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BY JOE MILLIKEN

The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, 

Vt. – The demolition 
and reconstruction of 
the Saxtons River Bridge 
in Bellows Falls could 
be slated for as early 
as March of 2023, with 
the potential of it being 
pushed back to 2024, 
according to officials at 
the Vermont Agency of 
Transportation. 
  The 80-year-old bridge 

was originally scheduled 
to be repaired over a two-
month period this sum-
mer, however, the project 
was cancelled when con-
tractors discovered that 
the condition of the old 
bridge, specifically the 
steel girders supporting 
the structure, was much 
worse than originally es-

timated. 
  An engineer from 

the Vermont Agency 
of Transportation, C. 
B. McCarthy, recently 
met with the Rocking-
ham Selectboard and 
the Saxtons River Village 
Trustees to discuss the 
project, and he believes 
the bridge project could 
be completed in eight 
months, which includes 
the demolition of the old 
bridge.   
  “We are currently re-

designing the project to 
include new structural 
steel girders,” McCarthy 
said in a recent interview. 
“The rest of the project will 
remain as previously de-
signed, and we are planning 
to re-advertise the project 
for construction bids in the 
spring of 2023. Although, 
little to no construction 

steel for the project is and 
when it can be ordered and 
delivered. Although the 
“wait times” aren’t as severe 
as they were when the pan-
demic first hit, it is still un-
clear how quickly materials 
can be delivered, therefore, 
the newly completed de-
signs and getting the steel 
ordered will determine 
when the project begins. 
  “There will be minimal, 

if any, construction start-
ing in 2023 as there is a 
12–14-month lead time re-
quired for fabrication of the 
structural steel for this 220-
foot, three span bridge,” 
McCarthy said. “We are 
expecting construction on 
site to begin in the spring 
of 2024.” 
  The new bridge will be 

slightly wider, giving room 
for a breakdown lane and 
pedestrian space on either 
side of the bridge span. 
However, if made too wide, 
an additional girder would 
be needed that would re-
quire a larger re-design of 
the project. 
  “For a project of this na-

ture, we expect the bridge 
will be closed for the entire 
construction season [April 
through October of 2024],” 
McCarthy added. “There is 
a considerable amount of 
work required to remove 
the existing concrete deck 
and structural steel, then 
setting the new structural 
steel and constructing the 
new concrete deck. There is 
also a considerable amount 
of roadway approach work 
to complete on this project.”       

Saxtons River Bridge 
project slated for 
spring of 2023

BY BETSY THURSTON

The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
On Tuesday, Oct. 25, the 
Bellows Falls Village Trust-
ees discussed a Memo-
randum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the Division 
of Fire Safety Regional Di-
rector Landon Wheeler.
  Municipal Manager Scott 

Pickup said that Wheeler 
was working with Bellows 
Falls on housing-related is-
sues, specifically with the 
Rental Housing Ordinance. 
Pickup had asked for the 
state to review the town’s 
draft with identified prob-
lems and issues to resolve 
for an amended Village Or-
dinance.
  Trustee Wade Masure 

asked where the ordinance 
stood with Wheeler’s of-
fice. Wheeler said there was 
no ordinance nor has their 
been a municipal agree-
ment for seven years. 
  Masure asked him how 

to move forward. Wheeler 
said they need to see how 
how codes are enforced 
and the communications 
between village employ-
ees and his staff. He said, 
“Obviously, I need to see an 
ordinance that has the up-
dated statutes.”
  Wheeler said he re-

viewed the ordinance and 
that specifications prohibit 
someone from receiving 
an inspection. He said, “I 
will never support an MOU 
that would hinder some-
body from receiving my 
services…that’s a very im-
portant distinction for the 
Trustees.” 
  Village President Debo-

rah Wright asked why 
the village had not had 
an MOU for seven years. 

Wheeler explained that it 
was not renewed when the 
former Fire Chief left.
  Wheeler said there were 

only 12 MOUs in the State 
of Vermont and Bellows 
Falls is the only community 
that had one and no longer 
does. He said municipal 
agreements are difficult to 
maintain because of the 
training and documenta-
tion. 
  Wheeler said, “The way 

this ordinance is written, 
there’s a lot of inspections 
that would be mandated 
that would be very hard for 
a group of people to main-
tain, never mind a single 
individual.”
  Bellows Falls Fire Chief 

Shaun McGinnis explained 
when the former Chief left 
there were no certified fire 
inspectors. Masure asked 
if they could get a sample 
MOU from one of the other 
municipalities. Wheeler 
said it was not a good idea 
to copy and paste docu-
ments. Masure clarified his 
question, wondering if the 
village could use one as a 
general format. Wheeler 
said they were welcome to 
get examples.
  Trustee Jeff Dunbar asked 

if this ordinance went be-
yond fire safety and Wheel-
er responded,  “Absolutely.”
  Pickup explained, “The 

goal is to take Landon’s 
[corrections] and work on 
reshaping the ordinance so 
that it will pass the initial 
review on the state level.”
  Dunbar said obviously 

there were items of con-
cern, but it wasn’t clear 
what they were. He said it 
was important to under-
stand what is wrong with 
the language. “Right now,” 
he said, “it highlights con-

cern but doesn’t direct.”
  Wheeler said he was 

willing to offer com-
ments, but was extremely 
cautious because, “I don’t 
want to misrepresent the 
Division of Fire Safety...
It’s my job to review.”
  Wright agreed the tech-

nical language should be 
provided by the Planning 
Commission. She reiter-
ated that “our level of dif-
ficulty is there are things 
highlighted…but [that] 
does not explain what’s 
wrong with them in or-
der to craft them differ-
ently.”
  Masure shared his frus-

tration because this had 
been going on for over a 
year. He said, “Not all of 
that’s on the state’s end, 
certainly on our end…
We just want to get this 
off the ground in the best 
interest of our citizens.”
  Wheeler said he looks 

for the best available out-
come for the people he 
serves, but will “never 
be rushed or pressured.” 
He supported an existing 
MOU, but suggested the 
timeline “was aggressive 
for a single individual…
I have 11 staff and this 
would tax an individual 
greatly.”
  Masure responded, 

“We just want to make 
this work for everybody; 
your department, the fire 
department, and the [vil-
lage residents].”
  The Village Trustees 

meetings are on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays 
of the month at 6 p.m. 
in the Lower Theater of 
the Bellows Falls Op-
era House. Agendas and 
zoom link provided at 
www.rockinghamvt.org.

BF Trustees review 
Rental Ordinance

BY KYLE  
LAURITA-BONOMETTI

The Vermont Journal & Shopper

CHESTER, Vt. – As he 
settled into his chair, he 
told me. “I’m not a writer,” 
he said. “I’m a storyteller. I 
make that distinction.”
  If you were to see him 

walking around Chester, 
you might not recognize 
him. The photo above his 
weekly column in the Ver-
mont Journal, “Local His-
tory,” shows him dressed 
up in full Civil War rega-
lia. His hair cropped short, 
his beard trimmed. These 
days, Ron Patch sports two 
bunches of hair, bound by 
elastics, hanging down on 
either side of his face, and a 
thicket on his chin. He wears 
faded flannels and speaks 
with a thick, Vermont ac-
cent. But through all of this 
garb, Ron Patch remains “a 
Chester boy.”
  “There’s a magnetic pull 

here,” he said in a recent in-
terview. “It’s incommunica-
ble on my part.” Within a 25 
mile radius of Chester, Ron 
has family buried that go 
back over 200 years. An an-
tiques collector by trade, no 

doubt Ron would tell you he 
did not set out to become a 
Chester historian, but, in ef-
fect, Ron has become an au-
thority on the area. “If you 
don’t know your history,” he 
says, “you can’t begin to col-
lect it. You have to know it 
first.”
  Ron grew up in Chester. 

He attended schools there, 
and, while he’s traveled some 
and lived in other towns 
in the area, he’s always re-
turned to Chester. He’s pub-
lished five books on the re-
gion, including the first ever 
history of Chester. Until re-
cently, he was the President 
of the Chester Historical So-
ciety (CHS), working with 
them since 2006. He’s writ-
ten weekly columns for lo-
cal newspapers for 15 years, 
and he works with local his-
torical groups, such as those 
who run the Adams Grist 
Mill, to help identify the 
various pieces there. People 
go to him for his knowledge, 
or he sees a way to help oth-
ers by sharing it. In regards 
to when he joined the CHS 
in 2006, he said, “I real-
ized they were in trouble. 
If someone didn’t do some-
thing, it would all be sent 

up to the Vermont His-
torical Society in Barre. 
I didn’t want that.” One 
could say that Ron has 
fought to maintain and 
protect Chester’s history, 
and in return, he has be-
come part of its fabric.
  For the past 50 years, 

Ron has collected an-
tiques and curiosities 
from the Chester area: 
postcards, clocks, coins, 
handwritten memo-
rabilia, but most of 
all, stories. He walks 
through local cemeter-
ies in his off time and drives 
the roads on which Chester 
high school students used to 
drag race forty years ago. So, 
when someone approaches 
him with a question – how 
that works, what did this do 
– he can speak to it. “They 
knew,” he said, referenc-
ing “old timers” in the area. 
“And now I know.” In anoth-
er time, perhaps before the 
internet, people would have 
gone to someone like Ron 
to understand their com-
munity, their culture. If you 
didn’t know how to work 
your grandmother’s clock, 
you would have gone to 
Ron. “Regardless of how lu-

Ron Patch: a Chester boy

dicrous a little story may 
be,” he says, “it’s a story of 
us. That’s how I look at it.”
  Ron Patch calls him-

self an antiques dealer, 
but in reality, he’s much 
more than that; he’s a car-
rier of tradition, a stew-
ard of Chester’s history. 
He remembers Chester 
throughout the years 
and has played an active 
role in keeping its history 
alive. He doesn’t preach, 
he doesn’t dress himself 
in titles – but, to use his 
phrase, “Let me try to de-
scribe it this way,” there’s 
no denying, Ron Patch is 
a Chester boy. 

Ron Patch.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Saxtons River Bridge.
PHOTO BY JOE MILLIKEN

will actually take place in 
2023.”
  Also under consider-

ation was a temporary 
bridge, but McCarthy 
indicated that the ad-
ditional work would be 
very expensive and ac-
tually delay the main 
project because it would 
require additional design 
and rights of way work. 
  A big concern for Sax-

tons River residents is 
that during the construc-
tion process the bridge 
will be closed, severing 
the main road between 
the village and Bellows 
Falls. The main inter-
ruption will be along 
Back Westminster Road, 
which runs parallel to 
Interstate 91 and ends at 
Exit 5. Alternative routes 
include Rockingham Hill 
Road and Pleasant Val-
ley Road, both located in 
Rockingham.
  The start of the bridge 

construction project will 
depend on multiple fac-
tors, including whether 
the original contractor, 
Renaud Brothers Inc. of 
Vernon, Vt., would re-
main on the project now 
that it is moving forward 
with an updated design.
  Another important 

factor is how readily 
available the structural 



2 | November 02, 2022 The Shopper

802-228-5774

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

FIXED ANNUITY SPECIAL

5% tax deferred & guaranteed for a full 5 years!
• No More Stock Market Risk
• Highly Rated Insurance Company
• Limited Time Offer

Member FINRA/SIPC

Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Call Huntley Financial Services 
now, to find out more. 

Lock in this rate today!

BLACK RIVER GOOD 

NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149

Hours: Monday-Friday, 

10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     

www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                              

Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 

Monday - Friday.   Excludes Holidays

SHRIMP & 
SCALLOPS

BROILED 
OR FRIED

$2000

JR. PRIME 
RIB

$1600

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

All Meals are Served with 

House Salad, Caesar Salad, 

or Veggie of the Day

11:45-9 Mon-Sat and 12-8 Sun

Now Taking Reservations

Water Wells and Pumps
     2022  is  our  50th  Year
   Prompt service, Local people

800-831-8883

Constitutional Republican committed to strong families, parental rights, vibrant 

local communities, and the accountability of public servants.

