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HelloHello

We have updated the 
size of our paper, and 
we are streamlin-
ing our branding for 
our two papers: The 

Vermont Journal and 
The Vermont Journal 
Shopper Edition. We 
are the same team – 
the same paper – 

with a different front 
page featuring local 
news pertaining to 
the area you live in. 
We look forward to 

continuing to serve 
our local communi-
ties with the same 
coverage and ser-
vice. 

Vermont JournalTHE &We are Vermont JournalTHE SHOPPER EDITION

GMUHS boys soccer team 
wins state championship
CHESTER, Vt. – The Green Mountain Union High School (GMUHS) boys soccer team won 
the state championship after winning their game against Stowe on Saturday, Nov. 2. 
They were escorted home, from the Ludlow Fire Department back to GMUHS, by the 
Chester, Ludlow, and Proctorsville fi re departments. The boys had a fantastic season, 
with an overall record of 17-1. Congratulations Green Mountain varsity boys.
  Stay tuned for a feature page next week!
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BY NICK GIBERTI
The Vermont Journal

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Ludlow Selectboard met 
for their regular monthly 
meeting on Monday, Nov. 
4, beginning by discussing 
a potential grant proposal 
for the Dorsey Park play-
ground. Ludlow Parks and 
Recreation director Nick 
Miele spoke to the board, 
asking them for permis-
sion to apply for a Land 
and Water Conservation 
Fund grant to replace the 
aging Dorsey Park play-
ground. The grant, Miele 
said, is a 50-50 matching 
grant, meaning that Lud-
low would be on the hook 
for half of the total amount 
to replace the playground. 
Miele told the board that 
he had investigated the 
cost of the project, and 
that the high-end estimate 
was $200,000 for all-inclu-
sive services. With about 
$60,000 in ARPA funds re-
maining which had been al-
located to Dorsey Park, and 
$57,000 in the recreation 
capital fund, Miele be-
lieved that Ludlow had the 
money to fund their half 
of the project if the grant 
is approved, and requested 
permission to apply for the 
grant. The board agreed, 
and gave approval to apply 
for the grant, though board 
member Scott Baitz urged 
Miele to think about how to 
fund the project if the grant 
application is rejected.
  The board then revisited 

the notion of a short-term 
rental (STR) registry, a top-
ic which has been long-dis-
cussed in Ludlow and many 
surrounding towns. A 2-2 
tie vote led to the abandon-
ment of a previous STR 
registry effort in January, 
but since the recent Trail-
side fire at Okemo, town 
manager Brendan McNa-
mara said he had been re-
ceiving “a lot of feedback 

from the public regarding 
the town and short-term 
rentals, and a rental reg-
istry.” Echoing his senti-
ments from the previous 
meeting in October, Mc-
Namara insisted that the 
purpose of the registry 
would not be “town over 
sight” or “permit fees,” 
but safety, specifically fire 
safety.
  On hand for this discus-

sion were Landon Wheeler, 
regional manager of the 
Springfield office of the 
Vermont Division of Fire 
Safety, and Ben Whalen, 
Ludlow’s full-time fire 
chief. Wheeler spoke to 
the board first, explain-
ing that his office handled 
fire inspections for build-
ings which need to adhere 
to fire codes. “We find all 
kinds of uses in all kinds of 
places that they shouldn’t 
be,” Wheeler told the board, 
saying that he believed the 
first resort for correcting 
such violations should be 
education, with enforce-
ment only being used in the 
event that education efforts 
fail, saying “I guarantee 
that there are some of these 
owners who are ignorant to 
the fact that they are break-
ing laws.”
  Whalen also spoke to the 

board, expressing that he 
was glad the town was re-
considering the STR ordi-
nance in light of fire safety 
issues. “I think we’re mov-
ing in the right direction,” 
Whalen said, “I’m glad 
we’re having this conversa-
tion.” Whalen said that he 
would like any STR ordi-
nance to ensure that STR 
owners are aware of fire 
safety regulations, and are 
getting the proper fire safe-
ty inspections. Inspections 
are required if an owner 
is renting to nine or more 
people.
  Some discussion of the lo-

gistics followed, and board 
member Noah Schmidt 

noted that he had seen 
an STR ordinance from 
Dover which he felt 
could serve as a model 
for Ludlow. The Dover 
ordinance, Schmidt said, 
only addressed fire safety 
and trash, without add-
ing significant restric-
tions on STRs otherwise. 
Wheeler urged the board 
to consider what their 
goals for the ordinance 
are, and to work back-
wards from there, rather 
than taking any other 
town’s model directly 
and applying it to Lud-
low.
  Whalen also spoke 

to the board about the 
potential purchase of 
a new fire engine and 
tower truck, to replace 
Ludlow’s current En-
gine 3 and tower truck. 
Whalen told the board 
that the MSRP for both 
vehicles totaled $4 mil-
lion, though he believed 
that the total price could 
be reduced by buying 
the vehicles together and 
through several other 
means. The board agreed 
to discuss the possible 
purchase, which would 
likely need to be put to 
the town for a vote at 
Town Meeting in March.
  The Ludlow Select-

board’s next regular 
meeting will be held on 
Monday, Dec. 2. A sec-
ond local options tax 
public forum will also 
be announced in the 
near future, to take place 
either in December or 
January.

Ludlow reopens STR 
discussion

PLYMOUTH, 
Vt. – On Oct. 
29, local elected 
officials, busi-
ness leaders, 
and community 
members gath-
ered for a tour 
and celebration 
of the recent 
expansion of 
the Plymouth 
Schoolhouse, 
the only li-
censed, year-
round child 
care program in 
Plymouth.
  Through new 

public invest-
ment from Act 
76, the Plym-
outh School-
house was able expand 
its program into a sec-
ond classroom, hire ad-
ditional staff, and cre-
ate four new infant and 
toddler spaces for the 
Windsor County com-

munity. Following a tour 
led by program owner and 
director Lauren Skaskiw, 
attendees gathered in the 
new classroom to hear re-
marks from Aly Richards, 
CEO of Let’s Grow Kids, 

and Gabrielle Bickford, a 
mother of two children at-
tending the program, who 
highlighted the importance 
of having access to qual-
ity, affordable child care in 
Vermont.

Plymouth Schoolhouse 
celebrates expansion

Following a tour of Plymouth Schoolhouse’s recent expansion, made 
possible by new public investment in child care from Vermont’s Act 76, 
event attendees gathered for a group photo.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Ludlow revisits STR topic.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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WE BUY AND SELL: Furniture, Home Decor, 
Collectibles, Rugs, Appliances, Electronics, & more!

FREE CURBSIDE DELIVERY for orders over $100
in the Spring� eld, Chester, Charlestown, Rockingham area

802-885-6464  ~  Like us on Facebook
Spring� eld Shopping Plaza

GREAT NORTHERN LIQUIDATION

By e�  ciently harnessing 
renewable wood energy, 

a Central Boiler can 
substantially reduce, or 
completely replace the 

need for expensive fossil 
fuel heating sources 

like electric, propane, 
and oil. This translates 

into SIGNIFICANT 
LONG-TERM SAVINGS, 

making it a cost-
e� ective investment for 

homeowners. 

New England Outdoor Furnaces
877 John Stark Highway

Newport, NH 03773

603-863-8818

Scan the QR Code and 
Like us on Facebook!

newenglandoutdoorfurnaces.com

SAVE UP TO $3,400 
with our 

Fa�  Promotion! 
Call us for more details!

Under New Ownership!

Out of Water? Call Us First!

Serving VT and NH

WESTON, Vt. – Burr and 
Burton Academy (BBA) se-
niors Tyler Keyes and Jordan 
Houghtaling recently put 
their cinematography skills 
to use by recording Coun-
terpoint, Vermont’s premier 
professional vocal ensemble, 
in concert. Counterpoint 
presented a series of three 
concerts entitled “The Scep-
tered Isle” on Oct. 25 and 
27, in Shelburne and Mont-
pelier, Vt., and the concert 
was recorded at the beauti-
ful St. Thomas Church, in 
Hanover N.H., on Oct. 26. 
The program of secular and 
sacred music is drawn from 
the English choral tradition, 
which spans five centuries, 
and includes works by Tal-
lis, Purcell, Elgar, Finzi, and 
more.
  The film will be pre-

sented on the big screen at 
the Walker Farm Theater 

in Weston, Vt., on Wednes-
day, Nov. 13, at 7 p.m., and 
in the Bell Tower at Found-
ers Hall, Burr and Burton 
Academy, on Saturday, Nov. 
16, at 5 p.m. Counterpoint 
soprano Anne D’Olivo, who 
is an adjunct in the BBA 
music department and is 
music director at the Old 
Parish Church in Weston, 
will give a short introduc-
tion. Counterpoint is most 

grateful to Weston The-
ater Company and BBA 
for their support. Cash 
and check donations at 
the door are appreciated, 
and will contribute to an 
ongoing fundraiser. Each 
donation will be matched. 
Help us keep music alive 
in Vermont for years to 
come. For those who are 
unable to attend on Nov. 
13 or 16, make a dona-
tion online and you will 
receive a link via email to 
the film. For more infor-
mation, go to www.coun-
terpointchorus.org, and 
click on “Support Us” to 
make a donation.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Ludlow rotarians 
recently heard from Wallingford 
rotarian Diane Barclay about the 
Rotary International (RI) Founda-
tion’s work to eradicate polio in 
the world through vaccinations. 
Ludlow roatarians are shown 
here with their annual checks 
to support the cause, helping RI 
raise $50 million, to be matched 
by the Bill Gates Foundation two 
to one. Kim Lampert (top row, 
center) was presented with her 
Paul Harris sustaining member 
pin for her support of all of RI’s 
causes.

