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BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
The meeting of the Bellows 
Falls Trustees on Tuesday, 
Oct. 8, was initially ham-
pered by intermittent video 
and audio glitches, but as 
town manager Scott Pickup 
continued, the quality im-
proved. An issue with the 
audio between Zoom par-
ticipants and those at the 
town hall cropped up later 
in the meeting, when board 
members were unable to 
hear trustees Taylor Pichette 
and Conor Floyd, attending 
the meeting via Zoom. After 
troubleshooting the con-
nection at the town hall, the 
sound was restored.
  Pickup mentioned that it 

was National Fire Preven-
tion Week, which ran Oct. 
6-12, and reminded every-
one to use this time of year 
to check that the smoke 
alarms in their homes are 
working. 
  Unfortunately, the Fire 

Prevention Parade sched-
uled for Sunday, Oct. 13, in 

Bellows Falls, had to be can-
celled due to weather.
  The trustees approved a 

parade permit request from 
Central Elementary School 
for their annual Halloween 
parade, to be held on Oct. 
31, from 2-2:30 p.m., near 
the school. The board also 
gave the go-ahead to the 
school’s request to place a 
banner in downtown Bel-
lows Falls from March 10 – 
April 5, 2025, for the Rock-
ingham 5K.
  Pickup and Alyssa Harlow, 

finance director, presented 
an update on the District 
5 water and sewer billing 
and accounts. Pickup be-
gan by thanking Harlow for 
“spending a lot of time and 
energy trying to reconcile 
all these various accounts in 
terms of what they should 
be being billed versus what 
they are being billed.”
  After the District 5 board 

agreed to turn their billing 
over to the Village of Bel-
lows Falls Water Depart-
ment, Pickup reported that 
Harlow was able to resolve 
about $30,000 in past-due 

accounts.
  Harlow announced 

that some customers will 
see their rates increase, 
but for most people rates 
will go down. For owners 
of one-to-three-bedroom 
homes that use village 
sewer only, Harlow said 
they will pay less now 
than under District 5’s 
billing system. Homes 
with four or more bed-
rooms will likely see their 
sewer rates go up.
  “Half of the people are 

on our water already,” 
Harlow explained, “and 
those people are seeing 
the biggest decrease in 
their bills.”
  Tuesday’s meeting was 

the last one for Floyd, 
who was appointed as 
trustee through May 
2025, but is moving out 
of the community. The 
vacancy is posted on the 
town website, asking in-
terested parties to contact 
Village President Paul 
Obuchowski at paul.obu-
chowski@gmail.com be-
fore Oct. 30.

A vacancy on the BF 
Board of Trustees

BY JOE MILLIKEN
The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – During an ongoing 
study and investigation 
being led by the Con-
necticut River Conser-
vancy (CRC), DNA from 
the endangered shortnose 
sturgeon fish has been 
detected for the first time 
in the Connecticut River, 
between Bellows Falls and 
Turners Falls, Mass. 
  Initiated by Dr. Kate 

Buckman, CRC’s river 
steward for New Hamp-
shire, the study utilized ex-
isting research and previ-
ous sightings by sturgeon 
biologist Micah Kieffer 
of the Eastern Ecological 
Science Center, along with 
information from local 
diver and archaeologist 
Annette Spaulding of 
Rockingham, and Joseph 
Graveline of Northfield, 
Mass., to help pinpoint 
what stretches of river 
to concentrate on to col-
lect environmental DNA 
(eDNA) sampling. Buck-
man is also in partnership 
with James Garner, who is 
a doctoral candidate at the 
University of Massachu-
setts specializing in eDNA 
techniques.
  “The project came to-

gether quickly,” Buckman 
said in a recent inter-
view. “I started thinking 
about whether this type 
of project was feasible 
in 2023, and applied for 
some funding late in the 
year. James [Garner] had 
been considering it inde-
pendently, but could not 
undertake it alone. A mu-
tual colleague introduced 
James and I in early 2024, 
and we realized we had 
complementary skill sets 
and would make a good 
team.” 

The shortnose sturgeon 
fish is a federally endangered 
species, which makes it il-
legal to target, catch, or dis-
turb them. Years ago, short-
nose sturgeon were common 
throughout the Connecticut 
River watershed in the Bel-
lows Falls area. However, the 
building of several dams over 
the years, commercial fish-
ing, and habitat degradation 
have negatively impacted 
populations of this fish. 
  Shortnose sturgeon have 

existed longer than humans 
have, and are culturally im-
portant to both indigenous 
and other populations, and 
have an intrinsic value and 
role to play in their native 
ecosystems. This particu-
lar study began in large part 
as a response to reported 
shortnose sturgeon sightings 
in the reaches of the Con-
necticut River upstream of 
the Turners Falls and Ver-
non Dam. The first round of 
samples had positive “hits” 
found in water collected in 
Northfield; Vernon, Vt.; and 
Westmoreland, N.H. A sec-
ond round of sampling is 
currently underway.
  “The CRC received a grant 

from the Lucy Downing Nis-
bet Charitable Fund, Bank of 
America, N.A., cotrustee, in 
the spring, to fund the begin-
ning study. Our first round 
of sampling took place in 
June and July, and we are 
now involved in the second 
round of sampling.”
  The main goal of the 

study is to positively detect 
the presence of shortnose 
sturgeon upstream of Turn-
ers Falls, where they were 
considered to live by the 
regulatory and management 
agencies. It was all inspired, 
in part, by various reports 
from community members 
over the years of shortnose 
sightings, and the desire to 
validate the observations and 
create the consideration and 
protection they deserve.
  “A secondary goal,” Buck-

man added, “Was to provide 
additional information on 
the utility of the best meth-
ods for implementing eDNA 
techniques with a rare spe-
cies like this in a large river 
like the Connecticut.”
  The shortnose sturgeon 

was listed as an endangered 
species in 1967 under the 
Endangered Species Pres-
ervation Act, and then the 
Endangered Species Act 
of 1973. Some of the main 
threats to sturgeon are dams 
and other objects/activities 
that restrict movement and 
access to habitat, and bycatch 
and illegal taking.
  “We always like to em-

phasize that these fish are 
protected, and it is illegal to 
intentionally target, catch, 
or disturb them. We do 
want to keep hearing reports 
from the community if they 
see one in the river in New 
Hampshire or Vermont, and 
if they can get a photo with-
out disturbing the fish, that’s 
even better.”

DNA confirms rare 
sturgeon fish in 
Connecticut River

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Tuesday evening marked a 
significant milestone for the 
community, as the very first 
elementary grades LEGO 
League Robotics Club meet-
ing at SAPA TV drew an en-
thusiastic crowd of approxi-
mately 15 children and their 
families. First through fifth 
graders from our area’s ele-
mentary schools engaged in 
creative building and cod-
ing activities, fostering both 
teamwork and innovation.
  Earlier this year, Spring-

field’s own River Valley 
Robotics and Drone Team 
(RADs) placed 14th in a na-
tional competition to which 
only 60 teams were invited, 
and they were the only team 
from Vermont. Several 
RADs team members were 
on hand Tuesday evening to 
mentor their younger peers. 
“We are thrilled with the 
turnout and the energy the 
kids brought to the event,” 
said RADs coach Christo-
pher Gray. “A big thank you 
to everyone involved for 
making this evening a suc-
cess.”
  As we embark on this ex-

citing LEGO robotics initia-
tive for elementary students, 
Coach Gray, who is also the 
advanced manufacturing 
and engineering instructor 
at River Valley Technical 
Center (RVTC), is commit-
ted to supporting this ini-
tiative through mentorship 
from RADs members, nec-
essary equipment, and po-
tential funding from grants.
  The RADs invite all el-

ementary, middle, and high 
school students in the RVTC 
service region to join our 
dynamic and competitive 
robotics and aerial drone 
clubs. The middle and high 
school level RADs meet ev-
ery Wednesday, from 3-5 
p.m., in the advanced man-

ufacturing and engineering 
classroom at the River Val-
ley Technical Center. The 
elementary level club meets 
at SAPA TV on Tuesdays, 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
  A FIRST LEGO League 

(FLL) club is also starting 
on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 
at Weathersfield Elemen-
tary School, with support 
from the American Preci-
sion Museum in Windsor, 
Vt. Black River Innovation 
Campus (BRIC) STEAM 
coordinator Ben McVety, 
SAPA TV executive director 
Aimee Parnell, and RVTC 
outreach coordinator Kelly 
Broker Campbell, along 
with parent volunteers, will 
facilitate the elementary 
level clubs.
  The clubs offer students 

the opportunity to engage 
with cutting-edge technol-
ogy, and participate in com-
petitions across six exciting 
platforms, including FIRST 
LEGO League, FIRST Tech 
Challenge (FTC), VEX IQ, 
VEX VRC, and REC Foun-
dation Aerial Drone Com-
petition.
  Whether you are a sea-

soned competitor or new to 
robotics and drones, every-
one is welcome to come and 
explore the world of STEM 
in a fun and collaborative 
environment.
  “Joining the River Valley 

RADs is not just about 
competition; it’s about 
building skills, teamwork, 
and creativity,” said coach 
Gray. “We encourage all 
interested students to 
check us out and see what 
we’re all about.”
  “We believe in nurtur-

ing the next generation of 
innovators and problem 
solvers, so we are de-
lighted to host the RADs 
and the new elementary-
level robotics club in 
SAPA’s newly renovated 
community space,” said 
SAPA director Aimee 
Parnell, whose second 
grader is also participat-
ing in the club. “While 
BRIC is working to reno-
vate the club’s permanent 
space at the former Park 
Street School this winter, 
we saw a wonderful op-
portunity to open up an 
underutilized space in 
our building to help build 
community connections, 
which is a key part of SA-
PA’s mission.”
  For more information 

about future meetings 
and events, please visit 
www.sapatv.org/fll for 
the Springfield elemen-
tary level club, or www.
facebook.com/RiverVal-
leyTechCenter for the 
middle and high school 
level club.

First robotics club meeting 
at SAPA TV a success

Elementary students at the fi rst robotics club meeting.
PHOTO PROVIDED

C H A R L E S T O W N , 
N.H. – The Town of 
Charlestown Cemetery 
Department kindly re-
minds all citizens that 

Oct. 31 is the deadline to 
pick up any flowers or deco-
rations from the cemeteries. 
After this date, the cemetery 
staff will begin removing 

all remaining items for sea-
sonal maintenance. We ap-
preciate your cooperation 
in helping us maintain the 
beauty of our cemeteries.

Charlestown cemeteries to 
close Oct. 31

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Ballots have arrived in 
the mail, but you may 
want to wait before vot-
ing. Springfield residents 
are invited to engage 
directly with the candi-
dates vying for the posi-
tion of state representa-
tive at a special event on 
Saturday, Oct. 26, at 11 
a.m., at the Springfield 
Town Library, for an in-
formative gathering.
  This is a unique oppor-

tunity to meet and inter-
act with the candidates 
running for Springfield’s 

state representatives: in-
cumbent Democrats Alice 
Emmons and Kristi Morris, 
and Republican challeng-
ers Judith Stern and Keith 
Stern.
  Attendees will have the 

chance to hear from each 
candidate about their plat-
forms, visions for our state, 
and plans for the com-
munity. This is not just a 
meet-and-greet; it’s an op-
portunity to ask questions 
and gain insights that will 
help you make an informed 
decision when it’s time to 
vote.

  Your voice matters in 
shaping the future of our 
community and state, so 
come out and show your 
support for democracy in 
action. For more informa-
tion, or if you have ques-
tions you want to be sure 
are asked, please contact li-
brary director Sue Dowdell 
at 802-885-3108 or spring-
fieldlibrary@hotmail.com. 
If you cannot attend in 
person, we plan to stream 
the event on our YouTube 
channel. Join us in making 
an informed choice for our 
future.

Meet the candidates for 
Springfield State Rep.

Shortnose sturgeon.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE CONNECTICUT RIVER CONSERVANCY
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Like saving money?
Like saving energy?
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Tom Charlton listening event 
in Windham

WINDHAM, Vt. – Please come meet candidate Tom 
Charlton at the Timber Ridge Base Lodge on Thurs-
day, Oct. 17, at 6 p.m. Coffee and light refreshments 
provided. Please reach out to Emily Goyette 802-289-
4012 with any questions. We hope to see you there.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
The Rockingham Free Pub-
lic Library invites the com-
munity to an exciting event 
featuring dinosaurs with 
Dinoman on Saturday, Oct. 
26, at 11 a.m. This special 
event with giant dinosaurs 
on display will take place 
next door to the library at 
the Masonic Temple.
  Dinosaur tracks lead right 

to Bellows Falls. Have no 
fear, Dinoman is here. With 
magic, merry mayhem, and 
magnificent props, fami-
lies will be taken on a trip 
throughout the Mesozoic 
era. How do we know di-
nosaurs were here? What 
is a fossil? How are they 

made? The fun, informa-
tive, and interactive perfor-
mance for all ages will start 
as Dinoman (Bob Lisaius) 
follows tracks to the stage, 
and end with the discovery 
of a number of life-sized di-
nosaurs. Dinoman has gar-
nered a “Best Bet” from the 
LA Times, has been quoted 
in the Wall Street Journal, 
and has appeared at Bos-
ton’s First Night 15 times.
  A dino-themed lunch 

will follow Dinoman’s per-
formance. The lunch is free 
for families, registration is 
requested; let the library 
know your family will be 
staying for lunch by reg-
istering at www.rocking-

hamlibrary.org.
  Dinoman is presented 

as part of Family Night 
Out, a free monthly 
event for families hosted 
by the Greater Falls Fam-
ily Partnership with sup-
port from the Bellows 
Falls Rotary. The Greater 
Falls Family Partnership 
is made up of Building 
Bright Futures, Greater 
Falls Connections, Parks 
Place Community Re-
source Center, Rocking-
ham Free Public Library, 
and Springfield Area 
Parent Child Center. 
With thanks for the gen-
erous use of their build-
ing, this event is made 
possible by the Bellows 
Falls Masonic Temple. 
For more information, 
contact Sam at the li-
brary at 802-463-4270, 
youthservices@rocking-
hamlibrary.org, or any 
of the Greater Falls Fam-
ily Partnership organiza-
tions.

