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WE WILL BE CLOSED 
Columbus Day, Oct. 14

CHESTER, Vt. – It’s time 
for the annual free cloth-
ing drive for the Chester/
Andover Community, in 
its 17th year.
  It will be held on Friday, 

Oct. 18 , from 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m., and Saturday, Oct. 
19, from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., 
at the Chester Baptist 
Church, on Main Street in 
Chester, Vt., for free shop-

ping for those looking for 
warm clothing in the up-
coming months.
  We will take your clean, 

usable clothing of all sizes, 
and display it for those 
two days of free shopping. 
We also will take blan-
kets, quilts, linens, pillows, 
sweaters, pants, shirts, etc.
  We will have donation 

containers set up in the 

communities of Chester 
and Andover, Vt., and 
hours at the Church for 
scheduled dropoff of 
clothing. Please do not 
drop items at the church 
without calling the num-
ber below.
  For more information, 

contact Carla at 802-
376-4822 or fae12rae@
gmail.com.

Warm Hands Warm 
Hearts Clothing Drive

LUDLOW, Vt. – Sep-
tember is Literacy 
Month for Rotary In-
ternational. More than 
775 million people over 
the age of 15 are illiter-
ate. That’s 17% of the 
world’s adult population. 
Our goal is to strengthen 
the capacity of commu-
nities to support basic 
education and literacy, 
reduce gender dispar-
ity in education, and in-
crease adult literacy. We 
support education for all 
children and literacy for 
children and adults.
  Ludlow Rotary Club’s 

ongoing literacy proj-
ect is The Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library 
program. This program 
targets youth from birth 
until their 5th birthday. 
Each child in a house-
hold meeting these age 
limits will receive one 
free book a month writ-
ten by well-known au-
thors. That’s 60 books in 
five years. Studies prove 
that children who partic-
ipate in early childhood 
literacy programs are 
better prepared for kin-
dergarten, and through-
out their academic ca-
reer. The only eligibility 
criteria are that the child 
be a resident of Ludlow, 
Mount Holly, Plymouth, 
Cavendish, Proctors-
ville, or Reading, and are 

under 5 years old. 
  To participate in the 

Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library, please complete a 
registration form and mail 
it to the Ludlow Rotary 
Club at P.O. Box 216, Lud-
low, VT 05149. The regis-
tration form is available at 
Fletcher Memorial Library. 
If you want to save a stamp, 
you may return your com-
pleted form to the library, 
M&T Bank (in Ludlow 
only) or the Ludlow Insur-
ance Agency.
  All registration infor-

mation is held in strict 
privacy, and is only used 
to ensure the children ac-
tually receive their books. 
This program is free and 
fully funded by the Ludlow 
Rotary Club through your 

support at our community 
fundraising events. Have 
fun, and enjoy sharing the 
gifts of imagination, travel, 
and knowledge with your 
children while improving 
their reading skills.
  If you have any ques-

tions, please contact Jill 
Tofferi at 802-228-8921, or 
Sharon Bixby at 802-228-
8823. The Ludlow Rotary 
Club meets on Tuesdays, 
at DJ’s Restaurant, from 
12:15-1:30 p.m. Prospec-
tive members are welcome 
to join us for lunch to learn 
more about our club and 
how we promote peace, 
health, education, and 
community projects locally 
and internationally. Visit 
us on Facebook or at www.
ludlowrotary.com.

Ludlow Rotary 
promotes literacy

Sign up for Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library through the 
Ludlow Rotary Club.
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WESTON, Vt. – See those 
beautiful colors? That 
means it’s almost time for 
the Weston Rod & Gun 
Club annual tag sale, to be 
held Saturday, Oct. 12, from 
8 a.m. – 4 p.m.; and Sun-
day, Oct. 13, from 8 a.m. – 3 
p.m. A few tables are avail-
able. Please call Noreen at 
802-824-3418 by Oct. 4 to 
reserve your spot, or for 
more info. 
  The annual Game Sup-

per will be held Saturday, 

Nov. 9, at 5 p.m. Kids under 
8 eat for half price. Takeout 
orders will be available by 
calling 802-824-6824 be-
tween 12 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
that day.
  Attention all crafters, the 

second annual Holiday Ba-
zaar is scheduled for Satur-
day, Dec. 7, from 9 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Last year was a huge 
success. Tables are available 
for a small fee, and space 
is limited, so reserve early. 
Call or text Anna at 802-

379-3161 to secure your 
spot and showcase your 
wares. 
  Yes, Monday Nite Bingo 

continues. Doors open by 
6:30 p.m., and play starts 
promptly at 7 p.m. Fol-
low our Facebook page 
for updates. The Weston 
Rod & Gun Club is locat-
ed at 982 Route 100, one 
mile north of Weston. 
Come be a part of your 
community tradition. All 
are welcome.

Weston Rod & Gun 
Club upcoming events

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs (GFWC) 
Okemo Valley Wom-
en’s Club (OVWC) met 
Monday, Sept. 9, to be-
gin their season of meet-
ings and volunteerism. 
Thirty-three women at-
tended the 2024-2025 
year’s inaugural meeting, 
including nine guests. 
  The evening’s speaker 

was Darlene Remy, the 
president of Vermont 
GFWC. Remy, also a 
member of OVWC, 
spoke about color blind-
ness, which is her Presi-
dent’s Project. She ex-
plained that there are 
800 million people with 
color blindness, and it is 
her hope as state presi-
dent that each Vermont 
GFWC club will initiate 

a project to benefit people 
with color blindness. Sep-
tember is Color Blindness 
Month, and Remy also 
hopes to bring awareness to 
the disease. Almost 20 years 
ago, EnChroma developed 
and patented color-blind 
glasses, which has changed 
the way red-green color-
blind people see the world. 
These glasses stimulate the 
brain’s color processing 
center, and enhance color 
vision for most people with 
red-green color blindness. 
Remy shared an emotional 
video of color-blind people 
looking through EnChro-
ma color-blind glasses for 
the first time. The OVWC 
will be making a commit-
ment to the President’s 
Project.
  Following this enlight-

ening discussion, the club 
shared a potluck dinner, 
then held a business meet-
ing. The newly elected 
president, Sally Scarp, 
shared her plans and vi-
sion for the next year of 
volunteerism and commu-
nity enhancement. She also 
reviewed last year’s events, 
donations, volunteer ef-
forts, and community proj-
ects.
  The club discussed 

upcoming plans for the 
fall state meeting, which 
OVWC will host in Ludlow 
on Oct. 19. They also par-
ticipated in the National 
Day of Service on Saturday, 

Sept. 28, to raise awareness 
of food insecurity. This year 
OVWC held a food drive 
that Saturday, to collect 
nonperishables to distrib-
ute to local food shelves. 
The food drive was held at 
three sites; Shaw’s market 
in Ludlow, Singleton’s Store 
in Proctorsville, and Shaw’s 
market in Springfield. Each 
drive will be held from 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. Last year, the 
OVWC held this food drive 
and collected 340 pounds 
of nonperishable food 
items to donate to Black 
River Good Neighbor Food 
Shelf.
  The club also volunteered 

recently to bake items for 
last week’s Black River 
Academy Museum’s Apple 
Festival Bake on Sept. 21.
  The next meeting of 

the GFWC Okemo Val-
ley Women’s Club will be 
held Monday, Oct. 14, at 
6:30 p.m. The meeting 
will be held at the Black 
River Valley Senior Center 
in Ludlow. Anyone wish-
ing to attend, or for more 
information, may contact 
President Sally Scarp at 
407-242-0901, Member-
ship Chairwoman Suzanne 
Garvey at 802-236-4341, or 
any club member.
  GFWC is an internation-

al women’s organization 
dedicated to community 
improvement by enhancing 
the lives of others through 
volunteer service.

Okemo Valley Women’s 
Club meeting recap

LUDLOW, Vt. – In keep-
ing with its traditional ef-
forts, on Thursday, Oct. 10, 
at 7 p.m, Friends of Lud-
low Auditorium (FOLA) 
will conduct a Candidates’ 
Forum, at the Heald Au-
ditorium at Ludlow Town 
Hall, for those candidates 
seeking the three Wind-
sor County seats in the 
Vermont Senate, as well 
as those seeking the RW-1 
House seat representing 

pendent, Senate; Adrienne 
Raymond, Democrat, RW-
1; Becca White, Democrat, 
Senate; Jack Williams, Re-
publican, Senate; and Kevin 
Winter, Republican, RW-1.
  This event will seek the 

candidates’ positions on 
various issues facing state 
government. The program 
will begin with questions 
from the moderator, fol-
lowed by questions from 
the audience. The forum 

is open to all interested 
residents of Windsor 
County and the three 
towns making up RW-1.
  The moderator of the 

event will be Jim Alic, 
FOLA chairman. Ja-
calyn Diesenhouse will 
be the timer, and audi-
ence monitors will be 
Kevin Kuntz and George 
Thomson. Call 802-855-
8896 for more informa-
tion.

Ludlow, Mount Holly, and 
Shrewsbury.
  Thus far, all the candi-

dates seeking the Windsor 
Senate seats have agreed 
to participate, as well as 
those seeking the RW-1 
seat. They include: Alison 
Clarkson, Democrat, Sen-
ate; Jonathan Gleason, Re-
publican, Senate; Joe Major, 
Democrat, Senate; Andrea 
Murray, Republican, Sen-
ate; Marc Nemet, Inde-

FOLA Candidates’ Forum

READING, Vt. – The 
Reading Community Trust 
is excited to be a member 
of the 2024 Village Trust 
Initiative (VTI) cohort, 
and will receive an award 
of $300,000 to support 
predevelopment expenses 
and restoration construc-
tion on a historic building 
in the Village of Felchville. 
The Village Trust Initia-
tive, a village revitalization 
program made possible by 
a Congressionally Directed 
Spending Award from for-
mer Sen. Leahy and a part-
nership between the Pres-
ervation Trust of Vermont 
(PTV), Vermont Council 
on Rural Development 
(VCRD), and Vermont 
Community Foundation 
(VCF), will provide both ex-
pertise and funding to com-
munities with fewer than 
2,500 residents. This new 
partnership of the three 
organizations will support 
20 Vermont communities 
over the next several years, 
to form a community trust 
and undertake a transfor-
mational revitalization proj-

ect in their historic village. 
By helping communities de-
fine a vision for their future 
and complete revitalization 
projects, the VTI will build 
community capacity, pre-
serve a sense of place, and 
ensure Vermont villages are 
dynamic places for future 
generations.
  There were approximately 

70 communities in the ini-
tial pool of applicants for the 
VTI funding. Representa-
tives from PTV and VCRD 
visited each of the 14 finalist 
communities this summer, 
taking time to meet local 
project leaders, see potential 
project sites, and learn more 
about the life and commu-
nity in each village. Seven 
communities were selected 
to receive funding. Reading 
was one, receiving funding 
for its General Store Project.
  Established in June 2024, 

the Reading Community 
Trust (RCT) is incorpo-
rated and in the process of 
obtaining 501(c)(3) status. 
The RCT is an offshoot of a 
group called “The Future is 
Reading” that began meet-

ing regularly in January 
2024 to hear what was on 
the minds of Reading res-
idents, and to determine 
how best to revitalize the 
local economy. It became 
clear to the group that 
many residents desired 
a community gathering 
space, and that establish-
ing a community trust 
might be the first step in 
that direction. The RCT 
is actively soliciting feed-
back from the commu-
nity about viable uses for 
a restored historic build-
ing in the village. The 
predevelopment funding 
from VTI will allow the 
group to hire profession-
als to conduct conditions, 
engineering, and feasi-
bility assessments, and 
to research permitting 
on potential structures. 
The group will conduct 
a capital campaign to 
raise the necessary fund-
ing for the purchase of a 
historic building. To get 
involved, please contact 
Jack Kartsch at jkartsch@
gmail.com.

Reading receives historic 
building grant
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WE BUY AND SELL: Furniture, Home Decor, 
Collectibles, Rugs, Appliances, Electronics, & more!

FREE CURBSIDE DELIVERY for orders over $100
in the Spring� eld, Chester, Charlestown, Rockingham area

802-885-6464  ~  Like us on Facebook
Spring� eld Shopping Plaza

GREAT NORTHERN LIQUIDATION

By e�  ciently harnessing 
renewable wood energy, 

a Central Boiler can 
substantially reduce, or 
completely replace the 

need for expensive fossil 
fuel heating sources 

like electric, propane, 
and oil. This translates 

into SIGNIFICANT 
LONG-TERM SAVINGS, 

making it a cost-
e� ective investment for 

homeowners. 

New England Outdoor Furnaces
877 John Stark Highway

Newport, NH 03773

603-863-8818

Scan the QR Code and 
Like us on Facebook!

newenglandoutdoorfurnaces.com

SAVE UP TO $3,400 
with our 

Fa�  Promotion! 
Call us for more details!

Under New Ownership!
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Solving hard water, iron, blue 
staining, radon, and arsenic 

problems in the Windham and 
Windsor Counties since 1984

Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 
Monday - Friday.   Excludes Holidays

SHRIMP & 
SCALLOPS

BROILED 
OR FRIED

$2000
JR. PRIME 

RIB

$1600

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

All Meals are Served with 
House Salad, Caesar Salad, 

or Veggie of the Day

11:45-9 Mon-Sat and 12-8 Sun
Now Taking Reservations

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Town Library 
is excited to host our next 
community event, “Ask 
Springfield on the Move,” 
on Monday, Oct. 7, at 6 
p.m., for an engaging dis-
cussion about the future of 
our downtown area. We are 
pleased to welcome Jessica 
Martin, executive director 
of Springfield on the Move 
(SOM).
  SOM is a nonprofit that 

partners with business, 
citizens, property own-
ers, and the town govern-
ment to make Springfield’s 
downtown an attractive, 
desirable, and economical-
ly sustainable destination 

for residents and visitors. 
SOM’s key partners in-
clude the Town of Spring-
field, Springfield Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Springfield Regional De-
velopment Corporation, 
and residents who want to 
help revitalize Springfield’s 
downtown and the sur-
rounding areas.
  Martin will share insights 

into the organization’s on-
going efforts to revitalize 
historic Springfield’s Desig-
nated Downtown area. This 
is a unique opportunity for 
community members to 
ask questions, express opin-
ions, and engage in mean-
ingful dialogue about how 

we can work together to 
enhance our town.
  “This conversation is 

key to understanding 
what SOM is doing to 
shape Springfield’s fu-
ture,” says Sue Dowdell, 
library director at the 
Springfield Town Li-
brary. “We encourage 
everyone to come, share 
their ideas, and be part of 
this collaborative effort.”
Community conver-

sations are a series of 
events designed to keep 
our residents engaged. 
They offer an in-person 
opportunity to get an-
swers to their questions 
in an informal setting.

“Ask SOM: A Community 
Conversation” REGION – Join the 

Southern Vermont As-
tronomy Group (SoVe-
rA) on Oct. 8, at 7 p.m., 
for a presentation by 
member Greg Shanos. 
This will be an online 
meeting at www.zoom.
us/j/94691230307. This 
presentation is titled “The 
Smart Scope Revolution: 
Introducing the Seestar 

S50.”
  A smart scope combines a 

telescope, camera, tracking 
mount, and computer into 
a compact portable imaging 
system. These marvels of 
technology are revolution-
izing amateur astronomy by 
making deep sky astropho-
tography easy, affordable, 
and most of all, fun. This 
presentation will introduce 

you to an inexpensive smart 
scope, the ZWO Seestar S50. 
This smart scope can take 
incredible images of the sun, 
moon, planets, and deep sky 
objects for only $449. The 
images you will see are ab-
solutely amazing.
  Shanos resides in Saraso-

ta, Fla., and joined SoVerA 
during the Covid lockdown 
of 2020.