PHOTO PROVIDED

LRC hears 
about 
polio 
vaccines

LUDLOW, Vt. – Please 
join the next Black River 
Memory Cafe program 
on Nov. 14, from 11 
a.m. – 1 p.m., at the Unit-
ed Church in Ludlow. 
Care providers without 
partners are always wel-

come. There will be several 
topics of discussion.
  For care providers, there 

will be a presentation on 
protocol for 911 calls. Lud-
low Ambulance staff will 
be present to describe the 
definition of crisis, when to 
make a 911 call, and what to 
expect.
  Then, Joan Frangiose will 

share her experience with 
hospice and the impact it 
has had on her journey. 
  For care recipients, there 

will be activities with ex-
perienced and trained vol-
unteers, live music with 
accomplished musician, 

Martha Mitchell, and Jasper 
the friendly canine friend.
  Healthy snacks will be 

available.
  The Memory Cafe is a 

monthly program run by 
trained volunteers offer-
ing a safe and comfortable 
space where care providers 
and their loved ones can so-
cialize, listen to music, play 
games, and enjoy other ap-
propriate activities. It takes 
place on the second Thurs-
day of every month, at the 
United Church of Ludlow, 
48 Pleasant Street. For more 
information, contact Vicki 
or Krey at 802-228-3663.

Black River Memory Cafe

Counterpoint recorded 
concert screens in Weston

Counterpoint.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Getting a second opinion on your 
financial future may:

• Lower your investment fees
• Improve your performance
• Help you understand your investments and risk
• Make sure you don’t outlive your money

Call us today to set up a no risk private consultation.
Isn’t your peace of mind worth the time?

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

280 River Street, Springfield280 River Street, Springfield
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BY RON PATCH
802-374-0119

ronpatch27@gmail.com

  Whalers
  In the days of whaling, 

whalers spent weeks or 
months between whale 
kills. Some whalers took 
up scrimshawing to break 
the monotony. Some 
scrimshawed whales’ teeth. 
Depending on the skill of 
the whaler, these teeth can 
be works of art.
  In the mid-1980s, fake 

scrims began to show up 
at auction. They were very 
good, sometimes with a 
colored American flag. A 
simple test can detect these 
fakes. Heat a needle and 
stick it in the tooth. If it’s 
a genuine tooth, the needle 
will not penetrate. But if 
plastic, as the fakes are, the 
hot needle will sink into 
the tooth.
  Whalers made and 

scrimshawed oval ditty 
boxes. Ditty boxes were 
made of whale baleen. 
Other whalers made fig-
ural ivory jagging wheels, 
sailors’ valentines, or ta-
ble-mounted ivory knitty-
noddys.

  In the country
  Away from the sea, long 

hours of darkness were dif-
ficult. Not for those living 
in towns and villages, but 
those living and working in 
the woods.
  In the 1970s I met several 

old men, some in their late 
80s or early 90s, who had 
worked in logging camps 
in their prime. It was long 
hours and hard work, ex-
cept for winters. In the win-
ter, the sun comes up late 
and sets early. This limited 
the hours men could work. 
You can’t log by candlelight. 
There were more idle hours 
than working hours.
  These loggers were deep 

in the woods, far from civi-
lization, where they would 
remain until spring. All they 
saw, day after day, were oth-
er loggers, horses, and deep 
snow.
  Loggers passed the time 

any way they could. Playing 
cards, harmonica, or guitar 
were common. Some log-
gers, like the whalers, need-
ed to keep their hands busy.
  Loggers created what we 

call “whimsies” in my trade. 
The photo with this article 
is an example of a logger’s 

whimsy.
  How it was done
  First, a section of white 

pine about 30 inches long 
was selected. “Selected” is 
the key word. To carve in 
this detail required a piece of 
pine with straight grain, no 
knots or twists. This piece of 
pine might have begun an 
inch and a half square.
  With a couple very sharp 

knives, the logger went to 
work. You’ll notice each 
chain link is independent, 
as a real chain link is. The 
logger carved the first link. 
Then the piece of pine was 
turned 90 degrees to carve 
the second link, then turned 
another 90 degrees, and re-
peated many times.
  With a small knife, he 

carefully carved between 
the first and second link to 
free it from the neighboring 
link. This took time, a good 
eye, and a steady hand. And, 
it was done by dim oil lamp.
  Sometimes these whim-

sies have an interesting be-
ginning or ending. You’ll 
notice this chain has an oval 
pendant type ending, looks 
something like a plum bob. 
One of the most interesting 
chains I remember had an 

unusual top.
  That chain had a 2-inch 

tall rectangle at the top. 
The rectangle was carved 
into four columns, creat-
ing a cage. The material in 
the middle was removed, 
well, all but a section that 
was carved into a round 
ball, maybe ½ inch in diam-
eter. This ball, like the chain 
links, was independent of 
the surrounding wood, and 
could freely move inside the 
cage.
  Back in the 1980s, I 

bought from Jane Farrell in 
the Stone Village the best 
piece of logger’s art I have 
ever seen. Jane found it in 
Windsor. It was a stand-
ing tom turkey with his tail 
feathers spread like a fan. 
Carved of white pine, the 
workmanship was incred-
ible.
  Tom stood 2 feet tall, with 

each tail feather carefully 
split maybe 8 inches deep. 
The body, neck, and head 
were equally well carved. I 
sold it to Bill Orcutt. I wish 
I had it today.
  When I handle these arti-

facts, I am reminded of the 
old loggers I knew over 50 
years ago. I didn’t realize it at 
the time, but it was an honor 
to have known them.

  Church supper
  I went to Kendall church 

this Sunday. As I walked in, 
Lee was putting a skillet on 
the woodstove. When the 
skillet was hot enough, Lee 
added fresh, neatly sliced 
slices of venison liver. Adam 

had just got his deer. It was a 
great church supper.

  This week’s old saying. 
“Idle hands are the devil’s 
workshop.”

Time on your hands

A 28-inch wooden logging chain “whimsy.”
PHOTO BY RON PATCH

P R O C T O R S V I L L E , 
Vt. – Proctorsville Village 
is home to Vermont’s most 
haunted inn. One house in-
cludes a ghost in the deed, 
while the fire department 
is periodically visited by 
“Homer.” Learn more about 
these and other eerie tales 
at the Proctorsville Ghost 
Walk. 
  On Sunday, Nov. 10, the 

Cavendish Historical Soci-
ety will be sponsoring the 
Proctorsville Ghost Walk. 
Meet at the Proctorsville 
War Memorial, which is 
at the intersection of route 
131 and Depot Street in 
Proctorsville, across the 
green. Wear comfortable 
shoes, and dress weather 
appropriate. 
  This event is free and 

open to the public. Dona-
tions are appreciated. For 

more information, please 
call 802-226-7807 or email 

margocaulfield@icloud.
com.

Proctorsville Ghost Walk

RON PATCH

Buying 
Antiques

Photographs, 
Military, 

Clocks, Guns, 
Coins

802-374-0119

Call Ron Patch at 802-374-0119
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• Early Photographs
• Military: Helmets, 
  Flags, Uniforms, 
  Weapons, Daggers 
  and Bayonets
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  Clock Parts

• Guns
• Coins
• & More!

Buying:
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health news

Hearing testing 
and hearing care 
for our 
community

We use an 
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approach 
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needs

We keep up with 
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Brattleboro, VT
130 Austine Drive

(802) 254-3922

Greenfield, MA
329 Conway Street

(413) 773-5119

Swanzey, NH
217 Old Homestead Hwy

(603) 354-3325

www.brattleborohearing.com
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We     what we 

802-722-3460  |  sarah@fitbodywestminster.com 
5983 US-5, Westminster, VT

Be a part of the most supportive fitness community 
featuring signature workouts, world-class coaches, 

and an easy-to-follow nutrition program

2 FREE WEEK TRIAL

Calm MomentsCalm Moments
Massage StudioMassage Studio
101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

802.228.7772
www.calmmomentsmassage.com

Swedish and Therapeutic Massage
$110 

for 50 Minutes
$160 
for 80 Minutes

Call for VT Resident Discount Information

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Health Care and Reha-
bilitation Services (HCRS), 
southeastern Vermont’s 
nonprofit community men-
tal health agency, is thrilled 
to announce the official 
launch of its newly rede-
signed website, now live at 
www.hcrs.org.
  According to HCRS CEO 

George Karabakakis, “We’ve 
listened to your feedback, 
and have worked diligently 

to create an online experi-
ence that is not only more 
accessible, but also tailored 
to meet the diverse needs of 
our community.”
  The new website is 

equipped with nine inno-
vative accessibility tools, 
and supports over 130 lan-
guages, ensuring that every 
visitor can easily access vital 
information and essential 

services in a person-cen-
tered manner.
  The site also offers a new 

section dedicated to existing 
clients, enabling quick ac-
cess to important informa-
tion and resources tailored 
to their needs. 
  The improved layout en-

sures visitors can find the in-
formation they need quickly 
and easily.

  Karabakakis invites ev-
eryone in the community to 
explore the new website, and 
experience the enhance-
ments designed to better 
serve people with mental 
health, substance use, or de-
velopmental service needs. 
“Your feedback is invaluable, 
and we look forward to con-
tinuing to improve our ser-
vices to better support you.”

HCRS launches new website

Dear Editor,

  When I was a high school 
math teacher, my students 
were regularly tested on 
their skills and problem-
solving ability. The tests did 
a decent job of measuring 
what they were designed 
to measure, and provided 
useful feedback. This was 
good, as basic mathemati-
cal literacy is vital in our 
modern world. Mathemati-
cal reasoning and skills, 
however, are relatively 
easy to assess compared to 
most of the other aspects of 
learning that we expect our 
schools to provide. Some 
are so hard to measure 
that we don’t even try. Of 
course, that doesn’t mean 
that those qualities don’t 
matter. Indeed, they can be 
critically important. When 

we focus just on what we 
can easily test, it can be easy 
to lose sight of the bigger 
picture. In many schools 
across the country, art, mu-
sic, PE, and recess were cut. 
It was a disaster.
  I fear we may be doing 

something similar with 
rural hospitals. The Green 
Mountain Care Board re-
cently received a report 
that analyzed the costs of 
hospital care in Vermont. 
This study recommends a 
number of changes to the 
services offered by four 
small community hospi-
tals. Some of these rec-
ommendations are quite 
drastic. Gifford Medical 
Center, located in my Town 
of Randolph, is one of those 
hospitals. Some of the pro-
posed changes to its op-
erations would have large, 
negative effects that would 
ripple out far beyond the 
institution. It is not enough 
to measure a hospital sim-
ply by how efficient and 
cost effective it is in deliv-
ering care. There are many 
individual patient, local 
community, and regional 
benefits that would be lost 
with the elimination of the 
services suggested.
  When we do examine 

these relatively easy-to-cal-
culate financial measures, 
however, we should make 
sure we get it right. The 
report is centered on mak-
ing the case that hospital 
costs are increasing faster 
than our ability to pay for 

them. It contains side-by-
side charts showing me-
dian household income in 
Vermont increasing 22% 
between 2018 and 2022, 
and hospital costs increas-
ing 38% between 2018 and 
2024. Do you see the prob-
lem? Those charts don’t 
cover the same time inter-
vals. The second one covers 
two additional years. If you 
instead calculate the in-
crease in hospital costs for 
the interval between 2018 
and 2022, it comes out to 
22% – the same as the in-
crease in income. There are 
other problems with how 
the consultants presented 
the data in the report, but 
this example is the most 
blatant and easiest to de-
scribe. These misrepresen-
tations undermine my con-
fidence in the entire report. 
It’s as if they started with 
their conclusions, and then 
figured out how to support 
them.
  The Agency of Human 

Services will decide on the 
next steps. I urge AHS to 
keep in mind the broader 
effects of the proposed 
changes, take a critical look 
at the data in the report, 
and closely examine the 
premises upon which the 
report’s recommendations 
are based.