Dinoman comes to 
Bellows Falls

Dinoman comes to Bellows Falls.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – Listen to local au-
thor Mimi Yahn talk 
about her debut novel 
“Usurpation” on Thurs-
day, Oct. 24, at 6:30 p.m., 
at the Rockingham Li-
brary. Set in 1997 and 
spanning two cities – 
Portland, Ore., and New 
Orleans – “Usurpation” 
tells a powerful story 
about gentrification 
through the lives of two 
families, and the eyes 
of the novel’s historian 
protagonist, Kitty Feliz. 
When her best friend’s 
son is murdered, Feliz 
uncovers a racist scheme 
involving drug gangs, 
police corruption, and 
gentrification through 
the deliberate blighting 
of Portland’s historically 
Black district, Albina. 
Copies of her book will 
be available to purchase.
  Marie St. Pez is the nom 

de plume of Springfield 
resident Mimi Yahn, a 
longtime writer of essays, 

short stories, investigative 
articles, and political blogs. 
“Usurpation” is now avail-

able in bookstores, through 
the Phoenix Books, Barnes 
& Noble, and Amazon web-
sites, and directly from the 
author at www.mariestpez.
wordpress.com. This pro-
gram is free and open to the 
public. 
  Pick up a copy of “The 

Mountains Wild” by Sarah 
Stewart Taylor at the front 
desk of the Rockingham Li-
brary, and join the discus-
sion on Thursday, Nov. 7, 
at 6 p.m., when the author 
will be on hand to discuss 
her work, answer ques-
tions, and read aloud from 
this book.
  “The Mountains Wild” 

opens when Maggie, a po-
lice detective from Long 
Island, finds herself drawn 
back to Dublin, Ireland, 
where her cousin Erin dis-

appeared 23 years ago. The 
discovery of Erin’s distinc-
tive scarf, coupled with the 
disappearance of another 
young woman, fortify Mag-
gie’s intention to find out 
what happened to both 
women. The Kirkus Review 
states that, “This mystery, 
evocative of the Irish dias-
pora, interrogates both a 
young woman’s disappear-
ance and the meaning of 
homeland.”
  This program is free and 

open to the public. You do 
not need to be a regular 
patron of the library to bor-
row a copy of “The Moun-
tains Wild.” 
  For more information 

on either discussion, email 
programming@rocking-
hamlibrary.org, call 802-
463-4270, or stop by the 
Rockingham Library at 65 
Westminster Street in Bel-
lows Falls.

Book discussions at the 
Rockingham Library

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
one word to describe Fish-
er would be “happy.” This 
handsome 2- or 3-year-old 
is the happiest dog around. 
He loves people and other 
dogs. Walks are fun, and car 
rides too. Fisher would love 
a home with another play-
ful dog, and a fenced yard 
to run around in. This guy 
is sure to make every day 
happier, and every home a 
better home to be in.
  Join us Nov. 2 and 3, from 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m., at the shel-
ter, for our annual Holiday 
Bazaar. 

  Springfield Humane 
Society, 401 Skitchewaug 
Trail, Springfield, Vt., 802-
885-3997, www.spfldhu-
mane.org.

Fisher

Featured pet: Fisher.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

802-228-5774
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Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Getting a second opinion on your 
financial future may:

• Lower your investment fees
• Improve your performance
• Help you understand your investments and risk
• Make sure you don’t outlive your money

Call us today to set up a no risk private consultation.
Isn’t your peace of mind worth the time?

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

280 River Street, Springfield280 River Street, Springfield
802-885-4963802-885-4963
802-885-6200802-885-6200

P&M Auto & Service

2017 Ford F150 Sport
Fully Loaded

2017 Ford Escape

2017 Chevy Traverse LT

Fully Loaded

AWD

2017 GMC Acadia SLE 2

2018 Hyundai Tuscan

2015 Ford Edge SEL
Fully Loaded

Fully Loaded

Fully Loaded

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit ApprovalBankruptcy • Bad Credit

First Time • Divorce

2018 Hyundai Tuscan

2017 Ford Escape 2017 Ford F150 Sport

2015 Ford Edge SEL

2017 Chevy Traverse LT

2017 GMC Acadia SLE 2
Fully Loaded

Cruise into Fall Savings

Oct. 18 - 27

APR AS LOW AS 

6.24%  5.24%
APR AS LOW AS 

6.24%6.24%
*1% OFF our current rates  for a limited time 

*

*Rates will vary based on your individual credit. This special does not apply to current loans held with 802 Credit Union, and is for secured, 
non-residential loans only. Not applicable for deposit account secured loans. Not all applicants will qualify. Share account required. All loans 
reciving this special offer must close by November 30, 2024. Loan applications must be subitted by October 27, 2024. Additional terms & 
conditions apply. Contact us for all of the details. Federally insured by NCUA.

Paid for by Andrea Murray for Senate

BY RON PATCH
802-374-0119

ronpatch27@gmail.com

  Last week I wrote about 
Bob Turco and antler shed 
hunters. Vermonters have 
always felt a strong gravi-
tational pull to the natural 
world. This is why we col-
lect stuff.
  Driftwood is something 

we have all picked up or ad-
mired as we walk the beach 
or riverbanks. There are a 
small number of driftwood 
hunters today. They’re still 
around, but they keep a low 
profile. I used to see them 
at flea markets. Some have 
a better eye.
  These driftwood hunt-

ers know when to walk the 
Connecticut River. After 
spring runoff, once ice is 

out and the river returns 
back to its original level, is 
a good time to look. They 
find all kinds of driftwood. 
It could be a weathered, 
pressure-treated board, 
showing interesting, elon-
gated grain. It could also 
just be a branch or root that 
took its form from years of 
tumbling and drifting.
  Each piece is to be judged 

by the eye of the beholder. 
Some hunters have a better 
eye. The photo with this ar-
ticle is a piece of driftwood 
I bought from a driftwood 
hunter years ago. We both 
saw what could only be a 
walleye. It’s about 25 inches 
long, and weighs almost 
nothing. One passerby, not 
knowing it was driftwood, 
commented, “What a beau-
tiful sculpture.”

  We all live here. If we 
slow down and open our 
eyes, we will see such natu-
ral wonders all around us.

  Wasp nests
  Another thing many of 

us collect is wasp nests. 
You might find one hang-
ing from a branch in your 
backyard, or maybe in the 
woods. They can be quite 
large. I have seen them 16 
inches high and 10 or 12 
inches in diameter. Make 
sure there are no current 
inhabitants.

  Stone structures and In-
dian arrowheads
  Another strong magnetic 

pull for Vermonters is the 
earth itself. Since the earli-
est introduction of Euro-
peans to Native American 
culture, the white man was 
aware that he was not the 

first to inhabit this area. 
  Many interesting stone 

structures were encoun-
tered by colonists. Today 
you can still find these Na-
tive American structures in 
Andover and Mount Holly.
  We’ve always picked up 

Indian arrowheads when-
ever we found them.
  Today, on Route 103 out 

of the Stone Village, on the 
left is what I call “the Mer-
rill Stevens barn.” This barn 
belongs to the Town of 
Chester Water Department. 

This is where the solar farm 
is today. We have at the his-
torical society a collection 
of arrowheads found at this 
site by Merrill Stevens.
  In those days a plow was 

drawn by horse or oxen. 
The plowman walked be-
hind the draft animal, hold-
ing the wooden handles of 
the plow. From this vantage 
point and speed, the plow-
man would notice an ar-
rowhead as it was turned 
over, stop the team, and 
bend over to put it in his 
pocket. We have his collec-
tion of arrowheads at the 
historical society. Some ar-
rowheads from his collec-
tion date back 8,000 years.
  Archaeologists have doc-

umented arrowheads and 
other finds from this site. 
For thousands of years, this 
area was a camping ground 
for Native Americans trav-

elling to the fishing grounds 
in Bellows Falls. They came 
from northern New York, 
Canada, New Hampshire, 
and Maine. Many of these 
arrowheads are made of a 
stone that does not exist 
here.

  Burl
  Burl is another natural 

wonder. It was in the an-
tiques business where I 
learned about Native Amer-
ican burl bowls and dip-
pers. They could be worth 
thousands of dollars in the 
1980s. Burl is a growth or 
wart on a tree, usually ma-
ple, ash, or cherry. Its grain 
remains unequalled. Again, 
there were a few Vermont-
ers who recognized these 
objects needed to be saved.

  This week’s old saying. 
“Frankly, Scarlet, I don’t 
give a damn.”

Driftwood hunters

Driftwood in the form of a walleye.
PHOTO BY RON PATCH

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
A recent book chronicles 
the life of Ralph V. Little 
and his wife, the former 
Eleanor Baraby, both of 
Bellows Falls. “Three Cold 
Wars: A Vermont Citizen-
Soldier’s Life in the Infan-
try,” is authored by his son 
R.V. Little Jr., himself a ca-
reer intelligence and infan-
try officer. The book reveals 
a man who rose from the 
Great Depression to expe-
rience combat and unher-
alded Cold War service. In-
tended for family, the story 
evolved into a military his-
tory of a valorous man and 

untold combat. Details are 
enhanced by the writer’s 
background, extensive ar-
chives, and battlefield re-
search assisted by four Ital-
ian museums.
  Half the content follows 

the development of a home-
town private in Company E, 
172nd Infantry Regiment 
of the Vermont National 
Guard, through develop-
ment into an infantry of-
ficer, and on to World War 
II combat. The reader ac-
companies then-Lt. Little 
through all aspects of ser-
vice, and sees how things 
happen – the training, 
personal life, movement 
to combat, engagement, 
recovery, separations, and 
even the paperwork battle. 
The format repeats for 
subsequent death-defying 
combat in Korea. Through-
out are either hitherto un-

reported battles, 
or new details on 
the initial 1950 
Chinese attack in 
Korea. The com-
bat and occupation 
duties impress how 
his third war – the 
Cold War – took 
form from the 
eyes of a player. 
As a captain, Little 
served as grand 
marshal of the 
1951 Bellows Falls 
Memorial Day Pa-
rade.
  The book includes weap-

ons and manpower charts, 
maps covering all the ac-
tion, and troop lists depict-
ing the players. Family and 
military photos appear with 
the pertinent event. Both 
military and general read-
ers will be fascinated by text 
that identifies the exact en-

emy, defines wounds, and 
traces medical evacuations. 
Accompanying the story 
are vignettes showing the 
bigger picture of history 
alongside the subject’s ser-
vice. 
  “Three Cold Wars” is 

available on Amazon, ISBN 
979-8-218-44060-2.

New biography chronicles Bellows 
Falls man’s Army career

The cover of “Three Cold Wars.”
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Art and Histori-
cal Society (SAHS) will hold 
its Annual Meeting on Sat-
urday, Oct. 19, at 1 p.m., at 
the SAHS facility, 65 Route 
106 in North Springfield, Vt. 
There will be a short busi-
ness meeting, and then a 
program with speaker Hugh 
Putnam. Putnam will speak 
on his booklet “World War 
I: Women War Workers and 
Related Activities” This pro-
gram is free and open to all.
  The new 2025 calendar 

of historical photos is now 
available, and copies will be 
sold that day. If you’d like 
one mailed to you, send a 
check to SAHS, P.O. Box 
336, North Springfield, VT 
05150. For more informa-
tion and cost, call 802-886-
7935, or email sahs@ver-
montel.net.

SAHS 
Annual 
Meeting RON PATCH ~ Buying Antiques

802-374-0119
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people age well is
life-changing.
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human services 
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Hearing testing 
and hearing care 
for our 
community

We use an 
evidence-based 
approach 

We listen to your 
needs

We keep up with 
new technology 

We     what we 
do!

Brattleboro, VT
130 Austine Drive

(802) 254-3922

Greenfield, MA
329 Conway Street

(413) 773-5119

Swanzey, NH
217 Old Homestead Hwy

(603) 354-3325

www.brattleborohearing.com

We listen to your 

We     what we 

Is This You?
Your house is your home.

It’s a bit big, hard to keep up, and you spend 
lots of time alone.

You don’t want to move.

Then join us for…
Aging in Place:

Exploring the Sharing Housing Option
Monday, October 21st

1 PM – 3 PM
Mount Holly Town Library

26 Maple Hill Road
Belmont, VT

Come to this workshop and learn how a housemate 
can make all the difference!

Annamarie Pluhar, our presenter, is the 
author of Sharing Housing: A 
Guidebook for Finding and Keeping 
Good Housemates
and is also the founder of Sharing 
Housing, a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit.

Find more info at SharingHousing.org and SharingHousing.com

This FREE event is sponsored by: www.brgn.org

Registration for this event is being 
handled by our friends at Green 
Mountain Neighbors.  Since space is 
limited, we encourage you to visit this link,   
https://tinyurl.com/mw7rwuyf and 
register today!

Shawn M. Gilman, 1971-2024 Esther M. Colburn, 
1939-2024 

WALPOLE, N.H. – St. 
Peter’s Catholic Church 
in North Walpole, N.H., 
will be 150 years old in 
2027.
  A three-year celebra-

tion is being planned, 
kicking off with a ham 
dinner fundraiser on 
Saturday, Oct. 26, at 
5:30 p.m., in St. Peter’s 
Church Hall, 39 Church 
Street, North Walpole, 
N.H. The menu will fea-
ture ham, potatoes, veg-
etables, rolls, and dessert. 
Coffee, tea, and bottled 
water will also be pro-
vided.
  A 50-50 raffle will be 

held during the din-

ner, with a discount for a 
bundle of six tickets. Raffle 
winners will be announced 
at the dinner. The meal will 
be offered by a small sug-
gested donation. Children 2 
and under will be free.
  Reservations are re-

quired, as space is limited; 
please contact Kathy Golec 
at 603-543-7868 or kb-
golec@yahoo.com on or 
before Oct. 20. Please men-
tion the number of people 
who will be attending.
  All proceeds from the 

dinner and raffle will help 
defray the costs of our 
150th Anniversary Cele-
bration activities. This din-
ner is open to the public.

