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DEADLINES

BY SHARON HUNTLEY

The Vermont Journal

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – 
The Cavendish Historical So-
ciety’s Margo Caulfield led 
about 20 brave and adven-
turous souls on a Christmas 
Ghost Walk during the eve-
ning of Sunday, Dec. 12. The 
walk started near the Proctors-
ville green and stopped at sev-
eral noteworthy ghost-hosting 
homes along Route 131 and 
Depot Street, and ended with a 
bonfire on the grounds of the 
Golden Stage Inn – one of the 
most well-known and docu-
mented haunted inns in Ver-
mont.
  The clear and cold winter’s 

evening began in front of the 
old Proctorsville war memo-
rial with our group listening to 
Caulfield’s introduction across 
from a street lamp that kept 
going out, plunging the group 

into darkness. My cell phone 
was also malfunctioning, re-
quiring me to restart it for the 
voice memo-recording feature 
to work – both creating an ee-
rily ironic start to the tour.
  The memorial is flanked by 

two adjacent buildings, one is 
an old brick building known 
originally as the Eagle Tavern 
and is now home to apart-
ments, Black River Tax, and 
Village Clippers. This building 
has several bricked-up win-
dows and an empty attic. It was 
once a Masonic lodge that held 
séances with reports from el-
derly residents recalling seeing 
pianos levitating down hall-
ways when they were children.
  On the other side of the me-

morial is a completely reno-
vated home, which sits directly 
below the Proctor cemetery. It 
is haunted by a male spirit who 
appears at the foot of the bed, 
according to recent renters.

  Just down the road on Route 
131 across from the Proc-
torsville Fire Station is an old 
home built in 1869 with the 
unique distinction of have the 
inhabiting ghost written into 

the deed of the house. “Lena” 
has the right to the parlor and 
the front bedroom. The cur-
rent owners have heard talk-
ing and voices when no one 
is there and is used to having 

Lena move and hide objects 
throughout the home.
  The Proctorsville Fire De-

partment itself was also a long-
serving host to a ghost they 
called “Homer.” Homer would 
turn lights off and on and 
would flush toilets and run wa-
ter. According to Caulfield, he 
hasn’t been around for the last 
five years or so.
  Several stops along Depot 

Street included stories of three 
children ghosts who inhab-
ited the old Opera House, now 
Crows Bakery; an old Abenaki 
ghost tale retold from their 
lore; and reports of ghostly in-
habitants in the basement of 
what was once a brothel but 
later the old Proctorsville Inn.
  The final stop settled our 

group warming around a gen-
erous fire on the grounds of 
the Golden Stage Inn, enjoy-
ing hot cider and fresh cookies 
while Golden Stage innkeeper 

Julie Wood told several stories 
relayed from past innkeepers, 
a smattering of personal expe-
riences, and reported ghostly 
encounters from guests. The 
most recent sighting involved a 
casperesque cat walking along 
the foot of a bed and atop the 
tucked-in feet of a guest. A 
separate encounter inflamed 
a different guest’s feline aller-
gies, though no visible cat was 
around and none live there.
  The charming evening end-

ed after Wood finished one last 
“tall tale,” which was borrowed 
from a fictional storyteller. 
Tour guests then walked the 
short distance along a well-lit 
Depot Street back to their vehi-
cles in the crisp, cold night air.
  For more information on 

other planned events by the 
Cavendish Historical Society, 
follow the Cavendish Connects 
website at www.cavendishcon-
nects.com.

Historical Society leads a Christmas Ghost Walk

Ghost Walk participants gather around a bonfire at Golden Stage Inn.
PHOTO BY SHARON HUNTLEY

BY SHARON HUNTLEY

The Vermont Journal

LUDLOW, Vt. – At the Ludlow 
Selectboard meeting on Dec. 6, 
the board approved a townwide 
mask mandate, scheduled the 
revote for cannabis retail sales in 
Ludlow, moved their town char-
ter forward, and discussed more 
budget numbers.
  As reported last week, the 

Ludlow Selectboard approved 
a townwide mask mandate, 
termed a “rule,” effective imme-
diately, requiring all individuals 
to wear face coverings while in-
doors at locations that are open 
to the public. The mandate is in 
effect for 45 days and then needs 
to be renewed every 30 days 
thereafter.
  Due to issues with enforce-

ment, the mandate is considered 
a non-enforceable rule, not an 
ordinance, since a “rule” cannot 
be petitioned to be turned over. 
Ludlow’s Municipal Manager 
Scott Murphy said the primary 
method of enforcement is edu-
cating the public and requesting 
voluntary compliance.
  Discussion centered around 

the perspective of business own-
ers who are looking for addition-
al “tools” of support to enforce 
mask wearing since the edict 
would be coming from the town. 
Business owner and board mem-
ber Justin Hyjek said, “There’s no 
teeth in the mandate but it does 
show at least we’re looking at the 
case load, and we’re trying to 
hopefully do what’s best for our 
small community with the influx 
of visitors that we see.”
  The measure passed 3 to 1, 

with one board member abstain-
ing.
  The Selectboard has scheduled 

a follow-up vote to determine 
whether Ludlow will allow for 
retail cannabis set for Tuesday, 
Jan 11, at Ludlow Town Hall, 
from 10 a.m.-7 p.m., or by absen-
tee ballots available at the Town 

Offices.
  After losing by 17 votes in the 

Nov. 2 balloting to decide wheth-
er Ludlow will opt-in for canna-
bis retails sales, Andi Goldman 
and Meredith Milligan of Gotta 
Love Ludlow collected over 100 
signatures to petition for the 
revote on the issue. According to 
Goldman, many business leaders 
and local residents reached out 
to the duo and encouraged them 
to keep fighting after the initial 
loss.
  The board unanimously ap-

proved moving forward with 
their newly proposed town char-
ter, which will now be scheduled 
for two public hearings and ap-
pear as an article for town meet-
ing. The town charter essentially 
outlines one detail to be clari-
fied, mainly that the Selectboard 
has the sole authority to decide 
whether an issue is voted on by 
floor vote or Australian ballot.
  The town budget review in-

cluded review of the Police, Fire, 
Ambulance, Transfer Station, 
and town administration bud-
gets.
  According to Murphy, over-

all the proposed total budget 
is about 3% higher. However, 
Board Chair Bruce Schmidt 
voiced some frustration with the 
budgeting process at this meet-
ing since board members and 
the town manager were look-
ing at two different versions of 
the budget, leading to confusion 
during several discussion points 
in the meeting.
  Also, during the discussion 

about the Police Department’s 
budget, Schmidt also interjected 
that despite this being a contract 
year, and having recent discus-
sions that police officer salaries 
would need to be raised to at-
tracted needed officers, there was 
no reflection of that necessity in 
the budget they were looking at.
  Police Chief Jeff Billings spoke 

from the audience to confirm 
the department’s need to hire 

officers and that they are 
competing with surrounding 
towns who are all in need of 
additional law enforcement. 
He said if they want to hire 
quality people, they will have 
to pay them better.
  Schmidt said that some of 

the budget increases are going 
to have to be in labor in some 
of the other departments as 
well.
  In the discussion over ad-

ministrative office costs, with 
the recent resignation of the 
town clerk, Schmidt sug-
gested the town look at what 
the administrators should be 
doing. Murphy said that they 
were talking about revamping 
the office to make it more ef-
ficient and cost effective.
  Schmidt ended the budget 

portion of the meeting by ask-
ing that they be able to look at 
where all departments stand 
in their current budgets as of 
the end of November so the 
board could review it.
  The next regular Ludlow 

Selectboard meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 3 at 6 
p.m. at Heald Auditorium 
in the Ludlow Town Office 
building.

Ludlow mask mandate, 
cannabis revote, town charter

BY SHARON HUNTLEY

The Vermont Journal

CAVENDISH, Vt. – At 
their Dec. 13 meeting, the 
Cavendish Selectboard ad-
opted a townwide mask 
mandate, termed a “rule,” 
requiring that all individu-
als within Cavendish and 
Proctorsville wear face cov-
erings indoors while in lo-
cations that are open to the 
public. The board adopted 
the guideline as a rule, not 
an ordinance, so it cannot be 
repealed by petition.
  Town Manager Brendan 

McNamara said that the rule 
would not be an enforceable 
mandate, but that it would 
stand as more of a recom-
mendation from the town. 
He said he had heard from 
several residents who were 
in favor of a mandate “espe-
cially with the influx of pop-
ulation coming in for the ski 
season.”
  The vote from the board 

to approve the measure was 
unanimous, but board mem-
bers Mike Ripley and George 
Timko both expressed con-
cern that the measure might 

pit people against each other. 
Board member Sandra Russo 
also expressed concern, but said 
it was better to issue a mandate, 
versus not. “It’s the right way to 
go.”
  Town Health Officer Doris 

Eddy was asked to weigh in 
from the audience and agreed. 
“We should certainly encour-
age people to be wearing their 
mask,” she said.
  Exceptions to the rule in-

clude children under 2, those 
with disabilities that make mask 
wearing impossible, and those 
eating and drinking once seated 
at a restaurant.
  The rule will be in place for 45 

days and then will need to be re-
newed every 30 days thereafter.
  McNamara updated the board 

on his ongoing efforts to move 
forward with projects that can 
be covered under the American 
Rescue Plan Act funding, which 
will total upwards of $420,000. 
He has been in discussions with 
regional planning and other 
town managers to confirm that 
his projects will be eligible for 
funding under the state guide-
lines, which he termed “ongoing 
and ever changing.”
  Projects McNamara is pur-

suing for the town include 
two culvert replacements and 
ditching equipment, which as 
“a storm water” issue may now 
be under the ARPA umbrella. 
He is also continuing to gather 
cost estimates for projects he 
had identified in previous meet-
ings including Pump Station 
upgrades, digitizing land re-
cords for Town Clerks Office, 
software upgrades for holding 
hybrid meetings, and replacing 
all the water meters in town.
  McNamara said he wants to 

have the projects ready to go 
once approved so they can hit 
the ground running to secure 
engineers and contractors to 
work on the projects, which 
must be done by 2024. He said 
he would have full details for the 
board in the coming months.
  The board discussed a letter 

received by the town from Vin-
cent Narbut concerning a 65-
acre property he owns on Route 
131. Narbut is trying to sell the 
property but the town owns the 
mineral rights – something a 
new potential buyer is protest-
ing. Narbut is requesting that 
the town give up the mineral 
rights to the property.
  Timko said that was done to 

protect the town so that a highly 
visible property wouldn’t be dug 
up and be an unsightly stretch 
on scenic Route 131.
  McNamara said he was hav-

ing the town attorney weigh in 
on the matter. He confirmed 
that the town was not going to 
give up their mineral rights but 
could agree that the town would 
not extract anything from the 
property for a certain amount 
of years. The board agreed it 
should be a good compromise.
  The town budgeting pro-

cess will begin with a meeting 
Wednesday, Jan 5, from 6-8 p.m. 
The next regular Cavendish Se-
lectboard meeting is scheduled 
for Monday, Jan. 10 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Cavendish Town Office.

Cavendish mask “rule” for 
indoor public locations

LUDLOW, Vt. – In keeping with the 
spirit of Christmas, the Ludlow Ro-
tary Club collected toys for Black 
River Good Neighbors Service. Krey 
Killington, BRGN director, and Art 
Randolph, LRC president, displayed 
some of the toys collected in support 
of the annual BRGN’s Christmas Food 
Basket program. The program pre-
pares food baskets, normally with 
whole turkeys or chickens, for area 
families. When the families involved 
have children, toys are included to 
make it a truly merry Christmas. The 
LRC has been helping BRGN in this 
annual effort for a number of years.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Ludlow Rotary helps BRGN’s toy drive
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LONGER BURN TIMES*

60+%

LESS*

WOOD

UP 

TO
LESS
Cutting, Splitting, 

Loading, Expense, Work

MORE
Free Time, Money

*Compared to traditional and some other methods of wood heating.

