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Town Meeting voting results

Andover

Add short-term rentals to
conditional use? — No

Town budget,
$1,136,327.92 — Yes

Cavendish

Selectboard, one year -
Shannon Devereux

Article 2, tax collection —
Yes

Article 3, town budget,
$2,456,889.39 — Yes

Article 4, cannabis retail-
ers — Yes

Article 5, Australian ballot
for future town budgets -
Yes

Article 6, Australian bal-
lot for future public ques-
tions — Yes

Article 7, tax exemption
for Black River Health Cen-
ter — Yes

Article 8, tax exemption
for Fletcher Farm Founda-

tion - Yes

Article 9, tax exemption
for Cavendish Fire Depart-
ment - Yes

Article 10, tax exemption
for Proctorsville Fire De-
partment - Yes

Chester

Selectboard, one year -
Arianna Knapp, Tim Roper

GMUSD directors - Casey
Leahy, Tuckerman Wun-
derle

Article 1, GMUSD budget,
$17,440,030 - No

Article 2, Green Mountain
Turnpike culvert replace-
ment - Yes

Article 3, new dump truck
and chipper for highway
department -Yes

Article 4, new ambu-
lance - Yes

Article 5, town budget,
$3,975,784 - Yes

Article 6-18, various hu-
man services funding - Yes

Ludlow

Selectboard, one year -
Scott Baitz, Noah Schmidt

Ludlow Mount Holly
School District budget,
$9,134,520 - No

Improvements to Ludlow
and Mount Holly Schools,
$9,268,045 - No

Article 5, general fund
budget, $4,684,819 - Yes

Article 6, capital fund
for  equipment/building
maintenance and program
funding, $225,500 - Yes

Article 7, funding for
MOOver, $7,250 - Yes

Article 8, property tax ex-
emption for Fletcher Farm
Foundation - Yes

Londonderry
Bond vote

Miss Bellows Falls

update

BY JOE MILLIKEN
The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Progress on the Miss Bel-
lows Falls Diner restoration
project is building momen-
tum, as the local nonprofit
Rockingham For Progress
(RFP) continues to move
forward with both the new
design for the diner, as well
as local fundraising and
grant-writing efforts.

Located near The Square
in downtown Bellows Falls,
the landmark eatery has
been closed for several
years, but is now in the pro-
cess of being fully restored
with the help and hard work
of many people within the
community.

In December of 2002, lo-
cal residents Charlie Hunter
and Jeff Dunbar started dis-
cussing the idea of reviving
the diner as a community-
supported enterprise. Be-
ing a RFP board member,
Hunter discussed the idea
with RFP President Bonnie
North, who also liked the
idea and agreed that RFP
was the appropriate entity
to take on the project and
make it happen.

After substantial work
with a group that included
the diner owner, as well
as Brian Doyle from the
Preservation Trust, and re-
nowned diner restoration
expert Richard J. S. Gut-
man, a plan was devised
so that RFP would become
owners of the diner and
leaders in the restoration
project.

After having already re-
ceived grants from the Pres-
ervation Trust of Vermont,
the State of Vermont De-
partment of Environmental
Conservation, and a Paul
Bruhn Historic Revitaliza-
tion Grant, RFP hired a
project manager, Andrew
Dey, and also brought in
architectural designer Ra-
phael Rosner of Austin De-
sign Cooperative to create
the conceptual design of the
renovation project.

The project will include
the restoration of the din-
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Design concept for the Miss Bellows Falls diner. Photo in-

dicates building massing, not the final design.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY ROCKINGHAM FOR PROGRESS

ing car itself, plus a redesign
and rebuild of the kitchen,
dining area, and bathroom
addition to better support
the successful operation of
the diner. The new design
will add 20 additional seats,
including outdoor seating,
and the original “barrel-
roofed” diner will be trans-
ported offsite while the new
construction is built.

RFP raised an impressive
$175,000 for the project in
2023, and to keep on track,
are looking to raise an ad-
ditional $75,000 this year.
They also continue to work
closely with both the Ver-
mont Preservation Trust
and Brattleboro Area De-
velopment Corp for direc-
tion about additional grant
and fundraising options.

Additionally, the com-
munity and local businesses
have really stepped up to the
plate, donating their time,
money, materials, and store
fronts to contribute to the
fundraising efforts. RFP has
also set up a website to fuel
the project, where anyone
interested in supporting the
efforts can order high-qual-
ity, locally-sourced items
made or designed by sup-
porters of the project.

For example, Grace and
Miss Mouse Soap Company
has created a “Miss Bellows
Falls” handcrafted soap
pack for the cause, while
Halladay’s Harvest Barn
has put together a “Diner
Box” of their hand-blended
specialty dip and seasoning
blends, and Lydia Daum
of Amar&Riley designed a
pin that is cast out of brass
with an antique silver fin-
ish and inlaid with enamel.
Of course, you can always
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go with the classic “Miss
Bellows Falls” diner mug.

“The community has
just been so supportive,
and this project is a big
lift for our little town,”
Hunter said in a recent
interview. “There are
many residents and busi-
nesses contributing their
time and resources, such
as Studio 92 hair salon
displaying our items for
sale, and the Little Art
Supply Store offering
to be a ‘pick up spot” so
people have the option
of picking up their items

downtown, and Thad
and Jan Guild of TMG
Enterprises donating

their drilling equipment
so we could get soil test
samples needed for the
new kitchen area.

“It’s really great to see
so many people coming
together and chipping in
to help build something
that will improve our
community”

Moving forward, de-
signer Raphael Rosner
will be discussing the
conceptual design of the
new Miss Bellows Falls
Diner on March 28, at
the Rockingham Free
Public Library. Addition-
ally, on May 15, the Bel-
lows Falls Opera House
will be offering a special
showing of the 1982 film
“Diner;” starring Kevin
Bacon, Mickey Rourke,
and Ellen Barkin. For
more information about
the Miss Bellows Falls
Diner and to support the
project, visit www.miss-
bellowsfalls.com or www.
rockinghamforprogress.
org.
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Article 1, north village
community wastewater
project funding - Yes

Article 2, south village
community wastewater
project funding - Yes

Mount Holly
Ludlow Mount Holly
School District  budget,

$9,134,520 - No

Improvements to Ludlow
and Mount Holly Schools,
$9,268,045 - No

Article 3A, general fund
budget, $539,690 - Yes

Article 3B, highway fund,
$460,700 - Yes

Article 4, asset/equipment
fund, $75,000 - Yes

Article 5, Mount Holly
Fire Department budget,
vehicle replacement fund,
$149,600 - Yes

Article 6, Mount Holly
Town Library budget,
$12,000 - Yes

Article 7-10, social servic-
es funding - Yes

Green on Main
halfway mark

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Transforming the green
space at 77 Main Street
in Springfield into a wel-
coming place for all is
moving forward with
awesome community
support through dona-
tions at www.patronicity.
com/green. The Green
on Main project is being
funded by a matching
two-to-one grant from
Better Places, a Vermont
funding source. Our goal
is to raise $20,000, which
will generate another

Article 10, increase select-
board from three members
to five - No

Plymouth

Article 2, social services
funding, $13,491 - Yes

Article 3, town budget,
$1,621,159 - Yes

Article 4, establish bridge
repair reserve fund - Yes

Article 5, selectboard pay,
amended, raised to $1,500/
yr per member - Yes

Article 6, exempt Bethany
Birches Camp from taxes —
Yes

Rockingham
Article 5, BFEUHS budget,
$7,941,496 — No

Springfield
Selectboard — Tara Chase,
Michael Schmitt

Article 4, town budget,
$15,009,263 - Yes

Article 5, road/sidewalk
improvement budget,

$875,000 - Yes

Article 6, sidewalk re-
construction budget,
$100,000 - Yes

Article 12, Springfield
Town School District bud-
get, $39,839,625 - No

Article 13-27, social ser-
vices funding - Yes

Weston

Selectboard, three years -
Jim Linville

Selectboard, two years —
Chris Morrow

Selectboard, one year -
Howie Brosseau

Article 5, addition of two
bays at town garage — Yes

Articles 6-13 were includ-
ed in the town budget or
highway budget; all passed

Article 16, social services
funding (included in town
budget) - Yes

Article 20, general fund
budget, $720,089 - Yes

Article 21, highway fund
budget, $955,688 - Yes

reaches

$40,000 from Better Places.
The online funding period
ends April 5. We have a few
weeks to make our goal, and
with your support we can do
it.

Phase one was completed
in the fall of 2023, with the
removal of the old bushes,
shrubs, and a dying tree. The
ground is ready for some-
thing new to happen. Plans
are in place for an accessible
walkway from the sidewalk,
an 18-foot patio with pav-
ers to allow rain water to
be absorbed, benches, and

gardens with native plants.
Imagine taking a lunch break
just doors from your work
place, or having coffee with
friends, or just finding a qui-
et spot to regroup for the day.

Information, stories, pho-
tos, and the actual plan can
be found on the link pro-
vided. Checks are welcome,
and can be made out to First
Congregational Church with
the memo “Green” Checks
must be received by March
31. For questions, contact
Diane at greenonmain@ver-
montel.net.

Proctorsville welcomes
Cheese Company

Grafton

BY PAULA BENSON

The Vermont Journal

PROCTORSVILLE,
Vt. - In the cheesemak-
ing world, the word
“cheddar” is a verb. The
process of flipping and
stacking cheese curds to
remove whey, cheddaring
is a blending technique
used to further acidify the
curds, giving the cheese a
tangier taste, a denser,
flakier texture, and a lon-

ger shelf life.

Grafton Village Cheese
Company first began
cheddaring in  1892.

While the company has
since expanded beyond
its early roots, now pro-
ducing an award-winning
line of artisanal, cave-
aged varieties, the tradi-
tion of making hand-
crafted cheeses using
premium raw milk from
local, family farms con-
tinues.

Recently, the village
of Proctorsville became
the latest home to the ac-
claimed cheesemakers.
In the former location of
Black River Produce at
2568 Route 103, with a
newly restored and reno-
vated warehouse, Grafton

Rubs, dips, soups, and more on display.
PHOTO BY PAULA BENSON

Village Cheese Company
held a soft opening of their
brand-new retail shop on
Saturday, March 9.

Since 2008, the cheese
company had maintained
a retail store and their “cut
and wrap” operation in
Brattleboro. Due to the ex-
pansion of Retreat Farm,
Grafton  Village Cheese
needed to vacate that space,
and look for a new, suitable
location. As Grafton Village
Cheese CEO Curt Alpeter
explained, “Our options
were limited”

Alpeter said the Brattle-
boro team was excited for
their friends at Retreat
Farm, who plan to launch
a new kind of farm market.

But finding a spot where
retail sales and the cutting
and packaging production
process could coexist was
challenging.

At the March 9 soft open-
ing, store manager Sherry
DiBernardo remarked, I
really felt that if we didn't
take this space, we were cra-
zy” DiBernardo managed
the Brattleboro store, as well
as overseeing the retail shop
in downtown Grafton.

The building had taken
on water during Vermont’s
recent extreme flooding
events, and that was ad-
dressed straight away, with
an upgrade to the

See CHEESE on Page 2
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St. Patrick’s Brunch and

Broadway

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Celebrate community on
St. Patricks Day with an
Oh-So-Gay Brunch or-
ganized by Bellows Falls
Pride, and held in the
lounge at Ciao Popolo,
downtown Bellows Falls,
on Sunday, March 17, from
11am. -2 p.m.

Broadway tunes inter-
spersed with Irish classics
take center stage while

you enjoy brunch offer-
ings from the Ciao Popolo
menu. Zack Danziger on
piano and guitar will be ac-
companied by singer Rob-
in Lloyd, and the audience
will be invited to join in the
festivities. Dress to impress
and win a prize. There is
no admission charge for
the musical entertainment.

Special meal offerings
will include classic corned

beef and cabbage, eggs
benedict with corned
beef, and a variety of li-
bations suitable for the
occasion. To reserve
a table in the lounge,
please email ciaopopo-
lovt@gmail.com.

Find Ciao Popolo at
www.ciaopopolo.com,
Bellows Falls Pride on
Facebook, or visit www.
bellowsfallspride.com.

Springfield Library

receives national grant for

rural libraries

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Springfield Town Library
has been selected as one of
310 libraries to participate
in round two of Libraries
Transforming Communi-
ties: Accessible Small and
Rural Communities, an
American Library Associa-
tion (ALA) initiative that
provides community en-
gagement and accessibility
resources to small and rural
libraries to help them better
serve people with disabili-
ties.

The competitive award
comes with a $10,000 grant
that will help the library
better collaborate with Lin-
coln Street Inc’s Lifelong
Learning cohort. Lincoln
Street’s mission is to assist
individuals with intellec-
tual disabilities to identify
their needs and provide the
quality services that em-
power them to reach their
potential. The Lifelong
Learning group has been
meeting at the library, and
has recently benefited from
a digital learning class of-
fered by library staff.

“We are so proud to be
chosen for this amazing
opportunity;” said library
director Sue Dowdell. “This
grant will allow our library
to get to know our residents
with disabilities better. It
will help us improve our
services to ensure this pop-
ulation feels welcome and
comfortable in our space.”

As part of the grant,
Springfield Town Library
staff will take an online

course in how to lead con-
versations, a skill vital to
library work today. Staff
will then host a conversa-
tion with residents about
how the library can better
serve those with disabili-
ties. Initial plans are to use
the grant funds to replace
the library’s front door, and
create a maker space on the
second floor of the library.

Library staff will seek
input from the Lifelong
Learning adults and oth-
ers to identify the materials
for the library and the new
space. The library will first
offer learning opportunities
on how to use the creative
tools purchased to those
with disabilities. Once pro-
ficient, the adult students
can teach others, which
provides them an opportu-
nity to better integrate into
the wider community. The
Springfield Town Library
is committed to be a space
where “All are Welcome”
and “Kindness Matters.”

If you are interested in
getting involved in helping
to fulfill our plans or tak-
ing part in the conversa-

tion, please contact Sue
Dowdell at springfield-
library@hotmail.com,
or give her a call at 802-
885-3108.

Since 2014, ALA’s Li-
braries  Transforming
Communities initiative
has reimagined the role
libraries play in support-
ing communities. Li-
braries of all types have
utilized free dialogue
and deliberation train-
ing and resources to lead
community and campus
forums; take part in anti-
violence activities; pro-
vide a space for residents
to come together and
discuss challenging top-
ics; and have productive
conversations with civic
leaders, library trustees,
and staff.

Libraries Transform-
ing Communities: Ac-
cessible Small and Ru-
ral Communities is an
initiative of the Ameri-
can Library Association
(ALA) in collaboration
with the Association for
Rural and Small Librar-
ies (ARSL).

Weatherization experts to
speak in Rockingham —

BELLOWS FALLS,
Vt. - Two local experts on
weatherization will kick
off the Rockingham En-
ergy Committee’s “Home
Energy Forum” series on
Thursday, March 21, at
6:30 p.m., at the Rocking-
ham Library.

Winter in Vermont does
not have to mean a drafty,
uncomfortable house that
requires wearing multiple
sweaters and uses lots of
expensive fuel to heat.
While the traditional ap-
proach to winter’s cold
was to just put more wood
in the stove, modern
building science shows
how we can be more com-
fortable and spend less
on energy at the same
time. Local homeown-
ers, landlords, and rent-
ers who want to increase
their homes comfort and

energy efficiency should at-
tend this presentation by
two local experts on weath-
erization. They will explain
how getting a “home energy
audit” will create a strategy
for weatherizing your home,
which is done primarily with
air sealing, insulation, mois-
ture control, and ventilation.
In a drafty home with little
or no insulation, its hard to
know where to start making
improvements, but this se-
quence is generally the most
cost-effective: weatherizing
the attic, then the basement,
then insulating the walls,
and finally, air sealing or re-
placing windows. Basements
with dirt floors and/or water
issues may be a higher prior-
ity than the attic.

