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Chester 2024 Town

Meeting

BY NICK GIBERTI

The Vermont Journal

CHESTER, Vt. - The
2024 Chester Town Meet-
ing began with residents
hearing from Sen. Alison
Clarkson and Rep. Heath-
er Chase, both of whom
represent Chester in the
Vermont State Senate and
House of Representatives,
respectively. Clarkson and
Chase outlined the legisla-
tive priorities for this year’s
legislative session, touching
on familiar subjects such
as housing, property taxes,
and the affordability of liv-
ing in Vermont. This was to
be Chase’s last meeting as a
member of the Chester Se-
lectboard, on which she had
served for nine years, as she
was not seeking reelection.

Articles 1-4 were voted
on by Australian ballot on
Tuesday, March 5, so voting
at Monday’s Town Meeting
began with Article 5, the
general fund budget. Ches-
ter resident Jurene Slivinsky
questioned the proposed
7% increase, saying that
when she and her husband
had decided to retire to Ver-
mont from Connecticut,
property taxes in Vermont
were substantially lower.
Since then, Vermont’s taxes
have superseded those of
Connecticut, and are con-
tinuing to increase. Slivin-
sky also felt that the per-
centage increase “should
be on the ballot,” referring
to the fact that only a raw
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budget number, and not the
proposed change from the
previous year, is shown on
the Town Meeting warning.

Town manager Julie
Hance presented the town’s
budget proposal, totaling
$3,985,784, to those gath-
ered, going over details of
each town department and
any projects, hires, or other
changes which would cause
their budgets to increase.
Hance also noted that ma-
terial costs are increasing
across the board, affect-
ing municipal budgets as
well as household budgets.
“We really tried our best to
keep this budget as low as
possible,” Hance said, add-
ing that, “If we are keeping
services in Chester at what
they are now, this is what it
takes.”

When taken to a vote, Ar-
ticle 5 passed, with several
audible “nay” votes.

Articles 6-17, largely con-
tributing funding to local
organizations that provide
various services to residents
of Chester and surrounding
towns, passed with minimal
discussion.

Article 18, the final ar-
ticle on the warning, did
generate some interest, as
it proposed to “authorize
an annual community ap-
propriation of $4,070 to
endorse the Mountain
Town Connector, a service
providing free transporta-
tion to residents of Chester”
Nicole Wengerd, executive
director of Neighborhood

Connections in Lon-
donderry, was present,
and answered several
questions about the ser-
vice. Wengerd explained
that the Mountain Town
Connector had, for the
last three years, been re-
ceiving pilot grant fund-
ing, which was about to
expire. Wengerd hoped
to continue to operate
the service through mu-
nicipal funding provided
by the towns the Connec-
tor serves. The Moun-
tain Town Connector,
Wengerd explained, pro-
vides rides to those who
need, for any reason, to
be driven somewhere,
prioritizing medical ap-
pointments. Chester, she
said, made up 15% of the
1,500 rides the service
provided in 2023, second
only to Londonderry,
which accounted for
60%. Of those rides in
Chester, 45% were rides
for medical appoint-
ments. There is no in-
come or age criteria, and
drivers will stay with rid-
ers “door through door,
even taking them to
multiple consecutive ap-
pointments, errands, or
other stops.

When put to a vote,
Article 18 passed, and
shortly thereafter, the
meeting was adjourned.
Results of Tuesday’s bal-
lot articles will be posted
in next week’s edition of
The Vermont Journal.
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Plymouth 2024 Town

Meeting

BY SHAWNTAE WEBB

The Vermont Journal

PLYMOUTH, Vt. - The
Plymouth Town Infor-
mational Meeting was
held Monday, March 4.
Voting by Australian bal-
lot took place Tuesday,
March 5, from 10 am. -7
p.m., on Article 1 to elect
town officers for the en-
suing years, including
moderator,  selectboard
member, lister, trustee of
public funds, cemetery
commissioner, and con-
stables. The remaining ar-
ticles were voted from the
floor at the informational
meeting.

Article 2, to allocate
funds in the amount of
$13,491 to a number
of human services, was
passed.

Article 3 was to see if
the voters would raise
$1,621,159 in taxes to pay
the town’s estimated ex-
penses of $1,913,409. Se-
lectboard Chair Jay Kull-
man made a presentation
on the budget.

The general fund for
the town has a balance
of $982,298. Regular ex-
penses, at almost $1 mil-
lion, included the build-
ing renovation fund,
building  maintenance,
the town’s reappraisal, of-
fice and highway equip-
ment, and more. The
town needed to replace a
damaged truck after a re-
cent accident, and there

Cavendish 2024 Town Meeting

BY LORIEN STRANGE

The Vermont Journal

CAVENDISH, Vt. - At
the 2024 Cavendish Town
Meeting, voters discussed
concerns on the budget,
the approval of a proposed
cannabis retail facility, and
the merits and drawbacks
of voting on all future Town
Meeting articles and pub-
lic questions by Australian
ballot. All articles were vot-
ed on by Australian ballot
the following day.

Before discussions of ar-
ticles began, State Rep. John
Arrison (Democrat, Wind-
sor-2) and State Senator Al-
ison Clarkson (Democrat,
Windsor) updated voters
on issues they are work-
ing on in their respective
chambers.

The first two articles
passed with no discussion,
before arriving at the budget
article. Wendy Reiger, who
previously spoke at a Cav-
endish Selectboard meeting
about her experiences with
the Ludlow Ambulance
Service, again expressed
her concerns with Caven-
dish contracting an ambu-
lance service that refuses to
take residents to any other
hospital but Springtield
Hospital, even though she
says they should consider
that for her and many other
residents, nearby Mount
Ascutney Regional Hospi-
tal is the “closest appropri-
ate” hospital. Reiger said
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that many other Cavendish
residents had reached out
to her in support after she
spoke to the selectboard, so
she would like to establish
“some sort of committee fo-
rum or group of citizens” to
discuss the issue and bring
it to the attention of the leg-
islature. Interested citizens
can contact Reiger or leave
their names at the Caven-
dish Town Office.

Several people asked the
selectboard about budget
lines related to road repair.
Cavendish resident Ann
Cooper asked the select-
board how many miles of
road the extra resurfacing
line in the budget would
cover. Town manager Rich-
ard Chambers said that,
depending on the road and
the contractor, it would
cover one-third to one-
half mile of road. “We saw
this as a starting point,” he
explained, and the town
would need additional
funds to do any more than
that. Another concerned
citizen asked a similar ques-
tion about the gravel line.
Chambers said that the fig-
ure in the budget was based
on the town crushing some
of its own gravel and using
the town road crew. “They
work pretty hard” Cham-
bers said of the road crew.
“They do work hard, but it’s
a limited group,” returned
the citizen. “If we start to
slip, what is our backup
plan?” Chambers confessed
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they had none, but said that
some of the gravel would
be put aside for mud sea-
son repairs. Martha Mott of
Twenty Mile Stream Road
asked the selectboard if the
town had a timeline for pre-
viously-hinted paving of all
town roads. Chambers said
he was not sure when the
town would get around to
back roads repair, and that
paving would be a gradual
process when it began. Se-
lectboard member George
Timko added that when the
town gets paving money,
they usually alternate be-
tween Twenty Mile Stream
and Tarbell Hill, and since
Tarbell Hill was done most
recently, —Twenty Mile
Stream should be next.

The next article dis-
cussed was whether the
town should allow the op-
eration of cannabis retail-
ers in town, as requested
by Daniel Singleton. Sandra
Rousseau expressed frus-
tration at the lack of discus-
sion opportunities the town
had provided for this issue,
citing Ludlow’s many active
meetings when they had
considered a similar deci-
sion. She asked the select-
board if Cavendish, as a no-
zoning town, would have
any choice over the number
or location of retailers once
voters had allowed their
operation. Chambers said
the town would be unable
to make special ordinances
for cannabis retailers, and
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that the number of licens-
es distributed in the town
would be determined by
the Division of Liquor Con-
trol. Rousseau also asked if
there was a difference be-
tween the terms “retailer”
and “dispensary;” given that
the Town Meeting article
had used the former. Sen.
Clarkson responded that
dispensaries are for medical
cannabis, and that retailers
sell recreational cannabis.

Next, the town discussed
the Australian ballot issue.
Mike Ripley, the modera-
tor, noted that before Co-
vid had made the use of
Australian ballot necessary
and the town had voted to
continue the practice for
the last several years, Town
Meeting had been a much
more lively event, as vot-
ers proposed and voted on
amendments. Resident Stu-
art Lindberg echoed his re-
marks, saying he had always
been taught the importance
of traditional Town Meet-
ing, and that the practice
should be “flowing in peo-
ple’s veins here...the best
democracy is a local de-
mocracy. Reiger expressed
strong support for his senti-
ments. Peter LaBelle added
that, “Once you give Town
Meeting up, it’s hard to get
it back...making every-
thing by Australian ballot
is the death knell for Town
Meeting”

Town clerk Diane Mc-
Namara pointed out that

was an additional $2 million
in unexpected flood dam-
age expenses. Kullman ex-
plained the town used actual
cash from general funds for
what they could, and bor-
rowed money at a low rate
of 1.3% to keep cash flow
and for other expenditures.
As the town is reimbursed
from the state and FEMA,
the funds will go back to the
accounts that were borrowed
from, and general accounts
will start to be replenished.
“We're really grateful we had
reserve fund balances,” Kull-
man said.

Margo Marrone asked if
the selectboard could have
a discussion on town bud-
gets at a regular meeting
prior to Town Meeting next
year, so there is more time
for questions. Carol Good-
win voiced her concern that
taxes are going up by almost
30%, “that’s enormous,” she
said, asking where the town
might be able to pull back.
“You guys have done a spec-
tacular job, Goodwin con-
tinued, “but I'm terrified”

Kullman explained they try
to keep operating expenses
tight. “We tend to over bud-
get and under spend,” Kull-
man said, and that money
doesn’t go away; whatever
isn't spent goes back into the
general fund, and reserve ac-
counts continue to grow for
unexpected expenses.

Selectboard member
Keith Cappellini added that
if you look at their everyday
budget, the cost of general

services, such as equipment
maintenance and repairs,
has gone up by about 20%.
The town isn't doing any-
thing different, “it’s just the
cost of inflation”

Rick Martin, owner of the
Plymouth Country Store
and Chloe’s Market, thanked
the town for welcoming
him, and said business is
“booming” He’s looking to
make Plymouth his primary
residence, but added that if
taxes continue to g0 up, he
would not be able to stay in
business. His employees are
having trouble finding hous-
ing, can't afford the taxes,
and he'll end up losing em-
ployees as they can't stay in
town. “You've got to get this
tax rate down...it’s going to
kill people”

Kullman sympathized,
adding that he does not want
to have to borrow again.
They borrowed for the town
building, and noted they
need a grader soon, and Kull-
man doesn’t want to have to
borrow for that or any other
upcoming or unexpected ex-
penses. A homeowner with a
value of $300,000 would no-
tice around a $75 increase,
he stated.

Goodwin then made a
motion to amend Article
3 to reduce the budget by
$100,000. Five voters were
in favor, with a majority of
the room voting opposed to
the amendment. Article 3
then passed to raise

See PLYMOUTH on Page 2

voting by Australian bal-
lot is much more acces-
sible than floor voting.
Without Australian ballot,
there is no absentee bal-
lot, no early voting, and
having Town Meeting on
a weekday evening makes
it difficult for people with
school-age children and
older folks who don’t like
driving at night to attend.
She noted that there were
38 people present at Town
Meeting that night (not
counting Zoom attendees,
as they would not be able to
participate in floor voting),
but voter turnout with Aus-
tralian ballot was 200-300
people.

Rep. Arrison agreed that
moving Town Meeting to
a weekend day would be a
good compromise, allowing
the town to keep the tradi-
tion of floor voting that he
personally supported, and
making it more accessible.
Jen Leak, who is the select-
board’s recording secretary,
emphasized the accessibil-
ity issue. “The most impor-

tant thing in a democracy
is having a voice,” she said,
“and it matters less how you
have that voice...holding
onto Town Meeting just be-
cause you've always done it
that way isn't democratic”
Selectboard member Dave
Norton expressed support
for these sentiments.

Despite differences of
opinion, there was general
interest in moving future
Town Meeting dates to a
Saturday. This would have
to be determined at a future
Town Meeting, or at a spe-
cial meeting.

As the meeting ended,
Tim Calabrese reminded
residents that the planning
commision will be hosting
a question and answer ses-
sion for the new Draft Sub-
division Regulations, which
are available on the town
website. This will be on
April 24, at a location yet to
be determined.

Voting results will be
posted in next weeK’s edi-
tion of The Vermont Jour-
nal.

Online presidential
primary results

REGION - Unofficial presidential primary results
are reported to the secretary of state by Vermont cities
and towns after polls close on the evening of Tuesday,
March 5, and posted on the secretary of state’s website,
electionresults.vermont.gov. Results will be unofficial
until the canvassing committee meets to certify the re-

sults on March 12.

The deadline for all content is Friday at 12 p.m.
for the following Wednesday publication.
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Grafton Village Cheese
retail store moves to

Okemo Valley

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. -
The Grafton Village Cheese
Company (GVCC), a sub-
sidiary of The Windham
Foundation, announces
the move of its retail store
and cut and wrap opera-
tion from Brattleboro to the
Okemo Valley. A longtime
fixture at 400 Linden Street
in Brattleboro, GVCC lost
its lease when the building
was sold to Retreat Farm in
late 2022.

GVCC found it challeng-
ingtofindanadequate space
for both the retail store and

the cut and wrap operation
around Brattleboro, hence
the move. GVCC does not
rule out a return to Brattle-
boro, but for now, the focus
is on getting established in
their new location on Route
103, just east of downtown
Ludlow.

Grafton Village Cheese
CEO Curt Alpeter also
expressed his apprecia-
tion for the loyal following
that store manager Sherry
DiBernardo and her cheese
monger team have built in
Brattleboro.

The new retail store
location is 2568 Ver-
mont Route 103, Proc-
torsville. The company
plans a soft opening at its
new location on March
9, from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Regular operations will
continue seven days a
week, 10 am. - 6 p.m.
Customers will find the
same great selection of
artisan cheeses, accom-
paniments, and gifts the
Brattleboro shop offered,
and as always, free cheese
tasting.

Okemo Valley Women’s
Club February meeting ——

LUDLOW, Vt. - The Feb-
ruary meeting of the Gen-
eral Federation of Women’s
Clubs Okemo Valley Wom-
ens Club (OVWC) was
held Monday, Feb. 12, at
the United Church of Lud-
low. We were lucky to have
two speakers for the meet-
ing: Susanna Gellert, exec-
utive artistic director of the
Weston Theater Company
in Weston, Vt.; and Kelly
Stettner, head and founder
of the Black River Action
Team (BRAT).

