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CORRECTION

  In the “Tax abatement for Liberty Mill” article in the 
Feb. 8, 2023 edition of The Shopper, it was Stephen 
McAllister who applied for tax abatement, not Brian 
McAllister.

Mary Smith turns 101
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The St. Charles Catholic Church cel-
ebrated the 101st birthday of church member Mary H. 
Smith on Sunday morning, Feb. 1. Standing next to Mary 
is her son Ed Smith, Father Maria Lazar, and Father Agnel 
Samy, Administrator of St. Charles Catholic Church.
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BY BETSY THURSTON

The Shopper

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – On 
Tuesday, Feb. 7, the Rocking-
ham Selectboard approved 
the proposed parking design 
for the Depot Bridge project, 
discussed bridge painting 
options, and Canal Street 
parking.
  Vanasse Hangen Brust-

lin (VHB) Project Manager 
Scott Burbank and Vermont 
Agency of Transportation 
(VTrans) Project Manager 
Bob Klinefelter presented 
the next steps for the project. 
Burbank showed examples 
of similarly designed pedes-
trian bridges with color op-
tions.
  Walter Wallace, Certified 

Local Government (CLG) 
coordinator, said he liked the 
red, similar to historic pho-
tos of the bridge before the 
current one was installed. 
  Burbank explained that 

that was weathering steel 
and not recommended be-
cause both the proximity 
to the canal and use of salt 
would shorten the bridge’s 
life expectancy.
  Other options were black, 

brown, and galvanized, 
which was Burbank’s recom-
mendation. He said if the 
town wanted to galvanize 
and paint, both were covered 
in project costs, but the town 
would be responsible for all 
future maintainance. Bur-
bank projected costs in the 
hundreds of thousands, plus 
the additional risk working 
over the canal.

  Chair Peter Golec was not 
in favor of leaving a bill for 
future generations. Board 
members Rick Cowan and 
Bonnie North agreed they 
wanted it painted, but did 
not want to add future 
maintenance costs. Board 
member Susan Hammond 
preferred the paint, “if it 
wasn’t over a canal and if it 
was anywhere else.” She did 
not support “handing a bill 
to our great-grandchildren.”
  Board member Elijah 

Zimmer said he “would far 
rather see it painted, the gal-
vanizing looks horrible.”
  Municipal Manager Scott 

Pickup agreed the decisions 
were complicated because 
of the location of the pe-
destrian bridge. The canal 
is owned and operated by 
Quebec Hydro, and a shut-
down for the demolition of 
the concrete arch could cost 
the town tens of thousands 
of dollars daily in fines for 
the dam’s lost revenue.
  Pickup said he remained 

hopeful that with the FERC 
relicensing and canal wall 
deterioration, the town and 
Hydro could come to an 
agreement to work on these 
projects in tandem to avoid 
costly fines.
  There was no immediate 

decision made by the board. 
Burbank offered to check 
with other projects on paint-
ing maintenance costs, but 
suggested if the town con-
sidered painting, it was best 
to paint immediately when 
galvanizing. 
  Burbank highlighted two 

design options for the park-
ing lot. The first included 
seven parallel spaces ad-
jacent to the station, with 
two dedicated as long-term 
parking, and dedicating the 
ADA spaces next to the elec-
tric vehicle chargers as long-
term accessible parking. The 
short-term ADA parking 
would be moved to the canal 
side of the Waypoint Center, 
adjacent to an existing access 
aisle. 
  The second option was to 

change those seven parallel 
to angled spaces, dedicating 
four to long-term parking, 
two of which would be ADA 
accessible. 
  Zimmer said option one 

would not work because 
there was no ramp on the 
east side of the Waypoint 
Center. Burbank said they 
could add a ramp and make 
it accessible. 
  Hammond agreed with 

the second option, and 
asked about the one side-
walk crossing the tracks.
  Burbank said VHB’s proj-

ect included the sidewalk on 
the station side to cross the 
tracks and connect to where 
Amtrak’s planned platform 
upgrades would begin. This 
ensured pedestrians crossed 
the tracks on one side of the 
street. The board supported 
option two of the parking lot 
design.
  In the design, VHB also 

included 10 spaces on the 
north end of Canal Street, 
along the fence. 
  The Rockingham Walk/

Bike Committee recom-

mended eliminating those 
projected spaces to provide 
a linear park along the canal. 
Cowan, liaison to the board 
said, “public views of water 
are a tremendous asset and 
add value…we have a beau-
tiful view.” The commit-
tee recommended shrubs, 
benches, and a walkway.
  Burbank said the street 

measured 23 feet to the 
fence, and the Highway De-
partment recommended 14 
feet of travel for snow plow 
maintenance. He said with 
the sidewalk at five feet with 
a six inch granite curb, this 
would not give the room 
they recommend for bench-
es.
  Sharon Boccelli did not 

agree with the loss of spaces 
on Canal Street, but was con-
cerned about truck access to 
her business. She explained 
that now she drives onto the 
bridge to reverse into her lot.
  Burbank said they could 

drop the sidewalk to make 
it mountable for delivery 
trucks. Klinefelter suggested 
moving the hydrant and said 
the signs would also be re-
moved. 
  Boccelli agreed moving 

the hydrant and signs would 
make it easier. 
  Burbank presented the 

new bridge with concrete 
and galvanized railing. Wal-
lace said the railing was 
“radically different” than 
the one the commission had 
recommended. Klinefelter 
explained that it was a crash 
tested rail system which was 
required by the state wher-

ever possible. 
  BF Community Bike Proj-

ect Director Bonnie Ander-
son suggested they support 
five foot shoulders, mak-
ing the travel lanes four feet 
wide. Zimmer agreed that 
narrow lanes slow traffic and 
the board approved the five 
foot shoulders.
  Pickup said the highway 

department recommend-
ed raised truck aprons; in 
which two inch curbing and 
stamped concrete offered a 
buffer for the turning radius 
needed by tractor trailers, as 
opposed to painted aprons. 
The board approved the 
raised aprons.
  Burbank said green in-

frastructure was required 
because the project added 

impervious surfaces. They 
offered suggestions and 
asked the board to choose a 
location. Hammond recom-
mended an area adjacent 
to the tracks and the board 
agreed that was the preferred 
location.
  Zimmer asked if they 

could save the large oak tree 
located in the central pro-
posed green space. Burbank 
said they would try to save it.
  The Rockingham Select-

board meetings are the first 
and third Tuesdays at 6 p.m. 
in the Lower Theatre of the 
Bellows Falls Opera House, 
Zoom link available at www.
rockinghamvt.org.
  Town Meeting is Monday, 

March 6, with balloting on 
Tuesday, March 7. 

Rockingham Depot Bridge

BY JOE MILLIKEN
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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – With 
the opening of more mari-
juana dispensaries through-
out Vermont, inventors, 
entrepreneurs, and innova-
tors are hard at work to help 
make the harvesting process 
more consistently reliable. 
One such company, Vermont 
Dry & Cure, recently held a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
to celebrate the recent pur-
chase of a building in North 
Springfield’s industrial park.
  The owners, David and 

Jane Sandelman, are current-
ly renovating the building to 
accommodate the growth 
of their business, as many 
local cannabis dispensaries 
are having difficulty keeping 
product on the shelves due 
to such high demand. There-
fore, the demand is also great 
to produce (dry and cure) the 
product in order to get it on 
the shelves.
  “We brought our technol-

ogy to the cannabis industry 
about three years ago and at 
that time, it was really just a 
‘garage business,’” Jane San-
delman said in a recent in-
terview. “The business grew 

faster than we ever imagined 
and we formed VT Dry & 
Cure Technologies, the com-
pany we are today, in early 
2021. We then purchased the 
industrial park building in 
September of 2021, did some 
much-needed updates, and 
we were able to move every-
one in January of 2022.”
  In a nutshell, Vermont Dry 

& Cure builds drying, curing, 
and storage equipment for 
the cannabis industry. They 
are considered an “ancillary 
business” in the cannabis 
industry, which essentially 
means they are a “non-plant 
touching” company that ser-
vices the cannabis business.
  “We service both home 

growers and the commercial 
market,” Jane Sandelman 
said. “We have unique, pat-
ented technology that gives 
cultivators precision control 
over the post-harvest pro-
cess – meaning drying, cur-
ing, and importantly, stor-
age.” 
  The industrial park build-

ing needed significant reno-
vations and they started 
with tasks such as upgrad-
ing the insulation, heating, 
and AC. “Then we received 
a grant from the state and a 

low-interest loan from the 
Springfield Regional De-
velopment Corporation 
(SRDC) and were able 
to upgrade other aspects 
such as lighting and floor-
ing,” Jane said. 
  “We’ve made the place 

pretty comfortable and 
efficient, and we’re also 
looking to upgrade the 
windows, doors, and load-
ing dock. It’s still pretty 
hard to get contractors and 
materials, but we’re getting 
there. I’m still amazed that 
we’ve gotten has far as we 
have, all during Covid.”
  The post-harvest op-

eration – drying, curing, 
and storage – is one of the 
most overlooked aspects 
of the cannabis industry. 
Both commercial cultiva-
tors and home growers 
spend untold dollars in the 
growing industry. 
  “Genetics, lighting, and 

nutrients are all part of 
that process, not to men-
tion time and effort,” Jane 
added. “Amazingly, when 
it comes to drying, curing, 
and storage there is very 
little thought - and it is 
actually the point where a 
harvest can be completely 
destroyed. We are work-
ing hard to change that, by 
bringing great technology 
and real solutions to the 
industry.”
  Visit Springfield’s Ver-

mont Dry & Cure at www.
cannatrols.com. 

Vermont Dry & Cure 
business is expanding

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 

The Kurn Hattin Home’s 
children had a special 
guest this week, 2022 
Miss United States, Lily 
K. Donaldson. She con-
ducted a Valentine’s Day 
card workshop with the 
younger students, and 
gave science kits and 
books to the older stu-
dents. They all received 
a personalized auto-
graphed photo, signed 
her lab coat, and some 
even got to try on her 
crown.
  Originally from Mem-

phis, Tenn., Lily is cur-
rently working on her 
Ph.D. in Ecology and 
Agriculture from Rensse-
lear Polytechnic Institute. 
She directs a non-profit 
called Art Technically 
which promotes art and 
STEM education.
  What is the Miss USA 

contest?
  The Miss United States 

competition annually 
selects a woman to rep-
resent the United States 
and promote her charita-
ble cause during a year of 
service. The Miss United 
States pageant was no-
tably depicted in Sandra 
Bullock’s 2000 comedy 
classic, “Miss Congenial-
ity.” During the competi-
tion, women from all 50 
states compete in inter-
views about their careers, 
education, and volunteer 

work; runway modeling; 
and an onstage speaking 
portion that focuses on their 
chosen charitable causes. 
  What’s the difference be-

tween these pageants? The 
Miss America pageant is 
the oldest, and began as a 
bathing suit contest in the 
1920s. The Miss United 
States competition began as 
a larger pageant organiza-
tion focused on including 
women who were histori-
cally barred from compet-
ing in traditional pageants 
(namely married women 
and those over 25). The 
Miss USA pageant annually 
selects the U.S. representa-
tive for the Miss Universe 
pageant, which has a strong 
focus on modeling. 
  “It was so wonderful 

to spend time with the 
students at Kurn Hattin 
Homes making Valen-
tine’s Day cards and talk-
ing about STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, 
and math). During my year 
as Miss United States, I’m 
traveling across the U.S. 
promoting STEM and arts 
education, and I was so ex-
cited to do that with these 
students here in Vermont. I 
hope they had fun and were 
inspired to become the best 
scientists and artists that 
they can be!” regaled Miss 
United States.
  The students and staff 

had many questions for her. 
“She’s a scientist, is really 
smart, and she looks like a 
princess too!” said one of 
the students.

Miss United States visits 
Kurn Hattin

Miss United States working with Kurn Hattin children.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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AQUA AID  

SYSTEMS

SOLVING HARD WATER, IRON, BLUE STAINING, RADON, AND ARSENIC 

PROBLEMS IN THE CENTRAL VT AND NH AREA SINCE 1984

800-252-8484 • AQUAAIDSYSTEMS.COM

Service Pumps & Tanks

Water Conditioning

Free on-site Water Analysis  
& Estimate 

Radon & Arsenic Removal

Systems Maintenance

Home Supplies Delivery

Springfield Hospital is very fortunate to  

have Leanne Alexander, PA-C, on board  

at Springfield Urology. She is compassion-

ate and caring and, most of all, she knows 

her profession to the fullest! She instantly  

figured out my problem and helped me to 

correct it. I am happy to give credit where 

credit is due, as she took the time with me 

that was needed and was very thorough. 

She is an asset to have in our community. 

Thank you, Leanne!                     
                  — Karen Lee Davis, Windsor, VT                   

802-886-3556

“

”

25 Ridgewood Road, Springfield, VT   

www.springfieldurology.org 

 

Leanne Alexander, PA-C

“Giving Credit Where Credit 
is Due - Thank you.”

