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BY JOE MILLIKEN
The Shopper

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – 
Sandri Energy, based in 
Greenfield, Mass., is ready 
to build a new, $2 mil-
lion convenience store and 
Dunkin’ restaurant at Exit 
6 off I-91, in Rockingham, 
near where the existing Su-
noco Energy convenience 
store sits. 
  According to Erika 

Young, Sandri Energy vice 
president of store opera-
tions, the company is hop-
ing to start construction in 
late September. This will 
take approximately three 
months, and the existing 
store will remain open dur-
ing construction.

  The new store has already 
received approval from the 
Town of Rockingham, as 
well as the Vermont Agen-
cy of Transportation, and 
an Act 250 state land-use 
permit is currently in the 
works. The land being uti-
lized for the new store, res-
taurant, and drive-thru is 
an 11-acre lot on Route 103, 
next to the Exit 6 south-
bound onramp. It is also 
the same area where the 
current store stands.
  “We are closing out the 

Act 250 permitting process; 
given that we may run out of 
time with winter approach-
ing, the project will likely 
start in early spring 2025,” 
Young said in a recent in-
terview. “We will build the 

new store behind the cur-
rent location, to lessen the 
interruption in business. 
Once the new building is 
complete, which will take 
approximately three to four 
months, we will tear down 
the current building.”
  The new store and res-

taurant/drive-thru window 
will be constructed behind 
the current store and fur-
ther away from the road, 
and the existing gas pumps 
and canopy will remain in 
place, with new landscap-
ing surrounding the prop-
erty. The current store is 
2,300 square feet, while the 
size of the new store will in-
crease to some 4,300 square 
feet. Store parking will be 
on the footprint of the old 

store. 
  “The new store is going 

to be much bigger than the 
existing store, doubled in 
size,” Young said. “We will 
be adding diesel fuel at the 
pumps, as well as a much 
larger selection of bever-
ages, fresh and warm food 
offerings, and self-checkout 
for those who prefer that 
option. The new store will 

be much bigger, cleaner, 
and more modern.”
  The decision to either 

start construction at the 
end of September or wait 
until the spring to begin 
building should be made 
within the next week. Once 
that decision is made, bids 
will go out to choose a con-
tractor. Sandri Energy is 
investing an estimated $2 

million in the project, and 
the new store and restau-
rant will require a new wa-
ter and wastewater system.
  Sandri Energy also owns 

and operates similar conve-
nience stores in Williston 
and Greenfield, Mass. A 
decision is not being made 
at this time on whether the 
new store will apply for a li-
quor license.

New convenience store, Dunkin’ drive-thru 
coming to Rockingham

BY PAULA BENSON
The Shopper

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Kel-
ly Stettner, director of Black 
River Action Team (BRAT), 
attended Monday night’s 
Springfield Selectboard 
meeting, held on Sept. 9, at 
the Springfield Town Hall, 
beginning at 6 p.m., where 
town manager Jeff Mobus 
recognized the effort that 
Stettner and volunteer em-
ployees from Hypertherm 
in Springfield put forward 
for a day of cleanup along 
the Black River. 
  “The cleanup was a tre-

mendous success,” reported 
Mobus. “2.4 tons of mate-
rial and 125 tires [were] re-
moved from the river/river-
bank.”
  Stettner told the board 

this was part of the annual 
“source-to-sea cleanup” pro-
gram sponsored by the Con-
necticut River Conservancy.
  Selectboard Chair Kristi 

Morris asked Stettner to 
please talk “about some of 
the other things that BRAT 
does, such as the water qual-
ity testing.”
  “Sure,” began Stettner. Stat-

ing that she hadn’t prepared 
anything specific, Stettner 
took a moment to speak on 
the topic. She reported that 
BRAT monitors the water of 
the main river and its many 
tributaries on the watershed, 
which is about 202 square 
miles. Seven lakes and eight 
swimming holes are tested 
for bacteria, following the 
state’s program regarding 
monitoring and managing 
the ecology of the area.
  Mobus introduced Chris 

Rivet, project manager from 
the engineering consulting 
firm Dubois & King, and 
explained that the town had 
applied for several grants to 
replace the salt shed, a large 
structure built in the 1980s 
for use by the Springfield 
Town Highway Depart-
ment, and currently in a 
state of deterioration. The 
town received funding to 
conduct a scoping study 
coordinated by the Mount 
Ascutney Regional Com-

mission (MARC) and car-
ried out by Dubois & King 
to look at the issues, costs, 
and recommendations for 
repair or replacement.
  Several months ago, the 

board heard from the owner 
of two properties that were 
to be demolished under 
the town’s unsafe building 
ordinance, and granted an 
appeal based on meeting 
certain conditions. Per a 
memo from planning and 
zoning coordinator Chuck 
Wise, the owner of 52 Valley 
Street and 67 Furnace Street 
has not complied with the 
board’s requirements, and 
Wise recommended enforc-
ing the order of demolition. 
Wise’s memo stated Lewco 
LLC would be awarded the 
bid, and demolition would 
occur between November 
2024 and January 2025, with 
full restoration completed 
by April-May 2025.
  Vice Chair Michael Mar-

tin reviewed a proposal to 
designate the portion of 
Wall Street between Sum-
mer Street and Reed Street 
as one-way, as presented by 
the ordinance committee. 
After a brief discussion, the 
board moved to accept the 
amended ordinance and 
scheduled a public hearing 
for Oct. 14. At that time, 
Martin stated, the board 
could take action to approve 
the ordinance, which would 
go into effect 60 days after 
the public hearing, and the 
public will have 44 days to 
petition the board to rescind 

their decision. 
  Library director and 

Springfield resident Sue 
Dowdell asked the board, 
“Will there be a four-way 
stop sign at the intersec-
tion of Reed and Wall 
Street?” 
  Martin responded that 

the designation of traffic 
signs was within the pur-
view of the police chief, 
but said the board would 
forward her concern.
  Mobus presented the 

board with his proposed 
2025-2026 budget calen-
dar, and took a moment 
to invite any Springfield 
residents interested in 
the budget process to 
volunteer for the budget 
advisory committee. Ap-
plications can be found 
on the town website.
  The board considered 

four proposals for the 
Springfield North Gate-
way Riverwalk Project, 
prepared by Stantec 
Consulting Services. 
The presentation can be 
found within the meet-
ing packet on the town 
website. Mobus said the 
project was still “a few 
years down the road,” 
and the board decided 
to bring the engineer in 
again for further clarifi-
cation before taking ac-
tion.
  Adjourning to an ex-

ecutive session, Morris 
closed the selectboard 
meeting. The board will 
meet again on Sept. 23.

Springfield considers 
revitalization projects BY PAULA BENSON

The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
At the Tuesday, Sept. 10, 
meeting of the Bellows 
Falls Village Trustees, 
town manager Scott Pick-
up updated the board on 
two capital projects that 
are winding down. The 
Lula lift project for the 
fire department and the 
installation of new radios 
for the police department 
are nearing completion, 
and should be finalized 
this week.
  Pickup also announced 

the startup of fall leaf col-

lecting, reporting that resi-
dents can pick up the clear 
plastic bags at the town hall 
or the recycling center. The 
bags are typically collected 
curbside from residences 
on Mondays and Fridays.
  Regarding the intended 

renovation of 0 Bridge 
Street, one of the first of the 
mixed-use projects that was 
identified in the Area Wide 
Plan, Pickup told the trust-
ees that the town would 
be publishing a request for 
quotation, asking interested 
private-sector parties to re-
spond with proposals prior 
to the end of the year. The 
schedule factors in a period 

for questions and review, 
with the deadline of Dec. 20 
to receive all final propos-
als.
  Pickup mentioned that 

the employee pension plan 
had not been updated since 
2008, and told the board 
he was going to review the 
plan, make changes, then 
present it back to them later 
for approval. 
  The next meeting of 

trustees will be held on Oct. 
8, where the agenda will in-
clude a discussion of year-
end financials, Health Care 
and Rehabilitation Services 
(HCRS), and distribution of 
opioid settlement funds.

A quick meeting for the 
Bellows Falls Trustees

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
What does a chamber 
of commerce do for its 
community? The Spring-
field Town Library invites 
residents to an engaging 
and informative event, 
“Ask the Chamber,” on 
Wednesday, Sept. 25, at 
6 p.m. This deep dive 
into local business sup-
port will be held at the 
library, 43 Main Street in 
Springfield. Executive di-
rector Taylor Drinker and 
Chamber President Mike 
Schmitt will provide in-
sights into the Springfield 
Regional Chamber of 
Commerce’s pivotal role 
in supporting local busi-
nesses and community 
projects.

  Attendees will have the 
chance to explore the Cham-
ber’s various initiatives, and 
discover how these efforts 
are driving the growth and 
prosperity of Springfield. 
Drinker and Schmitt will 
share valuable information 
on the Chamber’s programs, 
and answer questions from 
the community, fostering 
a deeper understanding of 
how local businesses and 
residents can benefit from 
their work. 
  “Community Conversa-

tions give residents an op-
portunity to connect with 
government officials and 
leaders of our local orga-
nizations,” said library di-
rector Sue Dowdell. “We 
encourage everyone to ex-

ercise their right to know 
what is going on in town 
and, in this case, gain a 
clearer picture of how the 
chamber contributes to 
our town’s development. 
Whether you’re a local busi-
ness owner, a community 
member, or simply interest-
ed in learning more about 
the chamber’s impact, this 
event is designed to provide 
valuable insights and foster 
meaningful dialogue.”
  For more information 

about the “Ask the Cham-
ber” event, or to RSVP, 
please contact the Spring-
field Town Library at 802-
885-3108, email springfield-
library@hotmail.com, or 
visit www.springfieldtown-
library.org. 

“Ask the Chamber” at 
Springfield Library

The facade of the new Sandri store off Exit 6 in Rockingham.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 
Diesel technicians from 
Advantage Truck Group 
(ATG), including Adrian 
Emrick and Ryan Labbe, 
who work at the com-
pany’s Westminster loca-
tion, recently earned the 
Daimler Trucks North 
America (DTNA) Pro-
fessional certification for 
Freightliner and Western 
Star vehicles.
  The technicians earned 

the DTNA Professional 

certification by completing 
a series of web-based train-
ing modules and in-depth, 
instructor-led classes cover-
ing the various systems on a 
truck, including electronics, 
suspension, axles, brakes, 
clutches, electrical, and 
HVAC.
  “Achieving this certifica-

tion is an important mile-
stone that distinguishes a 
technician’s expertise, and 
ensures a high level of ser-
vice for our customers,” said 

ATG training director and 
certified dealer-trainer 
Rob Lynds, whose classes 
at the ATG training cen-
ter in Shrewsbury often 
include technicians from 
other dealer companies.
  Lynds, along with ATG 

network trainer Matthew 
McCuin, leads train-
ing for ATG technicians 
throughout the company’s 
locations in Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, 
and Vermont. 

Technicians earn Daimler Professional Certification

Diesel technicians Adrian Emrick and Ryan Labbe (second and 
third from right) from Advantage Truck Group in Westminster 
were among the fi ve ATG technicians who recently earned the 
Daimler Trucks North America Professional certifi cation.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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WE BUY AND SELL: Furniture, Home Decor, 
Collectibles, Rugs, Appliances, Electronics, & more!

FREE CURBSIDE DELIVERY for orders over $100
in the Spring� eld, Chester, Charlestown, Rockingham area

802-885-6464  ~  Like us on Facebook
Spring� eld Shopping Plaza

GREAT NORTHERN LIQUIDATION

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org 

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

280 River Street, Springfield280 River Street, Springfield
802-885-4963802-885-4963
802-885-6200802-885-6200

P&M Auto & Service

2017 Ford F150 Sport
Fully Loaded

2017 Ford Escape

2017 Jeep Grand Cherokee

Fully Loaded

Limited
Fully Loaded

2016 Jeep Cherokee

2018 Hyundai Tuscan

2015 Ford Edge SEL

Fully Loaded
V6

Fully Loaded

Fully Loaded

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit ApprovalBankruptcy • Bad Credit

First Time • Divorce

2018 Hyundai Tuscan

2017 Ford Escape

2017 Ford F150 Sport

2016 Jeep Cherokee

2017 Jeep Grand Cherokee

2015 Ford Edge SEL

General Contracting

 Construction 

Excavating

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT

www.barrsbuilders.com
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Your Water?
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Solving hard water, iron, blue 
staining, radon, and arsenic 

problems in the Windham and 
Windsor Counties since 1984

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Join community members 
at the Flat Iron Cooperative 
in Bellows Falls for an op-
portunity to engage with the 
state and local candidates. 
This event allows voters to 
ask questions and share their 
concerns in advance of the 
November general election. 
On Saturday, Sept. 21, at 
10:30 a.m., the Candidates at 
the Coffeehouse series will 
hold its third event at the 
Flat Iron, located at 51 The 
Square, Bellows Falls, Vt.
  Attendees will have the 

chance to meet with local 
and statewide legislators, 
including Vermont State 
Treasurer Mike Pieciak, 
State Sen. Nader Hashim, 

State Sen. Wendy Harrison, 
State Rep. Michelle Bos-Lun, 
and State Rep. Leslie Gold-
man. The Candidates at the 
Coffeehouse series provides 
a valuable opportunity for 
community members to 
converse with Vermont leg-
islators and elected statewide 
officials.
  Bos-Lun expressed, “The 

Candidates at the Cof-
feehouse Series connects 
residents of Windham 
County with both local rep-
resentatives and senators, 
and a number of individuals 
serving in statewide office.” 
  Larisa Demos, a co-own-

er of the Flat Iron, added, 
“Some of the seven co-op 
principles include educa-

tion, democracy, and 
concern for community. 
We are excited to host the 
Candidates at the Cof-
feehouse series to help 
educate our community 
about democracy, and en-
courage engagement with 
local and state officials in 
conversation.”
  Snacks will be provided, 

as well as materials about 
candidates and elected of-
ficials.
  For more information 

about this event or future 
Candidates at the Coffee-
house sessions, contact 
Bos-Lun at michellefor-
vt@gmail.com, or Gold-
man at lesliegforwind-
ham3@gmail.com. 

