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BY PAULA BENSON
The Vermont Journal

PRO CTORSVILLE, 
Vt. – Before moving to 
Vermont, Massachusetts 
residents Mike and Julie 
Wood were already en-
amored with the bucolic 
New England state. They 
got married in Vermont, 
escaped to Vermont’s 
countryside whenever 
they had the chance, and 
in December 2010, made 
the decision to purchase 
the Golden Stage Inn in 
Proctorsville.
  “The best decision 

ever,” Julie exclaimed. 
“We immediately fell in 
love with the magic of 
innkeeping.”
  By increasing the 

services and amenities 
offered at the inn, the 
couple grew the business 
into a viable income and 
lifestyle, while raising 
their two youngest chil-
dren in the idyllic setting 
of rural Vermont. They 
renovated the attached 
barn into a sizeable yet 
cozy owners’ quarters, 
and Julie admits, “We 
have absolutely loved 
living here. We are sur-
rounded by employees 
and guests who have 
been an essential part of 
our love affair with inn-
keeping.”
  In July, on the inn’s 

Facebook page, Julie 
shared a post revealing 
that she and Mike, af-
ter much consideration, 
conversation, and medi-
tation, listed the inn for 
sale. “Alas, after thirteen 
years…we are getting 

pooped,” the 
post read in 
part.
  Julie has 

mixed feel-
ings about 
the transi-
tion. “In 
one sense, 
we are con-
flicted. We 
love what we 
do. We love 
our guests. 
[But] we 
have started 
i m a g i n -
ing what’s 
around the 
next corner.”
  Mike has been able to 

maintain his CPA career, 
and will continue to work 
with clients. Julie, on the 
other hand, is weighing op-
tions and keeping an open 
mind. She is considering a 
potential career in writing 
or teaching, perhaps anoth-
er entrepreneurial business, 
or renovating an antique 
home. 
  Mike and Julie will take 

their time finding the right 
buyers for the special place 
that has been their home 
for over a decade, and 
they have been told sell-
ing an inn can take several 
months to a year or more. 
In the meantime, Julie said 
the inn is not going any-
where, and they will “savor 
every breakfast, every guest 
greeting, every employee 
shift just that much more.”
  “We have always been 

grateful for our guests, our 
employees, and our life-
style, but now this gratitude 
is infused with a sweet nos-
talgia we’ve not felt before,” 

Julie expressed.
  On Sept. 14, from 10 

a.m. – 4 p.m., the Golden 
Stage Inn will host the Ver-
mont Golden Honey Festi-
val for the 12th year. Part 
farmers market, part craft 
fair, the festival features lo-
cal produce and hot food 
vendors, artists and craft-
ers selling their unique 
creations, beekeepers, and 
bee-themed items like hon-
eybee print fabrics, honey 
gin, beeswax balms and 
soaps, and more. Friends 
and cohosts Craig and Jess 
Goodman of Goodman’s 
American Pie in Ludlow 
created their signature 
honey apple pizza for the 
inaugural event, and will 
be there as always, serving 
from their 1940s tow truck/
mobile wood-fired beehive 
pizza oven.
  The Woods are not plan-

ning to move too far from 
the inn, and plan to remain 
in the Okemo Valley area, 
the adopted home they 
treasure.

New adventures 
await Golden Stage 
innkeepers

The Golden Stage Inn in Proctorsville has 
been listed for sale.
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BY NICK GIBERTI
The Vermont Journal

LUDLOW, Vt. – On Mon-
day, Aug. 5, the Ludlow Se-
lectboard met for their reg-
ularly scheduled monthly 
meeting, continuing their 
discussion of ARPA fund-
ing and the ongoing issue 
with a class 4 section of 
Preedom Hill Road.
  Prior to those discus-

sions however, Ludlow 
resident James O’Malley 
addressed the board re-
garding the Jewell Brook 
Dam spillways, two of 
which are in need of re-
pair, telling the board that 
“75 miles difference in 
those thunderstorms [on 
July 10], and we’d be in a 
very different situation.” 
Town manager Brendan 
McNamara explained to 
O’Malley that the designs 
and approval for the spill-
way remediation project 
were completed, but that 
that the town was waiting 
on the federal government 
to begin the work. The to-
tal cost for the project is 
$750,000. O’Malley ques-
tioned the decision to wait 
on the federal government, 
asking “Do we think it’s 
wise…to rely on an entity 
that’s $35 trillion in debt?” 
McNamara conceded that 
this was a “valid point.”
  Next on the agenda, 

Tim Calabrese, direc-
tor of Ludlow Area Sport 
Trails (LAST), rose to re-
quest from the board an 
allocation of ARPA funds 
totaling $193,000. These 
funds, Calabrese explained, 
would be used to complete 
the mountain biking trail 
project running behind 
Fletcher Farm and into 
Cavendish, as well as in 
the other direction toward 
Plymouth.

  While the board was 
largely supportive of the 
work LAST has done and 
continues to do on the 
trails, most members felt 
that the amount requested 
was too much for a single 
project. Calabrese argued 
that mountain biking is 
becoming a large driver 
of economic activity in 
the non-skiing seasons for 
many towns, which would 
justify the large investment. 
However, the board largely 
remained firm on their 
stance, and board mem-
ber Noah Schmidt asked 
Calabrese what amount he 
would need to “keep the 
project going.” Calabrese 
told Schmidt that, to finish 
a section he referred to as 
the “back 40,” LAST would 
need around $46,000. The 
board then tabled the dis-
cussion for the next meet-
ing, as the agenda item was 
not warned as a possible al-
location.
  Two more ARPA fund-

ing allocations were then 
made. The first was for 
Fletcher Memorial Library 
in the amount of $30,700, 
for necessary repairs and 
maintenance. The second 
went to Ludlow’s emer-
gency services depart-
ments, to reposition radio 
repeaters and provide a 
command vehicle to Fire 
Chief Ben Whalen, to al-
low him to respond more 
effectively to calls without 
resorting to his personal 
vehicle, which McNamara 
described as a “liability” for 
the town. Echoing past dis-
cussion, some board mem-
bers, particularly Hyjek 
and Schmidt, felt that us-
ing ARPA funds this way 
was a missed opportunity 
to expand recreation, as 
they felt town voters would 
support an increased emer-

gency services budget. 
However, board mem-
ber George Tucker re-
minded the board that 
the original intended use 
of ARPA money was for 
emergency services and 
infrastructure, and that 
use for recreation was 
added later.
  The board also contin-

ued discussion of what 
to do about class 4 roads 
in Ludlow, specifically 
in regards to a class 4 
section of Preedom Hill 
Road which has had a 
recent problem with 
ATV traffic. McNamara 
enumerated the options 
previously discussed, 
those being reclassifica-
tion as a trail, or a class 4 
road ordinance prohibit-
ing ATV use. The board, 
however, generally felt 
that the issue was one of 
enforcement, believing 
that no ordinance could 
be properly enforced 
without wasting police 
department resources 
that were better applied 
elsewhere.
  Without naming 

names, Tucker pointed 
out that the main of-
fenders were “known 
quantities,” and that the 
board had discussed a 
plan of action “internal-
ly” with regard to these 
specific individuals. Mc-
Namara determined to 
follow this plan of action 
and report back at the 
next selectboard meet-
ing as to whether it had 
any impact on the ATV 
issue. The board then 
tabled the discussion, 
taking no action.
  The next Ludlow Se-

lectboard meeting will 
be held on Sept. 2, La-
bor Day, at 6 p.m., in the 
Heald Auditorium.

Ludlow class 4 road 
talk stalls, ARPA 
funds allocated

WESTON, Vt. – The 
Orton family, proprietors 
of The Vermont Country 
Store, announced recently 
that they have partnered 
with Manchester’s Depot 
62 Cafe owners Leyla and 
Alp Basdogan to open a 
new restaurant next door to 
their store in Weston, called 
Leyla’s.
  “We have always been 

honored to serve our cus-
tomers lunch in Weston, 
whether it was a lunch 
counter in the back of the 
store in the 1940s, our be-
loved Bryant House restau-
rant that we opened in the 
early 1950s, or, most recent-
ly, Mildred’s Grill, named 
for our late grandmother, 
Mildred Ellen Orton,” said 
Eliot Orton. Leyla’s will car-
ry on this tradition with a 
new wood-fired oven as the 
central focus in the historic 
building, which still houses 

a vintage mahogany bar, 
eating rooms, and seasonal 
dairy bar.
  Over the years, many 

locals and visitors have en-
joyed the Mediterranean 
cuisine at Depot 62, espe-
cially the incredible wood-
fired pizzas that had been 
longtime customer favor-
ites. “We have been close 
friends with Leyla and Alp 
for the last 20 years, and 
our children grew up to-
gether. They run an out-
standing business in Man-
chester,” said Orton. “Five 
years ago, they cut back 
on pizzas after a change in 
staffing. Ever since then, 
customers have begged 
that they bring them back. 
Leyla’s in Weston is going to 
be amazing, with legendary 
pizza, salads, and ultimately 
many more options as the 
business evolves.”
   “We are so excited to be 

working with Eliot on 
this project and the many 
talented folks at The Ver-
mont Country Store who 
are making this pos-
sible,” said Alp Basdo-
gan. “We’re excited that 
our family will be work-
ing alongside this great 
family business to create 
something wonderful 
for their customers and 
the larger community of 
Weston and surround-
ing towns. We heard a 
lot from folks, and there 
is definitely a buzz of ex-
citement in the air.”
  Please come and en-

joy Leyla’s Restaurant in 
Weston soon, and wel-
come Leyla and Alp’s 
family. Stay tuned for 
updates on The Vermont 
Country Store’s Face-
book page where more 
announcements will be 
made. 

Leyla’s Restaurant 
coming soon to Weston

S. LONDONDERRY, 
Vt. – The South Lon-
donderry Reimagining 
Task Force was granted by 
the selectboard an exten-
sion for the South Lon-
donderry Master Plan 
project, funded by a Mu-
nicipal Planning Grant 
and in collaboration with 
Stevens & Associates 
(S&A), our consultants. 
The task force aims to 
ensure community par-
ticipation and successful 
project completion with-
in the originally intended 
scope before 2025.
  The project com-

menced with Stevens in 
early spring 2024, with 
the initial phase/walk-
around focusing on the 
general site and analyzing 
challenges and opportu-
nities.
  The first community 

meeting was on April 24, 
publicized through social 
media, posters, a posted 
agenda, and online an-
nouncements, which 
resulted in an excellent 
community turnout. 

The creative atmosphere 
was positive, informed, and 
productive; the residents 
shared their concerns, ideas, 
and visions for South Lon-
donderry’s future. Feedback 
was collected on maps, with 
assets, constraints, and sug-
gestions indicated.
  S&A developed three ini-

tial concepts, incorporating 
high-level visionary ideas 
and designing more imme-
diately achievable projects. 
Feedback from the commu-
nity has been and will be in-
strumental in refining these 
concepts. These conceptual 
plans will evolve through a 
robust research and devel-
opment phase. Efforts are 
ongoing to engage key town 
partners, including VTrans, 
VTDEC, EPA, and GMP, to 
integrate their input into the 
master plan.
  With our extension now 

into the fall, there will be a 
schedule of additional com-
munity engagement activi-
ties/committee meetings, 
leading up to our next full 
community meeting with 
Stevens & Associates in mid-

late September, enabling 
us as residents to conduct 
further outreach, including 
creating enhanced and in-
formative publicity through 
flyers, posters, and social 
media to engage South 
Londonderry community 
members as well as greater 
Londonderry; developing 
independent, smaller com-
mittees and public meetings 
to gather more compre-
hensive community input 
(these meetings will happen 
in mid-late August and early 
September, then continue 
into the late fall); continu-
ing with ongoing collabo-
ration with town partners 
to ensure all perspectives 
are considered; gathering 
information about our his-
toric district designation, 
performing a building in-
ventory, and developing a 
status report; researching 
the status of the Route 100 
bridge at the town center, of 
interest to town residents; 
looking into a Sidewalk Fea-
sibility Study, requested by 

South Londonderry 
Reimagining Task Force

See PLAN on Page 2



LUDLOW, Vt. – Okemo 
Valley TV has recognized 
volunteers, including board 
members and community 
producers, who have made 
important contributions to 
the nonprofit community 
media organization.
  At its Annual Meeting on 

June 27, two outgoing board 
members were recognized 
for their longevity of service. 
First, George Thomson, 
who served for 19 years, was 
presented with the Commu-
nity Impact Award, for his 
longtime dedication to the 
organization, as well as con-
tributions to the wider com-
munity. Outgoing board 
member Noah Schmidt 
was recognized for his con-
tribution to the board over 
the last eight years, includ-
ing serving as board presi-
dent over the past four. The 
board also thanked another 
outgoing member, Zachary 
McNaughton, for his volun-
teer service. Newt Rose was 
re-elected to another term 
on the board, while Sammy 
Blanchette and Stefan Beau-

mont were newly-elected.
  Okemo Valley TV has also 

recognized the community 
members and volunteers 
who have made noteworthy 
contributions in the pro-
duction of programming 
over the past year. The four 
annual Producer Awards 
were presented for Produc-
er of the Year, Best Youth 
Programming, Community 
Impact, and Outstanding 
Achievement. This year’s 
winners of the Producer 
Awards are: Claire McKey 
Berkman, Producer of the 
Year, for the production 
of the Yoh Theatre Players 
vlog, which was a series of 
behind the scenes segments 
of productions from the 
student theater program 
at Woodstock Union High 
School throughout the 
past school year; Caven-
dish Fletcher Community 
Librarian Amy McMullen, 
Youth Programming, for 
the recording of her series 
of Story Time readings, 
as well as for her involve-
ment in the Cavendish after 

school media club, result-
ing in the production of 
“Little Miss Muffet;” The 
Rev. Joseph and Jessica Ar-
nold from Calvary Church 
in Proctorsville, Outstand-
ing Achievement, for pro-
viding recordings of their 
church services to Okemo 
Valley TV for many years – 
the audio and video quality 
are high-value, demonstrat-
ing mastery of the technical 
aspects of the production 
process; and Will Simmo-

neau of TecGym Sports, 
Community Service 
Award, for the ongo-
ing coverage of youth 
sports. Simmoneau has 
provided recordings of 
numerous youth basket-
ball, baseball, and soc-
cer games. These include 
basketball tournaments 
at Ludlow Community 
Center, as well as Ameri-
can Legion Post 36 base-
ball games from Pullinen 
Field.

