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BY BILL LOCKWOOD

The Shopper

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – A 
year ago, Rockingham launched 
three citizen task forces eager to 
complete “actionable goals” by 
tackling areas of need identified 
by a process brought to town by 
the Vermont Council on Ru-
ral Development. In December 
of 2019 at the invitation of the 
Selectboard and Development 
Director Gary Fox, VCRD staff 
came to Bellows Falls and held 
three open community meet-
ings in a process they called 
“Let’s Take Action, Rocking-
ham.” Areas of need were iden-
tified as establishment of a 
youth center, redevelopment of 
Bellows Falls buildings, and the 
advancement of community en-
ergy, efficiency, and resiliency.
  Now, a year later, Fox says the 

launching last year coincided 

with the Covid-19 shut downs 
and caused some “stalls and set 
backs,” but now he feels “it is 
starting to come together.”
  The Youth Center Task Force 

was heavily dependent on in-
put from students. School shut 
down and the loss of in-person 
social interaction was a major 
disruption that put the project 
on the back burner for many 
involved. It is hard to imagine 
creating a safe gathering place 
when the pandemic wisdom 
is for them not to gather at all. 
Task force leader Hailee Co-
chran reports that they are now 
starting in earnest again.
  Laurel Green, leader of the 

Energy, Efficiency, and Resil-
iency group, reports gains on a 
number of fronts that include 
quite a few collaborations with 
both new and existing groups. 
They created the organization 
Sustainable Rockingham that 

formed five teams: Resilience, 
Renewable Energy, Gardens-
Composts-Swales, Weatheriza-
tion, and Transportation. Out 
of that has come Rockingham 
Help and Helpers that brought 
together local organizations 
in response to Covid to fill the 

gaps in community services. 
They are partnering with the 
Rockingham Library to present 
programs to foster resilience 
and revise the Multi Hazard 
Mitigation Plan. They are also 
collaborating with the Bel-
lows Falls Community Garden, 

Rockingham Energy Commit-
tee, and the MOOver – for-
merly The Current – for public 
transportation. Anyone wishing 
to help in these projects should 
contact laurel1planed@gmail.
com.
  Ray Massucco, who leads the 

Development of Bellows Falls 
Buildings Task Force, says they 
set out to fill a need for a cur-
rent roster of empty buildings 
to offer perspective developers. 
He says now they are partner-
ing with Fox’s efforts to create 
an incremental development 
alliance bringing a number of 
various kinds of partners such 
as government, grant funders, 
businesses, and nonprofits to-
gether to create a marketing 
analysis of what to target and its 
impact on development and in-
frastructure. Some grants have 
already been obtained. Fox says 
progress on all fronts is to be re-

ported to the Selectboard at the 
end of March.
  Fox says that VCRD staff 

are returning to set up a meet-
ing of all three task forces to 
see if they can collaborate on 
a single plan. He can envision 
perhaps a youth center in a for-
merly empty building that will 
be redeveloped in an environ-
mental friendly way. Fox sees 
that and other similar projects 
to be identified as fulfilling the 
primary purpose of the pro-
cess –  that being the creation 
of a corps of community people 
who will become ecocentric and 
knowledgeable in moving for-
ward. He has recorded multiple 
trainings from experts the coun-
cil provided. Contact Gary Fox 
through the Rockingham/Bel-
lows Falls Development Office 
for access to the trainings or for 
information on the various proj-
ects at development@rocbf.org.

Bellows Falls Rural Development visit, one year later

Three empty buildings identified for development on Rockingham 
Street in Bellows Falls.
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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
nearly two-year renovation of 
the Woolson Block building, 
a beautiful three-story brick 
building located on Main Street 
in downtown Springfield, is 
nearly complete. After recently 
completing the second and third 
floor residential spaces, which 
features 15 rental apartments, 
the remaining street-level com-
mercial space is nearly complet-
ed and ready to be utilized. The 
Youth In Transition Housing 
Program is also located in the 
below street level and garden 
terrace part of the building.
  The construction of the reno-

vation project, managed by co-
partners Springfield Housing 
Unlimited and Housing Ver-
mont, began in April of 2019 
as part of a $37 million “afford-
able apartments” development 
project throughout Vermont. 
The project was supported by 
federal low-income credits and 
Vermont Affordable Housing 
credits through the Vermont 
Housing Finance Agency.
  With the two floors of resi-

dential space completed in De-
cember 2020, the concentration 
has been on completing and 
making available the street level, 
5,000-plus square foot com-
mercial spaces. There are four 
commercial spaces available, 
including a 1,086-square-foot 

space, a 931-square-foot space, 
a 1,312-square-foot space, and a 
789-square-foot space.
  “All the commercial spaces are 

‘open concept’ with a factory-
style atmosphere, and have been 
historically renovated to be as 
close to the original 1904 build-
ing as possible,” Jessica Martin 
said in a recent interview. Mar-
tin is the executive director of 
Springfield on the Move and 
coordinator of leasing the com-
mercial spaces.
  “The pressed tin ceilings and 

wood floors have been reno-
vated, the store fronts have new 
energy efficient windows, and 
feature heating radiators that are 
separate from the commercial 
spaces’ forced air heating and 

cooling units. Additionally, se-
lect commercial spaces can also 
be connected to create greater 
square footage if needed.”
  There are significant “early 

bird” incentives available for se-
cured leases in 2021, and all four 
commercial spaces are ADA 
compliant. There is also ample 
free public parking located in 
the Park Street Factory Lot, 
which is a very short walk from 
the building.
  “Springfield on the Move/WB 

Main LLC are the master lease 
holders of all four commercial 
spaces,” Martin added.
  For more information, go to 

www.springfieldonthemove.net 
or email at springfieldonthe-
move@gmail.com.

