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WESTMINSTER, Vt. –  
The Vermont Emergency 
Eats (VEE) program dis-
tributed over 49,000 meals 
made by local restaurants 
to flood-impacted Ver-
monters in need between 
Aug. 7 and Nov. 4. Based 
on the successful “three-
pillar” VEE model, Ver-
mont Emergency Eats 
meals were made by 30 
local restaurants using an 
average of 25% Vermont 
ingredients, and received 
by Vermonters whose food 
security was negatively 
impacted by the summer 
flooding.
  An impact study done 

by agricultural economists 
Elizabeth Schuster and 
Michelle Klieger indicates 
that this short-term, tar-
geted application of the 

VEE model had an impres-
sive multiplier effect with 
robust economic benefits 
at all levels of the program. 
  The initial $700,000 in-

vested in the program by 
the state catalyzed an addi-
tional $1.12 million recir-
culated by restaurants and 
farmers into local spend-
ing on labor and ingredi-
ents, along with a further 
$88,000 in private dol-
lars invested in Vermont-
owned farms and restau-
rants on flood recovery, 
business infrastructure, 
and equipment. 
  “We think of Vermont 

Emergency Eats as be-
ing about feeding people, 
which is true,” said Eliza-
beth Schuster of Sustain-
able Economies Consult-
ing. “But equally important 

is the benefit to participat-
ing restaurants, which re-
ported $703,500 in flood 
damages. These restaurants 
were able to use the cash 
flow from the meals to start 
repairing their businesses.”
  Participating restaurants 

purchased an average of 
25% local ingredients to 
use in VEE meals, even 
though there was no local 
ingredient mandate. This 
passed the benefit of the 
program along to more 
than 68 Vermont farmers 
and food producers.
  Schuster and Klieger’s re-

port advises “that a plan be 
established to activate Ver-
mont Emergency Eats in 
future emergencies where 
there is a need for restau-
rant-prepared meals,” while 
noting that “more planning 

is needed to be ready for 
repeated and consistent re-
activation of the program 
during emergencies im-
pacting food security.”
  The Agency of Com-

merce and Community 
Development (ACCD) 
contracted with Southeast-
ern Vermont Community 
Action (SEVCA) to admin-
ister the program. The 10 
flood-impacted counties 
were served by six com-
munity hub organizations, 
including Capstone Com-
munity Action, Center for 
an Agricultural Economy, 
Chester Helping Hands, 
Green Mountain Farm To 
School, The Giving Fridge, 
Springfield Family Cen-
ter, and Vermont Farmers 
Food Center.
  “The three-pillar Ver-

mont Emer-
gency Eats 
program makes 
good economic 
sense,” said 
Kathleen Dev-
lin, SEVCA’s in-
terim executive 
director. “And 
it makes sense 
in other ways 
as well. It’s an 
opportunity for 
the state to sup-
port communi-
ties in helping 
their own dur-
ing an emer-
gency while 
simultaneously leveraging 
a remarkable economic 
multiplier effect, stabiliz-
ing independent Vermont 
restaurants, and building 
resilience in our local food 

systems.”
  Schuster and Klieger’s 

Vermont Emergency Eats 
Impact Report can be 
found at www.vtemergen-
cyeats.org/impact-report.

Vermont Emergency Eats delivers 
economic impact

Vermont Emergency Eats program.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
There’s lots of things for 
young people to do at 
Springfield Town Library in 
January.
  Every Tuesday, at 10 

a.m., children 0-5 and their 
caregivers can have an ac-
tive good time with songs, 
crafts, and stories at Book-
worm Wiggle – a musical 
and interactive story time 
designed for our youngest 
library visitors.
  Every Thursday, at 3:30 

p.m., we have Thursday 
Thunder, activities for 
school age children on early 

release days. This month’s 
lineup is: 
Jan 4. – Wind Tunnel Rac-

ers: feel the wind, be the 
wind. Use a straw to blow 
your ball down the tube 
racetrack. It’s trickier and 
sillier than you think.
Jan. 11 – Paper Chain Wall 

Hangers: use strips of paper 
to make this fun and easy 
wall art you can display at 
home.
Jan. 18 – Make a Musical 

Instrument: design, build, 
and play your own instru-
ment with cardboard, rub-
ber bands, strings, and who 

knows what else.
Jan. 25 – Legos at the Li-

brary: come build your 
heart out with our Legos 
and add your creation to 
our Lego Masterpiece Gal-
lery.
  Golden Dome Book 

Club: the January meet up 
for the Golden Dome Book 
Club was held Tuesday, Jan. 
2, at 4 p.m. The Golden 
Dome Book Club meets on 
the first Tuesday of every 
month, and members get 
free copies of all books read.
  Special after-hours event 

for teens – Friday, Jan. 5, 

5:30-7:30 p.m., Karaoke 
Nightmare: come per-
form songs you love or 
songs you hate – badly. 
Scream your heart out at 
this special after-hours 
event just for middle and 
high school students. 
Crazy costumes encour-
aged.
  Special Evening Event, 

Jan. 24, 6-7 p.m., Cozy 
Family Storytime: kids 
and their grown ups are 
invited to a cozy evening 
story time with cocoa 
and snowy stories. Paja-
mas welcome.

Springfield Library January 
youth programs

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Tickets are on sale for the 
Springfield Humane Society’s Heat the Shelter Raffle, 
and can be purchased at the Springfield Humane So-
ciety, Joe’s Discount Beverage, Headquarters for Men, 
Smokin’ Bowls, and Willow Farm Pet Services. You 
could win 100 gallons of heating oil from BART Energy. 
The drawing will be held on Jan. 10.

Springfield 
Humane 
Society Heat 
the Shelter 
Raffle

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Why are so many experi-
encing homelessness? Why 
would someone choose not 
to use a shelter? How can 
the community help those 
who are unhoused? What 
are the answers to this 
growing situation? Join us 
for an engaging and infor-
mative community conver-
sation on the pressing issue 
of homelessness. This in-
person event will take place 
at the Springfield Town Li-
brary on Wednesday, Jan. 

10, at 6 p.m.
  Springfield Supported 

Housing Program staff 
will shed light on the root 
causes of homelessness and 
share information about 
those who are experiencing 
it. They will discuss avail-
able resources, and address 
misconceptions surround-
ing this issue. You’ll have 
the chance to ask questions, 
express your concerns, and 
gain a deeper understand-
ing of the complexities in-
volved.

  Whether you’re seek-
ing information, want to 
contribute to the conver-
sation, or simply want to 
learn more, this event is 
for you. Learn how you 
can help on Homeless-
ness Awareness Day, 
Jan. 18. Together, we can 
work towards creating a 
more compassionate and 
inclusive community. 
Mark your calendars and 
join us for this impor-
tant conversation about 
homelessness.

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – Bellows Falls 
Woman’s Club members 
will meet on Jan. 9, at 
1:30 p.m., at the United 
Church, School Street. 
Mike Stack will present 
a program on “Youth in 
the Trades.”
  At the Dec. 12 meet-

ing, club members Ruth 
Keefe and Dianne Potter 
used log shaped cakes 
they had made to dem-
onstrate cake decorat-
ing techniques. They 
spoke of different types 
of frosting and how 
to form log/roll cakes. 

During the business meet-
ing, a motion was made 
and seconded to send $100 
to World Central Kitchen. 
This was amended and sec-
onded to send $200.
  Club members conducted 

a variety of service projects 
during December: decorat-
ing the Health Center wait-
ing room for the holidays, 
providing cookies for the 
Rotary Club’s warming tent 
during the village Parade 
of Lights, and helping wrap 
the children’s gifts at Cen-
tral School’s shopping day. 
Some members attended 
and made a donation to 

the Kurn Hattin holiday 
Visitors’ Day luncheon and 
program.
  The local club is a mem-

ber of the General Federa-
tion of Women’s Clubs, an 
international women’s or-
ganization whose signature 
project is domestic vio-
lence awareness and pre-
vention.
  Area women interested 

in joining the club and 
helping with its projects 
may contact Membership 
Chairman Sally McGaffi-
gan at frankmcgaffigan@
comcast.net, or other club 
members.

Homelessness, a 
Community Conversation

BF Woman’s Club meeting

Youth library programs.
STOCK PHOTO

Heat the Shelter raffle.
STOCK PHOTO
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bmw 
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      box 6, weston, vt
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   & residential

• paperhanging

• drywalls

• aerial truck

• free estimates

Ray Wilcox
802-875-3391

Cell 802-384-1933

• Since 1969 •

AQUA AID  
SYSTEMS

SOLVING HARD WATER, IRON, BLUE STAINING, RADON, AND ARSENIC 
PROBLEMS IN THE CENTRAL VT AND NH AREA SINCE 1984

800-252-8484 • AQUAAIDSYSTEMS.COM

Service Pumps & Tanks
Water Conditioning

Free on-site Water Analysis  
& Estimate 

Radon & Arsenic Removal
Systems Maintenance

Home Supplies Delivery

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA). For use by individuals 21 years of age and older 
or registered qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM 
CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Pos-
session or use of cannabis may carry significant legal penalties in some 
jurisdictions and under federal law. It may not be transported outside of 
the state of Vermont. The effects of edible cannabis may be delayed by 
two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair con-
centration, coordination, and judgment. Persons 25 years and younger 
may be more likely to experience harm to the developing brain. It is 
against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence 
of this product. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.

Cannabis Wellness Dispensary

Mindfully curating Green Mountain 
cannabis products to provide the 
best quality offering from our state

Minority and Woman Owned Entity

21+

50 Woodstock Road, White River Junction

802-332-6043
www.teahousevt.com

WE BUY AND SELL:
Furniture, Home Decor, Collectibles, Rugs, 

Housewares, Appliances, Electronics, Tools, more!

802-885-6464  ~  Like us on Facebook
Springfield Shopping Plaza

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly.
There is a positive solution for every behavioral problem.
Aggression,
Resource Guarding, 
Reactivity, 
Separation anxiety .......and more!

CPDT-KA,   KPA-CTP,   IAABC- CDBC,   Fear Free certiied.

www.noelhoffmann.com   802 375-5560  noelh@noelhoffmann.com
Westminster, Vermont - Five minutes from Exit 5, I-91.

SINGLETON’S GENERAL STORE
BUTCHER, DELI, GROCERY, CRAFT BEER, ARTISAN CHEESES

802-226-7666  |  356 Main St, Proctorsville, VT

LUDLOW, Vt. – The Oke-
mo Valley Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce (OVRCC) 
is pleased to let you know 
that we have additional 
grant funds for disaster re-
lief thanks to a grant award 
from the Vermont Com-
munity Foundation for 
businesses in Okemo Valley 

communities. Our funds re-
main limited, but we antici-
pate grant awards of up to 
$5,000. Prior awardees are 
invited to apply again.
  This grant application will 

close on Jan. 19, so please 
complete your application 
before then. We will do our 
best to be equitable in how 

these limited funds are 
distributed and in a time-
ly manner.
  Please forward your 

questions to Carol Light-
hall at Okemo Valley 
Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, clighthall@
yourplaceinvermont.
com.