SoVerA October Meeting

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
Bellows Falls Pride will 
unfurl the historic 14-foot 
by 25-foot Sacred Cloth, 
aka Section 93 of the origi-
nal Key West Sea-to-Sea 
Rainbow Flag, to recognize 
National Coming Out Day. 
The flag will be unfurled 
25 feet from the top of the 
Windham Hotel, which 
houses Caio Popolo, and 
was formerly the site of 
the iconic Andrews Inn in 
downtown Bellows Falls, 
Vt. The public is welcome 
to witness this unique op-
portunity on Wednesday, 
Oct. 9, to recognize the im-
portance of National Com-
ing Out Day. The event will 
begin at 10 a.m., in front of 
Ciao Popolo, prior to the 
unfurling. Special guests 
have been invited to offer 
remarks.
  “The flag, known as Sec-

tion 93, measures 14 by 25 
feet, is one section of the 
historic Rainbow25 flag 
sewn together by Gilbert 
Baker in Key West, Fla., in 
2003, to create a 1.25-mile-
long flag in the original 
eight colors (versus the six 
colors that became more 
common). That flag marked 
the 25th anniversary of the 

1978 flag originally created 
by Baker. The Sea-to-Sea 
Flag was later cut into sec-
tions, and Section 93 is pre-
served as the Sacred Cloth. 
It has traveled the globe to 
be displayed at celebrations, 
occasions of mourning, and 
historic moments. Section 
93 was displayed in down-
town Orlando in June 2016 
following the deadly Pulse 
nightclub shootings, and 
has returned to Orlando 
each year on the anniver-
sary of the tragedy.”
  Attendees and residents 

are invited to visit the Ciao 
Popolo lounge from 11 
a.m. – 4 p.m., to partici-
pate in the “Postcards to 
Swing States” project. The 
goal of Bellows Falls Pride 
is to send 500 completed 
postcards to Ohio residents. 
The national project aims to 
send 25 million postcards 
nationwide. Coffee and 
refreshments will be avail-
able during this time. The 
bar will open at 2 p.m., and 
the new dinner and a movie 
deal is available beginning 
at 4 p.m.
  That evening at the Bel-

lows Falls Opera House, 
the classic 1939 black-and-
white film “Mr. Smith Goes 

to Washington,” is spon-
sored by Bellows Falls 
Pride. The award-win-
ning film was directed by 
Frank Capra, and stars 
James Stewart as an ideal-
istic, small-town senator 
who heads to Washing-
ton, and suddenly finds 
himself single-handedly 
battling ruthless politi-
cians out to destroy him. 
  The annual remem-

brance, which officially 
takes place on Oct. 11, 
encourages gays, lesbi-
ans, bisexuals, transgen-
der people, and other 
members of the LGBTQ+ 
community to “come out 
of the closet,” which is a 
metaphor the communi-
ty has used to mean rec-
ognizing and revealing 
one’s authentic self.
  Mark Ebenhoch of 

Key West and Brattle-
boro manages steward-
ship of the Sacred Cloth 
throughout the country, 
and is bringing it to Bel-
lows Falls. Most recently, 
CNN created a display in 
Atlanta.
  Keller Williams Metro 

Keene Realty and M&T 
Bank Bellows Falls are 
sponsors of this event. 
Find Bellows Falls Pride 
on Facebook, Instagram, 
and on www.bellowsfall-
spride.com.

Sacred Cloth to be 
unfurled in Bellows Falls

S P R I N G F I E L D , 
Vt. – In honor of Na-
tional Coming Out Day, 
VINE Sanctuary and the 
Springfield Town Library 
invite the community to 
a Speak Out event on 
Oct. 11, from 5-6:30 
p.m., at the Springfield 
Town Library. This event 
welcomes LGBTQ+ 
community members 
and allies to come to-
gether, share stories, and 
show solidarity in a safe 
and supportive environ-
ment.
  Speak Out events pro-

vide an essential plat-
form for members of the 
LGBTQ+ community to 
share their experiences. 
Personal stories have the 

power to dismantle stereo-
types, challenge biases, and 
foster greater understand-
ing. Creating a space in 
Springfield for these voices 
helps build a town where 
everyone can freely express 
their authentic selves.
  The journey of “coming 

out” can be life-changing 
for those who take that cou-
rageous step. The annual 
Speak Out event in Spring-
field offers a supportive set-
ting where individuals can 
freely share personal reflec-
tions, thoughts, and ideas, 
promoting mental wellbe-
ing and fostering a sense of 
community.
  In addition to its mental 

health benefits, the LG-
BTQ+ Speak Out serves as 

an inspiring opportunity 
for adults to become role 
models for the next genera-
tion. By sharing their sto-
ries, they provide LGBTQ+ 
youth with reassurance and 
the understanding that they 
are not alone. These mo-
ments of connection can 
significantly reduce feelings 
of isolation, and offer hope 
and solidarity.
  Springfield has consis-

tently demonstrated its 
commitment to inclusiv-
ity and celebrating diverse 
experiences. Hosting this 
event reinforces the city’s 
dedication to creating a 
welcoming and respectful 
community for everyone.
  The event is free and 

open to all.

VINE, Springfield Library 
National Coming Out Day

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
The Fastest Kid in Town 
Race is back. Join us on 
Saturday, Oct. 12, at 10 
a.m., at Riverside Park, 
as part of the 40th annual 
Vermont Apple Festival 
& Craft Fair. Sponsored 
by the Edgar May Health 
and Recreation Center 
and Springfield Hospital, 
the Fastest Kid in Town 
Race encourages local 
youth to get active and 
incorporate physical ac-

tivity in their daily lives. The 
race is fun, free, and open to 
all children ages 5-12. 
  There will be a 100-yard 

race for children ages 5-8, 
and a 200-yard race for chil-
dren ages 9-12. Children are 
divided into age groups: 5-6, 
7-8, 9-10, and 11-12. Par-
ticipants will receive a free 
T-shirt for all entries while 
supplies last, and the top boy 
and girl finishers in each 
category will receive medals.
  The race begins at 10 

a.m., and will be followed 
by an award ceremony at 
11 a.m. Preregistration is 
recommended, but not re-
quired. To sign up for the 
event, stop by the Edgar 
May Health and Recreation 
Center at 140 Clinton Street 
in Springfield, or visit www.
edgarmay.org. For more in-
formation, contact Vallery 
Bromley, youth and fam-
ily programs coordinator, 
at 802-885-2568 or vbrom-
ley@edgarmay.org.

Fastest Kid in Town free, 
fun race in Springfield

Club will meet on Oct. 8, at 
the United Church, School 
Street, beginning at 1:30 
p.m. The program presenter 
will be Kelly O’Ryan, prin-
cipal of Bellows Falls Union 
High School. She will speak 
on a grant-funded program 
sponsored by the Jed Foun-
dation, which is focused 
on mental health and sui-
cide prevention initiatives 
among the student body.
  At the Sept. 10 opening 

meeting of the club, mem-
bers and guests heard a 
presentation on women in 
prison led by Michelle Bos-
Lun, representative to the 
Vermont Legislature, where 
she serves on the correc-
tions committee. Bos-Lun 
highlighted the substandard 
conditions of facilities for 
the women, and helpful out-
side supports such as com-
munity justice centers.
  The club’s annual bud-

get was accepted. Program 
booklets for the current club 

year were available. The 
club’s recent pasta dinner 
fundraiser was a good suc-
cess. The club participated 
in the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs’ (GFWC) 
National Day of Service 
and its focus on hunger and 
food insecurity. The mem-
bers piggybacked with the 
Sept. 26 Overflow the Opera 
House food drive for Our 
Place Drop-in Center by do-
nating nonperishable food 
and money.
  The local club is a member 

of the GFWC, an interna-
tional women’s organization 
dedicated to community 
improvement through vol-
unteer service. Its signature 
program is domestic vio-
lence awareness and preven-
tion.
  Area women interest in 

joining the club and helping 
with its projects may contact 
Membership Chairman Sal-
ly McGaffigan at 603-445-
2527.

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – Members of the 
Bellows Falls Woman’s 

BF Woman’s Club meeting
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Member FINRA/SIPC
Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

802-228-5774
Member FINRA/SIPC

Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Getting a second opinion on your 
financial future may:

• Lower your investment fees
• Improve your performance
• Help you understand your investments and risk
• Make sure you don’t outlive your money

Call us today to set up a no risk private consultation.
Isn’t your peace of mind worth the time?

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

280 River Street, Springfield280 River Street, Springfield
802-885-4963802-885-4963
802-885-6200802-885-6200

P&M Auto & Service

2017 Ford F150 Sport
Fully Loaded

2017 Ford Escape

2017 Chevy Traverse LT

Fully Loaded

AWD

2016 Jeep Cherokee

2018 Hyundai Tuscan

2015 Ford Edge SEL

Fully Loaded
V6

Fully Loaded

Fully Loaded

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit ApprovalBankruptcy • Bad Credit

First Time • Divorce

2018 Hyundai Tuscan

2017 Ford Escape

2017 Ford F150 Sport

2016 Jeep Cherokee

2015 Ford Edge SEL

2017 Chevy Traverse LT

Vermont’s Destination DispensaryVermont’s Destination Dispensary
Local Craft Grown THC & CBD Products • Friendly

Knowledgeable Sta�  • Quintessential VT Barn               

Discounts for All 21+:
Everyday 4:20 – 5:20pm Happy Hour Discounts 

M-F Discounts • Details on our Website

Additional Discounts:
VT/NH Residents • Seniors • Veterans                     

State Medical Card Holders 
  7 Pineview Dr, Chester • 802-875-WEED • DownToTheRootsVT.com

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For 
use by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS 
PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. 
Possession or use of cannabis may carry signi� cant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and 

under federal law. It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The e� ects of edible 
cannabis may be delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair 
concentration, coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely 
to experience harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery 

when under the in� uence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.

Visit Us Over Indigenous Day Weekend!Visit Us Over Indigenous Day Weekend!
Sunday, Oct. 13, 11am – 6pm:

FREE Food! Firepit with Smores, Lawn Games
13% Discount Storewide All Day + 

Regular Discounts! Details on our Website!

American 
Legion 

Post #36
135 Main Street

Ludlow, VT
802-228-9807

Served with Scalloped Potatoes, 
Glazed Carrots, and Apple Crisp

Friday, Oct. 4 @ 5:30 pm

FUNDRAISER DINNER
TO BENEFIT FIRE VICTIMS
DON AND GERI HANCOCK 
AND DAUGHTER ALLYSSA

Baked Ham  $17.00

BY RON PATCH
802-374-0119

ronpatch27@gmail.com

  Vermont has a long his-
tory of attracting famous 
people as residents. Alek-
sandr Solzhenitsyn moving 
to Cavendish in 1976 is a 
perfect example.
  In a previous life I knew 

Peter Lee-Thompson. I met 
Peter at the Pioneer House. 
Over time we became good 
friends. Peter was from Lon-
don, and the son of John 
Lee-Thompson. John was a 
famous British film director. 
He directed the 1961 “Guns 
of Navarone,” starring Greg-
ory Peck, David Niven, and 
Anthony Quinn. John went 
by J. Lee-Thompson. His 
son Peter was a film editor 
in Hollywood. 
  In the early 1980s, an Eng-

lishman showed up at the 
Pioneer House in Chester, 
now Salon 2000. He dressed 
differently and spoke with 
an English accent. I kept 
my distance for a while, just 
watching him. He moved 
and spoke differently than 
anyone I had known before.
  One night Peter was shoot-

ing pool against me at the 
P-House. As you play pool, 
you sometimes think out 
loud, trying to show your 
opponent just how good 
you really are. I won the 
game. Peter intrigued me. I 
wanted to know him. Peter 
liked a good time and liked 
to drink. We became good 
friends. I enjoyed hearing 
his stories of Hollywood and 
Charles Bronson, “Charlie,” 
as Peter called him. 
  Charlie had bought a 

place over Brownsville, Vt., 
way. That’s what induced Pe-
ter to move to Chester. Peter 
worked with Charlie editing 
his later movies.
  Peter lived on Route 103 

North, across from the turn 
to Bailey’s Mills. Today his 
house is painted a light lav-
ender color. One summer 
day I stopped to visit. Pe-
ter said he was going to see 
Charlie, and did I want to 
go. I jumped at the chance. 

Adventure was calling.
  We arrived at Charlie’s 

in good order. Peter and 
Charlie were happy to see 
each other. Then Peter in-
troduced me. Charlie shook 
my hand and was very wel-
coming. We sat in a large 
room. I listened as the two 
men talked about films and 
such. I didn’t have much to 
contribute, although Charlie 
had an interest in antiques, 
and showed me what he col-
lected.
  Charlie is buried in 

Brownsville. In the center 
of Brownsville is a road that 
goes over to Skunk Hollow. 
Turn here and head up the 
hill. Not far there is a cem-
etery on your left and right. 
Charlie is buried in the cem-
etery on your right. His long 
epitaph reads in part: 
CHARLES BRONSON
CHERISHED HUSBAND 

AND FATHER
DO NOT STAND AT MY 

GRAVE AND WEEP 
I AM NOT HERE I DO 

NOT SLEEP 
I AM A THOUSAND 

WINDS THAT BLOW 
I AM THE DIAMOND 

GLINT ON THE SNOW
No Dogs or Movies

  Peter had an old photo-
graph of a rooming house in 
Hollywood. If I remember 
correctly, the film industry 
began in New York, eventu-
ally moving to Hollywood 
for better climate and light 
conditions. When the ac-
tors moved to Hollywood, 
they were not welcome. In 
those days, actors were nick-

named “movies,” as they 
were always moving from 
one location to another.
  Peter’s photo of the 

rooming house had a sign 
overhead the entrance 
that read, “No Dogs or 
Movies.”
  Peter edited a number 

of films. His first major 
work was editing the 1973 
World War II British se-
ries, “The World at War.” 
This was a British docu-
mentary film series con-
sisting of 26 parts. It was 
released in this country 
for television in the late 
1970s. I remember watch-
ing them all. Peter won an 
award for his work on this 
series.
  Peter had a small card-

board sign, black with 
white letters. It reads: 
“THE SLIGHTLY TAK-
EN CARE OF MAN IS 
GOING MAD.” This 
can be interpreted many 
ways. Peter and I shared 
the same meaning. Be-
cause of this mutual in-
terest, Peter gave it to me. 
Whenever I look at it, I 
recall those days. 
  In the late 1980s, Peter 

sold his home and moved 
back to California. I never 
saw him again.

  This week’s old sayings 
are from Peter. Instead of 
saying “I’ll stop by some-
time,” he would say, “I’ll 
knock you up sometime.” 
If he was going to call, he 
would say, “I’ll ring you 
up sometime.”

