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BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Longtime local resident Paul 
Kane, who was born in Bel-
lows Falls in 1952 and grew 
up in North Walpole, N.H., 
(also Palatka, Fla.), recently 
passed away peacefully at his 
home in Newfane, Vt.
  After graduating from 

high school, Paul attended 
Northeastern University in 
Boston; and New England 
College in both Henniker, 
N.H., and Arundel, Sussex, 
England, where he majored 
in psychology and sociol-
ogy. Upon graduating from 
college and after returning 
to the states, Paul launched 
a successful career in social 
services with the Depart-
ment of Social Services in 
South Carolina.
  In the late 1970s, Paul then 

decided to tackle a master’s 
degree, attending the Grad-
uate School of Social Work 
at New York University, and 
then Georgia State Universi-
ty in Atlanta, while continu-
ing his career in social work, 
counseling, and corrections.
  After returning to Ver-

mont and marrying Marie 
(Madore) Stowell, who pre-
ceded him in death, Paul 
launched his own business 
by opening PK’s Irish Pub in 
1988, located on Westmin-
ster Street in Bellows Falls. 
After over 30 years of grow-
ing the business into one of 
the more successful estab-
lishments on The Square, he 
decided to sell the popular 
bar and eatery to another lo-
cal entrepreneur, Brian Joy. 
  “There was a gentleman 

outside of Vermont that was 
also interested in the space, 
but it would no longer be 
PK’s, and Paul really wanted 
to find someone that would 
keep it the tradition that it 
had become,” Joy stated in a 
recent interview. “I think it’s 
really cool that he passed up 
a far more lucrative deal in 
order to keep the pub owned 
locally and have someone 
with local roots take it into 
the future.
  “It’s really an honor. I 

loved this place when it first 
opened, and used to visit my 
uncle when he worked there 
in the late 80s and early 90s. 
So many people I know 
have always called PK’s their 
hometown pub, their home 
away from home. To be able 
to tell Paul that it will always 
be PK’s really meant a lot to 
me...and it means even more 
now.
“Paul was always this ‘larg-

er than life’ persona to me. 

He was someone that ev-
eryone knew and every-
one liked, but it was the 
behind the scenes stuff – 
that I got a little window 
into the past few years – 
learning about 35 years 
at PK’s and the stories 
Paul left behind that really 
made me respect what he 
built. He was always will-
ing to help – donating to 
every school and commu-
nity fundraiser that came 
through the door – and 
never asking for credit. 
He will be dearly missed 
by so many.”
  This writer remembers 

Paul as a loyal friend, 
quick to reach out when 
you needed a sympathetic 
ear, advice, or a helping 
hand. He was always in-
terested in my writing 
endeavors and how my 
family was doing. Mr. PK 
will always be missed and 
fondly remembered.

Paul Kane: local 
business owner, 
philanthropist, friend

Paul Kane, former owner of PK’s in Bellows Falls, who 
recently passed away.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY BRIAN JOY

BY PAULA BENSON
The Shopper

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – 
At the Tuesday, Nov. 
21 Rockingham Select-
board meeting, board 
members Rick Cowan 
and Bonnie North 
handed out copies of the 
survey they created to 
poll Rockingham voters 
on town meeting atten-
dance.
  North mentioned that 

there had been a delay 
in mailing out postcards 
due to them having in-
complete addresses for 
some registered voters. 
North and Cowan said 
they were working with 
the town office to locate 
the missing informa-

tion. Once the postcards 
are printed and mailed, 
North said, there would be 
paper copies distributed at 
the library, senior center, 
and town hall. The survey 
will also be posted on the 
town website and social 
media sites.
  Everyone agreed the low 

voter turnout had been 
getting worse over the 
past few years, and per-
haps was a fallout of the 
pandemic. North called 
it a “dangerous situation” 
and remarked, “my hope is 
that, regardless of what the 
survey responses tell us, it 
will raise awareness among 
our voters that we need to 
do something. If you really 
want [things] to change, 
you’ve got to come to the 

with the union for all em-
ployees that work at least 
19 hours per week.
  With town budget sea-

son well underway, the 
board also heard from Deb 
Wright, Rockingham So-
cial Service Review Com-
mittee chair, who reviewed 
their fiscal year 2024 bud-
get, and presented the 
committee’s recommenda-
tions for the board to con-
sider.
  Pickup reported on the 

town’s major capital proj-
ects and debt schedule, 
detailing some concerns 
such as upcoming loan 
payments, skyrocketing 
costs to purchase vehicles, 
equipment, and materials, 
and high interest rates for 
current loans. 
  He asked for the board’s 

help in finding ways to off-
set expenses for the bridge 
repair projects and the 
completion of the myriad 
ongoing construction proj-
ects underway. He told the 
board they “will need to 
take some serious looks” 
at how to accommodate 
requests and continue to 
maintain public safety ser-
vices. 
  “It is important to be 

able to present the public 
with the bigger picture,” 
Pickup urged, “so hard de-
cisions can be made [with 
regards to future disburse-
ments coming in 2025].” 
On a positive note, Pickup 
shared that the town could 
expect to see “significant 
relief ” in 2026.
  “There is some good 

news in these numbers,” 
Pickup stated. “It’s not all 
doom and gloom.”
  Pickup pointed out that 

because Vermont is such a 
small state, the state repre-
sentatives are fairly acces-
sible, and will work with 
the town to help find solu-
tions to budget shortfalls. 
  The selectboard will 

meet next on Tuesday, Dec. 
5. 
  Agendas and minutes 

for the selectboard meet-
ings are available to view at 
www.rockinghamvt.org.

Rockingham 
Selectboard reviews 
budget items

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Rotary Club held 
a very successful “Stuff-a-
Truck” event on Nov. 18, 
in the Springfield Plaza, to 
benefit the Springfield Fam-
ily Center. The event raised 
1,140 pounds of food, and 
another 50 pounds of non-
food personal care items. In 
addition, donors provided 
$500 in cash, which the Fam-
ily Center will use to purchase 
items through the Vermont 
Food Bank.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Springfield Rotary Stuff-a-
Truck 
successful

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Family Center 
(SFC) is excited to announce 
that, after an exhaustive 
search, we have found our 
new home. As we work to 
complete renovations, in the 
new year we will be moving 
to Shaw’s Plaza (formerly 
Precision Pools storefront). 
Our official opening an-
nouncement will be made 
once renovations are com-
pleted.
  Since 1971, SFC has been 

able to connect individuals 
and families to charitable 
food resources with the 
gracious help of our com-
munity. We would like to 
extend our sincerest grati-
tude to the community for 
supporting our mission to 
ensure every individual has 
the food they need to thrive. 
  Food insecurity must be 

treated as the urgent crisis 
it is. One in thee Springfield 
residents struggle with food 
insecurity. 52% of Vermont 
households report having to 
choose between purchasing 
food or paying their bills. 
  Springfield Family Cen-

ter’s food shelf and hot meal 
programs provide suste-
nance and nutrition to those 
who would otherwise go 
hungry. Over the past fiscal 
year, the Springfield Family 
Center distributed 44,368 
meals, 10,261 pounds of 
fresh produce, 7,051 loaves 
of bread, and 33,160 pounds 
of shelf stable food through 
680 visits to the food shelf 
serving 1,263 people cumu-
latively. We also distributed 
102 holiday themed boxes 
feeding over 300 people. 
  The Springfield Family 

Center is more than a food 
pantry. It is a vital and im-
perative part of our com-
munities. SFC launched and 
stocked a small food pantry 
at Springfield Elementary 
School to remove stigma 
and reduce barriers to chil-
dren receiving needed nu-
trition. This school pantry 
was accessed by 38 house-
holds over the course of the 
2022-2023 school year. 
  SFC provides food boxes 

to both our community 
mental health organization, 
as well as our local housing 

programs. Over the course 
of the last fiscal year, SFC 
averaged 100 food boxes 
monthly to these constitu-
ents.
  Springfield Family Center 

is collaborating with North 
Star Health through their 
lifestyle medicine program 
to introduce food as medi-
cine for people living with 
chronic health issues. SFC 
provides food directly to 
medical care offices through 
North Star Health. This em-
powers physicians within 
this program to prescribe 
and distribute medically 
tailored meal kits directly at 
appointments.
  During the Covid pan-

demic, SFC partnered with 
SEVCA and Chester Help-
ing Hands to feed thousands 
of community members 
facing adversity utilizing 
local restaurants and Ver-
mont food producers. Over 
the course of three years, 
this partnership brought 
nearly $3 million into our 
local economy to support 
restaurants, with 10% of this 
funding going directly to lo-

Exciting announcement from the 
Springfield Family Center

cal farmers and food pro-
ducers. 
  In collaboration with 

Senior Solutions and 
Chester Helping Hands, 
SFC helped to recruit JC’s 
Market and Deli to pre-
pare healthy meals that 
are delivered weekly to 
100 Meals on Wheels re-
cipients in the Springfield 
community. 
  Through a grant from 

the Vermont foodbank, 
SFC purchases beef, pork, 
and eggs through lo-
cal farmers for the food 
shelf and community 
meal programs. Small 
local businesses provid-
ing fresh meals to these 
programs foster a sense of 
community and stimulate 
our local economy.
  We extend our deep-

est gratitude to our entire 
Springfield community 
for believing in our mis-
sion and for helping to 
support our vision in 
offering expanded pro-
grams and services. To-
gether we truly can and 
do make a difference.

