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CHESTER, Vt. – Every 
year the Rotary Club of 
Chester takes up a collec-
tion from its members and 
buys individual gifts for 
the children at Kurn Hat-
tin Home for Children in 
Westminster, Vt. Kurn Hat-
tin is a year-round, chari-
table, residential and day 
program home and school 
serving children ages 
5-15, from throughout the 
Northeast. It was founded 
in 1894 and now has a 280 
acre campus.
  On Thursday, Dec. 15, 

Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
(Philip Malazarte and Pa-
mela Johnson-Spurlock) 
arrived. They were accom-
panied by several members 
of the Chester Rotary Club. 

They distributed the gifts 
amid much excitement. 
These gifts are often the 
only Christmas presents 
that the children receive. 
They were accompanied 
by Mary Beth Culver of the 
Kurn Hattin staff. Chester 
Rotary has been gifting the 

children at Kurn Hattin ev-
ery Christmas for over two 
decades.
  Afterwards, the children 

and staff enjoyed pizza in 
each of their cottages. The 
pizzas were provided by 
members of Chester Ro-
tary.

Santa comes to Kurn 
Hattin

Chester Rotary arranges for Santa to visit Kurn Hattin.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BY IAN BARD

The Vermont Journal

LUDLOW, Vt. – The Lud-
low Selectboard met for a 
special budget discussion 
on Dec. 19. This meeting 
was a continuation of the 
budget discussions from the 
previous meeting on Dec. 5. 
  The meeting opened 

with the board moving to 
approve Eric Alden as the 
town’s new health officer. 
Eric then spoke briefly on 
his experience in manage-
ment, zoning, construc-
tion inspections for health 
violations, and a number of 
other things. 

  The board then went on 
to the budget discussion. 
Municipal Manager Scott 
Murphy stated before going 
through the budgets that he 
was worried about some of 
the cost estimates due to the 
current inflation rate and 
the unpredictability of the 
coming year. 
  While going over the am-

bulance budget, it was dis-
cussed how the ambulance 
is not part of the general 
fund of the town, but is a 
proprietary fund, and does 
not directly affect the town 
budget. However, every year 
the voters are given an ar-
ticle to fund the ambulance 

roughly $300,000, which 
the voters always choose to 
do. Board member Justin 
Hyjek brought up the dan-
gers of this, and if the voters 
voted no. It was suggested 
that the board gives the 
voters the choice to put the 
ambulance into the general 
fund permanently, rather 
than voting on the same 
article for funding every 
year. No motion on this was 
made. 
  While looking over the 

recreation budget for the 
town, the question of the 
fourth of July fireworks lo-
cation came up. There was 
talk about doing it at either 

West Hill or Okemo. The 
board spoke of the pros and 
cons of each, but decided 
they would need more voter 
input. The board only de-
cided that they did not want 
to wait as long as last year 
to secure the plans. No mo-
tions were made. 
  The ARPA funds pro-

vided during Covid were 
brought up as well. Schmitd 
explained how these funds 
should be used for special 
improvements that could 
not be done with the nor-
mal operating budget of the 
town. He also mentioned 
the need for voters’ input 
on how the town should 

use these funds. The board 
agreed some form of a town 
hall forum should be held 
on this topic, but a specific 
time was not chosen. 
  The budget discussions 

ended with a 4.9% increase 
from the previous year’s 
budget. The board felt there 
was little that could be done 
to reduce this due to infla-
tion and rising wages over 
the past years. Murphy still 
had a few small items to 
look over at the request of 
the board, it was unclear if 
this would have much effect 
on the budget. 
  The board discussed the 

community center’s use as 

a warming station after the 
storm this weekend took 
out many people’s power. 
The board was glad that it 
was opened, but believed it 
should have and could have 
been done sooner. Murphy 
was asked to review the 
towns’ emergency plans 
and get back to the board 
on what can be done differ-
ently and how the town can 
be more prepared. Schmitd 
gave his personal apology 
to the citizens and town for 
not having something avail-
able sooner. 
  The meeting adjourned at 

7:26 p.m., the next meeting 
will be on Jan. 9 at 6 p.m.

Ludlow Selectboard finishes budget discussions

W E S T O N , 

Vt. – At their 
annual Box-
wood Holiday 
Tree work-
shop, Green 
M o u n t a i n 
G a r d e n e r s 
(GMG) mem-
bers created 
and decorated 
30 tabletop 
trees for the 
homebound. 
Together with 
the Wantas-
tiquet Rotary 
Club, Second Congrega-
tional Church, and Weston 
Women’s Club, the home-
bound and needy receive 
the boxwood trees, cookies, 
and poinsettias to brighten 
their holidays.

  The GMG topped off its 
contribution to the com-
munity with a donation of 
$150.00 to Neighborhood 
Connections and a large 
box of canned goods for the 
Neighbors Pantry. For more 

information on Green 
Mountain Gardeners and 
the opportunity make a 
difference in our com-
munity, please visit www.
greenmountaingarden-
ers.net.

Green Mountain 
Gardeners giving back

Green Mountain Gardners.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – Laura 
Caravatt, who was born 
in Ludlow and still lives 
in the same house she 
was born in, recently 
celebrated her 100th 
birthday with family and 
friends. She is pictured 
here with her daughter 
and other family mem-
bers at a reception held 
at the United Church of 
Ludlow. Laura, who has 
been a member of the 
church for a lifetime, still 
grows, picks, and arrang-
es flowers for the altar 
during the summer and 
fall seasons, a beautiful 
gift from a beautiful lady. 
Happy birthday Laura 
and may you have many 
more happy and healthy 
ones.

Laura Caravatt celebrates 
her 100th birthday

Laura Caravatt, daughter, and family.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – As 2022 
draws itself to a close, the 
winter is only just getting 
started. With new prog-
ress underway, the Ludlow 
Recreation Committee is 
excited to share the most 
recent updates. To start the 
season the Ludlow Parks 
and Recreation Depart-
ment hosted a turkey trot 
on Thanksgiving morning, 
a familiar race that this year 
benefited Black River Good 

Neighbor Service, raising 
over $500 in cash, toys, and 
food. As for regular events 
this winter, indoor soccer 
will be incorporated in the 
Ludlow Elementary Gym 
on Sundays from 12–3 p.m. 
Furthermore, grade-school 
basketball is underway. 
Home games are hosted in 
the Ludlow Community 
Center. A huge shoutout 
to the players, parents, and 
coaches for all they do to 

represent community ath-
letics programs.
  Furthermore, and in time 

for the fresh snow, we are 
excited to share that new 
this year cross-country ski-
ing will be available at the 
Fletcher Fields this winter. 
A huge thank you goes out 
to the Fletcher Farm Foun-
dation for permission to do 
so. A huge debt of gratitude 
also goes out to the Side 
Hill Cronchers Snowmo-

bile Club who will groom 
the designated track for XC 
skiers. Aside from XC ski-
ing, snowtubing will also be 
permissible once again at 
the West Hill facility. 
  Looking ahead to spring, 

the goal remains the same, 
to dredge and resand the 
swimming area and beach 
at West Hill. As that RFP 
is in the process of being 
finalized, one has been se-
lected for the Mountain 

Biking Project that will be 
developed on the back 40, 
located behind the former 
high school baseball field. 
Since last spring, a local 
chapter of VMBA (Ver-
mont Mountain Biking As-
sociation) has been formed, 
aptly named LAST for Lud-
low Area Sports Trails. The 
grounds will be a municipal 
area for the community in 
the years to come. A con-
tract is set for the Phase I 

track to be built this spring 
2023.
  Lastly, Dorsey Park has 

some great news, too. A 
new playground plan has 
been selected based on 
community input to update 
the current playground lo-
cated between the building 
and tennis courts (which 
also received some much-
needed maintenance this 

Ludlow Recreation end of year update 2022

See REC on Page 2
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At Brattleboro Hearing Center your  

hearing healthcare is our top priority.

Our Doctors of Audiology keep up with the

latest technology and our research-driven

practices provide the best possible outcomes

in the treatment of hearing loss. We’re proud

to offer personalized, patient-centered care.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Brattleboro, VT • 802-254-3922

Swanzey, NH • 603-354-3325
Greenfield, MA • 413-773-5119

www.BrattleboroHearing.com

Calm Moments
Massage Studio
101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

802.228.7772
www.calmmomentsmassage.com

Days, Evenings, Weekends by Appointment

To book online visit our website

Gift Certificates Available Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 

Monday - Friday.   Excludes Holidays

SHRIMP & 
SCALLOPS

BROILED 
OR FRIED

$2000

JR. PRIME 
RIB

$1600

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

All Meals are Served with 

House Salad, Caesar Salad, 

or Veggie of the Day

11:45-9 Mon-Sat and 12-8 Sun

Now Taking Reservations

Take GOOD BEER Home!

IPA
Sours

Rarities

Extensive
Wine

Selection

ORDER AHEAD OF TIME

SKIP THE LINE

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW
ABOUT NEW FEATURED

Available for Pickup!