OVRCC additional 
disaster relief funds

WALPOLE, N.H. – 
What winged won-
ders wander our win-
tery world? Flock to 
Hillside Springs Farm, 
32 Comerford Road 
in Westmoreland, 
N.H., on Jan. 27, from 
9-11 a.m., to find out.
  We will discover 

winter-loving spe-
cies, and learn about 
farm habitat dynam-
ics for birds, habitat 
management, wildlife 
conservation on the farm, 
and species identification 
from experienced bird 
guides. This workshop se-
ries is open to birders and 
enthusiasts of all skill levels. 

Participants are encouraged 
to bring binoculars and 
weather appropriate attire 
and boots. Pace will be slow 
over moderate terrain.
  Registration is required. 

Register at 
bi rd ingon -
farm.event-
brite.com.
  For more 

information 
or assistance 
in online 
registration, 
please con-
tact Matt 
at 603-
7 5 6 - 9 2 8 2 
or matt@
cheshirecon-

servation.org.
  Presented by the 

Cheshire County Con-
servation District 
(CCCD) in partnership 
with the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS), Wind-
ham County Natural 
Resources Conserva-
tion District (Windham 
NRCD), the Southeast-
ern Vermont Audubon 
Society, and the Antioch 
Bird Club.

Winter birding walk at 
Hillside Springs Farm

Winter birding walk.
STOCK PHOTO

REGION – Starting 
Jan. 1, Green Mountain 
Power (GMP) will con-
tinue its popular rebate 
programs to help cus-
tomers save when they 
switch from fossil fuels to 
clean electricity for driv-
ing, heating and cooling, 
yard care, and more. All 
GMP’s programs are de-
signed to help cut costs 
for all GMP customers 
while also cutting carbon 
emissions. To learn more 
about all GMP rebate 
programs, visit www.
greenmountainpower.
com/rebates-programs. 
  Also starting in Janu-

ary, GMP is updating 
its heat pump program 
to expand access to the 
super-efficient heating 
and cooling technology 
by more than doubling 
its enhanced, post-pur-
chase heat pump rebate 
for income-eligible cus-
tomers to $2,000. It had 
been $600. To qualify, 
customers must have a 
household income at or 
below 80% of area medi-
an income (AMI). To see 
if your household quali-
fies for the enhanced 
post-purchase rebate, 
check the AMI infor-
mation available on the 
heat pump rebate page 

on the GMP website, www.
greenmountainpower.com/
rebates-programs/home-
and-yard/heat-pump. At 
the same time, the $300 
post-purchase rebate for 
moderate-income custom-
ers and the $400 midstream 
rebate paid to suppliers will 
end. The rebate program 
changes are for ductless 
mini-spilt cold climate heat 
pumps and centrally ducted 
air source heat pumps, and 
they go into effect on Jan. 1.
  “Since 2020, GMP incen-

tives have helped custom-
ers install more than 28,000 
mini split heat pump sys-
tems and 2,700 ducted heat 
pumps, and we’re thrilled to 
enhance our post-purchase 
rebate to help more Ver-
monters,” said Tiana Smith, 
leader of electrification at 
GMP. “Heating with fossil 
fuel is the top source of car-
bon pollution in Vermont, 
and GMP is proud to have 
partnered with installers 
and customers to grow the 
market here for this clean 
electric technology.”
  GMP customer Jonathan 

Klein has heat pumps at his 
Richmond, Vt., home as his 
family shifts away from fos-
sil fuel. “They have been in-
credible all year long. We’re 
able to control energy use 
and temperature by room, 

which is great. I tell all my 
friends how well they work 
and how cost-efficient they 
are,” Klein said.
  GMP’s other incentives 

for heating and cooling sys-
tems will continue. They 
include up to $400 point of 
sale discount through par-
ticipating suppliers, up to 
$2,000 for centrally ducted 
air source heat pump sys-
tems, $1,000 per ton for 
air-to-water heat pumps, 
and $2,100 per ton up to 6 
tons for ground source heat 
pumps and geothermal sys-
tems.
  All GMP incentives and 

rebate programs, including 
EV rebates, electric mower, 
and yard care rebates, cut 
carbon and reduce costs 
for all customers, and help 
address the top sources of 
carbon pollution – heat-
ing and transportation. In 
2023, GMP residential and 
business customers off-
set more than 629 million 
pounds of lifetime carbon 
through GMP’s incentive 
programs, which is the 
equivalent of preventing 
the burning of 2.4 million 
barrels of oil. Customers 
can email GMP’s Energy 
Innovation Team at ener-
gyinnovationteam@green-
mountainpower.com, or 
call 888-835-4672.

GMP’s rebate programs 
continue in 2024

REGION – The U.S. 
Forest Service (USFS) 
looks for a successful 
snowmobile season and 

wants to encourage all rid-
ers to put safety first out on 
the trails.
  Green Mountain Nation-

al Forest (GMNF) officials 
are advising snowmobilers 
to exercise caution when 
operating on the National 
Forest, and all lands in Ver-
mont. GMNF officials re-
mind snowmobile enthu-
siasts to heed all gates and 
signs, and to stay off roads 
and trails that are closed. 
Forest Service employees 
and several snowmobile 
clubs throughout Vermont 
have been working to clear 
trees and other debris from 
trails. However, trail users 
should continue to use ex-
tra caution as downed tree 
hazards are possible. 
  Weather permitting, 

snowmobile use is al-

lowed on designated trails 
within the GMNF for four 
months beginning on Sat-
urday, Dec. 16, and ending 
on Monday, April 15. “We 
are concerned about user 
safety. Patrols which are 
aimed at enforcing rules 
and regulations, monitor-
ing trail conditions, and 
providing visitor informa-
tion will occur through-
out the forest,” said John 
Sinclair, forest supervisor 
for the Green Mountain 
and Finger Lakes National 
Forests. The GMNF will 
continue to work closely 
with state and local law 
enforcement agencies, as 
well as the Vermont Asso-
ciation of Snow Travelers 
(VAST), to make sure that 
users of the trail system are 
respectful, responsible, law 
abiding, and safe. 
  The GMNF and VAST 

cooperate to maintain 
more than 470 miles of Na-
tional Forest System trails 
that are part of the larger 
statewide snowmobile net-
work. VAST is one of sev-
eral snowmobile associa-
tions in the United States 
that has a cooperative part-
nership agreement with 
the U.S. Forest Service. 
“All of these trails allow 
mixed uses, so people are 
snowshoeing, hiking, and 
cross-country skiing, as 
well as using snowmobiles. 
Snowmobilers should trav-
el responsibly and yield to 
other users,” said Sinclair. 
The maximum speed is 35 
miles per hour on state and 
federal land.
  Operators must main-

tain control of their snow-
mobile while riding, keep 
to the right at all times, 
wear helmets, and stay 
on designated trails only. 
All snowmobiles must be 
legally registered, have li-
ability insurance, and op-
erators must purchase a 
VAST Trails Maintenance 
Assessment decal. Officials 
also encourage winter trail 
users to pack a flashlight, 
cell phone, food, and extra 
warm clothing in case of 
an emergency. 
  Trail users are encour-

aged to visit the VAST trail 
update for specifics on trail 
conditions and closures, 
w w w.vtvast .org/ t ra i l s .
html.

Snowmobilers to use caution
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Londonderry, VT
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Member FINRA/SIPC
Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

802-228-5774
Member FINRA/SIPC

Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Getting a second opinion on your 
financial future may:

• Lower your investment fees
• Improve your performance
• Help you understand your investments and risk
• Make sure you don’t outlive your money

Call us today to set up a no risk private consultation.
Isn’t your peace of mind worth the time?

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

Open Monday - Sunday, 11am - 7pm
802-367-3562

www.greenmountaincannabisworks.com
4542 Main Street, Manchester Center

21+ only with valid ID

Cannabis has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). For use by individuals 21 years of age and older or registered 
qualifying patient only. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND PETS. DO NOT USE IF PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING. Possession or use of canna-
bis may carry significant legal penalties in some jurisdictions and under federal law. It may not be transported outside of the state of Vermont. The effects of 
edible cannabis may be delayed by two hours or more. Cannabis may be habit forming and can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Persons 

25 years and younger may be more likely to experience harm to the developing brain. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the 
influence of this product. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Monday ~ 25% Off Edibles
Tuesday ~ 25% Off Single Pre-Rolls
Wednesday ~ 25% Off Accessories
Thursday ~ 25% Off Tinctures
Friday ~ 25% Off Pre-Packed Chillums
Saturday ~ 25% Off Pre-Roll Packs
Sunday ~ 25% Off Flower

DAILY SPECIALS
Buy More Save More

(Flower)
2 Jars ~ 10% Off
4 Jars ~ 15% Off
6 Jars ~ 20% Off
8 Jars ~ 25% Off

RON PATCH

Buying 
Antiques

Photographs, 
Military, 

Clocks, Guns, 
Coins

802-374-0119

Call Ron Patch at 802-374-0119

• Antiques
• Early Photographs
• Military: Helmets, 
  Flags, Uniforms, 
  Weapons, Daggers 
  and Bayonets

• Antique Clocks & 
  Clock Parts

• Guns
• Coins
• & More!

Buying:

Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 
Monday - Friday.   Excludes Holidays

SHRIMP & 
SCALLOPS

BROILED 
OR FRIED

$2000
JR. PRIME 

RIB

$1600

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

All Meals are Served with 
House Salad, Caesar Salad, 

or Veggie of the Day

11:45-9 Mon-Sat and 12-8 Sun
Now Taking Reservations

BY RON PATCH
802-374-0119

ronpatch27@gmail.com

  One photo with this article 
is a Black River Academy 
souvenir. It was published 
in 1955. It’s a look back at 
old Ludlow from 1905 class 
members. In part, it reads:

“Alumni Day, June 18, 1955
  On this, our Fiftieth An-

niversary, why not turn back 
with us for a look at Ludlow 
as we remember. At your lei-
sure it might be interesting 
to note the changes that have 
come about.
  In 1905 Ludlow had been a 

chartered town for 144 years. 
  The Tax Rate was: Town 

$1.63—Village 45c; 
  The Population was 2,042;
  Main Street was, and is, 

about 1,026 feet above sea 
level and Mt. Okemo is 3,372 
feet above sea level.
  There were no paved 

roads at this time in the town 
or village. Sidewalks were 
paved on some streets. There 
were some paved walks from 
one side of the street to the 
other.
  Water and sewer service 

had been in use seven years.
  Electric light service had 

been in use four years.
  The Fletcher Memorial Li-

brary was being used for the 
fifth year.
  Telephone service had 

been in use seven years.
  The Ludlow Opera House 

had been in use only two 
years but was very busily en-
gaged in presenting travel-
ling shows. Motion pictures 
were just starting and were 
few and far between. (The 
Opera House, as we called it, 
burned and in 1923 the pres-
ent Town Hall was erected).
  Our manufacturing con-

sisted of the Ludlow Woolen 
Mill, Black River Woolen 
Mill, Verd Mont Woolen 
Mill, Fullam Chair Factory, 
Agan’s Shoddy Mill, Ha-
thorn’s Horse Collar Shop, 
Keating’s Cigar Manu-
facturing Shop, Morgan’s 
Dress Shop, Harlan Gra-
ham’s Woodworking Shop, 
Warner’s Machine Shop, 
Harry Lawrence’s Wood-
working Shop, Billado and 
Blanchard’s Sawmill. (The 
last two were burned out 
during this year of ’05).
  This was the year the Jew-

ell Brook Mill, which was to 
mean so much to Ludlow, 
was nearly completed to 
open March 1906.
  There were two printing 

offices – the Vermont Tri-
bune and the R.S. Warner 
shop. The Tribune office was 

‘the first place 
of industry’ 
to install an 
electric mo-
tor. 
  The Ludlow 

House and 
the Goddard 
House were 
two busy ho-
tels. There 
was only one 
‘restaurant’ in 
town.
  Four liv-

ery stables 
with between 
60 and 80 horses furnished 
transportation to nearby 
places. On Wednesdays, 
“Drummer Day,” it was al-
most impossible for a local 
to hire a team because of the 
big demand by the travelling 
salesmen. Four Blacksmith 
Shops were busy most of the 
time.
  There were eleven passen-

ger trains out of town every 
day and on Sundays a paper 
train early in the morning 
going north.
  Autos were few – prob-

ably no more than six were 
owned by locals.”

