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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
66th Apple Blossom took 
place at the Riverside Mid-
dle School in Springfield, 
Vt., on Friday, May 3, and 
Saturday, May 4, and Tay-
lor Claflin was announced 
as this year’s queen. Her 
dancing partner was Mat-
thew Winter. Members of 
her court were selected, 
and they are: Lorelei Ber-
tone, partnered with Logan 
Roundy; and Molly Tennis, 
partnered with Armando 
Stettner.
  The contestants selected 

Lily Farnsworth and Dar-
ius Saiful Ambar as Miss 
and Mr. Congeniality. The 
Director’s Choice Awards 
went to Molly Tennis and 

Matthew Winter. The di-
rector, Ashlee White, added 
a new award category this 
year. The Junior Apple Blos-
som MVPs awards went to 
Juliette Nelson, Adelaide 
Peck, Melia Willis, Dylan 
Chase, and Wyatt Paul. 
  Other contestants in this 

year’s event included Han-
nah Zierfus and her part-
ner Darius Saiful Ambar, 
and Lily Farnsworth and 
her partner Ethan Bertone. 
The Junior Apple Blossom 
couples included Jaelyn 
Briere-Smith with Thomas 
Jones, Arabella Chessman 
with Parker Olney, Sawyer 
Duford with Evan Keefe, 
Izabella Fraser with Dylan 
Chase, Olivia Kimball with Lincoln Strong, Juliette Nel- son with Zurich Messina, 

Brynley Patch with Reed 
Wilson, Adelaide Peck with 
Wyatt Paul, Ayla Rose with 
Keoni McDonough, Addal-
ynn Waysville with Brody 
McCarthy, Ashlyn Wheeler 
with Michael Blanchard, 
and Melia Willis with 
Gavin Willis.
  Ashlee White volunteered 

as the new director, with 
the assistance of volunteer 
choreographers Ainsley 
Bertone and Suzanne Stern. 
Numerous additional vol-
unteers came forward this 
year to help with the pro-
duction. The master of 
ceremonies, Thomas Field, 
provided the narrative for 
the evening. Marie Laplan-
te volunteered, once again, 

to be the official photog-
rapher. SAPA TV was on 
hand to videotape the per-
formance, and will have the 
show for viewing on their 
website. And the John Sul-
livan Band provided live 
music for everyone’s enter-
tainment prior to the event 
and following the crowning 
of the queen.
  Springfield Hospital and 

the Apple Blossom produc-
tion team are very grateful 
to everyone that supported 
this  fundraising event for 
Springfield Hospital. Pro-
ceeds from this year’s event 
provide support for the Dr. 
E. Sherburne Lovell Health 
Career Award and the ser-
vices of the hospital.

Taylor Claflin 66th Apple Blossom Queen

Apple Blossom Queen Taylor Claflin (center) and her court.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Green on Main project, to 
create a welcoming place 
for all at 77 Main Street, 
met their goal of raising 
$20,000 for a two-to-one 
matching grant of $40,000 
from Better Places through 
the Vermont Department 
of Housing and Commu-
nity Development. Con-
struction will begin this 
summer, and will include 
an accessible walkway from 
the sidewalk to a circular 
patio with benches, gardens 
with native plants, and a 
picnic table with a space for 
a wheelchair.
  There are many neigh-

bors, friends, organiza-
tions, and businesses who 
have contributed to our 
first phase of removing old 
bushes and trees, and then 

to our fundraising goal for a 
matching grant. With deep 
appreciation and grati-
tude, we want to thank the 
Hope Fund of the Vermont 
Conference UCC, Laura 
Di Piazza, Susan Dowdell, 
Barbara Ball, Barbara 
Schultz, Peter Andrews, 
Carol Eramo, Christine 
Finnie, Marcella Calabi, 
Jessica Herring, Carol Han-
son, Tuckerman Wunderle, 
Springfield on the Move, 
Manaslu Gurung, Sarah Bo-
laski, Charles Malinowski, 
Heather Frahm, Bill Cro-
nin, Jeff Mobus, Michael 
Schmitt and the Black River 
Coffee Bar, Walter Mar-
tone, Springfield Housing 
Authority, John and Corky 
Bond, Christian Craig, 
Jessica Starr, Franklin Ca-
val-Holme, Jules O’Guin,  

Springfield Garden Club, 
Anne Miller, Francis 
and Susan Larocque, 
Deborah Davis, Dan 
Dancosse, Sharon Ayer, 
Britney Privett, Char 
Osterlund, Jill Markert, 
Janice and Butch Stearns, 
Ronald Hoffman, Imag-
eTek, Charis Boke, Bob 
Anderson, Thomas Ol-
ney, Barbara and Karl Ri-
otte, Barbara and Brian 
Hildreth, Vermont Tim-
ber Works, Bibens Home 
Center, Donald Aiken-
head, Patricia Townsend, 
Victoria Hingston, Rob-
ert Flint, Douglas and 
Judith Priestly, Barbara 
Rodgers and Armand 
Soucy, Springfield Li-
ons Club, Ellen Whee-
lock, Warren Cross, 
Claire and Bob Trask, 

Diane and John 
Holme, Lyle and 
Harriet Wood, 
the customers of 
Springfield Food 
Co-op’s Change 
for Change Pro-
gram, Spring-
field Rotary Club, 
Dale Dechen in 
memory of Kurt 
Dechen, Garet 
and Glenna Rich-
ardson, Amy En-
glesberg, Harold 
Lombard, Kim-
berly Beardsley, 
Patricia Martin, 
and Wes Marshall 
for creating a large 
sign in front of the 
church.

Green on Main reaches 
its goal

BY JOE MILLIKEN
The Shopper

C H A R L E S T O W N , 
N.H. – Located in 
Charlestown, the Silsby 
Free Public Library has 
been gifted a “teen space” 
in the library, donated in 
memory of the recently 
departed Phil Prouty. 
Growing up in Charles-
town during the 70s and 
early 80s, and just a few 
blocks from the library, 
ironically enough Phil’s 
family were Yankees 
fans, while living just two 
doors down from Lee 
and Cecil Fisk, parents of 
Red Sox legend Carlton 
Fisk. 
  Phil was dedicated, be-

ginning his tenure at the 
library in 1976 when he 
was in eighth grade, and 
worked as an assistant 
librarian with Florence 
Bingham until he gradu-
ated from Langdon’s Fall 
Mountain Regional High 
School in 1980. 
  “It was a job he loved, 

because he was so orga-
nized and loved every-
thing to be in its place,” 
Phil’s younger sister Deb 
(Prouty) Gay said in a 
recent interview. “He 
greatly enjoyed catalog-
ing books, arranging 
sections, and doing the 
paperwork so everything 
was where it should be.
  “Phil also found solace 

in the library. He was not 
really involved in sports 
or after-school activities 
in high school, so work-
ing at the library was just 

perfect for him.”
  In February of this year, 

Phil suddenly and unex-
pectedly passed away after 
one of his weekly tennis 
matches. He was an evan-
gelist with the Assemblies 
of God Churches, and lived 
with his wife Sherri, two 
sons, and three grandsons 
in Spring Hill, Fla. 
  Deb is the driving force 

behind the dedication of 
this library teen space, 
in honor of her brother. 
“Charlestown means so 
much to our family, and 
without hesitation, I knew 
that I wanted to do some-
thing in memory of Phil 
that would also create a 
positive impact in our 
hometown,” Deb said.
  “It is my desire that 

young people come to the 
library and hang out, grab 
a book to read, or use the 
internet for homework and 
research...but mainly to 
feel safe and enjoy that bit 
of their youth just as my 
brother Phil did.”
  Deb is also an author, and 

has donated a signed set 
of all six of her children’s 
books to the newly dedicat-
ed space. Additionally, the 
writer of this article, who 
grew up in nearby North 
Walpole and also gradu-
ated from Fall Mountain 
Regional High School, is 
donating a personalized 
copy of his book, a music 
biography about the late 
Benjamin Orr, singer and 
bass player of the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame band The 
Cars.
  “We have spent the last 

month gathering just the 
right furniture and décor, 
and Deb has sent dozens 
of books to be displayed in 
the space and to be given 
away,” library director Jen-
nifer Haynes said in a re-
cent interview. “Our vision 
of what the space should 
look like is quickly becom-
ing a reality, and we are 
incredibly grateful for the 
generosity of Deb and [her 
husband] Doug. We hope 
that the new space is not 
only a welcome place for 
teens, but also a great rep-
resentation of Phil’s love for 
the library.”
  Phil’s mother Natalie 

Prouty worked in the Fall 
Mountain Regional School 
District for many years. “I 
am blessed with a daugh-
ter who is so giving and 
thoughtful in remembering 
her brother this way. This 
teen space is a gift that Phil-
ip would have truly loved. 
He will be missed, but we 
know that we can always 
go into the library and feel 
Philip’s presense.” 
  The Silsby Free Public 

Library offers a unique col-
lection of historical mate-
rial specific to the Town of 
Charlestown and the Upper 
Valley Region, and thrives 
as a cultural center for the 
surrounding communi-
ties. Additionally, residents, 
property owners, and em-
ployees of Charlestown 
are eligible to borrow from 
the library at no charge. A 
small annual fee is charged 
to nonresidents. To learn 
more, visit their website at 
www.silsbyfpl.org.

Teen space gifted to 
Charlestown Library

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Many Springfield residents 
have questions about Spring-
field’s school system and its 
budget. “Ask the School Su-
perintendent” is the Spring-
field Town Library’s next 
Community Conversation.
  Originally scheduled for 

later in May, it has been 
pushed up to Tuesday, May 
14, at 6 p.m., to allow resi-
dents to ask any questions 
they have for Sherri Nich-
ols, the superintendent of 

schools.
  While in-person atten-

dance is encouraged, SAPA 
TV will stream the discus-
sion on their public channel 
(1077 for Comcast, and 160 
for VTel) and their YouTube 
channel. If people have ques-
tions about the stream, their 
website, www.sapatv.org, 
should answer them.
  The school district has 

posted answers to fre-
quently asked questions 
about the budget on the 

school website, at 4.files.
e d l . i o / 3 6 3 d / 0 5 / 0 3 / 
24/114007-2e0758c7-
1 6 a e - 4 4 2 f - b f b b -
08f2077af836.pdf.
  Other questions can be 

submitted to springfield-
library@hotmail.com if 
residents cannot attend in 
person. Springfield Town 
Library is committed to 
providing opportunities 
for all to get the answers 
they need before the May 
21 budget vote.