BREWFEST BEVERAGE CO.

brewfestbeverage.com     802-228-4261

Main Street, Ludlow, VT

PRODUCTS

603-401-8123

dgbodyworks.com

7 Depot Street
Proctorsville, VT

Mondays at 6:15 pm 
with Mikayla

Thursdays at 6:00 pm 
with Lori

Saturdays at 9:00 am 
with Lori

Weekly Yoga Classes

*private classes are available
Call 603-401-8123 for more information 

802-775-2552
131 Strongs Ave, Rutland, VT

The Emporium 
Tobacco & Gift Shop

Humidified Premium Cigars | Hand Blown Glass Pipes

Hookahs & Shisha | Roll Your Own Tobacco & Supplies

Bubblers & Water Pipes | Smoking Accessories

Vaporizers & Concentrates | E-Cigs & E-Pipes

Full service company equipped to meet 

all your plumbing and heating needs

Oil • Propane • Diesel • Kerosene  

Wood/Pellet Stoves • Boilers

Bellows Falls, VT • 802-463-3166 • JamesFuels.com

FOR IMMEDIATE HIRE:
CDL Hazmat Driver and Licensed Plumber

Get Your Local News 
Online: 

WWW.VERMONTJOURNAL.COM

• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

fall). As budgets are 
prepped, the Ludlow 
Recreation Committee is 
hopeful that a new up-

graded playground will be 
available in the near future. 
And finally, the skate park 
upgrade has also begun. The 
structures will be demol-
ished and a new 3K+ square 
foot skate park will be built. 
This was another feature 
that was long overdue reno-
vation, and it is exciting to 
be able to see that come to 
fruition.
  The Ludlow Recreation 

Committee is grateful to be 
able to share this progress 
with the community. A huge 

thank you goes out to every-
one for their support. If you 
would like to get involved, 
the Rec Committee meets 
the second Tuesday of the 
month at 5 p.m. in the con-
ference room at the Ludlow 
Community Center. Further 
information can be found at 
www.ludlowvtparksandrec.
com, and thanks again, es-
pecially to our dedicated 
Rec Director Nick Miele. 
Merry Christmas, Happy 
Holidays, and Happy New 
Year to everyone.

REC
From Page 1

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Okemo Valley Women’s 
Club, the Ludlow chapter of 
the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, met Mon-
day, Dec. 12 to celebrate the 
holiday season and begin 
plans for their volunteer ef-
forts for the coming year. 
Sixteen members gathered 
at the Black River Valley Se-
nior Center to share food, 
fun, and stories from the 
past year of service. There 
was a potluck dinner with 
enticing delicacies, many of 
which will be available for 
purchase in 2023 at fund-
raising bake sales. 
  The club held a brief busi-

ness meeting to review past 
and current programs and 
discuss upcoming events. 
Currently the annual Trees 
of Remembrance program 
is underway. The trees stand 
at Veteran’s Park in Ludlow 
and also on the green in 
Proctorsville. Anyone from 
the community is welcome 
to submit, by donation, the 
names of those they would 

like to remember or honor 
with lights on the trees. The 
names will be listed fre-
quently in the local media 
and the proceeds from this 
annual project benefit the 
club’s community efforts 
and scholarship programs. 
Donations and submissions 
of names should be sent to 
program Chairwoman Fran 
Derlinga, 29 Clearwater 
Drive, Grantham, N.H. 201-
264-8109. The trees will be 
lit for the holiday season for 
our communities to enjoy 
and will continue to be lit 
through January.
  Every year the Okemo 

Valley Women’s Club do-
nates their time, funds and 
efforts to a holiday project 
to benefit the local com-
munity. The club’s holiday 
project this year was to as-
sist holiday giving to local 
families in need through 
Black River Good Neigh-
bors in Ludlow. Many gifts 
for children and food for 
family holiday tables were 
purchased to contribute to 

BRGN’s holiday giving 
efforts and to make this 
a happy holiday for all of 
our community.
  The next meeting of the 

club will be held Monday, 
Jan. 9 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Black River Valley Senior 
Center. The club would 
like to thank the senior 
center for their contin-
ued support and ongoing 
use of their facility for the 
club’s meetings. 
  Anyone wishing to at-

tend the OVWC meeting 
should contact Member-
ship Chairwoman Su-
zanne Garvey, 802-436-
4341, President Penny 
Trick, 802-975-0313, or 
any member.
  The Okemo Valley 

Women’s Club is a mem-
ber of the General Feder-
ation of Women’s Clubs, 
an international organi-
zation dedicated to com-
munity improvement by 
enhancing the lives of 
others through volunteer 
service.

Okemo Valley Women’s 
Club celebrate the 
holidays

CHESTER, Vt. – Vermont 
doll artist Bonnie Wat-
ters has her last remain-
ing edition of Destry Doll 
on display at the Southern 
Vermont Art Center Fall/

Winter Member Exhibit in 
Manchester, Vt. Bonnie is 
ending her 54 years of doll 
artistry as she is not able to 
sew any longer. Destry was 
first created in 1985 and 

continued to be a favorite 
with children and adult 
collectors in her classic 
category of original cloth 
dolls.
  Bonnie’s care giver 

husband Lew joins her 
at SVAC with his Lone 
Apple Tree photographs, 
four seasons, three years, 
hundreds of exposures, 
and countless hours of 
digital editing. The cur-
rent exhibit runs through 
Feb. 5, 2023. 
  Member works in all 

media are for sale. Sup-
port local art, come away 
inspired and perhaps as a 
new owner of original art.

Watters’ art on exhibit

S P R I N G F I E L D , 

Vt. – The Vermont 
Department of Cor-
rections (DOC) an-
nounced this week 
that the Good Spir-
its Café has officially 
opened its doors to 
incarcerated individu-
als and staff at South-
ern State Correctional 
Facility (SSCF). The 
café is an innovative 
small business venture 
created by incarcer-
ated individuals of the 
SSCF honor unit—
a special residential 
housing unit with 
increased indepen-
dence and behavior 
contracts—with assis-
tance from DOC staff.
  “Most of us have 

dreams of starting a 
small business of our 
own but haven’t any idea 
how or where to begin,” 
said Michael Lewis, who 
has resided in DOC cus-
tody since 2008. “So, I 
purchased a self-help 
book on how to build a 
start-up business, cre-
ated a power point, and 
completed a three-week 
business plan class. The 
coffee shop seemed like 
the perfect fit for this in-
novative venture.”
  According to Lewis, 

the coffee shop creates 
teaching and learning 
opportunities, provides 
hands-on vocational 
training, and offers a 
unique first-hand per-
spective of operating 
and managing a small 

business. 
  Other individuals in-

volved in the project say it 
also significantly bolstered 
their confidence, self-es-
teem, and will hopefully re-
duce the possibility of their 
returning to prison.
  “I applaud the hard 

work, ingenuity, and keen 
entrepreneurial spirit of 
Mr. Lewis and the entire 
café team,” said Nicholas 
J. Deml, Commissioner of 
the Department of Cor-
rections. “I had the op-
portunity to visit the Good 
Spirits Café last week and 
was deeply impressed with 
their operation. This skill-
based training prepares 
those in DOC custody for 
a Vermont workforce that 
acutely needs their talents. 

This is exactly the direction 
Vermont should be head-
ing.”
  The honors unit at SSCF 

is the second of two honors 
units across the state cor-
rectional system, the other 
being housed at the state’s 
women’s facility, Chitten-
den Regional Correctional 
Facility (CRCF) in South 
Burlington. DOC intends 
to explore the opportunity 
to launch additional hon-
ors units in other state fa-
cilities in 2023 and plans to 
use these units to incubate 
cutting edge correctional 
and vocational rehabilita-
tion practices that better 
prepare justice-involved 
individuals for successful 
reentry into Vermont com-
munities.

Incarcerated individuals 
open coffee shop at SSCF 

Good Spirits Cafe.
PHOTO PROVIDED



LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, past President 
of Chester Historical 
Society, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
ronpatch27@gmail.com
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F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

802-228-5774

FIXED ANNUITY SPECIAL

5% tax deferred & guaranteed for a full 5 years!

No More Stock Market Risk  •  Highly Rated Insurance Company
Limited Time Offer

Member FINRA/SIPC

Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Call Huntley Financial Services to find out more. Lock in this rate today!

BLACK RIVER GOOD 

NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149

Hours: Monday-Friday, 

10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     

www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                              

Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

Hap
py

Hol
iday

s!

FOR ALL OF YOUR SEPTIC NEEDS

AQUA AID  

SYSTEMS

SOLVING HARD WATER, IRON, BLUE STAINING, RADON, AND ARSENIC 

PROBLEMS IN THE CENTRAL VT AND NH AREA SINCE 1984

800-252-8484 • AQUAAIDSYSTEMS.COM

Service Pumps & Tanks

Water Conditioning

Free on-site Water Analysis  
& Estimate 

Radon & Arsenic Removal

Systems Maintenance

Home Supplies Delivery

www.drchristopherfauver.com

802-885-3191
48 Main Street

Chester, VT

Like us on Facebook

Implant Supported Dentures

Implant supported 
dentures can sit on 4 
or 6 implants, which is 
the next level up in full 
mouth restoration.

Many of our traditional 
denture patients are not 
satisfied with the fit. The 
investment in the latest 
implant supported dentures can result in much 
improved functionality and overall satisfaction.

Make an 
appointment 

to see if implant 
supported 

dentures are 
right for you!