  In 1905 there were 408 pu-
pils enrolled in the schools 
in Ludlow. In the village was 
the Andover Street School, 

the graded school on High 
Street, now occupied by the 
Locker Plant.
  There were no hot lunches 

at that time. The hickory 
rod was in use and probably 
needed.
  Baseball and Football were 

played for years. B.R.A. was 
proud of its teams…
  Junior Proms were not on 

the school calendar. Instead 
of “Proms” they were called 
“Receptions” and always 
held in some church vestry 
with marching as the chief 
amusement. Dancing was 
prohibited. One class put on 
a dance and the next day ex-
pulsion was the word heard 
in school. Later that year the 
business men sponsored a 
dance for the graduating 
class.

  The class of ’05 
was the 70th class 
to graduate from 
B.R.A. and the third class to 
hold their exercises in the 
first Town Hall.”
The last page is a list of 

1905 students: 

“50-YEAR ALUMNI 
CLASS 
Harlan E. Aldrich, Spring-

field, Vt. 
Vera A. Giddings, Spring-

field, Vt.
Francis L. Keating, Port-

land, Me.
Harry N. Lamere, Ludlow, 

Vt.
Mabel S. Martin (Mrs. 

Freeman Tilden), British 
Columbia
Lillian M. Wilson (Mrs. 

Clarence Pratt, Deceased).”

  The other photo with this 
article is a “real photo post-
card,” as we know them in 
the trade. It would date from 
1907 to 1915. These photog-
raphers used a large wooden 
camera, on a wooden tripod. 
Instead of roll film you might 
have seen, these photos were 
taken on a 5 by 7 inch glass 
plate. This would be the 
negative. In this photo, the 
photographer, or his assis-
tant, wrote in white letters 
directly on the glass plate. 
From these negatives post-
cards were published and 
sold to travellers or locals.

  This week’s old saying: 
“Figures don’t lie, but liars 
sure can figure.”

Ludlow in 1905

1905 BRA souvenir.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

Ludlow school circa 1907. Today these buildings house the Lud-
low Senior Center and Black River Academy Museum.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

S P R I N G F I E L D , 
Vt. – Gallery at the 
VAULT is delighted to 
present “Sightings,” a 
photography show by 
Richard Cofrancesco 
from Jan. 4-31. An 
exhibit of images that 
have caught Richard’s 
imagination, printed 
on metal and paper, 
in black and white as 
well as color. Come 
and talk with Richard 
at his reception on 
Friday, Jan. 5, from 
5-6:30 p.m.
  Richard is always 

looking for that per-
fect photo, especially 
for the ways that light 
changes, creating in-
teresting composi-
tions. “I am excited 
to find compositions 
where all elements come 
together to form images 
of beauty or questions 
to the viewer. I look 
for natural scenes and 

scenes with a little twist. I 
go back to the same places 
many times to capture the 
differences.” Richard lives 
right here in Springfield, 

and has been with 
the VAULT since 
its inception. Peo-
ple really enjoy his 
work.
  For more informa-

tion, please call Gal-
lery at the VAULT, 
68 Main Street,
Springfield. We are 

open Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and 
Saturdays, from 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m., and 
Fridays, from 11 
a.m. – 7 p.m. For 
more information, 
call 802-885-7111, 
email galleryvault@
v e r m o n t e l . n e t , 
or visit www.gal-
leryvault.org or the 
gallery’s Facebook 
page. The gallery is 
handicap accessible.

“Sightings,” photography 
show at the VAULT

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
There will be two electronic 
music performance concerts 
celebrating synthesizers, 
circuit-bending, and sound 
manipulation on the sec-
ond Saturdays of the first 
two months of 2024 – Jan. 
13 and Feb. 10 – at Stage 33 
Live, 33 Bridge Street in Bel-
lows Falls, Vt.
  Each session will open 

with a meet and greet at 
6 p.m. Get up close to the 
gear (don’t touch though), 
talk with the performers, 
and settle in. Five 20-minute 
performances will begin at 7 

p.m.
  The players will be in the 

center of the room, with 
the audience in the round 
and encouraged to roam 
throughout the show. The 
performances are expected 
to range from cinematic and 
lush to computeresque and 
urgent. It may get loud.
  Session 1 performers on 

Jan. 13 include three from 
NYC – Metamyther, camer-
on.wav, and makamqore – 
along with Thomas Nöla of 
Vermont, and B.B. Dozer of 
New Hampshire.
  Session 2 performers on 

Feb. 10 include Repair-
er of Reputations from 
Rhode Island, Acacia 
Bridge from New York, 
and three from Ver-
mont – Thorny, Malcolm 
McShinsky, and Uke 
Meri.
  Suggested donations 

can be made in advance 
through www.stage33live.
com, or at the door per 
event. All proceeds bene-
fit the performers. No one 
will be turned away for 
lack of money. Advance 
donations guarantee en-
try if the session sells out.

Second-Saturday Synthfest 
Series at Stage 33 Live

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts and Twilight Music 
present fiddler, singer, and 
songwriter Maura Shawn 
Scanlin and her band at 
Next Stage on Sunday, Jan. 
14, at 7 p.m.
  Maura Shawn Scanlin is 

making a name for herself 
among the Celtic and acous-
tic music scenes across the 
country. Her playing, hailed 
for its inventiveness, fluid-
ity, and tone, brings togeth-
er influences from Ireland, 
Scotland, and the Ameri-
can South, where she grew 
up. Touring actively with 

her duo Rakish and string 
quartet Rasa String Quar-
tet, Maura has also shared 
the stage with many cor-
nerstone musicians in the 
Celtic music world includ-
ing Seamus Egan, Maeve 
Gilchrist, Judy Collins, and 
Hanneke Cassel. Maura is 
a two-time U.S. National 
Scottish Fiddle Champion, 
a Glenfiddich Fiddle Cham-
pion, and is touring for the 
first time under her own 
name, following the release 
of her debut full-length solo 
album. Her band features 
Conor Hearn on guitar 

(Rakish), Adam Hendey 
on bouzouki (The Fire), 
and Julian Pinelli on fid-
dle (Peter Rowan Blue-
grass Band, The Foreign 
Landers).
  Next Stage is located at 

15 Kimball Hill in down-
town Putney, Vt. Tickets 
discounted in advance 
through www.next-
stagearts.org. There is 
also a livestream option. 
Next Stage will provide a 
beer, wine, and cocktail 
cash bar. For informa-
tion, call 802-387-0102 or 
visit the website above.

Maura Shawn Scanlin at 
Next Stage Richard Cofrancesco photography.

PHOTO PROVIDED

ATTENTION
Contractors, 
Electricians, and 
General Laborers:

Check out our 
Business Directory 

on Page 7

Contact us Today 
and add a listing 

for your Business! 
802-228-3600



Need help with VT Health 
Connect or Medicare enrollment?

Valley Health Connections is here to help!
• Review Medicare prescription plans 
• Explore State and Federal programs to help 
with Medicare costs
• Apply for VT Health Connect, sign up for 
the plan that suits you best, and understand 
the financial help that may be available

Medicare open enrollment runs until Dec. 7

VT Health Connect open enrollment runs 
until Jan. 15

Call us today for FREE assistance!

802-885-1616
268 River St, Springfield, VT 05156
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ity, grammatical er-
rors, and libelous state-
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AS OF MARCH, 
2023, we will charge 
for POLITICAL LET-
TERS at the rate of 
$75 for 200 words, 
and $0.50 per word 
thereafter. 

At Brattleboro Hearing Center your  
hearing healthcare is our top priority.

Our Doctors of Audiology keep up with the
latest technology and our research-driven

practices provide the best possible outcomes
in the treatment of hearing loss. We’re proud

to offer personalized, patient-centered care.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Brattleboro, VT • 802-254-3922

Swanzey, NH • 603-354-3325
Greenfield, MA • 413-773-5119

www.BrattleboroHearing.com

Telemedicine
Appts Available via Phone Call, Facetime, Zoom

Email henry@hassonmd.com
Visit Our Website for more information:

www.hassonmd.com

Dr. Henry Hasson
Specializing in Pediatric Neurology & Epilepsy

Diagnoses and Treatment:
SEIZURES, EEG, ADHD, HEADACHES,

AUTISM, DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS, 
NERVE/MUSCLE DISORDERS

Calm Moments
Massage Studio
101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

802.228.7772
www.calmmomentsmassage.com

Open Seven Days a Week
Couples Massages Available

Purchase Gift Certificates & Book Online

Coming Soon in 2024!
The FLAT TABLE: A Mediation, Conflict Resolution, 

and Clarity Planning Company.
For: Families, Businesses, and Organizations looking 

to clarify issues and prevent major conflict.

“Get a grip on it… Work it out.”- Dr. TD Jakes

Specializing in clarity planning, transitions, elder 
care, inheritance, property, and teamwork.

Private and Confidential

802-732-8294
TOM SALMON, CPA, MA degree in Conflict 
Resolution. Certified dispute resolver (DRPA)

“Everyone is equal, and their voices are heard at the 
flat table; a fair table to honestly deal with anything.”