Peter Lee-Thompson 
and Charles Bronson

Charles Bronson’s gravesite.
PHOTO BY RON PATCH

SPRINGFIELD, 
Vt. – The Spring-
field Regional 
Chamber of Com-
merce is getting 
ready for the 40th 
annual Vermont 
Apple Festival & 
Craft Show, to be 
held on Oct. 12, 
from 9 a.m. – 4 
p.m., at Riverside 
Middle School in 
Springfield, Vt. 
This year, the festi-
val promises a day 
full of fun and sur-
prises. Visitors will 
have the opportunity to 
explore the unique cre-
ations of over 50 craft 
and artisan vendors. 
Come shop for gifts, 
decor, local art, quilts, 
clothes, and more. At 
the perfect time for fo-
liage season, celebrate 
autumn, farmers, artists, 
bakers, and the commu-
nity in Springfield, Vt. 
We have activities and 
vendors for the whole 
family, come spend the 
day with us.
  Seven food trucks 

and vendors will serve a 
wide variety of delicious 
foods. You can enjoy 
waffles, hot dogs, burg-
ers, ice cream, comfort 
food, apple cider, and 
more, to be eaten at the 
fair or taken home for 
dinner. We have many 
handmade packaged 
food vendors spread 
throughout the event of-
fering culinary delights 
such as baked goods, 
pies, freeze-dried candy, 
cupcakes, gluten-free 
goodies, sauces, jams, 

and many more homemade 
and delicious creations. 
From the chamber, we will 
be selling apple crisp made 
by the River Valley Tech-
nical Center culinary pro-
gram, as well as apples, and 
the iconic cider doughnuts 
from Wellwood Orchards.
  The children will en-

joy the Fastest Kid in the 
Town Race, brought to you 
by the Edgar May Health 
and Recreation Center and 
Springfield Hospital. Kids 
will also get to explore the 
circus arts with the always-
popular Troy Wunderle’s 
Big Top Adventures, and 
try their driving skills on 
a UTV obstacle course 
with the Windsor County 
Sheriff ’s Department. Get 
a drawing of your face 
from our caricature artist, 
or get a drawing on your 
face from our face painting 
booth.

  For the adults, 
we have a beer 
and wine garden, 
which will be locat-
ed by the Grafton 
Cheese Company 
Tent, and ongoing 
live music both 
indoors and out-
doors with a dance 
floor. Uplift Acro-
batics will be giv-
ing a performance 
outdoors in the 
afternoon between 
musicians. Come 
dance, listen, 
watch, and relax.

  The Vermont Apple Fes-
tival & Craft Show will also 
be hosting our annual apple 
pie baking contest in the 
cafeteria, with judges in-
cluding Miss Vermont. Do 
you have a famous pie rec-
ipe your family loves? Bring 
your pie and ingredient list 
the morning of the festival 
to be entered and see how 
you stack up.
  Get your animal fix by 

stopping by to see the pup-
py kisses with the Spring-
field Humane Society, visit 
the goats, and explore the 
sheepskin and wool display 
from Wool on Wheels. Rain 
or shine, this local tradition 
offers a chance for locals 
and tourists to appreciate 
the beauty of fall in Ver-
mont. Shop, eat, and enjoy 
a stress-free day at the 40th 
Vermont Apple Festival & 
Craft Show. We hope to see 
you there.

40th Vermont Apple 
Festival & Craft Show

PHOTO PROVIDED

WESTON, Vt. – Did 
America receive prehistoric 
visitors from multiple other 
continents? Do ancient 
standing stones and cham-
bers in Vermont hold clues?
  Howard Coffin, noted 

Vermont historian and 
author, will present his re-
porting on Harvard Uni-
versity professor Barry Fell’s 
research on ancient stone 
structures and chambers in 
Vermont that led to Fell’s 
conclusion that Europeans, 
Africans, and Asians visited 
America at least 3,000 years 
prior to Columbus. 
  Fell wrote three popu-

lar books on the subject in 
the late ’70s and early ’80s, 
suggesting ancient global 
visitors to America. Coffin, 
who wrote the first stories 
on Fell’s research and trav-
eled with him to the sites, 
will explain these theories, 
and share insights from his 
travels with Fell.
  Coffin’s two earlier pre-

sentations on Fell have 
been extremely well attend-
ed and received, and we en-
courage your attendance.

Howard Coffin to speak 
on ancient stone structures

  “Once Upon a Time with 
Barry Fell” will be present-
ed by the Weston Historical 
Society at Weston’s Old Par-
ish Church, on Main Street, 

on Sunday, Oct. 13, at 1:30 
p.m. There is no admission 
charge, donations are ac-
cepted, and seating in the 
church is accessible.

RON PATCH
Buying Antiques

Photographs, 
Military, Clocks, 

Guns, Coins

802-374-0119

Call Ron Patch at 802-374-0119

• Antiques
• Early Photographs
• Military: Helmets, 
  Flags, Uniforms, 
  Weapons, Daggers 
  and Bayonets

• Antique Clocks & 
  Clock Parts

• Guns
• Coins
• & More!

Buying:
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LEARN MORE Working with you to change lives.

A career helping 
people age well is
life-changing.
Learn more about 
human services 
positions and fi nd 
out which program 
is right for you at 
MoreThanAJobVT.org

Six-week 
CPEP

PROGRAM

Two-semester
HUMAN SERVICES 

CERTIFICATE

ATTEND 
CLASSES 
ONLINE!
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Calm MomentsCalm Moments
Massage StudioMassage Studio
101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

802.228.7772
www.calmmomentsmassage.com

Swedish and Therapeutic Massage
$110 

for 50 Minutes
$160 
for 80 Minutes

Call for VT Resident Discount Information

Hearing testing 
and hearing care 
for our 
community

We use an 
evidence-based 
approach 

We listen to your 
needs

We keep up with 
new technology 

We     what we 
do!

Brattleboro, VT
130 Austine Drive

(802) 254-3922

Greenfield, MA
329 Conway Street

(413) 773-5119

Swanzey, NH
217 Old Homestead Hwy

(603) 354-3325

www.brattleborohearing.com

We listen to your 

We     what we 

REGION – Senior So-
lutions, the area agency 
on aging for south-
eastern Vermont, and 
Springfield Area Public 
Access TV (SAPA TV), 
with funding from the 
Vermont Arts Coun-
cil, proudly sponsor 
the Intergenerational 
Lap Quilt Project. Stu-
dents from Riverside 
Middle School (RMS) 
in Springfield will spend 
the next two and a half 
months making quilted 
lap blankets for older 
Vermonters. This proj-
ect is the brainchild of 
Marlboro resident Lin-
da Fuhrman, a former 
NASA engineer and avid 
quilter who originated 
the concept, donated 
much of the fabrics, and 
is the artist behind the 
designs. The students, 
working with guidance 
from Riverside Middle 
School fiber arts teach-
ers Jessica Shepa and 
Marguerite Janiszyn, 

Fuhrman, and other local 
quilters, will design and 
make their own tactile lap 
blankets. In the process of 
doing so, they will learn 
sewing and quilting skills, 
and get an opportunity to 
connect with older mem-
bers of the community. 
Around Thanksgiving, the 
quilts will be presented to 
participants in a memory 
cafe, a gathering for people 
with dementia and their 
caregivers, which is orga-
nized by Senior Solutions. 
Senior Solutions offers 
monthly cafes in Chester, 
Ludlow, Wilmington, Brat-
tleboro, and White River 
Junction.
  Research has shown that 

dementia patients benefit 
from tactile experiences. 
Touching a variety of tex-
tures can help stimulate a 
patient’s existing memo-
ries, and even bring back 
those memories thought to 
be lost. Many of these in-
dividuals are often isolated 
from social interaction, es-

pecially with young people. 
These quilted lap blankets 
will provide an opportunity 
for the aging and the young 
to interact in their commu-
nity together. This project 
aims to foster a sense of 
community among its par-
ticipants, as well as artistic 
enthusiasm and pride on 
the part of the quilters, and 
tactile enrichment for the 
quilt recipients.
  SAPA TV, the Springfield 

area’s public access TV sta-
tion, will record the pro-
cess of quilt creation and 
the gifting ceremony, and 
will distribute the record-
ings on social media and to 
other stations around the 
state. To view SAPA TV’s 
programming from any-
where in Vermont, please 
visit www.sapatv.org. For 
more information about 
this project and the Ches-
ter Memory Cafe, please 
contact project coordinator 
Joann Erenhouse of Senior 
Solutions, at jerenhouse@
seniorsolutionsvt.org.

Intergenerational Lap 
Quilt Project

Dear Editor,

  Despite a forecast to the 
contrary outlined in a re-
cent healthcare consultant’s 
report, Springfield Hospi-
tal is proud to report that, 
year to date, we have a $2.4 
million improvement over 
fiscal year 2023. We are ex-
tremely proud of the work 
being done every day by our 
staff caring for patients and 
making these performance 
improvements possible.
  In accordance with Act 

167 (An Act Relating to 
Health Care Reform Initia-
tives, Data Collection, and 
Access to Home- and Com-
munity-based Services), the 
final Oliver Wyman recom-
mendations were recently 
presented to the Green 
Mountain Care Board.
  Springfield Hospital was, 

again, highlighted, referenc-
ing our prior Chapter 11, 
which we successfully exited 
in December of 2020. The 
report recommends that 
Springfield Hospital, along 
with three other hospitals, 
undergo significant restruc-
turing, such that we would 
no longer offer some or all 
of the services of a tradition-
al hospital. One recommen-
dation is to consider elimi-
nating inpatient beds and 
converting to a Rural Emer-
gency Hospital. Springfield 
Hospital leadership has 
researched the Rural Emer-
gency Hospital designation 
and, at present, we do not 
find it to be a financially at-
tractive option that ensures 
long-term sustainability.
  We want to communicate 

to our employees, medical 
staff, and the communities 
we serve that the recom-
mendations are just that, 
recommendations. Options 
to consider. We do not be-
lieve the recommendations 
are reflective of the wants 

and needs of the commu-
nities we serve – nor do 
they accomplish the goal 
of equitable and affordable 
access to care.  To the con-
trary, additional cuts would 
negatively impact access to 
care, and do nothing to en-
sure equitable access for our 
most vulnerable patients 
with limited financial re-
sources and ability to travel 
long distances.
  In past discussions with 

our board of directors 
relative to Act 167, and 
in communications with 
the Green Mountain Care 
Board, Springfield Hospi-
tal has already undertaken 
restructuring as a result of 
our past financial difficul-
ties. The suggested collabo-
ration with other hospitals 
is something we have been 
doing for many years. We 
will certainly continue to 
consider any collaboration 
that improves services to 
our patients.
  The report’s recommen-

dations are long-term in 
nature, and first require sig-
nificant investments by the 
State of Vermont for work-
force development, housing, 
outpatient services, trans-
portation, and more. What 
the report fails to include 
are any financial projections 
for the cost to taxpayers for 
the proposed suggestions; 
nor does it take into consid-
eration the critical impact 
to the workforce and the lo-
cal economy. Absolutely no 
changes should be consid-
ered until plans and financ-
ing are in place to ensure 
success.
  We certainly recognize 

the challenging healthcare 
situation in Vermont, and 
also the financial pressures 
of our residents and busi-
nesses. Our goal is to be part 
of the solution. Our experi-
ences and performance to 

date have improved local 
access to care for our pa-
tients, and shown us to 
be a valuable provider of 
local healthcare services. 
Our strategy is showing 
positive results. 
  The bottom line is we 

are here to provide qual-
ity healthcare services 
to the communities we 
serve. Ensuring equitable 
access and affordability 
are key components in 
that work. 
  Our Springfield Hos-

pital Board of Directors 
recognizes the hard work 
and progress made over 
recent years, and sup-
ports continuing Spring-
field Hospital’s direction-
al plan of aligning core 
services to meet commu-
nity needs, strengthening 
consumer awareness and 
confidence in our ser-
vices, and continuing our 
work to make Springfield 
Hospital a first choice for 
quality healthcare ser-
vices.
  We are prepared to 

work together with our 
state and local hospital 
colleagues to find so-
lutions that transform 
healthcare delivery. In 
the meantime, we want to 
express our sincere grati-
tude to our local commu-
nities for your ongoing 
support for Springfield 
Hospital. Allowing us 
the privilege of serving 
your healthcare needs, 
and supporting us with 
your financial gifts, is es-
sential to the ongoing 
sustainability of your lo-
cal community hospital, 
and equally important to 
a strong and vibrant local 
economy.

With gratitude,
Robert S. Adcock, CEO
Springfield Hospital

An open letter from 
Springfield Hospital

REGION – Senior Solu-
tions, the area agency on 
aging for southeastern 
Vermont, is excited to 
announce the hiring of 
Eliza “Liza” Eager as the 
new nutrition and well-
ness director, replacing 
Thom Simmons. In this 
role, Eager will oversee 
our congregate meal pro-
grams, Meals on Wheels 
contracts, the Foxy Fund 
pet food assistance pro-
gram, and a variety of 
other nutrition and well-
ness initiatives.
  With many years of 

experience in nutrition, 
community outreach, 
and public health, Eager 
brings a wealth of exper-
tise to Senior Solutions. 
Eager comes to us from 

the Vermont Department of 
Health (VDH), where she 
led efforts to support pre-
vention and management 
of chronic diseases. Prior to 
her work at VDH, she man-
aged community health 
programs at Cheshire Med-
ical Center in Keene, N.H. 
  “We are thrilled to wel-

come Liza to the team,” said 
Mark Boutwell, executive 
director of Senior Solutions. 
“Her extensive experience 
and passion for fostering 
healthy lifestyles align with 
our mission to promote 
the wellbeing and dignity 
of older adults. We look 
forward to her leadership 
in advancing our nutrition 
initiatives and fostering a 
healthier community.”
  In her new role, Eager 

will be responsible for de-
veloping comprehensive 
nutrition and wellness pro-
grams tailored to meet the 
diverse needs of our clients 
and partners. She will also 
collaborate closely with 
our community and home-
delivered meals programs 
to ensure that our offer-
ings are both nutritious and 
aligned with current dietary 
trends.
  “I am excited to join Se-

nior Solutions, and con-
tribute to its mission of 
promoting healthier living,” 
said Eager. “I look forward 
to collaborating with the 
talented team here, and 
making a positive impact 
on the wellbeing of our cli-
ents and the broader com-
munity.”

Senior Solutions nutrition 
and wellness director

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Health Care and Reha-
bilitation Services (HCRS), 
southeastern Vermont’s 
community mental health 
agency, is pleased to an-
nounce the appointment of 
16 new professionals from 
the month of August, whose 
talents will augment HCRS’ 

services across Windham 
and Windsor counties.   
  HCRS welcomes the fol-

lowing new employees: 
Steven Harper, clinician 1 
in Hartford; Janette Car-
son, employee relations 
and workplace safety in 
Springfield; Zoe Avent, be-
havioral interventionist in 

Springfield; Kolbi Briere, 
behavioral intervention-
ist in Springfield; Kristie 
Palowski, behavioral inter-
ventionist in Springfield; 
Dani Rae Hutchins-Mar-
tin, community outreach 
specialist in Springfield; 
Mugisa “Alex” Abraham, 
residential specialist in 
Springfield; Willoughby 
Carlo, peer support advo-
cate in Brattleboro; Lauren 
Iraci, crisis intervention 
specialist in Springfield; 
Phillip Gatenby, shift leader 
in Bellows Falls; Michele 
Lane, direct support pro-
fessional community in 
Brattleboro; Jacob Ander-
son, peer support advocate 
in Brattleboro; Esther Beh-
ling, community integra-
tion specialist in Bellows 
Falls; Ariana Keenan, DSP 
employment in Springfield; 
Kristin Bratton, clinician 1 
in Brattleboro; and Mad-
eline Fuller, behavioral in-
terventionist 1 in Hartford.

HCRS August new hires



Marcia Galloway, 1941-2024

Donald F. Slie Sr., 2024

Martha R. Kingsbury, 
1928-2024

William D. Hodgson 
Celebration of Life

Raymond J. Chamberland, 
1950-2024

CHURCH SERVICES: We run Church Services on 
an alternating schedule. Subject to space. All services 
are posted online at www.VermontJournal.com.