Gellert spoke first about
the history of the Weston
Playhouse and Walker
Farm. She noted that the
Playhouse began in the 60s,
after the existing church on
the site was rebuilt to ac-
commodate the plans for
a playhouse. It is currently
owned by a local nonprofit,
the Weston Community
Association, on behalf of
the Town of Weston. Due
to the flood in July of 2023,
the Playhouse is still of-
fline, and will be unusable
for the summer season. In-
stead, performances will be
held at Walker Farm. The
summer season should be
another exciting season of
nationally renowned per-

formances.

Next, the club heard from
Stettner about how BRAT
began, and their efforts in
the greater Springfield and
Ludlow areas. Kelly started
BRAT in 2000, in response
to seeing the poor state
of the Black River in the
Springfield area. She began
by cleaning trash and de-
bris from the Black River
watershed. The following
year, she repeated her ef-
forts with volunteers from
the local high school, and
had the water tested to find
iron in the soil sediment.
This began an annual river
clean up. After Hurricane
Irene, Stettner and BRAT
helped to clean up in the
Ludlow area, and, dur-
ing the flood of July 2023,
the BRAT team was in full
swing in Ludlow, and has
received state funding for
basin projects. Kelly has re-
cently become the new dis-
trict manager of the Ottau-
quechee Natural Resources
Conservation District, but
is still devoted to BRAT.

Following the two com-
pelling presentations, the
club held a business meet-
ing to review ongoing and
future projects. The annual
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Tree of Remembrance
project has raised over
$1,000 for club scholar-
ships and volunteer pro-
grams, and the recent
annual Bake and Appe-
tizer Sale held at Singel-
ton’s Store in Proctors-
ville was a huge success,
thanks to the generosity
of the community and
visitors to our area. Club
members brought dish
detergent and antibac-
terial wipes to donate
to Black River Good
Neighbor Services in an
ongoing project to do-
nate items not normally
available through that
resource.

The next meeting of
the OVWC will be held
Monday, March 11, at
6:30 p.m., at the United
Church of Ludlow, Vt.
Anyone wishing to at-
tend may contact Presi-
dent Penny Trick at 860-
305-6558, Membership
Chairwoman  Suzanne
Garvey at 802-236-4341,
or any member.

The Okemo Val-
ley Women’s Club is a
member of the General
Federation of Women’s
Clubs, an international
womens  organization
dedicated to community
improvement and en-
hancing the lives of oth-
ers through volunteer
service.
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Wantastiquet Rotary Club
assisting with Perry Lane

House

LONDONDERRY,

Vt. - Martha Dale and
Patty Eisenhaur, co-
chairs of the Moun-
tain Towns Hous-
ing Project (MTHP)
Steering Committee,
would like to thank
and acknowledge the
contribution of the
Wantastiquet Rotary
Club to the Bob Perry
Lane House. Their
help in providing all
of the appliances for
the home, in addi-
tion to other finan-
cial support, has been
instrumental in finish-
ing the project. Kara
Corlew and her family
moved into the com-
pleted home on March
1.

Martha stated, “This
has been a community
project from day one,
and we are so pleased to
be heading for the fin-
ish line. The contribu-
tion of the Wantastiquet
Rotary Club, along with
so many other busi-
nesses and construction
contractors in town, has
been simply amazing”
She concluded, “We
could not have complet-
ed this house without
the support of so many
individuals, organiza-
tions, foundations, state
agencies, local contrac-
tors, businesses, and
the Second Congrega-
tional Church, who ini-
tiated the project. They

understood the need for
workforce housing and
stepped up to the plate to
make it happen.”

MHTP is first and
foremost deeply grate-
ful to Don and Deb Ha-
zelton, who donated the
land for the project and
put countless hours into
managing and participat-
ing in the construction
process. Without their
leadership, this project
would not have gotten off
the ground. In addition,
MTHP is incredibly grate-
tul to almost 200 individ-
ual donors, organizations,
foundations, and busi-
nesses who have made a
gift in support of this proj-
ect. This includes local
contractors such as Hunt-
er Excavating, Homestead
Landscaping, Wadsworth
Design Build, Frost Wells
and Pumps, Record Con-
crete, Brown Enterprises,
Vermont Foam Insula-
tion, Marquise & Morano

Rotary Club members with the Corlew family inside the Bob
Perry Lane House.

PHOTO PROVIDED

LLC, Precision Plumbing
and Heating, Gary Barton,
Brown Dog Builders, LBL
Fabrications, and Weston
Island Logging, who have
contributed or pledged
services to help complete
the project. For a full list-
ing of our supporters,
please visit our website
at  www.mountaintowns-
housing.org.

The Mountain Towns
Housing  Project  has
reached its final fundrais-
ing goal for this house. If
you would like to make a
gift in support of our next
project, please make your
check payable to “Moun-
tain Towns Housing Proj-
ect, and mail it to P.O.
Box 538, Londonderry,
VT 05148. You can also
make a gift online by vis-
iting the website of the
Second  Congregational
Church at secure.myvan-
co.com/YGY2/home,
then select the “Mountain
Towns Housing Project.”
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$1,621,159 in taxes.

Article 4 was passed to
establish a bridge reserve
fund to be used to repair
and reconstruct bridges,
to be funded annually by
the remaining and un-
used balance of the annu-
al bridge repair account.
Tina Fletcher confirmed
with the board that would
also include converting
culverts to bridges.

Article 5 was to see if
voters would renew the
fixed salaries for the se-
lectboard members at
$600 annually. Karen Ev-
ans, justice of the peace,
made a motion to amend
the salaries to $1,000
each.

Michelle Pingree, lister,
made a motion to amend
the amendment to raise
each annual salary to
$1,600. “T will say the se-
lectboard go above and
beyond,” answering ques-
tions and solving prob-
lems. “We do not have a
town manager; Pingree
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stated, saying they each
do the work of more than
just a selectboard mem-
ber. She added that each
board member in Ludlow
gets $1,600, and their town
manager makes six figures.
“They are doing a great job
and should be compensated
for what they do,” Pingree
concluded.

Though it is a large in-
crease in salary, it won't
make a big difference to the
town budget, and the town
moderator Thomas Harris
ruled the motion as ger-
mane. The amended article
passed. Kullman thanked
the voters, “We appreciate
the sentiment and support”

Article 6, to exempt the
property owned by Bethany
Birches Camp Inc. from the
educational portion of prop-
erty taxes for the period of
five years produced some
discussion and concern.

Brandon Bergey, execu-
tive director of the camp,
said, “A yes vote would
mean no changes to your
tax bill” It works out to be
an extra $16 per $200,000
of property value. He add-
ed that the town reaps ad-
ditional benefits by giving
this tax exemption, includ-
ing discounts to Plymouth
residents on children’s pro-
grams and property rentals,
and free use of the property

for town events. “I don’t
know if that adds up to
$19,000 a year, but I think
it could...We do care about
affordability like the rest of
this room.” Bergey said if
taxes go up by 30%, “your
$16 is going to go up by
30%...I think”

By a very close margin,
Article 6 had to be voted
twice, and passed.

Article 7, to collect taxes
on Sept. 1, 2024, and Feb.
1, 2025, and Article 8, to
authorize the selectboard
to transact other legal busi-
ness, were passed.

Kullman then made a spe-
cial announcement thank-
ing Elaine Pauley for eight
years of service as clerk,
treasurer, tax collector, and
delinquent tax collector, and
for stepping in wherever she
was needed. He presented
her with a Vermont Public
Service Award signed by the
secretary of state.

Pauley thanked Kullman,
and said it was “a group ef-
fort of everyone in this
building”

Cappellini added, “Every-
one should thank Elaine on
their way out...the town lit-
erally wouldn’t run without
her here”

Voting results will be
printed in next weeK’s edi-
tion of The Vermont Jour-
nal.
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Good luck

BY RON PATCH

802-3740119
ronpatch27@gmail.com

The photo with this article
is a keyring good luck piece.
Many will remember these.
They were an inexpensive
giveaway for businesses in
the 1950s and 60s. Today it’s
refrigerator magnets.

They are made of alumi-
num, and made in the shape
of a horseshoe. The hole in
the center was made for a
penny. Speaking of pennies,
did you have pennies in
your loafers?

On the front: “KEEP
ME AND...HAVE GOOD
LUCK and in smaller let-
ters, “I BRING GOOD
LUCK” On the reverse:
“WILBERS SUPER MKT
CHESTER, VT. MON-FRI
9:00 A.M. - 9:00 PM. SUN
9:00 A.M. - 12:30 PM?”

The penny is dated 1967.

Wilber’s Market

What is Smitty’s Market
today was Wilber’s Market
in the 1960s. It was owned
by Bob Wilber. Bob ran a
competitive store, and hired

local kids to work. I was one
of those kids.

When back-to-school was
nearing, my parents would
order my back-to-school
clothes from the Sears and
Roebuck catalog. I remem-
ber standing as my father
measured my  inseam.
“Twenty-eight inches,” he
would say. Ma would say,
“He’s going to grow, so or-
der a 30-inch inseam.” This
was ok when I was young-
er, but as I looked forward
to going to Chester High
School in 1965, I was influ-
enced by friends” clothing.
I didn't have much to say
about what my parents or-
dered.

The summer of 65, I
went to work at Wilber.
I stocked shelves, bagged
groceries, and carried out
groceries for customers. I
remember learning to bag
groceries. I got very good
and fast at it. I learned to ro-
tate stock, and how to work
with others.

At that time Herbie Hart-
ford, Carol Stearns, Neil
Oakes, and Arminala Sev-

Grafton Fire
Department history ——

GRAFTON, Vt. - The
Grafton Fire Department
was formally established at
the March 4, 1924, Town
Meeting, 100 years ago
almost to the day of this
year’s Town Meeting. This
came about due to action
by the Grafton Improve-
ment Association, which
had appointed a commit-
tee the previous September
to organize a fire company.
Once approved by the vot-
ers, a dance was soon held
in the Town Hall, with the
cost of admission being
one pail to be used by the
new Grafton Volunteer
Fire Company. Why pails?
There was already a hand-
drawn and hand-operated
pumper for which water
was supplied by a classic
“bucket brigade,” which
lifelong resident Norris
Bragg recalled from his
younger days in a 1984 in-
terview.

Harry A. Farnsworth
was appointed as the first
fire chief in April, and
during the summer the
selectboard purchased the
Harley Leonard garage,
on what is now Kidder
Hill Road, to house the
old pumper along with
the new pails. A commit-
tee solicited donations of
funds, materials, and la-
bor to repair the building.
This pattern of community
support would be repeated
in future years as the fire
department relocated to
other buildings, including
the present firehouse.

The following year, in
November of 1925, it was
proposed that Grafton
should have a fire truck like
the one in Alstead, N.H,,
which had cost $3,500
(about $63,000 today).
However, it appears that
the only fire apparatus for
the next few years would
be the old hand pumper
and two large, hand-drawn
chemical extinguishers for
which the Women’s Com-
munity Club provided
funds. The first “modern”
fire engine was acquired
in 1933, when a 1926 Ca-
dillac touring car was pur-
chased for $100 and cut
back by the firefighters us-
ing hammers and chisels
so a pump, costing $600,
could be mounted on it to
create a fire engine. A suc-
tion hose was donated, and
additional hose was pur-
chased for $320, making
the total cost of the “new”
fire engine $1,020. As con-
tinues today, a lot of skilled
labor and sweat equity was
provided by the volunteer
firefighters to build Graf-
ton’s first motorized fire
engine, which was kept in
service until 1956.

In December of 1934, the
Grafton Firemen’s Associa-
tion was formed to provide
broader oversight of the
fire company by including
people from the commu-

nity, as well as firefighters,
amongst its membership.
This body, now known as
the Grafton Firefighters
Association, continues to-
day in its oversight role of
the fire department.

What today is known
as the “old firehouse” on
Main Street began in 1830
as the village school, later
becoming a tin shop and
funeral parlor, as well as
the home of the Grafton
Cornet Band, which was
housed on the second
floor, with the building
then known as the Band
Hall. In 1938 its owner,
John Butterworth Duncan,
deeded the building to the
town for it to become the
firehouse. It wasn't until
1951 that a purpose-built
1946 Dodge fire engine
would find a place in the
Main  Street firehouse
along side the old Cadillac.

In 1968, an International
engine was purchased, the
first truly new fire engine
the department was to
have, and in 1980, a re-
conditioned 1959 Mack
engine found its way into
the firehouse. By 1989 it
was time to replace the old
Mack, but it was impos-
sible to find a modern fire
engine that could fit into
the building. Estimates
were received to remodel
the structure, but even
then it would be just the
two bays with no running
water, no septic, and no of-
fice or storage space. Once
again, a community effort
to raise funds to help the
fire department was initi-
ated. This time it was to
build a new firehouse, and
was ironically spearheaded
by a man named Mack.
Fire Chief Stan Mack led
a successful fundraising
campaign, resulting in the
present firehouse on Route
121, just east of the village,
being constructed in 1992.
The new firehouse was
also large enough to house
the Grafton FAST-Rescue

erance worked there. Armi-
nala was called “Gram” by
all of us. She made grinders
and such like Bonnie does
today. I don’t remember the
meat cutter, maybe Wilber.

Working at Wilber’s when
I was 14 was my first job
where taxes were withheld.
I worked all summer and
saved my money. When it
came time to buy school
clothes, I bought my own.
For the first time I had
new clothes that I liked. At
the time, teenagers like me
liked the blue work shirts.
Do you remember them?
With a dark blue sweat-
shirt, the collar of the work
shirt came out over the
sweatshirt, classy. I bought
clothes at Paul’s Economy in
Springfield, and Rockdale’s
in Bellows Falls. No more
Sears for me.

John Butler

I remember John Butler
coming in. One time he car-
ried out two bags of grocer-
ies. John was an odd duck.
When he got to his Sub-
urban, he set the bags on
the hood to open the rear

Squad.
Several years later,
community  fundrais-

ing was again the focus
of the fire department
when donations and
grants helped the de-
partment purchase its
first purpose-built fire
engine since 1968: a
1999 Freightliner Amer-
ican LaFrance four-
wheel-drive, 1,250-gal-
lons-per-minute engine/
pumper. This was fol-
lowed in 2002 with
acquisition of a new
Freightliner ~American
LaFrance ladder. The
75-foot ladder unit itself
was a refurbished one
previously used by the
St. Louis, Mo., Fire De-
partment.

