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BY PAULA BENSON,

The Vermont Journal

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – New 
shop owner, and 14-year 
Plymouth resident, Al Ba-
ran’s New York accent sur-
faced on occasion as he ran 
through his story leading 
up to the decision to pur-
chase the Salt Ash Inn, a 
200-year-old inn in Plym-
outh, Vt., when he was 27 
years old.
  Like many homes in Ver-

mont, the inn has a rich his-
tory. In the 1830s, the main 
building was a stagecoach 
stop, later a general store, 
and at one point a post of-
fice. Prior to 1797, the town 
of Plymouth was called 
Saltash, and the area of 
town where the Salt Ash Inn 
sits was known as Plymouth 
Union, an inspiration for 
the name of the dispensary, 
Green Union.
  Baran, or “Al,” as he pre-

fers to be called, recounted 
his early career working 
for a video game company, 
and said he was the kind 
of kid who enjoyed taking 
stuff apart and putting it 
back together. His favorite 
book was “The Way Things 
Work” by David Maccaulay 
and Neil Ardley; a collec-
tion of diagrams of everyday 
machines and the science 
behind their operation. 
  This knack for figuring 

things out was what kept 
him going after buying the 
Salt Ash Inn in 2009, just 
two years before Hurricane 
Irene caused serious dam-
age to the property, and to 
much of the town of Plym-
outh. After some lucky 
encounters with friends, 
including a random run-in 
with an electrician that led 
to the quick installation of a 
new generator, Al was able 
to push forward toward re-
opening.

  Now 41, Al admits he 
was younger than prob-
ably most people who take 
the leap into historic home 
ownership in rural Ver-
mont. But, he said, “I was 
tired of the city. I wanted 
to live life, instead of work-
ing so much.” He claims he 
doesn’t mind tackling most 
of the maintenance proj-
ects on his own, includ-
ing painting, repairs, and 
plumbing, and relies on his 
friends for help. 
  He looked back fondly on 

his early years in Vermont, 
saying he “spent as many 
days on the mountain as 
possible.” That was the rea-
son he moved to the state, 
and at that time, he felt 
he was already “living the 
dream.”
  Things changed again 

when in February 2020, 
Al contracted what wasn’t 
yet identified as Covid-19 
but looking back he knows 

that’s what he had. “When I 
tell you it felt like I was run 
over by a truck… I couldn’t 
get out of bed for six days.”
  On March 14, 2020, the 

Salt Ash Inn’s Facebook 
post read, “We will be clos-
ing after our current guests 
depart in the morning. All 
guests with upcoming res-
ervations will be contacted. 
Stay safe.” Al closed-up 
shop in every way possible 
and waited out the pandem-
ic, and it wasn’t until Dec. 
2021 that he started renting 
the house again. This time 
leasing the whole space to 
large groups, rather than in-
dividual room rentals.
  As Vermont headed to-

ward the legalization of rec-
reational marijuana sales, 
Al saw another opportu-
nity. He was someone who 
had been growing and us-
ing marijuana legally under 
Vermont Bill H.511, and 
he researched every detail 

and regulation required to 
open a dispensary. He ulti-
mately decided to renovate 
the inn’s old carriage house, 
a space adjacent to the Salt 
Ash which was being used 
as an apartment at the time.
  Al has a lot of gratitude 

toward his adopted home 
state of Vermont, and the 
Town of Plymouth, and 
has been meticulous in fol-
lowing the state and local 
Cannabis Control Board 
stipulations. He is currently 
waiting on his manufactur-
ing license, which will al-
low him to work with area 
farmers to create a line of 
THC infused products. “I 
was given an opportunity 
by the state, and I want to 
share that opportunity with 
others.”
  Al grows much of the can-

nabis flower he sells, and, 
per state regulations, all 
product is locally sourced. 
Though he can’t officially 

use the term organic, there 
are no chemicals involved 
in the process. Al has a staff 
of loyal employees/friends 
who seem to do everything 
from running the cash reg-
ister, to trimming marijua-
na plants, to painting walls.
  He talked about the tax 

revenue for the state, and 
how for small towns like 
Plymouth, that could be a 
real benefit. As of Novem-
ber 2022, Vermont officials 
reported the state collected 
$329,231 in excise tax from 
cannabis, with retail sales 
beginning Oct. 1.
  There are those who op-

pose the sale of recreational 
marijuana across Vermont, 
and Al said he’d antici-
pated more of his custom-
ers would be out-of-town 
visitors. He was pleasantly 
surprised to see locals come 
into the shop. “I feel like I’m 
bringing a service to the 
town, and that feels good.”

Green Union cannabis dispensary opens

BY IAN BARD,

The Vermont Journal

LUDLOW, Vt. – This past 
Sunday, Jan. 29, the Ludlow, 
Plymouth, and Proctorsville 
Fire Departments and the 
Ludlow Ambulance gath-
ered for a cold water rescue 
training. 
  The members of the four 

departments met first at the 
Ludlow Fire Station to go 
over the different equipment 
of each department and how 
to use it in the event of mu-
tual aid calls between the 

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 

Cynthia Gubb, chair of 
the Mountain Towns 
Housing Project (MTHP) 
Fundraising Committee 
is excited to announce 
that the Bob Perry Lane 
project has raised suffi-
cient funds to order the 
house panel system from 
LaValley’s in Ludlow. 
Gubb commented, “This 
is perfect timing for the 

towns. The members dis-
cussed the protocol for dif-
ferent situations involving 
someone falling through the 
ice or being in open water 
during the winter. 
  The group then went to 

Lake Pauline to practice 
drills on the ice. Mem-
bers from the departments 
donned specially made wa-
terproof suits and took turns 
as both the rescuer and vic-
tim. Each department was 
in possession of an ice/water 
sled designed for these sorts 
of procedures. The rescuer 

project. Placing the order 
now will ensure that the 
panel system will be con-
structed over the next three 
months and be ready for 
delivery this spring.” Gubb 
continued, “In addition to 
the couple who donated the 
land for the project, we are 
incredibly grateful to over 
seventy individual donors, 
organizations, founda-
tions, and businesses who 

would be in their waterproof 
suit attached by a rope to the 
sled they are on as well as to 
the main land before going 
out on the ice or swimming 
through the open water 
towards the victim. Once 
close enough they would se-
cure the victim to the same 
rope they were tethered to 
and would position them 
onto the sled. Using hand 
signals they would signal 
to the crew on the shore to 
pull them in using the main 
rope. From there the ambu-
lance crew would have the 

have made a gift to make 
this project happen. That 
includes local contractors 
such as Hunter Excavating, 
Homestead Landscaping, 
Wadsworth Design Build, 
Frost Wells & Pumps, and 
Jamaica Cottage Shop, who 
have pledged services to 
help complete the project.” 
For a complete list of donors 

main charge of securing the 
patients health. The mem-
bers from the department 
took turns practicing on the 
different equipment each 
department had. 
  Everyone at the training 

was glad for the opportunity 
to practice these necessary 
skills together, and thank-
ful for the Ludlow residents 
who allowed the use of their 
property for the drills.
  The four departments 

want to remind everyone to 
stay safe and treat all ice as 
unsafe ice.

Fire and Ice

Mountain Towns Housing 
Project reaches milestone

LUDLOW, VT. – Scientists 
from the New Hampshire 
Academy of Science (NHAS) 
in Lyme, N.H. recently acted 
as guest teachers at the Ex-
peditionary School at Black 
River (ESBR). The learn-
ing opportunities facilitated 
by Dr. Peter Faletra and Dr. 
Alyson Michael are part of 
an initiative to expose and 
help launch students in rural 
Vermont into science, tech-
nology, engineering, math, 
and medicine career path-
ways (STEMM). In addition 
to completing several unique 
demonstrations that served 
as introductions to various 
fields and methods of scien-
tific research, students also 
practiced soft skills that are 
crucial in any workspace, in-
cluding collaboration, atten-
tion to detail, and analytical 
thinking.
  In one memorable activ-

ity that involved these skills, 
students used micropipettes 
and colored liquid to make 
pixel art on petri dishes. This 
activity challenged them to 
learn how to use a precise 
scientific tool and become 
comfortable with it within 
an hour of it being first intro-
duced. Even when they were 
working separately, students 
collaborated to discover the 
best techniques for using the 
micropipettes and learned 
from each other’s experi-
ences. 
  After the NHAS visit, 

students expressed interest 
in several STEMM-related 
professions, such as veteri-

nary medicine and science 
journalism. Mackenzie Ken-
nedy, an eighth grader at 
ESBR, said that the NHAS 
visit “made me more excited” 
about STEMM careers. She 
was awed by the visual as-
pect of the demonstrations, 
such as the vivid pink of the 
acid titration they performed 
in the morning, but also en-
joyed the practical applica-
tions of what she learned. “I 
am interested in engineering 
and making things by engi-
neering them, so I would like 
that aspect of a STEMM ca-
reer. I love the thrill of learn-
ing new things.” 
  Encouraging this passion 

for learning is an essential 
part of ESBR’s mission to 
change students’ relation-
ship with their education. By 
focusing on applied learn-
ing opportunities, ESBR is 
designed so that students 
are the drivers of how they 

learn and who 
they aspire to 
be. Through an 
emerging part-
nership with 
NHAS, ESBR’s 
leadership team 
is committed to 
working towards 
the goal of in-
novating educa-
tion and expos-
ing students to 
the jobs of the 
future. ESBR 
is planning to 
host an NHAS-
powered sci-
ence camp this 
summer at the 

school’s brick-and-mortar 
location in Ludlow, Vt. In 
addition, ESBR’s partner-
ship with NHAS positions 
them for a variety of grant 
opportunities, which will 
help sustain the school’s 
impact. 
  Please join ESBR for an 

open house at 43 Main 
St. in Ludlow, Vt., where 
students will be showcas-
ing other aspects of their 
learning, on Thursday, 
March 2, from 6:30-8:30 
p.m.
  For additional infor-

mation about this emerg-
ing partnership between 
ESBR and NHAS, con-
tact Kendra Rickerby, the 
Head of School, at krick-
erby@esblackriver.org.

  Written by Lorien 
Strange, ESBR Class of 
2025.

NHAS at ESBR

LUDLOW, Vt. – Wind-
sor County Youth Servic-
es (WCYS) is excited to 
announce our 28th year 
of operation. WCYS was 
founded by the late Viola 
Wynne, a teacher and 
drug and alcohol thera-
pist, who had a vision to 
provide short-term shel-
ter for run-away youth 
or those who, for one 
reason or another, sim-
ply were not able to live 
with their families. Thus 
in 1995 “Mountainside 
House” was established 
to house eight youth 
from Windsor County 
who were experiencing a 
crisis in their living situ-
ation. 

  An important component 
of the residents’ program is 
community service. They 
genuinely look forward to 
and enjoy the opportunities 
they have working on proj-
ects within the community. 
These community outreach 
experiences, which give 
the residents a chance to 
interact with people out-
side the houses, certainly 
benefit both them and the 
sponsoring organizations. 
Over the years, they have 
enjoyed working at the Ro-
tary Chili Cook off, Green 
Up Day, and on projects at 
Fletcher Memorial Library 
and Black River Good 
Neighbors. They are eager 
to offer their assistance to 

additional programs and 
projects. 
  A transitional living pro-

gram was added for older 
teens that have aged out of 
the regular program but 
still needed support. An in-
dependent living arrange-
ment was created in each of 
the houses, whereby emerg-
ing adults could continue to 
get support while working 
at a job and learning how to 
live on their own. 
  If you have a need, wish 

to make a contribution, or 
are interested in becoming 
a part of the dedicated staff 
at WCYS, please feel free 
to contact Jackie Hanlon, 
Executive Director, at 802-
228-6880.

Supporting Vermont youth 
for 27 years

Rescue demonstration at the Ludlow Fire Department.
PHOTO BY PROCTORSVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT

ESBR students working with NHAS.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Rick Strobl
Income Tax Preparation

Affordable • Experienced • Accurate • Direct Deposit
Now Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Specializing in: “Personal 1040” “Self Employed” 
“Rental Properties” “Small Businesses”

Springfield, VT Claremont, NH
Call for Appointment: 802-299-5121

JOIN OUR TEAM!

Walpole, NH

We are looking for a highly skilled, 
motivated and personable stylist 

who is dependable. 
Salary is based on experience 

and skill level. We offer holiday and 
vacation pay for full time employees. 

If you would like to grow with us 
please contact Michelle 

603-313-9082

Walpole Village 
SALON

At Brattleboro Hearing Center your  

hearing healthcare is our top priority.

Our Doctors of Audiology keep up with the

latest technology and our research-driven

practices provide the best possible outcomes

in the treatment of hearing loss. We’re proud

to offer personalized, patient-centered care.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Brattleboro, VT • 802-254-3922

Swanzey, NH • 603-354-3325
Greenfield, MA • 413-773-5119

www.BrattleboroHearing.com

• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CLASSIC EDGE
TITANIUM HDX

Mfr’s Rated Heat Output 

Capacity –
150,000-400,000 BTU/hr

Includes 25 Year Warranty

New England Outdoor Furnace
877 John Stark Highway • Newport, NH 03773

603-863-8818
neofnh.com

30% 
TAX CREDIT

Install a Classic Edge HDX or M255 PE model to 

claim a 30% tax credit, up to $2,000, on your federal 
income taxes the year of installation

Is 20 minutes of your time worth $2,000?