Candidates at the 
Coffeehouse 

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. –
Join with friends and 
neighbors partnering with 
Lean Left Vermont and 
the Center for Common 
Ground to get out the vote 
this November. On Satur-
day, Sept. 21, from 10 a.m. – 
12 p.m., at the Rockingham 
Library, we will gather to 
write postcards to voters in 
North Carolina, who are of-
ten overlooked by political 
campaigns. The postcard 
messaging is tailored to the 

communities, providing ac-
curate and critical informa-
tion, offering a bridge from 
nonvoter to empowered 
voter, because every voice 
deserves to be heard.
  In order to elect lead-

ers who will address these 
problems, advance democ-
racy, and put the nation’s 
welfare before self-interest, 
Lean Left has chosen to 
work on elections outside 
Vermont, where the need 
for voter protection and 
legislative change is the 
greatest. Lean Left partners 
with progressive grassroots 
organizations like the Cen-
ter for Common Ground, 
who are promoting mean-
ingful, sustained actions 

that focus on support-
ing and protecting the 
vote and building demo-
cratic power at the local, 
state, and federal levels. 
In 2024, Lean Left will 
be working in three key 
states: New Hampshire, 
North Carolina, and 
Pennsylvania.
  This postcard effort 

is part of Reclaim Our 
Vote. This event is free, 
and everyone is welcome. 
All materials needed will 
be provided. Donations 
to the organizers to help 
defray the cost of post-
cards and stamps will be 
welcome. For more in-
formation, contact Meg 
Lucas at 802-869-1236.

Getting out the vote 

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – On Saturday, Sept. 
28, at 2 p.m., the Rock-
ingham Library will 
host a discussion circle 
exploring the realities of 
life while incarcerated, 
the challenges of re-en-
tering society afterwards, 
and the meaningfulness 
of creating art during 

these life adjustments. Two 
women who work closely 
with incarcerated persons 
in Vermont, Heather New-
comb of Vermont Works 
for Women and Mel Daw-
son of Greater Falls Com-
munity Justice Center, will 
share their perspectives, 
and answer any questions. 
A number of formerly in-

carcerated persons might 
also join in. The public is 
invited to take part in this 
conversation. This event is 
free and open to the pub-
lic. For more information, 
email programming@rock-
inghamlibrary.org, call 802-
463-4270, or stop by the 
library at 65 Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls, Vt.

Discussion circle about 
incarceration

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
VINE Sanctuary, a 
Springfield-based animal 
sanctuary, has been se-
lected as a winner of the 
2024 Spirit of the ADA 
Award by the Governor’s 
Committee on the Em-
ployment of People with 
Disabilities (GCEPD). 
This esteemed award 
honors businesses that 
exemplify the values of 
the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) by 
promoting inclusive hir-
ing, training, and reten-
tion of people with dis-
abilities.
  VINE Sanctuary, nomi-

nated by Jennifer Stagg of 
the Vermont Association 
of Business, Industry, and 
Rehabilitation (VABIR), 
was recognized for its 
commitment to creating 
equal employment op-

portunities for individuals 
with disabilities. The Spirit 
of ADA Award is part of the 
GCEPD’s mission to foster 
partnerships between busi-
nesses, government, and 
people with disabilities, and 
to promote equal employ-
ment for all Vermont citi-
zens.
  “We are incredibly hon-

ored to receive this award,” 
said Cheryl Wyle of VINE 
Sanctuary. “At VINE, we 
are committed to creating 
a place that is a sanctuary 
to all individuals, including 
visitors, staff, and residents, 
and this recognition en-
courages us to continue our 
efforts.”
  The award will be official-

ly presented at a ceremony 
in October, in recognition 
of Disability Employment 
Awareness Month, a time 
dedicated to raising aware-

ness about disability em-
ployment issues and cele-
brating the many and varied 
contributions of workers 
with disabilities.
  VINE Sanctuary, locat-

ed in Springfield, Vt., is a 
farmed-animal sanctuary 
that works for social and 
environmental justice and 
animal liberation. The so-
lar-powered sanctuary, the 
first to rehabilitate roost-
ers used in cockfighting, is 
currently home to over 500 
residents. The founders of 
VINE Sanctuary first met 
while working on a cam-
paign to protect the housing 
rights of people with dis-
abilities, making this award 
especially meaningful to its 
mission and history.
  For more information 

about VINE Sanctuary, visit 
its website at www.vine-
sanctuary.org.

VINE receives Spirit of 
the ADA Award

ity, a Brattleboro, Vt., based 
business since 1995, is now 
offering dog agility classes 
in South Charlestown, N.H. 
  While many people’s first 

introduction to agility is of-
ten by watching high-level 
national events on TV, agil-
ity training has so much to 
offer people and their dogs 
aside from competition.
  It is one of the most en-

gaging and fun sports you 
and your dog can do to-
gether. It’s an excellent con-
fidence builder, is mentally 
and physically challenging, 
and can’t help but improve 
the bond between you and 
your dog. 
  While learning to do the 

agility obstacles, handlers 
will also work on their dog’s 
focus, responsiveness, and 
self-control – all good skills 
for agility and real life.
  Breeze Thru Agility 

classes are small, support-
ive, and fun. All training 
is done with positive re-
inforcement to create the 
best learning experience 
possible for both dog and 
human.
  For more information 

and details about upcom-
ing classes, email Breeze-
ThruAgility@gmail.com, 
or call 802-463-1084.
  You may also check out 

www.breezethruagil ity.
com, although specific in-
formation about the up-
coming New Hampshire 
classes is not yet available 
on the website.

Breeze Thru Agility offers 
dog agility classes

S. CHARLESTOWN, 
N.H. – Longtime dog 

agility instructor Elise Paf-
frath of Breeze Thru Agil-

“STORIES 
OF US”

$30
Call Ron to 

Arrange Shipping 
or Pickup

802-374-0119
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Member FINRA/SIPC
Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

802-228-5774
Member FINRA/SIPC

Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Getting a second opinion on your 
financial future may:

• Lower your investment fees
• Improve your performance
• Help you understand your investments and risk
• Make sure you don’t outlive your money

Call us today to set up a no risk private consultation.
Isn’t your peace of mind worth the time?

By e�  ciently harnessing 
renewable wood energy, 

a Central Boiler can 
substantially reduce, or 
completely replace the 

need for expensive fossil 
fuel heating sources 

like electric, propane, 
and oil. This translates 

into SIGNIFICANT 
LONG-TERM SAVINGS, 

making it a cost-
e� ective investment for 

homeowners. 

New England Outdoor Furnaces
877 John Stark Highway

Newport, NH 03773

603-863-8818

Scan the QR Code and 
Like us on Facebook!

newenglandoutdoorfurnaces.com

SAVE UP TO $3,400 
with our 

Fa�  Promotion! 
Call us for more details!

Under New Ownership!Call Ron Patch at 802-374-0119

• Antiques
• Early Photographs
• Military: Helmets, 
  Flags, Uniforms, 
  Weapons, Daggers 
  and Bayonets

• Antique Clocks & 
  Clock Parts

• Guns
• Coins
• & More!

Buying:

802-875-3295
framery@vermontel.net

197 Elm Street, Chester, VT 05143

Open Saturday During the 
Chester Festival, from 10am – 3pm

THE WILLIAMS RIVER GALLERY 
offers a variety of fine art to satisfy both 
the novice and experienced collector. The 
gallery focuses mainly on twentieth century 
American art and artists, specializing in 
the artwork of Andrew Wyeth, Eric Sloane, 
Frank McCarthy, Luigi Lucioni, James King 
Bonnar, and Asa Cheffetz.  

20% OFF FRAMED ARTWORK
Offer expires 10/05/24

REDEFINING THE 
AUTOMOTIVE 

REPAIR EXPERIENCE

802-875-8103
3441 VT Route 10
Chester, VT 05143
jenni@route103auto.com

TOUCH A TRUCK
FAMILY DAY!FAMILY DAY!

September 21September 21
NORTHSHIRE CIVIC CENTER, MANCHESTER VT    11AM-3PM

Not your typical “car show”. Children & adults get a 
hands-on experience with vehicles of all shapes and sizes.

Entry by donation - Proceeds benefit Bennington County VFW

Interested in bringing a vehicle or being a vendor?
trucks@cotaoil.com     (802) 362-1941    www.cotaoil.com

VEHICLES ◆ FOOD
VENDORS ◆ DEMONSTRATIONS

BY RON PATCH
802-374-0119

ronpatch27@gmail.com

  The Chester Festival on 
the Green is celebrating its 
50th year this Sept. 21 and 
22. I got to thinking about 
it in years past. I always 
knew it as, “The Sale on the 
Green.” 
  Over its half-century, it 

has been run by different 
organizations, and under 
different names. It has al-
ways been a great get-to-
gether. I always manage to 
wander down.
  A number of years ago, 

Theresa Johnson donated to 
the Chester Historical So-

ciety her collection of The 
Message newspapers. The-
resa and Wes ran The Mes-
sage for years. These news-
papers are boxed by year, 
beginning in 1982.
  I met Carla Westine at 

the historical society this 
past week to search the pa-
pers for relevant history. 
Carla took the 1982 box of 
The Message, I took 1983. 
We sat apart, reading out 
loud, when we found men-
tion of the “The Sale on the 
Green,” or maybe an ad, or 
news event that piqued our 
interest. Year by year, Carla 
and I searched these news-
papers. It was fun. It is from 
these newspapers I can give 

you some history of changes 
made over the years.

Our findings
  In the June 1982 edition 

of The Message is a press 
release that reads in part, 
“The Summer Sale on the 
Green is a recent sibling of 
Chester Chamber’s Autumn 
Sale on the Green.” 
  In the same edition was an 

ad for the July 4 Sale on the 
Green. I remember when 
vendors included antiques 
dealers. There was some 
opposition about allowing 
antiques dealers, some said 
they didn’t want it to turn 
into a flea market.
  The Message in Septem-

ber 1982 offers more in-

formation: “The Chester 
Chamber of Commerce has 
officially designated Satur-
day October 2 as the date 
for the Annual Sale on the 
Green.” They boasted 30 ex-
hibitors.
  The Sept. 30, 1986, edi-

tion of The Message has a 
press release for the Oc-
tober event: “Chester Cel-
ebrates Fall with The Sale 
on the Green…The Sale on 
the Green has become one 
of the area’s largest and best 
attended celebrations of the 
foliage season.” They boast-
ed 55 vendors.
  By October 1989, The Sale 

on the Green had grown to 
the point where more space 
was needed. They thought 
the answer was expanding 
to Memorial Field off Co-
bleigh Street. It was billed 
as, “The Sale on the Bigger 
Green,” I remember a few 
antiques dealers set up on 
Memorial Field. This field 
did not work out well. Not 
many shoppers ventured 
out back. They soon gave up 
this location. They boasted 
100 exhibitors.
  By 1991, it was billed as 

“Chester Chamber of Com-
merce Annual Foliage Fair 
(Formerly The Sale on the 
Bigger Green...).”
  By 1992, another name 

change came. A full-page 
ad headline read, “Chester’s 
Fall Foliage Fair.”
  At some point, the Ches-

ter Chamber of Commerce 
gave the venue up. That’s 
when Okemo Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce took it 
over. It continued under 
their direction, until it was 
taken over by Chester Rota-
ry. In 2020, Chester Rotary 
turned the reins over to the 
current group.
  Today it is called “Ches-

ter Festival on the Green.” 
A committee was formed 
made up of five volunteers. 
The committee is known 
as Chester Community 
Events. There are five mem-
bers: Scott Blair, Lee Whit-
ing, Shannon Parker, Ruth-
ann Batchelder, and Julie 
Hance.
  This year there are two 

street dances, one in front 
of the Fullerton, the other in 
front of Free Range. In old-
er ads I found 
mention of Ali 
Lubin playing 
and singing on 
the porch of the 
Chester Inn, 
and cloggers in 
the street. I re-
member these 
dances. This 
year, cloggers 
are back. 
  They have 

many food 
vendors, so 
you won’t die 
of starvation. 