OBITUARIES: A basic 200-word obituary is $75, and 
$0.50 per word thereafter. A black and white photo is 
an additional $10. Email to editor@vermontjournal.
com by Monday at 12 p.m.
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Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

15 Barker St.
Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479
Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
It’s with heavy hearts that 
we announce the passing of 
Raymond J. Chamberland, 
74, of Bellows Falls, Vt., af-
ter a long battle with cancer, 
on Sept. 13, 2024, surround-
ed by his loving family, at 
the Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
Medical Center. Ray was 
born on April 10, 1950, in 
Bellows Falls, Vt., one of 
five children of Raymond 
and Leona (Pouliot) Cham-
berland, and was raised 
in Cambridgeport, Vt. He 
graduated from Vermont 
Academy in 1968, and also 
attended Bellows Falls High 
School during his sopho-
more year. He then studied 
at the University of Vermont 
and earned his Bachelor of 
Science in Mathematics, 
graduating with high hon-
ors in 1972.
  During his one year at 

BFHS he became good 
friends with Chris Barry, 
leading him to meet the 
Barry family and his future 
wife. During his senior year 
of college, he married the 
love of his life Julie Barry 
during a blizzard on Jan. 
2, 1972. Ray and Julie were 
married for 52 years, until 
the time of his passing. They 
raised three sons together, 
whom they devoted their 
lives to, and shared many 
wonderful memories with.
  After graduating from 

UVM, Ray trained as an ap-
prentice electrician at A.L. 
Tyler and Sons in Brattle-
boro. Honing his skill and 
with his drive to getting 
the job done correctly, Ray 
was honored as Vermont’s 
Electricians Apprentice 
of the Year. To be closer to 
home, Ray moved to Crow-
ley Electric in Bellows Falls. 
Drawing upon his business 
acumen, his meticulous at-
tention to detail, and his 
extraordinary understand-
ing of his craft, Ray founded 
Chamberland Electric in 
1978. Ray took great pride 
in his work, and whatever 
the job, always did things 
the right way, to the best of 
his ability. Due to Ray’s rare 
combination of skill, inge-
nuity, and fair-mindedness, 
Chamberland Electric pro-
vided exemplary electri-
cal contracting services to 
southern Vermont and New 
Hampshire for 33 years be-
fore he retired in 2011. 
  Ray was an integral part 

of the community of Bel-
lows Falls. With his passion 
for community service, he 
was a member of the Elks 
and Knights of Columbus 
for many years. However, 
with his admirable reserve 
and modesty, Ray primar-
ily chose to help people in 
the community one-on-
one with projects they were 
working on. His lifelong 
commitment to others made 
him a rock of support for 
family and friends. Ray was 
especially generous with his 
sons, lending his vehicles, 
tools, supplies, and above 
all, his time, for fundraisers, 
proms, float building, and 
rebuilding playgrounds. He 
was also happy to help with 
projects like Extreme Make-
over Home Edition in Ath-
ens, Vt. Family members, 
recalling Ray’s devotion to 
the needs of others, remem-
ber him spending numerous 
holidays – Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, or Easter – mak-
ing service calls because 
someone’s stove wasn’t 
working and they needed 
to get their family dinner 
ready. 
  Besides his life’s work pro-

viding service to his com-
munity, he was a devoted 
husband, father, and grand-

father. He was affectionately 
referred to by his family 
and friends as “Big Ray” or 
“Big Joe,” and “Poppy” to 
his eight grandchildren. 
No matter the title of dis-
tinction, however, Ray was 
known to one and all as a 
man of great integrity. In his 
reputed pragmatic, quiet, 
good-humored manner, he 
was forever generous with 
his time. Within his large 
extended family and among 
a wide circle of friends who 
recognized his ability, en-
ergy, and uncanny knack to 
imagine and construct solu-
tions to problems that chal-
lenged homeowners, Ray 
would do anything to help 
family and friends at any 
time in any place.
  Ray was a man who liked 

to keep busy. Although Ray 
retired from Chamberland 
Electric over a decade ago, 
true to his passion for in-
novative work and crafts-
manship and his delight in 
improving the lives of those 
around him, he never truly 
retired. Thus, he was excited 
to use his wide array of skills 
to help his sons remodel 
their homes, and after Barry 
bought his grandparents’ 
house in 2019, Ray dedi-
cated himself to renovate 
the home, for as long as his 
health allowed, with a com-
mitment that continued to 
prove his dedication to his 
family and his craft.
  Ray was predeceased 

by his parents, his brother 
Frank, his cousin Arthur 
Lundberg (who lived with 
him growing up), and his 
parents-in-law John and 
Topsy Barry.
  Ray is survived by his 

wife Julie; and sons Ray-
mond P. (wife Wanda), 
Michael (partner Erin), 
and Barry (fiancé Katie). 
His grandchildren include 
Ray’s kids Evelyn and Ray-
mond; Mike’s kids Hatteras 
and Nash; and Barry’s kids 
Reghan, Dean, Livia, and 
Adeline. He is also sur-
vived by his brother Richard 
(wife Eileen); sisters Diana 
(husband Jerry Pirnie) and 
Suzanne (who was pre-
deceased by her husband 
Warren Albrecht); and his 
brother Frank’s wife Diane; 
along with his brothers-in-
law Chris Barry (wife Julie), 
Steve Barry (wife Valerie); 
and sisters-in-law Mary 
Kay (husband Tim Pfaden-
hauer) and Barbie (husband 
Michael Janiszyn); as well as 
countless nephews, nieces, 
great-nephews, and great-
nieces.
  A Funeral Mass will take 

place on Saturday, Oct. 19, 
2024, at 11 a.m., at the St. 
Charles Catholic Church in 
Bellows Falls, Vt., which will 
be followed by a Celebration 
of Life at the Moose Club, 59 
Westminster Street in Bel-
lows Falls.
  In lieu of flowers, please 

consider donating to the 
American Cancer Society 
or American Heart Associa-
tion in his memory.
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

Raymond Chamberland, 
1950-2024.

PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
Marcia Galloway passed 
away on Sept. 24, 2024, 
peacefully at home, with 
her loving family by her 
side. She was born on Sept. 
11, 1941, in Providence, 
R.I., to Curtis and Anna 
Congdon.
  Marcia graduated from 

North Providence High 
School and Rhode Island 
Hospital of Nursing. She 
enjoyed a long career as a 
registered nurse at Rock-
ingham Memorial Hospital.
  She was predeceased by 

her husband Russell Gallo-
way, and stepson Brad Gal-
loway.
  Marica is survived by her 

siblings Curtis Congdon 
and his wife Betsey of Oak 
Groves, Mo.; Betty Ribsam 
and her husband John of 
Georgetown, Texas; and 
Martha Colson and her 
husband John of Stoning-
ton, Conn. Marcia leaves 
many nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces, and great-
nephews, whom she loved 
very deeply.
  Marcia was a member of 

the Altar Rosary Society 
of St. Peter’s Church, and 
was an active member of 
various organizations and 
clubs in the town of Wal-
pole. Marcia was the former 
president of the Hooper 
Hill Hoppers Snowmobil-
ing Club.
  Marcia wants to be re-

membered for her love of 
snowmobile riding, kayak-
ing, and long days at the 
beach with her feet in the 
salt water. 
  An hour of visitation will 

take place on Saturday, Oct. 
5, from 9-10 a.m., at the 
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, 
Vt. A Memorial Mass will 
be held at 10:30 a.m., at St. 
Peter’s Church in North 
Walpole, with burial to fol-
low at the Walpole Village 
Cemetery.
  In lieu of flowers, please 

consider donating to HCS 
Hospice, 312 Marlboro 
Street, Keene, NH 03431; or 
to the Fall Mountain Food 
Shelf, www.fallmountain-
foodshelf.org.
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home.

Marcia Galloway, 1941-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – William D. “Bill” Hodgson passed Sept. 
8, 2024, at the age of 79.
A Celebration of Life will be held Saturday, Oct. 12, at 10 

a.m., at the Church of the Annunciation’s hall, located at 7 
Depot Street, Ludlow, Vt. Pastries and coffee will be served.

WALPOLE, N.H. – Mar-
tha R. (Faulkner) Kings-
bury, aged 96, passed away 
peacefully at home on Sept. 
20, 2024, in Walpole, N.H. 
Born on June 9, 1928, in 
Swanzey, N.H., she was a 
lifelong resident of the area, 
and attended local Swanzey 
schools.
  Martha was a dedicated 

worker, spending many 
years at Hubbard Farms, 
and also worked at Wood-
ard’s Florists and Fanning’s 
Garage. Her commitment 
to community extend-
ed into her religious life 
as a devoted member of 
the First Congregational 
Church of Walpole.
  Her life was rich with 

hobbies and interests. Mar-
tha was an avid gardener, 
enjoyed watching birds, 
and loved fishing. Her trips 
to the coast of Maine were 
among her most cherished 
moments, always includ-
ing a lobster dinner. She 
was also an active member 
of the Red Hats Society, 
and the Scarlet Marauders 
drum corps, reflecting her 
vibrant and spirited per-
sonality. Martha’s love for 
animals was profound, of-
ten saying, “they all have to 
eat too.”
  Martha is survived by her 

children William Kings-
bury and his wife Patricia, 
Shirley Gorton and her 
husband Aquilla, Ronnie 
Kingsbury and his partner 
Jig Tetrault, and Margaret 
Charbonneau and her hus-
band James, all of Walpole. 
She also leaves behind her 
brothers Gilbert Faulkner 
and his wife Mary, and 
Francis Faulkner, both of 
Swanzey, as well as sis-
ters-in-law Ruth Faulkner 
and Winifred Faulkner. 
Her legacy includes eight 
grandchildren, 19 great-

grandchildren, and one 
great-great-grandchild. 
Martha was preceded in 
death by her parents Les-
ter and Ethel (Phillips) 
Faulkner; brothers Rich-
ard, Jason (Iona), Clarence, 
and Elwin Faulkner; sister-
in-law Winona Faulkner; 
grandson Benjamin Char-
bonneau; and her husband 
Albert Kingsbury.
  A time of visitation will 

take place on Tuesday, Oct. 
8, from 5-7 p.m., at the Fen-
ton and Hennessey Funeral 
Home, 55 Westminster 
Street, Bellows Falls, Vt. A 
funeral service will be held 
at the First Congregational 
Church, 15 Washington 
Street, Walpole, N.H., on 
Oct. 9, at 10 a.m. Burial will 
immediately follow the ser-
vice at the Walpole Village 
Cemetery. Reception will 
take place back at the First 
Congregational Church af-
ter the graveside service.
  In lieu of flowers, con-

tributions can be made to 
Walpole Ambulance, 34 
Elm Street, Walpole, NH 
03608; or Amazing Grace 
Animal Sanctuary, 161 
Centre Street, Sullivan, NH 
03445, in memory of Mar-
tha.
  Arrangements are en-

trusted to the Fenton and 
Hennessey Funeral Home, 
55 Westminster Street, Bel-
lows Falls, Vt.

Martha Kingsbury, 1928-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WESTMINSTER, Vt. –
On Sept. 13, 2024, Don-
ald F. Slie Sr., 88, of West-
minster, Vt., left this earth 
peacefully, surrounded by 
his family.
  Donald leaves behind his 

loving wife Charlotte; his 
daughters Alice, Leeann, 
and Holly; and his step-
children Kathleen and her 
husband Richard, Colleen 
and her husband Richard, 
Eileen, and William and 
his wife Jennifer. He also 
leaves behind grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren, 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.
  He is predeceased by his 

son Donald F. Slie Jr., his 
parents Robert and Sadie 
Slie, and 10 brothers and 
sisters.
  There will be a Celebra-

tion of Donald’s Life on 

Saturday, Nov. 9, from 1-3 
p.m., at the Westminster 
Institute, for family and 
friends to come together 
and share memories.
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

Donald Slie Sr., 2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
St. Charles Church, 31 Cherry Hill St.
Masses are held on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday, at 7 a.m.; Wednesday, at 7 p.m.; Saturday 
Vigil Mass, at 4 p.m.; and Sunday, at 9 a.m. For more 
information, call 802-732-8721.

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – In 
the fall of 2021, the ceiling 
collapsed in the sanctuary of 
the Perkinsville Community 
Church, causing consider-
able damage to the entire in-
terior space. The church fam-
ily was faced with a massive 
cleanup and repair job, and 
an insurance company which 
did not want to pay for that 
to happen. Through the ef-
forts of two of the members, 
Gloria Clark Ballantine and 
Terry John Woods, the insur-
ance company finally came 
through. Resident artist and 
author Terry John Woods 
oversaw the extensive repairs 
and refurbishing that took 
many months. 

  Beginning Oct. 13, the 
church will once again be 
holding services. The Rev. 
Michael Boy, pastor of the 
Ascutney Union Church, will 
preside over services on Sun-
days, at 5 p.m.
  The Perkinsville Com-

munity Church is an open 
and affirming church that is 
extending an invitation to ev-
eryone to attend the first-in-
a-long-time service. Whether 
you are looking for a church 
community that is safe and 
welcoming, or even if you 
have just always wanted to 
see what the church looks 
like inside, this is an oppor-
tunity to bring new life to an 
old and trusted institution.

Perkinsville Community 
Church to begin services
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TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

The Town of Springfield Development Review Board will 
hold a public hearing at 6:30 pm, Tuesday, October 8, 2024, 
to review three different zoning applications.  (1) Mixed use 
development located at 31 French Meadow Road. (2) Mixed 
use development located at 363 River Street. (3) Exterior 
building improvements in the downtown design review 
district at 120 Main Street. Individuals wishing to participate 
in the public hearing may do so in person, via Zoom video 
conferencing, or by submitting written comments. Partic-
ipation in this hearing is a prerequisite to the right to take 
any subsequent appeal. Please contact the Town Planner 
(802-376-6102 /toszoning@vermontel.net) for copies of the 
agenda and zoning applications.

SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT
WATER MAIN FLUSHING NOTICE

MONDAY, September 30 – FRIDAY, October 11, 2024

Periodically, we clean water mains of harmless corrosion and 
accumulated foreign matter by opening hydrants and allow-
ing the water to escape under high pressure. The flushing 
action is an important part of our program to maintain high 
quality water.

Although such flushing may produce temporary discol-
oration, the safety of the water is not affected in any way. 
HOWEVER, we advise you to schedule clothes washing and 
cleaning projects at other times.

All water mains will be flushed between 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m., Monday thru Friday. During the time this work is 
performed, IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE ENTIRE SYSTEM 
WILL BE AFFECTED. It is suggested that restaurants, laun-
dromats, etc. keep their use to a minimum until water clears. 
The water system will be riled and cloudy, but this condition 
will clear up upon completion of the work.

SPRINGFIELD WATER DEPARTMENT

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
HELP WANTED

Assistant Director of Parks and Recreation
The Town of Springfield, VT is looking for an Assistant Di-
rector of Parks & Recreation. This is a full-time; non-exempt 
position with an excellent benefit and retirement package. 
Salary range is $23.70 to $25.82, depending upon qualifica-
tions and experience. Position requires graduation from a 
college or university of recognized standing with a Bachelor’s 
Degree based on a major in Parks & Recreation Leadership; 
Sports Management; or Physical Education. The ideal candi-
date will have a minimum of at least one year of proven, suc-
cessful, and progressive experience in recreation leadership. 
Candidates may substitute a combination of education, train-
ing, and experience, especially experience within a municipal 
setting. Applicant must have or will be trained for a Vermont 
Certified Pool Operator Certificate, required renewal every 5 
years, OSHA Required Respirator knowledge and usage. First 
Aid Certification and renewal required, and CPR Certifica-
tion and renewal required for Adults & Children. Apply at 
the Human Resources Office, 96 Main Street, (802) 885-2104 
(toshr@vermontel.net). Applications may also be downloaded 
from the Town’s website (https://springfieldvt.govoffice2.com/
jobs). Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.  
The Town of Springfield is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

Fulfilling Career as a Water Technician

The Town of Springfield, VT is seeking a Water Technician 
for a full-time position in the Water Department. The Water 
Technician is mainly responsible for operations dealing with 
all aspects of metering water, recording and maintaining flow 
data as well as routine maintenance of the supply pumping 
stations. The Technician must have the technical skills and 
physical capabilities necessary to deal with the daily opera-
tion of the Water Division. Must have a High School Diplo-
ma or GED with associate courses and experience relating 
to the Water Division. Must possess a valid Motor Vehicle 
Operator’s License. Must be able to acquire a Commercial 
Driver’s License within one year of hire. Requires a VT Class 
3 public water system certification or higher (willing to 
train the right applicant). Pay is $21.04 – 23.66 depending 
on experience, CDL requirement and certifications. This 
is a non-exempt, Union position with an excellent benefits 
package. Applications and a complete job description can be 
found at https://springfieldvt.govoffice2.com/jobs. Apply at 
the Human Resources Office, 96 Main Street, (802) 885-2104 
(toshr@vermontel.net). Equal Opportunity Employer.