St. Peter’s Church 
150th Anniversary

TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
Grace Cottage Family 
Health & Hospital invites 
the public to an open 
Community Forum at the 
Townshend Town Hall on 
Thursday, Oct. 24, at 5 p.m. 
Grace Cottage CEO Ol-

ivia Sweetnam will talk 
about recent recommen-
dations from the Green 
Mountain Care Board’s 
consulting firm, Oliver 
Wyman, and answer 
your questions. Refresh-
ments will be served.
  For more information, 

call 802-365-9109. All 
are welcome, no RSVP 
necessary.

Grace Cottage to 
hold Community 
Forum

In memory of Brenda Lee Hill 
(Luther), 1965-1982

42 years.
Since you’ve been gone, your loss has not gotten any easier.
I still cry.
It really hurts.
I wonder why.
Your memory is what keeps me doing what I do for you.
I miss you a lot.

Time stops and life goes on, but from my heart you’re not 
gone. I think about you always. I talk about you, too. I have 
so many memories of you, but I wish I still had you. I will 
never forget you. I love and miss you.

Love always,
Arlene (Sam)

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Shawn Michael Gilman, 53, 
of Springfield, Vt., passed 
away unexpectedly at his 
home on Oct. 1, 2024. He 
was born on July 29, 1971, 
to Roy and Jacqueline (Go-
mez) Gilman, in Springfield, 
Vt.
  Shawn attended Ches-

ter Elementary School and 
Green Mountain High 
School. He was a longtime 
resident of Ludlow, Vt., be-
fore moving to Springfield, 
Vt. He worked hard for 
companies like Roof Mas-
ters, Roby’s Roofing and 
Painting, and passed away 
owning his own business, 
Gilman’s Property Solu-
tions. He took great pride in 
his work, and his work ethic 
was undeniably strong.
  Shawn loved being out-

doors; he enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, gardening, and dirt 
biking. You could also find 
him spending time enjoy-
ing NASCAR and wood-
working. He was a jack-of-
all trades, and was always 
able to figure out how to fix 
things. An incredibly intel-
ligent man.
  Shawn is survived by his 

wife Debbie Knight; his 
daughter Catherina Gilman 
of Vermont; stepdaughter 
Amanda Knight of Ver-
mont; six grandchildren 

Caiden, Cameron H., Ali-
yah, Cameron W., Josiah, 
and Dominic, all of Ver-
mont; his father Roy Gil-
man; sister Crystal Gilman; 
nieces Aisling, Kira, and Fa-
lyn; and nephew Lucian.
  He is predeceased by his 

mother Jacqueline Gilman; 
his brother Shane Gilman; 
and extended family mem-
bers Francis and Deborah 
Roby.
  A service and Celebration 

of Life will be held on Satur-
day, Oct. 19, at the Spring-
field VFW, 115 River Street, 
Springfield, Vt., from 12-4 
p.m.
  Shawn will be remem-

bered for his strength and 
resilience, leaving behind a 
legacy of lessons and mem-
ories that will live on in the 
hearts of all who knew him.

Shawn Gilman, 1971-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Es-
ther Mae Colburn passed 
away Friday night, Sept. 20, 
2024, at Springfield Hospi-
tal. She was born on May 
19, 1939, in Springfield, Vt., 
to Wilfred Colburn Sr. and 
Elizabeth (Farman) Col-
burn.
  Esther is survived by her 

sisters Alice Riendeau of 
Bellows Falls, Vt., Jacque-
line Haselton of Brattle-
boro, Vt., and Sylvia Col-
burn of Claremont N.H.; 
nieces Jennifer Haselton, 
Stephanie Haselton, Rebec-
ca Buckley, and Donnalyn 
Matteson; and eight great-
nieces and great-nephews. 
She was predeceased by her 
parents and brother Wil-
fred Colburn Jr. 
  Esther graduated from 

Charlestown High School 
in 1957, and went on to 
the Thompson School of 
Nursing in Brattleboro, 
Vt. She enlisted in the U.S. 
Army, and served proudly. 
At some point she moved 
to Maryland, which she 

truly felt and thought of 
as home, and worked for 
the Maryland State Police 
and Department of Cor-
rections for 3-5 years. She 
loved helping and taking 
care of others. She was an 
amazing woman, who will 
be greatly missed. She was 
very independent and loved 
by many.
  Funeral arrangements 

have been entrusted to the 
care of the Fenton & Hen-
nessey Funeral Home in 
Bellows Falls, Vt. There are 
no services scheduled at 
this time.

Esther Colburn, 1939-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – An-
drew Augustinovich, 95, 
died on Saturday morning, 
Oct. 12, at the Jack Byrne 
Center in Lebanon, N.H. He 
was born on Dec. 13, 1928, 
in Springfield, Vt., the son of 
Nicholas and Anna (Laskev-
ich) Augustinovich. He 
graduated from Springfield 
High School, and served in 
the United States Air Force 
during the Korean War era.
  Andrew married Avis 

Laber in Springfield, Vt.
  He was employed as a 

quality control manager 
with the Bryant Grinder 
Company in Springfield, 
Vt., for over 30 years.
  He enjoyed woodwork-

ing, photography, camping, 
traveling, and spending time 

with his family and friends.
  Andrew is survived by 

his wife Avis, and daughters 
Diane Hebda (Jerome) of 
Grand Isle, Vt., and Donna 
Westcott (Robert Jr.) of Uni-
ty, N.H. He is also survived 
by many nieces, nephews, 
and cousins.
  He was predeceased by his 

parents, and by his brothers 
Alexander, Nicholas, Walter, 
and John Augustinovich.
  A funeral service will be 

held on Friday, Oct. 18, at 11 
a.m., at the North Spring-
field Baptist Church. The 
Rev. Joanne Thomas will of-
ficiate. Burial will follow in 
the Oakland Cemetery.
  Davis Memorial Chapel in 

Springfield, Vt., is assisting 
with arrangements.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Edris Lo-
rette Bonneau, 97, passed 
away on Oct. 9, 2024, in 
Ludlow, Vt. Born on March 
19, 1927, to Oscar and Mar-
guerite Bryant (née Kings-
bury) in Cavendish, Vt., 
Edris was the second of 
six siblings, with her sister 
Ethelyn as the eldest, and 
her brothers Roy, Stanley, 
David, and Glenn following. 
Edris grew up observing her 
father’s farming, and her 
mother’s caregiving.
  As a child, she attended 

the Tarbell Hill One Room 
School House in Cavendish, 
Vt., Black River Academy 
in Ludlow, Vt., and later 
graduated from Black River 
High School in 1945. At the 
young age of 6, Edris could 
be found participating in 
the Ludlow Baptist Church 
choir. After graduation, 
she worked for the Ludlow 
Telephone Company until 
she married Leonard Gen-
dron Sr. on Nov. 1, 1947, 
with whom she had four 
children: Leonard, Diane, 
Paul, and Nancy. Following 
her separation from Leon-
ard, she pursued her nurs-
ing career, graduating from 
Thompson School of Practi-
cal Nursing in Brattleboro, 
Vt. Edris then dedicated her 
career to nursing at Spring-
field Hospital, Poet Seat 
in Greenfield, Mass., and 
Belchertown State School in 
Belchertown, Mass.
  In 1969, Edris met her 

late husband Earl Bonneau 
while square dancing, and 
they remained inseparable 
from that moment forward. 
Earl and Edris wed on Oct. 
3, 1970. Edris had an im-
mense love for her family, 
always eager to hear about 
their travels, new classes, 
and relationship experi-
ences. As a woman of faith, 
she maintained a nightly 
prayer list for those in need, 
which varied in length but 
remained a consistent part 
of her routine. Edris treated 

everyone with equal love 
and fairness. Edris pos-
sessed a radiant glow; her 
smile could illuminate a 
room, complemented by her 
infectious chuckle and sense 
of humor.
  Edris is survived by her 

children Leonard Gendron 
Jr., Diane Haskell, Paul 
Gendron, and Nancy Carle 
(Richard); grandchildren 
Michael Gendron, Renee 
Gendron-Potwin, Amanda 
Gendron-Roese (Michael), 
Christopher Gendron, 
Stephen Carle (Marina), 
Rick Carle (Becky), Karen 
Carle, Melissa Kowalsky 
(Bryan), and Cami Koski; 
great-grandchildren Jaxson, 
Ryelee, Tristan, Noah, Al-
ton, Jacob, Abigail, Juliette, 
Rylan, Adalyn, and Caleb; 
and brothers David Bryant 
(Vicki) and Glenn Bryant 
(Eydie). She is predeceased 
by her loving husband of 
50 years Earl Bonneau; par-
ents Oscar and Marguerite 
Bryant; and siblings Ethe-
lyn Dever, Roy Bryant, and 
Stanley Bryant.
  A visitation was held 

Wednesday, Oct. 16, from 
5-7 p.m., at Davis Memorial 
Chapel. The Funeral Service 
will be Thursday, Oct. 17, at 
11 a.m., at the United Meth-
odist Church located at 10 
Valley Street, Springfield, 
Vt. Entombment will follow 
at Pleasant View Cemetery, 
37 North Depot Street, Lud-
low, Vt.

Edris Bonneau, 1927-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CHESTER, Vt. – Christine 
Carvage, born June 2, 1966, 
at Grace Cottage Hospital 
in Townshend, Vt., passed 
away peacefully on Sept. 30, 
2024, at the Jack Byrne Cen-
ter, with her family by her 
side. This date holds special 
significance, as it was also 
her beloved Grandma Bai-
ley’s birthday, highlighting 
the deep connection they 
shared.
  Christine’s compas-

sion and kindness defined 
her life. She always put 
others first, offering care 
and support to everyone 
around her. She was a lov-
ing mother, daughter, sister, 
and friend, who cherished 
her family above all. Chris-
tine is survived by her par-
ents Roxanne and Donald 
Carvage of Chester, Vt.; 
her brother Scott Carvage 
(Natalie) of Air, Mass.; and 
her children Todd McNeill 
(Amie) of Springfield, Vt., 
Zach McNeill of Claremont, 
N.H., and Jazmin McNeill 
of Springfield, Vt. She was a 
proud grandmother to Jani-
yah and Charlie.
  Christine was preceded 

in death by her grandpar-
ents Norma and Carlin 
Bailey, and Mildred and 
Ralph Carvage; as well as 
her children’s father Harold 
McNeill; cousins Kristin 
Bailey and Shelley Bailey; 
and uncle Carl Bailey. She 
leaves behind many cher-
ished relatives, including 
her aunt Ginny (Jeff) Mer-

rill; aunt Pauline Bailey; 
uncle Michael (Casey) Bai-
ley; uncle Dennis (Jody) 
Bailey; niece Carolee (Zach) 
Sutton; and cousins Suzie 
(Lance) Scorse, Jon Bobar, 
Erica (Mark) DiPierro, 
Dylan Bailey, Olivia (Alp) 
Sitahigil, Aimee Bailey, De-
nise Roberts, Joshua Bailey, 
and Emily Kendall.
  Christine had a love for 

simple joys; playing bingo 
with her mom, enjoying 
Gill’s grinders in Rutland, 
and celebrating her favorite 
holiday, Christmas. Her fa-
vorite color was purple, and 
her family meant the world 
to her.
  A Celebration of her Life 

will be held on Oct. 27, 2024, 
from 2-4 p.m., at American 
Legion Post 67, in Ches-
ter, Vt. A private burial will 
take place at a later date. In 
memory of her giving spirit, 
donations can be made in 
her honor to the Chester 
Andover Family Center.

Christine Carvage, 1966-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
Mary Alice Powers of Bel-
lows Falls passed away on 
Oct. 4, 2024. Mary was born 
on June 13, 1954, in Bel-
lows Falls, Vt., the daughter 
of Dr. Michael F. and Alice 
(Woynar) Powers. A gradu-
ate of Bellows Falls Union 
High School in 1972, she 
graduated Phi Beta Kappa 
from Mount Holyoke Col-
lege in 1976, where she was 
also named a Sarah Willis-
ton Scholar. She obtained 
a master’s degree in library 
science from Simmons Col-
lege in 1978. Ms. Powers 
served as a reference librar-
ian at Clark University in 
Worchester, Mass., and a 
senior reference librarian at 
Baker Library of Harvard 
University’s business school, 
before becoming the librar-
ian of Windsor Junior/
Senior High School, Wind-
sor, Vt., in 1988. She was 
nominated by the faculty 
and received the 1999 Out-
standing Women Teacher 
award from the University 
of Vermont. In 2013, she 
was assigned her new posi-
tion as the K-12 librarian for 
Windsor schools, which she 
held until her retirement in 
2017. Thereafter, she sub-
stituted as a licensed educa-
tor at schools in the Wind-
ham Northeast Supervisory 
Union, particularly the Bel-

lows Falls Middle School. 
She enjoyed teaching infor-
mation literacy skills, and 
promoting reading to the el-
ementary, middle, and high 
school students, as well as 
swimming and playing pia-
no. She was also a member 
of the St. Charles Church 
choir for many years.
  Members of her surviv-

ing family include two sis-
ters Michele M. Koson of 
Alstead, N.H., and Jane M. 
Steuwe (David) of Rocking-
ham, Vt.; and three broth-
ers Peter A. Powers (Jane) 
of North Walpole, N.H., 
Timothy Powers (Nancy) of 
Bellows Falls, and Michael 
D. Powers of Walpole, N.H. 
She is also survived by eight 
nieces and nephews, loving 
in-laws, as well as grand-
nieces and grandnephews. 
Mary was predeceased by 
her parents, and brother-in-
law Peter Koson.
  There will be no calling 

hours. A memorial service 
will be held at the conve-
nience of the family. In lieu 
of flowers, donations may 
be made to the Rocking-
ham Free Public Library, 65 
Westminster Street, Bellows 
Falls, VT 05101.
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
Jerry D. Szawerda, 71, of 
Springfield, Vt., formerly 
of Meriden, Conn., passed 
away peacefully, surround-
ed by his family, on Friday, 
Oct. 4, 2024. He was the 
loving husband of Robin 
(Pelletier) Szawerda.
  Jerry was born Dec. 1, 

1952, son of the late Her-
man and Arlene (Dumont) 
Szawerda. A proud U.S. Air 
Force veteran, Jerry served 
his country with honor be-
fore embarking on a suc-
cessful 40-year career in 
the restaurant industry. He 
was the owner of the Ebb 
Tide in Wallingford, Conn., 
and more recently, 56 Main 
Street in Springfield, Vt. 
Known for his warmth and 
humor, he created lasting 
connections with his cus-
tomers and community.
  After retiring five years 

ago, Jerry found joy in driv-
ing the school bus for stu-
dents in Chester and Cav-
endish, Vt. What initially 
began as a need for drivers 
soon turned into a role he 
genuinely enjoyed, taking 
great pride in ensuring that 
students arrived at school 
and returned home safely 
each day.
  Jerry had a unique way of 

making those around him 
smile, often with a well-
timed joke or a lighthearted 
story. He will be remem-
bered for his kind heart, 
and the laughter he brought 
into the lives of his friends 
and family.
  In addition to his wife, 

he is survived by his chil-
dren Amy Jones and her 
husband Ross, and Abby 
Marcantonio and her hus-
band Blake; his grandchil-
dren Lily, Noah, Kade, and 
Ava; his brothers Lance and 
Richard; and sisters Su-
sanne Service and Nancy 
Bedell. He was predeceased 
by his brothers Mark and 
Thomas.
  Funeral services and in-

terment in the Connecticut 
State Veterans’ Cemetery 
were held in Connecticut.