Sincerely,
Larry Satcowitz
Representative, Orange-

Washington-Addison Dis-
trict
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obituaries

OBITUARIES: 
A basic 200-word obituary is $75, and $0.50 per word 

thereafter. A black and white photo is an additional 
$10. Email to editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday 
at 12 p.m.
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PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – Jea-
nette V. Angers, 94, of Per-
kinsville, Vt., passed away at 
the Gill Odd Fellows Home 
in Ludlow on Thursday, Oct. 
31, 2024. She was born to 
Raymond and Violet (Batch-
elder) Buxton in St. Johns-
bury, Vt., on June 4, 1930.
  Jeanette spent much of her 

time as an adult raising her 
10 children. She also worked 
as a grocery clerk at Grand 
Union for 25 years.
  She loved to travel, some of 

those highlights were to Eu-
rope, the Western U.S., and 
Alaska. She enjoyed spend-
ing time outside hiking, 
camping, and fishing. Bingo 
was also a favorite pastime, 
as well as spending time with 
all her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.
  Jeanette is survived by 

her children Sharon Tucker 
(Glen), Leslie “Pat” Bobar 
(Arlan), Rodney Nathan 
Austin Jr. (Tina), Pamela 
Gordon, Charles Austin, 
Raymond Austin, Jeanette 
Austin, and Gretchen Aus-
tin Ward (Roger); two sons-
in-law Steven Simonds and 

Robert Westney; sisters Sally 
Buxton and Linda Bergeron 
(Victor); many grandchil-
dren; and many more great-
grandchildren.
  She is predeceased by her 

husband Edward Angers; 
daughters Melody Simonds 
and Heather Westney; son-
in-law Frank Gordon; and 
many siblings.
  A graveside service will 

be held Nov. 8, at 1 p.m., at 
the Oakland Cemetery in 
Springfield, Vt.
  Davis Memorial Chapel is 

assisting with the arrange-
ments.

Jeanette Angers, 1930-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Olavene L. “Olie” Haas, 
95, formerly of Springfield, 
passed away on Oct. 30, 
2024, at the home of her 
daughter in Pennsylvania. 
Olie was born in Spring-
field on Jan. 31, 1929, the 
daughter of Arthur and 
Margaret (Felch) Robin-
son, and graduated from 
Springfield High School. 
She married Harold Haas 
on Oct. 15, 1949.
  For many years, Olie 

worked for the State of Ver-
mont as a claim’s taker at 
the Springfield Unemploy-
ment Office. Olie and Har-
old enjoyed camping and 
taking trips to Maine. After 
Harold’s passing in 1993, 
she enjoyed reading, knit-
ting, antiquing, yard sales, 
volunteer work, and trips 
with the Springfield Senior 
Center.
  Olie had a kind and loving 

heart, and could always be 
counted on to help others. 
She was often found driv-
ing friends and neighbors 
to work, appointments, or 
to run errands. She loved 
having her family gather at 
the Haas home, especially 
for the holidays.
  Olavene was predeceased 

by her husband Harold, sis-
ter Arlene Veysey, nephew 

Duane Veysey, and niece 
Euleta Veysey. She is sur-
vived by her daughter Lu-
anne Bailey of Cresco, Pa.; 
nephew Brent Veysey of 
Quincy, Mich., and several 
great-nephews and great-
nieces, cousins, and their 
families.
  A memorial service will 

be held on Thursday, Nov. 
7, at 11 a.m., at the Oakland 
Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made 
in Olie’s memory to the 
Springfield Senior Center, 
139 Main Street, Spring-
field, VT 05156; or to St. 
Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105. Da-
vis Memorial Chapel in 
Springfield is assisting with 
arrangements.

Olavene Haas, 1929-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WESTON, Vt. – Judi 
Foster Jacobsen grew up 
on Holden Hill Farm in 
Weston, Vt., but spent most 
of her life in Lake Tahoe 
and Smith Valley, Nev. She 
passed away on Sept. 29, 
2024, from the effects of a 
stroke.
  Judi was born on Oct. 

8, 1945, firstborn child of 
Charlie and Betty (Waite) 
Foster. Her childhood 
on Holden Hill Farm in 
Weston was one of being 
part of a large family of 
siblings, and an extended 
family that lived nearby, 
and where every birthday 
and holiday was celebrated 
together. Judi was a sixth-
generation Vermonter.
  Judi was cherished by 

her Vermont and Nevada 
families. They all admired 
her for her beauty, generos-
ity, love of music and danc-
ing, gambling, and a nice 
glass of wine. She was also 
known in Vermont as an 
expert skier. Her love for 
skiing eventually led her to 
go on a spring skiing trip 
“out west” in 1970, where 
she found Lake Tahoe and 
spent many years there ski-
ing and working at Harvey’s 
Casino. She never returned 
to Vermont to live, but 
made many trips home to 
Weston to visit friends and 
family and to get her fill of 
whole belly fried clams.
  Later on, she met and 

married the love of her life, 
Ben Jacobsen, to whom she 
was married for more than 
40 years. They built a life 
together in Gardnerville 
and Wellington/Smith Val-
ley, Nev., raising strawber-
ries and alfalfa, as well as 
breeding and raising thor-
oughbred horses on their 
large farm. Judi also owned 
Smith Valley Real Estate, 
and became a well-known 
figure in the valley. Ben and 
Judi were rarely apart from 
one another, and had won-

derful times through the 
years in their second homes 
in Hawaii, then in Arizona. 
Mostly though, they loved 
their community of Smith 
Valley and their many close 
friends there.
  Judi belonged to, and 

was a driving force in, the 
Cowboy Church, the So-
roptimist Club, the Red 
Hats, the Rotary Club, and 
Student of the Month – all 
in Smith Valley.
  Judi is survived by her 

husband Ben Jacobsen; 
his daughter Erin Jacob-
sen; son Chris Jacobsen 
and wife Karyn; along 
with grandchildren Quinn, 
Ryan, and Ian Jacobsen; 
and four great-grandchil-
dren. They all knew her as 
Mom and Gramma. She is 
also survived in Vermont 
by sisters Nancy Angel 
and Joanne Prouty with 
husband Ron, and brother 
Bruce Foster. Judi’s nieces 
and nephew are Megan 
Tifft, Catherine and John 
Angel, Alyssa Prouty, Jill 
Prouty Coombs and hus-
band Brent (Caroline and 
Georgia), Lucy Prouty and 
partner Cory Sweitzer, and 
Nicole Foster and Allison 
Foster (Azailya). She was 
predeceased by her beloved 
sister Kathy Foster Ahlers, 
niece Molly Whiting Tifft, 
and her never-forgotten 
mother and father.
  A memorial gathering on 

Holden Hill will be held in 
the near future.

Judith Jacobsen, 1945-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LONDONDERRY, Vt. –
John Morse, 83, passed away 
peacefully at home on Oct. 
30, 2024, surrounded by his 
family. He was born on May 
17, 1941, in Cambridge, 
Mass., to the late John and 
Mary (McDonnell) Morse.
  John grew up in Portland, 

Maine, graduating from 
Cheverus High School, 
Class of 1960. He then re-
ceived his teaching degree 
from Lyndon State Col-
lege in Lyndonville, Vt., in 
1964. During his years at 
Lyndon, John met his love, 
Rita Fairbrother. The col-
lege sweethearts married 
Dec. 12, 1964, and have two 
children, Christopher and 
Colleen.
  John began his teaching 

career at Central School in 
South Londonderry, and 
then afterwards at Flood 
Brook Elementary School in 
Londonderry. His passion 
for history was shared by 
generations of students over 
a timespan of 33 years. John 
was always willing to lend a 
hand as a mentor, bus driver, 
custodian, and advisor, and 
coached numerous sports 
teams. John’s achievements 
were recognized in 1985 by 
the University of Vermont 
honoring him “Outstand-
ing Vermont Teacher.” This 
award was very gratifying, 
as it was voted on by his 
peers.
  John retired from the 

classroom in 1997, but re-
mained at the school in a 
custodial position until full 
retirement in 2008. When 
John was not teaching, his 
passions were spending 
time with his family, and 
helping on the Fairbrother 
Farm in Fairlee, Vt. He was 
an avid sports fan, and en-
joyed travelling the back 
roads throughout New 

England. Everywhere John 
went, someone always rec-
ognized him, saying, “Hi, 
Mr. Morse.”
  John was predeceased by 

his sisters Joan Bragdon and 
Helen Clonan.
  John is survived by his 

wife Rita; their son Chris-
topher Morse of Windham; 
their daughter Colleen 
Edgecomb and her husband 
Michael of Northwood, 
N.H.; four grandchildren 
Jacob, Taylor, Megan, and 
Caleb of Northwood, N.H.; 
and many nieces and neph-
ews.
  The family would like to 

extend sincere thanks and 
gratitude to the VNH Hos-
pice team for their special-
ized care. Their compassion 
and support were flawless.
  A memorial service will 

be held at the Second Con-
gregational Church in Lon-
donderry, Vt., on Nov. 16, 
at 2 p.m. A Celebration of 
Life will follow the service 
at Flood Brook Elemen-
tary School. There will be a 
private burial at Post Mills 
Cemetery.
  In lieu of flowers, please 

make donations in John’s 
honor to the Londonderry 
Volunteer Rescue Squad or 
Alzheimer’s Foundation of 
America.