• Transparency in government; no deficit budgets.
• Reduction of taxes and regulations.
• Opposition to the proposed Clean Heat Standard and Vermont Global Warming 
Solutions Act.
• Support of law enforcement, qualified immunity for police officers.
• Parental choice in education, education funds should follow the child.
• Opposition to Proposal 5, a proposed amendment to the Vermont Constitution that 
includes the right to “reproductive autonomy” with no requirement for parental 
notification in the case of a minor.

EVA RYAN

Paid for by Eva Ryan Campaign

Candidate for Vermont House of Representatives

Chester, Grafton, Windham, and Athens

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfield Regional 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Okemo Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce recently 
celebrated with Spring-
field Family Eyecare on 
their re-opening, expan-
sion, and as new members 
of their Chambers.
  Dr. Mercedes Smith 

debuted a beautiful, new, 
expanded office at their 
location at 2 Summer St., 
Springfield, VT 05156. 
  When Dr. Smith and 

her husband Shawn were 
looking to take over for a 
retiring doctor, they met 
Dr. John Duff; an eye 
doctor who had served 
the town of Springfield 
for over forty years. Dr. 
Duff introduced them to 
Springfield and they im-
mediately fell in love with 
the picturesque down-
town, the Black River run-
ning through it, Comtu 
Falls, and the fascinating 
history of Springfield. The 
“community has been in-
credibly welcoming, warm, 
and friendly,” said Smith. 
  The Smiths have been en-

joying getting involved with 
the community and area 
organizations. They have 
participated with the Santa 

Claus Club, which donates 
toys to area children in need; 
and sponsored Springfield 
Rotary Club scholarships 
and other charitable pro-
grams. They have also do-
nated to SRCOC’s Light A 
Pole fundraiser, Springfield 
Garden Club, and many 
other programs in the area. 
They are continually look-
ing for ways to give back to 
the community.

  Springfield Family 
Eyecare has five members 
on its staff, including an 
Optometrist, an Opto-
metric Technician, two 
optical employees, and a 
business manager. They 
offer comprehensive eye 
health exams, vision cor-
rection, management and 
treatment of eye diseases, 
and a full-service bou-
tique optical.
  Their boutique opti-

cal has one of the finest 
selections of eyewear in 
the area. They hope to 
continue to grow by add-
ing new eye care services 
such as a dry eye clinic 
and on-site optical lab.
  We are very excited to 

have Springfield Fam-
ily Eyecare as part of our 
Chamber family and wish 
them many, many years 
of success.
  For more information, 

visit www.springfield-
familyeyecare.com. 

Springfield Family 
Eyecare ribbon cutting

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

The Springfield Garden 
Club (SGC) earned ten 
awards and two hon-
orable mentions at the 
state level, which were 
presented during the an-
nual June meeting of the 
Federated Garden Clubs 
of Vermont. Springfield 
club members received 
recognition over and 
above 16 other garden 
clubs, which make up 
the Vermont federation.
  The first award en-

compassed “Gardens,” 
for the garden near the 
Plaza. In May each year, 
a half dozen members, 
along with some Clare-
mont Savings Bank vol-
unteers, plant annuals 
among the perennials. 
The plaza garden is in 
a central location and 
is seen by most citizens 
multiple times a week 
and by anyone passing 
through town.
  Throughout the sum-

mer, a dedicated team 
of members cares for 
the garden by watering, 
weeding and deadhead-
ing as needed. In the 
fall, the team members 
remove the annuals 
and weed one last time. 
Town Garage employees 
pick up any leftover de-
bris. 
  Another award for 

“Window Boxes and 
Containers” included 
the club’s efforts in 
planting and maintain-
ing the downtown win-
dow boxes and wrought 
iron planters. Funding 
comes directly from the 
annual Festival of Trees 
fundraiser. 
  The state gives a 

“Golden Trowel” award 
to deserving members 
who have contributed 

considerably to the club’s 
efforts. This year, awards 
went to four unsung he-
roes of the garden club 
who deserve to be recog-
nized for their dedication: 
Wes Marshall, Bill Eramo, 
Garet Richardson, and Pe-
ter MacGillivray. Annu-
ally, they fill more than 30 
planters and window boxes 
along Main Street with soil, 
and as such, have become 
affectionately known as the 
“dirt guys.”  They also help 
transport plants to Main 
Street, plant on Civic Beau-
tification Day, and assist in 
many ways with the Festi-
val of Trees.
  The club’s Yearbook pro-

gram was recognized for 
the quality and clarity of 
its presentation. It is pub-
lished annually and every 
member receives a copy.  
  The club’s monthly 

Newsletter also received an 
award. These newsletters 
from the club president are 
an important communica-
tion tool.
  The club also received 

an award for “Sponsoring 
an Individual” other than a 
member. Two $1,000 schol-
arships are given each year 
to graduating high school 

seniors or college students 
pursuing further education 
in the field of horticulture, 
forestry, or environmental 
studies. The scholarship 
committee awarded the full 
2021-22 $2,000 scholarship 
budget to Rosalee Saccardo 
from Green Mountain High 
School as she was the only 
applicant who fully met the 
requirements. Again, fund-
ing is made possible from 
Festival proceeds. 
  An “Environmental Edu-

cation” award was for a field 
trip to the Eshqua Bog. The 
41-acre area contains a wet 
bog and 2-acre fen in Hart-
land, Vt. This natural area 
is co-owned and managed 
by The Nature Conservan-
cy in Vermont and the Na-
tive Plant Trust. A carpet of 
pink Lady Slippers in full 
bloom was on display.
  A “Best Business” hon-

orable mention went to 
the local Claremont Sav-
ings Bank for their ongo-
ing civic beautification and 
support of the garden club’s 
downtown efforts. 
  A “Best Ongoing Project” 

honorable mention was for 
making monthly floral ar-
rangements for the Meals 
on Wheels program. 

SGC receives state 
awards

“The Dirt Guys.”
PHOTO BY BONNY ANDREWS

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

The Nov. 8 meeting of the 
Bellows Falls Woman’s 
Club will be held at the 
United Church, 8 School 
St., beginning at 1:30 p.m. 
Continuing the club’s tra-
dition of focusing on lit-

eracy in November, the 
program presenter will be 
Ian Graham, Head Librar-
ian at Rockingham Free 
Public Library. Members 
are reminded to bring non-
perishable food and per-
sonal care items like soap, 

shampoo, oral hygiene 
items, etc., to be distributed 
through the Fall Mountain 
Food Shelf, which services 
the nearby New Hamp-
shire and Vermont area. 
A suggested list of needed 
items includes pasta sauces, 
soups, canned meats and 
tuna, pork and beans, ce-
real and oatmeal, and jelly. 
Peanut butter and canned 
fruits are not needed. Cans 
with pop off tops are best. 
Pet food is frequently asked 
for. As always, cash dona-
tions are welcome, espe-
cially to help the center 
prepare its free Thanksgiv-
ing meals.
  At the Oct. 11 meeting, 

Bellows Falls Police Chief 
David Bemis and HCRS 
mental health specialist 
Barbara Parizo presented a 
program on gun safety and 
violence. Highlights of the 
presentation were the im-
pact of mental health on 
gun violence and empha-

sis on steps the public can 
take to counteract violent 
acts involving guns. Dur-
ing the business meeting, 
the restructured committee 
work was discussed. Plans 
for the club’s Oct. 29 fund-
raising food and bake sale 
held in conjunction with 
the Friends of the Walpole 
Library book sale were out-
lined.
  The Bellows Falls Wom-

an’s Club is a member of 
the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, an interna-
tional organization whose 
signature project is do-
mestic and sexual violence 
awareness and prevention.
  The club meets on the 

second Tuesday of each 
month, September through 
May. Area women interest-
ed in joining the club and 
helping with its projects 
may contact any member 
including Betty Haggerty, 
who is reachable at hu-
bett@hotmail.com.

News from the BF Woman’s Club

Front: Membership and Events Director for Springfield Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce Taylor Drinker, Springfield 
Family Eyecare Staff Justice Sutherland, Stephanie Crosby, 
Nancy Anderson, Dr. Mercedes Smith, Shawn Smith, and 
Okemo Valley Chamber Director Carol Lighthall. Back: SR-
COC Board Member Mike Schmitt of Black River Coffee Bar, 
SRCOC Board Member Sue Dana of Senior Solutions, Sasha 
Smith, and SRCOC Board Member Cas Krupinsky of Pearl 
Street Creatives.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY OKEMO VALLEY CHAMBER

Glasses on display in the newly renovated office space. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY OKEMO VALLEY CHAMBER



LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, past President 
of Chester Historical 
Society, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
ronpatch27@gmail.com
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The Titanium outdoor wood furnace is the 

most efficient outdoor wood furnace. It 
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times. 
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The FireStar combustion controller with onboard wi-fi keeps 
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efficient combustion. You can see how it’s operating in real 
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demo at MyFireStar.com/demo. 
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The titanium-enhanced stainless 

steel firebox is designed to last a 
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excellent heat transfer. 

New England Outdoor Furnace
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Example:

$12,000 Furnace
$3120 TAX CREDIT**
With this example you will deduct 

$3120 from your 2021 tax bill

26% 
TAX CREDIT
on your 2021 Tax Return

Purchase a new Titanium Stainless

Central Boiler Wood Furnace 

and get a 

**Take the new 25(D) Tax Credit for your purchase 
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For qualifying purchases and installations, complete on or before 12/31/2021

BY PAULA BENSON

The Vermont Journal & Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
In June of 2019, seven-
month-old Grady Evans, 
son of Charles and Janice 
Evans, passed away from 
a critical congenital heart 
defect known as hypo-
plastic left heart syndrome 
(HLHS). Congenital heart 
defects (CHDs) are the 
most common birth defect 
among newborns, affect-
ing one out of every four 
babies born. HLHS affects 
approximately one in every 
four thousand.
  With HLHS, the left side 

of the baby’s heart never 
fully develops during preg-
nancy. Once born, the in-
fant will experience serious 
issues, such as breathing 
problems, pounding heart, 
weak pulse, and ashen or 
bluish skin tone. HLHS 
has no cure and is typically 
fatal within the first days 
or months after birth, un-
less treated with medica-
tion followed by a series of 
operations, or heart trans-
plantation. In his short life, 
spent entirely at the Boston 
Children’s Hospital, Grady 
Evans underwent mul-
tiple open-heart surgeries, 
procedures, and countless 
blood transfusions. His 
first surgery at one day old 
left him on life support for 
four days.
  Mrs. Evans first donated 

blood when she was in 
high school, but it was after 
her experience with HLHS 
that she realized how vital 
donations of blood prod-
ucts are. “While [donating 
blood] may not always give 
the gift of life, it can give 
the gift of precious mo-
ments that will last a life-
time,” Mrs. Evans stated.

  Only 3% of age-eligible 
Americans give blood, 
and through their son’s 
memory, the Evans family 
hopes to bring awareness, 
and urge people to act by 
making an appointment 
to participate in the blood 
drive on Saturday, Nov. 12 
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the 
Bellows Falls Union High 
School. Visit www.red-
crossblood.org, and enter 
“Grady” in the search box 
to schedule an appoint-
ment. The more appoint-
ments filled, the more will 
be made available.
  The first drive in Grady’s 

honor, held in February 
2019, collected almost 70 
pints, and more than half 
of those came from first 
time donors. Mrs. Evans’ 
goal is to get more people 
to sign up for the first time, 
and continue donating 
throughout their lives.
  Said Mrs. Evans, “I will 

do my part to make sure 
other children and fami-
lies have blood ready when 
necessary. Grady inspired 
us in so many ways. Since 
blood donation played 
such a big part in his life, 
we wanted to keep his 
memory alive by hosting 
this blood drive.” 

Grady Evans 
Memorial 
Blood Drive 
raises awareness 

Grady Evans.
PHOTO PROVIDED

  Here, from a 1962 Rut-
land Herald, is an article 
from 60 years ago. Roy 
Williams and his wife, 
Thad, were close friends 
with my mother. 
  I remember both well. 

