlight,” she 
brought the flamenco com-
munity back together to 
perform for the first time in 
Cambridge since the Covid 
pandemic. Sanchez’s com-
mitment to building com-
munity has made this show 
an annual event.
  During the pandemic, she 

created an award-winning 
short film, “After Dark,” to 
tell the resilient story of a 
community affected by Co-
vid. She has received fund-
ing from the prestigious 
Live Arts Boston grant led 
by the Boston Foundation, 
Next Steps to Dance, and 
NEFA’s dance fund. She has 
been a recipient of the Mass 
Cultural Council Choreog-
raphy Award in 2021, and 
was honored to be a mem-
ber of Flamenco Vivo Car-
lota Santana Professional 
Consórcio Flamenco, a 
group dedicated to growing 
flamenco on the national 
stage, in 2020.

Next Stage presents flamenco artist 
Laura Sanchez
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Come for the Food, Stay for the Fun!

802-228-7797
Kitchen Hours Monday – Friday 4–9pm

Saturday 12–9pm,  Sunday 12-8pm

Monday Open Mic Night at 8:30pm
Tuesday Trivia at 6pm with Rick Davis

Thursday Irish Session with Gypsy Reel at 6:30pm

16 North Main Street  |  Charlestown, NH

Large Variety of 
Menu Items!

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

~ OUR OWN ~~ OUR OWN ~
PUMPKINSPUMPKINS

LOCAL CHEESE & MEATLOCAL CHEESE & MEAT
APPLESAPPLES

TOMATOESTOMATOES
WINTER SQUASHWINTER SQUASH

PREORDER HOLIDAY TURKEYS!PREORDER HOLIDAY TURKEYS!

Open Daily 9-6Open Daily 9-6

Route 12 Route 12 
517 Main Street517 Main Street

Walpole, NHWalpole, NH

Like us on FacebookLike us on Facebook

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfield Community 
Players are in their final 
weeks of rehearsal for the 
season’s final show, “Ru-
mors” by Neil Simon.
  This has been a very busy 

season for the longest con-
tinuously running com-
munity theater in Vermont. 
Starting with a bang with 
“The Unexpected Guest” 
in May, the season con-
tinued with a staged read-
ing of a new work by local 
playwright Larry Kraft in 
June called “Waiting for a 
Eulogy,” as well as the two-
person show, “It Had to Be 
You.” In August, comedian 
Lee Hardin returned to the 
studio for some family-
friendly stand-up com-
edy. Patrons were treated 
to the musical “Godspell” 
in September, followed by 
a murder mystery fund-

raiser “Pumpkins 
of Peril,” written by 
local author Tom 
Campo, in October 
to set the stage for 
Halloween.
  November is 

here, and that 
means the final 
production for 
the 2024 season is 
upon us.
  Making her di-

recting debut with 
the Players, Ashlee 
White has been 
anxious for audi-
ences to see this 
hilarious show. Playing the 
role of Claire Ganz many 
years ago endeared her to 
this Neil Simon comedy. 
When the opportunity to 
direct a show was present-
ed, she knew this would be 
a crowd pleaser. The cast, 
consisting of 10 actors, 

and crew have been hard at 
work since the beginning 
of September. “It’s been a 
secret passion of mine to 
direct since I was in high 
school. I’ve had the privi-
lege to perform in many 
shows as an actor, and I’ve 
been part of several techni-

cal crews as well. 
I love all aspects 
of theater, but this 
has been an im-
mensely reward-
ing experience for 
me. The cast of 
‘Rumors’ is a well-
rounded group of 
talented thespi-
ans who make me 
laugh, and make 
me proud, every 
day. I appreciate 
their dedication 
and hard work 
more than I can ex-
press,” said White.

  The actors have been en-
joying themselves just as 
much as the director. Play-
ing the part of Chris Gor-
man, Hannah O’Connell, a 
new face to the Springfield 
community of theatergo-
ers, said, “Being in ‘Ru-
mors’ has been such a fun 

experience. I feel like I’ve 
not only gained new skills 
and great memories, but 
a whole new messed up 
family.” Echoing this sen-
timent is Sam Mathewes 
Clark, who plays the sharp-
tongued Lenny Ganz, say-
ing “Everyone is perfectly 
cast and enjoying every 
moment.” Another new-
comer to the Players Stu-
dio is Katie Munroe, also 
known as Cookie Cusack, 
a flighty television cook-
ing host. “This has been a 
truly unique and magical 
experience. Meeting people 
I might not have met, going 
out after dark for rehearsal, 
which I don’t normally do, 
and being a part of some-
thing that brings joy to an 
entire town…Thank you 

