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BY NICK GIBERTI
The Vermont Journal

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
Chester Selectboard met for 
their second monthly meet-
ing on April 17, covering 
many issues that have been 
ongoing for the town over 
the last year. Chief among 
these issues was the long-
running discussion of the 
town’s looming short-term 
rental (STR) ordinance.
  The proposed STR ordi-

nance had been returned to 
the board by the town’s at-
torney Jim Caroll, with Car-
oll’s concerns about certain 
aspects’ potential to trigger 
lawsuits against the town, 
and how to potentially re-
mediate those concerns. 
One of Caroll’s largest con-
cerns was the way in which 
the ordinance treated host-
ed STRs – those in which 
a property owner or care-
taker lives on site – differ-
ently than unhosted STRs. 
This different treatment was 
something the selectboard 
had discussed at length, and 
had been largely united in 
support of, given the per-
ceived difference in value 
to the community between 
the two. In particular, Car-
oll felt that the application 
of different waiting periods 
between purchase and reg-
istration, and different caps 
on the numbers of hosted 
and unhosted STRs, could 
be used to litigate against 
the ordinance, claiming dis-

crimination.
  There was some discussion 

amongst the board on how 
to rectify this, with recently-
elected board member Tim 
Roper suggesting that, if 
part of the issue with STRs 
is a reduction in primary-
residence housing stock, 
then the caps and wait-
ing period should be kept 
and applied evenly to both 
hosted and unhosted STRs. 
“Allowing…more full-time 
residences to become short-
term rentals is going the 
wrong direction…I would 
caution against extending 
the number of the cap, and 
I would advocate for apply-
ing the waiting period to all, 
since we can’t split it,” Roper 
told the board.
  Board member Arianna 

Knapp was less convinced 
that the waiting period was 
appropriate, but did support 
keeping the cap. “I struggle 
with the waiting period,” 
Knapp said, explaining that 
she felt that it made sense to 
guard against properties be-
ing purchased purely as in-
vestments, but not to deter 
those who may wish to pur-
chase a property they intend 
to live in, who then rent out 
extra space in their home to 
pay for the property.
  Ultimately, the board as 

a whole sided with Roper, 
electing to change the or-
dinance to apply the wait-
ing period and cap on the 
number of units to all STRs 
in Chester, whether they 

are hosted or unhosted. 
The ordinance will be 
returned to Caroll for his 
feedback on the changes.
  Moving on, the board 

discussed the ongoing 
Community Health Ini-
tiative, with particular 
focus on the proposal 
to keep Chester’s older 
ambulance to be used in 
the running of a revenue-
generating, nonemergen-
cy transport service, rath-
er than selling it off when 
their new ambulance is 
delivered. This revenue 
would, in part, fund some 
of the proposed expanded 
services to be taken on by 
Chester’s emergency de-
partments as part of the 
initiative. The town was 
also seeking a pilot grant 
to test several services for 
a period of three years, 
after which the program 
would be reevaluated. 
Ambulance Chief Mike 
Randzio was also seeking 
approval from the board 
to train as a paramedic, 
which would allow him 
to provide a higher level 
of service to Chester resi-
dents.
  Town manager Julie 

Hance summed up the 
initiative to the board by 
explaining that it is meant 
to “keep people out of the 
hospital at [a lower level 
of care], so that…your 
doctors, your nurses can 

Chester hashes out 
STR ordinance, 
community health

BY SHAWNTAE WEBB
The Vermont Journal

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – At 
the April 15 Plymouth 
Selectboard meeting, the 
board provided a list of 
roads that would estab-
lish name changes. They 
heard concerns and de-
bates on the recent peti-
tion to revote on Article 
6, which was voted on at 
Town Meeting, to exempt 
Bethany Birches from 
the educational portion 
of property taxes for five 
years. 
  Board Chair Jay Kull-

man read the list of roads 
to be updated: Gilmore 
Road, a class 4 road be-
tween Kingdom Road 
and Dix Hill Road; Caro-
line Road, a private road 
off Great Roaring Brook 
Road; Duck Pond Road, 
a private road off Route 
100; Plymouth Estates 
Road, a private road off 
Route 100A; and Hen-
nessy Way, a private road 
off Lynds Hill Road. 
  Planning Commission 

Chair Mike Coleman ex-
plained that the names 
will not change any road 
classifications, but just es-
tablish names and install 
proper signage to be in 

compliance with emergen-
cy services. Coleman also 
stated there would be a few 
more roads listed in the next 
few months. 
  The board approved the 

Local Emergency Manage-
ment Plan, and board mem-
ber Keith Cappellini noted 
that Plymouth Press was be-
ing used to notify residents 
in the event of an emergency. 
  Member Rick Kamin-

ski discussed needing a new 
grader, and that the town is 
planning to replace it in four 
to five years, and should 
have funds in reserve to do 
so. He said a new piece of 
equipment would be around 
$500,000, which would last 
35 years or more. Mainte-
nance on and rebuilding the 
current grader could cost up 
to $150,000, with no guar-
antee of how long it would 
continue to service the town 
without issues. The board 
and citizens agreed that leas-
ing a new grader might be 
the best option. 
  The board also discussed 

a recurring complaint about 
a dog owner not properly re-
straining his dogs. Kullman 
said they need to investi-
gate and see if the owner is 
in violation of the dog and 
animal control ordinance. If 
the owner does not comply, 

the town has the authority to 
issue penalties and impound 
the dog. Citizens didn’t like 
that aggressive dogs could 
be “impounded and dis-
posed,” and it was discussed 
to amend the ordinance to 
shelter the dog, with any fees 
incurred to be passed on 
to the owner. Kullman said 
unless there’s an immediate 
danger to the community, 
this situation would likely 
end in a civil penalty. 
  The board then approved 

the warning to hold a spe-
cial meeting to host a revote 
on Bethany Birches Camp 
being exempt from educa-
tional taxes for five years. 
The topic became heated, 
with resident Robert Lam-
bert asserting that the issue 
had already been voted on. 
“We voted!” Lambert ex-
claimed. “In my opinion, we 
shouldn’t be voting again on 
this for five years.” He stated 
that residents should be 
aware of what is being voted 
on, and attend Town Meet-
ing if they want a vote on an 
issue. 
  Cappellini expressed, 

“Bob, your point is valid...
but Vermont statute allows 
for this.” The board ex-
plained that it wasn’t a board 

Plymouth road names, 
meeting for Bethany 
Birches revote

BY PAULA BENSON
The Vermont Journal

LUDLOW, Vt. – Last 
July, restaurateur Oscar 
Torres was ready to move 
forward with opening his 
new venture, Little Mexi-
co, in Ludlow, Vt. He ex-
citedly signed the lease to 
take over a vacant space 
in the Okemo Market-
place Plaza, a prime loca-
tion at the base of Okemo 
Mountain Ski Resort.
  One week after signing, 

Vermont experienced the 
epic July 2023 flood disas-
ter, and the plaza took on 
a landslide of water, mud, 
and debris that filled the 
parking lot, flooded the 
shops, and left destruc-
tion in its wake.
  Even though the res-

taurant was “a complete 
mess, with everything de-
stroyed,” Torres was not 
deterred. “We had to start 
over, from the ground 
up,” he recalled, matter-
of-factly.
  When Torres and his 

team were finally able 
to celebrate the restau-
rant’s grand opening in 
late February 2024, the 
space was a renovated, 
functioning work in 
progress. Even today, as 
they prepare for Cinco de 
Mayo festivities, there are 
some final touches yet to 
be completed. But their 
kitchen is wholly opera-
tional, the restaurant and 

bar are fully staffed, and 
the general atmosphere is 
bright, friendly, and casual. 
The bar area has a celebra-
tory feel – open, inviting, 
and sporty, with a pool ta-
ble, and a big screen TV.
  They offer a full bar, and 

the menu features classic 
Mexican dishes like tacos, 
burritos, and enchiladas, as 
well as Torres’ bar food reci-
pes, like mozzarella sticks 
with Mexican marinara 
sauce, and jalapeño pop-
pers. Torres plans to keep 
the menu ever-changing, 
implementing new ideas 
when they come to him, 
which is often. He admits 
he is always experimenting 
with new recipes.
  Torres started working 

in kitchens when he was 
young. His parents were in 
the restaurant business, and 
he opened his first, small 

taco shop at 20 years old. His 
family’s roots are in Mon-
terrey, Mexico, and Torres 
grew up mostly in Texas. 
He currently owns another 
restaurant located in Tewks-
bury, Mass., called Oscar’s 
Pinatas, and admitted he’s 
looking toward opening 
more Mexican American 
eateries in the future.  
  Working alongside Torres 

to run Little Mexico are Tim 
McEnaney, general manager 
Casey Crompton, and Katie 
Fitzpatrick, who works the 
front of the house, among 
others.
  Fitzpatrick thinks people 

come to Little Mexico for 
the food, but also for the 
laid-back atmosphere. She 
said they plan to start host-
ing karaoke nights soon.
  Little Mexico is open 

seven days a week, 3-9 p.m., 
and offers take out.

Little Mexico serves up 
big flavor in Ludlow

A mural adorns the interior of Little Mexico.
PHOTO BY PAULA BENSON

BY LORIEN STRANGE
The Vermont Journal

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
The April 19 Londonderry 
Selectboard meeting saw 
Andy Dahlstrom hired as 
short-term rental (STR) 
administrator, and the ap-
pointment of Martha Dale 
and Tom Cavanagh as the 
selectboard representatives 
to the STR Working Group.
  The selectboard also dis-

cussed which projects to 
apply for funding through 
the Municipal Technical As-
sistance Program (MTAP) 
mini-grant, approved an 
amendment to the architec-
tural services contract for 
the town office renovation 
project, awarded Boulder 
Excavating a contract to re-
pair storm damage to Me-
morial Park, appointed a 
town representative for the 
Deerfield Valley and South-
ern Vermont Communi-
cations Union Districts, 
reappointed parks board 
members, and approved 
several liquor and tobacco 
licenses for a few local busi-
nesses.
  Chair Tom Cavanagh said 

that after Londonderry had 
been approved to qualify 
for an MTAP mini-grant, 
he and town administrator 

Shane O’Keefe discussed a 
list of projects that might be 
eligible for funding from that 
grant with Gretchen Haver-
luck, a contractor working 
with the Windham Region-
al Planning Commission. 
O’Keefe said Londonderry 
is only able to participate in 
the program because of last 
summer’s flooding. Towns 
that normally qualify for the 
grant were given precedence 
in the application process, 
and as a result, the money in 
the grant pool was smaller 
than the town had expected. 
“The funding’s drying up,” 
said Cavanagh, “and we’ve 
got to have something big…
that we’ll actually get funds 
for – that can compete with 
everyone else.”
  O’Keefe had developed a 

list of flood-related projects, 
and of these, Haverluck sug-
gested that the town submit 
a proposal for a scoping 
study for alternate access 
to Cobble Ridge Road and 
Stone Hollow. O’Keefe said 
that building a connection 
from Derry Woods Road 
could be a “much less expen-
sive and sooner-to-occur” 
project than rebuilding the 
Cobble Ridge Road Bridge, 
and a scoping study could 
determine if this was fea-
sible. The selectboard ap-

proved submitting the ap-
plication for this project.
  O’Keefe said that in the 

process of renovating the 
town hall, the architect 
had discovered two unex-
pected services necessary 
to completing the project: 
structural engineering for 
installing solar panels on 
the meeting hall roof, and 
fixing some structural de-
ficiencies in the meeting 
hall floor. However, the 
town had also budgeted 
$5,000 for site permit-
ting, which turned out to 
be unnecessary, so reallo-
cating those funds meant 
that the additional funds 
needed “would really boil 
down to only $1,400,” 
which O’Keefe said was 
“not a big deal – in the 
grand scheme of things, 
it’s nothing.” The select-
board approved the ad-
ditional $1,400. O’Keefe 
said he does not know 
how much of the initial 
budget has been spent so 
far, a figure selectboard 
member Melissa Brown 
suggested he bring with 
him to the next meeting.
  The Londonderry Se-

lectboard meets on the 
first and third Mondays 
of the month, at 6 p.m., at 
the town office.

Londonderry discusses 
grant funding, projects

See REVOTE on Page 2
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decision. A petition was 
submitted to the town, 
with 10% of registered 

voters’ signatures, con-
firmed by town clerk Angela 
Kissell. By law, the petition 
only needs 5% of registered 
voters’ signatures, and re-
quires that the town hold 
a special meeting and host 
a revote on the article in 
the same manner as Town 
Meeting, where it was origi-
nally voted, which was by 
hand on the floor. 
  Changing the manner 

in which the town votes to 
Australian ballot was also 
discussed. Karen Evans, jus-
tice of the peace, explained 
that in this case, the revote 
must be held in the original 
manner, and whoever shows 
up gets their vote. “We don’t 
make the rules, but we have 
to abide by them,” Evans 
stated. The town can vote to 
change the voting process to 

Australian ballot in the fu-
ture, where there would be 
an informational meeting, 
and all voting would take 
place on voting day by bal-
lot.
  Evans continued, “Town 

Meeting is the only time you 
can voice your opinion and 
make changes,” explaining 
that you cannot change or 
amend an article on an Aus-
tralian ballot. “I don’t want 
to give up that right to dis-
cuss and amend things at a 
Town Meeting.” 
  The special meeting re-

garding Bethany Birches 
will be held on Tuesday, 
May 21, at 7 p.m., hosted by 
the town moderator, where 
a revote will take place. 
  The next selectboard 

meeting will be held Mon-
day, May 20, at 6 p.m. 