“Ask the Superintendent” 
at Springfield Library

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Lions Club hosted 
its annual food drive on April 
20, at Shaw’s in Springfield. 
Four hundred pounds of food 
and $454 in monetary dona-
tions were collected for the 
Springfield Family Center. 
Thank you Shaw’s Grocery 
Store for the location, and 
thank you to the greater 
Springfield community for all 
your generous donations to 
help your neighbors. 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Lions food drive success

Plan for the Green space in Springfield.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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WE BUY AND SELL:
Furniture, Home Decor, Collectibles, Rugs, 

Housewares, Appliances, Electronics, Tools, more!

802-885-6464  ~  Like us on Facebook
Springfield Shopping Plaza

GREAT NORTHERN LIQUIDATION

Out of Water? Call Us First!

Serving VT and NH

LOOK TO US FOR YOUR
BASIC PHONE SERVICE

TDS Telecom offers the following local exchange  
telecommunications services to all customers  
throughout its serving area:

– Voice grade access to the public switched network;
– Local exchange service;
– Dual tone multi-frequency signal;
– Single party service;
– Access to emergency service;
– Access to operator services;
– Access to interexchange service;
– Access to directory assistance; and
– Toll blocking without charge to qualified low  
 income customers.

Below are the monthly rates for local exchange service:

 Residential Business
 Monthly Rate* Monthly Rate*

Unlimited $19.00 $38.00

Measured $13.90 $23.65

(Measured Service includes up to 300 minutes)

Monthly discounts are available to residential  
customers meeting certain low income criteria.

For more information, contact TDS Telecom toll-free  
at 1-888-CALL-TDS.

*The above rates do not include charges for long distance, operator services, Directory 
Assistance, 911 emergency service, optional local calling plans, mandatory local mileage or 
zone charges, or other state and federal taxes/surcharges.           210563VTLUDPE/3-24/12842

Now Open!

34

Beautiful & Colorful Hanging Baskets • Perennials • Annuals
Flower & Veggie Bedding A-Z • Mulch & Fertilizer

Farm Fresh Produce In Season

Happy 
Mother’s 

Day!

(802) 875-4226
Route 103 N • Chester • 12 Miles South of Ludlow

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA). For use by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient 
only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREG-
NANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or use of cannabis may carry significant legal 
penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law. It may not be transported outside 
of the state of Vermont. The effects of edible cannabis may be delayed by two hours or 
more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration, coordination, and 
judgment. Persons 25 years and younger may be more likely to experience harm to the 
developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the 
influence of this product. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.

Happy Mother’s Day!

2022 North Main Street Londonderry

GREEN MOUNTAIN THERAPEUTICS
We’ve got the gas

Mom Owned and Operated

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
On Tuesday, May 14, at 
6:45 p.m., Heather Willis-
Doxsee starts up a silent 
book club. Silent book 
clubs meet up, spend time 
reading a book of one’s 
choosing silently, and then 
have the option to mingle 
and chat about books. The 
first silent book club meet-
ing will be held at the Pizza 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Rotary Club 
will be holding a “Fill the 
Cart from the Heart” food 
drive on Saturday, May 
11, from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., 

in the Springfield Shop-
ping Plaza, to benefit the 
Springfield Family Center 
Food Shelf. Please come 
and grab a bag, and fill it 
with nonperishable food 

items or personal care 
products to help those in 
need. The Rotary Club 
will be set up by Shaw’s 
in the plaza, and hopes 
to see you there.

“Fill the Cart from 
the Heart” Springfield 
Rotary food drive

Palace at 111 Rockingham 
Street in Bellows Falls, Vt. 
Subsequent silent book 
club meetings will be held 
on the second Tuesday of 
each month at a different 
venue around town where 
readers can choose to pur-
chase a snack or beverage. 
There is no obligation to 
do so. 
  If this sounds interesting, 

please share your con-
tact information with 
the Rockingham Library 
by calling 802-463-4270, 
emailing program-
ming@rockinghamli-
brary.org, or stopping by 
the library at 65 West-
minster Street. This club, 
sponsored by Rocking-
ham Library, is free and 
open to the public.

Silent book club coming 
soon to Bellows Falls

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Members of the Bellows 
Falls Woman’s Club will 
gather for their final meet-
ing of the club year at the 
United Church, 8 School 
Street, on May 14, begin-
ning at 12 p.m. The execu-
tive board will host a lun-
cheon for all. Following the 
meal, officers for the 2024-
2026 administration will be 
installed. Wrap-up reports 
of committees and the club 
will be addressed.
  At the April 9 meeting, 

Sharon Baker of Chester 
presented a program on 
her handmade shawl and 
scarf business. As an en-
trepreneur, she has been 
instrumental in helping to 
establish other incubator 

businesses in the town.
Plans were made for the 

May 5 antiques appraisal 
event, with net proceeds 
earmarked to support the 
two high school scholar-
ships.
  The local library’s grand-

father clock, which the club 
gave to the Rockingham Li-

brary in 1909, has been 
restored, and will be re-
dedicated on June 1, at 12 
p.m., at the library.
  The executive board 

will meet during the 
summer to make plans 
for the next year of club 
meetings, which will be-
gin on Sept. 10.

Bellows Falls Woman’s Club 
final meeting of the season

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
On April 18, the Spring-
field Unified Basketball 
team traveled to Middle-
bury Union High School 
to take on the Middle-
bury Tigers. It was the 
Cosmos third game of 
the season, which ended 
in a 20-34 loss against 
the tigers. This was the 
team’s first away game. 
Despite loss, athletes 
learned new skills and 
improved their game to 
beat Rutland on April 
25, at Dressel Gym in 
Springfield, Vt. 
  The Middlebury game 

was low scoring for 
both teams. High scor-
ers for the night were 
Trinity Todd with six 
points, to follow with 
four points were Isaiah 
Short, Emily Toner, and 
Sam Bailey. Rosie 
Leon chipped in 
two points for the 
Cosmos as well. 
For the Tigers, 
high scorers were 
Tyreese Tucker 
and Conner Swan, 
each with eight 
points, followed 
by Nate Buell with 
six points. A thank 
you to the Tigers 
for their sports-
manship. 
  On Thurs-

day, April 25, at 
Dressler Gym, 
the Springfield 
Cosmos defeated 
Rutland 45-25. 

First, Unified would like to 
thank Springfield students, 
families and friends, and 
our community for taking 
the time out of your busy 
schedule to come and watch 
this victory. The Cosmos 
dominated rebounding and 
shooting for the night. Ag-
gressive defense by Echo 
Powers and Lucas Orchitt 
was phenominal with his 
one-to-one defense. 
  At the end of the first 

quarter, the Cosms were 
behind by six with a score 
of 8-14. During the sec-
ond quarter, the Cosmos’ 
momentum soared to gain 
the lead by four points with 
a halftime score of 21-17. 
Buckets from Bailey, Bills, 
and a free throw shot from 
Todd allowed for this lead. 
  It was in the second quar-

ter that the Cosmos decid-

ed they were going to take 
this game from Rutland. 
Unified veteran senior Bai-
ley is a strong asset for the 
Cosmos. He is aware on 
each end of the court and 
will beat every player to 
the block. Freshman Lucas 
Orchitt is a defensive asset 
to the team as he helps shut 
down the opposing team’s 
leading scorer. Echo Pow-
ers is another asset on de-
fense. 
  Back to Back buckets in 

the third and fourth quar-
ters from Toner, Johnson, 
Bailey, and Bills allowed the 
green and white to reign in 
a huge win. Nine of 11 play-
ers scored in the game. 
For Rutland, Agee, Sabino, 

and Whitcome each con-
tributed two, Morton add-
ed one, and Capen scored 
18 for the night.

Cosmos fall to Tigers, 
defeat Rutland

The Springfield Cosmos celebrate their win over Rutland.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
The 2024 Stellafane Con-
vention, the 88th conven-
tion of amateur telescope 
makers on Breezy Hill in 
Springfield, Vt., will be 
held Thursday, Aug. 1 – 
Sunday, Aug. 4.

  Registration is now open. 
Register at www.stellafane.
org any time before July 
29. The lowest admission 
prices are available to those 
who register before June 29.
  Our keynote speaker is 

Tony Hull, whose talk will 
be “From ATM and Stella-
fane to Polishing the Webb 
Mirrors,” which he super-
vised.
  Preceding the conven-

tion, the Hartness House 
Workshop is scheduled 
for Thursday, Aug. 1. The 
theme of the event this year 
will be “Eclectic Astronomy 

III,” meaning the workshop 
will offer a broad spectrum 
of interesting individual 
talks. The slate for the day 
will be a heterogeneous 
collection of high-quality 
presentations, on a variety 
of astronomical subjects, 
with the usual opportunity 
to mingle with the speak-
ers and other attendees at 
the historic Hartness House 
Inn. See the website for de-
tails; additional fees apply.
  Other program high-

lights include a teen robot-
ics program for ages 12-17; 
Observing Olympics for 

binoculars and telescopes; 
an amateur telescope com-
petition, both optical and 
mechanical; an amateur 
telescope-making demon-
stration; and swap tables; 
as well as a full program 
of daytime speakers talk-
ing on topics of interest to 
amateur astronomers and 
telescope makers at the be-
ginner, intermediate, or ad-
vanced levels.
  Saturday evening half 

chicken and half rack of rib 
dinner packages are avail-

able to order with your 
registration. Food services 
will be operating Thursday 
evening through Sunday 
morning.
  The pink Stellafane Club-

house was completed in 
1924; this year is its 100th 
birthday. It’s a big part of 
the Stellafane Observatory 
National Historic Land-
mark. We have some spe-
cial things planned – come 
be part of this celebration at 
this year’s Stellafane Con-
vention.

Stellafane Convention registration now open

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Wednesday, May 29, at 6 
p.m., join us at the Spring-
field Town Library for an 
informative Vet Center Pre-
sentation.
  Meet veterans outreach 

program specialist and U.S. 
Army veteran Morgana 
Isenberg. She will speak 
about the Vet Center and its 
services, including mental 
health counseling, groups, 
activities, and referral ser-

vices. Learn about the ser-
vices and support available 
to veterans in our commu-
nity. We’re confident that 
Morgana will be able to 
help with any questions you 
have.
  This event is free and 

open to the public. Call 
the library at 802-885-3108 
with any inquiries, or visit 
our calendar of events to 
sign up at www.springfield-
townlibrary.org/calendar.