Please contact Wes Smith for detailswww.drchristopherfauver.com

802-885-3191
48 Main Street

Chester, VT

Like us on Facebook

Dr. Fauver offers Dental Implants!

Dental implants are artificial tooth roots that 
provide a permanent base for fixed, replacement 

teeth. They fit, feel, and function like natural teeth.

Make an 
appointment  

today to see if 
dental implants 

are right 
for you!

please visit the MTHP 
website at www.mountain-
townshousing.org.
  Now that the order can 

be placed for the shell, the 
family selection committee 
has begun working on the 
both the process and crite-
ria for applicants. More in-
formation will be available 
shortly. 
  While we have reached 

an intermittent goal, the 

Bob Perry Lane Project has 
not achieved its final fund-
raising goal by any means 
and the MTHP needs your 
support. If you would like 
to make a gift to support 
this project, please make 
your check payable to: 
Mountain Towns Housing 
Project and mail it to P.O. 
Box 538, Londonderry, VT 
05148. If you prefer, you 
can make a gift online by 
visiting the website of the 
Second Congregational 
Church at www.secure.
myvanco.com/YGY2/home 

then select the “Perry Lane 
Project.” You can also do-
nate to this project through 
the Community Fund for 
Londonderry; make your 
check payable to Commu-
nity Fund for Londonderry, 
note that it is for the “Perry 
Lane Project,” and mail it to 
P.O. Box 399, Londonderry, 
VT 05148. To sign up to 
volunteer to work on the 
site starting in the spring, 
visit the website and fill out 
the form or send an inquiry 
to mountaintownshous-
ing@gmail.com.

HOUSING
From Page 1

CHESTER, Vt. – Do you 
ever feel overwhelmed 
when you go to the grocery 
store? So many choices, 
so many ingredient lists to 
read. How do you know that 
what you’re buying is actual-
ly nourishing? That’s where 
the Weston Price Founda-
tion (WAPF) is helpful. It is 
dedicated to restoring nutri-
ent-dense food to the Amer-
ican diet through education, 
research, and activism.
  WAPF, with chapters 

worldwide, is dedicated to 
the wise and nourishing tra-

ditions of our ancestors.
  On Saturday, Feb. 11, 

from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
the Chester-Londonderry 
WAPF chapter invites you 
to attend its quarterly meet-
ing at Whiting Library at 
117 Main Street in Ches-
ter, Vt. The purpose of the 
gathering is to share infor-
mation about how to make 
wise choices for yourself 
and your family. After get-
ting-acquainted, Chapter 
Leader Vickie Master leads 
the group in a discussion of 
the featured articles in the 

fall 2022 issue of Wise 
Traditions, the quarterly 
journal of WAPF, which 
focuses on food, farming, 
and the healing arts. The 
journal is freely available 
at www.westonaprice.org. 
Click on “Journals” and 
scroll to “Fall 2022.”
  For more information 

and to register for the 
Feb. 11 meeting, contact 
Chester-Londonderry 
WAPF chapter leader Dr. 
Vickie Dubin Master at 
201-394-8792 or drvick-
ie@vickiemaster.com.

Weston Price 
Foundation discusses 
well-being

MOUNT HOLLY, Vt. – 

Some of your neighbors in 
Shrewsbury, Mount Holly, 
and Wallingford have begun 
to hold conversations about 
how to move forward with 
forming an organization 
referred to as a “village,” 
to help older adults stay in 
their homes, live indepen-
dently, and stay connected.
  Do you want to know 

more about the village to 
village network?
  We can send you the vid-

eo recording of the presen-
tation we attended given by 
Jeanne Hutchinson, direc-
tor of the Center on Aging 
at UVM’s Larner College of 
Medicine. Jeanne is also on 
the board for the Mt. Man-
sfield Villages in Vermont. 
We suggest you look this up 
online, it’s impressive what 
they are accomplishing.
  We invite you to send 

your email address to the 
person listed below for the 
town you live in, and we will 
send you the video record-
ing. There’s no cost, and no 
commitment, we want you 
to learn about what’s possi-
ble to create in our area. To 

make progress on it we 
are looking for more folks 
who would like to join 
this conversation. We 
would like to have equal 
representation from the 
different towns to meet 
as a steering committee 
as we continue to look to 
see if this is feasible for 
our joined communities.
  Please email your name 

to the following contacts, 
if you live in:
• Wallingford: to Sandy 

Eddy seddy@vermontel.
net.
• Mount Holly: to Kathy 

Leber kleber@vermontel.
net.
• Shrewsbury: to Vicky 

Arthur singtolive57@
gmail.com.

Village to Village network

GET YOUR

LOCAL NEWS
WITH US!
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LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
January meeting of the 
GFWC Okemo Valley 
Women’s Club was held 
on Monday, Jan. 9 at the 
Black River Valley Senior 
Center in Ludlow, Vt.
  The speaker for the 

meeting was our own 
Rhonda P. Lathrop, CFP, 
CSRIC, CEPA Wealth 
Management Advisor. 
Rhonda works for Mer-
rill, a Bank of America 
company. She discussed 
insurance, long term 
care, investment trends, 
volatility, and how the 
past periods can lead to 
market revival. Rhon-
da was able to give the 
membership a clear and 

insightful look at the cur-
rent investment situation 
with advice to guide inves-
tors to plan for the present 
and future.
  Following Rhonda’s pre-

sentation, a business meet-
ing was held to review last 
year’s projects and fund-
raising. New community 
projects were discussed in 
addition to ongoing proj-
ects such as the Trees of Re-
membrance and the annual 
fundraising bake sale to be 
held Feb. 17 at the Shaw’s 
Plaza in Ludlow. The Tree 
of Remembrance will con-
tinue to be lit through the 
end of January. Donations 
may be sent to Chairwoman 
Fran Derlinga at 29 Clear-

water Drive, Grantham, NH 
03753, or Treasurer Joyce 
Washburn at 1 Washburn 
Lane, Ludlow, VT 05149.
  The next meeting of 

the GFWC Okemo Valley 
Women’s Club will be held 
Monday, Feb. 13. Anyone 
interested in attending may 
contact Membership Chair-
woman Suzanne Garvey at 
802-236-4341, President 
Penny Trick at 802-975-
0313, or any member.
 GFWC is the General Fed-

eration of Women’s Clubs, 
an international women’s 
organization dedicated to 
community improvement 
by enhancing the lives of 
others through volunteer 
services.

Okemo Valley Women’s 
Club January meeting

CHESTER, Vt. – Feb-
ruary is National Library 
Lovers Month and Whit-
ing Library is sharing lots 
of love and kindness. A 
donation to the Whit-
ing Library will give you 
a heart to hang in the 
Library Lovers exhibit 
and a chance to share 
why you love your lo-
cal library, books, and 
community. What is not 
to love about the public 
library, especially with 
all the new programs for 
kids and adults being of-
fered in February?
  To reflect the love back 

to the community, the 
library is offering library 
amnesty to all patrons 
past and present. Any 
past dues and fees are 
gone. If you haven’t been 
into the library in a few 
years, we would love for 
you to return and enjoy 
all the joys of being a li-
brary patron. The library 
went fine free in 2022 

and we want to extend that 
to the past to offer a clean 
slate to any who need it. 
  Let’s cover the library 

with love all month long 
as we celebrate Black His-
tory Month and National 
Random Acts of Kind-
ness. Black History Month 
is an annual celebration 
of achievements by black 
Americans and a time for 
recognizing their central 
role in U.S. history; a histo-
ry that should be celebrated 
all-year-round gets a special 
highlight this month in our 
library’s collection.
  The library is now offer-

ing tech help by appoint-
ment. Need some extra help 
getting started with eRead-
ers, our Libby reading app, 
learning to use your new 
phone, or creating a flyer? 
Sign up for some extra one 
on one help with our library 
director on Tuesdays. Just 
call or email the library to 
let her know what you need 
and to set up your appoint-

ment. 
  The youth services li-

brary is hosting two new 
weekly free playgroups, 
providing caregivers and 
young children opportuni-
ties to socialize and have 
fun in a child friendly envi-
ronment. Held on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays at 10 a.m, 
these drop in play groups 
will be a valuable resource 
in the community for 
young families to connect 
and for children to explore 
the power of play. Caregiv-
ers with young children are 
always encouraged to come 
to the library for story hour 
with our Youth Services Li-
brarian, Carrie Roy King, 
weekly on Fridays at 11 a.m. 
  Whiting Library is look-

ing forward to offering you 
quality programming all 
winter long. Find out more 
information about both 
children and adults on our 
website, www.whitinglib-
rary.org or by calling 802-
875-2277.

Library Lovers Month
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HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, past President 
of Chester Historical 
Society, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
ronpatch27@gmail.com
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BLACK RIVER GOOD 

NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149

Hours: Monday-Friday, 

10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     

www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                              

Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 

Monday - Friday.   Excludes Holidays

SHRIMP & 
SCALLOPS

BROILED 
OR FRIED

$2000

JR. PRIME 
RIB

$1600

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

All Meals are Served with 

House Salad, Caesar Salad, 

or Veggie of the Day

11:45-9 Mon-Sat and 12-8 Sun

Now Taking Reservations

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

802-228-5774

➢ Have you evaluated all expenses & fees from your 

    investments?

➢ Are your assets protected from risk?                                                  

➢ How is your portfolio performance compared to 

    indexes in 2022?

➢ Will your financial plan lead you toward a 

    comfortable retirement?

Member FINRA/SIPC

Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Call today for a Second Opinion, it’s easy!

WE ARE HIRING! 

PM Dishwasher, Lead Line Cook, and Prep Cook

Competitive salary, dynamic benefits, positive 

work culture, and operational stability. 

Come join our work family!

Call 989-233-5807  or Email chef@thewestonvt.com

LAWN MOWING, SNOWPLOWING AND SANDING

802-869-2905    802-289-1508

DAN

AQUA AID  

SYSTEMS

SOLVING HARD WATER, IRON, BLUE STAINING, RADON, AND ARSENIC 

PROBLEMS IN THE CENTRAL VT AND NH AREA SINCE 1984
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  Well here we are in 
February. When I was 
a boy, an optimist’s sign 
of spring was when sap 
buckets appeared in Feb-
ruary. Of course winters 
were much colder then, 
with mountains of snow.
  Danny Clemons did 

some sugaring when he 
was young at Don Far-
rar’s on Crow Hill. Dan-
ny said Herman Briggs 
and Danny’s father, Bill, 
helped Don sugaring. 
Danny’s memory fades 
with time but there may 
have been others. Below 
is what Danny remem-
bers about those days.
  Danny lived on First 

Avenue. After school, he 
came home, changed his 
clothes, and walked up to 
Crow Hill Farm to gather 
sap. The snowbanks were 
very high and climbing 
over them to get to a ma-
ple tree was a workout.
  First, of course, was 

to tap the tree. Then tap 
a sap spout into the hole 
he bored. Next hang a 
bucket with metal cover. 
Larger maple trees could 
have four or more buck-
ets thereon.
  They would begin 

down by Walter Tur-
co’s, and hang buckets 
along the road all the 
way up to Don’s. Danny 

described gathering sap. 
Climb up over the snow-
bank, through crotch deep 
snow, to empty the sap 
buckets. Danny carried a 
metal gathering pail. The 
gathering pail maybe held 
four gallons. It was round 
and tapered smaller at the 
top. The gathering pail 
had a metal flange around 
the top. This tapered pail 
with flange around the top 
helped prevent spilling sap, 
as it sloshed around.
  Don had a tractor with a 

trailer. On the trailer was a 
large gathering tank. Trip 
after trip was made, over 
the snowbanks, with the 
gathering pail to collect sap. 
The sap was then poured 
into the gathering tank on 
the trailer.
  Several would gather sap. 

As the tractor moved for-
ward, those who emptied 
their gathering pails would 
walk ahead to the next tree.
  Don, Bill, and Her-

man worked in Don’s 
sugar house boiling. Huge 
amounts of wood were con-
sumed. Danny recalls the 
evaporator as being large. 
The front pan was maybe 
four feet square. The rear 
pan was maybe 4 feet x 10 
feet.
  If the sap ran well the men 

would boil till midnight. 
Some days, the sap ran so 

fast, that they gathered sap 
twice. Everyone took turns 
watching the evaporator 
and feeding wood into the 
arch. 
  Don sold the maple 

syrup. Proceeds were di-
vided amongst Don, Bill, 
and Herman, based on how 
much time they had invest-
ed. Danny might have been 
paid a few dollars. They 
were also given syrup to 
take home.
  Clean up was another 

laborious job. Sap buckets 
had to be taken down. Each 
man wore a nail apron tied 
around his waist. Using 
the claws of a hammer the 
spout was extracted from 
the tree and dropped into 
the nail bag.
  The sap buckets needed 

to be scrubbed clean before 
they were put away for next 
year. They were stacked, 
upside down, in piles one 
on top of the other. Next, 
the evaporator pans were 
cleaned and placed upside 
down on top of the arch to 
prevent dust and dirt col-
lecting in the pans.