next town meeting and 
vote.”
  Scott Pickup, town 

manager, announced 
the town was no longer 
collecting leaves, and 
asked that residents take 
any remaining yard ma-
terials to the recycling 
center. Pickup also re-
minded everyone that 
the annual Bellows Falls 
Festival of Lights was 
coming up on Dec. 9.
  Library director Ian 

Graham presented the 
board with the latest 
draft of the library’s 
operating budget, and 
outlined some of the is-
sues they were currently 
facing. 
  Despite dealing with 

rising operating costs 
and moderate profits 
from book sales, Gra-
ham said the library was 
still moving forward 
with new programs and 
making more resources 
available to the com-
munity. He mentioned 
that they were proceed-
ing with a grant applica-
tion that had been de-
layed due to the floods, 
and felt confident they 
would be awarded the 
funds.
  Graham told the 

board they’d signed a 
three-year agreement 
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AQUA AID  
SYSTEMS

SOLVING HARD WATER, IRON, BLUE STAINING, RADON, AND ARSENIC 
PROBLEMS IN THE CENTRAL VT AND NH AREA SINCE 1984

800-252-8484 • AQUAAIDSYSTEMS.COM

Service Pumps & Tanks
Water Conditioning

Free on-site Water Analysis  
& Estimate 

Radon & Arsenic Removal
Systems Maintenance

Home Supplies Delivery

LIMITED TIME OFFER

FREE Energy 
Savings Kit

Want an easy way to save on 
energy in your home? 

Get a free kit* full of efficient 
lighting and water-saving 
devices, including:

Sign up today! 

Scan the QR code or visit:

efficiencyvermont.com/kit

• LED bulbs (40 / 60 / 75 watt equivalents)

• Low-flow showerhead

• Kitchen and bathroom faucet aerators

efficiencyvermont.com/kit
(888) 921 5990

*Subject to availability and eligibility. Offer is available to income-eligible 
residents of Windsor County only.

Up to a 
$37 
value

SMOKED MEATS, LUNCHES, CRAFT BEER, ARTISANS CHEESES

802-226-7666  |  356 Main St, Proctorsville, VT

bmw 
painters
      box 6, weston, vt

• commercial 
   & residential

• paperhanging

• drywalls

• aerial truck

• free estimates

Ray Wilcox
802-875-3391

Cell 802-384-1933

• Since 1969 •

Happy

Holidays!

FOR ALL OF YOUR SEPTIC NEEDS

FREE EDUCATIONAL CONSULTATION 
WITH A CANNABIS NURSE

Do you have Medical/Health Questions about 
Cannabis? Register TODAY to meet with a 
Cannabis Nurse the first Monday of each month 
starting Monday, December 4th, 2pm-7pm, 
at Down To The Roots

Meet with Jessilyn Dolan (RN, CMT, CLD):
• Founder, VT Cannabis Nurses Association 
• President, American Nurses Association (VT)
• Learn more about cannabis as an alternative 
medicine option 
• This is a FREE service! Tell Your Family & Friends!

Register for a FREE in-person appointment at 
Down To The Roots
7 Pineview Dr, Chester

No product purchase required
                                                                   
Contact us at 802-374-0095 or 
visit www.downtotherootsvt.com

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

Walpole Valley Tire

H H H H H H

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Garden Club 
will be hosting a Holiday 
Market this year on Friday, 
Dec. 1, and Saturday, Dec. 
2, from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. The 
shop is located in the plaza 
at the old Young’s Propane 
location between Family 
Dollar and Great North-
ern Liquidation. We will be 
selling our holiday arrange-
ments, wreaths and other 
decorations that are hand-
made by our talented club 
members.  These are the 
same items that we usually 
sell at our Festival of Trees, 
which we are unable to host 

this year. There will be 
something for everyone, 
including a table of gen-
tly-used holiday items.  
Shop early as things dis-
appear quickly. Hope to 
see you there.
  The Springfield Gar-

den Club is a volunteer-
based organization, and 
always welcomes new 
members. Anyone inter-
ested in learning more 
can go to our website, 
www.springfieldgarden-
club.org, where informa-
tion about our activities 
and a membership appli-
cation can be found.

Springfield 
Garden Club 
hosts Holiday 
Market

GRAFTON, Vt. – 
Gr am my - nom i nate d 
vocal ensemble Se-
raphic Fire brings their 
a cappella voices to Ver-
mont for a Seraphic Fire 
Christmas concert at the 
Grafton Brick Meeting 
House on Saturday, Dec. 
2, at 7 p.m. The South 
Florida-based choir will 
perform festive carols 
from varied traditions 
alongside newer takes 
on classics from con-
temporary composers. 
The program includes 
“Away in a Manger” by 
William J. Kirkpatrick; 
“Silent Night,” by Franz 
Xaver Gruber; and from 
their new album “Jesus 
Christ the Apple Tree” by 
Elizabeth Poston, among 
a full program includ-
ing selections from their 
just-released album and 
prior Christmas albums 
“Candlelight Carols” and 
“Silent Night,” along with 

the Grammy-nominated 
“A Seraphic Fire Christ-
mas.”
  Seraphic Fire’s associ-

ate conductor James K. 
Bass will lead the en-
semble of 13 singers. Bass 
is also the director of 
choral studies at UCLA 
Herb Alpert School of 
Music, and won the 2020 
Grammy for Best Choral 
Performance for his work 
as choirmaster on the 
Naxos recording of “The 
Passion of Yeshua.”
  This is the only per-

formance of “A Seraphic 
Fire Christmas” outside 
of South Florida, making 
this a special opportunity 
for northerners to hear 
this nationally-recog-
nized choral ensemble. 
Tickets to the Seraphic 
Fire Christmas Concert 
are may be purchased at 
www.seraphicfire.org/
christmas-on-tour, or by 
phone at 305-285-9060.

Seraphic Fire 
to perform in 
Grafton 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
What tech gift might you 
get this holiday season 
that you may need help 
with? The Springfield 
Town Library is ready 
and willing to help you 
use it to its full potential 
on Monday, Dec. 11, at 1 
p.m. The featured small 
group class this month 
focuses on setting up that 
computer that is new to 
you.
  The class will cover the 

initial computer setup, 
adding an administra-
tor and standard user 
account (and why both 
are needed), finding and 
installing added software 
such as web browsers 
and office software, and 

configuring settings. There 
will be an opportunity to 
address additional questions 
you may have.
  While personal computers 

aren’t needed for this class, if 
you have questions or need 
help with a device, feel free 
to bring it along. The class 
is limited to four people, so 
signing up is a must.
  Individual tech help ses-

sions are also available at 
the library two Mondays in 
December, Dec. 4 and Dec. 
18, at 12:30 p.m. and 2:30 
p.m. Please call the library 
at 802-885-3108 or visit the 
library’s website at www.
springfieldtownlibrary.org 
to sign up for either the in-
dividual or small group tech 
help programs.

December 
tech help in 
Springfield

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – On Thursday, Dec. 
7, at 6:30 p.m., come to 
the top floor meeting 
room of the Rockingham 
Free Public Library in 
Bellows Falls to chat with 
your Windham County 
Senators Nader Hashim 

and Wendy Harrison, and 
your Windham-3 (Brook-
line, Rockingham and 
Westminster) Representa-
tives Michelle Bos-Lun and 
Leslie Goldman. 
  This session will provide 

an opportunity for com-
munity members to ask 
questions about issues that 
will be addressed in the 
upcoming legislative ses-
sion, which starts on Jan. 3 
in Montpelier. Legislators 
will also give updates about 
expected legislative priori-
ties and pending bills. The 
Windham-3 representa-
tives and Windham County 
senators are eager to return 
to the State House .
  This meeting at the li-

brary will help your sena-
tors and representatives un-
derstand what is important 
to our Brookline, Rock-
ingham, and Westminster 
constituents and take these 
concerns to Montpelier in 
January.
  Subsequent community 

conversations are planned 
for the third Saturday of 
each month, at 10:30 a.m., 
during the legislative ses-
sion from January-May.
  Come for a conversation 

about current issues, and 
bring your questions.

Meet with 
legislators in 
Rockingham

VISIT US ON

@VermontJournal
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Member FINRA/SIPC
Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

802-228-5774
Member FINRA/SIPC

Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Getting a second opinion on your 
financial future may:

• Lower your investment fees
• Improve your performance
• Help you understand your investments and risk
• Make sure you don’t outlive your money

Call us today to set up a no risk private consultation.
Isn’t your peace of mind worth the time?

BLACK RIVER GOOD 
NEIGHBOR SERVICES
37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149
Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     
www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         
Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

DERK BEARDMORE
beardmorepainting802@gmail.com

CHAVES
EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITEWORK
• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

FRIDAY NIGHT 
DINNER

5:30 PM TO 7:00 PM

December 1, 2023

BAKED HADDOCK
Rice Pilaf, Vegetable, 
Salad, Roll & Butter

$15.00/person
Reservations until 6:00 PM

Hosted by the  
American Legion

Cmdr. Pete Squires 
PR Smokey Aumand

American Legion 
Post #37
42 Rockingham St.
Bellows Falls, VT
802-463-9700

Friday Dec. 8th   6–8pm 

Ladies Night 
20% Off
All  In  stock

Merchandise*

* See store for list of excluded Items. 