Vet Center 
Presentation
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Member FINRA/SIPC
Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

802-228-5774
Member FINRA/SIPC

Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Getting a second opinion on your 
financial future may:

• Lower your investment fees
• Improve your performance
• Help you understand your investments and risk
• Make sure you don’t outlive your money

Call us today to set up a no risk private consultation.
Isn’t your peace of mind worth the time?

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

RON PATCH

Buying 
Antiques

Photographs, 
Military, 

Clocks, Guns, 
Coins

802-374-0119

Call Ron Patch at 802-374-0119

• Antiques
• Early Photographs
• Military: Helmets, 
  Flags, Uniforms, 
  Weapons, Daggers 
  and Bayonets

• Antique Clocks & 
  Clock Parts

• Guns
• Coins
• & More!

Buying:

280 River Street, Springfield
802-885-4963
802-885-6200

P&M Auto & Service

2016 Subaru Forester
Fully Loaded 

AWD

2018 Ford Fusion

2017 Kia Sportage LX

HYBRID SE
4 Cylinder
Locking Windows
AM/FM/CD 
AC

Fully Loaded
4 Cylinder

2018 Hyundai Tucson SEL

2020 Kia Optima

Fully Loaded
AWD

Fully Loaded
4 Cylinder

4 Door

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit ApprovalBankruptcy • Bad Credit

First Time • Divorce

Ready to meet with us?
Reach out to Phil today!

wwbuilding.com

Big projects or small improvements,
we’re ready to help!

hello@wwbuilding.com

Send us a project question! We
have the knowledge and

customer service you want. We
provide the right solutions and

we’re building relationships
within our community. 

Text or Call 
(802)-289-9787

phil@wwbuilding.com 

BY RON PATCH
802-374-0119

ronpatch27@gmail.com

  L.A. Carpenter published 
a monthly newspaper of-
fering free ads. Carp wrote 
stories under a number of 
pseudonyms, often with 
humor. Today, Carpenter’s 
Store is Meditrina. I suggest 
you slow down and read 
this twice.
  “Sumwheresin Vt. 
  “January 1st, 1929.
  “Dere Al:
  “Haint you never going to 

git out a nother one of your 
Store News? Whats the mat-
ter? Allyure reporters had 
there tonsils and addnoids 
out so they cant think of no 
yarns or is Chester just na-
terlly gorn and give up the 
Gost? I thort perhaps some 
of the folks mite of got mad 
at was rote about em, but 

I don’t see why ennybody 
should mad at the trooth. If 
you cant have a spellen be 
or a bergalry fore excitment 
why don’t sum buddy get 
up a nother ole folks con-
sert or sumthin?
  “Say Al, I perty neer for-

got to tell you that me and 
Mandy went to the Bonvil 
fare and you no when we 
got to Rasonvil it took me so 
long to get to Bonvil count 
o there bein so meny cars 
in the rode that we got onto 
the fare grounds just as they 
was a playin Home sweet 
home waltz and i never see 
nuthin of the hors rasin er 
nuthin. Seems to me es how 
it wood be a good idee not 
to alough on ottermobils on 
the rode fare days.
  “Al, im sory yure nam 

sake got beet out for Pre-
sedent, not that I think 
hees the man as shud have 

it but just caus I hate to se 
a nam sake get in trubbel. 
my wife sais Hoover is the 
man es ort to hav it, she sais 
she bot one of them Hoover 
aperns down to yure store 
and it cant be beet and her 
dauter what she had bye her 
first man and lives down in 
Boston has got one of them 
Hoover kitchen cabnets 
and a man as is smart enuf 
to git up such usful things 
has got branes to no what 
else the people need. Eny-
how i don’t think it makes 
so much differense who he 
is es how folks take hold 
thereselves. Now fer in-
stence take my nearest nay-
bor hees just so fer ahead or 
behind al the time. He gets 
his wood for brekfast just 
in time fur dinner, plants 
his corn when he shud be 
hayin, and gets in his hay 
and pertaters at the same 

time caus he has to 
get his taters before 
the ground freeses. 
Now it seems to me 
that a man es wood 
do that it woodent 
make much odds 
who was presedent as 
he is to far gorn to be 
helpt by ennybody.
  “Wel es Wil Rogers 

sais, “al i now is what 
i see by the papers” and 
ime going to keep on sawin 
wood and when Paul gets 
me i hope ill have enuff in 
the old teapot to put me in 
a quiet place.
  “Well Al, cours it aint 

none of my bisnes bout 
yure paper but folks up 
here do set a store by it and 
i do hope you haint give up 
putting it out eny more spe-
cally as i want to put in a ad 
to sell my old white drivin 
hoss as Mandy sais she aint 

going to Bonvil fare next 
year unles she can have a 
lizzy so she can get there 
the same day. Well Al, Man-
dy sais if i don’t come to bed 
shell blow out the candle so 
here goes. Good nite Al. 
  “Yure frend B.V.D.
  “P.S. Next mornin. Oh, 

Al! Here’s thet ad I spok 
of las nite in case you go 
to press agin afore the old 
white hoss kicks the buckit.
  “FOR SAIL. White Drivin 

Hoss, wate 9-10 hundred, 

eats and sleeps wel, perfeck-
ly safe for wimmin and chil-
dren to driv, no grate speed, 
stands without hitchin and 
aint afrade o the cars. Price 
rite – wood trade for a lizze 
in good runnin order. Aint 
pertickler bout paint, wind-
shield nor none o them 
new-fangled dew-dads. 
  B.V.D., Sumwheresin, Vt.”

  This week’s old saying: 
“About all you can do on a 
shoestring today is trip.”

Carpenter’s Store News

Carpenter’s Store car promoting  Ball-Band Rubbers at Hugging Bear.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, 33 Fairgrounds 
Road in Springfield, an-
nounces that their gar-
den plots are ready for 
“adoption.” The garden 
is located behind the 

church. These plots are en-
tirely free. Those “adopt-
ing” a plot are responsible 
for their total care/seeding. 
Water is available on site. 
For further info, call Boris 
at 802-885-4163. Leave a 
message if necessary.

St. Mark’s garden 
plots availableATHENS, Vt. – The Ath-

ens Brick Meetinghouse 
Committee, in conjunction 
with the Athens Historic 
Preservation Society, will 
hold our seventh annual 
Plant Sale on Saturday, May 
18, from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m., 
at the 1817 Brick Meeting-
house in Athens, Vt.
  After a long winter, we 

relish the idea of this an-
nual outdoor spring event. 
Visitors will find a variety 
of perennials, annuals, and 
vegetable seedlings on the 
lovely meetinghouse lawn, 
as well as delightful garden-
related raffle prizes. Expe-
rienced gardeners will be 
there to answer questions 
and offer gardening advice.
  The Athens Brick Meet-

inghouse is historically 
significant to the Wind-
ham County region of 
Vermont, and particu-
larly the 12 surrounding 
towns which comprised 
the “Old Athens Cir-
cuit” – Grafton, Rock-
ingham, Townshend, 
Londonderry, Weston, 
Chester, Acton, Spring-
field, Landgrove, Wind-
ham, Putney, and Mount 
Holly. Circuit preachers 
from Athens traveled out 
to these towns to perform 
religious services. Quar-
terly camp meetings with 
the Methodist congregants 
from these towns often 
lasted two days at the Ath-
ens Meetinghouse, which 
was known as the “Mother 

Church.”
  This national historic 

landmark, located at 2 
Meetinghouse Road just 
off Route 35, will be open 
for viewing the meeting-

house sanctuary and 
vestibule during this 
event. All proceeds go 
to support ongoing ef-
forts to preserve this 
unique historic gem. 
Donations made to 
the Athens Historic 
Preservation Society 
are fully tax deduct-
ible, and will support 
the preservation of the 
meetinghouse.
  The meetinghouse 

will be open for visi-
tors during the Plant 
Sale. For more in-

formation, or to make 
plant or other donations, 
contact Sherry Maher at 
802-275-2835, or follow 
Athens Meetinghouse on 
Facebook.

Athens Meetinghouse Plant Sale

REGION – Join the 
Southern Vermont As-
tronomy Group (So-
VerA) for our monthly 
Zoom meeting on Tues-
day, May 14, at 7 p.m.
  This month we will 

discuss the April 8 solar 
eclipse, and share our 
varied experiences of that 
phenomenon. There will 
be a brief discussion of 
the new solar telescope, 
which SoVerA now owns 
with two other local or-

ganizations. 
  For those of you who 

took photographs of the 
event, please bring your im-
ages to share. 
  Monthly second-Tuesday 

meetings are a regular fea-
ture of SoVerA. You can 
find the link to our Zoom 
meetings at the SoVerA 
website, www.sovera.org. 
  We look forward to hear-

ing your experience of the 
eclipse. 

SoVerA May 
monthly meeting

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Tuesday, May 28, at 6 p.m., 
the Springfield Town Li-
brary welcomes New York 
Times bestselling author 
Michael Tougias for his pre-
sentation “400 Miles Down 
the Connecticut River.”
  Join us for an exciting ad-

venture as we embark on a 
thrilling journey down the 
beautiful Connecticut River. 
This in-person event prom-
ises to be an unforgettable 
experience.
  New England’s longest riv-

er, the Connecticut, is rich 
in history. Tougias offers a 
narrated slide presentation 
that takes the viewer down 

the entire 410 miles of the 
river, discussing history 
from the days of loggers, 
Indian wars, steamships, 
and canals. Suggestions 
for day trips and weekend 
outings are included.
  Tougias is a frequent 

guest on The Weather 
Channel, ABC’s 20/20, 
NPR, and other national 
TV and radio programs.
  This is a Vermont Hu-

manities Council event, 
hosted by Springfield 
Town Library. Visit the li-
brary’s calendar of events 
to sign up at www.spring-
fieldtownlibrary.org/cal-
endar.

“400 Miles Down 
the Connecticut 
River”

The Athens Brick Meetinghouse.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Comfortable sofas... roomy sectionals... 
beautiful accent chairs... all custom tailored in 
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ALL NORWALK UPHOLSTERY ON SALE
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beautiful accent chairs... all custom tailored in 

over 850 fabrics and leathers.