John Morse, 1941-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
Dorothy Ella (Clark) Bur-
ton Pease, 100, passed away 
Nov. 1, 2024. She was born 
Sept. 3, 1924, in Springfield, 
Vt., daughter of Lauren El-
mer and Charlotte (Ren-
aud) Clark.
  She attended Spring-

field schools, and gradu-
ated from Springfield High 
School, Class of 1942. She 
also attended nursing train-
ing school. She worked as 
a wire inspector for more 
than 35 years at Jones and 
Lamson.
  She was a member of the 

North Springfield Baptist 
Church and the Springfield 
Elks Emblem Club. She was 
an avid Red Sox fan.
  Dottie’s larger-than-life 

smile and love that she 
showed to all will be missed 
by many.
  Dorothy is survived by 

son William Burton (Rit-
va) of Springfield, Vt., and 
daughter Brenda Bingham 
(Robert) of Windham, Vt.
She is predeceased by 

husbands Wendall Bur-
ton, Harland Miles, and 
Dwight Pease; siblings Rob-

ert Clark, Roger Clark, Lu-
ther Clark, Norman Clark, 
Doris Turco, Evelyn Car-
ley, Eleanor Swanson, and 
Elizabeth Babson; grand-
children Todd Bingham, Jed 
Bingham, and Laura Burton 
(Dottie’s only granddaugh-
ter); and by many nieces 
and nephews. The family 
wants to thank the staff at 
Genesis and Bayada Hos-
pice Care for the love and 
attention that they gave 
Dottie.
  A graveside service will 

be held on Saturday, Nov. 
9, at 11 a.m., at the Oakland 
Cemetery in Springfield, Vt.

Dorothy Pease, 1924-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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After School Program (ASP) Director

Two Rivers Supervisory Union has an opening for the After 
School Program (ASP) Director. The ASP Director is respon-
sible for planning, maintaining funding and executing the 
program. Responsible for the supervision of ASP Site Coor-
dinators, staff, and daily operations. For more information or 
to apply please go to School Spring Job ID: 4829947.

 TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN NH
We’re Hiring! Join Our Team Today!

Looking for a career with great Pay & Benefits?  Look no 
further! Come work for the Town of Charlestown!

We’re seeking motivated, passionate individuals to join our 
team. With competitive pay, excellent health and dental 
benefits, retirement plans, and more, this is more than just a 
job—it’s your future!

Positions Available:
Water/Waste Water Licensed Superintendent
FT & PT Police Officers
Highway Dept. Driver/Equipment Operator/Laborer
Transfer Station Attendant
Cemetery Sexton

Don’t miss out! Start your career with us today.
Apply now and take the first step toward a brighter tomorrow! 

For more information Visit www.charlestown-nh.gov, 
click on Volunteer & Employment.

Application available on the website or come in to the Town 
Office at 233 Main St. Charlestown NH

TOWN OF WESTON ROAD CREW
The Town of Weston seeks to add full-time and part-time, 
year-round member to our Road Crew. Candidates are 
required to hold a VT Driver’s License and a valid CDL and 
participate in drug/alcohol testing.

Mail or return your resume to: Town of Weston PO Box 98 
Weston VT 05161 or drop off at the Town Office.  You can 
also email the application to selectboard@westonvt.org  Ap-
plications will be reviewed as received with the position open 
until filled. The Town of Weston is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

Town Of Weston   
PO Box 98 

Weston, VT 05161
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR PAINTING ANNEX 

BUILDING (THE LITTLE SCHOOL) OUTSIDE

The Town of Weston is requesting bids to paint two outside 
walls of The Little School located on 8 Lawrence Hill Rd 
Weston, VT 05161 

• Please visit the Town of Weston Scope of Work at www.
westonvt.org

Proposals may be sent to Shawna Batogowski, Selectboard 
Administrative Assistant at selectboard@westonvt.org  or 
mailed with a postmark date no later than March 31, 2025 
addressed to: Town of Weston Selectboard PO Box 98, 
Weston VT 05161 Attn: Annex Painting 

All proposals will be opened at the Selectboard meeting 
scheduled on April 8th, 2025

The Town of Weston reserves the right to withdraw this Re-
quest for Proposals, to accept or reject any or all proposals 
in part or in their entirety.

The Town of Weston is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

CHURCH SERVICES: We run Church Services on an 
alternating schedule. Subject to space. 

NOV. 8 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – On Friday, 
Nov. 8, at 9:30 a.m., at 
the Ludlow Elementary 
School gym, please join 
Ballard-Hobart American 
Legion Family Post 36, 
the students of Ludlow 
Elementary School, Mount 
Holly Elementary, and the 
Expeditionary School at 
Black River, for a Veterans 
Day assembly, as they come 
together with the community 
to honor our brave men and 
women of the armed forces. 
Doors open at 9:10 a.m.

WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, 
Vt. – On Friday, Nov. 8, 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m., at 
the Briggs Opera House, 
5 South Main Street, JAM 
welcomes the public to join 
this interactive Supreme 
Court oral arguments 
simulation in which you, the 
audience, will decide the 
case. Discussion about this 
case, larger issues of free 
speech and social media 
it raises, and the workings 
of the U.S. Supreme court 
will follow. Presented in 
partnership with Vermont 
Law and Graduate School 
and Lebanon High School, 
this event is free, open to the 
public, and will be recorded 
by JAM. Please RSVP at 
www.uvjam.org/event/the-
united-states-vs-tiktok.

NOV. 9 –
N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
North School Preservation 
Society , 5 School Street, 
will hold a holiday sale and 
fundraiser on Saturday, Nov. 
9, from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., rain 
or shine. The sale will feature 
holiday decorations and 
other holiday-related items.

WESTON, Vt. – The annual 
Weston Rod & Gun Club 
Game Supper will be held 
on Saturday, Nov. 9, at 5 
p.m. Kids under 8 eat for 
half price. Takeout orders 
will be available by calling 
802-824-6824 from 12-5 
p.m. that day. The Weston 
Rod & Gun Club is located 
at 982 Route 100, one mile 
north of Weston.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
There will be a Harvest/
Costume Dance at the 
Charlestown Senior Center, 
featuring the Silvertones, 
on Saturday, Nov. 9, from 
3-5 p.m. Let’s have fun and 
come in costumes. There 
is a small cover charge. 
There will be door prizes 
and refreshments available. 
Please plan to come and join 
in the fun.

NOV. 11 –
PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – The 
Horses for Hope Open 
Barn for veterans, fi rst 
responders, and their 
family and friends, will be 
held on Monday, Nov. 11, 
from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., at 
295 Cascade Falls Road in 
Perkinsville, Vt. There will be 
horse connection sessions 
at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
for attendees to meet and 
groom horses who help in 
the healing of PTSD and 
addictions. There will also 
be a birds nest walk, and 
attendees can make bird 
feeder cones. Snacks will 
be provided, and door 
prizes will be awarded. 
For more information call 
802-738-6219, or email 
ascutneymtnhorsefarm@
gmail.com. 

NOV. 13 – 
BRATTLEBORO, Vt. – As part 
of the 10th annual global 
Rich Earth Summit, Rich 
Earth Institute will host a free 
open house at its Brattleboro 
Research Center on Nov. 
13, from 4-5 p.m. The Rich 
Earth Summit is a global 
gathering dedicated to 
advancing urine reclamation 
to create sustainable and 
just nutrient cycles. The open 
house will provide a unique 
opportunity for both summit 
attendees and the local 
community to learn more 
about the institute’s research 
and community-scale 
demonstration program.

NOV. 14 –
PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Thursday, Nov. 14, at 6 
p.m., Damien Costello 
presents “That the People 
May Live: The Life and 
Legacy of Nicholas Black 
Elk” at the Cavendish 
Fletcher Community Library, 
573 Main Street. Costello 
explores the life and legacy 
of Nicholas Black Elk, the 
Lakota holy man made 
famous by the book “Black 
Elk Speaks.” This event is 
free, and recommended for 
those aged 10 and older.

SUNDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Six Loose 

Ladies hosts Odd Bobbins 
Spinners the second Sunday 
of each month from 1-4 
p.m. at their location on the 
Common in Chester.

MONDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Leslie’s Tavern, 660 
Rockingham Road, Bellows 
Falls, Vt., holds cooking 
classes two Mondays per 
month, from 6-8 p.m. 
Classes cover a wide range 
of topics from fi sh cookery 
to vegetarian cookery, 
including recipes and 
techniques to easily create 
new and exciting dishes 
to impress your friends 
and family. For full details 
and schedule, visit www.
lesliestavern.com/cooking-
classes.

WALPOLE, N.H. – Meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous on 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in St. 
John’s Parish Hall, Walpole.

TUESDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Come check out TOPS – 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 
We are a nonjudgmental, 
affordable, and supportive 
weight loss group. The fi rst 
visit is free. All are welcome; 
youth must be at least 9 to 
attend and have parental 
permission. Meetings are 

every Tuesday at 25 Cherry 
Hill in Bellows Falls. Weigh-
ins start at 5 p.m. 

WEDNESDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Cardio 
& Sculpt, Wednesdays at 
9:30 a.m. at the Spring 
House at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Aqua 
Sculpt, Wednesdays at 
10:35 a.m. at the Spring 
House at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

THURSDAYS –
TYSON, Vt. – The Tyson 
Ladies Aid Library 
Association meets the fi rst 
Thursday of each month, 
typically at the Tyson Library. 
Lunch is served at 11:30 
a.m. and meetings start 
at noon. New potential 
members are always 
welcome. Please call Janine 
Norman at 802-228-8764 
for more information or to 
verify meeting location.

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Support group for parents 
of pregnancy and infant 
loss on the fi rst Thursday of 
the month, from 6-7 p.m., 
at Springfi eld Area Parent 
Child Center, 6 Main Street 

in North Springfi eld. For 
details or to register, email 
dominiquer@sapcc-vt.org 
or call 802-886-5242 ext. 
258.

FRIDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Fridays from 11 a.m. – 12 
p.m., John Bohannon will 
teach tai chi and qi gong at 
the Rockingham Library in 
Bellows Falls, Vt. No special 
equipment or clothing is 
required.

SATURDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Edgar May Health and 
Recreation Center offers 
Springfi eld residents the 
opportunity to come for a 
free swim every Saturday, 
from 1-3 p.m. Participants 
may need to show proof 
of Springfi eld residency. 
For more information, call 
802-885-2568, email info@
edgarmay.org, or visit www.
edgarmay.org.

DAILY –
REGION – If you want to 
drink that’s your business, 
but if you want to stop, that’s 
ours. Contact Alcoholics 
Anonymous at www.aavt.
org or call your local hotline 
at 802-802-2288 and join a 
meeting. 

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
First Baptist Church of Bellows Falls, 9 Church St.
Traditional Baptist Services held Sunday mornings at 10 
a.m. Handicap accessible. 802-463-3220. 

Immanuel Episcopal Church, 20 Church St.
Services are held most Sundays at 10 a.m., in person. 
Please join us. All are welcome. For more information 
go to Facebook @ImmanuelEppiscopalChurch or to our 

website www.immanuelepiscopal.org.

CHESTER, VT.
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 313 Main St.
Services are on Wednesdays, from 5:30-6 p.m.; and 
on Sundays, from 10-11:30 a.m., both in person and 
by Zoom, followed by coffee hour. All are welcome. 
Handicapped accessible. For a link to the Zoom service 
or more information about services and events, please 
visit www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org.

LUDLOW, VT.
United Church of Ludlow (UCC and Methodist), 48 
Pleasant St.
Sunday services are held in person and streamed 
online at 10 a.m. Email unitedchurch@tds.net for more 
information. Visit www.unitedchurch.us to receive 
updates on services and meetings.

MOUNT HOLLY, VT.
Village Baptist Church, 32 Church St.
We welcome all to come and worship with us Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. For more information, call 802-259-2440.

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, 90 Park St. 
Sunday Liturgy is 9:30 a.m. and Saturday vespers at 5 
p.m. For more information, call 802-885-2615 or Parish 
Council President Thomas Barton at 802-263-5719.

First Congregational Church, UCC, 77 Main St.
Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in person. Singing 
is encouraged! For more information, call 802-885-
5728, email fccucc@vermontel.net, or go to www.
fi rstchurchspringfi eld.org.

Unitarian Universalist Church, 21 Fairground Rd.
Sunday Services are at 10 a.m., in person and on Zoom. 
For more information, go to www.uuspringfi eldvt.org.

WALPOLE, N.H.
First Congregational Church of Walpole UCC, 15 
Washington Sq.
Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary, or via 
Zoom. For Zoom links, please call 603-756-4075. For 
more information, go to www.walpolenhucc.org or www.
facebook.com/FirstCongregationalWalpoleNH.
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Town of Westminster  
P.O. BOX 147 WESTMINSTER, VT 05158 
Tel. 802-722- 4524 Fax 802-722-9816 
 
 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD (DRB) 
 

WESTMINSTER TOWN HALL  
 Westminster, Vermont 

 

Legal Notice 
 
The Westminster Development Review Board will meet at 6:00 pm on Monday, December 2, 2024 to consider 
the following: 
 
 
 
 
Application # 25-28 Application #25-28 David Gorham (Owner & Applicant) – property 

located at 7752 US Route 5. The Applicant is requesting a Lot Line 
Adjustment. This Application will be reviewed under Section 311 Site 
Plan Review, Section 444 Commercial/Industrial District; and 
Section 215 Zoning Permit Procedures of the adopted 2017 Zoning 
Bylaws 

 
 

Application # 25-29 Application #25-29 Anthony Vastola (Owner & Applicant) property 
located at 543 Daigel Road. The Applicant is requesting a Change of 
Use; from a barn to a residence. Application will be reviewed under 
Section 311 Site Plan Review; Section 447 Rural Residential 
District; and Section 215 Zoning Permit Procedures of the adopted 
2017 Zoning Bylaws. 

 
 
Participation in the proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to make any subsequent appeals.  
 
The application is available for review in the Westminster Town Hall, 3651 US Route 5 Westminster, Vermont 
05158, Monday – Thursday from 7:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
TAXPAYER NOTICE

The second quarter installment of the 2024-2025 Town & 
Town School District Taxes is due and payable November 15, 
2024.  Payments can be made as follows:
• In person or through the mail.
• Dropped into our mail slot located in the white door that 
faces Main Street or into the mail slot located in the door on 
the second floor at the top of the outside stairs.  
• Electronically on the town’s website at https://springfieldvt.
gov. A fee is charged for this method of payment.
Payment receipts available in person or by including a 
stamped self-addressed return envelope or an email address.  
Town Hall is open M-F 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Barbara A. 
Courchesne, Treasurer, CVT

BARTENDER

Opening: Experienced Vermont Licensed 
Bartender. Includes weekend shift and events, 

operate POS system, and daily financials. 
Setup the hall rentals, events, inventory liquor, 
rip tickets, food items, and paper supplies. In 
charge of cleanup and complete closing shift 

responsibility and duties as needed. 

Applications to American Legion, Post 37, 
42 Rockingham St., Bellows Falls, Vt. Leave in 

sealed envelope c/o Pete Squires - Commander. 

CLEAN OUTS
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – EZ-Dump 
Enterprises is available for home/
apartment/storage clean outs and 
disposal, and all other junk removal 
in the Windham and Windsor 
counties. Call 802-376-1168 or 
email ezdump.bl@gmail.com. 

HELP 
WANTED
LUDLOW, Vt. – DCI Concepts 
is now hiring experienced lead 
and general carpenters. Call 
802-461-3573.

Dear Editor,

  Having grown up on 
a small dairy farm in 
western Pennsylvania, 
I enthusiastically agree 
with Stu Lindberg that 
we should milk cows. 
But that’s about all I can 
agree with him on. I’ll 
stick to two issues in-
volving science: the Co-
vid vaccine and climate 
change.
  Mr. Lindberg asks, 

“Which candidates will 
genuinely seek solu-
tions to address the 
opioid epidemic?” In 
the past Mr. Lindberg 
has denigrated the Co-
vid vaccine. In the June 
7, 2022, edition of the 
VTDigger, he made 
egregious statements 
about the numbers of 
deaths from the vaccine, 
misinterpreting FDA 
statistics on adverse 
events attributed to it. 

His purpose was to make 
the vaccine look danger-
ous, which it is not. I’m 
sure many Vermont Re-
publicans disagree with 
Mr. Lindberg on this, but 
if they do agree with him, 
they will discard the single 
most effective weapon 
against Covid, its vaccine.
  Mr. Lindberg also asks, 

“Which candidates will 
preserve Vermont’s natural 
environment, instead of 
shilling for the corporate 
lobbyists in the alterna-
tive energy industry?” I’ll 
skip over the fact that Mr. 
Lindberg is “shilling for 
the corporate lobbyists” in 
the oil industry, that is, his 
employers. However, he 
enthusiastically endorses 
all Republican candidates. 
Note that, according to his 
website, Gov. Scott knows 
that “climate change poses 
a significant threat to our 
planet.” That’s one reason 
I, a Democrat, vote for 
him.
  One Republican candi-

date in Vermont endorsed 
by Mr. Lindberg is Keith 
Stern, running for state 
representative for Wind-
sor-3 and endorsed by 

Dear Editor,

  The 2024 Warm Hands 
Warm Hearts Commit-
tee would like to thank 
you for placing our free 
warm clothing event, in 
its 17th year, in your pa-
per. Much appreciated.
  First and foremost, 

thanks to the First 
Baptist Church of 
Chester,Vt., Pastor Matt, 
Crystal in the office, and 
Glen, for their help; to 
the congregation for 
their many clothing do-
nations, and allowing 
us to use the building to 
hold this free coat drive; 

and to Chester-Andover 
Family Center and Thrift 
Shop manager Mike for 
storing and giving the first 
load of coats and clothing.
  We also would like to 

thank the many businesses 
for their contributions, and 
those that allowed a bin 
for collection in their busi-
nesses.
  Thanks to the many who 

brought in bags of coats, 
blankets, pants, and shirts, 
crochet and knitted handi-
work, and winter wear; to 
area churches, The Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Unit 

67, and private donors 
who gave wrapped snacks 
and juice drinks for our 
free snack bags; to Smitty’s 
Chester Market, Chester 
Sunoco, and Chester Hard-
ware for the many bags 
needed; and to Spring Hill 
Farm, and Smitty’s Chester 
Market, for apples and or-
anges.
  This thank-you could 

go on and on. I’m sure I 
will miss someone. Please 
know if you did anything 
to help put this event in 
motion, your part was im-
portant.

  An enormous thank-you 
to the many who showed 
up throughout the week 
to set up, sort, and fold 
clothes, and take down the 
hall in one day.
  To Randy Miles, Sean 

Snyder, and son Ian from 
the Boy Scout Shed, who 
helped bag and cart all the 
extra clothing away.
  Every part that helped 

was important to putting 
this free event on.

Thank you,
The 2024 Warm Hands 

Warm Hearts Committee

Mr. Lindberg. He, like 
Mr. Lindberg, appears to 
have no significant educa-
tion or work experience 
in any branch of science. 
Still, Mr. Stern confidently 
answered a question on 
climate change in the VT-
Digger’s election guide by 
saying, “The legislators 
have gone off the rails to 
try and fix a nonexistent 
problem.” In The Ches-
ter Telegraph on Oct. 23, 
2024, at 8:52 a.m., after 
an inane statement about 
climate change, he com-
ments that “When a No-
bel-winning scientist puts 
his reputation on the line 

to state that humans have 
no effect on the climate, I 
am listening.” Maybe Mr. 
Stern should look at the 
website for National Acad-
emies of Sciences, which 
unequivocally points to 
human activity as causing 
climate change. He should 
note that this highly re-
garded organization has 
among its 3,000 or so 
members 200 Nobel Prize 
winners who obviously 
endorse this fact. Maybe 
Mr. Stern should do a little 
more “research.”