The two presenters will be
John Hyslop, the weather-
ization operations manager
for SEVCA in Westminster;

and John Dunbar, a project
consultant at Farnum In-
sulation in East Dummer-
ston. Each will give a short
presentation, and then will
take questions. John Hys-
lop can address options for
low-income residents, John
Dunbar can address avail-
able weatherization rebates
and low-interest loans, and
both can discuss the pros
and cons of spray foam in-
sulation. This event is free
and open to the public. New
Hampshire residents are
welcome as well as Vermont-
ers.

If you have questions,
contact Rockingham En-
ergy Committee Chair Peter
Bergstrom at 802-444-1860,
or rockinghamvtenergy@
gmail.com. This website is
also a great resource, Www.
efficiencyvermont.com/
homepage.

Rockingham Library
receives grant for “Seed to

Spoon”

BELLOWS FALLS,
Vt. - The Rockingham
Free Public Library has
received a $15,000 Sus-
tainable and Resilient
New England Libraries
Grant from the Associa-
tion for Rural and Small
Libraries, which will
support “From Seed to
Spoon: Cultivating Com-
munity” The purpose
of this grant is to help
build a sustainable food
network in the Rocking-
ham area, to encourage
the community to grow,
locally source, and cook
with the seasons. With
this project, the library
will help restore, renew,
and enhance our natural

Townshend Farmers Market
applications open

TOWNSHEND,
Vt. - Calling all ar-
tisans, farmers, and
food producers. Ap-
plications for the 2024

Cabin Fever Festival
Sunday, March 17, from 4-6 p.m.
at Outer Limits Brewery, Proctorsville

Beer,. Pizza - Music by Krishna Guthrie

Dig out your best Flannel!

Silent Auction
Bid on a variety of items & gift certificates from local businesses.
Event proceeds to bengfit the Expeditionary School at Black River.
For more information, go to www.esblackriver.org
Tickets and bidding at www.32auctions.com/esbr2024

i-"—\__‘/

/_\_,/
Aqua-Aid Systems

i
WATER CONDITIONING & FILTRATION

Solving hard water, iron, blue

resources and agricultural
food ways; create greater
equity for all people and
communities; and, being
a public library, promote
lifelong learning habits and
skills.

Upcoming projects
around the grant include
developing a seed library
and a gardening tool lend-
ing library; two indoor
gardens and program-
ming to teach and encour-
age people of all ages and
abilities to grow their own
food; a year of programs
to connect people to local
food, seasonal cooking,
composting, beekeeping,
and much more; a small
kitchen classroom in the

Townshend Farmers Mar-
ket are now open. We're ex-
cited to welcome a diverse
group of vendors to our vi-
brant market this year. Ap-
plications can be found on
the WRCP website, www.
westtownshend.org/farm-
ers-market, and are due
April 1.

For more information,
contact Jennifer at townsh-
endfarmersmarket@gmail.

com.

We can’t wait to see ev-
eryone at our first market
on May 24, from 4:30-

6:30 p.m., at the West
Townshend Country
Store.

library for cooking dem-
onstrations; and so much
more throughout the year.

“The library is thrilled
to receive this grant, so we
may support a sustainable
food network for all ages in
our community while also
developing more sustain-
able practices and skills
for the future,” said Pamela
Johnson-Spurlock, refer-
ence and historical collec-
tions librarian. The library
has begun making connec-
tions throughout the com-
munity, and welcomes any
gardener, cook, or other
food or food-related pro-
ducer who has an interest
in this program to reach
out to the library.

For more information
about this program and
how you, your business,
or organization can get in-
volved, contact the library
by email at reference@
rockinghamlibrary.org, call
802-463-4270, or stop by
the library at 65 Westmin-
ster Street in Bellows Falls,
Vt.

CHEESE

From Page 1

foundation, and exten-
sive improvements and
repairs.

With its gleaming

PO Box 993

Chester, VT
Office: 802 B75 2814

P&L Excavating
and Trucking

"Stumps to stones and everything in
hetween"

Owner/Operatar
Palmer cell: 802 291 3417
Ryan call: 802 291 3363

floors, tidy display cases of
cheeses and other gourmet
items, and neat shelves lined
with locally crafted prod-
ucts, the companys own
soup and dip mixtures, col-
orful wicker baskets, and a
wide assortment of unique
gifts, the new retail space is
a testament to the monu-
mental team effort it took to
open to the public.

The Proctorsville shop
will carry the same selection
of artisan cheeses and care-
fully curated goods that the
Brattleboro store stocked.
And, as always, free cheese
tastings offered any time of
the day.

“I am excited that we have
the opportunity to put down
roots in another vibrant
community,; Alpeter com-
mented.

DiBernardo and her staff

are busily stocking and orga-
nizing, unpacking boxes, and
building displays, even as the
retail store will stick to an op-
erating schedule of 10 a.m. -
6 p.m., seven days a week. As
DiBernardo described, it will
be a bit of an interactive ex-
perience awaiting shoppers,
as wine racks are still being
filled, new coolers will arrive
to be plugged in and stocked,
and customer feedback is en-
couraged.

Amazingly, DiBernardo
reported that they didnt
need to buy any new shelving
or displays for the new space,
because “everything [from
Brattleboro] fit perfectly! As
if it was meant to be”

Alpeter stated, “Sherry and
I are working to decide on
when the grand opening will
be, but it will be sometime in
late spring or early summer.”

staining, radon, and arsenic
problems in the Windham and
Windsor Counties since 1984

COMMUNITY MEAL

THURSDAY, MARCH 21

LUDLOW COMMUNITY CENTER
37 MAIN ST, LUDLOW

e Water Conditioning
¢ Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

¢ [ron and Manganese Removal
e Radon & Arsenic Removal
e Systems Maintenance

¢ Home Supplies Delivery SERVING AT NOON
We Service All Makes And A WELCOMING, HOMESTYLE MEAL OF:
Models Locally Owned & CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE
Operated Since 1984

—_— FOLLOWED BY BOARD GAMES
GREAT NORTHERN LIQUIDATION

802-885-6464 ~ Like us on Facebook
Springfield Shopping Plaza
WE BUY AND SELL:

Furniture, Home Decor, Collectibles, Rugs,
Housewares, Appliances, Electronics, Tools, more!

Hellenbrand

What's In Your Water?™

ALL ARE WELCOME, FREE OF CHARGE

MEAL PROVIDED BY:
BLACK RIVER GOOD NEIGHBOR SERVICES

ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

800-252-8484
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Some Beers Atlas history

BY RON PATCH

802-374-0119
ronpatch27@gmail.com

Many readers will be fa-
miliar with the 1869 Beers
County Atlases. The origi-
nal atlases are scarce today,
and have a greenish tan
cover. In the originals, all
towns are printed in color.
See photo with this article.

In 1969, they were re-
printed in black and white
with a black hardcover, so
they are easy to discern
from the originals. The
subject of this article is the
1969 reprint that many of
us use today.

When Bob Ulbrich was
retiring, he contacted me
to sell his collection of at-
lases. In that collection was
an atlas I had not seen be-
fore. It’s a promotional for
the upcoming 1969 atlas
of Windsor County. It is a
softcover, and a bit narrow-
er than the 1969 reprint.

Taped inside the front
cover is a typed one and
a half page letter with let-
terhead “Charles E. Tuttle

NX'T Curator Series,
“Historical Grooves —

PUTNEY, Vt. - Next
Stage Arts is excited to host
an engaging and interac-
tive musical conversation
as part of the NXT Cura-
tor Series, featuring profes-
sor Christopher Silver on
Wednesday, March 20, at
7 p.m. The event will take
place at Next Stage Arts, lo-
cated at 15 Kimball Hill in
Putney, Vt.

Admission to this event is
free, with donations appre-
ciated. The evening prom-
ises a unique experience
as Silver delves into the
captivating world of early
20th century North African

Co., Inc” At the left of this
is their address in Japan. In
part, it reads:

“ANNOUNCING THE
PUBLICATION OF RE-
PRINT EDITIONS OF
THREE IMPORTANT
EARLY VERMONT AT-
LASES”

«c

History is an ever-
lasting possession, said
Thucydides, the Greek

historian. To assure this
statement applies to these
three famous counties in
Vermont the Charles E.
Tuttle Co. is proud to an-
nounce the publication on
March 15, 1970 of a lim-
ited number of reprints of
the early atlases of Rutland,
Bennington and Wind-
sor counties. An attrac-
tive feature of the reprints
will be the comparatively
low prices, the prepublica-
tion price being a special
$15.00, and the publication
price $17.50.

“These accurate and eye-
appealing atlases have been
almost impossible to obtain
for many years. The few
copies that have been sold

Jewish and Muslim voices
through a groundbreaking
archive of shellac records
from Morocco, Algeria, and
Tunisia.

Silver, the Segal family as-
sistant professor in Jewish
history and culture at Mc-
Gill University, will share
his efforts to amplify the
historical voices that have
long remained silent. His
first-of-its-kind archive, de-
tailed in his award-winning
book “Recording History:
Jews, Muslims, and Music
Across Twentieth Century
North Africa” focuses on
the sublime sounds of art-

always brought premium
prices. Published in 1869,
the atlases were produced
from actual surveys by and
under the direction of EW.
Beers, the greatest Ameri-
can map-maker of his day.

“Each attractive, folio-
size atlas will contain a
magnificent map of Ver-
mont in full color. The in-
dividual town maps will be
printed in black and white,
with excellent production
quality. Each volume will
contain a sketch of the early
history of the county, and a
list of statistics of the vari-
ous towns and villages. The
town maps indicate the lo-
cation of buildings, names
of residents, and names of
most of the business places
in each town.

“A few of the towns listed
have died of old but vener-
able age; some have been
by-passed by progress; but
all are well preserved for
posterity in these invalu-
able works.

“The atlases will be of
special interest to town
clerks, libraries, real estate

ists who
shaped an era
of profound
change and
resilience.
Keith
Marks, exec-
utive director
of Next Stage
Arts, describes the event as
a “listening room experi-
ence, historical talk, and a
conversation around Chris
Silver’s process of musical
preservation” He invites
music enthusiasts to unite
and celebrate the rich his-
tory and legacy of musical
traditions that risk being

dealers and legal firms.
Their genealogical and
statistical gleanings will
delight students of local
history.

“The old print addict can
gaze joyfully and nostalgi-
cally at the several pages of
engravings in the back of
each atlas, depicting such
historic and sometimes
quaint scenes as the Ben-
nington Battle Field, the
University of Vermont,
Ethan Allen Monument,
the Ludlow Woolen Mills,
Chester  Academy, the
Hubbardton Battlefield and
Monument, and the early
churches, some of which
are still in use today.

“The Tuttle Company is
proud to be a part of this
Vermont heritage, the par-
ent publishing house hav-
ing been started in Rutland
in 1832. We will be pleased
to fill all orders on a first-
come, first-served basis.
We urge you to place your
order promptly, and take
advantage of the special
pre-publication price of
only $15.00 per copy. After

Early 20th century shellac records.

PHOTO PROVIDED

lost to time.

The lecture is support-
ed in part by the Harold
Grinspoon Foundation,
contributing to the pres-
ervation of cultural heri-
tage. The NXT Curator
Series is also sponsored
in part by the Putney
Public Library.

250 Years of Vermont Agnculture

LONDONDERRY, Vt. -
The Londonderry Con-
servation Commission
announces the second pro-
gram in its Winter Speaker
Series, “Turning the Soil:
250 Years of Vermont Agri-
culture” The guest speaker
for this evening presentation
is Newfane resident Roger
Albee, former Vermont Sec-
retary of Agriculture. In this
interactive talk, he will dis-
cuss the ways that our state’s
land and economy have
worked together to reshape
the landscape of Vermont.

Mr. Albee and his family

have been farming
in Newfane since
it was originally
founded by his
sixth-great-grand-
father in 1790. He
was honored with
the Vermont Life-
time Achievement
Award from the
Vermont Council
on Rural Develop-
ment in 2020 for
his many contribu-
tions to the entire Vermont
community, economy, and
working landscape. Among
his many accomplishments,

Farmers use oxen fo plow a field.
PHOTO PROVIDED

he helped write and imple-
ment the state’s current use
policy, and brought folks in
the agricultural community

“The Hills of Home” at SAHS

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
The Springfield Art and
Historical Society will host
the Vermont Humanities
Council program “The
Hills of Home: Mountains
and Identity in Vermont
History” on  Saturday,
March 23, at 2 p.m., at the
SAHS facility, 65 Route 106
in North Springfield, Vt.
Historian Jill Mudgett will
be the speaker.

Vermonters have strong
ideas about the importance
of their mountain topogra-
phy. Where did our pride in
Vermont’s landscape come
from, and why is it that we
see our shared identity as
rooted in the land? Evolv-
ing human ideas about the
Vermont mountains form

the base of this lecture. The
story begins with the state’s
founders, and moves for-
ward through Vermont his-
tory to explain how envi-
ronmental understandings
changed over time. This
talk is timely and relevant
in its relationship to current
interdisciplinary  scholar-
ship, and offers us tools
to understand the origins
and meaning of our own
strongly-held attachments
to the Vermont landscape.
This talk is free, open to
the public, and accessible
to those with disabilities.
For more information, call
802-886-7935 or sahs@

vermontel.net. This talk is
supported in part by the
National Endowment for

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand - Gravel
Shurpac - Topsoil -

. Stone
Fill

5,000 Ib. Hydraulic
Hammer for
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

the Humanities. Any views,
findings, conclusions, or
recommendations ex-
pressed in this program do
not necessarily represent
those of the NEH or VHC.

«
FOOD SHELF™

BLACK RIVER GOOD
NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday,

10 AM-3 PM

Phone: 802-228-3663
www.brgn.org

“Ule are here to hely”

Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

together with state of-
ficials to work on ways
of mitigating pollution
in Vermont’s rivers,
lakes, and wetlands.
According to Ver-
montBiz, “Roger has
dedicated his entire
professional  career
to making Vermont
a better place to live,
work, and play”

This event will be
held at the Londonder-
ry Town Office building on
Thursday, March 21, at 6:30
p-m., and will be broadcast
by GNAT-TV.
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Chester from an original Beers Atlas.

publication on March 15,
1970, the regular price will
be $17.50”

Handwritten below that
in red ink, “Ordered 10-6-
69 via check 6703

Also from Bob Ulbrich
is a boxed Beers Atlas of
Windham County. These
loose pages are also in black
and white. The colored box

PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

cover reads, “The Centen-
nial Edition 1869-1969. For
sale from ‘The Book Cellar
Brattleboro, Vermont™ Dis-
tributed by the Stephan
Greene Press, Brattleboro.”

This week’s old saying is
from Ken Barrett. “Hotter
than a Stihl chainsaw in a
pawn shop.”

Women writers
break silence —

BELLOWS FALLS,
Vt. - Award-winning
writer Elayne Clift offers
a presentation on women
writers who were coura-
geous enough to tell the
truth about their lives on
March 18, at 6:30 p.m.,
at the Rockingham Li-
brary. Clift is inspired
in part by Muriel Ruk-
eyeser’s iconic question,
“What would happen if
just one woman told the
truth about her life?” Her
answer was, “The world

would split apart.” Clift will
showcase historically and
more currently how women
writers and thinkers helped
achieve social change and
created new norms, espe-
cially for women - many of
which are now threatened.
This event is free and
open to the public. For
more information, contact
programming@rocking-
hamlibrary.org, call 802-
463-4270, or stop by the
library at 65 Westminster
Street, Bellows Falls, Vt.

£§ HUNTLEY
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Getting a second opinion on your

financial future may:

Securities offered exclusively throu

o Lower your investment fees

« Improve your performance

« Help you understand your investments and risk
» Make sure you don’t outlive your money

Call us today to set up a no risk private consultation.
Isn’t your peace of mind worth the time?

802-228-5774

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Member FINRA/SIPC
gh American

Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

Phil Denu

Text or Call
(802)-289-9787

New to our team
and local to you!

pdenu@wwbuilding.com

wwbuilding.com
hello@wwbuilding.com

N

WW Building Supply

Big projects or small improvements,
we’re ready to help!

Send us a project question! We
have the knowledge and
customer service you want. We
provide the right solutions and
we want to build relationships
within our community.