Aside from the is-
sues of equipment and
where to house it, com-
munication has always
been a challenge. For a
number of years, fire-
fighters were alerted by
the sounding of an air
horn whistle mounted
on the roof of the fire-
house. A combination
of short and long blasts
would indicate the loca-
tion of the fire. In 1972,
an allocation was made
at Town Meeting for
the purchase of a two-
way radio so Grafton
would no longer be the
only fire department in
the region without this
means of communica-
tion. For many years, a

Wilber’s Good Luck piece, back.
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door. Picking up both bags
he went to put them in the
truck, but the door closed
on him before he got the
groceries in. Puzzled, John
put the bags back on the
hood to open the rear door
again.

Once again the door
closed. John stood there
thinking. Eventually he
picked up one bag and
opened the door with his
other hand. That worked.
Do you remember the hood
ornament John had? It was
a chrome figure of a horse.

One rainy day he went to
the Country Girl. When he
got out of his truck, he put a
wooden box over the horse
hood ornament.

Back to Wilber’s

One memory has stayed
with me all these years. It
was a slow Sunday. Bob
asked me to clean out the
meat case. The meat case
stood where it is today. I
took out all of the meats,
hamburg, pork chops, etc.
Under the trays of meat
were sheets of white paper.
These I removed. Under

e ¥ i =
Wilber’s Good Luck piece, front.
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the papers were wire racks.
These were similar to the
wire racks in old refrigera-
tors. These I removed.

Down in the bottom of
the meat case were all kinds
of disgustings. Not know-
ing what to do, I asked Bob
what he wanted me to do
with them. “Throw them in
the sausage barrel”

This week’s old saying is
from my father. “There is
only one thing you can give
and still keep, and that’s
your word.”

Plymouth Historical
Society annual report —

PLYMOUTH, Vt. - The
Plymouth, Vt., Histori-
cal Society is at present
working on digitizing
our collection of photos,
maps, and artifacts, to
increase exposure to our
varied and colorful past,
as well as to promote in-
terest in preserving our
history. Unforeseen de-
lays such as floods, road
construction, and Covid
have greatly affected our
activities, but this year
has seen a resurgence of
activity.

We presented a very
successful program on
the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps (CCC), filling
the Community Cen-
ter Activity Room. Our
speaker was an author
and historian who gave
us a whole new view of
the extent of the CCC,
not just in our commu-
nity, but throughout New
England.

We are hoping, with
funding from our resi-
dents through an appro-
priation from the town,
to continue to bring pro-
grams to our community,
not just of a historical na-
ture, but also of pertinent
information in areas of
current concern and in-
terest. We also plan to of-
fer genealogy assistance
once a month for anyone
wishing to delve into
their family history, and
plan to be open on a con-
sistent basis on Sunday
afternoons and whenever

See HISTORY on Page 4 there is another activity
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at the community center.
The Eliza Johnson Ward
Memory Garden is main-
tained by the historical
society, and  welcomes
new bricks inscribed with
names of loved ones who
have passed on. Bricks can
be purchased through the
historical society. Forms
are available upon request.
Contact midgetucker@
gmail for more information.
Membership to the so-
ciety is on a calendar-year
basis, with a nominal mem-
bership fee. We are always

looking for assistance in all
aspects of maintaining our
town’s history.

Our annual meeting will
be held on Sunday, March
10, at 2 p.m., at the Plym-
outh Community Center.
We welcome all current
members and anyone inter-
ested in joining the society.

On Sunday, March 17,
from 2-4 p.m., we will be
holding a help session on
genealogy. Please bring any
information that you have
regarding your family his-
tory.

%' §B HUNTLEY

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Getting a second opinion on your

financial future may:
« Lower your investment fees
« Improve your performance
« Help you understand your investments and risk
» Make sure you don’t outlive your money

Call us today to set up a no risk private consultation.
Isn’t your peace of mind worth the time?

802-228-5774

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Member FINRA/SIPC
Securities offered exclusively through Ameri

ican Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.

DISCOUNTS T0

FIRST RESPONDERS
EDUCATORS
VETERANS .

LOYALTY WEDNESDAYS
10% OFF

25 Depot Ave, Windsor, VT
depotshopvt.com

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
For use by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP
THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREAST-
FEEDING. Possession or use of cannabis may carry significant legal penalties in some juris-
dictions and under federal law. It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont.
The effects of edible cannabis may be delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be
habit forming and can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years
and younger may be more likely to experience harm to the developing brain. It is against
the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. National
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Dear Editor,

Representatives Heather
Chase (who represents
Athens, Chester, Graf-
ton, and Windham) and
Emma Mulvaney-Stanak
of Burlington have intro-
duced a bill to amend an
existing “school branding”
law. That law prohibits,
among other things, the
use of symbols that refer to
the race of any group. The
amendment would allow
the agency of education to
hold back funding if school
districts don’t abide by the
law. In other words, do as
we say or we'll punish you,

big time.

Until recently, Green
Mountain  Union High
School in Chester had as
its mascot “The Green
Mountain Chieftains,”
which included the image
of a Native American in a
feathered headdress. The
school branding law de-
fined the name and image
to be “discriminatory” to
Native Americans.

That’s one interpretation,
but it’s a narrow, and nega-
tive interpretation. The
word “chieftain” is Anglo-
Saxon in origin, means a
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Brendan McNamara

Mountain High School
brand was used by some
of the tribes of the Great
Plains to represent lead-
ership, courage, and
bravery. Each feather in
the headdress stood for a
particular act of bravery.

REGION - Southeast
Vermont Transit (SEVT,
aka The MOOver) wel-

The proposed amend- comed Brendan McNa-
ment to the “school mara to its board of di-
branding” law would rectors on Feb. 20.
allow the Vermont McNamara is the Lud-

Agency of Education
to withhold funds from
any school district that
doesn't accept whatever
interpretation of dis-
crimination is dominant

low municipal manager
for the past year. Prior
to that, he was town
manager in Cavendish
for seven years. He lives
in Cavendish, and is a

joins MOOver board —

Brendan McNamara
Municipal Manager
Ludlow, Vermont
'A Better Place to Live, Work & Play

in Montpelier at the mo-
ment. This amounts to
state censorship and is

ruler or military leader,
and is not particular to
Native Americans. Feath-

ered headdresses have wrong.

been used in a number of

cultures to denote high  Sincerely,

standing. The feathered  Anna Vesely Pilette

“war bonnet” in the Green  Grafton, Vt.
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“It's been through the addition
of MAPLE that we have been
able to get the kids to talk.”
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To learn more about Paws With A Cause and to find out
how you help, just download this app and watch the
story come to life!

GET ZAPPAR

ZAP THE CODE
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Provided as a community service by this civic minded publication
in conjunction with the Association of Community Publishers
and Community Papers of Michigan

*Vermont

member of the Proctors-
ville Fire Department.
He has served on numer-
ous boards, including the
Cavendish Selectboard,
the Vermont Athletic Di-
rectors Association, and
the Southern Windsor
Solid Waste District.

The MOOver Board is
comprised of President
Seth Boyd (Stratton),
Vice President Jason
Rasmussen (Mount As-

cutney Regional Planning
Commission),  Secretary
Joel Bluming (Town of Ja-
maica), Treasurer Randy
Capitani (Town of Dover),
Chris Company (Windham
Regional Commission), Sue
Fillion (Town of Brattle-
boro), and Dan Thoemke
(Vail Resorts). Board meet-

Brendan McNamara joins MOOver board.

PHOTO PROVIDED

ings are the third Wednes-
day of the month, at 10
a.m., and can be attended
online at www.moover.
com/meeting-minutes.

The MOOver began ser-
vice in 1996, and serves 34
towns in Windham and
southern Windsor Coun-
ties.

“Vermont Raptors” at OLLI

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Mike Clough, director
of the Southern Vermont
Natural History Mu-
seum, will present “Ver-
mont Raptors” for the
Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute (OLLI) group
on March 12, at 2 p.m., at
the Nolin Murray Center,
next to St. Mary’s Church
on Pleasant Street in
Springfield.

The program is co-
sponsored by the Ascut-
ney Mountain Audubon
Society.

Clough will present
the life history of some of
our local raptors, as we
examine rehabilitated,
non-releasable birds who
serve as education am-
bassadors, to acquaint us
with some of the impor-
tant predators that help
maintain nature’s ecolog-
ical balance. With these
examples of live owls and
hawks, he will give the
audience the experience
of observing up close the
specific amazing adapta-
tions of these magnifi-
cent birds of prey.

Sponsored by the Uni-

Mike Clough with a hawk.

PHOTO PROVIDED

versity of Vermont, OLLI
is run by local volunteer
members, and is geared
mainly towards seniors
who are 50 years of age and
older, who enjoy learning
for the fun of it. Anyone
who would be interested
in this type of program,
regardless of their age, is
welcome. The programs are
held Tuesday afternoons,
at 2 p.m., and last about an
hour and a half.

There is a membership
fee. Non-members are wel-
come and encouraged to
attend individual programs
for an individual program

fee.

Preregistration
is highly recom-
mended. We can
no longer take any
payments onsite at
the door. If you do
attend and have not
pre-registered, we
will welcome you,
and provide an easy
form for you to
take to send in pay-
ment or pay online
after the program.

Registration can
easily be done on-
line with a credit card by
going to wwwlearn.uvm.
edu/olli/springfield. ~ You
may also register over the
phone with your credit card
by calling the UVM Non-
Credit Registration Office
at  802-656-8407 during
regular business hours, or
emailing noncredit@uvm.
edu. The full semester
program descriptions and
dates can be referenced at
the above registration web-
site address.

The following program,
on March 26, will be “Justin
Morgan’s Horse: Making an
American Myth?”

HISTORY

From Page 3

telephone tree was in use,
and in 1977 a new siren was
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mounted on the firehouse
roof. The siren still alerts
firefighters and the com-
munity to major incidents.
By 1983, the fire department
was dispatched through the
regional Mutual Aid Sys-
tem based in Keene, N.H.
Today’s firefighters are still
dispatched through Mutual
Aid.

One constant that has ex-
isted throughout these past
100 years is the support pro-

by the community. Organi-
zations, Town Meeting, and
many individuals, particu-
larly those who have served
as firefighters and associa-
tion members, have created
and maintained the Grafton
Fire Department from 1924-
2024. It is this commitment
to and by the community
that will carry the volunteer
fire department in Grafton
into the next 100 years.

vided to the fire department Written by Dave Ross.
45 TAYLOR HILL FULLY INSURED
ATHENS, VT 05143 FREE ESTIMATES
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CHURCH SERVICES

Douglas ]. Boyd, 1953-2024

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -

Virginia Wimberg, 1945-2024

WEATHERSFIELD, Vt. -

Bernard N. Carey Jr., 1931-2024

grandchildren; and one SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -

Doug Boyd, 70, passed
away at Albany Medical
Center on Feb. 25, 2024.
Doug was born Nov. 5,
1953, in Bellows Falls, Vt.,
to Marilyn (Boyd) Simonds.
He worked as a plumber,
then at the Putney Paper
Mill, and Green Mountain
Flagging. He loved motor-
cycles, his dogs, and his
family. Doug is survived
by his mother Marilyn Si-
monds of Saxtons River,
Vt.; his uncle James “Jim”
Boyd; his four siblings; nu-
merous nieces and neph-
ews; his children Heather
Waters, Jason Boyd, Corey
Boyd, and Echo Kesek; nine

great-grandchild. Doug is
predeceased by his mater-
nal grandparents Maxine
(Tutle) Fletcher and Lyman
Fletcher, his sister Mary Ev-
ans, and his longtime girl-
friend Suzy Wright.

There will be a memo-
rial service on March 23,
at 11 a.m., at the Fenton
and Hennessey Funeral
Home, 55 Westminster
Street in Bellows Falls, Vt.
A burial will take place at a
later date in Houghtonville
Cemetery. Arrangements
are entrusted to the care of
the Fenton and Hennessey
Funeral Home in Bellows
Falls, Vit.

Brownsville Community United Methodist Church, 66

Brownsville-Harland Rd.

Sunday service is 9:30 a.m., held in the church with reduced
occupancy or streaming online at www.facebook.com/
brownsvillecommunitychurch and www.brownsvilleumc-t.

org.

First Baptist Church of Bellows Falls, 9 Church St.
Traditional Baptist Services held Sunday mornings at 10 a.m.
Handicap accessible. 802-463-3220.

United Church of Bellows Falls, UCC, 8 School St.
Worship service starts at 10 a.m. every Sunday. All are
welcome to attend. Following the service, there will be a time
of refreshments. Many other services are offered throughout

the week. If you have any questions or want to learn
more, call 802-463-4323, visit the church, or find them on

Facebook.

Chester Baptist Church, 162 Main St.
Worship is Sundays at 10:30 a.m. For more information,
including online streaming, go to www.chesterbaptist.org.

Andover Community Church, 928 Weston-Andover Rd.
Sunday school at 9:30 a.m. and worship service 10:45 a.m.
For more information, go to www.andovercommunitychurch.

org.

Calvary Baptist Church, 156 Main St.

Sunday services are 9:30 a.m. in person.

Services are still streamed at www.facebook.com/
calvarybaptistchurchspringfieldvt. For more information, go to
www.calvarylovesspringfield.com.

First Congregational Church, UCC, 77 Main St.
Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in person. Singing
is encouraged! For more information, call 802-885-
5728, email fecucc@vermontel.net, or go to www.
firstchurchspringfield.org.

North Springfield Baptist Church, 581 Giddings Street,
North Springfield.

All are welcome and invited fo join us for worship on Sunday
mornings at 10 a.m. For more information, please email the
church office at office@nsbevt.org, or call 802-886-8107.
We are handicap accessible.

Precision Valley Baptist Church, 69 Rt. 106

Join our worship service every Sunday at 10 a.m. Women's
Study group meets on Tuesdays at 6 p.m., and Mens

Study Group meets on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. All are
welcome! For more information, check out Facebook @
PrecisionValleyBaptistChurch.

Springfield Assembly of God, 269 River St.

Sunday morning service is 10 a.m. Evening service is 6
p.m. Go to www.facebook.com/Springfield-Assembly-of-
God-156583214402910 for links and more information.

BK SKIDDING LOGGING
AND EXCAVATING

Logging, Burning Brush, Culvert Repair,
Stump Removal, Lot Clearing

OWNER/OPERATOR
BRIEN
CELL 802-376-9751

74 Logan Drive
Chester, VT
OFFICE 802-875-1837

NS S Lo,
YELECTRIC 2

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com - info@llelectricservices.com

15 Barker St. Tel: 802-460-3479
Bellows Falls, VT 05101 Fax: 802-460-3480
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OBITUARIES:

A basic 200-word obituary is $75, and $0.50 per word
thereafter. A black and white photo is an additional
$10. Email to editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday
at 12 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES:

We run Church Services on an alternating schedule.
Subject to space. All services are posted online at www.
VermontJournal.com.
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Virginia “Ginger” Jane
Lovette Wimberg, beloved
wife, mother, grandmoth-
er, great-grandmother, and
friend, died peacefully on
Feb. 20, 2024, in Ascutney,
Vt., after a courageous bat-
tle with cancer.