Okemo Valley TV recognizes 
volunteers
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residents; performing 
outreach to local business 
owners; and gathering in-
formation.
  Mimi and Emmett will 

keep you posted about all 
future meetings. There 
was some confusion at 
our first meeting about 
the community vs. com-
mittee designations. As 
the information gather-
ing develops, commu-
nity members will have 
the opportunity to break 
down into smaller com-
mittee groups to research 
various ideas should the 
topic pique their curios-
ity. Please contact Mimi 
or Emmett if you want 
to work on some topic, 
including those above, in 
more depth.
  Mimi can be reached at 

maryadamslines@gmail.
com, and Emmett can be 
reached at anjalifarmvt@
gmail.com.
  In the Stevens & As-

sociates Reimagining 
Master Plan for South 

Londonderry, our goal is to 
create flexible scenarios to 
accommodate growth, meet 
resident needs, and attract 
new businesses. The Mas-
ter Plan is not final and can 
be adjusted as needed.  By 
listening to residents, we 
will develop a comprehen-
sive plan that can serve as a 
point of departure for future 
changes as the town grows. 
We are focusing on a village 
center that promotes walk-
ability, traffic calming, and 
connectivity; that covers 
the wastewater study area, 
the historic district, and the 
mixed-use town center; and 
promotes existing business-
es and residential properties 
and our housing needs. The 
gradual development will be 
done in small stages, funded 
through grants and private 
investment. Building our 
business community will 
strengthen our business tax 
base.
  We welcome everyone to 

be a part of and collaborate 
in this thrilling reimagining 
process with Stevens & As-
sociates. These professionals 
will help you envision the 
possibilities.

PLAN
From Page 1

LRC Duck Race
LUDLOW, Vt. – Ludlow Rotary Club (LRC) President 
George Thomson is pictured holding a rubber ducky as 
the LRC kicks off planning for its 25th annual Duck Race 
down the Black River on Saturday, Aug. 24, at 12 p.m. 
The rubber duckies, purchased by individuals and busi-
nesses, get dumped into the river from the Depot Street 
bridge, and finish at the Walker Bridge.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Clockwise from top left: Claire McKey Berkman, Amy Mc-
Mullen, The Rev. Joseph Arnold, Noah Schmidt, George 
Thomson, and Will Simmoneau.

PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Black River Rod and Gun 
Club (BRRGC) will be 
hosting their annual Field 
Day on Sunday, Aug. 11, 
2024, from 11 a.m. – 3 
p.m., at the BRRGC range 
on Rod and Gun Club 
Road in Ludlow. This 
event is free and open to 
the public.
  There will be a variety 

of activities available, from 
trap shooting to a slew of 

pistols, rifles, and shotguns 
available to test fire. A rifle 
will be raffled off, and there 
will be a barbecue with hot 
dogs, hamburgers, salads, 
and more, available by dona-
tion.
  The BRRGC would like 

to extend an invitation to all 
who would like to join for 
fun, food, and music. Ques-
tions can be directed to Ste-
ven Howard, president of the 
BRRGC, at 802-779-4447.

BRRGC annual 
Field Day

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
This summer, the historic 
Custer Sharp House, at 
2461 Middletown Road in 
Londonderry, is hosting art 
classes in addition to his-
toric exhibits, talks, and a 
gallery show by local artists. 
  In July and early August, 

artist and former kinder-
garten teacher Bev Foster 
taught classes in needle-
work and watercolor for 
children. 
  On Aug. 12-16, Art teach-

er Casey Junker Bailey will 
be offering her popular Art 
with the Masters class for 

children ages 6 and up. Stu-
dents will meet in a lovely 
studio attached to the house, 
and spend Monday-Friday 
afternoons making art in-
spired by famous artists. As 
they create drawings, paint-
ings, collage, and sculpture, 
students will explore a wide 
variety of materials and ar-
tistic styles. This year, they 
will be inspired by artists 
Gustav Klimt, Henri Rous-
seau, Georgia O’Keeffe, 
Frida Kahlo, and Vermont 
artist Stephen Huneck. The 
class runs from 1-3:30 p.m. 
daily. The cost for the week 

includes all materials and 
a simple snack. As always, 
class will end with a celebra-
tory art show for family and 
friends. 
  The public is invited to 

join us at the Custer Sharp 

House on Friday, Aug. 
16, at 2:30 p.m., for art 
making and refresh-
ments. For information 
and registration, con-
tact caseyjunkerbailey@
gmail.com.

Summer Art at Custer Sharp

Kids create art at the Custer Sharp House in Londonderry.
PHOTO PROVIDED

RON PATCH ~ Buying Antiques
Photographs, Military Items, Clocks, Guns, Coins,

802-374-0119
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CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

LARGE FAST FOOD MENU INCLUDING:
Hamburgers • Hotdogs • Fries • Chicken Fingers • Onion Rings & More!

33 FLAVORS OF HARD ICE CREAM 33 FLAVORS OF HARD ICE CREAM 
22 FLAVORS FRESH SOFT SERVE22 FLAVORS FRESH SOFT SERVE

Non-Fat Yogurt • Sherbet • Sugar-Free Ice Cream • Dairy-Free

72 YEARS ON THE CORNER72 YEARS ON THE CORNER
140 Rockingham St. | 463-9816 | Bellows Falls, VT140 Rockingham St. | 463-9816 | Bellows Falls, VT

Dari JoyDari Joy
SUMMER HOURS
7 Days a Week, 11 am – 10 pm

Prime Rib Thursdays
With Steak Fries or Mashed Potatoes, and Cole Slaw. 

Every Thursday 4pm to Close. 

Only $2495

BY RON PATCH
802-374-0119

ronpatch27@gmail.com

  Quills
  I have some experience 

with hedgehogs and quills. 
Growing up we had beagles 
for rabbit hunting. It wasn’t 
uncommon for a young, 
inexperienced beagle to get 
quilled. 
  From my most recent 

article I repeat this para-
graph about the Manches-
ter panther. 

  “THOMPSON’S VER-
MONT APPENDIX 1853
  “In taking off the skin, 

the head, neck and inner 
sides of the fore legs were 
found very much filled 
with Hedge-Hog quills, 
which, in many cases, had 
passed entirely through the 
skin and were deeply em-
bedded in the flesh.” 

  This paragraph really 
bothered me. This animal 
suffered terribly. The quills 
migrated deeper and deep-
er as time passed. It got 
me to thinking about what 
Dad taught me. 
  Quills vary in length and 

color. Three inches long is 
probably average. What I 
call a hedgehog, others call 
a porcupine. Hedgehogs 
are covered with quills. The 
business end of a quill has 
hundreds of sharp barbs. 
These barbs protrude off 
the quill at a reverse an-
gle. This makes them very 
painful to remove. Imagine 
a modern barbed fish hook 
embedded in the palm of 
your hand. Now imagine 
it had to be extracted from 
whence it came. A beagle 
could have as many as 30 
quills in its mouth, nose, 
and tongue.

  When one of our dogs 
got quilled, I would sit on 
top of it and hold it down. 
With a pair of scissors, 
Dad clipped off the tips of 
the quills. Then, with pli-
ers, Dad pulled each quill. 
All the while we sympa-
thetically said, “Good girl, 
Heidi.” 
  Quills are hollow and 

filled with air. By clipping 
the tips off the quills, the 
air escapes, somewhat de-
flating the quill, making 
quills a little less painful 
to pull. Still, it is so painful 
that dogs never forgot the 
experience. Very few dogs 
would ever attack a hedge-
hog again. Woe to the bea-
gle that did.
  Dad explained to me 

what could happen if we 
did nothing. A quill will 
continue to work its way 
deeper if not removed. 

This is confirmed in 
the Manchester panther. 
Dad said a quill could 
work along the snout 
of a beagle, and end up 
piercing an eye or brain. 
It was crucial all quills 
were removed.
  When we thought we 

had all the quills, we 
would take our fingers 
and pass them over the 
snout and chin, feeling. 

If you had missed a quill, 
you would find it this way.
  For some reason, Dad 

named every female beagle 
we had Heidi. I remem-
ber one male beagle with 
AKC papers. His name was 
Mickey Finn. Mickey was a 
slow learner.
  Our best beagles came 

from John Maranville up 
in East Wallingford. He 
raised, trained, and sold 
beagles. John had a reputa-
tion for the best dogs.

  Hillary
  Hillary was a second-

hand dog from Springfield 
Humane Society. She was a 
shepherd/beagle mix. She 
loved to hunt. We spent 
many days in the woods.

  About 25 years ago, Lin-
da and I were snowshoeing 
deep behind my place. As 
usual, Hillary would run 
off great distances, but she 
always came back after 45 
minutes or so to check on 
us. When Hillary returned 
this day, she had a face full 
of quills.
  We came home. I sat on 

her, cut the quill tips off, 
and with pliers, pulled the 
quills one at a time. Today I 
would take a dog to the vet.

  A baby porcupine
  Recently at Kendall 

church we got to talk-
ing about hedgehogs and 
quills. Lee told us about a 
baby porcupine he once 
found. He said it was 
about the size of a peach 
or pear. Its quills were not 
yet fully developed. Lee 
said the quills were prickly, 
but wouldn’t puncture the 
skin.

  Mi’kmaq quill boxes
  In the antiques business 

I learned about quill boxes 

decades ago. Native Ameri-
cans used quills to decorate 
objects. I have seen and 
owned what we call “quill 
boxes” in my trade. Quill 
boxes were an East Coast 
woodland Indian creation. 
  I have seen small dresser 

boxes, sometimes made of 
sweet grass, with the lid 
decorated with quills. I 
was always told they were 
Mi’kmaq Indian from 
Maine. The Mi’kmaq sold 
these quill boxes to tourists 
a hundred years ago.
  Most often quills are 

laid parallel to each other, 
but sometimes the crafter 
made geometric patterns, 
carefully selecting colors. 
They can be beautiful.
  And then there’s the 

1950s reintroduction of 
the fisher cat, and why. 
That’s another story.

  This week’s old saying: 
“What is your point?” 
Reply: “Just beyond your 
grasp.”

Some quill history

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – 
With costumes, banners, 
swords, a coffin, and other 
artifacts, the Saxtons River 
Historical Society (SRHS) 
has mounted a display that 
highlights the local Odd 
Fellows lodge from its be-
ginnings in 1888.
  The items are being seen 

for the first time, after hav-
ing been stored for many 
years in a locked room at 
the Main Street Arts build-
ing, where the lodge met for 
about 100 years.
  “We are grateful to Main 

Street Arts for allowing 
these historic treasures 
to be preserved, and for 
donating them to the his-
torical society,” said SRHS 
President Louise Luring. 
  “We always had some 

idea who the Odd Fellows 
are, but, while preparing 
the display, we have learned 
so much more about the 
important mutual aid role 
they played in the welfare 
of the community,” 
  With the slogan “Friend-

ship, Love, Truth,” the com-
mand of the Odd Fellows 
has always been to “visit the 
sick, relieve the distressed, 
bury the dead, and educate 
the orphan.”
  Saxtons River Lodge #33 

of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows (IOOF) was 
a spin off from the lodge in 
Bellows Falls, which had 
grown so large that the Sax-
tons River members decid-
ed to start their own. 
  The original group of 13 

founders included George 
Riley Tower, a veteran of 
the Civil War who enlisted 
at 17 and spent four years in 
service to the Union Army, 
the last year as a captive in 
the notorious Anderson-
ville prison. Tower and the 
others were carpenters, 
wagon makers, stonema-
sons, bricklayers and other 
so-called blue-collar work-
ers. Tower took leadership 
as the lodge’s first Noble 
Grand.
  A parallel female orga-

nization, the Daughters of 

Rebekah, was established 
in the 1850s, and organized 
in 1890 in Saxtons River 
as Crystal Rebekah Lodge 
#14.
  The Saxtons River group 

was similar to the original 
Odd Fellows, who joined 
together in England in the 
18th century for mutual 
assistance. One theory for 
their name is that it was 
considered odd for people 
to help each other in this 
way. Another is that they 
did odd jobs to make ends 
meet, just as many Ver-
monters do today.
  The first lodge in Ameri-

ca was formed in New York 

City in 1806 by three boat 
builders, a comedian, a 
vocalist, and the keeper of 
the tavern where they met. 
The War of 1812 put a dent 
in membership, and it was 
not until Baltimore resi-
dent Thomas Wildey, born 
an orphan in England, be-
came involved in 1819 that 
the organization really took 
off. By 1896, it was the larg-
est fraternal organization in 
the country, with lodges in 
every state. 
  Today there are 3,500 

lodges in 26 countries, and 
one active lodge in Ver-
mont, Queen City Lodge 
#01 in Burlington. All for-

mer restrictions on race 
and gender have been re-
moved over time, and now 
membership is open to all.
  The historical society 

exhibit features costumes 
used for reenacting Bibli-
cal stories such as David 
and Goliath and the Good 
Samaritan, complete with 
lances, truncheons, David’s 
harp, and the head of Goli-
ath. There are also symbols 
of Odd Fellows virtues on 
banners that were used in 
the degree ceremonies, a 
skeleton in a coffin to re-
mind members of their 
mortality and the need to 
act now, and costumes for 
every officeholder.
   The historical society is 

open every Sunday, from 
2 to 4 p.m. in the warmer 
months, and by request. It 
can be reached at saxrivhis-
toric@gmail.com.