Vermont Absentee Ballot Mailing for 
November 5th General Election:

The Vermont Secretary of State’s office is mailing absentee 
ballots to all registered voters for the November 5th General 
Election. On September 9th and 20th, the Secretary of 
State’s office exported voter mailing addresses from the 
Vermont Elections Management System, in preparation of 
mailing absentee ballots to all voters for the General Elec-
tion on November 5th. Voters are expected to receive their 
ballots on or around September 25th. Each Vermont Town 
Clerk’s office will also receive a supply of absentee ballot 
materials for mailing to those newly registered voters and to 
new town residents after the September export dates. Voters 
that prefer to vote in person, should plan to bring their 
mailed ballot to their polling location to cast their ballot on 
voting day, rather than mailing back their absentee ballot 
to the Town for processing. Voters that do not bring their 
mailed ballot with them will be required to complete and 
sign an affidavit form that swears they have not yet voted in 
the election. Only then can they receive a ballot to cast at 
the polls. Please contact your Town Clerk’s office with any 
questions. For Westminster residents needing additional 
information, please contact the Town Clerk’s office, clerk@
westminstervt.org, 802-722-4091.

TOWN OF WESTON ROAD CREW
The Town of Weston seeks to add full-time and part-time, 
year-round member to our Road Crew. Candidates are 
required to hold a VT Driver’s License and a valid CDL and 
participate in drug/alcohol testing.

Mail or return your resume to: Town of Weston PO Box 98 
Weston VT 05161 or drop off at the Town Office.  You can 
also email the application to selectboard@westonvt.org  Ap-
plications will be reviewed as received with the position open 
until filled. The Town of Weston is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

OCT. 3 –
PITTSFIELD, Vt. – Author 
Kevin Graffagnino will 
be speaking at the Roger 
Clark Memorial Library, 40 
Village Green in Pittsfield, 
Vt., from 6-7 p.m., about 
his new book “Ira Allen: A 
Biography.” Please RSVP for 
this event by calling 802-
746-4067, or by emailing 
pittsfieldvtlibrary@gmail.
com.

CHESTER, Vt. – A memory 
cafe for caregivers and their 
loved ones will be held at 
St. Luke’s Willard Hall, 313 
Main Street in Chester, on 
Thursday, Oct. 3, from 11 
a.m. – 1 p.m.

OCT. 4 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Friday, Oct. 4, from 5-6:30 

p.m., the First Baptist Church 
of Bellows Falls, 9 Church 
Street, will hold a fundraiser 
supper, to benefit the First 
Baptist Church United 
Missions Fund in honor of 
Jane French. The menu will 
be spaghetti with meat sauce 
or veggie sauce, green 
salad, garlic bread, dessert, 
and a beverage. There is a 
small suggested donation.

OCT. 5 – 
CLAREMONT, N.H. – St. 
Mary’s Parish will hold their 
Old Time Penny Sale on 
Saturday, Oct. 5. Doors 
will open at 5 p.m., and 
drawings will begin at 6 
p.m. The grand prize is 
$1,500 cash ($1,200 if 
not present at the sale). 
More than 300 prizes will 
be raffled, and there will 

also be a free children’s 
raffle. Door prizes will 
be awarded, including a 
40-inch TV, two pop-up 
11-foot by 11-foot tents, 
and a Huffy mountain bike. 
Food available will include 
hot meatball subs, hot dogs, 
mac and cheese, popcorn, 
chips, and beverages.

WESTON, Vt. – Wilder 
Memorial Library in Weston 
invites children to join art 
teacher Casey Junker Bailey 
for a special art-making 
workshop on Saturday, Oct. 
5, at 10:30 a.m. Listen to a 
story, then make watercolor 
trees and decorated leaves 
to celebrate the season. The 
program is free of charge, 
and appropriate for all 
ages. For more information, 
you may contact the library 
at 802-824-4307.

OCT. 6 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –  On 
Sunday, Oct. 6, the 
Springfield Art Gym, 
335 River Street, Suite 2, 
will hold a fall workshop 
featuring five crafts suitable 
for adults and children, 
from 2-4 p.m. For more 
information on the workshop 
or how to sign up, visit 
www.facebook.com/
springfieldartgym. 

OCT. 8 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – On Tuesday, 
Oct. 8, at 11 a.m., Amanda 
Topham, BSN, RN, will be at 
the Black River Valley Senior 
Center, 10 High Street in 
Ludlow, to answer questions 
about the fall 2024 flu and 
Covid vaccines. Vaccines 
will be available for those 

who are interested. For more 
information, call 802-228-
7421.

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
The Springfield Area 
Parent Child Center’s 
(SAPCC) Substance Misuse 
Awareness Workshop 
Series will continue on 
Tuesday, Oct. 8, at the 
SAPCC Training Center, 
51 Jack and Jill Lane, 
North Springfield. The 
series will be led by Sharon 
O’Neill, MAT, training and 
coaching specialist, and 
Northern Lights master 
trainer. From 1-2:45 p.m., 
workshop participants 
will discuss the book “Hey 
Kiddo,” Jarrett Krosczka’s 
autobiographical novel 
about how substance abuse 
impacts children. Then, 
from 3-4 p.m., a panel of 
young adults will present 
and answer questions about 
how substance misuse has 
impacted their lives.

OCT. 10 –
CHESTER, Vt. – The Red 
Cross will hold a blood drive 
at Green Mountain Union 
High School, 716 Vermont 
Route 103, on Thursday, 
Oct. 10, from 12-5 p.m. 
Please call 1-800-RED-
CROSS or visit www.
redcrossblood.org and enter 
“GMUHS” to schedule an 
appointment. You can also 
enter for a $10 gift card for 
giving blood in October by 
visiting www.rcblood.org/
treat. 

OCT. 13 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The annual 
Fall into Winter Celebration 

will be held at the Jackson 
Gore Courtyard and 
Roundhouse on Sunday, 
Oct. 13, from 12-5 p.m. 
Join in for fall fun with 
hayrides, live music, an 
apple cider bar, dunk tank, 
Okemo barbecue, pumpkin 
decorating, and more. 
Admission to the event is 
free, but you can purchase 
Fall Activity tickets in 
advance online, or the day 
of at the ticket windows.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Sunday, Oct. 13, from 2-4 
p.m., Mona Frye returns to 
the Springfield Art Gym, 
335 River Street, Suite 2, 
for a workshop on painting 
a patchwork quilt. For 
more information on the 
workshop or how to sign up, 
visit www.facebook.com/
springfieldartgym. 

SUNDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the first and third Sunday 
of every month downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls, from 
8-10 a.m. All you can eat 
for a minimal cost.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Meet on 
Depot Street in downtown 
Ludlow every Sunday 
through Oct. 13, from 9 
a.m. – 1 p.m., to shop at 
our vibrant farmers market. 
Find a variety of local 
produce each week, along 
with fresh baked goods, 
handmade crafts and gifts, 
cold beverages, live music, 
and more. We can’t wait 
to see you for fresh food, 
community, and fun.

MONDAYS –
WESTON, Vt. – Bingo is 
Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
at the Weston Rod & Gun 
Club, 982 Route 100, 
1.5 miles north of Weston 
Village. All are welcome.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Community 

Chorus invites you to come 
sing with us on Mondays, 
from 6-8 p.m., at the United 
Methodist Church, 10 Valley 
Street. These sessions will 
be led by our new music 
director, Patty Meyer. No 
experience is necessary, just 
a love of singing. Dues are 
collected, and assistance is 
available. Concerts will be 
held on Dec. 14 and 15.

TUESDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Fletcher 
Memorial Library’s infant 
and toddler playgroup is 
held on Tuesday mornings, 
from 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m., 
from Sept. 10 – Nov. 19.

WEDNESDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Knitting with 
Friends at Six Loose Ladies 
on the Chester Common, 
Wednesdays, from 10 a.m. 
to noon.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Knitting Together, every 
Wednesday, 1-3 p.m., at 
Village Square Booksellers, 
knitting hats and mittens for 
our school kids. We provide 
yarn, some direction, 
and an enjoyable visit. 
Acrylic yarn donations 
are always welcome. For 
more information, contact 
Caroline at 802-463-4653.

THURSDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Certified 
instructor Helena Wu will 
teach tai chi classes every 
Thursday, from 9-10 a.m., 
at the Black River Valley 
Senior Center, 10 High 
Street in Ludlow. Classes are 
free, and are limited to 10 
participants. Registration 
is required. For more 
information, contact the 
Senior Center at 802-228-
7421, or Helena Wu at 
802-289-7369.

SATURDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Zumba 
classes, Saturdays at 9 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. All 
fitness levels welcome. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.
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classifiedsOPINION

Shawntae Webb, publisher@vermontjournal.com
Joe McCaffrey, sales@vermontjournal.com
Nick Giberti, editor@vermontjournal.com

Paula Benson, billing@vermontjournal.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Subject to space. May be edited for clarity, grammati-

cal errors, and libelous statements. Must be kept under 
400 words. Must include name and town for publication. 
Viewpoints do not necessarily reflect the views of The 
Vermont Journal & The Shopper.

POLITICAL LETTERS
Due to the volume of political letters we receive during 

elections, and the increased cost of adding pages to the 
paper to print them all, political letters  are charged at the 
rate of $75 for 200 words, and $0.50 per word thereaf-
ter. Political letters include endorsing, electioneering, or 
campaigning for a sepcific candidate or party.

 

Now Hiring 

Windsor County Coordinator  

Green Mountain RSVP, a program that matches volunteers 
aged 55+ with volunteer service opportunities is seeking a 
coordinator for Windsor County. 

 32 hour, home-based position with flexible hours (can be a 
four-day work week). Employer provides excellent benefits, 
including contribution to HSA and paid time off from start of 
employment.  

Must have car and be willing to travel (mostly in Windsor 
County, VT) about 50% of the time. Must enjoy speaking with 
people and building relationships with non-profits. 

 Associate’s degree or 3 years of experience in non-profits 
preferred, basic computer skills required.  

See website for full position description and how to apply: 
www.rsvpvt.org 

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT LABORER

The Town of Charlestown is seeking a qualified individual to 
fill the position of Highway Department Laborer.

This position is full-time, year-round. Duties include but not 
limited to snow plowing with plow and wing, and general 
labor. Previous experience with heavy equipment and road 
maintenance. Additional requirements are a good work ethic, 
positive attitude, hard worker and a team player. Must pass a 
pre-employment physical.

Applications can be dropped off at our Selectmen’s Office 
located at 233 Main Street Charlestown, NH, mailed to P.O. 
Box 385 Charlestown, NH 03603, or emailed to Ddezan@
charlestown-nh.gov.

The Town of Charlestown is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR/TRUCK DRIVER/LABORER

The Town of Charlestown is seeking a qualified individual 
to fill the position of Highway Equipment Operator/Truck 
Driver/Laborer.

This position is full-time, year-round. A CDL License is 
required. Duties include but not limited to snow plowing 
with plow and wing, and general labor. Previous experience 
with heavy equipment and road maintenance. Additional 
requirements are a good work ethic, positive attitude, hard 
worker and a team player. Must pass a physical, and a drug & 
alcohol test.

Applications can be dropped off at our Selectmen’s Office 
located at 233 Main Street Charlestown, NH, mailed to P.O. 
Box 385 Charlestown, NH 03603, or emailed to Ddezan@
charlestown-nh.gov.

The Town of Charlestown is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN
TRANSFER STATION ATTENDANT

The Town of Charlestown is seeking a qualified individual to 
fill the position of Transfer Station Attendant.

This position is part time and year-round. Weekly schedule is 
Tuesday through Saturday.

Duties include but not limited to:
1. Maintaining the recycling area and insuring the proper 
disposal and classification of all recycled materials.
2. Assisting residents and commercial users in the appropri-
ate placement of refuse and recyclables.
3. Assist the Road Agent in all matters related to the opera-
tion of a solid waste/recycling facility.  

Additional requirements are a good working ethic, positive 
attitude, hard worker and a team player. 

Interested candidates should complete an application and 
submit to: Charlestown Town Office - Human Resources 
Department, PO Box 385, Charlestown NH 03603 or email 
Ddezan@charlestown-nh.gov. An application may be found 
at www.charlestown-nh.gov or at the Town Office 233 Main 
St. Charlestown, NH.

The Town of Charlestown is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN
CEMETERY SEXTON

The Town of Charlestown is seeking a Cemetery Sexton. This 
position is a part-time seasonal position (April 1 to Novem-
ber 1) with no benefits.

The Sexton supervises the operation of the cemeteries to 
include sales of plots, recording burials, filing permits and 
researching old burial records. The Sexton also performs a 
variety of public relations and marketing duties to include 
assistance with site selection and payments as well as consult-
ing with bereaved families. Other duties include maintenance 
of the cemeteries such as mowing, tree trimming, etc.

REQUIREMENTS:
1. High School Diploma or Equivalent.
2. Valid NH Drivers License
3. Ability to be bonded.

Interested candidates should complete an application and/
or resume and submit to: Charlestown Town Office - Human 
Resources Department, P.O. Box 385, Charlestown NH 03603 
or email it to Ddezan@charlestown-nh.gov. An application 
may be found at www.charlestown-nh.gov or at the Town 
Office 233 Main St. Charlestown, NH.

The Town of Charlestown is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

FULL-TIME and PART-TIME POLICE 
OFFICER OPENINGS

Full time/Part time certified in New Hampshire and/or 
eligible for certification through the New Hampshire Police 
Standard and Training Council.

The Town of Charlestown Police Department is seeking 
a motivated, team oriented person who possesses good 
problem solving and communication skills that is interested 
in working in a tight knit community where community 
policing is a priority. The candidate selected will perform 
criminal investigations, crime prevention and community 
involvement assignments along with traffic enforcement.

Minimum Requirements: Applicants must be a U.S. Citizen; 
must be 21 years old by the anticipated date of the agility test. 
Applicants must be a high school graduate or equivalent. 
Candidates must meet the Physical Fitness Testing mini-
mums and will be re-tested once every three years if hired. 
Must be a full time certified police officer in New Hamp-
shire, or if certified in another state, must be eligible for 
certification with law package through the New Hampshire 
Police Standards and Training Council. The hiring process 
consists of a medical screening, physical agility test, Police 
Oral Board, polygraph examination, in depth background 
investigation, psychological evaluation, and drug screening. 
Salary is based on experience and your time in law enforce-
ment is transferable.

Full time positions are benefit eligible.

If you have any questions please feel free to call Chief Patrick 
Connors at 603-826-5747.

To Apply: An application can be found on the Charlestown 
Town Website at https://www.charlestown-nh.gov/employ-
ment.

Please submit a completed application, resume, and cover 
letter to: Chief Patrick Connors, Charlestown Police Depart-
ment, PO Box 1465, Charlestown, NH 03603.

~The Charlestown Police Department is an Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Employer~

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN
PART TIME WINDOW CLERK

The Town of Charlestown seeks qualified applicants for the 
position of Part-Time Window Clerk, working under the 
administrative direction of the Town Clerk/Tax Collector, 
responsibilities will include but are not limited to: 

Issuing motor vehicle registrations, plates and titles; Tax 
collection; Issuing vital records; birth, marriage and death 
certificates; Maintaining official municipal records; Issuing 
licenses, including Fish and Game and dogs; Assisting with 
elections, including voter registration. 