Woolson Block commercial space 
renovations nearly complete

The Woolson Block commercial spaces are nearing completion.
PHOTO BY JESSICA MARTIN

REGION – Weathersfield 
School in Weathersfield, Vt. and 
The Children’s Place Preschool 
in Windsor, Vt. are the latest 
in Windsor County to achieve 
Gold-level status in the Vermont 
Department of Health’s 3-4-50 
campaign. The 3-4-50 program 
highlights how three behaviors, 
physical inactivity, poor diet, 
and tobacco use, lead to four 
chronic diseases, cancer, heart 
disease, and stroke, Type 2 dia-
betes, and lung disease, which 
result in more than 50% of the 
deaths in Vermont.
  The Windsor Early Child-

care Education Center achieved 
Gold-level status in 2020, join-
ing the town of Windsor and 
Trinity Free Evangelical Church 
who both achieved Gold-level 
status in 2019, along with Mt. 
Ascutney Hospital and Health 
Care Center, which has held 
Gold-level status since 2017. 
Achieving Gold-level status 
demonstrates that an institution 
has a genuine commitment to 
promoting health and wellness 
and reducing chronic disease.
  Jen Tucker of The Children’s 

Place Preschool stated, “We are 
very honored to receive this 

achievement. Our staff and chil-
dren have taken little steps to-
wards the big achievements.”
  JeanMarie Oakman, princi-

pal of the Weathersfield School, 
notes, “We are very honored to 
receive this status and are very 
proud of the staff and students 
for making healthy choices a 
way of life.”
  The 3-4-50 Program has three 

commitment levels – bronze, 
silver, and gold – based on the 
number and scale of the well-
ness measures implemented. 

In order to achieve Gold status, 
the Weathersfield School incor-
porated many healthy activities 
into its program, including, but 
not limited to: Let’s Get Active 
challenges; numerous water bot-
tle filling stations around school; 
participation in Way to Go, VT, 
to lower the carbon footprint 
by promoting walking or riding 
a bike; offer 30 minutes every 
day for recess, even during this 
pandemic and the abbreviated 
school day; and a strong rela-
tionship with Mt. Ascutney Pre-

vention Partnership and Rise 
VT Windsor County. “These 
groups supply us with grants 
and information on the dan-
gers on all types of tobacco 
use and grants to purchase 
extra recess equipment,” ex-
plains JeanMarie Oakman.
  The Children’s Place Pre-

school demonstrated how 
they are exceeding both in 
nutrition and physical activ-
ity standards with some ex-
amples including: a school 
garden project; introducing 
efforts around tobacco cessa-
tion curriculum for parents; 
create policies that support 
nutrition, physical activ-
ity, and quit tobacco support; 
eliminate sugary drinks and 
juices and offer water all day; 
create and maintain a chil-
dren’s vegetable garden as 
a teaching tool, and to sup-
ply vegetables for snacks and 
meals.
  To learn more about the 

3-4-50 program, contact Jack-
ie Lindamood, public health 
nutritionist at the Vermont 
Dept. of Health, at Jackie.
Lindamood@vermont.gov or 
802-289-0546.

Weathersfield School, Children’s Place 
Preschool achieve gold in Health Initiative

JeanMarie Oakman and BJ Esty 
of Weathersfield School.
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Jen Tucker of The Children’s 
Place Preschool.
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WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 

Kurn Hattin Homes’ maple 
sugaring season is officially 
underway under the instruc-
tion of Conor Fitzgerald, as-
sistant farm manager. Conor, 
with the help of sixth and 
seventh graders, spent the 
last few weeks tapping sev-
eral species of maple trees at 
Kurn Hattin. Buckets were 
mounted, sap levels checked, 
and when nearly full, they 
were taken to the science 
classroom for the boiling 
process.
  Boiling sap gives the stu-

dents the opportunity to 
observe and learn about 
the process of evaporation 
while using a refractometer 
to measure and compare the 
sugar levels in both the ini-
tial sap and the final prod-
uct of syrup. The students 
will be running experiments 
on which type of maple tree 
produces the most sap and 
has the most sugar content.
  In addition to the class-

room boiling process, Kurn 

Hattin Homes also utilizes 
its sugarhouse for producing 
larger quantities of syrup for 
campus use. The maple sugar-
ing season at Kurn Hattin will 
continue through March and, 
depending on weather con-
ditions, into April. Pancakes 
with homemade maple syrup? 
Those are enjoyed year-round!
  Follow their journey: www.

kurnhattin.org.

Kurn Hattin Homes’ 
maple sugaring season 
is underway

Kurn Hattin Homes children 
checking sap levels.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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EASY TO MAINTAIN Maintenance is minimal 

(usually only a few minutes a week), and is cleaner-

burning and easy to operate. 

EASY TO OPERATE The FireStar combustion 

controller keeps you informed of your furnaces 

performance and operation. You can see how it’s 

operating in real time on your smartphone or set up 

notifications. Watch a live demo at MyFireStar.com/

demo. 

BUILT TO LAST A LIFETIME The titanium-enhanced stainless 

steel firebox is virtually impervious to corrosion, withstands higher 

temperatures, and provides excellent heat transfer.

TOP PERFORMANCE The Titanium outdoor wood furnace is the 

most efficient outdoor wood furnace. It uses up to 60+% less wood.

New England Outdoor Furnace

877 John Stark Highway • Newport, NH

603-863-8818
neofnh.com

STEEL

STAINLESS

TITANIUM

myfirestar.com

Example:

$12,000 Furnace
$3120 TAX CREDIT*
With this example you will 

deduct $3120 from your 

2020 tax bill

26% 
TAX CREDIT

on your 

2020 Tax Return

Purchase a new Titanium Stainless

Central Boiler Wood Furnace 

and get a 

*Starting January 1, 2021 
take the new 25(D) Tax Credit for your purchase

Total bill includes Furnace, Installation, Materials, and Labor

For qualifying purchases and installations, complete on or before 12/31/2021

Buy Now and Save $540!
Prices will increase April 1, 2021

116 Main St.   Chester, VT 05143

Now Accepting

New Clients

802-875-9696

Professional Tax Services
• Individual

• Schedule C’s and E’s

• Corps and S Corps

• Partnerships

• Estates and Trusts

802-775-2552
131 Strongs Ave, Rutland, VT

The Emporium Tobacco 
& Gift Shop

Humidified Premium Cigars | Hand Blown Glass Pipes

Hookahs & Shisha | Roll Your Own Tobacco & Supplies

Bubblers & Water Pipes | Smoking Accessories

Vaporizers & Concentrates | E-Cigs & E-Pipes

Power Lift Chairs
Ultra Comfort

Furniture & Appliances
“Serving Customers since 1919”

Springfield Shopping Plaza

Springfield, VT 05156

802-885-4552 • FAX: 802-885-2303

www.youngsfurniturestore.com

ournal

hopperFind us on Facebook!

All furniture sales include sales tax during the month of March. 