The Springfield Area Parent Child Center (SAPCC), a 
member of the Vermont Parent Child Center Network, is 
seeking an experienced Executive Director with a passion 
for human services. With a staff of 35+, this well-loved non-
profit organization collaborates with numerous community 
groups to fulfill their mission to build bridges of support 
for children, families and caregivers. SAPCC supports 
more than 6000 individuals each year via a wide range of 
programs and services. To learn more and to apply, please 
visit: https://sapcc-vt.org/

CHARlESTOWN, Vt. – 
This past Wednesday evening, 
Feb. 8, brought us another 
‘Barn Burner’ of a game be-
tween Charlestown and ‘Vi-
las’ Schools. The game started 
at 5:15 p.m. on the Charles-
town Forts’ home court. It 
was neck and neck the whole 
game, until the Forts broke 
it wide open in the last two 
minutes of the fourth quar-
ter, scoring nine points. Vi-
las player #5 ‘Paul’ scored 14 
points, while Charlestown 
had three players in the dou-
bles: Malachi Baltad - 10, 
Mason Thibodeau - 12, and 
Brayden Rogers with 14. The 
final score was 41 to 36.

  Written by Smokey Au-
mand.

Charlestown chisels out 
a win

Aiden Brownell taking a jumper versus three Vilas de-
fenders.

PHOTO BY MEREDITH PILETZ MCALLISTER

TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 

Leland & Gray’s Journey 
Away (formerly Journey 
East) program is hosting a 
Mardi Gras party this Fri-
day, Feb. 17 from 6-9 p.m. 
in Dutton Gym. The event 
is a fundraiser for Journey 
Away Climate Disasters, a 
nine day field course hap-
pening this March in New 
York City and New Orleans 
to learn about the impact 
and mitigation of climate 
disasters. 
  This project began as 

a Project Based Learning 
(PBL) course last fall and 
will continue through the 
end of the school year, look-

ing at the impact of climate 
disasters in Vermont. The 
Mardi Gras party will in-
clude cajun inspired drinks 
and snacks and a small si-
lent auction with items to 
bid on, including a cord 
of wood, ski passes to Mt. 
Snow, a handmade spice 
cabinet, dog training, and 
more. Party guests will learn 
about the field course and 
will have the opportunity 
to sponsor various experi-
ences, like tickets to the UN 
Headquarters in New York 
or a Bayou Tour in Loui-
siana. In partnership with 
Vermont Folklife, students 
will be collecting oral his-

tories from community 
members about weather 
events and travel expe-
riences that have been 
particularly impactful. 
Ely White, one of the 
students in the Journey 
Away PBL course, said 
“I think it is the oppor-
tunity to go somewhere 
outside of our Vermont 
bubble that I am most 
excited about. We don’t 
have a lot of diversity in 
Windham County, so 
seeing two major cities 
with lots of diverse peo-
ple and culture will be 
very interesting.” Jour-
ney Away has received 
support from The Strat-
ton Foundation, West 
River Education District, 
and donations from local 
businesses and individu-
als. This is a drug and 
alcohol free event. For 
questions, to RSVP, or 
to learn more about how 
you can support, please 
email Journey Away Di-
rector, Jessa Harger at 
jharger@windhamcen-
tral.org.

Leland & Gray hosts a 
Mardi Gras Party

ournal
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BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
It is a pleasure to announce 
that Gavin Joy has been 
named the January Elks 
Student of the Month for 
Bellows Falls Union High 
School. Gavin, a senior, is 
the son of  Scott Joy and 
Stephanie Lawlor, both of 
Bellows Falls. 
  Gavin is a dedicated 

student who works hard 
in his classes. He comes 
to school every day ea-
ger and ready to learn. A 
good problem solver and 
critical thinker, Gavin, 
through his impressive 
accomplishments as a 
student in the River Val-
ley Technical Center’s 
Business and Technical 
Services Program, is a 
member of the National 
Technical Honor Society.
  A positive role model 

who leads by example, 
Gavin pushes himself 
and others around him 

to meet their full po-
tential. Extremely de-
pendable, he is one of 
the first to step up to 
help and encourage 
others, often without 
being asked. He is 
mature, humble, and 
socially aware. He is 
well respected by his 
classmates and the 
staff at BFUHS. Gavin 
has received the Aar-
on Award at RVTC, 
their most prestigious 
award, given to stu-
dents with a 97% or higher 
attendance rate who come to 
class prepared to work each 
day, follow instructions, 
complete tasks, and are true 
to their word.  
  Not only is he a dedicated 

student, Gavin is involved in 
extracurricular activities as 
a positive representation of 
BFUHS and the community. 
He has participated in the 
football, track, and soccer 

programs. He is president 
of the River Valley Techni-
cal Center’s Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America 
and has been instrumental 
in coordinating events for 
their March of Dimes fun-
draiser. He has volunteered 
for Great Falls Regional 
Chamber of Commerce 
events, and helped at rotary 
functions and with Girls on 
the Run.

Elks January Student of 
the Month

Gavin Joy.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WEATHERSFIELD, Vt. – The 
Weathersfield Conservation Commis-
sion will host a Weathersfield Town For-
est Walk with Forester Hannah Dallas on 
Saturday, Feb. 18 at 10 a.m. The general 
discussion will be forest management, but 
the topics will be adapted to the interest of 

the attendees. Parking is at the Swoops and 
Loops trailhead across from the Ascutney 
State Park entrance on 44a. No snowshoes 
are required as the road has been plowed 
for the active state logging operation, which 
participants will see and talk about. This 
program is free and open to all.

Weathersfield Forest Walk

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

Join the Springfield Re-
gional Chamber of Com-
merce for an evening of 
casual conversation with 
our candidates for the 
Springfield Selectboard 
and School Board. This is 
your chance to ask ques-
tions, chime in about is-

sues that matter, and have 
your voice heard.
  This will take place on Feb. 

21, from 6 – 7:45 p.m. at the 
Springfield Town Hall, in the 
Selectmen’s Hall on the third 
floor. The Springfield Town 
Hall is at 96 Main St., Spring-
field, Vt.
  Selectboard – Michael E. 

Martin (incumbent), Kristi 
C. Morris (incumbent), Judy 
Stern. 
  School Board – Jessica 

Cady Burlew, Judy Stern.
  For more information, 

contact Taylor Drinker, 
Membership and Events 
Director, at taylor@spring-
fieldvt.com. 

Springfield Candidates Night 

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – 
On Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Rocking-
ham Library’s top floor 
meeting room, the pub-
lic is invited to a discus-
sion about Rockingham’s 
outstanding resource 
waters sponsored by the 
Rockingham Conserva-
tion Committee and the 

Windham Regional Com-
mission. These organiza-
tions, with support from 
Rockingham residents, are 
working on the nomination 
of three sites in the Town of 
Rockingham as outstanding 
resource waters (ORW).
  This discussion will ex-

plain what outstanding 
resource waters are, and 

identify and describe the po-
tentially nominated sites and 
the impact this designation 
will or won’t have on these 
sites. There will be plenty 
of time for questions and to 
learn how to get more in-
volved. This event is free and 
open to the public. For more 
information, contact Laurel 
Green at 802-289-4464.

Rockingham resource waters



LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, past President 
of Chester Historical 
Society, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
ronpatch27@gmail.com
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BLACK RIVER GOOD 

NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149

Hours: Monday-Friday, 

10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     

www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                              

Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

802-228-5774

➢ Have you evaluated all expenses & fees from your 

    investments?

➢ Are your assets protected from risk?                                                  

➢ How is your portfolio performance compared to 

    indexes in 2022?

➢ Will your financial plan lead you toward a 

    comfortable retirement?

Member FINRA/SIPC

Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Call today for a Second Opinion, it’s easy!

www.drchristopherfauver.com

802-885-3191
48 Main Street

Chester, VT

Like us on Facebook

Implant Supported Dentures

Implant supported 
dentures can sit on 4 
or 6 implants, which is 
the next level up in full 
mouth restoration.

Many of our traditional 
denture patients are not 
satisfied with the fit. The 
investment in the latest 
implant supported dentures can result in much 
improved functionality and overall satisfaction.

Make an 
appointment 

to see if implant 
supported 

dentures are 
right for you!

Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 

Monday - Friday.   Excludes Holidays

SHRIMP & 
SCALLOPS

BROILED 
OR FRIED

$2000

JR. PRIME 
RIB

$1600

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

All Meals are Served with 

House Salad, Caesar Salad, 

or Veggie of the Day

11:45-9 Mon-Sat and 12-8 Sun

Now Taking Reservations

  This past Saturday, 
Feb. 11, was an interest-
ing morning here at the 
Patch Ranch. It was about 
7:45 a.m. when I noticed 
something at the edge of 
the woods. I watched a 
deer come out into the 
field. This isn’t unusual. 
Wait it gets better.
  Soon four more deer 

followed. They have win-
tered well and looked 
very healthy. No wonder, 
it’s been a mild winter. I 
watched as they walked 
through the snow. There 
is a crust, but being warm 
it didn’t fully support 
their weight. They would 
take a step or two, and 
break through the crust. I 
think most of us have ex-
perienced this.
  They came down to 

within 25 feet of my back 
door. There are a few bare 
spots where they pawed 
around looking for some-
thing to eat. I have a very 
large forsythia bush. It 
shoots up suckers 15 feet 
tall. 
  The last heavy wet 

snow we had doubled the 
forsythia branches over, 
their tips buried in the 
snow. The deer munched 
on forsythia buds for 
some time. 
  I have a small vegetable 

garden. All winter long I 
have taken potato peel-
ings, banana peels, egg 
shells, coffee grounds, 
and such, and spread 
them over the garden as 
compost. I had a large 
butternut squash go bad 
so I chopped it up and 
threw it on the garden. 
Occasionally there are 
chicken bones. I enjoy 
watching the crows and 
ravens argue over bones. 
They don’t eat the veggie 
scraps.
  Two deer wandered up 

to the garden. I watched 
as they ate some of the 
scraps. They seemed to 
like the squash.

The squirrel
  I spend a lot of time home. 

Sometimes my car doesn’t 
leave my yard for three or 
more days. Last month I 
opened the trunk to discov-
er a small pile of chewed up 
paper. I must have a mouse 
living in the car, I thought.
  Later this same Saturday 

morning I was looking out 
my upstairs front window 
when I noticed a blur. It 
came over the snowbank 
and ran under the car. I 
didn’t get a great look, but 
knew it was a red squirrel. 
What struck me was it had 
a white tail.
  I watched for 15 minutes 

for the squirrel to come 
out from under the car. He 
didn’t, so I got my car key 
and pushed the door lock 
button. Soon I noticed he 
was sitting on top of my left 
front tire. Yup, a red squirrel 
with a white tail. He would 
not come out from under 
the car, so I started it and 
blew the horn. Still I didn’t 
see him.
  I don’t think this is his 

permanent residence. In-
stead it may be a weekend 
getaway. Then it occurred 
to me if I drove off with him 
in the car he could appear. 
Can you imagine driving 
50 miles per hour and hav-
ing this hitchhiker jumping 
around inside the car. Those 
sharp claws as he ran over 
your head and face would be 
painful. I did go out on busi-
ness a couple hours later. 
However, I was a little ner-
vous, but he didn’t appear.

  I don’t know why this 
squirrel has a white tail. 
Could he be a cross with 
a gray squirrel? I don’t 
know if that’s biologically 
possible. I know a true 
albino deer is all white. I 
know someone who re-
cently had a white deer 
hanging around. It was 
mostly white but it had 
brown splotches, so not 
an albino. Instead it was 
referred to as a piebald 
deer.
  To be clear this red 

squirrel is not albino. I 
think it’s correct to say it’s 
a piebald squirrel. Some 
readers may not believe 
this, but I know what I 
saw.
  Last week I wrote about 

Harry Chapman and 
“Pigs is pigs.” In that ar-
ticle I mentioned I would 
like to have known Chap-
man. He would have 
found this interesting.
  I will try to take his 

picture. The best way of 
course would be with a 
game camera. My game 
camera died of old age 
and I have yet to replace 
it. 
  I apologize for the qual-

ity of the deer photo. It 
was overcast and spitting 
snow when I took the 
photo through my bath-
room window. The fifth 
deer is partially visible at 
extreme right.

  This week’s old saying: 
“Winning beats second 
place.”

One Saturday morning

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Tra-
ditional hand tools will be 
the subject of the Spring-
field Art & Historical So-
ciety Feb. 18 program pre-
sented by Wade Smith from 
Mill Hollow Craft School in 
Keene, N.H. Through dem-
onstration, Smith will talk 
about the “technology” of 
the past (broadaxes, adzes, 
drawknives, etc.) and how 
they were used. Although 
now, more often found in 
museums or used as decora-
tive items, these tools were 
originally a necessity of life, 
and like today, people con-
tinued to redesign them to 
better fit the changing need. 
He will also talk about the 
old forests and types of tim-
ber that were available. The 
program will be held at 2 
p.m., at the historical so-
ciety (65 Route 106, North 
Springfield). The program 
is free and open to the pub-
lic. For more information, 
call Bunni or Hugh Putnam 
at 802-886-8430. 