TOP PERFORMANCE
The Titanium outdoor wood furnace is the most 

efficient outdoor wood furnace. It uses up to 

60+% less wood as Central Boiler furnaces are 

engineered to minimize heat loss. The larger 

firebox allows for longer burn times. 

EASY TO MAINTAIN
Maintenance is minimal (usually only a few minutes a week), and is 

cleaner-burning and easy to operate. 

EASY TO OPERATE
The FireStar combustion controller with onboard wi-fi keeps you 

informed of your furnaces performance and operation. It constantly 

monitors how the wood is burning and adds air where and when 

it’s needed for the cleanest, most efficient combustion. You can 

see how it’s operating in real time on your smartphone or set up 

notifications. Watch a live demo at MyFireStar.com/demo. 

BUILT TO LAST A LIFETIME
The titanium-enhanced stainless steel 

firebox is designed to last a lifetime. It 

is virtually impervious to corrosion, 

withstands higher temperatures, and 

provides excellent heat transfer. 

New England Outdoor Furnace

877 John Stark Highway • Newport, NH 03773

603-863-8818
neofnh.com

STEEL

STAINLESS

TITANIUM

myfirestar.com

Example:

$12,000 Furnace
$3120 TAX CREDIT**
With this example you will deduct 

$3120 from your 2020 tax bill

26% 
TAX CREDIT
on your 2020 Tax Return

Purchase a new Titanium Stainless

Central Boiler Wood Furnace 

and get a 

**Starting January 1, 2021 take the new 25(D) Tax Credit for your purchase
Total bill includes Furnace, Installation, Materials, and Labor

For qualifying purchases and installations, complete on or before 12/31/2021

A B A C U S Payroll Service

servicing all of your payroll needs

802-546-2732 LRoser@AbacusPayroll.net

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your  

piece of Vermont  

to fit your Dreams!

Stone House Bed and Breakfast 

and Kettle Corn Company LLC

166 North Street

Chester,  Vermont 05143

stonehousebbchestervt@gmail.com
 

207-423-5392       508-988-5614 

 Carol Leofanti & Mark Ouellette
 

Located in the Historic Stone Village

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
Three preliminary scenar-
ios from Londonderry’s 
Main Street Study and 
Master Plan of the North 
Village Center were pre-
sented Nov. 18 for com-
munity review and input. 
Based on community 
comments at the Oct. 7 
and Nov. 18 community 
meetings, and feedback 
posted on the Londonder-
ry website, a consolidated 
scenario is being devel-
oped.
  Londonderry residents 

and businesses can review 
and comment on these 
scenarios at the town of 
Londonderry website: 
www.londonderryvt.org. 
Please provide your feed-
back and comments by 
Dec. 22, 2021.
  Stevens & Associates will 

present a preferred plan for 
North Main Street redevelop-
ment and revitalization Jan. 
6, 2022, based on community 
feedback and comments.
  Highlights from each of the 

three scenarios include:
• Option A: Needed improve-

ments to Main Street to protect 
buildings from flooding, im-
proved streetscape, increased 
upstream capacity at dam, and 
new building opportunities;
• Option B: Creation of a new 

town center on Route 100, add-
ed floors to Mountain Market-
place, improved Route 11/100 
traffic flow with revised inter-
section and recreation park;
• Options C: Roundabout at 

Route 11/100, use of grading 
and infill for current and new 
buildings, improved streetscape 
with curbs and sidewalks, out-
door recreation center and visi-
tor’s center.
  The MSMP project, launched 

by the Planning Commission 
in late June, is funded through 
a Municipal Planning Grant 
from the Vermont Agency of 

Commerce and Commu-
nity Development. Based 
on criteria in the town’s Re-
quest for Proposals, S&A 
will develop and recom-
mend implementable plans 
for a vibrant, accessible, safe, 
mixed-use district to support 
existing and new business. 
These recommendations will 
reflect and retain the existing 
features and character of the 
North Village.
  You are invited and en-

couraged to comment and 
provide guidance on the fu-
ture of North Main Street. 
Drawings, descriptions, 
and the GNAT recording of 
the Nov. 18 meeting can be 
found at www.londonder-
ryvt.org. Please provide your 
comments no later than Dec. 
22, 2021.

Londonderry master 
planners need your input

Londonderry Master Planners are requesting input from residents and 
businesses by Dec. 22, 2021.

PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Fletcher Farm School for 
the Arts and Crafts, as part 
of their partnership with 
the Expeditionary School at 
Black River, organized and 
presented two Silver Fab-
rication classes for ESBR 
students. Students learned 
about the properties of sil-
ver, and how to design, 
form, solder, and finish sil-
ver jewelry. Setting stones in 
jewelry was also covered.
  These classes were made 

possible by the Better Places 
Project, which produced 
eight custom-designed pic-
nic tables that were distribut-
ed throughout public spaces 
in Ludlow. Local businesses 
sponsored each of the tables, 
and the resulting funds were 
used to provide scholarships 

for Expeditionary School stu-
dents.
  Through the Fletcher Farm 

School, another class is be-
ing scheduled to create birch 
bark ornaments, which will be 
used in the ESBR student play 
that will be held in the Lud-
low Town Auditorium Jan. 29, 
2022.
  As a result of the partnership 

between the Expeditionary 
School and the Fletcher Farm 
School, future classes will be 
open to ESBR students and 
they will be able to earn credit 
for taking these classes.
  Fletcher Farm School also 

announced their raffle win-
ners. Winning tickets for 
the school’s annual raffles 
were drawn, and the follow-
ing winners have been noti-
fied: Hand-hooked wool rug, 

Coleen O’Neil; woven necktie 
seat bench, Cara Schreck; and 
geometric patterned crocheted 
afghan, Sarah Schanno.
  There’s still time to get in on 

the raffle for the Baltimore Al-
bum quilt hand-appliqued by 
Viola Greening. Tickets are on 
sale until Valentine’s Day, Feb. 
14, 2022, and can be purchased 
on our website at www.fletch-
erfarm.org.
  We are now adding new 

classes on our website as they 
are scheduled. There are cur-
rently spring and summer 
classes available for registra-
tion. You can select classes by 
season or by subject.
  You can register for classes, 

give a donation, buy a raffle 
ticket, or buy gift certificates, 
which make wonderful holiday 
gifts, at www.fletcherfarm.org.

Expeditionary School students 
learn silver fabrication

LUDLOW, Vt. – Seems like Christ-
mas has arrived in Ludlow Town 
Hall’s Heald Auditorium as three 
members of FOLA gathered in 
the auditorium to erect the an-
nual Christmas tree on the stage. 
Thanks to David Almond, Darlene 
Remy, and Kevin Kunst, the tree 
was decorated for the season. 
Why not visit the auditorium to see 
their final decorations!

PHOTO PROVIDED

Christmas 

in Heald 

Auditorium

CHESTER, Vt. – Whiting 
Library formally dedicated a 
reading room in memory of the 
late Suzy Forlie of Chester. Suzy 
was a longtime trustee of Whit-
ing Library and was the driving 
force behind the 2014 restora-
tion of this significant land-
mark building. Suzy’s devotion 
to the library and extensive 
knowledge of historic buildings 
led to Whiting Library being 
awarded a federal grant from 
USDA Rural Development 
for this project. Suzy was also 

instrumental in planting the 
beautiful gardens at the library 
as well as spending countless 
hours over many years working 
on their upkeep.
  Suzy made many contribu-

tions to her hometown as evi-
denced in the preservation and 
improvement of numerous his-
torical buildings in Chester. She 
was a founding member of the 
Chester Historic Preservation 
Committee and the Chester 
Beautification Committee, now 
known as Chester Townscape.
  Presenting a plaque dedicat-

ing the Suzy Forlie Memorial 
Reading Room to Whiting Li-
brary Director Deirdre Dorn 
were Kathy Pellett, Heather 
Chase, both members of the 
Suzy Forlie Memorial Commit-
tee, which worked to formal-
ize the reading room for Suzy. 
Committee members also in-
cluded David Lord and Cathy 
Hasbrouck, Library Trustees, 
and Rachel Root and Nancy 
Chute. A public dedication of 
the reading room and a recep-
tion will be held sometime in 
2022 when it becomes safe to 
hold indoor gatherings.
  In the background are the 

beautiful watercolor paintings 
of Jeanne Carbonetti, which 
are currently on display in the 
reading room. Please come by 
and enjoy this beautiful space 
and exceptional art exhibit this 
winter.

Suzy Forlie Memorial Reading 
Room at Whiting Library

@VermontJournal

Whiting Library Director Deirdre 
Dorn (center) and Kathy Pellett 
(left) and Heather Chase (right), 
of the Suzy Forlie Memorial 
Committee

PHOTO PROVIDED
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LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, Chester 
Historical Society 
president, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
knotz69@gmail.com

802-228-5774

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S
Providing discreet financial advice to our community for over 20 years

Specializing in 401k Plan Rollovers

If you are considering a job or career change 

call our team first for a free private consultation

Member FINRA/SIPC

Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

BLACK RIVER GOOD 

NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149

Hours: Monday-Friday, 

10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     

www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         

Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

In Chester, take Route 11 East 
for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto 
Green Mtn. Turnpike. We’re 
the first house on the left! Member VMSMA

The Perfect Gift! 

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily

802-875-5240

Calm Moments
Massage Studio
101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

802.228.7772
www.calmmomentsmassage.com

Irene Berry

Robin Nelson

Nancy Durgin

Tad Martin

Ask About Clear Aligners!
Dr. Christopher Fauver has a 3D Printer 

right in his office, giving you custom 
clear aligners quickly and conveniently, 

at an affordable price!

Make an 
appointment  
today to see 
if aligners 
are right 
for you!

No wires or brackets.
Easy to remove to eat, 

floss, and brush.

www.drchristopherfauver.com

802-885-3191
48 Main Street

Chester, VT
Like us on Facebook

WEATHERSFIELD, Vt. – 
Steve Aikenhead of Weathers-
field has recently compiled an-
other collection of local history, 
“Weathersfield Tales (More!): 
The Last Collection of the Se-
ries.”
  The book follows four other 

collections compiled and pub-
lished by Aikenhead and Sally 
Harris, Summer Hill Books. The 
latest edition comes 12 years af-
ter the fourth collection, which 
was titled “The End.”

  The stories collected include 
selections of the Weathersfield 
Historical Society Newslet-
ter as well as the Weathersfield 
Weekly and stories, memories, 
and accounts from residents of 
Weathersfield. In his letter to the 
reader at the beginning of the 
book, Aikenhead explains that 
while he’s omitted “a multitude 
of Weathersfield disasters,” he in-
cludes only the most interesting 
ones that haven’t been included 
in previous collections, and 

“Nevertheless, there are plenty 
of disasters in here, but I think 
there is enough humor to bal-
ance them.”
  He also warns that some stories 

may not be suitable for children.
  “Weathersfield Tales” is 

available for purchase at the 
Weathersfield Town Hall, 802-
674-2626, or Blair Books and 
More in Chester, 802-875-3400. 
For more information, contact 
Steve Aikenhead at 802-263-
5439.