Excludes all closeouts and appliances. Sale ends 03/31/2021. 

Ask about our FREE Six-Month Financing Interest-Free!

11,000 sq. ft. 

showroom
Many more specials 

throughout the store!

TAX REFUND SPECIAL
Storewide Sale!

Starting at $69900

Sizing Options for Every Body! Choose from 4 Sizes

Casual Style

Comfortable Lower Back Support

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Area Parent Child 
Center is pleased to announce its 
28th annual celebration of “The 
Week of the Young Child” dur-
ing the week of April 10-16.
  First established in 1971 and 

sponsored by the National As-
sociation for the Education of 
Young Children, The Week of 
the Young Child is an annual 
event that recognizes that the 
early childhood years (birth 
through age 8) lay the founda-
tion for children’s success in 
school and later life. It is a time 
to plan how we as citizens of a 
community, state, and nation 

will better meet the needs of all 
young children and their fami-

lies – to focus public attention 
on those needs and recognize 
the early childhood programs 
and services that meet those 
needs.
  Although 2020-2021 has 

been a challenging year for 
celebrations because of Cov-
id-19, the staff at the SAPCC, 
together with our sister agen-
cies across Vermont, invite 
you to join us and show 
support for our young chil-
dren, their parents, and our 
educators, in a unique show 
of “HANDS”! Our goal is to 
“Paint the Community” with 
handprints now through 
April 16 to honor and recog-
nize those who have worked 
so hard during this pandemic.
  Homemade handprints will 

contain messages of gratitude 
showing appreciation to all or 
tag special teachers, students, 
and others involved in educa-
tion to spread inspiration and 
a message of hope.
  Check out our Facebook 

page for more information or 
call us at 802-886-5242.

SAPCC announces “The 
Week of the Young Child”

Celebrate “The Week of the 
Young Child” with SAPCC.
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BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – It 
is a pleasure to announce that 
Ashleigh Clarke-Williams 
has been named the February 
Elks Student of the Month 
for Bellows Falls Union High 
School. Ashleigh, a senior, is 
the daughter of Tara Clarke of 
Bellows Falls.
  Ashleigh is a dedicated stu-

dent who works hard in her 
classes. She comes to school 
prepared, works hard to thor-
oughly complete assignments 
to meet expectations, and 
uses feedback to improve her 
skills. Always willing to par-
ticipate in class discussions, 
she offers insightful com- ments and asks good questions.

  Ashleigh arrives to school 
with a smile on her face and 
pep in her step that sets a posi-
tive tone in the classroom. She 
is friendly and courteous and a 
pleasure to work with.
  A quiet leader and good role 

model, Ashleigh gets involved 
in school and community ac-
tivities, and is always willing to 
help whenever she can. She has 
helped with class fundraisers, 
has volunteered at Girls on the 
Run events, Bingo, and others.
  Clearly deserving of this 

award, BFUHS and the Elks are 
honored to have Ashleigh repre-
sent us as the February Student 
of the Month.

BFUHS February Elks 
Student of the Month

Ashley Clarke-Williams.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Lizzy 
Parker of Springfield, Vt., 
was named to the Dean’s List 
at the University of Connect-
icut in Storrs, Conn. for the 
fall 2020 semester. To qualify, 
Dean’s List students were reg-
istered for at least 12 credits, 
received no grade below “C”, 

earned at least three times as 
many grade points as the num-
ber of calculable credits record-
ed by the registrar, and were in 
at least the upper quartile of 
their school or college.

WALPOLE, N.H. – Amanda 
Hodgkins of Walpole, N.H., 

was named to the Dean’s List 
at Wheaton College in Norton, 
Mass., for the fall 2020 semes-
ter. Dean’s List students have 
completed at least two graded 
courses in the Fall 2020 semes-
ter with an academic standing 
for a 3.50 GPA or higher for the 
semester.

Area students named to Dean’s List

“There is 
nothing you 

can do to 
embarrass me 
this year with 

Covid – no 
big parties, 

no going out 
to dinner, 
nothing!”

Happy 
50th 
Birthday, 
Geoffrey!

FROM JEAN ILLINGWORTH

WALPOLE, N.H. – The 
Cheshire County Conservation 
District is excited to announce 
the continuation of the Monad-

Monadnock Farm Share returns
nock Farm Share Program for 
its third year in 2021.
  The Farm Share Program 

provides limited-income Mo-

nadnock region residents with 
the opportunity to support their 
local CSA farmer and receive 
reliable high-quality produce on 
a regular basis all season long. 
To be eligible for this program 
your annual household income 
must not exceed $50,000 per 
year. Farmers raise funds to 
cover 25% of the program costs 
and 25% of costs is provided by 
the Cheshire Medical Center for 
Population Health through its 
Healthy Monadnock Initiative. 
The customer is responsible to 
pay 50%.
  Applications will be selected 

on a first come, first serve ba-
sis and funding is limited. The 
CCCD will accept applications 
until May 1, or until available 
shares have been awarded. More 
information and applications 
are available on the Conser-
vation District website www.
cheshireconservation.org/farm-
share or by calling 603-756-
2988 ext.4 or emailing info@
cheshireconservation.org.
  Participating farms include 

Abenaki Springs Farm, Foggy 
Hill Farm, Hillside Springs 
Farm, Hungry Bear Farm, Part-
ners’ Gardens, Picadilly Farm, 
Stonewall Farm, Sun Moon 
Farm, and Tracie’s Community 
Farm.
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LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, Chester 
Historical Society 
president, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
knotz69@gmail.com
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BLACK RIVER GOOD 

NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149

Hours: Monday-Friday, 

10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     

www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         

Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Monday - Friday  ~  Excludes Holidays