REVOTE
From Page 1
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From Page 1

address people that 
need [a higher] level of 
care.” This would be ac-
complished by allowing 
emergency department 
staff like Randzio to train 
in certain procedures that 
could be carried out in 
the home, rather than in 
an office or hospital set-
ting. The board approved 
both the retention of the 
old ambulance, as well 
as Randzio’s proposal to 
train as a paramedic.
  Finally, the board dis-

cussed the proposal to 
add a full-time fire chief 
position to the town’s fire 
department. This would 

round out the town’s emer-
gency department heads, 
making all three of the po-
sitions full-time. One of the 
board’s concerns was that, 
while the position may be 
necessary, it was not im-
mediately apparent to Ches-
ter residents why this was 
needed, as things appeared 
to be functioning smoothly 
on the surface. Police Chief 
Tom Williams spoke in sup-
port of the measure, saying, 
“I think it will solve a lot of 
problems, and keep a lot of 
liability off the town.” Wil-
liams told the board that 
the measure would greatly 
streamline communication 
and cooperation between 
emergency departments, 
allowing him to have a full-
time counterpart in the fire 

department with whom he 
could coordinate, and thus 
allow the emergency de-
partments to work together 
more fully. The addition 
of this position, plus the 
Community Health Initia-
tive programs approved in 
the previous agenda item, 
would cost the town a total 
of $60,000, a cost the board 
and Hance felt were justi-
fied given the town’s grow-
ing emergency department 
needs, and the expanding 
scope of their duties. The 
board approved the full-
time fire chief position, 
slated to start on or around 
June 15.
  The Chester Selectboard 

will next meet on Wednes-
day, May 1, at 6:30 p.m., in 
the Chester Town Hall.

LUDLOW, Vt. – The Lud-
low Rotary Club’s (LRC) 
66th annual Penny Sale 
returns on Saturday, April 
27, in the Ludlow Elemen-
tary School’s gymnasium, 
at 6 p.m.
  This will be the 66th 

edition of this traditional 
event, which features hun-
dreds of prizes donated by 
area businesses and indi-
viduals, plus a raffle. The 
Penny Sale is free and open 
to everyone. In addition 
to the prizes and raffle, 
refreshments will be avail-
able.
  The raffle, normally 

conducted at the close of 
the Penny Sale, will of-
fer the following prizes: 
first prize is $500, second 

prize is $250, third prize is 
$150, fourth prize is $100, 
and fifth prize is $50. You 
do not have to be there 
to win one of these raffle 
prizes, but, if you are in 
attendance, your award is 
increased by $25.
  Raffle tickets may be 

purchased from LRC 
members, by accessing the 
LRC’s website at portal.
clubrunner.ca/2939, or by 
sending a check to LARCF, 
P.O. Box 216, Ludlow, VT 
05149.
  Each round of the Penny 

Sale will include a hundred 
various prizes and awards 
from area businesses and 
individuals. Prior to the 
start of each round, Rotar-
ians will sell special tickets. 

These tickets are then 
deposited in a rotating 
drum, where a ticket will 
be randomly selected for 
the winner of the an-
nounced prize or award.
  The proceeds from 

the Penny Sale help LRC 
underwrite its annual 
scholarship program 
for area graduating high 
school seniors planning 
advanced educational 
programs, and fund do-
nations to Ludlow area 
charitable organizations. 
Through this program, 
LRC has awarded over 
$165,000 in scholarship 
awards during the past 
22 years. The annual 
scholarship awards last 
year totaled $9,000.

Annual Ludlow Rotary 
Penny Sale

PUTNEY, Vt. – The 
Landmark Trust USA 
(LTUSA) invites the 
community to learn 
more about one of our 
region’s most distinctive 
architectural typologies, 
one that many north-
ern New Englanders call 
home: the connected 
farm building.
  On Tuesday, May 14, at 

7 p.m., LTUSA will host 
noted scholar and ver-
nacular architecture his-
torian Thomas C. Hubka 
to speak on his seminal 
book “Big House, Little 
House, Back House, 
Barn.” The lively and in-
formative presentation 
will take place at Next 
Stage Arts, 15 Kimball 
Hill in Putney, Vt., and 
will be simultaneously 
livestreamed online.
  The book, which re-

ceived the Abbot Lowell 
Cummings Award from 
the Vernacular Architec-
ture Forum, has been in 
continuous publication for 
40 years, and has become a 
scholarly and popular stan-
dard for New England ar-
chitectural history and cul-
tural studies. This engaging 
talk will highlight the four 
essential components of the 
stately and beautiful con-
nected farm buildings made 
by 19th century New Eng-
landers, that stand today as 
a living expression of a ru-
ral culture, offering insights 
into the people who made 
them and their agricultural 
way of life. It will feature nu-
merous local examples, as 
well as The Landmark Trust 
USA’s Amos Brown House. 
Books will be available for 
purchase and signing.
  “May is Preservation 

Month, and these special 
buildings are an important 
part of our architectural and 
cultural heritage in north-
ern New England, unique 
to our region,” says execu-
tive director Susan McMa-
hon. “Whether you live in 
a connected farm building, 
or have just noticed them 
while driving along New 
England back roads, this 
talk will provide a new ap-
preciation for why they’re 
here and what they say 
about us as a people.” 
  This program is sup-

ported in part by Vermont 
Humanities, with space 
provided by Next Stage.
  For more information 

and to register for the 
livestream, visit www.land-
marktrustusa.org/events. 
No registration is required 
to attend in person at Next 
Stage.

Historian to discuss local 
connected farm buildings

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Expeditionary School at 
Black River (ESBR) is now 
accepting applications for 
enrollment for the 2024-
2025 school year. ESBR 
is housed in the former 
Black River High School 
building, at 43 Main Street 
in Ludlow, Vt. ESBR is a 
small, independent school 
that emphasizes individual 
support and student inter-
ests. Community involve-
ment and field trips are 
also emphasized. Learning 
by doing is a key concept 

for ESBR. Besides regular 
classes in English, math, 
social studies, the sciences, 
the arts, and foreign lan-
guage, the school supports 
independent study of stu-
dent interests.
  Interested students in 

grades 7-12 may apply to 
ESBR. If the student lives 
in a choice community, 
such as Ludlow, Mount 
Holly, and Weathersfield, 
the student’s tuition is paid 
by the State of Vermont. If 
your child is interested in 
ESBR and doesn’t live in a 

choice community, fi-
nancial scholarships are 
available.
  If attending a local, 

small, exciting, individ-
ual student-based school 
sounds right for you and 
your family, please con-
tact ESBR’s Board Chair-
person Gary Blodgett at 
gblodgett@esblackriver.
org, and ask for an appli-
cation. An open house 
at the school is also hap-
pening on Thursday, 
April 25, at 7 p.m. All are 
welcome to attend.

ESBR accepting students

CHESTER, Vt. – State 
Rep. Heather Chase, 
Windsor-Windham dis-
trict, will be at Whiting 
Library, 117 Main Street 
in Chester, Vt., on Satur-
day, April 27, from 9:30-

10:30 a.m., to meet with 
residents of the Town of 
Chester, to discuss issues 
of concern or questions 
you may have regarding 
current matters being re-
viewed by the Vermont 

Legislature.
  If you are not able to 

attend, you may contact 
Rep. Chase by email at 
hchase@leg.state.vt.us, 
or by phone at 802-875 
4663.

Rep. Heather Chase 
constituent meeting
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  Below is from the May 1, 
1854, The Chester Students’ 
Miscellany newspaper. It 
was published by Chester 
Academy students. This is 
Route 35. In part, it reads:

“The Gulf
  “…But it was not our ob-

ject to describe all of the 
scenery of Chester, but to 
attempt a description of one 
of its natural curiosities. 
‘The Gulf ’ as it is called is 
a deep cleft in the hills be-
tween Chester and Grafton. 
It seems to be a place where 
in some convulsion of na-
ture, the hills have been cleft 
asunder down to their very 
base, and some good people 
say it was made so just on 
purpose for a road, at least 
there is a very good road 
through it now, at no incon-

siderable expense.
  “As we enter this road 

from Chester through a 
pleasant grove of beech 
trees, a steep cliff towers up 
on our right some 250 feet; 
as the snow melts in spring 
the water flows down the 
side in several places form-
ing beautiful cascades. Here 
are numerous clefts in the 
rocks forming small cav-
erns, where it seems some 
lonely hermit might pass his 
days in seclusion, and if we 
were in sunny Italy instead 
of Vermont, we might well 
fancy them the secret home 
of some ancient bandit.
  “Following the road which 

winds under overhanging 
rocks on the right side and 
descending a hill, we find 
ourselves in the bottom of 
the Gulf. Steep banks arise 
on either side, but the most 
precipitous on the right, 
these are covered with trees, 

which overhang 
the road, and a 
small brook murmurs along 
by our side, a belt of blue 
sky stretches far above our 
heads, and we look up and 
around with feeling of sub-
limity and awe.
  “We seem in one of na-

ture’s secret chambers, and 
look around in wonder on 
her rough architecture. Thus 
we ramble on for a half a 
mile with the steep rocks 
towering on either side, and 
shut out as it were, from all 
the world.
  “Suddenly we leave the 

defile and come out on a 
small open space and find 
ourselves in Grafton. We 
look around with feelings of 
regret, to find the pleasant 
dream broken, and turn to 
retrace our steps. As we en-
ter the Gulf again from the 
Grafton side we are remind-
ed of Virgil’s description of 

The Chester 
Students’ Miscellany

the entrance to Hades…
  “…But here the resem-

blance ends, for we find none 
of the horrid shapes which 
terrified the gaze of Aeneas, 
nought but the singing of 
birds, the murmuring of the 
brook, and the sighing of the 
wind through the boughs of 
hemlock and spruce. The 
Gulf is well known to the 
students of botany.
  “Here bloom nearly all 

the wildflowers which are 
found in this vicinity. Many 
a pleasant ramble have I had 
in this wild place with some 
fellow student, in search of 
some new flower, and al-
most as often has our search 
been rewarded by finding 
something new and beauti-
ful. 
  “This Gulf is often se-

lected by the students for 
their ‘May walk,’ and many 

a bright May morning has 
found the Gulf alive with 
boys and girls, searching for 
the first wild flowers, climb-
ing the rocks on either side 
and making all resound with 
shouts and laughter.
  “One bright May morn-

ing a large company formed 
in the valley and scaled the 
steep cliff on the right side 
to its very summit. This was 
no easy matter, but perse-
verance and energy accom-
plished it, and the glowing 
cheek and heaving breast, 
when arrived at the top gave 
evidence that for once their 
blood was fairly started.
  “Last year we paid our 

annual visit to the Gulf on 
May day morning, and after 
gathering our hands full of 
flowers around the entrance, 
went deeper into the Gulf 
and had a spirited battle 

with snow-balls, the gentle-
men were fairly beaten by 
the fair sex, and made a safe 
retreat.
  “But darker deeds have 

been enacted in this pleas-
ant Gulf. A few years ago a 
wealthy inhabitant of Graf-
ton was returning home late 
in the evening, and while 
passing the darkest part of 
the Gulf, a large stone was 
thrown, probably with the 
intention of knocking him 
from his wagon, but falling 
a little behind him it struck 
his wagon, this frightened 
the horse, and aided by a few 
sharp blows of the whip he 
soon bore him from all dan-
ger. But enough of Chester 
Gulf, if any one wishes to 
pass a pleasant hour, and ad-
mire the beauties of nature 
let them not to forget to visit 
the Gulf.”

The masthead for The Chester Students’ Miscellany newspaper.
PHOTO BY RON PATCH

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – The documentary 
film “Cycle of Memory” 
will be shown at the 
Rockingham Library on 
Saturday, May 4, at 2 p.m. 
“Cycle of Memory” fol-
lows filmmaker Alex Leff 
and his younger sibling 
Koby, as they try to un-
cover the past and cap-
ture the present, in order 
to be remembered in the 
future.
  Their grandfather Mel 

Schwartz escaped the 
Great Depression on a 
bicycle adventure he’d 
remember for the rest of 
his life – until Mel lost his 
memory to Alzheimer’s. 
Now, over 75 years later, 
his grandchildren set out 
to recreate his life-chang-
ing journey, and find 
those memories before 
they slip away. This film 
explores the importance 
of intergenerational con-
nection, healing pain-
ful pasts, and leaving a 
meaningful time capsule 
for the future. Guided by 
old photographs of the 
1945 trip, they search for 

places aged by time. But, 
while searching for Grand-
pa Mel’s past, the two are 
confronted with their own 
fraught history. If they’re 
going to complete the tur-
bulent journey, they’ll have 
to face their own emotional 
potholes and tumultuous re-
lationship.
  With the help of a grand-

mother learning to live 
alone for the first time, Mel’s 
lifelong friend and coadven-
turer on the bike trip, and a 
family collection spanning 
1950s film reels to 1990s vid-
eo tapes, “Cycle of Memory” 
explores the importance of 
intergenerational connec-
tion, healing painful pasts, 

and leaving a meaningful 
time capsule for the future.
  “Cycle of Memory” ap-

peals most readily to bi-
cyclists, adventurers of all 
types, and anyone who is 
affected by a loved one with 
Alzheimer’s. However, all 
of us are involved with the 
cycle of life, which this film 
adeptly portrays as well. 
For those who wish to stay, 
there will be a brief discus-
sion after the film. This 
event is free and open to the 
public. For more informa-
tion, email programming@
rockinghamlibrary.org, call 
802-463-4270, or stop by the 
library at 65 Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls.

“Cycle of Memory” 

“Cycle of Memory” shown at the Rockingham Library. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

WESTON, Vt. – Two 
string quartets will per-
form in concert on Sun-
day, April 28, at 4 p.m., 
at Old Parish Church in 
Weston. The Castleton 
Quartet, comprised of 
four central Vermont 
music ian/e ducators , 
as well as the Vermont 
State University String 
Quartet, four leading 
student musicians from 

the Castleton Campus, 
will play “From Boccherini 
to Beyonce,” a varied and 
lively program of classical, 
fiddle, rock, film, and pop-
ular music. The program, 
organized by New Thought 

Vermont, is free of charge, 
and is being presented to 
encourage donations in 
support of the music pro-
gramming presented for 
the community by Old 
Parish Church.

String quartets at Old Parish Church

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Gal-
lery at the VAULT is excited 
to offer a raku pottery work-
shop with Andrew Berends 
on two consecutive Satur-
days, May 4 and May 11, 
from 1-5 p.m. each day. Reg-
ister by Saturday, April 27.
  Andrew will be teaching 

the exciting Japanese firing 
technique known as raku. 
Raku is a 16th-century tech-
nique developed in Japan for 
making tea ceremony ware. 
It has been developed in this 
country to produce really 
interesting pottery. The fir-
ings take about an hour, and 
you get a finished piece at 
the end. Raku is a technique 
where pots are fired to 1,840 
degrees, pulled out of the 
hot kiln, and manipulated 
with sawdust and water to 
change the look of the glaz-
es. The glazes can be me-
tallic and/or have a crackle 
effect, making each piece 
unique and one-of-a-kind. 