SAHS 
traditional 
hand tools

Five deer. You can see bare ground.
PHOTO BY RON PATCH

REGION – The Sammy 
Pierce Memorial Scholar-
ships are awarded annually 
to deserving students in 
recognition of volunteered 
time and talent. These 
scholarships are open to 
students in communities 
served by the Crown Point 
Board of REALTORS (An-
dover, Baltimore, Caven-
dish, Chester, Clarendon, 
Grafton, Ludlow, Mount 
Holly, Plymouth, Reading, 
Rockingham, Shrewsbury, 
Springfield, Wallingford, 
Weathersfield, Weston, and 
West Windsor). 
  The Crown Point Board 

of REALTORS awards 
$1,000 to two deserving 
students. The students 
may be 2023 high school 

graduates, homeschoolers, 
returning college students, 
previous recipients return-
ing to upper classes, or 
adult students continuing 
their education in a two or 
four- year college program. 
While the course of study 
is not restricted in any way, 
applicants must have a 
strong history of volunteer 
community service. 
  Applications and in-

formation for the Sammy 
Pierce Memorial Scholar-
ships are available at your 
local high school or by 
contacting Helen Wachtel 
at 802-275-3902. The dead-
line to submit applications 
for these scholarships is 
Monday, May 1, 2023. Se-
lections will be announced 

in June.
  The Sammy Pierce Me-

morial Scholarships are 
given in honor of Sammy 
Pierce, who is remembered 
as one of the most gener-
ous and thoughtful REAL-
TORS in Windsor County. 
His generous character and 
the impact he made on his 
community are honored 
by this annual scholar-
ship. Those wishing to 
make a contribution to the 
Sammy Pierce Education 
Fund are encouraged. Do-
nations may be sent to the 
Sammy Pierce Education 
Fund, Crown Point Board 
of REALTORS, c/o Rachael 
Hyjek, Treasurer, 126 Main 
Street, Suite 1A, Ludlow, 
VT 05149.

Sammy Pierce Memorial 
Scholarships 2023

REGION – We are almost 
there. Individual donors, 
local foundations, and Se-
nior Solutions together 
have raised $167,646 to re-
store most of the funding 
that was cut last fall to local 
Meals on Wheels providers. 
This is worth celebrating. 
Here at Senior Solutions, we 
are deeply grateful for the 
outpouring of donations 
to ensure that no one who 
meets the Meals on Wheels 
eligibility goes without re-
ceiving this lifesaving ben-
efit. 
  Thom Simmons, the Se-

nior Solutions Nutrition 
Director, has been working 
closely with the directors of 
meal sites in Bellows Falls, 
Brattleboro, the Deerfield 
Valley, the West River Val-
ley, Putney, Saxtons River, 
and Westminster to moni-
tor the distribution rosters 
and renegotiate our con-
tracts accordingly. Just last 
week we sent out funding 
from this campaign to cover 
the significant increase in 
meal distribution by the 
Brattleboro Senior Meals 
program. Thanks to your 
donations we were able to 
do that early in their fiscal 
year. 
  On Jan. 26, bill H109 was 

introduced in the Vermont 

House of Representatives 
to increase funding for lo-
cal meal sites. The bill calls 
for a $2 per meal increase 
to support Meals on Wheels 
programs around the state. 
For meal sites such as the 
Brattleboro Senior Meals 
to sustain their operations 
into the coming years, this 
increase is critical. Please 
contact your local represen-
tatives and encourage them 
to support this bill.
  On a national level, many 

seniors will see an increase 
in their income this year 
thanks to an 8% bump in so-
cial security benefits to keep 
up with inflation. There’s 
just one problem with that, 
according to Thom.
  “They have not changed 

the eligibility criteria for 
SNAP/3SquaresVT. That 
means by getting an 8% in-
crease in their social secu-
rity, many of these seniors 
are going to now fall above 
the eligibility criteria.” This 
small increase won’t come 
close to making up the dif-
ference in the loss of these 
benefits.
  As reported on Vermont 

Public Radio on Jan. 24, 
in Vermont 40% of people 
have experienced food in-
security in the past year and 
a half, according to a poll of 

hundreds of Vermont resi-
dents last spring.
Thom suggests that there’s 

a way for Congress to fix a 
lot of these issues through 
a piece of legislation called 
the Farm Bill.
  “It’s up for reauthoriza-

tion this year, a process that 
would allow lawmakers to 
make permanent changes 
to SNAP and other federal 
food assistance programs. 
They could broaden eligi-
bility criteria and bump up 
the minimum amount of 
benefit dollars that people 
could qualify for” he says. 
  We are all in this together 

as we work to ensure that 
Vermonters of all ages have 
access to the food they need 
to thrive. It takes organiz-
ing and fundraising on the 
local level, advocating with 
our state senators and rep-
resentatives for legislation 
that strongly supports these 
services, and reaching out 
to our members of Con-
gress to voice our support 
for such things as the Farm 
Bill. Please join me in rais-
ing your voice in celebra-
tion for our local successes 
and calling attention to the 
ongoing needs.

Fundraising for Meals on 
Wheels

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – 
The Rockingham Library 
is displaying a collection of 
blue willow dishes on the 
main floor until March 9. 
The Blue Willow pattern 
has been used for centuries 
on ceramics and transfer-
ware made popular for din-
nerware in the 1950s. The 
legend of two love birds and 
the blue weeping willow 

tree is told on each dish, 
teapot, or platter. 
  Collecting various styles 

and trademarks has been 
a hobby for local couple, 
Adam and Debbi Wetzel, 
as they searched in antique 
shops, yard sales, and on-
line for the next unique 
piece to add to their col-
lection, hoping to find 

room for “one more piece.” 
Take advantage of this spe-
cial opportunity to see the 
Wetzel’s collection up close 
while learning about the 
blue willow legend.
  For more information, 

call the library at 802-463-
4270 or email program-
ming@rockinghamlibrary.
org. 

Blue willow dishes on display
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Dear Editor,

  In a recent article of the 
Vermont Journal, Windsor 
County Youth Services an-
nounced the celebration of 
our 27th year of providing 
short-term shelter for run-
away youth or those who, 
for one reason or another, 
simply were not able to live 
with their families. 
  The organization wishes 

to acknowledge its success 
in a large part to being 
embraced by a wide com-
munity of support. Wind-
sor County Youth Services 
receives funding from the 
Department of Children 
and Families, through vari-

ous state and federal grants 
and contracts, and through 
private donations. 
  We so appreciate all who 

have supported the orga-
nization through gifts and 
donations over the years. 
In addition to individual 
contributions, we wish to 
publicly acknowledge and 
thank The Ludlow Gar-
den Club, The Ludlow 
Area Rotary Club, Okemo 
Mountain Resort - Vail 
Fund, The United Church 
of Ludlow, The United 
Church of Bellows Falls, 
The Church of the An-
nunciation in Ludlow, The 

Tyson Ladies’ Aid, Peo-
ple’s United Bank, M&T 
Bank, Heritage Family 
Credit Union, the Lud-
low Police Department, 
and the employees of the 
Town of Ludlow. 
  With the generous 

support of this commu-
nity, we look forward 
to supporting youth for 
years to come.
  It takes a community 

to save a child.

Sincerely,
George O. Thomson 
President, Board of Di-

rectors, WCYS

Dear Editor,

  I am writing to encourage 
Springfield voters to vote 
“yes” to the school budget 
on Tuesday, March 7.
  Over the last several 

months, many people have 
been hard at work crafting 
a budget during this very 
challenging time that both 
acknowledged the purse 
of the taxpayer, while also 
ensuring we provide great 
educational opportunities 
for our students. This hard 
work has paid off with only 
about a 3% increase in your 

taxes. Simply, if you own a 
home assessed at $200,000, 
for less than the cost of one 
nice meal out for two you 
can help ensure the chil-
dren of the town have ac-
cess to high quality educa-
tion.
  I wanted to take this op-

portunity to highlight some 
of the exciting things that 
have been occurring over 
the past several months.
  The district has been 

deeply engaged in defining 
its vision of a “Portrait of a 
Graduate” with many dif-
ferent stakeholders since 
Sherri Nichols took over 
as superintendent in July. 
Seeking input from ad-
ministrators, school board 
members, teachers, com-
munity members, and the 
students themselves in or-
der to define what skills 
and abilities a Springfield 
High School graduate 
should possess. This will 
now drive our vision mov-
ing forward to ensure our 
children possess skills like 
problem solving, resilience, 
responsibility, and effec-
tive communication when 
they enter the workforce or 
higher education.
  Professional develop-

ment days have a new look 
and include ongoing coach-
ing and support. These days 
now include all PreK-12 
teachers and staff attending 

together, helping to en-
sure that we are aligning 
our practices and cur-
riculum not only from 
grade to grade, but from 
school to school. 
  We have exciting suc-

cesses happening at ev-
ery school within the 
district. From students 
receiving early interven-
tion services in our PreK 
classrooms to help en-
sure our smallest learn-
ers are prepared for their 
educational careers, to 
planning to incorporate 
more hands-on learning 
experiences for our high 
school students in areas 
such as cosmetology and 
aviation. These hands-
on learning opportu-
nities will engage our 
students in exciting new 
fields and prepare them 
for career opportunities.
  It has been my honor 

and pleasure to serve the 
voters of Springfield on 
the school board over 
the last year. I am look-
ing forward to all the 
exciting changes and 
additions that lie ahead 
over the next year, and 
once again ask you to 
vote “yes” on the school 
budget!

Sincerely,
Denise Hunter
School Board Clerk

Dear Editor,

  My name is Michael P. 
Stack and I am running for 
the BFUHS board. While 
running unopposed, I am 
asking for and would appre-
ciate your vote.
  I was born in Bellows Falls 

in the late 1950s. My folks 
are locals; mom being one 
of the seven Welch sisters 
from Gageville. Dad’s family 
is from North Walpole.
  My work experience is 

comprised of 30 plus years 
in the financial services in-
dustry, primarily in Boston. 
I have a master’s degree in 
finance and was trained as 
a certified financial analyst.
  With my recent retirement 

I moved home to Saxton’s 
River. I have been looking 
for ways to give back to the 
community, the community 
that gave me my values and 

work ethic.
  Last year I was elected 

as a lister for the Town of 
Rockingham, for a three-
year term. This role is pro-
viding me insight into the 
idiosyncrasies of the state’s 
taxation and income dis-
tribution methodologies. 
Importantly it is making me 
acutely aware of the burden 
property and school taxes 
place on our community. 
Vermont ranks fourth in the 
nation according to www.
Wallethub.com on overall 
tax burden; we rank second 
in the nation on a property 
tax basis. (Tax Burden by 
State (wallethub.com)).
  In 2021, I founded a non-

profit called Bellows Falls 
Trades; we are partnered 
with the BFUHS adminis-
tration/guidance and sup-

port their “work-based” 
education initiative. I will 
continue to look for ways to 
advance the work based and 
financial literacy efforts at 
the high school.
  We all have biases; how-

ever, I believe political and 
social agendas have no place 
on the school board. 
  My commitment to you 

is I will remain focused on 
the basics. I will continue 
to look for ways to improve 
the effectiveness and effi-
ciency by which we prepare 
our young adults for suc-
cess in today’s challenging 
and changing economy and 
work environment.

Sincerely,
Michael P. Stack,
Candidate for Bellows Falls 

High School Board

Dear Editor,

  On Friday evening Feb. 3, 
the Green Mountain Varsity 
Girls Basketball team played 
Bellows Falls Varsity team in 
Bellows Falls. It seems that 
even though at the start of 
games, schools read an ath-
letic policy regarding behav-
ior during the games, the 
policies don’t seem to apply 
to everyone.
  It is not unusual to have 

a group of boys at the girls’ 
games cheering their team 
on. It is not unusual for 
the boys to raise a ruckus 
by stamping their feet and 
sometimes shouting when 
a member of the opposing 
team stands at the foul line 
for a shot. I have witnessed 
this whether the team is 
playing a public school or a 
private one. Un-sportsman 

like? 
  It was unusual to hear 

the boys count down as the 
quarter approached its end 
when the other team had the 
ball. But to count down from 
10 when the clock still had 
20 seconds? Definitely un-
sportsman like.
  What really riled me were 

the “other” shouts. If you 
have a child playing sports, 
would you want your child 
being called “pig face” and 
other hurtful things? Com-
pletely inappropriate.
  I am appalled that no one 

stopped these boys or re-
moved them from the gym. 
Isn’t there supposed to be a 
school administrator at the 
game to handle unruly be-
havior? Shouldn’t we expect 
referees to say something to 

that person in charge or to 
those students? Are Bellows 
Falls parents proud of this 
kind of behavior? Any one of 
them could have gone over 
and spoken to those boys.
  I am sure the school must 

have a policy to handle this 
“once it is brought to their 
attention.” I don’t want to 
hear, “We will talk to them.” 
I want to hear serious con-
sequences such as those 
boys will not be allowed at 
school sporting events for 
one year… those boys will 
not be allowed to play school 
sports for one year. And in 
the future, I hope this type of 
behavior is not repeated.