Ginger was born on July
16, 1945, in Upper Darby,
Pa., into a loving family
with her parents, four sib-
lings, grandparents, aunts,
uncles, cousins, and many
family friends, where she
experienced a joyful life
filled with fun, food, and
laughter. She grew up in
Beesley’s Point, N.J., de-
scribing her home as “full
of warm and happy memo-
ries. There was sadness and
problems - but that was
greatly outweighed by the
positive — our neighbors
were special to us” Ginger
began dating her future
husband James “Jim” Wim-
berg in high school in New
Jersey, where they even-
tually were married and
started a family. In 1978,
they moved their family to
Weathersfield, Vt.

Ginger was the heart
of her home, and became
the center of her beloved
Weathersfield community.
She genuinely gave of her-
self to family, friends, and
strangers alike, without
regard to their station in
life. She welcomed all into
her home, feeding guests
her famous waffles and
buns, housing them and
their dogs - sometimes
for months at a time - and
treating them as members
of the family.

In addition to caring for
her neighbors and friends,
she was involved in her
community in a variety of
ways. Among her many en-
deavors, she was president
of the Weathersfield His-
torical Society from 2012-
2020, contributed her time
to countless potlucks and
events, organized and led
the Town Challenge, and
was a justice of the peace
who helped a former stu-
dent write her own mar-
riage vows. In 2019, she
received the Weathersfield
Service Award to honor
her contributions to her
community.

Ginger’s vocation was
teaching. After beginning
her career as a high school
physical education teach-
er, she then taught fourth
graders for over 30 years
at Weathersfield Schools.
She loved teaching ev-
erything from math to
Weathersfield history, tak-
ing students on field trips
around town so that they
would develop an appre-
ciation for the community
in which they lived. Along
with teaching her class,
she was an invaluable part
of the school community,
from organizing and lead-
ing geography bees, to jok-
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ing with maintenance staff
and speaking her mind
whenever she felt neces-
sary. In the words of a for-
mer student, “She believed
in me and never gave up
on me. [ was falling behind
in school, and instead of
watching me fail, she spent
so much extra time helping
me succeed that she helped
make me the person I am
today”

In her personal time,
Ginger loved spending her
hours outside, swimming,
walking, cross-country
skiing, kayaking, garden-
ing, and laughing with
friends. She was known
for hanging her laundry
all year round, even in the
snow. Ginger was an avid
gardener, maintaining
many gardens surround-
ing her home and sharing
the fruits of her labor with
family and friends. She
was a lifelong learner, tak-
ing courses, earning an ad-
vanced degree, and study-
ing local as well as family
history. She enjoyed study-
ing geography, traveling,
and reading. Along with
sharing the titles of books
she enjoyed and lend-
ing books from her many
bookshelves, Ginger loved
storytelling, whether the
story was about her grow-
ing up years in New Jersey,
or her adventures spent
with family and friends
in Vermont or beyond.
Ginger’s presence will be
greatly missed by the many
people who love her.

Ginger is survived by her
beloved husband Jim of 56
years; her children Chet
Wimberg and his wife
Lynn, Christian Wimberg,
and Elizabeth Dimick and
her husband Kenneth; her
grandchildren Erika An-
derson and her fiancé Guy
Crescenzo, Emma Wim-
berg, James Wimberg and
his girlfriend Taina Perez,
and Teah Vazquez; and her
great-grandchildren Drew
Flick and Lilah Virginia
Wimberg.

The memorial ser-
vice will be held at the
Weathersfield Center
Church on Center Road
in Weathersfield, Vt., on
May 4, at 11 a.m. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contri-
butions can be made to the
Weathersfield — Historical
Society, P.O. Box 126, Per-
kinsville, VT 05151.

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE

WW

Home « Auto « Farm « Business « Motorcycle - Recreational Vehicles

serving VT and NH since 1996

7190 US Route 5 - Westminster, Vermont 05158

802-463-1900 - www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Specializing In

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

David Chaves
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish
Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Equine Land Development & Ponds

Family Owned & Opernated Scuce 1950

Bernard N. “Bernie” Carey
Jr. passed away on Friday
evening, Feb. 23, 2024, at
the Springfield Health and
Rehabilitation Center. He
was born May 20, 1931, in
Manchester, Vt., the son of
Bernard N. and Gladys (Ab-
bott) Carey.

He graduated from Suna-
pee High School in Sunap-
ee, N.H., Class of 1950, and
later from New Hampshire
Technical School.

He served in the United
States Air Force as a jet me-
chanic during the Korean
War (1952-1956), stationed
in California, France, North
Africa, and the Kingdom of
Libia. Before joining the Air
Force, Bernie worked on
the family chicken farm in
Sunapee, N.H., for a short
time. After serving in the
Air Force, he worked at IBM
in Binghamton, N.Y,; IPC in
Bristol, N.H.; and 32 years
at the Fellows Gear Shaper
in Springtfield, Vt., retiring
in 1985.

Bernie met Stasia, the love
of his life, at a square dance
in Springfield, and got en-
gaged six months later.

They were married on
June 21, 1958, at the Con-
gregational ~ Church in
Springfield, Vt. She prede-
ceased him on Sept. 3, 2015.

Bernie loved bowling,
and bowled for over 25
years on many teams and
many leagues, bowling over
10,000 games by 2009. He
also volunteered with the
Youth Bowling Leagues for
many years, and he was in-
ducted into the Vermont
Bowling Hall of Fame in
1991 for his service to the
sport.

Stanley Marino Jr.,

1942-2024

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Stanley Marino Jr. was born
Jan. 7, 1942, in Bellows
Falls, to the late Stanley and
Emma (Baldasaro) Marino.
Stan was predeceased by his
siblings Joseph, Rosema-
rie, and Mary, all of whom
I hold the deepest love and
respect for. Stan was mar-
ried to Marina Massa of
Italy, mother of Rico, and
also to Brenda Lynch. He
was an honor graduate of St.
Charles Elementary School,
and graduated from Bellows
Falls High School. Stan later
graduated from Springfield
College magna cum laude.

Stan retired from the
United States Navy in 1984
as a commander, after 20
years of commissioned ser-
vice on various ships of the
line and shore bases in the
United States, Europe, and
Asia. Most notable of this
service were two Bronze
Stars awarded for separate
combat actions in Vietnam
and Thailand.

Stan’s love for sports be-
gan early - St Charles
midgets basketball team in
grade 5, coached by Claude
“Lover” Dexter, a truly great
man loved by all. After this,
Stan kept the link with con-
tinued jogging, weights,
bicycling, yoga, core exer-
cises, and boxing. Stan also
taught elementary and high
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DAVIS

MEMORIAL CHAPEL

[Tz

Family Owned Funeral Home
Funeral & Cremation Services
802-885-3322
99 Summer St, Springfield, VT
www.DavisMemorialChapel.net
Owners Scott and Angela Page

4

TOA

Bernard Carey Jr., 1931-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

He also loved sports and
was an avid Red Sox, Celt-
ics, and Patriots fan.

He is survived by one son
Michael Carey of Spring-
field; one sister Catherine
Dikeman of Springfield;
two granddaughters Alyssa
Moffit and Anylia Slater;
and three great-grand-
children Kyle, Wilder, and
Graclynn. He is also sur-
vived by several nieces,
nephews, and cousins.

He was predeceased by
his parents; his wife; one son
Mark Carey; one daughter
Michele Hebert; and sib-
lings Evelyn Carey, Kenneth
Carey, and Lucille Wheeler.

Friends may call on Tues-
day evening, March 5, from
6-8 p.m., at the Davis Me-
morial Chapel in Spring-
field, Vt.

A funeral service will be
held on Wednesday, March
6, at 2 p.m., at the Davis
Memorial Chapel. The Rev.
Michael Mario will officiate.

Burial will be in the Oak-
land Cemetery at a later
date.

Arrangements are en-
trusted to the care of the
Davis Memorial Chapel,
Springfield, Vt.

Stanley Marino Jr.,, 1942-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED

school students for 16 years,
and was a loyal Red Sox fan
since 1947.

During his retirement
years, after teaching, Stan
involved himself in politics,
as he was an active Tea Party
member, and he worked
with veterans groups help-
ing them and their families
in the Keene/Monadnock
area.

There will be a graveside
service on Saturday, April
6, 2024, at 11 a.m., at St.
Charles Cemetery in West-
minster.

Fenton and Hennessey
Funeral Home, 55 West-
minster Street in Bellows
Falls, has been entrusted
with arrangements.

FREE BIBLE

We are offering free of
charge an easy-to-read
Bible. 1It's the GOOD
NEWS BIBLE in teday's
English. The volumes we
distribute contain the Old
& New Testaments, maps,
and helpful features to
assist the reader. If you
would like to receive a
copy, simply write to us at
the address below. Thisis a
free offer. There will be no
follow-up correspondence.
We do not ask for money.

Gift Of The Word
P.O. Box 307
Avon, NY 14414

173 Baltimore Road
kPerkinsville, VT 05151

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH

Building & Remodeling
Full Service Care Taking

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129
J
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MARCH 9 -
CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Sound Investment will

play classic rock and
modern country music on
Saturday, March 9, 7-10
p.m., at American Legion
Post 29, 118 Broad Street
in Claremont, N.H. This
event is for members and
bona-fide guests. For more
information, call 603-542-
9222.

MARCH 10 -
PLYMOUTH, Vt. - The
Plymouth Historical Society
will hold its annual meeting
on Sunday, March 10, at
2 p.m., at the Plymouth
Community Center. We
welcome all current
members and anyone
interested in joining the
society.

MARCH 11 -

LUDLOW, Vt. - The
American Red Cross

will hold a blood drive
on Monday, March 11,
from 12-5:30 p.m., at the

Ludlow Community Center.
Call 100-RED-CROSS to

make an appointment.

MARCH 13 -

CHESTER, Vt. — Upstairs
@ Town Hall will host

a Chester Town Halll
Theater Open House on
Wednesday, March 13,
at 6:30 p.m. Learn about
the effort to bring arts
events to the Chester Town
Hall, provide feedback

on what you would like

to see presented in the
space, and/or sign up to
volunteer. Refreshments will

be provided.

MARCH 14 -

LUDLOW, Vt. - The Black
River Memory Café will be
held on Thursday, March
14,11 am. - 1 p.m,, at
the Ludlow United Church,
48 Pleasant Street. This

is a support group for
caregivers and their loved
ones living with dementia
or Alzheimer’s. Snacks are
provided, and the event

child’s registration.

Attention Proctorsville and
Cavendish residents

Registration has begun at Cavendish Town Elementary
School for Kindergarten. If your child will be 5 years old
before September 1, 2024, please contact the school office
for registration forms. If your child attends preschool in
the district please contact the school office to confirm your

Contact Donna Hamilton at the school office at
802-875-7758 or via email at donna.hamilton@trsu.org

attending.

Chester-Andover Elementary School
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

Chester-Andover Elementary School has begun the
process of registration for children who will be eligible
for Kindergarten for the 2024/2025 school year. Children
must be 5 years old on or before August 31, 2024.

Please contact the school office at 802-875-6832 or email
kim.leonard@trsu.org to let us know your child will be

is free fo attend. Group
meets the second Thursday
of each month. For
information, call Black River
Good Neighbor Services at
802-228-3663.

MARCH 15 -

LUDLOW, V. — Fletcher
Memorial, Cavendish
Community, and Mount
Holly Libraries present three-
time Iditarod participant
Karen Land and her sled
dogs Chloe and Noggin on
Friday, March 15, from 6-7
p.m. Karen will share their
experiences of participating
in the 1,049-mile sled dog
race across Alaska. This is
a free and family-friendly
event. Please note it is being
held at the Ludlow Town
Hall Auditorium, 37 Depot
Street, Ludlow Vt., not at the
libraries. Please use on-street
parking or the municipal lot
behind Brewfest Beverage
Co.

MARCH 16 -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Springfield Town Library
will host a Kids Plant Party
on Saturday, March 16, at
11 a.m. While the grown-
ups dig into starting seeds,
there will be plenty of plant-
based fun in the kids' room
with gardening stories,
crafts, and games.

MARCH 17 -
PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. -
Wear your favorite flannel
and join the Expeditionary
School at Black River (ESBR)
for a fun Spring fundraiser
on Sunday, March 17,
from 4-6 p.m., at Outer
Limits Brewing, 60 Village
Green in Proctorsville. We
are looking forward to
this big hurrah before the
winter season winds down
and mud season takes
over. Bid on a variety of
items and gift certificates
from local businesses, with

ROW: Towns:
1667
1670 Brattleboro

right-of-way.

program should contact:

PUBLIC NOTICE

OF INTENT TO APPLY HERBICIDES
RIGHT-OF-WAY MAINTENANCE

To prevent safety hazards and the interruption of electric service, National Grid is obligated to maintain its
rights-of-way and carefully control the growth of certain tree species under transmission lines. The most
effective method of accomplishing this is selective herbicide treatment. The herbicides that are used have been
registered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Certified and experienced applicators will apply the
treatments with handheld tools. A permit has been applied for through the Secretary of Agriculture by National
Grid for the purpose of making a selective ground-based treatment of the following herbicides: Garlon 4 Ultra
(Triclopyr); Krenite S (Ammonium salt of Fosamine); Escort XP (Metsulfuron Methyl); Rodeo (Isopropylamine
Salt of Glyphosate); or Polaris (Isopropylamine salt of Imazapyr) on its rights-of-way in the following towns:

Brattleboro, Dummerston, Putney, Rockingham, Westminster

The treatment will start on or about June 3, 2024

National Grid uses GIS based topographic maps to locate public water supplies, which will be avoided.
Vermont regulations require National Grid to warn residents to protect private water supplies and
environmentally sensitive areas. It is the responsibility of the residents to notify the Company contact person of
the existence of private water supplies or other environmentally sensitive areas located within 100 feet of the

Landowners with questions regarding private water supplies on the Company’s rights-of-way maintenance

Mariclaire Rigby
National Grid
939 Southbridge Street
Worcester, MA 01610

Telephone: (781) 290-8310 or mariclaire.rigby@nationalgrid.com

Residents who wish to submit comments regarding this vegetation management treatment should contact:
Vermont Department of Agriculture
State Office Building, 116 State Street

Montpelier, VT 05602
Telephone: (802) 828-2431

SUPERIOR COURT
Windsor

Unit

STATE OF VERMONT

PROBATE DIVISION
Docket No.:

24-PR-01049

In re ESTATE of :

Douglas T. Lyman

Il

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the Creditors of: DouglasT. Lyman

late of Weathersfield

Decedent

Decedent’s Town of Residence

| have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims against the decedent or the
estate must present their claims in writing within four (4) months of the first publication of this notice.
The claim must be presented to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The
claim may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.