The historical society lawn 
is for nonprofit organiza-
tions. Behind the historical 
society will be The Vermont 
Culture Area, where artists 
and professionals will offer 
demonstrations, how they 
do what they do. By the way, 
Chester Historical Society 
will be open both days.
  This year there are over 

85 vendors. Maybe I’ll see 
you there.

  This week’s old saying is 
a joke I heard years ago. A 
fellow from the city coun-
terfeited 18-dollar bills, 
thinking he could pass them 
in Vermont. He stopped at 
a general store and asked, 
“Can you break an 18-dol-
lar bill for me?” “Sure. Do 
you want three sixes or two 
nines?”

“The Sale on the Green”

1985 “Smiles of Sunshine at the Sale on the Green.”
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1992 full page ad for “Chester’s Fall Foliage Fair.”
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Tractor on last year’s display.
PHOTO BY OTIS NELSON

Face painting is always a great attraction for the kids.
PHOTO BY OTIS NELSON

Don’t miss this year’s 50th annual Chester 
Festival on the Green.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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At Brattleboro Hearing Center your  
hearing healthcare is our top priority.

Our Doctors of Audiology keep up with the
latest technology and our research-driven

practices provide the best possible outcomes
in the treatment of hearing loss. We’re proud

to offer personalized, patient-centered care.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Brattleboro, VT • 802-254-3922

Swanzey, NH • 603-354-3325
Greenfield, MA • 413-773-5119

www.BrattleboroHearing.com

Matilda and 
Three Bears

Antiques & Gifts

26 The Common
Chester, VT

802-875-6041

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

THE TWIN STATES’ 
JEEP WRANGLER HEADQUARTERS

5 River Road, Claremont, NH
www.cdjrofclaremont.com 603-543-0188

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS!

FARM • GARDEN • HOMESTEAD • PET
54 Grain Store Rd. • Chester, VT

802-875-2333 • info@erskinesgrain.com

Fay’s Wrecker 
& Repair

24 hr. Towing & 
Recovery

12 Lacross Rd.
Springfield, VT

802-885-4009

102 The Common
Chester, Vermont

fischer-arts.com

Fischer Arts
A R T  A N D  H A N D C R A F T E D  G I F T S
I N S P I R E D  B Y  N A T U R E

J o i n  u s  a t  T h e  C h e s t e r  F e s t i v a l  
S e p t  2 1 - 2 2

S t o p  b y  a n d  b r o w s e  o u r  n e w
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b o o k s  a n d  g i f t s  
- a n d  e n j o y  a  c h i l d r e n ’ s
“ N a t u r e  S c a v e n g e r  H u n t ”

P r i z e s  a n d  f u n  f o r  a l l !  

Ford of Claremont
FordOfClaremont.com    603-542-9800

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS

NOBODY HAS MORE INVENTORY!

802-228-5774

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S
Providing discreet financial advice to our community for over 20 years

Member FINRA/SIPC
Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Shop at your 
Local Hardware Store!

Hardware - Lumber - Kitchen - More

(802) 228-4665

182 Pleasant St.
Ludlow, VT 05149

Open Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat 7-3

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily
802-952-9570
In Chester, take Route 11 
East for 1/2 Mile. Take 
Right onto Green Mtn. 
Turnpike. We’re the first 
house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup
Member VMSMA

SARAH E. VAIL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

136 Main Street, P.O. BOx 4
CheSter, VerMOnt 05143
telePhOne: 802.875.3434
Fax: 802.875.3405
eMail: SVail@VerMOntel.net

Southern Vermont’s 
Largest Antique 

Center
20,000 sq. ft. 

showcasing antiques, 
quality collectibles, 

furniture, jewelry, folk 
art, primitives and home 

decorating accents. Dealers 
welcome. Be a part of 

the most active center in 
Southern Vermont. 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 
21, 9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 22, 
9 A.M. – 4 P.M.
Along The Common in 

Chester, Vt.

  50th anniversary dis-
play – Historical informa-
tion about the Chester Fes-
tival will be on display at 
a 50th anniversary booth, 
and inside the Chester His-
torical Society, which is 
open to the public during 

event hours.
Artisan booths – More 

than 95 artisans and 100% 
handmade products, in-
cluding pottery, fiber art, 
fine woodwork, glass, jew-
elry, photography, and 
more.

Maker’s space – Festival-
goers are invited to watch 
and learn about every-
thing from glass blowing 
and ceramics, to chainsaw 
carving, and new this year, 
maple syrup boiling.

Vermont Culture Cor-

ner – Street performers, 
historical tours, sheep 
herding, games, and other 
fall fun. Also featuring face 
painting for kids by Oh 
Hello Face Painting, and 
a live radio broadcast by 
WOOL FM.

A la carte refreshments –
Sample the local flavor with 
apple crisp, donuts, ice 
cream, fresh-squeezed lem-
onade, and more from over 
15 food vendors.

Live music – Local artists 
will play live on the Ches-
ter Fall Festival Stage both 
days. See the full lineup 
below:
Saturday, Sept. 21:
10 a.m. – Dustin Marshall
12:15 p.m. – Adam Mc-

Mahon

2:30 p.m. – Red River 
North
Sunday, Sept. 22:
10 a.m. – Sammy Blanch-

ette
12:15 p.m. – Lonnie 

Griffiths
2:30 p.m. – Maven Jamz

  Thanks to local spon-
sors Engel & Volkers, Alva 
Waste, Southern Pie Com-
pany, and Down to the 
Roots.

  More information at 
www.chesterfestival.org 

or scan 
the QR 
Code 
here.

50th annual 
Chester Festival 

on The Green 
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Scott B. Hinds, 1949-2024

Andon C. Wilson, 
1952-2024

William D. Hodgson Sr., 
1944-2024 

Gary and Karen Balch 
graveside service

OBITUARIES: 
A basic 200-word obituary is $75, and $0.50 per word 

thereafter. A black and white photo is an additional 
$10. Email to editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday 
at 12 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES: 
We run Church Services on an alternating schedule. 

Subject to space. All services are posted online at www.
VermontJournal.com.
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obituariesCHURCH SERVICES

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your 
piece of Vermont 

to fit your Dreams!

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

15 Barker St.
Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479
Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

JAMAICA, Vt. – Ronald 
Alan Ameden, 66, of Ja-
maica, Vt., died peacefully 
on Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, 
with his wife by his side, fol-
lowing a brief illness. Ron’s 
death, like all his life, was 
“on his own terms.”
  Ron was born Jan. 19, 

1958, in Townshend, Vt., 
to Alwin and Joyce (Slade) 
Ameden. He attended the 
Winhall Elementary School, 
and graduated from Leland 
& Gray Middle and High 
School in 1976. He owned 
and operated a property 
management company in 
the Winhall/Stratton area 
for many years.
  He married Debra D. 

Nadeau on July 16, 2024, but 
they spent the last 12 years 
building a life and home to-
gether in Cavendish, Vt.
  Ron was an avid hunter, 

and always looked forward 
to the “first weekend in 
hunting camp.” He was also 
a firearms enthusiast, and 
enjoyed sharing his knowl-
edge of firearms with oth-
ers. Ron enjoyed his weekly 
bowling nights with his 
team, and took much plea-
sure in riding his Harley and 
spending time RVing with 
friends. He was a member 
of the Rutland Elks Lodge 
#345. Although Ron had 
no children of his own, he 
thoroughly enjoyed spend-
ing time with his nieces and 
nephews.  
  Survivors include his wife, 

stepdaughters Kaylee (Rog-
er) Purdy of Rutland, Vt., 
Kristie (Jason) McGraw of 
North Carolina, and Melissa 
(John) Colvin of Proctor, 
Vt.; a sister-in law Brenda of 
Cavendish; a brother Ran-
dy (Teresa) Ameden; and 

his sisters Nancy (Robert) 
Oakes and Robin Ameden, 
all of Bondville, Vt. He is 
survived by nieces Amanda 
(Nick) Bergeron of North 
Stratford, N.H., Angela 
(Jared) Ryan of Poultney, 
Vt., and Andrea (Nate) 
Ameden of Bondville, Vt.; 
and nephews Tim (Eliza-
beth) Oakes of Bondville, 
Vt., Jared Ameden of Bond-
ville, Vt., and Riley Kenney 
of Chester, Vt. In addition, 
he is also survived by nu-
merous great-nieces and 
great-nephews, and step-
grandchildren. He was pre-
deceased by both parents.
  As per Ron’s wishes, there 

will be no services, but a 
Celebration of Life will be 
held on Sunday, Oct. 13, at 
2 p.m., at 2184 East Road in 
Cavendish, Vt. Charitable 
donations may be made in 
Ron’s name to Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children, Attn: 
Office of Development, 
2900 N. Rocky Point Drive, 
Tampa, FL 33607; or The 
Dorset Equine Rescue, P.O. 
Box 92, East Dorset, VT 
05253.
  Arrangements are under 

the direction of Clifford Fu-
neral Home.

Ronald Ameden, 1958-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

C H A R L E S T O W N , 
N.H. – Robert “Chicky” 
Blish Sr. of Sunrise Village 
passed away Sunday, Sept. 8, 
2024. He was born on Sept. 
13, 1953, to Margaret (Al-
len) and George Blish Jr. He 
is survived by his children 
Robert Blish Jr. and part-
ner, Angela Bly Scanlon and 
family, Samantha Blish and 
her partner, and Michael 
Fowler and family; Wend; 
Macia; his brother William 
Blish (Diane); his sister Sha-
ron Lambert (Roland); his 
former wife Gail Matthews; 
and stepchildren Amy 
Brown and family, Adam 
Hooper and family, and Ni-
cole Hooper and family. He 
had many grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, nieces, 
and nephews who adored 
him. He was predeceased 
by his parents, sister Joyce 
Mason, and brother-in-law 
Jim.
  Bob was currently work-

ing at the Charlestown 
Transfer Station. He also 
worked as a mechanic at 
many local shops, and also 
as an attendant at Blish 
Trucking. He had wander-
ing feet, and loved to travel, 
go to the races, and later 

in life fishing, especially at 
Lake Warren with his friend 
Brian. There will be a Cele-
bration of Bob’s Life on Sept. 
21, at 1 p.m., at 52 Bowker 
Street in Claremont. 
  Please wear a pocket T-

shirt in honor of him. Be 
Ready to laugh and have a 
good time, as he wanted it.
  “I’m not here for a long 

time. I’m here for a good 
time.”
  Arrangements are with 

Stringer Funeral Homes 
and Crematorium, 146 
Broad Street, Claremont, 
N.H. To view an online 
memorial or send a private 
message of condolence, visit 
www.stringerfh.com.

Robert Blish, 1953-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – A graveside service for Gary and 
Karen Balch will be held Oct. 12, at 11 a.m., at the Oakland 
Cemetery in Springfield, Vt., followed by a reception at the 
Crown Point Pub, 155 Gold Club Road, Springfield.

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
William D. Hodgson Sr., 80, 
died Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, 
at Cedar Hill Nursing Home 
in Windsor, Vt.
  William was born on Dec. 

7, 1944, in Taunton, Mass., 
the son of George and Lil-
lian (Wilkinson) Hodgson. 
He grew up in Taunton and 
attended Taunton Public 
Schools. In 1961, he joined 
the Navy. A Vietnam vet-
eran, William was a cook, 
and was stationed through-
out the United States and 
traveled the world for 23 
years, until retiring in 1984 
as a chief in the Submarine 
Service of the U.S. Navy. He 
was married to Shirley Gou-
veia in 1967, in Taunton, 
Mass., where they started a 
family together. They would 
later divorce, and he would 
make his home in Hubbard-
ton, Vt., where his son and 
daughter have many fond 
memories of summers spent 
together. He later moved 
to West Rutland, and then 
Ludlow, where he met his 
future wife, Mary Michalke, 
at the Ludlow school where 
he worked in the kitchen, 
and she taught. They mar-
ried in 2003, and made their 
home in North Springfield, 
where they lived together 
until Mary’s death in 2013.
  William was a former 

member of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars. He loved to 
go fishing with his family 
and friends, always search-
ing for that perfect bass. He 
would make regular trips to 
Lake Champlain with his 
good friend John Mont-
gomery.
  William is preceded in 

death by his two brothers 
George Hodgson Jr. and 
Ralph Hodgson; and three 
sisters Carol Clark, Vir-
ginia Farrah, and Marjorie 
Baertschi. He is survived 
by a son William D. “Bill” 
Hodgson Jr. and his wife 
Anielia of Taunton, Mass.; 
a daughter Victoria War-
ner and her husband Wade 
of Uxbridge, Mass.; a step-
son Mike Michalke and his 
wife Jennifer of Ludlow, 
Vt.; several grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren; 
his sisters Marilyn Travers 
of Dennis, Mass., and Ruth 
Beauvais of Taunton, Mass.; 
along with loving friend 
Carol Hastings of Vermont.
  A memorial service with 

military honors was held 
Friday, Sept. 13, at 3 p.m., 
at the Knight Funeral Home 
in Windsor, Vt. A Celebra-
tion of Life will be held at a 
later date. Condolences may 
be expressed in an online 
guestbook at www.knight-
funeralhomes.com.
  In lieu of flowers, expres-

sions of sympathy can be 
made in William’s honor to 
the Alzheimer’s Association, 
act.alz.org.