Sincerely,
D. Jewett
Chester, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  It was my recent honor 
to be awarded Citizen of 
the Year by the Springfield 
Regional Chamber of Com-
merce. Sincere thanks to 
Carol Knight for the nomi-
nation, and humble grati-
tude to all who voted for 
me. I founded the Black 
River Action Team in 2000 

on the principle of stew-
ardship - that we are each 
“somebody” who can step 
up and do  “something” to 
improve or protect our wa-
terways and the lands they 
run through. Fast-forward 
23 years and I invite every-
body to find a way to be a 
volunteer “somebody” with 
me.
• If you are able, consider 

mailing in a donation of 
$10 or more to help offset 
roughly $3,000 of material 
needs and program expens-
es this year.
• Lend a hand cleaning up 

trash with us on Green Up 
Day (May 6) or on River-
Sweep (Sept. 9) - pull to-
gether co-workers and col-
leagues from your company 
or organization and work 
together as a crew.
• Dust off your canoe or 

kayak and paddle a lake or 
pond as a lake monitor (all 
training and materials pro-
vided) each week for the 
summer.
• Got a challenging sched-

ule? Learn about becoming 
a Dragonfly Detective when 
it suits your calendar, sup-
porting our River Dipper 
water quality monitoring 
program.
• Join the River Dipper bri-

gade by committing to bi-
weekly water sampling at a 
stream or river site between 
the end of April through the 
end of July (all training and 
materials provided) - there 

are several sites available 
in Cavendish, Ludlow, and 
North Springfield.
• Lend me your expertise 

at data analysis, chart cre-
ation, or report writing - I’m 
looking to collaborate with 
someone who preferably has 
a water quality background.
  There are lots of other ac-

tivities and programs on the 
docket for 2023, from pad-
dling trips to invasive plant 
management, shoreline na-
tive vegetation plantings to 
aquatic plant surveys. Some 
will be date or location spe-
cific, others can be done on 
your own time. Many are 
family-friendly and can be 
readily adapted to a home-
school project.
  Donations of any amount 

are gratefully accepted, 
made out to B.R.A.T., 
101 Perley Gordon Road, 
Springfield, VT 05156. Con-
tact me directly at blackriv-
ercleanup@gmail.com or 
leave a message at 802-738-
0456. 
  Thanks again to Carol 

Knight, the Springfield Re-
gional Chamber of Com-
merce, and all the wonder-
ful sponsors and volunteers 
who have stepped up over 
the years to be a “some-
body” with the Black River 
Action Team.

Sincerely,
Kelly Stettner,
Founder, Black River Ac-

tion Team
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CHESTER, Vt. – Er-
nest “Ernie” Crosier, 73, 
passed unexpectedly on 
Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2023 
at the Springfield Hospital 
in Springfield. Vt. He was 
born May 3, 1949 in Ran-
dolph, Vt., the son of Ber-
nard H. and Agnes (Bry-
ant) Crosier. He attended 
Springfield schools, gradu-
ating from Springfield High 
School class of 1967.
  He served in the Chester 

Unit of the Army Reserves 
for 11 years.
  On May 23, 1981 he mar-

ried Sarah Vail at the Stone 
Church in Chester, Vt.
  While in high school Er-

nie worked at the Grand 
Union in Springfield, af-
ter graduation he worked 
at Fellows Gear Shaper in 
Springfield and worked for 
the Town of Springfield and 
later the Town of Chester in 
the cemetery department. 
Ernie worked for Miller 
Construction in Windsor, 
Vt. for many years, until he 
joined the Vail Law Office 
in 1981, working as a Para-
legal for 40 years, which he 
was proud of and excelled 
at. Ernie also worked on oc-
casion with the Adams Fu-
neral Home in Chester, and 
the Davis Memorial Chapel 
in Springfield.
  Ernie loved to read, loved 

being outdoors hunting, 
fishing, and working on his 
woodpile. He also enjoyed 
country music. He was a 
member of the Chester Rid-
ing Club, Chester Chamber 
of Commerce, the Chester 
Rod & Gun Club, a mem-
ber of the Chester Ameri-
can Legion Post 67, and a 
member of the NRA. As 
much as he loved to hunt, 
he loved animals, and was 
a champion at feeding the 
birds, and sometimes un-
wanted critters
  He is survived by his wife 

Sarah of Chester, one sister 

Candace Fortier (Wendell) 
of Richford, Vt., two broth-
ers Wayne Crosier (Diane) 
of Palm Coast, Fla. and Lon 
Crosier (Aesuk) of South 
Korea, brother-in-law Rich-
ard Vail (Bettie) of Pendle-
ton, S.C.; four aunts Betty 
Adams and Shirley Crosier 
of Vernon, Vt., Erlene Bry-
ant of Dowling Park, Fla., 
and Beatrice Bryant of 
Springfield, Vt. He is also 
survived by many nieces, 
nephews, and cousins.
  He was predeceased by 

his parents Barney and Ag-
nes Crosier, one sister Dar-
lene Pudvah, his mother-
in-law Ina Vail Adams, and 
his beloved dogs.
  He loved his wife, his 

family, his dogs, and his 
trips to Maine with Sarah. 
He was a kind and gentle 
person with a wonderful 
sense of humor, and was al-
ways willing to help some-
one in need.
  A graveside service will 

be held at a later date in 
the Brookside Cemetery in 
Chester, Vt.
  In lieu of flowers, me-

morial contributions may 
be made to the Spring-
field Hospital Develop-
ment Fund, P.O. Box 2003, 
Springfield, VT 05156.
  Arrangements are un-

der the direction of the 
Davis Memorial Chapel in 
Springfield, Vt.

Ernie Crosier, 1949-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Wayne C. Johnson Sr., 67, 
passed away unexpect-
edly on Feb. 9, 2023 at his 
home in Rockingham. He 
was born Nov. 10, 1955 in 
Springfield, Vt., the son 
of Charles R. and Junette 
(Bjorgo) Johnson. He at-
tended Springfield schools, 
graduating from Springfield 
High School class of 1973. 
He later graduated from 
Champlain College.
  Wayne worked as a butch-

er and later as district meat 
manager for regional gro-
cery store companies for 
many years.
  On Sept. 15, 2015 he mar-

ried Annette Deas.
  Wayne enjoyed boating, 

hunting, fishing, and wild 
game processing. He was 
the Patriots #1 fan, he was 
Past Vice Commander of 
the Son’s of American Le-
gion, Vice President Bellows 
Falls Senior Center Board, a 
community volunteer, and 
an eagle scout.
  He is survived by his 

wife Annette, son Wayne 
Johnson Jr. (Alena), sister 

Carlene Hewitt (Miller), 
Mother-in-law Leona Deas, 
step-children Brian Lewis 
(Joanne) and Renee Lewis, 
grandchildren Lillyanna, 
Ryley, and Faith. And by fa-
vorite lap warmer, Tinker.
  Wayne could always make 

a friend in a room full of 
strangers.
  Services will be at a later 

date.
  In lieu of flowers memo-

rial contributions may be 
made to the Bellows Falls 
Senior Center.
  Davis Memorial Chapel is 

assisting with arrangements.

Wayne Johnson Sr., 1955-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – 

George A. Simone, 79, of 
Perkinsville, Vt. passed 
comfortably at home after a 
courageous battle with Al-
zheimer’s disease. He was 
the devoted husband of 
Charlene (Marshall) Simone 
since Nov. 6, 1965. George 
was born Nov. 12, 1943, in 
New Haven, Conn., the son 
of George and Louise (Fa-
sulo) Simone. He graduated 
from Eli Whitney Techni-
cal High School, achieving 
Journeymen Tool Maker. 
He was later selected for and 
completed advanced train-
ing at the Pratt & Whitney 
Technical School.
  George was an interna-

tional sales manager in the 
machine tool industry from 
1970 to 1996. He was a natu-
ral entrepreneur and found-
ed George’s Shuttle Service, 
providing transportation 
services throughout the 
area and later obtained and 
managed US Postal Service 
Rural Mail Carrier contracts 
from 1996 to 2018 in Ver-
mont and New Hampshire.
  George was a devoted 

husband, a great father, and 
grandfather who enjoyed 
helping local schools and 
his community. He was an 
amazing storyteller and 
never hesitated in finding 
joy in any activity. These ac-
tivities included purchasing 
and fixing real estate before 
flipping was a thing, kaya-
king, bowling, tennis, and 
traveling with great friends 
and meeting new people 
throughout the world. 
George loved animals, the 
beach, playing horseshoes, 
and sharing time with 
friends and family at the 
cabin on Perkin’s Pond in 
Sunapee, N.H.
  George is survived by his 

wife of 57 years Charlene 
Simone, sister Rosemarie 

Fattibene, brother Anthony 
Simone, brother-in-law Vic-
tor Gugliotti; his children 
George Simone (Amy Sim-
one), Dr. Susan (Simone) 
Conroy (Dr. Vincent Con-
roy), and Jeff Simone (Kath-
ryn Simone); grandchildren 
Julia Conroy, Josephine 
Simone, Bridget Simone, 
Austin Simone, and Isabelle 
Simone, and many loving 
cousins, extended family, 
and friends.
  He was predeceased by 

his parents George and Lou-
ise, sister Louise (Simone) 
Gugliotti, and sister-in-law 
Dorothy (Malick) Simone.
  Friends may call at the 

Davis Memorial Chapel on 
Thursday, Feb. 16, from 4-6 
p.m. A memorial mass will 
be celebrated at 11 a.m. on 
Friday, Feb. 17, at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Spring-
field, Vt.
  A burial will be scheduled 

at a later date in the Plains 
Cemetery in Perkinsville, 
Vt.
  In lieu of flowers dona-

tions can be made to Se-
nior Solutions of Vermont 
at www.seniorsolutionsvt.
org/giving/ and/or St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital at www.
stjude.org/donate.
  Davis Memorial Chapel in 

Springfield is assisting with 
arrangements.

George Simone, 1943-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

ATHENS, Vt. – Barbara 
Ann Smith, 76, of Athens, 
Vt., passed away Feb. 6, 
2023, surrounded by her 
family. She was born in 
Northampton, Mass. on 
Feb. 14, 1946, to the late 
Cedar Vorce and Helen 
(Dennett) Lumbis. Bar-
bara was a beloved mother, 
sister, grandmother, great 
grandmother, and friend.
  She spent her early years 

as a CNA caring for those 
in nursing homes, until she 
became a devoted mother 
and stayed home to raise 
her family.
  After raising her family, 

she decided to get back in 
the workforce and spent 
many years working for 
Vermont Academy where 
she later retired.
  Barbara’s true joy came 

from spending time with 
family. She loved hosting 
holidays and family get-
togethers at her home. She 
treasured the times spent 
with them and held a spe-
cial place in her heart for 
them. Barbara was blessed 
with the companionship of 
Bruce Tenney, where they 
shared these memories to-
gether in their home for 20 
plus years.
  In her free time, Barbara 

enjoyed baking, shopping, 
bingo, coffee with friends, 
and visiting family in Mas-
sachusetts. She was also 
an animal lover and loved 
all her pets greatly. She es-
pecially loved her “baby 
boy,” Elliot, who she found 
through a dog adoption 
agency.
  She had a great sense of 

humor and loved storytell-
ing and reminiscing about 
past memories with her 
loved ones.
  Barbara was preceded in 

death by her grandparents 
Enville and Jennie (Bullard) 
Vorce; her parents Cedar 
Vorce and Helen (Dennett) 

Lumbis; brothers Larry 
Vorce and Ricky Lumbis; 
sisters Bonnie Kunesch and 
Helen Lumbis; and grand-
son Cameron Parker.
  She is survived by her sis-

ters Donna Fernet and Di-
ana Swan; brother Ronald 
Vorce; daughters Richess 
(Henry) Crosby, Brina 
(Richard) Parker, Jaime 
(Tom) Smith, Melissa (Wal-
ter) Hare, and Chrystal 
Amidon; son Richard (Re-
nee) Prue; grandchildren 
Ryan, Jordan (Oliva), and 
Barbara (Timothy) Cros-
by, Corbin, Courtney, and 
Coty Parker, Kyleigh Smith, 
Darian Chisholm, Kennedy 
Chisholm, and Kyle Smith, 
Felicia and Ashlie Hare, 
Karista Machado, Hayleigh 
Water, Corey, James, Mea-
gan, and Holly Prue; and 14 
beautiful great grandchil-
dren; as well as many other 
nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and friends.
  There was a Celebration 

of Life held at Bartonsville 
Grange, 116 Upper Bar-
tonsville Rd., Chester, Vt., 
from 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. on 
Feb. 14.
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home 55 Westmin-
ster St. in Bellows Falls. 
Please visit www.fenton-
andhennessey.com.

Barbara Smith, 1946-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

GRAFTON, Vt. – Lou-
is Henry Tessier, 82, of 
Clarkston, Mich., passed 
away Jan. 30, 2023. He was 
born on July 19, 1940, in 
Grafton, Vt., son to the late 
Ralph Tessier and Elizabeth 
M.Boyd (Bennett, Tessier).
  Loving husband of Marva 

for 60 wonderful years; dear 
father of Louis Henry Jr. 
(Ramona) Tessier and Na-
nette (Craig) Hefner; proud 
grandfather of Ethan (Sa-
mantha) Tessier, Seth Tes-
sier, Heather (Steve) Licari, 
and Brooke Hefner (fiance 
Brett Thompson); great-
grandfather of Katelynne, 
Kasen, Thomas, Eloise, 
and Tessa; brother of Mar-
ion Saunders, Lee (Cyndy) 
Boyd, Grace Boyd, Melvena 
Boyd, Douglas (Sylvia) Tes-
sier, and Karl Tessier.
  Louis served his country 

proudly in the United States 
Army. He was a volunteer 
fireman in Independence 
Township for many years. 
In his spare time he enjoyed 

kayaking and camping.
  Kindly keep Louis and his 

family in your thoughts and 
prayers during this difficult 
time.
  A committal service will 

take place at Great Lakes 
National Cemetery on 
Wednesday, July 19, at 1 
p.m.
  Memorial donations in 

Louis’ name may be made 
to the Wounded Warrior 
Project.