Dear Editor,

  What would you do if 
you heard that we might 
lose an important piece 
of our community and 
history?
  Recently the Fletcher 

Farm School for the Arts 
and Crafts announced 
that they will be clos-

ing for the 2024 season 
to resolve funding, orga-
nizational, and personnel 
issues, including finding 
a new board chair for the 
nonprofit’s governing body, 
the Society of Vermont 
Artists and Craftsmen (SO-
VAC), by Jan. 15, or risk 
statute-dictated dissolu-
tion. 
  If the school shutters, 

we will lose a piece of liv-
ing local history and a fan-
tastic opportunity for us 
young people to participate 
in community events and 
learn new skills. In its cur-
rent form, the school has 
been serving the Ludlow 
area for over 75 years, but 
arts and crafts classes have 
been offered at Fletcher 
Farm since the 1930s. Did 
you know that at different 
times, the authors Robert 

Frost and Dorothy Can-
field Fisher served on the 
board of the Fletcher Farm 
Foundation (which leases 
the space to SOVAC)? The 
school honors this history 
through classes for students 
of all ages, and a Young 
Artists Scholarship to make 
the arts more accessible for 
local children and teens.
  You can help this his-

toric nonprofit reopen and 
come back stronger than 
before. Whether you join 
the board, make a year-
end donation, offer pro 
bono services, or help out 
in any other way you can, 
this valuable community 
resource needs our sup-
port now more than ever. 
To learn how you can get 
involved, contact Board 
Chair Susan Damone Balch 
at susan@fletcherfarm.org 
or 802-228-8770. In the 
spirit of the school’s his-
toric contributions to our 
community, let’s make sure 
it can stay open well into 
the future.

Sincerely,
Lorien P. Strange
Cavendish, Vt.

CHESTER, Vt. – Are 
you a family caregiver 
for a loved one with 
a form of dementia?  
Whether it is Alzheim-
er’s, Parkinson’s, or one 
of the many forms of de-
mentia, Senior Solutions 
knows how demanding 
that can be.
  You are invited to at-

tend the monthly Mem-
ory Café held on Jan. 
4. The Memory Café is 
free, and is a welcom-
ing environment where 
caregivers can social-
ize, provide mutual 
support, and exchange 
helpful information. 
The Memory Café is 
based on the Vermont 

Alzheimer’s model. Senior 
Solutions volunteers will 
be keeping your loved ones 
entertained with live gui-
tar music, games, and fun 
activities. We will work to 
keep your loved ones en-
gaged and safe.
  Caregivers are also wel-

come to come alone. Also, 
if you happen to have been 
recently diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s and are still 
able to drive and care for 
yourself – you are also 
welcome to attend. Senior 
Solutions provides snacks 
and beverages. You are 
welcome to bring a bagged 
lunch for those with di-
etary restrictions.
The Chester Memory 

Café will be held on the 
first Thursday of each 
month, from 11 a.m. – 1 
p.m. St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church has kindly offered 
their Willard Hall activity 
room to Senior Solutions 
for this purpose. There is a 
parking lot behind the Six 
Loose Ladies shop on the 
village green on Route 11 
in Chester. The entrance 
to Willard Hall is accessed 
from the parking area. Just 
follow the walkway to the 
rear door of St. Luke’s.
  Please RSVP to jeren-

house@seniorsolutionsvt.
org so we can plan refresh-
ments.
  Thank you, and hope to 

see you on Jan. 4.

Chester Memory Café 

Memory Cafés provide support for those helping family members with memory loss. 
STOCK PHOTO

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfield Hospital and 
the Apple Blossom Com-
mittee have been reach-
ing out to local high 
school seniors and past 
high school graduates, 
and we have discovered 
that the excitement for 
Apple Blossom exists, but 
potential contestants and 
community members are 
looking for additional 
revisions. The organizers 
have listened, agreed, and 
are adopting some chang-
es for 2024. 
  The deadline for con-

testant applications has 
been extended to Jan. 
19, 2024. Constants do not 
need a partner to sign up. 
As always, contestants who 
are seniors of area high 
schools are encouraged to 
apply. Included are the high 
schools of Springfield, Bel-
lows Falls, Fall Mountain, 
Green Mountain, Ludlow, 
Stevens, Windsor, Compass 
School, Vermont Academy, 
and Woodstock, as well as 
home school. New for 2024, 
graduates of the classes of 
2020, 2021, 2022, and 2023 
are invited to apply for the 
2024 event. Those gradu-

ates can either participate 
in the “Celebration Dance” 
that will be included in the 
Friday and Saturday night 
performances, or they can 
fully participate in the Ap-
ple Blossom with the un-
derstanding that they will 
not be eligible for the title 
of 2024 Queen and Court. 
The theme is “Mamma 
Mia! Here We Go Again!,” 
an upbeat musical film, 
filled with music from 
ABBA. Also new for 2024, 
there will be a community 
dance with a live band after 
the Saturday, May 4, perfor-

mance. 
  Children in kinder-

garten – 4th grade are 
invited to participate as 
couples, and the deadline 
for their applications is 
Jan. 19, 2024. 
  Apple Blossom is a 

fundraising event for 
Springfield Hospital 
that started in 1957. The 
community comes alive 
with song and dance of 
the youth from our area. 
The 2024 event will fea-
ture some of the original 
aspects of Apple Blos-
som. The community 
dance at the end of the 
Saturday performance 
will be similar to the 
“Ball” of 1957 at the orig-
inal Apple Blossom. 
  Apply today to par-

ticipate. Applications 
can be found at www.
springfieldhospital.org, 
or www.facebook.com/
SpringfieldHospitalVT. 

Apple Blossom 
responds to community 
input

Apple Blossom registration deadline is Jan. 19.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Family Owned Funeral Home
Funeral & Cremation Services

802-885-3322 
99 Summer St, Springfield, VT

www.DavisMemorialChapel.net
Owners Scott and Angela Page

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In:
Equine Land Development & Ponds
Sculpting your piece of Vermont

to fit your Dreams!

802-824-3140

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

Londonderry, VT

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your  
piece of Vermont  

to fit your Dreams!

Harvey Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 
Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508
DAN

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

15 Barker St.
Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479
Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – In 
loving memory of Renee 
Bailey of Springfield, Vt., 
who passed away peacefully 
on Dec. 20, having lived 100 
years. She was a remarkable 
woman who found her true 
love amidst the backdrop of 
history.
  During World War II, 

she crossed paths with her 
husband Dwight; he passed 
away on Aug. 12, 2014. 
Their love story became a 
testament to the enduring 
power of resilience and love 
during adversity.
  Whenever possible, she 

enjoyed spending time 
with her children, grand-
children, and great-grand-
children. She enjoyed gar-
dening, bird watching, and 
going for long drives. Her 
family recalls how her home 
always smelled like freshly 

baked fruit pies. Renee 
lived a life full of cherished 
memories. As we bid our 
beloved mother farewell, 
let us remember her smile, 
laughter, and remarkable 
spirit that lives on.
  Renee is survived by 

her four children Shirley, 
Frank, Corenne, and Reid 
who was her caretaker; her 
five grandchildren Karen, 
Michelle, Tammy, Tanya, 
and Sam; and her nine 
great-grandchildren Ben, 
Marshall, Evangeline, Vic-
toria, Olivia, Noah, Sofia, 
Amelia, and Julia.
  She is predeceased by 

her husband Dwight and 
grandson David.
  May she rest in peace 

alongside her husband.
  Services will be held at 

Davis Memorial Chapel in 
the spring of 2024.  

CHESTER, Vt. – It is with 
great sadness that we tell 
our friends of the passing of 
Walter Genser, but it was a 
happy life.
  Walter, a native of Austria, 

was born April 11, 1945. He 
served in the Austria mili-
tary before coming to the 
U.S. as a ski instructor at 
Mount Snow. There, he met 
his future wife Bette and 
they had 53 wonderful years 
of marriage.
  Walter, with his friend 

Rolf, built a speck house 
1970-71, and this led Walter 
to speculate on his own, and 
he built three more houses, 
including his own.
  When the barn property 

became available in Lon-
donderry in 1976, Walter 
saw the potential for a re-
tail establishment called 
The Barn, where high qual-
ity name brand clothing for 
men and women could be 
sold at discounted, reason-
able prices. Success with the 
clothing led to the opening 
of The Shoe Barn in 1980 
across the street. This went 
well with our local popula-
tion as well as visitors to the 
area.
  There eventually was a 

third shop, The Barn An-
nex, which offered children’s 
clothing and gifts. Such fun.
  Walter truly enjoyed 

meeting so many wonder-
ful people along the way 
and providing useful mer-
chandise to the area. Also, 
Londonderry, for a time, 
became a retail destination. 
But the time came to close 
after 30 years.

  Walter was an excellent 
private pilot and many day 
trips to the coast were en-
joyed.
  Throughout his life, 

Walter’s faith was a big fac-
tor and influence. A Lay 
Ministry program that the 
Vermont Catholic Diocese 
offered was completed, and 
the next step would have 
been Deacon, but at age 59, 
that was not an option.
  In retirement, Walter was 

a part-time ski instructor at 
Stratton Mountain for a few 
seasons. But most of all, he 
enjoyed taking care of his 
beloved property in Wind-
ham and having a hand in 
enhancing the original nat-
ural beauty.
  Walter leaves his wife 

Bette, brother Gerald, and 
many nieces and nephews.
  Rest in Peace Walter, 

Godspeed.
  A funeral mass was held at 

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
in Chester, Vt., on Jan. 2, at 
11 a.m. Burial followed at 
the North Windham Cem-
etery. 

Walter Genser, 1945-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WESTON, Vt. – Wayne 
Charles Parker Sr., lovingly 
known by all as Charlie, of 
Weston, Vt., passed away 
peacefully on Dec. 25, at 
Rutland Hospital, sur-
rounded by his loving fam-
ily.
  Charlie was born in the 

family home in Weston, Vt., 
on Jan. 3, 1948, the fourth 
child to Fernando and 
Marguerite (Hart) Parker. 
Charlie was one of five chil-
dren, growing up with two 
sisters and two brothers.
  Charlie attended Weston 

Elementary School and 
Chester High School. After 
high school, he was drafted 
and honorably served his 
country in the Vietnam 
War as a helicopter crew 
chief and flight engineer in 
the 101st Airborne, from 
1969-1970.
  Charlie was predeceased 

by the love of his life, San-
dra (Sandy) M. Dayton, 
whom he married at the 
Chapel of the Snows in 
Stratton, Vt., on March 6, 
1971. In the early years of 
their marriage, they resided 
in Londonderry, and later 
built their home on the ad-
jacent property to his par-
ents in Weston, where they 
happily raised their two 
boys.
  Charlie is survived by his 

son Wayne C. Parker Jr.; 
his wife Deborah; and his 
three beloved granddaugh-
ters Tori, Halle, and Jenna, 
all of Londonderry, Vt. He 
also leaves his son Jerrid S. 
Parker and his wife Stepha-
nie, who reside next door to 
his home in Weston; and his 
brother and sisters Brenda 
J. Mathews, Gloria J. Cook 
and her husband John F.H. 
Cook, and Rodger L. Parker 
and his wife Diane M. Park-
er. Charlie is also survived 
by brothers-in-law William 
(Jodie) Dayton and Ronnie 
(Janice) Dayton; and sis-
ters-in-law Patricia (Doug) 
Roberts, Donna (Roy) Wil-
liams, and Kathy (Michael) 
Dayton; several nieces and 
nephews, and many spe-
cial friends. He was prede-
ceased by brother-in-law 
Lonnie Mathews, whom he 
was so very fond of, broth-
er-in-law Walter (Tink) 
Willaims, and sister-in-law 
Joan Dayton. He was also 
predeceased by his brother 
Gordon G. Parker. 
  Charlie loved many out-