Dated: Sik of Fiduciary
- —_—
Q!&(a!ﬁl"# &il :'U CHIANA »] < __
Executor/Administrator Mailing Address
Diane Turner Marchica Law Office, LLC - 83 Main Street
Phone Number Email City, State, Zip
(802) 885-4300 john@marchicalaw.com Springfield, VT 05156

Name of Publication:

Publication Date:

Name of Probate Court:
Address of Probate Court:

The Vermont Journal

March 6, 2024

Vermont Superior Court, Windsor Unit, Probate Division

12 The Green

Woodstock, VT 05091

proceeds to benefit ESBR.
Family friendly, and Outer
Limits offers a wonderful
atmosphere.

MARCH 19 -
PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. = On
Tuesday, March 19, at 6
p.m., Astronomer Claudio
Veliz with the Southern
Vermont Astronomy Group
will discuss the moon,
eclipses, and how to
prepare for the upcoming
April 8 eclipse, at the
Cavendish Community
Library. Presented in
conjunction with the
Cavendish Conservation
Association.

MARCH 20 -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Springfield Town Library
will host a World Frog
Day Party for kids on
Wednesday, March 20,
at 4 p.m. Come meet the
library’s new frogs and
celebrate World Frog Day
with all the froggiest stories,
games, and crafts.

MARCH 30 -

LUDLOW, Vi. — The Ludlow
and Proctorsville Volunteer
Fire Departments and Black
River Good Neighbor
Services will be distributing
a curbside-pickup Easter
Dinner on Saturday, March
30, from 12-2 p.m. The
menu will consist of ham,
potatoes, gravy, corn, a
roll, and dessert. Pickup
will be outside the Ludlow
Community Center. To
reserve your dinner, call
Angela at 802-356-3823
by March 15. There is a
maximum of 125 dinners.

SUNDAYS -

CHESTER, Vt. — Six Loose
Ladies hosts Odd Bobbins
Spinners the second Sunday
of each month from 1-4
p.m. at their location on the
Common in Chester.

PLYMOUTH, Vt. - The
Plymouth Historical Society,
located in the former
Plymouth Elementary School
on Route 100 in Plymouth
Union, is open Sunday
afternoons, from 2-4 p.m.
Visit our museum, or do
research on your Plymouth
ancestors. Watch for the
“Open” flag.

MONDAYS -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — Free
Gentle Hatha Yoga classes
for ages 50 and over are
held on Mondays from 10-
11 a.m., at the Springfield
Senior Center, 139 Main

The Vermont Journal/The Shopper
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Street. All equipment is
provided.

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. - The
Rockingham Library hosts
a chess club each Monday
from 3-5:30 p.m., led by
Mike Sola. All levels of
players will be welcomed.

LUDLOW, Vt. = Zumba
classes, Mondays at 9:30
a.m. at the Spring House
at Jackson Gore. Al
fitness levels welcome. Calll
802-228-1419 for more

information.

LUDLOW, Vt. — Aquatic
Aerobics, Mondays at
10:35 a.m. at the Spring
House at Jackson Gore.
Call 802-228-1419 for

more information.

LUDLOW, Vt. — The GFWC
Okemo Valley Women'’s
Club meets on the second
Monday of every month,
from September through
April, at 6:30 p.m., at the
United Church of Ludlow on
Elm Street.

TUESDAYS -

CHESTER, Vt. — Bone
Builders Class in Chester
every Tuesday, from 10-11
a.m. Classes will be held in
the First Universalist Parish
of Chester community room.
Classes are free and open
to all. Drop-in class, no
registration needed. For
details, contact Barbara at
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Free
Chair Yoga classes for ages
50 and over are held on
Tuesdays from 9-9:45 a.m.,
at the Springfield Senior
Center, 139 Main Street. All
equipment is provided.

WEDNESDAYS -
CHESTER, Vt. - Knitting
with Friends at Six Loose
Ladies on the Chester
Common, Wednesdays,
from 10 a.m. to noon.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Frances Barsky leads

a weekly creative

writing workshop at the
Rockingham Library from
1-2:30 p.m. Bring a laptop
or a pen and paper.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Knitting Together, every
Wednesday, 1-3 p.m., at
Village Square Booksellers,
knitting hats and mittens for
our school kids. We provide
yarn, some direction,

and an enjoyable visit.
Acrylic yarn donations

are always welcome. For

more information, contact

Caroline at 802-463-4653.

THURSDAYS -
PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. = On
Thursdays at 6 p.m., join
Lori Wright for a yoga
class. Contact Lori Wright
at 603-401-8123 or visit
www.dgbodyworks.com for
more information. Private
classes are available.

GRAFTON, Vt. - A free
playgroup for children from
newborns to age 5 will be
held at Grafton Elementary
School on Thursday
mornings, from 9:30-10:30
a.m. Activities will include
songs, games, and arts and
crafts. Contact Heather with
any questions at 802-843-
4792.

LUDLOW, Vt. — Certified
instructor Helena Wu will
teach Tai Chi classes every
Thursday, from 9-10 a.m.,
at the Black River Valley
Senior Center, 10 High
Street in Ludlow. Classes
are free, and are limited to
10 participants. Registration
is required. For more
information, contact the
Senior Center at 802-228-
7421, or Helena Wu at
802-289-7369.

FRIDAYS -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. — On
Fridays from 11 a.m. -
12 p.m., John Bohannon
will teach Tai Chi and Qi
Gong at the Rockingham
Library in Bellows Falls, Vt.
No special equipment or
clothing is required.

SAXTONS RIVER, Vi. -
Main Street Arts, 35

Main Street, will hold the
“Originals & Traditionals”
Open Mic Night on the
fourth Friday of every
month, from 7-9 p.m.,
hosted by musician Putnam
Smith. Sign-ups begin at
6:30 p.m. All material
should be original or
“traditional” (i.e., in the
public domain). Each
performer can perform two
songs or up to 10 minutes,
whichever comes first. If
you have any questions,
please contact Smith at
putnamsmith@gmail.com.

SATURDAYS -
PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. = On
Saturdays at 9 a.m., join
Lori Wright for a yoga
class. Contact Lori Wright
at 603-401-8123 or visit
www.dgbodyworks.com for
more information. Private
classes are available.

Brendan McNamara

STATE OF VERMONT

WINDSOR COUNTY, SS.

NOTICE OF SALE

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands in the Town of

Ludlow, in the County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water and sewer
taxes assessed by such Town for the years indicated are, either in whole or in part, unpaid on
the following described lands in such Town, to wit:

¢ 72 Main Street, Ludlow, Vermont
For the years 2022-2023. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Leigh John
Tofteri to William Armstrong Hunter, IV by deed dated April 19, 1989 and recorded in Book
122 at Page 301 of the Ludlow Town Land Records.

¢ 33 Pleasant Street Ext., Ludlow, Vermont
For the years 2022-2023. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Doris L.

McCullough to Adam Pedicino by deed dated May 7, 2021 and recorded in Book 444 at Page
307 of the Ludlow Town Land Records.

¢ 465 Rod & Gun Club Road, Ludlow, Vermont
For the years 2022-2023. Being all and the same lands and premises decreed to Curtis Potter
by the Superior Court, Windsor Unit, Probate Division, Final Decree of Distribution in the
matter entitled In Re: Estate of Ella Marie Laramie, Docket No.: 527-10-14 Wrpr dated March
22,2017 and recorded in Book 402 at Page 103 of the Ludlow Town Land Records.

« 13 Lovejoy Brook Road, Ludlow, Vermont
For the years 2022-2023. Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Dayle M.

Brown to Baja M. Ray and Theodore L. Brown, III by deed dated October 15, 2009 and record-
ed in Book 336 at Page 257 of the Ludlow Town Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Ludlow Town Office, a public place
in such Town, on the 21st day of March, 2024 at Ten Oclock in the forenoon, as shall be requi-
site to discharge such taxes with costs, unless previously paid.
You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date
set forth above, that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill.
Should you wish to proceed with this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32
V.S.A. § 5254; clearly identify the portion of the property to be sold, and include a certification
from the Act 250 district coordinator and the town zoning administrator that the portion
identified may be legally subdivided.
If you qualify under 24 V.S.A. § 1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of
the property taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town. Abatement means that
your taxes could be reduced or eliminated. You have the right to appear before the Board of
Abatement and explain why you think your taxes should be abated. To apply for an abate-
ment, you must write to Ulla Cook, Town Clerk, P. O. Box 307, Ludlow, VT 05149.
Dated at Ludlow, County of Windsor and State of Vermont, this 14th day of February, 2024.

Collector of Town and Town School District Taxes, Town Water and Sewer Taxes
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Featured
pet:
Lenox

Lenox.

PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - If
the recent warm weather
has you wishing for a walk-
ing friend, we have the
boy for you. Lenox is one
year old and loves treats,
learning new tricks, walks,
and lots and lots of cuddle
time. He is housebroken,
and adores people and
other dogs. The Springfield
Humane Society is open
Wednesday-Saturday, from
12-4 p.m., for walk-ins. Call
802-885-3997 for more in-
formation.

Springfield Humane So-
ciety

401 Skitchewaug Trail,
Springfield, Vt.
802-885-3997
www.spfldhumane.org
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FOR SALE

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — 2005 Envoy
Denali, 151,000 miles, 5.3 LS
V-8, black, decent shape, too
many new parts to list, needs left
rear backing plate for inspection
(e-brake inop), near new studded
snows, near new 107x| summer
tires, and trailer brake controller.
$4,500 or BRO, text 802-291-
2026 for details. (03/19)

GUNS
WANTED

REGION - Guns wanted. Hand-
guns, rifles, or shotguns. Top
prices paid. Call Ray at 802-775-
2859 or 802-236-7213.

WANTED

SPRINGFIELD AREA - Hardwood
logs wanted. If you need trees
removed give me a call. If you
want hardwood trees cleaned up
and removed, log length or cut,
I'm your guy. 603-443-7009.

TOWN OF CHESTER
NOTICE OF HEARING FOR
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

Sarah James and Smokin’ Bowls, LLC has applied for a Con-
ditional Use Permit for property owned by Randal Miles at
35 Sylvan Road in the Town of Chester. The proposed use is
to renew operation of a food truck.

The Town of Chester Development Review Board will
conduct a site visit at 5:30 PM on Monday, March 25, 2024,
at 35 Sylvan Road and will hold a hearing on this application
at 6:00 PM on Monday, March 25, 2024, at the Chester Town
Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester. The application exhibits
and additional information may be obtained from the Zon-
ing Administrator.

Participation in this hearing in person, via Zoom videocon-
ference, or in writing is a prerequisite to the right to take any
subsequent appeal.

A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom videoconfer-
ence may be found on the Town of Chester website home
page at www.chestervt.gov.

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 1st day of March 2024.

Preston Bristow
Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
zoning@chestervt.gov
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Recommended Qualifications

Town Of Plymouth, Vermont

Treasurer / Tax Collector

e Directs and performs duties involving the daily operations of the Treasurer/Tax Collector’s office;
develops office procedures and documents, reviews, prepares and administers departmental budget
and works with Town Clerk to prepare Annual Report.

e Maintains cffective working relationships with Town officials, staff, and members of the

community. Meets and speaks with taxpayers, the general public, municipal or other business
associates to provide answers, address complaints and requests, deal with errors or other job-related

e Manages the billing and collects all monies for the Town including real estate property, fees,
charges, bills and revenues committed to the Treasurer/Tax Collector.
e Prepares municipal lien certificates, delinquency notifications and all other documents as required

e Works with the Town Clerk to oversee the collection, deposit and reconciles bank statements for
all Town accounts; prepare reports for Town’s annual audit; and balance cash, receivables, and debt

e Initiates collection action on delinquent accounts. Prepares and collects tax licns and pursucs
foreclosures and oversees tax title records and selling of tax title property at auction.
e Manages debt including the borrowing of funds for the Town, compliance with all reporting

requirements, timely payment of debt obligations, preparation of all financial documents including

e Works with the Town Clerk to manage payroll, ensures that employees arc properly enrolled in the
system; maintains carnings records for all employees. Prepares and files W-2 information and all
other third-party required reports.

e Performs such other dutics as arc required by the Sclect Board or as the situation dictates.

e Works with Town Officials, Staff and FEMA on documentation/reporting on recent and future

Decgree in business administration, finance, accounting or related field preferred; at Ieast two years of
experience in business or financial management preferably in a municipal Treasurer and/or Collectors
office; or an equivalent combination of education and experience.

Competitive salary as well as a great Municipal Benefit Package to include health & dental insurance,
retirement plan, paid holidays, and paid vacation.

Please submit a completed application to the Plymouth Town Clerk’s Office at 68 Town Office Road,
Plymouth, Vermont 05056 or email clerk@plymouthvt.org. Applications will be accepted until the position
is filled. The Town of Plymouth is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

NOTICE OF
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
TOWN OF CHESTER
Housing Development Feasibility Study

The Town of Chester is requesting proposals for a Feasibil-
ity Study regarding the development of approximately 120
acres of town owned land for the purpose of developing
housing. This project will include a site constraint analysis,
zoning analysis, basic conceptual plans, an Implementation
and Phasing Plan as well as identification of potential fund-
ing opportunities.

This project is being funded by a Municipal Planning Grant
and matching town contribution.

Contact the Chester Town Office to obtain a full copy of the
Request for Proposal.

All bids are due no later than April 5, 2024 at 3:00 p.m. The
submittal requires one digital copy and one printed copy.

Attn. Julie Hance

Town Manager

Town of Chester

P.O. Box 370

Chester, Vermont 05143
(802) 875-2173
Julie.hance@chestervt.gov

TOWN OF CHESTER
NOTICE OF HEARING FOR
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

Ronica and Thomas Humphrey have applied for an amend-
ment to their Conditional Use Permit allowing restaurant
take-out at 665 VT RT 10 in Chester. The amendment would
allow take-out service from a food trailer located on the

property.

The Town of Chester Development Review Board will
conduct a site visit at 4:45 PM on Monday, March 25, 2024,
at 665 VT RT 10 and will hold a hearing on this application
at 6:00 PM on Monday, March 25, 2024, at the Chester Town
Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester. The application exhibits
and additional information may be obtained from the Zon-
ing Administrator.

Participation in this hearing in person, via Zoom videocon-
ference, or in writing is a prerequisite to the right to take any
subsequent appeal.

A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom videoconfer-
ence may be found on the Town of Chester website home
page at www.chestervt.gov.

Dated at Chester, Vermont this 1st day of March 2024.