Aikenhead’s new collection 
of Weathersfield stories

LUDLOW, Vt. – Help us make 
a child’s Christmas special this 
year. We are again a local drop-
off location in the Ludlow area. 
Help us fill the tree and truck 
with books, toys, clothing, and 
more this holiday season.
  There is no greater joy than a 

child receiving a gift on Christ-
mas Day. Drop off unwrapped 
items to us at Benson’s Chevro-

let Inc., 25 Pond St., in Ludlow, 
Vt.
  We will be collecting toys for 

children in need in our area 
until Dec. 23, 2021. Donated 
items can be children’s cloth-
ing, toys, books, bikes, games, 
and craft projects to name just 
a few. The toys collected are 
gifted to those in need dur-
ing the holidays. We sincerely 

appreciate your contribution. 
We are open Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
and Saturday, from 8 a.m. to 12 
p.m.
  If you have any questions, 

please contact Kim Lampert 
at 802-228-4000. We hope 
that you can help make a child 
smile this Christmas Day by 
donating a toy for a good cause.

Toys for Tots drop-off at 
Benson’s Chevrolet

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 
Southeastern Vermont Com-
munity Action is now recruiting 
volunteers to provide tax prepa-
ration services for the 2021 tax 
filing season through the Vol-
unteer Income Tax Assistance 
program. This program assists 
families to claim the tax credits 
and refunds available to them.
  Don’t know that much about 

taxes? Don’t worry – you’ll re-
ceive training from an instruc-
tor plus IRS online courses. We 
are looking for individuals who 
are willing and able to com-
mit at least three and up to as 
many hours as you want per 
week from December through 
April 15, 2022. Although prior 
tax preparation experience is 
not required, a desire to assist 
neighbors in need is essential. 
Various volunteer roles will be 
available to suit different skills 
and interests.
  If you’d like to help provide 

this free, essential service to 
community members most 
in need, or if you have ques-
tions about volunteering, please 
contact Leslie Wood, SEVCA’s 
VITA program coordinator, at 
lwood@sevca.org or 800-464-
9951.

  Additional information on 
SEVCA and the no-cost servic-
es and programs we provide to 

Windham and Windsor County 
residents is available on our 
website at www.sevca.org.

SEVCA is seeking income tax 
assistance volunteers

  For those who have 
dogs, or those who have 
had dogs, I write this 
article.
  Growing up, we al-

ways had dogs. My ear-
liest memory is a Great 
Dane named Baron. We 
kept a beagle or two for 
hunting. Jill, a mon-
grel, was the family pet. 
Later, my folks had Ger-
man shepherds.
  Dogs became part 

of the family. It was al-
ways emotional to put 
one down. I was talk-
ing with Lisa at Smitty’s 
recently. She had to put 
her dog down just be-
fore Thanksgiving. You 
know the emptiness.

  Spanky
  In the 1970s, now with my 

own family, we had Spanky. 
We lived in the brick house 
south of Chester on Route 
103. I noticed a stray dog 
hanging around. She was 
skittish and wouldn’t come 
to me when I called her al-
though you could tell she 
wanted to.
  After a couple days, hun-

ger forced her to come to me. 
Spanky, as we named her, 
was a spaniel mix. It didn’t 
take long for her to become 
part of the family. She was a 
wonderful dog.
  I’ve lived alone much of 

my adult life. Hillary and 
Beagle were my companions.

  Hillary
  Some will remember when 

Evelyn Cummings worked at 
the Springfield Humane So-
ciety.
  I went over one day to see 

what they might have for 
dogs. I love hounds but they 
have difficult traits. They are 
stubborn, tend to howl, their 
nose always to the ground, 
and they never come when 
you try to call them off a 
scent they have detected. 
However, they are very in-

case. This dog didn’t have one 
redeeming quality. We came 
home together.
  It took a lot of time and im-

patience, but Hillary was born. 
She was the size of a large 
beagle with short, stocky, shep-
herd-like legs. One day in the 
woods, we encountered a large 
raccoon. Hillary attacked. She 
killed that coon before I could 
get to her. Another time, up at 
the pond, she caught an otter 
out of the water with the same 
results.
  While she had the tempera-

ment of a beagle, she could 
be aggressive like a shepherd. 
Where I went, Hillary went. 
Hillary was the best dog I ever 
knew.
  When you live alone with 

a dog as I have, you become 
the dog’s everything. The day 
came when I had to put Hillary 
down. God, that was hard. This 
is why I mention Lisa.

  Beagle
  It was a couple years before I 

was ready to have another dog.
  Beagle was another rescue 

dog and a hound mix. We were 
unsure just what breed she 
was but probably foxhound or 
walker. She was a mellow girl – 
young, trim, with long legs. 

How she could run!
  Beagle was extremely in-

telligent. It’s fun to mess with 
a dog. There was a certain 
hand gesture I made. When 
I did, Beagle would lift her 
head up and “Barrooo, bar-
rooo” in her deep voice.
  Don Webster stopped by 

one day. I showed Don this 
trick. How he laughed.
  Well, I had to dig her grave 

too. I haven’t had a dog since. 
It’s just too hard on me. But 
if I see a dog in public I al-
ways say “Hello” and make 
of them, petting and talking 
to them.
  About the time they are 

licking my face, I say, “Did I 
ever tell you I hate dogs?”
  It’s not what you say but 

the tone of your voice that 
dogs identify with.
  Sometimes I ask, “Should I 

call the humane society and 
report the abuse?”
  Most owners get it and 

laugh, but every now and 
then I meet Mr. or Mrs. Too 
Serious. “You get away from 
my dog!” I wonder what 
their childhood was like.

  This week’s old saying: 
“A poor man keeps a dog. A 
very poor man keeps two.”

telligent and affectionate 
animals.
  I always look for a 

hound mix. Perhaps the 
hound traits have been 
watered down some by 
mix breeding.
  I told Evelyn I was look-

ing for a hound mix. We 
walked out through the 
kennel. One dog stood 
out. She was a shepherd 
and beagle mix. When I 
asked Evelyn about her, 
Evelyn said, “She doesn’t 
like men,” so I passed her 
by. No dog for me today.
  A few weeks later, I went 

back. Evelyn wasn’t there 
that day. Again, I saw this 
man-hating beagle mix. I 
asked to see her. The at-
tendant put her on a leash 
so I could walk her about.
  She was a hardheaded, 

high-strung, good-for-
nothing dog with tons of 
pent up energy, a real nut-

Local History: Man’s 
best friend

Beagle. Isn’t she beautiful?
PHOTO BY RON PATCH
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If you think you can’t afford service, think again. You 

could qualify for a discount on your service through a 

low-income telephone assistance program called Lifeline 

Assistance. Lifeline Assistance credits reduce monthly 

service charges.

Who’s Eligible?

If you have a household income that is at or below 135% 

of the Federal Poverty Guideline or if you participate in 

one of the following programs, you may be eligible to 

participate:

 • Medicaid

 • Food Stamps (Supplemental Nutrition  

  Assistance Program (SNAP))

 • Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

 • Federal Public Housing Assistance (FPHA)

 • Veteran’s Pension and Survivor’s Pension Benefits

To apply for Lifeline, you must apply to the Lifeline National 

Verifier at www.checklifeline.org. You may also print an 

application from that website. If you have questions about 

applying, to check eligibility or to request an application, 

visit www.checklifeline.org or call the National Verifier at 

1-800-234-9473.

Lifeline is a government assistance program. It is non-

transferable. Only eligible consumers may enroll in the 
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visit  https://tdstelecom.com/lifeline.html.
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Dear Editor,

  The Springfield Garden 
Club would like to thank the 
many who made their annu-
al fundraising event success-
ful. The club offers much 
gratitude to Jessica Martin, 
Springfield on the Move, the 
town of Springfield, Spring-
field Housing Authority, 
Heather Hartford of SRDC, 
the Congregational Church, 
as well as the many mem-
bers and spouses who went 
over the top to help make 
this year’s fundraiser a suc-
cess.
  In addition, the Garden 

Club would like to thank 
the following businesses 
and private donors, many 
of which gave overwhelm-
ing financial support: Steve 
Aikenhead, Anonymous, All 
Seasons Construction Corp., 
Bibens Ace Hardware, John 
and Corinne Bond, Bonny 
and Peter Andrews, Brian S. 

Spigel, DMD, Christopher A. 
Fauver, Community Bank of 
North America, John and Hol-
lie Conway, Darlene and Paul 
Larochelle, David King, Patri-
cia Graves, Image Tek MFG, 
Lawrence & Wheeler Inc., Pe-
ter MacGillivray, Geralyn and 
Richard Marasa, Margery Col-
lins and Joel Mumford, Patricia 
Martin, Walter Martone and 
Marc Kimball, Muse & Asso-
ciates, P&S Distributors, Paul 
and Eileen Kendall, Shirley 
Cooper, Springfield Housing 
Authority, Steve Green, Sun-
shine Acres, Tina’s Hallmark, 
Patricia Townsend, Vermont 
Timber Works, Lyle and Mar-
riet Wood, and Young’s Furni-
ture and Appliance.
  Merry Christmas to all, and 

very best wishes for a healthy 
year ahead.

Sincerely,
Springfield Garden Club

Dear Editor,

  I attended college in the late 
‘60s and early ‘70s. Many of my 
classmates smoked pot. I was 
quite happy with my own re-
ality and had no reason to use 
drugs to escape it, nor have I 
ever smoked or consumed any 
cannabis. Now that I am in my 
70s and aging, the prospect of 
developing chronic pain from 
an injury, cancer, arthritis, Par-
kinson’s, glaucoma, insomnia, 
anxiety, or a trauma and ex-
periencing PTSD are all pos-
sibilities. Situations for which 
I might want to consider relief 
with cannabis. A friend told me 
that when looking for a place 
to retire, two important factors 
would be a state that allowed 
the right to die and where can-
nabis was legal. We have both of 
those in Vermont.

  The use of cannabis has been 
around for thousands of years; 
although, it was just 50 years 
ago that the psychoactive prop-
erties of THC were identified. It 
wasn’t until the 1990s that there 
was a scientific understanding 
of the receptors in the body that 
respond to the two main com-
ponents of cannabis: THC and 
CBD. The receptors for THC 
are primarily located in the 
brain and peripheral nervous 
system and therefore affect 
not only the mind but also af-
fect movement, memory, pain, 
and smooth muscle. The other 
main chemical from the mari-
juana plant is CBD. It affects 
primarily the immune system 
and suppresses inflammation 
and does not have psychoactive 
effects.

  Thirty years ago, it was dis-
covered that the human body, 
along with other mammals, 
produce substances that are 
similar to cannabis that every-
one needs to produce in their 
own body to function properly. 
Some individuals who experi-
ence fibromyalgia, migraines, 
and irritable bowel syndrome 
do not produce enough of these 
substances. Much like individu-
als with diabetes need insulin, 
people with this deficiency ben-
efit from cannabis supplements.
  The THC in cannabis de-

creases activity in two of the 
main pain centers in the brain 
and can be used therapeutically 
to reduce pain, alleviate trau-
matic memories, and suppress 
posttraumatic nightmares and 
anxiety. Cannabis has also been 
shown to reduce eye pressure in 
people with glaucoma.
  Although I have never used 

cannabis, I support Ludlow 
opting in to allow the sale of 
cannabis in our town. There 
are desperate patients who, in 
their quest for relief from their 
symptoms, buy unsafe products 

on the street potentially laced 
with ketamine or other dan-
gerous drugs. If and when I 
develop a need for cannabis, 
I want to be able to purchase 
it locally from proprietors 
who are concerned about 
consumer safety and third-
party laboratory analysis of 
the products they are selling.
  The citizens of Ludlow de-

serve a cannabis store that 
can offer them safe products, 
knowledgeable advice, and 
accurate information con-
cerning appropriate choices: 
Sativa versus Indica and the 
correct strength to use. A 
store established in Ludlow 
by people who care about 
our community can educate 
their local patrons about 
medication interactions and 
reactions, modes of adminis-
tration, harm reduction, and 
the safe and efficacious use of 
cannabis.

Sincerely,
Linda Thomson, PhD, 

APRN
Ludlow, Vt.