William Hodgson Sr., 1944-
2024.

PHOTO PROVIDED

BRISTOL, Vt. – Andon 
Charles “Sandy” Wilson, 
born Feb. 27, 1952, in 
Leicester, Vt., lost his battle 
with heart failure Aug. 3, 
2024, at Beth Israel Dea-
coness Medical Center in 
Boston, Mass. Sandy will be 
cremated and placed at his 
family plot in Bristol, Vt.
  A memorial service will 

be held Oct. 5, at 10 a.m., 
at the Baptist Church, 2258 
Main Street, Cavendish, Vt.
  Andon served in the 

Navy from April 10, 1969, 
to Feb. 12, 1970, when he 
was honorably discharged 
from the service. He was 
a lifetime member of the 
Veterans of Foreign wars 
Post 7823. He was a mem-
ber of the American Legion 
for 55 years, mostly at the 
local Ludlow Post 36, and 
enjoyed serving his com-
munity through his mem-
bership. He also served the 
community of Bristol, Vt., 
as a volunteer firefighter, 
and obtained his license 
as a propane gas installer, 
and worked for his uncle 
delivering oil. He enjoyed 
travelling to Virginia 

Beach, taking his daughter 
to amusement parks and 
beaches, and attending her 
school events. Sandy fond-
ly remembered his sum-
mers camping out near Red 
Bridge, and enjoyed the 
company at the lakeside. 
Sandy also enjoyed his time 
in Virginia Beach.
  Andon was survived by 

his daughter Donnia Bla-
grove. He was predeceased 
by his parents Donald Ed-
ward Wilson and Anne 
“Lovell” Wilson, and his 
wife Donna Angella “Ellis” 
Wilson, whom he married 
April 8, 2008. She tragically 
passed away May 28, 2009, 
of cancer.

Andon Wilson, 1952-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
Rockingham Meeting House, 11 Meeting House Rd.
The United Church in Bellows Falls and the First 
Congregational Church of Westminster will hold a 
combined service on Sunday, Sept. 22, at 10 a.m., at the 
historic Rockingham Meeting House in Rockingham. A 
time of fellowship will follow. Both pastors, Rich ODonnell 
and Matt Rogalski, will be offi ciating. All faiths are very 
welcome to this service.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H.
Charlestown Seventh-day Adventist Church, 242 
Main St.
Saturday Services include Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. and 
Worship Service at 11:15 a.m. and a healthy lunch for all 
after the service. All are welcome, call 603-276-2383 for 
more information.

CHESTER, VT. 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 313 Main St.
Services are on Wednesdays at 5:30-6 p.m. and on 
Sundays at 10 a.m., both in person and by Zoom, 
followed by coffee hour. All are welcome. Handicapped 
accessible. For a link to the Zoom service or more 
information about services and events, please visit www.
stlukesepiscopalvt.org.

LONDONDERRY, VT. 
Second Congregational Church of Londonderry, 
2051 N. Main St.
Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. in person or online. Fill 
out a form at www.2ndcongregationalchurchvt.org to be 
sent a link to the live stream.

LUDLOW, VT.
Annunciation Catholic Church, Corner of Depot and 
High St. 
Masses are celebrated on Saturday at 4:30 p.m. and on 
Sunday at 9 a.m. For further information, see our website at 
churchoftheannunciation.org, or call us at 802-228-3451.

WALPOLE, N.H.
Walpole Unitarian Church, Union and Main St.
Sunday Service begins at 10 a.m. Services are also 
available via Zoom. For links and updates, go to www.
walpoleunitarianchurch.org

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –
Scott Bradford Hinds, 74, 
formerly of Springfield, Vt., 
and, since May of 2023, a 
resident at the Gill Odd 
Fellows Home in Ludlow, 
Vt., passed away at the Gill 
Home on Sept. 11, 2024, a 
few weeks shy of his 75th 
birthday, with his sister 
by his side, of a sudden 
medical event related to 
multiple declining health 
issues. Scott was born 
Oct. 19, 1949, in Spring-
field, Vt., to John F. Hinds 
and Eileen M. (Simonds) 
Hinds. Throughout his life 
he also lived in Burlington, 
Vt.; Chicago, Ill.; Hanover, 
Mass.; North Kingstown, 
R.I.; Newfane, Vt.; and, 
while under Developmen-
tal Services with shared 
living providers, in Bellows 
Falls, Vt., and Bethel, Vt.
  Scott attended special ed-

ucation at Brookside School 
in Springfield, Vt. After 
completion of the required 
curriculum, he went to the 
Vocational Occupational 
Training Center in Proc-
torsville, Vt. He worked 
briefly at the Brattleboro 
Retreat in Brattleboro, Vt., 
and in 1970 went to work 
at The Old Newfane Inn in 
Newfane, Vt. He worked at 
The Old Newfane Inn for 
41 years, until 2011, when 

the inn closed. At this point 
he retired.
  Scott is survived by his 

sister and brother-in-law, 
Sherry and Ralph Goings 
of Perkinsville, Vt., as well 
as Ralph’s extended fam-
ily. Also an uncle, Steve 
Simonds, of Maine; Jacque-
line Rousseau of Bethel, Vt., 
special friend and previous 
home provider; and many 
cousins located through-
out the country. He is pre-
deceased by his parents, 
his sister Kathleen “Kate” 
Hinds, his grandparents, as 
well as several uncles and 
aunts.
  The family wishes to ex-

tend a very heartfelt thank 
you for their loving care 
and support to all employ-
ees at the Gill Home. They 
were right beside him and 
his sister during the last few 
days of his life. Thanks also 
to Developmental Services 
at HCRS during his time 
there receiving services.
  There will not be ser-

vices, and a private burial 
will take place at the family 
plot at a later date. In lieu of 
flowers, please make dona-
tions to a charity of your 
choice.
  Arrangements are being 

assisted by the Davis Me-
morial Chapel in Spring-
field, Vt.
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BELLOWS FALLS VILLAGE CORPORATION
PUBLIC NOTICE

WATER MAIN FLUSHING

THE BELLOWS FALLS VILLAGE CORPORATION WATER 
SYSTEM WILL BE FLUSHED WEEKDAYS FROM 9:00 

A.M. – 3:00 P.M. BEGINNING Tuesday, October 1, 2024 AND 
CONTINUING THROUGH Thursday October 31, 2024.

SOME AREAS MAY EXPERIENCE ROILY WATER BUT 
THIS CONDITION SHOULD CORRECT ITSELF IN A 

SHORT TIME.

IF YOU HAVE PROBLEMS, PLEASE CALL THE BELLOWS 
FALLS WATER DEPT.  AT 802-463-1232.  THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR COOPERATION.
Travis Kemp
Chief Operator
Bellows Falls Water Dept.

Hiring Announcement from 
the Bennington-Rutland 
Supervisory Union 
Bus Driver

Bennington-Rutland Supervisory Union (BRSU) is a public 
school system located in southwestern Vermont.  We are in 
search of Bus Drivers at Flood Brook School in Londonderry, 
VT.  The Bus Driver will have the responsibility of a designated 
bus route in the morning and afternoon of school days with the 
possibility of additional driving throughout the day.  Responsi-
bilities include transporting students to and from school, main-
taining a clean and mechanically sound bus at all times, obeying 
all traffic laws, performing pre/post trip inspections of the bus, 
and ensuring the safety of students at all times.  

Compensation starts at $22.00 per hour (with the potential for 
more, depending upon years of experience) with benefits.  This 
position reports to the Director of Transportation.  

We encourage all interested candidates to apply, as we are more 
than willing to train the right person. For more details about the 
role and to apply, please visit www.SchoolSpring.com and enter 
Job ID 4740052.

BRSU is a Professional Learning Community which demon-
strates best practice in teaching and is committed to high levels 
of achievement and success for all students. We offer a cohesive 
and collaborative work environment. We have excellent benefits 
and take pride in our inviting work culture filled with dedicated 

professionals.  BRSU is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF CHESTER
NOTICE OF HEARING 

FOR SUBDIVISION PERMIT

Paul Hamilton has applied for a Subdivision Permit for a 
property located at 616 Mattson Road in the Town of Ches-
ter. The proposed minor subdivision will divide an existing 
parcel of 22.50 acres into two lots of 3.24 and 19.26 acres.

The Town of Chester Development Review Board will 
conduct a site visit at 5:00 PM on Monday, October 7, 
2024, at 616 Mattson Road and will hold a hearing on this 
application at 6:00 PM on Monday, October 7, 2024, at the 
Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester. A copy of 
the application and additional information may be obtained 
from the Zoning Administrator. Participation in this hearing 
in person, via videoconference, or in writing is a prerequisite 
to the right to take any subsequent appeal.

A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom videoconfer-
ence may be found on the Town of Chester website home 
page at www.chestervt.gov. 

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 12th day of September 2024.

Preston Bristow
Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
zoning@chestervt.gov 

TOWN OF CHESTER
NOTICE OF HEARING 

FOR SUBDIVISION PERMIT
Richard Whitham has applied for a Subdivision Permit 
for a property located at the end of Putnam Hill Road in 
the Town of Chester. The proposed major subdivision will 
divide an existing parcel of 7.00 acres into six approximately 
1-acre lots and a proposed road.
 
The Town of Chester Development Review Board will con-
duct a site visit at 5:30 PM on Monday, October 7, 2024, at 
the end of Putnam Hill Road and will hold a hearing on this 
application at 6:00 PM on Monday, October 7, 2024, at the 
Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester. A copy of 
the application and additional information may be obtained 
from the Zoning Administrator. Participation in this hearing 
in person, via videoconference, or in writing is a prerequisite 
to the right to take any subsequent appeal.
 
A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom videoconfer-
ence may be found on the Town of Chester website home 
page at www.chestervt.gov.
 
Dated at Chester, Vermont this 12th day of September 2024.
 
Preston Bristow
Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
zoning@chestervt.gov

Town of Plymouth, Vermont
Highway Department Position Available

The Town of Plymouth has an opening for a Town employee 
in its Highway Department. This is a full-time, year-round 
position. Duties will include snow plowing, sanding and 
salting roads, road construction, maintenance and other re-
lated duties. Applicant must hold a valid VT CDL and have 
experience operating a dump truck with a plow and sander.

Competitive salary as well as a great Municipal Benefit 
Package to include health & dental insurance, retirement 
plan, paid holidays, and paid vacation. Overtime is required 
in the winter for storm events and compensation is 1.5 
times the hourly rate.

Please submit a completed application to the Plymouth 
Town Clerk’s Office at 68 Town Office Road, Plymouth, 
Vermont 05056 or email clerk@plymouthvt.org. Applica-
tions will be accepted until the position is filled. The Town 
of Plymouth is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF PLYMOUTH

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The Town of Plymouth is seeking qualified contractors to 
demolish and stabilize a residential property located at 4283 
Route 100 that has been acquired through the FEMA Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program. We are inviting you to submit a 
proposal for this project.

The scope of work includes the complete demolition of 
residential structures, site stabilization, and compliance with 
all applicable environmental regulations.

Please find the detailed RFP outlining the project require-
ments, submission instructions, and evaluation criteria on 
our website at www.plymouthvt.org or call 802-500-1815 
ext. 1

Please send bid proposals to clerk@plymouthvt.org or mail 
to Town of Plymouth, 68 Town Office Road, Plymouth, Ver-
mont 05056, Reference 4283 Route 100 no later than 2 P.M. 
on Thursday, October 3, 2024 and bid selection will happen 
on October 7, 2024 at the regular Select Board meeting.

Town of Springfield 
Notice

The Springfield Cemetery Commissioners will be cleaning 
stones in the Summer Hill Cemetery on Saturday, Septem-
ber 28th from 8:00 a.m. to noon.  The public is welcome and 
encouraged to participate and help clean stones. Contact 
Town Clerk’s office at 802-885-2104 for information.