Jerry Szawerda, 1952-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDEDCHESTER, Vt. – Fran-

ces Webb, 89, passed away 
peacefully at home on Sept. 
30, 2024. She was born 
Frances Ahmann on April 
9, 1935, on a small farm in 
Hartsburg, Mo., with three 
siblings. Sadly, both par-
ents, Raymond and Martha 
Ahmann, were lost to can-
cer when Frances was just 
13.
  She graduated from a 

local junior college and 
moved to St. Louis, where 
she worked for Braniff 
Airlines. She transferred 
to their NYC base and en-
joyed the late-1950s folk 
scene in Greenwich Village, 
and traveling. She switched 
to TWA, where she soon 
met and married Robert 
Webb. They had two sons 
and moved to Brookfield, 
Conn., where they enjoyed 
the beauty of Candlewood 
Lake, swimming, and wa-
terskiing. The family would 
often travel to southern 
Vermont on winter week-
ends to ski, and so after a 
divorce, Frances took her 
two sons and moved to 
Chester, Vt.
  Frances worked for sev-

eral years at the well-known 
Chester Inn, playing tennis 
and skiing with the boys. 
She eventually started her 
own successful business, 
Cuddly Critters, on Main 
Street in Ludlow, and ran it 
for 20 years. Along the way 

she developed an interest in 
hand drumming, and as-
tronomy through the Ches-
ter-based SoVerA group.
  After retirement, she be-

came more involved with 
the Fletcher Farm Com-
munity Garden in Ludlow, 
and tended two plots there 
for many years. A music 
lover, she liked attending 
the summer music concert 
series in Chester and sur-
rounding towns, and occa-
sionally well-known names 
like B.B. King, Tina Turner, 
and most recently, Marty 
Stuart.
  She is survived by her 

two sons Mark of Chester, 
and Matt and his wife Mary 
Ann of Danby, their two 
sons Brennan and Chris-
tian, her sister Joyce Al-
lan of Hartsburg, Mo., and 
many nieces and nephews.
  Per her wishes, there will 

be no services.

Frances Webb, 1935-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – Joyce Car-
oline Wilkins passed away 
on Oct. 2, 2024. Joyce was 
born on Feb. 20, 1945, in 
Colchester, Vt., to Villa and 
Richard Wells. 
  She married Albert 

Wilkins on Oct. 17, 1959. 
Joyce and Albert had four 
children: Chuck, Chris, Peg-
gy, and Kelly.
  Joyce made her home in 

Ludlow, where she raised her 
children while working at 
Valentes Restaurant, the Jew-
ell Brook Woolen Mills along 
with Albert, and at Dart-
mouth Woolen in Clare-
mont, N.H. She loved to read 
her romance novels, and was 
a huge fan of the soap operas 
on TV in her younger days. 
She spent many a night driv-
ing to local bingo parlors.
  Joyce was a loving and car-

ing mother, often frustrated 
by her children and their an-
tics. Mom always took great 
interest in what you were 
doing in your life. She was 
fiercely protective of all she 
loved and cared for, and woe 
to any that felt her wrath; 
Mom was known to swing 
a mean broom handle at the 
boys. 
  For many years, Joyce 

and Albert would spend the 
winters in Florida; this was 
something she always looked 
forward to.
  Joyce’s greatest joy came 

from all of her grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren, 
and great-great-grandchil-
dren, they always received 
her biggest smiles, and she 
loved them all.
  Her husband Albert, her 

parents Villa and Richard 
Wells, her brothers Richard 
and Elton Wells, and her son 
Charles Wilkins predeceased 
Joyce.
  Joyce is survived by her 

sisters Darlene (Brian) 
Haynes and Mary (Dan-

iel) Brooks; her son Chris 
(Jacqui) Wilkins; daugh-
ters Peggy (Robert Ol-
ney), Kelly Willard (Todd 
Sumner), and Kimberly 
(Chuck) Wilkins; grandchil-
dren Sylvia Wilkins, Lacey 
(Alan) Benoit, Ashley Ol-
ney (Jason Benson), Corey 
Willard, Brooke Willard, 
Sierra (Jacob) Mitchell, Tif-
fany Wilkins, Lance Wilkins, 
Mercedes Wilkins, Sasha 
Nichols, and Ashley Bussino; 
great-grandchildren Zoe 
Hewitt (Dylan Bussino), Jay-
lynn Hewitt (Kelton Dutton), 
Ariel Benson, Riley Rabide-
au, Taylor Rabideau, Dalton 
Rabideau, Albie Willard, 
Brayden Mitchell, Everett 
Mitchell, and David Graves; 
and great-great-grandchild 
Kayden Bussino.
  A graveside service and 

Celebration of Life for Joyce 
will be held Oct. 17, 2024, 
Joyce and Albert’s 65th wed-
ding anniversary. The grave-
side service will be at 12:30 
p.m., at Ludlow Cemetery, 
and the potluck Celebration 
of Life at 2 p.m., at Jackson 
Gore Inn.
  Memorial donations will 

be used to purchase a head-
stone for Joyce and Albert 
Wilkins. Special thanks to 
the Jack Byrne Center for 
Palliative & Hospice Care, 
and the wonderful staff there.

Joyce Wilkins, 1945-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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calendar/church LEGAL NOTICES

TOWN OF ANDOVER 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing before the Zoning Board of Adjustment of 
Andover, Vermont will be held on Tuesday, November 12, 
2024 at 6:00 p.m. at the Andover Town Office to consid-
er the following:  Application #6/26/24/9/16, Applicant/
Owner: Lauri Kalinen, Property Location: 2366 East Hill 
Rd., Reason for hearing: Application to request a minor 
subdivision of one existing parcel into two lots.

Dated at Andover, Vermont, this 8th day of October, 2024
Jonathan W. Stevens, Secretary, Andover Zoning Board of 
Adjustment

TOWN OF ATHENS, VERMONT
Equipment Operator / Truck Driver

The Town of Athens, Vermont is seeking qualified appli-
cants for a full-time Equipment Operator / Truck Driver. 
Job duties include snow plowing, salting and sanding in 
the winter months and general highway maintenance and 
construction work in the other months. The employee must 
be able to perform general labor duties and minor repairs 
and maintenance of highway equipment. The ability to 
communicate in a courteous manner to coworkers and the 
general public is required. Must have a valid Commercial 
Driver’s License (CDL). The Town of Athens is an Equal 
Employment Opportunity employer and offers an excellent 
benefits package. 
Applications are available at the Athens Town Office at 25 
Brookline Rd., Athens, VT 05143, or can be downloaded at 
www.athensvt.com. Questions can be directed to the Town 
Clerk at townoffice@athensvt.gov or (802) 869-3370.
The town requests that interested applicants submit their 
materials by October 17, 2024. Applications will be accept-
ed until the position is filled. 

 TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN NH
We’re Hiring! Join Our Team Today!

Looking for a career with great Pay & Benefits?  Look no 
further! Come work for the Town of Charlestown!

We’re seeking motivated, passionate individuals to join our 
team. With competitive pay, excellent health and dental 
benefits, retirement plans, and more, this is more than just a 
job—it’s your future!

Positions Available:
Water/Waste Water Licensed Superintendent
FT & PT Police Officers
Highway Dept. Driver/Equipment Operator/Laborer
Transfer Station Attendant
Cemetery Sexton

Don’t miss out! Start your career with us today.
Apply now and take the first step toward a brighter tomorrow! 

For more information Visit www.charlestown-nh.gov, 
click on Volunteer & Employment.

Application available on the website or come in to the Town 
Office at 233 Main St. Charlestown NH

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Man-
agement) and Federal Emergency Management Agency’s 
(FEMA) implementing regulations at Title 44 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations Part 9, FEMA hereby provides final 
notice of its decision to provide Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program funding for an action located in a floodplain. 
Funding would be provided through Vermont Emergency 
Management to the Town of Chester to stabilize the river 
embankment along two sections of VT Route 35. 

The action is located along VT Route 35 in Chester, VT. The 
actions which would affect the floodplain consist of the con-
struction of two culvert outfalls and the stabilization of two 
sections of the embankment between the roadway and the 
South Branch Williams River. Culvert outfalls would convey 
stormwater from the west side of the road into the river 
through 2-foot-diameter culverts, and would include 10-foot 
by 12-foot stone splash aprons.  Each section of stabilized 
embankments would be filled with stone along 220 linear 
feet of the riverbank.  Stone fill would be planted with live 
stakes of native vegetation.

The project is within a mapped special flood hazard area. 
The action is expected to strengthen the integrity of the 
embankments, which would reduce, but not eliminate, the 
flood risks to the embankment and roadway. The project is 
also expected to have minor beneficial effects on the natural 
functions of the floodplain by slowing floodwater and im-
proving the quality of the habitat for wildlife. A map of the 
area of available upon request.

The project must in be in a floodplain because the riverbank 
and culvert outfalls are functionally dependent on their loca-
tion within the floodplain. The “No Action” alternative was 
considered and dismissed because it fails to reduce the risk 
of flood damage to the roadway and foregoes the opportuni-
ty to restore the beneficial functions of the floodplain. Grant 
conditions will also require compliance with all federal, 
state and local laws, including coordination with the local 
floodplain administrator.

Map requests and comments about this project and potential 
floodplain impacts should be submitted within 15 days of 
the date of this publication to:

Alexander Miller, Environmental Protection Specialist
Federal Emergency Management Agency, Cambridge, MA
Alexander.Miller@fema.dhs.gov; (202) 746-6856 

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

MAINTENANCE WORKER I
The Town of Springfield, VT is seeking a highly motivated 
individual to fill a full-time position within the Public Works 
Department. Desired candidate must have the ability to 
perform heavy manual labor and tasks requiring physical 
strength, coordination and dexterity. Strenuous physical effort 
is demanded in walking, bending, standing and lifting of 
heavy tools and materials. Often involves repetitive activities 
requiring limited skill and training. Requires use of equipment 
used on streets, water & sewer utilities when necessary, ceme-
teries and other Town properties. The MWI may be required 
to work independently on occasion. Requires an understand-
ing of job safety and a valid motor vehicle operator’s license. 
Pay Grade 11 ($17.31 - $19.35 per hour). This is a non-exempt 
union position with benefits consisting of Healthcare, (1) 
Personal Day, (13) Paid Time-Off Days, Short-Term Disabil-
ity, Long-Term Disability & Life Insurance and an excellent 
Retirement Program. Apply at the Human Resources Office, 
96 Main Street, (802) 885-2104 (toshr@vermontel.net). Ap-
plications may also be downloaded from the Town’s website 
https://springfieldvt.govoffice2.com/jobs. Applications will be 
accepted until the position is filled. The Town of Springfield is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WESTON ROAD CREW
The Town of Weston seeks to add full-time and part-time, 
year-round member to our Road Crew. Candidates are 
required to hold a VT Driver’s License and a valid CDL and 
participate in drug/alcohol testing.

Mail or return your resume to: Town of Weston PO Box 98 
Weston VT 05161 or drop off at the Town Office.  You can 
also email the application to selectboard@westonvt.org  Ap-
plications will be reviewed as received with the position open 
until filled. The Town of Weston is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

OCT. 17 – 
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Black 
River Academy Museum’s 
Annual Dinner will be held 
on Oct. 17, at 6 p.m., at the 
Church of the Annunciation, 
7 Depot Street in Ludlow. 
Come join us for a fun-fi lled 
evening, and bring a dish 
to share.

OCT. 18-19 –
CHESTER, Vt. – The annual 
Warm Hands Warm Hearts 
Clothing Drive will be held 
on Friday, Oct. 18, from 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m., and 
Saturday, Oct. 19, from 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m., at the 
Chester Baptist Church, on 
Main Street in Chester, Vt. 
We will take your clean, 
useable clothing of all sizes, 
and display it for two days 
of free shopping. We also 
will take blankets, quilts, 
linens, pillows, sweaters, 
pants, shirts, etc. For more 
information, or to schedule 
a dropoff of donated items 
at the church, contact 
Carla at 802-376-4822 or 
fae12rae@gmail.com.

OCT. 19 –
S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. –  
The South Londonderry 
Free Library invites kids of 
all ages to join art teacher 
Casey Junker Bailey for an 
art workshop on Saturday, 
Oct. 19, at 10:30 a.m. In 
addition to their fabulous 
artwork, children will bring 
home a free book thanks to 
a generous grant from the 
Stratton Foundation. For 
more information, contact 
the library at 802-824-
3371.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
River Valley Animal 
Protection League will be 
having a Poker Walk on 

Saturday, Oct. 19, from 
2-4 p.m. Starts at the 
Silsby Library courtyard. 
A donation enters you 
for a chance to win a 
fabulous prize basket. All 
participants are eligible for 
additional prizes. For more 
information, call 603-826-
3061.