door activities. He loved to 
hunt, and treasured his time 
spent in the woods with his 
brother, sons, and nephews. 
He can be remembered 
specifically saying with the 
dry wit and character that 
was expected, “Don’t forget 
your green bag.” He rekin-
dled his love for the game of 
golf and enjoyed time spent 
on the course with good 
friends and family. Anyone 
who had the pleasure of 
playing with, or witnessing, 
Charlie on the golf course 
could see his joy with every 
swing or putt. Even when 
his health started to fail, his 
love of sport drove him.
  Charlie spent many of his 

years working at Bromley 
Mountain, affectionately 
known as Parker Peak by 
family and friends, for 35 

years, serving as mountain 
manager. He was a boss, a 
mentor, and a friend to so 
many during his time there, 
including “grooming” his 
son Jerrid to follow in his 
footsteps. After his time 
at Bromley, he started his 
own property management 
business, CWP LLC, where 
he always made sure his cli-
ents were well taken care of. 
He was a master at relation-
ship building and making 
everyone love, appreciate, 
and respect him without 
ever seeming to try. It just 
came naturally to Charlie.
  Charlie and Sandy en-

joyed many years of bowl-
ing, boating on Lake St. 
Catherine, traveling in their 
motorhome to NASCAR 
races, and camping with 
their family and friends. 
In recent years, they en-
joyed their second home in 
Florida during the winter 
months, and were always 
willing to play a round of 
golf. They truly knew how 
to enjoy life to the fullest.
  Charlie enjoyed spending 

time with his granddaugh-
ters. Lovingly, they referred 
to him as “Pop,” and he 
relished watching them 
grow, achieve goals, suc-
ceed, learn, love, and laugh. 
He had “Pop-isms” that he 
shared with his girls, many 
of them better left unsaid.
  Charlie will always be re-

membered for his extraor-
dinary talents of being a 
loving, caring, and family-
oriented gentleman. He had 
the quickest of wits and the 
sharpest of tongues, offer-
ing up the best advice and 
most humorous comments 
to anyone wanting (or not 
wanting) to hear it.
Funeral services will be 

held on Saturday, Jan. 6, at 1 
p.m., at the Second Congre-
gational Church on Main 
Street in Londonderry. The 
family invites all to a social 
gathering of remembrance 
at The New American Grill 
immediately following the 
service.
  The family would like to 

especially thank Dr. Allan 
Eisemann and his staff in 
the Foley Cancer Center, as 
well as the staff at Rutland 
Regional Medical Cen-
ter for their kindness and 
many years of comprehen-
sive, compassionate, family 
centered care.
  Donations may be made 

in Charlie’s memory to the 
Foley Cancer Center at 
Rutland Regional Medical 
Center, c/o Brewster-Shea 
Funeral Services, P.O. Box 
885, Manchester Center, 
VT 05255. To send the fam-
ily personal condolences, 
please visit www.sheafuner-
alhomes.com.

Wayne Charles Parker Sr., 
1948-2023.
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LUDLOW, Vt. – Char-
lotte (Aher) Pluta, 93, of 
Ludlow, passed away peace-
fully on Dec. 5, 2023, after 
a short decline in health at 
Gill Odd Fellows Home in 
Ludlow. 
  She was born on Sept. 

26, 1930, in Brattleboro, 
the daughter of Walter T. 
Aher and Bernice (Stone) 
Aher. As a young child they 
settled in Ludlow, and the 
family purchased Ludlow 
Insurance Agency in 1939.
  She was a 1948 graduate 

of Black River High School, 
and attended The Univer-
sity of Vermont and gradu-
ated from Rutland Business 
College in 1951.
  Charlotte married John 

G. “Dud” Pluta on May 1, 
1954, at the Church of the 
Annunciation in Ludlow.
  Charlotte and Dud oper-

ated and owned Ludlow In-
surance Agency from 1963, 
after her dad died, retiring 
in 1997. They both were 
very community minded. 
Charlotte volunteered over 
the years for such things 
as playing Taps for mili-
tary funerals, both while in 
high school and in her later 
years, reading to the chil-
dren at the Fletcher Memo-
rial Library, helping with 
VINS classes at Ludlow 
Elementary, and was very 
active in the Ludlow Gar-
den Club for a few years. 
She was on the board of 
the Fletcher Farm Founda-
tion for over 30 years, and 
on the board of directors of 
the Black River Academy 
Museum for a period of 
time, and always very ac-
tive in her church and as a 
fire department auxiliary 
wife. She also loved baking 
for a worthy cause. She and 
Dud traveled a great deal, 
both for pleasure and busi-
ness, and had great friends 
in Vermont and all over the 
country.
  When they retired, they 

handed down the business 
to their daughter and son-
in-law Sharon and Ron Bix-
by, bought a home on the 
Sarasota Bay in Bradenton, 
Fla., and spent many win-
ters there.
  She is survived by her sis-

ter Margaret “Peggy” Nuz-
zolo of Fair Haven; daugh-
ter Sharon (Ron) Bixby of 
Ludlow; granddaughters 
Pamela Bixby (Craig Rich-
ardson) of Chesapeake, 
Va., and Kimberly (Brad) 
Southworth of Ludlow; 
nephew Walter “Pepe” Nuz-

zolo; sister-in-law Margaret 
Pluta of Florida; nieces Rita 
and Karen Pluta; four great-
grandchildren Connor, 
Lucas, and Tucker South-
worth, and Layla Richard-
son; and several cousins.
  She is predeceased by her 

husband John G. Pluta in 
2012, and by her son Mi-
chael J. Pluta in 1989, and 
brothers-in-law Lee Pluta 
and Frank “Nick” Nuzzolo.
  Calling hours and her 

Funeral Mass were held on 
Saturday, Dec. 16, at the 
Church of the Annuncia-
tion in Ludlow, officiated 
by Father Thomas Mosher. 
Lector was Isabel Mont-
gomery, and musician Ja-
cob McLaughlin. Bearers 
were Pepe Nuzzolo, Gerry 
Martel, Richard Gaignard, 
Michael Poalino, John 
Murphy, and Bob Brandt. 
A reception followed at 
the family’s favorite res-
taurant – “where everyone 
knows your name” – D.J.’s 
Restaurant. Burial will take 
place in the spring at Pleas-
ant View Cemetery.
  In lieu of flowers, dona-

tions can be made to the 
Fletcher Memorial Library, 
88 Main Street, Ludlow, VT 
05149, or the Black River 
Academy Museum, P.O. 
Box 73, Ludlow, VT 05149. 
Charlotte was an avid read-
er and loved our area’s his-
tory.
  Arrangements were made 

under the direction of Clif-
ford Funeral Home.

Charlotte Pluta, 1930-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CAVENDISH, VT.
Cavendish Baptist Church, 2258 Main St. 
Sunday services are 10 a.m. online or in person. 
Online services are on Facebook at 10 a.m. 
Go to www.facebook.com/Cavendish-Baptist-
Church-258814894244302. More at www.
CavendishBaptist.com or call 802-226-7131.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H.
North Charlestown United Methodist Church, 471 
River Rd.
Worship is Sundays at 9 a.m. Holy communion is 
celebrated the first Sunday of every month.  Go to www.
facebook.com/UMCOfNorthCharlestown for more 
information.

Charlestown Congregational Church, 71 Main St.
Sunday service starts at 10 a.m. All are welcome. For 
more information, call 603-826-3335.

LUDLOW, VT.
United Church of Ludlow (UCC and Methodist), 48 
Pleasant St.
Sunday services are held in person and streamed 
online at 10 a.m. Email unitedchurch@tds.net for more 
information. Visit www.unitedchurch.us to receive 
updates on services and meetings.

Ludlow Baptist Church, on the Green, 99 Main St.
Weekly worship services are in-person. Sunday school 
is at 9:30 a.m. for all ages, and Sunday worship is at 
11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday’s prayer meeting 
is at 6:30 p.m. For more information, go to www.
LudlowBaptist.org.

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
Unitarian Universalist Church, 21 Fairground Rd.
Sunday Services are at 10 a.m., in person and on Zoom. 
For more information, go to www.uuspringfieldvt.org.
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SALMON & NOSTRAND
EXPANDS OFFICE

Salmon & Nostrand Law Office of Bellows Falls, 
Vermont is pleased to announce its affiliation 
with Facey Goss & McPhee Law Office of 
Rutland, Vermont.  

Salmon & Nostrand will continue to provide high 
quality legal services from our office in Bellows 
Falls and we will now have a team of 12 lawyers 
and paralegals to better serve your needs.

Contact us at (802) 463-4507 or email:  info@
salmon-nostrand.com

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

The Town of Springfield Development Review Board and 
Downtown Design Review Advisory Commission will hold a 
public hearing at 6:30 pm, Tuesday, January 9, 2024, to review 
a change of use and building renovation for the Odd Fellows 
Building located at 15-19 Main Street.  Individuals wishing 
to participate in the public hearing may do so in person, via 
zoom video conferencing, or by submitting written com-
ments. Participation in this hearing in person, via Zoom 
video conference, or in writing is a prerequisite to the right to 
take any subsequent appeal. Please contact the Town Planner 
(802-376-6102 /toszoning@vermontel.net) for copies of the 
agenda and zoning application.

JAN. 4 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Community 
Meal at the Ludlow 
Community Center on 
Jan. 4. Serving at noon, a 
welcoming home style meal 
of roast chicken, mashed 
potato, gravy, and winter 
squash. Bingo follows. Meal 
provided by Black River 
Good Neighbor Services.

JAN. 5 – 
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – First 
Friday supper on Jan. 5 at 
the First Baptist Church, 9 
Church St., Bellows Falls. 
Menu includes soups, stews, 
chowders, chili, dessert, and 
beverage. Vegan and gluten 
free available. Serving 
from 5-6:30 p.m. For take 
out, call 802-463-3220 
before 5 p.m. Suggested 
donation. Net proceeds go 
to First Line Foundations of 
North America, a program 
for veterans and first 
responders. 

JAN. 6 –
CHESTER, Vt. – Local string 
band Just the Tip! returns to 
The Pizza Stone in Chester 
on Saturday, Jan. 6, at 6 
p.m.

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts Project and Twilight 
Music present roots, 
ragtime, and jazz quartet 
DiTrani Brothers, plus 
Jatoba’s multi-instrumentalist 

/singer Jason Scaggs at 
Next Stage on Saturday, 
Jan. 6 at 7:30 p.m. at 15 
Kimball Hill in downtown 
Putney, Vt. Tickets are 
discounted in advance at 
www.nextstagearts.org. For 
information, call 802-387-
0102 or visit the website 
above.

JAN. 11 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Join the 
post-flood legal clinic on 
Thursday, Jan. 11, from 
1-4:45 p.m., at the Fletcher 
Memorial Library for flood 
assistance. Since October, 
Vermont Law and Graduate 
School’s Entrepreneurial 
Legal Lab and Legal Services 
Vermont have been working 
in collaboration to assist 
Vermont business owners 
affected by the summer 
2023 floods. Bring photos, 
receipts of repairs and 
replaced items, insurance 
information, household 
income, any FEMA or 
SBA documents and log-in 
information if that applies, 
and any additional notes, 
losses, and impacts from 
flooding. 