Droud Tr B
Local::..

Newfane
(802) 365-4333

Wilmington
(802) 464-3022

Our Doctors of Audiology keep up with the
latest technology and our research-driven
practices provide the best possible outcomes
in the treatment of hearing loss. Were proud

to offer personalized, patient-centered care.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Brattleboro, VT - 802-254-3922
Swanzey, NH - 603-354-3325
Greenfield, MA - 413-773-5119

www.BrattleboroHearing.com
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Dear Editor,

I would like to ask Mike
LeClair, Leslie Thorsen,
and anyone else with com-
plaints about the Julian
Quarry to please submit
online forms to the United
States Environmental Pro-
tection Agency at echo.epa.
gov/report-environmental-
violations,  Enforcement
and Compliance History
Online (ECHO).

Use this page to report
what appears to you as a
possible violation of envi-
ronmental laws and regu-

Quarrying is known to
be destructive to the envi-
ronment. The extraction
process can contaminate air
and water with sulfur diox-
ide, putting wildlife at risk.
The effluent from quarry
sites can not only worsen
water clarity by adding
sediment or other particles,
but it can also change the
temperature, depth, cur-
rent, and pH balance, mak-
ing streams less habitable
for their native species.

lations. You can upload 10  Sincerely,

photo files, or two video  Cris Ericson

files. Chester, Vt.
45 TAYLOR HILL FULLY INSURED
ATHENS, VT 05143 FREE ESTIMATES

802-869-2905

T AYLOR EXCAVATING LLp

TRUCKING & EXCAVATING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS, LAND CLEARINGS, DRIVEWAYS
COMPLETE HOUSE SITES
LANDSCAPING, WALL BUILDING
LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

DAN

802-289-1508

Dear Editor,

I want to bring you up
to date on some of the
activities with which I
have been involved in
the current legislative
session at the statehouse
in Montpelier.

In the House Com-
merce and Economic
Development Commit-
tee on which I sit, we
took testimony on the
Film and Creative Me-
dia Workforce Develop-
ment Initiative from the
Vermont Arts Council,
Vermont Production
Collective, and several
filmmakers and writ-
ers from Vermont. All
agreed that Vermont
could benefit greatly

Dear Editor,

The Vermont Legislature
was recently in its Town
Meeting Week break. This
is an opportunity for us to
go to Town/Informational
Meetings, meet with con-

r

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Subject to space. May be edited for clarity,
grammatical errors, and libelous statements. Must be kept under 400 words. Must
include name and town for publication. Viewpoints do not necessarily reflect the views
of The Vermont Journal & The Shopper.

POLITICAL LETTERS Due to the volume of political letters we receive during
elections, and the increased cost of adding pages to the paper to print them all, as of
March 2023 we are charging a fee for political letters at the rate of $75 for 200 words,

and $0.50 per word thereafter. Political letters include electioneering for a specific

candidate, party; or article that may impact one’s vote.

N

“It's been through the addition
of MAPLE that we have been
able to get the kids to talk.”

To learn more about Paws With A Cause and to find out
how you help, just download this app and watch the
story come to life!

%
&

TOD

GET ZAPPAR
ZAP THE CODE

Provided as a community service by this civic minded publication
in conjunction with the Association of Community Publishers

from tapping into a da-
tabase that would offer a
network of film industry
information that would
identify local Vermont
talent, film equipment
availability, locations for
filming, jobs, internships,
and apprenticeships when
planning a film produc-
tion in Vermont. As dem-
onstrated this past sum-
mer with the filming of
the movie “Beetlejuice 2”
in East Corinth, attracting
filmmakers from away and
within is a growth industry
that would have a positive
impact on our Vermont
economy.

Better Places, a commu-
nity matching grant pro-

stituents, and re-energize
our personal Dbatteries.
When you represent 25
towns, this is a great time to
get a better sense of some of
the different places we rep-
resent, and an opportunity
to re-appreciate this trea-
sured Vermont tradition.

Before we left the state-
house, we passed the Bud-
get Adjustment Act (BAA),
which adjusts the fiscal year
2024 state budget. The BAA
addressed a number of ad-
ditional state needs from
emergency housing to adult
basic education. And it al-
located $23.5 million to our
most flood-impacted mu-
nicipalities for much-need-
ed repairs of sewer systems
and other damaged infra-
structure. Of the 25 most
impacted towns, nine are
in Windsor County. And,
while many towns will re-
ceive some financial sup-
port, Ludlow will receive the
most, almost $3 million to
help repair their devastated
wastewater system. Here is
a link to the funds allocat-
ed to each flood-impacted
town: ljfo.vermont.gov/as-
sets/Uploads/0b45686011/
GENERAL-374929-v1-
Muni_Grants ERAF_sum-
mary.pdf

In addition, the legisla-
ture passed a fix to an ed-
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gram that empowers Ver-
monters to create inclusive
and vibrant public places
for projects throughout the
state, spoke to my commit-
tee about the fundraising
opportunities available to
upgrade local buildings.
Lets talk about possible
projects that we could rally
around in our communi-
ties.

The impact of legisla-
tive action on local prop-
erty taxes is always a ma-
jor concern as we review,
propose, and act on bills
that will have an impact
on educational policy and
opportunity in our state.
We are working to recon-
tigure legislation from the

ucation-funding problem,
which resulted from 2022’
Act 127 in H.850. This year,
some key cost drivers have
challenged our schools as
they created their budgets:
a 16.4% increase in teach-
ers health care, the end of
one-time federal Covid/
ESSER funds, overall infla-
tion, and the debt service
on new capital projects or
renovations. And an aspect
of Act 127 misled some
school boards to think they
had more financial protec-
tion than they did.

Act 127, known as the
Pupil Weighting bill, led to
budgeting confusion, and
sent inaccurate messages
about what was possible
without raising taxes. Many
school boards thought they
could raise budgets 5%.
However, the 5 % cap in Act
127 was designed for one
purpose: to help districts
hit particularly hard by the
changes in pupil weight-
ing adjust over time to ac-
commodate those changes.
The “5% cap” mechanism
in Act 127 has not behaved
as expected, preventing the
legislature from taking nec-
essary steps to reduce prop-
erty tax rates for Vermont-
ers, across towns.

previous session that may
inadvertently cause prop-
erty taxes to increase at an
unintended rate. I support
a strong public education
system which is funded in
a fair and reasonable man-
ner. Our state budget must
be adopted with a clear fo-
cus on the cost impact on
our residents and tax pay-
ers, including the costs of
educating our students.

You may contact me by
email at hchase@leg.state.
vt.us, or by phone at 802-
875-4663.

Sincerely,

Rep. Heather Chase
Windsor Windham Dis-
trict

We had to address the
flaws in this mechanism
ASAP. We did so in passing
H.850, which repeals the
5% cap transition mecha-
nism established in 2022’
Act 127 and replaces it
with a new tax rate transi-
tion mechanism to be im-
plemented between fiscal
years 2025 and 2029. This
new mechanism will grant
a discount to some dis-
trict homestead property
tax rates for those districts
negatively impacted by the
new weighting system. We
will continue to work on
these education funding
concerns as the legislative
session continues.

I appreciate hearing from
you. I can be reached by
email at aclarkson@leg.
state.vt.us, or by phone at
the statehouse, Tuesday-
Friday, at 802-828-2228, or
at home, Saturday-Monday,
at 802- 457-4627. To get
more information on the
Vermont Legislature, and
the bills which have been
proposed and passed, visit
the legislative website at
legislature.vermont.gov.

Sincerely,
Sen. Alison Clarkson
Windsor County

HELP WANTED:

Concrete Form Workers

Must be able fo liff 100 lbs, have a valid drivers
license, and fransportation to and from Rocking-
ham, VT. 40-60 Hours per week.

Experienced Concrete Floor Finisher

Capable of pouring, leveling, and finishing ga-
rage and basement floors. Must have valid drivers
license, fransportation to and from Rockingham,
VT, and able to lift 100lbs. Must be dependable.

RECORD CONCRETE INC.

802-875-3702

recordconcrete@yahoo.com
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Third Congregational Church UCC, River St.

Sunday worship begins at 11 a.m., led by Pastor
Maureen Adams. Communion is the first Sunday of each
month. For more information, email alsteadthirdchurch@
gmail.com, call 603-835-6358, or go to www.facebook.
com/Third-Congregational-UCC-Church-of-Alstead-
NH-120645387960916.

Vision of Light Church of Spiritualism and Healing,
P.O. Box 133, Windsor

The Sunday service is at 10 a.m. with Lay Pastor

Dawn Hancy via Zoom. Sign up for the Vision of Light
newsletter and Zoom links on Facebook @VOLChurch.

Cavendish Baptist Church, 2258 Main St.
Sunday services are 10 a.m. online or in person.
Online services are on Facebook at 10 a.m.

Go to www.facebook.com/Cavendish-Baptist-
Church-258814894244302. More at www.
CavendishBaptist.com or call 802-226-7131.

North Charlestown United Methodist Church, 471
River Rd.

Worship is Sundays at 9 a.m. Holy communion is
celebrated the first Sunday of every month. Go to www.
facebook.com/UMCOfNorthCharlestown for more
information.

Charlestown Congregational Church, 71 Main St.
Sunday service starts at 10 a.m. All are welcome. For
more information, call 603-826-3335.

Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church, 99 Sullivan St.,
Claremont, N.H.

Worship is Sunday at 9:30 a.m. and Wednesday and
Saturday at 5 p.m. in person. For more information, go
to www.hroc.org.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 313 Main St.

Services are on Wednesdays at 5:30-6 p.m. and on
Sundays at 10 a.m., both in person and by Zoom,
followed by coffee hour. All are welcome. Handicapped
accessible. For a link to the Zoom service or more
information about services and events, please visit www.
stlukesepiscopalvt.org.

First Baptist Church, 62 Crescent St., S. Londonderry
Worship service is Sunday at 10 a.m. at the

church. Services will still be live streamed at www.
firstbaptistslondonderryvt.org/streaming-worship.html.
For more information, visit www.firstbaptistondonderryvt.
org or call 802-856-7266.

United Church of Ludlow (UCC and Methodist), 48
Pleasant St.

Sunday services are held in person and streamed
online at 10 a.m. Email unitedchurch@tds.net for more
information. Visit www.unitedchurch.us to receive
updates on services and meetings.

Ludlow Baptist Church, on the Green, 99 Main St.
Weekly worship services are in-person. Sunday school
is at 9:30 a.m. for all ages, and Sunday worship is at
11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday's prayer meeting
is at 6:30 p.m. For more information, go to www.
LudlowBaptist.org.

Springfield United Methodist Church, 10 Valley St.
Worship begins at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. Springfield
United Methodist Church welcomes everyone! The church
can be reached at 802-885-3456.

St. Mark'’s Episcopal Church, 33 Fairground Rd.
Sunday Services 8:30 a.m. - Holy Days as announced.
Services alternate between Clergy Officiated, Traditional
Rite | and Contemporary Rite Il, Holy Eucharist, and
Licensed Lay Led Rites | and Il Morning Prayer. All are
invited regardless of religious affiliation. Call David at
802-885-2972 with questions.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 10 Pleasant St.

Sunday mass is at 9 a.m., followed by coffee hour as
well as weekday services. To watch the live streams, go
to www.youtube.com and search Holy Family Parish
Springfield Vermont. Streaming is available five minutes
before the service starts. For more information, go to
www.stmaryjoseph.com.

Unitarian Universalist Church, 21 Fairground Rd.
Sunday Services are at 10 a.m., in person and on Zoom.
For more information, go to www.uuspringfieldvt.org.

St. John's Episcopal Church, corner of Westminster

and Elm St.

Sunday services are 10 a.m. in person or via Zoom. For
more information, go to www.stjohnswalpole.org, email
pastor@stjohnswalpole.org, or leave a message at 603-

756-4533.

First Congregational Church of Walpole UCC, 15
Washington Sq.

Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary, or via
Zoom. For Zoom links, please call 603-756-4075. For
more information, go to www.walpolenhucc.org or www.
facebook.com/FirstCongregational WalpoleNH.

The Old Parish Church, 644 Main St.

A diverse, informal, and welcoming congregation.
Sunday service begins at 10:30 a.m. via Zoom. For
more information, contact Jon Bliss, minister, at 802-824-
4452 or email easthillfarm@vermontel.net.

Gloria L. MacDuffie, 1929-2024 Martha Mortenson, 1933-2024

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Gloria Lee MacDulffie died
Sunday night, at midnight.
She was born to Mary and
Floyd Tuttle on Nov. 12,
1929, in Reid, Okla. Her
mother Mary, whom we all
called Mamaw, had jour-
neyed to her parents’ home
from Liberal, Kan., and
returned there with Lee
when Lee was about two
weeks old. So way back
then Lee - we all called
her Lee - ceased to be an
Qkie, and became a Kan-
san prairie farmer with her
skilled farming parents.
Out on the farm they lived
15 miles from Tribune,
the county seat of Gree-
ley County. Lee describes
cooking for harvest crews
of 15 folks when her mom
was ill one year, and also at
age 12 driving grain trucks
to the elevator. Lee was a
leader in her tiny Gree-
ley County High School,
editor of its yearbook, and
baritone player in its little
marching band. She went
to Kansas State University,
earning a bachelor’s de-
gree, was a baritone player
in its marching band, and
then married Bill Harper,
with whom she had three
children. They lived in
Braintree and then Walpo-
le, Mass. She was president
of the League of Women
Voters in Walpole, and also
instrumental in promoting
educational opportunities
and programs at the state
prison in Walpole.

After her divorce from
Bill Harper, she met Bruce
MacDuffie, and they built
a life together.

She pursued graduate
work in counseling at the
University of North Dako-
ta and North Dakota State
University, and art therapy
training at the Chicago
Art Institute, and at Lesley
College. She had also be-
come a skilled painter in
watercolor and acrylic, and
a little oil.

Bruce MacDuffie found
her a healing support for
his own three children and
for himself over the years.
She practiced psychother-
apy and counseling for 20
or more years. Letters from
former clients speak of her
as the most skillful and
supportive of therapists.

She also was active in the
churches her husband pas-
tored, and much loved in
those church communities.

Even in retirement, in
2018-2020, she helped host
a total of five Honduran
asylum-seekers,  sharing
home and life with them.
Najenyi Domingez, who
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@VermontJournal

was age 9 when she came to
us and is now 16, calls her
“grandmother,” expressing
the loving relationship that
developed.

Lee gave of herself to
her children and her com-
munities. Two of her now
adult children William
Harper III and Karen Da-
vidson succumbed to can-
cer last spring and sum-
mer. Her youngest child
David moved from 42
years in Mississippi to live
with his mom and step-
dad, and was able to be
with her in her last days,
as was her step-son Robert
MacDutffie, whom she nur-
tured and mothered from
age 5 on.

After years of living with
dementia, she passed into
continuing her journey in
God’s loving care. We all
give thanks for her loving
presence in our lives.

She is survived by her
husband Bruce MacDuft-
ie of Westminster, Vt.;
step-daughter  Elizabeth
MacDuffie of Holyoke,
Mass., and her husband
Mark Miller; son David
Harper, now of West-
minster, Vt.; step-son Joe
MacDuffie and his spouse
Donna Reed, of Wester-
ville, Ohio; step-daughter
Emily Klein of Barrington,
R.I; grandchildren Erin
Hamann of Easthampton,
Mass., and Erin’s two sons
Finnegan and Killian, Jen-
nifer Higdon of Apex, N.C,,
and her husband Ryan and
new baby Mairi (born
Christmas Day 2023, An-
drew Harper and his wife
Catie of Mebane, N.C., Me-
gan Harper of Cary, N.C,,
Madeleine Darling and her
husband Steve Schmelz
and their daughter Oona
of Philadelphia; grandsons
Benjamin and Christopher
Davidson of Colorado; and
great-grandson John Paul
MacDuffie Woodburn of
Seattle and his two chil-
dren Ramona and Llewyn.

Funeral services were
held earlier this week, and
burial took place at Im-
manuel Church Cemetery
in Bellows Falls.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster Street in Bellows Falls,
Vt.