We will also fire pots with 
a new technique known as 
“horse hair” raku, which 
creates interesting designs 
on the clay. The raku fir-
ings can be done indoors, or 
outdoors depending on the 
weather.
  The class will include 

wheel throwing, slab mak-
ing, as well as extruding in-
struction. The first day will 
include making all types of 
clay work, and the second 
day will be glazing and fir-
ing all the pots in the raku 
tradition. Emphasis will be 
on being creative and learn-
ing the basics of pottery, in-
cluding making the work, 
glazing, as well as firing. The 
class is geared towards teens 
through adults, and limited 
to four students.
  Andrew Berends has been 

a master potter for over 30 
years, with a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts from the New 
York State College of Ce-

ramics at Alfred Univer-
sity, as well as a Master of 
Fine Arts from Montana 
State University. Upon 
moving to Vermont in 
1988, he became a pro-
fessional production/art 
potter, where he exhibited 
internationally, as well as 
being represented by over 
180 galleries nationally.
  The cost of the class, 

discounted for gallery 
members, includes 25 
pounds of clay, glazes, 
and firing costs in a gas-
fired kiln. Wear old cloth-
ing, and bring pottery 
tools if you have them. 
Directions to Andrew’s 
studio in Springfield will 
be given at registration.
  Gallery at the VAULT is 

located at 68 Main Street, 
Springfield. For more in-
formation, call 802-885-
7111, email galleryvault@
vermontel.net, or visit 
www.galleryvault.org. 

Raku pottery workshop

GRAFTON, Vt. – John 
Lomax III, of America’s 
multigeneration folk music 
family, brings his Lomax On 
Lomax presentation to Ver-
mont for his New England 
debut on Saturday, May 4.
  Prodigiously talented fid-

dle legend John Specker and 
his gifted daughters Ida Mae 
and Lila (The Speckers) will 
open the show at the Brick 
meeting House, 2 Main 
Street in Grafton, Vt.

  Local resident George Al-
exander is promoting this 
one-of-a-kind event.
  Alexander says, “Grow-

ing up, some of the favor-
ite songs in my grammar 
school songbook were 
‘Home on the Range,’ ‘Red 
River Valley,’ and ‘Streets 
of Laredo.’ I was amazed to 
meet the Lomax family after 
moving to Houston, Texas, 
and learning that their ef-
forts had preserved those 

folk songs for us. Bring-
ing this show to my new 
home town of Grafton is 
a real joy.”
  The Speckers and their 

triple-fiddle performance 
will kick off the proceed-
ings on Saturday, May 4, 
at 6:30 p.m., with Lomax 
following after a brief in-
termission.
  Tickets will be available 

at the door on the eve-
ning of the performance.

Folk performances in Grafton

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Collectors will be able to 
find out if that family heir-
loom is worth hanging onto 
at an antiques and uniques 
appraisal event Sunday, 
May 5, in Bellows Falls.
  The fundraiser runs from 

1-5 p.m., at the United 
Church on School Street, 
and is a benefit for the Bel-
lows Falls Woman’s Club 
(BFWC) scholarship fund. 
Admission is free.
  Several appraisers will be 

on hand to evaluate items 
and provide information 
about them. Up to three 
items can be presented, or 
a box lot of coins, stamps, 
postcards, jewelry, or the 
like, for a nominal fee. 
Firearms, knives, ammu-
nition, and other weapons 
are excluded, as well as rugs 
larger than 6 feet by 9 feet. 
Large furniture pieces can 
be evaluated through pho-

tographs.
  Appraisers currently 

scheduled are Stephan 
Brandstatter of Brattleboro, 
who specializes in music-
related items; Kit Barry of 
Brattleboro, whose exper-
tise is ephemera; Sharon 
Boccelli of Westminster, 
well-known local auction-
eer; and Dan Yelin, owner 
of Colony Antiques in 
Keene, N.H.
  Barry describes ephem-

era as “any paper mate-
rial…covered from 1700s 
through today, [includ-
ing]…catalogs, booklets, 
pamphlets, letters, labels, 
products with labels still 
attached, product boxes, 
greeting cards, invitations, 
tickets, programs, photo-
graphs, school report cards, 
menus, newspapers, maga-

zines, forms, etc.”
  Textiles, furniture, cur-

rency, coins, clocks, watch-
es, sterling, objets d’art, 
books, fine china, jewelry, 
oriental rugs, entertain-
ment memorabilia, Ameri-
can and European art glass, 
fine art, pottery, musical 
instruments, and vintage 
clothing are suggestions for 
items that can be appraised.
  Access to the venue is 

through the rear of the 
church at the ground level. 
Parking is limited in the 
rear, but additional park-
ing is available in the Hetty 
Green Park lot behind TD 
bank. 
  Further information can 

be found on the BFWC 
Facebook page and website, 
www.bellowsfallswoman-
sclub.weebly.com. 

Antiques appraisal and fundraiser
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N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. –  
The Snelling Center for 
Government is pleased to 
announce that Kayla Bapp 
of North Springfield has 
graduated from the Early 
Childhood Leadership In-
stitute. The Class of 2024 
celebrated with family 
members, colleagues, and 
friends in attendance at 
graduation on April 13, at 
Burke Mountain Resort.
  Bapp  is currently the PCC 

specialist at the Springfield 
Area Parent Child Cen-
ter. As a participant in the 
Early Childhood Leader-
ship Institute (ECLI), Bapp 
joined 21 other leaders 
from around the state for 
a unique series of six over-
night sessions designed to 
foster meaningful relation-
ships and explore some of 
the most important issues 
facing early childhood care 
and education in Vermont. 
With session themes in-
cluding personal leader-
ship adaptation, complex 
systems thinking, public 
policy and advocacy, and 
use of data, the program 
challenges and supports 
participants to develop 
self-awareness, and acquire 
knowledge and skills that 
result in strong, effective 

leadership and thoughtful 
action. 
  With Graduation as the 

culmination of the ECLI 
journey, this year’s key-
note address was delivered 
by Jubilee McGill, legisla-
tor from Addison County. 
McGill reflected on the 
landscape of early child-
hood care in Vermont, and 
the importance of this pro-
fession and leadership in 
the field. She thanked the 
cohort for their work and 
leadership.
  The Class of 2024 is the 

sixth graduating class, and 

Bapp now joins a profes-
sional network of over 
1,000 Vermont Leader-
ship Network alumni, 
including more than 150  
ECLI graduates who are 
positively influencing 
Vermont’s future for chil-
dren and families.
  To learn more about 

the Early Childhood 
Leadership Institute and 
the Snelling Center’s 
other professional devel-
opment programs, please 
visit www.snellingcen-
ter.org, or call 802-859-
3090.

Kayla Bapp graduates 
Snelling Center Early 
Childhood Institute BELLOWS FALLS, 

Vt. – The Vermont 
Workers’ Center is host-
ing drop-in information-
al hours on May 7, from 
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., 
in the Rockingham Free 
Public Library Meeting 
Room. All are welcome 
to stop in to get updated 
about Medicaid, Medi-

care Savings Programs, and 
other health care resources. 
If you have been cut off of 
Medicaid and are wonder-
ing if you still qualify, or 
whether you qualify for 
other programs, stop by 
for the latest information. 
You can also find out about 
your rights in the Medicaid 
redetermination process, 

and review any communi-
cations you have received 
about Medicaid or other 
health insurance. This 
event is free and open to the 
public. For more informa-
tion, email programming@
rockinghamlibrary.org, call 
802-463-4270, or stop by 
the library at 65 Westmin-
ster Street.

Medicaid information at 
Rockingham Library

RUTLAND, Vt. – Ac-
cording to the American 
Hospital Association 
(AHA), there will be a 
shortage of up of 3.2 mil-
lion healthcare workers 
by 2026. America will 
face a shortage of up 
to 124,000 physicians 
by 2033, and will need 
to hire at least 200,000 
nurses per year to meet 
increased demand, and 
to replace retiring nurs-
es. There are also critical 
shortages of allied health 
and behavioral profes-
sionals, especially in 
marginalized rural and 
urban communities.

  The mission of South-
ern Vermont Area Health 
Education Center (AHEC) 
is to enhance community 
efforts to grow and sustain 

the health workforce in 
southern Vermont. One of 
the ways we do this is by de-
livering pathway programs, 
which connect students to 
health careers. 
  Southern Vermont 

AHEC, in partnership with 
Come Alive Outside, is 
hosting its first MedQuest 
Health Careers Expo for 
students 14-21 years of 
age on Wednesday, May 8, 
from 3-7 p.m., at the Rut-
land Recreation and Com-
munity Center, 134 Com-
munity Drive in Rutland. 
This event also coincides 
with Southern Vermont 
AHEC’s 25th anniversary 
celebration. Admission to 
the expo is free and open to 
the public. 
  There will be more than 

20 Vermont health ca-
reers represented, ranging 
from clinical and nonclini-
cal roles in medicine, oral 
health, mental and behav-
ioral health, public health, 
emergency response, and 
much more. Immerse your-
self in interactive displays, 
innovative technology, and 
connect with seasoned 
professionals. Among the 
more than 40 exhibitors 
will be virtual reality (VR) 
simulations and mobile 
medical units. Students can 
enter a drawing to win VR 
headsets, with health ca-
reers exploration modules 
and training simulations 
for their school. DJ Brett 
Myhre will provide music, 
and there will be giveaways, 
a 50-50 raffle, and other 
fun prizes. Come Alive 
Outside will host a Nerf 
skills course, and the Rol-
lin’ Rooster and Mr. Ding-
a-Ling ice cream truck will 
be on site.
  Check out www.svtahec.

org for more details. We 
want to thank our phe-
nomenal sponsors Rutland 
Regional Medical Center, 
VNA & Hospice of the 
southwest region, Commu-
nity Health, and Springfield 
Hospital, plus recognize 
our tech-savvy partners at 
Tranfr.

MedQuest Health Careers 
Expo

Find a career in health care at the MedQuest Career Expo.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Kayla Bapp (center).
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – As 
April marks National Al-
cohol Awareness Month, 
Health Care and Rehabili-
tation Services (HCRS), the 
community mental health 
agency in southeastern 
Vermont and a preferred 
substance use services pro-
vider, is raising awareness 
about the pervasive issue of 
alcohol misuse and addic-
tion, both nationally and 
within our own commu-
nity. With startling alcohol 
statistics from both nation-
al and local sources, it’s evi-
dent that concerted efforts 
are needed to address this 
public health concern.
  According to the Centers 

for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), exces-
sive alcohol use is respon-
sible for more than 95,000 
deaths in the United States 
each year, making it the 

third leading preventable 
cause of death in the coun-
try. Moreover, the econom-
ic burden of excessive alco-
hol consumption amounts 
to nearly $250 billion an-
nually.
  Closer to home, a recent 

VT Digger article revealed 
that Vermont continues 
to rank among the high-
est in the nation for binge 
drinking and alcohol use 
disorder. This alarming 
trend highlights the press-
ing need for comprehen-
sive support, and resources 
within our local communi-
ties, to combat the adverse 
effects of alcohol misuse.
  In response to these con-

cerning statistics, HCRS 
remains steadfast in its 
commitment to providing 
essential resources and sup-
port for people struggling 
with alcohol addiction 

and misuse. Through its 
comprehensive programs 
and services, the nonprofit 
agency strives to offer ac-
cessible and effective treat-
ment options tailored to 
meet the unique needs of 
each individual.
  George Karabakakis, 

CEO of HCRS, empha-
sizes, “In recent years, the 
spotlight has been on the 
critical challenge of opioid 
overdoses, but alcohol use 
disorder remains a sig-
nificant concern. National 
Alcohol Awareness Month 
is a great reminder that 
we need to create greater 
awareness of this prevent-
able issue.’”
  HCRS offers a range of 

alcohol misuse and addic-
tion resources, including 
counseling services, sup-
port groups, and special-
ized treatment programs. 

Individuals seeking as-
sistance or guidance are 
encouraged to visit www.
hcrs.org for more infor-
mation on available re-
sources.
  New this year, Ver-

mont’s new Mobile Crisis 
services provide an in-
person response for not 
only mental health, but 
also substance use crises. 
Vermonters can access 
this program through 
www.gethelpvt.org, or 
by calling 988. This en-
hanced crisis service is 
spearheaded by HCRS, 
in partnership with the 
nine other community 
mental health agencies 
across the state.
  Karabakakis is thrilled 

that HCRS is able to 
provide this enhanced 
service. “HCRS took the 
lead in the development 
and implementation of 
Mobile Crisis services 
across the state. This 
best-practice model of a 
two-person, in-person 
response is changing the 
way community mem-
bers are supported during 
a substance use, as well as 
a mental health, crisis.”
  Join HCRS in raising 

awareness and promot-
ing education around 
alcohol misuse and ad-
diction during National 
Alcohol Awareness 
Month. 
  To receive alcohol 

services in southeastern 
Vermont, reach out to 
HCRS by calling one of 
their toll-free lines: Hart-
ford area, 855-220-9430; 
Springfield area, 855-
220-9429; or Brattleboro 
area, 855-220-9428. You 
can also view their web-
site, www.hcrs.org, for 
more information.

National Alcohol Awareness Month 



Barbara I. Amidon, 1936-2024

David C. Noyes, 1955-2024

Bonnie G. Smith, 1948-2024

Laurie J. Devoe, 2024

Elizabeth M. Lombard, 
1927-2024

Erma Heidtmann 
memorial service

Mabel Ward 
graveside service

Dorene E. Benson, 
1959-2024

April 24, 2024 | 5The Vermont Journal/The Shopper

obituaries

OBITUARIES

Due by Monday 12 p.m. 

Email to editor@vermontjournal.com

Basic 200-word Obituary $75
$0.50/word after 200
Black and White Photo $10

Death Notices, Funeral Services, 
and Thank You Notices under 50 words are free

Family Owned Funeral Home
Funeral & Cremation Services

802-885-3322 
99 Summer St, Springfield, VT

www.DavisMemorialChapel.net
Owners Scott and Angela Page

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your  
piece of Vermont  

to fit your Dreams!