Louis Tessier, 1940-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

ATHENS, Vt. – Matthew 
Tenney, 47, of Athens passed 
away suddenly in Hinsdale, 
N.H. on Feb. 1, 2023.
  Matthew was born on Jan. 

15, 1976 in Bellows Falls, to 
Gerald and Patricia (Leary) 
Tenney. 
  Matt is survived by his 

parents Pat and Gerry Ten-
ney, his sister Tracey Noyes, 
grandfather Adrian Tenney, 
aunt Lori Bissonett, and 
wife Melinda Tenney. Matt 
is also survived by children 
Savannah, Abigail, and Joe. 
  Matt was raised and set-

tled in Athens, Vt. His hob-
bies included tending to his 
plants inside and outside of 
his house. He loved cook-
ing, working on his home, 
snowmobiling, four-wheel-
ing, and spending time with 
his children. Matt would 
say that his children were 
the best things about him. 
Matt also enjoyed driving 
a school bus and having his 
children accompany him, 
this became a morning rit-
ual for him, he liked spend-
ing time with his family and 
friends. Matts smile and 
humor were contagious, ev-
eryone who met him liked 

him and many loved him. 
Matt loved cuddling with 
his children while watch-
ing a good movie or help-
ing them learn how to fix 
things. The small things 
mattered the most, even 
something like plowing 
snow turned into a family 
event. He will be missed.
  Services will be held at a 

later date.
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessy Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster St. in Bellows Falls. 
Please visit www.fenton-
andhennessey.com to place 
condolences and memories.

Matthew Tenney. 1976-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CHESTER

St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, 313 Main St.
There will be a Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper 
on Feb. 21 at 5:30-7 
p.m.  Pancakes, maple 
syrup, sausages, and fruit 
salad will be served. Free-
will donation welcome. 
There will be an Ash 
Wednesday Service on 
Feb. 22 at 5:50 p.m. Ash 
Wednesday liturgy, Holy 
Eucharist, and optional 
imposition of ashes. 
Willard Hall, St. Luke’s 
Church.

SPRINGFIELD

First Congregational 
Church UCC, 77 Main St.
Sunday services are 
at 10 a.m. in person. 
Masks optional. Singing 
is encouraged! For more 
information, call 802-
885-5728, email fccucc@
vermontel.net, or go to 
www.fccuccspfdvt.org.

North Springfield Baptist 
Church, 581 Giddings 
Street, North Springfield.
All are welcome and 
invited to join us for 
worship on Sunday 
mornings at 10 a.m. For 
more information, please 
email the church office at 
office@nsbcvt.org or call 

802-886-8107. We are 
handicap accessible.

WESTON

The Old Parish Church, 
644 Main St.
A diverse, informal, and 
welcoming congregation. 
Sunday service begins at 
10:30 a.m. via Zoom. 
For more information, 
contact Jon Bliss, minister, 
at 802-824-4452 or email 
easthillfarm@vermontel.net.
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The Town of Charlestown NH is seeking a Welfare Administrator. This is a part-time 
position – approximately 15 hours/week. 
 

The Town Welfare Administrator will assist people having emotional, financial, mental, 

physical and social problems that put them at risk for negative outcomes. They will 

evaluate client needs, create a treatment plan, and put the plan into action.  

 

Experience in Welfare Administration preferred. 

Interested candidates should complete an application/resume and submit to: Charlestown 
Town Office, Human Resource Dept., PO Box 385, Charlestown NH 03603 or email 
Ddezan@charlestown-nh.gov. Applications may be found at www.charlestown-nh.gov or 
at the Town Office at 233 Main St., Charlestown. 
 
Position open until filled. 

EOE. 
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The Town of Charlestown seeks an energetic Administrative Assistant to the Selectboard. 

 
The Town of Charlestown has an annual operating budget of approximately $5 million and 27 
full-time employees.  The Administrative Assistant acts as the primary liaison between the five 

member Selectboard and all personnel, including contracted services.  The Administrative 
Assistant is the primary liaison with legal counsel and coordinates in all matters to ensure the 

Town is properly represented, maintains an effective working relationship with all Town boards, 
commissions, committees, departments and the general public; and performs all other duties as 
assigned by the Selectboard.  For a full job description please contact the Selectboard’s Office 

at 603-826-4400 or visit the Town’s website at www.charlestown-nh.gov. 
 

Candidates should have a thorough knowledge of local government in New Hampshire and the 
ability to plan, organize, assign, supervise, inspect and coordinate a broad range of municipal 

functions. Municipal management experience is highly desirable. 
 

Interested candidates should submit a cover letter, resume & completed application to: 
 

Charlestown Town Office 
Human Resources Department 

PO Box 385 
Charlestown NH 03603 

Or email to Ddezan@charlestown-nh.gov. 
 

An application may be found at www.charlestown-nh.gov or at the Town Office 233 Main St. 
 

Position open until filled 
 

FEB. 16 – 

LUDLOW, Vt. – There will 
be a community lunch at the 
Black River Valley Senior 
Center on Thursday, Feb. 
16 at noon. The menu will 
consist of meat loaf, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, carrots and 
parsnips, and rice pudding. 
Reservation is required, and 
a donation is requested. All 
are welcome. The senior 
center is located at 10 High 
Street in Ludlow.

FEB. 18 –

TOWNSHEND, Vt. – There 
will be a German style 
knitting workshop led by 
Antje Ruppert at the West 
Townshend Country Store 
on Feb. 18 from 12:30-3 
p.m. If you are interested 
sign up through facebook or 
email tunesosweet@gmail.
com.

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – The 
Plymouth Volunteer Fire 
Department is hosting a free 
spaghetti dinner on Feb. 18 

from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the 
Plymouth Town Hall.

FEB. 19 – 

WINDSOR, Vt. – Come 
join us at our “Fat Tuesday” 
celebration on Feb. 19 at 2 
p.m., hosted by St. Francis 
of Assisi Parish. Music is 
provided by the East Bay 
Jazz Quintet under the 
direction of Gerry Grimo. 
The festivities include a 
“Kings Cake” competition. 
Please contact Ginny Fox 
802-436-2831 or Joyce 
Corbin 802-484-3329 if 
you plan to enter your cake 
or have any questions.

CHESTER, Vt. – A 
community soup lunch 
will be held at the First 
Universalist Parish of 
Chester, at 211 North 
Street (Rt. 103) on Sunday, 
Feb. 19, between noon 
and 3 p.m. We will offer a 
variety of soups, bread, and 
dessert. Donations for your 
meal, to benefit the church, 
will be gratefully accepted. 
For more information, 
contact Chestervtuu@gmail.
com

MARCH 3 – 

CLAREMONT, N.H. – There 
will be an evening of 

dancing to good music on 
March 3, from 6:30–9:30 
p.m. at the Claremont 
Senior Center. The dances 
will be ballroom-type, 
including a variety of styles. 
Please call the Claremont 
Senior Center by Feb. 24 
at 603-543-5998 to let 
us know if you would be 
interested in attending.

SUNDAYS –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the first and third Sunday 
of every month downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster St. 
in Bellows Falls, from 8–10 
a.m. All you can eat for a 
minimal cost.

MONDAYS –

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Mondays at 6:15 p.m., join 
Mikayla for a yoga class. 
Contact Lori Wright at 603-
401-8123 or visit www.
dgbodyworks.com for more 
information. Private classes 
are available.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. there 
will be Pub Trivia Night at 
Vermont Beer Makers on 
River Street in Springfield. 
Up to five people per team. 
Free entry.

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – The 
Rockingham Library hosts 
a chess club each Monday 
from 3-5:30 p.m. led by 
Mike Sola. Drop-ins and 
all levels of player are 
welcome. This program is 
free and open to the public.

TUESDAYS –

LUDLOW, Vt. – Zumba 
classes, Tuesdays at 9:30 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. All 
fitness levels welcome. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information. 

LUDLOW, Vt. – Aquatic 
Aerobics, Tuesdays at 
10:30 a.m. at the Spring 
House at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information. 

LUDLOW, Vt. – Yin Yoga for 
all levels every Tuesday from 
6:30-7:45 p.m. at Jasper 
Forest through Feb. 21. Visit 
www.jasperforest.com to 
sign up, drop ins welcome.

WEDNESDAYS –

CHESTER, Vt. – Knitting with 
Friends at Six Loose Ladies 
on the Chester Common, 
Wednesdays, from 10 a.m. 
to noon.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Candlelit 
Yoga for all levels every 
Wednesday from 6:30-
7:45 p.m. at Jasper Forest 

through Feb. 22. Visit www.
jasperforest.com to sign up, 
drop ins welcome.

THURSDAYS –

CHESTER, Vt. – Knit Knite 
at Six Loose Ladies on the 
Chester Common Thursdays, 
from 5-8 p.m., and via 
Zoom, from 7-8 p.m.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Meals 
on Wheels serves a senior 
community lunch every 
Thursday from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the 
meal site, which is located 
on the corner of Union 
and Southridge streets in 
Springfield. All-you-can-
eat buffet includes milk, 
coffee or tea, and dessert. 
Suggested donation. For 
more information, call 802-
885-5879.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Cardio & 
Sculpt, Thursdays at 9:30 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Aqua 
Sculpt, Thursdays at 10:30 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

FRIDAYS –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Fridays from 11 a.m. – 
12 p.m., John Bohannon 
will teach Tai Chi and Qi 
Gong at the Rockingham 
Library in Bellows Falls, Vt. 
No special equipment or 
clothing is required.

SATURDAYS –

LUDLOW, Vt. – Zumba 
classes, Saturdays at 8 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. All 
fitness levels welcome. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Soul Flow 
Yoga for all levels every 
Saturday from 10:30-
11:45 a.m. at Jasper Forest 
through Feb. 18. Visit www.
jasperforest.com to sign up, 
drop ins welcome.

H H H H H H
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yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150for13Weeks•$250for26Weeks•$400for52Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Vermont State Craft Center

68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111

Open Wed. 11-5, Fri. 11-7, Sat. 11-5

February Student Art Show Be surrounded by Color, Shape, and 
Design by Springfield’s Elementary & Middle School Students.

Create a Stitchery Winter Mandala Learn hand embroidery 
stitches with Julie Crabtree. Feb. 25 from 11:00 to 4:30. $75 + 
materials fee. Register by 2/22. 

Draw Cartoons & Comics with E.B. Sciales. March 23 1-3 Free 
but sign-up! Especially for Middle School Students.

galleryvault.org
(04/26/23 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors

APEX VENTURES, LLC -  
HOUSE PAINTING & PROPERTY SERVICES
Booking exterior painting for the Spring + Summer.  Houses, 
decks, porches, garages + barns.  Also offering Commercial + 
Residential Cleaning Services + Lawn Care with an Electric 
Push Mower.  Email adam@apexventures.one for a free quote.
(05/10/23  - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-
tions on up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our 
clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer 
care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.
mortensen@gmail.com. 

Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/22/23 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(03/15/23 - 13)

NEW ENGLAND HOME

BUIDING AND REMODEL
802-779-3414 — Located in Weston, VT

Kitchens, Additions, and Remodels.  Finish Carpentry and Cabinet 
Work.  Property Maintenance. Fully Insured, Free Estimates. 

Like us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM!

www.newenglandhomebuildingandremodel.com
(11/22/23 - 52)

Campground

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2023! REASONABLE RATES!

802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 
Private Sites! 
(05/10/23 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 
802-226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday 10am-6pm. 
(08/11/23 - TFN - 52)

Cleanouts 

A BARE CLEANING
We do cleanouts of every sort, small and large. One room to 
entire estates. Free estimates, fully insured, lots of references.  
Call Reg at 802-376-4159. 
(08/09/23 - 26)

Masonry

DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(02/22/23 - 13)

Okemo Valley TV

Watch on TV: Community Channel: Comcast 1076 & VTel 166

 Education / Gov’t Channel: Comcast 1086 / VTel 167

(TV Schedules available at okemovalley.tv/schedules & on cable TV pro-
gram guide)

Watch Online: okemovalley.tv & youtube.com/okemovalleytv

“Gavel-to-Gavel” coverage of local meetings (playing daily 
on Ed. / Gov. channel)

(Meeting Playback Guide available at bottom of okemovallley.tv/schedule)

(04/05/23 - TFN - 13)

TOWN OF CHESTER

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE TO SERVE

YOUR COMMUNITY

The Town of Chester would like to extend an invitation to 
get involved in your community. The Chester Selectboard is 
considering the creation of a Citizen Advisory Committee 
to work with the Town Manager and Police Department.  
The role of the Advisory Committee is to assist in the 
formation of strategies, help develop community policing 
concepts, increase public awareness, further engagement and 
transparency efforts, and help to identify best practices. The 
Committee is intended to provide a forum for discussions 
concerning community issues.  

All interested parties should send their letter of interest 

no later than 3:00 p.m. on March 3, 2023 to the Town 
Manager’s Office at the Chester Town Office, P.O. Box 370, 
Chester, Vermont, 05143, via email at Julie.hance@chestervt.
gov, or contact the Chester Town Office at 875-2173.

TOWN OF LONDONDERRY

WARNING

The legal voters of the Town of Londonderry, Vermont, are hereby 
notified and warned to meet at the Town Hall, 139 Middletown 
Road, South Londonderry in Londonderry on Tuesday, March 7, 
2023, between the hours of seven o’clock (7:00) in the forenoon 
(a.m.), at which time the polls will open, and seven o’clock (7:00) in 
the afternoon (p.m.), at which time the polls will close, to vote by 
Australian ballot upon the following Article of business:

ARTICLE I - Shall general obligation bonds or notes in an amount 
not to exceed One Million Three Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($1,300,000), subject to reduction by the application of federal and 
state grants-in-aid and reserve funds, be issued for the purpose 
of financing the cost of improvements to the town office building, 
the estimated cost of such improvements being One Million Three 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,300,000)?

