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THE CHESHIRE COVERED BRIDGE

Today, many of us refer to the Cheshire
Bridge, which connects Springfield to
Charlestown, as “The Toll Bridge” But
what do we know about its history? Be-
low is what I learned.

In 1804, the Cheshire Bridge Cor-
poration was granted a charter to build
a bridge at this location. This wooden
bridge was completed in 1806. It was de-
stroyed by the freshet of 1831. One source
I used says it was 1833. This bridge was
built by Isaac Fisher of Charlestown, and
later Springfield.

The second bridge was built in 1831-
1833. An Englishman by the name of
Captain Frederick Marryat came to
this country in the 1830s and traveled
around. Marryat wrote a book of his
travels in 1839, “A Diary of America” He
describes Charlestown, N.H., as a pretty
village, and comments how residents of
this town don't like taxes.

The turnpike that began at the
Cheshire Bridge angered Charlestown
residents. Reminiscent of the Boston Tea

Party, one evening the tollhouse was de-
stroyed. A group of men with a couple
teams of horses, with aid of a hawser (a
strong rope or cable), hooked the teams
to the tollhouse and dragged it down to
the river. It was sent down the river along
with the gate and the toll board.

The contractors for the bridge were
Isaac Damons and Lyman Kingsley of
Northampton, Mass. Isaac Silsby, a lo-
cal mason, supervised the construction
of the substructure. This bridge was re-
placed in 1896-1897 with the first steel
bridge.

FIRST STEEL BRIDGE

The first steel bridge was three spans
and known as a Pratt truss. This bridge
carried the electric railroad, as well as
horse-drawn vehicles. The Berlin Iron
Bridge Company of Berlin, Conn., was
the contractor. This bridge used the same
stone piers and abutments as the previ-
ous bridge.

SECOND STEEL BRIDGE
The second and current steel bridge

was built in 1930 by the McClintic-Mar-
shall Company of Pittsburg, Pa. This
bridge is also a three-span Pratt truss,
489 feet long.

Sources for this article were supplied
by the Charlestown Historical Society
and the Springfield Art & Historical So-
ciety.

RUNNING THE BRIDGE

I was about 13 when my father Arnold
told me about his experience with the
toll bridge. Many will remember paying
a toll on the Charlestown side. It cost 10
cents in my father’s time, but 25 cents in
my time.

It was about 1937, my father was out
late one night with two of his buddies.
Dad told me about “running the bridge”
He broke out in a broad smile as he de-
scribed it. “As I approached the bridge
I gained speed. I pushed the headlight
control in as I neared the tollbooth and
gunned it! There was a dim light in the
booth with a man to take tolls. We flew
by the booth, burst out laughing, and

BY RON PATCH

opened another beer”” He made it sound
S0 exciting.

It was 1970. I was driving my 1966
Chevelle. I had a case of beer on the back
seat (the drinking age was 21; I was 18),
and two girls in the front seat. It was late
at night, when the bridge appeared. I
increased speed, turned the headlights
off, and flew across the bridge, past the
tollbooth. This was exciting until I made
it to the center of Charlestown, and was
pulled over by the Charlestown Police.

The girls called their parents, who came
and picked them up. I called Arnold for
a brief conversation. Arnold didn't like
being woken up. He knew I was in trou-
ble. “Where are you?” he asked. “I'm at
the police station in Charlestown,” I said.
“What did you do?” was his next ques-
tion. I proudly told him, “I ran the toll
bridge like you did””

“You damn fool,” he said. “I went from
New Hampshire to Vermont. You can
stay where you are” The next morning
my mother came and bailed me out.



Restaurant at Chester Town Hall.
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The Starlite Room provided a space for public dancing in Springfield.
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Dr. G.H. Buxton’s house in Proctorsville.
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The Elms in Charlestown.
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The Gordon Snide Farm, circa 1946-1957. Now it is part of the

North Springfield flood control area.
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The new Bellows Falls Post Office.
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Louis Marshall on the International Paper smokestack in Bellows Falls.
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A new store opening in the Gray Block, later renamed Star Hotel,

The Parsonage in Weston. Gathering sap on the Patch farm in Mount Holly. and now the site of the Brown-Fuller Memorial Park in Bellows Falls.
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Amsden covered bridge.
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French monument in Westminster. Summer Street in Springfield, circa 1915.
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The Ox Bow, what is now the Springfield Shopping Plaza. The Central Hotel and Richards Market, circa 1900, now the site of Windham Antiques in Bellows Falls.
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The Walker Covered Bridge in Grafton. The Delbert Edson Home, former site of Baba Louis in Chester.
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Crowley Cheese Factory in Mount Holly. By the late 1920s, the auto-
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Painting of Inn Victoria in Chester by Debra Webster Irons. mobile replaced the horse-drawn wagon for the 80-pound milk cans.
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FARM MARKET