JUDD’S

802-722-4200
6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158

Open Tue - Fri 7:30 am - 5:00 pm, Sat 7:30 am - 12:00 pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

POWER EQUIPMENT

AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION

  The recent snowstorm 
got me thinking about 
snowstorms of years past 
and how we got around 
in those days.
  The photo with this 

article typifies how back 
roads were maintained. 
The Brookside Milk 
truck has stopped com-
ing up East Hill in An-
dover in the 1930s. Harry 
Balch might have been 
the driver.
  The first thing you’ll 

notice is how high the 
snowbanks are. As the 
snow was piled high it 
would fall back into the 
road, creating a funnel 
shape. I remember snow-
banks like this on Dodge 
Road and other locations.
  When snowbanks were 

this high the wing plow 
was next to be used. On 
early snowplows the wing 
was raised and lowered 
by a winch. The wing 
plow operator would 
raise the plow high. As 
the truck drove along the 
wing plow pushed the 
snow away from the road, 
thereby reducing the 
height of the high bank.
One Saturday morn-

ing my father and I went 
rabbit hunting up in 
Shrewsbury. It was snow-
ing when we left Chester, 
but we had a four wheel 
drive Scout, so we weren’t 
concerned. By the time 

us. I can still see it through 
the heavy snow. It looked 
like a monster in the almost 
whiteout conditions.
  We got out of the Scout, 

as did the plowman. After a 
brief conversation, the driv-
er got back in the cab and 
put it in reverse. He backed 
up quite a distance before 
he found a place where we 
could get by.
  In the 1960s not many 

people had four wheel drive 
vehicles. Everyone had a 
pair of tire chains in their 
trunk. I remember laying on 
my back beside the snowy 
road putting on tire chains. 
As recently as 15 years ago, 
Andy Ojanen, when return-
ing home, up Adams Road, 
would have to put chains on 
to get home.
  As Vermont roads were 

improved dump trucks 
became larger and more 
powerful. They could plow 
easier and the driver could 
control the plow and wing 
plow from inside the cab. 
More and more people now 
drove four wheel drive or all 
wheel drive vehicles.
  One winter day Tom Pe-

traska came to our house 
on High Street. We were 13 
or 14 and going snowshoe-
ing. We left my house and 
snowshoed through Rob 
Parker’s pasture to Dodge 
Road. Somewhere I have 
a photo of Tom standing 
in the road, dressed in his 

woolen reds, with his 
wooden snowshoes over 
his shoulder.
  Tom was dwarfed by 

the high snowbanks. 
Dodge hill was a favor-
ite place for us kids to go 
sliding. Once the road 
was sanded, that ended 
sliding until the next 
storm. We used to ski 
over at Rob Field’s large 
fields. I don’t remember 
who it was now but one 
kid went through barb-
wire. 
  We also went tobog-

ganing at Rob Field’s. We 
would ski or toboggan all 
day. Make a run down 
the hills in his field and 
walk back up the hill to 
do it again. It was a real 
workout.
  I remember Steve 

Waldo and Billy Parker 
sometimes went with 
us. Once we had a trail 
packed, flying saucers 
could be fun.
  Snowstorms of 30 or 

40 years ago were a lot 
heavier than today. It was 
colder then too. It wasn’t 
uncommon for the mer-
cury to drop to 20 below 
zero or more. It could 
last a week. Many days it 
stayed below zero all day.

  This week’s old saying 
is from Timothy Leary: 
“Turn on, tune in, drop 
out.”

The V-plow

we got to Mount Holly 
flats there was four to 
five inches of snow on 
the ground.
  We hunted in 

Shrewsbury, all the 
while snow was com-
ing down heavy. By the 
time we left a foot of 
snow had fallen. The 
only wheel tracks in 
the snow covered road 
were the ones we made 
going in. The snow-
banks were high with 
the funnel effect. We 
were driving slowly 
when we came into a 
curve in the road. Low 
and behold a V-plow 
was coming straight at 

Brookside Milk truck on East Hill in Andover. Notice snowbanks, made by V-plow.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

Christmas arrived early 
at Springfield Area Parent 
Child Center this year and 
it was a huge success. On 
Saturday, Dec. 10, the cen-
ter opened their doors to 
over 200 people who had 
purchased all of the avail-
able tickets, which had 
been on sale since early No-
vember.
  The center was com-

pletely transformed into a 
winter wonderland where 
families got to tour “Santa’s 
Workshop.” Children built 
their own toy and received 
a gift bag to fill with sur-
prises discovered around 
the workshop. Volunteer 
elves led the way through 
the magical tour which 
included a narration of 
“’Twas the Night Before 
Christmas.” The highlight, 
of course, was a special visit 
from Santa Claus himself. 
Finally, families enjoyed 
cookies and cocoa, and 

picked up some special 
gifts at SAPCC’s Christmas 
gift shop.
  This event would not 

have been possible without 
the support of our generous 
sponsors: Mascoma Bank, 
Willow Farm Pet Services, 
the North School Preser-
vation Society, and Indel-
ible, Inc. Special thanks to 

the volunteers and SAPCC 
staff who worked tirelessly 
to bring this magical event 
to the community. SAPCC 
raised over $5000, which 
will go toward building 
bridges of support for chil-
dren, families, and caregiv-
ers in southern Windsor 
and northern Windham 
counties.

Santa’s Workshop 
Fundraiser for SAPCC

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 

The Kurn Hattin Homes’ 
holiday celebrations began 
with beautiful trees from 
Christmas Trees of Ver-
mont and decorating ac-
tivities. The annual holiday 
luncheon and children’s 
performance always gets 
everyone in the holiday 
spirit. The children have 
fun with the request to, 
“Dress like you work in San-
ta’s workshop,” “Dress like a 
Christmas character,” and 
“Holiday pajama day.” The 
children also learn about 
and include Hanukkah, 
the Solstice, and Kwanzaa 
in their celebrations. The 
community is very gener-
ous to the children with 
donations of all kinds in-
cluding items for the holi-
day bazaar. The children 
can use their Caught Be-
ing Good (CBG) coupons 
in lieu of cash to purchase 
items for gifts. There are 
special gifts of caroling 
(Landmark College), and 
for over 80 years the Ver-

mont Academy students, 
who act as mentors to the 
younger children, provide 
gifts. To the children’s de-
light, Chester Rotary Club 
arranged for Santa and his 
entourage to visit. 
  Then, prior to the cot-

tage Christmas parties, and 
an encore holiday perfor-
mances for families, the 
children celebrate Night 
of Giving. During this en-
chanted evening, the chil-
dren share how they are 
giving back to others and 
what it means to them. 

  From Kurn Hattin Homes 
to your home, happy holi-
days!

‘Tis the most wonderful 
time of the year

Trace all decked out for 
Christmas.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Mrs. Claus and Santa pause for a photo with one of the 
children who visited “Santa’s Workshop.”

PHOTO PROVIDED
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Dear Editor,

  Thank you to Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders and 
Rep. Peter Welch who last 
month led the submission 
of a request to the House 
and Senate Appropria-
tions Committee chairs and 
ranking members to double 
funding –$1.933 billion – 
for the Older Americans 
Act (OAA) nutrition pro-
grams as part of the FY23 
omnibus spending package 
now before Congress. We 
need this spending package 
to pass.
  In a letter to the appro-

priations leaders, Sanders, 
Welch, and 24 more mem-
bers of Congress quoted 
Sarah Lipton, director of the 
Montpelier Senior Activity 
Center, “Squeezed by 70% 
increased need, the Meals 
on Wheels program in the 
capital city of Vermont is 
facing a financial deficit of 
78% because of the static 
level of OAA funding. 

We’ve had to start a waitlist, 
putting folks who deserve 
vital nutrition in limbo. 
Simply put, we receive $3.80 
for each meal we serve but 
our cost is actually $17 per 
meal, which we are strug-
gling to finance.”
  Earlier this fall, I wrote 

that senior centers and 
meal sites in southeastern 
Vermont are faced with a 
similar financial crisis. This 
funding shortfall not only 
jeopardizes meal recipients, 
but also programs at some 
of the upper valley’s senior 
centers. The senior centers, 
meal sites, and Senior Solu-
tions are working diligently 
to make up the meal fund-
ing shortfall for this fiscal 
year. But without significant 
increases from Washington 
and Montpelier, these fund-
ing gaps will force reduc-
tions in services, such as in 
Montpelier, as the cost of 
food and services increase 

along with the need 
among older Vermonters.
  Here at the state level, 

we are also seeking addi-
tional funding for meals 
for older Vermonters. 
During the legislative 
session, we will introduce 
a bill to add more state 
funding to the meal pro-
grams.
  Your voice is needed. 

Please reach out to Sen. 
Sanders and Rep. Welch 
to support their call for 
increased Older Ameri-
cans Act funding. And 
speak to your Vermont 
legislators about how 
they too can support 
critically needed funding 
increases for meal pro-
grams throughout Ver-
mont. 

Mark Boutwell,
Executive Director Se-

nior Solutions
Springfield, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  If Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers and Pat Leahy care at 
all about animal welfare, 
which most politicians pay 
lip service to, they should 
support increased fund-
ing for cultivated-meat re-
search. For those who don’t 
know, cultivated meat is 
grown from livestock cells, 
without slaughter. It has 
the potential to do so much 
good.

  We kill over a trillion 
aquatic and land animals 
every year for food. The 
amount of suffering this 
represents is beyond com-
prehension. To put it in 
perspective, only about 117 
billion humans have ever 
lived, according to the Pop-
ulation Reference Bureau.
  Cellular agriculture will 

allow us to continue eating 
meat, without this horrific 

violence. Increased pub-
lic funding for research 
in the field will help cul-
tivated meat reach price 
parity with slaughtered 
products. Legislators 
who have any compas-
sion for our fellow crea-
tures should support it.