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Barbara I. Amidon of 
Springfield, Vt., passed 
away peacefully at her 
home on Wednesday, April 
17, 2024. Barbara was born 
on Jan. 17, 1936, to Irvin 
and Dorothy Pockette, in 
Rutland, Vt.
  Barbara graduated from 

Mount St. Joseph Academy 
in Rutland, Vt., and subse-
quently married Frederick 
Amidon, also of Rutland. 
The two enjoyed 66 years of 
marriage before Fred’s pass-
ing in September 2023.
  Four children survive 

Barbara: Jennifer (and Ray) 
Byrd, Raleigh, N.C.; Fred 
(and Patty) Amidon, Cor-
nish, N.H.; Sue Gifford of 
Wade, N.C.; and Michelle 
(and Allen) Kuusela of 
Springfield, Vt. She had 
six grandchildren, includ-
ing Jessica Sheckler, Ra-
leigh, N.C.; Marshall Coats, 
Johnson, Vt.; Sara Brooks 
of Wade, N.C.; Miles Gif-
ford, Wade, N.C.; Stephanie 
Gifford, Wade, N.C.; and 

Hunter Kuusela, Spring-
field, Vt. Barbara also left 
four great-grandchildren.
  An avid fan of Elvis, Bar-

bara enjoyed a recent trip 
to Graceland, and took ex-
tensive pleasure in her dog 
(Vinnie) and cat (Bandit). 
She also enjoyed reading, 
spending time with her 
family, and going to the 
beach.
  She will be sorely missed.
  Davis Memorial Chapel 

in Springfield, Vt., assisted 
with the arrangements.

Barbara Amidon, 1936-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CHESTER, Vt. – Dorene 
E. Benson passed away on 
the morning of Saturday, 
April 6, 2024, at the Genesis 
Lebanon Center, Lebanon, 
N.H., after a long struggle 
with Parkinson’s disease. 
She was 64 years old.
  Dorene was born on Oct. 

21, 1959, in Springfield, Vt., 
daughter of Raymond S. 
Benson and Doris (Holton) 
Benson. She grew up in 
Weston, Vt., and gradu-
ated from Green Mountain 
Union High School in 1977.
  Over the years, Dorene 

worked at James & Lamson 
in Springfield, Vt., Mack 
Molding in Ludlow, Vt., and 
Ron Bacon Painting in Lon-
donderry, Vt. She served 
in the United States Army 
from 1986-1987. Upon her 
return, she worked for B&B 
Mini Mart in Andover, Vt., 
then at Jelley’s Mobil in 
Londonderry, Vt., for more 
than 30 years, until her 
health failed in 2020.
  Dorene was an avid car 

enthusiast, enjoyed NAS-
CAR and DIRTcar racing, 
country music, and mow-
ing her big lawn. She was 
a good friend to many, 
and knew everyone. She 
will be remembered as a 
low-keyed woman, with 
an entertaining, often un-
expected, sense of humor. 
She will be greatly missed, 
and will always be remem-
bered for her quick wit and 
nicknames for those close 
to her.
  She is survived by her 

sister Norene Grout and 
brother-in-law Gary Grout 
of South Londonderry, 
her nephew Kodi Grout of 

Chester, Vt., great-nieces 
Adrianna Grout and Aleah 
Grout, her Uncle Casey 
Rowley of Londonderry, 
Vt., her Aunt Claire Holton 
of Osprey, Fla., and many 
cousins.
  Dorene was preceded 

in death by her parents, 
her niece Tara Grout, and 
her special canine friend 
Peaches.
  Special thanks to Historic 

Homes of Runnemede, 
Windsor, Vt.; Genesis Leba-
non Center, Lebanon, N.H.; 
and Bayada Hospice, for the 
great care given to Dorene 
over the past three years.
  A graveside service for 

family members will be 
held at a later date. Per 
Dorene’s request, no other 
services are planned. Burial 
will be in the Maple Grove 
Cemetery in Weston, Vt.
  Memorial donations in 

Dorene’s memory can be 
made to the Springfield 
Humane Society in Spring-
field, Vt., or to the Ameri-
can Parkinson’s Disease 
Association – Vermont 
Chapter.
  Davis Memorial Chapel 

in Springfield, Vt., is assist-
ing with arrangements.

Dorene Benson, 1959-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Lau-
rie Jane (MacDonald) Devoe 
of Springfield, Vt., passed 
away on Sunday, March 31, 
2024. She was 76 years old. 
  Laurie is survived by her 

husband of 37 years William 
Devoe.
  Laurie is also survived by 

her brother Scott MacDon-
ald; her sons John Christian 
Benson, Tobias Devoe, and 
Robert Dorn-Devoe; and 
her daughters Stacie Merritt, 
Shannon Benson, Meredith 
Devoe, Maryjane Devoe-
Kolenda, Altanai Winston, 
and Alysha Devoe. Laurie 
also leaves her 19 grandchil-
dren, 10 great-grandchil-
dren, many nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces, and great-
nephews, and the many chil-
dren that she cared for over 
18 years of foster parenting. 
Laurie cherished family. 
  Laurie graduated from 

Bellows Falls High School in 
1967. She raised her children 
in Bellows Falls, Chester, 
and Springfield, Vt.
  Laurie dedicated her life 

to working for the families 
of the State of Vermont. She 
started as a receptionist with 
the Welfare Office, before 
moving on to the Office of 
Child Support as an intake 

worker, advancing to para-
legal, and retiring as the re-
gional supervisor for all of 
southern Vermont. 
  Laurie spent her retire-

ment with her loving hus-
band in Springfield, Vt. 
She had her family and her 
close friends, Jacci and Rus-
sell Farrar of Chester, Vt., 
nearby. 
  A service will be held on 

June 15, at 11 a.m., at Oak 
Hill Cemetery, Bellows Falls, 
Vt. The service will be fol-
lowed by a Celebration of 
Life.
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls, Vt.

Laurie Devoe, 2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CHESTER, Vt. – There will a memorial service for Erma 
Heidtmann on May 4, at 2 p.m., at Pleasant View Cemetery 
in Chester, Vt. Friends and family are welcome.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Elizabeth Marie Lombard 
passed away peacefully 
at home with family and 
friends on April 12, 2024.
  She was born in Tyson, 

Vt., on Dec. 26, 1927, to 
Henry and Marie (Frye) Gr-
uber, both from Germany.
  Liz attended schools in 

Ludlow, and graduated from 
Black River High School in 
1946. After high school, she 
was employed at the Ludlow 
Telephone Company as a 
switchboard operator, and 
in 1947 married Gordon 
Lombard.
  During World War II they 

lived in Virginia for a short 
stay, where Gordie was sta-
tioned before going over-
seas. When they moved back 
to Ludlow, after residing in 
numerous apartments, they 
bought the house at 2 Pond 
Street, where she lived for 
68 years. Liz worked with 
Marge Roberts, assisting in 
her preschool/kindergarten 
classes. When she retired, 
Liz took over the classes, 
and began teaching upstairs 
in her own home. When her 
youngest son had finished 
the program, she stopped 
teaching and went to work 
in the kitchen at Okemo 
Mountain. Liz was kitchen 
manager for 14 years.
  After her husband passed 

away in 1985, she left shortly 
after that and went to work 
as a teacher’s aide at the Lud-
low Elementary School until 
2004. Liz enjoyed so many 
things – painting, cooking, 
crafts of any kind, pick-
ing berries, shopping with 
friends and family, sharing 
her history knowledge, and 
lastly her biweekly book 
club meetings. Liz served 
as a Eucharistic minister at 

the Catholic Church, was 
known for her homemade 
baked beans at chicken bar-
becues, and supported many 
additional fundraisers when 
asked. She was predeceased 
by her husband Gordon of 
39 years, both parents, her 
brother Tony Gruber, and 
her sister Ann Morgan.
  She is survived by her 

older brother Harry Gru-
ber; brother-in-law Robert 
Lombard; her three sons 
Mark (Beth), Craig, and 
Kurt Lombard; five grand-
children Josh (Marina), 
Jake (Emma), Joel (Krystal) 
Lombard, Julie (Kevin) Za-
loudek, and Angela Stanley; 
six great-grandchildren; and 
loving nieces and nephews.
  There will be a graveside 

service at Pleasant View 
Cemetery on May 17, at 11 
a.m.
  A Celebration for 96 years 

of Life will follow, and be 
held at The American Le-
gion Post 36, second floor.  
  Liz was involved with 

many nonprofits, and many 
assisted her in the later years. 
In lieu of flowers, please do-
nate to the organization of 
your choice.
  Arrangements are en-

trusted to the care of the 
Davis Memorial Chapel, 
Springfield, Vt.

Elizabeth Lombard, 1927-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
David Carl “Dicker” Noy-
es, 69, passed away April 
20, 2024. David was born 
to Arnold J. and E. Carroll 
(Chadwick) Noyes on Feb. 
28, 1955, in Bellows Falls. 
David attended school in 
Bellows Falls, and gradu-
ated from BFUHS in 
1973. On Oct. 12, 1991, he 
married Laurie (French) 
Noyes. His working career 
included F.W. Whitcomb, 
Community Feed, Gays 
Fuel Service, and Cota and 
Cota, from which he re-
tired in 2018. David’s big-
gest joys were his home, 
of which he was a proud 
fourth-generation owner; 
his family; and his trucks, 
tractors, and motorcycle.
  He is survived by his 

wife Laurie; his daughter 
Ella (Noyes) Cademartori 
(Elijah); his stepchildren 
Philip Clark (Thersea) 
and Alison (Clark) Ami-
don (Jesse); his siblings 
Richard (Dotsie), John 
(Elaine), Ellen Allman 
(Robert), Nancy Tenney 
(Edwin), and Linda Noyes; 
eight grandchildren; four 
great-grandchildren; and 
many nieces, nephews, and 
cousins.
  A memorial service will 

be held Saturday, April 
27, at his favorite place, 

6 Noyes Road, at 2 p.m., 
with a reception to follow. 
Donations may be sent to 
the Bellows Falls Alumni 
Association Scholarship 
Fund in Dicker’s memory.
  Arrangements are un-

der the care of Fenton and 
Hennessey Funeral Home, 
55 Westminster Street, Bel-
lows Falls, Vt.

David Noyes, 1955-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CAVENDISH, Vt. – A graveside service for Mabel Ward, 
who passed away March 18, 2024, will be held on May 3, at 
10 a.m., at the Cavendish Village Cemetery.

WALPOLE, N.H. – Bon-
nie G. (Wetherby) Smith, 
75, of Walpole, N.H., died 
in the comfort of her home 
after a short battle with can-
cer, surrounded by her fam-
ily and friends, on April 1, 
2024, while listening to her 
beloved country music. She 
was born May 10, 1948, in 
Richford, Vt., to Orville and 
Shirley (Martin) Wetherby. 
Bonnie attended school 
in Bellows Falls, and lived 
most of her life in the Bel-
lows Falls/Walpole area. 
Bonnie worked at a variety 
of jobs, including her par-
ents’ taxi business in Bellows 
Falls, James Plumbing and 
Heating, Silver Forest, and 
Whelen. The last more than 
15 years were spent provid-
ing child care for her grand-
children and her “adopted” 
grandson Matty Brough.
  Bonnie enjoyed gardening 

in her yard, and spent much 
time on her front porch, 
which became the “social 
hub” of her neighborhood. 
Bonnie was an avid cribbage 
player, and passed this pas-
sion on to her children and 
grandchildren. She enjoyed 
frequent family dinners to 
celebrate birthdays and holi-
days in the home she shared 
with her daughter Traci. 
Bonnie was a great support 
for her family in their times 
of need, and encouraged 
them in their endeavors. 
Community service was 
a priority for her, as evi-
denced by her support of the 
Walpole Fire Department, 
of which her son, daugh-
ter, and two grandsons are 
members. Country music 
was her favorite. She and 
her friend Kevin were able 
to take a long road trip to 

Nashville last summer, stop-
ping at all the sights along 
the way.
  She married Vance Smith 

in 1969. They later divorced, 
but remained lifelong 
friends. When Vance remar-
ried his new wife, Debbie 
also became a close friend 
with Bonnie. Both were 
present when she passed. 
  Bonnie was predeceased 

by her parents, and her 
brother Greg Martin. She 
is survived by her children 
Bryan Wetherby (Jeanne), 
Tammi Wetherby Boles 
(Daniel), Crystal Trayhan, 
Traci Smith, and Matthew 
Smith (fiancee Tonya). 
She also leaves her grand-
children Blaze Trayhan, 
Emma and John Wetherby, 
Matthew Wetherby, Krys-
tal Schram, Vanessa Mc-
Calister, Colby and Jordan 
Smith, Hayden and Ryan 
Smith, and several great-
grandchildren. Bonnie re-
quested no funeral or calling 
hours. Bonnie has requested 
to have a Celebration of 
Life ceremony at her home. 
This will be held on May 11, 
from 1-4 p.m., at 1015 Main 
Street, North Walpole, N.H., 
with a rain date of May 18. 

Bonnie Smith, 1948-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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calendar LEGAL NOTICES

Municipal Fire Chief 
Employment Opportunity 

Ludlow Fire Department, Ludlow Vermont
 

Summary 
The Town of Ludlow is actively seeking candidates for a Full 
Time Municipal Fire Chief. For a complete job description 

and application information please visit the Town of Ludlow 
Website at Municipal_Fire_Chief_Position(Ludlow_VT).pdf 

or contact the Ludlow Municipal Office at 802-228-2841.

The Town of Ludlow is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Development Review Board
Town of Ludlow, Vermont

Hybrid Public Hearing
May 13, 2024 at 6:00pm

A public hearing before the Development Review Board for 
the Town of Ludlow, Vermont, will be held on 13 May 2024 
at 6:00 P.M., in the Heald Auditorium, at the Ludlow Town 
Hall, and via Zoom.

APPLICANT: Ronald Kemperle
 27 Pleasant Lane
 Oyster Bay Cove, NY 11771

PROPERTY LOCATION:  158 Snowbridge Road
 Ludlow, Vermont, 05149
      
Parcel No. 030424-000 

REASON FOR HEARING:  Application is for a Site Plan 
Review for residential landscaping. The project is located in 
the Mountain Recreation district. 

APPLICATION NUMBER: 500-24-SITE

The above application is available for inspection at the Lud-
low Municipal Offices. Persons wishing to participate may 
do so in person, be represented by an agent or an attorney, 
by Zoom, or by writing the Board. Written communications 
about the application should be filed with the Board either 
prior to, or during, the hearing. Hybrid meeting information 
will be available on the agenda, posted at www.ludlow.vt.us.
 