The legal voters of the Town of Londonderry are further notified 
that voter qualification, registration and absentee voting relative to 
said meeting shall be as provided in Chapters 43, 51 and 55 of Title 
17, Vermont Statutes Annotated.

The legal voters of the Town of Londonderry are further notified 
that an informational meeting will be held on Monday, February 27, 
2023, at six o’clock (6:00) in the evening at the Londonderry Town 
Office, 100 Old School Street, South Londonderry, for the purpose 
of discussing the proposition.

Adopted and approved at a regular meeting of the Selectboard of 
the Town of Londonderry duly called, noticed and held on January 
23, 2023.  

TOWN OF PLYMOUTH

PUBLIC NOTICE OF HEARING

BEFORE THE PLANNING COMMISSION

AND ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

A public hearing before the Planning Commission and 
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of Plymouth will 
be held on Tuesday, March 7, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. in the Fire 
Department meeting room at the Municipal Building, 68 
Town Office Road, Plymouth, VT, to consider an application 
for a Conditional Use Permit for:

Applicant: Christopher Sculti
Location:  1505 Great Roaring Brook Rd.
Proposal:  sub-division of parcel 000246 into 4 new 
lots made up of 12+acres and 1 existing lot made up of 45 
Acres.  New common roadway to service lots.
Application: # 2022-28

The Town of Plymouth seeks its next 

Clerk and Assistant Treasurer

This is an appointed position. We anticipate no town-residency 
requirement and are asking the voters to remove this requirement 
at Town Meeting.

No prior experience as a Clerk/Assistant Treasurer is required; 
however, the successful candidate will have some background in a 
business or office setting. Training will be available and learning on 
the job will be required.

The responsibilities include providing citizens with accurate and 
vital information, assisting the treasurer and tax collector, vital re-
cords administration, including processing marriage licenses, birth 
and death certificates, dog licensing, maintaining town records and 
documents, managing voter registration and other election-related 
business, such as presiding over election day in coordination with 
the Board of Civil Authority.

The Clerk/Assistant Treasurer is also responsible for recording and 
posting to the town website the minutes of Select Board meetings, 
and other publicly warned meetings and hearings, including the 
Board of Civil Authority. Candidate should have a basic computer 
skills and able to learn to use programs for data entry and updating 
the Town website. An understanding of applicable state laws, rules 
and regulations pertaining to the governing of town business will 
be required, or the applicant must be willing to learn.

The Selectboard is open to whether this is a full-time, defined as 32 
hours per week or more, or part-time position depending on the 
candidates needs.

Compensation will range from $25 - $30 per hour depending on 
the candidates experience and qualifications. A full benefit package 
is available for a full-time position, which includes medical, dental, 
vision insurance, as well as paid vacation, holidays, sick leave and 
Vermont Municipal Employees retirement.

SUPERIOR COURT—PROBATE DIVISION
Windsor Unit—Case No.:  22-PR-07293
 

In re: Estate of RICHARD DETRANO
 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 
To the Creditors of: RICHARD DETRANO Decedent late of 
Ludlow, Vermont.
I, Richard DeTrano, II, have been appointed to administer 
this estate.  All creditors having claims against the decedent 
or the estate must present their claims in writing within four 
(4) months of the first publication of this notice. The claim 
must be presented to me at the address listed below with a 
copy sent to the Court. The claim may be barred forever if it 
is not presented within the four (4) month period.
 
Richard DeTrano, II 
c/o Dagger Law Offices PO Box 539
Woodstock, VT  05091
 
Probate Court:
Vermont Superior Court,
Windsor Unit, Probate Division
12 The Green, Woodstock, VT  05091

AUCTION
N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Auction 
to be held on March 4, 2023, at 
11 a.m. at 96 Rt. 106, N. Spring-
field, VT 05150. 802-683-7104. 
To be auctioned: Brandon Ingalls  
#110. 

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Resched-
uled auction held on Feb. 18, 
2023 at 11 a.m. at 96 Rt. 106, 
N. Springfield, VT 05150. 802-
683-7104. To be auctioned:
Robert Gokey  #127
Mike Mullins  #19
Jessica Norton  #63
Don Stocker  #121

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
Money, Vintage Sports-Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at AN-
TIQUE CENTERS in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

FIREWOOD
Dried: two cords for $600, one 
cord for $325. Green wood: two 
cords $475, one cord $250. Free 
delivery within 10 miles from Per-
kinsville, or pickup on weekends 
for discounted price. Call and 
leave a message 802-376-3041. 

GUNS 
WANTED
REGION – Guns wanted. Hand-
guns, rifles, or shotguns. Top 
prices paid. Call Ray at 802-775-
2859 or 802-236-7213. 

HELP WANTED
CHESTER, Vt. – Busy dental office 
seeks part-time receptionist to join 
our team. Must have outstanding 
telephone and interpersonal skills 
and basic computer literacy. This 
is a flex-time position 20-30 hours 
per week. Previous medical/den-
tal office experience preferred. 
Please send letter of interest and 
resume to: info@drchristopher-
fauver.com attn: hiring manager. H H H H H H

Submit your 

Classified 

Online!

www.VermontJournal.com

REGION – The Katz Am-
sterdam Charitable Trust 
and Foundation announced 
$260,000 in funding for 
the Vermont Community 
Foundation, which will 
support seven subgrantees 
that are using creative ap-
proaches to increase equi-
table access to behavioral 
and mental health services 
in the Stowe, Ludlow, and 
Mt. Snow communities. 
This is the fifth year that 
grants were awarded, with 
aggregate funding of over 
$13.5 million, to help in-
crease overall access to 
mental health care and 
more.
  “We are grateful for an-

other year of partnership 
with the Katz Amsterdam 
Foundation and Charitable 
Trust to expand access to 
vital services that improve 
the well-being and vital-
ity of our mountain com-
munities,” says Dan Smith, 
president and CEO of the 
Vermont Community 
Foundation. “The Commu-
nity Foundation is commit-
ted to supporting the physi-
cal, mental, and emotional 
health of Vermonters, and 
we are thrilled to have part-
ners like Katz Amsterdam 
who help drive progress 
towards that commitment.” 

  Rob Katz, founder and 
chairperson of the Katz 
Amsterdam Foundation 
board, and his wife, Elana 
Amsterdam, New York 
Times bestselling author 
and founder of Elana’s Pan-
try, launched the Katz Am-
sterdam Charitable Trust in 
2017 and the Katz Amster-
dam Foundation in 2018 to 
be a catalyst for eliminating 
barriers to health, increas-
ing access to opportunity, 
protecting basic rights, and 
improving outcomes for all 
communities, with particu-
lar focus on communities 
of color.
  The Vermont Commu-

nity Foundation is honored 
to serve as the conduit be-
tween the Katz Amsterdam 
Charitable Trust and these 
innovative nonprofits in 
Vermont. In addition to the 
seven grantees listed below, 
the Community Founda-
tion also received $25,000 
to provide leadership and 
support for the implemen-
tation of behavioral health 
equity, tele-behavioral 
health, and substance use 
treatment in Vermont.

  Subgrantees that are re-
ceiving funding include:
•North Star Health FQHC 

received $45,000 to recruit 
and hire two Doctoral-level 

psychology interns, 
offer wellness coach-
ing, and support an 
intensive behavior 
change program.
• Turning Point 

Center of Spring-
field (in partnership 
with Working Fields) 
received $25,000 to 
provide peer recovery 
coaching services to 
Working Fields asso-
ciates, use peer coach-
ing to increase access 
to evidence-based 
recovery services and 
resources in the great-
er Ludlow communi-
ty, and provide youth 
recovery coaching and 
youth leadership in 
the Ludlow area.

VCF received $260,000
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community LEGAL NOTICES

The Rockingham Town Clerk’s Office 

is running a contest

Anyone that licenses their dog (New or Renewal) 
between January 1, 2023, and March 19, 2023 will 
be entered into a drawing to win a “free” license for 
2024. Stop into the clerk’s office and register today.

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

ANIMAL LICENSE NOTICE

Animal Licenses are now available at the Town Clerk’s 
Office.  All dogs and wolf-hybrids six months or over must 
be licensed by April 1 each year and wear a collar and tag at 
all times. A dog or wolf-hybrid without a tag is presumed 
to be unlicensed and is not protected by law. A tag must not 
be used on any dog or wolf-hybrid other than the dog or 
wolf-hybrid in the license bearing the corresponding num-
ber. If you are unsure if your dog/wolf-hybrid needs a new 
rabies vaccination before being licensed, please contact this 
office.  Barbara A. Courchesne, Town Clerk CVC, 96 Main 
Street, Springfield, VT 05156   (802) 885-2104 
FAX (802) 885-1617  tosclerk@vermontel.net 

WARNING

ANNUAL TOWN AND TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING AND 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING

HYBRID (PHYSICAL and REMOTE)

The legal voters of the Town of Springfield and Town of Springfield School District are hereby 
notified and warned to meet at Riverside Middle School Gymnasium in said Town on Tuesday, 
March 7, 2023 at 8:00 a.m. (8:00 o’clock in the forenoon) until 7:00 p.m. to vote by Australian 
ballot for Town and Town School District Officers, for all appropriations to be voted by Aus-
tralian ballot, and all other items of business to be voted by Australian ballot.

A public informational hearing will be held IN-PERSON, and will be accessible remotely by 
electronic means, at the Springfield High School Cafeteria on Monday, March 6, 2023 at 7:00 
p.m. to hear reports of the Town Officers, Town School District Officers and Committees, to 
discuss all Australian ballot articles on the Annual Town and Town School District Meeting 
Warning and to do any other business that can legally be done under this Warning.

IN-PERSON PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING 

WILL BE ACCESSIBLE REMOTELY BY ELECTRONIC MEANS:

• ZOOM MEETING ID: 871 7827 3686
• By computer: Join meeting by clicking here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87178273686
You may be prompted to enter the Meeting ID. You may need to download software https://
zoom.us/
• By smartphone, tablet, or other device: Download and open the https://zoom.us/ app. You 
may have to create a free account or sign into your existing account. Select the option to join 
meeting and enter the Meeting ID.  One-tap mobile device click here: +13017158592
• By telephone: Dial +1 646 558 8656 and when prompted enter the Meeting ID.  Note that 
long distance rates may apply. Dial-in participants use *9 to raise/lower hand and *6 to mute/
unmute.
• Meeting link can also be accessed on the home page of the Town of Springfield website 
• Watch live on SAPA TV or stream it from Sapatv.org

 ARTICLE 1:  To elect the following Town Officers and Town School District Officers 
for the ensuing year:
Cemetery Commissioner  School Director Town School District Moderator
Library Trustees   Selectboard Trustee of Public Funds
    Town Moderator
 ARTICLE 2:  Shall the Town vote a salary of FIFTY and 00/100 DOLLARS ($50.00) 
per meeting for the Town Moderator for the ensuing year?  
 ARTICLE 3:  Shall the Town vote to pay each Selectperson the sum of FIVE HUN-
DRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($500.00) to help defray the costs and expenses incurred in 
serving the Town in that office? 
 ARTICLE 4:   Shall the Town appropriate the sum of FOURTEEN MILLION, TWO 
HUNDRED EIGHTY FOUR THOUSAND, NINE HUNDRED NINETY NINE and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($14,284,999.00) for the budget of the Town for salaries, incidental and necessary 
Town expenses, including highways, and for the purposes for which the law requires appropri-
ations, and for which a Town may legally vote?
 ARTICLE 5:  Shall the Town vote to appropriate the sum of SEVEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS ($750,000.00) for repaving, road construction, 
gravel road improvements, and ancillary professional services for the projects specified in 
the Road Surface Management System Report dated December 2021 or other duly warranted 
sidewalk improvements?
 ARTICLE 6:  Shall the Town vote to appropriate the sum of ONE HUNDRED 
THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS ($100,000.00) for sidewalk reconstruction in various 
locations throughout the Town? 
 ARTICLE 7: Shall the Town of Springfield issue general obligation bonds or notes 
in an amount not to exceed THREE MILLION, FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($3,400,000.00), subject to reduction from the receipt of available state and federal 
grants-in-aid and other financing sources, for the purpose of making water system improve-
ments, the total estimated cost of such improvements being THREE MILLION, FOUR HUN-
DRED THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS ($3,400,000.00)? 
 ARTICLE 8:  Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District authorize the 
Town Treasurer, subject to the direction and approval of the School Board, to borrow money 
in anticipation of taxes needed to meet the requirements of the Town School District for the 
ensuing year?
 ARTICLE 9:  Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District approve a 
payment of FIFTY and 00/100 DOLLARS ($50.00) per meeting for the Town School District 
Moderator for the ensuing year, the funds for which are included in the school budget? 
 ARTICLE 10: Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District approve 
the payment to each School Board member of  FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS 
($500.00) to help defray the costs and expenses incurred in serving in that office, the funds for 
which are included in the school budget? 