  Harry Chapman
  The photo with this ar-

ticle was taken by Harry 
Chapman of Windham. 
Notice the team of horses 
drawing a heavy work sled. 
On the sled is a large gath-
ering tank. You can see a 

man pouring 
sap into the 
gathering tank. 
In the back-
ground you can 
see two other 
men next to an-
other sled with 
gathering tank. 
The man in 
the foreground 
empties a sap 
bucket into his 
gathering pail. 
His dog poses for the cam-
era. It’s an excellent photo-
graph.
  Harry Chapman lived in 

Windham and was a prolif-
ic photographer. Chapman 
produced over a thousand 
different postcard views 
during his life. Danny and I 
seek out his postcards.
  He died in 1967 at 91 years 

old and rests in Windham 
Cemetery next to town hall. 
From Chapman’s obituary:  

“Mr. Chapman, born in Ha-
nover, Maine, Aug. 5, 1875, 
was about three years of age 
when his family moved to 
Windham. Besides carry-
ing on a poultry business 
for many years he became 
well known as a commer-
cial photographer.
  He served two terms in 

the House as representative 
from Windham and was 
a member of that town’s 
Board of Listers for a num-

ber of years. He was a 
member of the Wind-
ham Congregational 
Church…”
  I remember old Ver-

monters having apple 
pie with a slice of sharp 
cheese for breakfast. 

  This week’s old say-
ing is from Lee Kendall: 
“Apple pie without the 
cheese is like a hug with-
out the squeeze.” 

Sugaring in the old days

Vermont Sugar Makers Gathering Sap.
PHOTO BY HARRY CHAPMAN, PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 
The Vermont Everyone Eats 
(VEE) program is a feder-
ally funded, short-term 
pandemic recovery initia-
tive created to help restau-
rants, farmers, and eaters 
through the acute economic 
challenges of the Covid pan-
demic. The program, which 
began on Aug. 1, 2020, will 
end on March 31, 2023. 
VEE Hubs have distributed 
approximately 3.5 million 
meals throughout all 14 
counties, generating more 
than $34 million in revenue 
for participating restaurants.
  “This extraordinary pro-

gram has shown us first-

hand how well the multipli-
er effect can work to stretch 
federal dollars to benefit 
many more people when a 
program spans multiple sec-
tors. Addressing food secu-
rity, economic development, 
and agricultural resilience 
with a single federal dollar 
is unprecedented. We need 
to see more programs like 
this,” said SEVCA Interim 
Executive Director Kathleen 
Devlin.
  With collaborative sup-

port from the Agency of 
Commerce and Communi-
ty Development, Agency of 
Human Services, Agency of 
Agriculture Food and Mar-

kets, Vermont Emergency 
Management, and over $42 
million in federal FEMA 
funding supplemented with 
a $1.3 million allocation 
from the state legislature, 
this program has provided 
free restaurant-prepared 
meals to Vermonters in need 
of food assistance across the 
state while also providing a 
stabilizing source of income 
for Vermont restaurants 
negatively impacted by the 
pandemic, and conveying 
economic support to Ver-
mont farmers and food pro-
ducers.
  “This emergency pro-

gram played a key role in 

providing meals to house-
holds while providing stable 
income for Vermont res-
taurants, farmers, and food 
producers during the uncer-
tain times of the Covid pan-
demic,” said Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development Commission-
er Josh Hanford. 
  VEE has raised awareness 

of gaps in the existing sys-
tems addressing food inse-
curity in the state as well as 
the ongoing business chal-
lenges faced by Vermont 
restaurants and farmers in 
our seasonally driven state 
economy. Using this pro-
gram as a model, partners 

will continue to work to-
gether to identify sustain-
able long-term solutions to 
address ongoing food secu-
rity and economic needs.
  “Hunger, a solvable prob-

lem, still exists. While VEE 
is coming to a close, collab-
orative action will continue 
across Vermont to ensure 
the dignity of enough nour-
ishing food for all,” said Ver-
mont Foodbank CEO and 
VEE Statewide Task Force 
member John Sayles
  An average of 35% of meal 

ingredients, far exceeding 
the program’s 10% local in-
gredient minimum, have 
been purchased from Ver-

mont farmers and food pro-
ducers, providing over $3.5 
million in revenue. This 
program has benefited over 
700 restaurants, farms, food 
producers, hubs, and distri-
bution partners through-
out the state’s 14 counties 
since its inception and will 
continue to distribute an 
average of 25,000 meals 
per week to food insecure 
individuals across Vermont 
until the program ends on 
March 31, 2023.
  For more information on 

the program or how to re-
ceive a meal, visit the Ver-
mont Everyone Eats website 
at www.vteveryoneeats.org.

Vermont Everyone Eats program will end March 31

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 
Energy Works invites you to 
join the green economy with 
a free weatherization train-
ing Feb. 27 through March 
10. 
  In partnership with SEV-

CA, Energy Works is offer-
ing a no-cost weatherization 
technical training that can 
help you start a career and 
earn $20/hour, or more, 
with great benefits. There 
will be an introduction to 
weatherization science, 
and the tools and materials 
needed. You will be trained 
for industry credentials such 
as OSHA-10, CPR, First Aid 
and AED certifications. 
There will be opportunities 
to speak with employers and 
shadow potential jobs. 
  There are travel and child-

care stipends available 
while training.
  For more information 

contact Jeff Nerney at 
jnerney@vtadultlearning.
org or call 802-779-0057. 

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Fletcher Memorial Li-
brary’s “Love Your Li-
brary” Auction begins 
Feb. 2 at 12 a.m. and ends 
Feb. 16 at 6 p.m. We have 
over 75 items for you to 
peruse, and more added 
daily up until 11 p.m. 
Feb. 1. If you would like 
to come into the library, 
any staff member is 

happy to assist you to view 
what is up for bid online. 
  Please join us Feb. 16 

from 4-6 p.m. for any last 
minute bidding frenzy in 
house, to see the items and 
enjoy your community. 
Again, staff will be avail-
able to assist you with on-
line bidding until 6 p.m. We 
will have light refreshments 
featuring Pop’s Biscotti & 

Chocolates. 
  So many items too many 

to list – please check them 
out at www.32auctions.
com/FML23.
  Beginning Monday, Jan. 

30, we will have most items 
on display in the library. 
There is still something nice 
about seeing the items in 
person. We are thrilled with 
the donations received. All 

are posted and available for 
the online auction preview 
running now. 
  Many, many thanks to all 

that have donated to our 
library fundraiser. Without 
your support we would not 
be able to offer all the en-
hanced services presently 
available. Hope to see you 
Feb. 16. Remember, bid 
high and bid often.

Weatherization 
Training starting 
Feb. 27

“Love Your Library” Auction
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Dear Editor, 

  Our 2023 legislative ses-
sion is off to a fast start. 
Only two and a half weeks 
into the session and we’ve 
already passed our first bill 
(H.42 which extends remote 
options for town meetings 
and the open meeting law). 
Committees are meeting 
and being brought up to 
speed on the reports they 
have requested and the is-
sues in their jurisdictions. 
New legislators are settling 
in and beginning to feel at 
home. All the committees 
are meeting with our execu-
tive branch partners, those 
running Vermont’s agencies 
and departments and who 
are responsible for turning 
our work into reality. And, 
after a two-and-a-half-year 
hiatus, our first Farmer’s 
Night performance took 
place on Wednesday Jan. 18. 
The Statehouse is humming 
with productive energy.
  It is always surprising to 

realize how short our leg-
islative session is, and al-
ways impressive to see how 
much we get accomplished 
in a relatively short time. 
We only meet for about four 
and a half months, January 
through mid-May. As a re-
sult, there is a huge amount 
of pressure to make the 
most of every moment. We 
go into each session with 
a fairly clear notion of our 
priorities. This year the Sen-
ate Democrats identified cli-
mate change, housing, work-
force, family care (childcare, 
paid family leave, and fur-
ther protection of reproduc-

tive rights), and health care 
(mental health and sub-
stance abuse) as our top pri-
orities for new action. These 
priorities help guide us 
through our work and keep 
us on track. Inevitably, other 
priorities surface as commit-
tees address the challenges 
we face. House and Senate 
leadership work together to 
identify which chamber is 
taking the lead on an issue, 
as time is short and duplicat-
ing effort is unproductive. 
One of my jobs as majority 
leader is to help deliver on 
the priorities identified by 
our constituents and by our 
Senate Democratic Caucus.
  The first year of this bi-

ennium holds policy op-
portunities that the second 
year doesn’t. Any changes to 
election law must be made 
this year, as they can’t be 
enacted in an election year. 
As a result, we’ll probably 
see several bills on election 
subjects ranging from rank 
choice voting to campaign 
finance to party related is-
sues. Also, while a consti-
tutional amendment can be 
introduced any time during 
this biennium, it is wise to 
get most of the work on it 
done in the first year. Once 
the Senate has passed an 
amendment, it’s wording 
cannot be changed in the 
House. So, it is important 
that anything the Senate 
passes has House support 
and that each chamber has 
time to consider something 
so consequential.
  This session, the Senate 

will be taking the lead on 
housing. As a result, in one 
of my committees, Senate 
Economic Development, 
Housing and General Af-

fairs, we are already at 
work on a housing bill. 
Having allocated about 
$400 million in the last 
biennium on a wide 
range of housing needs, 
this year we hope to con-
tinue our work reducing 
barriers to housing de-
velopment in our down-
towns and village centers. 
We want to continue to 
invest significant sums 
to incentivize bring-
ing more housing units 
back into use through 
the VHIP/VT Housing 
Improvement Program. 
This program, along with 
the incentive to develop 
accessory dwelling units 
and to expand our home 
share options, is consid-
ered the ‘low hanging 
fruit’ of housing. These 
are opportunities that 
are already getting more 
housing on the market 
faster and more easily 
than major new housing 
projects.
  I appreciate hearing 

from you. I can be reached 
by email aclarkson@leg.
state.vt.us or by phone at 
the Statehouse (Tuesday-
Friday) 802-828-2228 
or at home (Saturday-
Monday) 802- 457-4627. 
To get more information 
on the Vermont Legis-
lature, and the bills that 
have been proposed and 
passed, visit the legislative 
website www.legislature.
vermont.gov.

Sincerely, 
Alison Clarkson
Vermont State Senator, 

Majority Leader
Windsor County Dis-

trict

Dear Editor,

  Legislative Update for 
Windsor-Windham Dis-
trict.
  The energy in the state-

house on Jan. 4 was pal-
pable. Children, grand-
children, friends, and 
family joined legislators 
in the house chamber as 
we were sworn in. One 
of my daughters joined 
me for the big day. I felt 
honored to be represent-
ing the communities of 
Athens, Chester, Grafton, 
and Windham. 
  Within days commit-

tee assignments were 
made. I was pleased to 
be assigned to the Com-
merce and Economic 
Development Commit-
tee (CEDC) where I feel 
my experience running a 

small business and serving 
on VEPC will be put to good 
use.
  The second and third 

weeks have been spent be-
coming familiar with the 
landscape of the statehouse 
and learning about vari-
ous aspects of state govern-
ment. Representatives from 
the judiciary to corrections 
to non-profit organizations 
have appeared before the 
CEDC to introduce them-
selves and talk about their 
work. As the session pro-
gresses, we will hear testi-
mony from these agencies 
and others about legislation 
as it is introduced. Also 
in the coming weeks, the 
CEDC and the House as a 
whole will be reviewing the 
Governor’s proposed budget 

adjustments. Already, sever-
al bills have been introduced 
affecting child care, parental 
leave, and shield laws, which, 
if passed, will have a big im-
pact on the day to day lives 
of Vermonters. As these bills 
and others progress through 
committees and the house I 
will keep you apprised.
  This promises to be a busy 

(and interesting) legislative 
session.
  I look forward to hearing 

from you with any thoughts 
on proposed legislation and 
to address any concerns you 
may have.
  Thank you and please 

keep in touch.