for having me, Springfield 
Community Players.” Play-
ing Officer Welch is Josie 
Munroe, who says, “It’s al-
ways fun for me to explore 
my character’s backstory 
and motives. For a comedy 
like ‘Rumors,’ it’s an abso-
lute blast.”
  What happens when four 

socialite couples from New 
York City are invited to 
their friends’ 10th anniver-
sary party? Buy your tickets 
and travel back in time to 
1989 to find out. “Rumors” 
tickets are available for 
purchase now. Shows are 
Nov. 16, 22, and 23, at 7:30 
p.m.; and Nov. 17 and 24, at 
2 p.m. This show is not rec-
ommended for young audi-
ences due to adult language 
and content.

Springfield Community Players present “Rumors”

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Canal Street Art Gallery 
presents the Joshua Aaron 
Gray, Theresa Karpin-
ski, Kathleen Kemp, Amy 
Raab, and Sandy Sherman 
solo shows, open Nov. 15 – 
Jan. 12. Join the gallery on 
Third Friday Gallery Night 
in historic downtown Bel-
lows Falls, Vt., on Nov. 15, 
from 5-8 p.m., for the artists’ 
opening reception. All gal-
lery events are free and open 
to the public.
  This fall, with the launch 

of its new Solo Show Pro-
gram and growing Working 
Artist Program, Canal Street 
Art Gallery announces ex-
panded hours. As of Nov. 
15, the gallery will be open 
Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m. – 
6 p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. – 4 
p.m.; and the third Friday of 
every month, until 8 p.m.
  Joshua Aaron Gray, based 

in Bellows Falls, Vt., works 
in watercolors, creating por-
traits of animals and, most 
recently, people. Gray was 
born with Down syndrome 
in 1972. Gray is passion-
ate about his art, using his 
whimsical humor and kind-
ness to portray animals in-
stilled with personality and 
surrounded by colorful and 
often densely composed 
designs and patterns. The 
artist’s solo show at Canal 

Street Art Gallery includes 
Gray’s first portraits of peo-
ple, including his favorite 
celebrity, Madonna.
  Theresa Karpinski, based 

in Brattleboro, Vt., makes 
three-dimensional collages 
using multitudes of min-
ute objects meticulously 
painted with garish colors 
and arranged into bizarre 
and sometimes subversive 
scenes. Blending lightheart-
edness and seriousness is 
how Karpinski views life, 
as well as her process of 
creating. In artworks such 
as “Jungle Pitch,” a blue-
eyed, long-haired man 
with voluptuous red lips 
and holding a glass of wine 
with hands painted in red 
nail polish stares down the 
viewer. 
  Kathleen Kemp, based 

in Westminster, Vt., works 
with “attic treasures” to cre-
ate sculptures using a wide 
array of textures and vastly 
different materials, har-
moniously assembled as a 
puzzle with pieces meant to 
be together. In an artwork 
such as “AZ1,” Kemp uses 

found pieces of metal and 
wood from previously man-
ufactured purposes, along 
with organic materials such 
as human teeth, to create a 
composition full of tactile 
tension, tenuously placed 
together and hung on the 
wall. 
  Amy Raab, based in Sax-

tons River, Vt., works with 
her own photographs and 
watercolor paintings to 
create collages inspired by 
memories of the Vermont 
landscape. Raab’s composi-
tions make use of vast open 
spaces to balance strategi-
cally chosen, intricately and 
meticulously cut shapes as-
sembled with just enough 
for the viewer to see a 
landscape. Upon closer ex-
amination, such as in “One 
Horse Hill,” the viewer then 
discovers the red barn to be 
a macro shot of a red maple 
leaf, and the tree is cut from 
a photograph of a horse. 
  Sandy Sherman, based 

in Bellows Falls, Vt., cre-
ates still life paintings using 
effects of light and color to 
portray tenuous scenes of 

everyday objects, vintage 
clothing, and unique an-
tiques. In a painting such as 
“The Monkey,” an antique 
Steiff monkey is placed in 
a wallpaper-lined box on a 
shelf. The monkey has its 
palms up, and is placed on 
its knees with a distant look, 
as if meditating. Sherman is 
a native of New Hampshire, 
and has been painting in the 
traditional manner since 
1980. She is a member of 
the Keene Art Association, 
Copley Society of Boston, 
Women’s Caucus for Art, 
Academic Artist Associa-
tion, and the Catharine Lo-
rillard Wolf Art Club Inc. 
  Canal Street Art Gallery is 

located at 23 Canal Street, in 
historic downtown Bellows 
Falls, Vt. For more informa-
tion, go to www.canalstree-
tartgallery.com, call 802-
289-0104, or email artinfo@
canalstreetartgallery.com.