Friday Dec. 15th   6–8pm 
Men’s Night 

20% Off
All  In  stock

Merchandise*
* See store for list of excluded Items. 

Open to all Boys & Girls, ages 8-13 by April 1, 2024.
Contest for the Bellows Falls Union area through 
the Fall Mountain region. Shooting 25 Free Throws, 
trophies handed out for the 1st place finishers of 
each age/gender division. Event 1st place shooters 
move to the District level, Sun. Jan. 7, 2024 at 10 am, 
at Windsor, Vt.

Sat., Dec. 2, 2023, 10:00 am - Noon
Bellows Falls Middle School, 15 School St.

Doors Open (aprox.) 9:45 am for registration
Event Starts at 10 am (youngest division first)

Sponsored by Bellows Falls, Vt., Elks Lodge #1619
Chairman Smokey Aumand

HOOP SHOOT
Elks Basketball Free Throw Contest

BY RON PATCH
802-374-0119

ronpatch27@gmail.com

  The photo with 
this article is a 1909 
postcard. Not only 
is it a great pho-
tograph, it reveals 
some interesting 
history. 

  The team
  The young oxen 

are in a small ox 
yoke, drawing a 
small wagon of 
some sort. You’ll 
notice the oxen are 
not matched when it 
comes to size. There 
is, written in white 
letters at the bottom, 
“Sept. 7 1909 Dick. Dan. 
Clyde Clark.” Charles 
Wellman was the pho-
tographer, and wrote this 
title in white ink directly 
on the glass negative. 
This way each postcard 
printed had this infor-
mation.
  Dick is the larger ox 

at left, Dan the smaller 
at right. A young Clyde 
Clark stands at right. 
I love the way he is 
dressed, including his 
cap. The photo was taken 
in 1909 Popple Dungeon 
at Frank Clark’s house. 
Today this is where Ruth 
Zezza lives.
  If you look close, you 

can see in Clyde’s right 
hand a switch. The switch 
wasn’t used to whip the 
oxen. With repeated 
commands and touching 
the ox with the switch in 
different places, the ox 
learned what to do. This 
is what makes a teamster. 
Clyde’s father Frank was 
such a teamster.
  In the old days, young 

boys and girls were 
taught by their parents 
a trade or skill. Parents 
prepared their kids for 
the world. In this photo, 
Clyde is 9 years old. Al-
ready he has a team of 
oxen earning money. Can 
you imagine a 9-year-old 
today driving a truck or 
making money?

  Cattails
  Clyde’s load is cattails. 

You can see the handle 
of a pitchfork stick-
ing up. Cattails grow in 

wet, swampy areas. Clyde 
has gathered cattails to 
sell. There was undoubt-
edly a business in town 
that bought cattails, and 
shipped them via the rail-
road to points south. 
  As far back as the 1700s, 

cattails were used for rush 
seats in chairs. This con-
tinued into the early 1920s. 
Many will know of chairs 
with cane or splint seats. 
Clyde might have walked 
beside his oxen to Chester. 
On the return trip he would 
have ridden back. There 
may have been other uses 
for cattails that I am un-
aware of.
  My father caned chair 

seats. He put rush seats in 
six Hitchcock chairs we 
had. By this time cattails 
were no longer used. Dad 
used rush made of twisted 
paper.
  Clyde was a lister for the 

Town of Chester for years. 
He was a plumber by pro-
fession. His shop and home 
were on Elm Street on the 
town hall end.
  In the photo I used last 

week was a load of firewood 
in front of the Donnis place. 
The driver was unidenti-
fied. Jon Clark has the same 
postcard. On Jon’s card the 
driver is identified as Frank 

Clark. That was a Wellman 
photo, as is the photo with 
this article. Wellman also 
photographed the annual 
Old Home Days in Popple 
Dungeon.

  The message
The message on the ad-

dress side: “Dear cousin 
Lora. I am sorry you did 
not come over this year. We 
are going to Aunt Mary’s for 
Christmas. Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New year. 
From Clyde Clark.” Jon 
Clark tells me Mary was 
Mary Clark Warner.
  It was mailed from Ches-

ter on Dec. 23, 1909, to 
“Mrs. Lora Frail, Sunapee, 
N.H.” Jon did not know 
who Lora was.
  In an old Carpenter Store 

News I read where Clyde 
was building his fifth house 
in Chester.

  Instead of an old saying, 
I offer a short story. I was 
at a Dick Withington auc-
tion in Hillsboro, N.H., 
many years ago. He was 
selling an antique chair 
with a partial rush seat. 
By partial I mean it had 
a large hole in the center. 
Dick said, “This fine Chip-
pendale chair has a rush 
seat. Sit in it and you’ll 
rush right through it.”

The old days

Clyde Clark with Dick and Dan.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Gal-
lery at the VAULT is ever so 
happy to welcome the amaz-
ing children’s book author 
Brenda “Grannie” Snow to 
the gallery. Her books are 
delightfully written, with 
wonderful illustrations by 
Matthew Gauvin. 
  Grannie Snow had al-

ways dreamed of being an 
author, and then the magic 
of grandchildren took hold. 
Huddled in her oversized 
recliner, surrounded by her 
grandkids intently listening 
to her read was the inspira-

tion she needed to take ac-
tion.
  Bringing The Silas Series 

and The Veggie Series to life 
felt like the perfect reflection 
of the unconditional love 
of grandchildren and pets. 
Grannie Snow holds two as-
sociate’s degrees from Com-
munity College of Vermont, 
attended Northern Vermont 
University through their 
External Degree Program, 
and previously served as the 
director of human resources 
for Turtle Fur. A native of 
Vermont, she lives with her 

two cats Big Ole Striped 
Silas and Miss Opal in 
southern Vermont.
  For more information, 

please call 802-885-7111, 
email galleryvault@ver-
montel.net, visit www.
galleryvault.org or the 
gallery’s Facebook page, 
or come into Gallery 
at the VAULT, 68 Main 
Street in Springfield. The 
gallery is open Wednes-
day, Thursday, and Sat-
urday, from 11 a.m. – 5 
p.m., and Friday, from 11 
a.m. – 7 p.m.

The VAULT welcomes 
Brenda “Grannie” Snow

WESTON, Vt. – Maestro 
of the harmonica since 1969, 
Bob Stannard returns to the 
stage to support Weston 
Theater with a high-energy, 
flood relief fundraising con-
cert on Dec. 9, at 7:30 p.m. 
Notorious for quick licks 
and showmanship, Stannard 
has made music with some 
of the greatest blues play-
ers of all time, including BB 
King, Charlie Musselwhite, 
and John Hammond.
  Joining Stannard and his 

band for an electrifying 
night of blues are musical 
sensations John Fusco on 
keys and vocals, Stephen Ki-
ernan on guitar and vocals, 
and Jon Berman on saxo-
phone. The notorious “Dan-

gerous Bluesmen” reuniting 
at Walker Farm feature Jeff 
Salisbury on drums and vo-
cals, Kenny B on bass, Brad 
Morgan on keys and vocals, 
John Falk on guitar and vo-
cals, and Joe Moore on sax 
and vocals.
  Says Weston’s executive 

artistic director Susanna 
Gellert, “We are honored 
that Bob has come out of re-
tirement to put together this 
concert. Music has always 
brought people together in 
times of need, and the blues 
have always been about re-
silience and rising in the face 
of adversity. We’re so grate-
ful that Bob Stannard, the 
Bluesmen, and their music 
are here to unite our com-

munity and help rebuild 
what’s been lost.”
  All ticket proceeds and 

donations associated with 
this event will be directly 
applied to ongoing 2023 
flood relief efforts. Tick-
ets went on sale Nov. 1, 
so get your dancing shoes 
ready to kick off the win-
ter season with Vermont’s 
premier blues band. Early 
access was made available 
for subscribers and Pro-
ducers Circle members 
on Oct. 24. For tickets and 
more information, visit 
www.westontheater.org/
bob-stannard. Contact 
the box office at 802-824-
5288, or by emailing tick-
ets@westontheater.org.

Bob Stannard in Weston

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts presents Boston-based 
Rasa String Quartet at Next 
Stage on Saturday, Dec. 9, at 
7:30 p.m.
  The Rasa String Quartet 

celebrates the art of strum-
ming and works inspired 
by strummed instruments, 
for string quartet. This pro-
gram pairs old masterworks 
from Beethoven, Debussy, 
and Turina alongside newly 
celebrated classics from Jes-
sie Montgomery and Caro-
line Shaw.
  The program will be 

“String Quartet in G Mi-
nor, II. Assez vif et bien 
rythmé,” by Claude De-
bussy; “Strum,” by Jessie 
Montgomery; “Valencia,” by 
Caroline Shaw; “The Bull-
fighter’s Prayer,” by Joaquín 
Turina; and “String Quartet 
No. 10 in E-flat Major, Op. 
74 ‘Harp’,” by Ludwig van 
Beethoven.
  The Boston-based Rasa 

String Quartet finds their 
niche exploring the musical 
space where classical and 
folk traditions intersect and 
influence one another.
  They are winners of the 

2022 Associazione Europea 
Di Musica E Comunicazi-
one International Cham-
ber Music Competition in 

Italy, the 2021 Music Teach-
ers National Association 
Chamber Music Competi-
tion in Atlanta, the 2020 
Chamber Music Yellow 
Springs Competition in 
Ohio, and were the 2022-
2023 ensemble in residence 
at Phillips Exeter Academy. 
The quartet can be found 
collaborating with the pre-
eminent folk musicians of 
today, performing their own 
programs in venues and fes-
tivals around the country, 
and participating in artistic 
and educational residencies 
at a variety of institutions.
  By exploring the con-

nection between music and 
storytelling at the heart of 
folk traditions, Rasa String 
Quartet delivers engaging 
and accessible programs 
that showcase works from a 
variety of cultures and high-
light unknown composers. 
They seek to educate their 
audiences by contextualiz-

ing the genres, styles, and 
composers they present, 
inviting their listeners to 
approach both familiar 
and unfamiliar sounds 
with an open and curious 
mind.
  Find out more at www.

rasastringquartet.com. 
  Next Stage is located at 

15 Kimball Hill in down-
town Putney, Vt. Tickets 
are discounted in advance 
at www.nextstagearts.org. 
There is also a livestream 
option. Next Stage will 
provide a beer, wine, and 
cocktail cash bar. For 
more information, call 
802-387-0102 or visit the 
website above.