Sincerely,
Heather Chase
Chester, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  Today I read an ar-
ticle about a woman’s 
body that was found in 
a dumpster. It turns out 
it looks as if the woman 
died of natural causes, 
what wasn’t natural, or 
perhaps it was, she was 
sleeping in the dump-
ster when she died. I was 
outraged that “we” allow 
this to happen.
  This incident brought 

back memories of a 
woman I knew years ago. 
This woman had some 
cognitive thinking is-
sues. She owned a house 
before the state con-
demned it, she owned a 
car, held a job, and had 
an adult son. She had 
been offered suggestions 
from many on ways to 
save her house from 

condemnation; she was not 
capable of understanding 
or acting upon these sug-
gestions. She was eventu-
ally found dead in her car; 
she was relatively young. I 
was outraged for the same 
reason when I learned of 
her death and its circum-
stances.
  So today, armed with my 

renewed outrage over these 
two incidents, I decided 
that I must do something 
about the lack of human-
ity our society shows to the 
homeless. Then I realized I 
needed to order a hand held 
showerhead for my second 
bathroom, then I real-
ized what the problem was 
with our society, too many 
showerheads to buy.
  Like the large part of the 

American population, I 

do not have an unlimited 
amount of money at my 
disposal, and if I did, I don’t 
know how much I could do 
for the good people caught 
up in homelessness.
  I do not believe BIG gov-

ernment is the answer to all 
the problems of the people, 
but I do think municipali-
ties, counties, and district 
representatives should take 
a larger and more active 
role in finding answers, 
along with all who are out-
raged. Remember, some of 
these same homeless people 
once paid taxes that helped 
pay for community servic-
es, why shouldn’t we now 
give them a hand back up

Sincerely,
Ken Cooper
Ludlow, Vt. 

Dear Editor,

  Recently, I noticed that 
long, heavy logs were be-
ing hauled down Davis 
Road from the top of Dry 
Hill. Larry Lynds opined 
that “no permits are re-
quired in Plymouth for 
logging.” The Vermont 
Agency for Natural Re-
sources published a 52-
page book that explains 
the rules and regulations. 
With the understanding 
that Cappellini and Was-
ilaukus are pulling logs 
legally, I’d like to know 
how, exactly, do they get 

these logs down to Dublin 
Road over the 1,200-plus 
feet that belongs to the 
Town of Plymouth? Who 
will rebuild the town’s road 
when the Davis Road cul-
vert collapses or the road 
slides away during mud 
season?
  And let’s get the “hir-

ing” problem cleared up. 
The two positions that the 
Plymouth voters approved 
as appointments by the se-
lectboard come with legal 
responsibilities, which are 
described in the Annotated 

Vermont Statutes. These 
professionals should be 
hired based on their abil-
ity to do their jobs. Their 
qualifications are more 
important than their per-
sonalities. How these pro-
fessionals will interact with 
the town’s elected and ap-
pointed officials matters lit-
tle if they don’t understand 
that they have mandatory 
duties.

Kind regards,
Nancy Kessling
Plymouth, Vt.

  Happy Birthday Dad

  My dad, Burt Mcallis-
ter, will be 84 on Feb. 5. 
If you know him or where 
he is, wish him a happy 

birthday.

Love always,
Babe
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WINDSOR, Vt. – Erna 
P. Abrahamovich, 90, 
passed away on Sunday, 
Jan. 22, 2023 at the Cedar 
Hill Health Care Center in 
Windsor, Vt.
  She was born on Feb. 23, 

1932 in Mannheim, Ger-
many to the late Peter and 
Elsa Braun.
  She endured life in Ger-

many during WWII, at 
times fleeing her home in 
the middle of the night to 
seek shelter in bunkers dur-
ing air raids.
  On June 6, 1952 she mar-

ried Walter Frank Abraha-
movich, he predeceased her 
in 2008.
  Erna worked at the Jones 

& Lamson Company for 
many years, and other 
small machine tool com-
panies before retiring from 
Imtec in Bellows Falls, Vt.
  Erna was a great cook 

and very family oriented, 
she was known for her Ger-
man tortes and cakes dur-
ing the holidays.
  She is survived by her 

son Paul Abrahamovich 
of Burlington, Vt and his 
wife Karen; son-in-law Jeff 
Brehme; grandchildren 
Tracey Austin, Michael 
Brehme, and Jeffrey Abra-
hamovich; great grand-
children Paige Austin, 
Payton Austin, Jackson 
Abrahamovich, and Lainey 
Christiansen; sister-in-law 
Sophie Townsend; nieces 
Sabine Ettler, Anna Cobb, 
Janina Grubor, and Anika 
Braun; nephew Ray Baker, 

as well as many other nieces 
and nephews.
  She was predeceased by 

her husband Walter, daugh-
ter Lisa Brehme, sister Irma 
Baker, and brothers Helmut 
Braun, Irwin Braun, and 
Walter Braun.
  A graveside service will 

take place in the Oakland 
Cemetery in Springfield, 
Vt. in the spring.
  The family would like to 

extend a special thank you 
to the staff at Cedar Hill 
Health Care Center and 
Bayada Home Healthcare 
for the wonderful care giv-
en to Erna.
  In lieu of flowers, dona-

tions can be made to Cedar 
Hill Entertainment Fund or 
Cedar Hill for Staff Appre-
ciation: Cedar Hill Health-
care Center, 49 Cedar Hill 
Drive, Windsor, VT 05089.
  Arrangements are un-

der the direction of the 
Davis Memorial Chapel in 
Springfield, Vt.

Erna Abrahamovich, 1932-
2023.

PHOTO PROVIDED

CHESTER, Vt. – On Jan. 
2, 2023 Evelyn J. (Eastman) 
Benware, 86, lost her battle 
with cancer at home sur-
rounded by her family. She 
was born Nov. 28, 1936 in 
North Springfield, Vt., the 
daughter of Chester and 
Ruth (Hoisington) Eastman.
  In 1956 Evelyn married 

the love of her life Henry E. 
Benware and they spent 66 
happy years together.
  She worked most of her 

life as a machinist, retiring 
from General Electric in 
Rutland, Vt.
  Evelyn enjoyed spending 

time at Lake Willoughby 
in Westmore, Vt., where 
she had been going since 
she was a little girl. She 
was a quiet person, enjoyed 
watching the birds in her 
yard, and enjoyed going for 
rides on nice summer days.
  Her greatest joy was her 

grandchildren Nichole Ben-
ware Bourdeu, Eric Ben-
ware, Ashly (Goss) Marden, 
Shaylah Reynolds Goss, 
Cailynn Goss, Trevor Olney, 

and her 14 great grandchil-
dren.
  She is survived by her hus-

band Henry; son and first-
born Michael A. Benware; 
daughters Tina R. (Ben-
ware) Goss and last child 
Lisa M. (Benware) Olney; 
seven grandchildren and 14 
great grandchildren.
  She was predeceased by 

her siblings Raymond, Glo-
ria, Dolly, Janice, and Joyce.
  A graveside service will be 

in the Oakland Cemetery in 
the spring.

Evelyn Benware, 1936-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CLAREMONT, N.H. – 

Homer G. Fletcher, 95, of 
Durham Ave. died peace-
fully on Sunday, Jan. 22, 
2023 with family by his side 
at The Pines Nursing and 
Rehab Center in Rutland, 
Vt., from complications 
suffered in a fall at home in 
Dec. 2022.
  A native and lifelong 

Claremont resident, he was 
born Aug. 9, 1927, son of 
Walter B. and Josephine 
(Barber) Fletcher.
  Homer graduated from 

Stevens H.S. in 1946 where 
he was a founding mem-
ber of the ski team and a 
clarinetist in the band and 
orchestra. His love of music 
led to becoming an Ameri-
can Band member where 
he met his future wife, Al-
ice Schriber, marrying June 
16, 1951.
  Following high school 

graduation, he served in 
the US Army, traveling 
the country as an Army 
Band member. Upon mili-
tary discharge, he attended 
Northampton (Mass.) Busi-
ness College, graduating in 
1949.
  After working several 

years for his family’s con-
struction company, he then 
utilized his business edu-
cation and great affection 
for people when becoming 
an agent for John Hancock 
Mutual Life Insurance 
Company, working for over 
30 years.
  Combining his passion 

for building construction 
and entrepreneurship, in 
1968, along with his wife, 
he founded and developed 
a vacation home commu-
nity on Crescent Lake that 
he continued to operate for 
50 years.
  Homer was known for his 

quick wit and positive atti-

tude. While devotion to his 
family was his first priority, 
he was an avid skier from 
childhood through his mid 
80’s. Happiest in nature, he 
also enjoyed golfing, wa-
terskiing, boating, hunting, 
and fishing. He was a life-
long member of the First 
United Methodist Church.
  He was predeceased by 

his wife Alice of 58 years 
in 2009 and six siblings. 
Surviving family includes 
his daughter, Sandra, and 
son, Gary, as well as several 
nephews.
  The family would like to 

thank the Visiting Angels 
caregivers, Rutland Region-
al Medical Center, and The 
Pines staff.
  A private graveside ser-

vice at Mountain View 
Cemetery will be held at a 
future date. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family suggests do-
nations may be made in his 
memory to Lucy Macken-
zie Humane Society (www.
lucymac.org) or a charity of 
one’s choice.
  Arrangements are with 

Stringer Funeral Homes 
and Crematorium, 146 
Broad St., Claremont, NH 
03743. To view an online 
memorial or send a private 
message of condolence, vis-
it www.stringerfh.com.

Homer Fletcher, 1927-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Eben C. Jewett died peace-
fully at his home on Jan. 20, 
2023. He was born in Salem, 
Mass. on August 4, 1938. 
The son of Ruth (Kimball) 
and Eben Jewett, he gradu-
ated from high school then 
served in the US Army for 
four years. Eben then lived 
in Middleton, Mass. until 
his retirement from Bos-
tik in 1993. He moved to 
Vermont where he lived 
with his brother Richard in 
Springfield.
  Eben was predeceased 

by his parents, his sister 
Elizabeth Oakes of Dan-
vers, Mass., and brother 
Richard Kimball Jewett 
of Springfield, Vt. He is 
survived by his sister El-
len Contois, nephews Da-
vid Oaks of Maryland and 
Zachary Jewett of Vermont, 
nieces Stephanie Oakes of 
Massachusetts and Jenni-
fer Jewett-Vankayalapati of 
Mississippi, and a number 
of great-nieces and great-
nephews.
  A private family service 

will be held at a later date. 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
William “Bill” Watkins, 74, 
passed away on Jan. 25, 2023 
at Springfield Hospital after 
a brief illness. Bill was born 
on Oct. 8, 1948 in Spring-
field, Vt. to the late George 
and Emma (Fuller) Watkins.
  He attended Springfield 

High School and started 
working at 14 years old 
helping his mom Emma 
with her rubbish removal 
route. This inspired him 
to open Watkins Rubbish 
Removal, which he owned 
and operated for almost 50 
years. He worked in the rub-
bish removal business for 60 
years, where he met so many 
people who he thoroughly 
enjoyed talking to through-
out the years. Sometimes his 
route would take him four 
hours and sometimes the 
same route would take him 
eight hours because he had a 
true passion of sharing sto-
ries with his loyal custom-
ers. 
  Bill’s generosity showed 

in his willingness to always 
lend a helping hand to 
friends and family. He was a 
modest man, but what mat-
tered most in life were his 
family, friends, and his pets. 

  Bill is survived by his 
loving brother John Wat-
kins and several nieces and 
nephews. He was also sur-
vived by his special friend 
Bill Kemp. He was prede-
ceased by siblings David, 
Roger, John, Arthur, Jessie, 
George, Isabelle, Dorothy, 
Horace, and Kenneth.
  A graveside service will 

take place at the Oakland 
Cemetery in Springfield, 
Vt. on Saturday May 13, 
at 2 p.m. In lieu of flowers, 
please make donations to 
The Springfield Humane 
Society.
  Davis Memorial Chapel 

is assisting with arrange-
ments.

William Watkins, 1948-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – Forrest 
E. Williams, “Dr. Joe,” was 
called home to his Lord 
and Savior on Jan, 28, 2023. 
He was home with his fam-
ily by his side under the 
excellent care of hospice 
services. Joe touched the 
lives and hearts of so many 
throughout his life. He was 
born and raised in Welling-
ton, Ohio, the son of Wil-
bur and Evelyn Williams, 
and was the second of six 
children. After high school, 
Joe pursued his medical ca-
reer in the U. S. Air Force, 
where he met his wife, 
Marlene Benham. Follow-
ing 20 years of service, the 
family moved to Bingham, 
Maine where they lived for 
six years until they moved 
back to Ludlow, Vt., where 
he worked as a physician’s 
assistant at both Chester 
and Ludlow Family Medi-
cine. Joe was known for his 
genuine compassion for all 
of his patients as well as his 
dedication to his faith, fam-
ily, and friends. His passion 
for the outdoors was prom-
inent and was passed on to 
all of his grandchildren. If 
you didn’t see him in the 
office, you could find him 
fishing on a lake or sitting 
on a stump in the woods. 
  Joe is survived by the 

love of his life of 56 years, 
Marlene Williams; his two 

daughters, Jolana Wash-
burn and Julie Hance; two 
son in laws Scott Washburn 
and Jeffrey Hance; four 
grandchildren Jacob Wash-
burn, Rebekah Washburn, 
Meekah Hance, and Kagan 
Hance; five brothers and 
sisters; several nieces and 
nephews; and his brothers 
and sisters in Christ from 
the Ludlow Baptist Church.
  All services will be at 

Ludlow Baptist Church. 
Calling hours on Friday, 
Feb. 3, 2023 from 6-9 p.m. 
Funeral will be on Satur-
day, Feb. 4, at 1 p.m. 
  In lieu of flowers, please 

send any donations to the 
VNH Dartmouth Hitch-
cock Health, 88 Prospect 
St., White River Junction, 
VT 05001. 