Rosemary Goings
Director of Planning and Zoning 

Development Review Board
Town of Ludlow, Vermont

Hybrid Public Hearing
May 13, 2024 at 6:00pm

A public hearing before the Development Review Board for 
the Town of Ludlow, Vermont, will be held on 13 May 2024 
at 6:00 P.M., in the Heald Auditorium, at the Ludlow Town 
Hall, and via Zoom.

APPLICANT:   Okemo Limited Liability Company
 77 Okemo Ridge Road
 Ludlow, VT, 05149    

PROPERTY LOCATION: 77 Okemo Ridge Road
 Ludlow, Vermont, 05149

Parcel No. 030673-000

REASON FOR HEARING: To reopen the hearing of the re-
location of the Starlight Carpet, for additional evidence. This 
project is located in the Town’s Mountain Recreation district.

APPLICATION NUMBER:  288-05-CU, Amendment No.2
 092-95-PUD, Amendment No.4
 478-20-ACT250, Amendment No.2

The above application is available for inspection at the Lud-
low Municipal Offices. Persons wishing to participate may 
do so in person, be represented by an agent or an attorney, 
by Zoom, or by writing the Board. Written communications 
about the application should be filed with the Board either 
prior to, or during, the hearing. Hybrid meeting information 
will be available on the agenda, posted at www.ludlow.vt.us.
 
Rosemary Goings
Director of Planning and Zoning 

Development Review Board
Village of Ludlow, Vermont

Hybrid Public Hearing
May 13, 2024 at 6:00pm

A public hearing before the Development Review Board for 
the Village of Ludlow, Vermont, will be held on 13 May 2024 
at 6:00 P.M., in the Heald Auditorium, at the Ludlow Town 
Hall, and via Zoom.

APPELLANTS: Leslie & Marc Stewart
 5 High Street
 Ludlow VT, 05149
Cathleen & Lee Ellmaker
 3 High Street
 Ludlow, VT 05149

PROPERTY LOCATION: 3 Gill Terrace
 Ludlow, Vermont, 05149

Parcel No. 230259-100 

REASON FOR HEARING:  Appeal is in opposition to an 
approved permit for a single family residential home. The 
project is located in the Village Residential district. 

APPLICATION NUMBER: 501-24-AP

The above application is available for inspection at the Lud-
low Municipal Offices. Persons wishing to participate may 
do so in person, be represented by an agent or an attorney, 
by Zoom, or by writing the Board. Written communications 
about the application should be filed with the Board either 
prior to, or during, the hearing. Hybrid meeting information 
will be available on the agenda, posted at www.ludlow.vt.us.
 
Rosemary Goings
Director of Planning and Zoning 

Development Review Board
Town of Ludlow, Vermont

Hybrid Public Hearing
May 13, 2024 at 6:00pm

A public hearing before the Development Review Board for 
the Town of Ludlow, Vermont, will be held on 13 May 2024 
at 6:00 P.M., in the Heald Auditorium, at the Ludlow Town 
Hall, and via Zoom.

APPLICANT: Winterplace COA
 P.O. Box 370
 Ludlow VT, 05149

PROPERTY LOCATION: 
101 White Loop - H303
 Parcel No. 030213-015
46 Fowler Lane - O302
 Parcel No. 030222-014
46 Stewart Lane - P306
 Parcel No. 030224-018
 Ludlow, Vermont, 05149

REASON FOR HEARING:  Application to amend a 
Planned Unit Development Permit to convert attic space 
into bonus rooms. The project is in the Mountain Recreation 
District. 

APPLICATION NUMBER:  081-94-PRD, 
 Amendment No. 19

The above application is available for inspection at the Lud-
low Municipal Offices. Persons wishing to participate may 
do so in person, be represented by an agent or an attorney, 
by Zoom, or by writing the Board. Written communications 
about the application should be filed with the Board either 
prior to, or during, the hearing. Hybrid meeting information 
will be available on the agenda, posted at www.ludlow.vt.us.
 
Rosemary Goings
Director of Planning and Zoning 

DESTRUCTION OF EDUCATIONAL RECORDS 
 

SPRINGFIELD VERMONT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
301 South Street  

Springfield, Vermont 05156 
(802) 885-5121 

 
The Springfield School District (Vermont) will be conducting a 
"Destruction of Records." These are special educational records 
and personally identifiable information used within the Individuals 
With Disability Education Act but are no longer needed to provide 
educational  services to students. The aforementioned records 
for students with a birth year of 1998  or earlier, will be available 
for pick up or will be destroyed if arrangements are not made for 
pick up before May 10th, 2024. Any person desiring  their records 
must submit that request in writing or in an email to the Special 
Services Department.  
 
Requests must include the student’s name (including any 
possible name changes) and the student’s date of birth. 
  
Please send your request in before May 10th, 2024, to: 

 
 Director of Special Services  

Springfield School District 
301 South Street 

Springfield, Vermont 05156 
(802) 885-5121 

(email requests to: dgray@ssdvt.org) 
 

Other instructions will be provided after making initial contact. 
 

TOWN OF ANDOVER
953 Weston-Andover Road

Andover, VT 05143
INVITATION TO BID

The Town of Andover seeks bids for bridge deck repair work 
on East Hill Road: 

LOCATION:  Bridge #6 on East Hill Road 
(43.32654, -72.72207) 

SCOPE OF WORK:  Replace membrane and pave deck 
including removing any loose portions of concrete on the 
deck, sand blasting existing steel and repouring with 3,500 
PSI concrete. Deck will be paved to 3” with Superpave Bitu-
minous Concrete Pavement. Curb slots will be cleaned and 
filled. Contractor responsible for signage and keeping one 
lane open.

CONTRACT COMPLETION DATE:  The Contract shall be 
completed on or before November 1, 2024.

PRE-BID:  A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, May 1, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. at the Andover 
Town Garage.

Sealed bids must be received in the Andover Town Office by 
3:00 p.m. on Monday, May 13, 2024 and will be opened at 
that evening’s Select Board meeting.

QUESTIONS:  Contact Road Foreman Charlie Golden at 
(802)875-3247 or garageandover@gmail.com.

The Town of Andover reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids.

APRIL 27 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
There will be an indoor 
yard sale to support the 
Bellows Falls Moose Legion 
on April 27, at 8 a.m., at 
the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster 
Street. No customer entry 
before 8 a.m. Setup time 
for sellers is 7 a.m., and 
the fee for a table is paid 
the day of the sale. Contact 
todd.ager@gmail.com with 
questions.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
The Springfield United 
Methodist Church is having 
its Spring Rummage Sale on 
Saturday, April 27, from 9 
a.m. – 2 p.m., at 10 Valley 
Street, Springfield, Vt. 
There will be many great 
items available, as well as 
coffee and donuts for sale. 
Everyone is welcome.

ALSTEAD, N.H. – Charles 
F. Andros, former New 
Hampshire/Vermont 
apiary inspector, will hold 
a beekeeping workshop 
on Saturday, April 27, 
from 1-3:30 p.m., at 18 

MacLean Road, Alstead, 
N.H. Look for the “BEE” 
sign on the south side of 
Walpole Valley Road. 
Topics of discussion will be 
early spring management – 
locating apiaries, 
equipment, handling 
bees, feeding syrup and 
supplements, making nuclei, 
reversing, and requeening. 
Bring a veil, if you have 
one, as we shall be opening 
some colonies. Water and 
sunscreen are also a plus. 
Registration is required, 
email lindenamel@gmail.
com, or call 603-756-
9056.

APRIL 28 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The United 
Church of Ludlow invites 
the community to a service 
and reception on Sunday, 
April 28, to kick off a 
$50,000 Capital Campaign 
to restore its historical bell. 
With the campaign theme 
“Ring Out Love,” the United 
Church is seeking support 
from the community as it 
works to not only repair 
the disintegrating supports 
on its venerable bell, but 

also to make upgrades to 
improve accessibility, and to 
help neighbors in need. The 
kickoff begins with the 10 
a.m. Sunday service in the 
sanctuary, followed by a 
reception at 11:30 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall.

MAY 1 –
PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – 
On Wednesday, May 1, 
at 6 p.m., the Cavendish 
Fletcher Community 
Library will host “Sheryl 
Faye Presents: Amelia 
Earhart.” This one-woman 
show shares the life and 
achievements of Amelia 
Earhart. The actress 
Sheryl Faye has brought 
her performances of 
historical women all over 
New England, and we 
are thrilled to be hosting 
her for a third time at 
the Cavendish Fletcher 
Community Library.

MAY 2 –
CHESTER, Vt. – Chester 
Ambulance will be hosting 
a community outreach event 
on Thursday, May 2, at 6 
p.m., at the Chester Town 
Hall. This event will be a 
panel discussion with local 
health and social services. 
The intent is to inform 
the community on all the 
different resources available 
to them, and how Chester 
Ambulance can assist in 
facilitating. Organizations 
attending will be Springfield 
Hospital, North Star 
Health, Community Cares 
Network, Neighborhood 
Connections, and Bayada.

MAY 4 –
CAVENDISH, Vt. – 
Daffodils are blooming, 
so it’s time to get outside 
and spruce up our Village 
Green. Wear work gloves, 

bring your favorite tool, 
and join the volunteer crew 
of Cavendish Streetscapes 
to clear away winter’s 
debris from the Proctorsville 
Green and surrounding 
gardens on Saturday, May 
4, from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., 
rain or shine. Dig in and 
enjoy good conversation.

CHESTER, Vt. – Upstairs @ 
Town Hall will host a Teen 
Open Mic on Saturday, 
May 4, at 6:30 p.m., open 
to ages 13-17. Sing, play 
an instrument, dance, or 
recite. Solo, duo, or trio. 
A music stand, vocal mic, 
and amplifiers for guitar 
and bass will be available. 
Ten minutes will be allotted 
for each performance. 
Admission is free.

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
Springfield Supported 
Housing Programs is having 
our annual fundraiser on 
May 4, at Magic Mountain 
in Londonderry, Vt. Doors 
open at 5 p.m., and music 
begins at 7 p.m. Come 
groove with us for “Cinco 
Dead Mayo,” with Zach 
Nugent & Dead Set. For 
more information, or to 
purchase tickets, visit www.
facebook.com/events/ 
408682795077221.

WALPOLE, N.H. – The First 
Congregational Church of 
Walpole, on the Common, 
will hold a rummage sale 
on Saturday, May 4, from 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. There will 
be all seasons clothing and 
select housewares on sale, 
as well as food, including 
grilled hot dogs starting at 
10 a.m. A bag sale will be 
held from 12-1 p.m.

SUNDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 

Catamount Composite 
Squadron of the Civil Air 
Patrol meets Sundays, from 
3:30-5:30 p.m., at Hartness 
Airport in Springfield. 
The Civil Air Patrol is the 
auxiliary unit of the U.S. 
Air Force tasked with the 
mission of supporting 
America’s communities 
with emergency response, 
diverse aviation and 
ground services, youth 
development, and 
promotion of air, space, 
and cyber power. Cadets 
as young as 12 and senior 
members of any age make 
up this diverse group of 
volunteers.

MONDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Free 
Tobacco Quit class led by 
Sarah Doyle, Mondays, 
from 6-7 p.m., at Parks 
Place, 44 School Street 
Extension, Bellows Falls. 
Dinner included. Call or 
text Sarah at 802-289-
0045 or email sdoyle@
springfieldmed.org.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Overeaters Anonymous 
12-Step Recovery Program 
is Mondays, from 7-8 p.m., 
at Parks Place, 44 School 
Street Extension in Bellows 
Falls. The program is free. 
For more information go to 
www.oa.org.

WALPOLE, N.H. – Meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
in St. John’s Parish Hall, 
Walpole.

TUESDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Come check out TOPS – 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 
We are a nonjudgmental, 
affordable, and supportive 
weight loss group. The 
first visit is free. We are 
taking Covid precautions 
so a mask is required while 
attending the meeting. All 
are welcome; youth must 
be at least 9 to attend and 

have parental permission. 
Meetings are every Tuesday 
at 25 Cherry Hill in Bellows 
Falls. Weigh-ins start at 
5:45 p.m. 

CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Tuesday, from 10-11 
a.m. Classes will be held in 
the First Universalist Parish 
of Chester community room. 
Classes are free and open 
to all. Drop-in class, no 
registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara at 
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Cardio & 
Sculpt, Wednesdays at 9:30 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – The 
First Congregational Church 
of Westminster’s Souper 
Wednesdays are held every 
Wednesday until May 1, 
from 12-2 p.m., in the 
Church Fellowship Hall, 
with several delicious soups 
to try. All are welcome.

THURSDAYS –
TYSON, Vt. – The Tyson 
Ladies Aid Library 
Association meets the first 
Thursday of each month, 
typically at the Tyson 
Library. Lunch is served at 
11:30 a.m. and meetings 
start at noon. New potential 
members are always 
welcome. Please call Janine 
Norman at 802-228-8764 
for more information or to 
verify meeting location.

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Support group for parents 
of pregnancy and infant 
loss on the first Thursday of 
the month, from 6-7 p.m., 
at Springfield Area Parent 
Child Center, 6 Main Street 
in North Springfield. For 
details or to register, email 
dominiquer@sapcc-vt.org 
or call 802-886-5242 ext. 
258.
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Wilson & Lawrence Inc. 
Tennis Courts Contractors in 

Grafton, Vt. is now hiring for our 
summer crews 

Please call 802-732-8494 Mon-Fri

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Art  Crafts Gifts & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7
Shop Pottery, Glass, Children’s Items, Woodenware, Scarves, 
Jewelry, Cards, Fine Art, and More
http://galleryvault.org

Silk Scarf Show by Teresa Flowers

Open Wall: Thoughts of Spring

Workshops http://galleryvault.org/workshops
Raku Pottery w/ Andrew Berends 5/4 & 5/11
Flowers in Texture & Color w/ Julie Crabtree 4/27
  Create your own piece of stitchery art, rich in color & texture.
(04/24/24 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-
tions on up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our 
clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer 
care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.
mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/20/24 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. 
Framing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hard-
wood flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered 
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in 
Proctorsville. 802-558-5267. 
(05/15/24 - 13)

NEW ENGLAND HOME
BUIDING AND REMODEL
802-779-3414 — Located in Weston, VT

Kitchens, Additions, and Remodels.  Finish Carpentry and Cabinet 
Work.  Property Maintenance. Fully Insured, Free Estimates. 