You must be highly organized and detail oriented, with 
ability to process transactions efficiently and accurately and 
provide information in a positive manner to all stakeholders, 
including Town departments, Boards, Commissions/Com-
mittees and the general public. 
You must be a self-starter and possess excellent cash han-
dling and computer skills, including Excel; will be focused 
on customer service and opportunities to enhance opera-
tional procedures; and, must be bondable. Ability to handle 
sensitive information, employ good judgment and commu-
nicate effectively is essential. Must have strong communica-
tion skills and be able to work cooperatively with all Town 
departments. 

Education: 
A high school degree is required.

Experience:
Two to three years of progressively increased responsibility 
in applicable office operations; experience in a municipality, 
or an equivalent combination of education and experience. 

Please submit a Town of Charlestown application, cover 
letter and résumé to: Town of Charlestown, Attn: Patricia 
Chaffee, PO Box 834, Charlestown, NH 03603 or by e-mail 
at patricia@charlestown-nh.gov.  Applications accepted until 
position is filled.

WATER FLUSHING 
NOTICE

VILLAGE OF LUDLOW

On Tuesday, October 15, 2024 through 
Thursday, October 17, 2024, the Village 
of Ludlow Water Department will be 
flushing the water system and testing the 

fire hydrant system. The flushing will take place each day 
from 7:00 AM to 3:30 PM.  

Please note:  The entire water system will be affected.  Res-
idents may experience discolored water during this time. 
When the flushing is complete, please be sure to let your 
cold water run until your water runs clear. We appreciate 
your patience and understanding while we perform our 
annual distribution system maintenance. 

If you have any questions, please call the Water Department 
at 228-8431 or the Municipal Office at 228-2842 or 228-
3923.

Thank you.

LMHUUSD School Board
Has an Immediate Opening

The Ludlow-Mount Holly Unified Union School District 
(LMHUUSD) seeks one Ludlow and one Mount Holly Town 
resident interested in serving as a member of our local school
board. The term of this position will be until Town Meeting 
Election Day held on Tuesday, March 4th, 2025. The Board 

meets regularly, the second Wednesday of each month at 6:00
p.m. and others as necessary. Members may fulfill additional 

responsibilities such as serving on board committees.

Please submit a letter of interest to:

LMHUUSD Board
c/o Layne Millington

609 VT Route 103 South
Ludlow, Vermont 05149

ESTATE SALE

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Estate Sale 
at 174 Oak Hill Terrace, Bellows 
Falls. Antiques, collectibles, furni-
ture, dishware, milk bottles, and 
so much more. Friday, Oct. 4 and 
Saturday, Oct 5, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

FIREWOOD

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – Firewood in 
the Andover, Weston, Londonderry, 
Windham area. $140 you cut & 
split, 1.5 ton Dump Truck load of 
8-10 foot delivered, cut last winter. 
Also cut & split, dry or green. Call 
802-875-2646 evenings. 

FOR RENT

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – Two bedroom 
apartment for rent, utilities in-
cluded, pets allowed, $1,200. Call 
603-372-2398 (leave message). 

FOR SALE

CHESTER, Vt. – Commercial 
property for sale by owner. 3-Unit 
building located on the Green. 1 
bedroom, 1 bath apartment, and 
2 retail storefronts, fully rented 
with excellent long-term tenants. 
Shown by appointment. Offered 

at $399,000. More information at 
802-875-3000.

HELP WANTED

WALPOLE, N.H. – ENTRY LEVEL 
MECHANICS – We’re looking for 
you! Start a new career and join 
our railroad family. Vermont Rail 
System is hiring! Full-time, fantastic 
benefits, great people. Visit www.
vrs.us.com to view job description 
and apply. 

YARD SALE

BARTONSVILLE, Vt. – Lower Bar-
tonsville Community Yard Sale on 
Oct. 12 and 13, from 9 a.m. – 3 
p.m. Multiple locations along Lower 
Bartonsville Rd. Tools, furniture, col-
lectibles, household items, antiques, 
big assortment. 

CHESTER, Vt. – Yard sale Saturday, 
Oct. 5, from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
188 South Main Street, Chester. 
Antiques, household, holiday, ETC. 
Rain date Oct. 6. 

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Garage sale 
Friday – Sunday, Oct. 4-6, from 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Outdoor table, 
chairs, lamps, home decorations, 
and many more miscellaneous 
items. 37 Northfield Drive, North 
Springfield. 

Dear Editor,

  The people in Windsor 
District are so fortunate to 
have Alison Clarkson rep-
resenting us in the Vermont 
Senate, where she is cur-
rently the Senate majority 
leader. Alison is one of our 
three state senators from 
the Windsor District, and is 
seeking re-election for her 
fifth term in the senate.
  In her 20 years repre-

senting our communities, 

in both the House and the 
Senate, Alison’s knowledge, 
hard work, and ability to 
form working relationships 
with others, even across the 
aisle, has earned her col-
leagues’ trust and my en-
thusiastic support.
  Alison is vice-chair of 

the Senate Economic De-
velopment, Housing, and 
General Affairs Commit-
tee, and serves on Senate 

Government Operations. 
Some of the major initia-
tives she has worked hard 
on include making historic 
investments in housing, en-
shrining reproductive lib-
erty into our Vermont Con-
stitution, enacting marriage 
equality, expanding com-
mon sense gun safety mea-
sures, reducing the cost of 
childcare, and protecting 
our environment.

  Alison is teaming up 
with Sen. Becca White 
and a strong new candi-
date, Joe Major, as our 
Windsor Senate District 
Democratic ticket in the 
general election. Please 
support this trio with 
your vote on or before 
Nov. 5.

Paid for by Sue Schiller
Norwich, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  Thank you for publishing 
the article “Chester holds 
rural zoning hearing.” It is 
important landowners and 
residents understand the 
changes being proposed in 
the rural districts of Chester. 
The planning commission 
began rewriting the rural 
district bylaws in January 
2024. The current plan is 
to eliminate minimum lot 
size requirements, and allow 
density-based zoning. This 
change would impact Ches-
ter’s two largest rural zoning 
districts, the R-120 District 
and the Conservation Resi-
dential District, which rep-
resent 90% of the town, or 
about 45 square miles. The 
current minimum lot size 
is three acres in R-120, and 
five acres in the Conserva-
tion Residential District. If 
the town eliminates mini-
mum lot size requirements, it 
is unclear exactly how small 
lots in the rural areas would 
be. Changes to road frontage 

and setback requirements 
are also proposed.
  Another substantial 

change in the proposed R-2 
would decrease lot size from 
three acres to two acres along 
the east side of Route 103, 
from Trebo Road to Wyman 
Falls Road, as well as up 
Trebo Road about the same 
distance. The same decrease 
in lot size is also slated for 
Route 10, from Gassetts east 
to the town line.
  The 2023 Vermont Home 

Act 47 provides for afford-
able housing and density-
based zoning in areas of 
towns served by sewer and 
water. The Home Act does 
not support density zoning 
in Vermont’s rural landscape. 
Yet that is what Chester’s 
planning commission is pro-
posing.
  Replacing minimum 

lot size with density zon-
ing in rural districts would 
make development in the 
rural areas harder to regu-

late; increase development 
on smaller lots (lot size un-
known); encourage strip de-
velopment along roads in the 
rural areas; add traffic on un-
paved roads, which are prone 
to flooding; collect no im-
pact fees to help cover added 
costs to the town; allow for a 
suburban, subdivision hous-
ing model in the rural dis-
tricts; set an experimental 
precedent moving forward; 
and impact the town’s scenic 

and rural character.
  If these proposed bylaw 

changes are concerning, 
you are encouraged to at-
tend the Chester Select-
board public hearing on 
Oct. 16, at 6:30 p.m., as 
the selectboard welcomes 
input from the general 
public.

Sincerely,
Amy and Brian Mosher
Chester, Vt.
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arts & entertainment

HIGGINS HILL ORCHARD

Mac, Cortland, Honeycrisp, Baldwin, Delicious,
Northern Spy, Mutsu, Gala, and Macoun 

Pick Your Own

Senior Citizen Discount
5 Mins from Exit 5, I-91 • Westminster, VT 

Westminster Heights Rd. to Orchard Hill Rd. Follow Signs
Open Daily 9am - 5pm

APPLES

Open from 
9 am - 5 pm everydayyellow

page BUSINESS DIRECTORY
$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks

Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art  Crafts Gifts & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7

Exhibit/Sale- Moonlight in Vermont
Handpainted Silk Scarves by Terri Flowers

Northwest Passage - Photography Show by Gene Parulis

Vermont Open Studio Weekend Oct. 5 & 6, 10-5
vermontcrafts.com

Register for Workshops & Shop Online 
www.galleryvault.org

Doodle Art - Yoga for the Brain with Antje Rupert
10/12 from 2-4  $40.

Pine Needle Christmas Ornament with Irene Dizes
10/19 from 11-4  $78.

Painting the Vibrant Colors of Fall with Rob O’Brien
11/2 from 9:30-4  $85
(10/16/24 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-
tions on up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our 
clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer 
care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.
mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/20/24 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(11/13/24 - 13)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2025! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(11/06/24 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
10am-6pm. 
(08/13/25 - TFN - 52)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/29/25 - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(11/20/24 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(12/04/24 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(12/18/24)

16 North Main Street  |  Charlestown, NH

529 Wellwood Orchard Rd., Springfield, VT
Check our Facebook page and website at www.wellwoodorchards.com

VISIT US ON

Pick-Your-Own  Pick-Your-Own  
APPLES!APPLES!

Visit our Country Store and Petting Zoo 
Wagon rides into the orchard on weekends

Open 7 days a week, 9am-5pm

802-263-5200

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – On Friday, Oct. 4, 
at 7:30 p.m., a new Inter-
national Concert Series 
begins at the Bellows 
Falls Opera House, pre-
sented by Ashuelot Con-
certs. The four concerts 
will feature international 
artists such as the Sitk-
ovetsky Trio, cellist Nina 
Lee, and British chamber 
musicians Louisa Stone-
hill (violin) and Nicholas 
Burns (piano). Friday’s 
concert features a pro-
gram of masterworks by 
Tchaikovsky, Brahms, 
and Grieg.
  Ashuelot Concerts 

is a nonprofit organi-
zation that brings live 
chamber music from the 
world’s leading concert 
halls into rural class-
rooms and concert halls 
in New Hampshire and 
Vermont. Its mission is 
to promote live classical 
music as a powerful force 
for good in the commu-
nity. By exposing thou-
sands of local children 
and adults to a powerful 
live experience of the 
highest quality, Ashuelot 

Concerts strives to be an 
inspirational force during 
challenging times.
  Founded by British con-

cert pianist Nicholas Burns 
and British American 
violinist Louisa Stonehill, 
Ashuelot Concerts aims to 
make classical music more 
accessible. Each concert 
features relatable introduc-
tions to each piece, offer-
ing the audience unique 
insights into the music pre-
sented. In schools, Ashuelot 
Concerts offers thousands 
of children their first op-
portunity to experience live 
classical music at the high-
est level. The program is de-
signed to support teachers 
by using live classical music 
as a tool to inspire students 
to persevere. Through the 
powerful example of a live 
performance, students 
learn that challenges which 
seem insurmountable to-
day can be transformed 
into enjoyable and achiev-
able goals with the right 
mindset, dedication, and 
learning strategies. This 
program brings interna-
tionally touring musicians 
into classrooms to share 

with children their own sto-
ries of overcoming seem-
ingly impossible difficulties 
to succeed in pursuing their 
passion at the highest level, 
offering students a unique 
opportunity to connect 
with the artistic process.
  To open the series at the 

Bellows Falls Opera House, 
Stonehill and Burns will 
explore the extraordinary 
story of New Year’s Day 
1888, when Anna and Ad-
olf Brodsky conspired to 
get Tchaikovsky, Brahms, 
and Grieg around the din-
ner table in their home in 
Leipzig.
  “This program reveals the 

human side of these great 
composers,” says Burns. “In 
between each piece, we will 
be reading from the diary 
entries of those who were 
there. It offers a fascinating 
glimpse into the rivalries 
and respect that existed be-
tween these incredibly fa-
mous composers.”
  Ahead of the concerts, 

the duo will be performing 
to hundreds of children at 
Gathering Waters in Keene 
and the Compass School in 
Bellows Falls. “Our schools 
program focuses on inspir-
ing local kids with power-
ful performances and mes-
sages of encouragement,” 
says Stonehill. “The kids’ 
reaction to the music is so 
enthusiastic that, while we 
have their attention, we 
try to encourage them to 
discover the power of per-
severance and determina-
tion in their own lives. The 
story around this program 
is a great way of reminding 
children that the composers 
who wrote these incredible 
pieces were just as human 
as the rest of us, with all the 
same worries, insecurities, 
and doubts about whether 
they could make it.”
  Stonehill and Burns have 

been performing world-
wide for nearly two de-
cades. Together they have 
released four critically ac-
claimed albums for Nimbus 
and Lyrita, and performed 
live for BBC Radio 3. In 
2016 they moved to Keene 
from London, and short-
ly after created Ashuelot 
Concerts. This season they 
will be joined on stage by 
some of the world’s leading 
chamber musicians.
  Online booking for the 

concerts at the Bellows Falls 
Opera House is encouraged 
in advance at www.ashue-
lotconcerts.org.

International Concert 
Series begins

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
During the weekend of 
Oct. 5 and 6, when artists 
and craftspeople through-
out Vermont open their 
doors and studios to 
visitors, the River Arti-
sans Cooperative on The 
Square in Bellows Falls in-
vites people to make a stop 
there as part of their tour. 
In addition to a wide range 

of art and unique craft 
items, there will be refresh-
ments available. There will 
also be a free gift for visi-
tors to choose from with 
each purchase. Artist Cin-
dy Moses is offering silver 
jack-o’-lantern earrings as 
a choice, and book artist 
Deborah Stuart is offering 
one-of-a-kind bookmarks. 
The shop has many great 

items in a wide range of 
prices, so it’s the perfect 
time to get a head start 
on holiday shopping.
  Our address is 28 The 

Square, and we are open 
T h u r s d a y - M o n d a y, 
from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
We hope that you’ll stop 
in during Open Studio 
days, or any other time 
you’re in the area.

Open Studio at River 
Artisans Cooperative

WEATHERSFIELD, Vt. –
Watercolor artist Robert 
O’Brien of Weathersfield will 
be exhibiting his paintings 
and prints during Vermont 
Fall Open Studio Weekend 
on Saturday, Oct. 5, and 
Sunday, Oct. 6, at his stu-

dio/gallery, located at 2811 
Weathersfield Center Road 
in Weathersfield Center. 
  Some of his recent original 

watercolors will be on dis-
play and for sale during the 
event, which runs from 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m. both days. All 
are welcome, and refresh-
ments will be served each 
day. Follow the yellow road 
signs to Studio #73. Maps 
with directions and minito-
urs are available at various 
locations throughout the re-
gion, and at welcome centers 
statewide. 
  Open Studio Weekend is 

sponsored by the Vermont 
Crafts Council, with a tour 
of 112 studios through-
out Vermont. Robert is a 
national award-winning 
artist, who has been paint-
ing in watercolor for over 
50 years. This will be an 
ideal weekend to get out, 
view spectacular foliage, 
and support our wonder-
ful local arts and crafts 
community. For more in-
formation, call 802-263-
9394.

Robert O’Brien Open 
Studio Weekend

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
A dark comedy about bun-
gling criminals will be the 
first indie film to screen 
as part of the Bellows Falls 
Films Independent Film-
maker Showcase, at the Bel-
lows Falls Opera House, in 
September and October.