FREE BIBLE

We are offering free of
charge an easy-to-read
Bible. It's the GOOD
NEWS BIBLE in today's
English. The volumes we
distribute contain the Old
& New Testaments, maps,
and helpful features to
assist the reader. If you
would like to receive a
copy, simply write to us at
the address below. Thisis a
free offer. There will be no
follow-up correspondence.
We do not ask for money.

Gift Of The Word
P.O. Box 307
Avon, NY 14414

Vs

OBITUARIES:

at 12 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES:

VermontJournal.com.
\

A basic 200-word obituary is $75, and $0.50 per word
thereafter. A black and white photo is an additional
$10. Email to editor@vermontjournal.com by Monday

We run Church Services on an alternating schedule.
Subject to space. All services are posted online at www.

David Chaves
EXCAVATING

Family Owned & Opernated Scuce 1950

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish
Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. -
Martha “Marti” Morten-
son passed away March
3, 2024, in Keene, N.H.,
surrounded by her loving
family. Marti was born on
December 30, 1933. She
grew up in Keene with her
parents Clyde and Ma-
bel Clark, until they were
tragically killed in the infa-
mous Cocoanut Grove fire
in Boston when she was
just 8 years old. Her sis-
ter Ann, 15, survived the
fire, but she, Martha, and
younger sister Carol, 3,
were sadly separated. John
and Christine Peterson of
Keene then raised her as
their daughter, later adopt-
ing her in her adulthood.

Marti was an outgo-
ing and successful young
woman. At an early age,
Marti became enamored
with the performing arts
world. She played the pi-
ano, sang in an acapella
group, and participated in
summer theater for many
years. She toured with
these groups throughout
New England. In high
school, she was one of two
women in the state chosen
to attend Girls Nation.

During one of her high
school performances in
St. Johnsbury, Vt., a young
college student sat and
watched Marti perform.
He had never met this
beautiful young woman,
but leaned over to his
friend and said, “That’s the
woman I'm going to mar-
ry” That man was Howard
Mortenson, and he and
Marti would indeed mar-
ry on June 14, 1953. They
enjoyed a wonderful mar-
riage for 70 years, living
principally in their historic
Charlestown, N.H., home.

Marti was, in her own
way, a woman ahead of
her time. She enrolled in
Keene Teacher’s College
(now Keene State College)
at a time when only about
2% of women in the coun-
try attended college. Mar-
riage and children inter-
rupted her schooling, but
Marti later finished her
degree, while raising four
children. She then became
a teacher at Charlestown
Primary School.

Marti  subsequently
founded her own suc-
cessful real estate busi-
ness, Mortenson Real
Estate, again when it was
an industry dominated
by male owners. She was
a founder of the Charles-
town Womans Club, and
its first president. Marti
hosted a radio show on
WCEFR out of Springfield,
Vt. She also produced and
starred in local television
commercials for her busi-
ness, again when this was
not commonplace. Later in
life, she found her way into
a cameo role in a movie.
Marti was told she would
only have a non-speaking
part, but in her typical “just
watch me” way, she ended
up with a speaking role.
Unfortunately, the critics
hated the movie, but not
Marti’s short performance.

In their later years, Marti
and Howard traveled the
world together, a list that
included trips to every

Martha Mortenson, 1933-2024.
PHOTO PROVIDED
continent, much of the

U.S.A., and most European
countries. But their favor-
ite spots were their homes
in Charlestown and Maine,
and for many years their
summer home on Great Is-
land on Lake Sunapee.

Marti and Howard were
recognized by the Town
of Charlestown in 2021
as community stewards,
and had a plaque placed
in their honor at the town
offices.

Marti is survived by her
loving husband Howard
Mortenson of Charles-
town, N.H.; and by her four
children Heidi (Bruce)
Hadley of Duxbury, Mass.,
Cindy Bar (Steve MacAl-
lister) of Annapolis, Md.,
Steve Mortenson (Dawne)
of Charlestown, N.H., and
Heather (Tom) Minkler of
Keene, N.H.; eleven grand-
children; and fifteen great-
grandchildren. They were
all the loves of her life for
the woman who believed
“family matters most.”

She was predeceased
by her older sister Ann
Gallager of Keene, and is
survived by her younger
sister Carol Robinson of
Croydon, N.H., and many
nieces and nephews.

The family would like
to thank the caring staff at
Covenant Living of Keene,
where Marti was a resi-
dent the past year, and the
professionals at Cheshire
Medical Center for their
support and care of Marti.
The family asks that in lieu
of flowers, donations be
made to the Colonial Per-
forming Arts Center, 95
Main Street, Keene, NH
03431.

There will be calling
hours on Friday evening,
March 15, from 4-6 p.m.,
at the Charlestown Memo-
rial Chapel, 34 Main Street,
Charlestown, N.H., with
a small service at 6 p.m.
Burial will be held in the
spring at Pine Crest Cem-
etery in Charlestown.

Arrangements are with
Stringer Funeral Homes
and Crematorium, 146
Broad Street, Claremont,
N.H. To view an online
memorial or send a private
message of condolence,
visit www.stringerfh.com.

DAVIS

MEMORIAL CHAPEI

Family Owned Funeral Home
Funeral & Cremation Services
802-885-3322
99 Summer St, Springfield, VT
www.DavisMemorialChapel.net
Owners Scott and Angela Page

74 Logan Drive
Chester, VT
OFFICE 802-875-1837

BK SKIDDING LOGGING
AND EXCAVATING

Logging, Burning Brush, Culvert Repair,
Stump Removal, Lot Clearing

OWNER/OPERATOR
BRIEN
CELL 802-376-9751

173 Baltimore Road
kPerkinsville, VT 05151

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH

Building & Remodeling
Full Service Care Taking

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129
J
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

Great River Hydro, LLC Project No. 1855-050

NOTICE OF APPLICATION ACCEPTED FOR FILING, SOLICITING MOTIONS TO INTER-
VENE AND PROTESTS, READY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS, AND SOLICITING
COMMENTS, RECOMMENDATIONS, PRELIMINARY TERMS AND CONDITIONS, AND
PRELIMINARY FISHWAY PRESCRIPTIONS

(February 22, 2024)

Take notice that the following hydroelectric application has been filed with the Commission and
is available for public inspection.

a. Type of Application: New Major License

b. Project No.: 1855-050

c. Date Filed: May 1, 2017; material amendment filed December 7, 2020

d. Applicant: Great River Hydro, LLC (Great River Hydro)

e. Name of Project: Bellows Falls Hydroelectric Project (project)

f. Location: The project is located on the Connecticut River in Windsor and Windham
Counties, Vermont, and Sullivan and Cheshire Counties, New Hampshire.

g. Filed Pursuant to: Federal Power Act 16 U.S.C. §§ 791(a) - 825(r)

h. Applicant Contact: John Ragonese, FERC License Manager, Great River Hydro, LLC,

40 Pleasant Street, Suite 202, Portsmouth, NH 03801; (603) 498-2851 or jragonese@greatriverhy-
dro.com

i FERC Contact: Steve Kartalia, (202) 502-6131 or stephen.kartalia@ferc.gov

j. Deadline for filing motions to intervene and protests, comments,

recommendations, preliminary terms and conditions, and preliminary fishway prescriptions: 60
days from the issuance date of this notice; reply comments are due 105 days from the issuance
date of this notice.

The Commission strongly encourages electronic filing. Please file motions to intervene and
protests, comments, recommendations, terms and conditions, and prescriptions using the Com-
mission’s eFiling system at https://ferconline.ferc.gov/FERCOnline.aspx. Commenters can submit
brief comments up to 6,000 characters, without prior registration, using the eComment system
at https://ferconline.ferc.gov/QuickComment.aspx. You must include your name and contact
information at the end of your comments. For assistance, please contact FERC Online Support
at FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, (866) 208-3676 (toll free), or (202) 502-8659 (TTY). In lieu of
electronic filing, you may submit a paper copy. Submissions sent via the U.S. Postal Service must
be addressed to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Acting Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion, 888 First Street NE, Room 1A, Washington, DC 20426. Submissions sent via any other
carrier must be addressed to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Acting Secretary, Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission, 12225 Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland 20852. The first page of any filing
should include docket number P 1855-050.

The Commission’s Rules of Practice require all intervenors filing documents with the Commis-
sion to serve a copy of that document on each person on the official service list for the project.
Further, if an intervenor files comments or documents with the Commission relating to the
merits of an issue that may affect the responsibilities of a particular resource agency, they must
also serve a copy of the document on that resource agency.

k. This application has been accepted and is ready for environmental analysis at this time.

L Project Description: The Bellows Falls Project consists of: (1) a 643 foot-long,
30-foot-high concrete dam that includes: (a) two 18-foot-high, 115-foot-wide steel roller gates;
(b) two 13-foot-high, 121-foot-wide stanchion flashboards; and (c) a 13-foot-high, 100-foot-
wide stanchion flashboard; (2) a 26-mile-long, 2,804-acre impoundment with a useable storage
volume of 7,467 acre-feet between elevations 288.63 and 291.63 feet National Geodetic Vertical
Datum of 1929 (NGVD 29); (3) a 1,700-foot-long, 36- to 100-foot-wide, 29 foot-deep stone-
lined power canal; (4) a 130.25-foot-wide concrete forebay that includes trashracks with 4-inch
clear bar spacing; (5) a 186-foot-long, 106-foot-wide, 52 foot-high steel frame, brick powerhouse
containing three 13.6-megawatt (MW) vertical Francis turbine-generator units, for a total project
capacity of 40.8 MW; (6) three approximately 20-foot-high, 31-foot-wide concrete draft tubes;

(7) a 900-foot-long tailrace; (8) a 12-foot-wide, 10-foot-high ice sluice; (9) three 80-foot-long,
6.6-kilovolt generator leads that connect the turbine-generator units to two step-up transformers;
(10) a 920-foot-long, 8-foot-wide fishway; (11) a concrete fish barrier dam in the bypassed reach;
and (12) appurtenant facilities.

Great River Hydro operates the project in a peaking mode in coordination with its upstream
Wilder Project No. 1892 and downstream Vernon Project No. 1904. Average annual generation is
approximately 239,070 MW-hours. Great River Hydro is proposing several protection, mitiga-
tion, and enhancement measures for aquatic, terrestrial, cultural, recreation resources, and threat-
ened and endangered species, as well as changes to project operation that would reduce impound-
ment fluctuations and increase the stability of downstream flow releases relative to current project
operation, including targeted water surface elevation levels and flow ramping rates. Great River
Hydro also proposes to install a new turbine on the downstream side of the spillway that would
generate power using the 300-cubic feet per second proposed minimum flow to the bypassed
reach. The specific proposed changes are described in the amended application, the settlement
agreement filed on August 4, 2022, and the revised relicensing proposal filed on June 8, 2023.

m. A copy of the application can be viewed on the Commission’s website at http://www.
ferc.gov using the “eLibrary” link. Enter the docket number excluding the last three digits in the
docket number field to access the document. For assistance, contact FERC Online Support.

n. Anyone may submit comments, a protest, or a motion to intervene in accordance with
the requirements of Rules of Practice and Procedure, 18 C.ER. §$ 385.210, .211, and .214. In de-
termining the appropriate action to take, the Commission will consider all protests or other com-
ments filed, but only those who file a motion to intervene in accordance with the Commission’s
Rules may become a party to the proceeding. Any comments, protests, or motions to intervene
must be received on or before the specified comment date for the particular application.

All filings must: (1) bear in all capital letters the title “PROTEST;” “MOTION TO INTERVENE,”
“COMMENTS,” “REPLY COMMENTS,” “RECOMMENDATIONS,” “PRELIMINARY TERMS
AND CONDITIONS,” or “PRELIMINARY FISHWAY PRESCRIPTIONS;” (2) set forth in the
heading the name of the applicant and the project number of the application to which the filing
responds; (3) furnish the name, address, and telephone number of the person submitting the
filing; and (4) otherwise comply with the requirements of 18 CFR §$ 385.2001 through 385.2005.
All comments, recommendations, terms and conditions, or prescriptions must set forth their
evidentiary basis and otherwise comply with the requirements of 18 CFR § 4.34(b). Agencies
may obtain copies of the application directly from the applicant. A copy of any protest or motion
to intervene must be served upon each representative of the applicant specified in the particular
application. A copy of all other filings in reference to this application must be accompanied by
proof of service on all persons listed on the service list prepared by the Commission in this pro-
ceeding, in accordance with 18 CFR §$ 4.34(b) and 385.2010.

The Commission’s Office of Public Participation (OPP) supports meaningful public engagement
and participation in Commission proceedings. OPP can help members of the public, including
landowners, environmental justice communities, Tribal members and others, access publicly
available information and navigate Commission processes. For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as interventions, comments, or requests for rehearing, the public is
encouraged to contact OPP at (202) 502-6595 or OPP@ferc.gov.

You may also register online at https://ferconline.ferc.gov/FERCOnline.aspx to be notified via
email of new filings and issuances related to this or other pending projects. For assistance, con-
tact FERC Online Support.

o. The applicant must file no later than 60 days following the date of issuance of this
notice: (1) a copy of the water quality certification; (2) a copy of the request for certification,
including proof of the date on which the certifying agency received the request; or (3) evidence of
waiver of water quality certification.

p- Procedural Schedule: The application will be processed according to the following
schedule. Revisions to the schedule will be made as appropriate.

MILESTONE: Deadline for filing motions to intervene, protests, comments, recommendations,
preliminary terms and conditions, and preliminary fishway prescriptions
TARGET DATE: April 2024

MILESTONE: Deadline for filing reply comments
TARGET DATE: May 2024

q. Final amendments to the application must be filed with the Commission no later than
30 days from the issuance date of this notice.

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Acting Secretary.

MARCH 15 -

LUDLOW, Vt. — Fletcher
Memorial, Cavendish
Community, and Mount
Holly Libraries present three-
time Iditarod participant
Karen Land and her sled
dogs Chloe and Noggin on
Friday, March 15, from 6-7
p.m. Karen will share their
experiences of participating
in the 1,049-mile sled dog
race across Alaska. This is
a free and family-friendly
event. Please note it is
being held ot the Ludlow
Town Hall Auditorium, 37
Depot Street, Ludlow Vt.,
not at the libraries. Please
use on-street parking or

the municipal lot behind
Brewfest Beverage Co.

MARCH 16 -

S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. -
South Londonderry Free
Library invites kids of

all ages to celebrate

mud season by making
sugarhouse collages with art
teacher Casey Junker Bailey
on Saturday, March 16, at
10:30 a.m. We'll be using
wood, fin, paper, and fluffy
cotton for this fun project.
Thanks to a generous

grant from the Stratton
Foundation, kids will also
receive a free sugaring
book to keep. Contact the
library at 802-824-3371

for more information.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. -
The Charlestown
Congregational Church,
71 Main Street, invites

the public to take out a
corned beef and cabbage
dinner on Saturday, March
16, from 4-5:30 p.m.

A complete dinner will

be provided for a smalll
fee. This traditional New
England boiled dinner

will also include potatoes,
cabbage, turnip, carrots,
onions, rolls, and dessert.
Our tasty feast is prepared
by some of the best cooks in
the valley.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Springfield Town Library will
host a Kids Plant Party on
Saturday, March 16, at 11
a.m. While the grown-ups
dig into starting seeds, there
will be plenty of plant-based
fun in the kids’ room with
gardening stories, crafts,
and games.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - The
Bellows Falls Moose Lodge
will host a building fund
bingo on Saturday, March
16. Doors open at 11:30
a.m., and bingo sfarts at

1 p.m. Food available for
purchase. The lodge is
located at 59 Henry Street,
Bellows Falls. Call 802-463-
4054 for more information.

MARCH 17 -
PLYMOUTH, Vt. - The
Plymouth Historical Society
will be holding a help
session on genealogy on
Sunday, March 17, from
2-4 p.m., at the former
Plymouth Elementary
School, Route 100,
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Plymouth Union, Vt. Please
join us, and bring any
information that you have
regarding your family
history.