Like us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM!
www.newenglandhomebuildingandremodel.com
(06/05/24 - 52)

Campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT
SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2024! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(05/08/24 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
10am-6pm. 
(08/14/24 - TFN - 52)

Conflict Consulting
THEFLATTABLE.COM, TOM SALMON CPA, MA
“We were stuck. Tom helped our family resolve insurmountable 
challenges. We are forever grateful.” - Telos W., Springfield. 

The Flat Table process works! No conflict too big or too small. Free 
consultation. 802-535-1555 or TheFlatTable.com. 
(10/02/24 - 26)

Electrician
KJ ELECTRIC LLC
802-428-6224
kjelectric63@gmail.com
Chester, VT
Licensed and Insured
Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/29/25 - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(05/22/24 - 13)

Okemo Valley TV
LOCAL PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS THIS WEEK
• Municipal Update from Brendan McNamara
• Average Daves’ Star Wars Special
• Local Church Services
• Gov. Scott Weekly Press Conference
• Tech Gym Youth Sports

Okemo Valley TV now has its own app on all of the main 
streaming platforms! Apple TV, Roku, Amazon Fire TV, Google 
Play, and mobile (iOS & Android)
(07/03/24 - TFN - 13)

Organic Lawn & Land Care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN
Serving Chester and surrounding towns

Now Accepting New Customers- Our commitment to fully or-
ganic lawn and garden care practices gives you peace of 
mind for all the kids, pets, nature, and friends using your yard. 
Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet, so you 
can relax while we make your property beautiful for you.

We’re Different- Green Bee has earned an Organic Land Man-
agement Professional Accreditation and can tailor a plan for 
managing your property to meet your goals. Large or small, all 
properties will benefit from utilizing this approach.

We are fully insured, reliable, and priced right. Like us on Face-
book and Reach Out Today to secure your spot! Call, text, or 
email: 802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com.
(08/07/24 - 26)
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RECORD CONCRETE INC.
802-875-3702     recordconcrete@yahoo.com

HELP WANTED:
Concrete Form Workers
Must be able to lift 100 lbs, have a valid drivers 
license, and transportation to and from Rocking-
ham, VT. 40-60 Hours per week. 

Experienced Concrete Floor Finisher 
Capable of pouring, leveling, and finishing ga-
rage and basement floors. Must have valid drivers 
license, transportation to and from Rockingham, 
VT, and able to lift 100lbs. Must be dependable. 

Kindergarten Registration 
Ludlow Elementary School

April 30th, 2024 by Appointment (802) 875-5151
For children who will be 5 years old on or before August 31, 
2024.  
Please bring the following:
1. Birth Certificate
2. All immunization records
3. Proof of residency
Preschoolers will be invited to see the Kindergarten class-
room in the morning on May 15

FOR RENT
MOUNT HOLLY, Vt. – Newly re-
modeled 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
home, open kitchen dining room 
and living room with cathedral 
ceilings, primary bedroom on 
main floor. Monthly or yearly, 
$2,600/month. Call 802-770-
0569. 

FOR SALE
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 2015 GMC 
Terrain SLT for sale, excellent con-
dition, 124,500 miles, one owner, 
$7,500. Call 802-683-8061. 

HELP WANTED/ 
VOLUNTEER
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Volunteers 
wanted, docents (tour guides) to 
give tours of the Adams Grist Mill 
on weekends for the season. Call 
603-313-8585 and leave mes-
sage, or email jim.narkiewicz@
gmail.com.

Submit your 
Classified 

Online!
www.VermontJournal.com

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Shawn is a handsome, 
6-year-old lop looking for 
an indoor home to call all 
his own. Shawn loves his 
veggies and fruits. He is very 
good about using his litter 
box. He is a bit shy, as most 
rabbits are, so would do 
best in a rabbit-experienced 
home. If you can give Shawn 
a loving home in his golden 
years, stop by Wednesday-
Saturday, from 12-4 p.m. 
  Springfield Humane 

Society, 401 Skitchewaug 
Trail, Springfield, Vt., 802-
885-3997, www.spfldhu-
mane.org.

Shawn

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
Immanuel Episcopal Church, 20 Church St.
Services are held most Sundays at 10 a.m., in person. 
Please join us. All are welcome. For more information 
go to Facebook @ImmanuelEppiscopalChurch or to our 
website www.immanuelepiscopal.org.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H.
North Charlestown United Methodist Church, 471 
River Rd.
Worship is Sundays at 9 a.m. Holy communion is 
celebrated the first Sunday of every month.  Go to www.
facebook.com/UMCOfNorthCharlestown for more 
information.

Charlestown Congregational Church, 71 Main St.
Sunday service starts at 10 a.m. All are welcome. For 
more information, call 603-826-3335.

CHESTER, VT.
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 313 Main St.
Services are on Wednesdays at 5:30-6 p.m. and on 
Sundays at 10 a.m., both in person and by Zoom, 
followed by coffee hour. All are welcome. Handicapped 
accessible. For a link to the Zoom service or more 
information about services and events, please visit www.
stlukesepiscopalvt.org.

LONDONDERRY, VT.
Second Congregational Church of Londonderry, 
2051 N. Main St.
Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. in person or online. Fill 
out a form at www.2ndcongregationalchurchvt.org to be 
sent a link to the live stream.

LUDLOW, VT.
Annunciation Catholic Church, Corner of Depot and 
High St. 
Masses are celebrated on Saturday at 4:30 p.m. and on 

Sunday at 9 a.m. For further information, see our website 
at churchoftheannunciation.org, or call us at 802-228-
3451.

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
Church of Christ, Rt. 11, 972 Chester Rd.
Sunday Bible Study for all ages at 10 a.m.; Worship 
Service at 11 a.m. includes a group meeting for children. 
Live or past services can be viewed on Facebook at 
SpringfieldVTChurchofChrist. Wednesday at 6:30 p.m., 
adult class on different topics meets in the Fellowship 
Hall, accessed by parking in the back of the church. For 
more information, call Jamie Kurpiel, Evangelist, at 870-
615-0452 or email jckurpiel@yahoo.com. If no answer, 
call 802-886-2670.

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, 90 Park St. 
Sunday Liturgy is 9:30 a.m. and Saturday vespers at 5 
p.m. For more information, call 802-885-2615 or Parish 
Council President Thomas Barton at 802-263-5719.

Unitarian Universalist Church, 21 Fairground Rd.
Sunday Services are at 10 a.m., in person and on Zoom. 
For more information, go to www.uuspringfieldvt.org.

WALPOLE, N.H.
Walpole Unitarian Church, corner of Union and 
Main St.
Sunday Service begins at 10 a.m. Services are also 
available via Zoom. For links and updates, go to www.
walpoleunitarianchurch.org.

WESTMINSTER, VT.
First Congregational Church of Westminster, 3470 
US Route 5
Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in our historic church 
and on Zoom. For more information, call 802-518-
0321, email us at westminstercongoline@gmail.
com, or find us on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/First-Congregational-Church-of-Westminster-
Inc-1506511432980057.Follow us!

The Vermont Journal
The ShopperLike us on Facebook!   @VermontJournal
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TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

The Town of Springfield Development Review Board will 
hold a public hearing at 6:30 pm, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, to 
review a proposal to add 3 residential units to the property 
located at 2 White Street. Individuals wishing to participate 
in the public hearing may do so in person, via Zoom video 
conferencing, or by submitting written comments. Partic-
ipation in this hearing is a prerequisite to the right to take 
any subsequent appeal. Please contact the Town Planner 
(802-376-6102 /toszoning@vermontel.net) for copies of the 
agenda and zoning application.

TOWN OF WESTON
ROAD CREW

The Town of Weston seeks to add full-time, year-round 
member to our Road Crew. We take pride in maintaining 
the Town’s equipment, roads, and facilities and creating 
improvements where we can, the successful applicant will be 
team players willing to do their best and learn along the way. 

Candidates are required to hold a VT Driver’s License, have 
a High School diploma or equivalent and a valid CDL Class 
B Driver’s License, successfully pass a background check, 
and participate in drug testing.

This position has benefits, including health care, and a retire-
ment package. The position is eligible for overtime. 

Mail or return your resume to: Town of Weston PO Box 
98 Weston VT 05161 or drop off at the Town Office.  You 
can also email the application to selectboard@westonvt.org  
Applications will be reviewed as received with the position 
open until filled. The Town of Weston is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

Town Of Weston                                                                                                                                           
PO Box 98                                                                                                                                               

Weston, VT 05161
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR TWO-BAY 

ADDITION TO TOWN GARAGE

The Town of Weston is requesting proposals for a two-bay 
addition. Building will be steel and attach to the existing 
building.  

Proposals shall include details for the addition and line-item 
pricing for each of the following Scope of Service Compo-
nents:
• Design plans 
• Excavation and site preparation
• Concrete foundation and floor
• Steel building with standing seam roof
• Build a firewall with door in between new and old building 
• Provide and install Heating system 
• Provide and install all Electrical for addition
• Please visit the Town of Weston website for more informa-
tion on the Scope of Work www.westonvt.org

Proposals may be sent to Shawna Batogowski, Selectboard 
Administrative Assistant at selectboard@westonvt.org and 
must be received by May 10th, 2024. Email proposals will 
be printed and placed in sealed envelopes. Proposals may 
also be mailed with a postmark date no later than May 10th, 
2024 addressed to: Town of Weston Selectboard PO Box 98, 
Weston VT 05161 Attn: Town Garage RFP

All proposals will be opened at the Selectboard meeting 
scheduled on May 14th, 2024 

The selected firm(s) shall report to and be responsible to the 
Town of Weston Selectboard. The Town of Weston reserves 
the right to withdraw this Request for Proposals, to accept 
or reject any or all proposals in part or in their entirety, to 
advertise for new proposals if it’s in the best interest of the 
Town to do so, and to award a contract as deemed to be in 
the best interest of the Town of Weston.

During the evaluation process, the Town of Weston reserves 
the right where it may serve the Town’s best interest, to re-
quest additional information or clarifications from propos-
ing firms. The Town of Weston reserves the right to retain 
all proposals submitted and to use any ideas in a proposal, 
regardless of whether that proposal is selected. 

Compliance with the Law- The selected contractor shall 
comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and 
regulations in the performance of service. The selected 
contractor must be registered with the Office of the Secertary 
of State of the State of Vermont and be certified to conduct 
business legally in the in the State of Vermont.

The Town of Weston is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Subject to space. May be edited for clarity, grammati-

cal errors, and libelous statements. Must be kept under 
400 words. Must include name and town for publication. 
Viewpoints do not necessarily reflect the views of The 
Vermont Journal & The Shopper.

POLITICAL LETTERS
Due to the volume of political letters we receive during 

elections, and the increased cost of adding pages to the 
paper to print them all, as of March 2023 we are charging 
a fee for political letters at the rate of $75 for 200 words, 
and $0.50 per word thereafter. Political letters include 
electioneering for a specific candidate, party, or article 
that may impact one’s vote.

Dear Editor,

  The statehouse is an ex-
traordinarily busy place at 
the moment. The legislature 
is in the last month of its 
two-year 2023-2024 bien-
nium, which means that if 
bills don’t pass in the next 
four weeks, they are “dead” 
until January 2025, when 
they can be reintroduced. 
So, for many issues and bills, 
this is crunch time. As a re-
sult, most of our big bills are 
in negotiation.   
  For example, both the 

Senate’s big housing bill, 
S.311, and land use bill, 
S.308, are being incorpo-
rated into the House’s Act 
250 (land use) update bill, 
H.687.  This represents a 
substantial amount of time 
and effort by three commit-
tees. The action at the mo-
ment on all three of those 
bills is in Senate Natural 
Resources and Energy. So, 
if you are interested in fol-
lowing the developments 
in these areas, H.687 will be 
voted out of that commit-
tee in the next week. It will 

then go to both the Senate 
Finance and Appropria-
tions Committees, as it has 
spending and tax proposals 
in it.  And, after that, it will 
go to the Senate floor to be 
voted on. Following that, a 
conference committee will 
be named, made up of three 
members of the House and 
three of the Senate, and it is 
in this committee that the 
final negotiations on two 
of the legislature’s top pri-
orities, housing and land 
use planning (updating Act 
250), will take place.  
  Another bill generating 

quite a bit of interest is this 
year’s ethics bill, H.875. Ver-
mont had been one of the 
only states without some 
form of an ethics commis-
sion, and without a state 
code of ethics. For the last 
eight years, the legislature 
has worked to rectify that.  
We now have both an ethics 
commission and a state code 
of ethics. The Ethics Com-
mission website, which has 
lots of information, includ-

ing the State Code of Ethics, 
can be found at www.ethic-
scommission.vermont.gov.
  Each year we work to 

update and add to aspects 
of the State Code of Ethics. 
This year, we are address-
ing municipal ethics. In 
response to last year’s leg-
islative request for a report 
from the Ethics Commis-
sion on how to implement 
a municipal code of ethics, 
the House Committee on 
Government Operations 
crafted this bill, which is 
now being considered by the 
Senate Government Opera-
tions Committee, on which 
I serve. Evidently, a signifi-

cant number, almost 50%, of 
the complaints lodged at the 
Ethics Commission are mu-
nicipal in nature. Most fre-
quently cited concerns are 
conflicts of interest, prefer-
ential treatment, retaliation, 
and financial impropriety.  
  Currently all three branch-

es of state government, the 
legislature, judiciary, and 
the executive branch, have 
established codes of ethics. 
Most ethics complaints are 
funneled through the Ethics 
Commission to the appro-
priate state body, which, in 
turn, has a system designed 
to address these issues. Most 
of H.875 seeks to strength-

en the code of ethics at the 
state level, and the last third 
of the bill establishes one 
at the local level. It is not 
meant to target any size of 
town or area of the state. 
We are continuing to work 
on this bill – trying to make 
sure we don’t place undue 
burdens on towns. The Ver-
mont League of Cities and 
Towns is helping us appreci-
ate what is realistic for most 
municipal governments. In 
all this work, our objective 
has been to create a stan-
dard, clear, and consistent 
code of ethics, one that all 
public servants are required 
to abide by.  Vermonters ex-

pect nothing less.
  I appreciate hearing from 

you. I can be reached by 
email at  aclarkson@leg.
state.vt.us, by phone at the 
statehouse Tuesday-Friday 
at 802-828-2228, or at home 
Saturday-Monday at 802- 
457-4627. To get more in-
formation on the Vermont 
Legislature, and the bills 
which have been proposed 
and passed, visit the legisla-
tive website, legislature.ver-
mont.gov.