Roy was a patient man. 
Thad could be difficult. 
As this article mentions, 
she had been in silent 
films. Thad was Span-
ish and Cherokee Indian 
with high cheekbones. 
She was exceptionally 
beautiful. 
  Doctor Griffith lived 

in the brick house near 
the entry to Chester El-
ementary School. “Griff,” 
as my mother called him, 
brought me into this 
world.
  The photo with this 

article is a portrait of my 
mother, June Augusta 
Emery Patch, painted by 
Roy in 1956. 

  “Williams Paintings 
Reflect Maturity Of 
Long Career”
  For many years to 

come, patients and visi-
tors to the Ellsworth 
Memorial Clinic will 
view the portrait of the 
late Dr. Wayne Griffith, 
which will be hung there 
in ceremonies next Sun-
day afternoon. To all of 
them, even those with 
an untutored eye, several 
qualities will become ev-
ident: that the artist has 
a skillful technique for 
bringing life and charac-
ter to his subject; that he 
has devoted scrupulous 
attention to detail; and 

that he has 
a masterful 
touch with 
the medium 
of oil paints.
  These are 

the qualities, 
which have 
made the 
p a i n t i n g s 
of 84-year-
old Leroy 
W i l l i a m s 
of Chester, 
treasured art 
items. Six of 
his paint-
ings hang 
in the Ben-
nington Museum, the larg-
est of which measures 12 
feet by 6 feet. This histori-
cal landscape depicts the 
capture of British prisoners 
at the Battle of Bennington 
and includes the figures of 
all the military leaders in-
volved. Other of his por-
traits and landscapes are 
at Dartmouth College and 
other institutions as well 
as those privately owned. 
Most familiar to local peo-
ple are the beautiful murals 
he painted on the walls of 
the Weston Playhouse.
  Roy Williams and his 

charming wife have lived 
quietly in a cozy, antique-
filled house in Orcutt 
Meadow for the past 14 
years. In spite of his age 
and the often inclement 
weather, Mr. Williams’ sol-
dier-straight figure, briskly 
walking to town, is a famil-
iar sight. Mrs. Williams has 
been shut-in for two years 
as a result of a broken hip, 

but her interest in local and 
national affairs remains 
lively. This interesting and 
affectionate couple are cel-
ebrating their 50th anniver-
sary this year.
  Mr. Williams became 

an artist in spite of fam-
ily pressure that he study 
bookkeeping. He says that 
his ineptitude with figures 
– the financial kind – soon 
made it that he would avoid 
the world of business. Dur-
ing the Spanish-American 
War he served in the Navy, 
seeing little action, but 
gaining a love of the sea 
and ships, and expanding 
his talent for drawing. He 
showed the writer a small 
notebook which he used as 
both diary and sketch pad 
during his Navy years. He 
contained exquisite pencil 
sketches of his shipmates 
by the as-yet untrained 
young artist.
  After the war, in 1901, he 

went to New York to study 

art at the Chase school, 
now known as the New 
York School of Art, un-
der such famous teach-
ers as Dumond. He was 
employed at the National 
Child Welfare Associa-
tion making lithographs. 
He also made illustra-
tions of famous actors 
and actresses, to be used 
as motion picture public-
ity by Warner Brothers, 
the New York Times, and 
the New York Herald Tri-
bune. He and Mrs. Wil-
liams, who was a young 
silent screen actress of 
great beauty, struggled 
through those early years 
of their careers, full of 
enthusiasm but often flat 
of pocketbook.
  The great depression 

of 1929 sent them into 
Vermont, “To starve in 
beautiful surroundings.” 
They bought a home in 
Weston and named it 
Tamarack Studio. They 
sold the place to Bill and 
Virginia Newhall, whose 
story of their adopted 
family, “Children No-
body Wanted,” appears in 
the January 1962 Readers 
Digest.
  During the ‘30s, times 

were often hard for the 
Williams. It was through 
a WPA art project that 
many of his most famous 
paintings were done. For 
12 years, Mr. Williams 
worked as a cartographer 
at the National Survey in 
Chester. He retired sev-
eral years ago and has 
devoted his retirement 
years to painting special 
commissions such as the 
Griffith portrait.
  Several of Mr. Wil-

liams’ paintings have 
been exhibited in the 
Chester Art Guild. The 
remarkable quality of 
life which shines from 
the eyes of his subjects 
is a quality which he has 
brought to the painting 
which will be dedicated 
next Sunday.”

  This week’s old saying 
my mother used to say 
to me: “There is nothing 
you can do that hasn’t 
been done before.”

Remembering Roy 
Williams

“June A. Patch” by Roy Williams.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH
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Dear Editor,
 
  It is way past time that 

Southeast Vermont Tran-
sit listens to its constitu-
ent towns who annually 
provide funding but have 
no voice in how service is 
provided. As a Rockingham 
and Bellows Falls taxpay-
er, I have for years voiced 
concern that the Moover 
touches only one area of 
all of Rockingham and Bel-
lows Falls, and that very 
poorly. There is no com-
muter component in their 
planning whatsoever and 
those who have no other 
access to transportation 
are underserved already by 
SEVT.  
  Yes, there are some south-

ern commuter runs to Brat-
tleboro, yet no late hours, 
weekends, or holiday hours 
to cover different shifts for 
many professions, such as 
food and entertainment 
industry, factory shifts, etc. 
As to the northern end of 
Rockingham, there are only 

four points of stoppage, 
starting Penguin Mart and 
99 Atkinson St. leaving the 
village up to Exit 6. The 
proposal leaves just one run 
north and, for many, it will 
be too late to get to a job on 
time. Again, no late hours, 
weekends, or holiday hours 
are provided. 
  If you live in Bellows Falls 

you may be able to utilize 
these limited routes to your 
benefit, but rural Rocking-
ham and the Village of Sax-
tons River are beyond reach 
for transportation. These 
are areas Moover should 
also be connecting to their 
routes. SEVT should cre-
ate a route to capture the 
remainder of Rockingham. 
That is where some of the 
Moover “savings” should 
go. Rockingham has been 
underserved for decades. 
Our town contribution is 
approximately $4,000 per 
annum, and with state and 
federal taxes, we all con-

tribute in some fashion. 
  The future of commu-

nities is fewer cars per 
household. Higher ve-
hicle and fuel prices are 
making it so. SEVT does 
not serve the future from 
this viewpoint. It is time 
to tell them your opin-
ion. 
  Nov. 4 2022 is the last 

date by which comments 
may be received. Go to 
www.moover.com and 
look under Routes 57 
and 61 to review chang-
es. Then email randys@
moover.com or mail 
comments to: SEVT/co 
Randy Schoonmaker, 45 
Mill St., Wilmington, VT 
05363 or VAOT, Public 
Transit Section, Barre 
City Place, 219 N. Main 
St., Barre, VT 05641.
 
Sincerely, 
Deborah Wright 
Bellows Falls, Vt. Vil-

lage President

Dear Editor,

  Senior Solutions is 
pleased to announce that 
Thom Simmons has ac-
cepted the position of 
Nutrition and Wellness 
Director. Thom has been 
serving older Vermonters 
as the Senior Solutions’ 
3SquaresVT Outreach 
Specialist since March of 
2021. Through his ambi-
tious outreach, he has put 
Senior Solutions on the 

map with 3SquaresVT 
campaigns throughout our 
service area. 
  Thom holds a J.D., law 

degree from the Maurice 
A. Deane School of Law 
at Hofstra University, and 
a B.S. in Economics and 
Business from Hofstra 
University. In addition to 
working at Senior Solu-
tions, Thom also serves as 
a professor of economics 

and business at Green-
field Community Col-
lege in Greenfield, Mass. 
Thom’s skills in these ar-
eas will be a significant 
asset to administering 
the nutrition programs. 
Combined with his gre-
garious and charming 
personality, we see him 
as a great fit for this po-
sition and making im-
portant contributions 
to the Senior Solutions’ 
leadership team. 
  Please join me in wel-

coming Thom to the 
Nutrition and Wellness 
Director position.

Sincerely,
Mark Boutwell
Executive Director at 

Senior Solutions

REGION – Medicare’s 
Open Enrollment Period – 
which runs from Oct. 15 
through Dec. 7 – is your 
annual opportunity to 
switch your current Medi-
care health and prescription 
drug plans to ones that bet-
ter suit your needs. Just in 
time for Open Enrollment, 
2023 Medicare premiums, 
deductibles, and other costs 
have been announced, and 
surprisingly, some of these 
costs are lower than they 
were last year.

  What to consider
  Start by reviewing any 

materials your plan has sent 
you. Look at the coverage 
offered, the costs, and the 
network of providers, which 
may be different than last 
year. Maybe your health has 
changed, or you anticipate 
needing medical care, or 
new or pricier prescription 
drugs. If your current plan 
doesn’t meet your health-
care needs or fit your bud-
get, you can make changes. 
But if you’re satisfied with 
what you currently have, 
you don’t need to do any-
thing. The coverage you 
have will continue.
  During Open Enrollment, 

you can:
• Switch from Original 

Medicare to a Medicare Ad-
vantage Plan
• Switch from a Medicare 

Advantage Plan to Original 
Medicare
• Change from one Medi-

care Advantage Plan to a 
different Medicare Advan-
tage Plan
• Change from a Medicare 

Advantage Plan that offers 
prescription drug coverage 
to a Medicare Advantage 
Plan that doesn’t offer pre-
scription drug coverage
• Switch from a Medicare 

Advantage Plan that doesn’t 
offer prescription drug cov-
erage to a Medicare Advan-

tage Plan that does offer 
prescription drug coverage
• Join a Medicare prescrip-

tion drug plan (Part D)
• Switch from one Part D 

plan to another Part D plan
• Drop your Part D cover-

age altogether
  Any changes made during 

Open Enrollment are effec-
tive as of Jan. 1, 2023.

  Medicare Part B (Medical 
Insurance) costs for 2023
  Most people with Medi-

care who receive Social 
Security benefits will pay 
the standard monthly Part 
B premium of $164.90 in 
2023. This premium is $5.20 
lower than it was in 2022 
due to lower-than-projected 
spending for a new drug, 
Aduhelm, and other Part B 
items and services.
  People with higher in-

comes may pay more than 
the standard premium. If 
your modified adjusted 
gross income (MAGI) as 
reported on your federal 
income tax return from two 
years ago (2021) is above 
a certain amount, you’ll 
pay the standard premium 
amount and an Income-Re-
lated Monthly Adjustment 
Amount (IRMAA), which 
is an extra charge added to 
your premium.
  People with higher in-

comes may also pay a high-
er premium for a Medicare 
Part D prescription drug 
plan, because an IRMAA 
will be added to the Part D 
basic premium based on the 
same income limits in the 
table above. Part D premi-
ums vary, but the average 
basic monthly premium 
for 2023 is projected to be 
$31.50 (down from $32.08 
in 2022).
  People with Medicare 

Part B must also satisfy an 
annual deductible before 
Original Medicare starts to 
pay. For 2023, this deduct-

ible is $226 (down from 
$233 in 2022).
  *This premium applies to 

a new benefit that extends 
coverage for immunosup-
pressive drugs for people 
who qualify for Medicare 
coverage due to end-stage 
renal disease. Prior to 2023, 
Medicare coverage, includ-
ing immunosuppressive 
drug coverage, ended 36 
months after a successful 
kidney transplant. Begin-
ning Jan. 1, 2023, Medicare 
will offer a new benefit that 
will help continue to pay for 
immunosuppressive drugs 
beyond 36 months for peo-
ple who don’t have other 
health coverage. It does not 
cover other items or ser-
vices. Rates shown apply to 
people who file individual 
or joint tax returns. Premi-
ums for beneficiaries filing 
as married filing separately 
are different.

  Medicare Part A (Hos-
pital Insurance) costs for 
2023
• Part A deductible for 

inpatient hospitalization: 
$1,600 per benefit period 
(up from $1,556 in 2022)
• Part A premium for those 

who need to buy coverage: 
up to $506 per month (up 
from $499 in 2022) – most 
people don’t pay a premium 
for Medicare Part A
• Part A coinsurance: $400 

per day for days 61 through 
90, and $800 per “lifetime 
reserve day” after day 90, up 
to a 60-day lifetime maxi-
mum (up from $389 and 
$778 in 2022)
• Part A skilled nursing 

facility coinsurance: $200 
for days 21 through 100 
for each benefit period (up 
from $194.50 in 2022)

  Written by Huntley Fi-
nancial Services. For more 
information, contact Mark 
Huntley at 802-228-5774.