Town of Springfield- Selectboard
Notice of Public Hearing 

Proposed Ordinance Change
Designate a portion of Wall Street as One-Way 

and correct existing ordinance

The Town of Springfield will hold a Public Hearing at 
6:00PM on Monday, October 14, 2024 for the purpose of 
receiving public input concerning the Proposed Ordinance 
Change to designate a portion of Wall Street as one-way 
traffic and correct errors and omissions in the existing ordi-
nance.  This will be a hybrid meeting.  The Public Hearing 
will be held at 96 Main Street, Springfield, Vermont.  It will 
also be possible to attend via Zoom.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85120846397
Meeting ID: 851 2084 6397

Kristi C. Morris, Chair
Springfield Selectboard

TOWN OF WESTON
ROAD CREW MEMBER

The Town of Weston seeks to add full-time, year-round 
member to our Road Crew. We take pride in maintaining the 
Town’s equipment, roads, and facilities and creating improve-
ments where we can, the successful applicant will be team 
players willing to do their best and learn along the way. 

Candidates are required to hold a VT Driver’s License, have 
a High School diploma or equivalent and a valid CDL Class 
B Driver’s License, successfully pass a background check, and 
participate in drug testing.

This position has benefits, including health care, and a retire-
ment package. The position is eligible for overtime. 
Mail or return your resume to: Town of Weston PO Box 
98 Weston VT 05161 or drop off at the Town Office.  You 
can also email the application to selectboard@westonvt.org  
Applications will be reviewed as received with the position 
open until filled. The Town of Weston is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

TOWN OF WINDHAM VERMONT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Windham Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a 
public hearing at the Meeting House (26 Harrington Rd) at 
6:00 PM on Wednesday, October 2, 2024 for the purpose of 
hearing a request from George Wichelns to remove a wood 
shed located at 24 Chase Road in the South Windham His-
toric District and rebuild a structure in the same location.

Those interested in submitting written comments or attend-
ing the hearing remotely should contact Vance Bell, co-chair 
of the ZBA, at vancebellphotography@gmail.com.

The application for this project is available for review at the 
Windham Town Office (5976 Windham Hill Rd, Windham, 
VT, 05359).

Participation in the hearing is a prerequisite for making any 
subsequent appeal.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83521447482?pwd=kGXQczu-
TYv5r0MSIu1qFxSwqwbkFZ9.1
 Meeting ID: 835 2144 7482
 Passcode: 018770

SEPT. 20 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Senior Solutions, in 
partnership with Our Place 
Drop-In Center of Bellows 
Falls, Vt., will be hosting 
the second annual Age 
Successfully, A Health & 
Benefits Fair on Friday, 
Sept. 20, from 11 a.m. – 
2 p.m., at the Waypoint 
Center in Bellows Falls. 
This event is free and open 
to the public, and there 
will be a free barbecue. 
The fair is an opportunity 
for older Vermonters to 
learn about and sign up 
for wellness-based goods 
and services, with over 
30 exhibitors scheduled 
to appear. There will be 
a free Bone Builders class 
demonstration presented by 
Green Mountain RSVP, and 
a tai chi class demonstration 
that people are welcome to 
participate in.

SEPT. 21-22 –
CHESTER, Vt. – The Whiting 
Library Trustees will hold 
their annual book sale on 
Sept. 21 and 22, during 
the Chester Fall Festival. For 
more information, call the 
library at 802-875-2277.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
The Fort at No. 4’s 
Revolutionary War 
Reenactment Weekend will 
be held on Sept. 21, from 
10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.; and 
Sept. 22, from 10 a.m. – 3 
p.m., with a battle staged 
at 1 p.m. each day. The 
Fort at No. 4 is located 
at 267 Springfield Road. 
Experience the camp 
life of the British forces 
and colonial militias, see 
demonstrations of 18th-
century life, explore the 
grounds of the fort, visit 
Sutler’s and see their wares, 
and climb to the lookout 
tower and have some fun 
with children’s games on 
the courtyard. On Saturday, 
Ken Burke will be showing 
off his local finds, and 
author Laurel Smith will 
read an excerpt from her 
new book at 11 a.m.

SEPT. 21 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Black River 
Academy Museum will host 
the Applefest Fundraiser on 
Saturday, Sept. 21, from 
11 a.m. – 3 p.m., at Mini 
Park next to the town hall in 
Ludlow. There will be music, 
homemade soups, a bake 

sale, items to purchase, and 
lots of fun.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Celebrate the last day of 
summer at the Unitarian 
Universalist Meetinghouse, 
21 Fairground Road, 
with a delicious lasagna 
dinner, including fresh 
garden salad, garlic 
bread, beverages, and 
dessert. Different kinds of 
homemade lasagna will 
be available, including 
meat, vegetarian, and 
gluten-free. Dinner will be 
served from 5:30-7 p.m., 
and takeout is available. 
The cost is discounted for 
children age 5 and up. For 
more information, email 
uuspringfieldvt@gmail.com.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield United Methodist 
Church is having its fall 
rummage sale on Saturday, 
Sept. 21, from 9 a.m. – 2 
p.m., at 10 Valley Street, 
Springfield, Vt. There will be 
many great items available, 
as well as coffee and 
donuts for sale. Everyone is 
welcome.

SEPT. 22 –
CAVENDISH, Vt. – The 
Cavendish Fletcher 
Community Library is 
having their dedication of 
Kate’s Corner on Sunday, 
Sept. 22, at 1 p.m. Kate’s 
Corner, the new early 
literacy space, has been 
created in loving memory 
of Kate Lorenz. Please join 
friends and the Lorenz 

family to honor and 
remember Kate Lorenz at 
the library at 573 Main 
Street in Proctorsville, Vt.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Sound Investment will be 
performing classic rock and 
modern country music on 
Saturday, Sept. 22, at 7:30 
p.m., at VFW Post 771, 191 
River Street, Springfield, Vt. 
This performance is open 
to the public. For more 
information, call 802-885-
6008.

SEPT. 27-28 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Black 
River Good Neighbor 
Services Gigantic Fall 
Rummage Sale will be 
held Friday, Sept. 27, and 
Saturday, Sept. 28, from 
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. both 
days, at Fletcher Farm, 
611 Route 103 South in 
Ludlow, Vt. There will be 
a variety of items on sale, 
including clothing, furniture, 
housewares, games, 
collectibles, shoes, books, 
active wear, and sporting 
goods. There will also be 
a bake sale, grill-out, and 
much more. Proceeds from 
the sale provide food, rent, 
heat, utility, and disaster 
assistance to neighbors in 
need.

SUNDAYS –
PLYMOUTH, Vt. – The 
Plymouth Historical Society, 
located in the former 
Plymouth Elementary School 
on Route 100 in Plymouth 
Union, is open Sunday 

afternoons, from 2-4 p.m. 
Visit our museum, or do 
research on your Plymouth 
ancestors.  Watch for the 
“Open” flag.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Catamount Composite 
Squadron of the Civil Air 
Patrol meets Sundays, from 
3:30-5:30 p.m., at Hartness 
Airport in Springfield. 
The Civil Air Patrol is the 
auxiliary unit of the U.S. 
Air Force tasked with the 
mission of supporting 
America’s communities 
with emergency response, 
diverse aviation and ground 
services, youth development, 
and promotion of air, space, 
and cyber power. Cadets 
as young as 12 and senior 
members of any age make 
up this diverse group of 
volunteers.

MONDAYS –
WALPOLE, N.H. – Meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous on 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in St. 
John’s Parish Hall, Walpole.

WESTON, Vt. – Bingo is 
Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
at the Weston Rod & Gun 
Club, 982 Route 100, 
1.5 miles north of Weston 
Village. All are welcome.

TUESDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Come check out TOPS – 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 
We are a nonjudgmental, 
affordable, and supportive 
weight loss group. The 
first visit is free. We are 
taking Covid precautions 
so a mask is required while 
attending the meeting. All 
are welcome; youth must 
be at least 9 to attend and 
have parental permission. 
Meetings are every Tuesday 

at 25 Cherry Hill in Bellows 
Falls. Weigh-ins start at 
5:45 p.m. 

THURSDAYS –
WALPOLE, N.H. – 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting, a 
12-step recovery program 
for women who have a 
desire to stop drinking, is 
happening every Thursday 
at 6 p.m. at the St. John’s 
Episcopal Church at the 
corner of Westminster and 
Elm streets in Walpole, N.H. 
For more information, call 
Viva at 802-732-8330.

GRAFTON, Vt. – A free 
playgroup for children from 
newborns to age 5 will be 
held at Grafton Elementary 
School on Thursday 
mornings, from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. Activities will include 
songs, games, and arts and 
crafts. Contact Heather with 
any questions at 802-843-
4792.

FRIDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Fridays from 11 a.m. – 12 
p.m., John Bohannon will 
teach tai chi and qi gong at 
the Rockingham Library in 
Bellows Falls, Vt. No special 
equipment or clothing is 
required.

SATURDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Edgar May Health and 
Recreation Center offers 
Springfield residents the 
opportunity to come for a 
free swim every Saturday, 
from 1-3 p.m. Participants 
may need to show proof of 
Springfield residency. For 
more information, call 802-
885-2568, email info@
edgarmay.org, or visit www.
edgarmay.org.
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yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art  Crafts Gifts & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7
Register for Workshops & Shop Online www.galleryvault.org

Vinegar Graining Workshop with Corky Bond
9/28 from 10 - 4  $60.

Doodle Art - Yoga for the Brain with Antje Rupert
10/12 from 2-4  $40.

Pine Needle Christmas Ornament with Irene Dizes
10/19 from 11-4  $78.

Painting the Vibrant Colors of Fall with Rob O’Brien
11/2 from 9:30-4  $85

Open Wall Show: Celebration
Until October 9
(10/16/24 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-
tions on up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our 
clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer 
care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.
mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/20/24 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(11/13/24 - 13)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2025! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(11/06/24 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
10am-6pm. 
(08/13/25 - TFN - 52)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/29/25 - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(11/20/24 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(12/04/24 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(09/18/24)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Subject to space. May be edited for clarity, grammatical er-

rors, and libelous statements. Must be kept under 400 words. 
Must include name and town for publication. Viewpoints do 
not necessarily reflect the views of The Vermont Journal & The 
Shopper.

POLITICAL LETTERS
Due to the volume of political letters we receive during elec-

tions, and the increased cost of adding pages to the paper to 
print them all, political letters  are charged at the rate of $75 for 
200 words, and $0.50 per word thereafter. Political letters in-
clude endorsing, electioneering, or campaigning for a sepcific 
candidate or party.

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT LABORER

The Town of Charlestown is seeking a qualified individual to 
fill the position of Highway Department Laborer.

This position is full-time, year-round. Duties include but not 
limited to snow plowing with plow and wing, and general 
labor. Previous experience with heavy equipment and road 
maintenance. Additional requirements are a good work ethic, 
positive attitude, hard worker and a team player. Must pass a 
pre-employment physical.

Applications can be dropped off at our Selectmen’s Office 
located at 233 Main Street Charlestown, NH, mailed to P.O. 
Box 385 Charlestown, NH 03603, or emailed to Ddezan@
charlestown-nh.gov.

The Town of Charlestown is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR/TRUCK DRIVER/LABORER

The Town of Charlestown is seeking a qualified individual 
to fill the position of Highway Equipment Operator/Truck 
Driver/Laborer.

This position is full-time, year-round. A CDL License is 
required. Duties include but not limited to snow plowing 
with plow and wing, and general labor. Previous experience 
with heavy equipment and road maintenance. Additional 
requirements are a good work ethic, positive attitude, hard 
worker and a team player. Must pass a physical, and a drug & 
alcohol test.

Applications can be dropped off at our Selectmen’s Office 
located at 233 Main Street Charlestown, NH, mailed to P.O. 
Box 385 Charlestown, NH 03603, or emailed to Ddezan@
charlestown-nh.gov.

The Town of Charlestown is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN
TRANSFER STATION ATTENDANT

The Town of Charlestown is seeking a qualified individual to 
fill the position of Transfer Station Attendant.

This position is part time and year-round. Weekly schedule is 
Tuesday through Saturday.

Duties include but not limited to:
1. Maintaining the recycling area and insuring the proper 
disposal and classification of all recycled materials.
2. Assisting residents and commercial users in the appropri-
ate placement of refuse and recyclables.
3. Assist the Road Agent in all matters related to the opera-
tion of a solid waste/recycling facility.  

Additional requirements are a good working ethic, positive 
attitude, hard worker and a team player. 