ALL NORWALK UPHOLSTERY ON SALE

MEMORIAL DAY SALE 
MAY 21-JUNE 3

ALL NORWALK UPHOLSTERY ON SALE

The Take a Break will be back 
next week due to lack of space

We apologize for the 
inconvience, and thank you for 

your understanding

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
The Dance Factory will 
present their 40th annual 
Spring Recital on Saturday, 
May 11, at Springfield High 
School in Springfield, Vt. 
  Students aged preschool 

through adult will show-
case original works of bal-
let, pointe, modern, jazz, 
hip-hop, and tap dance in 
two separate shows, at 2 
p.m. and 6 p.m. Teen and 
adult dancers will appear 
in both performances. 

  “The dancers have been 
preparing for months, dur-
ing class time and in extra 
rehearsals on Sunday,” said 
Dance Factory owner Kate 
Frizzell-DeRosia. “You can 
just feel their excitement. 
They can’t wait to show 
their family and friends 
how much they have ac-
complished this year.”
  Advance tickets are avail-

able at Tina’s Hallmark 
and Woodbury Florist in 
Springfield, Sage Jewelry 

and Gifts in Chester, and 
online through Event-
brite at df2024recital.
eventbrite.com. Two-
show tickets are dis-
counted. Day-of tickets 
will be available at the 
door. 
  For more informa-

tion on The Dance Fac-
tory’s Spring Recital, 
please visit www.dance-
factoryvt.com, or email 
D a n c e F a c t o r y V T @
gmail.com.

The Dance Factory 40th 
annual Spring Recital

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
You are invited to show 
your work at Gallery at the 
VAULT in our Open Wall 
Show. This is a chance to 
display your work in a non-
juried show. There is no fee. 
It is a great opportunity for 
artists who would like to get 
their work out there for the 
first time, as well as for sea-
soned artists.
  The next show’s theme 

is “Sunsational.” You can 
bring in two works if they 
are 18 inches by 20 inches 

or smaller, or one if it is 
larger. Sculpture, pottery, 
etc., are appreciated just as 
much as wall art. The work 
needs to be suitable for 
viewing by all ages. Wire on 
the back of wall art is need-
ed for our hanging system. 
The time to bring in your 
creation is Wednesday, May 
15, from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.; 
Thursday, May 16, from 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m.; Friday, May 
17, from 11 a.m. – 6:30 
p.m.; or Saturday, May 18, 
from 11 a.m. – 5 pm.

  Gallery at the VAULT 
is located at 68 Main 
Street in Springfield, Vt. 
We are open Wednes-
days, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays, from 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m., and Fri-
days, from 11 a.m. – 7 
p.m. For more informa-
tion, call 802-885-7111, 
email galleryvault@ver-
montel.net, or visit www.
galleryvault.org or the 
gallery’s Facebook page. 
The gallery is ADA ac-
cessible.

VAULT Open Wall call 
for submissions

PUTNEY, Vt. – The 
Next Stage Bandwagon 
Summer Series opens 
its season with Persian 
musician Mehrnam Ra-
stegari and Mediterra-
nean surf trio Habbina 
Habbina on Saturday, 
May 18, at 6 p.m., at The 
Putney Inn, 57 Putney 
Landing Road in Putney.
  “When we kick off 

the Bandwagon Series, 
we are looking for an 
artist that delivers on 
our Bandwagon prom-
ise of diversity, virtuos-
ity, and creativity,” says 
Keith Marks, executive 
director of Next Stage 
Arts. “Mehrnam is a 
rising star in the New 
York City world mu-
sic scene. The pairing 
of Mehrnam and Hab-
bina Habbina brings joy, 
dancing, and a unique 
sonic experience. People 
should come prepared 
to dance!”
  Mehrnam Rastegari 

is a prominent Persian 
musician, film score 
composer, singer, vio-
linist, and master Ka-
mancheh player. She has 
been featured in some 
of the most prestigious 

music festivals worldwide, 
including GlobalFest, Se-
cret Planet, and Ragas Live 
Festival in New York City; 
Fajr International Music 
Festival in Tehran, Iran; the 
World Music Expo in Tam-
pere, Finland; the Interna-
tional Competition named 
after Tlep Aspantaiuly in 
Astana, Kazakhstan; and 
numerous concerts across 
the United States, Ger-
many, Switzerland, France, 
Iran, and more.
  The Brooklyn-based 

Mediterranean trio Hab-
bina Habbina connects 
Brooklyn indie to Middle 
Eastern psychedelia and 
guitar twang mastery. Hab-
bina Habbina plays what 
could be described as Med-
iterranean surf, with a surf-
ing style that owes much to 
the Middle Eastern side of 
Dick Dale, or the Western 
side of Omar Khorshid. 
Habbina Habbina, named 
after a beloved song by Syr-
ian singer Farid El-Atrache, 
takes its inspiration from 
Egyptian pop, Greek tunes, 
as well as all sorts of retro 
Mediterranean hits, James 
Bond Soundtracks, Umm 
Kulthum, Aris San, and 
many more.

  The Bandwagon Summer 
Series is a family-friendly 
outdoor cultural perfor-
mance series running 
from early May through 
mid-October. More than 
20 performances, rang-
ing from a diverse group 
of musical styles, circus 
arts, dance, and theater, 
will take place at ballfields, 
farms, and parks through-
out Windham County. 
Kids under 12 always get 
in for free, and a dedicated 
play area will be available 
at all shows. Refreshments 
are sold on site, including 
the return of the hugely 
popular Barr Hill cocktails. 
Bring a picnic and a blan-
ket or fold-up chair to en-
joy our concerts.
  The Putney Inn is lo-

cated at 57 Putney Landing 
Road in Putney. Tickets 
are discounted in advance 
at www.nextstagearts.org. 
For more information, call 
802-387-0102 or visit the 
website above.
  Support for the Band-

wagon Summer Series is 
provided by M&T Bank, 
Oak Meadow, The Porch 
Cafe & Catering, Brattle-
boro Reformer, and Barr 
Hill.

Bandwagon Series opens 
with Mehrnam Rastegari

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next 
Stage Arts and Twilight 
Music present Hanneke 
Cassel Band, featuring 
Keith Murphy and Jenna 
Moynihan, plus Yann 
Falquet, at Next Stage on 
Thursday, May 16, at 7 
p.m.
  Effervescent and en-

gaging, Boston-based 
fiddler Hanneke Cas-
sel’s fiddle music fuses 
influences from the 
Isle of Skye and Cape 
Breton with Americana 
grooves and musical in-
novations. She has per-
formed and traveled 
across North America, 
Europe, Australia, and 
Asia. Hanneke’s music is 
a blend of the contem-
porary and traditional, 
described by the Boston 
Globe as “exuberant and 
rhythmic, somehow wild 
and innocent, delivered 
with captivating melodic 
clarity and an irresistible 
playfulness.”

  The Hanneke Cassel Band 
features Jenna Moynihan 
on five-string fiddle/vocals, 
and Keith Murphy on gui-
tar/vocals. Jenna Moynihan 
is regarded as one of the 
best in the new generation 
of fiddle players. Versatile 
and inventive, her fiddling 
style draws strongly from 
the Scottish tradition, but 
is in no way bound by it. 
A graduate of Berklee Col-
lege of Music, Jenna per-
forms as part of a duo with 
cutting edge harpist Mairi 
Chaimbeul and is the regu-
lar fiddler for the Seamus 
Egan Project. Newfound-
land-born guitarist Keith 
Murphy began absorbing 
his native musical languag-
es – folk songs, ballads, 
and dance music – from 
an early age. A proficient 
multi-instrumentalist, he 
has long applied consider-
able energy to the rhythmic 
side of music, becoming a 
valued band member and 
highly sought-after side-

man on guitar, mandolin, 
and foot percussion.
  Together, the Hanneke 

Cassel Band creates a cut-
ting-edge acoustic sound 
that retains the integrity 
and spirit of the Scottish 
tradition.
  Yann Falquet is a very ac-

tive and creative acoustic 
guitar player on the Quebe-
cois music scene. He has ex-
plored many styles of music, 
and completed a bachelor’s 
degree in jazz. Since then, 
he has developed a personal 
guitar style for Quebec folk 
music, inspired by the play-
ing of the accompanists of 
different cultures (Brittany, 
Scandinavia, Ireland, North 
America).
  Next Stage is located at 

15 Kimball Hill in down-
town Putney, Vt. Tickets 
are discounted in advance 
at www.nextstagearts.org. 
There is also a livestream 
option. For information, 
call 802-387-0102 or visit 
the website above.

Hanneke Cassel Band at 
Next Stage

Dance Factory students during a previous Spring Recital.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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obituariesCHURCH SERVICES

OBITUARIES: 
A basic 200-word 
obituary is $75, 

and $0.50 per word 
thereafter. A black 
and white photo is 
an additional $10. 
Email to editor@

vermontjournal.com 
by Monday at 12 p.m.

CHURCH 
SERVICES: 
We run Church 
Services on an 

alternating schedule. 
Subject to space. All 
services are posted 

online at www.
VermontJournal.com.
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Owners Scott and Angela Page
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LACONIA, N.H. – Ernest 
L. Brochu of Laconia, N.H., 
passed away at Concord 
Hospital – Laconia after 
a brief illness, with family 
at his side. Ernie was born 
on May 17, 1948, to Phillip 
and Marilyn (Pat) Smith in 
Hardwick, Vt.
  Ernie grew up with his 

brother Donald “Doni” in 
Springfield, Vt. As a kid, he 
was always busy with his 
paper route and shoveling 
driveways during the winter, 
enlisting Doni’s help on all 
these endeavors. Money was 
spent on candy and comic 
books, saving up to buy his 
first car, a 1956 Chevy Bel 
Air, and later a ’64 convert-
ible. He was known to wash 
his cars three times weekly, 
to keep them shining. After 
graduating from Springfield 
High School, Ernie joined 
the Navy. He was a machin-
ist on the USS Gilmore, a 
submarine tender; and the 
USS Barney, a destroyer. 
He travelled throughout 
the Mediterranean Sea, and 
enjoyed sightseeing at the 
many ports of call. Ernie 
was very proud to serve his 
country during the Vietnam 
War years. After his dis-
charge, he spent more than 
35 years as a machinist for 
Sturm, Ruger & Co. It was 
here that he met his wife 
Carrie. After retirement, 
they moved to Leesburg, 
Fla., to enjoy the warmer cli-
mate, getting away from the 
New England winters. Fol-
lowing Carrie’s death, Ernie 

returned to New Hampshire 
and lived with his daughter 
Lori, who helped care for 
him as his health began to 
fail. 
  Ernie was predeceased 

by his wife Carrie (Temple-
ton) Brochu, and his parents 
Phillip and Pat Brochu. He 
is survived by his daugh-
ter Lori (and Brian) Hurst 
of Laconia, N.H.; son Paul 
Brochu of Leesburg, Fla.; his 
brother Donald (and Kath-
leen) Brochu of Weathers-
field, Vt.; his stepdaughter 
Terri Templeton (and Le-
land) of Windsor, Vt.; and 
three grandchildren Logan, 
Sydney, and Ethan. 
  A graveside service with 

military honors was held 
on May 6, 2024, at the New 
Hampshire State Veterans 
Cemetery. 
  For those who wish, the 

family suggests memorial 
donations be made to the 
Tilton VA Clinic, 630 West 
Main Street, Tilton, N.H. 
  To view an online memo-

rial, go to www.wilkinson-
bane.com. 