Medicare Open Enrollment

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Board of Directors of the 
Okemo Valley Regional 
Chamber of Commerce 

recently approved a new 
organization-wide mem-
bership development cam-
paign, “OVRCC 350,” with 
a goal to reach 350 mem-
bers in the next two years. 
The chamber currently has 
approximately 300 mem-
bers. Those interested may 
sign up online at www.
yourplaceinvermont.com/
online-application/.
  This effort is engaging 

the whole Okemo Valley 
Chamber organization in 
retaining and recruiting 
new members, involving 
not only the Executive Di-
rector, Member Services 
Director, Membership 
Committee, and Board of 
Directors, but also the en-
tire OVRCC Membership. 
This plan was developed 
with feedback expressed 
from board and commit-
tee members and ongoing 
efforts of the organization. 
This work will begin right 
away and run through the 
4th Quarter of 2022 with 

additional campaigns to be 
scheduled for 2023.
  Current chamber mem-

bers are encouraged to in-
vite their existing vendors, 
customers, affiliates, fam-
ily, and friends to become 
members of the Okemo 
Valley Chamber if they are 
not already. They can also 
recruit them to join by in-
viting them to Chamber 
Mixer or a local coffee talk 
to learn more about the or-
ganization. 
  Some of the benefits 

Chamber members enjoy 
include: co-op marketing/
publicity, discounts from 
fellow members, savings 
with dental and vision 
insurance programs, dis-
counted local Epic Mer-
chant Passes, networking 
and advocacy, and special 
chamber events. All em-
ployees of regular cham-
ber member businesses are 
also considered as cham-
ber members. Chamber 
member businesses can of-
fer some of these chamber 
member benefits to poten-
tial employees as a compet-
itive advantage in recruit-
ing and retention. 
  The chamber has a variety 

of membership categories: 
business (based on number 
of employees), non-profit 

(organizations or munici-
palities), entrepreneurial 
(home-based and farms), 
and individual (for retirees 
and second homeowners). 
There is also an affordable 
“affiliate” category of mem-
bership if different business 
in different categories or 
locations under the same 
ownership.
  In order to be considered 

for regular membership in 
the Okemo Valley Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, a 
business or organization 
must maintain a profes-
sional license or be reg-
istered with the Vermont 
Secretary of State, and/or 
have a Federal Taxpayer 
ID.  The business or orga-
nization must support the 
Chamber, embody the spir-
it of the Chamber’s Mission 
Statement, and demon-
strate a desire to promote 
and support the activities of 
the Chamber. 
  We are very grateful to all 

our current members and 
welcome new members to 
join our organization. With 
a goal of 350 members, we 
will be an even stronger 
chamber for the Okemo 
Valley region. For more 
info contact us at info@
yourplaceinvermont.com 
or 802-228-5830.

OVRCC 350 membership campaign



Isaac T. Given, 2002-2022

Joseph Wilkinson, 1951-2022

Keith Paul Sheehan,

1954-2022

Stanley M. Golec, 1956-2022Agnes Dougherty, 1926-2022

November 02, 2022 | 5The Vermont Journal/The Shopper

OBITUARIES

Due by Monday 12 p.m. 

Email to editor@vermontjournal.com

Basic 200-word Obituary $75
$0.50/word after 200

Black and White Photo $10

Death Notices, Funeral Services, 

and Thank You Notices under 50 words are free

obituariesCHURCH SERVICES

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your  

piece of Vermont  

to fit your Dreams!

Simonton Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 

Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

137 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

15 Barker St.

Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479

Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security

UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

Paving / Shim & Overlay / Patch Work / Shur-pac / Sealcoating / Crack Filling / Line Striping

603-372-2992
603sealcoatingllc@gmail.com

www.603-sealcoating.com

General Contracting 

 Construction 

Excavating

802-226-7561

Proctorsville, VT

www.barrsbuilders.com

N. WALPOLE, N.H. – 

Isaac T. Given, 20, of North 
Walpole, N.H., passed away 
suddenly on Thursday, 
Oct. 20, 2022. Isaac was 
born on Sept. 22, 2002 in 
Keene, N.H. to Katie Giv-
en of North Walpole and 
Rashaun Taylor of Hinsdale. 
He was a 2022 graduate of 
Fall Mountain High School. 
He is survived by his par-
ents, his siblings Shyanne 
Given, Franklin Farnham, 
Jacob Pasquarelli-Taylor, 
Quinton Pasquarelli – Tay-
lor and Owen Mullins; 
his grandparents Cindy 
and Dennis Richardson of 
North Walpole and Fran-
ces and Barbara Robertson. 
Isaac is also survived by his 
aunts and uncles Amy Giv-
en and Patrick Woodward, 
David and Rachel Given, 
Damont Whitaker; his 
cousins Skylar Blanchard, 
David Given Jr., and Emma 
Given, as well as many 
other family members and 
many friends.
  Isaac loved fishing, 

4-wheeling, and Playsta-
tion; however his greatest 
joy was spending time with 
his family and friends and 

they will forever miss him. 
He was our gentle giant and 
protector of many. 
  Visiting hours took place 

on Friday, Oct. 28, 2022 
from 4–6 p.m. at the Fen-
ton and Hennessey Funeral 
Home, 55 Westminster St., 
in Bellows Falls, Vt. A Cele-
bration of Life took place at 
the Moose in Bellows Falls 
on Saturday, Oct. 29, 2022 
from 12–4 p.m.  
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessey Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster St., in Bellows Falls. 
Visit at www.fentonand-
hennessey.com.

Isaac Given, 2002-2022.
PHOTO PROVIDED

ANDOVER, Vt. – Agnes 
Dougherty, 96, of Andover, 
Vt., died peacefully at home 
on Oct. 23, 2022. In her fi-
nal brief illness, she was lov-
ingly cared for by her family 
and friends, and a dedicated, 
compassionate home hos-
pice team of VNH.
  Born in 1926 in Beth-

lehem, Pa., Agnes was the 
youngest of the 11 children 
of John and Mary (Koci-
olek) Yavorkski. A proud 
graduate of the St. Luke’s 
Nursing School, she began 
a lifetime dedicated to ser-
vice and caring for others as 
a nurse at St. Luke’s Hospital 
and a visiting nurse before 
marrying Richard Dough-
erty (d. 2013), a teacher and 
later principal, and raising a 
family of five children.
  Together for 57 years, 

“Dick and Agnes” shared 
a strong faith, a deep com-
mitment to social justice 
and community, and a wide 
range of interests including a 
love for the outdoors, travel, 
gardening, and celebrating 
events large and small with 
their family and friends. Af-
ter living in Titusville, N.J. 
for 18 years, they retired to 
Andover, Vt., drawn by the 
natural beauty of the Green 
Mountains and the oppor-
tunity to be a part of the 
Weston Priory community.  
  While running a B&B at 

their home with the sweep-
ing view of Terrible Moun-
tain, they also cooked at the 
Priory, assisted the family in 
sanctuary there, and hosted 
a weekly supper and scrip-
ture group that continues 
today. In addition to vol-
unteering with several local 
organizations, in 1987 they 
co-founded the Vermont 
Associates for Mexican Op-
portunity and Support (VA-
MOS!) with their friends 
Patty and Bill Coleman. 35 
years later, VAMOS! pro-
vides meals, education, 
medical services, computer 

classes, music classes, and 
programs for children, 
women, and the elderly at 
ten community centers and 
serves over 180,000 meals 
each year. Along with assist-
ing with gift acknowledge-
ments and sewing clothes 
for children, Agnes served 
as Secretary of the Board 
until her passing.
  A skilled craftswoman, 

Agnes enjoyed sewing, 
quilting, knitting, and can-
ing furniture. Always proud 
of her Polish heritage and 
cuisine, she passed on her 
love (and recipes) of piero-
gis, stuffed cabbage, plotzek, 
and palacinki to her chil-
dren. A voracious reader 
and puzzle-solver, she also 
took special delight in 
sharing jokes, poems, and 
songs, along with the wis-
dom gained from a long life, 
well-lived: “If you want to 
be happy, help others.” She 
is survived by her children; 
Richard and wife Susan, 
Sean and wife Kimberly, 
Terrence and wife Diane, 
Mary and husband Mark, 
and son Thomas, along with 
many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, nieces, 
and nephews. She was in-
terred at Weston Priory. In 
lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to VAMOS! by 
visiting www.vamosinmexi-
co.org/donate or by mailing 
to P.O. Box 212, Weston, VT 
05161.

Agnes Dougherty, 1926-2022.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

Stanley M. Golec, 66, of 
Springfield, Vt., passed 
away on Oct. 26, 2022 at the 
Springfield Hospital.  
  Stanley was born on July 

12, 1956 in Bellows Falls 
to Peter Golec and Frances 
(Godrick) Golec. He at-
tended schools in Bellows 
Falls and graduated from 
Bellows Falls High School. 
He lived most of his life in 
Bellows Falls.
  After graduation, Stanley 

worked for Robertson Pa-
per Mill for several years, 
running a waxer, and then 
worked for Whitney and 
Blake as a machine opera-
tor for 35 years.   
  Stanley is survived by 

his siblings Jane Golec of 
Bellows Falls, Peter (Ellen 
Howard-Golec) of Saxtons 
River, Theresa (Martin) Sz-
klennik of Walpole, N.H., 
Catherine or Casey (Russell 
Knight) of Laconia, N.H., 
and Mary (George) Trom-
bly of Springfield, Vt., as 
well as many nieces, neph-
ews, and friends.
  Stanley was pre-deceased 

by his parents, his sister 
Frances Thibault, and his 
former wife Victoria Denno 
Golec.  
  Stanley enjoyed fishing 

and boating on various riv-
ers and lakes in Vermont as 
well as hunting with family 
and friends. He especially 
loved music and played 
his guitar in a few bands 
at local venues. Stan loved 
his dogs and had several 
throughout his lifetime.
  There will be no calling 

hours. A Mass of Christian 
burial will be had on Thurs-
day, Nov. 3, 2022 at 11 a.m. 
at St. Charles Church in 
Bellows Falls, with burial 
to follow at Sacred Heart 
Cemetery. 
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of 
Fenton and Hennessy Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster St., Bellows Falls. www.
fentonandhennessey.com.

Stanley Golec, 1956-2022.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Keith Paul Sheehan, 68, 
passed away unexpectedly 
on Oct. 26, 2022, during a 
hunting trip in Wyoming.
  Keith was born in Spring-

field, Vt. on May 19, 1954 to 
Glendon and Shirley (Bar-
rows) Sheehan. He gradu-
ated from Springfield High 
School in 1973, where he 
played varsity sports.
  Keith served four years 

in the Navy as a welder and 
firefighter aboard the U.S.S. 
Mahan. Upon returning to 
Springfield, he worked at 
the Fellows Gear Shapers 
Company and served in the 
National Guard. He then 
worked as a meat cutter at 
Jake’s South Street Market.
  An active community 

member, Keith served as 
President of the Booster 
Club, coached youth sports, 
and was involved in Class 
of 1973 alumni events. He 
was a dedicated member of 
the Moose Lodge, where he 
served as President.
  Keith was an avid hunter 

and loved the outdoors. He 
spent many happy seasons 
hunting with family and with 
his friend Richard “Jake” Ja-
cobs, whom he considered a 
brother.
  Keith was predeceased by 

his children, John Joseph 
Sheehan and Kelly Sheehan 

Plourde, his parents, and his 
brother Kevin Sheehan.
  He is survived by his wife 

of 20 years, Vicky Sheehan, 
and his beloved dog, Hunt-
er; granddaughter Kaylie 
Plourde; step-children Amy 
Stone and Ben Pomeroy; 
step-grandchildren Jacob 
and Paige Stone and Au-
gustus Pomeroy; twin sister 
Kathi (Sheehan) Stern; sib-
lings Karen Sheehan, Karleen 
(Sheehan) Cass, and Heather 
Sheehan; and many more 
loving family members.
  A Celebration of Life will 

be held on Nov. 12 from 
12–4 p.m. at the Springfield 
Moose Lodge.
  Davis Memorial Chapel 

in Springfield, Vt. is assisting 
the family with the arrange-
ments.