Sincerely, 
Jon Hochschartner
Granby, Conn.

BELLOWS FALLS, 

Vt. – Advanced prepa-
ration when facing the 
death of a parent is a 
critical consideration. 
Without the necessary 
personal and legal pro-
visions in place navigat-
ing grief while managing 
formalities can become a 
complicated nightmare. 
  In my case I harbored 

no fantasies about the 
eventuality that none of 
us escape. My mother 
was 90, embraced a deep 
faith, and was unafraid of 
dying. My new memoir, 
“18 minutes: A Daugh-
ter’s Primer on Life and 
Death,” is part love let-
ter, part cautionary tale, 
and part instructional 
manual. It chronicles my 
experience during the 
final 18 minutes of my 
mother’s life, while re-

flecting upon the legacy she 
left behind. 
  Hers was an extraor-

dinary, ordinary life. A 
mother and wife shaped 
by the culture of the 1950s 
domesticity, she left a last-
ing impression upon every 
person she met. Her exam-
ple of thoughtfulness and 
preparedness extended to 
my required attendance at 
“When Mom Dies School,” 
despite the fact that I was a 
reluctant pupil. I wrote this 
primer as a roadmap, a gift 
from my mother through 
me to future “students” who 
would rather skip school.
  Reading this book and vi-

cariously attending “When 
Mom Dies School” will help 
prepare the reader to navi-
gate an extremely difficult 
and sometimes unexpected 
moment, with patience, 
competence, and most of 

all, love.
  Since the end of Sep-

tember 2022, over 1300 
Amazon downloads have 
occurred in the U.S. and 
worldwide, including Can-
ada, the United Kingdom, 
Australia, India, Brazil, 
Germany, and France.
  Available on Amazon 

as a Kindle eBook, trade 
paperback, and hardcov-
er at www.amazon.com/
dp/1892538016.
  Available on Ingram, for 

publishers, libraries, retail-
ers, and educators at www.
ingrampublisherservices.
com/ ISBN 978-1-892538-
85-7.
  Published by Oaklea Press 

Inc., www.oakleapress.com.
  Contact Susan MacNeil, 

Bellows Falls, Vt., at susan@
svidol.com for more infor-
mation. Available for read-
ings and book signings.

“18 Minutes: A Daughter’s 
Primer on Life & Death”

REGION – The Leader-
ship Southeast Vermont 
program has recom-
menced after our Co-
vid hiatus, with a record-
breaking 19 participants 
from all over southern 
Vermont. This cohort 
of leaders has had three 
sessions so far, an orien-
tation session, a regional 
culture and history day, 
and an education day.
  In orientation, students 

learned what to expect 
in the upcoming classes. 
They also reflected on 
their own personal lead-
ership styles and places 
where they could im-
prove. Students also met 
their teams, who they 
will be working with 
on their group projects 
throughout the course. 
We had wonderful pre-
sentations from Allison 
Hopkins from the Mt. 
Ascutney Regional Com-
mission, Susan Westa 
from the Windham Re-
gional Commission, and 
Ross Gibson, a Leader-
ship Educator from The 
Richards Group. Thank 
you to SEVCA in West-
minster for allowing us 
use their building.
  In the second session, 

held in Windsor, Vt., par-
ticipants learned about 
regional culture and his-
tory. The day started with 
a series of presentations 
about the men that made 

an economic impact on 
Springfield and the Preci-
sion Valley, and the history 
of some of the local towns 
and their accomplishments. 
After the morning of pre-
sentations, the class got to 
enjoy the beautiful autumn 
day with a walking tour of 
Windsor, learning about 
the influential architecture 
and inventions that started 
there. The tour ended at the 
American Precision Muse-
um where we were handed 
over to their knowledge-
able staff for a tour through 
time and innovation. The 
students learned about how 
Windsor, and the surround-
ing towns, helped change 
the way we think about mass 
production. After regroup-
ing at the Waypoint Center, 
we headed to our last stop, 
Saint-Gaudens National 
Historic Park, where we got 
a tour of his artwork and the 
historical context.
  The third session took 

place on Nov. 3, 2022. The 
focus of the day was edu-
cation, hosted by the River 
Valley Technical Center in 
Springfield, Vt. The partici-
pants heard from presenters 
who covered a wide range of 
education from early child-
care, pre-school, elementa-
ry, middle and high school, 
and post-secondary educa-
tion. We also heard about 
the variety of alternatives 
that are available to stu-
dents such as technical edu-

cation, online education, 
and on-the-job training. 
We listened to a panel of 
high school students from 
the River Valley Technical 
Center speak and answer 
questions about their edu-
cational journey and their 
tech center experience and 
how it has enhanced their 
education. The participants 
and speakers were treated to 
an amazing lunch and des-
sert prepared by the RVTC 
culinary students before go-
ing on a tour of the school 
and visiting the different 
trades the high school stu-
dents could learn about.
  Some common themes 

amongst the presentations 
were how Covid has im-
pacted education, the value 
of early childhood educa-
tion, and the shortage of 
teachers and administra-
tors around the state and 
the country. It was a great 
exposure to the range of 
education options available 
in the state of Vermont, 
even for those who do not 
work in the field and it has 
no application to their job, 
it was fantastic informa-
tion to have as a current or 
someday parent in the state 
of Vermont.
  For more information 

about Leadership Southeast 
Vermont, please visit our 
website at www.leadership-
sevt.org or Contact Taylor 
Drinker at taylor@spring-
fieldvt.com. 

Leadership Southeast 
Vermont program updates

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Re-
cently, the Springfield Elks 
Lodge #1560 was informed 
that the Springfield High 
School Library needed 
a new American Flag in 

their library. No problem, 
a new flag was ordered and 

presented to the library on 
Dec. 6.

Springfield Elks Lodge donates flag 
to SHS

Shown l to r: students Angelina Woychosky and Ella Rob-
inson, librarian Jen Wasyliko, and Victor Baskevich of the 
Springfield Elks making the presentation.

PHOTO PROVIDED



Carolyn Borst, 1953-2022 John Sinclair, 2022

December 21, 2022 | 5The Vermont Journal/The Shopper

CHURCH SERVICES: 

We run Church Services on an alternating schedule. 
Subject to space. All services are posted online at www.
VermontJournal.com.

OBITUARIES

Due by Monday 12 p.m. 

Email to editor@vermontjournal.com

Basic 200-word Obituary $75
$0.50/word after 200

Black and White Photo $10

Death Notices, Funeral Services, 

and Thank You Notices under 50 words are free

obituariesCHRISTMAS SERVICES

Simonton Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 

Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

137 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your  

piece of Vermont  

to fit your Dreams!

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

15 Barker St.

Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479

Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security

UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

KEENE, N.H. – Carolyn 
Elaine Borst, 69, of Marl-
boro St., died on Friday Dec. 
9, 2022 at her home follow-
ing a long illness. She was 
born on April 4, 1953 in 
Finley, Ohio, to the late Wal-
ter and Annabell (Nye) Phil-
lips. She attended schools in 
Ohio and worked for Trico 
Vending Co. in Brattleboro 
for many years. She also 
worked for National Grange 
in Keene.
  She was married in Bra-

denton, Fla. to Gary Lake, 
who survives. Other survi-
vors include two sons Gra-
ham and Dustin Borst, two 
stepsons Shane and Chris 
Lake, one step daughter 
Heather Lake, brothers Wal-

ter and John Phillips, sisters 
Peg Golling, Joyce Baker, 
Barb (Billy) Smith, and Jea-
nette (Louie) Troiano. She is 
also survived by grandchil-
dren Haley, Davion, Land-
on, Anthony, and Luca Sira-
bella. She was pre-deceased 
by her parents, her brother 
Leonard Phillips, and a 
sister Sandy Fields. Elaine 
enjoyed doing crafts, her 
trips to Florida, and spend-
ing time at the Old Orchard 
Beach. At Elaine’s request 
there will be no services.
  Fenton and Hennessy Fu-

neral Home have been en-
trusted with arrangements. 
55 Westminster St., Bellows 
Falls, Vt. www.fentonand-
hennessey.com

WINDSOR, Vt. – I, John 
Fleming Sinclair, departed 
this planet on Dec. 14, 2022, 
surrounded by my family. 
I died of old age and a lot 
of fun. I was blessed with 
wonderful parents, Ned 
(Newcastle, NB), and Helen 
(Toronto, ON), who raised 
me, my brother Hugh, and 
my sister Jane in Wind-
sor, Vt. I graduated from 
Middlebury College, where 
I focused on competitive 
skiing and parties, and the 
University of Pennsylva-
nia Dental School, where 
I focused on my studies. I 
opened a dental practice 
in Springfield, Vt. in 1967. 
My wife Nancy and I built 
a home on Woodbury Road 
and raised three children, 
Molly (Old Orchard Beach, 
Maine), Jes (Castleton, Vt.), 
and Peter (San Marino, 
Calif.). I am survived by 
my three children and two 
grandchildren, John and 
Mary.
  I was so very lucky to 

know so many wonderful 
people in Springfield and 
Windsor County. I’d like to 
give a big and sincere thank 
you to all of my friends for 
such a wonderful life in ru-
ral Vermont. And I’d like to 
thank my lifelong college 
friends, who congregated 
each summer for nearly 50 
years for a great party at our 
annual Cow Shit Festival.
  I did my best to live by 

two adages. First, “Service 
to others is the rent we pay 
for the privilege of living on 
Earth.” So, in lieu of flow-
ers, please make donations 

to Kurn Hattin Homes or 
the Springfield Humane 
Society. Give big, and feel 
good about it. Second, “You 
can’t beat fun.” I loved fish-
ing, hunting, skiing, and a 
good party. Sometime next 
summer, there will be a big 
party, with lots of dancing, 
somewhere in Windsor 
County. I hope our won-
derful friends will come 
and have some fun.
  Cheers,
  John

  The Sinclair Family ex-
tends our gratitude to the 
caring professionals at Ce-
dar Hill and Bayada Hos-
pice. Thank you for your 
love and support. Please 
give to Kurn Hattin Homes, 
www.kurnhattin.org/ways-
to-give/ or the Springfield 
Humane Society, www.sp-
fldhumane.org/donate in 
our father’s honor. Knight 
Funeral Home in Windsor 
is entrusted with arrange-
ments and online condo-
lences may be left at www.
knightfuneralhomes.com.