Odd Fellows artifacts at Saxtons 
River Historical Society

A man photographs a porcupine on the roof of the Boy Scout camp on Okemo.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

Barbs on a quill.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

A symbol of mortality and the costume of the Good Samari-
tan’s attacker in the Odd Fellows display.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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political opinion

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Subject to space. May be edited for clarity, grammati-

cal errors, and libelous statements. Must be kept under 
400 words. Must include name and town for publication. 
Viewpoints do not necessarily reflect the views of The 
Vermont Journal & The Shopper.

POLITICAL LETTERS
Due to the volume of political letters we receive during 

elections, and the increased cost of adding pages to the 
paper to print them all, political letters  are charged at the 
rate of $75 for 200 words, and $0.50 per word thereaf-
ter. Political letters include endorsing, electioneering, or 
campaigning for a sepcific candidate or party.

DERK BEARDMORE
beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

General Contracting 

 Construction 

Excavating

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT

www.barrsbuilders.com

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art  Crafts Gifts & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7
www.galleryvault.org

Shop Summer Table Runners, Glassware, Pottery, Jewelry, 
Scarves, Gifts for Babies & Children

Open Wall Show: Celebration
(10/16/24 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-
tions on up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our 
clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer 
care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.
mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/20/24 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. 
Framing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hard-
wood flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered 
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in 
Proctorsville. 802-558-5267. 
(08/14/24 - 13)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2024! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(08/07/24 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
10am-6pm. 
(08/14/24 - TFN - 52)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/29/25 - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including veneer, 
walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 32 years ex-
perience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or stoneart49@gmail.
com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(08/21/24 - 13)

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. 
Contact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@
gmail.com.  
(12/04/24 - 26)

Organic Lawn & Land Care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN
Serving Chester and surrounding towns

Now Accepting New Customers- Our commitment to fully or-
ganic lawn and garden care practices gives you peace of 
mind for all the kids, pets, nature, and friends using your yard. 
Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet, so you 
can relax while we make your property beautiful for you.

We’re Different- Green Bee has earned an Organic Land Man-
agement Professional Accreditation and can tailor a plan for 
managing your property to meet your goals. Large or small, all 
properties will benefit from utilizing this approach.

We are fully insured, reliable, and priced right. Like us on Face-
book and Reach Out Today to secure your spot! Call, text, or 
email: 802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com.
(08/07/24 - 26)

Tools
$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$
PLANES , AXES, STANLEY ITEMS, ETC.
802-579-5891
(09/18/24)

BLACK RIVER GOOD NEIGHBOR SERVICES 
SENDS BEST WISHES & SINCERE REGRETS OF THE UPCOMING 

RELOCATION OF TWO OF OUR CORE MEMBERS:
BOB KOTTCAMP and PETER LABELLE

THEY HAVE SERVED OUR COMMUNITY TIRELESSLY OVER THE YEARS.
WE WILL MISS THEM. FAREWELL GENTLEMEN.

Dear Editor,

  My name is Gerald Mal-
loy. I am running for U.S. 
Senate. I love Vermont 
and, frankly, all Vermont-
ers have a critical decision 
to make: move forward, or 
continue struggling.
  The banner on my self-

proclaimed socialist op-
ponent’s X/Twitter account 
reads “the struggle con-
tinues.” Please think about 
that. Vermont is unafford-
able, unsafe, and a place to 
leave – and it all has hap-
pened on his watch. 
  We’ve seen 12 vetoes 

from our governor overrid-
den by the supermajority, 
and those overrides deliv-
ered the 14% average prop-
erty tax and an additional 

carbon tax of $3.20/gallon.
  Every day I meet Ver-

monters 18-50 that are mov-
ing away. Older Vermonters 
are truly struggling – yet 
Congress keeps running 
up the $35,000,000,000,000 
debt. 
  Vermont is not business 

friendly.
  Career politicians have 

led us to this state.
  We’ve seen the truth 

come out, the mislead-
ing, about President 
Biden’s capacities. We’ve 
seen all three members 
of Vermont’s Congres-
sional delegation skip the 
Israel PM’s visit. We’ve 
seen an assassination at-
tempt.
  Now is not the time to 

check out.
  My opponent has been 

a member of Congress 
for 34 years. He has de-
livered little except false 
promises; self-fulfilling 
“the struggle continues.” 
Please check my website, 
www.deploymalloy.com. 
I respectfully request 
your vote for U.S. Senate.

Paid for by Gerald 
Malloy For U.S. Senate 
Limited

Gerald Malloy.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Dear Editor,

  Please give Cris Ericson 
a write-in vote for U.S. 
Senator on the Progres-
sive ballot. Thank you.
  I have the best plan to 

bring the most federal tax 
dollars back to Vermont. 
When the U.S. Congress 
votes to give our federal 
tax dollars to corpora-
tions as subsidies, they 
make products they sell 
internationally and they 
don’t give us a share of 
their profits, even though 
they made them using 
our taxpayer dollars.
  I will go to Washing-

ton, D.C., and demand a 
fair share of profits that 
corporations, pharmaceuti-
cal companies, and defense 
contractors make using our 
tax dollars taken from our 
paychecks, sent to the IRS, 
and then given by votes of 
the U.S. Congress to the 
National Institute of Health, 
the Pentagon, and corpora-
tions, all of whom shuffle 
the bucks around to profit-
making ventures.
  It is time to stop the 

U.S. Congress from vot-
ing to give our hard-earned 
money away unless we get a 

share of the profits. Other 
candidates talk about the 
rich getting richer and hard-
working people struggling 
more, but I am teaching 
you, on my website, how 
they do it. 
  Please give me, Cris Eric-

son, a write-in vote for U.S. 
Senator on the Progressive 
ballot.
  Please visit my websites, 

www.vt2024.com and www.
crisericson.com. To contact 
me, text 802-289-1000.

Paid for by Cris Ericson
Chester, Vt.

REGION – Summer is 
beginning to fade away. 
Sadly, daylight hours are 
in decline, but scam ac-
tivity continues to grow. 
  We tend to believe that 

intelligence can protect 
us from harm. A com-
monly heard statement 
is “I’m too smart to be 
scammed!” The reality 
is that being “smart” is 
not a protection against 
fraud, regardless of one’s 
knowledge, education, 
or area of expertise. Just 
read about these well-
known celebrities from 
a variety of fields who 
joined the victims list: 
Sandy Koufax, John Mal-

kovich, Steven Spielberg, 
Ben Stiller. What do they 
have in common? They’re 
well-educated, highly suc-
cessful, and trusted the 
wrong people with their fi-
nances. In fact, being well-
educated can be seen as 
why some people become 
scam targets; higher edu-
cation often translates into 
higher income.
  A second myth: “I have 

nothing of value for a scam-
mer.” Wealth, while certain-
ly attractive to criminals, 
is not the key to victimiza-
tion. The end goal is finan-
cial gain through theft and 
use of assets or personal 
information. For example, 
a younger person can be an 
attractive target for identity 
theft where data is used to 
impersonate and create new 
credit or bank accounts. 
  Finally, there is a sense 

that “fraud is something 
that happens to old people.” 
Yes, that is true. The elderly 
are victimized, but so are 
the new-born and everyone 
in between. Con artists are 
truly nondiscriminatory. 
Victim age, gender, person-
al health, sexual orienta-
tion, race, religion, national 
origin, marital status, as-
sets, or physical location re-
ally do not matter. To para-
phrase a marketing slogan, 
“There’s a scam for that!”
  The Federal Trade Com-

mission regularly compiles 
statistics on scams and 
fraud, noting that there is 
a higher likelihood of vic-
timization between the 
ages of 25-45 than for se-
nior citizens. Seniors, who 
typically have more assets, 
see higher dollar losses, 
but successfully scamming 
younger people can have a 
high long-term payoff. The 
likelihood of a scam vic-

tim being scammed again 
is higher than those who 
have not been victimized. 
Common sense may say, 
“Fool me once, shame on 
you; fool me twice, shame 
on me.” The reality is that 
most of those who are 
scammed do not truly learn 
from the episode. Consider 
this as you might consider 
New Year’s Resolutions. On 
Jan. 1, we resolve to lose 10 
pounds by Valentine’s Day. 
By the third week of Janu-
ary we have abandoned the 
cause. It’s not a matter of 
forgetting the resolution; it 
is a matter of changing be-
havior. Similarly, suffering 
losses a second time is not 
the result of a lack of educa-
tion or abandonment, it is 
a failure to change root be-
haviors that led to the first 
loss.
  Fraud self-defense, wheth-

er in dismissing the myths 
or by increasing awareness, 
requires a commitment to 
behavior change; recogniz-
ing risky behavior on the 
phone, online, or in per-
son. AARP Fraud Watch 
focuses on public education 
and awareness of the fraud 
environment and ecosys-
tem through distribution 
of literature, public media, 
special events, and semi-
nars. Contact me, egreen-
blott@aarp.org, if you are 
interested in accessing our 
resources or scheduling a 
presentation. Also, consider 
becoming an AARP Fraud 
Watch volunteer to assist in 
raising awareness in others. 
We assist in training, and 
the nature of your involve-
ment is yours to determine.

  Elliott Greenblott is a 
retired educator and coor-
dinator of the AARP Ver-
mont Fraud Watch Net-
work.

Who are scam victims?



Scott K. Chapman, 1958-2024 Marilyn Gagliardi, 1936-2024

Donna M. Law, 1945-2024

David Savoy, 1928-2024 

OBITUARIES: A basic 200-word obituary is 
$75, and $0.50 per word thereafter. A black and 

white photo is an additional $10. Email to editor@
vermontjournal.com by Monday at 12 p.m.
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obituariesCHURCH SERVICES

CHURCH SERVICES: 
We run Church Services 

on an alternating 
schedule. Subject to 

space. All services are 
posted online at www.
VermontJournal.com.

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your  
piece of Vermont  

to fit your Dreams!

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN

bmw 
painters
      box 6, weston, vt

• commercial 
   & residential

• paperhanging

• drywalls

• aerial truck

• free estimates

Ray Wilcox
802-875-3391

Cell 802-384-1933

• Since 1969 •

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

15 Barker St.
Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479
Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

The surviving siblings of Francis Clark, who is currently 
buried in the Pleasant View Cemetery in Ludlow, Vermont, 
have requested the exhumation of his remains for the purpose 
of reburial in his parents, Allen and Rachel Clark’s, cemetery 
plot in the same cemetery. Descendants of Francis, the Lud-
low Cemetery Commissioner or other municipal authority 
responsible for the cemetery may object to the proposed 
exhumation by filing a complaint with the Windsor County 
Probate Division.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Scott Kelley Chapman, 66, 
died on June 1, 2024, in 
Springfield, Vt., the same 
town where he was born on 
April 3, 1958.
  Named after Randolph 

Scott the cowboy, he emu-
lated his name by dedicat-
ing his life to helping oth-
ers. He was a lover of music 
and all things dark choco-
late. Driving around Ver-
mont and New Hampshire, 
you can see his life’s work as 
a carpenter preserved like a 
museum. From elementary 
schools to home additions, 
Scott helped design and 
actualize dreams for those 
in the Upper Valley and 
beyond. As a loyal throw-
ing and vaulting coach, he 
helped bring the indoor 
and outdoor track and field 
teams to many champion-
ships over 14 years. As an 
extra gift, he created unfor-
gettable memories coach-
ing his own kids – the little 
league team the Ligers, and 
an indoor soccer team, the 
Atomic Roosters. He al-
ways loved welcoming new 
athletes, and encouraged 
everyone to try their hard-
est. Despite battling pan-
creatic cancer for a year and 
a half, he was still bringing 
joy to others in the form of 
humor and success in track 
and field.
  Being a dedicated dad of 

Post Mills, he is survived 
by many, including his two 
loving cats Violet and Bust-

er. He is survived by Olivia, 
his life partner and mother 
of their children; his broth-
er Darrell and wife Joanne; 
as well as beloved nieces 
and nephews. He is also 
survived by his loving chil-
dren Ethan, Ella, and Cole, 
who miss him very much.
  He was predeceased by 

his parents Donald and 
Priscilla (Rumrill) Chap-
man, and his sister Carol.
  Scott will be honored at 

the Post Mills Cemetery, on 
Aug. 31, at 10 a.m. There 
will also be a special trib-
ute field meet open to the 
public at Thetford Acad-
emy, on Aug. 17, starting at 
9:15 a.m. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider contribut-
ing to a memorial plaque at 
Thetford Academy honor-
ing Scott’s track and field 
coaching. For further in-
formation about the event 
and how to donate, please 
reach out to run.jump.
throw1958@gmail.com.