Keith Sheehan, 1954-2022.
PHOTO PROVIDED

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – 
Joseph Wilkinson, 71, 
passed away at his home in 
Rockingham, Vt. on Sept. 
21, 2022. Joseph is survived 
by his wife and the love of 
his life, Maureen Wilkin-
son. Joseph and Maureen 
first started dating when 
he was just 19 years old. 
He was the loving father of 
Corey and Maria Wilkin-
son, his son-in-law Wayne 
Manning, and the grandfa-
ther of five grandchildren, 
Gabe, Theron, Elia, Chase, 
and Zoe. His grandchil-
dren were his greatest 
pride and joy. Joseph also 
leaves behind his mother, 
Isabell, and his brother, 
Michael.
  Joseph met each day with 

a positive, optimistic atti-
tude and he took on every 
challenge with confidence. 
He lived life on his own 
terms and made the most 
of every day. He never 
worried or stressed about 
the things he couldn’t con-
trol. He taught his children 
that it is better to try and 
fail than to never try at 
all. He passed on a wealth 
of treasured life lessons 
to his children and to his 
grandchildren. He was a 
generous and kind person 
and was entirely devoted 
to his family. Joseph grew 
up in Westminster West, 
Vt., where he learned to 
drive in a 1949 Chevy 
Deluxe and where he and 
his brother Michael had 
countless adventures and a 
long list of classic cars. 
  Joseph remembered the 

names of virtually every 
person he ever met. He was 
always ready with a funny 
anecdote or joke. He loved 
music and one of the great-
est gifts he passed on to 
his children was a diverse 
appreciation of music. He 
loved to collect tools, new 
and old. He was a master 
gardener and his final gar-
den was his best ever. 

  Joseph enjoyed being 
outside in his garden or 
outside hunting and fish-
ing. He was passionate 
about learning and espe-
cially loved natural history 
and science. NPR was al-
ways on in the background. 
He worked hard every day 
of his life. He had hands of 
iron and a heart of gold. 
Joseph devoted himself 
to helping his friends and 
family in every way that 
he could. He lived his life 
exactly the way he wanted 
and he died exactly the 
way he wanted, working at 
his home in Rockingham.
  Joseph is missed every 

day. He leaves behind an 
empty space that can never 
be filled and a love and de-
votion that can never be 
matched.

Joseph Wilkinson, 1951-2022.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
Immanuel Episcopal Church, 20 Church St.
Services are held most Sundays at 10 a.m., in-
person. Masks are optional. Please join us. All are 
welcome. For more information go to Facebook @
ImmanuelEppiscopalChurch or to our website www.
immanuelepiscopal.org.

CHESTER, VT.
First Universalist Parish of Chester, Route 103 North
Rev. Dr. Nancy Crumbine will speak on Sunday, Nov. 6 
at the First Universalist Parish of Chester. Please join us 
in person for this inspiring 10 a.m. service. We are no 
longer offering a Zoom option. All services are in-person.

Andover Community Church, 928 Weston-Andover Rd.
Sunday school at 9:30 a.m. and worship service 
10:45 a.m. For more information, go to www.
andovercommunitychurch.org.

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
Church of Christ, Rt. 11, 972 Chester Rd.
Sunday Bible Study for all ages at 10 a.m.; Worship 
Service at 11 a.m. includes a group meeting for children. 
Live or past services can be viewed on Facebook at 
SpringfieldVTChurchofChrist. Wednesday at 6:30 p.m., 
adult class on different topics meets in the Fellowship 
Hall, accessed by parking in the back of the church. For 
more information, call Jamie Kurpiel, Evangelist, at 870-
615-0452 or email jckurpiel@yahoo.com. If no answer, 
call 802-886-2670. Because state restrictions have been 
lifted, masks are not obligatory. 

Unitarian Universalist Church, 21 Fairground Rd.
Sunday Services are at 10 a.m., in person and on Zoom. 
For more information, go to www.uuspringfieldvt.org.
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calendar LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF FILING WITH 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY 

COMMISSION

Green Mountain Power Corporation (GMP or Applicant) 
hereby provides notice of its filing with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) of the Application for 
Subsequent License for the Cavendish Hydroelectric Project 
(P-2489) (Project). The 1.44-megawatt Project is located on 
the Black River in the Town of Cavendish, Windsor County, 
Vermont. The current license, issued by FERC, went into 
effect on November 1, 1994, and is set to expire on October 
31, 2024. GMP filed an Application for Subsequent License 
for the Cavendish Project on or before October 31, 2022. A 
copy of the application and associated reference materials 
are available for inspection and reproduction, by appoint-
ment only, at the applicant’s address of 2152 Post Road, 
Rutland, VT 05701. The applicant can be contacted, and an 
appointment can be scheduled, by calling Mr. John Greenan 
at 802-770-2195. Copies of public sections of these docu-
ments are also available on the web at https://elibrary.ferc.
gov/eLibrary/search (reference docket P-2489). Requests for 
additional studies are due no later than 60 days after FERC’s 
tendering notice. The FERC will publish subsequent notices 
soliciting public participation if the application is found 
acceptable for filing. Any additional questions about this 
filing can be directed to Jessica Antonez at Jessica.Antonez@
KleinschmidtGroup.com or at 207-416-1214. 

Wilson & Lawrence Inc. in Grafton, 

Vt. is looking to hire a 
Driver/Laborer ASAP  

no CDL needed 

Please call 802-869-2333 Mon-Fri, 8am-4pm

NOV. 4, 5, 6, 11, & 
12 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Community 
Players will present, “The 
Sweet Delilah Swim Club,” 
on Nov. 4, 5, 11, and 12 
at 7 p.m. and Nov. 6 at 
2 p.m. More information 
and tickets are available at 
springfieldcommunity 
players.org, or call 802-
885-4098.

NOV. 4 & 5 –
CHESTER, Vt. – Students 
will perform an abridged 
and revised version of 
“The Complete Works of 
William Shakespeare” at 
the GMUHS auditorium on 
Nov. 4 and 5 at 7 p.m. 

NOV. 8 –
CHESTER, Vt. – There 
will be an online meeting 
for the Southern Vermont 
Astronomy Group on 
Tuesday, Nov. 8 at 7 p.m. 
The Zoom link is www.
zoom.us/j/94691230307.

NOV. 11 –
PUTNEY, Vt. – The Wild 
Goose Players will perform 
“A Little Night Music” at 
Next Stage Arts in Putney, 

Vt. from Nov. 11 through 
Nov. 20. Directed by David 
Stern. 

NOV. 12 –
WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 
Grady Evans Memorial 
Blood Drive will be held 
Saturday, Nov. 12, from 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Bellows 
Falls Union High School, 
406 High School Rd., 
Westminster, VT 05158. 
Blood donations played 
such a big part in Grady’s 
6 months of life; the family 
honors his memory with 
an annual blood drive. 
Call 1-800-RED-CROSS or 
visit www.redcrossblood.
org and enter “Grady” to 
schedule an appointment. 

ALSTEAD, N.H. – On 
Saturday, Nov. 12, the 
Third Congregational 
Church in Alstead, N.H. will 
host a Christmas Craft Fair 
from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. There 
will be food available. 
Contact Cindy at 603-835-
6366 or Dot at 603-445-
5552.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
The Springfield United 
Methodist Church will hold 

a Baked Bean Supper on 
Saturday, Nov. 12 from 
4–6 p.m. This meal is take-
out only. 

NOV. 18, 19, & 20 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – The annual 
Okemo Ski and Snowboard 
Swap will take place on 
Friday, Nov. 18 from 4–7 
p.m., Saturday, Nov. 19 
from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., and 
Sunday, Nov. 20 from 9 
a.m. – 1 p.m. at Jackson 
Gore, Okemo Mountain 
Resort.

NOV. 19 –
READING, Vt. – On 
Saturday, Nov. 19, there 
will be a Holiday Craft Fair 
at the Reading Town Hall 
in Reading, Vt. from 10 
a.m. – 3 p.m. Admission 
is free.

SUNDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Six Loose 
Ladies hosts Odd Bobbins 
Spinners the second Sunday 
of each month from 1-4 
p.m. at their location on the 
Common in Chester.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Catamount Composite 
Squadron of the Civil Air 

Patrol meets Sundays, from 
3:30-5:30 p.m., at Hartness 
Airport in Springfield. 
The Civil Air Patrol is the 
auxiliary unit of the U.S. 
Air Force tasked with the 
mission of supporting 
America’s communities 
with emergency response, 
diverse aviation and 
ground services, youth 
development, and 
promotion of air, space, 
and cyber power. Cadets 
as young as 12 and senior 
members of any age make 
up this diverse group of 
volunteers.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the first and third Sunday 
of every month downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster St. 
in Bellows Falls, from 8–10 
a.m. All you can eat for a 
minimal cost.

MONDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Free 
Tobacco Quit class led by 
Sarah Doyle, Mondays, 
from 6-7 p.m., at Parks 
Place, 44 School Street 
Ext., Bellows Falls. Dinner 
included. Call or text Sarah 
at 802-289-0045 or email 
sdoyle@springfieldmed.org.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Overeaters Anonymous 12-
Step Recovery Program is 
Mondays, from 7-8 p.m., at 
the old St. Charles Catholic 
School building, 25 Cherry 
Street in Bellows Falls. 
The program is free. Call 
Celeste with any questions 
at 802-376-3507.

TUESDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Come check out TOPS – 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 
We are a nonjudgmental, 
affordable, and supportive 
weight loss group. The first 
visit is free. We are taking 
Covid-19 precautions so 
a mask is required while 
attending the meeting. All 
are welcome; youth must 
be at least 9 to attend and 
have parental permission. 
Meetings are every Tuesday 
at 25 Cherry Hill in Bellows 
Falls. Weigh-ins start at 
5:45 p.m. 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Meals 
on Wheels serves a senior 
community lunch every 
Tuesday, from 11:30 a.m. 

to 12:30 p.m., at the 
meal site, which is located 
on the corner of Union 
and Southridge streets in 
Springfield. All-you-can-
eat buffet includes milk, 
coffee or tea, and dessert. 
Suggested donation. For 
more information, call 802-
885-5879.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Aquatic 
Aerobics, Tuesdays at 
10:30 a.m. at the Spring 
House at Jackson Gore. 
Call 802-228-1419 for 
more information. 

WEDNESDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Knitting 
with Friends at Six Loose 
Ladies on the Chester 
Common, Wednesdays, 
from 10 a.m. to noon.

REGION – On Wednesdays 
at 5 p.m., join Lori Wright 
for Yoga Flow with 
Meditation, live or watch 
the video during your 
perfect time. Contact Lori 
Wright at 603-401-8123 
or email at loriwright163@
gmail.com to register.

THURSDAYS –
N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Support group for parents 
of pregnancy and infant 
loss on the first Thursday of 
the month, from 6-7 p.m., 
at Springfield Area Parent 
Child Center, 6 Main Street 
in North Springfield. For 
details or to register, email 
dominiquer@sapcc-vt.org 
or call 802-886-5242 ext. 
258.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Meals 
on Wheels serves a senior 
community lunch every 
Thursday from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the 
meal site, which is located 
on the corner of Union 
and Southridge streets in 
Springfield. All-you-can-
eat buffet includes milk, 
coffee or tea, and dessert. 
Suggested donation. For 
more information, call 802-
885-5879.

WALPOLE, N.H. – 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting, a 
12-step recovery program 
for women who have a 
desire to stop drinking, is 
happening every Thursday 
at 6 p.m. at the St. John’s 
Episcopal Church at the 
corner of Westminster and 
Elm streets in Walpole, 
N.H. For more information, 
call Viva at 802-732-8330.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Cardio & 
Sculpt, Thursdays at 9:30 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Aqua 
Sculpt, Thursdays at 10:30 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

FRIDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Friday, from 10-11 
a.m. Classes will be held in 
the First Universalist Parish 
of Chester community room. 
Classes are free and open 
to all. Drop-in class, no 
registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara at 
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

SATURDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Edgar May Health and 
Recreation Center offers 
Springfield residents the 
opportunity to come for a 
free swim every Saturday, 
from 1-3 p.m. Participants 
may need to show proof 
of Springfield residency. 
For more information, call 
802-885-2568, email 
info@edgarmay.org, or visit 
www.edgarmay.org.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Zumba 
classes, Saturdays at 8 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. All 
fitness levels welcome. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information. 