From left, Therse Burton, Alicia Jenns, Barbara Riotte, and Glenna 
Richardson.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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First Congregational Church UCC, 77 Main St., Springfield
As the holiday nears, so does the Winter Solstice, marking 
the shortest period of daylight in the year. The darkness 
may emphasize feelings of sadness. To mark this time, First 
Congregational Church will be offering a special “Longest 
Night” service Sunday, Dec. 19 at 2 p.m. in our Fellowship 
room. For those who have suffered a personal loss, are dealing 
with loneliness, or just feel the need for a quiet break and relief 
from the rush and expectations of the season, please join us for 
an intimate hour of prayer, music, and acknowledgement of the 
pain which many people carry at this time, even as messages 
of celebration and joy surround us. All are welcome regardless 
of church background – or lack of it). For more information, call 
802-885-5728, email fccucc@vermontel.net, or go to www.
fccuccspfdvt.org.

CHESTER, Vt. – Muriel Ruth 
(Edwards) Briggs passed away 
Dec. 7, 2021. Muriel was born 
May 23, 1926 in Kingston, R.I. 
She was predeceased by her 
husband Herman Briggs; her 
parents John and Elsie (Raw-
linson) Edwards; her siblings 
Marion Craigon, Isabell Bell, 
Donald Edwards, Barbara Saw-
telle, and Evelyn Edwards; and 
a beautiful granddaughter, Su-
san Litchfield.
  Muriel grew up in Andover 

and was a longtime resident 
of Chester, Vt. She graduated 
from Chester High School in 
1942. She married her long-
time sweetheart, Herman, Aug. 
24, 1946. They shared 63 years 
and were a solid team that en-
tire time. She is survived by her 
three children: Eva Litchfield 
(Gale Kendal), Kevin (Nan-
cy), and Dennis (Bev). There 
are nine grandchildren and 
step-grandchildren, 13 great-
grandchildren and step-great-
grandchildren and five step-
great-great-grandchildren.
  Muriel was a storyteller. Of-

ten when traveling along a local 
highway, she would break into 
a story relating an event that 
occurred there many years ago. 
At family events, she would tell 
tales about her growing up on 
the family farms in Andover 
and on the Green Mountain 
Turnpike in Chester. She was 
a longtime member of the An-
dover Community Church. She 
would excitedly look forward 
to Sunday church service when 
she would relate a story to the 
young children attending the 
service. She lovingly referred 
to that congregation as her 
“Church Family.”
  Muriel was well known 

around Chester as she fre-
quently volunteered at the In-
formation Booth in town and 
assisted for many years during 
election time at the town of-
fices. She was also an officer in 
the Chester TOPS group.
  Muriel joined Hope Rebekah 

Lodge in Chester Sept. 12, 
1970. She advanced through 

the lodge chairs and joined the 
Rebekah Assembly of Vermont 
May 8, 1975. She served as Dis-
trict Deputy President in 1977-
78. She also served as Assembly 
Color Bearer, Assistant Outside 
Guardian and Inside Guardian 
before being elected Warden in 
1981. She served as President of 
the Rebekah Assembly of Ver-
mont in 1983-84. She served a 
second time as District Deputy 
President in 1988-89. In 1993 
Muriel was elected Treasurer 
of the Rebekah Assembly and 
served in that capacity until 
2010. She was then given the 
title Treasurer Emeritus.
  Muriel served Hope Rebekah 

Lodge as Noble Grand for many 
terms as well as several terms as 
Secretary.
  She was elected to the Board 

of Trustees of the Gill Odd 
Fellows Home in 1984. Mu-
riel served as Secretary of the 
Board in 1987 and was elected 
as the Chairman in 1988. She 
served in that position for 24 
years. She served as secretary 
of the Gill Terrace Retirement 
Apartments for 23 years.
  The family wishes to thank 

Andover Community Church 
and the Gill Odd Fellows 
Home. The members of the 
Andover Community Church 
provided many years of fel-
lowship, care, and assistance to 
both Muriel and Herman. The 
Gill Odd Fellows Home team 
of Theresa Southworth and her 
staff have provided outstand-
ing care and support for Muriel 
and her family during the past 
few years.
  In the near future we will an-

nounce a memorial gathering 
to celebrate Muriel’s life. In lieu 
of flowers, the family requests 
donations in Muriel’s memory 
be sent to the Andover Com-
munity Church, 928 Weston 
Rd., Andover, VT 05143, or 
The Gill Odd Fellows Home, 8 
Gill Terrace, Ludlow, VT 05149.
  In the meantime, in honor of 

Muriel, be with someone you 
love, give them a hug, and tell 
them it was from her.

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – James 
“Jim” Haas passed away Nov. 
30, 2021 at the Rutland hos-
pital with his sister Martha at 
his side, after a battle with lung 
cancer.
  Jim was born to Robert and 

Patricia Haas Aug. 14, 1961, 
and grew up in Westminster. 
He was happiest when work-
ing outdoors, could operate any 
machine, and was very proud 
of the fact that he could cut a 
tree so it landed exactly where 
he wanted it to go. There was 
very little he couldn’t do, even 
seeing a better way to do it. His 
biggest project in recent years 
was helping his sister Martha 
restore her 100-plus-year-old 
orchard. He enjoyed helping 
friends, neighbors, and family. 

His greatest achievement was 
kicking the drug habit.
  Hunting and fishing were fa-

vorite pastimes. From an early 
age he caught big strings of fish, 
and shot his first buck at age 14.
  He was predeceased by his 

father and is survived by his 
mother, sisters Jessie (and 
brother-in-law Michael Daley) 
and Martha, special cousin 
Marien Gage, best friend Rus-
sell McAllister, and beloved dog 
Cassie, as well as many aunts, 
uncles, cousins, and friends.
  Contributions in his name 

may be sent to the Windham 
County Humane Society, 916 
West River Rd., Brattleboro, 
VT 05301.
  A celebration of his life will 

be held at apple blossom time.

TOWNSHEND, Vt. – Edwin 
Donald Lawrence died Nov. 
16, 2021 at Grace Cottage Hos-
pital. He was born in Grafton 
Aug. 10, 1927, the son of Edwin 
“Mike” William Lawrence and 
Hazel “Hap” Thelma Prouty 
Lawrence.
  After graduating from Leland 

& Gray High School, he joined 
the Navy and saw active duty at 
the end of World War II on the 
U.S.S. Houston (CL-81), after 
which he attended Rutland Ju-
nior College and the University 
of Massachusetts, Amherst. He 
then worked for a time in the 
Merchant Marine.
  In 1953, Don married Sarah 

“Sally” Polhemus in New York, 
after which they settled in Graf-
ton, where he lived most of his 
life.
  His working life included a 

partnership with Lee Wilson in 
the tennis court construction 

business, selling business forms 
with Unified Data Products and 
Barrett Business Forms, and 
finally his passionate care of 
Grafton’s cemeteries.
  Don enjoyed trout fishing and 

deer hunting, and he coached 
Grafton Little League baseball 
in the Chester league in the ‘60s.
  He was predeceased by his 

wife Sally, brother Jesse, sister 
Damaris Harris, and his son 
Timothy.
  Survivors include his broth-

er David of Chester, son Scott 
and his wife Sharon of Grafton, 
grandson and his wife Andrew 
and BethAnn and their children 
Emma, Jesse, and Isaac of Essex 
Junction, and granddaughter 
and her husband Melanie and 
Adam Barton and their chil-
dren Tyler, Faith, Silas, and Da-
vid of Claremont, N.H.
  The funeral will be a private 

burial.

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – Car-
ol Ann McGinnis, 79, of Saxtons 
River, passed away Dec. 8, 2021 
at the Dartmouth Hitchcock 
Medical Center. Carol was born 
Sept. 28, 1942 in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, as the daughter of Leroy 
and Virginia (Weithe) Weber.
  Carol attended Seton High 

School and later went on to 
marry Frederick McGinnis, 
May 20, 1990. Carol worked 
for Sonnax for many years as 
an administrative employee 
specializing in purchasing. She 
a member at the Does and en-
joyed going out with friends. 
Bird watching, gardening, and 
kayaking were also among her 
favorite things to do.
  Carol is survived by her son 

Franz D. Meyerrose of Rocking-
ham, Vt.; daughters Gabrielle 
M. Holmes of Altus, Okla., Hei-
di K. Meyerrose of Kansas City, 
Mo.; stepsons Shaun, Christo-
pher, and Scott McGinnis; three 
brothers Rick Weber of Califor-

nia, Jerry Weber of Ohio, Chet 
Weber of Ohio, and one sister 
Linda Thompson of Ohio. Carol 
is also survived by many grand-
children Tristan, Laura, and Sar-
ah Hubner, Gwenevere Holmes, 
Hannah, Hayden and Omlie 
Meyerrose, Daud Ahmed; and 
nine great-grandchildren. Carol 
was predeceased by her hus-
band Frederick, brother Tom 
Weber, and her parents.
  As Carol was an avid reader, 

the family requests that in lieu 
of flowers, donations be made to 
the public library in her name.
  Calling hours will be held 

Thursday, Dec. 16, 2021, from 
5-7 p.m., at Fenton & Hen-
nessey Funeral Home, 55 West-
minster St., Bellows Falls, Vt. A 
funeral mass will be held Friday, 
Dec. 17, 2021 at 10 a.m. at the 
St. Charles Church in Bellows 
Falls, Vt., with a private burial 
to follow. Arrangements are be-
ing made at the Fenton & Hen-
nessey Funeral Home.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – After a 
long and courageous battle with 
Alzheimer’s disease, Nancy Bi-
gelow Sinclair died peacefully, 
early in the quiet snowy morn-
ing of Dec. 9, 2021, with her lov-
ing husband John by her side.
  Nancy was born May 14, 1942 

in Madison, N.J., daughter of 
William Kemp Bigelow Sr. and 
Dorothy A. Bigelow. Married 
Nov. 18, 1967, John and Nancy 
raised their three children and 
made their home in Springfield, 
Vt. for more than 50 years.
  Nancy graduated from Kent 

Place School, Skidmore College, 
and Keene State College. Nancy 
was a respected student leader, 
tirelessly caring teacher, and 
educational counselor.
  An avid walker, dedicated ten-

nis player, accomplished sailor 
and skier, Nancy also loved to 
dance. Nancy was a great lis-
tener and true champion of her 
husband, children, students, 
all good people, and places in 
need. Nancy exuded kindness, 
generosity, patience, and inner 
strength. In the face of her per-
nicious disease, Nancy’s indom-
itable spirit of love and connec-
tion never abandoned her nor 
her loved ones. Nancy never 
passed up an opportunity to 
give a good compliment, which 
none too often came in the form 
of a smiling wink.
  Nancy is survived by her hus-

band John Sinclair; daughter 
Molly and her husband Tom 
Bull of Ocean Park, Maine; son 
James of Castleton, Vt.; and son 
Peter, his wife Kate, and their 
children Mary and John of San 
Marino, Calif. Additional sur-
viving family members include 

Nancy’s sister Barbara, four 
nieces, and three nephews. Nan-
cy is predeceased by her parents 
and brother William Kemp Big-
elow Jr.
  Reverend Constance Moser is 

assisting the family with private 
funeral services. Conditions 
permitting, Rev. Moser will of-
ficiate Nancy’s memorial service 
May 14, 2022 at the Weathers-
field Center Church, with a cel-
ebration of life to follow.
  The family extends their grat-

itude to the nurses and staff at 
Cedar Hill and Bayada Hospice. 
Likewise, caregivers Suzanne 
Jansen and Susan Vogell have 
supported Nancy and her family 
through very difficult times.
  In lieu of flowers, please con-

sider a donation in Nancy’s 
name to the Springfield Garden 
Club, Springfield Humane Soci-
ety, Alzheimer’s Association, or 
Kurn Hattin Homes for Chil-
dren.
  Davis Memorial Chapel is as-

sisting the family with arrange-
ments.