OCT. 20 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –  On 
Sunday, Oct. 20, the 
Springfi eld Art Gym, 335 
River Street, Suite 2, will 
hold a haunted house 
building workshop for 
children, from 2-4 p.m. For 
more information on the 
workshop or how to sign 
up, visit www.facebook.
com/springfi eldartgym. 
Space is limited for this 
workshop.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
The Charlestown Historical 
Society’s October program 
will be held at the North 
Charlestown United 
Methodist Church, 471 
River Road (Route 12A), on 
Sunday, Oct. 20, at 2 p.m. 
Please join us to learn more 
about this historic church.

OCT. 25 –
CLAREMONT, N.H. – Come 
enjoy a social dance with a 
Roaring ‘20s theme at the 
Claremont Senior Center, 
5 Acer Heights, on Friday, 
Oct. 25, from 7-9 p.m. 
Dress in period costume 
for extra fun. Dance, or 
just listen to live music by 
Gerry Grimo and the East 
Bay Dance Combo, with 
added entertainment by his 
vocalist. This is the last social 
dance of the season. Open 
to the public, small cover 
charge per person. Bring a 
friend or make new friends. 

BYOB, snacks provided. For 
more information, call the 
senior center at 603-543-
5998.

OCT. 26 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Sound Investment will be 
performing classic rock and 
modern country music on 
Saturday, Oct. 26, from 
7:30-10:30 p.m., at VFW 
Post 771, 191 River Street. 
This performance is open 
to the public. For more 
information, call 802-885-
6008.

SUNDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the fi rst and third Sunday 
of every month downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls, from 
8-10 a.m. All you can eat 
for a minimal cost.

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – The 
Plymouth Historical Society, 
located in the former 
Plymouth Elementary School 
on Route 100 in Plymouth 
Union, is open Sunday 
afternoons, from 2-4 p.m. 
Visit our museum, or do 
research on your Plymouth 
ancestors.  Watch for the 
“Open” fl ag.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Catamount Composite 
Squadron of the Civil Air 
Patrol meets Sundays, from 
3:30-5:30 p.m., at Hartness 
Airport in Springfi eld. 
The Civil Air Patrol is the 
auxiliary unit of the U.S. 
Air Force tasked with the 
mission of supporting 
America’s communities 
with emergency response, 

diverse aviation and ground 
services, youth development, 
and promotion of air, space, 
and cyber power. Cadets 
as young as 12 and senior 
members of any age make 
up this diverse group of 
volunteers.

MONDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Free 
Tobacco Quit class led by 
Sarah Doyle, Mondays, 
from 6-7 p.m., at Parks 
Place, 44 School Street 
Extension, Bellows Falls. 
Dinner included. Call or 
text Sarah at 802-289-
0045 or email sdoyle@
springfi eldmed.org.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Overeaters Anonymous 
12-Step Recovery Program 
is Mondays, from 6-7 p.m., 
at Parks Place, 44 School 
Street Extension in Bellows 
Falls. The program is free. 
For more information go to 
www.oa.org.

WALPOLE, N.H. – Meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous on 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in St. 
John’s Parish Hall, Walpole.

TUESDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Come check out TOPS – 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 
We are a nonjudgmental, 
affordable, and supportive 
weight loss group. The fi rst 
visit is free. All are welcome; 
youth must be at least 9 to 
attend and have parental 
permission. Meetings are 
every Tuesday at 25 Cherry 
Hill in Bellows Falls. Weigh-
ins start at 5 p.m. 

WEDNESDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Knitting with 
Friends at Six Loose Ladies 
on the Chester Common, 

Wednesdays, from 10 a.m. 
to noon.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Knitting Together, every 
Wednesday, 1-3 p.m., at 
Village Square Booksellers, 
knitting hats and mittens for 
our school kids. We provide 
yarn, some direction, 
and an enjoyable visit. 
Acrylic yarn donations 
are always welcome. For 
more information, contact 
Caroline at 802-463-4653.

THURSDAYS –
TYSON, Vt. – The Tyson 
Ladies Aid Library 
Association meets the fi rst 
Thursday of each month, 
typically at the Tyson 
Library. Lunch is served at 
11:30 a.m. and meetings 
start at noon. New potential 
members are always 
welcome. Please call Janine 
Norman at 802-228-8764 
for more information or to 
verify meeting location.

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Support group for parents 
of pregnancy and infant 
loss on the fi rst Thursday of 
the month, from 6-7 p.m., 
at Springfi eld Area Parent 
Child Center, 6 Main Street 
in North Springfi eld. For 
details or to register, email 
dominiquer@sapcc-vt.org 
or call 802-886-5242 ext. 
258.

WALPOLE, N.H. – 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting, a 
12-step recovery program 
for women who have a 
desire to stop drinking, is 
happening every Thursday 
at 6 p.m. at the St. John’s 
Episcopal Church at the 
corner of Westminster and 
Elm streets in Walpole, N.H. 

For more information, call 
Viva at 802-732-8330.

GRAFTON, Vt. – A free 
playgroup for children from 
newborns to age 5 will be 
held at Grafton Elementary 
School on Thursday 
mornings, from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. Activities will include 
songs, games, and arts and 
crafts. Contact Heather with 
any questions at 802-843-
4792.

FRIDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Fridays from 11 a.m. – 12 
p.m., John Bohannon will 
teach tai chi and qi gong at 
the Rockingham Library in 
Bellows Falls, Vt. No special 
equipment or clothing is 
required.

CHESTER, Vt. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings held 
every Friday at 6:30 p.m. at 
St. Joseph’s Church, located 
at 96 South Main Street 
in Chester. If you have a 
problem with alcohol, this is 
an understanding place to 
come to. 

SATURDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Edgar May Health and 
Recreation Center offers 
Springfi eld residents the 
opportunity to come for a 
free swim every Saturday, 
from 1-3 p.m. Participants 
may need to show proof of 
Springfi eld residency. For 
more information, call 802-
885-2568, email info@
edgarmay.org, or visit www.
edgarmay.org.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Yoga, 
Saturdays at 10 a.m. at the 
Spring House at Jackson 
Gore. Call 802-228-1419 
for more information.

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
Living Hope Assembly of God, 582 Rockingham Rd.
Pastor Brenda Farkas welcomes all to Sunday worship 
at 10 a.m., the message at 10:30 a.m. with Children’s 
Church for ages 3-7, and fellowship. Live streaming 
available at 10:30 a.m. at Living Hope Fellowship 
Facebook page, Living Hope Fellowship Youtube, www.
sapatv.org, and www.fact8tv.com.

CAVENDISH, VT.
Cavendish Baptist Church, 2258 Main St. 
Sunday services are 10 a.m. online or in person. 
Online services are on Facebook at 10 a.m. 
Go to www.facebook.com/Cavendish-Baptist-
Church-258814894244302. More at www.
CavendishBaptist.com or call 802-226-7131.

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
Calvary Baptist Church, 156 Main St.
Sunday services are 9:30 a.m. in person. 
Services are still streamed at www.facebook.com/
calvarybaptistchurchspringfi eldvt. For more information, 
go to www.calvarylovesspringfi eld.com.

Church of Christ, Rt. 11, 972 Chester Rd.
Sunday Bible Study for all ages at 10 a.m.; Worship 
Service at 11 a.m. includes a group meeting for children. 
Live or past services can be viewed on Facebook at 

Springfi eldVTChurchofChrist. Wednesday at 6:30 p.m., 
adult class on different topics meets in the Fellowship 
Hall, accessed by parking in the back of the church. For 
more information, call Jamie Kurpiel, Evangelist, at 870-
615-0452 or email jckurpiel@yahoo.com. If no answer, 
call 802-886-2670.

WALPOLE, N.H.
St. John’s Episcopal Church, corner of Westminster 
and Elm St.
Sunday services are 10 a.m. in person or via Zoom. For 
more information, go to www.stjohnswalpole.org, email 
pastor@stjohnswalpole.org, or leave a message at 603-
756-4533.

WESTMINSTER, VT.
First Congregational Church of Westminster, 3470 
US Route 5
Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in our historic church 
and on Zoom. We have a children’s message each 
Sunday and following church is a time of fellowship in 
the Hall with coffee and snacks. For more information, 
call 802-518-0321, email us at westminstercongoline@
gmail.com, or fi nd us on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/First-Congregational-Church-of-Westminster-
Inc-1506511432980057.
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LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 

Subject to space. May 
be edited for clar-
ity, grammatical er-
rors, and libelous state-
ments. Must be kept 
under 400 words. Must 
include name and town 
for publication. View-
points do not necessar-
ily reflect the views of 
The Vermont Journal & 
The Shopper.

POLITICAL 
LETTERS

Due to the volume of 
political letters we re-
ceive during elections, 
and the increased cost 
of adding pages to the 
paper to print them 
all, political letters  are 
charged at the rate of 
$75 for 200 words, 
and $0.50 per word 
thereafter. Political let-
ters include endorsing, 
electioneering, or cam-
paigning for a sepcific 
candidate or party.

The Bellows Falls C.C. Clubhouse Manager 
BFCC is currently recruiting for a clubhouse manager for the 
2025 season & beyond! This is a seasonal salaried position 
generally April to early-December. If you have experience in 
the hospitality industry, knowledge of golf, customer service 
& proven ability to lead & support a team you may be the 
person BFCC is looking for!

Interested candidates should submit a cover letter & resume 
to bfcctherock@gmail.com or mail to BFCC, P.O. Box 397, 
Bellows Falls, VT 05101. A complete job description is avail-
able upon request.

BFCC is an equal opportunity employer & welcomes candi-
dates from all backgrounds to apply.

WE’RE HIRING!

JOIN OUR TEAM

Drilling and blasting 
will occur at the Allard 
Stone Quarry at 1589 
Grafton Street, Chester, 
VT 05143, between 
Oct. 23-25, between the 
hours of 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Dennis Allard 
802-254-0680

October 16, 2024

CLEAN OUTS
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – EZ-
Dump Enterprises is available for 
home/apartment/storage clean 
outs and disposal, and all other 
junk removal in the Windham 
and Windsor counties. Call 802-
376-1168 or email ezdump.bl@

gmail.com. 

FIREWOOD
LONDONDERRY, Vt. – Firewood 
in the Andover, Weston, Lon-
donderry, Windham area. $140 
you cut & split, 1.5 ton Dump 
Truck load of 8-10 foot delivered, 

$740, will sell for $500 or best 
offer. Call 860-558-1024. 

HELP WANTED
LUDLOW, Vt. – DCI Concepts is 
now hiring experienced lead and 
general carpenters. Call 802-
461-3573.

OTHER
REGION – Mr. Baseball, coming 

to Vermont, buying sports cards 
and memorabilia. Call 203-767-
2407. 

PLANT SALE
WINDHAM, Vt. – Looking to 
plant more native species next 
year? The Fourth Corner Founda-
tion in Windham is offering a 
presale for native plants. Now 
through October 30, a listing 
of over 40 native plant species 
are available for pick up in May 

2025. To order visit their website 
at www.thefourthcornerfounda-
tion.org. Pricing is based off a 
wholesale structure to make them 
highly affordable. Proceeds will 
go towards a 2026 donated 
native plant installation for a 
local organization. If you know 
an organization that would 
benefi t from a garden installation 
or have any questions about the 
sale, please email Kate Fellows at 
kate@4cfoundation.org. 

cut last winter. Also cut & split, 
dry or green. Call 802-875-2646 
evenings. 

FOR SALE
CHESTER, Vt. – Crossbow for 
sale, brand new (Bear-Constrictor 
Pro). Won in raffl e. List price 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Dear Editor,

  As we enter the last weeks 
of this election cycle, it is 
important to recognize 
the characteristics that are 
most critical in a candi-
date – integrity, honesty, 
transparency, and a genu-
ine desire to be sensitive 
to and to understand the 
needs of the people of Ver-
mont. There can be no ulte-
rior or self-serving motives 
which would affect how 
that person votes on issues, 
no matter that person’s per-
sonal beliefs or religious 
affiliations, and above all, 
they should be immune 
from the influences of out-
side lobbyists.
  I am grateful that the 

slate of Democratic Sena-
torial candidates in Wind-
sor County check off all 
boxes – Sen. Alison Clark-
son, Sen. Becca White, and 
Joe Major share records of 
dedicated leadership and 
selfless community ser-
vice. Alison, as Senate ma-
jority leader, has guided 
many priorities through 
the Legislature. Becca as 
the cochair of the Climate 
Solutions Caucus and the 
youngest woman in Senate 
history, elected in 2022, and 

served as a Windsor-6 rep-
resentative prior to that. Joe 
as the Hartford town trea-
surer and a proven commu-
nity leader, with extensive 
business management ex-
perience, who is dedicated 
to a Windsor County where 
everyone can thrive.
  All three have a vision 

for moving us forward in 
the 21st century, to be sure 
that Vermont remains a vi-
able place for young people 
to live and start families, 
while also supporting the 
needs of older Vermonters, 

attracting new businesses 
for expanded employment 
opportunities, develop-
ing affordable housing op-
tions which will encourage 
growth, and being sure that 
everyone is treated with 
compassion and respect – 
they are the problem solv-
ers and leaders that we need 
now. Please join me in sup-
porting Alison, Becca, and 
Joe this year.