New solo shows at Canal Street Gallery

The cast of “Rumors.”
PHOTO PROVIDED
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yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

30 Day Accountability Coach 
TOM SALMON CPA,MA
Sign up for a Dry Alcohol Free 30 Day Challenge for clarifying 
goals, finances, and healthy living. Receive accountability, 
guidance, and mentorship. Free yourself and start taking the 
productive actions towards the future you wish to create. 

No fee required. A donation of any amount to a local cause or 
organization suggested.

Call or text 802-535-1555 or go to TheFlatTable.com
(04/09/25 - 26)

Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art  Crafts Gifts & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7

Register for Workshops & Shop Online 
www.galleryvault.org

Chinese Calligraphy with Jonathan Root
11/25  $38  (Material Fee: $5.00)

Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends
12/7 & 12/14  $275, includes materials

Painting the Winter Landscape in Watercolor
with Rob O’Brien, 1/11/25  9:30-4  $85

Open Wall: Glistening Wonders
(01/15/25 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
DCI CONCEPTS
DESIGN – BUILD – REMODEL

A family business first. Our projects are held to a higher standard 
starting from the very first phone call to the final walkthrough. Our 
team will impress you with professionalism, quality, and integrity.  
6 Andover St., Ludlow, VT. 802-461-3573. 
ed.dottavio@dciconcepts.com. 
(11/05/25 - 52)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restorations on 
up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our clients can 
expect professionalism, proficiency, customer care, and quality. 
Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/20/24 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(11/13/24 - 13)

THE SEMI RETIRED PAINTER
Painting Interior and Exterior
All work done by the person you are paying
Small Honey Do List Projects as well
802-263-9693   rogcaw@msn.com
Roger, Perkinsville, VT
(12/05/25 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 
802-226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday 10am-6pm. 
(08/13/25 - TFN - 52)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/29/25 - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(11/20/24 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(12/04/24 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(12/18/24)

Bellows Falls Emblem Club 
Pie Sale

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The Bellows Falls Emblem 
Club will hold a Thanksgiving pie sale on Wednesday, 
Nov. 27, at Simone’s Styling Salon, 41 The Square, next 
door to the former Richards Group Insurance Co. Pre-
order the pie of your choice by Nov. 18, or stop in and 
see what is available. For more information, or to place 
a preorder, call Simone at 802-463-3573 or 802-463-
3992. Leave a message if there is no answer.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Of-
fered by Black River Good 
Neighbor Services, an 
AARP Fraud Prevention 
Program will be presented 
at the Ludlow Community 
Center on Thursday, Nov. 
21, at 11 a.m., prior to the 
regularly scheduled com-
munity meal. Topics in-
cluded in the presentation 
are:
  Weapons of fraud – an 

overview of the leading 
scams, techniques of con 
artists, and discussion of 
the steps to take to avoid 
victimization. This is the 
flagship presentation, as it 
is AARP’s oldest program, 
has been presented most 

frequently, and is regularly 
updated. While addressing 
a wide range of issues, it 
does not cover computer/
cyber scams.
  Fraud trends and behav-

ior – discover how habits 
and behaviors put you at 
risk.
  “The Con Artists’ Play-

book” – the strategies and 
tactics used by con artists 
to defraud. 
  Prevention – know and 

practice the most effective 
prevention strategies to 
avoid becoming a victim, 
recognize the “red flags,” 
and report.
  Resources – learn how 

to access and share up-to-

date information about 
fraud identification and 
prevention, and where 
to go if you or someone 
you love has been a vic-
tim. 
  For information, con-

tact Krey Kellington at 
802-228-3663.