OPEN 7 DAYS 6:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Exit 5 off I-91 Rte 5 South « Westminster, VT
802-722-3395

www.allenbrothersfarms.com

Craft Beer - Liquor - Wine

199 Main Street - Ludlow, VT
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The Ludlow Schoolhouse, now houses Black River Valley Senior Center and The Vermont Journal. A phone line is instaled at the Coolidge farm in Plymouth.
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The Charlestown Train Station.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

.— (]
({8%¥e), DogDayCare E
o) A 8&Boarding

_ )’ Retail Shop
-_Al RV‘:\' & Grooming

(802) 886-5000

www.WillowFarmVermont.com | Facebook

Red Barn at 21 Route 106, N. Springfield, VT
Store Hours:

Mon - Fri 8-6, Sat 9-2, Closed Sun

Echo Lake Inn in Tyson. The Square in Proctorsville.
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Check out our Cozy Renovated Guest Rooms 150 Main St., LUC”OW, VT Reg & Jan Bailey, Owners

Serving Dinner Tue - Sat, 5:30-9 p.m 802-228-8823 Box 390, 56 Depot St. « Charlestown, NH 03603
Reservations Suggested at 802-228-8602 LUDIN.S@TDS-NET Tel: 603-826-3251 ¢ Fax: 603-826-5336

Menus at www.EchoLakelnn.com ludlowinsurance.net Open 7 Days a Week
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Walk-In Only Salon
. Southern Vermont’s Largest Antique Center . . . a Only Salo
20,000 sq. fi. showcasing aniques, quality collctibles, firnirure Valari Freeborne, Owner/Operator
and unpara/le/ecl service

Jewelry, folk art, primitives and home de ing Dealers welcome.
Be a part of the most active center in Southern Vermont. _ .
Open 7 Days a Week, 10-5 802-885-9595
802-875-4477 Shopping Plaza, Springfield, VT
557 Vermont Route 103 South, Chester, VT 05143 Tue, Thur, Fri9-5 Wed 9-12 Sat 7:30-12
shac @vermontel.net
Like us on Facebook
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Trebo School children at Trebo School in Chester. 1906 Black River Academy grads in Ludlow. The Village Bridge in Grafton.
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Bartonsville store (left) with hotel next door. The hotel is now gone.The brick store still stands, modified.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY DANNY CLEMONS
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Beautiful view of the Weston Mill Dam. Lowell Lake Stage, circa 1890, in Lodonderry.
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AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION
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Closed Saturday & Sunday

820 Route 100 North | Ludlow, VT
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The culvert under the railroad in North Charlestown. The Grist Mill in Weston. The Proctorsville school.
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A view of Bellows Falls in February 1927 showing the construction

Herb Harris Sawmill in Weathersfield. of the new town hall in center and new high school in upper left. James White place in Windham.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY WEATHERSFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTO PROVIDED BY BELLOWS FALLS HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTO BY HARRY CHAPMAN
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BEST SEPTIC

For All Your Septic Needs

SPRINGFIELD | 362 RIVER RD
802-886-2288

5983 US-5 Suite A, Westminster, VT 05158 M—-F 7AM-5:30PM

Proudl Srving the Area Since

bestseptic@agmail.com - www.bestsepticvt.net SAT 7AM-4PM
802-463-9444 802-885-2347 SUN 9AM-1PM
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At Brattleboro Hearing Center you
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' Slnce 1875 ' ' practices provide the best possible outcomes ' ' JEWELRY - HANDBAGS - DECOR '
STILL LOCAL AFTER 149 YEARS. in the treatmenf ofhearlflg loss. Were proud CANDLES - SOUTHWESTERN RUGS
0 o 0 to offer personalized, patient-centered care. o 0 INCENSE - SAGE BUNDLES 0

4 Atkinson St. Bellows Falls, VT
802-732-8267

Since 1875, Savings Bank of Walpole has
kkpelli43@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook

proudly served our customers and community. L ’%?:JEL‘:‘::{;:};;Z’E_‘;;; el
As our community’s truly local bank, Swanzey, NH - 603-354-3325
we'll continue to do so for a long time to come. Greenfield, MA - 413-773-5119
www.BrattleboroHearing.com
walpolebank.com 2 i< 00®
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UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!

With tax rebate season upon us,

now is the time to start planning for
next winter’s heating season

THE #1 REASON PEOPLE BUY A CENTRAL
BOILER FURNACE:

A Central Boiler outdoor furnace
“LITERALLY PAYS FOR ITSELF.
By efficiently harnessing
renewable wood energy, it

can substantially reduce, or
completely replace the need for
expensive fossil fuel heating
sources like electric, propane,
and fuel oil. This translates

into SIGNIFICANT LONG-TERM
LLASSIC  5AVINGS, making it a wise and

EDGE .. cost-effective investment for

F_
TITANIUM [4DX homeowners.

New England Outdoor Furnaces
877 John Stark Highway
Newport, NH 03773

newenglandoutdoorfurnaces.com
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