LUDLOW, Vt. – Yoga, 
Saturdays at 10 a.m. at the 
Spring House at Jackson 
Gore. Call 802-228-1419 
for more information.

DAILY –
REGION – If you want 
to drink that’s your 
business, but if you want 
to stop, that’s ours. Contact 
Alcoholics Anonymous at 
www.aavt.org or call your 
local hotline at 802-885-
8281 and join a meeting. 
You are not alone.

LUDLOW, Vt. – William 
Raveis Real Estate Vermont 
Properties is accepting 
donations to their 2022 
Coat Drive through Dec. 
1. Drop off clean outer 
garments in good condition 
with working zippers at 29 
Locust Hill Rd., Ludlow, Vt. 

November 02, 2022

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

The First Baptist Church 
of Bellows Falls will host a 
First Friday Supper on Nov. 
4 at 9 Church St., Bellows 
Falls, Vt. 

  The menu will be turkey, 
potatoes, dressing, gravy, 
squash, green salad, des-
sert, and a beverage. Serv-
ing will go from 5–7 p.m. 
Gluten free and vegan op-

tions are available. Feel free 
to eat in or take out. There 
is a suggest donation, pro-
ceeds of which will go to 
the Emergency Fuel Fund 
through SEVCA.

First Friday Supper

C H A R L E S T O W N , 

N.H. – A complete take-
out-only Turkey Supper on 
Saturday, Nov. 5. Squash, 
stuffing, green beans, gravy, 
cranberry sauce, and bread 
and butter. Homemade 
pumpkin pie for dessert. 
For your take out, please call 
603-826-5987 between 9 
a.m. and 12 p.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 4 or from 12-2:30 p.m. 
on the Saturday of the sup-
per. You can pick up your 
meal between 4-4:45 p.m. 
There is a fee per supper. 

Turkey 
Supper

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Baked Bean Supper, tak-out 
only, on Saturday, Nov. 12 
from 4-6 p.m. Home-baked 
beans, Essem hot dogs, 
coleslaw, brown bread, and 
pumpkin pie. Pick up at the 
United Methodist Church, 
10 Valley St., Springfield, 
VT 05156. There is a fee per 
supper. 

Baked 
Bean 
Supper
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classifieds

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150for13Weeks•$250for26Weeks•$400for52Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Vermont State Craft Center

68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111

Open Wed. 11-5, Fri. 11-7, Sat. 11-5

Many new items to start your Holiday shopping!
 

10/29 Paint the Vibrant Colors of Fall in Watercolor 

Workshop with Robert J.  O’Brien. 

11/12 Joyful Calligraphy Workshop with Jorika Stockwell. Learn 

different styles, scripts, and interesting twists on basic pen skills.

A Festival of Color, new Open Wall Show

Register for classes & shop online:

https://galleryvault.org/  
(01/18/23 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors

APEX VENTURES, LLC - HOUSE PAINTING
Booking interior painting for the fall and winter.  Also 

booking exterior painting for the spring and summer of 2023.  

Houses, decks, porches, garages and barns.  Email adam@

apexventures.one for a free quote.
(11/09/22  - 13)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. 

Framing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hard-

wood flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered 

with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in 

Proctorsville. 802-558-5267. 
(12/14/22 - 13)

Campground

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2023! REASONABLE RATES!

802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@aol.com 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 

Private Sites! 
(12/07/22 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-

226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

10am-6pm. 
(08/11/23 - TFN - 52)

Cleaning

RAINBOW CLEANING SERVICE
Houses, offices, apartments, and auto. We clean everything! 

References on request, fully insured, free estimates. Contact 

Verina Field at 802-289-9188 or stoneart49@gmail.com. 
(11/23/22  - 13)

Masonry

DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including veneer, 

walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 32 years 

experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or stoneart49@

gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(11/23/22 - 13)

Okemo Valley TV

Watch on TV: Community Channel: Comcast 1076 & VTel 166

 Education / Gov’t Channel: Comcast 1086 / VTel 167

(TV Schedules available at okemovalley.tv/schedules & on cable TV pro-
gram guide)

Watch Online: okemovalley.tv & youtube.com/okemovalleytv

“Gavel-to-Gavel” coverage of local meetings (playing daily 

on Ed. / Gov. channel)

(Meeting Playback Guide available at bottom of okemovallley.tv/schedule)

(01/04/23 - TFN - 13)

Scrap Metal Wanted
Call Chet for free removal of scrap metal. Also buying scrap 

cars. Call 802-875-3788.
(12/14/22 - 13)

Noel Hoffmann
Dog Training and Behavioral Consulting

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
It is all behavior. And all behavior can be changed. 

- Positive, science based training

- Private personalized coaching

- All season facility

www.noelhoffmann.com   802-375-5560
Westminster, Vermont

APDT, CPDT-KA, KPA-CTP, IAABC-CDBC, Fear Free

Learn more at claremontsavings.bank/foundation

Congratulations 2022 Grant Recipients

Baby Steps Family Assistance

Black River Innovation Campus

Bugbee Senior Center

Carter Community Building Association

CASA of NH

Charlestown Children’s Fund

Cinnamon Street Early Education & Child 
Care Center

Claremont Community Television, Inc.

Claremont Learning Partnership

Claremont Middle School

Claremont Senior Center, Inc.

Claremont Soup Kitchen, Inc

Cornish Volunteer Fire Department

COVER Home Repair

Friends of Lebanon Recreation & Parks

Friends of Veterans

Full Circle Farm Therapeutic 
Horsemanship

Gallery at the VAULT

Good Beginnings of the Upper Valley

Good Neighbor Health Clinic

Green Mountain Children’s Center

Home Healthcare, Hospice and 
Community Services, Inc.

Koasek of Turtle Mountain

Library Arts Center

Meeting Waters YMCA, Inc.

Newport Montessori School

Newport Rotary Club

Newport Senior Center, Inc.

Reach Out and Read

REMIX Coffee Bar & Social Club

Rockingham Entertainment 
Development, LLC

Saint-Gaudens Memorial

Southwestern Community Services

Springfield Area Parent Child Center

Springfield Art Gym

Springfield Community Players

Springfield Family Center

Springfield Hospital

Springfield Humane Society Inc.

Springfield On The Move

Springfield School District All-4-One

Springfield Supported Housing Program

Stevens High School Life Skills Program

Stevens High School Post Grad,  
Class of 2023

Sullivan County Humane Society

Trinity Episcopal Church  
Backpack Program

Town of Newport

Turning Points Network

Upper Valley Disc Golf Organization

Upper Valley Habitat for Humanity

Upper Valley Haven

Volunteers in Action

Wags and Wiggles Rescue

Waypoint

West Central Behavioral Health

West Claremont Center for Music  
and the Arts

Willey-Perra Community Giving

Willing Hands

Windsor County Mentors

Women’s Health Resource Center

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
Money, Vintage Sports-Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at AN-
TIQUE CENTERS in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

GUNS 
WANTED
REGION – Guns wanted. Hand-
guns, rifles, or shotguns. Top 

prices paid. Call Ray at 802-775-
2859 or 802-236-7213. 

HELP WANTED
Greater Falls Connections is 
seeking a Director for our youth-
focused grassroots substance mis-
use prevention work in the Bellows 
Falls area. Diverse candidates 
with a passion for breaking the 
cycle of addiction sought. Full job 
description at: greaterfallsconnec-
tions.org/about/jobs. 

Seeking part time house cleaner 
- come join our team. Flexible 
days/hours. No nights, week-

ends, or holidays. Call or text 
802-342-3767. 

GRACE’S GENERAL CONTRAC-
TOR - Seeking Lead Carpenter. 
Experience in building garages, 
decks, and porches. $30/HOUR 
AND UP. Call 802-674-5892. 

ASCUTNEY, Vt. – Seeking general 
laborer. Must have license and 
reliable transportation. Mechani-
cal ability a plus. Call Steve at 
603-381-0929. 

PLACE A CLASSIFIED

GET SEEN!
VERMONTJOURNAL.COM

REGION – This final ar-
ticle of a four-part series 
addresses the steps that can 
be taken to protect yourself 
online. With the mid-term 
election and the holiday 
season rapidly approaching, 
here are some self-defense 
tips to assist in fending off 
many on-line predators:
  1) Update your software. 

Old operating systems and 
anti-virus/anti-malware 
software are vulnerable to 
a wide range of attacks. Us-
ing a computer that has not 
been updated or not pur-
chasing protective software, 
even on an Apple product, 
is like playing Russian Rou-
lette; it’s not a matter of if 
your system will be compro-
mised, rather, it is a question 
of when. Unsure of whether 
of not you are up-to-date? 
Do a browser search for 
your software, asking, “Is 
my operating system (or vi-

rus protection) up to date,” 
and follow the suggestions.  
  2) Update your passwords. 

Most devices (computers, 
tablets, smart phones, home 
modems/routers) either 
have a default password or 
one that has been in use for 
some time. Change your 
device passwords to unique 
pass phrases and record 
them. Do not use the same 
password for multiple de-
vices or online accounts. The 
easiest step is to purchase a 
password manager and use 
it for everything. Using this 
software requires creating a 
single, master password or 
passphrase to open a “vault” 
where all of your passwords 
can be stored.  Only you 
(and it is highly recommend 
that you share the master 
password with a confidant) 
have access to the “vault,” not 
even the software developer. 
If you use an Apple device, 

the operating software 
includes an application, 
Keychain, which serves as 
a password manager that 
only you can open. The 
one negative aspect of this 
feature is that the access 
password is the password 
to the device.  
  3) Purchase a VPN 

(Virtual Private Net-
work): Many technol-
ogy software companies 
market VPNs which es-
sentially create a private 
connection to the internet 
that disguises your online 
identity and location.

  Questions or concerns? 
Contact egreenblott@
aarp.org. Elliott Green-
blott is a retired educator 
and coordinator of the 
AARP Vermont Fraud 
Watch Network. He hosts 
a CATV program, Mr. 
Scammer, distributed by 
GNAT-TV in Sunder-
land, VT – www.gnat-tv.
org.

Fraud Watch Network: 
Computer scams

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

Chucky and McCheesy 
are two adorable, hairless 
rats looking for a loving 
home together. These boys 
were found abandoned in 
an apartment. They are 
friendly and will go with 
their cage. A kind donor 
has paid their adoption fee. 
To adopt this duo go to our 
website www.spfldhumane.
org and fill out a rabbit ap-
plication, as we do not have 
one for rats. Include any rat 
experience on the applica-
tion or call 802-885-3997 
for more information. We 

also have a bonded pair of 
three-month-old sister lop 
mix bunnies seeking an in-
door home together.

Chucky and McCheesy
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GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282
NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

REDUCED! Beautifully Renovated 

Multi-Level Workshop, 3 Bay Pole 

Barn! 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1.8+/- Acres

Newfane, $339,000

Fine In-Town Farmhouse! Current 

2-Family, Could Convert To Single

4-5 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 0.92+/- Acres

Springfield, $199,000

Stunning 142.1+/- Acres!

Set Between The Villages of 

Chester & Grafton

Chester, $360,000

2 Great Investment Opportunities

Being Sold Together!

7 Units Total

Springfield, $224,000

Great Property!

Spacious Ranch On 2.5+/- Acres

2-3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath

Springfield, $185,000

Great Investment Opportunity!

5 Unit Multi-Family Home

2 Garage Bays For Storage

Springfield, $239,000

Well Maintained w/Spacious Rooms

Partially Finished Basement

2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, 0.69+/- Acres

Derby, $200,000

Mostly Furnished Small Chalet

Near Local Snowmobile Trails

2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, 0.5+/- Acres

Brookline, $135,000

60+/- Acres w/Long Range Views!