John Sinclair, 2022.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – Gail Ann 
Oakman Stocker, 77, of Lud-
low, Vt. died Saturday Dec. 
10, 2022, at her residence.
  She was born in Rut-

land, on Sept. 27, 1945, the 
daughter of George and Ce-
celia (Edgerton) Oakman.
  She graduated from Rut-

land High School in 1963.
  Gail married Francis 

Stocker on Aug. 2, 1968.
  She had been employed 

by D&T Spinning, a textile 

manufacturer in Ludlow.
  She is survived by her hus-

band Francis and her son 
Brian, both of Ludlow, and 
brothers Ronald Oakman 
of Proctor and Charles Oak-
man of Rutland.
  Gail enjoyed watching the 

birds at her feeders.
  Per her wishes, there will 

be no calling hours.
  A graveside service will be 

held in the spring in the East 
Clarendon Cemetery.

Gail Ann Oakman Stocker, 
1945-2022

Aldis E. Thayer,  

1932-2022 
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Al-

dis “Aldy” E. Thayer, age 
90, left this life on Dec. 11, 
2022 in Shelburne, Vt. Aldy 
was born on Jan. 5, 1932 in 
Irasburg, Vt. to Harry I. and 
Lottie (Elliott) Thayer. The 
family farmed in Irasburg 
and Coventry before mov-
ing to Springfield. He gradu-
ated from Springfield High 
School and enlisted in the 
Army. He married Mildred 
Eddy in 1951 and served 
during the Korean War.
  He worked for Wood-

bury Florist, the Vermont 
Army National Guard, 
Holmes Transportation, St. 
Johnsbury Trucking, and 
the Weston Bowl Mill. He 
volunteered as a fire fighter, 
rope tow operator, ski pa-
trolman, driver for Chester 
Cares, and Deacon and Sex-
ton at Chester Congrega-
tional Church. 
  Survivors are his daughter 

Patricia Carpenter (Paul), 
and his son Alan Thayer 
(Mamie Hale), six grand-
children and their spouses, 

and eighteen great-grand-
children. 
  The family would like to 

thank the staff at The Ar-
bors, Cynthia Thayer, Irene 
Saulnier, and Ken and Shir-
ley Barrett for their kindness 
during Aldy’s illness.
  A memorial service will be 

held on Jan. 5, 2023, at 1 p.m. 
at the First Baptist Church in 
Chester. Donations may be 
made to VFW Post 771 or 
the Vermont Chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Association.

Aldis E. Thayer, 1932-2022.
PHOTO PROVIDED

ASCUTNEY, VT.
Ascutney Union Church, 5243 Rte. 5
On Dec. 24, we will have a Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service starting at 6 p.m. All are welcome to attend.

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
Immanuel Episcopal Church, 20 Church St.
During Advent, Sunday services at Immanuel Episcopal 
Church are held at 10 a.m. with the celebration of Holy 
Eucharist. Zoom will be available for Christmastide 
and Epiphany. To access the Zoom link visit the 
church website, www.immanuelepiscopal.net or email 
immanuelepiscopal@gmail.com. After a long absence 
we are pleased to announce the return of our Service 
for a Blue Christmas. As we celebrate this joyous season 
it also brings a time of sadness and loneliness missing 
those who are no longer with us, due to death, distance, 
or separation. Join us on Thursday, Dec. 22, at 6 p.m. 
in our chapel as we honor our loved ones, friends, and 
family who are absent from our lives. Christmas Eve 
Service will be held on Saturday, Dec. 24 at 6 p.m. with 
Lessons and Carols followed by Holy Eucharist. Join us 
as we celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ, with 
music, singing, candlelight and incense.

CHESTER, VT. 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 313 Main Street
Come, sing along, listen to the often-told story, 
and prepare for the true meaning of Christmas – a 
celebration of Christ’s birth on Saturday, Dec. 24, 
Christmas Eve from 7-8 p.m. Carol Sing, 8-9 p.m. First 
Eucharist of Christmas. This joyous, candlelight service 
is a most beautiful way to welcome in the celebration of 
Christ’s birth. Sunday, Dec. 25, Christmas Day.  10-11 
a.m.  Holy Eucharist and a quiet contemplative service.  

LONDONDERRY, VT. 
Second Congregational Church of Londonderry, 
2051 N. Main St.
The community is warmly invited to the Christmas Eve 
service on Saturday, Dec. 24 at 5:30 p.m. There will be 
a service of lessons, carols, and candlelight. It will also 
be live streamed over YouTube. Please go to the church 
website www.2ndcongregationalchurchvt.org. If you 
have questions, or need directions, please call the church 
office at 802-824-6543. 

LUDLOW, VT.
Ludlow Baptist Church, on the Green, 99 Main St.
Join the Ludlow Baptist Church for a Christmas Cantata 
and Candlelight Service on Christmas Eve at 7 p.m. 
There will be a performance of “Light of the World, A 
Musical Worshipping the Christ of Christmas.” For more 
information, go to www.LudlowBaptist.org.

United Church of Ludlow (UCC and Methodist), 48 
Pleasant St.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 
5:30 p.m. Christmas Day Service Celebrating the birth 
of Christ in Carols and Stories 10 a.m. Whoever you 
are and wherever you are in your life and faith journey, 
you are welcome here! Handicap parking and access 
available, for information call 802-228-4211.

SPRINGFIELD, VT. 
First Congregational Church, 77 Main St.
Our Christmas Eve service will take place Saturday, 
Dec. 24 at 4 p.m. Everyone is invited to join us as 
we recount the story of Christ’s birth through scripture 
readings, singing of carols, and candlelight. The service 
will be live-streamed on our Facebook page as well. 
The following morning, Christmas day, enjoy a service 
of music, scripture, and reflection on our new YouTube 
channel (@firstchurchspringfield4738) from the comfort 
of home.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 33 Fairground Rd.
All are invited, regardless of religious affiliation, for 
a “Festive Celebration of The Nativity of Our Lord – 
Christmas.” The service will begin at 4 p.m. The service 
will be preceded by a “Christmas Carol Sing” starting 
at 3:30 p.m. with Ms. Karlaine Livingston as Organist. 
St. Mark’s will also restart its old “Giving Tree” tradition. 
There is a fir tree in the church, and if so moved, folks 
are invited to place warm hats and/or mittens on it. 
These will be taken to the Springfield Family Center for 
distribution where needed. Sanitizer and masks will be 
available for those who desire them. Holy Communion 
will be “individual” and not from the Common Cup.

WESTMINSTER, VT. 
First Congregational Church of Westminster, 3470 
Rte. 5
The First Congregational Church of Westminster will 
celebrate Christmas Eve with a special 5:30 p.m. 
worship service. All are welcome to attend. The sermon 
will be delivered by special guest Richard O’Donnell. The 
service will conclude with candlelit carols outside by the 
creche and the luminaria.

WESTON, VT. 
Old Parish Church, west side of Route 100
Weston’s Old Parish Church will hold a Community 
Christmas Eve Service with caroling, readings, and 
fellowship Saturday, Dec. 24 at 8 p.m. Feel free to come 
early to secure a seat; all are welcome. Masking is 
optional, but encouraged for those with health concerns. 
The church will not be holding a service on Sunday, Dec 
25. We encourage our neighbors to celebrate Christmas 
Day at home in the spirit of the season with family and 
loved ones.
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DEC. 28–30

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfield Art Gym is 
hosting a three day camp 
for children 8 to 12 years 
old. Winter Break Camp 
will have two sessions, 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 
another at 2-5 p.m. on 
December 28, 29, and 30. 
Children will experience 
several mediums, including 
painting, art journal, 
clay, and mixed media. 
For more information or 
to sign up please email 
us at springfieldartgym@
gmail.com. You may 
also message us on our 
Facebook page.

JAN. 8 –

WINDSOR, Vt. – Hosted by 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
on Jan. 8 from 2-3:30 p.m., 
this choral concert will be 
performed by area singing 
groups, accompanied 
by Gerry Grimo, Parish 
Director of Music. Come 
and explore, musically, 
the many traditions of 
Epiphany as we travel 
with the Wiseman on 
their journey. While there, 
enjoy some refreshments at 
intermission. 

SUNDAYS –

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Catamount Composite 

Squadron of the Civil Air 
Patrol meets Sundays, from 
3:30-5:30 p.m., at Hartness 
Airport in Springfield. 
The Civil Air Patrol is the 
auxiliary unit of the U.S. 
Air Force tasked with the 
mission of supporting 
America’s communities 
with emergency response, 
diverse aviation and 
ground services, youth 
development, and 
promotion of air, space, 
and cyber power. Cadets 
as young as 12 and senior 
members of any age make 
up this diverse group of 
volunteers.