Sincerely,
Alison Clarkson
Windsor district state sen-

ator

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
On Thursday, May 2, at 
6 p.m., join Will Cronin 
from Barrett & Valley As-
sociates Inc. at the Spring-
field Town Library for a 
presentation called “The 
Home Buying Process: A 
Step-by-Step Guide.”
  Discover the step-by-

step process of buying a 
home, from securing a loan, 
to avoiding overpayment, 
and addressing closing 
costs. Learn about each step 
in the process.
  Will has lived in vastly 

different places, from Bos-
ton, to Como, Italy, and 
Vermont. However, one 

thing that always caught his 
attention, no matter where 
he was, was real estate. Will 
enjoyed admiring the an-
cient medieval buildings of 
Como, and comparing them 
to the suburban houses he 
grew up in around Boston. 
Now, Will is passionate 
about helping people take a 

significant step in their lives 
by finding their first home, 
comfortably.
  This event is free and 

open to the public. Call the 
library at 802-885-3108 with 
any inquiries, or visit our 
calendar of events to sign up 
at www.springfieldtownli-
brary.org/calendar. 

“The Home Buying Process” workshop

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Health Care and Reha-
bilitation Services (HCRS), 
southeastern Vermont’s 
nonprofit community men-
tal health agency, celebrates 
a successful Spring Art 
Show opening that has left 
an indelible mark on both 
the organization, and the 
community it serves. With 
over 200 captivating works 

of art on display, the event 
not only demonstrated the 
creative talents of HCRS 
staff and clients, but also 
underscored the profound 
therapeutic benefits of ar-
tistic expression for mental 
health.
  The Spring Art Show, 

held at and sponsored by 
118 Elliot in Brattleboro, 
unfolded into a vibrant cel-

ebration of creativity, resil-
ience, and unity. Attendees 
were treated to a diverse 
array of artwork, ranging 
from paintings and sculp-
tures to mixed media and 
photography. Each piece 
served as a testament to the 
unique journeys and per-
spectives of the artists, of-
fering a glimpse into their 
inner worlds.
  One of the highlights of 

the evening was the live 
music performances that 
filled the air with melodies 
of inspiration and hope. 
The audience was capti-
vated by the soulful tunes, 
culminating in a special 
performance by none other 
than HCRS’ esteemed CEO 
George Karabakakis. This 
demonstration of leader-
ship not only showcased 
the CEO’s artistic talents, 
but also exemplified the 
organization’s commitment 
to fostering creativity and 
connection at all levels.
  Art has long been recog-

nized as a powerful tool for 
promoting mental health 
and wellbeing. Through the 
act of creation, individu-
als can express emotions, 
process experiences, and 

cultivate a sense of empow-
erment and self-discovery. 
For those facing mental 
health challenges, art thera-
peutic activities offer a safe 
and supportive outlet for 
exploration and healing.
  The success of the HCRS 

Spring Art Show serves as 
a testament to the trans-
formative power of art in 
healing and recovery. By 
providing a platform for 
expression and connection, 
HCRS continues to enrich 
the lives of its clients and 
the community at large. 
  HCRS case manager Jon-

athan Mattoon adds, “We 
have witnessed many indi-
viduals grow, build social 
relationships, and continue 
to create and connect with 
the arts beyond their expe-
riences at HCRS.”
  The art show remains 

open through the end of 
April, with open hours on 
Fridays, from 4-7 p.m.; Sat-
urdays, from 12-4 p.m.; and 
Sundays, from 12-4 p.m.

HCRS Spring Art Show opening a success

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 
On Sept.14, The Westmin-
ster Community Festival 
will feature a display of 
objects and ideas created 
by the people of Westmin-
ster. We invite painters, 
printmakers, sculptors, 
glassblowers, woodwork-
ers, jewelers, potters, tile-
makers, authors, musicians, 
quilters, weavers – anyone 
who produces from their 
head, heart, and hands, to 
make our community and 
the world a more beautiful 
and special place. 
  We’ll share your vision 

with the public at an exhi-
bition in the Westminster 
Institute during the festival 
with a creative community 
collage.
  Participation is free and 

open to Westminster resi-
dents. If you would like to 
participate, or want more 
information, please contact 
kathy.traugott@comcast.
net. 

Westminster 
Community 
Festival 
seeks 
participants

HCRS staff at the HCRS Spring Art Show opening.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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outdoor news

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES
MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600
NEW TIRES TOO!!

280 River Street, Springfield
802-885-4963
802-885-6200

P&M Auto & Service

2016 Subaru Forester
Fully Loaded 

AWD

2018 Ford Fusion

2017 Kia Sportage LX

HYBRID SE
4 Cylinder
Locking Windows
AM/FM/CD 
AC

Fully Loaded
4 Cylinder

2018 Hyundai Tucson SEL

2013 Chevy Equinox LT

Fully Loaded
AWD

Fully Loaded
6 Cylinder
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Guaranteed
Credit ApprovalBankruptcy • Bad Credit

First Time • Divorce

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5252
802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 
TWO-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply
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ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – If 
you’re a wildlife enthusiast 
itching for spring, then be 
sure to check out the Her-
ricks Cove Wildlife Festival 
on Sunday, May 5, at beau-
tiful Herricks Cove on the 
Connecticut River in Rock-
ingham, Vt. The festival is 
presented by the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Depart-
ment and Ascutney Moun-
tain Audubon Society, and 
made possible with support 
from Great River Hydro, 
Ben and Jerry’s, Magris 
Talc, Mascoma Savings 
Bank, Decker’s Tent Rent-
als, HB Energy, and One 
Credit Union.
  This is a family-friendly 

festival, with an emphasis 
on the wildlife and natu-
ral resources of Vermont. 

The festival will feature live 
animals, nature-focused 
walks, kids’ activities, pre-
sentations by environmen-
tal and nature organiza-
tions, and demonstrations 
that include the return of 
Vermont Game Warden 
canine units – all this and 
more, with a focus on get-
ting outdoors and enjoying 
nature. There will be food 
offered by a variety of local 
vendors, as well as wildlife 
art, craft, book, and gift 
vendors there through the 
day.
  “The Herricks Cove Wild-

life Festival gives partici-
pants a chance to learn about 
and experience our native 
fish and wildlife, and the 
importance of conserving 
their habitats so future gen-

erations can appreciate 
them as well,” said Mary-
Beth Adler, a state wildlife 
technician with Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife. 
  Gates open at 9:30 

a.m., and activities are 
scheduled from 10 a.m. – 
4 p.m., rain or shine, with 
an early morning bird 
walk at 7 a.m. There is 
a small suggested dona-
tion, but no one is turned 
away for lack of funds. 
Pets are not allowed. Vis-
it the festival website for 
updates and more infor-
mation at www.amasvt.
org/herricks-cove-wild-
life-festival.
  Herricks Cove is locat-

ed just off Route 5, less 
than three miles north of 
Bellows Falls.

Herricks Cove Wildlife 
Festival CHESTER, Vt. – The 

Chester Rod and Gun 
Club will sponsor the an-
nual Children’s Fishing 
Derby on Saturday, May 
11, from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m., 
at the Chester Reservoir. 
Children 12 years old 
and younger may par-
ticipate in the event, and 
must be accompanied by 
a parent or guardian. The 
Children’s Fishing Derby 
is hosted each year with 
the cooperation and as-
sistance of the Vermont 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. The reservoir 
will be stocked with trout 
shortly before the event. 
Prizes will be awarded 
to the lucky anglers who 

catch the first fish, the lon-
gest fish, and the first to 
catch their limit of five fish. 

For additional information, 
please contact George Wil-
son at 802-236-1746.

Chester Fishing Derby

REGION – The Ver-
mont Fish and Wildlife 
Department is looking 
for volunteers to join 
them for fun-filled week-
ends to get the Green 
Mountain Conservation 
Camps (GMCC) ready 
for the 2024 season. This 
year, the GMCC Kehoe 
Workcation Weekend 
will be May 11-12, and 
the GMCC Buck Lake 
Workcation Weekend 
will be May18-19.
  “We look forward to 

Workcation Weekend all 
winter long,” said educa-
tion specialist Hannah 
Phelps. “With the help 
of local volunteers, we 
spruce up both camps in 
preparation for the sum-
mer, and enjoy being 
outdoors knowing it’s for 
a good cause – environ-
mental education for to-
day’s youth.”
  Volunteers can partici-

pate for as long as they are 
able to – one hour, one 
day, or both days. They 
are welcome to stay over-
night in onsite cabins, or 
they can bring their own 
tents. Lunch and dinner 
will be provided.
  The Buck Lake camp 

is located in Woodbury, 
and the Kehoe camp is on 
Lake Bomoseen in Cas-
tleton. This is an excel-
lent community service 

opportunity for Boy Scout 
and Girl Scout groups, as 
well as high school and col-
lege clubs. The Conserva-
tion Camps are looking for 
help with general repairs, 
construction, landscaping, 
painting, cleaning, fire-
wood, and gardening. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to 
bring their own tools, but 
the camps will have some 
available.
  For more information 

and to register as a volun-
teer for one of these week-
ends, please email Hannah.
Phelps@vermont.gov, or call 
802-249-4199.
  Vermont’s conservation 

camp program is unique, 
because it is sponsored and 
directed by the Fish and 
Wildlife Department pro-
fessionals who conserve 
Vermont’s fish and wildlife 
species. Working biologists, 

foresters, wardens, and con-
servation educators teach 
young people about their 
role with Vermont’s forests, 
wetlands, wildlife, and fish 
through interactive activi-
ties.
  The Green Mountain 

Conservation Camp pro-
gram’s greatest strength is 
connecting young people 
to the outdoors. The camp 
program is sponsored in 
part through a grant from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Wildlife and Sport 
Fish Restoration Program.

Green Mountain Conservation 
Camp Workcation Weekends

Introduction to bullhead 
fishing clinic

REGION – Five hydroelec-
tric facilities on the Con-
necticut River in Vermont, 
New Hampshire, and Mas-
sachusetts are being reli-
censed, and you can submit 
public comments through 
May 22. The flow of the 
river is controlled by Great 

River Hydro and FirstLight 
Power Services, and the li-
censes last for 30-50 years. 
Hydro facilities use a pub-
lic trust resource – your 
river – to produce power, 
and they’re required to pro-
vide benefits to the public 
and ecological health of the 

river. Let’s make sure they 
do. This is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to 
speak up for recreational 
access and a healthy river. 
To learn more, visit Con-
necticut River Conser-
vancy’s website at www.
ctriver.org/hydro.

Hydropower relicensing on 
the Connecticut River

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department is holding a 
series of introductory bull-
head fishing clinics this 
spring, highlighting a sea-
sonal opportunity to tar-
get one of Vermont’s most 
overlooked fish species.
  “The arrival of spring 

brings increased oppor-
tunities to catch bullhead 
as they begin moving into 
their spawning grounds,” 
said education specialist 
Corey Hart. “In addition 
to be being a blast to catch, 
bullhead – or ‘horned pout,’ 
as they are also known – 
are excellent table fare.”
  Each clinic will explore 

different fishing styles used 
to target brown bullhead, 
which are found in many 
of the shallower, muddier 
lakes, ponds, and rivers of 

Vermont. Bullhead, like 
other species in the catfish 
family, are nocturnal bot-
tom feeders. So, the clinics 
will take place in the eve-
ning, to take advantage of 
increased bullhead activity.
  These clinics are open to 

people of all ages and lev-
els of experience, including 
those who are completely 
new to fishing. Equipment 
will be provided, but par-
ticipants are encouraged 
to bring their own rods as 
well. Participants should 
also dress for the weather, 
and bring a flashlight or 
headlamp.
  Space is limited to the 

first 30 registrants, and 
seminars fill up quickly, so 
sign up as early as possible. 
Preregistration is required, 
and can be completed in 
the events calendar on Ver-

mont Fish and Wildlife’s 
website at www.vtfis-
handwildlife.com. Di-
rections to the meeting 
spot will be given upon 
registering.
  This area’s clinic will 

be held on Wednesday, 
May 15, starting at 6:30 
p.m., at Hoyts Landing 
in Springfield, Vt.
  Reasonable accommo-

dations for persons with 
disabilities are available 
upon request. Please in-
clude a description of 
the accommodation you 
will need. Individuals 
making such requests 
must include their con-
tact information. Please 
send an email to co-
rey.hart@vermont.gov, 
or call 802-505-5562 
(voice), or 1-800-253-
0191 (TTY).

Last year’s fishing derby.
PHOTO BY RON PATCH

VISIT US ON

@VermontJournal
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Armando Stettner and Molly Tennis.

Logan Roundy and Lorelei Bertone.Ethan Bertone and Lily Farnsworth.

Darius Saiful Ambar and Hannah Zierfus.

Matthew Winter and Taylor Claflin
PHOTOS BY MARIE LAPLANTE

6405 Rt. 100, Londonderry, VT
802.824.5383

lasserceramics.com

Funeral & 
Cremation 

Services
802-885-3322

99 Summer St, Springfield, VT
www.DavisMemorialChapel.net
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Family Owned Funeral Home
Owners Scott and Angela Page 

802-885-3191
48 Main Street, Chester, VT

Like us on Facebook
www.DrChristopherFauver.com

Good Luck
Contestants!

34 School Street, Chester, VT

Member SIPC

Amy L Duffy
Financial Advisor
41 Chester Rd Suite 1
Springfield, VT 05156
802-885-1352

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Member SIPC

Amy L Duffy
Financial Advisor
41 Chester Rd Suite 1
Springfield, VT 05156
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“Springfield’s Best Kept Secret”

Community Owned Since 1992

335 River St., Springfield, VT 05156
(802) 885-3663
www.springfieldfood.coop

Monday - Friday: 7AM-7PM
Saturday: 8AM-7PM
Sunday: 10AM-5PM

Open to All!

www.SpringfieldHospital.org

Yes! These Services Are Offered at Springfield Hospital. 
Patients can self-refer for most specialties. Prompt appointments available.