The Rasa String Quartet



At Brattleboro Hearing Center your  
hearing healthcare is our top priority.

Our Doctors of Audiology keep up with the
latest technology and our research-driven

practices provide the best possible outcomes
in the treatment of hearing loss. We’re proud

to offer personalized, patient-centered care.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Brattleboro, VT • 802-254-3922

Swanzey, NH • 603-354-3325
Greenfield, MA • 413-773-5119

www.BrattleboroHearing.com
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Dr. Blake Wullbrandt, DDS

603-357-6385
113 Railroad St.

Keene, NH
www.drwully.com

Always Accepting New Patients!

We work with all insurances, 
including NH, VT, and MA state insurance

Our Pleasure to Serve!

Offering Gentle and Positive Children’s Dentistry
for a Lifetime of Healthy Smiles!

Dr. Henry Hasson
Specializing in Pediatric Neurology & Epilepsy

Diagnoses and Treatment:

Telemedicine
Appts Available via Phone call, Facetime, Zoom

SEIZURES, EEG, ADHD, HEADACHES, 
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Call 718-785-9828
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www.hassonmd.com

Email henry@hassonmd.com
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Need help with VT Health 
Connect or Medicare enrollment?

Valley Health Connections is here to help!
• Review Medicare prescription plans 
• Explore State and Federal programs to help 
with Medicare costs
• Apply for VT Health Connect, sign up for 
the plan that suits you best, and understand 
the financial help that may be available

Medicare open enrollment runs until Dec. 7

VT Health Connect open enrollment runs 
until Jan. 15

Call us today for FREE assistance!

802-885-1616
268 River St, Springfield, VT 05156

Calm Moments
Massage Studio
101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

802.228.7772
www.calmmomentsmassage.com

Open Seven Days a Week
Couples Massages Available

Purchase Gift Certificates & Book Online

gracecottage.org • Townshend, VT • 802-365-7357

Grace Cottage
Wishes You Happy Holidays!

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – 
Santa will make his appear-
ance in Saxtons River when 
the village hosts its second 
annual Yulefest on Sunday, 
Dec. 3.
  The afternoon’s festivities 

begin at 3 p.m., with a free 
concert at the community 
center, 24 Main Street, fea-
turing Brattleboro Union 
High School’s Shoulder 
Narrows a cappella group 
and the Vermont Academy 
chorus. A children’s craft 
fair will also take place there 
beginning at 2:30 p.m.
  The activities then move 

to Main Street Arts, where 
Santa’s Village will host visits 
with the jolly elf himself, sto-
ry time, a model train, kids 

crafts, cookies, and 
cocoa, from 3-6 p.m.
  Local artists and 

artisans will be set 
up offering jewelry, 
candles, relishes and 
jams, bread, jigsaw 
puzzles, personal-
ized ornaments, 
wooden ware, 
gloves, and other items for 
holiday gift shopping, and 
the Grafton Historical Soci-
ety will be selling wreaths. 
  There will be caroling 

around the piano and selec-
tions by the Main Street Arts 
children’s chorus, which will 
accompany Santa to the Sax-
tons River Historical Society 
for the tree lighting at 5 p.m.
  Also, Sarah James’s 

Smokin’ Bowls will 
be set up for family-
friendly supper dish-
es such as mac and 
cheese.
  The event is free of 

charge and open to all.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Save 
the date, mark your calen-
dars, and join us for Spring-
field’s annual Downtown 
Holiday Program on Friday, 
Dec. 1.
  Once again, the Spring-

field Regional Chamber of 
Commerce and Springfield 
On The Move are teaming 
up to bring an evening of 
family fun and cheer to the 
community.
  Festivities will kick off 

with Springfield On The 
Move’s Sticker Map, starting 

at Uplift Acrobatics, 39 Main 
Street, at 4 p.m. Kids also re-
ceive a goodie bag and the 
opportunity to select from 
an assortment of handmade 
mittens donated by Knit 
Wits and Shirley Cooper.
  Avant Vermont Dance will 

be performing the third in-
stallment of the “SEASONS” 
series, “Winter,” in the 
Woodbury Courtyard (in 
front of the movie theater) 
at 5 p.m.
  Starting at 4 p.m., Claflin 

Family Food will be set up 
across from the tree lighting, 
at the entrance to Comtu 
Cascade Park, 5 Main Street, 
selling their yummy food 
until 6:30 p.m.
  The Springfield Commu-

nity Band will bring holiday 
cheer from 5:30-6 p.m.
  And as always, the cham-

ber has invited Santa to come 
to town for our community 
tree lighting ceremony in the 
Springfield Food Co-op lot 
at 6 Main Street. Santa will 
make his grand entrance 
at 6 p.m., and he will be on 
site in his special house un-
til 8 p.m., to visit with all the 
children.
  Thank you to John Landry 

and WCFR Your Hometown 
Classic Hits for coming on 
site and broadcasting the 
event live.
  We look forward to the 

gathering on Dec. 1, and we 
hope you can join us for this 
merry celebration.
  Unable to attend? Drop off 

a letter to Santa in the mail 
slot in Santa’s House, 6 Main 
Street, or visit Santa at his 
house on Saturday, Dec. 16, 
from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Springfield’s Downtown 
Holiday Program

Yulefest returns to 
Saxtons River

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 
The First Congregational 
Church of Westminster 
Women’s Fellowship will 
hold their annual Christmas 
Bazaar on Saturday, Dec. 2, 
from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., at 3470 
Route 5 in Westminster, Vt.
  There will be locally made 

gifts, holiday crafts, home-
made treats, and useful attic 
treasures.
  The Christmas Café will 

be open for lunch, and the 
menu will include chili, 
corn chowder, and hot dogs. 
Also available will be baked 
goods for sale. Pick up 

something for your holiday 
celebrations – many items 
can be frozen.
  From 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., 

Santa will be on hand for 
pictures. Also for the kids, 
there will be a kids craft 
table. Bring your kids and 
grandkids, and we will keep 
them busy while you shop 
or get your lunch ordered.
  Buy a raffle ticket for the 

Vermont Basket loaded 
with Vermont products. 
The ticket will be drawn at 
the end of the day. Or try 
our new chance raffle with 
many beautiful items. 

Westminster 
Christmas Bazaar

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
On Saturday, Dec. 2, the 
Friends of the Rocking-
ham Library will host a 
Community Holiday Party 
from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. The 
public is invited to this free 
event. There will be plenty 
of holiday refreshments 
and live music. Winning 
tickets for the Friends’ 
Holiday Raffle will be 

drawn. All proceeds 
from the raffle will ben-
efit the Friends of the 
Rockingham Library. 
For more information, 
email programming@
rockinghamlibrary.org, 
call 802-463-4270, visit 
the Library at 65 West-
minster Street in Bel-
lows Falls, or go to www.
rockinghamlibrary.org. 