Scott Chapman, 1958-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – Marilyn 
Murray Gagliardi, 87, of 
Wethersfield, Conn., and 
Ludlow, Vt., died peacefully 
on Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, 
at Hartford Hospital. Born 
on Nov. 16, 1936, in Hart-
ford, Conn., she was the 
daughter of the late Mary 
L. Murray and Salvatore J. 
Gagliardi. Marilyn earned 
her associate’s degree at 
Green Mountain Junior 
College, and her bachelor’s 
degree from the University 
of Hartford. She worked 
in public relations for the 
Fuller Brush Company and 
retired from the Travel-
ers Insurance Company. A 
woman of strong will, Mar-
ilyn was loyal, methodical, 
thrifty, and a lover of dogs 
and all things Vermont. She 
very much enjoyed the time 
she spent at her “camp” on 
Lake Rescue in Vermont. 
Marilyn was an enthusias-
tic member of the RVing 
Women for 24 years, travel-
ing throughout the United 
States with these intrepid 
women. She cheered on 
the UConn and Connecti-
cut Sun women’s basketball 
teams, and was an avid El-
vis fan. 
  Marilyn is survived by 

her nephews Clay (Lisa) 
Gregory and Mark (Kara) 
Gregory; niece Karen Ver-
santi; as well as eight great-

nephews and great-nieces; 
and her Gagliardi, Brandt, 
and Cunningham cousins. 
  In addition to her parents, 

Marilyn is predeceased by 
her brother James, and her 
companion of 43 years Bev-
erly Newton. The family is 
grateful to her wonderful 
caregiver for nearly four 
years, V. White.
  Funeral services and 

burial were held in Con-
necticut. Donations in 
Marilyn’s memory may 
be made to the American 
Cancer Society, 111 Found-
ers Plaza, 2nd Floor, East 
Hartford, CT 06108. The 
D’Esopo Funeral Chapel 
in Wethersfield, Conn., has 
been entrusted with the 
arrangements. To share a 
memory of Marilyn, please 
visit www.desopofuneral-
chapel.com.

Marilyn Gagliardi, 1936-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – Donna 
Marie Law, 79, of Ludlow, 
passed away peacefully on 
the night of July 30, 2024. 
Donna was born in Spring-
field, Vt., to Wilbert and 
Helen Law, on Dec. 27, 
1945.
  In her early years, Donna 

lived and attended schools 
in Springfield, Vt., later 
moving to Ludlow, where 
she lived up until her death. 
  Donna was known for her 

strong work ethic, holding 
several jobs, many times 
more than two at once, over 
the years. Most notably, she 
worked for Ron and Toni 
Parry of Ludlow’s Okemo 
Inn for more than two de-
cades. 
  Donna is survived by 

her son Scott Stevens and 
his wife Melissa of Mount 
Holly, Vt.; her grandson 
Brandon Stevens of Lowell, 
Mass.; and granddaughter 
Andrea Stevens of North 
Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
  Special thanks to the staff 

at the Gill Odd Fellows 
Home, and to her trusted 
physician Trish Brown of 
Ludlow Health. 
  Arrangements are un-

der the direction of Davis 
Memorial Chapel, and a 
private service will be held 
at the convenience of the 
family.

Donna Law, 1945-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
David Savoy passed away 
on July 28, 2024, at the Jack 
Byrne Center in Lebanon, 
N.H. David was born on 
April 15, 1928, in Athol, 
Mass., to Francis X. and Car-
oline (Russell) Savoy. David 
served in the United States 
Air Force as a major in the 
Korean War. David would 
spend his career in educa-
tion, and was principal of 
Central Elementary School 
in Bellows Falls for many 
years. On Nov. 25, 1954, he 
married Georgette Noel, 
who passed away in 2020.
  David was a member of St. 

Charles Church.
  David is survived by his 

son Phil Savoy of Westmin-
ster and daughter Cathy 
Savoy of Charlestown, N.H. 
He is also survived by his 
grandchildren Jessica, Lisa, 
Laura, Katelyn, and Eric; 
and great-grandchildren 
Liam, Hunter, and Magno-
lia.
  David was predeceased by 

his parents, wife Georgette, 
and son Roland Savoy.

  David was a kind and 
generous man who loved 
nothing more than to talk 
with everyone. You could 
often find him sitting on 
the porch at Sterling House, 
chatting with people that 
walked by.
  A private graveside service 

will take place in St. Charles 
Cemetery.
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street in Bellows Falls, 
Vt.

David Savoy, 1928-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
First Baptist Church of Bellows Falls, 9 Church St.
Traditional Baptist Services held Sunday mornings at 10 
a.m. Handicap accessible. 802-463-3220. 

Living Hope Assembly of God, 582 Rockingham Rd.
Pastor Brenda Farkas welcomes all to Sunday worship 
at 10 a.m., the message at 10:30 a.m. with Children’s 
Church for ages 3-7, and fellowship. Live streaming 
available at 10:30 a.m. at Living Hope Fellowship 
Facebook page, and Living Hope Fellowship Youtube. 
Services can also be found at www.sapatv.org and www.
fact8tv.com.

CAVENDISH, VT.
Cavendish Baptist Church, 2258 Main St. 
Sunday services are 10 a.m. online or in person. Online 
services are on Facebook at 10 a.m. Go to www.facebook.
com/Cavendish-Baptist-Church-258814894244302. More 
at www.CavendishBaptist.com or call 802-226-7131.

CHESTER, VT.
Chester Baptist Church, 162 Main St.
Worship is Sundays at 10:30 a.m. For more information, 
including online streaming, go to www.chesterbaptist.org.

Andover Community Church, 928 Weston-Andover Rd.
Sunday school at 9:30 a.m. and worship service 
10:45 a.m. For more information, go to www.
andovercommunitychurch.org.

GRAFTON, VT.
Grafton Community Church, 55 Main St. 
Worship begins Sunday at 10 a.m. View sermons 
on Zoom. For more information, go to www.
graftoncommunitychurch.org or call 802-843-2346.

LONDONDERRY, VT. 
First Baptist Church, 62 Crescent St., S. Londonderry
Worship service is Sunday at 10 a.m. at the 
church. Services will still be live streamed at www.
firstbaptistslondonderryvt.org/streaming-worship.html. For 
more information, visit www.firstbaptistlondonderryvt.org or 
call 802-856-7266.

LUDLOW, VT.
Ludlow Baptist Church, on the Green, 99 Main St.
Weekly worship services are in-person. Sunday school is at 
9:30 a.m. for all ages, and Sunday worship is at 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday’s prayer meeting is at 6:30 
p.m. For more information, go to www.LudlowBaptist.org.

PERKINSVILLE, VT.
Bow Baptist Church, 1102 Route 5, Weathersfield Bow
Sunday services are 10 a.m., 11 a.m., and 6 p.m., and 
Wednesday Bible Study and prayer at 7 p.m. For more 
information, call 802-546-4902. 

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
Calvary Baptist Church, 156 Main St.
Sunday services are 9:30 a.m. in person. 
Services are still streamed at www.facebook.com/
calvarybaptistchurchspringfieldvt. For more information, go 
to www.calvarylovesspringfield.com.

WALPOLE, N.H.
St. John’s Episcopal Church, corner of Westminster and 
Elm St.
Sunday services are 10 a.m. in person or via Zoom. For 
more information, go to www.stjohnswalpole.org, email 
pastor@stjohnswalpole.org, 
or leave a message at 603-
756-4533.

WESTON, VT.
The Old Parish Church, 
644 Main St.
A diverse, informal, and 
welcoming congregation. 
Sunday service begins at 
10:30 a.m. via Zoom. 
For more information, 
contact Jon Bliss, minister, 
at 802-824-4452 or email 
easthillfarm@vermontel.net.
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calendar LEGAL NOTICES

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN
TRANSFER STATION ATTENDANT

The Town of Charlestown is seeking a qualified individual 
to fill the position of Transfer Station Attendant.

This position is part time and year-round. Weekly schedule 
is Tuesday through Saturday.

Duties include but not limited to:
1. Maintaining the recycling area and insuring the proper 

disposal and classification of all recycled materials.
2. Assisting residents and commercial users in the appropri-

ate placement of refuse and recyclables.
3. Assist the Road Agent in all matters related to the opera-

tion of a solid waste/recycling facility.  

Additional requirements are a good working ethic, positive 
attitude, hard worker and a team player. 

Interested candidates should complete an application and 
submit to: Charlestown Town Office - Human Resources 
Department, PO Box 385, Charlestown NH 03603 or email 
Ddezan@charlestown-nh.gov. An application may be found 
at www.charlestown-nh.gov or at the Town Office 233 Main 
St. Charlestown, NH.

The Town of Charlestown is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF LONDONDERRY VERMONT 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
The Londonderry Development Review Board will meet at 
100 Old School St at 5:30 PM on Wednesday August 21, 2024, 
to hold a public hearing for an application from McCurdy Vt 
LLC to do a three-lot subdivision at 1533 Little Pond Rd.
 
Those interested in seeing the application, submitting written 
comments, or attending the hearings remotely should contact 
the town’s Zoning Administrator at zoningadmin@lon-
donderryvt.org. 
 
Pursuant to24 V.S.A. Sections 4464(a)(1)(c) and 4471(a), 
participation in the local proceedings is a prerequisite to take 
any subsequent appeal.

S:\Zoning\2025 DRB\LEGAL NOTICES\09.09.2024 LEGAL NOTICE.docx 

Town of Westminster  
P.O. BOX 147 WESTMINSTER, VT 05158 
Tel. 802-722- 4524 Fax 802-722-9816 
 
 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD (DRB) 
 

WESTMINSTER TOWN HALL  
 Westminster, Vermont 

 

Legal Notice 
 
The Westminster Development Review Board will meet at 6:00 pm on Monday, September 9, 2024 to 
consider the following: 
 
 
 
 

 
Application # 25-07 Application #25-07  Jonathan Whitman (Owner ) – property located at 

18 Metcalf Drive. The Applicant is requesting a lean to, stone facade, 
replacement of the existing fence with the same height vinyl fencing, 
three foot picket fence running the front of the property along Route 5, 
and a gazebo in the back of the property in the Historic District. This 
Application will be reviewed under Section 311 Site Plan Review, 
Section 445 Village District Zone and Article IX Historic 
Preservation District Zone of the adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws. 

 
Application # 25-08 Application # 25-08 Steven Thomas (Applicant) Chad & Melissa Bacon 

(owners) property located at 1226 Pine Banks Rd. The Applicant is 
requesting a Lot Line Adjustment. Application will be reviewed under 
Section 311 Site Plan Review; Section 446 Residential District; and 
215 Zoning Permit Procedures of the adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws. 
 

 
 
 
Participation in the proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to make any subsequent appeals.  
 
The application is available for review in the Westminster Town Hall, 3651 US Route 5 Westminster, 
Vermont 05158, Monday – Friday from 8:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

TOWN OF WESTON
ROAD CREW MEMBER

The Town of Weston seeks to add full-time, year-round 
member to our Road Crew. We take pride in maintaining the 
Town’s equipment, roads, and facilities and creating improve-
ments where we can, the successful applicant will be team 
players willing to do their best and learn along the way. 

Candidates are required to hold a VT Driver’s License, have 
a High School diploma or equivalent and a valid CDL Class 
B Driver’s License, successfully pass a background check, and 
participate in drug testing.

This position has benefits, including health care, and a retire-
ment package. The position is eligible for overtime. 
Mail or return your resume to: Town of Weston PO Box 
98 Weston VT 05161 or drop off at the Town Office.  You 
can also email the application to selectboard@westonvt.org  
Applications will be reviewed as received with the position 
open until filled. The Town of Weston is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

River Valley Technical Center School District
Notice of Nondiscrimination

The River Valley Technical Center does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, gender, 
sexual orientation, age, gender identity, marital/civil union 
status or disability in admission or access to, or treatment 
or employment in, its programs and activities.  Any person 
having inquiries concerning the River Valley Technical Cen-
ter’s compliance with the regulations implementing Title VI, 
Title IX, Section 504 or other state or federal non-discrimi-
nation laws or regulations is directed to contact:

Derek Williams, Assistant Director
River Valley Technical Center

307 South Street
Springfield, VT 05156

802-885-8302

AUG. 9 –
S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
On Friday, Aug. 9, at 
10:30 a.m., the South 
Londonderry Free Library is 
presenting another summer 
reading adventure, “Off 
We Go to Mexico,” with 
art teacher Casey Junker 
Bailey. Children are invited 
to learn about Mexican 
folk art as they make their 
own tinwork ornaments and 
colorful amate paintings. 
The program is free of 
charge, and appropriate for 
children of all ages. Each 
child will receive a free copy 
of the lively picture book, 
“Off We Go to Mexico,” 
thanks to a generous 
grant from The Stratton 
Foundation. For more 
information about ongoing 
monthly programs for 
children, contact the library 
at 802-824-3371.

W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
On Friday, Aug. 9, from 
5-7 p.m., Sam Chapin will 
be performing at the West 
Townshend Country Store’s 
pizza night. The store is 
located at 6573 Route 30 in 
West Townshend. For more 
information, email info@
westtownshend.org or call 
802-874-4800.