AARP fraud prevention 
program

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Rotary Foundation trans-
forms your gifts into ser-
vice projects that change 
lives both close to home 
and around the world.  
Since it was founded 
more than 100 years ago, 
the foundation has spent 

more than $4 billion on 
life-changing, sustainable 
projects. With your help, we 
can make lives better in your 
community and around the 
world.
  The Rotary Foundation 

helps Rotary members to 
advance world understand-

ing, goodwill, and peace by 
improving health, providing 
quality education, improv-
ing the environment, and 
alleviating poverty.
  What impact can one do-

nation have? For as little as 
60 cents, a child can be pro-
tected from polio. $50 can 
provide clean water to help 
fight waterborne illness. 
$500 can launch an antibully 
campaign, and create a safe 
environment for children.
  For more information or 

questions, contact rotarian 
Brigid at brigid526@gmail.
com.

Ludlow Rotary promotes 
Foundation Month

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – As 
you prepare for the holi-
days, be sure to stop in at 
the Thanksgiving Farmers 
Market on Saturday, Nov. 
23, from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., 
at the United Method-
ist Church in downtown 
Springfield, Vt.
  Our vendors offer every-

thing you need to make this 
an unforgettable holiday 

season, including natural 
meats, fall vegetables, yarn 
and fabric arts, local eggs, 
custom batik clothing and 
accessories, artisan breads, 
home and holiday decor, 
baked goods, unique hand-
crafted gifts from locally-
sourced woods, honey, 
jams, jellies, pickles, relish-
es, and a full range of maple 
products.

Springfield 
Thanksgiving 
Farmers Market

WESTON, Vt. – Wild-
er Memorial Library in 
Weston invites children 
to a Giving Thanks Work-
shop with art teacher 
Casey Junker Bailey on 
Saturday, Nov. 16, at 10:30 
a.m. We will be making 

small thankful books with 
decorative papers and fabric 
print banners. Both would 
be charming additions to 
any Thanksgiving celebra-
tion. The workshop is free of 
charge and appropriate for 
children of all ages, although 

space is limited. For more 
information, you may 
contact the library by 
email at director@wilder-
memoriallibrary.org.

Thanksgiving kids’ crafts 
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Your Home Loan Lender of Choice

WHERE
YOU
LIVE

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. ©2022 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649
Equal Housing Lender. PrimeLending VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964MB V010918.

Purchase Refinance Renovation

Victoria Blodgett
NMLS# 179656 | Senior Loan Officer

802-975-0350 vblodget@primelending.com

www.vbprimelending.com

126 Main St #1C
   Ludlow, VT 05149

BUYING OR SELLING? 
MEET THE PROFESSIONALS

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation

www.KelleyRealEstate.com
802-228-5333

106 Upper Loop | Ludlow
Known to many as 
“� e Tree House”

Come see this unique 
property with Okemo 
slope access just down 
the road

Contact Listing Agent Ty 
Murray at 802-777-8047 
for details

OPEN HOUSE: Saturday, November 16, from 10am – Noon

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5252
802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 
ONE & TWO-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Check & change

your smoke

detector batteries
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PSAfromyourfriendly

neighborhoodRealtors

crownpointrealtors.com

It could save a
life.

REGION – According to 
the U.S. Census Bureau, 
over the past 75 years, the 
percentage of traditional, 
married households de-
creased by more than 30%, 
from 80% to 50%.
  The Pew Research Cen-

ter (PRC) finds that, “The 
American family has un-
dergone significant changes 
in recent decades. There is 
no longer one predominant 
family form, and Ameri-
cans are experiencing fam-
ily life in increasingly di-
verse ways.”
  In 1970, 67% of Ameri-

cans ages 25-49 were living 
with their spouse and one 
or more child under 18. 
Over the past five decades, 
that number has dropped 
to 37%. PRC cites several 
factors that have contribut-
ed to this decline, including 
that Americans are marry-
ing later in life, or not mar-
rying at all.
  As the composition of 

the American family shifts, 
so do the demographics of 
the people combining re-
sources to secure part of the 
American Dream – home 
ownership. 
  Seniors looking to down-

size can benefit by co-
habitating with a friend or 

relative, offsetting expenses 
and sharing chores. Gen Z 
are perhaps the group most 
open to cobuying a home 
with a friend, according to a 
Newsweek article published 
earlier this year.
  However, there are always 

risks involved with copur-
chasing a home, as Hannah 
Workman from JW Surety 
Bonds told Newsweek. “Be-
fore entering into a cobuy-
ing partnership, a clear legal 
agreement should be put in 
place that spells out exactly 
what happens if someone 
stops contributing to their 
side of the deal. This agree-
ment should also include 
how mortgage payments, 
property taxes, insurance, 
and maintenance costs will 
be split, and what happens 
if people want to exit the 
partnership.” 
  Each party should be 

clear about their expecta-
tions from the outset, and 
determine if costs will be 
split equitably rather than 
equally, based on income 
and other expenses. Some 
first-time cobuyers will 
agree to commit to the 
property for a period of five 
years or less, at which time 
an agreement can be ex-
tended, or the home could 

be sold, with the increased 
equity split between cohab-
itants who can then move 
ahead with a solo home 
purchase.
  CoBuy (www.cobuy.