JAN. 28 – 
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Grammy-nominated 
songwriter Reed Foehl will 
perform at Stage 33 Live 
in Bellows Falls, Vt. on 

Sunday, Jan. 28, at 7 p.m. 
Singer-songwriter Tommy 
Crawford will open. Tickets 
are discounted in advance 
at www.stage33live.com or 
the door. Limited seating. 
The event will be recorded 
and filmed.

SUNDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the first and third Sunday 
of every month downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls, from 
8–10 a.m. All you can eat 
for a minimal cost.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Catamount Composite 
Squadron of the Civil Air 
Patrol meets Sundays, from 
3:30-5:30 p.m., at Hartness 
Airport in Springfield. 
The Civil Air Patrol is the 
auxiliary unit of the U.S. 
Air Force tasked with the 
mission of supporting 
America’s communities 
with emergency response, 
diverse aviation and ground 
services, youth development, 
and promotion of air, space, 
and cyber power. Cadets 
as young as 12 and senior 
members of any age make 
up this diverse group of 
volunteers.

MONDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Free 
Tobacco Quit class led by 
Sarah Doyle, Mondays, 
from 6-7 p.m., at Parks 
Place, 44 School Street 
Extension, Bellows Falls. 
Dinner included. Call or 
text Sarah at 802-289-
0045 or email sdoyle@
springfieldmed.org.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Overeaters Anonymous 
12-Step Recovery Program 
is Mondays, from 7-8 p.m., 
at Parks Place, 44 School 
Street Extension in Bellows 
Falls. The program is free. 
For more information go to 
www.oa.org.

WALPOLE, N.H. – Meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous on 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in St. 
John’s Parish Hall, Walpole.

WESTON, Vt. – Bingo is 
Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
at the Weston Rod & Gun 
Club, 982 Route 100, 
1.5 miles north of Weston 
Village. All are welcome.

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Mondays at 6:15 p.m., join 
Mikayla for a yoga class. 
Contact Lori Wright at 603-
401-8123 or visit www.
dgbodyworks.com for more 
information. Private classes 
are available.

TUESDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Come check out TOPS – 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 
We are a nonjudgmental, 
affordable, and supportive 
weight loss group. The 
first visit is free. We are 
taking Covid precautions 
so a mask is required while 
attending the meeting. All 
are welcome; youth must 
be at least 9 to attend and 
have parental permission. 
Meetings are every Tuesday 
at 25 Cherry Hill in Bellows 
Falls. Weigh-ins start at 
5:45 p.m. 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Senior Solutions is again 
sponsoring two Fall 
Prevention Tai Chi classes 
in the Great Hall, on Pearl 
Street in Springfield, on 
Tuesdays. The advanced 
class will meet from 9:30-
10:30 a.m. The beginner 
class will meet from 
10:40-11:40 a.m. When 
practiced regularly, Tai 
Chi not only helps to lower 
the risk of falling, but also 
improves concentration, 
leg strength, balance and 
coordination, reduces joint 
pain and stress, and builds 
a sense of belonging. For 
more information or to 
register, contact Sue Rubel at 
suerubl@aol.com, or Sophia 
Blanchard at SBlanchard@
seniorsolutionsvt.org.

WEDNESDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Knitting Together, every 
Wednesday, 1-3 p.m., at 
Village Square Booksellers, 
knitting hats and mittens for 
our school kids. We provide 
yarn, some direction, 
and an enjoyable visit. 
Acrylic yarn donations 
are always welcome. For 
more information, contact 
Caroline at 802-463-4653.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Cardio 
& Sculpt, Wednesdays at 
9:30 a.m. at the Spring 
House at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Aqua 
Sculpt, Wednesdays at 
10:35 a.m. at the Spring 
House at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

THURSDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Thursday, from 10-11 
a.m. Classes will be held in 
the First Universalist Parish 
of Chester community room. 
Classes are free and open 
to all. Drop-in class, no 
registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara at 
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

TYSON, Vt. – The Tyson 
Ladies Aid Library 
Association meets the first 
Thursday of each month, 
typically at the Tyson Library. 
Lunch is served at 11:30 
a.m. and meetings start 
at noon. New potential 
members are always 
welcome. Please call Janine 
Norman at 802-228-8764 
for more information or to 
verify meeting location.

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Support group for parents 
of pregnancy and infant 
loss on the first Thursday of 

the month, from 6-7 p.m., 
at Springfield Area Parent 
Child Center, 6 Main Street 
in North Springfield. For 
details or to register, email 
dominiquer@sapcc-vt.org 
or call 802-886-5242 ext. 
258.

WALPOLE, N.H. – 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting, a 12-step 
recovery program for 
women who have a desire to 
stop drinking, is happening 
every Thursday at 6 p.m. 
at the St. John’s Episcopal 
Church at the corner of 
Westminster and Elm streets 
in Walpole, N.H. For more 
information, call Viva at 
802-732-8330.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Genealogy enthusiast 
Wayne Blanchard will be 
at the Rockingham Library 
on Thursdays from 10:30 
a.m. – 12 p.m. If you own 
a laptop, please bring it 
along. Both beginners and 
seasoned genealogists are 
welcome. 

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Thursdays at 6 p.m., join 
Lori Wright for a yoga class. 
Contact Lori Wright at 603-
401-8123 or visit www.
dgbodyworks.com for more 
information. Private classes 
are available. 

GRAFTON, Vt. – A free 
playgroup for children from 
newborns to age 5 will be 
held at Grafton Elementary 
School on Thursday 
mornings, from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. Activities will include 
songs, games, and arts and 
crafts. Contact Heather with 
any questions at 802-843-
4792.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Certified 
instructor Helena Wu will 
teach Tai Chi classes every 
Thursday, from 9-10 a.m., 
at the Black River Valley 
Senior Center, 10 High 
Street in Ludlow. Classes are 
free, and are limited to 10 
participants. Registration 
is required. For more 
information, contact the 
Senior Center at 802-228-
7421, or Helena Wu at 
802-289-7369.

FRIDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings held 
every Friday at 6:30 p.m. at 
St. Joseph’s Church, located 
at 96 South Main Street 
in Chester. If you have a 
problem with alcohol, this is 
an understanding place to 
come to. 

SATURDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Edgar May Health and 
Recreation Center offers 
Springfield residents the 
opportunity to come for a 
free swim every Saturday, 
from 1-3 p.m. Participants 
may need to show proof 
of Springfield residency. 
For more information, call 
802-885-2568, email info@
edgarmay.org, or visit www.
edgarmay.org.

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Saturdays at 9 a.m., join 
Lori Wright for a yoga class. 
Contact Lori Wright at 603-
401-8123 or visit www.
dgbodyworks.com for more 
information. Private classes 
are available.

REGION – “Enrichment” 
is supplying species-specific 
needs to enhance quality of 
life and the welfare of the 
individual. A good example 
of enrichment in the zoo-
logical setting would be the 
construction of habitats that 
are natural and stimulating 
to that particular species of 
animal.
  Domestic dogs also have 

species-specific needs. Some 
of a dog’s needs are as fol-
lows. 
  Social needs – the oppor-

tunity to engage with oth-
ers including humans, other 
dogs, and other species of 
animals. 
  Occupational needs –a job 

or task that includes prob-
lem solving. Dog sports can 
do a great job of filling these 
needs. Mental stimulation 
through positive reinforce-
ment training is highly en-
riching to dogs. Teaching 
your dog a hand-delivered 
retrieve can give you a won-
derful way to play with your 
dog and engage the dog 

mentally at the same time. 
Maintaining a repertoire of at 
least ten unique cues over the 
dog’s lifetime keeps the dog 
engaged and thinking.
  Physical needs – exercise 

off-leash is really important 
for all dogs, but sometimes 
it is just not possible to do 
it safely. You can still sup-
ply physical enrichment 
on-leash. Teach your dog 
to hop up on a bench. Go 
around a tree. Jump over a 
log or stream. Engage in ex-
ploring the world with your 
dog by getting on it, going 
over it or going through it. 
Wade in puddles, run in the 
ocean waves, play with an 
empty cardboard box, or 
chase a plastic bottle around 
the yard. There are so many 
things to do with your dog to 
supply these needs. And it is 
cooperative; you do them to-
gether.
  Nutritional needs – forag-

ing for food. Supply your dog 
with stuffed or filled food 
toys and puzzles that encour-
age them to work for the 

food. This could be their din-
ner. Scatter food in the grass, 
hide food in the home and let 
the dog hunt for it. You can 
feed your dog their kibble 
by loading it into a food toy 
that the dog nudges around 
the room, letting each kibble 
dribble out.
  Sensory needs – What 

is that? Tasting or sniffing 
something new or novel, 
gentle massage, body aware-
ness, positive associations 
with touch and handling, or 
stepping on something new.
  Dogs living in the U.S. to-

day live very restrictive lives 
in general. Because there are 
so many dogs and so many 
people living in close prox-
imity to one another, we 
must have leash laws and 
community ordinances to 
control unwanted interac-
tions between dogs and other 
dogs, dogs and wildlife, dogs 
and farm animals, and dogs 
and humans. It is just a real-
ity of our modern world.
When I was growing up, 

dogs had much more auton-

omy than they do today. 
They had more freedom 
to learn about the world 
on their own. A dog who 
was free to explore the 
world independently was 
able to seek out their own 
species-specific needs, 
all by themselves. This is 
not the case anymore for 
our dogs. There are too 
many dogs and people, all 
crowded together, for dogs 
to run loose. It’s not safe.
  But we can supply en-

richment to our dogs in 
just about any environ-
ment by becoming cre-
ative. Supplying the dog’s 
natural needs goes a long 
way to helping that dog 
to live a balanced and ful-
filled life. When a dog is 
enriched, they are relaxed 
and less likely to develop 
behavioral problems.

  Written by Noel Hoff-
mann of Noel Hoffmann 
Dog Training and Behav-
ior Consulting, www.no-
elhoffmann.com.

Enrichment for domestic dogs
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yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Vermont State Craft Center
Art  Crafts Gifts & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111
Shop handmade for the holidays!
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7

Workshops, details/register http://galleryvault.org 
Rakue Workshop w/ Andrew Berends 1/6/24 and 1/13/24
Painting the Winter Landscape in Watercolor w/ Rob O’Brien 
1/13/24
Chinese Calligraphy w/ Jonathan Root 2/17/24
Perspective Drawing Basics w/ Chris Mix (Zoom) 2/4/24
Pet Portraits w/ Mindy Fisher 2/24/24
Pine Needle Basket w/ Irene Dizes 3/8/24 & 3/9/24
Wire-wrapped Pendant w/ Thomas Alyxander 4/6/24
Flowers in Texture & Color w/ Julie Crabtree 4/27/24
(01/24/24 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restorations on 
up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our clients can 
expect professionalism, proficiency, customer care, and quality. 
Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/20/24 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(02/14/24 - 13)

NEW ENGLAND HOME
BUIDING AND REMODEL
802-779-3414 — Located in Weston, VT

Kitchens, Additions, and Remodels.  Finish Carpentry and Cabinet 
Work.  Property Maintenance. Fully Insured, Free Estimates. 