Nancy Sinclair, 1942-2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Harry 
Stanley Smith Jr., “Stan,” 71, 
passed away Saturday, Nov. 27, 
2021, at Columbus LTAC in 
Newark, N.J., after a period of 
declining health. Stan was born 
April 12, 1950, to Harry S. Smith 
Sr. and Reta Smith in Spring-
field, Vt.
  Harry taught music at Green 

Mountain Union High School, 
Bellows Falls High School, 
Windsor School District, and St. 
Mary’s Holy Family School. Fol-
lowing the closure of the Holy 
Family School, he changed ca-
reers and became the “Fish Man” 
at Shaw’s. Stan was a longtime 
member of St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church and was the music and 
choir director for several years 
until he could no longer climb 
the stairs to the choir loft.
  Music was his passion; his 

great-grandfather taught him to 
play the violin and he played the 
tuba in the Springfield Junior 
and Senior High School band. 
He graduated from Springfield 
High School in 1968 and gradu-
ated from Keene State College 
in 1973 with a degree in mu-
sic. He absolutely loved march-
ing bands and Color Guard. In 
the late ‘70s and early ‘80s, the 
Green Mountain Marching 
Band and Color Guard were 
very impressive to see and hear. 
He was also instrumental in the 
Windsor High School Band and 
Color Guard, experiencing and 
enjoying success in several com-
petitions.

  Stan was a valued member 
of the Springfield Community 
Band and the Springfield Com-
munity Chorus for many years. 
Stan was also very active with 
the Springfield Community 
Players and the Weston Play-
house for several seasons.
  Donations in his memory can 

be made to Hungry for Music, 
2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
#384, Washington, D.C. 02006, 
or online at www.hungryfor-
music.org/make-a-dedication-
donation.
  Stan was predeceased by his 

parents and a half-sister Do-
reen Burnham. Stan is survived 
by his sister Lois “Louie” Smith 
and her wife Nancy Tusinski 
and several cousins, nieces, and 
nephews. There will be a burial 
of his ashes in the spring of 2022 
in Hillcrest Cemetery in Proc-
torsville.

Harry S. Smith Jr., 1950-2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED

W. TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 

Richard D. Wyman, 65, passed 
away at his home in West Town-
shend, Vt., Dec. 1, 2021. He was 
born Jan. 22, 1956, in Hartford, 
Conn., to William and Olive 
(Buckland) Wyman.
  Richard was self-employed in 

the logging industry for many 
years, and also worked in the 
construction industry, most re-
cently employed by Reggie Cyr 
in Londonderry, Vt. He was a 
skilled carpenter, having built 
his home in Andover, and later 
assisted in the construction of 
their home in West Townshend. 
He will always be remembered 
by family and friends for the 
kind and honest, hardworking 
man that he was and for his gen-
erous spirit, helping anyone in 
need.
  He is survived by his wife 

Theresa Wyman of West Town-
shend, Vt., his brothers Ron 
Wyman (Eve) of Fort Mill, S.C.; 
Nelson Eddy Wyman of Great 
Barrington, Mass.; Paul Wyman 
(Gail) of North Windham, Vt.; 
Ralph Wyman (Janice) of North 

Windham, Vt.; Larry Wyman 
(Susie) of Londonderry, Vt.; 
his sisters Nita Springer of Van 
Nuys, Calif.; Coralyn Farrar 
of Chester, Vt.; and Marilyn 
Wyman of West Granby, Conn.; 
and many nieces and nephews.
  Richard was predeceased by 

his parents, his sister Ginny 
Overson of Williston, N.D.; and 
a brother Gordon O. Wyman.
  No service is planned at this 

time.

Richard D. Wyman, 1956-2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Unitarian Universalist Church, 21 Fairground Rd., 
Springfield
Springfield Meetinghouse Online will host “Make Music in the 
Heart! A Solstice Celebration,” Sunday, Dec. 19 at 5 p.m. 
Join us for our annual solstice celebration with carols, stories, 
music, and more. We’re delighted that Robbin Ruffner, Religious 
Science Practitioner, will join us in this, the third part of our 
Howard Thurman Series. The virtual choir will perform, “The 
Work of Christmas” by Howard Thurman. Stay for a virtual high 
tea after the service. For more information, please visit www.
uuspringfieldvt.org/howard-thurman-medicine-for-these-times. 
Zoom link is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6130779853.

HOLIDAY SERVICES
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LEGAL NOTICES

VERMONT SUPERIOR COURT

WINDHAM UNIT    CIVIL DIVISION

     Docket Number 343-9-19 Wmcv

VERMONT HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY, 

Plaintiff 
v. 

JILLIAN N. TAYLOR and
DAVID J. TAYLOR

Defendants

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

By virtue of the Judgment and Decree of Foreclosure by Judicial Sale filed December 18, 2019, the 
Amended Judgment and Decree of Foreclosure by Judicial Sale filed August 5, 2021 (“Foreclosure 
Judgment”) and the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage granted by Jillian N. Taylor and 
David J. Taylor (“Mortgagors”) to Chittenden Trust Company, d/b/a Chittenden Bank dated July 18, 
2007 and recorded in Book 307, Pages 479-91 of the Town of Rockingham Land Records, of which 
mortgage Vermont Housing Finance Agency is the current holder pursuant to an Assignment of 
Mortgage dated July 26, 2007 and recorded in Book 338, Page 65 of the Town of Rockingham Land 
Records, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same, 
the undersigned will cause to be sold at public auction (“Sale”) at 11:00 AM on January 13, 2022, 

the lands and premises known as 797 Missing Link Road, Bellows Falls, Vermont (“Mortgaged 
Property”)  more particularly described as follows:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to David J. Taylor and Jillian N. Taylor, husband 
and wife, as tenants by the entirety, by Warranty Deed of Barry Tucker and Kathryn Tucker dated 
July 18, 2007 and of record in Book 307, Pages 475-476 of the Town of Rockingham Land Records.

Reference is made to a Quitclaim Deed from David Taylor to Jillian Taylor dated September 14, 2014 
and recorded at Book 365, Pages 198-200 of the Town of Rockingham Land Records

Being Parcel 1 on a plat entitled ‘Subdivision of Land for Barry Tucker, in Rockingham, Windham 
County, Vermont, prepared by Bruno Associates, Inc., PC, dated August 3, 2006, drawing no. 06075-
bo.dwg. Parcel 1being more particularly described as follows:

Beginning at concrete bound located on the southerly right of way limits of US Route 5, also known 
as Missing Link Road, said concrete bound marking the northeasterly corner of the within conveyed 
premises and the northwesterly corner of premises now or formerly of G. Everett and Beatrice L. 
Allen, Trustees; thence following along lands of said Allen South 02º 30’ 00’’ W a distance of 441.90 
feet, more or less, to an iron pin; said Iron pin marking the southeasterly corner of the within 
conveyed premises; thence along lands being retained by the within Grantors, Barry Oliver Tucker 
and Kathryn Jean Tucker, North 50º 33’ 40” West a distance of 260.88 feet, more or less, to a 5/8’’ 
capped rebar, said capped rebar marking the southwesterly corner of the within conveyed premises 
and the southeasterly corner of Parcel 2; thence along said Parcel 2 North 01º 26’ 00’’ West a distance 
of 292.85 feet, more or less, to a 5/8’’ capped rebar located on the southerly right of way limits of US 
Route 5, also known as Missing Link Road, said capped rebar marking the northwesterly corner of 
the within conveyed premises and the northeasterly corner of said Parcel 2; thence along a curve 
turning to the right along said US Route 5, also known as Missing Link Road, with an arc length of 
229.85 feet with a radius of 667.30 feet, with a chord bearing South 85º 44’ 10” East, with a chord 
length of 228.72 feet, to the point and place of beginning.

Being a portion of those lands and premises conveyed to Barry Oliver Tucker and Kathryn Jean 
Tucker by the Executor’s Deed of Barry J. Polidor, Executor of the Estate of Albertine A. Willard, 
dated May 12, 2006 and recorded in Book 299 at Pages 569-571 of the Rockingham Land Records.

This conveyance is subject to and with the benefit of any utility easements, spring rights, easements 
for ingress and egress, and rights incidental to each of the same as may appear of record, provided 
that this paragraph shall not reinstate any such encumbrances previously extinguished by the Mar-
ketable Record Title Act, Chapter 5, Subchapter 7, Title 27, Vermont Statutes Annotated.

Reference is hereby made to the above-mentioned instruments, the records thereof, the references 
therein made, and their respective records and references, in further aid of this description.

TERMS OF SALE: The Sale will be held at the Mortgaged Property. The Mortgaged Property will be 
sold “AS IS, WHERE IS, WITH ALL FAULTS, WITH NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES 
OF ANY KIND”, subject to easements, rights of way, covenants, permits, reservations and restric-
tions of record, superior liens, if any, encumbrances that are not extinguished by the sale, title defects, 
environmental hazards, unpaid real estate taxes (delinquent and current, including penalty and 
interest to the date of closing), and municipal liens, to the highest bidder. 

The successful bidder shall pay a deposit of at least $10,000 of the purchase price in cash or bank 
treasurer’s/cashier’s check at the time of Sale. The deposit must be increased to at least ten percent 
(10%) of the successful bid within 5 calendar days of the Sale. The balance of the purchase price 
shall be paid within fourteen days after entry of a confirmation order. The successful bidder will be 
required to sign a purchase and sale contract with NO CONTINGENCIES except confirmation of 
the sale by the court. Title will be transferred by Confirmation Order. The Sale may be postponed 
one or more times for a total time of up to thirty (30) days, by announcing the new sale date to those 
present at each adjournment or by posting notice at a conspicuous place at the location of the sale. 
Notice of the new sale date shall also be sent by first class mail, postage prepaid, to the Mortgagor at 
the Mortgagor’s last known address at least five days before the new sale date.   

 Other terms to be announced at the Sale or contact the Thomas Hirchak Company at 1-800-634-
7653 or www.thcauction.com

The Mortgagors or their executors, administrators and assigns may redeem the Mortgaged Property 
at any time prior to the Sale by paying the full amount due under the mortgage, including post-judg-
ment expenses and the costs and expenses of sale.

Dated at Cabot, Vermont, this 29th day of November, 2021.

     Vermont Housing Finance Agency

     By: Steckel Law Office
     By:/s/ Susan J. Steckel
     By: Susan J. Steckel, Esq.
     P. O. Box 247
     Marshfield, Vermont 05658-0247
     802-563-4400

School Bus Driver 

Green Mountain Unified School District has a position 
open for a Full Time Bus Driver starting immediately. 
Driving will be approximately 4 - 6 hours a day split 
between the morning and afternoon. This is a School Year 
Position. Requirements: CDL Class B with school bus and 
passenger endorsement, as well as current DOT Medical 
Card. Background Checks and a pre-employment drug 
test are required as well as being in a pool for random 
drug testing. EOE.

Job Type: Full-time                               Pay: $22.87 per hour 

Send Resumes to: Michael Ripley at michael.ripley@trsu.org

Substitute Teachers Needed

Our schools are:
Cavendish Town Elementary 

Chester-Andover Elementary

Green Mountain Union High School

Ludlow Elementary 

Mount Holly Elementary

For more information, please contact: 
Human Resources

Phone: (802)-875-6432
Email: allison.sexton@trsu.org

Assistant Town Clerk-Treasurer

Town of Weston

Immediate opening reporting to Town Clerk/Treasur-
er.  Seeking detail oriented, flexible and self-motivated 
individual with good communication skills, fluent with 
computer programs Word, Excel, email and ability to learn 
other specialized computer software.  Part-time, 4 days a 
week, 16 hours a week. 
Duties include recording land records, vital records, and 
voter registration; collecting payments; general inquiries 
from the community; preparation of the annual Town 
Report; processing various licenses.