Rockingham 
Holiday Party

Saxtons River Yulefest, Dec. 3.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Funeral & Cremation Services
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www.DavisMemorialChapel.net
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Complete Site Work
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Full Service Care Taking
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Perkinsville, VT 05151
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Fax 802-263-5129
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www.barrsbuilders.com
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802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com
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15 Barker St.
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Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
With great sadness we share 
the passing of Gary Balch, 
at the age of 72, on Nov. 19, 
2023, at Dartmouth Medi-
cal Center, with his fam-
ily by his side. He leaves his 
wife Karen, his daughter 
Christine, son Jason, grand-
daughters Claire and Lucy, 
and his sister Carol (Balch) 
Cole.
  Gary was born Aug. 28, 

1951, in Springfield, to Guy 
and Irene (Booth) Balch. 
Raised in Springfield, he 
graduated from Springfield 
High School in 1969. Gary 
and Karen (Harvey) were 
married in 1971, and re-
cently celebrated 52 years of 
a loving marriage. They wel-
comed daughter Christine 
and son Jason, both bring-
ing immense pride to him. 
Granddaughters Claire and 
Lucy were a joyful blessing 
to him as he shared his wis-
dom, laughter, and love with 
them.
  Gary had a wealth of life 

experiences, making new 
friends wherever he went 
and renewing old acquain-
tances, both in his working 
life and the days of hunt-
ing, fishing, casino visits, 
and trips to Lake George, a 
favorite place for car shows.
  Gary worked at Lovejoy 

Tool Company for many 
years, both in machining 
and maintenance of the 
plant. The former Spring-
field Health and Rehab 
Center was another working 
experience, again making 
new friends and maintain-
ing the facility. Gary was 
an accomplished carpenter. 
He worked for many years 
honing his skills at Vermont 
Homecraft, and proceeded 
to build his own home for 

his family.
  Gary is survived by his 

wife Karen, daughter Chris-
tine Balch, son Jason Balch 
and partner Diana, and 
granddaughters – the joy 
of his life – Claire and Lucy 
Palmer, sister Carol Cole 
and special Aunt Joanne 
Allen, stepsister Patricia 
(Andy) Coutermarsh, step-
brother Robert (Deb) Brick-
ey, and numerous cousins, 
nieces, and nephews.
  He was predeceased by 

his parents Guy and Irene 
Balch; his grandparents 
George and Amy Balch, 
and John and Isabel Booth; 
his beloved brother Charles 
“Chuck” Balch; stepmother 
Lydia Balch; and stepbrother 
Larry Brickey, in addition to 
numerous uncles and aunts.
  Friends are invited to 

gather at Davis Memorial 
Chapel for sharing of mem-
ories on Dec. 2, from 5-7 
p.m. A Celebration of Life 
will be held at a later date, to 
be announced.
  Memorial donations in 

his honor may be made to a 
cause that is special to you.
  Davis Memorial Chapel, 

Springfield, Vt., has been 
entrusted with arrange-
ments.

Gary Balch, 1951-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WINHALL, Vt. – Alex-
andria (aka Sandra, Sandy) 
Bosna of Winhall, Vt., died 
Nov. 21, 2023, at Grace Cot-
tage Hospital in Townshend, 
Vt. She was born in North 
Bergen Township, N.J., on 
July 10, 1939, to Ernest and 
Margaret Bosna.  
  Following high school 

graduation, Sandy enrolled 
at Glassboro State College 
in New Jersey and gradu-
ated with a bachelor’s degree 
in education. Following a 
year or two at public school 
teaching, she joined her par-
ents, who were living in Italy 
at the time, and taught at a 
U.S. military base. While 
there, she enjoyed connect-
ing with her Italian family 
roots.
  On her return to the Unit-

ed States, she joined the staff 
of the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Aging Services and 
continued that career until 
retirement in 2002. 
  Sandra and life partner 

George Rosenthal met in 
1975, and made Winhall 
their second home in 1999. 
Here they spent many years 
making friends, supporting 
the community as volun-

teers, and exploring Ver-
mont until George’s passing 
on March 14, 2018.
  Sandy was also prede-

ceased by her parents. Survi-
vors include her sister Rose 
Marie Cassell; nephews Jef-
frey, Clay, and Thomas Cas-
sell; niece Laura Strueli; and 
several cousins.
  A Mass dedicated to her 

will be held at the Chapel 
of the Snows on Stratton 
Mountain on Dec. 10, at 
12:30 p.m. Burial in Winhall 
and a Celebration of Life 
will be held in spring 2024, 
when family and friends can 
offer remarks. Details will 
be shared in this newspaper.

Alexandria Bosna, 1939-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Ja-
net Gomez, 69, died on 
Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, at 
Vernon Green Homes in 
Vernon, Vt. She was born 
July 8, 1954, in Springfield, 
Vt., the daughter of Joaquin 
and Jennie (Gordon) Go-
mez. She attended schools 
in Springfield, Vt.
  Janet worked in packaging 

at Simon Pearce in Wind-
sor, Vt. She also volunteered 
in the area for many years 
through programs with 
HCRS.
  She lived in Springfield 

and Cavendish, Vt., and in 
Hinsdale, N.H., before mov-
ing to Vernon Green.
  Janet loved cats, dogs, and 

children.
  She is survived by one 

sister Sheila Stanton, two 

brothers Wayne Gomez and 
Bryan Gomez, and many 
nieces, nephews, and cous-
ins.
  She was predeceased by 

her parents Joaquin and 
Jennie, sister Jacqueline Gil-
man, and brother Richard 
Gomez.
  Calling hours were held 

on Tuesday, Nov. 28, at the 
Davis Memorial Chapel in 
Springfield, Vt., from 1-2 
p.m., with funeral service at 
2 p.m. Reverend Malcolm 
Fowler officiated.
  Burial followed in the 

Oakland Cemetery in 
Springfield, Vt.
  Memorial contributions 

may be made to the Spring-
field Humane Society, 401 
Skitchewaug Trail, Spring-
field, VT 05156.

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – 
Anna Margareta Spaulding 
of Proctorsville passed away 
suddenly at Dartmouth 
Hospital on Nov. 24, 2023. 
She was born in Roxheim, 
Germany on Feb. 16, 1936, 
one of 10 children born to 
Franz Joseph and Mariea 
Hildegard Bayer. She was a 
member of the American 
Legion and VFW Auxilia-
ries.
  She worked in various 

factories in Germany until 
she met her husband Allen 
Joseph Spaulding when he 
served in the Army. They 
were married in Germany 
on Dec. 17, 1960. She re-
turned with Allen to live in 
Proctorsville in 1961. There 
they raised their three chil-
dren.
  Anna enjoyed playing bin-

go, bowling, yard sales, fam-
ily events, and Adult Day.
  She is survived by Richard 

and his wife Christine, Pat-
rick, Arlene Spaulding, and 
one sister. She is also sur-
vived by her four grandchil-
dren, and one-great grand-
child. She is predeceased by 
her parents, husband, three 
sisters, five brothers, and one 

grandchild.
  A graveside service will 

be held on Thursday, Nov. 
30, at 2 p.m., at the Hillcrest 
Cemetery in Proctorsville, 
Vt.
  In lieu of flowers, please 

contribute to Alzheimer’s 
Research in her memory.
  Arrangements are under 

the direction of the Davis 
Memorial Chapel, Spring-
field, Vt.

Anna Spaulding, 1936-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Nov. 8, our wonderful fa-
ther and grandfather sur-
rendered his battle with 
Lewy body dementia that 
robbed him of the use of his 
strong body and mind. He 
is at peace now.
  He was born Nov. 21, 

1930, the seventh of 10 
children born to Elisa-
beth (Kruse) and Julius 
Gramling, graduating from 
Woodstock High School in 
1949.
  He joined the Air Force 

in 1950, serving as a ra-
dar operator in Alaska and 
California. In 1954, he left 
the service and married 
Lucille M. Crandall. They 
made a life together that 
lasted nearly 69 years. He 
worked 20 years at Fellows 
Gear Shaper and remod-
eled houses in his spare 
time, including the house 
in Amsden where he and 
Lucille raised their children. 
They owned and operated 
the Amsden General Store 
in the early 1970s, before he 
retired and moved to Pat-
ton, Maine, where he liter-
ally “bought the farm” – a 
dairy farm. They returned 
to Vermont years later, and 
he worked for Savelberg 
Construction while design-
ing and building a home in 
Amsden, later selling it and 
moving to Springfield. He 
was a quiet man – a man of 
few words – but he enjoyed 
a good argument, often tak-
ing the opposite side in a 
conversation just to amuse 
himself. He loved the old 

country songs, teaching 
himself to play the guitar as 
to sing along. He immersed 
himself in any project, espe-
cially those that fed his cre-
ativity and passions.
  Tom is predeceased by his 

wife Lucille; son Thomas 
Gramling Jr.; and eight sib-
lings Eleanor, Eddie, Law-
rence, Gerard, Veronica, 
Eugene, Bernadette, and 
Richard.
  He is survived by his 

daughters Dawn (Robert) 
Crary and Phalia (Verne) 
McMoarn, son Shane (Re-
gina) Gramling, and his 
brother Paul. He is also sur-
vived by 16 grandchildren 
and 26 great-grandchildren.
  A memorial service will 

be held at the Calvary Bap-
tist Church in Springfield, 
Vt., on Dec. 9, at 10 a.m.
  Charitable donations may 

be directed to Calvary Bap-
tist Church or an organiza-
tion of one’s choice.
  Davis Memorial Chapel 

in Springfield is assisting 
the family with the arrange-
ments.