io), a website and app de-
veloped to guide potential 
homebuyers with a nontra-
ditional group of investors 
into the shared purchase of 
a property, began after its 
founders struggled to buy a 
home as nonmarried fam-
ily members. Staffed by a 
group of builders, finance, 
and real estate experts, 
CoBuy has helped thou-
sands of cobuyers become 
homeowners since 2016.
  “We decided that we had 

to do something. Home-
ownership is the founda-
tion for financial stability 
and security. That’s not to 
say homeownership is for 
everyone, but most would 
agree that buying a home is 
a life-changing experience. 
Teaming up can open up a 
world of opportunities. We 
wanted to help people build 
wealth, starting with own-
ing a home.”
  “What constitutes ‘fam-

ily’ today is not what it was 
when our financial systems 
were in their formative 
years. Unfortunately, these 

very systems ignore how 
society has evolved through 
time. Today, folks are buy-
ing together for financial 
and social reasons.”
  Profiled in the January 

Newsweek article writ-
ten by Alexander Fabino 
are Kristina Modares and 
Steph Douglass, founders 
of Open House Austin, a 
real estate brokerage spe-
cializing in educating and 
assisting potential buyers in 
navigating the details of co-
ownership.
  “Modares and Douglass, 

25 and 27, respectively, 
embarked on multiple co-
ownership ventures, invest-
ing in four properties and 
guiding clients through 
similar processes. Their 
brokerage became a hub for 
fostering innovative real es-
tate solutions, empowering 
clients with knowledge and 
strategies to make informed 
decisions in a challenging 
market.”
  “We tell our clients that 

when you are deciding to 
partner with someone, you 
need to make sure this is 
someone you can have hard 
conversations with, that 
they have similar values to 
you, and that they are good 
communicators,” Modares 

stated. “So if things don’t 
work out (that’s life) then 

it won’t end in complete di-
saster.”

Home co-ownership is trending up

Featured pets: Sarah and Morgan

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Sarah and Morgan are two beautiful 
girls that came to us in April with 14 other cats. These 
girls have blossomed into sweet, affectionate kitties. 
Morgan is 1 year old, and Sarah is 3 years old. They 
have been patiently waiting for a loving home, and after 
being abandoned by their owner they really deserve 
one. They can go together or separate.
  Springfi eld Humane Society, 401 Skitchewaug Trail, 
Springfi eld, Vt., 802-885-3997, www.spfl dhumane.org.
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GM State Champs

Congratulations GM Boys Soccer Team!

802-228-7810
57 Pond St.
Ludlow, VT
Open 7 Days
6:30am – 6:00pm

Congratulations 
Green Mountain 

Boys Soccer 
Team!

228-2280
160 Main Street, Ludlow  •  www.BlueSkyVT.com

Jewelry • Pottery Jewelry • Pottery • • Candles • G i f tsCandles • G i f ts

CONGRATULATIONS GM BOYS SOCCER!CONGRATULATIONS GM BOYS SOCCER!

Green Mountain Classics Congratulates

Joel Gomez
125 Chester Road

Springfi eld, VT 05156

802-885-2347

the Green Mountain Boys Soccer Team

802-824-4556
Londonderry, VT

Open Mon-Fri 7-6
Sat 8-5, Closed Sun

Breakfast & Lunch

NEW PIZZA OVEN

Beer & Wine

CONGRATS GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS!CONGRATS GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS!

CongratsCongrats
Green Mountain!Green Mountain!

3630 Rte 103N, Chester  -  802-875-3109  -  www.smokeshiredesign.com

CONGRATULATIONS GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS!CONGRATULATIONS GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS!
Congrats GM Boys Soccer Team!

BURRITO HOTLINE: 802-228-7899

Congratulations Green Mountain Boys Soccer Team!