Well & Septic, Southern Exposure

Build Your Dream Home

Grafton, $199,900

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com
39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

P&M Auto Sales
Quality Used 

Cars and Trucks

280 River Street • Springfield, VT
Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit ApprovalBankruptcy • Bad Credit

First Time • Divorce

2017 Ford Escape SE

2011 Ford Expedition EL 

2016 Ford Fusion

2016 Jeep Renegade
Fully Loaded

Auto

4 Cylinder

Sunroof

Fully Loaded

3rd Row Seats

Auto

Keypad Entry

Auto

A/C

Cruise Control

Tinted Windows

4WD

Auto

A/C

Cruise Control

2014 Honda CR-V EL
AWD

Auto

Sunroof

Heated Seats

Okemo Valley's Leading Real
Estate Source for Over 60 Years

Full Service Real Estate Sales 
and Seasonal Rental Service

info@davisandcompany.com
www.okemorealestate.com

802-228-8811

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

Amy Duffy, a local Edward 
Jones financial advisor, is 
supporting the Santa Claus 
Club Toy Drive Program by 
using her office as a drop-
off location for this year’s 
toy drive.
  Local residents may help 

needy children in the area 
by bringing in a new, un-
wrapped toy to the office, 
located at 41 Chester Road, 
Suite 1, Springfield VT 
05156 during regular busi-
ness hours beginning Nov. 
2 through Dec. 2. Monetary 
gifts cannot be accepted.
  “With the holiday season 

around the corner, we are all 
getting ready for the festivi-
ties,” says Duffy. “And as this 
is the season of giving, now 
is a great time to remem-
ber the less fortunate in our 
community.”
  Edward Jones, a Fortune 

500 firm, provides financial 

services in the U.S. and 
through its affiliate in 
Canada. The firm’s nearly 
19,000 financial advisors 
serve more than 8 mil-
lion clients with a total of 
$1.6 trillion in client as-
sets under care. Edward 
Jones’ purpose is to part-
ner for a positive impact 
to improve the lives of 
its clients and colleagues, 
and together, better our 
communities and society. 
Through the dedication 
of the firm’s 50,000 as-
sociates and our branch 
presence in 68% of U.S. 
counties, the firm is com-
mitted to helping more 
people achieve financially 
what is most important to 
them. The Edward Jones 
website is www.edward-
jones.com and its recruit-
ing website is www.ca-
reers.edwardjones.com. 
Member SIPC.

Edward Jones 
Santa Claus 
Club Toy Drive W E S T M I N S T E R , 

Vt. – The Green Moun-
tain Colony hosted 
their fall meeting in the 
autumnal splendor of 
Kurn Hattin Homes for 
Children and welcomed 
the National Society of 
New England Women 
(NSNEW) President 
General, Jane Schleinzer. 
President Schleinzer pre-
sented her President’s 
Fund objective of spon-
soring a pew (front and 
center aisle) and a bell 
in the Church of the Pil-
grimage in Plymouth, 
Mass. to assist with their 

renovation efforts. Presi-
dent Schleinzer presented 
a history of the churches 
in Plymouth and the sig-
nificance of this year’s gift. 
It was also announced that 
the 2023 Annual Congress 
of the NSNEW will be held 
in Plymouth. 
  Steve Harrison, Executive 

Director of Kurn Hattin 
Homes, provided an over-
view of the Homes current-
ly. After lunch, the women 
enjoyed a tour of the aca-
demic building at Kurn 
Hattin Homes and of one of 
the children’s cottages. The 
National Society of New 

England Women was orga-
nized in 1895. The Society 
brings women together of 
New England ancestry to 
engage in patriotic, educa-

tional, and charitable work. 
They have been support-
ing Kurn Hattin Homes for 
over 70 years. www.kurn-
hattin.org.

Kurn Hattin welcomes NSNEW 
President General

NENEW President’s Visit at Kurn Hattin Homes for Chil-

dren.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WINDSOR, Vt. – In Sep-
tember of this year, Presi-

dent Biden declared Octo-
ber 2022 as National Youth 

Substance Use Prevention 
Month, focusing attention 
on the risk of substance use 
in young Americans. Stud-
ies show that 90% of people 
who experience substance 
use disorder as adults began 
using these substances be-
fore they were 18.  
  Mt. Ascutney Prevention 

Partnership (MAPP) is a 
community-based public 
health coalition working to 
facilitate community action 
that promotes health and 
positive environments for all 

residents. Melanie Sheehan, 
MCHES, Chair of MAPP, 
says that people who begin 
using substances such as 
nicotine, alcohol, and other 
drugs before they are 15 are 
seven times more likely to 
develop dependence than 
those who wait until they 
are 21 or older. She says, 
“During adolescence the 
brain is very vulnerable 
and going through rapid 
development and changes. 
Neural pathways needed 
in childhood prune away 
while more adult-focused 
skills are being learned. In-
troducing substances at this 
time can create a chemical 
pathway in the brain that 
favors reward and addic-
tion. This is why targeting 
prevention efforts during 
adolescence is so important. 
The positive impact can be 
life altering.”
  With Vermont being 

among the top five states 
in the US with the highest 
rates of substance use disor-
der, she says that it’s vitally 
important for Vermonters 
to understand and embrace 
proven prevention tech-
niques. Prevention work can 
be shared in our communi-
ties by engaged schools’ ad-
ministrators and systems, 
recovery coaches, and busi-
nesses, working alongside 
the police, health care pro-
viders, the media, parents, 
and youth themselves. “Re-
ally,” she says, “it’s the work 
of the entire community to 
keep itself safe and healthy. 
When we do the work to-
gether, we all benefit.”
  MAPP offers resources 

on prevention at www.map-
pvt.org and at Mt. Ascutney 
Prevention Partnership on 
Facebook. 
  People who are concerned 

about substance use disorder 
in their own lives can get 
help at VT Helplink, by 
telephone at 802-565-LINK 
(5465) and online at www.
VTHelplink.org. Inspiring 
stories of Vermonters in 
Recovery and local resources 
are also available at www.
weareworthwhile.org. People 
interested in understanding 
their patterns of drinking 
and level of risk can visit 
www.rethinkingdrinking.
niaaa.nih.gov.

REGION – West River 
Valley Thrives (Thrives) 
and Building A Positive 
Community (BAPC) 
substance use prevention 
coalitions in Windham 
County have jointly re-
ceived a $26,500 grant 
from the Vermont De-
partment of Health’s 
Youth Vaping Prevention 
and Treatment Enhance-
ment Fund. This funding 
will allow Thrives and 
BAPC to expand their 
work with community 
partners to prevent and 
reduce vaping by local 
teens and young adults.
  Vaping, the inhaling 

of an aerosol created by 
an electronic cigarette 
or e-cigarette, has be-
come a popular practice 
in young people, both 
nationwide and locally, 
resulting in a troubling 
new health crisis. E-cig-

arettes heat a liquid until it 
becomes an aerosol, which 
is inhaled. The liquid can 
contain nicotine, marijua-
na, and other compounds 
such as vitamin E, all of 
which have been shown 
to cause serious health is-
sues, especially in teens and 
young adults whose bodies 
and brains are still develop-
ing. 
  While vaping is a prob-

lem here in Windham 
County, according to the 
2019 Youth Risk Behav-
ior Survey (YRBS), 87% of 
Windham County middle 
school students and 73% 
of Windham County high 
school students reported 
not actively using electron-
ic vaping products. Of the 
high school students who 
reported using nicotine 
products, 51% stated they 
have tried to quit. The goal 
of the funding is to increase 

the percentage of youth liv-
ing vape-free and the coali-
tions feel positive it can be 
done as there has been a 
verified decrease over the 
past six years in youth use 
of alcohol, nicotine, and 
prescription drugs within 
the Thrives’ and BAPC’s 
catchment area.
  West River Valley 

Thrives’ mission is to sup-
port and promote healthy 
lifestyle choices with an 
emphasis on the prevention 
of alcohol, nicotine and 
other drug use by young 
people. Thrives serves a 
large rural area in south-
ern Vermont that includes 
the towns of Brookline, Ja-
maica, Marlboro, Newfane, 
Townshend, Wardsboro, 
Windham, and their as-
sociated villages. Since its 
inception in 2012, Thrives 
has been making a differ-
ence by collaborating with a 

broad array of stakeholders 
to help reduce risk factors 
that can lead to substance 
use, while strengthening 
protective factors known to 
help young people succeed. 
  Building a Positive Com-

munity (BAPC) supports 
the greater Brattleboro 
community, including the 
towns served by the Wind-
ham Southeast Supervisory 
Union school district. It is 
BAPC’s goal and vision to 
foster a community that 
is free from the pressures 
and harms of substance use 
where youth are informed, 
supported, and empowered 
in making positive choices 
to live to their fullest po-
tential. 
  To help in this effort 

and for more information, 
Thrives can be found at 
www.wrvthrives.org, and 
BAPC at www.BAPC802.
org.

Thrives and BAPC look to youth vaping

MAPP substance use prevention
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To learn more about Paws With A Cause and to find out 

how you can help, just download this simple app and

watch this story come to life:

GET ZAPPAR
ZAP THE CODE

TO DONATE

Provided as a community service by this civic minded publication
and the Association of Community Publishers

Full service company equipped to meet 

all your plumbing and heating needs

Oil • Propane • Diesel • Kerosene  

Wood/Pellet Stoves • Boilers

Bellows Falls, VT • 802-463-3166 • JamesFuels.com

FOR IMMEDIATE HIRE:
CDL Hazmat Driver and Licensed Plumber

bmw 

painters
      box 6, weston, vt

• commercial 
   & residential

• paperhanging

• drywalls

• aerial truck

• free estimates

Ray Wilcox

802-875-3391

Cell 802-384-1933

• Since 1969 •

At Brattleboro Hearing Center your  

hearing healthcare is our top priority.

Our Doctors of Audiology keep up with the

latest technology and our research-driven

practices provide the best possible outcomes

in the treatment of hearing loss. We’re proud

to offer personalized, patient-centered care.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Brattleboro, VT • 802-254-3922

Swanzey, NH • 603-354-3325
Greenfield, MA • 413-773-5119

www.BrattleboroHearing.com

• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

CHESTER, Vt. – Big 
Woods Voices will per-
form their first album, 
“Poetry in Harmony,” at 
the First Universalist Par-
ish of Chester on Sunday, 
Nov. 6, at 3 p.m. Admis-
sion will be on a sliding 
scale and masks are re-
quired.
  Big Woods Voices cel-

ebrates a cappella vocal 
harmony through ar-
rangements grown from 
American roots genres, 
world folk styles, poets 
new and old, and Will 
Danforth’s deep creative 
well. From heart-stopping 
to foot-stomping, prayer-
ful to fun-filled, disso-
nant to dulcet, Big Woods 

Voices brings the spirit of 
southern Vermont to life 

through rich harmonies and 
soulful interpretations. 

Big Woods Voices 
perform in Chester

TOWNSHEND, Vt. – The 
Leland and Gray Players 
will present “The Addams 
Family” on Nov. 10, 11, and 
12 at 7 p.m. and Nov. 12 at 
1 p.m.
  The Addams Family is 

coming to you. The Leland 
and Gray Players return 
with another hit musi-

cal, “The Addams Family.” 
After the sold-out run of 
“Mamma Mia,” The Players 
couldn’t be more excited for 
this show. Bringing back in-
person shows, leaving be-
hind the masks, and return-
ing the spotlight to your 
favorite classic characters, 
the show follows the iconic 

Addams family and also 
adds in new characters 
like the Beinikes. Both 
families try to navigate 
love and lies while singing 
catchy songs like: “Cra-
zier Than You,” “Pulled,” 
“Full Disclosure,” and, of 
course, “When You’re an 
Addams.” 