AUG. 10 –
N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
North School Preservation 
Society will hold a yard sale 
and fundraiser on Saturday, 
Aug. 5, from 9 a.m. – 2 
p.m., at 5 School Street in 
North Springfield, rain or 
shine. The sale will include a 
variety of household items, 
furniture, books, tools, 
vintage jewelry, and much 
more.

W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
On Saturday, Aug. 10, from 
5-7 p.m., The Buzzards will 
be performing at the West 
Townshend Country Store’s 
taco night. The store is 
located at 6573 Route 30 in 
West Townshend. For more 
information, email info@
westtownshend.org or call 
802-874-4800.

CLAREMONT, N.H. – 
Come enjoy a night out on 
Saturday, Aug. 10, from 
7-9 p.m., in the beautiful 
event room at the Claremont 
Senior Center, 5 Acer 
Heights, just off Maple 
Street, Claremont, N.H. 
Enjoy dancing, socializing, 
or just listening to live music 
by Gerry Grimo and the 
East Bay Dance Combo. 
Large dance floor and 
comfortable round table 
seating. Bring a friend. 

Make new friends. Light 
snacks and water provided. 
BYOB. Open to the 
public. Small cover charge 
per person. For more 
information, call 603-543-
5998.

AUG. 11 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Rick 
Redington and the Luv will 
be playing live music on 
Sunday, Aug. 11, from 
6:30-8 p.m., at Veteran’s 
Memorial Park in Ludlow. 
The rain venue is the 
Ludlow Town Hall. For more 
information, visit www.
ludlowvtparksandrec.com. 

AUG. 13 –
W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
On Tuesday, Aug. 13, from 
5-7 p.m., Bard Owl will 
be performing at the West 
Townshend Country Store’s 
burger night. The store is 
located at 6573 Route 30 in 
West Townshend. For more 
information, email info@
westtownshend.org or call 
802-874-4800.

AUG. 16 –
W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
On Friday, Aug. 16, from 
5-7 p.m., The Buzzards will 
be performing at the West 
Townshend Country Store’s 
pizza night. The store is 
located at 6573 Route 30 in 
West Townshend. For more 
information, email info@
westtownshend.org or call 
802-874-4800.

AUG. 17 –
NORWICH, Vt. – The 
Montshire Sensory Friendly 
Hour, on Aug. 17, from 
9-10 a.m., is a time for 
families to enjoy a less-
crowded visit, and may be 
appealing to individuals 
who have sensory 
processing differences. 

Admission is free. There 
will be reduced lights and 
sounds from select exhibits, 
a quiet respite space, 
sensory kits to borrow 
with noise-cancelling 
headphones and other 
supplies, and a sensory 
map. Preregistration 
is appreciated, but not 
required. To register, visit 
mms.formstack.com/forms/
sensory_friendly_visit.

SUNDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Six Loose 
Ladies hosts Odd Bobbins 
Spinners the second Sunday 
of each month from 1-4 
p.m. at their location on the 
Common in Chester.

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – The 
Plymouth Historical Society, 
located in the former 
Plymouth Elementary School 
on Route 100 in Plymouth 
Union, is open Sunday 
afternoons, from 2-4 p.m. 
Visit our museum, or do 
research on your Plymouth 
ancestors.  Watch for the 
“Open” flag.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Catamount Composite 
Squadron of the Civil Air 
Patrol meets Sundays, from 
3:30-5:30 p.m., at Hartness 
Airport in Springfield. 
The Civil Air Patrol is the 
auxiliary unit of the U.S. 
Air Force tasked with the 
mission of supporting 
America’s communities 
with emergency response, 
diverse aviation and 
ground services, youth 
development, and 
promotion of air, space, 
and cyber power. Cadets 
as young as 12 and senior 
members of any age make 
up this diverse group of 
volunteers.

MONDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Free 
Tobacco Quit class led by 
Sarah Doyle, Mondays, 
from 6-7 p.m., at Parks 
Place, 44 School Street 
Extension, Bellows Falls. 
Dinner included. Call or 
text Sarah at 802-289-
0045 or email sdoyle@
springfieldmed.org.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Overeaters Anonymous 
12-Step Recovery Program 
is Mondays, from 6-7 p.m., 
at Parks Place, 44 School 
Street Extension in Bellows 
Falls. The program is free. 
For more information go to 
www.oa.org.

WALPOLE, N.H. – Meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
in St. John’s Parish Hall, 
Walpole.

WESTON, Vt. – Bingo is 
Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
at the Weston Rod & Gun 
Club, 982 Route 100, 
1.5 miles north of Weston 
Village. All are welcome.

TUESDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Tuesday, from 10-11 
a.m. Classes will be held in 
the First Universalist Parish 
of Chester community room. 
Classes are free and open 
to all. Drop-in class, no 
registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara at 
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Knitting with 
Friends at Six Loose Ladies 
on the Chester Common, 
Wednesdays, from 10 a.m. 
to noon.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Cardio 

& Sculpt, Wednesdays at 
9:30 a.m. at the Spring 
House at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Aqua 
Sculpt, Wednesdays at 
10:35 a.m. at the Spring 
House at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

THURSDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Thursday, from 10-11 
a.m. Classes will be held in 
the First Universalist Parish 
of Chester community room. 
Classes are free and open 
to all. Drop-in class, no 
registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara at 
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

CHESTER, Vt. – Knit Knite 
at Six Loose Ladies on 
the Chester Common 
Thursdays, from 5-8 p.m., 
and via Zoom, from 7-8 
p.m.

WALPOLE, N.H. – 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting, a 
12-step recovery program 
for women who have a 
desire to stop drinking, is 
happening every Thursday 
at 6 p.m. at the St. John’s 
Episcopal Church at the 
corner of Westminster and 
Elm streets in Walpole, N.H. 
For more information, call 
Viva at 802-732-8330.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Genealogy enthusiast 
Wayne Blanchard will be 
at the Rockingham Library 
on Thursdays from 10:30 
a.m. – 12 p.m. If you own 
a laptop, please bring it 
along. Both beginners and 
seasoned genealogists are 
welcome. 

GRAFTON, Vt. – A free 
playgroup for children from 
newborns to age 5 will be 
held at Grafton Elementary 
School on Thursday 
mornings, from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. Activities will include 
songs, games, and arts and 
crafts. Contact Heather with 
any questions at 802-843-
4792.

FRIDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Fridays from 11 a.m. – 12 
p.m., John Bohannon will 
teach tai chi and qi gong at 
the Rockingham Library in 
Bellows Falls, Vt. No special 
equipment or clothing is 
required.

CHESTER, Vt. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings held 
every Friday at 6:30 p.m. at 
St. Joseph’s Church, located 
at 96 South Main Street 
in Chester. If you have a 
problem with alcohol, this is 
an understanding place to 
come to. 

SATURDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Edgar May Health and 
Recreation Center offers 
Springfield residents the 
opportunity to come for a 
free swim every Saturday, 
from 1-3 p.m. Participants 
may need to show proof 
of Springfield residency. 
For more information, call 
802-885-2568, email 
info@edgarmay.org, or visit 
www.edgarmay.org.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Yoga, 
Saturdays at 10 a.m. at the 
Spring House at Jackson 
Gore. Call 802-228-1419 
for more information.

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Saturdays at 9 a.m., join 
Lori Wright for a yoga 
class. Contact Lori Wright 
at 603-401-8123 or visit 
www.dgbodyworks.com for 
more information. Private 
classes are available.

DAILY –
REGION – If you want 
to drink that’s your 
business, but if you want 
to stop, that’s ours. Contact 
Alcoholics Anonymous at 
www.aavt.org or call your 
local hotline at 802-802-
2288 and join a meeting. 

August 07, 2024
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BROOKVIEW APARTMENTS
WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VT

Continues to Accept Applications for
2 Bedroom Units

Utilities, snow, trash removal included. Laundry 
facility on premises for tenant use only. 

USDA guidelines do apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-362-4663   or   802-367-5251
Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5252
802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 
TWO-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal 
Included

Laundry Facility on Premises for 
Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply

When it’s time to Buy or Sell...choose Kelley Real Estate
www.KelleyRealEstate.com

Contact Us for a Free Market Evaluation
72-B Pond Street | Ludlow

802-228-5333 | Realtor@KelleyRealEstate.com
Don Eatmon Broker/Owner

MOUNT HOLLY
Three Bedroom/3.5 Bath 
country home on 25 acres.  
Private setting with mature 
perennial gardens. Features 
include Front porch, Back 
Deck with Hot Tub, 2 Car ga-
rage with enclosed Breezeway 
and finished basement.

LUDLOW
Okemo Acres Home near 
Okemo Resort and Village 
amenities.  Four Bedrooms/2 
Full/2 Half Baths. Features 
include Front Porch, 2 living 
areas...each with a wood 
burning Fireplace and 2+ car 
garage.

Call or Text Listing Agent Alex Eatmon at 802-345-7886

Call or Text Listing Agent TY Murray at 802-777-8047

Your Home Loan Lender of Choice

WHERE
YOU
LIVE

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. ©2022 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649
 Equal Housing Lender. PrimeLending VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964MB V010918. 

Purchase Refinance Renovation

Victoria Blodgett
NMLS# 179656 | Senior Loan Officer

802-975-0350 vblodget@primelending.com

www.vbprimelending.com

126 Main St #1C
   Ludlow, VT 05149

BUYING OR SELLING? 
MEET THE PROFESSIONALS

FOR RENT
PLYMOUTH, Vt. – Share beautiful, 
well-kept home with woman in 
her 70s who needs help organiz-
ing her garage. Private bedroom, 
semi-private bath. $400/mo. 
all included. 802-863-5625 or 
www.HomeShareVermont.org for 
application. Interview, references, 
background checks required. 
EHO. 

FOR SALE
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Enhanced 
Vision Merlin HD Ultra projector 
for sale. Projects photos, small 
print documents, and more onto 
its built-in monitor, which also 
swivels to the position you need it. 
Multiple zoom settings, and light 
and brightness adjustments. $250 
OBO. Call 802-289-4389. 

HELP WANTED
PLYMOUTH, Vt. – The Plymouth 
Schoolhouse licensed childcare 
has opened up a second class-
room and we looking for a toddler 
teacher to join the team for the 
upcoming school year. The right 
individual will have a background 
in childcare and college credits in 
Early Childhood Classes. Must be 
first aid/CPR certified. This could 
be a part or full time position. 
We value creativity, kindness and 
community, and helping children 
find the wonder in the world 
around them. We look forward 
to welcoming a new person to the 
staff, so we can continue to best 
serve our surrounding communi-
ties with providing high quality 
childcare in a small setting. If you 
are interested in visiting the 
program and learning about 
the opportunity, please contact 
Lauren Skaskiw at 802-417-6895 
or email plymouthschoolhouse@
gmail.com. 

LUDLOW, Vt. – Accord-
ing to the July Fannie Mae 
housing forecast, the aver-
age 30-year fixed rate mort-
gage will be at 6.7% by the 
end of the year, which is a 
slight decline from 6.8% in 
the third quarter of 2024. 
The federal mortgage as-
sociation predicts a further 
drop in the average inter-
est rate in 2025, to a rate of 
6.4%.
  Tyleen Murray, senior 

broker associate for Kelley 
Real Estate in Ludlow, re-
layed, “I have had a couple 
of buyers looking for awhile 
now [who] are talking 
about taking a break until 
they see rates drop, but for 
the most part buyers are 
hopping on any property 
that is a good fit for them.”
  “I would say inflation 

is coming down and the 
federal reserve may cut 
short-term interest rates 
later this year,” said Victoria 
Blodgett, senior loan of-
ficer at the Ludlow branch 
of Prime Lending, a com-
pany specializing in mort-
gage, refinance, and reno-

vation loans for over 35 
years. “The housing market 
will recover, but it will not 
happen overnight. Mort-
gage rates are projected to 
come down in the coming 
months.”
  Brian Vaughn with Fair-

way Mortgage told Murray, 
“We’re expecting inter-
est rates to begin a long-
awaited decline in the final 
quarter of the year. With 
unemployment reaching 
4.3%, this all but guarantees 
a cut to the Federal Funds 
rate in September, which, 
while not directly reducing 
mortgage rates, should as-
sist them in moving lower.”
  “With inventory so lim-

ited, buyers need to act fast 
with a strong offer to have a 
chance at securing a prop-
erty, and if they wait, they 
may be waiting a while for 
a suitable home to come on 
the market,” Murray stated.  
  “In my 20-plus years as a 

realtor, we have seen activ-
ity fluctuate and it change 
from a buyers’ market to a 
sellers’ market. It’s a matter 
of supply and demand, and 

with inven-
tory so low, I 
would say that 
it is still a sell-
ers’ market. 
That could 
change as we 
see more for 
sale signs pop 
up.”
  Murray re-

ported that 
Kelley Real 
Estate has 
been selling 
quite a few 
area proper-
ties to second homeown-
ers who do not require 
financing, “which keeps 
our inventory flying off the 
shelves. [But] it has been 
nice to have some primary 
homebuyer sales this year 

with buyers satisfied with 
their rates and payments.”
   “Refinancing down the 

road is always an option 
too,” Murray pointed out, 
“just so buyers don’t miss 
out on their ideal home.”