Please send resume and references to Kim Seymour, 
Town Clerk, P.O. Box 98, Weston, VT  05161 
or by email to clerk@westonvt.org   
Town of Weston is an Equal Opportunity Employer

HOLIDAY
DEC. 15-18 –

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Area Parent 
Child Center invites you to 
schedule a magical visit 
from Santa’s Elves to the 
Springfield area from now 
until Dec. 18. Elves will 
deliver one a holiday gift 
bag, which includes mug, 
craft project, children’s 
book, stuffed animal, 
cocoa and sweet treat, 
activity book, and a letter 
from Santa. For details or 
to sign up now, visit www.
sapcc-vt.org.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfield Art Gym will 

host a Christmas Makers 
Market at 37 Main Street 
in the newly renovated 
Woolson Block, Thursdays 
and Fridays from 1-7 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. through 
Dec. 18. Items for sale 
include handpainted 
bottles, upcycled flannels, 
handmade jewelry, 
homemade baked goods, 
diamond art, crochet 
items, handmade baskets, 
custom signs, and more.

DEC. 17-18 –

CHESTER, Vt. – The Stone 
Village Art Guild and the 
First Universalist Parish in 
Chester are holding a fine 
art and craft sale Friday, 
Dec. 17, from 12-5 p.m., 
and Saturday, Dec. 18, 
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
at the First Universalist 
Parish, 211 North St. All 

items featured at this fine 
art and craft sale are the 
creative work of local 
artists. Everyone on your 
gift list needs a pair of 
Vermont Sweater Mittens 
made famous by our own 
Sen. Bernie Sanders. This 
one-stop shopping event 
will also include home 
baked holiday goodies 
and a Burton snowboard 
and goggles raffle.

DEC. 18 –

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
Chester Farmers’ Market 
will have an indoor 
farmers market, Saturday, 
Dec. 18, from 12-4 p.m., 
at 92 Route 11 in Chester. 
This will be a great 
opportunity to stock up on 
some items and check out 
some new vendors who 
will have local foods and 
goods for your holiday 

needs.

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – 
St. James Methodist 
Church, 570 Main St., 
Proctorsville, invites you to 
attend a Christmas concert 
featuring The Perennials, 
Saturday, Dec. 18 at 5 
p.m. The Perennials are a 
jazz quartet with featured 
vocals and dancing. 
Admission is free. 
Donations are welcomed. 
For more information, call 
802-455-6500.

DEC. 31 –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
New Year’s Eve celebration 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge featuring ‘80s rock 
band, 4 Play, Friday, 
Dec. 31, from 8 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m. Tickets 
available at the Social 
Quarters or call 802-
463-4054. Appetizers 
served all evening with 
a champagne toast and 
noisemakers included.

CALENDAR
SUNDAYS –

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Catamount Composite 
Squadron of the Civil 
Air Patrol has resumed 
meeting Sundays, 
from 3:30-5:30 p.m., 
at Hartness Airport in 
Springfield. The Civil Air 
Patrol is the auxiliary 
unit of the U.S. Air 
Force tasked with the 
mission of supporting 
America’s communities 
with emergency response, 
diverse aviation and 
ground services, youth 
development, and 
promotion of air, space, 
and cyber power. Cadets 
as young as 12 and senior 
members of any age make 
up this diverse group of 
volunteers.

MONDAYS –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Free Tobacco Quit class 
led by Sarah Doyle, 
Mondays from 6-7 p.m., 
at Parks Place, 44 School 
Street Ext., Bellows Falls. 
Dinner included. Call or 
text Sarah at 802-289-
0045 or email sdoyle@
springfieldmed.org.

TUESDAYS –

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Meals 
on Wheels serves a senior 
community lunch every 
Tuesday from 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at the meal 
site, which is located 
on the corner of Union 
and Southridge streets in 
Springfield. All-you-can-
eat buffet includes milk, 
coffee or tea, and dessert. 
Suggested donation. For 
more information, call 
802-885-5879.

WEDNESDAYS –

CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Wednesday from 
10-11 a.m. Classes 
will be held in the First 
Universalist Parish of 
Chester community room. 
Classes are free and open 
to all. Drop-in class, no 
registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara 
at bwquilter1778@gmail.
com.

CHESTER, Vt. – Knitting 
with Friends at Six Loose 
Ladies on the Chester 
Common, Wednesdays, 
from 10 a.m. to noon.

THURSDAYS –

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
Every Thursday afternoon, 
Upper Valley Land Trust 
holds community garden 
workdays at our Up on 
the Hill Conservation Area 
off of Richardson Road in 
Charlestown. The garden 
is run by the UVLT and all 
of the produce is donated 
to the Claremont Soup 
Kitchen and Food Pantry. 
No experience needed 
and all tools provided. 
Children welcome. An 
adult must accompany 
those under 15. Sign up to 
receive more information 
about scheduling and 
tasks at www.uvlt.org/
food-pantry-garden.

CHESTER, Vt. – Knit Knite 
at Six Loose Ladies on 
the Chester Common 
Thursdays, from 5-8 p.m. 
and via Zoom from 7-8 
p.m.

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Support group for parents 
of pregnancy and infant 
loss on the first Thursday 
of the month from 6-7 
p.m. at Springfield Area 
Parent Child Center, 6 
Main Street in North 
Springfield. For details 
or to register, email 
dominiquer@sapcc-vt.org 
or call 802-886-5242 ext. 
258.

FRIDAYS –

CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Friday from 
10-11 a.m. Classes 
will be held in the First 
Universalist Parish of 
Chester community room. 
Classes are free and open 
to all. Drop-in class, no 
registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara 
at bwquilter1778@gmail.
com.

DAILY –

REGION – If you want to 
drink that’s your business, 
but if you want to stop, 
that’s ours. Contact 
Alcoholics Anonymous at 
www.aavt.org or call your 
local hotline at 802-885-
8281 and join a meeting. 
You are not alone.

H H H H H H
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featured pet

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150for13Weeks•$250for26Weeks•$400for52Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Vermont State Craft Center

68 Main St., Springfield

Arts  Crafts  Gifts  Workshops

Holiday Hours  Wed. & Thur. 11-5,  Fri. 11-7,  Sat. 11-6

Jewelry, Paintings, Gifts for Babies & Children, Craft Kits, Scarves, 

Ornaments, Stocking Stuffers, Woodenware, Wish Book and Gift 

Certificates

Shop online at  www.galleryvault.org
(02/08/22 - TFN - 13)

SAGE JEWELRY AND GIFTS
78 The Common, On the Green

Chester, VT   802-875-7243

www.sagejewelryvt.com

Handcrafted jewelry made on site, full jewelry repair service. Locally 

crafted gifts, cards, and much more!
(03/08/22 - 13)

Bakery

CROWS BAKERY & OPERA HOUSE CAFE
Celebrating 22 years in business with yummy Pastries, Cakes, Pies, 

Breads, Cookies. Full Breakfast & Lunch. 73 Depot St. Proctorsville 802-

226-7007. crowsbakeryandcafe.com. Like us on Facebook. 
(05/31/22 - TFN - 26)

Builders/Contractors

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
802-376-3275  ~ “Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We offer a variety of sevices, ranging from handyman projects, through 

small restorations to full blown renovations. Our clients expect a great 

experience from start to finish. Our professionalism matched with pro-

ficiency, customer care, and quality hit that mark. We are fully insured 

and ready for your next project, big or small. 

Like us on FACEBOOK: Hammer for Hire LLC @nedmortensen2008
(06/14/22 - 52)

ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Booking for winter & spring 2022 projects. Also offer carpentry, kitchen & 

bathroom remodels, interior & exterior painting, window & door replace-

ments, window cleaning, vinyl siding washing, pressure washing, drywall 

repairs, and odd jobs. 802-226-7077 or 802-591-0019. Cavendish, Vt. 
(01/04/22 - 26)

STEBBINS SPECTACULAR PAINTING

CALL 87–STEBBINS
Interior specialists. Trusted by Stratton mountain resort, McDonald’s, and  

Dartmouth college. Winner, best of Monadnock. Mention “Shopper” for 

10% off winter interior work. Restrictions apply. 877-832-2467. 
(01/18/22 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-226-7977 

Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 10am-6pm. 
(08/16/22 - TFN - 52)

Masonry

DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including veneer, walls, 

patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 32 years experience. 

Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drc-

stonedesign.com. 
(03/08/22 - 13) 

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, steps, 

restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. Contact Gary 

Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@gmail.com.  
(09/20/22 - 52)

Okemo Valley TV

Watch on TV: Community Channel: Comcast 1076 & VTel 166

 Education / Gov’t Channel: Comcast 1086 / VTel 167

(TV Schedules available at okemovalley.tv/schedules & on cable TV program guide)

Watch Online: okemovalley.tv & youtube.com/okemovalleytv

“Gavel-to-Gavel” coverage of local meetings (playing daily on Ed. / 

Gov. channel)

(Meeting Playback Guide available at bottom of okemovallley.tv/schedule)

(02/15/22 - TFN - 13)

Scrap Metal Wanted
Call Chet for free removal of scrap metal. Also buying scrap cars. Call 

802-875-3788.
(03/22/22 - 13)

Professional Friendly Service
13 Clinton Street • Springfield, VT 05156
802-885-2500 • www.musevermont.com

Lori Muse, 
Broker/Owner

Carol Cole, 
REALTOR

For those looking for newer construction with modern-

ized features. This home offers a comfortable floor plan 
with spacious eat-in kitchen, bright livingroom with gas 
stove, walk in pantry/laundry with half bath all on the first 
floor. Second floor offers master bedroom with full bath, 
two more bedrooms and a 3/4 bath. Fullpoured concrete 
foundation offers usable basement area. Accessibly located 
with nice level yard on top of hill. $179,900

Homes like these are a rare find with big, spacious 

rooms, high ceilings and lots of details. The first floor of 
this home offers formal dining room, formal and informal 
living room (with woodstove) newer kitchen with walk-in 
pantry, laundry room, master suite with full bathroom, 
a large front/center hall. Upstairs offers a second master 
bedroom with bath, sitting room, additional bedrooms, 
bath and in-law kitchen for configuration as one pleases. 
Outside offers wrap around porches, attached garage, 
deck area and a large Barn. The grounds consisting of 1+/- 
acres is a delightful walk including gardens, fire pit, former 
water feature. Well cared for and worth a look! $399,000

Picture perfect. Major renovations from top to bottom, 

everything new in the living space including an open con-
cept living/dining/kitchen (kitchen with new appliances, 
butcher block counter top, farmers sink, sliders to the 
deck) and laundry/half bath on the first floor; three bed-
rooms (master bedroom with 3/4 bath and walk-in closet) 
and two baths on the second floor to a new furnace, well 
pump and hot water heater in the walk-out basement. 
Attached one car garage has oversized headroom. 3.4+/- 
acres with expansive side yard with long river frontage. 
Access to snowmobile trails across the street and close 
proximity to Grafton & Saxtons River. A must see. JUST 

REDUCED TO $289,900

GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282

NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

RARE OPPORTUNITY!

8 Unit Apt. Building, Carport & 

Extra Storage Space For Each Unit

Springfield, $699,000

6-10 Unit Commercial Building

Currently Occupied to 4 Businesses

Great Investment!

Weathersfield, $275,000

In Town Living with Country Views!

Walking Distance To Village

5.27+/-Acres

Chester, $100,000

Stately 5 Unit Sitting High On 

Hillside Overlooking Black River

Many Renovations

Springfield, $349,000

Cape w/Garage, Pole Barn, Small 

Cabin In Need of TLC 

On 10+/- Acres! 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Newfane, $245,000

Tremendous Business Opportunity

In Charming Village!