MONDAYS –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Overeaters Anonymous 
12-Step Recovery Program 
is Mondays, from 7-8 p.m., 
at Parks Place, 44 School 
St Ext. in Bellows Falls. The 
program is free. For more 
information go to www.
oa.org.

WALPOLE, N.H. – Meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
in St. John’s Parish Hall, 
Walpole.

WESTON, Vt. – Bingo is 
Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
at the Weston Rod & Gun 
Club, 982 Route 100, 
1.5 miles north of Weston 
Village. All are welcome.

TUESDAYS –

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Meals 
on Wheels serves a senior 
community lunch every 
Tuesday, from 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m., at the 
meal site, which is located 
on the corner of Union 
and Southridge streets in 
Springfield. All-you-can-
eat buffet includes milk, 
coffee or tea, and dessert. 
Suggested donation. For 
more information, call 802-
885-5879.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Zumba 
classes, Tuesdays at 9:30 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. All 
fitness levels welcome. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information. 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Senior 
Solutions is sponsoring Tai 

Chi classes on Tuesdays 
at the Great Hall, Pearl 
St., Springfield, Vt. 
Intermediate-advanced 
classes will meet from 
9:30–10:30 a.m. and 
beginner classes will meet 
from 10:40–11:40 a.m. 
For more information, 
contact Wendi Germain 
at wgermain@
seniorsolutionsvt.org. 

WEDNESDAYS –

CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Wednesday, from 
10-11 a.m. Classes 
will be held in the First 
Universalist Parish of 
Chester community room. 
Classes are free and open 
to all. Drop-in class, no 
registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara at 
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Frances Barsky leads 
a weekly creative 
writing workshop at the 
Rockingham Library from 
1–2:30 p.m. Bring a laptop 
or a pen and paper. 

THURSDAYS –

CHESTER, Vt. – Knit Knite 
at Six Loose Ladies on 
the Chester Common 
Thursdays, from 5-8 p.m., 
and via Zoom, from 7-8 
p.m.

WALPOLE, N.H. – 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting, a 
12-step recovery program 
for women who have a 
desire to stop drinking, is 
happening every Thursday 

at 6 p.m. at the St. John’s 
Episcopal Church at the 
corner of Westminster and 
Elm streets in Walpole, N.H. 
For more information, call 
Viva at 802-732-8330.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Genealogy enthusiast 
Wayne Blanchard will be 
at the Rockingham Library 
on Thursdays from 10:30 
a.m. – 12 p.m. If you own 
a laptop, please bring it 
along. Both beginners and 
seasoned genealogists are 
welcome.  

FRIDAYS –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Fridays from 11 a.m. – 
12 p.m., John Bohannon 
will teach Tai Chi and Qi 
Gong at the Rockingham 
Library in Bellows Falls, Vt. 
No special equipment or 
clothing is required.

SATURDAYS –

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Edgar May Health and 
Recreation Center offers 
Springfield residents the 
opportunity to come for a 
free swim every Saturday, 
from 1-3 p.m. Participants 
may need to show proof 
of Springfield residency. 
For more information, call 
802-885-2568, email 
info@edgarmay.org, or visit 
www.edgarmay.org.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Yoga, 
Saturdays at 10 a.m. at the 
Spring House at Jackson 
Gore. Call 802-228-1419 
for more information.

December 21, 2022
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classifiedsLEGAL NOTICES

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150for13Weeks•$250for26Weeks•$400for52Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Vermont State Craft Center

68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111

Open Wed. 11-5, Thur. 11-5, Fri. 11-7, Sat. 11-5

Closing at 3 on Christmas Eve 

Stocking Stuffers, Ornaments, Pottery, Scarves, Craft Kits, 
Home Decor, Glass, Fine Art, Prints & Photographs

Paint the New England Landscape w/ Rob O’Brien

Jan. 14 Workshop (Register by 1/11) $85.

Introduction to Handmade Books w/ Deborah Stuart

Jan. 28 Workshop (Register by 1/25) $30.

galleryvault.org
(01/18/23 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors

APEX VENTURES, LLC - HOUSE PAINTING
Booking interior painting for the winter. Also booking exterior 
painting for the spring and summer of 2023. Houses, decks, 
porches, garages and barns.  Email adam@apexventures.one 
for a free quote.
(02/08/23  - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restorations on 
up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our clients can 
expect professionalism, proficiency, customer care, and quality. 
Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.mortensen@gmail.com. 

Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/22/23 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-558-5267. 
(03/15/23 - 13)

NEW ENGLAND HOME

BUIDING AND REMODEL
802-779-3414 — Located in Weston, VT

Kitchens, Additions, and Remodels.  Finish Carpentry and Cabinet 
Work.  Property Maintenance. Fully Insured, Free Estimates. 

Like us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM!

www.newenglandhomebuildingandremodel.com
(11/22/23 - 52)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 
802-226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday 10am-6pm. 
(08/11/23 - TFN - 52)

Masonry

DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-
neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 
stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(02/22/23 - 13)

Okemo Valley TV

LOCAL PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS THIS WEEK
• ”How the Grinch Stole Christmas” Story Time

• Holiday Story Time w/ Amy McMullen

• Housing Issues in Plymouth

• Chester-Andover Holiday Concert

• Mental Health Awareness for holiday season

Watch on TV: Community Channel: Comcast 1076 & VTel 166

 Education / Gov’t Channel: Comcast 1086 / VTel 167

(TV Schedules available at okemovalley.tv/schedules & on cable TV pro-
gram guide)

Watch Online: okemovalley.tv & youtube.com/okemovalleytv
(01/04/23 - TFN - 13)

Part Time School Bus Driver 

Green Mountain Unified School District has a position open 
for a Part Time Bus Driver starting immediately. Driving 
will be approximately 4 - 6 hours a day split between the 
morning and afternoon. This is a School Year Position. 
Requirements: CDL Class B with school bus and passen-
ger endorsement, as well as current DOT Medical Card. 
Background Checks and a pre-employment drug test are 
required as well as being in a pool for random drug testing. 

Job Type: Part-time                                  Pay: $22.87 per hour 

Send Resumes to: Michael Ripley at Michael.Ripley@trsu.org.

GMUHS Paraeducators

Green Mountain Union High School is currently seeking 
highly qualified individuals to serve as Paraeducators for 
the 2022-2023 school year. Responsibilities include but 
are not limited to discuss assigned duties with classroom 
teachers to coordinate instructional efforts, provide extra 
assistance to students with special needs, tutor and assist 
children, record relevant data to assess progress,and orga-
nize and supervise games and other recreational activities.

Background Check Required. 
Please email keith.hill@trsu.org to apply.
EOE.

TOWN OF WALPOLE 

RECORDING SECRETARY VACANCY 

 

The Selectboard of the Town of Walpole is seeking a 

Recording Secretary. Job duties include: 

• Attending Selectboard and Staff Meetings held at 
the Town Hall on the Thursday evenings. 

• Transcribing minutes for scheduled meetings.  
 

Applicants may submit a letter of interest and resume to 

the Town of Walpole Selectboard Office, 34 Elm Street, 

PO Box 729, Walpole, NH  03608. For more 

information, call 603-756-3672 or visit walpolenh.us for 

a job application and description. 

Vacasa is hiring for Seasonal 

Housekeepers in Ludlow!

$22/HR with $750 sign-on bonuses available

Contact Kendra at 612-209-5778 for details 
or apply online at vacasa.com/careers

TOWN OF CHESTER

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
 
Brian Post has applied for a Conditional Use Permit for the 
property located at 1998 Trebo Road in the Town of Chester. 
The proposed use is to operate Standing Stone LLC, a land-
scape and masonry contracting business, as a building and 
construction trade at this site.
 
The Town of Chester Development Review Board will con-
duct a site visit at 4:00 PM on Monday, January 9, 2023, at 
1998 Trebo Road and will hold a hearing on this application 
at 6:00 PM on Monday, January 9, 2023, at the Chester Town 
Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester. A copy of the application 
and additional information may be obtained from the Zon-
ing Administrator.
 
Participation in this hearing in person, via Zoom videocon-
ference, or in writing is a prerequisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal.
 
A link to participate in this hearing via Zoom videoconfer-
ence may be found on the Town of Chester website home 
page at www.chestervt.gov.
 
Dated at Chester, Vermont this 15th day of December 2022.
 
Preston Bristow
Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
zoning@chestervt.gov

TOWN OF CHESTER, VERMONT

www.chestervt.gov

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF SHORT-TERM 

RENTAL ORDINANCE

On December 7, 2022, the Selectboard of the Town of 
Chester, Vermont, adopted an “Ordinance to Regulate the 
Operation of Short-Term Rentals” pursuant to the author-
ity granted in 24 V.S.A. § 2291(29) and 24 V.S.A. § 1971 et 
seq. This notice is published pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1972 
to inform the public of the adoption of this ordinance and 
of the citizens’ right to petition for a vote to disapprove the 
adoption of this ordinance.

CONCISE SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE

The purpose of the Short-Term Rental Ordinance is to 
require the annual registration of short-term rentals within 
the Town of Chester. A short-term rental registration 
will approve a dwelling unit capacity and the number 
of bedrooms to be rented, provide the short-term rental 
operator’s and property owner’s contact information and 
the contact and educational materials required in 18 V.S.A. 
§§ 4467 and 4468, and include a confirmation of sufficient 
liability insurance to cover the use of the dwelling unit as a 
short-term rental. There will be a fee for annual registration 
and penalties for not registering or exceeding the approved 
dwelling unit capacity.
 