H H H H H H

How declining mortgage rates 
could impact the Okemo Valley 
housing market

@VermontJournal@VermontJournal
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LOCAL BLUEBERRIESLOCAL BLUEBERRIES

~ OUR OWN ~~ OUR OWN ~
CUCUMBERSCUCUMBERS

CORNCORN
SUMMER SQUASHSUMMER SQUASH

ZUCCHINIZUCCHINI
TOMATOESTOMATOES

Open Daily 9-6Open Daily 9-6

Route 12 Route 12 
Walpole, NHWalpole, NH

Like us on FacebookLike us on Facebook

Thursday - Locals NightThursday - Locals Night

Friday - Singo at 7pmFriday - Singo at 7pm

Saturday - Daniel Mason & Dylan WalsheSaturday - Daniel Mason & Dylan Walshe
       from 7-10pm, $10 cover        from 7-10pm, $10 cover 

Sunday - Lunch and DinnerSunday - Lunch and Dinner
Full menu and specials on our Facebook PageFull menu and specials on our Facebook Page

Thursday 4-9pm
Friday 4-10pm

Saturday 11am-10pm
Sunday 11am-7pm

Large Variety of 
Menu Items!

802-275-7809  |  www.lesliestavern.com
660 Rockingham Road, Bellow Falls, VT

A Unique Vermont Dining Experience

126 Main Street | Ludlow, VT
802-228-2400 | JohnnysKitchenVT@gmail.com

Vermont’s Destination DispensaryVermont’s Destination Dispensary
Local Craft Grown THC & CBD Products • Friendly

Knowledgeable Staff • Quintessential VT Barn               

Discounts for All 21+:
Everyday 4:20 – 5:20pm Happy Hour Discounts 

M-F Discounts • Details on our Website

Additional Discounts:
VT/NH Residents • Seniors • Veterans                     

State Medical Card Holders 

Labor Day Event, Mon, Sept 2, 12-3pm:
FREE Grilled Burgers, Hotdogs & Vegan Sausages

Lawn Games & Smores @ the Firepit

1st Anniversary & Customer Appreciation Day: 
Fri, Sept. 13, 11am – 7pm

FREE Food! Discounts! Details on our Website!
7 Pineview Dr, Chester • 802-374-0095 • DownToTheRootsVT.com

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). For 
use by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS 
PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. 
Possession or use of cannabis may carry significant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and 

under federal law. It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The effects of edible 
cannabis may be delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair 
concentration, coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely 
to experience harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery 

when under the influence of this product. National Poison Control Center (800) 222-1222.

ATHENS, Vt. – On Sun-
day, Aug. 11, at 3 p.m., 
composer-pianist David 
Feurzeig will pay a concert 
at the Athens Brick Meet-
ing House, 2 Meetinghouse 
Road in Athens, Vt., as part 
of his “Play Every Town” se-
ries of concerts. Admission 
is free, and donations will 
be accepted to benefit the 
Nature Museum in Graf-
ton, Vt.
  In May 2022, Feurzeig 

embarked on “Play Every 
Town,” 252 free concerts 
in each of Vermont’s 252 
towns to confront climate 
change through the power 
of community and music. 
With this project, David 
will become the first mu-
sician to perform in every 
Vermont municipality. He 
is traveling in his solar-
charged electric vehicle 
throughout the state, offer-
ing free concerts to bring 
attention to the interrelated 
issues of climate and com-
munity, and to call into 
question the normality of 
long-distance touring and 
travel, while bringing the 
joy of music to his audi-
ences.
  Feurzeig, a professor of 

music at UVM, specializes 
in genre-defying recitals 
that bring together the mu-

sic of an astonishing variety 
of musical styles, from an-
cient and classical, to jazz, 
avant-garde, and popular 
traditions. These striking 
juxtapositions, peppered 
with informative and hu-
morous commentary, cre-
ate eye- and ear-opening 
programs that will change 
how you hear all kinds of 
music.
  Each program is locally 

tailored. In Athens, Da-
vid will be joined by local 
musicans Matt Shea and 
Will Danforth to play some 
environmentally-themed 
songs of Danforth’s. David 
will play a sonata by Muzio 
Clementi written in 1780, 
the year Athens was char-
tered, and Mozart’s beloved 
variations on “Twinkle 
Twinkle,” written in 1781, 
the year the town was or-
ganized. Two polonaises by 
the 7-year-old Chopin will 
mark the year of the meet-
ing house’s construction, 
and Mary Gibbons’ 1871 
“Athenian March” will hon-
or the town’s storied name. 
As with every concert in 
the project, this one will 
include its own unique so-
nata by Domenico Scarlatti, 
“Sonata no. 63,” for this 
63rd concert in the project. 
And, in honor of the other 

Athens’ reputation as a 
birthplace of democracy, 
David will play Robert 
Buechel’s 1913 “Demo-
cratic Fun: A Campaign 
Cake-Walk.” Other solo 
pieces will round out the 
program.
  Feurzeig finds his ap-

proach attracts new 
audiences to so-called 
“classical” concerts, and 
brings new insight to 
existing fans. “Classical 
music culture puts the 
‘Great Composers’ on an 
almost religious pedes-
tal. Once this was an in-
dication of the audience’s 
love and respect, but now 
it just distances people 
from the music. It turns 
away new listeners, who 
feel like they’re in a stuffy 
museum instead of a live 
concert. Sure, the music 
can be serious, but there’s 
no reason anyone should 
feel intimidated. If I don’t 
get a laugh from the au-
dience in the first two 
minutes, I get worried.”
  Follow Feurzeig on his 

journey on Instagram, 
find up-to-date events 
for your town via Face-
book at www.facebook.
com/playeverytownvt, or 
visit the website at www.
playeverytown.com.

David Feurzeig “Play 
Every Town” in Athens

PUTNEY, Vt. – Below 
is a list of events to be 
held at Next Stage Arts, 
located at 15 Kimball 
Hill in Putney, Vt., in 
the coming weeks.

  Aug. 10 – Yann 
Falquet and Keith Mur-
phy, and The Murphy 
Beds
  Next Stage Arts and 

Twilight Music present 
a double bill of tradi-
tional and original folk, 
with Yann Falquet and 
Keith Murphy, and The 
Murphy Beds, on Sat-
urday, Aug.10, at 7:30 
p.m., at Next Stage. 

Tickets are are discounted 
in advance at www.next-
stagearts.org; there is also 
a livestream ticket option. 
Next Stage will provide a 
cash bar. For information, 
call 802-387-0102 or visit 
the website.

  Aug. 15 – Rainbow Girls 
and Children of Divorce
  Next Stage Arts and 

Twilight Music present an 
evening of folk, roots, and 
Americana music by Cali-
fornia-based trio Rainbow 
Girls, on Thursday, Aug. 
15, at 7 p.m. at Next Stage. 
Children of Divorce open. 
Tickets are are discounted 

in advance at www.next-
stagearts.org; there is also 
a livestream ticket option. 
Next Stage will provide a 
cash bar. For information, 
call 802-387-0102 or visit 
the website.

  Aug. 17 – Hannah Har-
vester, “Landscapes”
  The NXT Gallery is 

pleased to present “Land-
scapes,” an exhibition of 
paintings by artist Han-
nah Harvester. The exhibit 
runs Aug. 17 – Nov.10. 
The gallery is open to the 
public during scheduled 
performances in the the-
ater, and by appointment.

Upcoming events at 
Next Stage

WESTON, Vt. – The 
Sundays on the Hill Con-
cert Series Committee is 
so delighted to have Hi-
roya Tsukamoto perform 
on Aug. 11, in the Old 
Parish Church, on Route 
100, in Weston, Vt., at 4 
p.m.
  Tsukamoto is an inno-

vative guitarist and com-
poser who fuses together 
folk, jazz, and world 
music through a blend 
of masterful fingerstyle 
guitar and evocative sto-
rytelling that transcends 

cultural barriers. Born and 
raised in Kyoto, Japan, he 
received a scholarship to 
Berklee College of music 
and came to the U.S. 
  Tsukamoto’s instrumen-

tal abilities are breathtak-
ing, but his performances 
are so much more than that. 
He has the unique capabil-
ity of engaging an audience 
with his personable and 
genuine approach, transfix-
ing and transcending his 
capabilities as a guitarist.
  Tsukamoto has been rec-

ognized for his talents on 
stages, such as at Blue Note 
in New York City, Japanese 
National Television (NHK), 
International Storytelling 
Center, and United Nations, 
and by scoring second place 
at the International Finger-
style Guitar Championship 
both in 2018 and 2022. For 
more information on Tsu-
kamoto, visit www.hiroyat-
sukamoto.com. 
  Ensemble Aubade will 

perform in the Old Parish 
Church on Aug. 18, at 4 p.m. 
Ensemble Aubade, con-
sisting of Peter H. Bloom, 
flute; Francis Grimes, viola; 
and Steven Sussman, piano, 
captivates audiences with 
vibrant chamber music by 

European and American 
masters. Highlights in-
clude the exquisite “Keg-
elstatt Trio, K. 498” (1786) 
by Mozart; the exhilarating 
“Seven Postcards to Old 
Friends” (1966) by legend-
ary Broadway arranger 
Robert Russell Bennett; 
and the magnificent “Trio 
Opus 45” (1856) by the 
great 19th-century com-
poser Louise Farrenc, who 
was famous in her time but 
is rarely heard today.
  The esteemed ensemble, 

based in Boston, concert-
izes across the United 
States, winning praise for 
stellar musicianship, vi-
brant performances, and 
engaging residencies. For 
more information on En-
semble Aubade, visit www.
americanmusicworks.com/
ensemble-aubade.
  Admission cost is low 

for adults, and children 12 
and under may attend at 
no charge. The doors open 
around 3:30 p.m., and there 
are no reserved seats, no 
advance tickets, and admis-
sion is paid at the door. For 
more information on the 
Sundays on the Hill Con-
cert Series, visit www.sun-
daysonthehill.org.

Sundays on the Hill

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Gallery at the VAULT is 
delighted to present a beau-

tiful show of oil paintings 
by Lynn VanNatta, “Art for 
the Senses,” an artist’s jour-
ney through light, color, 
and emotions, on view until 
Sept. 18.
  VanNatta’s collection ex-

plores emotions through 
color and light. The in-
doors, outdoors, and still 
life paintings all share the 
same attention to expressing 
emotions. Photo references 
and still life arrangements 
were used for inspiration in 
her in-studio paintings, and 
the beautiful Vermont land-
scape inspired her plein air, 
outdoor works.
  “Art for the Senses” im-

plies a story of feeling which 
reveals the moods and the 
narrative in VanNatta’s 

work.
  VanNatta is 

a University 
of Massachu-
setts gradu-
ate, with a 
Bachelor of 
Fine Arts in 
art education. 
During the 
m i d - 1 9 9 0 s , 
V a n N a t t a 
began her 
studies in oil 
painting with plein air mas-
ter Caleb Stone of Rock-
port, Mass., and Copley So-
ciety Master Painter Mark 
Hayden of Bradford, Mass. 
Please visit her website at 
www.lynnvannatta.com, 
or make an appointment 
to visit her West Windsor 
studio by calling 802-291-
1394.
  Gallery at the VAULT is 

located at 68 Main Street, 
Springfield. The gallery is 

open Wednesday, Thurs-
day, and Saturday, 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m.; and Fri-
day, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
For more information, 
drop by the gallery, call 
802-885-7111, email gal-
leryvault@vermontel.
net, or visit the gallery’s 
Facebook and Instagram 
pages or website, www.
galleryvault.org. Gallery 
at the VAULT is handicap 
accessible.

“Art for the Senses” at 
Gallery at the VAULT

 “Outback” by Lynn VanNatta.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Gallery at the VAULT is 
proud to present a new 
Open Wall Show, “Celebra-
tion.” This show includes 
beautiful paintings, pho-
tographs, graphite draw-
ings, embroidery, tatting, 
knitting, a ceramic planter, 
wood, metal sculpture, 

jewelry, and an owl made 
from nature’s objects. We 
are amazed at the talent of 
our neighbors and friends 
around Springfield. This 
is a wonderful, celebratory 
show. Thank you to all the 
participants. The works will 

“Celebration” at 
Gallery at the 
VAULT

See VAULT on Page 9
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Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 
Monday - Friday.   Excludes Holidays

SHRIMP & 
SCALLOPS

BROILED 
OR FRIED

$2000
JR. PRIME 

RIB

$1600

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

All Meals are Served with 
House Salad, Caesar Salad, 

or Veggie of the Day

11:45-9 Mon-Sat and 12-8 Sun
Now Taking Reservations

TOUCH A TRUCKTOUCH A TRUCK
FAMILY DAY!FAMILY DAY!

AUGAUG
1010

NORTHSHIRE CIVIC CENTER, MANCHESTER VT 9AM-1PM
Not your typical “car show”. Children & adults get a 

hands-on experience with vehicles of all shapes and sizes.
Entry by donation - Proceeds benefit Bennington County VFW

Interested in bringing a vehicle or being a vendor?
trucks@cotaoil.com     (802) 362-1941    www.cotaoil.com
VEHICLES ◆ FOOD ◆ VENDORS ◆ DEMONSTRATIONS

Join Us
for a Grand
Opening BBQ

Delicious Food:
Enjoy a variety of mouth-watering hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, 
dessert, and more!

Meet the Team:
Get to know the pharmacists and staff who are dedicated
to providing the best healthcare services to
our community.

Family Fun: 
Bring your family and friends for an afternoon of
great food, good company, and community spirit.

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  AAuugguusstt  2211sstt,,  22002244  
  1122::0000  PPMM  --  44::0000  PPMM
Fall Mountain Pharmacy at 78 Atkinson St.