Leland and Gray perform 
“The Addams Family”

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
As you prepare for the 
holidays, be sure to stop 
in at the Thanksgiving 
Farmers’ Market on Sat-
urday, Nov. 19, from 10 
a.m. – 1 p.m. at the Unit-
ed Methodist Church in 

downtown Springfield, Vt.
  Our vendors offer every-

thing you need to make this 
an unforgettable holiday, 
including natural meats, fall 
vegetables, free-range eggs, 
artisan breads, beautiful flo-
ral arrangements, custom 

batik clothing and acces-
sories, home and holiday 
décor, baked goods, delec-
table pastries, and holiday 
pies, fabric creations, honey, 
candles, jams, jellies, pickles, 
and relishes, and a full range 
of maple products.

Thanksgiving Farmers Market

Big Woods Voices.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

River Artisans Cooperative 
is proud to announce their 
newest artisan member, 
Catharine “Catrinka” Ran-
dall. Catrinka is a nature 
watercolorist, specifically 
painting joyous renderings 
of birds.
  Although she has only 

been painting since the be-
ginning of the pandemic, 
she has managed to gar-
ner many awards and one-
woman shows, such as the 
“Most Flamboyant” prize 
in the Matt Brown Fine Art 
Gallery’s “Wild About Wa-
tercolor” competition, and 
“A Blessing of Birds” at the 
Norris Cotton Cancer Cen-
ter at Dartmouth Hitchcock 
Medical Center.
  Catrinka is a Juried Mem-

ber of the Santa Fe Society 
of Artists and is represented 
by Terra Cotta Wine Bistro 
and Gallery, Santa Fe, N.M. 
and River Artisans Coop-

erative in Bellows Falls, Vt.
  Run by artisans and 

staffed by artisans, River 
Artisans Cooperative’s shop 
contains the work of local 
potters, quilters, print mak-
ers, woodworkers, silver-
smiths, fiber artisans, basket 
makers, and many more. 
  The River Artisans Coop-

erative has been a welcom-
ing space for artisans of all 
ages and mediums since 

1975, making it one of 
the oldest craft coopera-
tives in the state of Ver-
mont.
  Located at 28 Square, 

Bellows Falls, VT 05101. 
Contact at 802-591-2085 
or visit www.riverarti-
sanscooperative.com. 
Hours are 11 a.m. – 5 
p.m., Thursday – Mon-
day (Closed Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays).

Artist Cooperative new 
member

Catrinka Randall painting.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

Gallery at the VAULT is de-
lighted to present the new 
Open Wall show, “A Fes-
tival of Color.” This show 
includes beautiful paint-
ings, photographs, collage, 
paper sculpture, felted 
Santa’s helper and Christ-
mas stocking, knitted vest, 
wrapped stones, and cards. 
The works will be on dis-
play until Dec. 28. 
  Open Wall is a non-jur-

ied show for any artists liv-
ing in a 30 mile radius of 
Springfield. For more infor-
mation please call or come 
into Gallery at the VAULT, 
68 Main

S t r e e t , 
Springfield. 
We are open 
Wednesday 
and Sat-
urday 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m. 
and Friday 
11 a.m. – 7 
p.m. Contact 
8 0 2 - 8 8 5 -
7111, gal-
ler y vault@
vermontel .
net, or visit 
Facebook or 
our webpage 
at www.gal-
l e r y v a u l t .
org. Handicapped accessible.

“A Festival of 
Color” Open 
Wall show

“Into His Gates,” by Mona Frye.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Annual SAL Turkey Raffle 

Saturday, Nov. 11

6 pm 

15 Rounds

16th Round will be a complete Turkey Dinner

American Legion Post 67, Chester, VT 

802-875-6009

 

VOTE LAMONT BARNETT FOR ASSISTANT JUDGE 

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve Windham County as one of its two Assistant 

Judges for the last decade. In that time, I have helped develop a yearly budget to maintain 

the County buildings and property. I also have thousand of hours of experience hearing cases 

in the Brattleboro and Newfane Civil and Family Courts. These cases have addressed the 

safety and security of people throughout the county. 

 Cases such as: 

 relief from abuse (RFA) 

 divorce 

 parental rights and responsibilities 

 parent child contact 

 tenant landlord issues 

 foreclosures 

 credit card debt 

 stalking and sexual assault  

    and most recently: 

 Judicial Bureau hearings (traffic court) 

        “Experience matters”                               Paid for by Lamont Barnett 

I ask for your VOTE in the November 8
th

 General Election 

*Rates will vary based on your individual credit. This special does not apply to current loans held with 802 Credit Union, and is for secured, non-residential loans only. Not 
all applicants will qualify. Share account required. All loans receiving this special offer must close no later than December 30, 2022. Loan applications must be submitted 
by November 30, 2022. Additional terms & conditions may apply.  Contact us for addtional details. 

November 16 - 30, 2022

Apply at 802cu.com or visit one of our branches. 

let’s 

connect

1% OFF
Our Current Rates*

Winter Loan Sale
Finance or Refinance your Car, Truck, Snowmobile, 

Camper, Motorcycle, ATV, Boat & More.
Lawrence & Wheeler has been 

woven into the fabric of the 
Springfield community for decades. 

And now that we’re a part of The 
Richards Group, our dedication to 
our clients and community remains 

stronger than ever as we look 
forward to the future.

The more 
things change, 
the more they 
stay the same.

therichardsgrp.com

(802) 885-2178 

46 Main Street 

Springfield, VT 05156

Insurance and Employee Benefits services provided through Richards Inc., Advisory services are offered through 
TRG Investment Advisors, LLC dba TRG Retirement Plan Consultants (“TRGIA”), a Registered Investment Adviser. 
Richards Inc. and TRGIA are affiliated as Richards Inc. is the parent company of TRGIA. Advisory services are 
only offered to clients or prospective clients where TRGIA and its representatives are properly licensed or 
exempt from licensure. Past performance is no guarantee of future returns. Investing involves risk and possible 
loss of principal capital. No advice may be rendered by TRGIA unless a client service agreement is in place.

Home, Auto & Business Insurance  
Employee Benefits • Retirement Plans

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield High School 
Theater Department will 
perform “The Witch’s Prin-
cess,” by Don Zolidis on 
Friday, Nov. 4 and Saturday, 
Nov. 5 at 7 p.m. They will 

also show a matinee of the 
play on Sunday, Nov. 6 at 2 
p.m. This event is by dona-
tion, which can be given at 
the door.
  “The Witch’s Princess” 

will be performed by the 

SHS Theater Perfor-
mance class, with the 
Tech and Design class as 
builders and crew. Ques-
tions can be directed 
to Rebecca Skrypeck at 
rskrypeck@ssdvt.org. 

SHS performs “The 
Witch’s Princess”

WESTON, Vt. – The 
image of a weathered 
barn standing in a mead-
ow against the back-
ground of the Green 
Mountains is a Ver-
mont icon, the subject 
of countless drawings, 
paintings, and photo-
graphs, perhaps because 
barns convey a sense of 
tranquility and tradition . 
On Wednesday, Nov. 9 at 
4 p.m., educator and his-
torian Jonathan Bigelow 
will deliver a well-illus-
trated and acclaimed talk 
on the barns of our area. 
The venue is the Old Par-

ish Church on Route 100 in 
Weston, Vt.
  Subjects to be covered 

include how and when the 
majority of barns in our 
area were built, how the 
basic barn structure was al-
tered to fit the specific crops 
or products being farmed, 
and how barn design has 
evolved as farming practic-
es have changed over time.
  While some buildings 

that are called “barns” were 
constructed to house car-
riages or for other purposes, 
most in our area were built 
to support agricultural pro-
duction. As agriculture in 

Southern Vermont has de-
clined, many of these struc-
tures have been left stand-
ing in the harsh Vermont 
weather, no longer needed 
nor maintained. While 
these structures may offer 
a “nostalgic” or “romantic” 
appearance, these relics of 
another era, another econo-
my, may soon be lost to us 
without some measure of 
preservation.
  There is no cost to at-

tend the lecture. Donations 
to the event’s sponsor, the 
Weston Historical Society, 
will be accepted with grati-
tude.

Learn about “The 
Barns of Weston”

CHESTER, Vt. – Reserva-
tions are coming in for the 
Wreath-Decorating Work-
shops scheduled for Nov. 
17–19 in Willard Hall at St. 
Luke’s Church, 313 Main 
St., in Chester, Vt. Those 
who register and pay by 
Thursday, Nov. 10 may take 
advantage of a discount on 
the price of a wreath. Since 
the number of wreaths and 
workshop sessions is limit-
ed, it’s important to reserve 
early to ensure a wreath and 
choice of workshop.  
  At the workshops, par-

ticipants choose from an 
array of specially collected 
greens, berries, nuts and 
other natural materials, 
bows, and different embel-
lishments that they would 
like to add to their pre-

made evergreen wreath. 
Wire, glue guns, and other 
supplied equipment will 
make the decorating easy 
and successful. Open to the 
public, the workshops will 
benefit both the church and 
the Chester Conservation 
Committee’s youth envi-
ronmental-camp scholar-
ships.  
  To be assured of a wreath 

and preferred session, par-
ticipants must preregister 
early for one of eight dif-
ferent workshops: Thurs-
day, Nov. 17, 9–10:30 a.m., 
1–2:30 p.m., or 6:30–8 p.m.; 
Friday, Nov. 18, 9–10:30 
a.m., 1–2:30 p.m., or 6:30–8 
p.m.; and Saturday, Nov. 
19, 9–10:30 a.m. or 1–2:30 
p.m. Each session will offer 
all the essentials to create a 

personal, one-of-a-kind 
wreath. Men and women 
are welcome to come 
alone or register with a 
friend or group, and par-
ticipants are encouraged 
to bring clippers and glue 
guns if they have them.    
  Checks should be 

made out to St. Luke’s 
Church, designated in 
the memo line for the 
Wreath Workshop, and 
mailed to Lillian Willis 
at P.O. Box 318, Chester, 
VT 05143. For additional 
information, registra-
tion, or a flier you could 
mail to a friend, please 
contact Lillian Willis at 
802-875-1340 or lbwil-
lisct@comcast.net. Or 
visit www.stlukesipisco-
palvt.org.

Wreath workshop

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 

“The Stuff of Dreams,” 
a documentary, will be 
shown on Friday, Nov. 4 
at 7 p.m. at the Congre-
gational Church of West-
minster West.
  “The Stuff of Dreams” 

came out in 1977. It is 
a documentary about a 
community production of 
Shakespeare’s “The Tem-
pest” that was performed 
by the Monteverdi Players 
at Sweet Pond in Guilford, 
Vt. 

  Admission is by dona-
tion. After the film, Alan 
Dater, one of the film’s cre-
ators, will be on hand to talk 
about the film and answer 
questions. Popcorn, cider, 
and baked goods will be on 
sale. Masks are encouraged. 

Congregational Church shows 
“The Stuff of Dreams”

WALPOLE, N.H. – The 
Great River Co-op will be 
hosting its annual Thanks-
giving Farmers Market on 
the Common in Walpole, 

N.H. on Saturday, Nov. 19 
from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
  Local farmers and pro-

ducers will have everything 
you need for your holiday 

meals. This is also a great 
time to buy holiday gifts 
from local producers. For 
information about becom-
ing a vendor and to reserve 
your space, email info@
greatriverfoodcoop.com. 
There will be a cost for a 
space, payable the day of 
the event. Reserve a spot by 
Nov. 11 so that we can in-
clude you in pre-event pro-
motions.
  More information about 

the Thanksgiving Farm-
ers Market and other Great 
River Co-op activities is 
available at the Co-op’s 
Facebook page.

Walpole Thanksgiving Market

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Gallery at the VAULT will 
be hosting a new calligra-
phy workshop led by Jorika 
Stockwell entitled “Joyful 
Calligraphy” on Saturday, 
Nov. 12, from 11 a.m. – 3 
p.m. 

  Learn several different 
styles and scripts of callig-
raphy through writing the 
word “Joy.” Attendees will 
cover basic pen skills and 
some interesting twists. 
  Pens will be available to 

purchase in class and ink 

is provided. Register by 
Wednesday, Nov. 9 to at-
tend. 
  For more information, 

call Gallery at the VAULT 
at 802-885-7111, email gal-
leryvault@vermontel.net, or 
visit www.galleryvault.org.

“Joyful Calligraphy” at the VAULT
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