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. -
Wear your favorite flannel
and join the Expeditionary
School at Black River (ESBR)
for a fun spring fundraiser
on Sunday, March 17,
from 4-6 p.m., at Outer
Limits Brewing, 60 Village
Green in Proctorsville. We
are looking forward to
this big hurrah before the
winter season winds down
and mud season takes
over. Bid on a variety of
items and gift certificates
from local businesses, with
proceeds to benefit ESBR.
Family friendly, and Outer
Limits offers a wonderful
atmosphere.

MARCH 19 -
PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. — On
Tuesday, March 19, at 6
p.m., Astronomer Claudio
Veliz with the Southern
Vermont Astronomy Group
will discuss the moon,
eclipses, and how to
prepare for the upcoming
April 8 eclipse, at the
Cavendish Community
Library. Presented in
conjunction with the
Cavendish Conservation
Association.

MARCH 20 -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Springfield Town Library
will host a World Frog
Day Party for kids on
Wednesday, March 20,
at 4 p.m. Come meet the
library’s new frogs and
celebrate World Frog Day
with all the froggiest stories,
games, and crafts.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The
First Congregational Church
of Springfield will host a
free community lunch on
Wednesday, March 20,
from11:30 a.m. - 12:30
p.m. The menu will be
broccoli, ham, and cheese
sauce over rice, green
salad, rolls, and brownies/
fruit with ice cream.

SUNDAYS -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Bellows Falls Loyal Order
of Moose will be hosting

a community breakfast on
the first and third Sunday
of every month downstairs
at the Bellows Falls Moose
Lodge, 59 Westminster
Street in Bellows Falls, from
8-10 a.m. All you can eat
for a minimal cost.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The
Catamount Composite
Squadron of the Civil Air
Patrol meets Sundays, from
3:30-5:30 p.m., at Hartness
Airport in Springfield.

The Civil Air Patrol is the
auxiliary unit of the U.S.
Air Force tasked with the
mission of supporting
America’s communities
with emergency response,
diverse aviation and
ground services, youth
development, and

promotion of air, space,
and cyber power. Cadets
as young as 12 and senior
members of any age make
up this diverse group of
volunteers.

MONDAYS -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. — Free
Tobacco Quit class led by
Sarah Doyle, Mondays,
from 6-7 p.m., at Parks
Place, 44 School Street
Extension, Bellows Falls.
Dinner included. Call or
text Sarah at 802-289-
0045 or email sdoyle@
springfieldmed.org.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Overeaters Anonymous
12-Step Recovery Program
is Mondays, from 7-8 p.m.,
at Parks Place, 44 School
Street Extension in Bellows
Falls. The program is free.
For more information go fo
www.oa.org.

WALPOLE, N.H. — Meeting
of Alcoholics Anonymous
on Mondays at 6:30 p.m.
in St. John’s Parish Halll,
Walpole.

TUESDAYS -

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Come check out TOPS -
Take Off Pounds Sensibly.
We are a nonjudgmental,
affordable, and supportive
weight loss group. The

first visit is free. We are
taking Covid precautions
so a mask is required while
attending the meeting. All
are welcome; youth must
be at least 9 to attend and
have parental permission.
Meetings are every Tuesday
at 25 Cherry Hill in Bellows
Falls. Weigh-ins start at
5:45 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS -
LUDLOW, Vt. - Cardio

& Sculpt, Wednesdays at
9:30 a.m. at the Spring
House at Jackson Gore. Call
802-228-1419 for more

information.

LUDLOW, Vt. - Aqua
Sculpt, Wednesdays at
10:35 a.m. at the Spring
House at Jackson Gore. Calll
802-228-1419 for more

information.

WESTMINSTER, Vt. — The
First Congregational Church
of Westminster’s Souper
Wednesdays are held every
Wednesday until May 1,
from 12-2 p.m., in the
Church Fellowship Hall, with
several delicious soups to
try. All are welcome.

THURSDAYS -
CHESTER, Vt. — Knit Knite
at Six Loose Ladies on

the Chester Common
Thursdays, from 5-8 p.m.,
and via Zoom, from 7-8

p.m.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — Free
Chair Yoga classes for ages
50 and over are held on
Thursdays from 9-9:45
a.m., at the Springfield
Senior Center, 139 Main
Street. All equipment is
provided.

PUBLIC NOTICE

OF INTENT TO APPLY HERBICIDES
RIGHT-OF-WAY MAINTENANCE

To prevent safety hazards and the interruption of electric service, National Grid is obligated to maintain its
rights-of-way and carefully control the growth of certain tree species under transmission lines. The most

effective method of accomplishing this is selective herbicide treatment. The herbicides that are used have been
registered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Certified and experienced applicators will apply the
treatments with handheld tools. A permit has been applied for through the Secretary of Agriculture by National
Grid for the purpose of making a selective ground-based treatment of the following herbicides: Garlon 4 Ultra
(Triclopyr); Krenite S (Ammonium salt of Fosamine); Escort XP (Metsulfuron Methyl); Rodeo (Isopropylamine
Salt of Glyphosate); or Polaris (Isopropylamine salt of Imazapyr) on its rights-of-way in the following towns:

ROW: Towns:
1667 Brattleboro, Dummerston, Putney, Rockingham, Westminster
1670 Brattleboro

The treatment will start on or about June 3, 2024

National Grid uses GIS based topographic maps to locate public water supplies, which will be avoided.
Vermont regulations require National Grid to warn residents to protect private water supplies and
environmentally sensitive areas. It is the responsibility of the residents to notify the Company contact person of
the existence of private water supplies or other environmentally sensitive areas located within 100 feet of the
right-of-way.

Landowners with questions regarding private water supplies on the Company’s rights-of-way maintenance
program should contact:
Mariclaire Rigby
National Grid
939 Southbridge Street
Worcester, MA 01610
Telephone: (781) 290-8310 or mariclaire.rigby@nationalgrid.com

Residents who wish to submit comments regarding this vegetation management treatment should contact:
Vermont Department of Agriculture
State Office Building, 116 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05602
Telephone: (802) 828-2431
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Why won’t my dog come

when called?

REGION - An ineffective “re-
call” is probably the most com-
mon training complaint that I
get from clients.

I had a client call me a cou-
ple years ago and their biggest
training issue was the recall.
They lived in a rural area, no
other houses nearby. The dog
didn’tleave the property; he just
liked being outside better than
being inside.

Like most people, they have
to go to work, or do errands.
When they call the dog to bring
him inside the dog ignored
them. They call again, and
now patience starts to run thin.
They get frustrated. They raise
their voice. They try to go to the
dog and the dog retreats. They
offer the dog food - the dog
wouldn't take it. Now they were
late for work.

The only way they could se-
cure the dog was to open their
car door. The dog would reli-
ably jump in because it meant
that he was going along too
and not being left alone. They
would then leash the dog and
take him inside. The car was a
good fail-safe for now. That too
would fall apart eventually.

So, let’s unpack this. Dogs
are simple in some ways and
in other ways they have super-
powers. One of their super-
powers is connecting events.
In training lingo this is called
“respondent” learning or “clas-
sical” learning.

Think about this. When do
you call your dog? Most people
call their dog when they need
to control the dog in some way.
Maybe you have to go to the
store and you need the dog to
come inside, or you need to call
the dog to secure the dog in a
crate, or you call the dog to take
something away from the dog.
These are all valid reasons to

call your dog, but think about it
from the dog’s point of view. All
these examples have negative
consequences. What the dog
learns is that the recall is a pre-
dictor of something negative.
The dog avoids coming to you.
“But my dog should come
when I call anyway, because
I want them to!” Is this realis-
tic? Dogs are hardwired to find
the pathway to reinforcement,
something they want. They
are also hardwired to avoid
the things that they don't like.
These are your two options.
Punish the dog for not coming,
or reward the dog for coming.

Positive reinforcement train-
ing is building motor patterns
in the dog’s brain through rep-
etition and reward. Each time
you give the dog a cue and re-
ward the dog, that cue is getting
stronger. This is called the rein-
forcement history. How many
times has the recall been cued
and reinforced over the dog’s
life time? One hundred times is
a start, a thousand times is bet-
ter. A cue is only as strong as its
reinforcement history.

A great recall is built by giv-
ing the dog’s formal recall cue
many times, and always follow-
ing it up with a reward. I start
this with puppies at 8 weeks old.
By the time the dog is an adult,
that cue has a deep reinforce-
ment history attached to it.

Make sure that you reward
your dog each and every time
you call them so that the emo-
tion attached to it is a good one.
Call your dog often and at dif-
ferent times, under different
circumstances. Reward and
release. Soon your dog will be
racing to you when you call.

Written by Noel Hoffmann
Dog Training and Behavior
Consulting.
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AUCTION

HELP WANTED

SPRINGFIELD, VT - Auction held
Tuesday, March 26, 2024 «ot
10:00 AM at 368 River Street. To
be auctioned: Marjorie Swasey —
Storage Unit #31.

FOR SALE

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — 2005 Envoy
Denali, 151,000 miles, 5.3 LS
V-8, black, decent shape, too
many new parts fo list, needs left
rear backing plate for inspection
(e-brake inop), near new studded
snows, near new 107x| summer
tires, and trailer brake controller.
$4,500 or BRO, text 802-291-
2026 for details.

GUNS
WANTED

REGION - Guns wanted. Hand-
guns, rifles, or shotguns. Top
prices paid. Call Ray at 802-775-
2859 or 802-236-7213.

LUDLOW, Vt. — Full time bar-
tender wanted at the American
Legion in Ludlow. Work nights.
Stop in or call 802-228-9807.

WANTED

SPRINGFIELD AREA - Hardwood
logs wanted. If you need frees
removed give me a call. If you
want hardwood trees cleaned up
and removed, log length or cut,

I'm your guy. 603-443-7009.

Attention Proctorsville and
Cavendish residents

Registration has begun at Cavendish Town Elementary
School for Kindergarten. If your child will be 5 years old
before September 1, 2024, please contact the school office
for registration forms. If your child attends preschool in
the district please contact the school office to confirm your
child’s registration.

Contact Donna Hamilton at the school office at
802-875-7758 or via email at donna.hamilton@trsu.org

Green Mountain Union
High School is looking
for a Varsity Softball
Coach and Middle
School Baseball Coach
starting in April 2024

For more information or
to apply please email todd.
parah@trsu.org. Background
Check Required EOE.

Chester-Andover Elementary School
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

Chester-Andover Elementary School has begun the
process of registration for children who will be eligible
for Kindergarten for the 2024/2025 school year. Children
must be 5 years old on or before August 31, 2024.

Please contact the school office at 802-875-6832 or email
kim.leonard@trsu.org to let us know your child will be
attending.

WNESU Kindergarten Registration

If you live in Rockingham, Westminster, Athens, Grafton, and
Saxtons River, it’s time to register your child for kindergarten.
Please visit www.wnesu.org’s Family and Student Information
and Resources tab and “Kindergarten Registration” and access
each elementary schools’ online registration form. Students
must be 5 years old by September 1, 2024.

Families who would like to request paper copies can contact
Windham Northeast Supervisory Union’s individual elementary
schools, with contact information at www.wnesu.org.
Registration paperwork should be returned by April 12th, 2024.

Milfoil Inspector / Greeter

The Lake Rescue Association has a part-time position
available this summer for a Milfoil Inspector / Greeter at the
Lake Rescue Fishing Access Boat Ramp in Ludlow, VT. The
position involves working six hours per day on up to three
days per week (typically Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and major
holidays from Memorial Day to Labor Day). The position pays
$20/Hour.

The job includes paid training with the Vermont Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation. Responsibilities include
screening and data logging of incoming and outgoing water-
craft such as motorboats, fishing boats, kayaks, canoes, paddle
boards, etc. looking for evidence of invasive water species such
as Eurasian milfoil. Interested candidates should send a resume
to George Thomson at gothomson131vt@gmail.com.

Shawntae Webb
Publisher; Ad Designer
publisher@vermontjournal.com
ads@vermontjournal.com

Danielle Goodwin
Sales Representative
sales@vermontjournal.com

Nick Giberti
Edlitor; Calendar of Events
editor@vermontjournal.com
calendar@vermontjournal.com

Paula Benson
Billing Manager, Staff Writer
billing@vermontjournal.com

Corporate & Production Office:
8 High Street « Ludlow, VT 05149
802-228-3600

Journal, LLC is a member of the Vermont Press Association

Part-Time Library Director - Butterfield Library
Westminster Institute - Westminster, VT

The Butterfield Library has a part-time position for a skilled
and energetic Library Director. We are looking for candi-
dates excited to bring new and creative ideas to shape our
library of the future. In addition to managing the library, the
Director will develop new programs and activities, expand
community outreach, and create a welcoming space for
people of all ages to enjoy and learn.

The position is approximately 17-20 hours a week, at the rate
of $21-$23 per hour, with limited benefits. Some evening
and/or weekend hours are included. The schedule will be
developed in coordination with the successful candidate
after assessing the current schedule. To apply, please send

a resume and cover letter to sjharlow@myfairpoint.net or
jgrout@high5adventure.org, Butterfield Library Trustees.
The position is open until filled.

For a description of the position and more detail, go to:
butterfieldlibrarywestminster.wordpress.com.

The Butterfield Library, part of the Westminster Institute
located in Westminster village, has a 100-year history of
serving the community.

sl BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks ¢ $250 for 26 Weeks ¢ $400 for 52 Weeks

Art Craofts Gifts

GALLERY AT THE VAULT

Art Crafts Gifts & Workshops

68 Main St, Springfield 802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7
http://galleryvault.org

Photography Show Oceania by Len Emery
Open Wall: Thoughts of Spring

Workshops http://galleryvault.org/workshops
FREE! Draw Cartoons w/ E.B. Sciales (Middle School) 3/22
1-3 p.m. Meets at Springfield Library. Please Register.
FREE! Draw Cartoons w/ E.B. Sciales (Teens & Adults) 3/22
4-6 p.m. Meets at VAULT. Please Register.
Handmade Books w/ Deborah Stuart 3/23
Raku Pottery w/ Andrew Berends 4/6 & 4/13
Painting Flowers in Watercolor w/ Rob O’Brien 4/6
Flowers in Texture & Colorw/ Julie Crabtree 4/27
(04/24/24-TFN - 13)

Builders/Contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC

“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-
fions on up fo full renovations, and new construction too. Our
clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer
care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.
mortensen@gmail.com.

Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/20/24 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION

Over 25 years of experience in all phases of consfruction.
Framing, finish carpentry, custom showers and file work, hard-
wood flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in

Proctorsville. 802-558-5267.
(05/15/24 - 13)

NEW ENGLAND HOME
BUIDING AND REMODEL
802-779-3414 — Located in Weston, VT

Kitchens, Additions, and Remodels. Finish Carpentry and Cabinet
Work. Property Maintenance. Fully Insured, Free Esfimates.

Like us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM!

www.newenglandhomebuildingandremodel.com
(06/05/24 - 52)

Campground

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND

2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2024! REASONABLE RATES!
802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com.

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large
Private Sites!
(05/08/24 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC

Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours; Tuesday Tpm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
10am-6pm.

(08/14/24 - TFN - 52)

Electrician

KJ ELECTRIC LLC

802-428-6224

kjelectric63@gmail.com

Chester, VT

Licensed and Insured

Quality installation and service since 2005
“Wiring is not a hobby! Call a professional”
(01/29/25 - 52)

Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereatter.

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN

Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates.
32 years experience. Confact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or

stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com.
(05/22/24-13)

Okemo Vadlley TV

Ways to Watch Local Programming

OnTV: Comcast 1076 & 1086 | VTel 166 & 167

Online: Go to okemovalley.tv/watch fo watch Live TV
oron video on demand

You Tube: okemovalleytv

Streaming App: Download Okemo Valley TV app for free

(Apple TV, Roku, Fire TV, Google Play, & mobile)
(04/03/24 - TFN - 13)

Organic Lawn & Land Care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN

Serving Chester and surrounding fowns

Now Accepting New Customers- Our commitment fo fully or-
ganic lawn and garden care practices gives you peace of
mind for all the kids, pets, nature, and friends using your yard.
Our Commercial Electric equipment is clean and quiet, so you
can relax while we make your property beautiful for you.