Preston Bristow
Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
zoning@chestervt.gov

— Weekly SUDOKU — King Crossword —
Answer Answers
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ydle BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks * $250 for 26 Weeks * $400 for 52 Weeks

Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter.

Art Crafts Gifts

GALLERY AT THE VAULT

Art Crafts Gifts & Workshops

68 Main St., Springfield 802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. il 7
http://galleryvault.org

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates.
32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or

stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com.
(05/22/24 - 13)

Okemo Valley TV

LOCAL PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS THIS WEEK

* “Gavel-to-gavel” Town Meeting coverage

¢ Legislative Update w/ State Rep. Tesha Buss

* New Show: Average Daves Movie & TV Talk

* ESBR Update w/ Students

* Yoh Theatre- Costumes & Set Design for “Little Women”
Okemo Valley TV now has its own app on all of the main
streaming platforms! Apple TV, Roku, Amazon Fire TV, Google

Play, and mobile (iOS & Android)
(04/03/24 - TFN - 13)

Organic Lawn & Land Care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN

Serving Chester and surrounding towns

NEW ENGLAND HOME
BUIDING AND REMODEL
802-779-3414 — Located in Weston, VT

Kitchens, Additions, and Remodels. Finish Carpentry and Cabinet
Work. Property Maintenance. Fully Insured, Free Estimates.

Like us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM!

www.newenglandhomebuildingandremodel.com
(06/05/24 - 52)

Campground

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND

2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2024! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com.

Photography Show Oceania by Len Emery
Opening Reception 3/8 5-6:30
Calll for Open Wall: Thoughts of Spring

Workshops http://galleryvault.org/workshops

Pine Needle Basket w/ Irene Dizes 3/8/24 & 3/9/24

Draw Cartoons w/ E.B. Sciales (Middle School) 3/22 1-3 p.m.
Meets at Springfield Library, FREE

Draw Cartoons w/ E.B. Sciales (Teens & Adults) 3/22 4-6 p.m.
Meets at VAULT, FREE

Wire-wrapped Pendant w/ Thomas Alyxander 4/6/24

Flowers in Texture & Colorw/ Julie Crabtree 4/27/24

(04/24/24-TFN - 13)

Builders/Contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC

“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large
Private Sites!
(05/08/24 - 13)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC

Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
10am-6pm.

(08/14/24 - TFN - 52)

Electrician

KJ ELECTRIC LLC

802-428-6224

kielectric63@gmail.com

Chester, VT

Licensed and Insured

Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/29/25 - 52)

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-
tions on up to full renovations, and new constfruction too. Our
clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer
care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.
mortensen@gmail.com.

Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/20/24 - 52)

Now Accepting New Customers- Our commitment to fully or-
ganic lawn and garden care practices gives you peace of
mind for all the kids, pets, nature, and friends using your yard.
Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet, so you
can relax while we make your property beautiful for you.

We’'re Different- Green Bee has earned an Organic Land Man-
agement Professional Accreditation and can tailor a plan for
managing your property to meet your goals. Large or small, all
properties will benefit from utilizing this approach.

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction.
Framing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hard-
wood flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in
Proctorsville. 802-558-5267.

(05/15/24-13)

We are fully insured, reliable, and priced right. Like us on Face-
book and Reach Out Today to secure your spot! Call, text, or
email: 802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com.

(08/07/24 - 26)
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GPA alcohol and cannabis eCheckups

LONDONDERRY, Vt. -
Green Peak Alliance (GPA),
based in Londonderry, has
released two online check-
up tools on alcohol and
cannabis for young adults
in Windham and Windsor
counties. The eCheckup To
Go tools are free for the
user and anonymous.

For residents of Windham
County, eCheckup for alco-
hol can be found at echeck-
up.sdsu.edu/usa/alc/adult/
windham, and for cannabis
at echeckup.sdsu.edu/usa/
mj/adult/windham.

For residents of Wind-
sor County, the pages are at
echeckup.sdsu.edu/usa/alc/
adult/windsor and echeck-
up.sdsu.edu/usa/mj/adult/
windsor, respectively.

The eCheckup To Go
tools will help individuals
assess their healthy deci-
sions, and where and how
frequently alcohol and can-
nabis use shows up in their
lives. Young people like to
make informed decisions.

The eCheckup will pro-
vide young adults ages 18-

Asthma-friendly

25 years old with accurate
and personalized feedback
about their individual pat-
tern of alcohol or canna-
bis use, risk patterns, and
aspirations and goals. It
will also provide informa-
tion for helpful resources
in the community. They’re
evidence-based, online
wellbeing tools designed by
San Diego State University’s
Counseling and Psycholog-
ical Services professionals.
The tools are customized
specifically for each school
or community.

The eCheckup web-based
tools go beyond a tradition-
al education-only approach
to support lasting behav-
ioral change through brief,
self-guided programs that
each take about 20 min-
utes to complete. The tools
assess the quantity and
frequency of use, amount
consumed, normative com-
parisons, physical health
information, amount and
percent of income spent,
negative consequences
feedback, and explanation,

advice, and local referral
information.

Neil Allen, director of
Greater Falls Connections
in Bellows Falls, said, “It will
give the young adults who
use the tool information on
where they can get support
and learn more about their
alcohol and cannabis use.
They can use the check-
ups repeatedly to allow
them to track their usage
and health in regards to
both substances and see
where they may need to
make changes”

“This is also a great
opportunity for the sub-
stance misuse prevention
coalitions in these three
counties to discover what
the young adults in our
communities are experi-
encing with alcohol and
cannabis. It will also help
the coalitions to create
better programming to
work with young adults,
and were hopeful this
information will provide
good data for us to work
with,” Allen continued.

schools recognized —

REGION - Thirteen

schools from around the
state have been recognized
by the Vermont Depart-
ment of Health’s Asthma-
friendly School initiative
for their commitment to
asthma-control strategies
to support the lung health
of their students.

Asthma is a potentially
serious condition that in-
cludes clogging and swell-
ing of the airways that can
lead to difficulty breathing,
wheezing, and coughing.
Nearly 9,000 - or one in
12 - children in Vermont

have asthma, and of those,
61% of have uncontrolled
asthma.

Health Commissioner
Mark Levine said the num-

have asthma-control
policies in place help
create a healthy envi-
ronment where children
spend much of their

ber of new schools par- day”

ticipating shows a grow- Two local schools were
ing understanding about recognized through
the impact of asthma on this initiative. Caven-

children’s health and abil-
ity to learn. “Asthma can
be a dangerous condition
for many children. Asth-
ma symptoms can disrupt
sleep, make it difficult to
concentrate, and can lead
to missed school days,” said
Dr. Levine. “Schools that

dish Town Elementary
School was recognized
in the Gold category, de-
noting the highest level
of asthma friendliness.
Additionally, Townsh-
end Elementary School
was recognized in the
Silver category.

A “CAN DO” Company! -

TEAMWORK with TOM

* [s it time to improve family or business relationships before paying expensive legal fees
and court costs? Do you simply need a referee to avoid never speaking to family again?

* Do you need a Life Coach to help make a clarity plan to act on and achieve your goals?
* Do you need to settle debts or work through a financial issue before people Lawyer Up?

* Businesses and Organizations: How is teamwork, communication and culture in
the workplace? Need to refresh aspirations or vision/mission? Let me facilitate: 1-hour
sessions to all-day workshops. Also, a 4-step leadership training program for individuals.

I started this company called The Flat Table to help people create conditions
for fair and successful outcomes. TOM SALMON, CPA. MA degree in Conflict
Resolution. Certified dispute resolver (DRPA). 21-year Veteran of the U.S. Navy

(Seabees) Reserves. 15-year Senior Executive. 10-year Licensed Teacher.

Call or Text 802-535-1555 or go to TheFlatTable.com

LOOKING FOR HOUSING IN NEW HAMPSHIRE, MAINE OR VERMONT?
WE MANAGE THE FOLLOWING
U5 DA RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTIES:

STEWART PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
P. 0. Box 10540, Bedford, NH 03110-0540
603-641-2163 TDD Access
OR VISIT US AT OUR WEBSITE
www. stewariproperty.net

PROPERTY LOCATION PE
APPLE TREE VILLAGE CONWAY, NH ELDERLY
BELLOWS FALLS HOUSING BELLOWS FALLS, VT FAMILY
BLACHK RIVER OVERLOOK LUDLOW, ¥T FAMILY
BUTTERFIELD ELDERLY WEST DOVER, VT ELDERLY
CHURCH HILL APTS. DURHAM, NH ELDERLY
COLONIAL COURTI&EN LITTLETOM, NH ELDERLY
CONWAY PINES CONWAY, NH FAMILY
CRANBERRY HILL APTS. TROY, NH FAMILY
GILFORD VILLAGE KNOLLS 1 & N GILFORD, NH ELDERLY
HIGHLAND APARTMENTS ASHLAND, NH ELDERLY
JAFFREY MILL APTS. JAFFREY, NH FAMILY
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE GROVETOMN, NH ELDERLY
ORCHARD CIRCLE FARMINGTOMN, NH ELDERLY
PAPER MILL VILLAGE ALSTEAD, NH ELDERLY
PEQUAWHKET VILLAGE FRYEBURG, ME ELDERLY
PROCTORSVILLE GREEN PROCTORSVILLE, VT FAM/ELD
PROMEMADE COURT GORHAM, NH FAMILY
ROCKBROOK APTS. PETERBOROUGH, NH  FAMILY
UNION SQUARE WINDSOR, VT FAMILY
WALL STREET SPRINGFIELD, VT FAMILY
WINCHESTER WOOD SWANZEY, NH FAMILY

Elderly — 62 or older, or handicapped or disabled [regardless of age)

Family — families, individuals, elderly or handicappedidisabled
Applicants must meet USDA Rural Development Income Guidelines.

In most cases, waiting lists do apply. For more information please contact:

5PM does not discriminate based on race, color, sex, age, religion,
national origin, family or marital status or disability.

&

Previously, GPA had
partnered with Commu-
nity College of Vermont
(CCV) to allow CCV and
their students access to this
information. Seeking the
opportunity to reach more
young adults, GPA pivoted
to offering the tools to those
within the three counties,

The Vermont Journal/The Shopper

which will include those at-
tending CCV.

The Green Peak Alliance
(GPA) is a regional net-
work that promotes healthy
communities. We bring
federal and state resources
to local areas through our
work with schools, service
organizations, towns, etc.

Through research, educa-
tion, and outreach, we cre-
ate conditions to positively
influence the public by in-
creasing youth assets and
reducing risks.

For more information,
please contact Allen at 802-
463-9927 or info@greater-
fallsconnections.org.

SoVerA astrophotography

presentation

CHESTER, Vt. - Join
SoVerA on March 12,
at 7 p.m., for a presen-
tation by member Erik
Schmitt. This will be an
online meeting at www.
zoom.us/j/94691230307.

Most of us at some
point in our lives have
paused for a moment to
take in the vastness of
the cosmos by simply
looking up on a clear
night. Many have even
had the opportunity to
look at a handful of ce-
lestial objects through
a telescope. However, it
was not until the advent
and then ubiquitousness
of digital imaging sen-
sors that the universe

was revealed to all in such
awe-inspiring detail. In
addition to being aestheti-
cally beautiful, these im-
ages also contain a stag-
gering amount of scientific
data that is a vital means
to better understand our
universe. Using astropho-
tos created by high school
students at the nearby Per-
kin Observatory, you will
learn how these images
are acquired by telescopes
and processed by computer
software, and what can be
learned from them. We
will tour the cosmos from
the birth and death of solar
systems, to the evolution of
distant galaxies, with stops
at clouds of ionized gas,

and the search for extraso-
lar planets along the way.

Erik Schmitt is a physics
and astronomy educator,
who is especially passion-
ate about outreach and sci-
ence communication. He is
the former director of the
Perkin Observatory, where
he created an astronomi-
cal imaging program for
high school students. As a
lifelong tinkerer and space
enthusiast, Erik particu-
larly enjoys the blending
of science, engineering,
hardware, and software
involved in imaging celes-
tial objects. He also serves
as a board member of the
Southern Vermont Astron-
omy Group.

Join the all-organic

Ludlow
Garden

LUDLOW, Vt. - The
Ludlow Area Commu-
nity Garden is open to all
residents of Ludlow and
neighboring towns. It is
fenced, and located on the
Fletcher Farm grounds
on Route 103, at the bor-
der between Ludlow and
Proctorsville. Individual
10-foot by 10-foot plots
are used to grow vegeta-
bles, flowers, herbs, and
some fruits. Shared plots,
double plots, and waist-
high raised beds are also
available. Members take
care of their own plots,
as well as help maintain
the common areas of this
beautiful garden.

A separate, enclosed
area is dedicated to com-
posting food scraps. This
is an ongoing educational
project, made possible
through a Grow Grant
from the New England
Grassroots Environmen-
tal Fund and support

from the Composting
Association of Vermont,
Vermont Community

Garden Network, and the

I\

)|

ARR’S

BUILDERS, INC.

802-226-7561
Proctorsville, VT
www.barrsbuilders.com

General Contracting
Construction

Excavating

participation
of UVM Ex-
tension Master
Gardeners and
Master Com-
posters.  Seeds
are available to
garden mem-
bers  through
our small seed
library.

The small
fee per plot/per
year includes the use of all
garden tools, hoses, carts,
water, compost, some seeds,
and other materials. To sign
up and reserve a plot, please
send an email with your full
name, address, and phone
number to Colleen Dooley,
colluvs2ski64@gmail.com.
A reply will be sent to all
who contact us. Scholarship

Produce harvested from the garden.

Community

PHOTO PROVIDED

plots are available upon re-
quest. Plots and raised beds
are available on a first come,
first serve basis.

For more information,
or to schedule a visit to the
garden, please call Colleen
at 267-082-2046. You can
also find the “Ludlow Area
Community Garden” page
on Facebook.

Spots open for
weatherization
training at SEVCA

WESTMINSTER, Vt. -
Southeastern Vermont
Community Action Inc.
(SEVCA) is teaming up
with Vermont Adult Learn-
ing to offer a free, two-week
long, hands-on training to
introduce weatherization as
a career. The training will
be on site at the SEVCA
main office in Westminster,
Vt., from March 18-27.

Energy Works trainings
are for individuals aged 17
and older, who are seeking a
great job and want to learn
more about how to start a
career in the green energy
sector. Following comple-

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand . Gravel . Stone
Shurpac - Topsoil - Fill

5,000 Ib. Hydraulic
Hammer for
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

tion of this training, partic-
ipants will have gained vital
skills, and may also be able
to immediately start with
SEVCA as a weatherization
technician.

“This is a demanding job
working in all weather, all
year round, but individuals
who are willing to learn can
move up after gaining some
experience in the industry;’
said Vic Baisley, SEVCAs
director of weatherization.
“We are always looking to
find more people who are
interested in working in
this field” With additional
experience and training,
many technicians are able
move into roles such as
crew leader, energy auditor,
and eventually to quality
control inspectors.