Like us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM!
www.newenglandhomebuildingandremodel.com
(06/05/24 - 52)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 
802-226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday 10am-6pm. 
(08/14/24 - TFN - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(02/21/24 - 13)

Okemo Valley TV
Ways to Watch Local Programming
On TV: Comcast 1076 & 1086 | VTel 166 & 167
Online: Go to okemovalley.tv/watch to watch Live TV 
 or on video on demand
You Tube: okemovalleytv
Streaming App: Download Okemo Valley TV app for free 
 (Apple TV, Roku, Fire TV, Google Play, & mobile)
(01/03/24 - TFN - 13)
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802-228-3600  |  ads@vermontjournal.com

www.vermontjournal.com

Provided as a community service by this civic minded publication
in conjunction with the Association of Community Publishers

and Community Papers of Michigan

To learn more about Paws With A Cause and to find out 
how you help, just download this app and watch the 
story come to life!

GET ZAPPAR
ZAP THE CODE

TO DONATE

BROOKVIEW APARTMENTS
Bugbee Street, White River Junction, VT

Accepting Applications for
2 Bedroom Units

Utilities, snow, trash removal included. Laundry 
facility on premises for tenant use only. 

USDA guidelines do apply

Call or Write to:
THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-362-4663   or   802-367-5251
Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES
MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600
NEW TIRES TOO!!

Okemo Valley's Leading Real
Estate Source for Over 60 Years

Full Service Real Estate Sales 
and Seasonal Rental Service

info@davisandcompany.com
www.okemorealestate.com

802-228-8811

Full Service Real Estate Sales
and Seasonal Rental Service

info@davisandcompany.com

www.okemorealestate.com

802-228-8811

We provide knowledge and market awareness to 
guide you to buy and sell with confidence

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
Money, Vintage Sports-Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at AN-
TIQUE CENTERS in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

GUNS 
WANTED
REGION – Guns wanted. Hand-
guns, rifles, or shotguns. Top 
prices paid. Call Ray at 802-775-
2859 or 802-236-7213. 

HELP WANTED
ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – Looking for 

someone to plow my driveway. 
Call 802-770-9432. 

Openings for a MENTAL 
HEALTH CLINICIAN to provide 
psychotherapeutic services, and 
a PSYCHOMETRIC TECHNICIAN 
to administer psychological and 
neuropsychological tests. Twin 
State Psychological Services, PO 
Box 2003, Springfield, VT.  Phone 
802-885-5719. 

H H H H H H

Follow us!
The Vermont Journal

The Shopper
Like us on 
Facebook!

@VermontJournal

MONTPERLIER, Vt. – Fol-
lowing the Friday, Dec. 15, 5 
p.m. deadline, 12 candidates 
qualified to be placed on the 
ballot in Vermont’s March 5 
presidential primary. Six can-
didates for the Democratic bal-
lot, and six for the Republican 
ballot.

  The Democratic Party candi-
dates qualifying for placement 
on the ballot in Vermont are 
Joseph R. Biden Jr., Mark Stew-
art Greenstein, Jason Michael 
Palmer, Dean Phillips, Cenk 
Uygur, and Marianne William-
son.

  The Republican Party candi-
dates qualifying for placement 
on the ballot in Vermont are 
Ryan L. Binkley, Chris Christie, 
Ron DeSantis, Nikki Haley, Vi-
vek Ramaswamy, and Donald J. 

Trump. 
  Vermont law requires any 

candidate seeking to have his 
or her name printed on the bal-
lot of a major party presidential 
primary to file petitions signed 
by no fewer than 1,000 regis-
tered Vermont voters, along 
with a $2,000 filing fee.

  The presidential primary will 
be held on March 5, 2024, the 
same day as Town Meeting Day 
in Vermont. Voters are remind-
ed that by law they must declare 
which ballot, Democratic or 
Republican, they wish to vote 
when voting in the presidential 
primary, and that choice will be 
recorded. Presidential primary 
ballots are not mailed out to 
Vermont voters, but absentee 
ballots are available on request 
at mvp.vermont.gov.

Presidential candidates

280 River Street • Springfield, VT
Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

P&M Auto & Service

2015 Dodge Ram
Diesel
4 Door

Fully Loaded
Cruise Control

4x4

2015 Honda CRV EX-L
AWD
Auto
Heated Seats
Bluetooth

2016 Chevy Equinox LS

2016 Kia Sedona EX

AWD
Cruise Control

Bluetooth
Fully Loaded

7 Passenger
Auto

4 Cylinder
Fully Loaded

Quality Used 
Cars and Trucks
and Auto Services

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit ApprovalBankruptcy • Bad Credit

First Time • Divorce

2017 Kia Sorrento LX
AWD
Auto
Cruise Control
Fully Loaded
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wwbuilding.com Newfane         Wilmington 
(802) 365-4333 (802) 464-3022

Big projects or small improvements,
we’re ready to help!

hello@wwbuilding.com

LocalEst. 
1969

Proud To Be
New to our team
and local to you!

Phil Denu
Text or Call (802)-289-9787

pdenu@wwbuilding.com 

Send us a project question! We have
the knowledge and customer service

you want. We provide the right
solutions and we want to build

relationships within our community. 

Rick Strobl
Income Tax Preparation

Affordable • Experienced • Accurate • Direct Deposit
Now Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Specializing in: “Personal 1040” “Self Employed” 
“Rental Properties” “Small Businesses”

Springfield, VT Claremont, NH
Call for Appointment: 802-299-5121

DERK BEARDMORE
beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

Call Ron Patch at 802-374-0119

• Antiques
• Early Photographs
• Military: Helmets, 
  Flags, Uniforms, 
  Weapons, Daggers 
  and Bayonets

• Antique Clocks & 
  Clock Parts

• Guns
• Coins
• & More!

Buying:

  JUNE 2 – Green Moun-
tain sweeps Division IV 
track titles
MANCHESTER, Vt. – The 

Green Mountain boys and 
girls track and field teams 
hoisted team state champi-
onship hardware, winning 
Division IV state titles on 
Friday in Manchester. Both 
races were close calls. The 
GM boys finished with 92 
points, beating out North-
field by a single point, and 
Craftsbury Academy by two 
points. The Chieftain girls 
won with 112 points with 
second-place Northfield at 
108 points.

  JUNE 2 – Miss Bellows 
Falls Diner to be restored
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

The Miss Bellows Falls 
Diner, a longtime staple in 
downtown Bellows Falls list-
ed on the National Register 
of Historic Places, was also 
awarded a $100,000 “histor-
ic preservation grant” from 
the Preservation Trust of 
Vermont. The grant greatly 
assisted the local nonprofit 
group Rockingham For 
Progress Inc. (RFP) in pur-
chasing the original 1940s-
style Worcester Lunch Car 
Co. diner from the previous 
owner.

  By Joe Milliken, The 
Shopper

  JUNE 9 – Bill Lockwood 
leaves legacy in Bellows 
Falls
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

Bill and Jeanie Lockwood 
would have celebrated their 
44th anniversary on June 9. 
Bill was described recently 
as “the kindest person I’d 
ever met.” With sparkling 
blue eyes, a mischievous 
smile, and a heart of gold, 
Bellows Falls and Rocking-
ham were lucky indeed to 
have known Bill.

  By Betsy Thurston, The 
Shopper

  JUNE 30 – “Buddy Hol-
ly” rocks the Weston Play-
house
WESTON, Vt. – The 

Weston Playhouse was rock-
ing on Friday, June 30, when 
the multi-talented cast of 
“Buddy: The Buddy Holly 
Story” took over the stage 
for more than two hours, 
and brought the audience to 
its feet. It was opening night 
of the toe-tapping, smile-
inducing, 1989 musical pro-
duction, and the crowd was 
ready to have a good time. 
Directed by Meredith Mc-
Donough, choreographed 
by New York City-based 

Felicity Stiverson, and with 
musical direction by Matt 
Cusack, the inaugural per-
formance didn’t appear to 
have a hiccup.

  By Paula Benson, The 
Vermont Journal

  JULY 5 – Chester passes 
controversial camper ban
CHESTER, Vt. – The July 

5 meeting of the Chester Se-
lectboard began with a pub-
lic hearing on amendments 
to the town’s zoning bylaws. 
Among the more contro-
versial topics was the pro-
posed addition of language 
which would ban living in 
“self-contained travel trail-
ers,” or campers, in Ches-
ter. After much discussion, 
the amendment narrowly 
passed.

  By Nick Giberti, The Ver-
mont Journal

  JULY 10 – Flooding af-
fects the region
REGION – Widespread 

flooding across the region 
began overnight Monday 
and continues, with signifi-
cant damage in Andover, 
Cavendish, Chester, Lon-
donderry, Ludlow, Mount 
Holly, and other surround-
ing towns. Many roads have 
washed out or been flooded, 
leading to road closures.

  JULY 12 – Ludlow Select-
board and Trustees hear 
flood updates
LUDLOW, Vt. – By 

Wednesday, July 12, as the 
Ludlow Selectboard and 
Trustees held a special 
meeting to hear updates 
from town manager Bren-
dan McNamara on the 
emergency response, the 
waters had receded, but the 
damage was only beginning 
to be assessed. “The town is 
in a tough spot, and we’re 
reacting to it as best we can,” 
McNamara told those gath-
ered, extending his thanks 
to Ludlow’s emergency 
management personnel. 
“Their response to this as 
a group has been tremen-
dous…we’re not doing this 
without them.”

  By Nick Giberti, The Ver-
mont Journal

  JULY 17 – Cavendish 
hears flood updates, sets 
tax rate
CAVENDISH, Vt. – At the 

July 17 Cavendish Select-
board meeting, town man-
ager Rick Chambers gave an 
update on road conditions, 
reporting that “all town 
roads have sustained a lot of 
flood damage.” Chambers 
did say most roads are now 

passable, except for sections 
of Brook Road and Caven-
dish Gulf Road.

  By Paula Benson, The 
Vermont Journal

  JULY 27 – Residents 
voice concerns at Ludlow 
Electric Board meeting
LUDLOW, Vt. – The meet-

ing of the Ludlow Elec-
tric Light Department’s 
Board of Commissioners 
on Thursday, July 27, was 
standing-room only; the 
small conference room at 9 
Pond Street being just large 
enough to hold the num-
ber of concerned ratepayers 
who had turned up to voice 
their concerns. Ludlow’s 
electric rates are notably 
inexpensive, particularly 
by comparison to Green 
Mountain Power (GMP), 
which serves a number of 
the surrounding communi-
ties.

  By Nick Giberti, The Ver-
mont Journal

  AUG. 4 – “Singin’ in the 
Rain” to close out short-
ened Weston Theater 
Company season
WESTON, Vt. – Execu-

tive artistic director of the 
Weston Playhouse Susanna 
Gellert, also the show’s di-
rector, welcomed the audi-
ence to the Walker Farm 
Theater on Friday, Aug. 4, 
for opening night of the 
musical “Singin’ in the 
Rain.” Gellert emphatically 
thanked the cast and crew, 
and everyone who pitched 
in to make sure the show 
would go on.