Forrest Williams, 2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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ASCUTNEY, VT.
Vision of Light Church of Spiritualism and Healing, 
P.O. Box 133, Windsor 
The Sunday service is at 10 a.m. with Lay Pastor Dawn 
Hancy via Zoom. Sign up for the Vision of Light newsletter 
and Zoom links on Facebook @VOLChurch.

Bow Baptist Church, 1102 Route 5, Weathersfield 
Bow
Sunday services are 10 a.m., 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. and 
Wednesday Bible Study and prayer at 7 p.m. For more 
information, call 802-546-4902. 

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
United Church of Bellows Falls, UCC, 8 School St.
Worship is held on Sundays at 10 a.m. Bible Study is 
Wednesdays at 2 p.m.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H.
Charlestown Bible Church, 37 Hammond Rd,
Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship 
at 10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m. Wednesday Prayer Meeting 
at 7 p.m. To hear a sermon or learn more go to www.
charlestownbiblechurch.org. Call 603-826-5121 for more 
info or to request a personal Bible study.

Charlestown Seventh-day Adventist Church, 242 
Main St.
Saturday Services include Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. and 
Worship Service at 11:15 a.m. and a healthy lunch for all 
after the service. Masks are optional. All are welcome, call 
603-276-2383 for more information.

GRAFTON, VT.
Grafton Community Church, 55 Main St. 
Worship begins Sunday at 10 a.m. Masks are requested if 
unvaccinated and suggested for all singing and response. 
View sermons on Zoom. For more information, go to 
www.graftoncommunitychurch.org or call 802-843-2346.

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
Calvary Baptist Church, 156 Main St.
Sunday services are 9:30 a.m. in person. Please wear a 
mask, socially distance, and stay home if you’re unwell. 
Services are still streamed at www.facebook.com/
calvarybaptistchurchspringfieldvt. For more information, 
go to www.calvarylovesspringfield.com.

Church of Christ, Rt. 11, 972 Chester Rd.
Sunday Bible Study for all ages at 10 a.m.; Worship 
Service at 11 a.m. includes a group meeting for children. 
Live or past services can be viewed on Facebook at 
SpringfieldVTChurchofChrist. Wednesday at 6:30 p.m., 
adult class on different topics meets in the Fellowship Hall, 
accessed by parking in the back of the church. For more 
information, call Jamie Kurpiel, Evangelist, at 870-615-
0452 or email jckurpiel@yahoo.com. If no answer, call 
802-886-2670. Because state restrictions have been lifted, 
masks are not obligatory. 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 10 Pleasant St.
Sunday mass is at 9 a.m., followed by coffee hour as 
well as weekday services. To watch the live streams, go 
to www.youtube.com and search Holy Family Parish 
Springfield Vermont. Streaming is available five minutes 
before the service starts. For more information, go to 
www.stmaryjoseph.com.
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clerk@rockbf.org,

Rockingham

36 

203 

 

 
 

OFFICE OF THE SELECTBOARD 

P.O. BOX 385 
Tel: (603) 826-4400                                CHARLESTOWN, NH  03603 
Fax: (603) 826-3709                                                                                                                        www.charlestown-nh.gov 

 

 
The Town of Charlestown seeks an energetic Administrative Assistant to the Selectboard. 

 
The Town of Charlestown has an annual operating budget of approximately $5 million and 27 
full-time employees.  The Administrative Assistant acts as the primary liaison between the five 

member Selectboard and all personnel, including contracted services.  The Administrative 
Assistant is the primary liaison with legal counsel and coordinates in all matters to ensure the 

Town is properly represented, maintains an effective working relationship with all Town boards, 
commissions, committees, departments and the general public; and performs all other duties as 
assigned by the Selectboard.  For a full job description please contact the Selectboard’s Office 

at 603-826-4400 or visit the Town’s website at www.charlestown-nh.gov. 
 

Candidates should have a thorough knowledge of local government in New Hampshire and the 
ability to plan, organize, assign, supervise, inspect and coordinate a broad range of municipal 

functions. Municipal management experience is highly desirable. 
 

Interested candidates should submit a cover letter, resume & completed application to: 
 

Charlestown Town Office 
Human Resources Department 

PO Box 385 
Charlestown NH 03603 

Or email to Ddezan@charlestown-nh.gov. 
 

An application may be found at www.charlestown-nh.gov or at the Town Office 233 Main St. 
 

Position open until filled 
 

FEB. 3 – 

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
There is a First Friday 
Supper at the First Baptist 
Church on Friday, Feb. 3, 
serving from 5-6:30 p.m., 
takeout from 3:30-5 p.m. 
Menu: Pasta buffet, meat, 
meatless, vegan and gluten 
free choices, green salad, 
dessert, and beverages. Call 
803-463-3220 for more 
information or for takeout. 
A donation is suggested. 
Proceeds to benefit Parks 
Place. The First Baptist 
Church is located at 9 
Church St., Bellows Falls.

FEB. 6 – 

LUDLOW, Vt. – There will 
be a Valentine’s Party on 
Monday, Feb. 6 from 1-3 
p.m. at the Black River 
Valley Senior Center at 10 
High St. in Ludlow. Rust 
and Ruin will be returning 
with retro 70s music. 
There will be refreshments, 
entertainment, and door 
prizes. Event is free and 
open to the public.

FEB. 8 – 

CHESTER, Vt. – The Whiting 
Library book club is reading 
“Wintering” by Katherine 
May this month. Please 
join in the discussion and 
pick up March’s pick of 
“Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker” 
by Jennifer Chiaverini. 
Wednesday Feb. 8 at 5 
p.m. at the Whiting Library 
in Chester.

FEB. 10 – 

CHESTER, Vt. – Join the 
Whiting Library for Penny 
University, a social coffee 
hour, on Friday, Feb. 10 

and 24 from 4:30 p.m. 
until close. Much like salons 
and café societies in history, 
enjoy a cup of coffee, decaf, 
tea, or hot cocoa. Strike up 
a conversation with your 
neighbors and find out 
what resources are in this 
community which makes it 
a wonderful place to live, 
grow, and thrive. 

FEB. 11 –

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Sound 
Investment will be playing 
in Springfield, Vt. Saturday 
Feb. 11 at 7:30 p.m. at 
VFW Post 711, 191 River 
St. They will perform classic 
rock and country music. The 
general public is welcomed. 
For more information, call 
802-885-6008

SUNDAYS –

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Catamount Composite 
Squadron of the Civil Air 
Patrol meets Sundays, from 
3:30-5:30 p.m., at Hartness 
Airport in Springfield. 

MONDAYS –

WESTON, Vt. – Bingo is 
Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
at the Weston Rod & Gun 
Club, 982 Route 100, 
1.5 miles north of Weston 
Village. All are welcome.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. there 
will be Pub Trivia Night at 
Vermont Beer Makers on 
River Street in Springfield. 
Up to five people per team. 
Free entry.

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – The 
Rockingham Library hosts 
a chess club each Monday 
from 3-5:30 p.m. led by 

Mike Sola. Drop-ins and 
all levels of player are 
welcome. This program is 
free and open to the public.

TUESDAYS –

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Meals 
on Wheels serves a senior 
community lunch every 
Tuesday, from 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m., at the 
meal site, which is located 
on the corner of Union 
and Southridge streets in 
Springfield. Suggested 
donation. For more 
information, call 802-885-
5879.

WEDNESDAYS –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Frances Barsky leads 
a weekly creative 
writing workshop at the 
Rockingham Library from 
1–2:30 p.m. Bring a laptop 
or a pen and paper.

THURSDAYS –

TYSON, Vt. – The Tyson 
Ladies Aid Library 
Association meets the first 
Thursday of each month, 
typically at the Tyson 
Library. Lunch is served at 
11:30 a.m. and meetings 
start at noon. New potential 
members are always 
welcome. Please call Janine 
Norman at 802-228-8764 
for more information or to 
verify meeting location.

CHESTER, Vt. – Knit Knite 
at Six Loose Ladies on 
the Chester Common 
Thursdays, from 5-8 p.m., 
and via Zoom, from 7-8 
p.m.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Genealogy enthusiast 
Wayne Blanchard will be 
at the Rockingham Library 
on Thursdays from 10:30 
a.m. – 12 p.m. If you own 
a laptop, please bring it 
along. All are welcome.

FRIDAYS –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Fridays from 11 a.m. – 
12 p.m., John Bohannon 
will teach Tai Chi and Qi 
Gong at the Rockingham 
Library in Bellows Falls, Vt. 
No special equipment or 
clothing is required.

SATURDAYS –

LUDLOW, Vt. – Yoga, 
Saturdays at 10 a.m. at the 
Spring House at Jackson 
Gore. Call 802-228-1419 
for more information.

Chester Andover Family Center Renovation Project

Calling All Contractors

The Chester Andover Family Center is soliciting contractors 
to bid on a renovation/expansion project at our building 
located at 908VT RT 103 in Chester. The project is to replace 
a storage area with an enclosed storage shed, approximately 
12 x 27 feet, adjacent to the rear of our building. Detailed 
specs are available in our bidding package.

The Chester Andover Family Center is a 501c3 charitable 
organization providing a Food Shelf, Thrift Shop and 
Financial Assistance to our most vulnerable citizens 
experiencing food and financial insecurity.

The bidding package will be distributed  through the end of 
February 2023.  Please call the center at 802-875-3236 and 
leave a message or email us at cafc302@gmail.com att. Nena 
Nanfeldt, with inquiries regarding this project, to request a 
bidding package, and schedule an on-site visit.
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yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150for13Weeks•$250for26Weeks•$400for52Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Vermont State Craft Center

68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111

Open Wed. 11-5, Fri. 11-7, Sat. 11-5

(Free) Up-cycled Seed Jar Class w/ Gloria Dufield 
Feb. 3 Noon-1 (Register by 2/1)

Next Steps in Bookmaking w/ Deborah Stuart
Feb. 4 Workshop from 1 to 3 (Register by 2/1) $30.

(Note, you do not have to take the class before this. Open to 
all.)

Feb. 11 12-4 Chocolate Tasting & Student Art Show

Make Valentines & Learn Calligraphy w/ Jorika Stockwell

galleryvault.org
(04/26/23 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors

APEX VENTURES, LLC - HOUSE PAINTING
Booking interior painting for the winter. Also booking exterior 
painting for the spring and summer of 2023. Houses, decks, 
porches, garages and barns.  Email adam@apexventures.one 
for a free quote.
(02/08/23  - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restorations on 
up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our clients can 
expect professionalism, proficiency, customer care, and quality. 
Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.mortensen@gmail.com. 

Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/22/23 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(03/15/23 - 13)

NEW ENGLAND HOME

BUIDING AND REMODEL
802-779-3414 — Located in Weston, VT

Kitchens, Additions, and Remodels.  Finish Carpentry and Cabinet 
Work.  Property Maintenance. Fully Insured, Free Estimates. 

Like us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM!

www.newenglandhomebuildingandremodel.com
(11/22/23 - 52)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 
802-226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday 10am-6pm. 
(08/11/23 - TFN - 52)

Masonry

DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(02/22/23 - 13)

Okemo Valley TV

Watch on TV: Community Channel: Comcast 1076 & VTel 166

 Education / Gov’t Channel: Comcast 1086 / VTel 167

(TV Schedules available at okemovalley.tv/schedules & on cable TV pro-
gram guide)

Watch Online: okemovalley.tv & youtube.com/okemovalleytv

“Gavel-to-Gavel” coverage of local meetings (playing daily 
on Ed. / Gov. channel)

(Meeting Playback Guide available at bottom of okemovallley.tv/schedule)

(04/05/23 - TFN - 13)

MAINTENANCE PERSON
IMMEDIATE OPENING!

Maintenance Technician needed for several apartment 
complexes located in Newport, NH and Windsor, VT.

Looking for a responsible, experienced hands-on person
for general upkeep, repairs, painting and coordination with 

contractors when needed. There is an on-call requirement for 
emergency maintenance and winter snow removal. 

Salary between 19-21 per hour and is commensurate with 
experience and skills. Must have a valid driver's license, 
reliable vehicle, tools, and knowledge of carpentry, light 

plumbing, and electrical. Rotating on call schedule required.
This is a Full Time Position 40 hours. 

Email resume to: bdesmarais@stewartproperty.net

with subject line: Maintenance Person-Newport NH/Windsor VT

Stewart Property Management is a full-service affordable 
housing management company based in Bedford, NH.

SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT                                
 SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT 

WE ARE CURRENTLY HIRING 

FOR CUSTODIAL POSITIONS

APPLY ON SCHOOLSPRING OR CONTACT 
MARTHA TARBELL, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

802-885-5120    mtarbell@ssdvt.org

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
Money, Vintage Sports-Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at AN-
TIQUE CENTERS in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

CLEANING
LUDLOW, Vt. – Hate Cleaning 
Your Home or Doing Errands? 
I will Clean Your Home Like I 
Clean my Own Home. Contact 
me anytime at 802-280-5589 or 
adorecleanliving@gmail.com. 