Paid for by Kem Phillips
Cavendish, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  “On Oct. 12, Ludlow Ro-
tary Club held its 33rd an-
nual Chili Cook-off.” This 
is the introduction to an 
Okemo Valley TV video 
where one of the partici-
pants is featured receiving 
an award for his chili in 
the spiciest category (see 
at 4 minutes, 58 seconds). 
No surprise, the name of 
his chili was “Reactor No. 
4”, same as last year. Once 
more this mysterious 
name for chili appeared 
in the video, zoomed in 
at 3 minutes, 33 seconds. 
If you google “reactor 4,” 
here is what comes up: 
“The Chernobyl disaster 
began on April 26, 1986, 
with the explosion of the 
Number 4 reactor of the 
Chernobyl Nuclear Power 
Plant near the City of Pri-
pyat in northern Ukraine.” 
  Since the winner had 

used the name “Chernob-
yl” in 2022, I do not be-
lieve he did not know the 
origin of the name. Did 
the organizers know? Did 
the interviewer? If not, 
this was the chance to ask 
the winner the question I 
posted to the Ludlow Ro-
tary Club on Oct. 7, 2023, 
“Why did the chef choose 
the name ‘Reactor No. 
4?’” The answer from the 
club was, “Sorry, we don’t 
know.” Don’t you want to 
know? The saga of this 
question had continued on 
Oct. 17, 2023, with my let-
ter to the editor of the Ver-
mont Journal, “LTE Chili 
names reference tragic 
events.” Here are some 

excerpts: “On April 26, 
1986, Chernobyl’s reac-
tor No. 4 melted down 
due to human error and 
released radioactive 
particles into the air, 400 
times more radioactivi-
ty than the atomic bomb 
dropped on Hiroshima. 
Is this why this chili is 
the spiciest? Both were 
horrific tragedies. Liv-
ing witnesses to these 
disasters may not want 
to associate a bowl of 
chili with a disaster they 
lived through. What 
would any sensible per-
son think of chili named 
Three-Mile Island?” 
  My hope is that next 

year’s Chili Cook-off 
organizers would ask 
questions about origins 
of chili names. This year 
they failed. Using the 
name associated with 
tragic events in any 
country is in bad taste. 
It is especially insensi-
tive when it comes to 
Ukraine, as the country 
is bleeding from fight-
ing the Russian inva-
sion. We Americans are 
better than that.

Sincerely,
Svetlana Phillips
Cavendish, Vt.
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yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

30 Day Accountability Coach 
TOM SALMON CPA,MA
Sign up for a Dry Alcohol Free 30 Day Challenge for clarifying 
goals, finances, and healthy living. Receive accountability, 
guidance, and mentorship. Free yourself and start taking the 
productive actions towards the future you wish to create. 

No fee required. A donation of any amount to a local cause or 
organization suggested.

Call or text 802-535-1555 or go to TheFlatTable.com
(04/09/25 - 26)

Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art  Crafts Gifts & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7

Register for Workshops & Shop Online 
www.galleryvault.org

Chinese Calligraphy with Jonathan Root
11/25  $38  (Material Fee: $5.00)

Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends
12/7 $275, includes materials

Painting the Winter Landscape in Watercolor
with Rob O’Brien, 1/11/25  9:30-4  $85

Open Wall: Glistening Wonders
(01/15/25 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restorations on 
up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our clients can 
expect professionalism, proficiency, customer care, and quality. 
Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/20/24 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(11/13/24 - 13)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2025! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(11/06/24 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
10am-6pm. 
(08/13/25 - TFN - 52)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/29/25 - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(11/20/24 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(12/04/24 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(12/18/24)

PUTNEY, Vt. – The NXT 
Gallery is pleased to pres-
ent “Water: Shape and 
Time,” an exhibition of pal-
ladiotypes by photographer 
Nick Ellison. The exhibit 
runs Nov. 16 – Feb. 9, with 
an opening reception on 
Sunday, Nov. 17, from 3-5 
p.m.
  Ellison reminds us that 

time is a critical element 
of photography. From ex-
posure, to development, to 
printing, each step in the 
process is defined by time. 
At each step, time is taken 
to allow the chemical and 
physical processes to create 
the final image. Ellison has 
chosen to have an element 
of water in each photograph 
in this series as a way to de-
pict the passing of time, to 
draw attention to change 
that is often overlooked. He 
is trying to narrow the gaze, 

to focus in on these partic-
ulars, on how time changes 
our view of the environ-
ment, because it’s happen-
ing incrementally, and we 
often don’t have the time to 
notice. But if you pause, as a 
photograph asks you to do, 
you can see that the force 
and power of the water, just 
like time, offers change.
  These images are hand-

made prints using the palla-
dium printing process, and 
are known as palladiotypes. 
This process dates back to 
the early days of photog-
raphy in the 19th century. 
To create the print, a sheet 
of cotton rag paper is sen-
sitized by hand-coating a 
mixture of ferric and palla-
dium salts onto its surface. 
When the coated paper 
has dried, the paper and a 
negative is sandwiched in 
a frame and exposed to 

ultraviolet light. 
When the expo-
sure is complete, 
the print must 
then be developed 
to complete the 
chemical reac-
tion necessary to 
convert the pal-
ladium salts to 
palladium metal, 
which forms the 
image. Since this 
process requires 
the use of ultravi-
olet light, enlarg-
ing is not possible, 
and large-format 
negatives must be 
used. While it is 
possible to create 

NXT Gallery photographs by Nick Ellison
negatives using 
digital methods, 
Ellison only uses 
large-format film 
negatives as a way 
to stay true to this 
historical process, 
and to create a 
deeper connec-
tion to his subjects 
without electronic 
intervention. 
  Ellison is a me-

chanical engineer 
who lives in Put-
ney with his wife 
and daughter. His 
love of photog-
raphy began in 
childhood. His 
interest grew into 

a passion that has led him 
to experiment with many 
different forms. Around 
six years ago, he discovered 
that film photography and 
historical printing process-
es created an escape from 
the ubiquity of electronics, 
while also creating images 
that highlighted the beauty 
of nature.
  The exhibition will con-

tinue through Feb. 9. The 
Next Stage Gallery, located 
at 15 Kimball Hill in Put-
ney, is open during events, 
and by appointment with 
the artist, or by contacting 
Next Stage at info@next-
stagearts.org or 802-451-
0053.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Gallery at the VAULT is 
proud to present a new 
Open Wall show, “Glisten-
ing Wonders.” This show 
includes beautiful paint-
ings, photographs, colored 
pencil, creative sewing, 
aluminum sculpture, and 
digital art and cards. It is 
a real joy to showcase the 
remarkable talents of our 
friends and neighbors. The 
works will be on display un-
til Dec. 26.
  Open Wall is a nonjuried 

show for any artists living in 
a 30-mile radius of Spring-
field. Gallery at the VAULT 
is located at 68 Main Street 
in Springfield, and is  open 
Wednesday and Saturday, 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.; and Friday, 
11 a.m. – 7 p.m. For more 
information, call 802-885-
7111, email galleryvault@
vermontel.net, visit www.
galleryvault.org or the gal-
lery’s Facebook page, or 
stop by the gallery. Gallery 
at the VAULT is handicap 
accessible.

“Glistening Wonders” at the VAULT

“Silent Blue Night” by Kathleen Eames.
PHOTO PROVIDED

A palladiotype by Nick Ellison.
PHOTO PROVIDED



November 06, 2024 | 9The Vermont Journal

arts & entertainment

Come for the Food, Stay for the Fun!

802-228-7797
Kitchen Hours Monday – Friday 4–9pm

Saturday 12–9pm,  Sunday 12-8pm

Monday Open Mic Night at 8:30pm
Tuesday Trivia at 6pm with Rick Davis

Thursday Irish Session with Gypsy Reel at 6:30pm

Matilda and 
Three Bears

Antiques & Gifts

26 The Common
Chester, VT

802-875-6041

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
Sydney Lea will present 
the Osher Lifelong Learn-
ing Institute (OLLI) pro-
gram “Poetry of Vermont 
Landscape” on Tuesday, 
Nov. 12, at 2 p.m., at the 
Nolin-Murray Center, 
next to St. Mary’s Church, 
on Pleasant Street in 
Springfield. 
  Lea, Vermont’s poet 

laureate from 2011-2015, 
will begin with a look at 
our iconic Vermont poet 
Robert Frost, who is very 
much a poet of landscape. 
As we examine how po-
ems express the views of 
traditional agricultural 
hill farms, we’ll also con-
sider the challenge of ex-
pressing changes of the 

landscape implicit in the last 
line of Frost’s “The Oven 
Bird,” “What to make of a 
diminished thing?” With 
discussion and readings of 
Frost and other poets’ work, 
including Lea’s own, we’ll 
hear illustrations of how 
the language of poetry can 
express the environment 
around us.
  Lea is a former Pulitzer fi-

nalist in poetry. In 2021, he 
was presented with the Gov-
ernor’s Award for Excellence 
in the Arts. He has pub-
lished 26 books, both novels 
and poetry collections.
  Sponsored by the Univer-

sity of Vermont, OLLI is run 
by local volunteer members, 
and is geared mainly to-
wards seniors who are 50 

years of age and older. Any-
one who would be interest-
ed in this type of program, 
regardless of their age, is 
welcome. The programs last 
about an hour and a half.
  You may view all of the 

programs by visiting www.
learn.uvm.edu/olli/spring-
field. Preregistration can be 
done online, or by calling 
802-656-8407. If there are 
weather-related changes to 
the schedule, you can check 
the above website on the 
morning of the program.
  The final program of 

the fall semester will be on 
Tuesday, Dec. 3, with Mark 
Breen presenting “In the 
Land of Shadow and Light: 
The Science, Beauty, and 
Nature of Eclipses.”

OLLI presents “Poetry of 
Vermont Landscape”

WESTON, Vt. – Kick off 
the winter season in Weston 
with Weston Theater Com-
pany’s beloved annual 
Winter Cabaret. This fun, 
festive, and tastefully irrev-
erent tradition is sure to get 
you in the holiday spirit – 
and provide enough joy and 
laughter to carry through to 
the new year. Proceeds from 
this event will benefit the 
theater’s ongoing effort to 
bring its free Young Com-
pany tour to towns across 
central and southern Ver-
mont.
  Weston icon David 

Bonanno, last seen on 
Weston’s stage in Season 
88’s productions of “The 
Woman in Black” and “Pip-
pin,” will emcee the show. 