The full text of the ordinance may be examined at the Ches-
ter Town office at 556 Elm Street in Chester, Vermont, and 
may be examined during regular office hours.
 
CITIZENS’ RIGHT TO PETITION FOR VOTE 

Title 24 V.S.A. § 1973 grants citizens the right to petition 
for a vote at a special or annual Town Meeting to disap-
prove the adoption of the ordinance by the Selectboard. To 
exercise this right, citizens must present to the Selectboard 
or the Town Clerk a petition for a vote on the question of 
disapproving the adoption of the ordinance signed by not 
less than five percent (5%) of the Town’s qualified voters. 
The petition must be presented within forty-four (44) days 
following the date of the adoption of the ordinance. Unless 
a petition requesting a vote is filed pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 
1973, the adopted “Ordinance to Regulate the Operation of 
Short-Term Rentals” shall become effective sixty (60) days 
from the date of said adoption.

PERSON TO CONTACT 

Additional information pertaining to this ordinance may be 
obtained by contacting Julie Hance, Town Manager at 556 
Elm Street, P.O. Box 370, Chester, VT 05143 or by calling 
(802) 875-2173 during regular office hours.

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Springfield, Vermont Development Review Board 
will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, January 10, 2023 at 
7:00 p.m. to receive public input and take testimony on the 
following applications: 

Application 202295  Irving Oil

Site Plan Review (Section 30-722) to install three EV 
charging stations and build a retaining wall.  The property is 
zoned Exit 7 / RPOD / HCOD and is located at 14 Missing 
Link Road.

Application 202296  Jennifer Nelson 

Conditional Use (Section 30-723) and Site Plan Review 
(30-722) to establish a home business for artist retreats.  
The property is zoned Medium Density Residential and is 
located at 485 Cherry Hill.

Application 202299  Katherine McCarty

Conditional Use (Section 30-723) and Short-Term Rental 
(30-611) Review to establish a short term rental.  The 
property is zoned Medium Density Residential and is locate 
at 36 Cherry Hill.

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
Money, Vintage Sports-Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at AN-
TIQUE CENTERS in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

FOR RENT
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Office Space 
for Rent located on River Street. 
500 square feet, $500/month. 
Heat/AC and electric included. 
Ample parking. Office spaces are 
on the second floor and are NOT 
currently handicap accessible. 
Email info@sapatv.org or call 
802-885-6248 if interested. 

GUNS 
WANTED
REGION – Guns wanted. Hand-
guns, rifles, or shotguns. Top 
prices paid. Call Ray at 802-775-
2859 or 802-236-7213. 

HELP WANTED
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – Assisted 
Living Direct Care, Full or Part, 
$13-15 per hour. Must like cats. 
603-826-0840. 

Fantastic Career Opportunity! 
Whitney Blake Company is look-
ing for an energetic, hands-on 
Human Resource Manager. This 
vital position is responsible for 
maintaining and enhancing the 
organization’s people resources 
by planning, implementing, and 
evaluating employee relations to 
include policies, programs, and 
practices. Great Benefits to in-
clude competitive Health, Dental, 
Vision, Life/LTD/STD insurance 
and a 401K with an excellent 
match. Please apply online at 
www.wblake.com. 

CAVENDISH, Vt. – Wanted: Part-
time driver. Must be flexible with 
hours. Car provided. $15/hour. 
Passengers include 12-year-old 
and legally blind parents. Duties 
include: groceries and errands. 
Female preferred. Must be per-
sonable. 802-226-8131. 

NEW PAY RATES – Start at $15 
for Housekeeping, Dietary Aide; 
$18 for LNA; much higher for 
Nurses. Second shift and week-
end differentials. Call to hear 
our openings. Gill Odd Fellows 
Home, 8 Gill Terrace, Ludlow, 
VT; 802-228-6862 Joan, HR; 
802-228-6860 January, Director 
of Nursing; EOE. 

WESTON, Vt. – Part-time 
Housekeeping. New Hotel and 
Restaurant seeks part time house-
keeping. Monday through Friday. 
Competitive pay, fun environment, 
and room to grow! Call to apply 
802-824-5000.

SNOW 
PLOWING
LUDLOW, Vt. – Snowplowing and 
sanding, Ludlow area, residential 
only. Reasonable rates. Contact 
SK Logging at 802-384-0313.

WOOD
Two cords well dried for $625, 
one cord for $350. 16-20 inches. 

Call and leave a message 802-
376-3041. 

WORK 
WANTED
LUDLOW AREA – Use of truck 
with driver and helper. Garbage 
pick-up, moving, cleanouts, 
snow shoveling decks and roofs, 
whatever you need a truck for. 
Great references. Call Bill 802-
228-4916.
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arts & events REAL ESTATE/AUTO

GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282

NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

Pristine, Contemporary Home

Oversized Attached 3 Bay Garage

4 Bedrooms, 5 Baths, 3.38+/- Acres!

Springfield, $589,000

Magnificent 68.3+/- Acre Lot
Open Field w/Stunning Views!

 Pond w/ Slide, Sugar Shack & Cabin!
Springfield, $299,000

Not Your Typical Mobile Home!
Uniquely Built & Small Garage
2 Bedroom, 1 Bath, 1.76+/- Acres

Rockingham, $119,000

Convenient To Major Ski Areas!
Enclosed Spa Room! Majestic 
Fireplace! 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

5.02+/- Acres, Windham, $499,000

2 Great Investment Opportunities
Being Sold Together!

7 Units Total
Springfield, $224,000

Head Of The Chester Green!

3 Units with Potential
Home To Many Successful Businesses

Chester, $525,000

Spacious Ranch w/In-ground Pool!
Long Range Mountain Views!

4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 4.75+/- Acres!

Townshend, $399,500

2 Lots Being Sold Together
124.4+/- Acres Total

Endless Building Opportunities
Springfield & Weathersfield, $215,000

Camp In Great Location!

Rehab or Build New
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, 1.1+/- Acres

Weathersfield, $99,000

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com
39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

Your Home Loan Lender of Choice

WHERE
YOU
LIVE

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. ©2022 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649

 Equal Housing Lender. PrimeLending VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964MB V010918. 

Purchase Refinance Renovation

Victoria Blodgett
NMLS# 179656 | Senior Loan Officer

802-975-0350 vblodget@primelending.com

www.vbprimelending.com

126 Main St #1C
   Ludlow, VT 05149
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THE VERMONT JOURNAL & THE SHOPPER
802-228-3600  |  ads@vermontjournal.com

www.vermontjournal.com

To learn more about Paws With A Cause and to find out 

how you can help, just download this simple app and

watch this story come to life:

GET ZAPPAR
ZAP THE CODE

TO DONATE

Provided as a community service by this civic minded publication
and the Association of Community Publishers

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

P&M Auto & Service
Quality Used 

Cars and Trucks

and Auto Services

280 River Street • Springfield, VT
Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit ApprovalBankruptcy • Bad Credit

First Time • Divorce

2017 Ford Escape SE

2014 Acura TL

2014 Toyota Sienna

AWD

Fully Loaded

Sunroof

4 Door

Third Row Seats

Fully Loaded

Auto w/ Manual Mode

Bluetooth

4WD

Auto

A/C

Cruise Control

2014 Kia Optima
4 Door 

Cruise

Auto

4 Cylinder

2015 Volkswagen Jetta

Auto

Cruise

4 Door

Power Windows

2017 Nissan Rogue
Auto

Fully Loaded

Heated Seats

4 Cylinder

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

Springfield Art Gym, where 
we want you to exercise 
your creativity is hosting a 
three-day camp for children 
8 to 12 years old. Winter 
Break Camp will have two 
sessions, 9 a.m.- 12 p.m. and 
another at 2-5 p.m. on Dec. 
28, 29, and 30. Children will 

experience several mediums 
including painting, art jour-
nal, clay, and mixed media. 
  The Springfield Art Gym, 

335 River St., Suite 2, is a 
community art room where 
people are welcome to 
drop in and exercise their 
creativity. The Art Gym is 
equipped with everything 
you could possibly need to 
create. Open hours are ev-

ery Thursday and Friday 9 
a.m. – 5 p.m. Starting Sun-
day, Jan. 8, we will be open 
on the first Sunday of the 
month from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
and you are invited to bring 
your project to work on and 
enjoy the company of other 
artists and crafters. Sunday, 
Jan. 15 there will be a class 
on how to start a simple art 
journal, Jan. 22 there will 

be mixed media class, and 
Jan. 29 beginners crochet-
ing. All classes are 1:30-
3:30 p.m. The AG spon-
sors a children’s art club 
every Wednesday, live on 
the Springfield Art Gym’s 
Facebook page at 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Email Spring-
fieldartgym@gmail.com or 
message us on Facebook for 
more information.