Paid for by Sally Laurent
Chair, Windsor County 

Democratic Committee

Town of Mount Holly 
Seeks Highway Maintenance Worker

The Town of Mount Holly seeks an experienced highway 
maintenance worker to join its road crew starting imme-
diately. A valid CDL is required. The Town of Mount Holly 
offers competitive pay with starting pay ranging from $21-
$24/hr and benefits including municipal group health and 
dental insurance, paid time off, and retirement pension plan 
(VMERS). A detailed description of the position and employ-
ment application can be found by visiting www.mounthollyvt.
org and navigating to Announcements→Job Openings and 
Employment. Paper copies of the job description and applica-
tion can also be picked up in person at the Mount Holly Town 
Office at 50 School Street in Mount Holly.
Interested candidates should submit questions and letters of 
application to the Mount Holly Select Board at mountholly-
selectboard@gmail.com or can mail letters to Mount Holly 
Select Board at PO Box 248, Mount Holly, VT 05758. Appli-
cations can also be hand-delivered to the Town Office.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

Department of Environmental Conservation
Solid Waste Management Program

Ludlow Transfer Station

DRAFT CERTIFICATION
The public is hereby notified that the Agency of Natural 
Resources has developed a draft certification for recer-
tification for the Ludlow Transfer Station in accordance 
with 10 V.S.A. Section 6601 et. seq. and the Vermont Solid 
Waste Management Rules. The facility is located off VT 100 
South, in Ludlow, Vermont. The draft certification includes 
requirements for management of the facility for a ten year 
certification period.
A copy of the application and draft certification is available 
for public inspection during normal working hours at the 
office of the Solid Waste Management Program, located at 
1 National Life Drive in Montpelier, Vermont and at the 
Ludlow Town Clerk’s office.
Comments on the draft certification will be accepted until 
November 1, 2024 and should be sent to:
Josh Kelly
Solid Waste Management Program
1 National Life Drive - Davis 1
Montpelier, VT   05620-3704
(802) 522-5897
josh.kelly@vermont.gov

RON 
PATCH
Buying 

Antiques

Photographs
Military
Clocks
Guns
Coins

802-374-0119
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arts & entertainment
HIGGINS HILL ORCHARD

Mac, Cortland, Honeycrisp, Baldwin, Delicious,
Northern Spy, Mutsu, Gala, and Macoun 

Pick Your Own

Senior Citizen Discount
5 Mins from Exit 5, I-91 • Westminster, VT 

Westminster Heights Rd. to Orchard Hill Rd. Follow Signs
Open Daily 9am - 5pm

APPLES

Open from 
9 am - 5 pm everyday

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

30 Day Accountability Coach 
TOM SALMON CPA,MA
Sign up for a Dry Alcohol Free 30 Day Challenge for clarifying 
goals, finances, and healthy living. Receive accountability, 
guidance, and mentorship. Free yourself and start taking the 
productive actions towards the future you wish to create. 

No fee required. A donation of any amount to a local cause or 
organization suggested.

Call or text 802-535-1555 or go to TheFlatTable.com
(04/09/25 - 26)

Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art  Crafts Gifts & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7

Open Wall: Glistening Wonders 
Drop off work 10/9 to 10/11 

Northwest Passage - Photography Show 
by Gene Parulis until 10/30

Exhibit/Sale- Moonlight in Vermont
Handpainted Silk Scarves by Terri Flowers until 10/31

Register for Workshops & Shop Online 
www.galleryvault.org

Pine Needle Christmas Ornament with Irene Dizes
10/19 from 11-4  $78.

Painting the Vibrant Colors of Fall with Rob O’Brien
11/2 from 9:30-4  $85

Raku Pottery with Andrew Berends
11/2 & 11/9 $275. includes materials
(10/16/24 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restorations on 
up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our clients can 
expect professionalism, proficiency, customer care, and quality. 
Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/20/24 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(11/13/24 - 13)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2025! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(11/06/24 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
10am-6pm. 
(08/13/25 - TFN - 52)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/29/25 - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(11/20/24 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(12/04/24 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(12/18/24)

16 North Main Street  |  Charlestown, NH

FRIDAY NIGHT 
DINNER

5:30 PM TO 7:00 PM
Oct. 18, 2024

BAKED HADDOCK
Rice Pilaf, Vegetable, 
Salad, Roll w/ Butter, 

and Dessert

$12.00/person
Reservations until 6:00 PM

Hosted by the  
American Legion

Cmdr. Pete Squires 
PR Smokey Aumand

American Legion 
Post #37
42 Rockingham St.
Bellows Falls, VT
802-463-9700

For all Local Children of the For all Local Children of the 
Community 10 and UnderCommunity 10 and Under

Kid Friendly Kid Friendly -- candy  candy -- Light Snacks  Light Snacks 
Pumpkins Pumpkins -- Wear a Costume / not required Wear a Costume / not required

saturday saturday 
Oct. 26Oct. 26
1 - 3 pm1 - 3 pm

American legion
American legion

post #37post #37

rockingham st. 
rockingham st. 

bellows fallsbellows falls

K i d sK i d s
h a r v e s th a r v e s t

NOT SCARY!NOT SCARY!

19th

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Canal Street Art Gallery 
presents the Mindy Fisher 
“Lost Creatures from the 
Atomic Volcano” show, 
open Oct. 18 – Dec. 14. Join 
the gallery for Third Friday 
Gallery Night, Oct. 18, in 
historic downtown Bellows 
Falls, Vt., from 5-7 p.m., for 
an opening reception for the 
artist. All gallery events are 
free and open to the public; 
for wheelchair accessibility, 
call 802-289-0104. 
  “Prepare to be entranced, 

dear viewer, as you ven-
ture into the colorful and 
hypnotic realms of ‘Lost 
Creatures from the Atomic 
Volcano,’” says Fisher of the 
show. Canal Street Art Gal-
lery invites the public to ex-
perience this brain-tingling 
collection of abstract paint-
ings as the artist guides the 
viewer on a journey through 
a mysterious world of mar-
velous mayhem.
  Fisher asks, “What would 

happen if an undiscovered 
megavolcano suddenly 
erupted, spewing uranium-
poisoned lava and evaporat-
ing almost all life on earth? 
Without the interference of 
humankind and minimal 
traces of surviving technol-
ogy, what would emerge 
from the radiated ashes?” 
Fisher imagines the aston-
ishing possibilities with her 
super saturated gouache 
paints. A supporting cast 
of oil pastels, spray paint, 
and dye deliver surprises 
throughout the canvases. 
Abstract forms spontane-
ously evolve into a bound-
less array of plant life and 
alien-like creatures battling 
their way into existence. 
Oozing scenes depicting 
vast, unearthly landscapes 
and microscopic lenses. 
Visitors are encouraged to 
record their discoveries in 
the logbook, and to take 
home a lost creature from 

the unearthed pile of af-
fordable sketches, or cre-
ate their own at the public 
art-making station.
  Fisher was born and 

raised in southern New 
Hampshire. In 1998, she 
moved to Chicago to 
study set design for the-
ater at Columbia College. 
She lived in Chicago for 
14 years, and focused on 
painting, cartooning, and 
exploring animation. She 
taught youth cartoon-
ing and sewing at Right 
Brained Studio in Oak 
Park, Ill. She now lives 
in Vermont, and works 
out of her studio in Bel-
lows Falls. Fisher has 
shown work in Chicago, 
Ill.; Cincinnati, Ohio; 
Lafayette, La.; Portland, 
Ore.; Keene, N.H.; New 
York City; and Clifton 
Springs, N.Y.; as well as 
many towns in Vermont, 
and has sold work to col-
lectors around the globe.
  Canal Street Art Gal-

lery is located at 23 Canal 
Street in historic down-
town Bellows Falls, Vt. 
For more information 
about the Mindy Fisher 
“Lost Creatures from the 
Atomic Volcano” show, 
go to www.canalstreetart-
gallery.com, call Mike at 
802-289-0104, or email 
artinfo@canalstreetart-
gallery.com.

Mindy Fisher Solo Show 
at Canal Street Gallery

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – The Rockingham 
Arts and Museum Project 
(RAMP) is pleased to ex-
hibit watercolors created 
by local artist Brad Dun-
bar at Project Space 9 in 
Bellows Falls. The work 
captures still lifes, land-
scapes, and birds.
  Dunbar, a native Ver-

monter, was raised in 
Springfield, and his 
education in the public 
school system introduced 
him to ceramics, and 
sketching and charcoal 
drawing later in college.

  In the 1970s he was able 
to study with Les Sheehan 
in Saxtons River, and after 
retirement he has had more 
time to explore the water-
color medium and, in his 
words, has “always preferred 
the appearance of watercol-
or and the relationship be-
tween paper and pigment.”
  The Project 9 Gallery 

space is a public gallery 
in the lobby of the Exner 
Block, located at 9 Canal 
Street in downtown Bellows 
Falls. 
  An opening is planned 

for Friday, Oct. 18, from 5-7 

p.m. The exhibit will run 
Oct. 18 – Dec. 31. The pub-
lic is encouraged to attend.
  Project Space 9 is wheel-

chair accessible; call in 
advance to make arrange-
ments. For more informa-
tion, please contact RAMP 
at 802-463-3252, or ramp@
sover.net.
  RAMP acknowledges 

the Vermont Arts Council, 
The National Endowment 
for the Arts, Chroma, The 
Windham Foundation, and 
Stewart Property Manage-
ment for helping to support 
its mission.

Watercolors by Brad 
Dunbar at Project 9 Gallery

WINDHAM, Vt. – Wind-
ham’s annual Harvest Sup-
per and Square Dance 
returns for the first time 
since the Covid shut-
downs. The feast begins on 
Saturday, Oct. 26, at 4 p.m., 
at the historic Windham 
Meeting House, 26 Har-

rington Road, Windham, 
Vt., on the corner of Wind-
ham Hill Road. Look for 
the tall white steeple.
  The traditional dinner 

is hosted and prepared by 
the Windham Commu-
nity Organization (WCO). 
We will be serving ham, 

butternut squash, baked 
beans, scalloped potatoes 
(plus a gluten-free ver-
sion), a vegetarian Mexi-
can cornbread casserole, 
salad, sweet breads, rolls, 
and assorted homemade 
pies and desserts. The cost 
is discounted for children 
12 and under, with a family 
rate available.
  After dessert, Sally 

Newton will be calling 
the moves for an incred-
ibly lively square dance. 

She will be accompanied 
by talented local musi-
cians, many of whom are 
her relatives. Newton is 
excellent at explaining the 
dance moves and creating 
a fun atmosphere, so don’t 
be bashful. Donations are 
appreciated for our musi-
cians and for square dance 
only. All proceeds benefit 
Windham area residents 
through WCO. Come on 
out for the last big fling be-
fore winter.

Windham Harvest Supper and Square Dance

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – Canal Street Art 
Gallery presents The 
Working Artist Program, 
providing local artists 
with a self-curated ex-
hibition and work space 
within a gallery setting. 
The gallery is pleased to 
announce the expansion 
of this program from its 
current number of three 
artists, to a total number 
of eight artist studios. The 
program offers visitors a 
unique and personal ex-
perience by introducing 
them directly to artists 
and their artworks. Par-

ticipating artists have the 
opportunity to provide the 
community with free public 
events and private talks, lec-
tures, demonstrations, and 
classes.
  The eight studios compris-

ing the Working Artist Pro-
gram range in size from 28 
square feet to 77 square feet, 
each with 12-24 linear feet of 
wall space. Artists provide 
their own studio furniture, 
tools, and supplies. This 
makes for a range of afford-
able monthly exhibition fees, 
all with flexible predeter-
mined lengths of time.
  Customers may purchase 

any artwork in the gallery 
during open hours. Artists 
processing their own sales 
pay no commission to the 
gallery.
  Beginning Nov. 15, the 

gallery will be open to the 
public Tuesday-Saturday, 
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Sunday, 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m.; Bellows Falls 
Third Friday Nights, 6-8 
p.m.; and Vermont Open 
Studio Weekends in the 
spring and fall. Working art-
ists will staff the gallery each 
with publicized hours. 
  Canal Street Art Gallery is 

located at 23 Canal Street, in 
Bellows Falls, Vt. 

Canal Street Art Gallery grows 
with eight artist studios
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arts & entertainment

Large Variety of 
Menu Items!

Matilda and 
Three Bears

Antiques & Gifts

26 The Common
Chester, VT

802-875-6041

126 Main Street | Ludlow, VT
802-228-2400 | JohnnysKitchenVT@gmail.com

Come for the Food, Stay for the Fun!

802-228-7797
Kitchen Hours Monday – Friday 4–9pm

Saturday 12–9pm,  Sunday 12-8pm

Monday Open Mic Night at 8:30pm
Tuesday Trivia at 6pm with Rick Davis

Thursday Irish Session with Gypsy Reel at 6:30pm

RON PATCH
Buying 

Antiques

Military, Clocks, 
Guns, Coins

802-374-0119

Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 
Monday - Friday.   Excludes Holidays

SHRIMP & 
SCALLOPS

BROILED 
OR FRIED

$2000
JR. PRIME 

RIB

$1600

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

All Meals are Served with 
House Salad, Caesar Salad, 

or Veggie of the Day

11:45-9 Mon-Sat and 12-8 Sun
Now Taking Reservations

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
On Sunday, Oct. 20, at 
3 p.m., composer and 
pianist David Feurzeig 
will play at the First 
Congregational Church 
of Springfield, 77 Main 
Street, as part of his Play 
Every Town series of 
concerts. 
  In May 2022, Feurzeig 

embarked on Play Every 
Town, 252 free concerts 
in each of Vermont’s 252 
towns, to confront cli-
mate change through the 
power of community and 
music. With this project, 
Feurzeig will become the 
first musician to perform 
in every Vermont munic-
ipality. He is traveling in 
his solar-charged electric 
vehicle, offering free con-
certs to bring attention to 
the interrelated issues of 
climate and community.
  “I want to support 

Vermont’s local commu-
nities with live perfor-
mance in village centers 
and downtowns, while 
fulfilling UVM’s mission 

to serve as a resource for the 
whole state,” says Feurzeig, 
a professor of music at 
UVM. 
  Each program is locally 

tailored. In Springfield, 
Feurzeig will play music 
by the child Mozart from 
1761, the year Springfield 
was chartered, and his be-
loved variations on “Twin-
kle Twinkle” from the year 
the Congregational Church 
was founded, while a selec-
tion of Chopin mazurkas 
from 1833 mark the year 
the current church build-
ing was completed. In 1954, 
U.S. Sen. Ralph Flanders of 
Springfield famously asked 
Joseph McCarthy, “Have 
you no decency?” In honor 
of this signal moment in 
turning the tide of McCar-
thyism, Feurzeig will play 
Errol Garner’s 1954 classic 
“Misty.”
  Springfield’s Kyle Wash-

burn, a former student of 
Feurzeig at UVM, will join 
him for a rendition of Bach’s 
“Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring,” 
while Chloé Husser will 

sing Bill Withers’ “Lean On 
Me,” released in 1972, the 
year the church’s Yamaha 
grand was manufactured. 
Like every concert in the 
project, this one will in-
clude its own unique sonata 
by Domenico Scarlatti, “So-
nata no. 66,” for this 66th 
concert in the project. 
  Admission is free, with 

voluntary donations go-
ing to the Black River Ac-
tion Team for their ongo-
ing river cleanup work and 
work on flood resilience 
and promoting the plant-
ing of lots of native shrubs, 
trees, grasses, and flower-
ing plants to help grow the 
soil so it can better absorb 
storm water. The bonus is 
all the shade and cooling of 
the microclimate wherever 
the vegetation is planted, 
replacing hard, hot surfaces 
where feasible.
  Follow Feurzeig on his 

journey on Instagram, find 
up-to-date events for your 
town via Facebook, or visit 
the website at www.playev-
erytown.com.