Interested candidates should complete an application and 
submit to: Charlestown Town Office - Human Resources 
Department, PO Box 385, Charlestown NH 03603 or email 
Ddezan@charlestown-nh.gov. An application may be found 
at www.charlestown-nh.gov or at the Town Office 233 Main 
St. Charlestown, NH.

The Town of Charlestown is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN
CEMETERY SEXTON

The Town of Charlestown is seeking a Cemetery Sexton. This 
position is a part-time seasonal position (April 1 to Novem-
ber 1) with no benefits.

The Sexton supervises the operation of the cemeteries to 
include sales of plots, recording burials, filing permits and 
researching old burial records. The Sexton also performs a 
variety of public relations and marketing duties to include 
assistance with site selection and payments as well as consult-
ing with bereaved families. Other duties include maintenance 
of the cemeteries such as mowing, tree trimming, etc.

REQUIREMENTS:
1. High School Diploma or Equivalent.
2. Valid NH Drivers License
3. Ability to be bonded.

Interested candidates should complete an application and/
or resume and submit to: Charlestown Town Office - Human 
Resources Department, P.O. Box 385, Charlestown NH 03603 
or email it to Ddezan@charlestown-nh.gov. An application 
may be found at www.charlestown-nh.gov or at the Town 
Office 233 Main St. Charlestown, NH.

The Town of Charlestown is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

FULL-TIME and PART-TIME POLICE 
OFFICER OPENINGS

Full time/Part time certified in New Hampshire and/or 
eligible for certification through the New Hampshire Police 
Standard and Training Council.

The Town of Charlestown Police Department is seeking 
a motivated, team oriented person who possesses good 
problem solving and communication skills that is interested 
in working in a tight knit community where community 
policing is a priority. The candidate selected will perform 
criminal investigations, crime prevention and community 
involvement assignments along with traffic enforcement.

Minimum Requirements: Applicants must be a U.S. Citizen; 
must be 21 years old by the anticipated date of the agility test. 
Applicants must be a high school graduate or equivalent. 
Candidates must meet the Physical Fitness Testing mini-
mums and will be re-tested once every three years if hired. 
Must be a full time certified police officer in New Hamp-
shire, or if certified in another state, must be eligible for 
certification with law package through the New Hampshire 
Police Standards and Training Council. The hiring process 
consists of a medical screening, physical agility test, Police 
Oral Board, polygraph examination, in depth background 
investigation, psychological evaluation, and drug screening. 
Salary is based on experience and your time in law enforce-
ment is transferable.

Full time positions are benefit eligible.

If you have any questions please feel free to call Chief Patrick 
Connors at 603-826-5747.

To Apply: An application can be found on the Charlestown 
Town Website at https://www.charlestown-nh.gov/employ-
ment.

Please submit a completed application, resume, and cover 
letter to: Chief Patrick Connors, Charlestown Police Depart-
ment, PO Box 1465, Charlestown, NH 03603.

~The Charlestown Police Department is an Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Employer~

Town of Londonderry, VT
JOB OPENINGS

Road Crew Member/Equipment Operator
Work includes plowing, grading, ditching, road repair, road-
side mowing, culvert work, chainsaw operation, equipment 
maintenance, and other duties.  A clean driving record, a 
CDL license, and the ability to pass drug/alcohol tests are 
required. Highway/road maintenance experience preferred. 
This is a full-time position with excellent benefits.

Further information is available on the Town website: www.
londonderryvt.org. Applicants must complete and submit 
a required Employment Application, which can be found 
in the Town Forms section of the Town website. Submit via 
email to townadmin@londonderryvt.org or mail to: Town 
of Londonderry, 100 Old School Street, South Londonderry, 
VT 05155. Other supporting information from applicants is 
welcome. 

Positions opened until filled. The Town of Londonderry is an 
equal opportunity employer.

FIREWOOD
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Premium dry/
seasoned hardwood for sale, 16” 
length, $350 per cord, $150 1/3 
cord. Free box of hardwood kin-
dling with full cord purchase. I also 
have solo stove 12” dry hardwood 
1 cubic foot for $8 per bundle. Call 
802-376-1168. 

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – Firewood in 
the Andover, Weston, Londonderry, 
Windham area. $140 you cut & 
split, 1.5 ton Dump Truck load of 
8-10 foot delivered, cut last winter. 
Also cut & split, dry or green. Call 
802-875-2646 evenings. 

FOR HIRE
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – For Hire: new 
10 yard Maxx-D dump trailer. 
Need mulch or other material 
delivered or demolition removed? 
Tractor services also available with 
backhoe and grapple. Give us a 
call at 802-376-1168. 

FOR RENT
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – EZ-Dump 
Enterprises, New Maxx-D dump 
trailer 7’x14’ 10 yards for rent, 
$450 per day including 1st ton 
disposal fee. Call or text 802-376-
1168. 

FOR SALE
CHESTER, Vt. – Commercial 
property for sale by owner. 3-Unit 
building located on the Green. 1 
bedroom, 1 bath apartment, and 
2 retail storefronts, fully rented 
with excellent long-term tenants. 

Shown by appointment. Offered 
at $399,000. More information at 
802-875-3000. 

YARD SALE
WALPOLE, N.H. – Garage Sale 
Saturday, Sept. 21, at 8 a.m. Power 

tools, chain saws, trimmers, plumb-
ing, carpentry items, files, and 
drills. 156 Old Cheshire Turnpike, 
Drewsville, N.H. 

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Multi-family 
yard sales on Saturday, Sept. 21, 
from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Pine Brook 
Condominiums, Route 106, North 
Springfield. 

   P – Persian minakari is 
the art of decorating met-
als and ceramics with a 
glaze that is fired at very 
high heat. “Mina” means 
“heaven” in Persian, and is 
represented by the blue col-
or. This art form has been 
practiced for at least 3,000 
years.
  E – Ukrainian pysanky 

eggs are decorated with a 
wax-resist method. An old 
Ukrainian saying declares 
that, “As long as people 
paint pysanky, there will 
be love in the world.” Each 
element and color has 
meaning. Those used here 
are: butterflies (angels), 
fish (Christianity), flower 
(beauty and love), wheat 
(good health and harvest), 
red (happiness and hope), 
and black (darkest time be-
fore dawn and respect for 

the dead).
  A – A Jewish shawl, worn 

during prayer, creates a 
sense of personal space and 
provides a portable spiritual 
home. Called a “tallit,” it has 
become an iconic symbol of 
the Jewish people.
 C – Russian artist Ivan 

Bilibins’ response to Soviet 
authoritarianism was to col-
lect folktales and designs, 
and peasant perspectives. 
He used his art to encour-
age and remind the Russian 
people of their strength and 
longstanding traditions.
  E – Early homesteaders in 

America saved every scrap 
of cloth to make quilts. 
President Calvin Coolidge 
pieced a tumbling blocks 
quilt top at age 14. Coolidge 
once said that, “The gov-
ernment of the United 
States is a device for main-

taining in perpetuity the 
rights of the people, with 
the ultimate extinction of 
all privileged classes.”
  ! – The top of the ex-

clamation point is in the 
style of traditional Chi-
nese brush painting; it 
is meant to embody the 
inner spirit, with bam-
boo symbolizing the bal-
anced way of an upright 
humble life. The king-
fisher symbolizes peace. 
The bottom is a render-
ing of the ancient Tao-
ist yin-yang symbol for 
harmony and the endur-
ing dynamic balance be-
tween all things, such as 
light/dark, male/female, 
and heaven/earth.

Written and designed 
by Willow Bascom

Plymouth, Vt.

“We All Want Peace”
“Peace,” by Plymouth resident Willow Bascom.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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arts & events OUTDOOR

~ OUR OWN ~~ OUR OWN ~
CORNCORN

PUMPKINSPUMPKINS
LOCAL CHEESE & MEATLOCAL CHEESE & MEAT

APPLESAPPLES
TOMATOESTOMATOES

WINTER SQUASHWINTER SQUASH

Open Daily 9-6Open Daily 9-6

Route 12 Route 12 
Walpole, NHWalpole, NH

Like us on FacebookLike us on Facebook

HIGGINS HILL ORCHARD

Mac, Cortland, Honeycrisp, Paula Red, 
Ginger Gold, Mutsu, Gala, and Macoun 

Raspberries

Pick Your Own

Senior Citizen Discount
5 Mins from Exit 5, I-91 • Westminster, VT 

Westminster Heights Rd. to Orchard Hill Rd. Follow Signs
Open Daily 9am - 5pm

APPLES

Open from 
9 am - 5 pm everyday

802-300-7007  ~  57 Pond St – Ludlow, VT

Taco Tuesday
Half Price Tacos

Nacho Typical Wednesday
$10 Nachos with pepper jack and cheddar, lettuce, 

tomato, sour cream, salsa, and guacamole
$9 House Margaritas

Buy One / Get One
Buy any entree or classic and get a second half off

with Live Music
Sammy Blanchette in the lounge 
Monday, September 23, 5-8pm

All Specials Dine-In Only

Variety of New Menu Items

Now Open for Lunch @ 11:30!

DERK BEARDMORE
beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

   the 40th Annual Ludlow PTG

 Harvest Fair
  Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024

10am - 4pm on the Black River Expeditionary School 
front lawn (outside, rain or shine) Ludlow, VT

Crafters, Artists, Musicians, 
and Food Vendors!

Doodoo Bingo! It has been a massive success since 2020!

Calling all crafters, artists, and vendors! Booth Spaces 
10x10 for $35. Crafters provide their own tent, tables, and 
chairs. Must be set up by 9:30 am, and stay up until 4 pm. 

To sign up as a vendor, or for more information
Email: LudlowPTG@gmail.com

Call or Text Courtney: 603-219-3491 
www.Facebook.com/LudlowVTHarvestFair

Please join us for

National Hunting and Fishing Day

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The Precision Valley Fish 
and Game Association will host a celebration of 
National Hunting and Fishing Day on Sunday, Sept. 
29, from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., at 2879 Vermont Route 
106, Perkinsville, Vt. Try your skill at target shooting 
with .22 rifle and pistol, trap shooting, archery, 
muzzleloaders, and the running deer. This event is 
free and open to the public. Food and beverages will 
be available for purchase.

PUTNEY, Vt. – The Next 
Stage Bandwagon Summer 
Series presents Brazilian-
born percussionist in jazz 
and world music Cyro Bap-
tista, on Saturday, Sept. 21, 
at 5 p.m.
  Baptista is a Brazilian-

born percussionist and 
composer whose vast tal-
ent and penchant for in-
novation brought him to be 
praised as one of the most 
respected musicians in the 
world.
  Baptista’s endless son-

ic curiosity and intense 
rhythm led him to create 
several musical ensembles, 
and record many albums of 
his own. He has also lent his 
sounds to several Grammy 
award-winning records 
and to over 300 CDs with 
many of the most beloved 
musicians in the world.
  “Easily the most famous 

of all of the artists of the 
series, Cyro has played 
with Trey Anastasio, Paul 
Simon, Yo-Yo Ma, Herbie 
Hancock, and John Zorn. 
This project, Chama, is his 
new group that explores 

Brazilian themes, but with 
obvious surprises,” says 
Keith Marks, executive di-
rector of Next Stage Arts. 
“Cyro is a musician’s mu-
sician, and it goes without 
saying that we’re blessed to 
have this performance as 
part of our outdoor sum-
mer series. Cyro is a play-
ful soul whose music is im-
bued with playfulness and 
virtuosity.”
  Baptista leads four dif-

ferent ensembles with 10 
released albums under his 
name. He tours continu-
ously throughout the world 
with them. He conducts 
master classes at major 
musical institutions, such 
as Juilliard School, Berklee 
College of Music, New York 
University, Mannes College 
of Music, The New School, 
Holy Cross University, New 
World Symphony Orches-
tra, University of Vermont, 
University of Buffalo, Kim-
mel Center Jazz Camp, and 
K-12 schools across the 
country.
  Baptista has a great inter-

est in education and shar-

ing his knowledge and 
experiences, especially 
to underserved factions 
of society, through his 
“Sound of Community” 
initiative.
  This performance is 

copresented with The 
Stone Church.
  Cooper Field is locat-

ed at 41 Sand Hill Road 
in Putney. Tickets can be 
purchased in advance at 
www.nextstagearts.org; 
kids under 12 get in free. 
For more information, 
visit the website or call 
802-387-0102.
  Support for the Band-

wagon Summer Series is 
provided by M&T Bank, 
Lawson’s Finest Liquids, 
Oak Meadow, The Porch 
Cafe & Catering, South-
ern Vermont Solar, and 
Confluence Acupunc-
ture.