Thomas Gramling Sr., 1930-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

ESSEX JUNCTION, Vt. – 
Florence “Fluff ” Lois Yates 
Storey, 90, formerly of Brat-
tleboro, Vt., and currently 
of Mansfield Place in Essex 
Junction, Vt., died on Nov. 
20, 2023, in Essex Junction, 
Vt., after a lingering illness.
  Fluff was born on July 13, 

1933, in Winthrop, Mass., 
to Margaret (Bordeaux) and 
Donald Earl Yates. She at-
tended elementary school 
in Bellows Falls, Vt., and 
graduated from Bellows 
Falls High School in 1951. 
She graduated from Castle-
ton State Teacher’s College 
in 1955. 
  Fluff married Rodney Lee 

Storey, whom she met at 
Castleton, in her senior year 
of college in 1954. Their 
daughter Sue Carol Storey 
was born in Portsmouth, 
Va., in 1956, where they 
were spending Rodney’s last 
year in the Navy.
  After living in Virginia 

and Williamstown, Vt., 
in the late 50s, Fluff and 
Rod moved to Brattleboro 
in 1960, where they both 
had teaching careers. She 
achieved her master’s de-
gree in teaching from the 
University of Massachu-
setts, and a second master’s 
degree with combined grad-
uate studies from the Uni-
versity of Vermont, Keene 
State, and Norwich Univer-
sity. Fluff taught for 35 of 

her 38 years at the Academy 
School in West Brattleboro, 
retiring in 1995. 
  Fluff ’s daughter Sue, Sue’s 

husband Tom Broido, her 
beloved granddaughters 
Halle Broido and Galen 
Broido, and Galen’s part-
ner Giacomo Zilli survive 
her. She is also survived by 
two brothers Fred Yates and 
Ross Yates. She was prede-
ceased by her husband Rod 
in 1988, and her siblings 
Pauline Yates Brillant and 
Donald Yates. 
  Fluff wanted her lifelong 

friends to know how much 
they meant to her, and how 
much they all enriched her 
life. 
  There will be no visiting 

hours at Fluff ’s request, and 
no formal service. Please 
visit www.awrfh.com to 
read Fluff ’s full obituary 
and share your memories.

Florence Storey, 1933-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Due to illness, William Nelson’s 
memorial service is postponed until further notice.
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calendar LEGAL NOTICES

SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT                                
 SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT 

WE ARE CURRENTLY HIRING 
MUTLIPLE CUSTODIAL POSITIONS

APPLY ON SCHOOLSPRING OR CONTACT 
MARTHA TARBELL, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

802-885-5120    mtarbell@ssdvt.org

TOWN OF ATHENS, VERMONT
Equipment Operator / Truck Driver

The Town of Athens, Vermont is seeking qualified applicants 
for a full-time Equipment Operator / Truck Driver. Job du-
ties include snow plowing, salting and sanding in the winter 
months and general highway maintenance and construction 
work in the other months. The employee must be able to 
perform general labor duties and minor repairs and main-
tenance of highway equipment. The ability to communicate 
in a courteous manner to coworkers and the general public 
is required. Must have a valid Commercial Driver’s License 
(CDL). The Town of Athens is an Equal Employment Op-
portunity employer and offers an excellent benefits package. 
Applications are available at the Athens Town Office at 25 
Brookline Rd., Athens, VT 05143, or can be downloaded at 
www.athensvt.com. Questions can be directed to the Town 
Clerk at townoffice@athensvt.gov or (802) 869-3370.
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. 

NOTICE
Town of Cavendish

Public Hearing
Town Plan Energy Chapter

The Town of Cavendish invites the public to a hearing to 
discuss the draft Energy Chapter to be included in the Cav-
endish Town Plan. A copy of the draft Energy Chapter can 
be found on the Towns website www.cavendishvt.com

Time/Date:  6:00 PM December 11th, 2023

Location:  Cavendish Town Hall
 37 High Street
 Cavendish VT

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81312391910?pwd=WmtnYkRH-
REIwdTQ0aTg4ZE9JZGpTdz09
 Meeting ID: 813 1239 1910
 Passcode: Cavendish

TOWN OF GRAFTON
INVITATION TO BID 

The Town of Grafton, Vermont is accepting bids to recon-
struct the retaining wall at the Village Pump Park in the 
village. Please contact Morgan Wilbur, Town Administrator, 
at (802) 843-2552 or townadmin@graftonvt.org to receive 
the bid instructions and specification sheet. Returned sealed 
bids must be received by the Town Administrator by 3:00 
p.m. on Thursday, December 14, 2023. The Town of Grafton 
reserves the right to accept or reject any and all bids and has 
the right to accept any other than the lowest bid if determined 
to be in the best interest of the town. 

TOWN OF LONDONDERRY VERMONT 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
The Londonderry Development Review Board will meet at 
100 Old School St at 5:30 PM on Wednesday 12/20/2023, to 
hold a public hearing for an application from Mark Wright 
for a subdivision on Haven Hill Rd.
 
 Pursuant to24 V.S.A. Sections 4464(a)(1)(c) and 4471(a), 
participation in the local proceedings is a prerequisite to 
take any subsequent appeal.
 
Application materials and information on how to attend 
remotely are available by emailing the town’s Zoning Admin-
istrator at zoningadmin@londonderryvt.org. 

Town of Rockingham
Final Public Hearing

VCDP Implementation Grant 2019

The Town of Rockingham received $292,745 from the State 
of Vermont for a grant under the Vermont Community De-
velopment Program. A public hearing will be held at 7 The 
Square, Bellows Falls, VT 05101 on 12/19/2023 at 6:00 PM 
to obtain the views of citizens on community development, 
to furnish information concerning the range of community 
development activities that have been undertaken under 
this program, and to give affected citizens the opportuni-
ty to examine a statement of the use of these funds . The 
VCDP Funds received have been used to accomplish the 
following activities:

All National Low and Moderate Income and State Housing 
objectives were met:
The property is fully leased up

The project was 2 months behind schedule. Given challeng-
es with the labor pool, this was good.

Final Construction cost: $7,494,683.37
Final Total Development Cost: $9,998,562.35
Final Cost/unit: $370,317/unit. This was surprising to see, 
although costs are even 50% higher than this now.

Bellows Falls Garage has been nominated for a few design 
and construction awards. We should know more by the end 
of the year, but folks are very optimistic about them.

Information on this project may be obtained from and 
viewed during the hours of 7:00 am-4:30 pm, Mon-Thu at 7 
The Square, Bellows Falls, VT 05101 starting on 11/28/2023. 
Should you require any special accommodations please 
contact Gary Fox at 802-376-5425 to ensure appropriate 
accommodations are made. For the hearing impaired please 
call (TTY) #1-800-253-0191.

Legislative Body for the Town of Rockingham

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

The Town of Springfield Development Review Board will 
hold their public hearings at 6:30 pm, Tuesday, December 
12, 2023, to review the following development proposals: (1) 
Perimeter fence for a property located at 220 Summer Street; 
(2) Home business to grow indoor cannabis located at 355 
Seavers Brook Road; and (3) Home business or mixed use 
proposal to grow indoor and greenhouse cannabis located at 
31 French Meadow Road. Individuals wishing to participate 
in the public hearing may do so in person, via zoom video 
conferencing, or by submitting written comments. Partic-
ipation in this hearing in person, via Zoom video confer-
ence, or in writing is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal. Please contact the Town Planner (802-
376-6102 /toszoning@vermontel.net) for copies of meeting 
agenda and zoning applications.

DEC. 1 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
The First Baptist Church 
in Bellows Falls will hold 
their First Friday Supper on 
Friday, Dec. 1, from 5-6:30 
p.m., at 9 Church Street. 
The menu will be ham, 
potatoes, green beans, 
green salad, dessert, and 
a beverage. Vegan and 
gluten-free options are 
available. If you would like 
a take out meal, please call 
802-463-3220 before 5 
p.m. There is a suggested 
donation, to benefit the 
SEVCA Emergency Fuel 
Fund.

DEC. 1-2
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Garden Club 
invites you to their holiday 
shop on Friday, Dec. 1, 

and Saturday, Dec. 2, 
from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. The 
shop is located in the plaza 
between Family Dollar and 
Great Northern Liquidation. 
There will be fresh holiday 
arrangements, wreaths, 
and other handmade 
decorations for sale. 
Shop early, as items will 
disappear quickly.

DEC. 2 –
ATHENS, Vt. – There 
will be a Kids Christmas 
Bazaar and Cookie Swap 
on Saturday, Dec. 2, from 
1-3 p.m., at the Athens 
Community Center, 28 
Brookline Road in Athens, 
Vt.

GRAFTON, Vt. – Fresh cut 
Vermont Christmas trees 
will be on sale on Saturday, 

Dec. 2, from 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m., at the firehouse, 711 
Route 121, east of Grafton 
Village, to benefit the Fire 
and Rescue Scholarship 
Fund.

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
The annual Christmas 
Bazaar at the Second 
Congregational Church in 
Londonderry, 2051 North 
Main Street, will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 2, from 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m., in the Church 
Friendship Room. There will 
be handmade wreaths to 
purchase, a delicious lunch 
served, a “cookie walk,” 
crafts and gift items to 
purchase, and much, much 
fun to be had. Come join us 
for a wonderful day to get 
into the Christmas spirit. For 
more information, please 
call the church office at 802-
824-6453.

DEC. 3 –
WESTMINSTER, Vt. – The 
Westmoreland Town Band 
will hold a Christmas 
Concert on Sunday, Dec. 
3, at 4 p.m., at the First 
Congregational Church of 

Westminster, 3470 Route 
5 in Westminster, Vt. This 
fabulous Christmas concert 
is a great way to kick off 
your holiday season. After 
the concert, join us for 
refreshments, and visit with 
the musicians.

DEC. 9 –
CHESTER, Vt. – The 
Stone Village Art Guild, 
in cooperation with the 
First Universalist Parish of 
Chester, will hold a Fine Art 
and Craft Fair on Saturday, 
Dec. 9, from 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m., at the First Universalist 
Parish, 211 North Street. 
The Fair will feature fine 
art, including watercolors, 
oil, and pastels by local 
artists. Crafts, sweater style 
mittens that Bernie would 
be proud to wear, fabric 
baskets, jewelry, ornaments, 
and a bake sale will also 
be available. For more 
information, contact Melody 
at 802-875-5414 or email 
melodious54@gmail.com.