Joining him are former 
Young Company members 
and Weston alumni, and to-
gether they’re bringing you 
an annual tradition – this 
time full of all new skits and 
songs.
  Says Weston Theater 

Company’s executive artis-
tic director Susanna Gellert, 
“We’re thrilled to be pre-
senting our Winter Caba-
ret for its seventh annual 
rendition, and are looking 
forward to sharing this 
wonderful holiday tradition 
with friends, neighbors, and 
visitors to Vermont. As in 
years past, this holiday fa-
vorite will be performed 
as a benefit to support 
Weston’s Young Company. 
We are hard at work prepar-

ing for the 2025 season – 
Weston’s 89th – and one 
of its highlights is sure to 
be our Young Company 
tour, which is free to all 
and enjoyed by children 
and families throughout 
Vermont. By joining us at 
the Winter Cabaret, you 
are helping to ensure that 
we can continue to bring 
this important and fun 
summer show to com-
munities across the state.”
  The event will be held 

on Dec. 6 and 7, at 7:30 
p.m., at Walker Farm. 
Tickets go on sale to the 
general public on Nov. 
13, and can be purchased 
at www.westontheater.
org, or by calling the box 
office at 802-824-5288.

Weston Theater Winter 
Cabaret returns

S . L O N D O N D E R RY, 
Vt. – The Vermont Film 
Festival returns Nov. 14, 
with a showing of “Where 
the Rivers Flow North.” The 
time is 7 p.m., and the venue 
is the Depot, on Route 100 
in South Londonderry.
  Set in 1927, “Where the 

Rivers Flow North” tells the 
story of an old Vermont log-
ger (Rip Torn as Noel Lord) 
and his Native American 
mate (Tantoo Cardinal as 
Bangor) who face the ex-
tinction of their way of life, 
when the building of a gi-
ant hydro dam threatens to 
flood them off their land. 
Lord and Bangor face emo-
tional and physical chal-
lenges as they struggle with 
the power company, un-
forgiving terrain, and their 
quirky relationship.

  The movie also stars Mi-
chael J. Fox, and features 
appearances by Vermont’s 
own Treat Williams, Sam 
Lloyd Jr. and Sr., and Rusty 
DeWees. It was directed by 
noted Vermont filmmaker 
Jay Craven. It was filmed 
in the St. Johnsbury area of 
Vermont’s Northeast King-
dom in 1993.

  The Vermont Fim Festival 
is presented by a consortium 
of the Weston Historical So-
ciety, the Londonderry Arts 
and Historical Society, and 
the Friends of the West Riv-
er Trail. It features movies 
either filmed in Vermont, or 
which attempt to portray it 
though actually filmed else-
where.

“Where the Rivers Flow 
North” to screen
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16 North Main Street  |  Charlestown, NH

Large Variety of 
Menu Items!

Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 
Monday - Friday.   Excludes Holidays

SHRIMP & 
SCALLOPS

BROILED 
OR FRIED

$2000
JR. PRIME 

RIB

$1600

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

All Meals are Served with 
House Salad, Caesar Salad, 

or Veggie of the Day

11:45-9 Mon-Sat and 12-8 Sun
Now Taking Reservations

Call Ron Patch at 802-374-0119

• Antiques
• Early Photographs
• Military: Helmets, 
  Flags, Uniforms, 
  Weapons, Daggers 
  and Bayonets

• Antique Clocks & 
  Clock Parts

• Guns
• Coins
• & More!

Buying:

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Canal Street Art Gallery 
presents the Solo Show 
Program, offering an ex-
hibition schedule of small, 
eight-week-long shows of 
varying sizes open to all art-
ists. Solo shows, formerly 
offered by the gallery only 
to its represented artists, 
are now open to help build 
all artists’ careers. The Solo 
Show Program replaces the 
gallery’s open call group 
shows, mounted several 
times per year since the gal-
lery’s opening in 2017. This 
new programming contin-
ues to support the gallery’s 
mission of offering an open 
space where all creative 
voices may be heard.
  The Solo Show Program 

provides up to 12 flex-
ible spaces. Shows are eight 
weeks long, and open on the 
third Friday of every month 
with a reception for the art-
ists, from 5-8 p.m. Exhibi-
tion fees have an affordable 
range, with a low commis-
sion taken by the gallery 
to process sales. The Solo 
Show Program offers full 
spaces, as well as individual 
walls. Some of the same 
spaces are occupied by the 
Working Artist Program, 
each being available to fill 

as needed. 
  Canal Street Art Gal-

lery’s programming, now 
consisting of the Solo Show 
Program, Working Artist 
Program, and artist rep-
resentation, is inspired by 
owner and director Mike 
Noyes’ time working at 
The Contemporary Art 
Workshop (CAW) in Chi-
cago. CAW was a nonprofit, 
artist-run gallery and com-
munity arts organization 
founded in 1949 by sculp-
tor John Kearney and his 
wife Lynn, as well as artists 
Leon Golub, Cosmo Camp-
oli, Ray Fink, and Al Kwitz. 
CAW supported emerging 
artists by staging solo ex-
hibitions to promote their 
work, and featured Chicago 
and Midwestern, as well as 
national and international, 
artists. In addition, CAW 
hosted community out-
reach programs, offered 
classes and other technical 
assistance, and rented 20 
low-cost studios.
  Submissions for the Solo 

Show Program are taken 
on an ongoing basis. Canal 
Street Art Gallery works 
to give opportunities to all 
artists. Decisions are made 
mainly based on time and 
space. To apply, please visit 

www.canalstreetartgal-
lery.com/exhibition-op-
portunities, and complete 
the artist registration, 
artwork information, and 
email artwork images.
  Canal Street Art Gal-

lery is located at 23 Canal 
Street in historic down-
town Bellows Falls, Vt., 
and is open Tuesday-Sat-
urday, from 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. For more informa-
tion about the Solo Show 
Program or the gallery, 
go to www.canalstree-
tartgallery.com, call 802-
289-0104, or email to 
artinfo@canalstreetart-
gallery.com.

Canal Street Gallery 
Solo Show Program

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next 
Stage Arts presents dy-
namic eight-piece band 
Hazmat Modine on Sat-
urday, Nov. 16, at 7:30 
p.m., at Next Stage Arts, 
15 Kimball Hill in Putney.
  “Hazmat Modine has 

been an influence on a 
generation of musicians 
based in New York. Their 
fans are musicians be-
cause of the virtuosity 
they exhibit,” says Keith 
Marks, executive director 
of Next Stage Arts. “It’s a 
gift to be able to present 
stalwarts of the New York 
music scene. Look up 
‘eclectic’ in the diction-
ary, Hazmat Modine is a 
verb.”
  Hazmat Modine is “a 

uniquely intercontinen-
tal sonic collage encom-
passing a tremendous 
range of instrumental, 
vocal, and conceptual 

originality – all with a lot 
of soul and groove.” This 
dynamic eight-piece band 
has toured and performed 
original songs for more than 
25 years, with genre-defying 
music that is quintessen-
tially New York – vibrant 
international cultures meets 
American roots. Diverse 
backgrounds in gypsy jazz, 
downtown avant garde loft 
music, blues, soul, country, 
rock ‘n’ roll, and roots is 
written and performed by 
musicians whose ages span 
every decade, from their 20s 
to their 70s.
  Unique instrumentation 

matches virtuosic trumpet, 
saxophone, trombone, gui-
tar, tuba, harmonica, drums, 
banjo, and violin, with a fan-
tastical array of folk instru-
ments and guest performers. 
The extraordinary vocals by 
lead Wade Schuman are riv-
eting, rousing, and emotive, 

and his mastery of harmoni-
ca is unparalleled.
  Worldwide performances 

include WOMAD (Eng-
land, Australia, and New 
Zealand), jazz and folk 
festivals of Berlin, Vienna, 
Montreal, Pori, Cambridge, 
Vancouver, and Calgary, 
FMM Sines, and Live on 
BBC 3. They have toured 
from China to Brazil, Mex-
ico, Russia, India, Malaysia, 
central Asia, and across Eu-
rope. Musical collaborators 
have included The Kronos 
Quartet, Gangbé Brass Band 
(Benin), Natalie Merchant, 
Son of Dave, Tuva’s Huun-
Huur-Tu and Alash, and 
Balla Kouyate (Mali). They 
have written for Japanese 
television, Wim Wenders’ 
film “Pina”, and the Nobel 
Laureates 75th Anniversary. 
Their newest album, “Bon-
fire,” was released in May 
2023.

Next Stage presents 
Hazmat Modine

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Guitarist, composer, and 
producer David Becker 
is one of the most highly 
regarded jazz musicians 
working today, combin-
ing diverse influences and 
a passion for the new and 
different – playing for the 
present, with an eye on 
the past and future. He has 
notched up accolades over 

the past four decades, shar-
ing stages with Miles Davis, 
Chick Corea, and Michael 
Brecker, to name a few, 
and collaborating with Pat 
Metheney, John Abercrom-
bie, Mike Stern, and more.
  Becker has performed 

at some of the world’s 
most prestigious venues, 
including London’s Bar-
bican Centre, Rotterdam’s 

De Doelen, and Madison 
Square Garden and Bird-
land in New York, as well 
as international festivals 
including Monterey Jazz 
Festival, Buenos Aires Jazz 
Festival, Attila Zoller Fes-
tival, and more. He has 
released 20 albums, many 
topping the jazz and con-
temporary music charts.
  In addition to Grammy 

and Emmy nominations, 
Heritage guitars introduced 
a David Becker Signature 

Model at the 2015 Winter 
NAMM Show, and Home-
stead Guitars debuted his 
signature acoustic in 2020. 
Sheptone produces David 
Becker Signature Strings.
  In 2021, during the pan-

demic, Becker taped a se-
ries for the Space Channel 
called “Planets” – a trip 
around the solar system 
with music for each planet. 
He will be performing ex-
cerpts from this program, 
with stunning artwork 
from the series projected 
onto a large screen.
  He’s been selling out the-

aters in Japan, Germany, 
Italy, New Zealand, and 
America, but also loves an 
intimate audience. That’s 
where Stage 33 Live’s 40 
seats come in. Becker will 
perform his solo show 
“Planets” on Saturday, 
Nov. 23 – a captivating au-
diovisual expedition with 
projections of the cosmos 
enhancing his composi-
tions and improvisations, 
a celestial odyssey aboard 
a transcendent spacecraft 
through the sounds, en-
ergy, and mystery of the 
planets of our solar system.
  Tickets can be purchased 

in advance through www.
stage33live.com, or at the 
door subject to availability; 
advance tickets guaran-
tee entry. Only 40 tickets 
will be sold. The perfor-
mance will be recorded and 
filmed.