Percussionist Cyro 
Baptista to perform

JAMAICA, Vt. – Kick 
the spooky season off 
the right way this year 
with Almost Canon Pod-
cast and our Paranormal 
Spooktacular Story Night 
at Jamaica State Park on 
Saturday, Sept. 28.
  We’ll be taking the 

show out of the studio 
and into the wild, with 
the hopes of hearing your 
paranormal encounters 
inside one of Vermont’s 
very own haunted state 
parks. We’ll be spend-
ing the night around 

the campfire, hosting this 
special event for you, the 
public, to share your per-
sonal encounters with the 
unknown or paranormal, 
free of judgment.
  So, if you’ve experienced 

the paranormal or un-
known, and have a story 
you’d like to share, or a sto-
ry you’ve wanted to share in 
the past but were convinced 
no one would believe you, 
then please, join us at Ja-
maica State Park on Sept. 
28, for a no-judgment story 
night.

  That’s right folks. If you’ve 
seen or encountered a big-
foot, dogman, ghost, lake 
monster, UFO/UAP, alien, 
or some sort of other un-
explainable phenomenon 
not mentioned above, then 
come down to Jamaica State 
Park on Saturday, Sept. 28. 
Our night starts at 5 p.m.
  We are unable to waive 

the park entrance fee. To 
help offset the park fee, Al-
most Canon will include a 
free Almost Canon sticker 
with the first 50 tickets, or 
until they run out.

Almost Canon’s 
Paranormal Story Night

KILLINGTON, Vt. –
Vermont’s Killington Re-
sort, the largest ski and 
snowboard destination in 
eastern North America, 
announced today that 

tickets for the 2024 Stifel 
Killington Cup were made 
available for purchase, start-
ing Sept. 17, at 10 a.m. Taking 
place Nov. 29 – Dec. 1, the 
Audi FIS Ski World Cup will 
once again bring women’s gi-
ant slalom and slalom races 
to Vermont. The event is 
expected to attract Stifel U.S. 
Ski Team superstars, includ-
ing seven-time Stifel Killing-
ton Cup slalom victor and 
winningest alpine skier in 
history Mikaela Shiffrin, who 
may be going for her historic 
100th victory. She’ll be joined 
by teammates, former Uni-

versity of Vermont skier 
Paula Moltzan, Olympian AJ 
Hurt, and Nina O’Brien, who 
is making her return from in-
jury this season.
  A percentage from all tick-

et options benefit the Killing-
ton World Cup Foundation, 
which supports athlete team 
services and provides grants 
to bolster winter sports in-
frastructure and access to 
winter sports throughout the 
region. 
  For additional information 

about the 2024 Stifel Killing-
ton Cup, please visit www.
killington.com/worldcup.

Killington Cup returns 

1ST ANNUAL CHILI 
COOK OFF

American Legion Post 37
Bellows Falls, Vt. (802) 463-9700

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2024
Open to the public  5:00 to 8:00 pm

(ALL ENTRIES NEED TO BE SUBMITTED BY 4:45)
WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED AT 8:00 pm

ENTRY FEE:  $25.00

ADULTS:   $5.00 / CHILDREN:  $3.00 EACH
You get to sample each of the chili’s & vote on the 

different ones.
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arts & entertainment

Thursday - Local NightThursday - Local Night

Friday - Singo at 7pmFriday - Singo at 7pm

Saturday - Live Music on the DeckSaturday - Live Music on the Deck
       Sky Alan Sept. 21, 5-8 pm       Sky Alan Sept. 21, 5-8 pm

Sunday - Lunch and Dinner, Open 11-7

Thursday 4-9pm
Friday 4-10pm

Saturday 11am-10pm
Sunday 11am-7pm

magicmtn.com   495 Magic Mountain Access Rd, Londonderry

Saturday 11am-10pm

magicmtn.com   495 Magic Mountain Access Rd, Londonderry

126 Main Street | Ludlow, VT
802-228-2400 | JohnnysKitchenVT@gmail.com

44 Pond Street • Ludlow, VT
www.killarneyludlow.com  

802-228-7797
Pub open at 3pm • Dinner at 5pm

Large Variety of 
Menu Items!

16 North Main Street  |  Charlestown, NH

Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 
Monday - Friday.   Excludes Holidays

SHRIMP & 
SCALLOPS

BROILED 
OR FRIED

$2000
JR. PRIME 

RIB

$1600

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

All Meals are Served with 
House Salad, Caesar Salad, 

or Veggie of the Day

11:45-9 Mon-Sat and 12-8 Sun
Now Taking Reservations

CLOTHING • BOUTIQUE • FURNITURE • HOUSEWARES • GAMES 
COLLECTIBLES• SHOES • BOOKS • ACTIVE WEAR • SPORTING GOODS                   

BAKE SALE • GRILL• & MUCH MORE!

Friday & Saturday, IO AM - 3 PM

Fletcher Farm, 611 Route 103 South in Ludlow
Proceeds provide food, rent, heat, utility & disaster assistance to our neighbors in need.

       
          

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT           105 Main St, Ludlow, VT
          802-228-3663                                     802-228-7055

                                                      
BLACK RIVER GOOD NEIGHBOR SERVICES, INC

WE WELCOME DONATIONS OF CLOTHES & ACCESSORIES, FURNITURE & HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, MONEY & TIME

CLOTHING • BOUTIQUE • FURNITURE • HOUSEWARES • GAMES 
COLLECTIBLES• SHOES • BOOKS • ACTIVE WEAR • SPORTING GOODS                   

BAKE SALE • GRILL• & MUCH MORE!

Friday & Saturday, IO AM - 3 PM

Fletcher Farm, 611 Route 103 South in Ludlow
Proceeds provide food, rent, heat, utility & disaster assistance to our neighbors in need.

       
          

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT           105 Main St, Ludlow, VT
          802-228-3663                                     802-228-7055

                                                      
BLACK RIVER GOOD NEIGHBOR SERVICES, INC

WE WELCOME DONATIONS OF CLOTHES & ACCESSORIES, FURNITURE & HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, MONEY & TIME

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – Canal Street Art 
Gallery presents the 
“Ceramic | Fiber” show 
and the Carol Keiser 
Solo Spotlight show, 
open Sept. 20 – Nov. 
9. The gallery is also 
pleased to announce 
the opening of its new 
Artist Made Stationary 
Department. Join the 
gallery for Third Friday 
Gallery Night in historic 
downtown Bellows Falls, 
Vt., Sept. 20, from 5-7 
p.m., to celebrate fall in 
Vermont with local art 
and an opening recep-
tion for the artists. All 
gallery events are free 
and open to the public, 
for wheelchair accessi-
bility call 802-289-0104. 
  The “Ceramic | Fiber” 

exhibition shows work 
by five local artists who 
use one or both of these 
historically and cultur-
ally significant medi-
ums in their art. One-
of-a-kind blankets by 
Christine Cole consist of 
hand-dyed luxury fibers 
from around the world 
and are treated as paint-
ings, blending threads of 
different yarns together 
to mix colors. Meghan 
Dogherty builds hol-
low ceramic sculptural 
forms, utilitarian wares, 
and occasionally whim-
sical creatures. Her 
sculpture is heavily in-
fluenced by her previous 

work as a tenured research 
professor of media ecology. 
Kristen Donegan’s work 
combines both textile and 
ceramic, and comes from 
a place of introspection 
and investigation into na-
ture and myth, and where 
the two intersect through 
art and craft. D. Brooks 
Heley creates painted clay 
sculptures which challenge 
the fundamental nature of 
knowledge, reality, and ex-
istence. Su Lin Mangan’s 
art quilts are inspired by 
urban landscapes, and in-
formed by her background 
in anthropology and fash-
ion design. 
  Carol Keiser, in her Solo 

Spotlight show, shares 
acrylic paintings depicting 
floral still-lifes, Mexican 
interiors, and friends gath-
ering, all created by the art-
ist over the winter of 2023-
2024. “My work is inspired 
by the world around me, 
my life in the countryside 
of Putney, Vt., and my time 
living in Mexico, a country 
of color and contrast,” ex-
plains Keiser.
  The new Artist Made 

Stationery Department, 
located within Canal Street 
Art Gallery, features origi-
nal artwork on hand-fold-
ed paper. The Artist Made 
Stationary Department de-
buts with a collection from 

MC Noyes Studio. Prod-
ucts include note cards, 
greeting cards, and writing 
sets, all with matching en-
velopes. Also available are 
gift tags, as well as accor-
dion-folded, stab-bound 
sketch and notebooks in 
three sizes. Initial designs 
include woodland forget 
me not, hawksbeard, lady 
fern, seven-spot ladybug, 
brook trout, wild turkey, 
aurora pink and luminous 
red dots, fluorescent green 
with fluorescent blue, and 
luminous lemon stripes. 
The gallery invites artists 
to present their own origi-
nal artwork on stationery 
products to be sold in the 
gallery. To submit, send 
images with details on 
materials used and retail 
prices to submissions@ca-
nalstreetartgallery.com.
  Canal Street Art Gallery 

is located at 23 Canal Street, 
in historic downtown Bel-
lows Falls, Vt., and is open 
Tuesday-Saturday, from 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. For more 
information about the “Ce-
ramic | Fiber” show, the 
Carol Keiser Solo Spotlight 
show, or the Artist Made 
Stationary Department, 
go to canalstreetartgallery.
com, call Mike at 802-289-
0104, or send emails to art-
info@canalstreetartgallery.
com.

Three new shows at 
Canal Street Art Gallery

PUTNEY, Vt. – Gordon 
Clark and his Vermont 
Comedy All Stars return for 
a night of stand-up comedy 
at Next Stage Arts. Featured 
performers will include sev-
eral contest-winning and 
touring comedians most 
often seen in the Burlington 
area.
  “We’ve got to keep laugh-

ing to handle the news these 
days,” says Keith Marks, 
executive director of Next 
Stage Arts. “We’ve had a 
number of Vermont come-
dians go into New York and 
start careers. We’re proud to 
give them a space in south-
ern Vermont to be seen.”
  Ang Buxton is a wild co-

median and tiny-handed 
DJ. Born and raised in 
Springfield, Mass., Buxton 
is high-energy and smart in 
a stupid way. They’ve done 
Denver’s Rise Festival, and 
were featured as P3 Com-
edy Festival’s Queer of the 
Year. Buxton has headlined 
at Radio Bean, Cinema Sa-
lem, Don’t Tell Burlington, 
and Nate Jackson’s Com-
edy Club in Tacoma, Wash., 
to name a few. They also 
produce a bunch of stuff 
like the Far Out Comedy 
Festival. Follow them on 
all social media platforms 
@bux_wild.
  Tracy Dolan has been a 

staple of Vermont’s comedy 
scene for the past 12 years, 
and has been featured in 
Boston’s Women in Com-

edy Festival and New York 
City’s She Devil Comedy 
Festival. She teaches stand-
up comedy at the Vermont 
Comedy Club, and regularly 
features there for national 
headliners.
  Tim Lovett launched his 

comedy career in Massachu-
setts, and has now been en-
tertaining audiences across 
New England for the past 10 
years with his unique blend 
of wit and energy, an engag-
ing style, and sharp obser-
vational comedy. Along the 
way, Lovett has shared the 
stage with some of the big-
gest names in comedy, in-
cluding Donnell Rawlings, 
Talent Harris, Damon Wil-
liams, the late AJ Johnson, 
Jessica Kirson, and Robin 
Montague. Lovett is also 
the founder of Comedy as a 
Weapon, a comedy produc-
tion brand that showcases 
diverse comedic voices and 
brings laughter to a wide 
variety of venues. As relat-
able as he is outrageous, 
Lovett has quickly become 
a big fan-favorite of Ver-
mont Comedy All Stars, and 
has performed this year at 
our other shows in Burling-
ton, Montpelier, and Water-
bury.
  Danny Pee hails from the 

White Mountains of New 
Hampshire, and now calls 
the city of Manchester his 
home. He got his start in the 
Manchester comedy scene, 
and soon earned write ups 

in the local press. Danny 
serves as the host of The 
Laugh Attic at Strange 
Brew Tavern, and has 
been featured in Laugh 
Boston’s Roast Battle 
series. He has enjoyed 
performing throughout 
New England, and is very 
excited to return to Ver-
mont.
  Host Gordon Clark is 

proof that you can teach 
an old dog new tricks. A 
lifelong organizer and 
activist, he took up com-
edy when he was near-
ing 60 and never looked 
back. Mostly because it 
hurts his neck when he 
turns that way. Clark is 
the director of the non-
profit Vermont Comedy 
All Stars, through which 
he produces and hosts 
monthly stand-up com-
edy showcase specials in 
Burlington at the iconic 
Nectar’s, and Montpelier’s 
Bent Nails Bistro, as well 
as the quarterly showcase 
at the Next Stage Arts 
Theater in Putney. He 
lives in Burlington with 
his wife, dog, and cat.
  Next Stage is located at 

15 Kimball Hill in down-
town Putney, Vt. All talks 
are free to attend, but 
donations are appreci-
ated. Advance registra-
tion is available at www.
nextstagearts.org. For in-
formation, call 802-387-
0102.