Ernest Brochu, 1948-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

REGION – The family of Andrew (Andy) V. Dufresne, 
who passed away Saturday, March 9, 2024, would like to 
announce his funeral services.
  A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, May 18, 

from 12-2 p.m., at the American Legion Post #29 in Clare-
mont, N.H. Lunch will be provided.
  A Funeral Mass will be held on Saturday, June 29, at 10 

a.m., at St. Norbert’s Catholic Church in Hardwick, Vt., fol-
lowed by a reception at St. Norbert’s Julian Room.
  In lieu of flowers, the family requests a memorial gift be 

made in his memory to the Disabled American Veterans, 
215 North Main Street, White River Junction, VT 05001.

CHESTER, Vt. – A graveside service for Erma Heidt-
mann, who passed away Jan. 12, 2024, will be held on Sat-
urday, May 11, at 2 p.m., at the Pleasant View Cemetery in 
Chester, Vt. Reverend James Shea will officiate.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – A memorial service for The Rev. 
William E. Nelson, who passed away Nov. 15, 2023, will be 
held on May 19, at 1:30 p.m., at the Davis Memorial Chapel 
in Springfield, Vt.

CAVENDISH, Vt. – A graveside service for John Snarski 
Jr., who passed away Feb. 16, 2024, will be held on May 25, 
at 11 a.m., at the Cavendish Village Cemetery in Cavendish, 
Vt. A reception will follow at the Bartonsville Grange Hall.

SAXTONS RIVER, 
Vt. – David E. Robarge of 
Saxtons River, Vt., passed 
away peacefully with his 
family by his side on April 
28, 2024, after complica-
tions from pulmonary dis-
ease. David was born Oct. 
24, 1949, in Bellows Falls, 
Vt.  He was the oldest of 
six children of Richard and 
Rita (DeMag) Robarge. He 
graduated from Bellows 
Falls High School in 1967. 
After high school, he start-
ed working with his father 
as an apprentice plumber, 
and eventually took over 
the family business. In De-
cember of 1967, he met the 
love of his life Maureen Ro-
barge (Waryas), and they 
married three years later on 
Dec. 31, 1970, at St. Charles 
Church in Bellows Falls, Vt. 
Together they had four chil-
dren Becky Bryant (David 
Jr.) of Springfield, Vt., Joel 
Robarge (Shana) of Drexel 
Hill, Pa., Melissa Benson 
(Adam) of Bellows Falls, 
Vt., and Joshua Robarge 
(Nicole) of Alstead, N.H. 
He enjoyed spending time 
with his eight grandchil-
dren, teaching them how to 
“fix” whatever was broken, 
and passing on “words of 
wisdom,” whether or not 
it was elicited. He could be 
counted on for his wit, and 
keeping you on your toes. 
He enjoyed watching birds, 
feeding his fish, and tinker-
ing. 
  He is predeceased by his 

parents; brothers Richard 
“Ricky,” Thomas, Lawrence, 
and Jaime; and a brother-in-
law James Waryas.
  He is survived by his wife; 

children; grandchildren 
David and Branden Bry-
ant, Levi and Eden Robarge, 
Logan and Elizabeth Ben-
son, and Bryce and Addisyn 
Robarge; and a brother Clif-
ford Robarge of Windham, 
Vt.
  There will be no calling 

hours. A Memorial Mass 
was celebrated on Monday, 
May 6, 2024, at St. Charles 
Church, at 11 a.m. At a later 
date, a private interment 
will be held at the family 
cemetery.  In lieu of flow-
ers, please consider donat-
ing to The American Lung 
Association, 372 Hurricane 
Lane, Williston, VT 05495. 
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

David Robarge, 1949-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – 
Susan Stebbins, 66, of Sax-
tons River, passed away 
on April 27, 2024, at the 
Springfield Hospital.  She 
was born in Philadelphia, 
Pa., on March 30, 1958, to 
her adoptive parents Grant 
and Katherine Frazer.  
  Susan worked many years 

waitressing at Rita’s Coffee 
Stop in Bellows Falls, and 
drove truck for St. Pierre 
Trucking. Susan loved na-
ture, flower gardening, and 
all animals. Susan was a his-
tory enthusiast, especially 
local and Vermont-related 
development. She loved col-
lecting and dealing with an-
tiques, if only for the story 
behind the items. Her re-
bellious wit and humor was 
legendary to all she encoun-
tered, and she easily struck 
up a conversation wherever 

she went. Susan loved ar-
chitecture and construction 
design and, as such, build-
ing was her passion.
  Susan is survived by her 

children Dr. Rachel Steb-
bins-Navy, Amy Vander-
griff, and Caleb Stebbins. 
She is also survived by her 
five grandchildren Jasmine 
Auclair, Noah Auclair, Hope 
Navy, Amon Bingham, and 
Lucas Perrigo. She also 
leaves many friends.
  Susan was predeceased by 

her parents and son-in-law.
  Calling hours were held 

on Wednesday, May 8, from 
4-6 p.m., at the Fenton and 
Hennessey Funeral Home, 
55 Westminster Street in 
Bellows Falls, Vt.
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home.

LOMPOC, Calif. – With 
sadness we report the pass-
ing, after a long illness, 
of Barbara Ann (Fender-
son) Stoodley (May 31, 
1951 – April 20, 2024), in 
Lompoc, Calif. She was 
the daughter of Ernest and 
Marjorie (Drew) Fender-
son of Charlestown, N.H. 
She was predeceased by 
her husband of 45 years Dr. 
Roland Stoodley, and her 
older sister Virginia (Fend-
erson) Poisson Pere. She 
leaves behind an older sister 
Joanne (Fenderson) Reed 
and her husband Loren 
Reed of Charlestown, N.H., 
and an older brother G.K. 
Fenderson and his partner 
Shelton Ramey of Acworth, 
N.H. She is also survived by 
her nieces Heather (Pois-
son) Blackwelder and Betsy 
(Knight) Mellish, her neph-
ews Fred Poisson Jr. and 
Aaron Knight, and their 
spouses and children; as 
well as Roland’s children 
Keith, Karen, Dawna, Dar-
cy, and Holley. She was pre-
deceased by her niece Mar-
tha (Thomas) Faxon.
  I would like to acknowl-

edge the wonderful care 
that Keith and Karen gave to 
Barbara. They were so car-
ing. She was rightly proud of 
her academic achievements, 
which included advanced 
nursing degrees and bach-

elor’s degree from Keene 
State College. She was de-
voted to her two golden re-
trievers, and her cat Wendy. 
She took her golden retriev-
er service dogs to different 
facilities, so that people in 
nursing homes and hospi-
tals could pet them.
  On Sunday, May 26, an 

informal remembrance 
gathering will be held at the 
home of her brother G.K. 
Fenderson, 384 Grout Hill 
Road, Acworth, N.H., at 
1 p.m., followed by a brief 
garden tour. Please bring 
memories and stories only; 
food and drinks will be 
provided. For information, 
call 603-835-6439, or email 
Hyddude@myfairpoint.net. 
All who knew and loved 
Barbie are welcome. A pri-
vate burial service will be 
held later.

Barbara Stoodley, 1951-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CAVENDISH, VT.
St. James United Methodist Church, 570 Main St.
Please join us Sundays at 8:45 a.m. with Pastor John 
Hawkins. All are welcome. For more information, 
call 802-674-3443 or go to www.facebook.com/
stjamesumcproctorsville.

CHESTER, VT.
First Universalist Parish of Chester, Route 103 North
Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. in person. Sunday services 
run from September to early June. Contact chestervtuu@gmail.
com for a Zoom link for the service.

GRAFTON, VT.
Grafton Community Church, 55 Main St. 
Worship begins Sunday at 10 a.m. View sermons on Zoom. 
For more information, go to www.graftoncommunitychurch.
org or call 802-843-2346.

MOUNT HOLLY, VT.
Village Baptist Church, 32 Church St.
We welcome all to come and worship with us Sunday at 9:30 
a.m. For more information, call 802-259-2440.

PERKINSVILLE, VT.
Bow Baptist Church, 1102 Route 5, Weathersfield Bow
Sunday services are 10 a.m., 11 a.m., and 6 p.m., and 
Wednesday Bible Study and prayer at 7 p.m. For more 
information, call 802-546-4902. 

WESTMINSTER, VT.
First Congregational Church of Westminster, 3470 US 
Route 5
Please join us for church on May 12, at 10 a.m. Communion 
will be served, and we will have a special service for our 
mothers. All moms will be given a gift at church, and mothers 
that are deceased will be remembered. There will also be a 
children’s message. Rev. Richard O’Donnell welcomes you, 
and we will have coffee hour after in the Fellowship Hall.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The Proctorsville Fire Department has identified the need 
to upgrade our departments licensure from the license 
level of Vermont Emergency First Responder to the Basic 
EMT License Level to operate in Cavendish Fire District #1 
(Proctorsville) and is applying for this upgraded licensure 
by the Vermont Department of Health. This service propos-
es to begin operation on June 6, 2024 within the geographi-
cal boundaries of Cavendish Fire District #1. In accordance 
with 24 V.S.A. Emergency Medical Services Statute, public 
comments are invited to be received by the department by 
May 16, 2024.

Address comments to:
Vermont Department of Health
Office of Public Health Preparedness and EMS
P.O.Box 70
Burlington VT 05402-0070

TOWN OF WESTON
ROAD CREW

The Town of Weston seeks to add full-time, year-round 
member to our Road Crew. We take pride in maintaining 
the Town’s equipment, roads, and facilities and creating 
improvements where we can, the successful applicant will be 
team players willing to do their best and learn along the way. 