Springfield Art Gym winter camp

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts presents a screen-
ing of “The Reverend,” a 
documentary feature film, 
followed by a Q&A with 
director Nick Canfield on 
Saturday, Jan. 7 at 2 p.m. at 
Next Stage. The subjects of 
the film, Reverend Vince 
Anderson & His Love Choir, 
perform at Next Stage at 
7:30 p.m.
  “The Reverend” follows 

the spiritual and musical 
journey of Reverend Vince 
Anderson. After coming 
to New York in the 90s to 
enter the seminary, Vince 
dropped out to follow his 
second calling – music. With 
his band, The Love Choir, he 
has played a now-legendary 
weekly show for over twenty 
years. Reconnecting with his 
faith and using his intensely 
soulful music, he began to 
preach a type of spiritual-
ity that meets people where 
they are, is open to all, and 

moves everyone that sees 
him play. Reverend Vince is 
also deeply involved in so-
cial activism, working with 
other progressive faith lead-
ers at home and around the 
country to build inclusive 
communities. Filmed over 
several years and featuring 
Questlove and members of 
TV on the Radio, “The Rev-
erend” is a rocking concert 
film as well as an intimate 
portrait of Reverend Vince’s 
inspiring personal and spiri-
tual life. It is 86 minutes 
long.
  A Q&A with director 

Nick Canfield will follow 
the screening.
  The band, which defines 

its style as “dirty gospel,” 
busts out trumpets, guitars, 
and a keyboard every week 
for lively performances in 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn. 
An actual ordained rever-
end, Anderson studied to be 
a Methodist minister in the 

90s, but dropped out to pur-
sue music full time.
  Next Stage is located at 

15 Kimball Hill in down-
town Putney, Vt. Tickets are 
cheaper in advance or can 
be bought at the door. Ad-
vance tickets are available 
at www.nextstagearts.org. 
For information, call 802-
387-0102. Next Stage will 
provide a cash bar with beer, 
wine, and cocktails.

Film screening and concert 
with “The Reverend” 

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
River Artisans Cooperative 
is pleased to announce their 
newest artisan member, 
Stephanie Sullivan.
  Deep in the woods of 

Vermont Stephanie creates 
art that celebrates nature. 
She makes mixed media art 
and handmade cards that 
reflect the colors and tex-
tures of the plants in those 
woods. By sharing her art, 
and her love for nature, she 
hopes to inspire more peo-
ple to actively and thought-
fully protect the natural 
world.
  Run by artisans and 

staffed by artisans, River 
Artisans Cooperative’s shop 
contains the work of lo-
cal potters, quilters, print 
makers, woodworkers, sil-
versmiths, fiber artisans, 
basket makers, and many 
others. 
  The River Artisans Co-

operative has been a wel-
coming space for artisans of 
all ages and mediums since 
1975, making it one of the 
oldest craft cooperatives in 
the state of Vermont.
  Located at 28 Square, Bel-

lows Falls, VT 05101, 802-
591-2085, www.riverarti-
sanscooperative.com
  Hours are 11 a.m. – 5 

p.m. every day in Decem-
ber and until 7 p.m. on Fri-
days and Saturdays. We will 
be closed Christmas Day, 
Dec. 27, and Dec. 28.

River 
Artisans 
Cooperative 
new artisan 

REGION – On Tues-
day, Jan. 24 at 6 p.m. join 
Springfield Town Library 
and local author Pollyanna 
Porter on Zoom to discuss 
her book “Redeemed.”
  The day after his grandfa-

ther’s funeral, David Sum-
ner saves a drowning boy, 
and his life will never be 
the same. From the beauti-
ful family farm in Vermont 
to the alluring art world of 
New York City, this new 
book by Pollyanna Porter 
follows David as he falls in 
love with the boy’s mother, 
struggles with a glamorous-
though-empty life in the 
city, and finally flees, des-
perate for a fresh start.
  “Redeemed” explores 

themes of loss, love, and re-
demption. Can the buried 
secrets of the past lead to 
redemption?
  This event is free and 

open to the public, this is an 
online event, registration is 
required.
  Register in advance for 

this meeting: https://bit.
ly/3tekQ2V.

“Redeemed” 
by Pollyanna 
Porter
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holiday happenings

Many thanks to our donors for 
gifts made to Springfield Hospital. 
 
Last year’s donations are helping 
us purchase new IV pumps 
throughout the hospital. Prior 
gifts funded new defibrillators, a 
new exam chair for our ENT office, 
operating room equipment, and 
an ultrasound machine for the 
emergency department. The  
generosity and support from  
our many donors have made  
these things possible. 
 
This year, your gift will help us 
purchase a new Portable X-ray 
Unit that will allow us to x-ray  
patients in the Emergency Depart-
ment or in our Inpatient Care 
Unit, eliminating the need to 
transport injured or ill patients. 
We will bring the equipment to 
the bedside! 
 
On behalf  of  the thousands who 
  turn to us for care, we ask for  
your generous support and send 
sincere thanks for your gift. 

Wishing you a Wonderful Holiday Season 
and a Happy & Healthy New Year.

Springfield Hospital
Where People Come First

wwwspringfieldhospitalgiving.org

3630 Rte 103N Chester
smokeshiredesign.com

Sip + Shop
December
22nd & 23rd

Nightly Specials
Drinks & Nibbles

4-7 pm

Please join us!
gracecottage.org • Townshend, VT • 802-365-7357

Grace Cottage

Wishes You Happy Holidays!

 

 
 

Christmas Cantata & Candlelight Service 
 

Ludlow Baptist Church 
On the Green 

 

Christmas Eve  6:30 pm 

In Chester, take Route 11 East 
for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto 
Green Mtn. Turnpike. We’re 
the first house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup

Maple Cream
Member VMSMA

The Perfect Gift! 

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont 

Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily

802-952-9570

SAXTONS RIVER, 

Vt. – A community 
Christmas Eve celebra-
tion will be held Satur-
day, Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. 
in Saxtons River at 24 
Main, the former Christ’s 
Church.
  The Eventide event 

will include a telling of 

the Christmas story, carols, 
a solstice poem, and a shar-
ing of the light ceremony.
  Eric Robinson will pro-

vide accompaniment, with 
vocal and instrumental so-
los by Tricia Suriani and Jill 
Newton, respectively.
  The building is wheel-

chair accessible.

Christmas 
Eventide 
celebration in 
Saxtons River

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

SAPA TV, the Springfield 
area’s public access TV sta-
tion, will once again run 24 
hours of Christmas movies 
and short subjects from 7 
p.m. Christmas Eve to 7 
p.m. Christmas Day.
  Viewers in Springfield, 

Weathersfield, and Chester, 
Vt., and in Charlestown, 
N.H. are welcomed to 
spend the day with 1964’s 
“Santa Claus Conquers 
the Martians,” the 1959 
Mexican production “Santa 
Claus,” and a host of classic 
cartoons, all of which have 

entered the public domain.
  The marathon will run 

on SAPA’s Public Chan-
nel (Comcast 1077, VTel 
160), while local Christ-
mas programming will air 
at the same time on SAPA’s 
Government/Educational 
Channel (Comcast 1087, 

VTel 161). Sunday reli-
gious programs will air 
at their usual times, but 
on the Gov/Ed Channel.
  Viewers outside SAPA’s 

service area can watch 
online with SAPA’s live 
stream at www.sapatv.
org.

SAPA TV to host fifth Annual 
Public Domain Christmas

W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 

We have a cornucopia of new 
offerings for the holiday sea-
son.
  This week at the country 

store we have curated a beau-
tiful selection of Christmas 

ornaments and crafts, stuffed 
animals from Mary Meyer, 
custom gift baskets, local 
sweets and treats, beautiful 
ceramics from local artists, 
and fiber crafts. We have ev-
erything you need for your 

West River Community holiday offerings

BF Woman’s Club 
decorate health center
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The Bellows Falls Woman’s Club has 
traditionally decorated the waiting area at the heath center 
for the holidays, bringing cheer to those waiting for ap-
pointments. Pictured with the indoor tree, which is part of 
the decorations, are club members Betty Haggerty and Di-
anne Potter. Also helping with the project was Ruth Keefe.

PHOTO PROVIDED

last-minute holiday shop-
ping- so stop by and sew up 
all the loose ends on your 
Christmas list.
  In addition, this Friday is 

our tree lighting ceremony 

followed by a visit from 
Santa on Saturday. Thank 
you for keeping us in 
mind as we ring in the 
holidays, we couldn’t do it 
without you.

West River Community Project has holiday offerings.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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christmas wishes

Merry 
Christmas 

from
 Judd’s Power 

Equipment

Merry 
Christmas 

from
 Record 

Concrete

Happy 

Holidays from 

Chrysler Dodge 

Jeep Ram of 

Claremont

Happy 
Holidays from  

Ford of 

Claremont

Merry 
Christmas  

from everyone at

 Tina’s 

Hallmark

Happy 

Holidays from

 Salon 2000

Merry 
Christmas from

 SGB Builders

Happy 

Holidays from 

Stone House 

Antique Center

Merry 
Christmas

Headquarters 

for Men

Merry 
Christmas 

from 

 Depot Home 
Center

Happy Holidays 
from  

 Blair’s Books

Biben’s 

Hardware

Happy 

Holidays

Happy 
Holidays 

 The Book 
Nook 

Merry 
Christmas

 Sarah Vail 

Attorney

Merry 
Christmas and 

Happy Holidays from

 Singleton’s 

General Store

Merry 
Christmas  

from
 LaValley’s

Merry 
Christmas from 

 James Plumbing  

& Heating Co.

Merry 
Christmas from

 Willow Farm 

Pet Services

Happy 
Holidays  

Grace Cottage 

Family Health 

& Hospital

Happy 
Holidays from

 Huntley 

Financial

 Fact TV

Happy  
Holidays
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