We're Different- Green Bee has earned an Organic Land Man-
agement Professional Accreditation and can tailor a plan for
managing your property to meet your goals. Large or small, all
properties will benefit from utilizing this approach.

We are fully insured, reliable, and priced right. Like us on Face-
book and Reach Out Today fo secure your spot! Call, text, or

email: 802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com.
(08/07/24 - 26)
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A business plan can be your guide to growth

REGION - Whether you're
a current business owner or a
budding entrepreneur burn-
ing with the next great idea,
one of the most important
steps you can take on your
road to success is creating a
business plan. Why? A well-
thought-out and well-writ-
ten business plan captures
your vision, illustrates it for
others - including potential
lenders and investors — and
creates the roadmap you
and your management team
need to guide you through
the growth of your busi-
ness. Consider the following
points:

If youre a current busi-
ness owner, you probably
feel like youre always work-

ing to close the next big deal,
juggling financials, or re-
sponding to the latest crisis.
Remember, however, that
its important to periodically
climb out of the trees and
take a good, hard look at the
forest. A business plan can
help you do just that: take
stock of where you've been,
and lay the groundwork for
where you're headed.

If you're a budding entre-
preneur, a business plan can
help you raise money. It will
help prove to potential inves-
tors and lenders that your
idea is worth funding.

For both current and po-
tential business owners, the
process of creating a business
plan can prove beneficial by

revealing potential risks and

uncovering  opportunities
that may not otherwise be
apparent.

A business plan should
be comprehensive, yet as
concise as possible. Al-
though there are no limits
to the length, a business plan
should respect the time of
your readers while providing
the information they need to
make important decisions.
Before you begin writing,
consider contacting an attor-
ney or business consultant
with expertise in business
plan writing. Following are
some of the main compo-
nents of a business plan.

Cover page and table of
contents

Location: 612 Route 100

Parcel Id: 001000

Application #: 2024-02

Town of Plymouth
Public Notice of Hearing

Before the Planning Commission and

Zoning Board of Adjustment

A public hearing before the Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Rlymouth will be held on Tuesday, April 2, 2024 at 7:00 P.M. in the auditorium of the Plymouth Town
Hall, located at 68 Town Office Rd. Plymouth, VT to consider a Conditional Use Permit application for:

Applicant: PJC STR, LLC (Jodi Cauture)

Proposal: Rebuild a single family existing dwelling over existing foundation

Structures.

Application #: 2024-06

Town of Plymouth
Public Notice of Hearing

Before the Planning Commission and

Zoning Board of Adjustment

A public hearing before the Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Plymouth will be held on Tuesday, April 2, 2024 at 7:00 P.M. in the auditorium of the Plymouth Town
Hall, located at 68 Town Office Rd., Plymouth, VT to consider a Conditional Use Permit application for:

Applicant: Rebecca Ruplin
Location: 2185 Lynds Hill Rd.
Parcel 1d: 000626

Proposal:

Change of Use to a Rural Small Enterprise and to apply for a permit for 2 un-permitted

changes of road names.

into 5 lots,

meoleman@plymouthvt.org

Town of Plymouth
Public Notice of Hearing

Before the Planning Commission and

Zoning Board of Adjustment

A public hearing before the Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Plymouth will be held on Tuesday, April 2, 2024 at 7:00 P.M. in the auditorium of the Plymouth Town
Hall, located at 68 Town Office Rd. Plymouth, VT to hear comments from the public regarding proposed

The following town highways and private roads / driveways have two (2) or more structures. The
Planning Commission has recommended naming the following:
Gilmore Road: a class 4 road from Kingdom Rd. to Dix Hill Rd.

Caroline Road: a private road off Great Roaring Brook Road. Created by the Sculti 4 lot sub-division.

Duck Pond Drive: a private road off Route 100 at the site of the former Michael gravel pit sub-division

Plymouth Vista Estates Road: a private road off Route 1004, the Sweetser sub-division into 5 lots.
Moore’s Pond Drive: a private road off Lynds Hill Road with 3 lots with 3 camps.

Comments regarding the proposed changes may be submitted verbally at the Public Hearing. Written
comments may also be submitted via email to Mike Coleman, Plymouth Planning Commissioner at

issucs.

in the collection of taxces.

monthly.

continuing disclosurc.

disasters.

Recommended Qualifications

Town Of Plymouth, Vermont
Treasurer / Tax Collector

e Directs and performs duties involving the daily operations of the Treasurer/Tax Collector’s office;
develops office procedures and documents, reviews, prepares and administers departmental budget
and works with Town Clerk to prepare Annual Report.

e Maintains cffective working relationships with Town officials, staff, and members of the

community. Meets and speaks with taxpayers, the general public, municipal or other business
associates to provide answers, address complaints and requests, deal with errors or other job-related

e Manages the billing and collects all monies for the Town including real estate property, fees,
charges, bills and revenues committed to the Treasurer/Tax Collector.
e Prepares municipal lien certificates, delinquency notifications and all other documents as required

e Works with the Town Clerk to oversee the collection, deposit and reconciles bank statements for
all Town accounts; prepare reports for Town’s annual audit; and balance cash, receivables, and debt

e [nitiates collection action on delinquent accounts. Prepares and collects tax liens and pursucs
foreclosures and oversees tax title records and sclling of tax title property at auction.
e Manages debt including the borrowing of funds for the Town, compliance with all reporting

requirements, timely payment of debt obligations, preparation of all financial documents including

e Works with the Town Clerk to manage payroll, ensures that employees arc properly enrolled in the
system; maintains carnings records for all employees. Prepares and files W-2 information and all
other third-party required reports.

e Performs such other dutics as are required by the Sclect Board or as the situation dictates.

e Works with Town Officials, Staff and FEMA on documentation/reporting on recent and future

Dcgree in business administration, finance, accounting or related ficld preferred; at least two years of
experience in business or financial management preferably in a municipal Treasurer and/or Collectors
office; or an equivalent combination of education and experience.

Compcetitive salary as well as a

great Municipal Benefit Package to include health & dental insurance,
retirement plan, paid holidays, and paid vacation.

Please submit a completed application to the Plymouth Town Clerk’s Office at 68 Town Office Road,
Plymouth, Vermont 05056 or email clerk@plymouthvt.org. Applications will be accepted until the position
is filled. The Town of Plymouth is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

The cover page is simply
a title page for your business
plan document. It should in-
clude the name of the compa-
ny, address, phone number,
owners’ names, and contact
information. It should also
include the date on which
the document was finalized
and published. The table of
contents helps readers navi-
gate through the document
and identifies page numbers
for each of the sections.

Executive summary

The executive summary
is essentially your elevator
pitch — an abridged version
of the business plan that
describes to readers why
your business is worthy of
their attention and possibly
their money. It should be no
longer than one page, but
should contain all pertinent
details. For this reason, it is
often easier to write this sec-
tion last.

An executive summary
should answer readers’ pri-
mary questions - ie., are
you looking for funding, is
the document a strategic
guidebook for management,
or both? As you draft your
executive summary, keep
in mind that many read-
ers will decide whether the
subsequent pages are worth
reviewing based on this im-
portant section.

Business description

The business description
is the first major section
of your business plan, and
should provide more details
on the nature of your busi-
ness. One paragraph should
outline the key elements of
your business, and then sub-
sequent paragraphs might
expand on each. These ele-
ments should include:

Product or service descrip-

tion — Describe in detail the
product sold or service pro-
vided. If you are producing
a product, explain how the
product is manufactured.
What materials are used?
Who are your suppliers?
What are the costs of pro-
duction? If you provide a ser-
vice, describe what it is and
why it is different. How will
it be provided? In this sec-
tion, you might also address
potential pitfalls and how
they will be addressed. For
example, if demand for your
product or service is higher
than expected, how will you
manage the volume?

Legal structure — Business
entities come in a wide vari-
ety of legal structures, rang-
ing from sole proprietorships
and partnerships, to cor-
porations. Each has its own
pros and cons. In this section
of the business plan, you'll
need to describe the entity
you selected, and the reasons
for your decision. Include
supporting documentation
(e.g, a partnership agree-
ment).

Business and industry de-
scription — Who are your key
advisors and managers, and
how does their experience
benefit your organization?
Where are you located, and
why did you choose this lo-
cation? You might also want
to use this section to describe
the genesis of your busi-
ness - i.e., how and why you
decided to launch the ven-
ture. Provide details on the
industry you are in, and why
your business has a competi-
tive edge. Include relevant
data and illustrations, if ap-
plicable. For example, a retail
establishment might include
a map highlighting strong
pedestrian traffic patterns in

the area.

Market analysis and mar-
keting strategy

Perhaps the most influen-
tial section of your business
plan, the market analysis
and marketing strategy sec-
tions are where you convince
readers that your business
will be successful.

The market analysis sec-
tion should provide a specific
and detailed analysis of your
target market, including
what you have done to maxi-
mize your opportunity with-
in it. Who are your current
and potential customers, and
why? Summarize any market
research you have conducted
to prove the viability of your
business. How big is your po-
tential market? Who are the
major competitors?

If your business plan is
intended for potential inves-
tors or lenders, this section
will help convince them that
you truly understand your
market and are an expert in
your industry. If your plan is
primarily designed to edu-
cate key employees, it will
provide the basic informa-
tion they need to strategize
and carry out your vision for
growth.

Once you have conducted
thorough market research,
the next step is to brainstorm
how you will market your
product or service within
your industry. This market-
ing strategy section of the
business plan should pro-
vide details about how you
will promote your products
and services. How will you
differentiate yourself from
the competition within your
target market? What is your
business’s value proposition

See FINANCE on Page 9

SUPERIOR COURT
Windsor Unit

Inre ESTATE of : |
L

—

STATE OF VERMONT

PROBATE DIVISION
Docket No.: 24-PR-01255

Barbara Champaghe

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the Creditors of: Barbara Champagne

late of Reading

Decedent

Deted;

N mpn 24

Decedent’s Town of Residence

| have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims against the decedent or the
estate must present their claims in writing within four {4) months of the first publication of this notice.
The claim must be presented to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The
claim may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.

.

Executor/Administratar
Robert A. Perkins

- 1 l“-‘ﬂy.—’r'l\'ng Jldo‘u'ss- T

| ¢/o Parker & Ankuda P.C., P.O. Box 519

Windsor Unit

RE:

Dated

2/ =202y

Name of Publication:

Publication date:

Phone Number | Email | City, state, Zip
B02-885-2582 \ Springfield VT 05156 i
Name of Publication: Vermaont Journal - The Shopper
Publication Date: Marchiiz 2028
Name of Probate Court: Vermont Superior Court, Windsor County, Probate Division
Address of Probate Court: 12 The Green
Woodstock VT 05091
STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT PROBATE DIVISION

ESTATE OF JOYCE NEWTON
Late of Chester, Vermont

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the creditors of the Estate of Joyce Newton
Late of Chester, Vermont

['have been appointed Executor of the above-named Estate. All creditors having claims
against the Estate must present their claims in writing within 4 months of the date of publication
of this notice. The claim mu:;‘.t be presented to me at the address listed below with a copy filed
with the register of the Probate Court. The claim will be forever barred if it is not presented

as described above within the four-month deadline.

signed oD erald YU ikl

Case No. 24-PR-00717

Don Williams, Administrator

Address c/o Jake L. Thompson, Esq.
Otterman and Allen, P.C.
P.O. Box 473
Barre, Vermont 05641

The Vermont Journal

March 13, 2024
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Narcan explained to

Ludlow Rotary

LUDLOW, Vt. - The im-
pact of drug addiction and
its related overdose problem
was the subject of a recent
Ludlow Rotary Club (LRC)
meeting. Alastair Huntley,
AmeriCorps alumnus and
a harm reduction advocate,
spoke to the members of the
LRC about the purpose of
Narcan, also known as nal-
oxone, a drug for restoring
breathing to an overdosed
person.

Huntley, introduced by
Melanie Gulde, a LRC Ro-
tarian and program direc-
tor of Divided Sky, located
in Ludlow, addressed the
key questions of identifying
someone suffering from an
overdose, how to prepare
the person for Narcan, and
the need for quick contact to
911. He outlined the impor-
tant sequence needed to en-
sure that the Narcan was de-
livered: (1) check to see that

it was an overdose, (2) im-
mediately contact 9-1-1, (3)
administer the Narcan, (4)
position the victim properly,
(5) support the victim until
911 arrives.

He noted that there were
a variety of overdose signs
to check for, chief among
them being the inability to
breath. This will result in a
lack of blood being pumped
through the body. One
quick way to see this is via
the fingernails, which, when
blood is slowed, will turn
blue.

Huntley stressed the im-
portance of contacting 911
to get medical assistance as
quickly as possible.

The Narcan is a very sim-
ple matter to administer. It is
contained in a small pump,
which is pressed into the
nostrils of the victim. Im-
mediately after administer-
ing the Narcan, the victim

should be lain on his or
her side to help breathing
return to normal.

The final step is impor-
tant to ensure the victim
remains in the correct
position until 911 arrives.

Narcan is available
from many health and
drug avoidance pro-
grams. Huntley distrib-
uted Narcan kits to the
LRC members. Informa-
tion is available by call-
ing a national help line at
1-800-662-4357, or at the
Vermont Health website
at  www.healthvermont.
gov/emergency/injury-
prevention/opioid-over-
dose-prevention.

During the meeting,
Gulde was presented the
Paul Harris Fellow award
for her service to Rotary
and efforts concerning
addiction problems and
recovery.

FINANCE

From Page 8

(i.e., the unique value
your company offers the
marketplace), and how will
you communicate it to your
stakeholders? Describe any
marketing tactics, such as
advertising and public rela-
tions, as well as sales mod-
els and sales compensation
structures.

While the market analy-
sis and marketing strategy
sections may be the most
time-consuming to put
together, they will be well
worth the effort. Conduct-
ing thorough market re-
search can uncover previ-
ously unknown challenges
and opportunities. Ad-
dressing these findings with
a creative strategy can give
your business a competitive
edge. It can also help your
business’s leadership team
understand the reasons for
certain strategic decisions
you make that they may not
necessarily agree with.

Financials

Of particular importance
to potential investors and
lenders, the financials por-

tion of the business plan
is designed to help your
readers understand where
you are now financially,
and where you hope to be.
If you are seeking money,
this section should out-
line exactly how much you
need and why. You should
include all current and pro-
jected (or “pro forma”) fi-
nancial statements, includ-
ing a cash flow statement,
balance sheet, income (or
profit and loss) statement,
and a break-even analysis.

This section will likely
be scrutinized the most,
so be sure it is completed
carefully. Some readers will
require more information
than others. What is most
important is that the infor-
mation provided is accurate
and well-supported with
documentation. The main
purpose of this section is to
educate readers about the
use of resources - including
any debt and equity financ-
ing you hope to get — prov-
ing to them that you and
your leadership team can
and will manage money ef-
fectively.

Most business owners

would much rather focus
on their daily objectives
and challenges than take
valuable time away from
their business to write a
business plan. But in the
end, it will be worth the
effort. A business plan is
not only important, but it
can also become a critical
resource on your journey
toward success.

For more information,
visit the Small Business
Administration website,
www.sba.gov.

Written by Mark
Huntley, Huntley Finan-
cial Services, 802-228-
5774.
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John Sawyer joins the
Mary W. Davis team —

LUDLOW, Vt. - Ear-
lier this year, Mary W.
Davis Realtor & Associ-
ates welcomed John Saw-
yer of Chester to their
expanding sales team.
John and his family fell
in love with Vermont,
and the Okemo Valley

specifically, and have been
enjoying all the outdoor
activities the area has to of-
fer since 2008. “John’s back-
ground in the software and
music industries provides
him with problem-solving
skills necessary to navigate
the market to assist people

in achieving their property
goals,” says Suzanne Gar-
vey, principal broker and
partner. “We are thrilled
John has joined us at Mary
W. Davis Realtor & Associ-
ates. He is already proving
to be an asset to our sales
team.