Restaurant, Bar & Guest Rooms

Newfane, $539,000

Unique Property 

w/ 2 Stunning Ponds!

3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, 9.95+/- Acres

Chester, $289,000

3 Acre Lot w/2 Car Garage

Awaits Your Building Design

Once Home to A 3 Bedroom Home

Rockingham, $75,000

Excellent Location!

10 Minutes To Okemo

Flat & Sunny 4.5+/- Acre Lot

Chester, $59,000

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com

39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

EDITOR NEEDED 

IMMEDIATELY!
The Vermont Journal & Shopper 

is seeking an editor to join our team

Duties include:
- Coordinate with writers to oversee articles
- Edit all content for the paper and website
- Schedule online news, obituaries, and more, 

and maintain all website content
- Send out weekly MailChimp email newsletters
- Work with funeral homes and families to 

publish and bill obituaries

Must be knowledgable of AP Style, Mac 
computer systems & programs, and WordPress

If interested, please contact 
ads@vermontjournal.com or 802-228-3600

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, 
Paper Money, Vintage Sports-
Postcards, Comics. See our 
displays at Chester Stone 
House Antiques. Open 7 Days. 
802-379-2353. House calls 
available. 

GUNS 
WANTED
REGION – Guns wanted. Hand-
guns, rifles, or shotguns. Top 
prices paid. Call Ray at 802-
775-2859 or 802-236-7213. 

HELP WANTED
HIRING!! The Little School in 
Weston is hiring. We are offer-
ing flexible schedules and full 

and part-time positions. Please 
email admin@littleschoolvt.org 
with your interest. Come join 
our amazing team! We look 
forward to hearing from you. 

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Dental 
office assistant. Our friendly, 
professional dental practice is 
seeking a dental assistant to 
join our team. We are willing 
to train the right person, experi-
ence helpful but not required. 
Offering 401(k), vacation, and 
dental. Please send resume to 
jenngraffa@hotmail.com or mail 
Dr. David Heydenreich, 192 
Rockingham St. Bellows Falls, 
VT 05101 

MISSING
MISSING TRUCK: 1997 Toyota 
Tacoma, access cab, blue, New 
Hampshire plate. Reward 
offered. Any information, call 
Lebanon Police at 603-448-
1212, or anonymous informa-
tion to Tip Line 603-448-CLUE 

or LebanonNH.gov/CLUE. 

SNOW 
REMOVAL
LUDLOW, Vt. – Snowplowing 
and sanding, Ludlow area, 
residential only. Reasonable 
rates. Contact SK Logging at 
802-384-0313. 

WANTED
ATTENTION SEWERS: Need a 
needle fitting, a Singer sewing 
machine, and a bobbin case 
holder fitting a Brother brand 
sewing machine. Call 802-975-
0899. 

  My name’s Zappa, 
and I’m a 6-year-
old neutered male 
German Shepherd. 
My previous home 
had to make a few 
adjustments so I 
find myself at Lucy 
Mackenzie. I was 
adopted briefly, 
but things didn’t 
work out as best as 
we had all hoped, 
so I have come 
back here again.
  Admittedly, I’m 
a little hesitant 
around new peo-
ple but warm up 
quickly. During my 
short stay here, 
I’ve learned how 
much I really do like be-
ing around people. I enjoy 
affection and love a good 
walk outside in the sun-
shine.
  I am currently taking a 
few medications, nothing 
major, and they’ve made 
such a difference in my life. 
Now that I’m feeling like 
my best self, my greatest 
hope is to find my forever 
home. So, if you have love 
in your heart for a deserv-
ing guy who is sure to keep 
a smile on your face and 
don’t mind keeping me on 
my path to health, please 
call today to learn more.

Lucy Mackenzie Humane 
Society
4832 Route 44
West Windsor, Vt.

802-484-5829
www.lucymac.org
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arts & entertainment

Join us for 

Complementary refreshments and
shop our specials.

Shop 120 & 122 Main Street, Located
in the Village of Ludlow.  

Knitting with Friends 
Wednesdays 10am-12pm

Knit Knite Thursdays 5-8pm
Virtual Zoom Thursdays 7-8pm

Odd Bobbins Spinners
Second Sunday each Month

Wed 10-4, Thurs 12-8,

Fri 12-4, Sat 10-4

www.SixLooseLadies.com  |  802-875-7373
287 Main St.  On The Green, Chester, VT

197 Elm Street  •  Chester, Vermont 05143
802.875.3295

Appointments Currently Required

HOURS:
Wednesday - Friday: 10:00 to 4:00 • Saturday: 9:00 to 12:00

Shop Early for the Holidays
Up to 20% Off 

All Framed Artworks
Offer Ends 01/15/22

Artworks By American Artists:
• Andrew Wyeth

• Eric Sloane

• Luigi Lucioni

• Frank McCarthy

• Robert Todd

• Gerald Lubeck

• and others!

gracecottage.org • Townshend, VT • 802-365-7357

Grace Cottage

Wishes You Happy Holidays!

Visit your Local Sugar House

Green Mountain Sugar House 
820 Route 100 North  |  Ludlow, VT

800-643-9338  |  www.gmsh.com  |  Like us on Facebook

Shop Local with BFDDA
Participating Businesses
Bellows Falls
Athens Pizza & Family Restaurant
Bellows Falls Opera House
Bellows Falls Pet Supply
Boccaccio’s - Cason’s Corner
Busy Bees Children’s Clothing & More
Canal Street Art Gallery
China Garden
Donovan’s  *food only
Falls Mane Salon
Famous Pizza
Flat Iron Cooperative
Good Buy Store SEVCA
Greater Falls Pharmacy
Halladay’s Flowers & Gifts
Home Christmas
James Plumbing Heating Oil Co
J&H Hardware/Sporting Goods
JoAnna’s Glamorama
Kokopelli’s LLC
Lisai’s Corner Deli
Lisai’s Market
Meticulous Motors
Moon Dog Cafe
Mountainside Tattoo & Piercing
Pizza Palace
River Artisans Cooperative
Sherwin Art Glass
Simone’s Styling Salon
Sonya’s Sassy Bling & Boutique
Tsuga Studios
Village Square Booksellers
Windham Antique Center
Works on Paper

Grafton
Grafton Inn & Phelps Barn
MKT Grafton

Rockingham
Joy Wah Restaurant
Leslie’s The Tavern at Rockingham
Smokin Bowls
The Vermont Country Store

Saxtons River
Saxtons River Market

Westminster
Allen Brothers Farm Market
Faith’s Toyota Ford  *Service Dept.
Westminster Fit Body Boot Camp

Non-Stamping Sponsors
Catamount Truck & Trailer Repair
Cota & Cota
Edward Jones - Bill Stevens
FACT TV
Fathers Restaurant
Gail Hynes Photography
Grace & Miss Mouse Soaps
Greater Falls Eye Care
Great Falls Regional Chamber
Halladay’s Harvest Barn
Harlow Farm & Winter Market
Hunter Studio
Jamaican Jewelz
Massucco & Stern PC
People’s United Bank
Wool Radio at 91.5

bellowsfallsvt.org
ournal

hopperLike us on Facebook!

Knight Tubs • 11 Main Street, Ludlow
802-228-2260 • knighttubs.com

Service

Chemicals

Repair

Hot Tub Sales

Maintenance

Relax!
Let Knight Tubs help you take care 

of your hot tub this ski season!
The highest quality maintenance & repair 

by factory trained technicians

Fischer Arts

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
In addition to welcom-
ing in a new year, the 
Edgar May Health and 
Recreation Center is cel-
ebrating our 15th anni-
versary with a free com-
munity swim for youth 
under the age of 14, Fri-
day, Dec. 31, from 12-5 
p.m., on the pool deck.
  The Southern Ver-

mont Health and Recre-
ation Center – renamed 
in honor of Edgar May 
in 2009 – first opened 
Dec. 31, 2006 with a 
Free Splash Day for 
Springfield children. As 
a founding member of the facil-
ity, Edgar May was passionate 
about providing recreational 
opportunities for children in 
the region. The free swim kicks 
off a series of special programs 
and promotions throughout 
2022 to celebrate 15 years of 
providing area residents of all 
ages with opportunities and re-
sources necessary to live an ac-

tive and healthy lifestyle.
  “We are so proud to have 

served the greater Springfield 
region for the last 15 years by 
providing opportunities for 
indoor health and recreation,” 
says Executive Director Chris-
tian Craig. “The support we 
have received from our local 
community has been amazing, 
and it’s only fitting to celebrate 

the way we 
started – with 
a free day for 
kids to splash 
and play in the 
pools.”
  Now in 2021, 

the Edgar May 
serves over 
1,200 members 
across 28 com-
munities with 
our three swim-
ming pools, 
fitness facil-
ity, full-service 
locker rooms, 
steam rooms, 
the group exer-

cise studio, and the 40-foot 
climbing tower. In addition 
to the 18,000-square-foot 
facility, the Edgar May offers 
programming for all ages in-
cluding swimming lessons, 
a youth swim team, group 
exercise classes, personal 
training, wellness program-
ming, and youth and family 
programs.
  Masks are required to en-

ter the building and may be 
removed while in the pool. 
Children under 10 must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
For more information on 
the free swim, call 802-885-
2568, email info@edgarmay.
org, or visit www.edgarmay.
org.

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 

Lovingly known as “pur-
veyors of dream pop since 
2015,” southern Vermont’s 
Luminous Crush will publi-
cally release its fifth collec-
tion of original music, titled 
“Incandescent,” Saturday, 
Dec. 18 at 6 p.m.
  The site of this long await-

ed album drop is to be the 
newly opened, independent 
record store, In the Moment 
Records, owned by Teresa 
and Sujay Patel, located at 
the Mountain Marketplace 
in Londonderry, Vt.
  The store was previously 

located on Main Street in 
Brattleboro, but the Pa-
tels had always dreamed of 
bringing this vinyl paradise 
to the local community 
scene where they live. They 
opened doors early this No-
vember. Now the dream is 
real – complete with dream 
pop.
  Ben Campbell and Lau-

ra Molinelli of Luminous 
Crush approached their 
friends about hosting the 
CD release party at the store 
and everyone got excited. 
After a year and a half of 
“virtual” experiences, the 
time seemed ripe to cele-
brate “Incandescent” in per-
son with a limited pressing 
of CD and digital download 

cards.
  Surrounded by friends and 

fans in a very local and physi-
cal space, In The Moment 
Records is the perfect venue. 
With its reputation as an es-
tablishment genuinely devoted 
to music, fans, and collectors 
of every genre will find sanc-
tuary.
  The event will take place 

in the store from 6-8 p.m. 
with Luminous Crush, also 
featuring Christian Heins on 
bass and Bill Conley on pedal 
steel and dobro, perform-
ing an acoustic set of original 
material selected from their 
albums. There will be give-
aways throughout the evening 
as well as the opportunity to 

take home a CD or download 
card with purchase from In the 
Moment Records. Friends and 
neighbors can make a night 
of it with fabulous food and 
drink available right next door 
at the New American Grill.
  Tracks from “Incandescent,” 

as well as those from their 
earlier release this year, have 
recently been featured on Ver-
mont Public Radio, WEQX, 
and WEXT with critical praise 
from Burlington area’s Seven 
Days magazine.
  For more on Luminous 

Crush, visit www.luminou-
scrush.com. Check out In the 
Moment Records at www.
facebook.com/inthemomen-
trecords.

Edgar May free swim for 
15th anniversary

Youth under 14 can enjoy a free swim Dec. 31.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Luminous Crush to release 
“Incandascent” album

Ben Campbell and Laura Molinelli of Luminous Crush to release “In-
candascent” album Dec. 18.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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holiday happenings

View full list of participating businesses:

www.okemo.evrealestate.com/blog

C H A L L E N G EC H A L L E N G E

ELVESELVES          MAIN STREETMAIN STREETON

· Particants may submit one entry per elf. 