CHESTER, Vt. – Oh, 
the magic of cell phones 
and such. The joy of An-
drei Solzhenitsyn’s golden 
goal that gave the Green 
Mountain (GM) boys soc-
cer team the 3-2 overtime 
win over Stowe and the Di-
vision III state title was felt 
from Rutland to Chester 
nearly as soon as the senior 
put it in the net.
  “It came off Evan 

Kirdzik’s head and de-
flected right to my foot, 
and I put it in the goal. It 
really was that simple,” Sol-
zhenitsyn said.
  Raz Backlund, who had 

Green Mountain’s first 
goal, said the level of con-
fidence coming into the 
overtime session was high.
  “We talked about giving 

it our all, 100%,” Backlund 
said. “We knew that Stowe 
is a great team, but so are 
we.”
  The goalkeeping of 

Green Mountain senior 
Derek Hodgdon was in-
credible. He came off his 
line to thwart threats be-
fore they materialized, and 
also had some reaction 
saves of lasers from point 
blank range.
  “Derek is the reason we 

won the game,” said assis-
tant coach Scott Walker, 
who has been working 
with Hodgdon for the past 
four years.
  Scott and his son Jake 

Walker (Green Mountain’s 
head coach) were for-
mer goalies at the Chester 
school.

  “I’ve been working with 
him since he was a fresh-
man, and we really start-
ed elevating the level of 
psychology that there is 
in goalkeeping this year,” 
Scott said.
  “Today is the first two 

goals that he has allowed 
in the playoffs.”
  Top-seeded Stowe 

brought a 15-1-1 record to 
Rutland’s Alumni Field on 
Saturday, and got on top 
7:18 into the game when 
Cody Lilly fed a great pass 
to Graeme Jostrand and 
Jostrand buried it.
  Kirdzik made a strong 

bid to pull GM even, but 
his shot went over the bar.
But Backlund did not 

miss. He scored amidst a 
wild scramble in the goal 
area to knot the score, and 
it still stood 1-1 at half-

time.
  The Raiders pushed the 

attack hard when the game 
resumed. Hodgdon made a 
nice save on a bullet off the 
foot of Jostrand, and Tan-
ner Swisher had to execute 
a header to clear the ball 
after a Stowe corner kick.
  But Green Mountain 

got its first lead with 21:12 
remaining in the game on 
a line shot in the upper 
corner by Joachim Gibson 
from 25 yards away.
  It was only a minute 

later that the Raiders came 
within an eyelash of an-
swering. Jostrand struck 
a sizzler from close range 
that Hodgdon somehow 
managed to deflect for a 
corner kick.
  Senior captain Parker 

Guffey deftly headed Ju-
lian Roscioli-Barran’s cor-

ner kick past Hodgdon to 
tie the score at 2-2 with 
18:30 remaining in regula-
tion time.
  Roscioli-Barran made a 

dangerous-looking cross in 
the waning minutes of reg-
ulation play, and Backlund 
made a serious scoring bid, 
but time expired and the 
extra time began. It was a 
sudden death format with 
two 15-minute overtimes 
to be played if necessary, 
followed by the penalty 
kick tiebeaker.
  But Solzhenitsyn saw 

that only 10:32 in the first 
overtime needed to be 
played before the wild cel-
ebration broke out.
  Number 3 Green Moun-

tain wraps up the title with 
a 17-1 record.
  Green Mountain was 

playing in its fourth state 

final in the last six years, 
and had last won the cham-
pionship in 2019.
It was the perfect way to 

go out for seniors Hodg-
don, Kirdzik, Swisher, Max 
Peebles, Solzhenitsyn, Gib-
son, Caleb Merrow, and 
Reece Cassin.
  Of note, Stowe does 

not lose often in the state 
championship game. The 
Raiders’ record is now 14-3 
in the title game. This was 
the third state champion-
ship for Green Mountain. 
Chester High School, 
the forerunner of Green 
Mountain, also won one in 
1967, when the Sentinels 
edged Otter Valley 2-1 in 
the big game.

  Written by Tom Haley, 
Rutland Herald Staff 
Writer.

Green Mountain wears the D-III crown

The Green Mountain boys soccer team receives its Division 
III championship medals after beating Stowe on Saturday at 
Rutland High School.

PHOTO BY TOM HALEY

The Green Mountain soccer team lines up.
PHOTO BY OTIS NELSON
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