Participants in Energy
Works trainings will re-
ceive a $500 stipend upon
completion of the weather-
ization training. Individu-
als who enter the weath-
erization field following
the training will receive an
additional $500 after 60
days of employment. For
more information about
the program, contact Haley
Stephen at 802-560-4036 or
hstephen@vtadultlearnig.
org, or visit www.energy-
worksvermont.org.
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“An Evening of
Circus and Song” and
“Ourself™ at Next Stage

PUTNEY, Vt. - Next
Stage Arts is thrilled to
present “Soaring: An Eve-
ning of Circus and Song,
featuring soprano-aerialist
Elizabeth Wohl, pianist
Ivan Tan, and special guest
artists on Saturday, March
16, at 4 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.,
at Next Stage Arts.

Prepare to be enchanted
as Wohl, a professional,
classically-trained  opera
singer, combines her vocal
prowess with breathtaking
aerial acrobatics. Known
for her innovative interpre-
tations of classical music,
Wohl will perform a rep-
ertoire that includes works
by Mozart, Gounod, Bizet,
and Vermont composer
Gwyneth Walker, accom-
panied by the skilled pia-
nist Ivan Tan.

Wohl’s unique approach
to opera involves incorpo-
rating aerial acrobatics into

March 17, at 7 p.m. The
performance will be held
at Next Stage Arts. Tickets
are discounted in advance
at www.nextstagearts.org;
there is also a livestream
option. Next Stage will pro-
vide a beer, wine, and cock-
tail cash bar.

Introducing to the Ver-
mont area, for the very
first time, the music from
their Grammy-nominated
record “Ourself, Behind
Ourself Concealed,” classi-
cal virtuosos Tasha Warren
(clarinet and bass clarinet)
and Dave Eggar (cello)
invite the audience on a
captivating musical odys-
sey through the realms of
classical, jazz, tango, and
beyond. Joining forces
with the duo is the excep-
tional Martha Redbone,
who brings her distinctive
blend of folk, gospel, and
blues, accompanied by the

two complementary in-
struments. The result is
an explosion of beauty,
power, joy, ecstasy, isola-
tion, and unity; unique-
ly inspired by personal
narrative, identity, and
the time in which they
were written.

Next Stage Arts is lo-
cated at 15 Kimball Hill
in Putney, Vt. For ticket
information for either
show, visit www.next-
stagearts.org, or contact
the box office at info@
nextstagearts.org or 802-
387-0102.
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“Arsenic and Old Lace”

presented by SHS

SPRINGFIELD,
Vt. - The Spring-
field High School
Theater Depart-
ment presents
“Arsenic and Old
Lace” by Joseph
Kesselring.  Per-
formances  will
be at the Spring-
field High School
Auditorium  on
Friday, March 8,
at 7 p.m.; Satur-
day, March 9, at
7 p.m.; and Sun-
day, March 10, at
2 p.m. Admission
is by donation.
If you have any
questions, please
call 802-885-

Springfield High School Theater Department pres-
ents “Arsenic and Old Lace.”

elderly aunts’
window  seat.
Mortimer
rushes to tell
Abby and Mar-
tha before they
stumble upon
the body them-
selves, only to
learn that the
two old wom-
en aren’t just
aware of the
dead man in
their parlor -
they killed
him. Between
his aunts’ pen-
chant for poi-
soning  wine,
a brother who
thinks he’s
Teddy Roos-
evelt, and an-

PHOTO PROVIDED

Wild Goose

7954, or email Rebecca
Skrypeck at rskrypeck@

Players present

ssdvt.org. Check out
the theater department’s
Facebook page, “SHS
Theater Dept”

Drama critic Mor-
timer Brewster’s engage-

other brother using plastic
surgery to hide from the
police - not to mention
Mortimer’s own hesitancy
about marriage - it'll be a
miracle if Mortimer makes
it to his wedding. “Arsenic
and Old Lace” is a classic

“Fiddler on the

ment announcement is

well-loved arias, creating
a mesmerizing and unfor-
gettable experience. Her
original aerial choreogra-
phy enhances the inherent
dramatic arcs of each piece,
captivating audiences and
inspiring wonder, delight,
and awe.

Wohl’s one-woman show,
“Three French Birds,” fea-
turing her aerial arias, has
been showcased at pres-
tigious events such as the
Providence Fringe Festival.
She has also performed at
concerts, nonprofit fund-
raising events, and wed-
dings throughout the New
England region. As a solo-
ist, Wohl has graced the
stages with the Friends
of Music at Guilford, the
Keene Chorale, and the
Windham  Philharmonic,
showcasing her versatility
as an artist.

Keith Marks, execu-
tive director of Next Stage
Arts, expresses excitement
about presenting Wohl’s
groundbreaking work, stat-
ing, “Operatic aria while
performing circus aerial -
that’s something that you
don’t get the chance to see
every day. Were excited
about the opportunity to
present Elizabeth Wohl’s
new work, supporting an
artist from our region as
they make their mark in
the broader regional arts
landscape.”

Advance ticketing closes
two hours before showtime.

Next Stage Arts will also
present the Vermont pre-
mier of works from Tasha
Warren and Dave Eggar’s
Grammy-nominated  al-
bum “Ourself, Behind Our-
self Concealed,” on Sunday,

«
FOOD SHELF™

BLACK RIVER GOOD
NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday,

10 AM-3 PM

Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

“Ue are here to help”

Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

masterful guitar virtuoso
Phil Faconti. Together they
create  an unforgettable
evening, weaving an im-
mersive tapestry of musical
storytelling that promises
to be a unique and enrich-
ing experience.

“Ourself, Behind Our-
self Concealed,” released in
2022, presents world pre-
mieres of chamber works
by six of today’s most dy-
namic and influential com-
posers: Nathalie Joachim,
Paquito D'Rivera, Meg
Okura, Martha Redbone,
Pascal Le Boeuf, and Cor-
nelius Boots. As the world
simultaneously stood still
and transformed across
the globe, these six pieces
came into the world during
the pandemic lockdown in
2020-2021, each emerg-
ing as a reflection of our
complex global landscape.
From the Far East, to the
Haitian Caribbean, to the
plains of Africa, journey-
ing through Cuba to New
York, tales whisper and
weave to form a beauti-
ful and poignant collision
of genres. These stunning
new works come to life on
the contemporary classi-
cal music stage by way of
the shape-shifting, chame-
leon-like natures of these

Roof”

upended when he dis-
covers a corpse in his

BELLOWS FALLS,
Vt. - Spring is approach-
ing, and with it the next
major musical from Wild
Goose Players and local
sponsors M&T Bank,
Mascoma Bank, Spring-
field Printing Corp,
James and James Plumb-
ing and Heating, Laval-
ley’s Building Supply, and
Hamshaw Lumber. This
April, don’t miss “Fiddler
on the Roof” at the Bel-
lows Falls Opera House.

The Opera House is
a local landmark, and
the annual major musi-
cal from Wild Goose a
perennial favorite. This
year, David Stern, who
typically directs these
productions, will be tak-
ing on the role of Tevye
the dairyman, and Dom-
inic DiBennedetto, typi-
cally a performer, will be
directing. The scenery
and costumes have been
underway for months,
and the cast and crew are
pulling out all the stops
to bring this masterpiece
to life.

“Fiddler” was the first

Black River &\ ,/4
Memory Cafe

Support for caregivers and their loved ones
living with Dementia or Alzheimer’s
The second Thursday of each month at:

The Ludlow United Church
48 Pleasant Street, Ludlow, VT

Meeting time: 11 AM —1 PM
Free for all to attend, snacks included.

For information contact: Vicki @ 802-376-3388 or
Krey @ 802-228-3663

*A program of Black River Good Neighbor Services*

and their loved enes can socialize, listen to music, play
games and enjoy otfien appropriate activities.

284 River Street * Sprindfield, VT « 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing
Gift Certificates Available

black comedy about the
only thing more deadly
than poison: family.

musical in history to sur-
pass 3,000 performances,
winning nine Tony Awards,
including best musical,
score, book, direction, and
choreography, and spawned
five Broadway revivals and
a highly successful 1971
film adaptation. A favorite
of young and old alike, the
musical’s universal theme
of tradition cuts across bar-
riers of race, class, nation-
ality, and religion, leaving
audiences crying tears of
laughter, joy, and sadness.
Shows run April 5, 6, 7,

11,12, and 13.

Tickets are on sale now,
and are available through
the Bellows Falls Opera
House, www.bellowsfall-
soperahouse.com/special-
events. Call 802-376-4761
for further information and
group discount rates.

MARY W DAVIS

REALTOR & ASSOCIATES

KNOWLEDGE YOU CAN TRUST

FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE SALES
AND SEASONAL RENTALS

info@davisandcompany.com
www.okemorealestate.com
802.228.8811

TO BUY AND SELL WITH CONFIDENCE.

h 1 -” I
ISCOV RYOUR'

P&M Auto & Service

201 5 Dodge Ram

Diesel
4 Door
9 iy —  Fully Loaded
2 fesmmasyl  Cruise Control
— 4x4

1 201 5 Subaru Legacy
R AWD
4 Door

Auto

Fully Loaded

280 River Street, Springfield U Laranteed
802-885-4963 Credit Approval
802-885-6200
I 2016 Kia Sedona 11 2017 Infinity QX-60 J
1 Minivan T 1 AWD 4z
2 2 Leather j j Fully Loaded
Fully Loaded 1 Leather
[ |
il
m om m ks s s E .

-

2020 Kia Optima ¥

Fully Loaded
Bluetooth
Great on Gas

2017 Volkswagen Tlguan !

Limited
Fully Loaded
4x4

Our Doctors of Audiology keep up with the
latest technology and our research-driven
practices provide the best possible outcomes
in the treatment of hearing loss. Were proud
to offer personalized, patient-centered care.

Early Bird Specials

52000 $‘|6oo

SHRIMP & JR. PRIME

SCALLOPS RIB
4 BROILED
OR FRIED
4:00 pm - 5:30 pm
Monday - Friday. Excludes Holidays
I

11:45-9 Mon-Sat and 12-8 Sun’
Now Taking Reservations

We look forward to hearing from you!
Brattleboro, VT - 802-254-3922
Swanzey, NH - 603-354-3325
Greenfield, MA - 413-773-5119

www.BrattleboroHearing.com

All Meals are Served with
House Salad, Caesar Salad,
or Veggie of the Day
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SUMMER CAMPS

Bethany Birches offers

summer camps

PLYMOUTH, Vt. -
There are a range of sum-
mer camps offered at
Bethany Birches Camp
(BBC) this year.

Day camp, for children
6-10, is similar to resident
camp, but everything is
scaled for the age. Activi-
ties include shorter hikes,
activity  blocks, crafts,
and more. Your child will
learn how to make and
keep great friends, con-
flict management, basic
outdoor living skills, and
Jesus' model of treating
others with love and re-
spect.

Launch Half, for chil-
dren 7-10, is for children
ready to try the sleep-
away camp experience
for two nights. Parents
are welcome to join in
Tuesday evening for din-
ner and sharing about the
week. Launch Full is for
campers who are ready for
the full experience of four
nights at camp. This eases
campers into the full week
experience.

Coreisforages8-12,and
includes a week of over-
night camp featuring all of
our favorites: mud pit, slip

and slide, meals cooked over
a fire, rock climbing, fishing,
waterslide, boating, crafts,
tree houses, and more.
Summit is for ages 12-16.
Summit Mid is for middle
school age campers who
love camp, but are looking
for something new. Unique
to this week are the all camp
creek hike, the cardboard
boat race, middle school
madness, and the famous
Shindig. Summit High is a
pinnacle experience. You'll
get to participate in pro-
grams specially designed
for you, including more
free time, Iron Chef, Coffee
House, Barn Party, and all
camp capture the flag.
Lastly, Leadership is
for ages 14-16. Leaders in
Training (LIT) is a new pro-
gram that combines the best
of crew and internship. This
program is perfect for teen
campers who are interested
in being a part of traditional
camp fun - cooking over a
fire, swimming in a pond,
etc. — while also experienc-
ing the other side of camp.
This weeklong program
includes service projects
around camp, faith-focused
discussions, team building,

and an opportunity to
continue to participate
in what you love about
BBC.

The Counselor in
Training (CIT) program
is the second step in the
leadership programs of-
fered at BBC, for teens
15-16 years old interest-
ed in not only develop-
ing leadership skills and
growing their faith in
God, but who also hope
to someday be on staff at
BBC. This two-week pro-
gram starts with a week
of training from BBC
staff and guest speakers.
Training is focused on
leadership, faith, service,
and learning specific
skills required to be a
counselor at BBC. The
second week transitions
to CITs working in the
shelters with campers
alongside a current BBC
counselor. This is the
first step toward joining
the BBC summer staff.
‘We must receive your ap-
plication by May 31.

For more information
on any camp offerings,
visit www.bethanybirch-
es.org.

MSA to offer summer

theater camps

SAXTONS RIVER,
Vt. - Main Street Arts
(MSA) is going to be of-
fering two summer camp
programs: Trish Roberts’
Wildbrook Forest Theater
Camp, and The Un-Lost
Island of Atlantis with
Putnam Smith. No theater
experience is necessary,
and no audition will be
required. Space is limited,
with slots available by sign
up on a first-come, first-
served basis.

The camps will explore
how to deeply connect to
the natural world and to
each other through story-
telling and imaginary play.

The Wildbrook Forest
camp will run June 24-28,
from 9 am. - 3 p.m. The
camp is open to students
8-12 years old. Roberts
will bring students into

the Vermont Academy for-
est (located behind MSA) to
play theater games. Students
will play theater games (in-
cluding lots of improv), learn
theater warm-ups for voices
and bodies, sing, tell stories,
explore and play in the for-
est, and rehearse for the fi-
nal performance. Students
will also work on character
building activities, various
acting techniques, and set
and costume design. The
final performance will take
place in the woods on Thurs-
day, June 27, at 3 p.m., with a
rain date of Friday, June 28,
at 3 p.m. Be prepared for a
10-minute walk.

The second camp will
run from Aug. 5-17, from
9 am. - 12 p.m., Monday-
Friday, at MSA. On the un-
lost island of Atlantis, two
rival groups of explorers will

Green Mountain
Conservation Camps

REGION - If you are
12-14 years old and want
to learn about Vermonts
wildlife and gain outdoor
skills, consider attending
one of the Vermont Fish
and Wildlife Department’s
Green Mountain Conser-
vation Camps (GMCC)
this summer. If you are a

GMCC alum 16 or younger,
consider coming back to
camp.