Senior Solutions Tai Chi

instructor training

REGION - Interested
in becoming a Tai Chi
instructor and working
with seniors? Senior So-
lutions and Tai Chi Ver-
mont are offering a free,
in-person, two-day Tai
Chi Level One Training,
focusing on improving
balance and preventing
falls. Training will be
held April 20 and 21,
from 9:30 a.m. - 4:30
p.m. each day, at Neigh-
borhood Connections
in the Mountain Mar-
ketplace, Londonderry,
Vt. Senior Solutions will
pay the full tuition in
return for instructors
offering two series of
classes to area seniors at
no charge. Instructors
will be Laurie Knauer
and Anne Bower, au-
thorized trainers from
Tai Chi Vermont Inc.

The workshop con-
sists of two full days
where Level One move-
ments and fundamental
exercises are practiced.
Safety issues and ways
to adapt movements to

March, 2025).

SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER VACANCY

Springfield School District seeks a School Board member to
fill the remainder of a term for one year (April, 2024 through

accommodate participant
limitations are taught. At-
tendees will receive pre-
learning materials, and
must attend a required
Zoom meeting on Sat-
urday, April 6, from 9:30
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Full cer-
tification is valid for two
years.

Fall Prevention Tai Chi
is a fun and rewarding
experience that helps the
students and instructors.
Benefits include improved
balance, coordination,
flexibility, focus, memory;,
and mindfulness. Those
who practice frequently
often find their sleep,
mental health, and blood
pressure improve as well.

Registration is available
at  www.taichivermont.
org/register-for-an-event.
Contact Thom Simmons
at Senior Solutions to ap-
ply for the tuition waiver
at 802-755-7295 or tsim-
mons@seniorsolutionsvt.
org.

OVER 2000

BROKEN-IN TIRES

FofTEAR =

[

CANON TIRE

1-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT
802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

the Town’s STR Ordinance.

Town of Londonderry, VT
Job Opening - STR Administrator

The Town of Londonderry, Vermont is accepting applica-
tions for the new position of Short-Term Rental Admin-
istrator. This position is responsible for the development,
implementation and administration of the Town’s Short-
Term Rental (“STR”) registration program in keeping with

A hiring package including the job announcement, job
description, employment application, and STR Ordinance
can be found on the Town website:
www.londonderryvt.org. Position open until filled. EOE.

Interested parties should submit a letter of interest to Colleen

Amaya, Admin Asst to the Superintendent camaya@ssdvt.
org) by March 31, 2024.

TOWN OF LUDLOW, VERMONT
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

The Select Board of the Town of Ludlow, Vermont invites
letters of interest for the following available positions for
2024/2025:

One-year Term Positions Available:

« Black River Valley Senior Center Representative

« Council on Aging-Senior Solutions Advisory Board Repre-
sentative

« Development Review Board (DRB)

» Emergency Management Director

» Emergency Management Assistant

« Fence Viewers- (3) positions

« Pound Keeper

« Recreation Committee — (3) positions

« Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission
Representative

« Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission
Alternate

« Southern Windsor County Transportation Advisory Rep-
resentative

« Southern Windsor County Transportation Advisory Alter-
nate

« Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Mgmt.
District Representative

« Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Mgmt.
District Alternate

« Surveyor of Wood & Lumber

« Town Health Officer

« Town Health Officer - Deputy

o Tree Warden

o Tree Warden - Deputy

» Weigher of Coal

Three-year Term Positions Available:
« Recreation Committee

Four -year Term Positions Available:
« Planning Commission - (1) Position

Five-year Term Position Available:
» None

Anyone interested in filling one or more available positions
should submit a letter of interest no later than March 22, 2024
to the Ludlow Municipal Office. For your convenience, you
may email your letter to: townhall@tds.net and village@tds.
net or send your letter to:

Town of Ludlow Appointments

P.O. Box 359

Ludlow, VT 05149

Appointments will be chosen by the Ludlow Select Board at
their regular meeting scheduled for April 1, 2024 at 6:00 PM.

NOTICE OF
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
TOWN OF CHESTER
Housing Development Feasibility Study

The Town of Chester is requesting proposals for a Feasibil-
ity Study regarding the development of approximately 120
acres of town owned land for the purpose of developing
housing. This project will include a site constraint analysis,
zoning analysis, basic conceptual plans, an Implementation
and Phasing Plan as well as identification of potential fund-
ing opportunities.

This project is being funded by a Municipal Planning Grant
and matching town contribution.

Contact the Chester Town Office to obtain a full copy of the
Request for Proposal.

All bids are due no later than April 5, 2024 at 3:00 p.m. The
submittal requires one digital copy and one printed copy.

Attn. Julie Hance

Town Manager

Town of Chester

P.O. Box 370

Chester, Vermont 05143
(802) 875-2173

Julie hance@chestervt.gov

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
ANIMAL LICENSE NOTICE

Animal Licenses are available at the Town Clerk’s Office. All
dogs and wolf-hybrids six months or over must be licensed
by April 1 each year and wear a collar and tag at all times. A
dog or wolf-hybrid without a tag is presumed to be unli-
censed and is not protected by law. A tag must not be used
on any dog or wolf-hybrid other than the dog or wolf-hy-
brid in the license bearing the corresponding number. If
you are unsure if your dog/wolf-hybrid needs a new rabies
vaccination before being licensed, please contact this office.
Barbara A. Courchesne, Town Clerk CVC, 96 Main Street,
Springfield, VT 05156 (802) 885-2104 FAX (802) 885-1617
tosclerk@vermontel.net

THM

" PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
129 Lincoln Avenue, Suite A «+ Manchester Center, VT 05255
({802) 362-4663 » Fax (802) 362-6330 » TDD 1-800-545.1833 EXT. 326 OR 175

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY
TWO-BEDROOM UNITS

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included
Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only
USDA Guidelines Do Apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management
129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-367-5252
802-367-5251
Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

We do not discriminate agalnst tenant applications on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion,
sex, familial status, age, creed, gender identity, gender related characteristic or because a person intends
to occupy a dwelling unit with one or more minor children or because a person is a recipient of public
assistance, sexual orientation, marital status or disability.
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

R THM is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Town of Grafton, Vermont
117 Main Street, P.O. Box 180, Grafton, VT 05146
Invitation to Bid

The Town of Grafton (herein Town) is seeking sealed propos-
als for the removal of existing culvert (81°x59”x50’ long) and
headwalls and installation of a CONCRETE BOX CULVERT
on Tom Bell Road, Grafton, VT, TH 37 & TH 38.

A mandatory site visit shall occur on Thursday, March 21,
2024, at 8:00 a.m.

Bids are due in the Town Administrator’s office by March 28,
2024, at 3:00 p.m.

For the full invitation to bid, please contact Morgan Wilbur,
Town Administrator, at townadmin@graftonvt.org or 802-
843-2552. The invitation is also available on the Town of
Grafton’s website: https://graftonvt.org/?page_id=2509

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
TO BROWNFIELDS REUSE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL LIABILITY
LIMITATION ACT PROGRAM

Please take notice that Salvatore Marottoli c/o Jewell Brook,
LLC whose mailing address is 31 Halls Point Road, Bran-
ford, CT 06405, is applying to the Vermont Brownfields
Reuse and Environmental Liability Limitation Program (10
V.S.A. §6641 et seq.) in connection with the redevelopment
of property known as Former Jewell Brook Mill, 1 Parker
Avenue, in the Town of Ludlow, Vermont. A copy of the
application, which contains a preliminary environmental
assessment and a description of the proposed redevelopment
project is available for public review at the Ludlow ClerKk’s
Office and at the Vermont Department of Environmental
Conservation offices in Montpelier. Comments concerning
the application and/or the above referenced documents may
be directed to Kimberly Caldwell at (802) 461-5857 or at
Kimberly.caldwell@vermont.gov. Comments may also be
submitted by mail to the Vermont Department of Environ-
mental Conservation, Waste Management Division, 1 Na-
tional Life Drive-Davis 1, Montpelier, VT 05620; Attention:
Kimberly Caldwell
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Pelvic pain help at Grace Cottage

TOWNSHEND, Vt. -
Are you struggling with
pelvic pain, urinary in-
continence, or some other
pelvic floor dysfunction? If
s0, you are not alone. More
than one-third of Ameri-
can women, and some
men, have a pelvic health
disorder.

In case the term “pelvic
floor” is unfamiliar to you,

it will help to know that
the pelvic floor muscles
are at the base of your pel-
vis. Both men and women
have a pelvic floor. These
muscles support your blad-
der, uterus and vagina or
prostate, and rectum. The
pelvic floor helps these
organs function, and prob-
lems can occur when the
pelvic floor is weakened or

HEALTH CARE WITH
COMPASSION & CONVENIENCE

Q%raceCottage

FAMILY HEALTH & HOSPITAL

185 Grafton Rd, Townshend, VT
802-365-7357 - gracecottage.org

Wﬂiﬁa 5&4/@@

101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Days, Evenings, Weekends by Appointment
To book online visit our website
Gift Certificates Available

802.228.7772

www.calmmomentsmassage.com

injured.
When the pelvic floor
muscles arent working

correctly, you may experi-
ence pelvic pain when you
go to the bathroom or dur-
ing sex. Or you may have
leaking urine or a need to
urinate too often.

Pelvic health disorders
are more common in wom-
en than in men, and more
common as women age.
Pregnancy, childbirth, ag-
ing, obesity, and other con-
ditions can cause the pelvic
floor muscles to stop sup-
porting a woman’s pelvic
organs, a condition known
as pelvic organ prolapse.
The organs press down on

Dry eyes, a crying shame

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Let’s set the scene. It’s the
end of the day, and you're
watching TV, curling up
with a book, or scrolling
on your smartphone, and
your eyes begin to blur
and tear up profusely. Or,
after several hours of work
on the computer, your eyes
feel tired and look glassy
and red. These are com-
mon descriptions recount-
ed by patients in our clinic.
The most likely diagnosis
is dry eye disease.

Dry eye disease (DED) is
a complex condition of the
eye surface that results in
symptoms such as tearing,

A “CAN DO” Company! - TEAMWORK with TOM

« Is it time to improve family or business relationships before paying expensive legal fees
and court costs? Do you simply need a referee to avoid never speaking to family again?

* Do you need a Life Coach to help make a clarity plan to act on and achieve your goals?
* Do you need to settle debts or work through a financial issue before people Lawyer Up?

* Businesses and Organizations: How is teamwork, communication and culture in
the workplace? Need to refresh aspirations or vision/mission? Let me facilitate: 1-hour
sessions to all-day workshops. Also, a 4-step leadership training program for individuals.

I started this company called The Flat Table to help people create conditions
for fair and successful outcomes. TOM SALMON, CPA. MA degree in Conflict
Resolution. Certified dispute resolver (DRPA). 21-year Veteran of the U.S. Navy

(Seabees) Reserves. 15-year Senior Executive. 10-year Licensed Teacher.

Call or Text 802-535-1555 or go to TheFlatTable.com

Implant Supported Dentures

Implant supported
dentures can sit on 4
or 6 implants, which is
the next level up in full
mouth restoration.

Many of our traditional
denture patients are not
satisfied with the fit. The
investment in the latest
implant supported dentures can result in much
improved functionality and overall satisfaction.

Make an
appointment
to see if implant
supported
dentures are
right for you!

802-885-3191
48 Main Street
Chester, VT

Like us on Facebook

| Comprchensive Dentistry
{ & b

N Oral Wellness P

www.drchristopherfauver.com

each other, causing pain.

Grace Cottage’s Outpa-
tient Rehabilitation Center
now offers pelvic health
therapy, which can help
those dealing with the con-
ditions listed above, as well
as with interstitial cystitis
(inflamed bladder), sexual
dysfunction, urinary in-
continence,  vulvodynia
(painful vulva), orthopedic
and sports injuries affect-
ing the pelvic region, and
pelvic issues due to preg-
nancy, childbirth, or post-
partum complications.

A pelvic health therapy
session begins with private
and supportive conversa-
tion. First, the therapist

burning, pain, grittiness,
a feeling like something is
in the eye, and blurry vi-
sion. A recent epidemio-
logical meta-study shows
dry eyes affecting up to
50% of people worldwide.
The condition may have a
considerable impact on vi-
sion, quality of life, work
productivity, and wellbe-
ing. Dry eyes can arise at
any age, from childhood
through the golden years.
DED has many causes.
Surprisingly, the most
common culprit is the
eyelids. The eyelid’s job is
simple, to blink to keep the
surface of the eye protect-
ed and lubricated during
waking hours. However,
eyelid function was not
designed with the mod-
ern digital world in mind.

asks about the issue - its
symptoms, how long it
has been going on, and the
emotional stress that goes
with it. Then, the therapist
does a physical examina-
tion to assess the situation
and determine the best
treatment approach.

Pelvic health therapy
helps with physical con-
ditions, but ultimately, it
treats the whole person.
Treatment is individu-
alized for each patient’s
needs, and may include
physical exams, therapeu-
tic exercises, biofeedback,
ultrasound, and conversa-
tion about the emotional
stress that often accompa-

During focused activities
such as extended digital
screen time, the blink re-
flex is reduced by an es-
timated 40-60%. Without
adequate blinking, the
tears on the eye surface
evaporate quickly, causing
discomfort. Other causes
of dry eyes include age,
contact lens wear, inflam-
mation, and certain medi-
cations.

Due to its complex and
chronic nature, there is no
hard and fast cure for dry
eyes. If you are diagnosed
with dry eye disease, there
are many methods to bring
relief, and consistency is
key. With mild symptoms,
your doctor may recom-
mend  over-the-counter
remedies, such as preser-
vative-free artificial tears,

nies this issue.

Most insurance will
cover this kind of therapy
when a patient has a medi-
cal provider’s referral. Talk
to your primary care pro-
vider to determine if this
therapy is right for you.

If you are encountering
an issue of pain or dys-
function in the pelvic re-
gion or incontinence, don't
lose hope. Please reach out
for help by calling Grace
Cottage’s Outpatient Re-
habilitation Center at 802-
365-3637.

Written by Grace Cot-
tage Family Health ¢ Hos-
pital.

warm compresses, and an
eyelid hygiene regimen.
Taking five-to-10-minute
breaks from extended
computer or smartphone
screen time every 20 min-
utes is also beneficial in
resetting the blink reflex.
More severe cases of DED
may require prescription
eye drops.

Though dry eyes are a
common and frustrating
cause of eye discomfort,
adequate  identification
and management of the
condition can bring con-
siderable relief. Let your
eye doctor know if you are
having symptoms.

Written by Dr. Mercedes
D. Smith, optometrist,
Springfield Family Eyec-
are.
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WE VALUE
OUR YOUTH

By preventing first-time substance use and misuse

among youth, we increase the overall health and well-
being of our community. Find out how you can help!

GET INVOLVED # JOIN THE COALITION
visit www. braccvt.org for more information

NEW.@JASPER FOREST

INTEGRATIVE WELLNESS & HEALING CENTER
! e~ ; . + aroma

\VERMONT{CEDRNLOCALYA
ARCEERS o

ou FAWORKSHOPSIEANUTRITION
PRIVATE EVENTSICHCUSTOM|RETREATS
BOOK4THE 02|BARIATAVOURINEXT EVENT

IC: JASPERE@OREST.COM
110 Main Street, Ludlow, VT « 802-975-0844 » @jasperforestvt @ €3

A PORTAL TO YOUR PEACE OF PARADISE
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BORN DESIGNED. CREATED IN DENMARK.

-

Accepting New Patients!

(802) 885-4190
2 Summer St Springfield, VT
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SPRINGFIELD
FAMILY EYECARE
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Supporting a child with ADHD

REGION - Many chil-
dren struggle with aca-
demics and/or behaviors.
It is important to identify
why a child is struggling.
Some struggle to stay at-
tentive in class and are dis-
tracted. Another common
issue for children is be-
ing fidgety, and/or being
impatient and impulsive.
They require redirection
and reminders, and strug-
gle with time management
and organizational skills.
These children may be
smart, but don’t succeed
due to this. This can lead
to low self-esteem and
confidence.