GRAFTON, Vt. – Fresh cut 
Vermont Christmas trees 
will be on sale next to the 

Grafton Inn, from 10 a.m. – 
3 p.m., to benefit the Fire 
and Rescue Scholarship 
Fund. Santa will arrive 
accompanied by a fire 
engine, and tours the village 
at 11:30 a.m. on his way to 
the library for story time.

DEC. 11 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The Black 
River Valley Senior Center 
will host a Christmas 
Luncheon with music by 
Rust and Ruin on Monday, 
Dec. 11, at 12 p.m., at 
10 High Street in Ludlow. 
Lunch will be hot roast beef 
sandwiches, string beans, 
and cupcakes. Please make 
reservations by calling 
802-228-7421. All are 
welcome.

SUNDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the first and third Sunday 
of every month downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster 
Street in Bellows Falls, from 
8–10 a.m. All you can eat 
for a minimal cost.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Catamount Composite 
Squadron of the Civil Air 
Patrol meets Sundays, from 
3:30-5:30 p.m., at Hartness 
Airport in Springfield. 
The Civil Air Patrol is the 
auxiliary unit of the U.S. 
Air Force tasked with the 
mission of supporting 
America’s communities 
with emergency response, 
diverse aviation and ground 
services, youth development, 
and more. Cadets as young 
as 12 and senior members 
of any age make up this 
diverse group of volunteers.

MONDAYS –
PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Mondays at 6:15 p.m., join 
Mikayla for a yoga class. 
Contact Lori Wright at 603-
401-8123 or visit www.
dgbodyworks.com for more 
information. Private classes 
are available.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. there 
will be Pub Trivia Night at 
Vermont Beer Makers on 
River Street in Springfield. 
Up to five people per team. 
Free entry.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Free 
Gentle Hatha Yoga classes 
for ages 50 and over are 
held on Mondays from 10-
11 a.m., at the Springfield 
Senior Center, 139 Main 
Street. All equipment is 
provided.

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – The 
Rockingham Library hosts 
a chess club each Monday 

from 3-5:30 p.m., led by 
Mike Sola. All levels of 
players will be welcomed. 

TUESDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Tuesday, from 10-11 
a.m. Classes will be held in 
the First Universalist Parish 
of Chester community room. 
Classes are free and open 
to all. Drop-in class, no 
registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara at 
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Free 
Chair Yoga classes for ages 
50 and over are held on 
Tuesdays from 9-9:45 a.m., 
at the Springfield Senior 
Center, 139 Main Street. All 
equipment is provided.

WEDNESDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Knitting with 
Friends at Six Loose Ladies 
on the Chester Common, 
Wednesdays, from 10 a.m. 
to noon.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Frances Barsky leads 
a weekly creative 
writing workshop at the 
Rockingham Library from 
1–2:30 p.m. Bring a laptop 
or a pen and paper. 

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Knitting Together, every 
Wednesday, 1-3 p.m., at 
Village Square Booksellers, 
knitting hats and mittens for 
our school kids. We provide 
yarn, some direction, 
and an enjoyable visit. 
Acrylic yarn donations 
are always welcome. For 
more information, contact 
Caroline at 802-463-4653.

THURSDAYS –
TYSON, Vt. – The Tyson 
Ladies Aid Library 
Association meets the first 
Thursday of each month, 
typically at the Tyson 
Library. Lunch is served at 
11:30 a.m. and meetings 
start at noon. New potential 
members are always 
welcome. Please call Janine 
Norman at 802-228-8764 
for more information or to 
verify meeting location.

CHESTER, Vt. – Knit Knite 
at Six Loose Ladies on the 
Chester Common Thursdays, 
from 5-8 p.m., and via 
Zoom, from 7-8 p.m.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Free 
Chair Yoga classes for ages 
50 and over are held on 
Thursdays from 9-9:45 
a.m., at the Springfield 
Senior Center, 139 Main 
Street. All equipment is 
provided.

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Support group for parents 
of pregnancy and infant 
loss on the first Thursday of 
the month, from 6-7 p.m., 
at Springfield Area Parent 
Child Center, 6 Main Street 
in North Springfield. For 
details or to register, email 
dominiquer@sapcc-vt.org 
or call 802-886-5242 ext. 
258.

WALPOLE, N.H. – 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting, a 
12-step recovery program 
for women who have a 
desire to stop drinking, is 
happening every Thursday 
at 6 p.m. at the St. John’s 
Episcopal Church at the 
corner of Westminster and 
Elm streets in Walpole, N.H. 
For more information, call 
Viva at 802-732-8330.

FRIDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Fridays from 11 a.m. – 
12 p.m., John Bohannon 
will teach Tai Chi and Qi 
Gong at the Rockingham 
Library in Bellows Falls, Vt. 
No special equipment or 
clothing is required.

SATURDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Zumba 
classes, Saturdays at 9 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. All 
fitness levels welcome. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information. 
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Art Crafts Gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Vermont State Craft Center
Art  Crafts Gifts & Workshops
68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111
OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7

Holiday Open House Dec. 2 11-5
Erik Johansson plays Holiday Music on harp and guitar from 12-
2.  Wine and Ice cider tasting 12-3 by Eden Ciders, Shelburne 
Vineyard, and Iapetus Wines from 12-3. Dianne Yelton- hand-
woven scarves.

Workshops, details/register http://galleryvault.org 
Painting the Winter Landscape in Watercolor w/ Rob O’Brien 
1/13/24
Perspective Drawing Basics w/Chris Mix (Zoom) 2/4/24
Pet Portraits w/ Mindy Fisher 2/24/24
Pine Needle Basket w/ Irene Dizes 3/8/24 & 3/9/24
Wire-wrapped Pendant w/ Thomas Alyxander 4/6/24
Flowers in Texture & Color w/ Julie Crabtree 4/27/24

Current Shows: Wonders of Fall by VAULT Artists,
Open Wall- Autumn Color/Winter White
(01/24/24 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restorations on 
up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our clients can 
expect professionalism, proficiency, customer care, and quality. 
Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.mortensen@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/20/24 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(02/14/24 - 13)

NEW ENGLAND HOME
BUIDING AND REMODEL
802-779-3414 — Located in Weston, VT

Kitchens, Additions, and Remodels.  Finish Carpentry and Cabinet 
Work.  Property Maintenance. Fully Insured, Free Estimates. 

Like us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM!
www.newenglandhomebuildingandremodel.com
(11/20/24 - 52)

Chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 
802-226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday 10am-6pm. 
(08/14/24 - TFN - 52)

Masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(02/21/24 - 13)

Okemo Valley TV
Ways to Watch Local Programming
On TV: Comcast 1076 & 1086 | VTel 166 & 167
Online: Go to okemovalley.tv/watch to watch Live TV 
 or on video on demand
You Tube: okemovalleytv
Streaming App: Download Okemo Valley TV app for free 
 (Apple TV, Roku, Fire TV, Google Play, & mobile)
(01/03/24 - TFN - 13)
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280 River Street • Springfield, VT
Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

P&M Auto & Service

2015 Dodge Ram
Diesel
4 Door

Fully Loaded
Cruise Control

4x4

2015 Honda CRV EX-L
AWD
Auto
Heated Seats
Bluetooth

2016 Honda HRV

2016 Kia Sedona EX

AWD
Cruise Control

Sunroof
Fully Loaded

7 Passenger
Auto

4 Cylinder
Fully Loaded

Quality Used 
Cars and Trucks
and Auto Services

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit ApprovalBankruptcy • Bad Credit

First Time • Divorce

2016 Jeep Patriot Sport
Cruise Control
Power Windows
Auto
4x4

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
Money, Vintage Sports-Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at 
ANTIQUE CENTERS in Chester 
and Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

FOR HIRE
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Snow removal, 
salting, sanding, brush removal, 
tree removal, and various tractor 
needs. Need a trench dug? I’ve 
got a backhoe. 603-443-7009. 

GUNS WANTED
REGION – Guns wanted. Hand-
guns, rifles, or shotguns. Top prices 
paid. Call Ray at 802-775-2859 
or 802-236-7213. 

HELP WANTED
Dental Assistant –  Chester, 
VT – full time or part time. Duties 
include welcoming patients and 
accurately recording dental and 

medical records, chairside as-
sisting during dental procedures, 
taking accurate radiographs as di-
rected, keeping work areas clean 
and well stocked, and performing 
instrument sterilization. Experience 
is preferred but will train the right 
candidate. We offer a competitive 
salary and benefits commensurate 
with experience and fun working 
environment. Therapy dogs on 
site so must be comfortable with 
canine companions. Please send 
cover letter and resume to info@
drchristopherfauver.com. 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR: Nonprofit 
Windsor County social service 
agency seeking full-time As-
sistant Director. Professional, 
self-motivated and knowledgeable 
with excellent communication 
and technical skills. Previous 
experience preferred. Competitive 
salary and benefits. For detailed 
job description submit cover letter 
and resume to: kkellingtonbrgns@
gmail.com.