FIREWOOD
Dried: two cords for $600, one 
cord for $325. Green wood: two 
cords $475, one cord $250. Free 
delivery within 10 miles from Per-
kinsville, or pickup on weekends 
for discounted price. Call and 
leave a message 802-376-3041.

FREE
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Free 
mature male cat looking for good 
home. Would do well with an 
adult, no children or other pets. 
Call 802-289-5101. (02/07) 

GUNS WANTED
REGION – Guns wanted. Hand-
guns, rifles, or shotguns. Top 
prices paid. Call Ray at 802-775-
2859 or 802-236-7213. 

HAY
Mulch hay for sale - $3.00 per 
bale picked up, $4.00 per bale 
delivered Within 20 miles radius 
of Bellows Falls. Call 802-463-
9410. 

HELP WANTED
MOUNT HOLLY, Vt. – Harry’s is 
seeking experienced waitpersons. 
F/T, P/T. Openings available 
now. Hours are from 4-9:30 p.m. 
Please call 802-259-2555 to ar-
range interview. 

HOUSE SITTER/DOG SITTER for 
our 2 gentle Golden Retrievers in 
Cavendish, for an occasional day, 
weekend, or vacation. Looking 
for a retired person/couple or 
someone who works from home. 
Please call 203-645-6405. 

MOUNT HOLLY, Vt. – Countryside 
Alarms full time office positions. 
40 hours per week. $20 – $22 to 
start. We are looking for reliable 
and motivated individuals. Re-
sponsibilities will include receiving 
emergency and non-emergency 
signals and requests that need to 
be dispatched and recorded. Call 
802-259-2213 to apply.

MOUNT HOLLY, Vt. – Coun-
tryside Alarms Licensed Fire 
Alarm Technician or Licensed 
Journeyman-Full time, overtime 
available. Starting wage $30 – 
$33 per hour. Must be reliable 
and motivated. Responsibilities to 
include installation, maintenance, 
and testing of commercial and 

residential alarms, CCTV, and ac-
cess control. Call 802-259-2213 
to apply. 

SNOW 

PLOWING
LUDLOW, Vt. – Snowplowing and 
sanding, Ludlow area, residential 
only. Reasonable rates. Contact 
SK Logging at 802-384-0313. 

REGION – Girls on 
the Run Vermont needs 
coaches. Girls on the Run 
is a physical activity-based 
positive youth development 
program that inspires stu-
dents in 3rd through 8th 
grade to be joyful, healthy, 
and confident. The 10-
week program incorporates 
movement to empower par-
ticipants to develop critical 
life skills, build confidence, 
cultivate positive connec-
tions with peers, manage 
their emotions, and stand 
up for themselves and oth-
ers. Volunteer coaches 
utilize a curriculum to en-
gage teams of girls in fun, 
interactive lessons. The 
spring season begins the 
week of March 27. Teams 
meet twice a week for 90 
minutes and the program 
culminates with all teams 
participating in one of two 
noncompetitive, celebra-
tory 5K events in Essex and 
Manchester, Vt.
  Coaches do not need to 

be runners. Girls on the 
Run Vermont (GOTRVT) 
provides training so vol-
unteers have all of the tools 
needed to facilitate the 
season and to have a posi-
tive coaching experience. 
All volunteer coaches must 
complete a background 
check. GOTRVT welcomes 
high school students to vol-
unteer as junior coaches. 
Please visit www.gotrvt.
org/coach for full details or 
email info@girlsontherun-
vermont.org. 
  Participant registration 

opens on Wednesday, Feb. 
22 for northern teams, and 
Wednesday, March 1 for 
southern teams. 

  About Girls on the Run 

Vermont

  Girls on the Run Vermont 
is an independent and 501 
(c)(3) recognized council of 
Girls on the Run Interna-
tional (GOTRI), which has 

a network of over 200 coun-
cils across the United States. 
Since 1999, Girls on the 
Run Vermont has empow-
ered over 36,000 Vermont 
girls grades three through 
eight to develop physical, 
emotional, and social well-
being through an after-
school program delivered 
in communities through-

out the state. Its mission is 
to inspire girls to be joyful, 
healthy, and confident, us-
ing a research-based cur-
riculum that addresses 
developmentally appropri-
ate life skills and creatively 
integrates running, stretch-
ing, and strengthening ex-
ercises. Find out more at 
www.gotrvt.org.

GOTRVT seeks 
Volunteer Coaches

H H H H H H
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CHESTER PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO UNIFIED 

DEVELOPMENT BYLAWS

 
The Chester Planning Commission will hold a public 
hearing on a proposed amendment to the  Town of Chester 
Unified Development Bylaws on Wednesday, February 22, 
2023, at 6:30 p.m. at the Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street 
in Chester, Vermont. This public notice is given pursuant to 
24 V.S.A. Section 4444.
 
The principal purpose of the proposed development bylaws 
amendment is to encourage workforce housing in the village 
districts, clarify uses that are exempt from zoning, define 
primitive camps and short-term rentals, require new private 
roads to conform to Chester’s Road and Bridge Standards, 
streamline the subdivision review process, and allow more 
non-resident employees in home occupations and home 
businesses. The proposed amendment will affect every 
geographical area of Chester. The amended Sections of the 
Bylaws include 2.14, 3.1, 3.11, 3.12, 3.14, 3.19, 3.20, 3.30, 4.3, 
4.9, 4.10, 4.12, 5.2, 7.16, and 8.2.
 
The full text of the proposed amendment to the Town of 
Chester Unified Development Bylaws may be viewed at 
the Town Clerk’s office and on the home page of the Town’s 
website at www.chestervt.gov.
 
Dated at Chester, Vermont this 25th day of January 2023.
Hugh Quinn, Planning Commission Chair

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

The Town of Springfield Development Review Board will 
hold a public hearing at 7:00 pm, Tuesday, February 14, 
2023, to review a proposed two-lot subdivision located at 
1930 Massey Road. Persons wishing to appear at the public 
hearing may do so in person, via zoom video conferencing, 
or by submitting written comments. Participation in 
this hearing in person, via Zoom videoconference, or in 
writing is a prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent 
appeal. Please contact the Town Planner (802-376-6102 / 
toszoning@vermontel.net) for copies of the meeting agenda 
and subdivision application.

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

Annual Report Notice of Availability

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Report containing 
the Town Auditor’s Report for fiscal year ending June 30, 
2022 will be available February 25, 2023 and may be picked 
up at the Springfield Town Clerk’s Office at 96 Main Street, 
M-F 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or at the Springfield Town 
Library at 43 Main Street, M-F 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The Annual Report con-
taining the Town Auditor’s Report will be available on the 
Town’s website https://springfieldvt.gov.  Upon request, the 
Auditor’s Report shall be mailed. After March 31, 2023, the 
Town School District Report will be available on the School 
District website https://www.ssdvt.org.

Barbara A. Courchesne   Town Clerk, CVC 
(802) 885-2104    tosclerk@vermontel.net 

NOTICE TO SPRINGFIELD VOTERS

Absentee Ballots for the Annual Town and Town School 
District Meeting to be held Tuesday, March 7, 2023, will be 
available at the Springfield Town Clerk’s Office on Wednes-
day, February 15, 2023.  If you wish to vote by absentee 

ballot, a request for this local election must be made, 

please contact the Town Clerk’s Office as soon as possible 
in person, in writing, by phone or by email.  If you make 
your absentee request in person, you can choose to vote 
your ballot and return it before leaving the Town Clerk’s 
Office. Please allow extra time for postal delivery. Use two 

Forever stamps to mail back.  An Absentee Request Form 
can be found on the town’s website https://springfieldvt.
gov or you may request your ballots online at https://mvp.
vermont.gov.  The deadline for requesting an absentee ballot 
is Monday, March 6, 2023 at 4:30 p.m. You may register to 
vote on Election Day at the polls and then proceed to vote 
on that day.  You may also register to vote any time at the 
Town Clerk’s office or online at https://mvp.vermont.gov.  
Absentee ballots may be returned through regular mail, 
mail slots located in town hall entrances and at the polls. All 
voted absentee ballots must be received by the Town Clerk 
by the close of polls, 7:00 p.m., on Tuesday, March 7, 2023 at 
the polls.   The polls are located at Riverside Middle School 
in the gymnasium and will open on Tuesday, March 7, 2023 
at 8:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m.  Town Clerk’s Office will 
not be open on March 7, 2023. 

Barbara A. Courchesne, Town Clerk, CVC
96 Main Street, Springfield, Vermont  05156 (802) 885-2104 
tosclerk@vermontel.net

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

READSBORO APARTMENTS
430 Tunnel St., Readsboro, VT

Continues to Accept Applications for

One-Bedroom Units

The Readsboro Apartments are designed for individuals 

62 years or older, handicapped/disabled of any age. 

Rent is based on 30% of your monthly-adjusted income. 

Monthly rent includes heat, electric, water, sewer, 

snow/trash removal, and maintenance. Off-street 

parking and on-site mail delivery are available.

Income Limits Apply

On the Moover bus route

Pets allowed, restrictions apply

Call for more information

THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.

Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

TOWN & VILLAGE OF LUDLOW 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

The Public Hearing notice meeting that was published for 
Robert Wofchuck to amend a Planned Unit Development 
Permit to enclose part of the deck on January 25, 2023 will 
be held on February 13, 2023 @ 6:00P.M., The meeting will 
be Hybrid (Physical & Remote) Meeting

The meeting Agenda will be available on the Ludlow’s Web 
page, www.ludlow.vt.us

If you have any questions, please contact the Planning & 
Zoning Office at 802.228.2845

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

Springfield OLLI, Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute, 
is pleased to announce its 
Spring ‘23 programs. There 
will be exciting programs on 
history and nature. 
  Sponsored by the Uni-

versity of Vermont, OLLI is 
run by local volunteer mem-
bers and is geared mainly 
towards seniors who are 50 
years of age and over who 
enjoy learning for the fun 
of it. Anyone who would be 
interested in this type of pro-
gram, regardless of their age, 
is welcome.
  The programs are held 

Tuesday afternoons at 2 p.m., 
and last about an hour and a 
half, at the Nolin Murray 
Center on Pleasant Street, 
next to St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Springfield, Vt.
  The listing of programs 

for the Spring 2023 semester 
and instructions for register-
ing can be found online at 
www.vermontjournal.com/
school-news/springfield-ol-
li-announces-spring-23-pro-
grams.

  Feb. 28, Vermont vs Holly-
wood: 100 Years of Vermont 
in film - Amanda Gustin, 
Vermont Historical Society. 
Vermont has been a featured 
location in Hollywood mov-

ies for nearly a century. It has 
represented many different 
ideals during that time, and 
its portrayal reflects both 
Vermont’s own history as 
well as American history. Ex-
amining those films provides 
interesting and fun insights 
into the hold Vermont has 
had on imagination in the 
media age.

  March 14, Jennie B. Powers: 
The Woman Who Dares - 
Jennifer Carroll, Education 
Director, Cheshire County 
Historical Society, Keene, 
N.H. Jennie Powers took a 
stand against social vices in 
New Hampshire and Ver-
mont in the early twentieth 
century. She was a humane 
society agent in the region 
from 1898-1936 and arguably 
the first female deputy sheriff 
in New Hampshire. As a pho-
tographic activist, she used 
her camera to document ani-
mal cruelty, family violence, 
and widespread poverty in 
New Hampshire’s Monad-
nock region and beyond. This 
illustrated presentation intro-
duces us to Jennie’s life story, 
the work of humane societies 
at the turn of the twentieth 
century, and the politics of 
the Progressive Era (1890s-
1920s) from a local perspec-
tive.

  March 28, It’s Ghana Be 
Good – Hank Kaestner, re-
tired spice buyer and interna-
tional birder, co-sponsored 
by the Ascutney Mountain 
Audubon Society. We’ll take 
a trip to the West African na-
tion of Ghana, where we‘ll 
learn of Ghana’s history, 
which is mainly about slav-
ery, its culture, agriculture, 
tourism, geopolitical issues, 
and of course its many birds 
and wildlife.

  April 11, Supporting Na-
tive Plants Supports Bird 
Populations - Desiree Nara-
ngo, Conservation Biologist, 
Vermont Center for Ecostud-
ies, Co-Sponsored by the 
Springfield Garden Club. 
Birds depend on insects 
from native plants to feed 
their young. We’ll consider 
the disappearance of many 
bird species in our area if the 
plants aren’t here to provide 
their usual food source. By 
planting and encouraging 
more native plants we will 
support the native fruits, 
berries, and insects that feed 
upon them, thus providing 
the food source that our local 
birds are accustomed to for 
raising their young.

  April 25, “Government of 
the People, by the People, for 
the People” - The Making 

and Meaning of an Ameri-
can Proverb of Democracy - 
Wolfgang Mieder, Univer-
sity of Vermont German and 
Proverb Professor Emeritus. 
We’ll investigate the origin, 
history, and significance 
of the triad “Government 
of, by, for the people,” and 
how it became an American 
proverb defining the concept 
of democracy in a most suc-
cinct manner. The survival 
of the “people” proverb in 
the modern age will also be 
discussed. Even though Lin-
coln’s name is often attached 
to it, the proverb is also cited 
as an anonymous piece of 
wisdom that encompasses 
the fundamental principles 
of a democratic government.