Play Every Town comes 
to Springfield

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
Gallery at the VAULT is ex-
cited to offer a raku pottery 
workshop with Andrew 
Berends on two consecutive 
Saturdays, Nov. 2 and Nov. 
9, from 1-5 p.m. each day. 
Register by Saturday, Oct. 
26.
  Berends will be teaching 

the Japanese firing tech-
nique known as raku. Raku 
is a 16th-century technique 
developed in Japan for 
making tea ceremony ware. 
It has been developed in 
this country to produce re-
ally interesting pottery. The 
firings take about an hour, 
and you get a finished piece 
at the end. Raku is a tech-
nique where pots are fired 
to 1,840 degrees, pulled 
out of the hot kiln, and ma-
nipulated with sawdust and 
water to change the look of 
the glazes. The glazes can 
be metallic, and/or have a 
crackle effect. We will also 

fire pots with a technique 
known as “horsehair” raku, 
which creates designs on 
the clay. 
  The class will include 

wheel throwing, slab mak-
ing, as well as extruding in-
struction. The first day will 
include making all types of 
clay work, and the second 
day will be glazing and fir-
ing all the pots in the raku 
tradition. Emphasis will 
be on being creative, and 
learning the basics of pot-
tery, including making the 
work, glazing, as well as fir-
ing. The class is geared to-
wards teens through adults, 
and limited to five students.
  Berends has been a mas-

ter potter for over 30 years, 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
from the New York State 
College of Ceramics at Al-
fred University, as well as 
a Master of Fine Arts from 
Montana State University. 
Upon moving to Vermont 

in 1988, he became a 
professional production/
art potter, and has exhib-
ited internationally, as 
well as being represented 
by over 180 galleries na-
tionally.
  The cost of the work-

shop is discounted for 
gallery members, and in-
cludes 25 pounds of clay, 
glazes, and firing costs 
in a gas-fired kiln. Wear 
old clothing, and bring 
pottery tools if you have 
them. Directions to An-
drew’s studio in Spring-
field will be given at reg-
istration.
  Gallery at the VAULT 

is located at 68 Main 
Street in Springfield. For 
more information, call 
802-885-7111, email gal-
leryvault@vermontel.net, 
visit www.galleryvault.
org, or stop by the gallery. 
Gallery at the VAULT is 
handicap accessible.

Raku pottery workshop 
through the VAULT

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next 
Stage Arts Project and 
Twilight Music present an 
evening of traditional and 
contemporary Scottish and 
fiddle music by duos Alas-
dair Fraser & Natalie Haas, 
and San Miguel Fraser (Ga-
len Fraser and Maria San 
Miguel) on Sunday, Oct. 20, 
at 7 p.m., at Next Stage.
  The musical partner-

ship between consummate 
performer Alasdair Fra-
ser, “the Michael Jordan 
of Scottish fiddling,” and 
brilliant Californian cel-
list Natalie Haas spans the 
full spectrum between in-
timate chamber music and 
ecstatic dance energy. Over 
the last 16 years of creating 
a buzz at festivals and con-
cert halls across the world, 
they have truly set the stan-
dard for fiddle and cello 
in traditional music. This 
seemingly unlikely pairing 
of instruments is the fulfill-
ment of a longstanding mu-
sical dream for Fraser. His 
search eventually led him to 
find a cellist who could help 
return the cello to its his-
torical role at the rhythmic 
heart of Scottish dance mu-
sic, where it stood for hun-
dreds of years before being 
relegated to the orchestra. 
Fraser and Haas blend a 
profound understanding of 

the Scottish tradition with 
cutting-edge string explo-
rations. In addition to per-
forming, they both have 
motivated generations of 
string players through their 
teaching at fiddle camps 
across the globe.
  Fraser has a concert and 

recording career spanning 
over 30 years. Haas has per-
formed and recorded with 
a who’s who of the fiddle 
world, including Mark 
O’Connor, Natalie Mac-
Master, Irish supergroups 
Solas and Altan, Liz Car-
roll, Dirk Powell, Brittany 
Haas, Darol Anger, Jeremy 
Kittel, Hanneke Cassel, 
Laura Cortese, and many 
more.
  San Miguel Fraser is a 

project bringing together 
Galen Fraser, a Berklee 
graduate and son of Alas-
dair Fraser, and Maria San 
Miguel, a native of Castile 
and graduate of Oviedo 
Conservatory with deep 
family roots in the tradi-
tions of her homeland. To-
gether, they combine dy-
namic fiddling and string 
arrangements with the 
soaring, life-celebrating 
singing of San Miguel and 
the exciting, oh-so-sen-
sitive cittern accompani-
ment of Galen. Surprises 
abound in this project, with 

fresh compositions and 
startlingly touching and 
deeply thoughtful ar-
rangements. San Miguel 
Fraser has performed at 
Celtic Connections, Fes-
tival de Ortiguiera, Bell-
ingham Celtic Festival, 
Bolao Folk, and at many 
other venues around the 
world.
  Next Stage is located 

at 15 Kimball Hill in 
downtown Putney, Vt. 
Tickets are discounted 
in advance at www.
nextstagearts.org; there 
is also a livestream op-
tion. For information, 
call 802-387-0102.  Next 
Stage will provide a beer, 
wine, and cocktail cash 
bar.

S. LONDONDERRY, 
Vt. – Last winter, the 
Vermont Film Festival 
began with a speaker 
from the Vermont Hu-
manities Council, and 
the showing of three 
films. 
This fall, the celebra-

tion continues with three 
more films, two filmed 
in Vermont and one 
purported to take place 
there.
  First up, on Oct. 24, is 

“Funny Farm,” filmed in 
Townsend and Grafton, 
Vt. Chevy Chase stars in 
this comedy about a cou-

ple who swap city life for 
the country, but their pic-
turesque new hometown 
and country life turn out to 
be more than a little bit dif-
ferent from what they were 
expecting.
  “Funny Farm” will be 

followed, on Nov. 14, by 
“Where the Rivers Flow 
North,” and on Dec. 12, by 
“White Christmas,” with 
Bing Crosby crooning the 

title tune.
  All films will be shown 

at the South Londonderry 
Depot, on Route 100, at 7 
p.m. There will be no cost 
to attend; donations will 
be accepted and shared be-
tween the three sponsoring 
organizations, a consor-
tium of the Friends of the 
West River Trail and the 
historical societies of Lon-
donderry and Weston.

Vermont Film Festival 
returns with “Funny Farm”

Alasdair Fraser & Natalie 
Haas, and San Miguel Fraser
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General Contracting

 Construction 

Excavating

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT

www.barrsbuilders.com

DERK BEARDMORE
beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

~ OUR OWN ~~ OUR OWN ~
PUMPKINSPUMPKINS

LOCAL CHEESE & MEATLOCAL CHEESE & MEAT
APPLESAPPLES

TOMATOESTOMATOES
WINTER SQUASHWINTER SQUASH

Open Daily 9-6Open Daily 9-6

Route 12 Route 12 
517 Main Street517 Main Street

Walpole, NHWalpole, NH

Like us on FacebookLike us on Facebook

DON’T
HIBERNATE.
BUTTON 
UP.

sponsored by Efficiency Vermont

There’s never been a better 
time to weatherize your home.

Join us for webinars 
to learn more!

ButtonUpVermont.org

All offers subject to eligibility and availability. 

• 75% off project costs, up to $9,500 
• Free services for income-eligible Vermonters
• 0% financing options

CUSTOM HOMES, ADDITIONS, & RENOVATIONS
QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP FOR OVER 25 YEARS 

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT! 
802-461-3573

REGION – Fall is here, 
and you know what that 
means – it’s time to tackle 
those fall home mainte-
nance tasks before winter 
hits. Checking the interior 
and exterior of your home 
can help you get ready for 
the changes in weather that 
will come, and help you dis-
cover any opportunities for 
home improvements.
  Seasonal home mainte-

nance can help keep your 
house in good order as the 
seasons change. Plus, it’s 
important to make sure 
that features like a fireplace 
or heating system are ready 
to operate safely as colder 

temperatures get ready to 
set in.

  Outdoor fall home 
maintenance
  Start by cleaning out your 

gutters and downspouts 
to make sure they are free 
of leaves and other debris, 
to avoid damage caused 
by clogged gutters. If you 
want to make this task eas-
ier each year, you can put a 
mesh cover on your gutters 
once they are clean to keep 
leaves from falling back in.
  It’s also a good idea to get 

a roof inspection in the fall, 
before snow falls. Check 
your roof for missing or 
loose shingles, as snow and 

ice could cause water dam-
age as they melt. While 
you’re up there, make sure 
the metal flashing around 
any vents and/or chim-
neys aren’t damaged. If you 
think there may be a poten-
tial leak, an inspector can 
help identify any issues.
  You will also want to 

check your exterior walls 
and foundation for any 
cracks or gaps, as these 
could be places for small 
animals to burrow into 
your home. Gaps or cracks 
can also be areas for wa-
ter and air to get into your 
home, so be sure to fix any 
bad spots before winter be-
ings.

  Indoor fall home main-

tenance
  When was the last time 

you changed your furnace 
filter? If you don’t remem-
ber, now is a great time 
to put in a new one. You 
should also consider hav-
ing a professional come in 
to inspect your heating sys-
tem, to make sure it runs 
at its peak performance all 
season long.
  Don’t forget about your 

fireplace. Make sure your 
chimney flue is clear, and 
that the overall fireplace 
is clean. A chimney sweep 
can help check for buildup 
in the chimney, as well as 
any damage that may need 
to be fixed.
  While you’re doing your 

fall home maintenance, 
be sure to test your smoke 
and carbon monoxide de-
tectors. Making sure these 
work and have new batter-
ies can help you keep your 
family and your home safe.
  Once you’ve completed 

your fall home maintenance 
tasks, be sure to sit back 

and relax, because you’ve 
earned it. If you did find 
any major home repairs you 
need to make this fall, give 
me a call to talk about your 
financing options.

  Submitted by Victoria 
Blodgett, Prime Lending, 
Ludlow, Vt.

Fall home maintenance tips

BROWNSVILLE, Vt. – 
The theme for this year’s 
Brownsville Independence 
Day Celebrations (IDC) 
was “Country Road, Take 
Me Home.” Well, the 2024 

IDC days are a fond mem-
ory in our rear-view mir-
rors, and the December 
holidays are a bit down the 
road ahead. Yet, here is an 
opportunity to check off a 

gift or two while support-
ing the 2025 Independence 
Day Celebrations at the 
same time.
  Back by popular de-

mand, the Brownsville 
Independence Day Cel-
ebrations committee is, 
once again, offering fresh 
evergreen holiday wreaths 
and decorations as a fund-
raising effort for the 2025 
IDC event. And the prices, 

which include shipping to 
your doorstep or to that of 
your gift recipient, remain 
the same as last year.
  Go to www.giftitfor-

ward.com and use the 
Brownsville IDC code 
BROWNSVT001 to see the 
beautiful wreaths, swags, 
and tabletop centerpieces/
trees available. You can 
now access products with 
this new flip booklet at 
www.heyzine.com/f lip-
book/25f2e8ba69.html# 
page/1.
  Place your order online 

for your home decor or for 
gifts for friends and fam-
ily, and then check off any 
number of items on your 
holiday list. Online orders 
can be placed until Dec. 
6, and you can pick your 
shipping date starting the 
week of Nov. 11.
  The volunteers of the 

Brownsville IDC and ev-
eryone who enjoys this 
free two-day celebration 
appreciate your support, 
and wish you a spectacular 
autumn and holiday sea-
son.

Wreaths to support Brownsville IDC

Fall home maintenance before winter.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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15 Barker St.
Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479
Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Hardware - Lawn & Garden - Automotive - Hand/Power Tools
Outdoor Power Equipment - Doors & Windows - Wood Pellets

Vinyl Siding - Fencing - Trusses - Decking - Painting
Plumbing & Heating - Lumber & Building - Roofing - Flooring

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. • Charlestown, NH 03603

Tel: 603-826-3251 • Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

SAVE TIME AND MONEY
Clean your Filters and Have your System 

Pumped Before Winter Sets In!

BEST
SEPTIC SERVICE

 COMPLETE SEPTIC SYSTEM MANAGEMENT 
         It’s Tough to Beat the Best

Tank Locating - Pumping - Inspections
Repairs - Jetting - Snaking

Portable Toilets - Handwashing Stations
Restaurant Grease Traps

802-463-9444
Westminster, VT • www.bestsepticvt.netFollow us!

The Vermont Journal
The ShopperLike us on Facebook!   @VermontJournal

Beautiful  Kitchen Showroom!
The Best Home Improvement Value! 

Come Visit us Today to See all of our Kitchen Selections!