David 
Becker 
at Stage 33 Live

David Becker.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151
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15 Barker St.
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Tel: 802-460-3479
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UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring
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WALPOLE, N.H –
Make your biodiversity 
dreams a reality. The 
Cheshire County Con-
servation District 
(CCCD) is excited to an-
nounce the 2025 round 
of the Conservation Op-
portunity Fund. This 
grant provides up to 
$1,500 for wildlife habi-
tat improvement proj-
ects in Cheshire County, 
N.H.
  CCCD seeks propos-

als from landowners 
and stewards of small 
tracts of land 25 acres or 
fewer who are interested 
in making a meaning-
ful long-term impact on 
wildlife habitat and bio-
diversity. Eligible appli-
cants include individu-
als, businesses, farmers, 
and/or forestland own-
ers.
  Past funded projects 

include the installation 

of native pollinator habitat, 
rain gardens, vegetated buf-
fers along surface waters, 
early successional habi-
tat creation/maintenance, 
forest management for 
wildlife, and conversion 
of lawns or fields to native 
plant landscapes. Other 
projects which benefit na-
tive wildlife habitat may be 
considered.
  Grant information, 2025 

application, project re-
sources, and more can be 
found on CCCD’s website 
at www.cheshireconserva-
tion.org/cof.
  There will be an optional 

virtual informational ses-
sion for interested appli-
cants on Thursday, Dec. 12, 
at 6 p.m., on Zoom. Regis-
ter at www.cheshireconser-
vation.org/event-details/
conservation-opportunity-
fund-informational-ses-
sion.
  Completed applications 

are due to the CCCD no lat-
er than Feb. 1, 2025, and can 
be submitted digitally or by 
mail. Applications must be 
postmarked or received 
by email by the due date. 
Proposals can be mailed to 
Conservation Opportunity 
Fund, Cheshire County 
Conservation District, 11 
Industrial Park Drive, Wal-
pole, NH 03608, or emailed 
to info@cheshireconserva-
tion.org
  Successful grant appli-

cants will be notified of 
award by March 15, 2025.
  The Conservation Op-

portunity Fund is a grant 
program that is privately 
funded and administered 
by the Cheshire County 
Conservation District. For 
further information, and 
to discuss project propos-
als, contact Benee Hershon 
at 802-518-0993 or benee@
cheshireconservation.org.
  The Cheshire County 

Conservation District pro-
motes the conservation 
and responsible use of our 
natural and agricultural 
resources for the people of 
Cheshire County by pro-
viding technical, financial, 
and educational assistance. 
Our goal is to encourage 
the stewardship of healthy 
soils, productive ecologi-
cally sound farms, diverse 
wildlife, productive sus-
tainable forests, healthy wa-
tersheds, and clean water, to 
ensure those resources are 
available for future genera-
tions. Established in 1945, 
the Conservation Dis-
trict operates out of Wal-
pole, N.H., where we work 
alongside the USDA Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service and other conserva-
tion partners. For more in-
formation, contact Amanda 
Littleton at 603-756-2988 
extension 4, or at amanda@
cheshireconservation.org. 

CCCD Conservation grant program

GUILFORD, Vt. – Guil-
ford resident Luke Concan-
non has early memories of 
falling asleep to the sounds 
of singing, fiddle, and gui-
tar at Irish family parties, 
and he’s been sharing song 
in community ever since, 
including a number-one hit 
in the U.K. and Ireland. In 
Scotland, Luke met and fell 
in love with Stephanie Hol-
lenberg, a classically-trained 
singer/performer and recent 
graduate of Harvard Divini-
ty School, where she trained 
for chaplaincy. They moved 
to Guilford, Vt., in 2019, and 
have been releasing music, 
hosting workshops, and 
touring Europe and the U.S.
  Hollenberg and Concan-

non are excited to host 
the daylong Song Seeds 
songwriting workshop at 
the Broad Brook Com-
munity Center on Nov. 
9, from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
We’ll cap off the day with 
an evening concert, from 
6:30-9 p.m., in which 
participants will have the 
chance to perform, fol-
lowed by an hourlong set 
by their hosts. For more 
information, see www.
lukeconcannon.com/
workshops. 
  For more information, 

contact Luke Concannon 
info@lukeconcannon.
com, or Stephanie Hol-
lenberg stephanie.hollen-
berg@gmail.com.

Songwriter duo 
workshop and 
concert

Stephanie Hollenberg and Luke Concannon.
PHOTO PROVIDED



12 | November 06, 2024 The Vermont Journal

real estate

Your Home Loan Lender of Choice

WHERE
YOU
LIVE

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. ©2022 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649
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®

THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.

Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-367-5252    802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

CHESTER APARTMENTS
CHESTER, VERMONT

Apartments Available:
One Bedroom HCP Accessible Unit

One Bedroom Upstairs Unit

This housing complex is designed for anyone 62 years 
of age or older or disabled of any age. 

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenant Use Only

Income Guidelines Do Apply

BUYING OR SELLING? 
MEET THE PROFESSIONALS

Working with Buyers and Sellers in 
Vermont. Let me put my years of Real 
Estate experience to work for you.

Kelley Real Estate
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation

www.KelleyRealEstate.com
802-228-5333

UPDATED LISTING
Mount Holly Country 
Home – � ree Bedroom/3 
Bath Home with 25+/- 
acres. Finished basement 
with two Bonus Rooms 
plus Kitchen and Bath.
Front Porch, Back Deck 
with Hot Tub, Mature 
Perennial Gardens.
Call or Text Listing Agent 
Alex Eatmon at 802-345-
7886

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5252
802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 
ONE & TWO-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Real Estate articles posted online at www.vermontjournal.com

REGION – After several 
years of a highly competi-
tive – some might say cha-
otic – real estate market in 
Vermont, recent indicators 
point to the fact that things 
might be starting to calm 
down. As the inventory of 
new listings increases, a 
slow shift into a more buy-
er-friendly market is creat-
ing more opportunities and 
flexibility during the nego-
tiation process.
  In a seller’s market, many 

homebuyers make the 
choice to waive the inspec-
tion to strengthen their of-
fer, but that move can be 
risky. An inspection can 
reveal multiple issues that 
would otherwise go unde-
tected, and eliminating the 
inspection can leave the 
buyer unprepared for nega-
tive health, safety, or finan-
cial consequences down 
the road. 
  However, according to 

the Vermont Real Estate 
Company in Burlington, 
“In this shifting market, 

many buyers are return-
ing back to requesting in-
spections, and sellers are 
more likely to accept offers 
whether they do or don’t 
include an inspection.”
  As the market transi-

tions, buyers are able to 
negotiate more in general. 
Typical items considered 
negotiable during a home 
exchange include closing 
costs, closing date, home 
repairs, appliances, or oth-
er large items such as fur-
niture. 
  Shelly Salas, broker and 

owner of Your Home Sold 
Guaranteed Realty, said she 
has negotiated concessions 
where sellers pay off solar 
panels, so the buyer owns 
them and the house, free 
and clear. “In one case the 
concession for the panels 
amounted to $60,000 in 
saved costs to the buyer.”
  Salas advises buyers not 

to assume sellers won’t 
negotiate, and to “look to 
your agent to help you get 
the best deal. As a buyer, 

you may go in, and be-
cause it’s an emotional 
purchase, you might say 
‘okay’ if the seller tells 
you no. We come in and 
negotiate for the buyer. 
We’re able to pull mar-
ket data and see if the 
neighbors paid conces-
sions. If so, we can share 
that data with the seller, 
and say, ‘I know you’re say-
ing you don’t want to pay 
for this, but let me show 
you what your neighbors 
did.’ It’s powerful.”
  A blog post from Ver-

mont Real Estate Com-
pany reports, “Buyers are 
now starting to have more 
leverage, with the ability 
to include inspections, ne-
gotiate contingencies, and 
influence closing time-
lines. [This] allows buyers 
to request longer closing 
periods if needed, perhaps 
to align with the sale of 
their current property, or 
to secure financing without 
feeling rushed. Sellers, now 
facing less competition for 

their properties, may be 
more willing to accom-
modate these requests to 
secure a sale. This flex-
ibility can lead to more 
balanced and mutually 
beneficial transactions, 
where both parties’ 
needs are considered.”
  Contingencies will 

vary depending on the 
contract, but the most 
requested are financing 
and inspection. In Ver-
mont, other contingen-
cies frequently include 
well water, septic, and/or 
radon inspection. Talk 
to your real estate agent 
about what is important 
to you, while staying 
realistic about expecta-
tions.

Real estate negotiations 
making a comeback

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
On Wednesday, Dec. 
11, at 1 p.m., CVOEO’s 
Vermont Tenants and 
Fair Housing programs 
are hosting a Tenant and 
Fair Housing Know-
Your-Rights Workshop 
for the Springfield com-
munity, via Zoom. This 
workshop is an introduc-
tion to the fundamentals 
of tenant rights and re-
sponsibilities, as well as 
fair housing protections, 
and it is designed for 
tenants, landlords, and 
all community mem-
bers in between. We will 
briefly cover the housing 
landscape in Vermont, 
basic tenant skills, land-
lord obligations, who is 
protected under state 
and federal fair hous-
ing law, what housing 
discrimination can look 

and sound like, and what 
we can do to prevent hous-
ing discrimination.
  This workshop provides 

information that is es-
sential to all community 
members, community ad-
vocates, and housing pro-
viders. It is crucial that 
people are aware of these 
rights and fair housing pro-
tections, to have the knowl-
edge to navigate a variety 
of housing experiences and 
conflicts. Our goal is to 
help everyone be informed 
about where they can find 
support, resources, and in-
formation to prevent and 
fight illegal housing dis-
crimination.
This event is free and 

open to the public. Register 
at us02web.zoom.us/meet-
ing/register/tZUrde6gqT-
stGtOUv22vf9MevvEN-
W6xZ5QDM.

Online tenant 
and fair housing 
workshop
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