Bellows Falls, VT 05101

CELEBRATE WITH US!
We are thrilled to announce the grand opening of Fall Mountain 
Pharmacy and invite you to join us for a fun-filled community BBQ!
This is the perfect opportunity to meet our friendly staff, explore 
our new pharmacy, and enjoy a delightful social event with your 
neighbors.

WHAT TO EXPECT:

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

 AT FALL MOUNTAIN PHARMACY!

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
802-428-4023 Jeff@fmprx.com fmprx.com

At Fall Mountain Pharmacy, we are 
committed to offering personalized 
care, comprehensive health services, 
and a welcoming environment for all 
our customers. Our team is here to 
support your health and wellness 
needs with professionalism and a 
personal touch.

Don't miss this chance to be part of 
our special day! We look forward to 
celebrating with you and showing our 
appreciation for the support of our 
wonderful community.

WHY FALL MOUNTAIN
PHARMACY?

You're
Invited!

PUTNEY, Vt. – The 
Next Stage Bandwagon 
Summer Series is thrilled 
to announce the return 
of Slavic Soul Party! on 
Friday, Aug. 9, at The 
Putney Inn Field, 57 
Putney Landing Road, 
Putney, Vt. This event 
promises to be an un-
forgettable celebration 
of Balkan brass, jazz, and 
funk.
  Slavic Soul Party! has 

carved out a unique 
niche in the music world 
with their fiery Balkan 
brass sound, irresistible 
beats, and virtuoso jazz 
chops. Hailing from New 
York City, the nine-piece 
ensemble brings together 
influences from across 
the globe, blending them 
into a high-energy mu-
sical experience that is 

both infectious and soul-
stirring.
  The band’s Tuesday night 

residency in Brooklyn, 
spanning over two decades, 
has garnered international 
acclaim and a reputation 
for delivering an electrify-
ing live show. Their latest 
album, “SSP! Plays Duke 
Ellington’s Far East Suite,” 
has been praised for its in-
novative reinterpretation 
of Duke Ellington’s iconic 
work, combining Eastern 
European, Romani, and 
American sounds into a 
seamless fusion.
  “Royalty of the Balkan 

Brass sound, we had them a 
few years ago with a crowd 
of more than 600 people 
showing up to dance and 
feel the joy of their perfor-
mance, and the community 
has asked us to bring them 

back to southern Vermont,” 
says Keith Marks, executive 
director of Next Stage Arts. 
“The power of a 12-mem-
ber brass band bringing the 
party is a not-to-be-missed 
opportunity. We’re excited 
to be able to present them 
again as part of the series.”
  Tickets for the event are 

discounted in advance at 
www.nextstagearts.org. 
Children under 12 are 
free. Advance ticket sales 
will close two hours before 
showtime. Gates open at 
5 p.m., and attendees are 
encouraged to bring picnic 
blankets or fold-up chairs.
  Thanks to generous sup-

port from M&T Bank, Law-
son’s Finest Liquids, Oak 
Meadow, The Porch Cafe 
& Catering, Brattleboro Re-
former, The Commons, and 
We Clean Heat Pumps.

Slavic Soul Party! at 
Bandwagon Series

CAVENDISH, Vt. – Soul 
Rockers, a group of tal-
ented local musicians, were 
scheduled to perform at the 
Concert on the Green series 
in Proctorsville when Hur-
ricane Beryl was also due 
to appear. That concert has 
been rescheduled to Thurs-
day, Aug. 15, at 5:30 p.m.
  Soul Rockers is renowned 

for their captivating per-
formances and exceptional 
musical talent. This group 
of diverse musicians comes 
together to perform an 
eclectic repertoire span-
ning various genres. From 
soulful ballads to energetic 
rock anthems, their music 
has the power to touch the 

hearts of all who listen. Five 
lead singers bring beauti-
ful harmonies and accom-
plished musicianship. Im-
merse yourself in a fusion 
of rock, blues, and soul that 
will uplift your spirit.
  This concert is sponsored 

by Gassetts Group. 
  Join your neighbors and 

friends for an evening of 
unforgettable music. This 
event is an opportunity for 
the community to come to-
gether, celebrate their love 
for music, and create last-
ing memories. Bring a pic-
nic and your favorite chair, 
or spread a blanket and lay 
on the grass. Murdock’s 
Restaurant and Singleton’s 

General Store have take-
out food options and are 
located on or near the 
Green.
  As always, the concerts 

are free and open to the 
public. In case of inclem-
ent weather, the concert 
will be held in the Proc-
torsville Fire Hall at 513 
Main Street, three doors 
down from the Green. 
Please check the Cav-
endish Community and 
Conservation Associa-
tion Facebook page for 
any additional informa-
tion. Email cavendish-
communityconser va-
tion@gmail.com with 
any questions.

Soul Rockers 
rescheduled for Aug. 15

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Tuesday, Aug. 13, at 6:15 
p.m., the Springfield Com-
munity Band, under the 
direction of Nick Pelton, 
will present its very popular 
Children’s Concert, which 
was rained out in July. 
Please note the earlier time 
this year, and remember to 
bring a chair.
  The concert, which wraps 

up the band’s summer sea-
son, will take place at The 
Common, a park in Spring-
field opposite the Summer 
Hill Cemetery, 140 Sum-
mer Hill Street.
  The musical selections 

for the evening will in-
clude music from the Dis-
ney movies “Moana” and 
“Encanto.” In addition, the 
band will play a musical 

tribute to jazz superstar 
Duke Ellington.
  We are pleased to wel-

come back to our stage vo-
calist Kelly DeAngelis, who 
will sing Elsa’s big hit “Let it 
Go” from the movie “Fro-
zen.”
  Also, in a rare treat, 

band director Nick Pelton 
will give his saxophone a 
substantial workout, play-
ing the challenging piece 
“Lightning Fingers.” The 
title speaks for itself.
 As is usual at our Chil-

dren’s Concerts, any child 
who wants to conduct the 
band will have the chance 
to do so. There will also be 
free ice cream for the kids.
  On the occasion of this 

final concert, the band 
thanks its director Nick 

Pelton for his readi-
ness to impart musical 
knowledge, and for his 
many years of enthu-
siastic direction of the 
band. He is the true heart 
of the band; he chooses 
interesting music, he 
makes practice fun, and 
he unfailingly improves 
the quality of our perfor-
mances.
  The band also thanks 

its hardworking an-
nouncer, Pat Ankuda, 
whose research and fun 
facts enrich every con-
cert.
  In addition, the band 

is certainly grateful to 
the owner and staff of 
the beautiful Hartness 
House for providing us 
with a superb concert 
venue throughout the 
summer. And finally, 
but certainly not least, 
the band thanks its loyal 
audience for their enthu-
siasm and support. You 
make it all worthwhile.
  We plan to start prac-

ticing soon for a second 
annual holiday concert, 
which is planned to take 
place in December at the 
Riverside School. We 
hope to see you there.

Springfield Community 
Band Children’s Concert

WALPOLE, N.H. – It 
may be August, but get 
ready for Christmas. 
More specifically, get 
ready for “A Christmas 
Story: The Musical.” Get 
in the holiday spirit early 
by auditioning for The 
Walpole Players’ holiday 
production of the musi-
cal version of the 1983 
comedy classic. 
  Auditions will be held 

Sunday, Aug. 11, from 
2-5 p.m.; and Monday, 
Aug. 12, from 6-8 p.m., 
upstairs at the Helen 
Miller Theater at the 
Walpole Town Hall in 
Walpole, N.H. Callbacks 
and additional auditions 
will be held on Monday, 
Aug. 26, from 6-8 p.m. 
This production is spon-
sored by Mascoma Sav-
ings Bank.
  “A Christmas Story” is 

a musical version of the 
1983 film comedy about 
a young boy named Ral-
phie Parker, who wants 
an official Red Ryder 
carbine action BB gun 

for Christmas. With mu-
sic by Oscar- and Tony-
winning songwriters Benj 
Pasek and Justin Paul (“La 
La Land,” “Dear Evan Han-
sen,” “The Greatest Show-
man”), this promises to be 
a fun holiday event for the 
whole family.
  “A Christmas Story” has a 

large cast of children, teens, 
and adults. The show will 
be performed at the beauti-

ful Helen Miller Theater in 
Walpole, N.H., in Decem-
ber. We are looking for chil-
dren and adults who love to 
perform. All roles are open.
   If you would like more 

information, please visit 
The Walpole Players’ Face-
book page. If you would like 
to audition, but can’t make 
it on the audition dates, 
please email us at Walpole-
Players@gmail.com.

Walpole Players auditions 
for “A Christmas Story”

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – All 
the way from Nashville, 
Tenn., stand-up comedian 
Lee Hardin will be at the 
Springfield Community 
Players Studio, 165 South 
Street in Springfield, on Fri-
day, Aug. 16, at 7:30 p.m. 
Hardin has appeared on 
NBC, The Mike Hucka-
bee Show, and has his two 
comedy specials on DryBar 
Comedy. Hardin has also 
shared the stage with notable 

acts like Henry Cho and 
Nate Bargatze. Hardin’s 
comedy is clean, family-
friendly, and for everyone 
to enjoy. We had a blast 
last year, so don’t miss out.
  Tickets are available 

www.springfieldcommu-
nityplayers.org, by email-
ing springfieldcommu-
nityplayers@gmail.com, 
and at the door. Tickets 
are discounted for stu-
dents and seniors.

Stand-up 
comedian Lee 
Hardin returns 

be on display until Oct. 9.
  Open Wall is a nonju-

ried show for any artists 
living in a 30-mile radius 
of Springfield. Gallery at 
the VAULT is located at 
68 Main Street, Spring-
field. The gallery is open 
Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Saturday, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.; 
and Friday, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
For more information, drop 

by the gallery, call 802-885-
7111, email galleryvault@
vermontel.net, or visit the 
gallery’s Facebook and In-
stagram pages or website, 
www.galleryvault.org. Gal-
lery at the VAULT is handi-
cap accessible.

VAULT
From Page 8

@VermontJournal
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health & wellness

At Brattleboro Hearing Center your  
hearing healthcare is our top priority.

Our Doctors of Audiology keep up with the
latest technology and our research-driven

practices provide the best possible outcomes
in the treatment of hearing loss. We’re proud

to offer personalized, patient-centered care.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Brattleboro, VT • 802-254-3922

Swanzey, NH • 603-354-3325
Greenfield, MA • 413-773-5119

www.BrattleboroHearing.com

Diagnostic Imaging Available in Springfield 
No Need to Wait - Call Today.

25 Ridgewood Road   •   Springfield, VT   •   802-885-2151   •   www.springfieldhospital.org

Yes, it’s true!  We have an all new 
Diagnostic Imaging Department at 
Springfield Hospital. With turnaround 
times measured in days or weeks 
rather than months, there is no need 
to delay your diagnostic imaging. We 
have the latest equipment available  
locally in Springfield: 

• Nuclear Medicine  
• Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) 
   Wide Bore - Fixed Unit 
• Computed Tomography (CT) 
• Ultrasound 
• Echocardiography 
• Bone Densitometry 
• Digital X-ray 
• 3D Mammography - Tomosynthesis 

We collaborate with Dartmouth Health, 
whose radiologists read our exams 
based on their protocols. Results can 
be shared with your doctor. Call today 
to schedule your appointment. 

802-885-7319

Springfield Hospital
Celebrating 110 Years of Caring

SPR 24-189 Image Ad-Fall2024v2.qxp_Layout 1  7/23/24  10:26 AM  Page 1

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) is modeled after the 
successful 12-step recov-
ery program of Alcohol-
ics Anonymous (AA). Our 
meetings are attended by 
those living with food ad-
diction and abstaining 

from overeating, much like 
the alcoholic who attends 
AA and is sober. Like AA, 
OA has helped thousands 
of compulsive overeaters, 
bulimics, and anorexics 
recover and restore their 
physical and emotional 
health. 

  There are no dues or 
fees. A voluntary con-
tribution is suggested 
at meetings, but not 
required. The only re-
quirement to attend OA 
is a desire to stop eating 
compulsively.
  Our goal is simply to 

support all those who 
suffer so they know there 
is a solution. They don’t 
have to live alone and 
suffer in shame – re-
covery and long-term 
weight loss and restored 
health are possible and 
available.
  Meetings are held on 

Monday evenings, from 
6-7 p.m., at Parks Place, 
44 School Street Exten-
sion, Bellows Falls, Vt.