FILET
MIGNON

8 OZ

$1600

HADDOCK
BROILED
OR FRIED

$1200

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

Dine In or Take Out
Open 7 Days, from 12 - Closing

Reservations Only

We’re Sorry - No Salad Bar

All Meals are Served with House Salad, 

Caesar Salad, or Veggie of the Day

bmw 

painters
      box 6, weston, vt

• commercial & residential

• paperhanging

• drywalls

• aerial truck

• free estimates

Ray Wilcox

802-875-3391

Cell 802-384-1933

• Since 1969 •

1-888-922-1035

Solving hard water, iron, blue 

staining, radon and arsenic 

problems in the Central 

Vermont area since 1984

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
Rockingham Free Public Li-
brary is pleased to announce 
its first-ever Peeps Literary 
Diorama Contest. Young and 
old alike are invited to create 
dioramas made of the seasonal 
marshmallow candies shaped 
as birds and animals. Entries 
will be submitted virtually 
through social media or email, 
and voting will be conducted 
online.
  Participants can enter the 

contest by submitting photo-
graphs of their diorama, along 

with their name, diorama title, 
and age category to the library 
through Facebook Messenger 
at www.facebook.com/Rock-
inghamLibrary, or by email to 
youthservices@rockingham-
library.org. Submissions are 
being accepted from March 
19 through April 2. Several 
awards will be given includ-
ing Best Diorama for each 
age bracket, Best Title, The 
Peeple’s Choice, and more.
  To vote for the Peeple’s 

Choice award winner, the pub-
lic can visit the library’s Face-

book page, view the Peeps Lit-
erary Diorama Contest 2021 
photo album between April 
5-10, and “like” their favorite 
diorama. Alternately, voters 
can send the name of their 
favorite diorama to the above 
library email. Contest winners 
in all the categories will be an-
nounced April 12.
  For more information and 

complete rules, go to www.
rockinghamlibrary.org, email 
youthservices@rockinghamli-
brary.org, or call the library at 
802-463-4270.

Rockingham Library Peeps 
Literary Diorama Contest

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Settle into a comfortable chair 
with some popcorn or a fa-
vorite beverage and enjoy the 
dramatic reading of the book 
“Seedfolks” by Paul Fleis-
chman Wednesday, March 24 
at 7 p.m. over Rockingham Li-
brary’s Zoom platform.
  This book consists of 11 

intriguing monologues of 
neighbors from various cul-

tural backgrounds and of 
various ages who transform 
a vacant city lot into a flour-
ishing garden. Most of the 11 
readers for this piece are ex-
perienced actors. And some 
are enthusiastic gardeners. 
After the reading, information 
about the Bellows Falls Com-
munity Garden and how one 
can become a part of it will be 
shared.

  To receive an invitation to 
this Zoom discussion, email 
programming@rockingham-
library.org or call the library 
at 802-463-4270. Leave your 
phone number and email ad-
dress. For those who do not 
have a computer, there is an 
alternative method of joining 
Zoom through a phone call. 
Please note that there might 
be a phone charge for this.

Celebrating gardens with 
dramatic reading of “Seedfolks

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Thursday, March 25 at 6 p.m., 
join the Springfield Town Li-
brary for an online presentation 
of “Taking a Trip to Yellow-
stone Through Fiction.” Anne 
Perreault will be introducing 
her new book, “Whatever To-
morrow May Bring.”
  “He stands to lose the legacy 

his family has built. Unless a 
miracle happens. Clint Ander-
son carries around the weight 
of the world on his shoulders. 
Most men would have given 
up, run from their destiny. But 
Clint can’t. He is both mother 
and father to his six-year-old 
son, Ashton. Every time he 
looks at him, he sees the boy’s 
mother, who passed away when 
the child was born. Reality is 

different from fiction. Leah 
finds that she needs to make 
a choice that will alter her life. 
Will they accept whatever to-
morrow may bring?”
  Anne Perreault was born 

and raised in Germany. By the 
time she was 14 years old, her 
family moved to Dubai, UAE. 
She traveled extensively to 
various countries around the 
world. After graduating from 
an American boarding school 
in Austria, she attended col-
lege in England, where she met 
her husband. Anne, her hus-
band, and two of their grown 
children now reside in south-
ern Vermont where they are 
building their home. Besides 
writing, Anne enjoys reading 
and spending time with her 

husband, grown children, and 
grand-dogger.
Sign up is required at www.

eventbrite.com/e/taking-a-
trip-to-yellowstone-through-
fiction-tickets-136962718177. 
This event is free and open to 
the public. Contact Tracey at 
stlvtprograms@gmail.com or 
802-885-3108 with any ques-
tions.

Taking a trip to Yellowstone 
through fiction

@VermontJournal

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
Adults 21 and older are allowed 
under Vermont law to grow a 
maximum of two mature mari-
juana plants or four immature 
plants. Starting and growing 
marijuana indoors presents a 
unique set of challenges – even 
for those with green thumbs – 
and the volume of information 
available on the subject can be 
overwhelming.
  On Monday, March 22 at 

3 p.m., Fran Janik will detail 

the process from seed buying 
through harvest. As owner of 
My Kind of Jamaica LLC, Janik 
is a cannabis patient advocate 
and legalization and technical 
consultant. His other services 
include cannabis grow consulta-
tion.

  This Zoom presentation is 
being hosted by Neighborhood 
Connections. If you would like 
to attend, call 802-824-4343.
  Neighborhood Connections is 

a nonprofit social services agency 
serving the area mountain towns 
of South Central Vermont.

Legally grow your own cannabis

  Growing up on High Street 
in the 1950s and ’60s we had 
a party line. Party lines were 
the opposite of a private line. 
In our neighborhood, as I 
remember now, there were 
three households on our 
party line.
  Ted Spaulding, then liv-

ing on the Town Farm in 
Gassetts, told me there were 
10 houses on his party line. 
These houses were mainly 
along Route 10.
  I’ve tried to remember who 

was on our line. I know the 
Parkers and Alice Bliss were. 
I called Milan Cook to see if 
his family was on our line. 
No, they had a private line. 
Herbie Randall didn’t have 
a phone; he was too deaf. 
Blanche and Harry Glynn 
didn’t have a phone either. 
Milan told me Harry or 
Blanche used Cook’s phone 
if they needed to make a call. 
The Crockers had a private 
line. I don’t remember if the 
Pierces had a private line.
  How our party line worked 

as I remember: the phone 
would only ring in your 
home but anyone on your 
line could listen to your con-
versation at any time by sim-
ply picking up their receiver. 
Some busy bodies might pick 
up their phone just to see if 
they could hear who you 
were talking to and about 
what.
  Alice Bliss was a won-

derful and kind woman. If 
someone in town suffered 
a loss, Alice was the first to 
get in her old black car and 
drive around door-to-door 
collecting money that she 
would then give to the fam-
ily in despair, sometimes just 
25 cents at a time. Alice had 
been burned out years before 
and knew the hardship first-
hand. Alice talked to every-
one she visited as she went 
around town. Everyone in 
town knew Alice was a gos-
sip.
  I remember my mother on 

the phone one day when she 
heard the telltale click of the 
receiver. After a couple min-

utes, my mother said, “Alice, 
hang up.”
  Sometimes us kids would hear 

the click and wanted to have 
some fun. We would make up 
some exaggerated story know-
ing Alice was listening; and if 
we were convincing enough, 
Alice would be sure to repeat it. 
Alice was a good sport.
  I remember Chester’s ex-

change was Tremont and 
Springfield was Turner. A call 
from Chester to Springfield was 
a toll call. If you had to make a 
toll call, you waited until after 7 
p.m. when the rates were lower. 
Actually, Springfield was a toll 
call into the 1980s.
  Alice was crazy about Bingo. 