  By Paula Benson, The 
Vermont Journal

  AUG. 6 – Rockingham 
Old Home Days a success
ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – 

The 2023 Rockingham Old 
Home Days weekend, Fri-
day, Aug. 4 – Sunday, Aug. 6, 
was a success, even though 
thunder storm warnings on 
Friday canceled the recre-
ation department’s carnival. 
The First Baptist Church 
supper and showing of Op-
penheimer at the Bellows 
Falls Opera House were 
both well attended, and 
families were out looking 
for Waldo.

  By Betsy Thurston, The 
Shopper

  AUG. 20 – Volunteers 
clean up flood-damaged 
lakes
LUDLOW, Vt. – At least 40 

volunteers came out to Lake 
Rescue equipped with work 
gloves, kayaks, small motor-
boats, and pickup trucks on 
Sunday, to clean up debris 
left behind after the historic 
July flood dumped about 
eight inches of rain upon 
the Ludlow lakes region. 
The Lake Rescue Clean-Up 
Day was the second of two 
such endeavors; the Lake 
Rescue Association (LRA) 
had organized a similar 
Lake Clean-Up Day the pre-
vious weekend on Lake Pau-
line, just south of the Lake 
Rescue dam, in cooperation 
with the Black River Action 
Team (BRAT).

  Written by Lisa Hamm-
Greenawalt

  AUG. 27 – 2023 Best of 
Vermont Summer Festival 
a success
LUDLOW, Vt. – For the 

third consecutive year, 
the Best of Vermont Sum-
mer Festival, hosted by the 
Okemo Valley Chamber of 
Commerce, was held at the 
Okemo Field in Ludlow, 

over the weekend of Aug. 
26-27. Over 100 vendors 
were set up across the field. 
Food from the Hangry Hog, 
Mach’s Mobile Wood Fired 
Pizza, Smokin’ Bowls, and 
more, a display of antique 
tractors, demonstrations, 
activities for children, and 
a bandstand featuring live 
music throughout the day, 
gave visitors a lot to be ex-
cited about.

  By Paula Benson, The 
Vermont Journal

  AUG. 31 – Down to the 
Roots to open in Chester
CHESTER, Vt. – On 

Thursday night, Aug. 31, 
new business partners 
Andi Goldman, Meredith 
Milliken, and Scott Blair 
welcomed a large, R.S.V.P.-
only crowd to celebrate the 
licensing of their new can-
nabis retail store, Down 
to the Roots, in Chester. 
Guests included several of 
Down to the Roots’ staff 
of budtenders, some area 
farmers who will supply the 
product, other local busi-
ness proprietors, and the 
property owner, Mark Wil-
liams.

  By Paula Benson, The 
Vermont Journal

  SEPT. 6 – Chester enacts 
six-month STR morato-
rium
CHESTER, Vt. – When 

Selectboard Chair Arne 
Jonynas made a motion 
to enact a moratorium on 
new STRs in Chester effec-
tive immediately, discussion 
ensued, led by board mem-
bers Peter Hudkins and 
Arianna Knapp, in support 
of the moratorium, but tak-
ing issue with the effective 
date. The resolution was 
amended to change the ef-
fective date to Oct. 1, and 
passed with the consent of 
all members present.

  By Nick Giberti, The Ver-
mont Journal

  SEPT 23. – The last Au-
tumn Round Up
LUDLOW, Vt. – Saturday 

and Sunday, Sept. 23-24, 
were the last chance to visit 
the Barker Farm in the lush 
hills of Ludlow to experi-
ence the Autumn Round 
Up and Antique Engine 
and Machinery Show. An 
“old home days” style event 
hosted by proprietor Dan 
Moore, the weekend fea-
tures more than just old 
tractors, with fresh-pressed 
apple cider, hand-crafted 
ice cream, 50-60 homemade 
pies made from scratch by 
Moore’s 80-year-old mother, 
and Moore’s vast collection 
of rare, vintage machinery 
and vehicles.

  By Paula Benson, The 
Vermont Journal

  SEPT 23. – Fairy House 
Festival celebrates the 
magic of nature
GRAFTON, Vt. – The 

Fairy House Festival marked 
its 15th year of celebrat-
ing the magic of Vermont’s 
fall season, in the fields and 
woods behind The Nature 
Museum on Townshend 
Road. This year’s event was 
held on Saturday and Sun-
day, Sept. 23 and 24. The 
gloomy skies did not damp-
er the festivities, as visitors, 
some in costumes or fairy 
wings, walked along the 
Fairy House Trail to marvel 
at the details of each minia-
ture creation.

  By Paula Benson, The 
Shopper

  OCT. 4 – Ludlow back 
on track and open for busi-
ness
LUDLOW, Vt. –  “The town 

is ready with open arms,” 
says Ludlow town manager 
Brendan McNamara, ex-
pressing optimism for the 
months ahead. In the wake 
of the flooding, McNamara 
explained, many businesses 
in Ludlow suffered a double 
blow, being affected not 
only by the physical reper-
cussions of flood damage, 
but losing out on summer 
business as well. However, 
despite the relatively short 
time that has passed, McNa-
mara describes the situation 
in Ludlow as “all systems 
go.”

  By Nick Giberti, The Ver-
mont Journal

  OCT. 10 – Depot Street 
Bridge project delayed an-
other year
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

The proposed new Depot 
Street Bridge project, which 
was originally agreed upon 
in 2019 to back the Vermont 
Agency of Transportation 
in reconstructing the dete-
riorating bridge in Bellows 
Falls, has now been pushed 
back another year, and will 
start preliminary site work 
in the spring of 2026. 

  By Joe Milliken, The 
Shopper

  NOV. 1 – Contaminated 
soil an issue for potential 
community garden
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

The potential site for a com-
munity garden at 66 Atkin-
son Street in Bellows Falls 
has been found to contain 
traces of lead and hydrocar-
bons, with additional envi-
ronmental testing needed 
to be conducted. The now-
empty lot at 66 Atkinson 
Street is the former loca-
tion of the Meeting Waters 
YMCA building, which was 
leveled during the winter of 
2021 due to its dilapidated 
condition. Prior to housing 
the YMCA, the building was 
once a Methodist church, 
and one of the oldest 
churches in Bellows Falls. 

  By Joe Milliken, the Shop-
per

  NOV. 6 – Ludlow denies 
two FEMA buyouts
LUDLOW, Vt. – Discus-

sion was focused on pro-
posed FEMA buyouts for 
four properties in Ludlow. 
The owners of the proper-
ties had initiated a process 
by which FEMA would es-
sentially give the town funds 
to purchase the properties, 
though the purchases come 
with significant restrictions 
on how the properties may 
be used going forward.Ulti-
mately, the requests for the 
former Mojo and Mr. Dar-
cy’s were denied, wile the 
requests for 21 Route 103 
(formerly Subway) and 91 
Route 103 (formerly Sam’s 
Steakhouse) were approved.

  By Nick Giberti, The Ver-
mont Journal

  NOV. 15 – Tired but 
grateful
LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 

In Londonderry, two long-
standing establishments 
took a hit, and are just now, 
five months later, getting 
back on their feet. Beverly 
Jelley, owner of Jelley’s Deli, 
a fixture on Main Street 
since 1990, said this is the 
third flood event she’s ex-
perienced as a Vermonter, 
and second time she’s had to 
put her store back together. 
“And the last,” Jelley added 
with a laugh.

  By Paula Benson, The 
Vermont Journal

  NOV. 30 – Family and 
community are top prior-
ity for Singleton’s

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – 
With the determination and 
spirit of true Vermonters, 
Alison and Dan Singleton 
returned to their store the 
morning after July’s flood, 
and got right to work. Soon, 
they were making bacon, 
egg, and cheese sandwiches 
in the parking lot, feeding 
everyone who showed up. 
Alison put out free store 
merchandise which could 
no longer be sold, but with a 
wash or two could be worn.

  By Paula Benson, The 
Vermont Journal

  DEC 6. – Rescued 
stained-glass window has 
new owner
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

A very large and elabo-
rate stained-glass window, 
known as “The Parable 
of the Sower,” which was 
rescued from the old and 
now demolished Method-
ist meeting house two years 
ago, is now being moved 
from its current location 
at the Bellows Falls train 
station. Two years ago, the 
window, which is 14 feet 
tall and 8 feet wide, was re-
moved from the building 
at 66 Atkinson Street and 
stored at the local train sta-
tion facility. 

  By Joe Milliken, The 
Shopper

  DEC. 12 – Talented inn-
keepers revamp Echo Lake 
Inn
LUDLOW, Vt. –  This past 

July, when the sentiment 
was bleak after the floods 
in Ludlow, the owner of the 
Echo Lake Inn Tom Gianola 
and his faithful innkeepers 
Rachel LeClair and Jaclyn 
Olmstead went to work to 
immediately restore the 
inn, so that countless brides 
could enjoy their weddings 
that had been booked prior 
to the flood.

  By Danielle Goodwin, 
The Vermont Journal

  DEC. 14 – Major Ludlow 
business owner facing fed-
eral bribery charges
LUDLOW, Vt. – A major 

business owner in Ludlow 
was indicted on federal 
bribery charges on Thurs-
day, Dec. 14, according to 
an announcement by Unit-
ed States Attorney for the 
Southern District of New 
York Damian Williams. 
Troy Caruso, who owns 
multiple Ludlow businesses, 
is charged with one count of 
conspiracy to commit hon-
est services wire fraud, and 
one count of honest services 
wire fraud. Each charge car-
ries a maximum sentence of 
20 years in prison.

  By Nick Giberti, The Ver-
mont Journal

  DEC. 17 – By the skin of 
their teeth
REGION – Sunday night, 

Dec. 17, and Monday, Dec. 
18, brought an unwelcome 
sense of déjà vu to the Town 
of Londonderry, and many 
other southern Vermont vil-
lages, when the area was hit 
with another deluge of rain, 
bringing with it all too vivid 
memories of the July floods.

  By Paula Benson, The 
Vermont Journal

  DEC. 18 – Shaw’s reopen-
ing timeline still unclear
LUDLOW, Vt. – At the 

meeting of the Ludlow De-
velopment Review Board on 
Monday, Dec. 18, the board 
heard updates regarding the 
rebuilding of Shaw’s Super-
market in Ludlow, which 
still has an unclear timeline 
for their reopening. 

  By Nick Giberti, The Ver-
mont Journal

  DEC. 19 – Lononderry 
adopts STR ordinance
LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 

The selectboard made a 
few final, minor changes 
to their short-term rental 
(STR) ordinance language 
at the Dec. 19 meeting; one 
of eight times they have 
made adjustments to the 
document. Board member 
Melissa Brown stated she 
had discussed the potential 
language for the zoning re-
quirements with planning 
commission board mem-
bers, and “they made a mo-
tion to support us and work 
together.” The selectboard 
passed the STR ordinance 
unanimously. 

By Shawntae Webb, The 
Vermont Journal
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