Openings for a MENTAL 
HEALTH CLINICIAN to provide 
psychotherapeutic services, and 
a PSYCHOMETRIC TECHNICIAN 
to administer psychological and 
neuropsychological tests. Twin 
State Psychological Services, PO 
Box 2003, Springfield, VT.  Phone 
802-885-5719. 
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holiday happenings

Dec. 2

Home Grown HolidaysHome Grown Holidays

WE BUY AND SELL:
Furniture, Home Decor, Collectibles, Rugs, 

Housewares, Appliances, Electronics, Tools, more!

802-885-6464  ~  Like us on Facebook
Springfield Shopping Plaza

In Chester, take Route 11 East 
for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto 
Green Mtn. Turnpike. We’re 
the first house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup
Maple Cream

Member VMSMA

The Perfect Gift! 

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont 
Maple Products
Sugar House Open Daily
802-952-9570

A Seraphic Fire Christmas

December 2, 2023 at 7:00 pm 
Brick Meeting House  |  Grafton, VT

Create holiday memories at this concert by  
one of the world’s leading vocal ensembles!

Tickets: $35
Scan to reserve  
or visit SeraphicFire.org

197 Elm Street  •  Chester, Vermont 05143
802.875.3295

HOURS:
Wednesday - Friday: 10:00 to 4:00 • Saturday: 9:00 to 12:00

Shop Early for the Holidays
20% O� 

All Framed Artworks
O�er Ends  01/13/24

Artworks By American Artists:
• Andrew Wyeth
• Eric Sloane
• Luigi Lucioni

• Frank McCarthy
• Harry Shokler

• Robert Todd
• Gerald Lubeck
• and others!

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Tour 
Santa’s Workshop, where 
each child gets a gift bag to 
fill up with special surprises 
like toys, a book, crafts, and 
treats. Springfield Area Par-
ent Child Center (SAPCC) 
will once again bring the 
magic of the holiday season 
alive for all ages at “Santa’s 
Workshop,” being held at 
their new event hall space 
located at 51 Jack and Jill 
Lane (previously known as 
KJ’s Place) in North Spring-
field, on Saturday, Dec. 9.
  SAPCC will be transform-

ing the space into a wintry 
wonderland where Santa, 
Mrs. Claus, and their elves 
invite you to come explore 
the workshop where the toys 
are made – and then take 
one home. There will be ac-
tivities, giveaways, cookies, 
cocoa, a gift shop, and all 
kinds of fun surprises.
  Santa’s Workshop will be 

open to the general pub-
lic for entry from 10-11:30 
a.m., and again from 2-3:30 

p.m. Santa and his 
helpers will take a 
short lunch break 
from 12:30-1 p.m. 
When they open 
back up at 1 p.m., 
there will be a 
one-hour senso-
ry-sensitive time 
for children who 
prefer less noise, 
lights, and crowds. 
The event will be-
gin to shut down 
at 4 p.m. Please 
plan for around 45 minutes 
to experience Santa’s Work-
shop.
  Tickets will be available 

at the door for children 
ages 2-12. Babies under 2 
are free, and accompanying 
adults pay a small entry fee.
  This event is a fundraiser 

for Springfield Area Parent 
Child Center, where build-
ing bridges of support for 
young children, families, 
and caregivers is prior-
ity. Last year, the organiza-
tion reached over 12,000 

individuals in southern 
Windsor and northern 
Windham counties with 
supports like childcare 
financial assistance, early 
intervention, community 
based child abuse preven-
tion, parent education, 
playgroups, and welcome 
baby bags.
  Santa’s Workshop is 

sponsored by Mascoma 
Bank, Springfield GMC, 
Indelible Inc., and Willow 
Farm Pet Services – all 
have contributed to mak-
ing this event memorable 
and so much fun for all.
  For more information, 

visit www.sapcc-vt.org, 
follow the Springfield 
Area Parent Child Cen-
ter Facebook page, call 
802-886-5242, or email 
sapcc@sapcc-vt.org.

Visit Santa’s Workshop 
in Springfield

Santa and Mrs. Claus will be at the 
SAPCC event hall on Dec. 9.

PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Join Clara on her magi-
cal journey to the King-
dom of the Sweets in the 
Dance Factory’s 32nd 
annual “The Nutcracker,” 
Dec. 9 and 10, at Spring-
field High School in 
Springfield, Vt. 
  This full-length, fam-

ily-friendly production 
is an inclusive show that 
has given hundreds of 
regional dancers an in-
valuable performance 
experience, including 
the opportunity to dance 
soloist roles that most 
schools outsource to 
adult professionals. 
  The Snow Queen and 

Sugar Plum Fairy will be 
alternatingly performed 
by seniors Athena Steele 
of Springfield and Ka-
mron Yuengling of 
Weathersfield. Tori Mc-
Namara of Weathersfield 
debuts as the Nutcracker 
Prince, and Abbie Haber, 
also of Weathersfield, 
will be featured as Clara. 
Ashley Hensel-Browning 
returns as director and 
choreographer, with ad-
ditional choreography by 
Susan Hagan. 
  A true community 

event, the Dance Fac-
tory partners with lo-

cal schools to bring “The 
Nutcracker” to area youth. 
This year, dancers will per-
form selections from act 
II at Elm Hill and Union 
Street in Springfield, and 
Weathersfield School. The 
Dance Factory also un-
derwrites SAPA TV’s re-
cording and broadcast of 
“The Nutcracker,” which 
will be freely available on 
the SAPA TV website. Ad-
ditionally, over $25,000 in 
proceeds from ticket sales 
have gone to area perform-
ing arts organizations, with 
this year’s production bene-
fitting the Springfield High 
School Drama Club.
  Tickets can be pur-

chased at Tina’s Hallmark 
and Woodbury Florist in 

Springfield, and Sage Jew-
elry and Gifts in Chester. 
Online tickets are available 
at dancefactorynutcracker.
eventbrite.com. Limited 
tickets will be available at 
the door.
  Support for “The Nut-

cracker” has been gener-
ously provided by Barrett 
& Valley Associates, Bean 
Group, Bibens Ace Hard-
ware, Denise E. Photogra-
phy, Edward Jones, Getaway 
Mountain Campground, 
Halladay’s Flowers and 
Gifts, HB Energy Solutions, 
Heritage Deli and Bakery, 
Indelible Inc., Smokeshire 
Design, Springfield Co-op, 
Style House Salon, Tina’s 
Hallmark, and Willow 
Farm.

Dance Factory’s 32nd 
annual “Nutcracker” 

The cast of “The Nutcracker” at the Dance Factory.
PHOTO BY DENISE E. PHOTOGRAPHY

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Pride has in-
vited Vermont’s premiere 
drag queens to perform 
in a holiday drag show 
on Friday, Dec. 8, at the 
Moose Lodge, 59 West-
minster Street in Bellows 
Falls. Hosted by Emoji 
Nightmare, “Santa’s Belles” 
will take to the stage for an 
adult-only evening begin-
ning at 9 p.m. The festivi-
ties will include a celebra-
tion of local Gay Games 
Guadalajara participants 
Roger Barraby (track) of 
Windsor and Carl Anhalt 
(water polo) of Bellows 
Falls.
  Performers for “Santa’s 

Belles” feature Anita Cock-
tail, Emoji Nightmare, Rita 
Cocktail, Katniss Ever-

queer, Moxxi Hart and 
Jack Rose, and Prince Muf-
fin, with music by Mama 
Dukes. Tickets can be 
purchased in advance on 
the Rockingham Arts and 
Museum website, www.
ramp-vt.org. Click on the 
“Donate” button, choose 
“Other,” and indicate 
“Drag Show” in the note 
line. Confirmation will be 
emailed to you upon pur-
chase. Seating is first come 
first served. A full cash bar 
will be open, and food can 
be brought in or delivered. 
Doors open at 8 p.m. This 
event is for those 18 and 
older.
  Anita Cocktail is the 

co-host of monthly drag 
shows at Merchants Hall in 
Rutland, Vt., and performs 
in surrounding towns 
north of Bellows Falls. 
For the last five years, her 

performances have includ-
ed themed stage revues, 
public events, and more 
recently, the inclusion of 
burlesque performers from 
Burning Roses Burlesque. 
Anita also performs as her 
drag king alter ego, King 
Cocktail.
  As a special holiday 

perk, Jasper Forest of Lud-
low, Vt., will offer their 
Oxygen Bar experience for 
patrons. This fast-growing 
opportunity is safe and 
provided by business own-
er Jennifer Esposito, who 
travels with the Oxygen 
Bar to corporate, sports, 
health, festivals, weddings, 
and other private events 
and public venues. The air 
we breathe daily consists 
of 21% oxygen and 78% 
nitrogen, coupled with 
other gasses and pollutants 
from car and industrial ex-

haust. Inhaling a dose of 
up to 95% oxygen (differ-
ent from medical oxygen) 
for only 10 minutes can 
provide relaxation, clarity, 
concentration, energy, and 
decreased stress. Athletes 
have long known the ben-
efits of oxygen therapy, and 
bars are beginning to offer 
this option on premises. 
Credit cards, cash, and 
Venmo are accepted. 
  Bellows Falls Pride, 

www.bel lowsfal lspride.
com, is a new program of 
the nonprofit Rocking-
ham Arts and Museum 
Project, founded in 1997. 
For wheelchair accessibil-
ity and other questions, 
contact the Moose Lodge 
at 802-463-4054, who will 
also have food available for 
purchase. Visit Jasper For-
est at www.jasperforest.
com.

“Santa’s Belles” Holiday Drag show
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