Every week, Alice played Bingo 
somewhere in the area, quite 
often at the Grange. I remem-
ber her telling my mother when 
she won big a couple times.

  Eggnog Hill
  Idlenot Dairy was a large 

dairy run by the Aldrich family 
in Springfield. They had small-
er refrigerated box trucks for 
home delivery. The milkman 
would stop at our house to see if 
my mother needed anything. If 
my mother needed anything, he 
would go out to the truck and 
get it for her.
  In his truck he had cases 

of milk, orange juice, cottage 
cheese, butter, and eggs. One 
summer day the milkman drove 
in our yard. My mother needed 
something so the milkman 
went out to the truck to get it.

  On the rear of the truck 
were two doors that closed 
together in the center. There 
was a handle to secure the 
doors closed. This summer 
day the milkman forgot to 
secure the doors. He backed 
out of our driveway to High 
Street. Here High Street is 
rather level, but as you go up 
to the Parkers or Cassistas 
the hill is very steep.
  In first gear he started up 

the hill. As he gained speed, 
he shifted into second gear. 
The sudden lurch of the 
truck caused the rear doors 
to open. When the doors 
opened, the contents of the 
truck emptied out in the 
street. Try to picture a truck-
load of orange juice, milk, 
and eggs along with cottage 
cheese all scrambled up in 
the street.
  I remember Billy Park-

er and me standing there 
laughing. It must have been 
embarrassing for the driver. 
The mess was cleaned up as 
best as could be. The mess 
was pushed to the side of the 
street. Animals must have 
had a feast that night.
  After this event we kids 

named the hill, Eggnog Hill. 
The driver kept his job, but I 
bet he had a lot of explaining 
to do.

  This week’s old saying: 
“Ancestors are a poor excuse 
for not amounting to a hill of 
beans.”

The party line

Alice Bliss in her kitchen on High Street.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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WESTON, Vt. – George Pat-
rick Carroll, 83, passed away 
unexpectedly Friday afternoon, 
Feb. 26, 2021 at his home in 
Weston, Vt. He was born July 
5, 1937 in Bronx, N.Y., the son 
of James and Lillian (Jorn) Car-
roll.
  George attended St. Nicholas 

of Tolentine High School and 
Pace University. He was em-
ployed as a sales representative 
with Oakite Chemicals in New 
Jersey and retired to Vermont 
in 1993 to be near The Weston 
Priory.
  George married Marianne 

Corbett June 24, 1967 at St. 
Agnes Cathedral in Rockville 
Center, N.Y. George’s family 
was his greatest joy. He was a 
beloved husband and father 
who embraced his Irish heri-
tage and loved his country. He 
was an avid Giant fan, golfer, 
and supported his children’s 
sporting events, competitions, 
and performances.
  He is survived by his wife 

Marianne; son Christian Car-
roll; daughters Patricia Car-
roll Algarin and her husband 
George and Erin Carroll Lynch 

and her husband Matthew; 
sisters Patricia Byrne and Lil-
lian Gerlich; and five precious 
grandchildren and numer-
ous beloved nieces and neph-
ews. He is predeceased by one 
brother James Carroll Jr. and by 
his foster son Jeffrey Sheehan.
  A celebration of life service 

will be held at a later date in 
Weston, Vt., and will be an-
nounced at that time. Davis 
Memorial Chapel in Spring-
field, Vt. is assisting with ar-
rangements.

George Patrick Carroll, 1937-2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED

ANDOVER, Vt. – Kenneth 
H. “Skip” Forbes Sr., 86, of An-
dover, Vt. passed away at the 
Jack Byrnes Center in Lebanon, 
N.H., March 2, 2021. He was 
born Aug. 17, 1934 at home in 
Andover, Vt., the son of Charles 
and Alice Forbes of Andover, 
Vt.
  He took great pride in the 

work he did as the town of An-
dover Road Commissioner for 
25 years, and his many years as 
a truck driver and heavy equip-
ment operator.
  Skip is preceded in death by 

his loving wife Doris Forbes, 
his parents Charles and Alice 
Forbes, brothers Francis and 
LeWayne Forbes, sisters Estelle 
Bentley and Thelma Holden, 
daughter Karen Forbes, and 
stepdaughter Jodi Adams.
  He is survived by his five 

children Keven Forbes, Jaynie 
Carleton, Kenneth Forbes 
Jr., Kimberly Fox, and Robin 
Thomaston. He is also survived 
by four stepchildren Donna 
Merrow, Ruthie Adams, Anne 
Finegan, Gary Adams, and by 
numerous grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.
  Skip had a love for life, his 

family, and community. He 
was a member of the Ando-
ver Mountaineer Snow Riders 
Club and loved the work he did 
along side his son Keven on the 
snowmobile trails in the area. 
He had a great mechanical abil-
ity.

  He was an outdoorsman 
who loved hunting and fish-
ing, motorcycling, snowmobil-
ing, camping, and mowing his 
grass. What made him the hap-
piest was dancing with his wife 
Doris, listening to “country and 
western” music, playing music 
with the “Andover Boys,” and 
spending time with his chil-
dren.
  Dad was very social. He loved 

talking with people and would 
tell you a good story if you 
wanted to listen. He was a good 
friend who would drop any-
thing to help anyone. Most of 
all, Skip was an amazing father 
who was the example his chil-
dren live their lives by today.
  Services will be announced 

and held at a later date. Davis 
Memorial Chapel is assisting 
with the arrangements.