KraftMaid 
Has more than 40 years experience 
building quality, customized cabinetry

Medallion
Builds beautiful and functional crafted 
cabinets inspired by and personalized 

for your lifestyle

182 Pleasant St. | Ludlow, VT | (802) 228-4665

Scott Lutinski | slutinski@lavalleys.com

Come visit our

REGION – The best time 
to weatherize your home 
for a warm, comfortable, 
and more affordable winter 
is today. That’s the message 
from dozens of partners 
involved with the annual 
Button Up Vermont cam-
paign, which launched on 
Oct. 1. Homes that have 
needed repairs to “button 
up” can now get up to an 
additional $15,000 through 
a new home repair pro-
gram that prepares homes 
to be weatherized.
  Button Up Vermont en-

courages Vermonters to 
get their homes ready for 
winter with rebates and 
resources that make “but-

toning up” any home more 
accessible and affordable. 
This year, the campaign 
launches alongside a new 
home repair offer to ad-
dress underlying issues in a 
home that need to be fixed 
before weatherization can 
happen. Up to $15,000 for 
improvements is available 
to homeowners through 
the new home repair pro-
gram.
  The home repair pro-

gram is available to low- or 
moderate-income home-
owners planning to weath-
erize. All repair projects 
must be deemed necessary 
as part of a planned weath-
erization project in a home, 

including manufactured 
homes. Homes served by 
Burlington Electric or Ver-
mont Gas Systems are not 
eligible for the home repair 
offer.
  Many home repairs are 

eligible, like roof repair, 
ventilation and ductwork, 
asbestos/vermiculite re-
mediation, window repair/
replacement, foundation 
repair, plumbing, siding/
sheathing, and more. Any 
contractor can install or 
complete home repair 
measures, including mem-
bers of the Efficiency Ex-
cellence Network of inde-
pendent contractors, a list 
of whom can be found at 
www.efficiencyvermont.
com/find-contractor-re-
tailer.
  For full details, see www.

efficiencyvermont.com/re-
bates/list/home-repair.
  After repairs, the next 

step to “button up” a home 
is a weatherization proj-
ect. Efficiency Vermont’s 
Home Performance with 
Energy Star rebate offers 
75% of project costs back, 

up to $9,500. Vermont Gas 
Systems also offers weath-
erization rebates. Income-
eligible households can 
also get free weatherization 
from the state’s Weather-
ization Assistance Pro-
grams, which can be found 
at www.dcf.vermont.gov/
benefits/weatherization.
  Telltale signs a home has 

opportunities to button up 
include drafts even when 
the heat is on (a sign that 
cold air is leaking in and 
heat is leaking out), snow 
melting unevenly on a 
roof (indicating an attic in 
need of air sealing and in-
sulation), and icicles or ice 
dams forming on a rooftop 
from escaping heat.
  “Buttoning up is one of 

the best ways to make a 
home more comfortable 
year-round – and making 
essential home repairs is 
a great first step,” said Pe-
ter Walke, Efficiency Ver-
mont’s managing director. 
“Once a home is ready, air 
sealing and insulating as 
part of a weatherization 
project means a warmer 

home that uses less energy 
– and lower energy bills for 
years to come.”
  Vermonters can join in 

and Button Up this fall in 
several ways.
  Attend a Button Up event 

in your community. Com-
munity events can be found 
at www.buttonupvermont.
org/events. Learn about re-
ducing heat loss and trim-
ming energy bills through 
energy fairs, webinars, and 
other opportunities. No 
events in your area? Sign 
up to host one at https://
www.buttonupvermont.
org/partners.
  Not sure where to start? 

Try a free virtual home en-
ergy visit. An Efficiency 
Vermont energy expert 
can assess your home by 
video chat, and give you a 
personalized list of projects 
and improvements. Ver-
mont Gas customers may 
also qualify for an energy 
assessment. To learn more, 
visit www.efficiencyver-
mont.com/rebates/l ist/
home-energy-visit.

  Complete three DIY 
weatherization projects 
and get $100 back at www.
efficiencyvermont.com/
rebates/list/diy-weather-
ization. These do-it-your-
self weatherization proj-
ects may not reduce your 
heating bills, but they can 
limit drafts and make your 
home more comfortable. 
Follow the DIY Weather-
ization Guide at www.effi-
ciencyvermont.com/blog/
how-to/9-diy-projects-to-
help-you-keep-warm-this-
winter to start your button-
ing up efforts.
  As part of this year’s 

Button Up efforts, Effi-
ciency Vermont is hosting 
“Weatherization Wednes-
day” webinars, offering 
weatherization tips and 
information about climate-
friendly heating with heat 
pumps. Join a “Weatheriza-
tion 101” webinar on Oct. 
23, at 12 p.m., and/or join a 
“Heat Pumps 101” webinar 
on Oct. 30, at 12 p.m. Learn 
more and register at www.
buttonupvermont.org.

Button Up Vermont prepares homes for winter

CAVENDISH, Vt. –
When Japanese knotweed 
is mentioned, people often 
cringe, and tell tales of how 
it’s taken over parts of their 
yard and is impossible to 
kill. However, it’s long been 
part of traditional medicine 
in Asia for centuries, as a 
treatment for such ailments 
as inflammation, infections, 
skin burns, and, most re-
cently, Lyme disease.
  While knotweed was 

brought to the Americas in 
the 1800s as an ornamental 
plant, other plants that had 
medicinal properties were 
brought to the Americas 
by the colonists. In addi-
tion, the “seed trade” was 
big business, with middle- 
and upper-class landowners 
buying plants from around 
the world to study in their 
back yards. 
  On Saturday, Oct. 26, the 

Cavendish Historical So-
ciety (CHS) will host their 
third workshop on plants, 
this time focusing on the 
invasives. This talk will fea-
ture garlic mustard, plan-
tain, barberry, eucalyptus, 
ragweed, and other plants 
that were introduced or 
traveled with settlers. We’ll 
be exploring plants that can 
do damage to existing eco-
systems, yet also offer medi-
cine. 
  The workshop will take 

place at the Cavendish 
Town Library, 573 Main 
Street, Proctorsville, starting 
at 2 p.m. Dr. Charis Boke, a 
member of the Dartmouth 
College faculty in anthro-
pology, will once again be 
speaking. Boke is currently 
writing “Poison, Power, and 
Possibility: Building Rela-
tions with Medicinal Plants,” 
which will explore the poet-

ics, politics, and practices of 
contemporary herbalists in 
North America, leaning on 
ethnographic research, bo-
tanical histories, and lived 
experience to examine what 
it takes to remedy what ails 
us. Boke was involved in 
helping with the Benjamin 
Rush Medicinal Garden at 
the Mutter Museum in Phil-
adelphia. 
  For more information, 

please call 802-226-7807, 
or email margocaulfield@
icloud.com.

CHS invasive 
plant workshop

Japanse knotweed, a common invasive plant.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Your Home Loan Lender of Choice

WHERE
YOU
LIVE

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. ©2022 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649
Equal Housing Lender. PrimeLending VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964MB V010918.

Purchase Refinance Renovation

Victoria Blodgett
NMLS# 179656 | Senior Loan Officer

802-975-0350 vblodget@primelending.com

www.vbprimelending.com

126 Main St #1C
   Ludlow, VT 05149

2 Miles From Village
On 7+/- Acres!

Grafton, VT  $585,000

Great Opportunity!
2.8+/- Acres

Springfi eld, VT  $250,000

Luxury Living On The River!
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath

Springfi eld, VT  $469,000

Renovated Ranch
Energy Effi cient!

Springfi eld, VT  $229,500

Professional Real 
Estate Services

barrettandvalley.com

GRAFTON
802-843-2390

CHESTER
802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD
802-885-8282

TOWNSHEND 
802-365-4311

Tyleen Murray, Broker
REALTOR   

802.777.8047
Ty@KelleyRealEstate.com

®
Joe Karl
Realtor®
Joe@vtprop.com • www.vtprop.com
802.353.5454 Cell • 802.228-8877 Office
29 Locust Hill Road • Ludlow, VT 05149

THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.

Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-367-5252    802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

CHESTER APARTMENTS
CHESTER, VERMONT

Apartments Available:
One Bedroom HCP Accessible Unit

One Bedroom Upstairs Unit

This housing complex is designed for anyone 62 years 
of age or older or disabled of any age. 

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenant Use Only

Income Guidelines Do Apply

READSBORO APARTMENTS
430 Tunnel St., Readsboro, VT

Handicap Unit Available
One-Bedroom Unit Available

The Readsboro Apartments are designed for individuals 
62 years or older, handicapped/disabled of any age. 

Rent is based on 30% of your monthly-adjusted income. 
Monthly rent includes heat, electric, water, sewer, 
snow/trash removal, and maintenance. Off-street 

parking and on-site mail delivery are available.

Income Limits Apply
On the Moover bus route

Call or write for more information
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-362-4663  or  802-367-5251
Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

BUYING OR 
SELLING? 
MEET THE 
PROFESSIONALS

Kelley Real Estate
When it’s time to Buy or Sell...choose Kelley Real Estate

www.KelleyRealEstate.com
Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation

72-B Pond Street | Ludlow

802-228-5333
Don Eatmon Broker/Owner

WESTON – � ree 
Bedroom/3 Bath 
Country Home on 
7+/- Acres. Great Room 
with Fire View Stove, 
Sun Room and Sunny 
Deck. Detached Two-car 
Garage with Studio Unit 
with Kitchen and Bath. 
Call or Text Listing 
Agent Ty Murray at 802-
777-8047

MOUNT HOLLY – 
� ree Bedroom/3 Bath 
home with 25+/- acres. 
Basement Bonus Rooms 
with Kitchen and Bath. 
Front Porch, Back Deck 
with Hot Tub, Mature 
Perennial Gardens. Call 
or Text Listing Agent 
Alex Eatmon at 802-
345-7886

Working with Buyers and Sellers in 
Vermont. Let me put my years of Real 
Estate experience to work for you.

REGION – Being a first-
time homebuyer doesn’t 
have to be an overwhelming 
experience. “A lot of clients 
come in with all these as-
sumptions,” said Michael 
Douthwaite, a mortgage 
loan officer with Zillow 
Home Loans.
  “But it’s not that com-

plicated, especially if you 
have that educational mo-
ment on just what steps to 
expect.” Douthwaite advises 
buyers to ask a lot of ques-
tions, and not to hesitate to 
request more information if 
something isn’t clear.
  An important factor to 

keep in mind when pre-
paring to buy a home is 
that you cannot finance the 
down payment. Douthwaite 
explained, “Unless it’s com-
ing from a secured loan like 
a home equity loan, you 
can’t take out a loan for the 
down payment. You can’t 

use a credit card, or any-
thing like that.”
  The exception is borrow-

ing money from a 401(k), 
but Douthwaite warns that 
there are “lots of rules to 
follow, and consequences 
for tapping those funds…be 
sure to talk to a tax advisor.”
  Additionally, there are 

several types of low-inter-
est or forgivable loans and 
grants that are available for 
qualified first-time buyers.
  One of the biggest chal-

lenges when purchasing a 
new home can be saving 
enough for a down pay-
ment. Twenty percent of 
the purchase price has long 
been considered the average 
down payment, but accord-
ing to the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors (NAR), 
the median down payment 
among homebuyers in 2023 
was 15%. However, the 
lower the down payment, 

the higher the loan amount, 
meaning higher monthly 
payments, and more inter-
est paid over the course of 
the loan. 
  Douthwaite suggests 

buyers will want to get 
preapproved for a mort-
gage loan prior to starting 
their search. In competi-
tive markets, preapproval is 
especially important. “We 
recommend having a con-
versation with financing, 
either at or before the first 
viewing, or right after the 
first viewing,’’ noted Douth-
waite.
  Buyers can become dis-

couraged if they don’t find 
a home quickly, or if they 
miss out on a home they 
wanted, but Douthwaite 
wants to remind buyers that 
many lender preapprovals 
are good for 90 days. “You 
don’t have to reapply again 
during that period. If one 

home doesn’t work out, 
you have our blessings to 
hit the ground running 
for the next one.”
  Part of the financial 

review process is to cal-
culate an affordable 
monthly mortgage pay-
ment. Experts advise 
that a mortgage pay-
ment should be no more 
than one-third of your 
income. Utilizing online 
tools to estimate monthly 
costs or talking to a lend-
ing professional will help 
first-time buyers create 
a personalized budget. 
One such tool is Buy-
Ability, created by Zil-
low Home Loans to offer 
buyers an accurate, per-
sonalized estimate of the 
home price and monthly 
payments.

  Data provided by Zil-
low Group.

Knowledge and preparation are 
key for first-time homebuyers

REGION – Goodbye 
summer, and goodbye siz-
zling home prices. As the 
peak of summer home-
buying reaches its end, fall 
homebuyers could expect 
to see lower home prices 
as we settle into autumn. 
If you’ve been waiting to 
buy, now could be the 
time to act.
  A recent report from 

www.realtor.com found 
that, nationally, the best 
time to buy a home is dur-
ing the first few weeks of 
October. For the first time 
since 2020, the Federal 
Reserve lowered inter-
est rates by 0.50%, and 
mortgage rates may soon 
fall too. As mortgage rates 
trend down, we may see 
homebuyers who’ve been 
on the sidelines flooding 
the market. Not to men-
tion, homeowners who 
have been waiting to trade 

up jump into the buying 
game once rates get equal to 
or below what they are cur-
rently paying on interest.
  Another benefit of fall 

homebuying could be fall-
ing home prices. Homes that 
have been sitting on the mar-
ket all summer may experi-
ence price reductions in the 
fall. With winter creeping up, 
sellers are more motivated to 
negotiate if their home has 
been listed for a while.
  Ultimately, the most im-

portant thing that makes fall 
a good time to buy a home 
is if doing so works for your 
budget. Knowing your mort-
gage options early on can 
help you make a stronger 
offer when the time comes. 
Contact me today to discuss 
your needs.

  Written by Victoria 
Blodgett, Prime Lending, 
Ludlow, Vt.

Why it may be 
better to buy a 
home in the fall
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