 ARTICLE 11:  Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District approve the 
School Board to spend THIRTY FIVE MILLION, SIX HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND, NINE 
HUNDRED FORTY SEVEN and 00/100 DOLLARS ($35,650,947.00), which is the amount the 
school board has determined to be necessary for the ensuing fiscal year?  
 ARTICLE 12:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of TWO THOUSAND FIVE 
HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($2,500.00) to the Springfield Community Band for eight (8) 
concerts? 
 ARTICLE 13:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of NINE THOUSAND 
and 00/100 DOLLARS ($9,000.00) to Southeastern Vermont Community Action (SEVCA) to 
assist Springfield in responding to the emergency needs of the community and to provide all 
available and applicable services to families and individuals in need? 
 ARTICLE 14:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of SIXTY THREE THOU-
SAND, FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($63,500.00) to help support the high-quality 
home health, maternal and child health, and hospice care provided in patients’ homes and in 
community settings by the Visiting Nurse and Hospice for VT and NH?  Care is provided regard-
less of ability to pay. 
 ARTICLE 15:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of EIGHT THOUSAND, 
FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($8,500.00) for the support of Senior Solutions (for-
merly Council on Aging for Southeastern Vermont) for help to support seniors and their families 
who are trying to remain at home and not be placed in a nursing home? 
 ARTICLE 16:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of FOUR THOUSAND 
and 00/100 DOLLARS ($4,000.00) to help support the Valley Health Connections (formerly 
Precision Valley Free Clinic) to help the uninsured access health care?
 ARTICLE 17:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of TWELVE THOU-
SAND, FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($12,500.00) for the support of the MOOver 
f/n/a the Current operated by Southeast Vermont Transit, Inc., to provide transit services to the 
residents of the Town of Springfield? 
 ARTICLE 18:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of TWO THOU-
SAND FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($2,500.00) to Green Mountain RSVP & Volun-
teer Center of Windsor County to develop opportunities for people age 55 and older to positively 
impact the quality of life in the community of Springfield through volunteer service? 
 ARTICLE 19:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of TEN THOUSAND 
and 00/100 DOLLARS ($10,000.00) to assist with the cost of operating the Meals on Wheels Pro-
gram of Greater Springfield that provides daily hot & cold congregate and home delivered meals 
and other nutritional needs to the qualified residents of Springfield? 
 ARTICLE 20:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of THREE THOU-
SAND and 00/100 DOLLARS ($3,000.00) to Windsor County Partners d/b/a Windsor County 
Mentors, for youth mentoring services provided to the children of Windsor County? 
 ARTICLE 21:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of FIVE THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($5,000.00) to the Springfield Supported Housing to assist families and individuals 
find permanent housing and provide in home case management services for 6 months to two 
years after placement?  
 ARTICLE 22:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of FIFTY-FIVE THOUSAND and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($55,000.00) to the Springfield Family Center to assist with the cost of pro-
viding a free meal daily, a free food shelf, and other services related to hunger, homelessness and 
related social-service needs in the community? 
 ARTICLE 23:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of FOUR THOU-
SAND and 00/100 DOLLARS ($4,000.00) to the Women’s Freedom Center for general budget 
support to provide services to women and their children who are experiencing emotional, physi-
cal and/or sexual abuse and are residents of the Town?
 ARTICLE 24:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of NINE THOU-
SAND, FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($9,500.00) to the Springfield Art and Histori-
cal Society to assist in preserving, maintaining, and displaying, for the public, the history and art 
of the Town of Springfield, Vermont?
 ARTICLE 25:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of NINE THOU-
SAND and 00/100 DOLLARS ($9,000.00) to Turning Point Recovery Center Drop-In Center and 
Transition House to help with the everyday cost of providing recovery services and housing for 
men and that are in recovery from alcohol, substance abuse and co-occurring disorders? 
ARTICLE 26:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of TEN THOUSAND and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($10,000.00) to help support outpatient, mental health and substance abuse services 
by the staff of Health Care and Rehabilitation Services, Inc.?

Dated this 30th day of January, 2023   Dated this 31 day of January, 2023
at Springfield, County of Windsor   at Springfield, County of Windsor
and State of Vermont.    and State of Vermont.

Kristi C. Morris, Chair    Troy Palmer, Chair
Everett T. Hammond    Denise Hunter
Michael E. Martin     Stephen Karaffa
Walter E. Martone     Patti Kemp
Crissy L. Webster     Mary Krueger

Selectboard     Board of School Directors
Town of Springfield     Springfield School District

Town of Mount Holly

Notice of Public Hearing

March 29, 2023

6:30 pm 

The Mount Holly Select Board will hold a Public Hearing 
at 6:30 PM on March 29, 2023 at the Mount Holly Town 
Office and via Zoom to consider a Flood Hazard and River 
Corridor Bylaw.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/82317986784?pwd=TVdPNy-
80WGFCRDZxWDFjRkZUdmcyQT09

Meeting ID: 823 1798 6784
Passcode: 3Q21he

The draft bylaw is available at the Town Office, Belmont Post 
Office, and Mount Holly Post Office, and is posted on the 
web at https://www.mounthollyvt.org/planning-commis-
sion/flood-hazard-area/. 

If you wish to make a public comment but do not have the 
ability to attend the meeting or comment remotely during 
the meeting, please email your comment(s) in advance of the 
hearing to Mount Holly Select Board at mounthollyselect-
board@gmail.com, or mail to Mount Holly Select Board, P.O. 
Box 248 Mount Holly, VT 05758.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Join us on Tuesday, Feb. 21, 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Spring-
field Town Library for 
an educational workshop 
entitled “Maximizing So-
cial Security.” Meet Joshua 
Houle, a wealth manager 
from Monadnock Capital 
Group who is trained to 
give you the information 
you need to help ensure 
you fully realize the value 
of lifetime benefit maximi-
zation.
  Knowing how and when 

you choose to collect So-

cial Security benefits can 
be complex because it ul-
timately depends on your 
unique circumstances. 
With retirees living lon-
ger today than in previous 
generations, your choice of 
when to retire and collect 
Social Security benefits 
can significantly impact 
the income you collect in 
retirement.
  Josh will cover the spou-

sal benefits available if you 
are married, widowed, 
or divorced. We’ll review 
the potential effects that 

working in retirement 
and claiming early can 
have on your benefits. 
Social Security rules are 
complex and constantly 
evolving. This educa-
tional workshop will 
help you avoid potential 
pitfalls, so you are better 
prepared to make these 
important lifetimes de-
cisions
  This event is free and 

open to the public. Con-
tact the library at 802-
885-3108 if you have any 
questions.

Maximizing Social 
Security workshop

CLAREMONT, N.H. – 

Claremont Savings Bank 
has been informed by 
the attorney general’s of-
fice that there is a scam 
alert for New Hampshire 
residents, especially its 
older adult population, 
concerning a recent in-
crease in scammers per-
petrating the “Grandpar-
ent Scam.”
  In a “Grandparent 

Scam,” a scammer calls 
or e-mails a victim pos-
ing as one of the vic-
tim’s relatives, typically 
a grandchild. The scam-
mer posing as the rela-
tive then claims to be in 
trouble, often saying he 
or she has been arrested 
by law enforcement in 
another state or coun-
try. The scammer may 
also pose as a member 
of law enforcement and 
claim to have arrested 
or detained the victim’s 
relative. The scammer 

will instruct the victim to 
not tell anyone, sometimes 
threatening that the victim 
is under a “gag order” to 
not speak about the inci-
dent. A gag order is a court 
order prohibiting public 
disclosure or discussion 
of information related to a 
case.
  The attorney general 

reminds New Hampshire 
residents that legitimate 
law enforcement officials 
will never:
• Issue a “gag order” re-

garding the release of a 
relative over the telephone 
or by email.
• Demand immediate pay-

ment over the telephone or 
by e-mail by wire transfer 
or in-person payment of 
cash or other valuables in 
exchange for the release of 
a relative.
• Ask for your personal 

identifying information in 
exchange for the release of 
a relative.
  The attorney general 

urges New Hampshire resi-
dents to be vigilant. Any-
one receiving one of these 
calls should take the fol-
lowing steps:

• Do not engage with the 
caller.
• Hang up immediately.
• Do not provide money 

or personal information, 
including home address.
• Contact the family mem-

ber in question directly, at a 
known valid number.
• Call someone you trust 

for an opinion about the 
call you just received.
• Contact your local police 

department immediately, 
especially if you have lost 
money or other valuables, 
or made arrangements for 
the pick-up of money or 
valuables from your own 
home.
• Report the scam to the 

Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral – Consumer Protection 
Hotline at 1-888-468-4454, 
or by email at Doj-CPB@
doj.nh.gov, or go online at 
www.doj.nh.gov/consum-
er/complaints.
  Anyone with knowledge 

that a vulnerable adult has 
been scammed or finan-
cially exploited should also 
contact the New Hamp-
shire Bureau of Elderly and 
Adult Services, at 1-800-
949-0470.

Increase in 
“Grandparent Scams”

GET YOUR 

LOCAL NEWS
WITH US! 

vermontjournal.com

802-228-3600
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Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282

NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

Restore This Statley Mansion!

Sunroom W/Fountain, French Doors

6 Bedrooms, 5 Baths & 3 Apts!

Springfield, $629,000

Bright Country Home!

20 Minutes To Okemo

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2.81+/- Acres

Chester, $299,000

Special 13.3+/- Acre Property

With Amazing Views!

 Potential for Dream Home Location

Springfield, $149,900

Spacious Ranch w/In-ground Pool!

Long Range Mountain Views!

4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 4.75+/- Acres!

Townshend, $399,500

Great Investment Opportunity!

Multi Family w/Car Garage

Two 2 Bedroom Units

Springfield, $239,000

Rare Opportunity!

296.5+/- Acres Stunning Property 

w/Spectacular Acreage!

Chester, $622,650

Beautifully Renovated VT Cape

 About 15 Minutes From MT. Snow

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 0.50+/- Acres

Wilmington, $374,900

Well Kept Ranch on 0.65+/- Acres

Screened In Gazebo!

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Charlestown, NH, $210,000

Riverfront Property, Front of House

& Barn Can Be Salvaged

In Need of Rehab

Springfield, $75,000

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com

39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

280 River Street • Springfield, VT
Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

P&M Auto & Service

2017 Ford Escape SE

2016 Toyota Rav 4

2014 Dodge Journey

2014 Acura TL
AWD

Fully Loaded
Sunroof
4 Door

4WD
Auto
A/C

Cruise Control

Limited
Fully Loaded

Leather
Sunroof

Auto

FWD
4 Door

Fully Loaded

2014 Kia Optima
4 Door 
Cruise
Auto
4 Cylinder

2015 Volkswagen Jetta

2016 Chevy Trax

2016 Ford Fusion

Power Windows 
Auto
Cruise
4 Door

AWD
4 Cylinder
4 Door
Fully Loaded

Sunroof
Fully Loaded
Cruise Control

Quality Used 
Cars and Trucks
and Auto Services

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit ApprovalBankruptcy • Bad Credit

First Time • Divorce

Call or Write to:

THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.

Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5252

802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

ADAIR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS

BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 

TWO-BEDROOM UNIT

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal Included

Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenants Only

USDA Guidelines Do Apply

THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.

Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5252    802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

CHESTER APARTMENTS

CHESTER, VERMONT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 

ONE-BEDROOM APARTMENTS

This housing complex is designed for anyone 62 years 

of age or older or disabled of any age. 

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal included

Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenant Use Only

Income Guidelines Do Apply

READSBORO APARTMENTS
430 Tunnel St., Readsboro, VT

Continues to Accept Applications for

One-Bedroom Units

The Readsboro Apartments are designed for individuals 

62 years or older, handicapped/disabled of any age. 

Rent is based on 30% of your monthly-adjusted income. 

Monthly rent includes heat, electric, water, sewer, 

snow/trash removal, and maintenance. Off-street 

parking and on-site mail delivery are available.

Income Limits Apply

On the Moover bus route

Pets allowed, restrictions apply

Call for more information

THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.

Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

@VermontJournal

WALPOLE, N.H. – 

Conservation Districts 
and agricultural service 
providers are invited to 
join Cheshire County 
Conservation District 
(CCCD) along with 
partners from White 
River NRCD, Rock-
ingham County Con-
servation District, and 
Strafford County Con-
servation District for a 
virtual conversation to 
learn equipment shar-
ing models, ask ques-
tions, and hear advice 
from developed equip-
ment sharing programs.
  Join us for a virtual 

presentation and round ta-
ble discussion on March 9 
at 1 p.m. Learn how other 
conservation districts are 
managing their equipment 
rental programs.
  Registration is required: 

www.equipment-rental.
eventbrite.com
  This material is based 

upon work supported by 
the National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture, 
U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, through the 
Northeast Sustainable 
Agriculture Research and 
Education program un-
der sub award number 
ONE20-370.