Candidates are required to hold a VT Driver’s License, have 
a High School diploma or equivalent and a valid CDL Class 
B Driver’s License, successfully pass a background check, 
and participate in drug testing.

This position has benefits, including health care, and a retire-
ment package. The position is eligible for overtime. 

Mail or return your resume to: Town of Weston PO Box 
98 Weston VT 05161 or drop off at the Town Office.  You 
can also email the application to selectboard@westonvt.org  
Applications will be reviewed as received with the position 
open until filled. The Town of Weston is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

Town Of Weston                                                                                                                                           
PO Box 98                                                                                                                                               

Weston, VT 05161
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR TWO-BAY 

ADDITION TO TOWN GARAGE

The Town of Weston is requesting proposals for a two-bay 
addition. Building will be steel and attach to the existing 
building.  

Proposals shall include details for the addition and line-item 
pricing for each of the following Scope of Service Compo-
nents:
• Design plans 
• Excavation and site preparation
• Concrete foundation and floor
• Steel building with standing seam roof
• Build a firewall with door in between new and old building 
• Provide and install Heating system 
• Provide and install all Electrical for addition
• Please visit the Town of Weston website for more informa-
tion on the Scope of Work www.westonvt.org

Proposals may be sent to Shawna Batogowski, Selectboard 
Administrative Assistant at selectboard@westonvt.org and 
must be received by May 10th, 2024. Email proposals will 
be printed and placed in sealed envelopes. Proposals may 
also be mailed with a postmark date no later than May 10th, 
2024 addressed to: Town of Weston Selectboard PO Box 98, 
Weston VT 05161 Attn: Town Garage RFP

All proposals will be opened at the Selectboard meeting 
scheduled on May 14th, 2024 

The selected firm(s) shall report to and be responsible to the 
Town of Weston Selectboard. The Town of Weston reserves 
the right to withdraw this Request for Proposals, to accept 
or reject any or all proposals in part or in their entirety, to 
advertise for new proposals if it’s in the best interest of the 
Town to do so, and to award a contract as deemed to be in 
the best interest of the Town of Weston.

During the evaluation process, the Town of Weston reserves 
the right where it may serve the Town’s best interest, to re-
quest additional information or clarifications from propos-
ing firms. The Town of Weston reserves the right to retain 
all proposals submitted and to use any ideas in a proposal, 
regardless of whether that proposal is selected. 

Compliance with the Law- The selected contractor shall 
comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and 
regulations in the performance of service. The selected 
contractor must be registered with the Office of the Secertary 
of State of the State of Vermont and be certified to conduct 
business legally in the in the State of Vermont.

The Town of Weston is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Andover, in the 
County of Windsor and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2023-
2024 tax year remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid on 
the following described property in such Town, to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed 
to Alpen Woodworks LLC by Warranty Deed of Chad 
Prouty dated June 2, 2022 and recorded on June 6, 2022 
in Book 71 at Page 31 of the Andover Land Records. 
(E-911 address: Howard Hill Rd. [land only], Parcel 
#011000087.000)

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5254, so much of such prop-
erty will be sold at public auction at the Town of Andover 
Office, a public place located at 953 Weston-Andover 
Road, in Andover, Vermont, on the 6th day of June, 2024, 
at 10:30 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes 
with costs, unless previously paid. Dated at Andover, Ver-
mont this 2nd day of May, 2024

Jeanette Haight, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Andover, in the 
County of Windsor and State of Vermont, are hereby noti-
fied that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2023-2024 
tax year remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid on the 
following described property in such Town, to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
Amy Altobelli by Warranty Deed of John M. Houlihan, 
Joyce M. Houlihan, and Robert E. Houlihan dated De-
cember 12, 2003 and recorded on December 29, 2003 in 
Book 45 at Page 163 of the Andover Land Records. (E-911 
address: 627 Little Pond Rd., Parcel #011000046.100)

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5254, so much of such property 
will be sold at public auction at the Town of Andover Office, 
a public place located at 953 Weston-Andover Road, in 
Andover, Vermont, on the 6th day of June, 2024, at 10:30 
a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, 
unless previously paid. Dated at Andover, Vermont this 2nd 
day of May, 2024

Jeanette Haight, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Andover, in the 
County of Windsor and State of Vermont, are hereby noti-
fied that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2022-2023 
and 2023-2024 tax years remain, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described property in such Town, 
to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
William B. Sepe by Warranty Deed of Arthur J. Connol-
ly and Virginia P. Connolly, dated February 5, 2001 and 
recorded February 7, 2001 in Book 38 at Page 210 of the 
Andover Land Records. (E-911 address: Hill Top Rd., Parcel 
#008200066.000)

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5254, so much of such property 
will be sold at public auction at the Town of Andover Office, 
a public place located at 953 Weston-Andover Road, in 
Andover, Vermont, on the 6th day of June, 2024, at 10:30 
a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, 
unless previously paid. Dated at Andover, Vermont this 2nd 
day of May, 2024

Jeanette Haight, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Andover, in the 
County of Windsor and State of Vermont, are hereby noti-
fied that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2023-2024 
tax year remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid on the 
following described property in such Town, to wit:

It being that portion of those lands and premises situated in 
Andover, Vermont conveyed to Tater Hill Properties LLC by 
Limited Warranty Deed of Okemo Limited Liability Com-
pany, dated June 30, 2021 and recorded on September 15, 
2021 in Book 69 at Page 453 of the Andover Land Records. 
(E-911 address: Howard Hill Rd., Parcel #011000086.000)

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. §5254, so much of such property 
will be sold at public auction at the Town of Andover Office, 
a public place located at 953 Weston-Andover Road, in 
Andover, Vermont, on the 6th day of June, 2024, at 10:30 
a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, 
unless previously paid. Dated at Andover, Vermont this 2nd 
day of May, 2024

Jeanette Haight, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

MAY 9 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Ludlow 
Memory Cafe will be 
held on Thursday, May 9, 
from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., 
at the United Church of 
Ludlow. A memory cafe is 
a wonderfully welcoming 
place for caregivers and 
their loved ones who are 
challenged with forms of 
dementia or other cognitive 
disorders and debilitating 
conditions. It is a safe and 
comfortable space where 
caregivers and their loved 
ones can socialize, listen 
to music, play games, 
enjoy nutritious snacks, 
and connect. All memory 
cafes are free and open to 
all. People with early stage 
Alzheimer’s are welcome 
and encouraged to join.

MAY 10 – 
W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
On Friday, May 10, from 
5-7 p.m., Bob Ray & 

Friends will be playing 
at the West Townshend 
Country Store’s pizza 
night. The store is located 
at 6573 Route 30 in West 
Townshend. For more 
information, email info@
westtownshend.org or call 
802-874-4800.

MAY 11 –
N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
North Springfield Baptist 
Church will be holding an 
indoor yard, rummage, and 
bake sale on Saturday, May 
11, from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Lots of good, clean items 
to choose from. The church 
is located at 581 Giddings 
Street, North Springfield, 
Vt., and is handicap 
accessible.

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
North School Preservation 
Society will hold a yard sale 
fundraiser on Saturday, 
May 11, from 9 a.m. – 2 

p.m., at 5 School Street. 
This will be the nonprofit’s 
first sale of the season, 
with many great new items 
available.

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – The 
Plymouth Historical Society 
will hold its May meeting on 
Saturday, May 11, at the 
former Plymouth Elementary 
School, due to Mothers’ 
Day occurring on Sunday, 
May 12. The meeting will 
start at 2 p.m., and all are 
welcome.

RUTLAND, Vt. – Join The 
Boot Pro for our second 
annual free Bike Demo Day 
at Pine Hill Park in Rutland, 
Vt., on Saturday, May 11, 
from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. Bring 
the family and explore the 
trails at Pine Hill Park on 
our bikes. We’ll set you up 
on a full suspension e-bike 
or traditional mountain 
bike and show you our 
favorite trails. Come out 
to ride with The Boot Pros, 
and learn more about the 
bikes available for purchase 
or rental at our shop in 
Ludlow. Group-guided 
rides will leave our tent in 
30-45 minute intervals. 
Registration is on site. First 
come, first served.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield United Methodist 
Church will hold a bake sale 
during the farmers market 
on Saturday, May 11, from 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m., at the 
church, 10 Valley Street. 
Everyone is welcome.

MAY 13 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
American Red Cross will 
hold a blood drive on 
Monday, May 13, from 
12-5:30 p.m., at the Ludlow 
American Legion. Call 
800-RED-CROSS to make 
an appointment.

LUDLOW, Vt. – The Black 
River Valley Senior Center, 
10 High Street, will serve 
lunch on Monday, May 13, 
at 12 p.m. The menu will 
consist of baked chicken 
breast, gravy, mashed 
potatoes, and tossed salad, 
with Hawaiian cake with 
cream cheese frosting 
for dessert. Please make 
reservations by calling 802-
228-7421. Free cash bingo 
will follow lunch. All are 
welcome.

MAY 14 –
W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
On Tuesday, May 14, from 
5-7 p.m., The Buzzards 
will be playing at the West 
Townshend Country Store’s 
burger night. The store is 
located at 6573 Route 30 in 
West Townshend. For more 
information, email info@
westtownshend.org or call 
802-874-4800.

MAY 15 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The First 
Congregational Church of 
Springfield will hold their 
May free community lunch 
on Wednesday, May 15, 
from 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m. The menu will be 
barbecued chicken legs 
and thighs, rolls, pasta, and 
green salad, with pineapple 
cake for dessert.

MAY 17 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Senior Center, 
139 Main Street, is hosting 
a free Pop-Up Oral Health 
Clinic for people 50 and 
older on Friday, May 
17, from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Identification and insurance 
are not required. Please call 
802-289-0588 to reserve 
an appointment time, or for 
more information.

W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
On Friday, May 17, 
from 5-7 p.m., Tam Lin 
will be performing Celtic 
fiddle tunes at the West 
Townshend Country Store’s 
pizza night. The store is 
located at 6573 Route 30 in 
West Townshend. For more 
information, email info@
westtownshend.org or call 
802-874-4800.

SUNDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Six Loose 
Ladies hosts Odd Bobbins 
Spinners the second Sunday 
of each month from 1-4 
p.m. at their location on the 
Common in Chester.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Catamount Composite 
Squadron of the Civil Air 
Patrol meets Sundays, from 
3:30-5:30 p.m., at Hartness 
Airport in Springfield. 
The Civil Air Patrol is the 
auxiliary unit of the U.S. 
Air Force tasked with the 
mission of supporting 
America’s communities 
with emergency response, 
diverse aviation and ground 
services, youth development, 

and promotion of air, space, 
and cyber power. Cadets 
as young as 12 and senior 
members of any age make 
up this diverse group of 
volunteers.