Cardiology                               802-885-7524 
   Alan Opsahl, MD 
Ear, Nose & Throat                 802-886-1775 
    Christopher Ryder, MD 
Emergency Services              802-885-7540 
   Douglas Nilson, MD 
Endoscopy                              802-885-5600 
   John Ciocchi, MD 
General Surgery                     802-885-5600 
   John Ciocchi, MD 
Gynecology                             802-885-7561 
   Wendy Conway, MD, FACOG 
    Kara Pitt, MD, FACOG 
Infusion Services                    802-885-7524    

Mammography                      802-885-7669 
Oncology                                802-885-7524 
    Christi Hayes, MD 
    Letha Mills, MD 
Orthopaedics                        802-885-6373 
    David L. Muller, MD 
    Robert Cantu, MD, MS 
    Timothy Mello, PA-C 
    Katherine Silta, PA-C 
Radiology                               802-885-7517 
Urology                                   802-886-3556       
    Amichai D Kilchevsky, MD 
    Ramiro J. Madden-Fuentes, MD 
    Leanne Alexander PA-C 

25 Ridgewood Road, Springfield, VT  05156    www.springfieldhospital.org
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Congratulations and Good Luck
Apple Blossom Contestants!

ULTIMATE AUTOBODY LTD. 
1024 CHARLESTOWN RD
SPRINGFIELD, VT 05156

802-885-5401 PHONE
802-885-6116 FAX

Aaron Streeter, Manager
aaronstreeter1@gmail.com

Craig Streeter
ultimatecraig@hotmail.com

Visit your Local Sugar House

Green Mountain Sugar House 
820 Route 100 North  |  Ludlow, VT

800-643-9338  |  www.gmsh.com  |  Like us on Facebook

apple blossom Meet the Contestants

apple blossom
Opening Night 

Friday, May 3, at 7 p.m.

Grand Performance 
Saturday, May 4, at 7 p.m.

Tickets available at Tina’s Hallmark, 
Boccaccio’s Salon in Springfield, or 

online at springfieldhospital.org/apple-
blossom-sponsorship

Contact Sandy for information 
at 802-885-7686
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Lincoln Strong, Olivia Kimball, Adelaide Peck, and Wyatt Paul.Brody McCarthy, Addalynn Waysville, Evan Keefe, Sawyer Duford, Ashlyn Wheeler, Michael Blanchard, Dylan 
Chase, and Izabella Fraser.

Parker Olney, Arabella Chessman, Gavin Willis, Melia Willis, Reed Wilson, and Brynley Patch.
PHOTOS BY MARIE LAPLANTE

Keoni McDonough, Ayla Rose, Jaelyn Briere-Smith, Thomas Jones, Juliette Nelson, and Zu-
rich Messina.

NEW HAMPSHIRE AND VERMONT’S
JEEP WRANGLER HEADQUARTERS

5 River Road, Claremont, NH
www.cdjrofclaremont.com 603-543-0188

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS!
Ford of Claremont

FordOfClaremont.com    603-542-9800
NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS

NOBODY HAS MORE INVENTORY!
green mountain classics

Joel Gomez
125 Chester Road

Springfield, VT 05156

802-885-2347

802-228-5774

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S
Providing discreet financial advice to our community for over 20 years

Member FINRA/SIPC
Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Shop at your 
Local Hardware Store!

Hardware - Lumber - Kitchen - More

(802) 228-4665

182 Pleasant St.
Ludlow, VT 05149

Open Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat 7-3

368 River Street, Suite 110

SPRINGFIELD 
ROOTS 

PIZZERIA

802-885-3355

40 Main St
Springfield, VT

Jerry Farnum, Agent
802-885-2939
jerry.farnum.e1ar@statefarm.com
13 Clinton St. Springfield, VT

Thank you for your loyalty. We appreciate you. 

HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

Southern Vermont’s 
Largest Antique 

Center
20,000 sq. ft. 

showcasing antiques, 
quality collectibles, 

furniture, jewelry, folk 
art, primitives and home 

decorating accents. Dealers 
welcome. Be a part of 

the most active center in 
Southern Vermont. 

Thank You for your Patronage for Mother’s Day!

Enjoy the Apple Blossom Show!

2 Chester Road, Suite 7
Springfield, VT 05156

802-885-8564
vitt19@vermontel.netTina’s Hallmark

Have Fun & Enjoy 
the Show!

Have Fun & Enjoy 
the Show!

BOCCACCIO’S
HAIR & TANNING SALON

56 Green Street
Bellows Falls, VT
802-463-4495

Clinton Street 
Springfield, VT

802-885-6265

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily
802-952-9570
In Chester, take Route 11 
East for 1/2 Mile. Take 
Right onto Green Mtn. 
Turnpike. We’re the first 
house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup
Maple Cream

Member VMSMA

Willow Farm Pet
Grooming • Retail Shop • Overnight Boarding • Daycare

Store Hours: Mon-Fri 8-6 and Sat 9-2

Opening Night Friday, May 3, at 7 p.m.    Grand Performance Saturday, May 4, at 7 p.m.

enjoy the show!

info@davisandcompany.com  .  802-228-8811 

www.okemorealestate.com

GOOD LUCK CONTESTANTS!
ENJOY THE SHOW!



GREEN UP DAY

Ready to meet with us?
Reach out to Phil today!

wwbuilding.com

Big projects or small improvements,
we’re ready to help!

hello@wwbuilding.com

Send us a project question! We
have the knowledge and

customer service you want. We
provide the right solutions and

we’re building relationships
within our community. 

Text or Call 
(802)-289-9787

phil@wwbuilding.com 

Beautiful  Kitchen Showroom!
The Best Home Improvement Value! 

Come Visit us Today to See all of our Kitchen Selections!

KraftMaid 
Has more than 40 years experience 
building quality, customized cabinetry

Medallion
Builds beautiful and functional crafted 
cabinets inspired by and personalized 

for your lifestyle

182 Pleasant St. | Ludlow, VT | (802) 228-4665

Jeff Schneider | jschneider@lavalleys.com

Come visit our

SPRING IS COMING, BOOK EARLY FOR YOUR 
PUMPING & PORTABLE TOILET NEEDS 

BEFORE YOUR SUMMER BBQ

BEST 
SEPTIC SERVICE

 COMPLETE SEPTIC SYSTEM MANAGEMENT 
         It’s Tough to Beat the Best

Tank Locating - Pumping - Inspections
Repairs - Jetting - Snaking

Portable Toilets - Handwashing Stations
Restaurant Grease Traps

802-463-9444
Westminster, VT • www.bestsepticvt.net

You Need It ... We Have It

Check out our 
Products for 
your projects

802-463-4140  |  Online Service: 855-828-9792
20 Village Square, Bellows Falls, VT

Jerry Farnum, Agent
802-885-2939
jerry.farnum.e1ar@statefarm.com
13 Clinton St. Springfield, VT

Thank you for your loyalty. We appreciate you. 

HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

Your Home Loan Lender of Choice

WHERE
YOU
LIVE

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. ©2022 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649
 Equal Housing Lender. PrimeLending VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964MB V010918. 

Purchase Refinance Renovation

Victoria Blodgett
NMLS# 179656 | Senior Loan Officer

802-975-0350 vblodget@primelending.com

www.vbprimelending.com

126 Main St #1C
   Ludlow, VT 05149

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners
Box 390, 56 Depot St. • Charlestown, NH 03603

Tel: 603-826-3251 • Fax: 603-826-5336
Open 7 Days a Week

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

SPRING LAWN & GARDEN NEEDS
LUMBER, BUILDING MATERIALS, HARDWARE, TOOLS

PAINT SHOP & SUPPLIES

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, VT 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business
Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

BK SKIDDING LOGGING 
AND EXCAVATING

Logging, Burning Brush, Culvert Repair, 
Stump Removal, Lot Clearing

OWNER/OPERATOR 
BRIEN 

CELL 802-376-9751

74 Logan Drive 
Chester, VT 
OFFICE 802-875-1837
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HOME & GARDEN
CHESTER, Vt. – With 

a steadfast commitment 
to preserving the natural 
beauty of our town, vol-
unteers are eagerly pre-
paring for another im-
pactful Green Up Day on 
Saturday, May 4. Join us 
by picking up your free 
Green Up supplies and 
dedicating an hour or 
two to cleaning up litter 
around town. Your ef-
forts make a significant 
difference, and contrib-
ute to the sense of pride 
in our community.
  The organizers of 

Chester’s Green Up Day, 
Frank Kelley and Car-
rie King, extend their 
heartfelt appreciation to 
all volunteers for their 
unwavering support and 
dedication to this com-
munity-driven initiative. 
Their tireless efforts sig-
nificantly enhance the 
aesthetic appeal of our 
surroundings, leaving a 
lasting positive impact.
   Residents can col-

lect Green Up bags from 

various locations, includ-
ing the Whiting Library, 
Chester Hardware, R.B. Er-
skines, and Chester Town 
Hall. Sign-up sheets will 
be available at the Whit-
ing Library, aiming to as-
sist Green Up Vermont in 
setting a new volunteer 
participation record. A 
designated Green Up Day 
dumpster will be stationed 
at the town garage from 
May 3-8, for the disposal 
of filled Green Up bags. 
Please place tires beside the 
dumpster.
   Participants are remind-

ed to wear bright attire, 
bring a companion, adhere 
to Covid safety protocols, 
and remain vigilant against 
sharp objects and ticks.
  Additionally, volunteers 

are encouraged to visit the 

Seed Sowing Station at the 
Whiting Library on Green 
Up Day, to sow seeds as a 
token of appreciation. At-
tendees can also explore 
the Seed Library, generous-
ly sponsored by the Whit-
ing Library.
  The Green Up Mentor 

Program offers local high 
school students an oppor-
tunity to earn community 
service hours while actively 
contributing to the Green 
Up initiative. Interested 
students are encouraged to 
seize this chance to make 
a meaningful difference in 
our community.
  For further information, 

visit www.greenupver-
mont.org, or contact Frank 
Kelley via email at fjm-
kelley@gmail.com, or by 
phone at 802-289-1540.

CAVENDISH, Vt. – Join 
the Town of Cavendish 
Recreation Department 
and the Cavendish Com-
munity and Conservation 
Association on Saturday, 
May 4, for Green Up Day. 
Let’s pitch in and help clean 
up all of the Cavendish 
roads. Volunteers can pick 
up bags any time at the 
town office from now until 
May 4. 
  You can always do your 

own clean up ahead of 
Green Up Day, or meet on 

the Proctorsville Green 
on Saturday, May 4, from 
9-10 a.m. You will receive 
a road assignment if you 
don’t already have one, and 
you will be given collection 
bags and instructions, then 
start cleaning. Meet back 
on the Proctorsville Green 
between 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
for sandwiches, salads, and 
drinks.
  If you can’t make it on 

May 4, the whole month 
is Green Up May, and you 
can walk your road picking 

up trash on any day of 
the month.
  And remember these 

safety tips: tie your bags 
and bring them to the 
transfer station, or to 
the Cavendish Green 
on Green Up Day; work 
your road facing traffic, 
up one side and down the 
other; wear long pants 
and check for ticks; if 
you see a needle or sharp 
material, find an adult, 
put it in a thick, sturdy 
container, and place the 
container in the regular 
trash; to claim a road 
you can clean, go to the 
Cavendish Community 
and Conservation Asso-
ciation Facebook page, 
or claim your road at the 
Cavendish Town Office, 
138 High Street in Cav-
endish. 
  For more informa-

tion, check www.caven-
dishccca.org. You can 
also call Stephanie at 
802-384-0205, or email 
Bonnie at bdayaemig@
gmail.com.

ANDOVER, Vt. – The 
snow is finally melting 
from the roadsides, reveal-
ing a lot of litter. As in the 
past, Andover volunteers 
are encouraged to rid the 
roadsides of trash, and 
also to give our cemeteries 
and town grounds a spring 
clean up.
  Join us to make our 

neighborhood shine. It 
takes all of us lending a 
hand to keep our commu-
nity healthy and clean. Pick 
up trash bags on Green Up 
Day at the town hall, start-
ing at 9 a.m., and grab a 
coffee or water. To get a 

head start, volunteers may 
obtain bags from the town 
office. Green Up trash can 
be placed in the dumpster 
in front of the town garage.   
  At noon, we will gather 

at the town hall to celebrate 
our hard work, and to enjoy 
a potluck picnic. Hotdogs 
and soft drinks will be pro-
vided. Volunteers are asked 
to bring a side dish, if pos-
sible.
  Please let us know if you 

have a road you would like 
to reserve by contacting 
Deb Moser, Green Up co-
ordinator, at dmoser6468@
gmail.com. 

Chester Green Up DayCavendish Green Up Day

Andover Green 
Up Day

REGION – Spring has ar-
rived, and it’s the perfect 
time for some cleaning. The 
Vermont Department of En-
vironmental Conservation 
(DEC) encourages residents 
to properly dispose of or re-
cycle unwanted household 
items.
  DEC Commissioner Jason 

Batchelder urges homeown-
ers “to keep hazardous and 
recyclable materials out of 
the trash. Proper disposal 
not only protects our com-
munities, but also reduces 
the risks associated with 
harmful chemicals and po-
tential battery fires.”

  Unwanted items like old 
TVs, leftover fluorescent 
light bulbs, mercury thermo-
stats, leftover paint, and ex-
pired batteries can be taken 
to free special recycling lo-
cations across the state. Visit 
www.vtrecycles.com and 
click on the orange “Special 
Recycling” symbol to find a 
collection location near you.
  Responsibly disposing 

of household hazardous 
waste (HHW) – including 
any household, automotive, 
lawn, or garden products la-
beled “caution, toxic, danger, 
hazard, warning, poisonous, 
reactive, corrosive, or flam-
mable” – is an important 
step in personal and public 
safety. Residents can bring 
HHW to collection events 
or HHW facilities. Learn 
about local collections from 
your waste district or town’s 
website at www.802recycles.
com.
  For other spring cleaning 

questions, visit www.dec.
vermont.gov/waste-manage-
ment/solid/materials-mgmt, 
which explains how to get rid 
of items like tires, scrap met-
al, medications, and more. 
  Learn more at www.

vtrecycles.com, or call 802-
828-1138. If Mia Roethlein 
is not available at 802-522-
5926 or Mia.Roethlein@Ver-
mont.gov, contact Anne Bi-
jur at 802-522-5783 or Anne.
Bijur@Vermont.gov.

Spring cleaning
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