The one-week camp pro-
grams are held at Lake Bo-
moseen in Castleton, and
Buck Lake in Woodbury.
Campers  participate  in
hands-on learning about
fish and wildlife conserva-

C ommunity OrenteS

omm

/3,\{? Bcthang Birches Camp

WHO WE ARE A community of love where kids are nurtured
and encouraged. A really fun place where the wilderness
around us is explored. A place to meet & develop faith in Jesus.
Located in the heart of the Green Mountains in Plymouth, Vt.
Offering week long overnight and day camps for ages 6-16, and
leadership sessions for ages 14-16.

SLIDING SCALE PRICING FROM $135 - $685 FOR A WEEK OF
CAMP MAKES CAMP AFFORDABLE FOR ALL

802-672-5220 * www.bethanybirches.org/summer-camps

uncover the mysteries of
this deserted island and
win out as the true dis-
coverer. Smith will lead
students through theater
games,  trust-building
exercises, and lessons in
stage combat and physi-
cal comedy; participants
will work together to
bring this action-packed
comedy to life. The pro-
gram will result in a fully
costumed performance
on MSASs main stage. The
performances will be on
Friday, Aug. 16, at 7 p.m.;
and Saturday, Aug. 17, at
4 p.m.and 7 p.m.

MSA is located at 35
Main Street in Saxtons
River. For more informa-
tion and to register, please
visit www.mainstreetarts.
org/camps.html or email
info@mainstreetarts.org.

tion, ecology, forestry,
orienteering, safe firearm
and archery techniques,
swimming, canoeing,
fishing, and more. Natu-
ral resource professionals
come to the camp to share
information on their pro-
grams and take campers
out for field activities.

“An important take-
away message and
common theme dur-
ing the week is that
conserving and man-
aging habitat will help
ensure Vermont will
have fish and wildlife
in the future,” said fish
and wildlife educa-
tion specialist Hannah
Phelps.

Conservation Camps
open June 16, and con-
tinue until Aug. 16.
Tuition for the week
includes food, lodg-
ing, and equipment.
Financial assistance is
available.

Information and reg-
istration are available at
www.vtfishandwildlife.
com. For more infor-
mation, contact FW-
GMCC@vermont.gov,
or call 802-522-2925.
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Weathersfield PTO
Comedy Night

fundraising event

CLAREMONT, N.H. -
Weathersfields PTO has
organized a Comedy Night
fundraiser for March 16,
at 7 p.m., at The Common
Man Restaurant, located
in Claremont, N.H., at 16
Mill Road. This is an 18
years and older event. The
comedians performing are
Drew Dunn and Kelly Mac-
Farland.

Drew Dunn is a stand-up
comedian who has quickly
made a name for himself
with his quick wit, great
voices, and unique point of
view. After winning mul-
tiple international comedy
festivals, Drew was featured
as a New Face of Comedy at
the Just for Laughs Festival
in Montreal in 2019.

Drew now headlines
comedy clubs across the
US. and Canada, along
with performing regularly
around New York City. You

can also catch him on tour
with Dane Cook, or online
in his various content that
earns millions of views.
Kelly MacFarland is a
stand-up comedian, writer,
and actress. She has an ex-
tensive resume, including
comedy clubs, theaters,
colleges, festivals, films,
television appearances, and
entertaining U.S. troops
overseas. Kelly has ap-
peared on Comedy Central,
NBC’s “Last Comic Stand-
ing” “Up Early Tonight”
on Hulu, Prime Video,
and Denis Learys Comics
Come Home. She has sev-
eral comedy albums avail-
able on iTunes, and can be
heard on SiriusXM. For all
things Kelly, visit www.kel-
lymacfarland.com.

Tickets are available via
cash or check by email-
ing wsptocomedy@gmail.
com; via Venmo @WSP-

TO; via CheddarUp on the
Weathersfield Schools PTO
Comedy Night Facebook
page; or at the door.

“We wanted to do some-
thing different and fun to
raise money for our great
school community. Com-
edy is a fantastic way to
bring people together,
laugh, and relax. These co-
medians are talented, and
we are lucky that they are
spending an evening in our
area. So, book your babysit-
ters and join us for a funny
night out on the town,” says
Comedy Night Committee
Chair Meredith Kelley.

The event will also fea-
ture a raffle and game that
all can participate in with a
small donation.

Proceeds from this event
will support Weathersfield
School's PTO mission to
support students, faculty,
and staff.

A celebration of featured
movies filmed in Vermont -

LONDONDERRY, Vt. -
A consortium of the Friends
of the West River Trail and
the Historical Societies of
Londonderry and Weston
banded together to pres-
ent a celebration of feature
movies filmed in Vermont.
It began with a presenta-
tion by Amanda Gustin, a
speaker from the Vermont
Humanities Council, and
on the staff of the Vermont
Historical Society, on how
Hollywood has portrayed
Vermont.

Now it’s time to start
showing the films she ref-
erenced — and more. Here’s
the spring lineup.

Sugar House Open D;;il}-‘:-'
802-952-9570

In Chester, take Route:11} A
East for 1/2 Mile. Take ==
Right onto Green Mtn, '

Turnpike. We're the firsts S5
house on the left! ;

° 5 :.:_' - =
Mitch’s Maples™
Pure Vermont Maple P_i"o‘duc

Ay

On March 21, we will
be showing “The Trouble
with Harry” The trouble
with Harry is that he’s dead
- and half the town thinks
they've accidentally offed
him. A rare, straight com-
edy from director Alfred
Hitchcock, filmed in north-
ern Vermont in 1955.

Then, on April 25, join
us for “Hallelujah the Hills,”
a gloriously funny and far-
out farce about two great
big overgrown boy scouts,
who pratfall in love with
the same girl - who dumps
them both. Filmed partly
right here in Londonderry,
in 1963.

Our Own
Maple Syrup
Maple Cream

Member VMSMA

Finally, on may May 16,
we will show “Baby Boom,”
a romantic comedy about
the “Tiger Lady” of Wall
Street (Diane Keaton) who
is “gifted” an infant, and
winds up trading her ca-
reer for motherhood, love,
and applesauce in Vermont.
“Baby Boom” was largely
filmed in Peru.

All films will be shown
at the South Londonderry
Depot, on Route 100, at 7
p-m. There will be no cost
to attend; donations will
be accepted and shared be-
tween the three sponsoring
organizations.

Hope to see you there.

Noel Hoffmann

Dog Training and Behavioral Consulting.
The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly...
It is all behavior. And all behavior can be changed.

-Positive, science based training
- Private, personalized instruction.

The Basics. For those who want a simplified course....
Name recognition, sit, down, come, stay, go for a walk...that’s it!

www.NoelHoffmann.com - Go to my Services page for more information.
Westminster, Vermont, Exit 5 off of [-91. 802 375-5560

APDT, CPDT-KA, KPA-CTP, IAABC-CDBC, Fear Free.

¥

Phil Denu

Text or Call
(802)-289-9787

New to our team
and local to you

pdenu@wwbuilding.com

wwhbvuilding.com
hello@wwbvuilding.com

e

WW Building Supply

Big projects or small improvements,
we’re ready to help!

Send us a project question! We
have the knowledge and
customer service you want. We
provide the right solutions and
we want to build relationships
within our community.

Do T B
Local::.

Newfane
(802) 365-4333

Wilmington
(802) 464-3022
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PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY SO WE CAN CONTACT THE WINNER! Do you have any food allergies?
Name:

Town:

Phone: Age:

EASTER EGG HUNT! Locate all five Easter Eggs below on a different

page in the paper, and write down what page you found them on:

DESIGN YOUR OWN EASTER EGGS

Fill out your name, age, town, and phone number. P.O. Box 228, Ludlow, VT 05149 by March 25,
Complete any or all of the activities on both sides of this 2024 for a chance to win an Easter Basket! All
page, including the Easter Egg Hunt. entries must be received by mail. Two winners

Tear out this page and mail it to The Vermont Journal, will be notified by phone.

Biscotti &
Chocolates .
Handmade Gf’_“t_ Tina’s Hallmark

- ,G:‘ 3 The helpful place. ' o

) i %‘ 362 RIVER RD WHllow Barm

802-885-8564
vittl9@vermontel.net

Books - Toys - GIFTS
: & SPRINGFIELD Grooming * Retail Shop * Overnight Boarding * Daycare Shop our Gifts and Cards 32 Square,
185 Main Street 802-886-2288 Open Mon-Fri 8-6 and Sat 9-2 2 Chester Road, Bellows Falls, VT
Ludlow, VT Open Dail #21 Route 106 www.willowfarmvermont.com Suite 7 _ _
popsbcvt@gmail.com P Y North Springfield, Vermont 0510 802-886-5000 Springfield, VT 05156 802-463-9404

Happy Easter! ‘%;. é HUNTLEY

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Providing discreet financial advice to our community for over 20 years

B s

1073 AUTO 3441 VTRT 10
Heads Up Motorsport Chester, VT 05143
thanne@route103auto.cor

802-228-5774

802-875-8103 116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

802-885-3191

48 Main Street, Chester, VT

‘omprchen

[ ] Like us on Facebook
S Oral Wellness !
www.DrChristopherFauver.com

‘Member FINRA/SIPC
Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

GREATER FALLS | | &g s memntees | Bueiyone is Peauliful

INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996 nEPnT HDME EENTER

We Only Make it Obvious
SPRING LAWN & GARDEN NEEDS ) . -
LUMBER, BUILDING MATERIALS, HARDWARE, TOOLS Enjoy the Winter Carnival!
Home ¢ Auto « Farm « Business PAINT SHOP & SUPPLIES

Motorcycle « Recreational Vehicles

Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners 4 802-875-3900
7190 US Route 5 Westminster, VT 05158 Box 390, 56 Depot St. » Charlestown, NH 03603 20 O 0 ka 22 Avon Road
Tel: 603-826-3251 » Fax: 603-826-5336 S h VT

802-463-1900 - www.greaterfallsinsurance.com Open 7 Days a Week Doy Sy Salon Chester,

T
I-We YHERE ""M - Breakfast & Lunch

glgg Shop at your
[ N e Local Hardware Store! e
3 NMLlsg17096r5IGC|lSenio?Loa%sfficer Hardware = Lumber s KifChen = More , : SDH'H Beer & Wlne
D802-975-0350 Evblodget@primelending.com ; VERMONT

V / 182 Pleasant St. _{ |LIQUOR STORE | § 802-824-4556
s LB B Y L= Ludlow, VT 05149 CONVENIEN ; Londonderry, VT
EUE!ING SUPPLY, INC. (802) 228-4665 | ( ( Open Mon-Fri 7-6

Open Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat 7-3 P e a:{)g% Sat 8-5, Closed Sun

'\{I/j www.vbprimelending.com

Your Home Loan Lender of Choice
126 Main St #1C - . {, Q
Ludlow, VT 05149 Primelending

o) e vongbonr Pt oning oo 612 vt . DB VLT

AUTO REPAIRS 74 YERMONT B02.226.1234

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED .
101 Main Street

TOD B},Okerage ~Ludlow,VTOS149
802-722-4200 The #1 Real Estate Company in the U.S 1BLAUTA L Al

6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158 inman 2023
Open Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:00, Closed Weekends 29 Locust Hill Rd, Ludlow | 802-228-8877

o StateFarm®

HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION

A Cut Above in Local Knowledge

COMPLETE SEPTIC SYSTEM MANAGEMENT
(1775, BIG OR SMALL WE PUMP IT ALL!

@)

StoneHouse Technology

: Jerry Farnum, Agent
Local solution pr or Audic , Networking, and

802-885-2939
jerry.farnum.elar@statefarm.com

SEPTIC SERVICE
13 Clinton St. Springfield, VT A»

AN 802-463-9444

Thank you for your loyalty. We appreciate you. Westminster, VT  www.hestsepticvt.net ¢ bestseptic@gmail.com
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23 Maple Street, Chester

802-875-2008
endlesscreationspottery.com

Visittyour/ LocallSugar House)

820 Route 100 North | Ludlow, VT
800-643-9338 | www.gmsh.com | Like us on Facebook

BREWFEST Celt Beer
BEVERAGE Liquor

LupLow, vt

Take GOOD

[0 -V-I‘, g ; }=
€ Vg Y

EER Home!

802-228-4261

% i

Where Books Find Readers!

136 Main Street, Ludlow, VT 05149
802-228-3238 www.thebooknookvt.com

CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS!

5 River Road, Claremont, NH
www.cdjrofclaremont.com

603-543-0188

Do

. GAMEBIR

EAT - DRINK - PLAY |

Dy ey  MARY

>

"I

Hey Kids!
Complete this

Caster Activity Page

for a chance to win an Easter Basket full of
festive goodies just in time for the Spring Holiday

o

W DAVIS

REALTOR & ASSOCIATES

info@davisandcompany.com - 802-228-8811
www.okemorealestate.com

ho &

MATCH HALVES

Have a
Happy Easter!

Ludlow Insurance Agency, Inc.
802-228-8823
150 Main St, Ludlow, VT

SHOP
LOCAL

Come Visit Our
Farmstand For A
Taste Of Vermont

palllen
BrOS
FARM MARKET

OPEN 7 DAYS 6:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Exit 5 off 1-91¢ Rte 5 South * Westminster, VT
802 722-3395 « www.allenbrothersfarms.com

B < "ETON'S STOR]
gl SINGLE RE
¥ WHISKEY - GUNS - AMMO

802-226-7666 | 356 Main St, Proctorsville, VT

KOKOPRILLI’S

hz A ~ = 4 Atkinson St. Bellows Falls, VT ~

= 802-732-8267
kkpelli43@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook at Kokopelli’s LLC

CRYSTALS - GEMSTONES - JEWELRY - HANDBAGS
SOUTHWESTERN RUGS - DECOR
CANDLES - INCENSE - SAGE BUNDLES

NOBODY HAS MORE INVENTORY!

ora,

Ford of Claremont
FordOfClaremont.com 603-542-9800

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS

|© OQUARTERS Qg™
| "FORMEN |

ll Owner/ Operator

WE VALUE %
OUR YOUTH i

By preventing first-time substance use and misuse
among youth, we increase the overall health and well-
being of our community. Find out how you can help!

CET INVOLVED # JOIN THE COALITION
visit www. braccvt.org for more information

WALK-INS ONLY— |
Tue,Thur & Fri Wed Saturday |
S Qgm.Spm  9am-12 7:30-12 ||}

802-885-9595

Springfield Shopping Plaza ‘
Springfield, Vermont 05156 §

Valari Freeborne

i e s i

J&F FARDWARE

Dojt
Ly
HARDWARE, PAINT, HOUSEWARES, ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING ]kst

Shop at
socat v Sore

(802) 463-4140
www.JandHHardware.doitbest.com
20 The Square, Bellows Falls, VT
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