MONDAYS –
WALPOLE, N.H. – Meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
in St. John’s Parish Hall, 
Walpole.

WESTON, Vt. – Bingo is 
Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
at the Weston Rod & Gun 
Club, 982 Route 100, 
1.5 miles north of Weston 
Village. All are welcome.

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Mondays at 6:15 p.m., join 
Mikayla for a yoga class. 
Contact Lori Wright at 603-
401-8123 or visit www.
dgbodyworks.com for more 
information. Private classes 
are available.

TUESDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Come check out TOPS – 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 
We are a nonjudgmental, 
affordable, and supportive 
weight loss group. The 
first visit is free. We are 
taking Covid precautions 
so a mask is required while 
attending the meeting. All 
are welcome; youth must 
be at least 9 to attend and 
have parental permission. 
Meetings are every Tuesday 
at 25 Cherry Hill in Bellows 
Falls. Weigh-ins start at 
5:45 p.m. 

CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Tuesday, from 10-11 
a.m. Classes will be held in 
the First Universalist Parish 
of Chester community room. 
Classes are free and open 
to all. Drop-in class, no 
registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara at 
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Cardio 
& Sculpt, Wednesdays at 
9:30 a.m. at the Spring 
House at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Aqua 
Sculpt, Wednesdays at 
10:35 a.m. at the Spring 
House at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

THURSDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Thursday, from 10-11 
a.m. Classes will be held in 
the First Universalist Parish 
of Chester community room. 
Classes are free and open 
to all. Drop-in class, no 
registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara at 
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

WALPOLE, N.H. – 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting, a 
12-step recovery program 
for women who have a 
desire to stop drinking, is 
happening every Thursday 
at 6 p.m. at the St. John’s 
Episcopal Church at the 
corner of Westminster and 
Elm streets in Walpole, N.H. 
For more information, call 
Viva at 802-732-8330.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Genealogy enthusiast 
Wayne Blanchard will be 
at the Rockingham Library 
on Thursdays from 10:30 
a.m. – 12 p.m. If you own 
a laptop, please bring it 
along. Both beginners and 
seasoned genealogists are 
welcome. 

GRAFTON, Vt. – A free 
playgroup for children from 
newborns to age 5 will be 
held at Grafton Elementary 
School on Thursday 
mornings, from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. Activities will include 
songs, games, and arts and 
crafts. Contact Heather with 
any questions at 802-843-
4792.

FRIDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings held 
every Friday at 6:30 p.m. at 
St. Joseph’s Church, located 
at 96 South Main Street 
in Chester. If you have a 
problem with alcohol, this is 
an understanding place to 
come to.

SATURDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Zumba 
classes, Saturdays at 9 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. All 
fitness levels welcome. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information. 

LUDLOW, Vt. – Yoga, 
Saturdays at 10 a.m. at the 
Spring House at Jackson 
Gore. Call 802-228-1419 
for more information.
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yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art  Crafts Gifts & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7
Shop Pottery, Glass, Children’s Items, Woodenware, Scarves, 
Jewelry, Cards, Fine Art, and More
http://galleryvault.org

Faces of Mass Incarceration
Portraits by Rein Colts, May 3 to May 24
Reception: May 3, 5-6:30

Silk Scarf Show & Sale by Teresa Flowers 
Open Wall: Thoughts of Spring
Raku Pottery Workshop w/ Andrew Berends 
     5/4 & 5/11 https://galleryvault.org/workshops/
(07/17/24 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-
tions on up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our 
clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer 
care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.
mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/20/24 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. 
Framing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hard-
wood flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered 
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in 
Proctorsville. 802-558-5267. 
(05/15/24 - 13)

NEW ENGLAND HOME
BUIDING AND REMODEL
802-779-3414 — Located in Weston, VT

Kitchens, Additions, and Remodels.  Finish Carpentry and Cabinet 
Work.  Property Maintenance. Fully Insured, Free Estimates. 

Like us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM!
www.newenglandhomebuildingandremodel.com
(06/05/24 - 52)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2024! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(05/08/24 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
10am-6pm. 
(08/14/24 - TFN - 52)

Conflict Consulting
THEFLATTABLE.COM, TOM SALMON CPA, MA
“We were stuck. Tom helped our family resolve insurmountable 
challenges. We are forever grateful.” - Telos W., Springfield. 

The Flat Table process works! No conflict too big or too small. Free 
consultation. 802-535-1555 or TheFlatTable.com. 
(10/02/24 - 26)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/29/25 - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(05/22/24 - 13)

Okemo Valley TV
LOCAL PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS THIS WEEK
• Ludlow Municipal Update
• State Rep. Logan Nicoll Visits ESBR
• Regional Youth Basketball Tournaments from Tech Gym
• Legislative Wrap-Up w/ Rep. Tesha Buss

Okemo Valley TV now has its own app on all of the main 
streaming platforms! Apple TV, Roku, Amazon Fire TV, Google 
Play, and mobile (iOS & Android)
(07/03/24 - TFN - 13)

Organic Lawn & Land Care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN
Serving Chester and surrounding towns

Now Accepting New Customers- Our commitment to fully or-
ganic lawn and garden care practices gives you peace of 
mind for all the kids, pets, nature, and friends using your yard. 
Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet, so you 
can relax while we make your property beautiful for you.

We’re Different- Green Bee has earned an Organic Land Man-
agement Professional Accreditation and can tailor a plan for 
managing your property to meet your goals. Large or small, all 
properties will benefit from utilizing this approach.

We are fully insured, reliable, and priced right. Like us on Face-
book and Reach Out Today to secure your spot! Call, text, or 
email: 802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com.
(08/07/24 - 26)

DESTRUCTION OF EDUCATIONAL RECORDS 
 

SPRINGFIELD VERMONT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
301 South Street  

Springfield, Vermont 05156 
(802) 885-5121 

 
The Springfield School District (Vermont) will be conducting a 
"Destruction of Records." These are special educational records 
and personally identifiable information used within the Individuals 
With Disability Education Act but are no longer needed to provide 
educational  services to students. The aforementioned records 
for students with a birth year of 1998  or earlier, will be available 
for pick up or will be destroyed if arrangements are not made for 
pick up before May 10th, 2024. Any person desiring  their records 
must submit that request in writing or in an email to the Special 
Services Department.  
 
Requests must include the student’s name (including any 
possible name changes) and the student’s date of birth. 
  
Please send your request in before May 10th, 2024, to: 

 
 Director of Special Services  

Springfield School District 
301 South Street 

Springfield, Vermont 05156 
(802) 885-5121 

(email requests to: dgray@ssdvt.org) 
 

Other instructions will be provided after making initial contact. 
 

Chester Ambulance Full-time EMT/AEMT

Chester Ambulance is excited to announce a full-time EMT/
AEMT position. The ideal candidate will be an AEMT or 
have the ability to achieve it within one year. Candidate 
will also have a strong passion for community-oriented 
health care. Chester Ambulance has a strong passion for the 
community. As a department we are building a communi-
ty paramedicine program, interfacility transfers as well as 
advancing to the paramedic level. The ideal candidate would 
have strong leadership skills, as leadership opportunities 
could become available.
Candidate should possess the following knowledge and 
skills:
1. Possess a valid Vermont EMT/AEMT license. 
2. Possess a Highschool diploma or GED. 
3. Ability to pass a background check.
4. US Citizen.
5. 18 Years of age or older.
6. 2 years of healthcare experience. 
7. Ability to lift 50 pounds.
8. Possess VT drivers license

We work closely with the Chester Police Department and 
Fire Department and encourage cross-training such as, Fire 
fighter, Rope Rescue, Swift Water, law Enforcement.

Inquire by sending your resume with a Town of Chester 
Application to:
Town of Chester, VT
PO Box 370, Chester, VT 05143 
Or emailed: michael.randzio@chestervt.gov

Town of Londonderry, VT
JOB OPENINGS

Road Crew Member/Equipment Operator
Work includes plowing, grading, ditching, road repair, road-
side mowing, culvert work, chainsaw operation, equipment 
maintenance, and other duties.  A clean driving record, a 
CDL license, and the ability to pass drug/alcohol tests are 
required. Highway/road maintenance experience preferred. 
This is a full-time position with excellent benefits.

Parks Maintenance Employee
Part-time, seasonal Parks Maintenance position to help 
maintain grounds and recreation infrastructure in all of 
Londonderry’s Town-owned parks.

Transfer Station Attendant
Part-time (5 hours per week) Transfer Station Attendant to 
work on weekends. Backhoe experience preferred.

Further information is available on the Town website: www.
londonderryvt.org. Applicants must complete and submit a 
required Employment Application, which can be found in 
the Town Forms section of the Town web site. Submit via 
email to townadmin@londonderryvt.org or mail to: Town 
of Londonderry, 100 Old School Street, South Londonderry, 
VT 05155. Other supporting information from applicants is 
welcome. 

Positions opened until filled. The Town of Londonderry is 
an equal opportunity employer.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Town of Andover Select Board will hold a public hearing 
on Monday, June 10, 2024 for the purpose of receiving 
comment on the discontinuance of the remaining .07 miles 
of Christmas Tree Road (TH #38) which is currently a Class 
3 Town Road.  The site visit will begin at 5:30 p.m.  The 
hearing will convene immediately following the site visit at 
the Andover Town Office.

Dated at Andover, Vermont this 1th day of May, 2024.