Southern Vermont Emerging 
Leaders seeks nominations

REGION – Nomina-
tions have opened for the 
seventh annual Southern 
Vermont Emerging Lead-
ers. This award recognizes 
young professionals who 
are leading the way in their 
communities and work-
places. Each year, commu-
nity members are asked to 
identify individuals who 
are making a difference in 
southern Vermont. 
  Nominations can be sub-

mitted until March 14 us-
ing a brief online form at 

www.cognitoforms.com/
BDCC1/EmergingLeaders. 
The simple eligibility crite-
ria are as follows: 
• Nominees must be be-

tween 21 and 40 years old. 
• Nominees must live or 

work in Southern Vermont, 
which includes Bennington 
and Windham Counties, 
and the Town of Weston. 
• Previously recognized 

Emerging Leaders will not 
be honored again. Past re-
cipients are shown at www.
brattleborodevelopment.

com/sovtyps/emerging-
leaders.
  Emerging Leaders is a 

way to honor young pro-
fessionals who are lead-
ers and change-makers in 
southern Vermont. Hon-
orees are traditionally fea-
tured at the annual South-
ern Vermont Economy 
Summit, scheduled to be 
held in person once again 
this May. Southern Ver-
mont Young Professionals 
Steering Committee and 
Shires Young Professionals 

Equipment rental 
roundtable

Steering Committee co-
sponsor Emerging Lead-
ers and select honorees. 
Each year, every emerg-
ing leader is also eligible 
to be nominated for the 
annual Vermont Busi-
ness Magazine (VBM) 
Rising Stars, hence the 
age range used. This has 
resulted in 32 southern 
Vermont winners since 
2018.
  For more information, 

visit www.brattleboro-
development.com/sovt-
yps/emerging-leaders or 
email Jen Stromsten at 
jstromsten@brattleboro-
development.com.

REGION – 2023 is the 
year of the rabbit and we 
know it 
will bring 
good luck 
to the six 
rabbits we 
have look-
ing for lov-
ing indoor 
h o m e s . 
T h e s e 
b e au t i f u l 
rabbits are 
spayed and 
neutered, 
use their 
litter boxes 
well, love 
v e g g i e s , 

and have adoption fees of 
only $25. To adopt one of 

these sweethearts, go to our 
website www.spfldhumane.
org and fill out a rabbit ap-
plication or call 802-885-
3997 for more information. 
We are hosting another 
low cost cat only spay and 
neuter clinic on March 21. 
Check out our Facebook 
events or call for more in-
formation. Springfield 
Humane Society is located 
at 401 Skitchewaug Trail, 
Springfield, Vt.

Year of the rabbit
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To learn more about Paws With A Cause and to find out 

how you can help, just download this simple app and

watch this story come to life:

GET ZAPPAR
ZAP THE CODE

TO DONATE

Provided as a community service by this civic minded publication
and the Association of Community Publishers

At Brattleboro Hearing Center your  

hearing healthcare is our top priority.

Our Doctors of Audiology keep up with the

latest technology and our research-driven

practices provide the best possible outcomes

in the treatment of hearing loss. We’re proud

to offer personalized, patient-centered care.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Brattleboro, VT • 802-254-3922

Swanzey, NH • 603-354-3325
Greenfield, MA • 413-773-5119

www.BrattleboroHearing.com

NEW

BEGINNER CLASS!

Starts March 7th

Tuesdays 7-8 pm

TAI  CHI
in WALPOLE

Djemila Cavanaugh

802-490-0225
djem.translator@gmail.com

$65/month

Hastings House
behind WUUC

14 Union St. Walpole, NH

We are mindful of Covid safety

• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Are you interested in em-
broidery or adding a new 
dimension to what you al-
ready create? Gallery at the 
VAULT is excited to offer 
“Winter Mandala in Stitch-
es” with Julie Crabtree on 
Saturday, Feb. 25 from 11 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
  Create a stitchery manda-

la, learning many hand em-
broidery stitches, to refresh 
your memory or add new 
ones to your embroidery 
stitches vocabulary. Leave 
with a 6” hoop ready to 
hang or frame as a mandala 
sampler. All threads, fab-
rics, hoops, and needles will 
be provided. Just bring scis-

sors. Ready to hang in a 6” 
hoop that is provided. This 
promises to be a delightful 
learning experience.
  Julie has been teach-

ing workshops in creative 
mixed media stitchery, free 
motion sewing, hand stitch-
ery including experimental 
work, and creating design 
through art exploration. 
She has degrees from Man-
sfield College of Arts and 
the City and Guilds of Lon-
don, England and has won 
many awards for her work. 
Her teaching background is 
extensive, having taught be-
ginners to advanced levels 
in England and the U.S.
  “Julie is encouraging and 

inspiring at all levels, she 
works individually with 
each student. I really ap-
preciate the personal ad-
vice on my efforts.”
  Register by Wednes-

day, Feb. 22, there is a 
cost to register and for 
materials.
  Gallery at the VAULT 

is located at 68 Main 
Street in Springfield. We 
are open Wednesdays 
and Saturdays from 11 
am - 5 p.m. and Fridays 
from 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
  For more information, 

please call 802-885-7111, 
email galleryvault@ver-
montel.net, or visit www.
galleryvault.org.

Create a Winter 
Mandala at the VAULT

ANDOVER, Vt. – Old 
Parish Church and Little 
Yellow House Studio pres-
ents “An Evening with In 
The Rough,” a concert fea-

turing the vocal trio In The 
Rough(Lisa Brigantino, Lori 
Brigantino, and Andover, 
Vt. resident Susan Haefner) 
on Saturday, Feb. 18 at 7 p.m. 
at the Old Parish Church in 
Weston, Vt. The concert 
will include traditional and 
contemporary folk songs 
and old-time tunes, as well 
as original songs and even a 
sing-along.
  In The Rough have been 

singing together since their 
days as students at the State 
University of New York Col-
lege at Fredonia. They’ve 
performed over the years at 
a variety of venues includ-
ing clubs, coffeehouses, and 
house concerts. The trio 
have also appeared on all 
three of Lisa Brigantino’s 
commercially released orig-
inal music albums.
  “We are looking forward 

to providing a fun, joyful, 
and thought-provoking 
evening of music at the 
Old Parish Church,” says 
Susan Haefner, Little Yel-
low House Studio found-
er. “After several years of 
only being able to make 
music virtually, Lisa, Lori, 
and I are excited to per-
form together in front of 
a live audience in such a 
warm and inviting space.”
  “An Evening with In 

The Rough” on Satur-
day, Feb. 18 starts at 7 
p.m., with doors open-
ing at 6:30 p.m. There is 
a suggested donation at 
the door. The Old Parish 
Church is located at 100 
Main Street in Weston, 
VT 05161. For more in-
formation, please visit 
www.littleyellowhous-
estudio.com.

In The Rough at the Old 
Parish Church

LUDLOW, Vt. – Up-
roarious laughter will fill 
the air at Okemo Moun-
tain Resort on Saturday, 
March 4 when William 
Raveis Real Estate Ver-
mont Properties Team 
sponsors the 19th an-
nual Comedy Night with 
well-known comedians 
Orlando Baxter and Kelly 
MacFarland.
  Orlando Baxter ex-

ploded onto the Boston 
comedy scene in 2005 
and quickly established 
himself as one of the ar-
ea’s hottest young comics. 
His fresh perspective and 
unique relatability led to a 
string of finalist positions 
at a host of contests and 
festivals including NBC’s 
Stand Up for Diversity, 
Boston Comedy Festival, 
Montreux Comedy Fes-
tival, Johannesburg In-
ternational Comedy Fes-
tival, Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival, and others. In 
2016, Baxter made his 
late-night TV debut on 

Conan and has appeared 
on many shows since. His 
DryBar comedy special 
“Glorified Baby Sitter” has 
garnered two and a half mil-
lion views on YouTube and 
five and a half million views 
on Facebook.
  Kelly MacFarland is an ex-

perienced stand-up comedi-
an with an extensive resume 
that includes comedy clubs, 
theaters, colleges, festivals, 
television appearances, and 
entertaining U.S. troops 
overseas. She was first-
runner-up in the Boston 
Comedy Festival and voted 
Best of the Fest at the Aspen 
Rooftop Comedy Festival. 
MacFarland has been a fea-
tured headliner for the Bos-
ton Women in Comedy Fes-
tival since its inception. She 
has appeared on The Today 
Show, The View, Comedy 
Central, NBC’s Last Comic 
Standing, and AXS Gotham 
Comedy LIVE. 
  Comedy Night 2023 is 

scheduled to take place at 
the Base 68 Café in Okemo’s 

Clock Tower base lodge. 
Doors open at 7 p.m. and 
showtime is 7:30 p.m. This 
is an 18 and older event 
with open seating and a bar 
available. Please note that 
Okemo is operating on a 
cashless basis, only accept-
ing credit cards and debit 
cards for the purchase of 
beverages.
  Comedy Night tickets 

are available for purchase 
in advance, online at www.
go2omara.com, or in person 
at the William Raveis Real 
Estate Vermont Properties 
offices in Ludlow. Tickets 
are discounted in advance 
or can be bought at the door 
on the night of the event 
if availability remains. All 
proceeds from ticket sales 
will benefit OMARA, a 
nonprofit booster club that 
was founded to support 
the athletes, families, and 
coaches of Okemo Compe-
tition Programs and Okemo 
Mountain School. 
  For more information, 

call 802-228-8877.

Comedy Night at Okemo 
March 4

BELLOWS FALLS, 

Vt. – The Bellows Falls 
Union High School Stu-
dent Composers Con-
cert will take place on 
Feb. 17 at 7 p.m. in the 
Bellows Falls Union 
High School audito-

rium. This concert is a 
collaborative effort with 
Music-COMP, a nonprofit 
organization that pairs 
young composers with 
a professional composer 
mentor to create an origi-
nal musical work. Students 

in BFUHS’ teacher Nick 
Pelton’s music composition 
course worked with men-
tor composer Kyle Saulnier 
and their pieces will be 
performed by the Vermont 
Symphony Orchestra Brass 
Quartet. Admission is free.

BFUHS Composers Concert

SAXTONS RIVER, 

Vt. – Have you ever 
wanted to try your hand 
at some Shakespeare? 
Main Street Arts will 
present a series of four 
workshops in which 
you’ll have the oppor-
tunity to “play” with the 
works of the Bard. John 
Hadden, who directed 
MSA’s production of 
Hamlet last summer, will 
hold the workshops on 
Sunday afternoons in 
February and March. The 
three-hour sessions are 
open to actors of all lev-
els. Participants will begin 
with short monologues, 
and move on to bits of 
scenes. The workshops 
will include simple group 

exercises, conversations, 
and work on the speeches 
themselves. Class members 
are not obligated to work 
“in the spotlight,” rather the 
level of participation is up to 
the individual.
  Sessions will be held from 

1-4 p.m. at Main Street Arts 
on Feb. 19 and 26 and March 
5 and 12. At the end of the 
final session, a “Shakespeare 
Tea” will be offered to the 
public. Willing participants 
can try out their work in 
front of a small audience 
of friends in a relaxed set-
ting. A general conversation 
about Shakespeare in our 
time and place will be led by 
Hadden.
  Hadden is a director, 

writer, builder, teacher, and 

actor living on a small farm 
in Landgrove, Vt. He is a 
founding member of Shake-
speare & Co (Lenox, Mass.) 
and ran the Theater Com-
pany at Hubbard Hall in 
Cambridge, N.Y. He played 
Romeo, Hamlet, Iago, Rich-
ard II, Leontes, MacBeth, 
Lear, Merchant, Bastard, 
Fool, Scrooge, and Salieri in 
regional theaters, as well as 
roles on film, radio, and TV, 
and directed about 50 pro-
ductions here and abroad. 
  More information about 

the workshops may be found 
at www.mainstreetarts.org/
shakespeare, and any ques-
tions can be directed to 
johnhadden@gmail.com. 
Main Street Arts is located at 
35 Main St. in Saxtons River.

Shakespeare workshops at 
Main Street Arts

CLAREMONT, N.H. – 
Do you remember when 
dancing meant the joy of 
moving together around a 
large dance floor to beauti-
ful music; holding conver-
sations with friends during 
which you can actually hear 
each other; sitting at com-
fortable tables enjoying a 
beverage and light refresh-
ments? 
  We would like to bring 

this kind of entertainment 
back to our area. We are 
looking to have an evening 
of dancing to “good music” 
to help get us get back into a 
lively society that enables us 
to regain social connections 
and make new friends.
  The dances would be 

ballroom-type, that could 
include a variety of styles: 
fox trot, waltz, cha cha, 
tango, jitterbug, and polka. 

Also being considered is 
to have a dance instructor 
teach some of the dances 
people would enjoy. 
  Easy listening and big 

band music would be 
supplied by either small 
groups, CD, or perhaps a 
DJ at a volume that conver-
sations would still be heard.
  After searching the area 

for a place with plenty of 
free parking, easy access, a 
large dance floor, and tables 
for comfortable visiting, 
we have found the perfect 
place: the beautiful Owens 
Room at the Claremont Se-
nior Center on Acer Street 
just off Maple Avenue. 
  We are planning to hold 

the first dance on Friday, 
March 3, from 6:30-9:30 
p.m. We would like to of-
fer it on a monthly basis. 
A small donation would be 

asked to help cover the cost 
of using the facility. You 
are welcome to bring your 
own non-alcoholic drink. 
Refreshments will be pro-
vided. 
  Please call the Claremont 

Senior Center by Feb. 24 
at 603-543-5998 to let us 
know if you would be in-
terested in attending. Leave 
your name and a number 
we can reach you if needed. 
It is not a commitment, 
merely a little feedback to 
see if this is a good idea and 
something people would 
enjoy. 
  If you would like more 

information about the 
dancing, call Betsey Child 
at 603-504-6671. 
  So, go dust off those 

dancing shoes, find your 
dancing attire, and be ready 
for a fun evening. 

To dance or not to dance
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