  May 9, 80-Plus Years of 
Changes in the Connecticut 
River Valley - Steve Taylor, 
Newspaperman, Farmer, 
Public Servant. We’ll enjoy 
the recollections of the “good 

ole days” as witnessed by 
Steve Taylor, of Plainfield, 
N.H. Our memories will res-
onate with his experiences as 
he relates changes during his 
lifetime in many aspects of 
our lifestyles, including such 
topics as the use of farm land 
and the disappearance of 
dairy farms, transportation 
and road conditions (think 
mud season), how the inter-
state highways have affected 
shopping and employment 
opportunities, the changing 
scene of industrial employ-
ment with the disappearance 
of the machine tool industry 
in Springfield and Windsor. 
  OLLI online Distinguished 

Speakers Series is also avail-
able by Zoom. Information is 
at www.learn.uvm.edu/olli.
  Thanks go out to our local 

benefactor, Barbara Sander-
son.
  There is a membership 

series fee for the complete 

semester. Non-members are 
welcome and encouraged to 
attend individual programs 
for a single program fee.
  Pre-registration is highly 

recommended. We can no 
longer take any payments 
onsite. Registration can eas-
ily be done online at www.
learn.uvm.edu/olli/spring-
field or by calling 802-656-
5817.
  If you prefer to register by 

mail, send your contact in-
formation (name, address, 
phone number, and email 
address) indicating full series 
membership or which spe-
cific program(s) you wish to 
attend. Mail this information 
and your check (made out 
to University of Vermont-
OLLI) to: OLLI at UVM, 
460 South Prospect Street, 
Burlington, VT 05405. Al-
low 10-14 days from date of 
mailing check to receipt and 
processing.

Springfield OLLI spring ‘23 programs

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Art Gym (AG) 
is a community art room 
where we want you to exer-
cise your creativity. The AG 
is filled with art supplies and 
ideas. Volunteers are pres-
ent and happy to help. Pres-
ently we are open Thursday 
and Friday from 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m. We have planned 
events on Sundays in Feb-

ruary from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
On Feb. 5 we invite people 
to bring their projects from 
home and spend time with 
other creatives. On Sunday, 
Feb. 12, there will be a val-
entine zentangle class with 
Wendi Germain. On Feb. 19 
there will be bright happy 
mini acrylic paintings with 
Jessica Hagland. Make a 
dream catcher with Heidi 

Schroeder on Feb. 26. We 
also feature a children’s 
art club live on our Face-
book page with Debra 
Piletz every Wednesday 
at 3:30 p.m. Looking for 
a unique place for a gath-
ering or a party? We can 
design and facilitate an 
art project for your next 
gathering.
  The Springfield Art 

Gym is located at 335 
River St., Springfield Vt., 
Suite 2, behind Joe’s Dis-
count Beverage. 
  For more information, 

visit our Facebook, email 
Spr i ng f i e l d ar t g y m @
gmail.com, call 802-289-
1069, or visit www.Art-
gymvt.com.

Springfield Art Gym

L O N D O N D E R R Y, 

Vt. – In Vermont, trees 
are the background wher-
ever we look. Like the 
flowers and vegetables we 
tend in our gardens, trees 
need care and nurturing. 
Trees serve many pur-
poses: they produce fresh 
oxygen, help us produce 
fuel, and even supply us 
with food. Trees are criti-
cal to keeping our climate 
cool while offering shade, 
shelter, and habitats for 
forest-dwelling animals 
and insects. 
  Green Mountain Gar-

deners (GMG) invites 
you to join your neigh-
bors and local gardeners 
for “Preserving and Car-
ing for Our Trees” with 
Jeromy Gardner, Arbor-
ist and Conservationist, 

on Monday, Feb. 6, at 11 
a.m. Learn about the im-
portance of tree health and 
how to properly plant a tree 
for long-term plant success. 
The presentation is open 
to the public and will take 
place at the Londonderry 
Volunteer Rescue Squad 
Building, 6068 Vermont Rte. 
100, Londonderry, Vt.
  Mr. Gardner, Arborist 

Representative at Bartlett 
Tree Experts in Manches-
ter, Vt., earned his bach-
elor’s degree in Forestry at 
Paul Smith College. He is 
a Certified Arborist with 
deep community roots. He 
volunteers for the Manches-
ter Arbor Day Celebration, 
serves as a board member 
for the American Chestnut 
Foundation and is a trustee 
at Merck Forest and Farm-

land Center. Mr. Gardner 
takes great pride in preserv-
ing some of Vermont’s old-
est and most historically sig-
nificant trees.
  In addition to light re-

freshments, there will be 
ample time for your ques-
tions and discussions with 
Mr. Gardner. What a terrific 
opportunity to learn and 
share information about 
one of Vermont’s most im-
portant resources. 
  The GMG is pleased to be 

able to offer this opportuni-
ty to everyone in our com-
munity. If you would like 
to attend, please R.S.V.P. by 
Feb. 3 to Jessica Clapp: win-
terspellpilates@gmail.com. 
  Information about Green 

Mountain Gardeners can be 
found at www.greenmoun-
taingardeners.net.

Preserving and honoring trees

WALPOLE, N.H. – Soil 
steaming on farms is an 
emerging technology 
that is being utilized to 
manage disease, weeds, 
and pests in high tunnels. 
There is also an applica-
tion for steam in sanitiz-
ing greenhouse goods 
and distribution contain-
ers. The use of steam of-
fers a solution to perenni-
al challenges for growers. 
However, soil steamers 
are expensive and unat-
tainable for small and 
medium scale producers, 
who make up the bulk 
of fruit and vegetable 

producers in New Hamp-
shire. To further support 
Cheshire County growers, 
the Cheshire County Con-
servation District (CCCD) 
offers a soil steamer as part 
of their Farm Equipment 
Rental Program.
  Growers are invited to 

join CCCD along with proj-
ect partners from UVM 
Extension, Picadilly Farm, 
NCAT, and UNH Coopera-
tive Extension for a virtual 
workshop on Monday, Feb. 
6 from 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., 
to learn about soil steam-
ing basics, benefits to soil 
health, use, and how to sign 

up to rent it.
  Registration is required at 

www.soilsteamer.eventbrite.
com.
  Speakers include Andy 

Pressman, NCAT North-
east; Bruce Wooster, Picadil-
ly Farm; Amanda Littleton, 
Cheshire County Conserva-
tion District; Jeremy Delisle, 
UNH Extension; Rebecca 
Madden, UVM Extension; 
and Andre Cantelmo, Her-
on Pond Farm. 
  For questions or assis-

tance in registration, email 
info@cheshireconservation.
org or call 603-756-2988 ext. 
3011.

Soil Steamer virtual workshop
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GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282

NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

Restore This Statley Mansion!

Sunroom W/Fountain, French Doors

6 Bedrooms, 5 Baths & 3 Apts!

Springfield, $629,000

Vintage VT Cape w/Large Workshop

Large Gardens & Fruit Trees

3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 34+/-Acres

Grafton, $399,900

Comfortable Log Home On 2.2+/- 

Acres  In Great Location!

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Rockingham, $199,900

Rowell’s Inn Built In 1826. Many 

Features & Tremendous Potential! 6 

Ensuites, 2 Receiving Rooms, Cozy Bar

Andover, $535,000

Spacious Ranch w/In-ground Pool!

Long Range Mountain Views!

4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 4.75+/- Acres!

Townshend, $399,500

REDUCED! Pristine, Contemporary 

Home, Oversized Attached 3 Bay 

Garage, 4 Bedrooms, 5 Baths

3.38+/- Acres!  Springfield, $549,000

Head Of The Chester Green!

3 Units with Potential

Home To Many Successful Businesses

Chester, $495,000

2 Lots Being Sold Together

124.4+/- Acres Total

Endless Building Opportunities

Springfield & Weathersfield, $215,000

Single Wide Mobile w/Mudroom

Addition, Septic & Well

2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, 1.00 Acres

Westminster, $80,000

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com

39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

Kristen Fehrenbach
Real Estate Advisor

126 Main Street · Suite 1A

Ludlow, Vermont 05149

Tel: +1 (802) 376-9665

kristen.fehrenbach@evrealestate.com www.okemo.evrealestate.com

R E A DY  T O  S E L L?

Engel & Völkers Okemo specializes in:

· Expert market advice

· Cutting edge photography

· Custom marketing plans

Okemo Valley's Leading Real
Estate Source for Over 60 Years

Full Service Real Estate Sales 
and Seasonal Rental Service

info@davisandcompany.com
www.okemorealestate.com

802-228-8811

Okemo Valley’s Leading Real Estate

Source for 65 Years!

Full Service Real Estate Sales

and Seasonal Rental Service

info@davisandcompany.com

www.okemorealestate.com

802-228-8811

P&M Auto & Service
Quality Used 

Cars and Trucks

and Auto Services

280 River Street • Springfield, VT
Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit ApprovalBankruptcy • Bad Credit

First Time • Divorce

2017 Ford Escape SE

2014 Dodge Journey

2014 Acura TL
AWD

Fully Loaded

Sunroof

4 Door

4WD

Auto

A/C

Cruise Control

FWD

4 Door

Fully Loaded

2014 Kia Optima
4 Door 

Cruise

Auto

4 Cylinder

2015 Volkswagen Jetta

2016 Chevy Trax

2016 Ford Fusion

Auto

Cruise

4 Door

Power Windows

AWD

4 Cylinder

4 Door

Fully Loaded

Sunroof

Fully Loaded

Cruise Control

BELLOWS FALLS, 

Vt. – River Artisans Co-
operative is spotlighting 
artisan member Stephanie 
Sullivan.
  Deep in the woods of 

Vermont Stephanie cre-
ates art that celebrates 
nature. She makes mixed 
media art and handmade 
cards that reflect the col-
ors and textures of the 
plants in those woods. By 
sharing her art, and her 
love for nature, she hopes 
to inspire more people to 
actively and thoughtfully 
protect the natural world.
  Run by artisans and 

staffed by artisans, River 
Artisans Cooperative’s 
shop contains the work 
of local potters, quilters, 
print makers, woodwork-
ers, silversmiths, fiber ar-
tisans, basket makers, and 
many more. 
  The River Artisans Co-

operative has been a wel-
coming space for artisans 
of all ages and mediums 
since 1975, making it one 
of the oldest craft coop-
eratives in the state of Ver-
mont.
  River Artisans Coopera-

tive is located at 28 Square, 
Bellows Falls, VT 05101. 
Call 802-591-2085 or visit 
www.riverartisanscooper-
ative.com. They are open 
Thursday–Sunday, 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m. and closed 
Monday–Wednesday.

River Artisans 
Coopertive spotlight

Stephanie Sullivan display.
PHOTO PROVIDED

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts presents a concert with 
Malian balafon player and 
singer Balla Kouyaté and 
American cellist, singer, 
and composer Mike Block, 
on Sunday, Feb. 5 at 4 p.m. 
Composer, kora player, 
percussionist, and vocalist 
John Hughes will open.
  Balla Kouyaté and Mike 

Block have been collaborat-
ing for over a decade, bond-
ing over their shared inter-
est in music from across the 
world, and their commit-
ment to innovating on their 
instruments. Balla Kouyate, 
a balafon player and singer 
coming out of the Djeli tra-
dition of Mali was awarded 
a National Heritage Fellow-

ship from the NEA. Mike 
Block is a Grammy Award-
winning musician with the 
Silk Road Ensemble, origi-
nally trained in Western 
Classical music.
  “Two world-class masters 

from different continents 
unite to bring together dif-
ferent musical traditions 
with Mike and Balla,” says 
Keith Marks, Executive Di-
rector of Next Stage Arts. 
“Balla was named a World 
Heritage Fellow by the Na-
tional Endowment for the 
Arts and is the heritage 
keeper of his region’s heri-
tage instrument, the bala-
fon. Mike Block, a member 
of Yo-Yo Ma’s Silk Road 
Ensemble, is known in nu-

merous musical circles 
as a master at the cello. 
Next Stage is over the 
moon about presenting 
these two virtuosic mu-
sicians.”
  Next Stage is located at 

15 Kimball Hill in down-
town Putney, Vt. Tickets 
are discounted in ad-
vance or can be bought at 
the door. Advance tickets 
are available at www.
nextstagearts.org. Next 
Stage will provide a beer, 
wine, and cocktail cash 
bar. For information, call 
802-387-0102 or visit 
www.nextstagearts.org.
Please visit our Health & 
Safety page for our cur-
rent Covid protocols.