Jeanette Haight, Town Clerk

NOTICE TO SPRINGFIELD VOTERS
Absentee Ballots for the Springfield Town School District 
Meeting being held Tuesday, May 21, 2024, are available at 
the Springfield Town Clerk’s Office.  If you wish to vote by 
absentee ballot, and you didn’t already make a request for 
“all local elections” with your pre-Town Meeting absentee 
ballot request, please contact the Town Clerk’s Office as soon 
as possible in person, in writing, by phone or by email. If 
you make your absentee request in person, you can choose 
to vote your ballot and return it before leaving the Town 
Clerk’s Office. If returning your ballots by mail, allow extra 
time for postal delivery.  An Absentee Request Form can be 
found on the town’s website https://springfieldvt.gov or you 
may request your ballots online at https://mvp.vermont.gov.  
The deadline for requesting absentee ballots is Monday, May 
20, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. You may register to vote on Election 
Day at the polls and then proceed to vote on that day.  You 
may also register to vote any time at the Town Clerk’s office 
or online at https://mvp.vermont.gov.  Prior to May 21, 2024, 
absentee ballots may be returned in-person, through regular 
mail and after hours through mail slots located in town hall 
entrances. All voted absentee ballots must be received at the 
polls by the Town Clerk before the close of polls at 7:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, May 21, 2024.   The polls are located at Riverside 
Middle School in the gymnasium and will open on Tuesday, 
May 21, 2024 at 8:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m.  Town 
Clerk’s Office will not be open on May 21, 2024. Barbara A. 
Courchesne, Town Clerk, CVC -  96 Main Street, Springfield, 
Vermont  05156 (802) 885-2104 tosclerk@vermontel.net

FOR RENT
MOUNT HOLLY, Vt. – Newly re-
modeled 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
home, open kitchen dining room 
and living room with cathedral 
ceilings, primary bedroom on 
main floor. Monthly or yearly, 
$2,600/month. Call 802-770-
0569. 

FOR SALE
CHESTER, Vt. – Sea Eagle SE 9 
inflatable boat with sun canopy, 
motor bracket, pump, and oars. 
New, never used, $650. Electric 
motor and battery box, $200, 
also new. Call 802-384-0347. 

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Looking for something fun, 
educational, and free to do 
with family? Have guests 
coming into town and want 
to show off Vermont’s cul-
tural highlights? The Rock-
ingham Free Public Library 
offers cardholders passes to 
museums, parks, and insti-
tutions throughout the state 
and in nearby communi-
ties. Passes can be reserved 
up to a month in advance, 
and provide free or greatly-
reduced admission. Each 
pass can be checked out by 
library card holders age 18 
and older for three days at 
a time.
  Park and Museum passes 

available at the library in-
clude Echo Lake Aquarium 
and Science Center in Bur-
lington, Vt.; The Nature 
Museum in Grafton, Vt.; 
Vermont’s History Museum 
in Barre, Vt.; Fort at No. 4 
in Charlestown, N.H.; Ver-
mont Institute of Natural 
Science in Quechee, Vt.; 
Billings Farm and Mu-
seum in Woodstock, Vt.; 
Vermont State Parks; Ver-
mont Historic Sites; and the 

The Take a 
Break will 

be back next 
week due to 
lack of space

We apologize 
for the 

inconvience, 
and thank 

you for your 
understanding

Cheshire Children’s Mu-
seum in Keene, N.H.
  This spring and summer, 

the Rockingham Public Li-
brary invites you to discov-
er Vermont’s treasures with 
trips to museums, parks, 
and historical sites. This 
exciting service is provided 
by the financial support of 
the Friends of the Rocking-
ham Library, the Vermont 
Department of Libraries, 
and individual institutions. 
For more information, call 
the library at 802-463-4270, 
email programming@rock-
inghamlibrary.org, or go 
online to www.rocking-
hamlibrary.org.

Rockingham 
Library offers 
museum and 
park passes

VISIT US ON

@VermontJournal
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Assistant Water & Wastewater Operator
The Town of Charlestown is accepting applications for a full-time position as an Assistant 
Water & Wastewater Operator. 
Previous experience in municipal water and/or wastewater operations is highly desir-
able but the Town is willing to train the right applicant. Position requires a good general 
knowledge of skill and work practices, methods, tools, and equipment appropriate to 
water and wastewater systems operations and of public works construction and mainte-
nance. Should have a good working knowledge of the occupational hazards and safety 
precautions necessary in the operation of utility equipment, power tools and working with 
potentially hazardous chemicals and substances. Must be able to comprehend and exer-
cise work safety procedures as required by law. Applicants must have a good work ethic, 
positive attitude, be a hard worker and a team player. 
Wages commensurate with qualifications and experience. Full Benefit package including 
paid vacations and holidays.  Interested candidates may obtain an employment applica-
tion in the Selectboard office at 233 Main Street, Charlestown, NH or on the Town Web-
site. Applications and Resumes should be emailed to Ddezan@charlestown-nh.gov.

 The Town of Charlestown is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

REGION – In late Feb-
ruary, case manager Pam 
Halme visited one of her cli-
ents, Marjorie (not her real 
name), who was turning 99 
soon. Marjorie has polio, 
and is unable to move her-
self in any way, but has been 
able to stay in her own home 
now for many years. Pam 
provides care coordination 
services to Marjorie through 
Choices for Care, a longterm 
care program, and ensures 
that home health aides come 
seven days per week, twice 
per day, to assist her. Years 
ago, when Marjorie was in 
the hospital, her family was 
told that she could not live 
at home, but because of her 
fierce determination, the 
consistency of Pam’s care 
coordination, and her home 
care services, Marjorie is 
still at home, closely con-
nected to her family. 
  Established in 1963, 

Older Americans Month 
is celebrated every May as 
a time to recognize older 
Americans’ contributions, 
and reaffirm commitments 
to serving the older adults 
in our communities. You 
may have a neighbor or a 
grandmother in circum-
stances like Marjorie’s. This 
month, we are celebrating 
older Vermonters who have 
persevered and continue to 
thrive in their communities.
  In the 2023 Advisory on 

the Healing Effects of Social 
Connection and Commu-

nity, the U.S. Surgeon Gen-
eral states, “Loneliness is far 
more than just a bad feel-
ing – it harms both individ-
ual and societal health. It is 
associated with a greater risk 
of cardiovascular disease, 
dementia, stroke, depres-
sion, anxiety, and premature 
death.”
  At Senior Solutions, the 

area agency on aging serv-
ing the southeastern Ver-
mont region, we are charged 
under the Older Americans 
Act, established in 1965, to 
plan and develop a com-
prehensive and coordinated 
system of services and sup-
ports for older adults and 
family caregivers. The stra-
tegic and timely help we 
provide has been especially 
developed to enable older 
Vermonters such as Marjo-
rie to thrive at home and in 
their communities.
  The combination of our 

rural characteristics and 
our aging population, along 
with the recent pandemic, 
creates prime conditions for 
entrenching social isolation 
for older Vermonters. It is 
critical for their wellbeing 
and the wellbeing of our 
communities that we reach 
out to them with informa-
tion about activities they can 
participate in and services 
that help them to stay con-
nected. Services such as the 
Uber-like microtransit bus 
service in Windsor and Brat-
tleboro have been a godsend 

in this regard. Senior cen-
ters and local Cares groups 
throughout the area provide 
weekly meals and activities 
for social enrichment. Meals 
on Wheels delivery drivers 
bring nourishment in the 
form of nutritious food, a 
warm smile, and perhaps 
some local news. 
  In several towns through-

out the region, community 
nurses are a vital source of 
health information and care 
coordination that strength-
ens their clients’ connection 
to medical services and their 
communities. Our Memory 
Cafe events bring caregiv-
ers and their loved ones to-
gether for peer support and 
enriching activities for those 
living with dementia. For 
anyone who is or has been a 
caregiver, creating opportu-
nities for social connected-
ness is paramount to their 
wellbeing. 
  At Senior Solutions, we 

continually seek out new 
opportunities with our 
community partners to cre-
ate networks of services and 
events to bring folks togeth-
er to share a meal, a story, 
or just a smile and a hand-
shake.
  What can you do to con-

nect with the older citizens 
in your community? Stop in 
and say hello. 

  Written by Mark Bout-
well, executive director, Se-
nior Solutions.

TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
Grace Cottage Family 
Health & Hospital is host-
ing its 15th annual Spring 
into Health 5K on May 11, 
on the Townshend Com-
mon. The event begins with 
a shotgun start at 8:30 a.m. 
You can run, walk, roll, 
stroll, or push your baby 
carriage for this fun, fami-
ly-friendly event.
  There is a registration fee 

for adults; children under 
the age of 18 are free with 
signed parent/guardian 

permission. To register, 
go to www.gracecottage.
org/events. A virtual 
option is also available. 
Register at the same link. 
You can also register in 
person just before the 
event.
  For more informa-

tion, contact Grace Cot-
tage Foundation at info@
gracecottage.org, or call 
802-365-9109. All pro-
ceeds from this event will 
benefit healthcare servic-
es at Grace Cottage.

Grace Cottage 
Spring into 
Health 5K

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – Is your health care 
unaffordable? Do you 
have barriers to getting 
the care you need? Have 
you been cut off of Med-
icaid, or are you at risk of 
losing it? Are you deal-
ing with medical debt? 
Do you have ideas about 
health justice to share 
with others? 
  Join Windham County 

members of the Ver-
mont Workers’ Center at 
a Health Justice Jam on 
May 13, from 5:30-7:30 
p.m., in the Rockingham 
Free Public Library Meet-
ing Room, for a discus-
sion about how we can 
work together for a sys-
tem in which everyone is 

able to enjoy the human 
right to health care. Par-
ticipants are encouraged 
to share experiences with 
the health care system. 
Local health resources 
and free blood pressure 
screenings will be avail-
able. Light refreshments 
will be served. Child care 
and interpretation by re-
quest by May 6 to wind-
ham@workerscenter.org 
or 802-257-4436. RSVP 
at www.workerscenter.
org/2024springtour, to 
let the hosts know you’re 
coming and to get up-
dates. This program is 
free and open to the pub-
lic.

Health care talk
REGION – Brattleboro 

Memorial Hospital, the 
Brattleboro Retreat, and 
Grace Cottage Family 
Health & Hospital need 
your input to assess the 
health needs of our com-
munity.
  Every three years, 

these organizations 
conduct a Community 
Health Needs Assess-
ment (CHNA), to learn 
more about the health 
concerns and needs of 
the communities they 
serve. Based on the in-
formation gathered, each 
healthcare facility will 
develop an implementa-
tion plan to address these 
needs.

  A community survey 
is now ready for input at 
www.tinyurl.com/Wind-
hamCHNA. The link is 
open until May 27. The sur-
vey is for Windham County 
residents, and those who 
receive healthcare in Wind-
ham County. It can also 
be accessed via a QR code 
on the organizations’ web-
sites and Facebook pages, 
and on posters at the three 
facilities and throughout 
the county. All answers are 
anonymous.
  These healthcare organi-

zations are also seeking in-
put from representatives of 
groups serving Windham 
County residents and via 
focus groups. 

Your input wanted

Older Americans Month
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