· Find all 12 elves and receive 12 entries to win.

RULESR U L E S

1.
Capture a photo.

#elvesonmainstreet

okemo@evrealestate.com
or email:

3.
Submit by:

D E C E M B E R

20

S P Y  A N  E L F ?S P Y  A N  E L F ?
E n t e r  t o  w i n  a  g i f t !

via

Share it.

2.

Snacks, Presents, Meet Santa at 1:30,  and 

receive a new toy from Jolly ol’ Santa Claus

American Legion Post #37

42 Rockingham Street, Bellows Falls • 802-463-9700
CMDR, Don Stocker  //  Pub. Rel. Smokey Aumand

Chair, Mike Viveiros - Doug Roberts

Open to All Children of  the Community 12 & Younger

Saturday, December 18th

1:00 - 3:00 pm

Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Monday - Friday  ~  Excludes Holidays

FILET
MIGNON

8 OZ

$1600

HADDOCK
BROILED
OR FRIED

$1200

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

All Meals are Served with 

House Salad, Caesar Salad, 

or Veggie of the Day

Open 7 Days, 12 - Closing

Now Taking Reservations

CROWN POINT PUB

802-885-1010  •  cpccpub@gmail.com  •  155 Golf Course Rd.  Springfield, VT
Just 5 minutes from downtown Springfield on the Weathersfield Center Road

UPCOMING HOURS:

Wed, Dec. 15, from 4-9 pm 

  with Sing-O

Thur, Dec. 16, CLOSED for 

  Private Event

Fri, Dec. 17, from 4-9 pm

Sat, Dec. 18, CLOSED for 

  Private Event

Sun and Mon, CLOSED

Tue, Dec. 14, from 5-9 pm

We appreciate your understanding of our special 

hours, and we apologize for any inconvenience. 

Soups & Salads

Appetizers
Fried Cheese Curds

Crown Point Wings

Hole in 1 Nachos

Chicken Tenders

Paninis
Mulligan, Vermonter, Reuben, Birdie

Pub Grub
Cheeseburger

Chicken Cheddar Tomato Melt

Haddock Sandwich

BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwich

Steak & Cheese Grinder

Flatbreads, Quesadillas

Take GOOD BEER Home!

IPA
Sours

Rareities

Extensive
Wine

Selection

ORDER AHEAD OF TIME

SKIP THE LINE

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW
ABOUT NEW FEATURED

Available for Pickup!

BREWFEST BEVERAGE CO.

brewfestbeverage.com     802-228-4261

Main Street, Ludlow, VT

PRODUCTS

Route 12 in Walpole, NH

Like us on Facebook

CLOSED 
FOR THE 
SEASON 

THANK YOU 
FOR ALL OF 

YOUR SUPPORT!

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

On Friday, Dec. 17, from 
4-8 p.m., Canal Street Art 
Gallery is participating in 
Bellows Falls Downtown 
Development Alliance’s 
Not Just Men’s Night, a fes-
tive evening of local shop-
ping, dining, music, art, and 
more.
  All events are free and 

open to the public. At the art 
gallery, we will have warm 
refreshments and cookies. 
Stop by our heated tent for 
some window shopping or 
meet our “Art for All” sea-
sonal group show artists 
with Live Artist Talk at 6 
p.m., which will also stream 
on Facebook and our web-
site.
  The fourth annual “Art 

for All” showcases artwork 

from over 20 artists, includ-
ing CSAG’s represented art-
ists Spaulding Dunbar, Nancy 
Fitz-Rapalje, Kim Grall, Mar-
cie Maynard, Jeanne McMa-
han, Lisa McNealus, Charles 
Norris-Brown, MC Noyes, 
Phyllis Rosser, Melissa Rubin, 
Rodrica Tilley, and John van 
de Does; six returning artists 
Robert Burch, Susu Gadbois, 
Deedee Jones, Carla Liguori, 
Mark Ragonesse, and Chris 
Sherwin; and introducing Ev-
genia Blossom, Medora He-
bert, Caroline Ryan Morgan, 
and Sandy Pond.
  “Art for All” is on view 

through Jan. 15, 2022.
  This popular group show 

supports the gallery’s mission 
to represent and exhibit con-
temporary artists in all styles 
and mediums and to offer an 

open space where all creative 
voices may be heard. All the 
while keeping the purchase of 
original art attainable to all 
collectors while fostering the 
creative economy and commu-
nity development. This holi-
day season, CSAG is donating 
1% of profits to a fund for the 
maintenance of existing public 
art in Rockingham.
  Canal Street Art Gallery, 23 

Canal St., in Bellows Falls, is 
open Wednesday through Sat-
urday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information, go to 
www.canalstreetartgallery.
com, call Mike or Emmett at 
802-289-0104, or email artin-
fo@canalstreetartgallery.com.

Not Just Men’s Night, a 
festive evening

LUDLOW, Vt. – About 7,500 pres-
ents are wrapped and ready to be 
given away at Calcutta’s Christmas 
Party, Saturday, Dec. 18. The Cal-
cutta crew will be at the Cavendish 
Fire Station from 12-2 p.m., and 
Proctorsville Fire Station from 2-4 
p.m. with free gifts and cheer for lo-
cal children. They will then return to 
Calcutta’s to meet with Ludlow’s Fire 
Department and local children from 
4-6 p.m. Free buffet from 4-8 p.m. 
Everyone is invited. Free gift for all 
kids 16 and younger.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Gift giveaway at Calcutta’s 

LUDLOW, Vt. – The classical 
Christmas movie, “It’s a Won-
derful Life,” will be the featured 
Christmas film in the Ludlow 
Town Hall’s Heald Auditorium 
Saturday, Dec. 18 at 7 p.m.
  Frank Capra’s classic is a 

story that has withstood the 
test of time and brought tears 
and joy to people all over the 
globe. Starring Jimmy Stewart 
and Donna Reed, supported 
by Lionel Barrymore, Thomas 
Mitchell, and a host of great 
film stars, it is the tale of a 
small-town man who discov-
ers that his life has brought 
happiness to the people in the 
town – only after he believes 
he has failed.
  It is the kind of movie that 

needs no explanation. The 
years of its exposure has made 
it something that is part of our 
folklore. A man with the aid of 
his as yet “unwinged” angel is 
compelled to review his past 

after believing his only value is 
from his life insurance policy 
for his family.
  As with all FOLA movies, 

the event is free and open to 
everyone; donations are appre-

ciated. In keeping with the 
town policy on Covid-19, 
masks are required. For 
more information, call 802-
228-7239 or visit www.fola.
us.

“It’s A Wonderful Life” 
showing at Heald Auditorium
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sports

Hap
py

Hol
iday

s!

Full service company equipped to meet 

all your plumbing and heating needs

 

Oil • Propane • Diesel • Kerosene  

Wood/Pellet Stoves • Boilers

Bellows Falls, VT • 802-463-3166 • JamesFuels.com

Delivering the Gift of Warmth
this Holiday Season

New Construction / Timber Framing
Renovation / Architectural Design / Interior Design

WADSWORTHCOMPANY.COM

802.297.1600

bmw 

painters
      box 6, weston, vt

• commercial & residential

• paperhanging

• drywalls

• aerial truck

• free estimates

Ray Wilcox

802-875-3391

Cell 802-384-1933

• Since 1969 •

603-542-9800 x227  //  cell 802-738-8686
coach@fordofclaremont.com

Looking for a new vehicle?
CONTACT COACH!

KEVIN “COACH” TALLMAN

General Contracting 

 Construction 

Excavating

www.barrsbuilders.com

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

CHEEVER TIRE SERVICE
Locally Owned Tire Store

802-463-3320
Rt. 5 North, Bellows Falls, VT 

CLOSING AT NOON 

CHRISTMAS EVE, DEC. 24

CLOSED MONDAY, DEC. 27 

FOR THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY

CLOSING FOR THE WINTER ON 

FRIDAY, DEC. 31

Thank you for your patronage 

over the years!

REGION – Game schedules 
are subject to change. For more 
information about an indi-
vidual game or team, go to the 
schools’ athletic department 
websites. If you would like to 
submit sports news or pho-
tos from a recent game, please 
email editor@vermontjournal.
com.

THURSDAY, DEC. 16 –

Girls basketball –
Springfield at Brattleboro, 7 

p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC. 17 –

Boys basketball –
Fall Mountain at Mascenic, 

6:30 p.m.
Leland & Gray at Arlington, 7 

p.m.
Springfield at Rivendell Acad-

emy, 7 p.m.

Girls basketball –
Bellows Falls at Windsor, 7 

p.m.
Mascenic at Fall Mountain, 

6:30 p.m.

MONDAY, DEC. 20 –

Boys basketball –
Bellows Falls at Poultney, 7 

p.m.
Fall Mountain at Raymond, 

6:30 p.m.
Long Trail at Springfield, 7 

p.m.

Girls basketball –
Green Mountain at Long Trail, 

6 p.m.
Proctor at Leland & Gray, 7 

p.m.
Raymond at Fall Mountain, 

6:30 p.m

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 22 –

Boys basketball –
Leland & Gray at Poultney, 7 

p.m.
Long Trail at Bellows Falls, 7 

p.m.
Newport at Fall Mountain, 

6:30 p.m.
Otter Valley at Springfield, 7 

p.m.

Girls basketball –
Fall Mountain at Newport, 7 

p.m.

THURSDAY, DEC. 23 –

Boys basketball –
Green Mountain at Proctor, 7 

p.m.

Girls basketball –
Leland & Gray at Poultney, 7 

p.m.
Mill River at Bellows Falls, 7 

p.m.
White River Valley at Spring-

field, 6 p.m.

MONDAY, DEC. 27 –

Boys basketball –
Hartford at Bellows Falls, 7 

p.m.

TUESDAY, DEC. 28 –

Girls basketball –
Green Mountain at Hartford, 

7 p.m.
Woodstock at Leland & Gray, 

7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 29 –

Boys basketball –
Bellows Falls at Arlington, 7 

p.m.
Mount St. Joseph at Spring-

field, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, DEC. 30 –

Boys basketball –
Leland & Gray at West Rut-

land, 6 p.m.

Girls basketball –
Hartford at Bellows Falls, 7 

p.m.
Springfield at Green Moun-

tain, 7 p.m.

MONDAY, JAN. 3 –

Boys basketball –
Hillsboro-Deering at Fall 

Mountain, 6:30 p.m.

Girls basketball –
Fall Mountain at Hillsboro-

Deering, 5:30 p.m.
Green Mountain at White 

River Valley, 7 p.m.
Long Trail at Bellows Falls, 7 

p.m.
Springfield at Windsor, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, JAN. 4 –

Boys basketball –
Bellows Falls at Leland & 

Gray, 7 p.m.
Green Mountain at Spring-

field, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, JAN. 6 –

Girls basketball –
Bellows Falls at Leland & 

Gray, 7 p.m.
Green Mountain at Proctor, 7 

p.m.
Woodstock at Springfield, 7 

p.m.

FRIDAY, JAN. 7 –

Boys basketball –
Arlington at Leland & Gray, 7 

p.m.
Bellows Falls at White River 

Valley, 7 p.m.
Mill River at Green Mountain, 

7 p.m.
Springfield at Woodstock, 7 

p.m.
Winnisquam at Fall Moun-

tain, 6:30 p.m.

Girls basketball –
Fall Mountain at Winn-

isquam, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, JAN. 8 –

Girls basketball –
Leland & Gray at White River 

Valley, 1 p.m.

Winter sports upcoming schedule

Don’t miss the game!
STOCK PHOTO
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