  The Bellows Falls Op-
era House is a municipally 
owned film and live event 
venue located in the heart 
of Bellows Falls. In an effort 
to provide accessible op-
portunities for independent 
filmmakers to screen their 
films in a fully operational 
theater, the Bellows Falls 
Opera House has created 
BFFilms, in special arrange-
ment with Rockingham En-
tertainment Development 
(RED). BFFilms seeks to 
offer a variety of films to 
the public by inviting inde-
pendent filmmakers from 
throughout New England 
to present commercially 
viable projects without the 
burden of excessive upfront 
costs. Ticket sales will be 
handled through the Bel-
lows Falls Opera House 
website, www.bellowsfall-
soperahouse.com.
  “Dead English” (www.

vimeo.com/891311592?
share=copy) will be pre-

sented on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 
with actor, filmmaker, and 
musician Matt Munroe 
(www.mattmunroe.com). 
The dark comedy explores 
what happens after a bun-
gled heist goes wrong, and 
two friends are forced to 
deal with the body of the 
individual they burgled. A 
Brothers Munroe Produc-
tion, Munroe is a Vermont 
native who spent twenty 
years in Los Angeles, and 
has returned home to live in 
southern Vermont. He was 
cast in the film “Indepen-
dence Day: Resurgence.” 
Munroe will be available for 
a Q&A after the film. Re-
serve tickets online at www.
bellowsfallsoperahouse.
com/whats-playing-2.
  Additional films are 

booking throughout the 
end of the year, and will 
be announced soon. Dates 
in 2025 are being reserved 
now. For more information, 
or to explore booking your 
independent film, contact 
Susan MacNeil at susan@
svidol.com.

BFOH Independent 
Filmmaker Showcase

VISIT US ON

@VermontJournal
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arts & entertainment

Thursday - Local NightThursday - Local Night

Friday - Singo at 7pmFriday - Singo at 7pm

Saturday - Green Chair Foliage Rides 11-4Saturday - Green Chair Foliage Rides 11-4
     Live Music 12-3 at Sunshine Corner     Live Music 12-3 at Sunshine Corner

BLT CLOSED Saturday & SundayBLT CLOSED Saturday & Sunday
    for a Private Event

Thursday 4-9pm
Friday 4-10pm

Saturday 11am-10pm
Sunday 11am-7pm

magicmtn.com   495 Magic Mountain Access Rd, Londonderry

    for a Private Event    for a Private Event

Saturday 11am-10pm

magicmtn.com   495 Magic Mountain Access Rd, Londonderry

Large Variety of 
Menu Items!

Matilda and 
Three Bears

Antiques & Gifts

26 The Common
Chester, VT

802-875-6041

126 Main Street | Ludlow, VT
802-228-2400 | JohnnysKitchenVT@gmail.com

~ OUR OWN ~~ OUR OWN ~
CORNCORN

PUMPKINSPUMPKINS
LOCAL CHEESE & MEATLOCAL CHEESE & MEAT

APPLESAPPLES
TOMATOESTOMATOES

WINTER SQUASHWINTER SQUASH

Open Daily 9-6Open Daily 9-6

Route 12 Route 12 
Walpole, NHWalpole, NH

Like us on FacebookLike us on Facebook

RON PATCH
Buying Antiques

Photographs, 
Military, Clocks, 

Guns, Coins

802-374-0119

Come for the Food, Stay for the Fun!

802-228-7797
Kitchen Hours Monday – Friday 4–9pm

Saturday 12–9pm,  Sunday 12-8pm

Monday Open Mic Night at 8:30pm
Tuesday Trivia at 6pm with Rick Davis

Thursday Irish Session with Gypsy Reel at 6:30pm

WESTON, Vt. – Water-
color artist Doris Ingram, 
a long-time resident of 
Weston, is returning for 
her second studio tour. 
She is a signature member 
of both the Vermont Wa-
tercolor Society and the 
Delaware Watercolor So-
ciety. She has won multiple 
awards, including, most 
recently, second place in 
the Vermont Watercolor 
Society’s fall show.
  Ingram loves to cap-

ture the essence of the old 
homes and barns that are 
rapidly disappearing from 
our landscape. She has do-
nated many house portraits 
to benefit the Weston The-
ater Company and Neigh-
borhood Connections.
  Ingram is an enthusi-

astic teacher, who enjoys 
sharing her passion for art 
with her students. Her stu-
dio is filled with paintings 
of Vermont barns, land-
scapes, flowers, and Euro-
pean paintings from her 

trips abroad.
  The studio is located 

at 83 Trout Club Road 
in Weston. Open studio 
is Saturday, Oct. 5, and 
Sunday, Oct. 6, from 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m. both days.

Doris Ingram Open 
Studio

Doris Ingram.
PHOTO BY DEBORAH TWOMBLY

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Gallery at the VAULT 
is delighted to offer up-
coming workshops, and 
also calls for artworks for 
their Open Wall Show. 

  Doodle art workshop
  Join a relaxing “Doodle 

Art – Yoga for the Brain” 
workshop with Antje 
Ruppert on Saturday, 
Oct. 12, from 2-4 p.m.
  In this workshop you 

will learn to draw a series 
of different patterns with 
pencil and sharpie felt 
pens. You will then com-
bine a number of differ-
ent patterns on a 5-inch 
by 5-inch sheet of card 
stock, and thereby create 
a lovely and very unique 
piece of art effortlessly. 
You can then choose to 
color your piece with 
watercolor pencils and 
brushes.
  This art technique is 

very beginner-friendly, 
and truly relaxing. All 
patterns will be ex-
plained in easy-to-follow 
steps. All materials are 
provided.
  The cost of the work-

shop is discounted for 
gallery members. Regis-
ter by Wednesday, Oct. 9.

  Call for work
  You are invited to 

show your work at Gal-
lery at the VAULT in our 
Open Wall Show. This 
is a chance to display 
your work in a nonjuried 
show. There is no fee. It 
is a great opportunity for 
artists who would like to 
get their work out there 
for the first time, as well 
as for seasoned artists.
  The next show’s theme 

is “Glistening Won-
ders,” which will be on 
display from Oct. 16 – 
Dec. 26. You can bring 
in two works if they are 
18 inches by 20 inches 
or smaller, or one if it is 
larger. Sculpture, pot-
tery, etc. are appreciated 
just as much as wall art. 

The work needs to 
be suitable for view-
ing by all ages. Wire 
on the back of wall 
art is needed for 
our hanging system. 
The time to bring 
in your creation is 
Wednesday, Oct. 
9, from 11 a.m. – 5 
p.m.; Thursday, Oct. 
10, from 11 a.m. – 5 
p.m.; Friday, Oct. 
11, from 11 a.m. – 
6:30 p.m.; or Satur-
day, Oct. 12, from 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

  Pine needle 
Christmas ornament work-
shop 
  Gallery at the VAULT will 

offer a one-day workshop, 
“Pine Needle Christmas 
Ornaments,” on Saturday, 
Oct. 19, from 11a.m. – 4 
p.m., with Irene Dizes.
  You will create a unique, 

beautiful Christmas orna-
ment using long pine nee-
dles from Florida, which 
will be formed around a 
3-inch metal ring with 
decorative stitching. You 
will learn a simple and easy 
stitch to attach the pine 
needles. A small decorative 
winter ornament hangs in 
the center. Beading embel-
lishments are optional. All 
supplies will be provided.
  Dizes is a creator work-

ing with multiple mediums, 
and enjoys using natural 
materials to create. Her 
passion is fiber arts.
  The cost of the workshop 

is discounted for gallery 
members. Register by Sat-
urday, Oct. 12. Please in-
clude your phone number.
  Gallery at the VAULT is 

located at 68 Main Street 
in Springfield, and is open 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays, from 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m.; and Fridays. 
from 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. For 
more information, call 
802-885-7111, email gal-
leryvault@vermontel.net, 
visit www.galleryvault.org, 
or stop by the gallery. Gal-
lery at the VAULT is handi-
cap accessible.

Happenings at the VAULT

Ruppert’s doodle art workshop. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts continues its 2024 
Bandwagon Summer Se-
ries of concerts with a folk, 
roots, and Americana music 
festival, featuring The Cle-
ments Brothers, The Jacob 
Jolliff Band, and The Mam-
mals, on Sunday, Oct.6, at 
2 p.m., at Cooper Softball 
Field in Putney, Vt.
  The Clements Brothers 

are George and Charles Cle-
ments, identical twins from 
New England. They’ve been 
playing and writing music 
together for as long as they 
can remember, and their 
duo marks their first proj-
ect together since playing in 
the internationally touring 
grassroots band The Lone-
ly Heartstring Band, with 
whom they put out two al-
bums on Rounder Records. 
With roots, rock, bluegrass, 
jazz, and classical influ-
ences, George (guitar) and 
Charles (bass) aim to cap-
ture their singer-songwriter 
sensibilities in a unique 
blended voice, at once en-
thralling and intimate, 
groovy and serene. The duo 
is a fusion of each brother’s 
unique musical journey, and 
the result is a music all its 
own, filled with vocal har-
monies, instrumental virtu-
osity, and a genuine love of 
song.
  Born into a musical family 

in Newberg, Ore., Jacob Jol-
liff started playing mandolin 
at age 7, and performed in a 
bluegrass gospel band with 
his father as a teenager. At 
age18, he was awarded a full 
scholarship to The Berklee 
College of Music in Boston, 
where he joined the New 
England-based roots music 
band Joy Kills Sorrow. They 
toured extensively through-
out the U.S., Canada, and 

Europe, playing hundreds 
of clubs, theaters, and festi-
vals. In 2012, Jolliff won the 
National Mandolin Cham-
pionship in Winfield, Kan., 
and two years later joined 
the progressive bluegrass 
jam group Yonder Moun-
tain String Band, releasing 
three albums and touring 
with the band until the end 
of 2019. In 2022, Jolliff was 
called on by world-famous 
banjo player Bela Fleck to 
tour as part of My Blue-
grass Heart. He performed 
around the country along-
side Fleck and some of the 
very best musicians in the 
genre – Bryan Sutton, Cody 
Kilby, Justin Moses, Mark 
Schatz, Michael Cleveland, 
Stuart Duncan, and Billy 
Contreras. Jolliff ’s main fo-
cus now is The Jacob Jolliff 
Band, an ensemble of vir-
tuosic pickers who play his 
original instrumentals, and 
showcase his singing. They 
tour nationally in the U.S., 
and have also travelled to 
Scotland and Australia to 
perform.
  The Mammals are folk-

singers Ruth Ungar, Mike 
Merenda, and a cohort of 
compelling collaborators, 
who form a touring quintet 
on the fiddle, banjo, guitar, 
organ, bass, and drums. 
Over the past 20 years, they 
have quietly composed a 
canon of original songs that 
both reflect our culture, 
and offer a vision of how 
the world might yet be. A 
rough and tumble decade in 
the 2000s forged The Mam-
mals’ identity as “subversive 
acoustic traditionalists” and 
a “party band with a con-
science,” equally inspired 
by their folk predecessors 
and Americana peers. Re-
emerging in 2017 from a hi-

bernation period during 
which the band’s found-
ers explored new song-
writing terrain (releasing 
five albums under the 
moniker Mike + Ruthy), 
the quintet effortlessly 
spans the horizons of 
Americana, from soulful-
ly harmonized indie-folk 
ballads, to zealous fiddle 
and banjo-driven foot 
stompers.
  Cooper Field is located 

at 41 Sand Hill Road in 
Putney, Vt. Tickets are 
discounted in advance at 
www.nextstagearts.org; 
kids under 12 are free. 
Next Stage will provide a 
beer, wine, and cocktail 
cash bar, and Smokin’ 
Bowls will serve an ever-
changing variety of sea-
sonal dishes using local 
produce, dairy, and meat. 
Bring lawn chairs or blan-
kets for outdoor seating 
on the grass. For more in-
formation, visit 802-387-
0102 or visit the website.

Bandwagon Folk Festival
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real estate

Your Home Loan Lender of Choice

WHERE
YOU
LIVE

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. ©2022 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649
Equal Housing Lender. PrimeLending VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964MB V010918.

Purchase Refinance Renovation

Victoria Blodgett
NMLS# 179656 | Senior Loan Officer

802-975-0350 vblodget@primelending.com

www.vbprimelending.com

126 Main St #1C
   Ludlow, VT 05149

BUYING OR 
SELLING? 
MEET THE 
PROFESSIONALS

Charming Cottage!
Weston, VT

$369,000

15+/- Acres!
Springfi eld, VT

$329,000

Charming Escape!
Athens, VT

$349,000

End Unit Condo!
Springfi eld, VT

$219,000

Professional Real 
Estate Services

barrettandvalley.com

GRAFTON
802-843-2390

CHESTER
802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD
802-885-8282

TOWNSHEND 
802-365-4311

Tyleen Murray, Broker
REALTOR   

802.777.8047
Ty@KelleyRealEstate.com

®

When it’s time to Buy or Sell...choose Kelley Real Estate
www.KelleyRealEstate.com

Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation
72-B Pond Street | Ludlow

802-228-5333 | Realtor@KelleyRealEstate.com
Don Eatmon Broker/Owner

RENOVATED HOME 
IN PROCTORSVILLE

Finishing touches 
are currently in 

the homestretch. 
Renovations have kept 

the old-house character 
with exposed posts and 

beams while adding 
charming updates. Call 

or Text Listing Agent Ty 
Murray at 802-777-8047

CAVENDISH VILLAGE 
INVESTMENT 
PROPERTY Renovated 
1850’s home currently 
used as two income-
producing units 
(3-bedroom unit upstairs 
and 2-bedroom unit on 
main level). Property 
has a second 3-bedroom 
home built in 1988.  Call 
or Text Listing Agent Ty 
Murray at 802-777-8047 

Joe Karl
Realtor®
Joe@vtprop.com • www.vtprop.com
802.353.5454 Cell • 802.228-8877 Office
29 Locust Hill Road • Ludlow, VT 05149

Check & change

your smoke

detector batteries

PPSSPSPPSP llyylyllyl

rrssrsrrsr

PSAfromyourfriendly

neighborhoodRealtors

crownpointrealtors.com

It could save a
life.

REGION – Buying a 
home is the single-largest 
financial commitment 
most people ever make. 
And sorting through mort-
gages involves a lot of criti-
cal choices. One of these is 
choosing between a fixed or 
variable interest rate mort-
gage.
  True to its name, fixed-

rate mortgage interest is 
“fixed” throughout the 
life of the loan. In con-
trast, the interest rate on 
a variable-interest-rate 
loan can change over time. 
The mortgage interest rate 
charged by a variable loan is 
usually based on an index, 
which means payments 
could move up or down, 
depending on prevailing 
interest rates.
  Fixed-rate mortgages 

have advantages and dis-
advantages. For example, 
rates and payments remain 
constant despite the inter-
est rate climate. But fixed-
rate loans generally have 
higher initial interest rates 

than variable-rate mort-
gages; the financial institu-
tion may charge more be-
cause if rates go higher, it 
may lose out. If prevailing 
interest rates trend lower, a 
fixed-rate mortgage holder 
may choose to refinance, 
and that may involve clos-
ing costs, additional paper-
work, and more.
  With variable-rate mort-

gages, the initial interest 
rates are often lower be-
cause the lender is able to 
transfer some of the risk to 
the borrower; if prevailing 
rates go higher, the interest 
rate on the variable mort-
gage may adjust upward as 
well. Variable-rate mort-
gages may allow borrowers 
to take advantage of falling 
interest rates without refi-
nancing. One of the biggest 
advantages variable-rate 
mortgages offer can be one 
of their biggest disadvan-
tages as well. Rates and 
payments are subject to 
change, and they can rise 
over the life of the loan.