Kenneth H. Forbes Sr., 1934-2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BURLINGTON, Vt. – Timo-
thy Joel Goodell, formerly of 
Springfield, Vt., passed away 
Feb. 23, 2021 at the UVM Med-
ical Center in Burlington, Vt. 
He was born Nov. 22, 1960 in 
Springfield, Vt., the son of Joel 
M. and Judith (Aiken) Goodell. 
He attended Springfield schools 
and Vergennes schools.
  He worked in the logging in-

dustry when he was younger, 
never wanting to work a job in-
side, as he loved being outdoors 
in nature. Tim enjoyed fishing 
and was an avid Nascar and Jeff 
Gordon fan. He enjoyed spend-
ing time with his friends and 
had many friends in the Burl-
ington area who looked out for 
each other.
  He is survived by his mother 

Judy Matulonis of Springfield; 
one son Kenneth Goodell of 
California; two brothers Chris-
topher Goodell and his wife Er-
ica of Charlottesville, Va., and 
Jeffery Goodell and his wife 
Annette of Ridgeland, S.C.; two 
sisters Terri-Lynn Stockman 
and husband Clyde of Chester, 
Vt., and Lourie Wark of Ridge-

land, S.C.; two granddaughters 
Kyeara and Kenzi Goodell; one 
niece Stacy Wark of Orange, 
Mass.; and one nephew Kyle 
Stockman of Santa Rosa, Calif.
  A graveside service will be 

held at the Williamsville Cem-
etery in Newfane, Vt. at a later 
date. Memorial contributions 
may be made to a food bank of 
one’s choice.
  Davis Memorial Chapel in 

Springfield, Vt. is assisting with 
arrangements.

Timothy J. Goodell, 1960-2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Ste-
ven J. Sysko Sr., of Springfield, 
Vt., was born May 3, 1924 and 
passed away at home at the age 
of 96, Feb. 13, 2021, after a short 
illness. He leaves behind his 
beloved wife to whom he was 
married for 68 years, Jeanne 
(Willette) Sysko, and four chil-
dren Victoria Blodgett and her 
husband Fred of Southbridge, 
Mass., Steven Sysko Jr. and his 
wife Christine of Philadelphia, 
Pa., Richard Sysko of Waitsfield, 
Vt., and Lorraine Cofran and 
her husband Jeffrey of Jeffer-
sonville, Vt., seven grandchil-
dren, 11 great-grandchildren, 
and two great-great-grandchil-
dren, plus several nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased 
by his brother Sygmund Sysko 
of Maine and his sister Blanche 
Reese of Bellows Falls.
  Steve was the son of Polish im-

migrants Zygmunt Szyszko and 
Wiktoria Koniecko and lived in 
Bellows Falls in his early years. 
After completing high school, 
he worked for a short time in the 
Moore and Thompson Paper 
Mill. He then joined the Army 
during World War II and was 
selected to become a member of 
a clandestine operation called 
the Office of Strategic Services, 
the forerunner of the CIA. It is 
believed he was one of only two 
native Vermonters to be chosen 
to be in this special branch.
  After much training as a med-

ic, parachutist, and in two other 
specialties, communications 
and demolition, he parachuted 
behind enemy lines in Japanese 
controlled Thailand. As a weap-
ons expert, Sysko instructed 
the Thais in the use of the 45 
Caliber pistol, 30-caliber car-
bine, Thompson sub-machine 
gun, and the highly explosive 
Composition “C.” This training, 
along with the efforts of other 
groups, was for the intended 
armed insurrection against the 
Japanese. However, the war 
ended making the uprising un-
necessary. While behind enemy 
lines, his camp was forced to 
flee more than once because the 
natives were being questioned 
about their existence, offering 
$25,000 for any information.
  Steve received the following 

medals for his military service: 
The Bronze Star from the USA, 
the Order of the White Elephant 
Fourth Class and the Santimala 
Peace medal from the King of 
Thailand Government, the Chi-
na War Memorial from the Re-
public of China, the Atlantic Pa-
cific Campaign with four stars 
and two arrows, the American 
Campaign, and the Good Con-
duct medal. Also, the OSS unit 
received the Presidential Cita-
tion medal.
  After the war, Steve decided 

to use the G.I. Bill and was ac-
cepted by the University of 
Vermont as a pre-med student. 
However, he was needed at 
home and went back to work at 
the paper mill until it was shut 
down and moved to Florida. He 
then went to work for the Fel-
lows Gear Shaper Company for 
10 years and became lead man 
in the stockroom. There was 
a big layoff there in 1970 so he 
chose to go full-time with St. 
Johnsbury Trucking Co. where 
he had been working for some 
time on Saturdays anyway. He 
retired from there at the age of 
66.
  After retirement, he could 

finally pursue his greatest 

pleasures, videography, fish-
ing – mostly for trout, which he 
shared with friends and neigh-
bors – and fishing through the 
ice.
  He was also very much the 

activist whether writing letters 
to the editors of local papers or 
being on the board or actively 
involved with several organi-
zations in town over the years. 
These included the Southeast-
ern Vermont Community Ac-
tion, the Springfield Housing 
Authority, Springfield Demo-
cratic Town Committee, Retired 
Seniors Volunteer program, 
Planning Commission, Habitat 
for Humanity. He was treasurer 
of the Local 218 Retirees and 
part of the Connecticut River 
Joint Commission, vice com-
mander of the Green Mt. Basha 
of C.B.I. He also belonged to the 
V.F.W., the American Legion, 
and was reelected for many 
years as a Justice of the Peace, 
serving on the Civil Board of 
Authority.
  Perhaps he gained his most 

satisfaction for efforts he put 
towards investigating the pos-
sibility of creating a Springfield 
public access TV. Towards this 
end, he went to Montpelier and 
found there was considerable 
money set aside for this. He re-
cruited some incredibly special 
technicians and others and so 
was born the Springfield Area 
Public Access TV, or SAPA TV. 
He was a board member on this 
until his death.
  He loved making videos to 

put on SAPA TV, including pic-
tures of the changing seasons 
and the Christmas and Hallow-
een decorations around town. 
In addition, he always took vid-
eos of the Alumni Parade and 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
memorial celebrations. He be-
longed to the Springfield Senior 
Center and took many videos at 
the center whenever there were 
any celebrations or talented 
people invited to demonstrate 
their abilities, which were also 
put on SAPA TV.
  Another one of the great-

est contributions he made to 
Springfield was his tireless ef-
forts in getting information out 
to Springfield voters to vote 
down the proposed removal of 
the Weathersfield Dam, Spring-
field’s only other possible source 
of town water. Therefore, he and 
others were successful in this 
endeavor not once, but twice!
  Steve had a long and fruit-

ful life and will be remembered 
by his family as a loving hus-
band and a father to be proud 
of. There will be a burial with 
a graveside ceremony service 
at the Vermont Veterans Cem-
etery in Randolph Center, Vt. 
and a memorial Mass said at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church at a fu-
ture date.
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Steven J. Sysko Sr., 1924-2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED



opinion
March 17, 2021 | 5AThe Vermont Journal/The Shopper

Simonton Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 

Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

Virtual Knit Knite 

Every Thursday from 7-8pm 

Via Zoom

Open:

Wednesday – Friday, 12-4

Saturday 10-4

www.SixLooseLadies.com

802-875-7373

287 Main St. 

On The Green, Chester, VT

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Subject to space. May be ed-
ited for clarity, grammatical errors, and libelous statements. 
Must be kept under 400 words. Must include name and town 
for publication. Viewpoints do not necessarily reflect the 
views of The Vermont Journal & The Shopper.

• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic Hammer for  
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Dear Editor,

  A sincere thank you to the 
voters of Weathersfield for 
visiting the polls and mail-
ing ballots in support of the 
Fiscal Year 2022 School Bud-
get. We are grateful for your 
commitment to invest in the 
future of our students!
  We would also like to thank 

the Budget Advisory Com-
mittee who thoroughly re-
viewed the budget and made 

budgetary reduction sugges-
tions in areas that would have 
the least negative impact on the 
education of our students. We 
appreciate your time and the 
thoughtful consideration that 
went into this process.

Respectfully,
Weathersfield School Board
AnneMarie Redmond, Chair-

person and WSESU Representa-

tive
Mark Yuengling, Vice Chair 

and WSESU Representative
Kristen Bruso, Clerk
Jacqui Antonivich, WSESU 

Bargaining Council Member
Jaimie Turner, WSESU Repre-

sentative
Dr. David Baker, Superinten-

dent, WSESU
JeanMarie K. Oakman, Prin-

cipal

Dear Editor,

  On behalf of the Springfield 
Supported Housing Program 
staff and board, we thank voters 
of Springfield and Rockingham 
for generously approving town 
funds to support our operations 
for 2021. Your dedication allows 
SSHP to continue providing ex-
ceptional case management for 
clients we serve in the commu-

nity who are experiencing home-
lessness, or potential homeless-
ness.
  Your investment and collabo-

ration not only increases housing 
stability, but improves the physi-
cal and social/emotional health 
of our clients and their children.
  Please visit us at our website, 

www.sshpvt.org, or on Facebook.

Thank you,
Lee Trapeni, executive direc-

tor
Tricia Pardee, president
Carla Kamel, vice president
Don Barcome, treasurer
Lindsay DeCell, secretary
Springfield Supported Hous-

ing Program

Dear Editor,

  Thanks to all who voted in 
the recent election. Having no 
idea what my chances were, I 
was happily surprised when 
Justice of the Peace Paul Obu-
chowski announced the results 
at the Masonic Temple. My fel-
low new Selectboard members 
Bonnie North, Elijah Zimmer, 
and I learned of our victories 
at 7:10 p.m. and were already at 
work in our first board meeting 
20 minutes later.
  With veteran Selectboard 

members Peter Golec and Sue 

Hammond as chair and vice 
chair respectively, it feels like we 
have a capable, thoughtful, and 
hardworking team in place. I’m 
also encouraged by my recent 
orientation meeting with Mu-
nicipal Manager Scott Pickup, 
Finance Director Shannon Bur-
bela, and Town Planner Chuck 
Wise who are all welcoming 
and helpful to this new Select-
board member as he learns the 
ropes.
  Know that I will work hard to 

fulfill my campaign promises, 

one of which was to be com-
pletely accessible to constitu-
ents. To that end, here’s my 
email address: rickcowan00@
gmail.com. Please don’t hesi-
tate to contact me with ques-
tions, concerns, or ideas. If 
you’d prefer a telephone con-
versation, please email me 
your phone number and a 
convenient time to call.

Sincerely,
Rick Cowan
Rockingham Selectboard

Dear Editor,

  In these trying times, we 
at Our Place Drop-in Center 
have so many to thank for 
helping us meet the needs of 
our neighbors.
  For conducting food drives 

or donating food, we thank 
Chroma Technology, the 
Bellows Falls Women’s Club, 
Bazin Brothers Trucking, the 
Saxtons River Village Market, 
Black River Produce, Shaw’s, 
Cota & Cota, and Lisai’s Mar-
ket.
  For donating funds, we 

are grateful for organizations 
like the Elks, the American 
Legion Post 37, the Wom-
en’s Fellowship of Christ’s 
Church, the Rolling Wheel 
Sams, the Bellows Falls Ro-
tary Club, and the Walpole 
Players, and banks like Mas-

coma, Claremont Savings, and 
People’s United.
  Additionally, many busi-

nesses, large and small, have 
been generous, including Silver 
Forest of Vermont, Baldasaro 
Enterprises, Applied Bolting, 
Sonnax, Bryant Chucking and 
Grinder, Whitney Blake, Crown 
Point Builders, Greater Falls In-
surance, the Vermont Country 
Store, Flatness Specialists, Ben-
son Woodworking, the Rock 
and Hammer, and Janitech.
  The members of these local 

churches have come forward 
with weekly contributions and 
fundraising events: Renewed 
Life in Jesus, First Congrega-
tional Church of Westminster, 
the Congregational Church of 
Westminster West, the First 
Baptist Church, Faith Chris-

tian Assembly of God, Christ’s 
Church, and St. Luke’s Episco-
pal.
  As a result of this help, we 

have been able to provide almost 
1,000 take-out breakfast and 
lunch meals a month, food pan-
try supplies to 82 families repre-
senting 208 people, and delivery 
to 34 homebound seniors.
  Above all, we are grateful for 

our staff, who have been there 
to keep Our Place serving those 
who are struggling with hun-
ger and isolation. Thank you, 
Amanda, Kim, Gary, Yesenia, 
and Lisa.