Balla Kouyaté and Mike 
Block at Next Stage

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
On Thursday, Feb. 9 at 
4 p.m. join Wendi Ger-
main at the Springfield 
Town Library for a fun-
filled three hours of 
mandala dot painting.
  A mandala dot art is 

a pattern that is created 
with many small color-
ful dots. It’s a very sim-
ple technique. Aborigi-
nal people used dots 
frequently in their art 
as a way to fill spaces.
  Wendi was born in 

Springfield and now 
lives among the dirt 
roads of Chester. She 
is a self-taught artist who 
found the joy of art when 
she realized that art is not 
something that needs to be 

planned. For her, the beauty 
is in the unexpected result; 
she starts each piece with no 
expectations.

  Wendi is 
thrilled to share 
some of her cre-
ativity with you. 
Art changed 
her life, and she 
hopes that she 
can help others 
find the same joy! 
  Contact the li-

brary at 802-885-
3108 if you have 
any questions.
  This event is 

free and open to 
the public, reg-
istration is re-
quired at www.
bit.ly/3vVCt8M.

Valentine Dot Mandala 

Mandala Dot Art.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
A decade of relentless tour-
ing has earned “thriftstore-
Americana” duo The Rough 
& Tumble, Mallory Graham 
and Scott Tyler, the right to 
trot out the haggard road-
worn trope, but they defy 
that stereotype, and pretty 
much every other with their 
upbeat, commanding stage 
presence, and razor-sharp 
banter, earworm melodies, 
and heartstring lyrics. These 
songwriters and storytellers 
have audiences in stitches 
one minute and falling apart 
at the seams the next.
  Mallory and Scott have 

been writing and perform-
ing together for years in 
other projects by the time 
The Rough & Tumble was 
born in 2011. Since then, 
they’ve been crowned The 
Listening Room Network’s 
Artist of the Year; have been 
an Official Showcase Artist 
for the Southeast Regional 
Folk Alliance; and were 
awarded Americana Song 
of the Year by the Indepen-
dent Music Awards. They’ve 
released half a dozen ac-
claimed albums and EPs.
  Rising indie-folk duo 

High Tea from Boston will 
celebrate their new CD, de-
livering a blend of old blues 
and new pop with soulful 
harmonies and smoldering 
guitar riffs, songs ripe with 
Americana heartbreak and 
heat, punctuated with tales 
of growing up, going wild, 
and always coming back 
to the ones you love. They 
will also appear at Signature 
Sounds’ The Parlor Room 
in Northampton and Rock-
wood Music Hall in NYC.
  Decatur Creek will open. 

Beth Eldridge, Doug Farrell, 
and Jack Henry are each 
accomplished New Hamp-
shire musicians, singer/
songwriters, and perform-
ers who together write and 
play some of the most taste-
ful original music in the 
region, with sharp focus on 
songcraft and vocals.
  This is a 3 p.m. matinee 

on Sunday, Feb. 12, at Stage 
33 Live, 33 Bridge Street 
in Bellows Falls. Tickets 
are discounted in advance 
through www.stage33live.

com or can be bought at 
the door. Limited seating is 
available, the event will be 
recorded and filmed. The 
Covid protocol will be the 
guidelines in effect. Please 
do not attend if you are ex-
periencing any Covid symp-
toms.
  Stage 33 Live acknowl-

edges the help of so many 
individuals; volunteers run 
the thing from stem to stern.

The Rough & Tumble 
with High Tea and 
Decatur Creek 
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802-775-2552
131 Strongs Ave, Rutland, VT

The Emporium 
Tobacco & Gift Shop

Humidified Premium Cigars | Hand Blown Glass Pipes

Hookahs & Shisha | Roll Your Own Tobacco & Supplies

Bubblers & Water Pipes | Smoking Accessories

Vaporizers & Concentrates | E-Cigs & E-Pipes

American 

Legion 

Post #36

135 Main Street
Ludlow, VT

802-228-9807

Seatings from 

5:30 to 7:00 pm

Seatings will be from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Call 802-228-9807 for reservations.

Reservations Required by Jan. 30

Friday, February 3

Ludlow American Legion
FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER

$14.00

Steak Tips
with Mashed Potatoes, 

Veggie, and Dessert

Celebration of the 4 Chaplins

Vermont
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THE VERMONT JOURNAL & THE SHOPPER
802-228-3600  |  ads@vermontjournal.com

www.vermontjournal.com

To learn more about Paws With A Cause and to find out 

how you can help, just download this simple app and

watch this story come to life:

GET ZAPPAR
ZAP THE CODE

TO DONATE

Provided as a community service by this civic minded publication
and the Association of Community Publishers

COMMUNITY LUNCH 

LASAGNA & BINGO! 
Thursday, February 2nd 

 

Serving at Noon 
Ludlow Community Center Cafeteria 

 37 Main Street, Ludlow 

 
SEVCA staff will share up-to-date info on                     

emergency fuel assistance 

BINGO (no charge) follows the meal 
 

 
Meal & Event sponsored by:                                              

Black River Good Neighbor Services 
 

All are Welcome, Free of Charge 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Our schedule for Feb. 4 at 
Crown Point Country Club 
and Riverside Skating Rink 
is pretty well set. Remember 
all activities, contests, and 
events are free, thanks to 
the generosity of our local 
business sponsors. Spring-
field Parks and Recreation, 
Springfield Town Library, 
The All-4-One and SPACE 
programs, and Crown Point 
Country Club are working 
together to bring you this 
free family friendly event. 
Here’s the lineup:

  Friday evening, Feb. 3
• Open sliding under the 

lights out on the big hill 
from 6-9 p.m., and local 
music legend John Sullivan 
playing inside. Crown Point 
Pub is open 4-9 p.m. for ex-
cellent food and beverages, 
and free hot chocolate.

  Saturday, Feb. 4
• Broomball Tournament 

at Riverside Middle School 
skating rink from 9 a.m.-12 
p.m. There will be several 
divisions if there is enough 
interest. Contact Spring-

field Parks and Rec. for de-
tails.
• Open sliding at Crown 

Point all day, except when 
contests are happening. 
Bring your own sleds. The 
Pub will be open for great 
food and beverage from 11 
a.m.-9 p.m. Saturday.
• Face painting with our 

own talented artist Mona 
Frye, and a variety of big 
games with the All-4-One 
program staff, 12-4 p.m. at 
Crown Point in the banquet 
room.
• The popular cardboard 

sled contest is back, and 
the theme is “critters.” We’ll 
gather at the top of the 
hill  beyond the parking 
lot at 1 p.m. Prizes include 
the bling, spirit, and speed 
awards, more info on that 
very soon.
• Marko the Magician will 

perform a 45 minute magic 
show in the banquet room 
at 2 p.m., followed by a 
teaching session for inter-
ested young magicians.
• The winners of the ongo-

ing snowman contest will 

be announced and prizes 
will be awarded at 2 p.m. 
Springfield Parks and 
Rec. has already received 
some great photo entries, 
and you have until Feb. 3 
to submit your snow cre-
ation.
• Downhill kayak races 

are back at 3 p.m. We’ll 
have a couple boats on 
hand, or you can bring 
your own. Whether you 
participate or spectate, 
this is fun stuff. Prizes 
awarded to the top two 
finishers.
• The banquet room 

will close at 4 p.m. so 
veteran local band Rust-
ed Bones, co-sponsored 
by Arc Mechanical and 
Ultimate Auto Body, can 
set up to play from 7-10 
p.m. The large bonfire 
will be torched off by the 
Springfield Fire Depart-
ment as darkness falls, 
the sliding hill will be 
lit up until 10 p.m., and 
free hot chocolate will be 
available to all.

Springfield Winter 
Carnival

BELMONT, Vt. – 
Do you like kids, or 
horses, not sure, but 
you’re looking for 
something interest-
ing or different to do 
with a little of your 
spare time? Why 
not think about 
spending some of 
that time with kids 
and horses at Rein-
bow Riding Center, 
where we give every-
one the chance for 
an equine experi-
ence they will never 
forget. On Saturday, 
Feb. 11, at 1 p.m. we 
are holding a Q&A get 
together at the Mt. Holly 
Town Library in Bel-
mont. Refreshments will 
be served.
  We’re hoping you will 

bring the questions and 
we will have the answers 
as we show you what 
Reinbow Riding is all 
about. Our program is 
designed to improve the 
wellbeing of individu-
als with unique physical, 

emotional, and/or cognitive 
challenges through a thera-
peutic equine experience. 
To do this we need volun-
teers to help us in many 
different capacities. It’s not 
necessary to have horse 
experience, or kid experi-
ence for that matter, you 
can learn on the job. And 
we always need people that 
might like to help with oth-
er aspects of our program, 
like photography, videotap-

ing, writing, 
handy work 
and grounds 
work, public 
relations, and 
yes just gener-
al office help, 
better known 
as paper jock-
eys. Not sure 
if this is for 
you? Come to 
our Q&A and 
see what we’re 
all about. Our 
riding pro-
gram season 
runs from May 
1 to Oct. 30 

and the rest of the year we 
get ready for summer.
  For questions or direc-

tions to the library, 26 
Maple Hill Rd., email ja-
netupton@reinbowriding-
center.org or call 802-236-
2483. If you are unable to 
attend but would like more 
information, please contact 
us, look for us on Facebook 
and Instagram @reinbow_
riding_center, or visit www.
reinbowridingcenter.org.

Reinbow Riding Center 
volunteer Q&A

Learn more about the Reinbow Riding Center.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SAXTONS RIVER, 

Vt. – Outburst Arts, a free 
monthly teen arts night at 
Main Street Arts, will be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 11, 
from 7-9 p.m. Area teens 
are invited to make art, do 
crafts, listen to music, eat 
snacks, and spend time 
with friends.
  “I’m thrilled to be part-

nering with Main Street 
Arts on this project,” said 
Sam Howard of the Rock-
ingham Free Public Library 
(RFPL). “As the youth ser-
vices librarian at RFPL, one 
of my goals is to create wel-
coming spaces where youth 
can express themselves and 
make connections. Main 
Street Arts approached me 

with the same goal, so we’re 
working together. Out-
burst Arts is designed to 
be a youth-led place where 
teens can make art, launch 
creative projects, or just 
hang out.”
  Outburst Arts will take 

place from 7-9 p.m. on the 
second Saturday of each 
month through the end of 

the school year. In addition 
to Feb. 11, the program will 
meet on March 11, April 8, 
May 13, and June 10.
  Main Street Arts is locat-

ed at 35 Main Street in Sax-
tons River, Vt. Main Street 
Arts has a ramp, elevator, 
and accessible bathrooms. 
Face masks are strongly en-
couraged at this event.

MSA free monthly teen arts nights

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts Project presents an eve-
ning of global music with 
Cecilia Zabala and Eugene 
Friesen at Next Stage on Sat-
urday, Feb. 11 at 7:30 p.m.
  “It’s an honor to host a vir-

tuosic presence like Cecilia, 
coming from South America 
on her US tour,” says Keith 
Marks, Executive Director 
of Next Stage Arts. “The fact 

that we get to host her and 
Grammy Award-winning 
Eugene Friesen makes the 
evening a one-of-a-kind 
performance. We’re excited 
to be presenting this in our 
region.”
  Cecilia Zabala of Buenos 

Aires, Argentina is a ris-
ing star on the global mu-
sic scene. With 10 CDs and 
close to 20 years interna-

tional touring experience 
to her credit, Zabala’s music 
embodies the deep soul of 
the acoustic guitar, from its 
Iberian and North African 
roots, to its versatility as a 
worldwide voice of modern 
musical expression.
  Vermont resident Eugene 

Friesen is active internation-
ally as a cellist, composer, 
recording artist, and teacher. 

He has performed on six 
continents as a soloist and 
with the Grammy Award-
winning Paul Winter Con-
sort. Eugene is an artist-in-
residence at the Cathedral of 
St. John the Divine in New 
York City, and on faculty at 
the Berklee College of Music 
in Boston. More information 
on Eugene can be found on-
line at www.celloman.com.

Cecilia Zabala, Eugene Friesen at Next Stage

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
Southern Vermont Astron-
omy Group would love for 
you to join us on Tuesday, 
Feb. 14, at 7 p.m. for a special 
event with expert speaker 
Dr. Michael Richmond, who 
will be presenting his talk 
“The Long Journey from a 

Raw Image to a Calibrated 
Light Curve.” This will be 
a virtual meeting at www.
zoom.us/j/94691230307.
  Astronomers of all sorts, 

amateur and professional, 
use their telescopes to take 
images of objects in the 
night sky. But before we can 
use those images for sci-
entific purposes, we need 
to clean them up, correct-

ing for defects in the opti-
cal system and the camera. 
We must also account for 
extinction by the passing 
clouds and the Earth’s at-
mosphere in general, and 
then calibrate the results so 
that we can compare them 
properly to measurements 
made with other telescopes. 
Dr. Richmond will explain 
these procedures and show 

examples of pictures and 
measurements.
  Michael Richmond is an 

astronomer at the Rochester 
Institute of Technology, spe-
cializing in software and the 
study of transient objects. 
He enjoys frequent trips to 
the Kitt Peak National Ob-
servatory in Arizona and to 
the Institute of Astronomy 
in Tokyo.

Southern Vermont Astronomy presents
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