  Should you choose a 
fixed or variable mortgage? 
Here are four broad consid-
erations:
  First, how long do you 

plan to stay in the home? 
If you plan on living in the 
home a short time before 
selling it, you may want 
to consider a variable-rate 
mortgage. With a shorter 
time frame, the loan will 
have less time to move up 
or down.

  Second, what’s happening 
with interest rates? If inter-
est rates are below historic 
averages, it may make sense 
to consider a fixed rate. On 
the other hand, if interest 
rates are above historic av-
erages, it may make sense 
to consider a variable-rate 
loan. Then, if interest rates 
decline, your interest rate 
may fall as well.
  Third, under what condi-

tions can the lender adjust 

the rate and payment? How 
frequently can it be adjust-
ed? Is there a limit on how 
much it can be adjusted in 
each period? Is there a life-
time limit on how high the 
interest rate and payment 
can be raised?
  And fourth, could you 

still afford your monthly 
payment if interest rates 
were to rise significantly? 
How would it affect your 
finances if your payment 

were to rise to its lifetime 
limit and stay there for an 
extended period?
  For most, buying a home 

is a major commitment. 
Selecting the most appro-
priate mortgage may make 
that long-term obligation 
more manageable.

  Written by Mark Hunt-
ley, Huntley Financial Ser-
vices, 802-228-5774, www.
huntleyfs.com. 

Fixed or variable mortgage?

According to the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, the annual rate on the 30-year fi xed-rate mortgage was 6.63 percent 
(as of February 2024).

PHOTO PROVIDED
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outdoor news

General Contracting

 Construction 

Excavating

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT

www.barrsbuilders.com

DERK BEARDMORE
beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

DON’T
HIBERNATE.
BUTTON 
UP.

sponsored by Efficiency Vermont

There’s never been a better 
time to weatherize your home.

Join us for webinars 
to learn more!

ButtonUpVermont.org

All offers subject to eligibility and availability. 

• 75% off project costs, up to $9,500 
• Free services for income-eligible Vermonters
• 0% financing options

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. –  A 
traditional muzzleloader 
woods walk will be held 
on Oct. 5, from 10 a.m. to 
midafternoon, at the Preci-
sion Valley Fish and Game 
Association, Route 106, Per-
kinsville, Vt., about a mile 
south of Downers Four Cor-
ners (Exit 8 off I-91). 
  The course of fire consists 

of a dozen or more shots 
from different stations at 
breakable or gong targets at 

varied, unknown distances, 
generally 20-50 yards. Guns 
may be either caplock or 
flintlock, rifled or smooth-
bore, and sidelocks only – 
no modern inlines, no sabo-
ted bullets. Moderate loads 
and soft lead round balls are 
required to avoid damage to 
gong targets. This is a “blan-
ket” shoot; every competi-
tor donates a prize related 
to muzzleloading shooting, 
and the top shooter gets first 

pick from the “prize blan-
ket,” and so forth in de-
scending order. Everyone 
wins something. Prizes 
should be worth $15 or 
more. 
  There is a small entry 

fee. Bring good walking 
shoes, a lunch, and drink-
ing water. Spectators are 
welcome. For further in-
formation, contact Eric 
Bye at bye@vermontel.
net or 802-886-1777.

Muzzleloader woods walk

LUDLOW, Vt. – On 
Sunday, Sept. 8, the Lud-
low Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 36 held 
their 20th annual golf 
tournament at Killington 
Golf Course. The over-
all winners, shooting a 
19 under par score of 53, 
consisted of the defending 
team of Jake Lombard, 
Joel Lombard, Kurt Lom-
bard, and Troy Demers. 
Second place honors, 
shooting a score of 59, 
went to the team of Todd 
Anderson, Jon Emmons, 
Chris Haynes, and Jack 
Maloney. Rounding out 
the top three with a score 
of 62 was the team of Tom 
Hyjek, Mike Hyjek, Mike 
Martin, and Woody Ro-
driques. This tournament 
was a fundraiser to sup-
port our local veterans 
and children, and with the 
support of all the players 
as well as our local spon-
sors, we can donate to 
these worthy causes. Oth-
er tournament winners 
were: closest to the pin for 
men, Steve Gebeault; clos-
est to the pin for women, 
Mary Lou Shaw; and clos-
et to the line, Earle Brown.

  The Sons would like to 
thank all the volunteers who 
helped make this tourna-
ment possible, especially 
Mark and Beth Lombard, 
and Becky and Bethany 
Parker, who served up a 
fabulous lunch for all the 
players.
  We would also like to 

thank the following hole 
sponsors, who helped make 
this tournament a huge suc-
cess with their very gen-
erous donations: Ballard 
Hobart American Legion 
Post #36, Ballard Hobart 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit #36, Baker Distribut-
ing, Beardmore Excavating 
Inc., Benson’s Chevrolet Inc., 
Boondocks Welding & Fab-
ricating LLC, Brewfest Bev-
erage Company, Carleton 
Plumbing & Heating, Clear 
Choice Pool & Spa Service 
LLC, CSStoneworks, Colton 
Bright Side Electric, Coun-
tryside Alarms Inc., Crown 
Point Country Club, David 
Berry Woodworking Inc., 
802 Auto Body, Farrell Dis-
tributors, Formula Ford of 
Rutland, Fostering Wellness, 
Gassetts Group, George B. 
Tucker Inc., Gilcris Enter-
prises Inc., Green Mountain 

National Golf Course, Green 
Mountain Sugar House, Hair 
By Paula Inc., High Country 
Contractors, Jeff Stearns 
Excavating, JC’s Plumbing 
& Heating, Josselyn Broth-
ers Construction Inc., Kil-
lington Golf Course, Knight 
Tubs, LaValley Building 
Supply, Ludlow Insurance 
Agency Inc., Ludlow Ser-
vice Center, Ludlow Shell, 
Ludlow Side Hill Cronchers 
Snowmobile Club, Master 
Plumbing & Heating, Papa 
John’s Sugar Shack, PDA 
Henry Cleveland, Olesky 
Excavation, Pete’s Painting 
Inc., Proctor Pittsford Coun-
try Club, Quirk Volkswa-
gen N.H., Record Concrete 
Inc., Sanderson Contract-
ing, Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 7 Hard-
wick, Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 19 Bristol, 
Sons of the American Le-
gion Squadron 27 Middle-
bury, Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 67 Ches-
ter, Squeels on Wheels BBQ, 
S.S. Property Management, 
Ted Stryhas Builder Inc., 
Weathersfield Pathfind-
ers Snowmobile Club, and 
Wright Construction Com-
pany Inc.

Sons of the American 
Legion Golf Tournament

WALPOLE, N.H. – Each 
year, the Cheshire County 
Conservation District hon-
ors an individual, business, 
or organization with the 
“Cooperator of the Year” 
award. This is done to cel-
ebrate the efforts the recipi-
ent has undertaken to stew-
ard the natural resources on 
their land in cooperation 
with the conservation dis-
trict and the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS). This year, 
we are happy to announce 
Britton Farm of Walpole, 
N.H., as our 2024 Coopera-
tor of the Year. 
  Britton Farm, founded 

in 1948 by Lawrence and 
Yvonne Britton, is a multi-
generational dairy farm on 
Watkins Hill Road in Walpo-
le, N.H. In 2023, the Britton 
family celebrated 75 years of 
milking cows and producing 
milk for sale in the commer-
cial market. Their total herd 
size is 200 head, including 
registered Holsteins who are 
milked along with Jerseys 
and other crosses. Britton 
Farm is a member of the 
Agri-Mark Cooperative, and 
produces 2 million pounds 
of milk annually. In addition 
to the dairy farm, they have 
diversified to also produce 
Wagyu beef, pork, and ma-
ple, which are for sale at their 
farm store on site. As Josie 
Britton shares, they value 
having a “high quality prod-

uct at a reasonable cost for 
the local community.” They 
love that their neighbors are 
their customers, and impor-
tant partners in the success 
of their farm business. To 
support their operation, they 
grow 300 acres of hay, 110 
acres of corn, and have 100 
acres of pasture and 1,500 
maple taps, with the poten-
tial for growth. As Larry 
shared, “Farming is a great 
way to live, and a tough way 
to make a living,” and the 
Britton family is committed 
to the future success of their 
business and the steward-
ship of their land and farm-
ing heritage. 
  Larry and Josie Britton 

are the third generation of 
stewards. They both went to 
Fall Mountain High School, 
where Josie participated in 
Future Farmers of Amer-
ica and 4-H working with 
horses, cows, and sheep. 
Larry grew up on the farm 
and never wanted to miss a 

moment of the action on 
this traditional New Eng-
land dairy farm he called 
home. Larry farmed this 
ground alongside his 
brother Andy Britton 
until his passing in May 
2005, and took over the 
reins from his parents Al-
fred and Mary Britton in 
2015. Larry serves as the 
farm manager, dedicated 
to managing daily opera-
tions, and Josie does the 
bookkeeping, helps as 
needed on all tasks, and 
also works full time off 
the farm as a histology 
technician.
  Join our community in 

celebrating Britton Farm, 
2024 Cooperator of the 
Year, at CCCD’s 79th 
Annual Celebration on 
Thursday, Oct. 10, from 
6-8 p.m., at Stonewall 
Farm. Registration is re-
quired by visiting www.
cccdcelebrates79.event-
brite.com.

Britton Farm receives award
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ludlow harvest fair

228-2280
160 Main Street, Ludlow • www.BlueSkyVT.com

Jewelry • Pottery • Candles • G i f ts

Where Books Find Readers!
136 Main Street, Ludlow, VT 05149

802-228-3238   www.thebooknookvt.com

Take GOOD BEER Home!Take GOOD BEER Home!Take GOOD BEER Home!Take GOOD BEER Home!

 Liquor     Wine     CBD

Craft Beer Lovers’

PARADISE

Non-Alcoholic

Spirits    RTD    Beer

Wine    Seltzer

THE TWIN STATES’ 
JEEP WRANGLER HEADQUARTERS

5 River Road, Claremont, NH
www.cdjrofclaremont.com 603-543-0188

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS!

Frank Provance
Cell: 802-345-3894

Frank@DiamondRealtyVT.com
DiamondRealtyVT.com

Diamond Realty, 101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT 05149
802-228-1234

2019 CPBR Realtor of the Year  &  2022 Good Neighbor Award

Breakfast & Lunch | 802-228-2886 | 47 Depot St, Ludlow, VT

Ford of Claremont
FordOfClaremont.com    603-542-9800

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS

NOBODY HAS MORE INVENTORY!

Visit your Local Sugar House

Green Mountain Sugar House 
820 Route 100 North  |  Ludlow, VT

800-643-9338  |  www.gmsh.com  |  Like us on Facebook

802-228-5774

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S
Providing discreet financial advice to our community for over 20 years

Member FINRA/SIPC
Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

802-376-5346
See you at the Ludlow Harvest Fair!

FOOD TRUCK AND CATERING

Shop at your 
Local Hardware Store!

Hardware - Lumber - Kitchen - More

(802) 228-4665

182 Pleasant St.
Ludlow, VT 05149

Open Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat 7-3

Enjoy the Harvest Fair!

Ludlow Insurance Agency, Inc.
802-228-8823
150 Main St, Ludlow, VT

American Legion
Ballard-Hobart #36 
135 Main Street, Ludlow, VT 05149
802-228-9807  -  www.alpost36vt.com

Celebrating 106 Years of Service
to Veterans and Family

1919 – 2024

Enjoy the Ludlow Harvest Fair!

Enjoy the Fair!

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Ludlow Elementary School 
Parent-Teacher Group 
(PTG) will host this year’s 
Harvest Fair, on the front 
lawn of Black River High 
School, on Saturday, Oct. 
5, from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
The event will be held rain 
or shine.
  Attractions will include 

more than 45 local ven-
dors, artisans and crafters, 
food trucks, a bake sale, 
and live music. There will 
also be kids’ games put 
on by volunteers from the 
Expeditionary School at 
Black River (ESBR), and 

pumpkin painting.
  The PTG will also be 

running their annual 
“Doo Doo Bingo.” Bingo 
squares will be sold at a 
variety of locations prior 
to the event, as well as on 
the day of the fair if any 
spaces are remaining, un-
til 1 p.m. A friendly farm 
friend will make his debut 
on the squares from 1-3 
p.m., or until whenever the 
animal makes its deposit. 
Where the animal decides 
to “doo” will be the grand 
prize winner. 
  If you would like more 

information, or would like 
to purchase a Donkey Doo 
Square, please contact the 
PTG at Ludlowptg@gmail.
com. Follow the event on 
Facebook at “Ludlow Ver-
mont’s Annual Harvest 
Fair.”

Ludlow 
PTG to host 
40th annual 
Harvest Fair

Join the 40th annual Ludlow Harvest Fair.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Doo Doo Bingo from a previous year. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

VENDORS
802 Heat Hot Sauce
A Scent of Success – 

Scentsy fragrance and 
home decor

AJ’S Catering – Fried 
dough and cold drinks

Angel Bones – Dog bones
Anne Perreault, author – 

Inspirational Christian 
fi ction books

Ashley Taylor Art – 
Paintings and drawings

Bianchi Street Studio – 
Functional and 
decorative hand-built 
mugs, bowls, vases, 
pipes, wind chimes, 
ornaments, and beads

Black River Glass – 

Pendants and sun 
catchers made from 
rare pieces of old, well-
tumbled Black River 
glass

Drouin’s Glen 
Woodworking – Cutting 
boards, charcuterie 
boards, drink rails, and 
custom furniture

Handpicked by Rachel – 
Handcrafted fall decor

Holiday Wreaths by 
Jeannine – Decorative 
mesh wreaths, 
grapevine, and 
hydrangea

Hulett Farm Inc – 
Handcrafted, eco-
friendly soaps, lotion 
bars, shampoo, and 
conditioner bars

Jamaican Jewelz – 
Jamaican food and 
sauce

Karey’s Creations – 
Quality sewn items; 
bowl cozies, hot/cold 
packs fi lled with cherry 
pits, dog bandannas 
and bow ties, key 
fob wristlets, and 
accessories

Karma Sanctuary  – 
Interact with goats

Loffredo’s Italian Bakery – 
Cannoli, zeppole, 
pastries, assorted Italian 
cookies, and cakes

Lori’s Luxurious Nails and 
More  – Nail strips, 
makeup, and more

Ludlow Health Center, 
North Star Health  – 
Flu vaccines (Covid if 
available at that date)

MRS Unlimited Visions – 
Watercolor paintings, 
arrangements, 
driftwood pieces, and 
signs

Rhys Chalmers – Music
Sheila Jacobs – Wool and 

felt penny rug (table 
runners, candle mats, 
plant mats) folk art, 
with assorted candles to 
display the penny rugs, 
with a fall, country 
theme

P Manship Designs – 
Unique silver jewelry 
and bohemian 
necklaces

Parker Ave Confections – 
Baked goods

Paulie’s Veggies  – Veggies 
and fruits

Peabody Mountain 
Artisans – Beeswax 
candles, luminaries, 
wood turned ornaments 
and vessels, and silver 
jewelry

Peter’s Wildfl ower Honey
Pop’s Biscotti & Chocolates
Sandra Lombardi – Pottery
Christine Chapman – Quilts
Salsa Sisters – More than 

20 different fl avors 
and heat levels of 
homemade salsa

Scentsy – Fragrances
Swisher Apparel
Teds Wicked BBQ Sauce
The New Line – Jewelry
Vermont Fire Rocks – Oil 

lamps made from slate, 
marble, and granite

Villa Boutique North – 
Upcycled leather 
accessories and 
clothing

Wild Woods – Laser cut 
and engraved, hand-
painted wooden items

Robert Patterson – 
Woodworking
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