Overeaters Anonymous 
in Bellows Falls

L O N D O N D E R R Y, 
Vt. – The Wantastiquet 
Rotary Club recently had 
guest speakers Martha 
Dale, president of the 
Grace Cottage Board of 
Directors; Olivia Sweet-
nam, new CEO; and 
Charma Bonanno, direc-
tor of development, who 
talked about the 75-year-
old Grace Cottage Family 
Health and Hospital his-
tory and future plans. A 
$20 million capital cam-
paign is now in the early 
phases, with a $5 million 
grant to kick it off, and it 
has already raised over $9 
million to add on to the 
current facility.
  The Rotary Club 

learned that the family 
health and hospital center 
offers many great servic-
es, and is still accepting 
new patients. They have 
15 primary care provid-
ers on staff. There are full 
laboratory services, diag-
nostic imaging, hospice 
suites, and 19 inpatient 
beds in the hospital. They 
are well known in the 

area for their physical and 
occupational therapy. Their 
newly expanded emergency 
room is available 24 hours a 
day, and is very accommo-
dating. They also have Mes-
senger Valley Pharmacy, 
and a community wellness 
center.
  For several years in a row, 

the Brattleboro Reformer’s 
Readers’ Choice Awards 
have named them Best 

Hospital, Best Emergency 
Room, Best Physical Thera-
py, Best Doctor, Best Pedia-
trician, Best Pharmacy, and 
Best Place to Work.
  In the past four years, 

primary care visits have in-
creased by 50%. However, 
due to age and space limita-
tions, the increased volume 
has become a real concern, 
and thus the need to expand 
the current facility.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
On Friday, Aug. 23, from 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m., the Com-
munity Awareness and Re-
search Education Program 
from Dartmouth-Hitch-
cock will be at Parks Place 
Community Resource 
Center in Bellows Falls, Vt. 
This program brings free, 
no-hassle blood pressure, 
blood sugar, and cholester-
ol screenings to individuals 
over the age of 18. Their 

Grace Cottage presents 
to Wantastiquet Rotary

Representatives of Grace Cottage recently spoke to meme-
bers of the Wantastiquet Rotary Club.

PHOTO PROVIDED

goal is to help educate 
people who might not be 
aware of their risk for heart 
disease. The CARES team 
sees themselves as the first 
step in “spinning the web of 
community connections to 
support heart-healthy liv-
ing for the residents of rural 
New England.”
  To learn more about this 

event or other events at 
Parks Place, please call 802-
463-9927. To learn how you 
can support HVC CARES, 
please contact Dorothy 
Heinrichs at 203-257-2689 
or Dorothy.B.Heinrichs@
hitchcock.org.

Parks Place 
welcomes DHMC 
CARES Van

VISIT US ON

@VermontJournal

WINDSOR, Vt. – Three 
nurses, two licensed nurs-
ing assistants (LNA), and 
one licensed practical nurse 
(LPN) at Mt. Ascutney 
Hospital and Health Cen-
ter (MAHHC), a member 
of Dartmouth Health, were 
recently recognized for pro-
viding extraordinary patient 
care with DAISY Awards 
by the DAISY Foundation, 
an international organiza-
tion founded to celebrate 
nurses. The hospital also 
awarded some of these out-
standing nurses with a PET-
ALS Award, which stands 
for “Professional Extraor-
dinaires That Always Lend 
Support.”
  The DAISY Committee 

at MAHHC, which scores 
blinded nominations and se-
lects winners, awarded Kim-
berly Rich, RN, CAPA, the 
DAISY Nurse Leader Award. 
As a clinical supervisor in 
the surgical services depart-
ment, Rich supports the 
staff, provides exceptional 
care to patients, and provides 
educational opportunities 
for fellow nurses.
  Nurses Lily Burke, RN, 

and Ruth Doiron, RN, also 
received DAISY Awards. 
Burke is known not only 
for her patient care, but the 
comfort she gives to patients’ 
loved ones by showing com-
passion and sharing her deep 
knowledge of her practice. 
Doiron is an acute care nurse 
recognized for regularly 
stepping up to help her fel-
low nurses, attentiveness to 
patient needs, and empathy.
  The hospital also awarded 

PETALS Awards to Kath-
erine Flynn, LNA, Elaine 
Nestor, LNA, and Brianna 
Henault, LPN.
  For more information 

about Mt. Ascutney Hospi-
tal and Health Center, visit 
www.mtascutneyhospital.
org. 

DAISY 
Awards
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community news
School 
supply 
drive

STOCK PHOTO

SPRINGFIELD 
ROOTS 

PIZZERIA

Collecting School 
Supplies through 

August!

40 Main Street
Springfield, VT

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfield Roots Piz-
zeria and Edward Jones 
financial advisor Dan-
iel Richardson are col-
lecting school supplies 
through the end of Au-
gust to donate to local 
schools. If you’d like to 
donate supplies, visit 
Springfield Roots Pizze-
ria at 40 Main Street, or 
Daniel Richardson at Ed-
ward Jones, at 300 River 
Street. 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Saturday, Aug. 10, from 12-3 
p.m., VINE Sanctuary in-
vites you to a special public 
day where you can experi-
ence life at the sanctuary 
firsthand. This event offers a 
unique opportunity to con-
nect with the sanctuary’s an-
imal residents and become 
an active participant in their 
community.
  The day will begin with 

a volunteer project, where 
attendees will assist with 
simple chores under the 
watchful supervision of the 
sanctuary’s nonhuman in-
habitants. This hands-on 
experience allows guests to 
engage with the animals and 
the sanctuary’s mission.
  Following the volunteer 

activities, participants will 
enjoy a guided tour of VINE 
Sanctuary, offering an up-
close look at the lives of the 
animals who call the sanc-
tuary home. The tour will 
conclude with a selection 
of vegan snacks, providing 
an opportunity to relax and 
chat with sanctuary staff.
  For those who wish to 

continue their experience, 
an optional hike to the sanc-
tuary’s forested back pas-
tures will be offered. This 
hike will provide a chance 
to meet “the hardy herd,” 
a group of semi-feral cows 
that roam the scenic land-
scape.
  This event is free and open 

to the public. To participate, 
please arrive at VINE Sanc-

tuary at 201 Massey Road 
at or shortly before 12 p.m. 
  VINE is a farmed-ani-

mal sanctuary that works 
for social and environ-
mental justice and animal 
wellbeing in Springfield, 
Vt. The solar-powered 
sanctuary was the first 
to rehabilitate roosters 
used in cockfighting. It 
is currently home to over 
500 residents, including 
formerly farmed animals 
and survivors of vivisec-
tion, the entertainment 
industry, and situations of 
abuse and neglect.
  For more information, 

visit www.vinesanctuary.
org, or follow VINE on 
Instagram at @vinesanc-
tuary.

Experience sanctuary life

AUMAND’S 
SIZZLING SUMMER SALE!
AUMAND’SAUMAND’S  
SIZZLING SUMMER SALE!SIZZLING SUMMER SALE!

EMMONSEMMONS

SOFA SOFA 
$$15491549

LOVESEAT LOVESEAT 
$$15491549

ASTERASTER
$1499.99$1499.99

$$869869

TROUPERTROUPER
$899.99$899.99
$$529529

NEALNEAL
$1699.99$1699.99

$$969969 NOAHNOAH

SOFA SOFA 
$$11491149

LOVESEAT LOVESEAT 
$$10991099

JOELJOEL
$799.99$799.99
$$519519

GREYGREY
CHOCOLATE CHOCOLATE 

LEATHERLEATHER

BROWN BROWN 
OR BEIGE OR BEIGE 
LEATHERLEATHERBROWNBROWN

NEW AT AUMAND’S!NEW AT AUMAND’S!

Abinger

SOFA    SOFA    $$499499
LOVESEAT    LOVESEAT    $$469469

Cashton

SOFA    SOFA    $$559559
LOVESEAT    LOVESEAT    $$519519

Avenal ParkNavi

SOFA    SOFA    $$499499
LOVESEAT    LOVESEAT    $$469469

Barlin

SOFA    SOFA    $$499499
LOVESEAT    LOVESEAT    $$469469

Modmax

SOFA    SOFA    $$579579
LOVESEAT    LOVESEAT    $$539539

Sectional with storage 
& audio console

$$12491249

North Walpole, NH • Mon-Sat 8:30-5•Sun 12-4 • 603-445-5321

12 
MONTH 

INTEREST-FREE 
FINANCING

FREE
60-DAY

LAYAWAY Family Owned and Operated for 103 Years

Smoke Fossill Carbon Blue Flannel

SaveSave
$370$370

SaveSave
$630$630

SaveSave
$730$730

SaveSave
$280$280

RECLININGRECLININGSTATIONARYSTATIONARY

POWER LIFT RECLINERSPOWER LIFT RECLINERS OVEROVER 75  75 IN STOCKIN STOCK ••  ULTRA COMFORT •• BEST •• LA-Z-BOY •• ASHLEY 

AVAILABLE OPTIONS • AVAILABLE OPTIONS • MASSAGE MASSAGE & HEA& HEA •  • ZERO GRAVITYZERO GRAVITY •  • ADJ. HEADRESTADJ. HEADREST •  • ADJ. LUMBARADJ. LUMBAR •  • WALL HUGGERSWALL HUGGERS

DRESSER     $299
MIRROR       $79
CHEST       $239
NIGHTSTAND      $119
TWIN SLEIGH BED      $259
FULL SLEIGH BED      $289
QUEEN SLEIGH BED      $299

DRESSER     $349
MIRROR       $69
CHEST       $349
NIGHTSTAND      $199
TWIN PANEL BED      $259
FULL PANEL BED      $279
QUEEN PANEL BED      $299

DRESSER     $599
MIRROR       $129
CHEST       $569
NIGHTSTAND      $299
TWIN PANEL BED      $399
FULL PANEL BED      $439
QUEEN PANEL BED      $459
KING PANEL BED      $569

ALISDAIR
Dark Brown

DANABRIN 
4 Colors

HYANNA 
Tan or Gray

BEDROOM

Milan

TWIN     $249
FULL       $289
QUEEN       $329
KING      $459

Laguna

TWIN     $269
FULL       $349
QUEEN       $399
KING      $499

York

TWIN     $319
FULL       $379
QUEEN       $439
KING      $539

Salem

TWIN     $379
FULL       $469
QUEEN       $519
KING      $619

PLATFORM BEDS BYPLATFORM BEDS BY
*Drawers sold seprately.

DOUBLE-SIDED BEDDING BY GOLD BONDDOUBLE-SIDED BEDDING BY GOLD BOND

TWIN     $377
FULL       $457
QUEEN       $567
KING      $797

Hartford
416 Coils

Your Choice - Firm or Plush

10 YEAR WARRANTY

TWIN     $497
FULL       $647
QUEEN       $717
KING      $897

Kensington 3.0
800 Pocketed Coils
 Firm, Plush, Pillow Top

10 YEAR WARRANTY

TWIN     $697
FULL       $847
QUEEN       $997
KING      $1247

Buckingham
1057 Pocketed Coils

X-Firm, Plush or Pillow

15 YEAR WARRANTY

Sale EndsSale Ends
AUG. 25AUG. 25THTH

FAB FAB 
FIVEFIVE  byby

PICK YOUR COMFORTPICK YOUR COMFORT
FIVE COMFORT CHOICES  FIVE COMFORT CHOICES  
ALL AT THE SAME PRICE!ALL AT THE SAME PRICE!

X-FIRMX-FIRM •  • FIRMFIRM •  • CUSHION FIRMCUSHION FIRM •  • PLUSHPLUSH •  • LUXURY PLUSHLUXURY PLUSH

10 YEAR 10 YEAR 
WARRANTY!WARRANTY!

ADJUSTABLE ADJUSTABLE 

FRIENDLY!FRIENDLY!

TWIN     $439
FULL       $579
QUEEN       $659
KING      $879
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Name:  

Town: 

Phone:

Fill out your name, town, and phone number so we can 
contact you if we draw your name. Color the picture, 
complete the maze, and fill out the about you section. 

Tear out this page and send it to The Vermont Journal, 
P.O. Box 228, Ludlow, VT 05149 by Aug. 22, 2024 for a 
chance to win a bag of school supplies! All entries must 

be received by mail. One winner 
will be notified by phone. 

Complete this 
Activity Page 

for a chance to win a backpack 
full of school supplies!

The Rules

Grade:

+AHave an      mazing
school year

802cu.com

FARM MARKET

Exit 5 off I-91• Rte 5 South • Westminster, VT 
802 722-3395 • www.allenbrothersfarms.com

OPEN 7 DAYS 6:00 AM - 8:00 PM

SHOP 
LOCAL 

Come Visit Our 
Farmstand For A 
Taste Of Vermont

Swim Lessons
Kids’ Night Out

Kids Fit
and more!

Youth memberships
starting at
$15/month

140 Clinton Street, Springfield, VT 
edgarmay.org | 802-885-2568

Visit your Local Sugar House

Green Mountain Sugar House 
820 Route 100 North  |  Ludlow, VT

800-643-9338  |  www.gmsh.com  |  Like us on Facebook

44 Pond Street • Ludlow, VT
www.killarneyludlow.com  

802-228-7797
Pub open at 3pm • Dinner at 5pm

Have a great school year!

Ludlow Insurance Agency, Inc.
802-228-8823
150 Main St, Ludlow, VT

Jerry Farnum, Agent
802-885-2939
jerry.farnum.e1ar@statefarm.com
13 Clinton St. Springfield, VT

Thank you for your loyalty. We appreciate you. 

HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

Southern Vermont’s 
Largest Antique 

Center
20,000 sq. ft. 

showcasing antiques, 
quality collectibles, 

furniture, jewelry, folk 
art, primitives and home 

decorating accents. Dealers 
welcome. Be a part of 

the most active center in 
Southern Vermont. 

Best of Luck Teachers and Students!

Have a Great School Year

2 Chester Road
Suite 7

Springfield, VT
802-885-8564

vitt19@vermontel.net
Tina’s Hallmark

Willow Farm Pet
Grooming • Retail Shop • Overnight Boarding • Daycare

Store Hours: Mon-Fri 8-6 and Sat 9-2

Shop at your 
Local Hardware Store!

Hardware - Lumber - Kitchen - More

(802) 228-4665

182 Pleasant St.
Ludlow, VT 05149

Open Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat 7-3
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