Vermont Comedy All 
Stars at Next Stage

PERU, Vt. – Nordic Har-
moni invites all to join us 
at the Peru Fair on Sept. 
28, at 12 p.m., in the Peru 
Church, Peru, Vt. We are 
delighted to be back sing-
ing together under the 
wonderful direction of 
Lorri Bond.
  The Peru Fair started in 

1978 as a tag sale event, and 

has grown to much, much 
more, with over 100 exhibi-
tors and upwards of 6,000 
visitors each year. The spir-
it of the fair is one of com-
munity and small town life. 
Proceeds from the fair are 
donated to the Peru Schol-
arship Fund. Scholarships 
are awarded to graduating 
high school seniors of Peru 

continuing on to higher 
education. Check out the 
Peru Fair website at www.
perufair.org.
  Nordic Harmoni is the 

only Swedish-American 
chorus in southern Ver-
mont, and enjoys sharing 
Scandinavian heritage and 
traditions. We welcome all 
interested singers to join us 
for rehearsals at the Second 

Congregational Church in 
Londonderry, where we 
sing both in English (70%) 
and Swedish (30%). You do 
not need to know Swedish 
to join – we will help all 
with pronunciations. To 
learn more about Nordic 
Harmoni, see www.auss.
org/nordic, find  them on 
Facebook, or call Carl-Erik 
Westberg at 802-824-6578.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Julian Gerstin Sextet will be 
at Stage 33 Live, 33 Bridge 
Street in Bellows Falls, Vt., 
on Sunday, Sept. 29, at 7 
p.m. Tickets are available 
in advance through www.
stage33live.com, or at the 
door. Advance tickets guar-
antee entry. There is lim-
ited seating, and the perfor-
mance will be recorded and 
filmed.
  Julian Gerstin has spent 

a lifetime playing the mu-
sic of the Caribbean, Af-
rica, the Middle East, and 
the U.S. – funk, R&B, and 
jazz. He’s lived and studied 
in Martinique, Cuba, and 
Ghana, mastering dozens 
of percussion instruments 
and hundreds of traditional 
rhythms. On a given song 
you might hear him playing 
congas, jawbone, an enor-
mous beaded shaker, or 
the tanbou drum of Marti-
nique, on which he sits and 
uses his heel to change the 
pitch.
  Gerstin founded the sex-

tet to bring his wide range of 
instruments and influences 
to a jazz setting, where they 
serve as a platform for his 

fellow musicians’ creativity. 
The group includes some 
of New England’s most cre-
ative talents: clarinet virtu-
oso Anna Patton; versatile 
trumpeter Don Anderson; 
pianist Eugene Uman, who, 
like Julian, ranges across 
traditions, and from funky 
grooves to experimental-
ism; bassist Wes Brown, 
whose career spans gigs 
with early jazz master Earl 
“Fatha” Hines to avant-
gardists like Wadada Leo 
Smith and Anthony Brax-
ton; Ben James, who was 
John Tchicai’s drummer for 
several years, and can both 
swing and go wild.
  This is global jazz – mu-

sic with lively Caribbean 
drums and sparkling trum-
pet, velvety clarinet and 
muscular piano. Music by 
turns lyrical and humor-
ous, intense and peaceful, 
grooving and thoughtful, 
and always surprising.

Nordic Harmoni at the Peru Fair

Julian Gerstin 
Sextet at Stage 33 
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Your Home Loan Lender of Choice

WHERE
YOU
LIVE

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. ©2022 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649
Equal Housing Lender. PrimeLending VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964MB V010918.

Purchase Refinance Renovation

Victoria Blodgett
NMLS# 179656 | Senior Loan Officer

802-975-0350 vblodget@primelending.com

www.vbprimelending.com

126 Main St #1C
   Ludlow, VT 05149

MEET THE 
PROFESSIONALS

3+/- Acres!
Chester,VT

$725,000

18+/- Acres!
Rockingham, VT

$299,000

3 Unit!
Chester, VT

$375,000

4 Units!
Rockingham, VT

$225,000

Professional Real 
Estate Services

barrettandvalley.com

GRAFTON
802-843-2390

CHESTER
802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD
802-885-8282

TOWNSHEND 
802-365-4311

Alex Eatmon, REALTOR   
802.345.7886

Alex@KelleyRealEstate.com
®

Real Estate
Commercial Transactions

Buisness Law
Environmental Law

Wills, Estates, Trusts
Civil Litigation

Landloard/Tenant

30 Main St., Ste. 1 / P.O. Box 860
Springfield, VT 05156
tel: 802-885-2240
fax: 802-885-4536

Ethan B. McNaughton
emcnaughton@gwlpc.com

George W. Lamb
glamb@gwlpc.com

Attorneys at Law:

Tyleen Murray, Broker
REALTOR   

802.777.8047
Ty@KelleyRealEstate.com

®
R.H. Thackston & Company
REALTORS

Intentionally Local For Over 20 Years - In The Heart of New England

802.463.5121   info@thackston.com

When it’s time to Buy or Sell...choose Kelley Real Estate
www.KelleyRealEstate.com

Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation
72-B Pond Street | Ludlow

802-228-5333 | Realtor@KelleyRealEstate.com
Don Eatmon Broker/Owner

WESTON
� ree Bedroom/3 Bath Country Home on 7+/- Acres.

Great Room with Fire View Stove, Sun Room and Sunny Deck.
Detached Two-car Garage with Studio Unit with Kitchen and Bath.

Call or Text Listing Agent Ty Murray at 802-777-8047

MOUNT HOLLY
� ree Bedroom/3 Bath home with 25+/- acres.

Basement Bonus Rooms with Kitchen and Bath.
Front Porch, Back Deck with Hot Tub, Mature Perennial Gardens.

Call or Text Listing Agent Alex Eatmon at 802-345-7886

REGION – The General 
Federation of Women’s 
Clubs (GFWC) Okemo Val-
ley Women’s Club (OVWC) 
is pleased to announce the 
kickoff of the National Day 
of Service (NDS), spot-
lighting food insecurity 
and hunger in the United 
States. This year’s NDS 
is scheduled for Satur-
day, Sept. 28, nationwide. 
GFWC clubs nationwide 
are participating, to help 
increase public awareness 
and provide food resources 
to residents and families in 
their communities.
  The Okemo Valley Wom-

en’s Club will hold a food 
drive on the National Day 
of Service, Saturday, Sept. 
28. They will be collecting 
donations of nonperish-
able food items at Shaw’s 
Plaza in Ludlow, Singleton’s 
Store in Proctorsville, and 
Shaw’s in Springfield, from 

10 a.m. – 2 p.m. All food 
donations will be donated 
to local food shelves.
  “The GFWC National 

Day of Service is an excit-
ing opportunity for our 
clubwomen to demonstrate 
their volunteer know-how”, 
said Suellen Brazil, GFWC 
international president. 
“The GFWC tagline is ‘liv-
ing the volunteer spirit,’ 
which is the essence of this 
national public awareness 
campaign about hunger 
and food insecurity. It takes 
a village of concerned com-
munity leaders, public ser-
vants, and compassionate 
neighbors to solve hunger.”
  According to the U.S. 

Department of Agricul-
ture, 34 million people in 
the U.S are food insecure, 
9 million children are 
hungry, 53 million people 
turned to food banks fol-
lowing Covid due to un-

employment, and 100% 
of U.S. counties have 
families suffering from 
food insecurity.
  GFWC women work 

tirelessly to be of ser-
vice to their local com-
munities. If everyone in 
their community works 
together, no one in the 
United States needs to 
suffer from hunger or 
food insecurity.
  For more information 

on the National Day of 
Service, contact OVWC 
President Sally Scarp at 
407-242-0901, or Kar-
en Haskell, committee 
chair, at 603-826-0197.
  The General Federa-

tion of Women’s Clubs is 
an international organi-
zation dedicated to com-
munity improvement by 
enhancing the lives of 
others through volunteer 
service.

Okemo Valley Women’s 
Club to hold food drive

REGION – Senior So-
lutions, with sponsorship 
from AARP, is pleased 
to announce our offer-
ing of a wonderful free 
program featuring three 
longtime artists, friends, 
and collaborators, who 
are also older adults, to 
engage with our com-
munity elders in arts ac-
tivities that will provide 
fun and creative ways to 
strengthen cognition and 
wellbeing while making 
new friends. This series 
of weekly workshops is 
presented by creative 

artists Ham Gillett, Marv 
Klassen-Landis, and Mi-
chael Zerphy. 
  All workshops take 

place at Senior Solutions, 
38 Pleasant Street, Spring-
field, Vt., from 1-2:30 p.m. 
The kickoff opening event 
and final performance take 
place at 4 p.m., at Nolin-
Murray Main Hall, 38 
Pleasant Street, Springfield. 
  The program was high-

ly successful last year in 
Woodstock, Vt., when 
hosted by the Norman Wil-
liams Public Library and 
the Thompson Senior Cen-

ter. Senior Solutions looks 
forward to bringing it to 
Springfield.
  A full list of workshops 

can be found at www.se-
niorsolutionsvt.org/ser-
vices/staying-safe-healthy/
creative-play. Registration 
is recommended, as space 
is limited to 25 individu-
als. These are individual 
sessions – sign-up for one, 
all, or something in be-
tween. For more informa-
tion, please visit the website 
above, email us at info@se-
niorsolutionsvt.org, or call 
us at 802-885-2669.

Senior Solutions presents 
Creative Play for Seniors

REGION – Purchasing a 
house is an exciting endeav-
or, and it doesn’t have to be 
a stressful one. Choosing a 

good realtor, lender, and at-
torney to assist you through 
the process can smooth out 
a lot of the bumps, and allow 

you to focus on your future 
plans while your team keeps 
the process moving forward. 
I highly recommend working 
with local lenders who are 
familiar with Vermont real 
estate transactions and prop-
erty taxes. Vermont recently 
passed some major changes 
to our property transfer tax, 
which was reduced for home 
buyers looking for a primary 
residence, but be mindful it 
actually increased substan-

tially if you are purchasing a 
second home.
  Here are some suggested 

do’s and don’ts for a success-
ful closing. Do keep your at-
torney aware of any changes 
to the deal as it progresses, 
sometimes there are price 
reductions following an in-
spection, or the parties de-
cide to close sooner or later 
than originally planned, and 
it is important the attorney is 
aware. Don’t make any major 

purchases right before your 
closing. A new car loan may 
negatively impact your credit 
score or impact your debt-
to-income ratio in a way that 
prevents your home loan 
from getting approved. Don’t 
plan to rely on money from 
friends or family to come up 
with the downpayment on 
your house. Your lender will 
verify the source of the funds 
used to put money down. 
You’d need specific advanced 
approval to utilize any gifted 
funds, so make sure you dis-
cuss it with your lender and 
attorney if it is part of your 
plan.
  Do consider seller credits. 

When you purchase a home 
there are a number of ex-
penses that get paid at clos-
ing, including homeowner’s 
insurance for the next year, 
the cost of the heating fuel 
currently in the tank, a por-
tion of the upcoming prop-
erty taxes, your appraisal, 
lender fees, recording costs, 
and the Vermont Transfer 
Tax, among other costs. In 
most cases, assuming the ap-
praised value of the property 
is sufficient, you can arrange 
the purchase so that the 
seller will give you a credit 
out of the purchase price to 
assist with your purchaser’s 
closing costs. For example, 
if you have an agreement to 
buy a property for $100,000, 
but want to preserve a little 
of your cash on hand, you 
can suggest a purchase price 
of $105,000, with the seller 
giving you a $5,000 credit 
towards your closing costs. 

This can allow you to utilize 
less of your cash on hand to 
fund the closing, and instead 
utilize funds you are borrow-
ing from your bank.
  Do remember to contact 

the power company and set 
up an account with them so 
you don’t have any disrup-
tion in power. Do obtain 
homeowner’s insurance in 
advance of the closing, so 
they can have your insurance 
begin as soon as you own the 
property.
  Do make sure you have 

all your closing funds acces-
sible in time to close. Sell-
ing stocks, moving funds 
between different banks can 
require time for transactions 
to clear and allow the funds 
to be available. Plan on being 
able to provide a bank check 
to your attorney days before 
the closing, so your attorney 
has cleared funds in time to 
close. In most instances you 
will need to bring two forms 
of ID to closing, so as you 
pack up your apartment or 
house, make sure you keep 
your social security card, 
passport, or other form of 
identification accessible. If 
you are wiring funds, you 
need to personally verify 
the wiring information (not 
via email) to protect your-
self. There are risks in wir-
ing funds, so make sure you 
discuss the process with your 
attorney.

  Submitted by Ethan B. 
McNaughton, Esq., Lamb & 
McNaughton P.C., Spring-
field, Vt.

Some do’s and don’ts for home buyers
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