Sometimes children can

Youth third spaces

REGION - The Black Riv-
er Area Community Coali-
tion (BRACC) believes that
addressing the root cause
of substance misuse is at
the heart of positive devel-
opment for young people.
Projects coordinator Lau-
ren Ingersoll has spent this
past year gathering data,
building relationships, and
working closely with lo-
cal school leaders to better
understand the needs of the
local youth.

BRACC looks at local
and regional data to iden-
tify trends in substance use,
and collects information
from their own assessments
to fill in the gaps. “When we
look at all the data together,
including the 2021 YRBS,
the discussions at the Ver-
mont Youth Opportunity
forums, and qualitative
feedback from the Chester
community, there seems to
be a general consensus on
the idea of third spaces be-
ing a huge asset for young
people in this area,” says In-
gersoll.

The vision of a third space
has quickly fostered a great
deal of buy-in from the
town and the Chester com-
munity at large. BRACC’s
coalition team, now con-
sisting of over 20 individu-
als, is exploring the feasibil-
ity of this project, meeting
once a month to share re-
sources, discuss prevention
strategies, and bring ideas
to the table. While they
research potential build-
ing spaces and opportuni-
ties for implementation,
BRACC is also rounding
up GMUHS student am-
bassadors to bring them on
board the conversation and
planning process.

“From a prevention lens,
a place like this could be
an opportunity to reduce
risk factors in teens who
feel isolated, who feel like
they don’t matter to the
community, or who could
benefit from just having
a safe space to socialize,
decompress, and have ac-
cess to resources outside of
home and school,” Ingersoll
noted.

BRACC has connected
with several other youth-
serving organizations in
southern Vermont, part-
nering with leaders who
are starting teen center
projects, and taking notes

STOCK PHOTO

benefit from accommo-
dations and supports in
school and at home. Sim-
ple things that can help,
including extra time on
exams or assignments and
preferential seating, more
frequent breaks, move-
ment breaks, exercise, etc.
Finding the right accom-
modations is important,
as every child is unique.
There is often much
misinformation circulated
regarding the use of medi-
cations for ADHD. The
goal of using medication
is to help the child learn
and grow by helping them
be able to focus better, sit
still longer, and be more

from those who are al-
ready doing it successfully.
The coalition recently pre-
sented their plans to the
Chester Selectboard and
to outreach representa-
tives of Bernie Sanders
office, spreading aware-
ness around the need to
strengthen protective fac-
tors for youth, and building
on the shared inspiration of
individuals across the state
who see the value in this ef-
fort. With the support and
momentum from a net-
work of community part-
ners, BRACC’ coalition

organized. Another goal of
treatment with medication
is to improve overall ev-
eryday functioning. It can
also be helpful in improv-
ing self-esteem and con-
fidence, which provides
its own longterm ben-
efits. When used properly,
medications for ADHD
do not cause addiction or
dependence. The correct
medication should not
change the child’s mood
or personality. It is impor-
tant not to use sedating
medications, as children
need to be more alert and
focused, and able to par-
ticipate better in class and
in social activities. There

are many types of medi-
cation that can be used,
but medication is not the
appropriate treatment for
everyone. Giving a brief
two-week trial with a low
dose of medication may
help a parent decide if
this is right for their child.
Medication is one of many
tools we can use to help
these children.

Having ADHD can be
difficult for kids. Success

comes from supporting
these children through
their difficulties in an

encouraging and caring
manner, while helping
them understand them-
selves. Reminding them

team continues to grow and
mobilize under a shared
mission for substance-free
youth.
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Written by Black River
Area Community Coali-
tion.

WALK-INS ONLY— |{
Tue,Thur & Fri Wed Saturday ||
9am-5pm  9am-12 7:30-12 |

Estd. 1988

802-885.9505 |
Springfield Shopping Plaza |
Springfield, Vermont 05156 |

that they can be very suc-
cessful, and that we are
here to help them achieve
their goals, will be an im-
portant start to healthy
and successful treatment.

Dr. Henry Hasson is a
child neurologist trained
at AECOM in New York.
He diagnoses and treats
children with ADHD,
autism, developmental

disorders, seizures, head-
aches, etc. He is based in
Ludlow, and telemedi-
cine appointments can
be scheduled throughout
the state of Vermont. Ap-
pointments are available
without long waits and
without the need to trav-
el. For more information,
visit www.hassonmd.com,
or email henry@hasson-
md.com.
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National Drug and Alcohol Facts Week
DID YOU KNOW?

e In 2021, 85% of Vermont youth in
9-12 grade did NOT binge drink
in the last 30 days.

e Or that the rate of youth who did
NOT use cannabis was 80%.

For more information, visit us at 22X Greater Falls

greaterfallsconnections.org X COnNNECTIONS

Specializing in Pediatric

Dr. Henry Hasson

Diagnoses and Treatment:
SEIZURES, EEG, ADHD, HEADACHES,
AUTISM, DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS,
NERVE/MUSCLE DISORDERS

Telemedicine
Appts Available via Phone Call, Facetime, Zoom
Email henry@hassonmd.com
Visit Our Website for more information:
www.hassonmd.com

Neurology & Epilepsy

25 Ridgewood Road < Springfield, VT e« 802-885-2151
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Prompt Appointments Available

Connecticut Valley

Ear, Nose & Throat
802-886-1775

Connecticut Valley
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Orthopaedics & Sports
Medicine

802-885-6373

Infusion

Clinic

802-885-7524

Surgical Associates
802-885-5600

Springfield Gynecology
802-885-7561

Springfield Pain Clinic
802-885-7562

Springfield

Podiatry

802-885-5600

Springfield Urology
802-886-3556

Financial Assistance
Available -Please inquire.

B3 Springfield Hospital

Where People Come First

www.springfieldhospital.org
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Gypsy Reel to play St.
Patrick’s Day shows

REGION - The St. Patrick’s
weekend sees Gypsy Reel -
the Celtic band that rocks -
playing several shows in the
area. Known for playing
high-energy, stirring music
rooted in the Celtic tradi-
tion, but garnered from the
whole world, their legend-
ary St. Patrick’s shows will
have your toes tapping,
hands clapping, and voices
raised with all your favorite
Irish songs and dance tunes.

The lineup includes
talented banjoist, guitar-
ist, and vocalist Claudine
Langille; Graham Parker
on fiddle and vocals; Ca-
mille Parker on mandolin,
bodhran, and vocals; Jon
Scaife on guitar; and Silas
Hamilton on standup bass.

Featuring wide ranging
tunes, from traditional and
original songs to wild sets of
jigs and reels, you can catch
Gypsy Reel at the following
free shows.

As usual, on Thursday,
March 14, they host their
weekly Irish session at the
Killarney in Ludlow, from
6:30-8:30 p.m.

On Friday, March 15, they
will be at the New American
Grill in Londonderry, from
6-9 p.m. Great food and
beer selections. Come early
to grab a table for dinner in
the music room.

Saturday, March 16, and
Sunday, March 17, they will
be back at their traditional
St. Patrick’s home base, the
Killarney in Ludlow, for

7-9:30 p.m. shows. Fan-
tastic traditional food,
drink, and music - al-
ways a great night. Get
there early for a good
spot.

On the afternoon of St.
Patricks Day, they will
also play at the Bull at
Okemo Base Lodge from
3-5 p.m. A welcome re-
turn for a show where a
lot of local families min-
gle with the skiers. Be
prepared to join in on the
Unicorn Song.

So put on some green
and join Gypsy Reel to
celebrate the man who
wasn't a saint, wasn’t
called Patrick, and wasn’t
even Irish, but is a great
excuse for a lot of fun.

Artists Town Meeting to

be held at MSA

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. -
The next Artists Town
Meeting will be held on
Sunday, March 24, from
10:30 am. - 12 p.m., at
Main Street Arts in Saxtons
River. Artists, artisans, local
food growers, and the gen-
eral public are encouraged
to participate.

The focus of these meet-
ings is to bring creatives
together in order to share
ideas, challenges, and op-
portunities.

“The more we know
each other and can iden-
tify ourselves as a constitu-
ency, the more strength and
credibility we gain,” Robert
McBride, director of Rock-

190 MAIN STREET, LUDLOW = WWW.GAMEBIRDLUDLOW.COM

ingham Arts and Museum
Project (RAMP), explains.
“There is an ever-growing
community of working art-
ists and local growers in
our midst, all of whom are
contributing to the cultural
and economic vitality of
our communities. One of
RAMP’s many roles is to be
an advocate for these art-
ists. In order to be effective
in that role, RAMP creates
and participates in oppor-
tunities to hear from local
artists, and assist them in
making community con-
nections that benefit us all”

This is the first time the
Artists Town Meeting will
be held at MSA.

802-975-0155

We’ve got the answer for you

Join us in the Ludlow Town
Hall Auditorium on
Saturday, March 16, 6-9PM

THE BLUE JAY WAY BAND OF
RUTLAND WITH SPECIAL GUEST
MARK HUNTLEY

OFFERS GREAT MUSIC

Donations appreciated - Drinks offered by the
Okemo Valley Woman's Club

Call 800-228-3238 Information

Ready for
Live music!

. and dawering to

@ﬁa#f

For accessibility ques-
tions, please call Main
Street Arts in advance at
802-869-2960.

RAMP and MSA
thank The Vermont Arts
Council and the National
Endowment for the Arts
for helping to make these
meetings possible.

Interested participants
are asked to RSVP by
emailing ramp@sover.
net with “Artists Town
Meeting RSVP” in the
subject line.
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The Gaslight Tinkers at

Next Stage

PUTNEY, Vt. - Next
Stage Arts Project and
Twilight Music present
roots and world music
quintet The Gaslight
Tinkers at Next Stage on
Friday, March 22, at 7:30
p.m. Blending African,
Caribbean, funk, reggae,
and Latin grooves with
traditional fiddle music,
the quintet creates the
genre-bending future of
the music of the past.

The Gaslight Tinkers’

mix of global rhythms
creates a joyous world
beat sound around a
core of traditional New

England old time and
Celtic fiddle music, merg-
ing boundless positive en-
ergy with melody and song.
Drawing from their exten-
sive musical backgrounds
in traditional folk, Carib-
bean, old time, Celtic, and
rock, I-Shea, Clara, Garrett,
Elie, and Peter craft a sound
that brings world traditions
together.

Since its formation in
2012, the band has lit up
the nation coast to coast,
as well as the Caribbean,
headlining clubs, dances,
and major festivals. The
Gaslight Tinkers have per-

formed at Green River Fes-
tival, The Iron Horse Music
Hall, The Parlor Room, Old
Songs Festival, Caffe Lena,
Strange Creek, Rock and
Roll Resort, Old Songs, Fal-
con Ridge Folk Festivals,
and Wormtown Festival.

Next Stage is located at 15
Kimball Hill in downtown
Putney, Vt. Tickets are dis-
counted in advance through
www.nextstagearts.org.
There is also a livestream
option. Next Stage will pro-
vide a beer, wine, and cock-
tail cash bar. For informa-
tion, call 802-387-0102 or
visit the website above.

Bookmaking at the

VAULT

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. -
Do you like handmade
books? Well, here is a
chance to make and
decorate your own fold-
ed books with Deborah
Stuart at Gallery at the
VAULT on March 23,
from 11 am. - 1 p.m.

Participants will work
with various tools and
papers to make two to
three small, unique books
suitable for pocket jot-
ters and notebooks. Basic
bookmaking techniques
will include working with
a variety of papers folded
in interesting and varied

ways. There will be a rich
selection of art materials
with which to decorate
pages and covers. All
will go home with sev-
eral books they have cre-
ated, and knowledge of
how to continue making
books on their own.
Please register by
Wednesday, March 20.
Gallery at the VAULT is
located at 68 Main Street
in Springfield, and is open
Wednesdays,  Thursdays,
and Saturdays, from 11 a.m.
- 5 p.m,, and Fridays, from
11 am. - 7 p.m. For more
information, call 802-885-

Handmade books by Deborah
Stuart.

PHOTO PROVIDED

7111, email galleryvault@
vermontel.net, or visit www.
galleryvault.org or the gal-
lery’s Facebook page. Gal-
lery at the VAULT is ADA
accessible.

Weston Theater Company 88th season —

WESTON, Vt. - Weston
Theater ~ Company  an-
nounced its 88th theatrical
season, featuring five mar-
quee titles celebrating the
boundless joy that only live
theater can produce.

Says executive artistic di-
rector Susanna Gellert, “In
the aftermath of last sum-
mer’s floods, we discovered
the full potential of our
wonderful, intimate second
venue, Walker Farm. Re-
building timelines mean that
were unable to return to the
Playhouse this summer, and
so, I am excited to announce
that this years lineup will
take place solely at Walker
Farm. This season isn't just
about the productions on the
stage; it's about rediscovering
joy after loss, and celebrating
Weston's indomitable spirit.
2024’s shows promise laugh-
ter and inspiration, stories
centered around family and
friendship, love and hope”

Season 88 begins with the
spirit of rock ‘0’ roll, “Jersey
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Boys,” written by Marshall
Brickman and Rick Elice,
with music by Bob Gaudio,
and lyrics by Bob Crewe.
Rock out with four young
men of the 60s as they rise
from the streets of New Jer-
sey to conquer the music in-
dustry and forge friendships
that stand the test of time.
“Jersey Boys” will run from
June 12 - July 7.

July brings musical magic
to Weston with the unfor-
gettable “Pippin,” written
by Roger O. Hirson, with
music and lyrics by Ste-
phen Schwartz. Unleash
your imagination and join
the company of “Pippin,” as
they tell the story of young
Pippin’s quest to be a hero,
with stops along the way in
military glory, revolutionary
fervor, and romantic bliss. In
the end Pippin finds, like all
of us, that happiness lies not
in the extraordinary, but in
the sweet moments of love
we create every day. “Pippin”
will run from July 24 - Aug.

Our Own
Maple Syrup
Maple Cream

Member VMSMA

In August, join the actor-
musicians of “The Porch on
Windy Hill: A New Play with
Old Music,” for gloriously
authentic “old time” and
bluegrass music and a heart-
warming, contemporary tale
of a family reuniting against
all odds. A young, biracial
Korean American violin-
ist and her boyfriend leave
the confines of New York
City for the freedom of the
North Carolina mountains,
where the music of Appa-
lachia offers the inspiration
they’re searching for. When
they come upon her old fam-
ily home and the estranged
grandfather shes tried to
forget, old hurts and new joy
reveal themselves through
the music that binds us all to-
gether. “The Porch on Windy
Hill” will play from Aug. 22
- Sept. 1.

Laughter is guaranteed at
Westons free Young Com-
pany performances of “Junie
B. Jones, The Musical” See
the world through the eyes of
the spirited and spunky Junie
B. Jones. Based on the be-
loved children’s book series,
this vibrant and hilarious
musical adventure follows
the unforgettable antics of
that irrepressible first-grad-
er and her quirky, lovable
friends through the ups and
downs of elementary school.
Playing June 20 - July 7 at
Walker Farm, and on tour
across central and southern
Vermont.

Weston will close its 88th
season in the fall with a thrill-
ing title yet to be revealed.
This production also anchors
Weston's Student Matinee
Program, which brings hun-
dreds of middle school, high
school, and home school
children from across Ver-
mont to the theater each year.
Playing Oct. 2-20.

Join the Weston commu-
nity with a Pick Your Price
Subscription to Season 88.
Perks include first choice on
premium seating, and the
ability to pick your subscrip-
tion price. New subscriptions
are available on March 18.
Single tickets can be pur-
chased online, and by call-
ing the Weston box office at
802-824-5288 beginning on
April 9. Discounted tickets
are available to students and
children, with and a limited
quantity of VTix for Ver-
mont residents who hold a
Vermont ID.

Weston Theater Company
builds on and enhances the
unique assets of its Vermont
village campus to produce
a diverse, entertaining, and
challenging season of live
professional  theater —and
high-impact events; enrich
the theater-going experience
with education and outreach
programs for all ages; and
make significant contribu-
tions to the American theater
through training programs,
play development, and re-
treats. Learn more at www.
westontheater.org.
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