Sincerely,
Sarah Campbell, for the Board 

of Directors
Our Place Drop-In Center
Bellows Falls, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  I would like to refute Stuart 
Lindberg’s comments about the 
media and hate groups (The 
Shopper, Feb. 24, 2021). He 
claims the media perpetrates 
hysteria concerning the threat 
white nationalist and other hate 
groups pose to the country.
  I applaud the bravery of the 

media who exposed themselves 
to danger while recording the 
insurrection of Jan. 6 for pos-
terity. People in the U.S. and all 
over the world watched as the 
Capitol was breached for the 
first time in its history. We saw 
who was there, and yes we saw 
militia members, Proud Boys, 
Oath Keepers. They were there 
and they breached the Capitol.
  Lindberg distorts the impact 

hate groups have on our coun-
try by cherry picking numbers 
and not addressing impact. Yes, 
the membership in the KKK 
has gone down, but the over-
all number of hate groups has 
grown, with most of the newer 
ones being racist. Hate crimes 
have increased. The FBI has 
warned the biggest domestic 
threat to the U.S. is domestic ter-
rorism. Added to that is the im-
punity with which these groups 
operate. Trump gave them li-
cense to spew their doctrines 
of hatred. Lindberg’s comment 

about the “experts” saying 
there are only “…an estimated 
9,200 philosophically commit-
ted militant racists” in the U.S. 
gives me pause. I would like to 
see that source. Who are the 
experts, how did they measure 
“philosophically committed”? 
Lindberg does not mention the 
role of the internet in spread-
ing racist and anti-government 
hate messages. It took only one 
day for the Fox News lie about 
antifas and the insurrection to 
get mentioned 400,000 times. 
We also must consider the im-
pact on the lone wolves who 
absorb this online hatred then 
go out and act on it. Remember 
Dylann Roof who killed nine 
Black people in church after he 
prayed with them? Then there 
is the congressman, Rep. Paul 
Gosar (R-Ariz.) who gave a 
keynote address at a white su-
premacist event and retweets 
white supremacy ideology.
  Lindberg thinks there has 

been a massive paradigm 
change in how we view one 
another. That is a tough one to 
measure and difficult for me to 
believe in light of recent events. 
Three Black women in Ver-
mont have stepped down from 
leadership roles since 2018 
because of racist insults and 

threats (a Vermont Legisla-
tor, a Hartford Selectboard 
member, and a chair of a 
regional NAACP organiza-
tion). Voter suppression leg-
islation aimed at Black voters 
is proliferating at a stagger-
ing rate. “Twenty-eight states 
have introduced, prefiled, or 
carried over 106 restrictive 
bills this year…” (Source: 
www.thenation.com/article/
politics/republican-voter-
suppression)
  Lindberg also blames the 

media for making us think 
that anyone who has an op-
posing viewpoint is a Nazi, 
a bigot, or a racist. Remarks 
like that are meant to divide 
people and are an insult to 
intelligent people.
  Hate groups are hate 

groups, and they are a threat 
to our existence as a demo-
cratic nation. Like Lindberg, 
you can tell your friends you 
love them, but why not con-
sider contributing to groups 
that will fight against racism 
and hate groups. I suggest: 
Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter, ACLU, NAACP.

Sincerely,
Char Osterlund
Springfield, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  On Tuesday, Feb. 9, I 
headed to Ludlow from 
Mount Holly for a haircut 
and in the process my bat-
tery warning light came on, 
then the brake light and then 
my car slowly died. I made it 
just to the Ludlow side of the 
lights at Route 100 North. 
  First, a kind lady checked 

to make sure I was okay. 
I had called my husband 
and as he drove up so did 
our very dear friend, Eric 
Rossier, returning from the 
Cape in his hay truck – and 

Chief Billings as well! The 
chief called Benny’s Towing in 
Chester and my husband and 
I drove to Tony’s Auto Service 
Center to arrange things; he 
figured the problem was my 
alternator and said he’d take 
my car.
  When we returned to my 

little RAV4, Benny arrived, 
loaded my car, and hubby and 
I did a little grocery shop-
ping, including wine, which at 
that point we needed! When 
I called Tony the next day to 
give him my phone number, 

he said my car was all done! I 
couldn’t have asked for a bet-
ter experience. And to top it all 
off, my hairdresser Paula had 
a cancellation and I got in on 
Thursday!
  I love living in a rural area in 

such a wonderful, caring state. 
Vermont and her people are 
The Greatest! Thanks to all for 
making my breakdown a posi-
tive experience!

Sincerely,
Marilyn Roberts
Belmont, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  I’d like to share with our visi-
tors from out of the area, a little 
poem I copyrighted in 2010.

  Mudseason

Flatlanders don’t understand.
Spring follows winter they 

vow,
But they’re not so slick,
They’ll learn pretty quick,
That mudseason’s just about 

now!

Sincerely,
Falko A. Schilling
Saxtons River, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  With the recent regime 
change in Washington, 
D.C., the Democrats are 
in charge of the executive 
branch, the House, and the 
Senate. Quite rapidly, we are 
witnessing corporate Amer-
ica and Big Green Energy 
flooding social media and 
legacy news with advertise-
ments pushing the virtues 
of transitioning to battery-
operated transportation.
  The external costs of this 

Green New Deal are being 
largely ignored. The claims 
of cleaning up the environ-
ment and creating a more 
socially responsible society 
completely overshadow the 
downsides of this transition. 
There are unmeasured costs 
that exceed even the billions 
of taxpayer dollars being 
expropriated from every 
American citizen to fund 
this change.
  While the environmental 

devastation created by mining 
operations is a huge concern, 
even more egregious is the use 
of children, as young as 6 years 
old, being “employed” as min-
ers in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. The rate of pay for 
these children is anywhere be-
tween 75 cents and $2 a day. 
This is child slave labor.
  International Rights Ad-

vocates have filed a lawsuit 
against Apple, Google, Dell, 
Microsoft, and Tesla on behalf 
of 14 Congolese parents. Other 
defendants in the lawsuit in-
clude the Chinese firm Zheji-
ang Huayou Cobalt. (Source: 
www.theguardian.com/global-
development/2019/dec/16/
apple-and-google-named-in-
us-lawsuit-over-congolese-
child-cobalt-mining-deaths)
  Amnesty International has 

also been diligent in exposing 
and advocating for the chil-
dren and parents of the Congo. 

(Source: www.amnesty.org/
en/latest/news/2016/01/child-
labour-behind-smart-phone-
and-electric-car-batteries)
  Vermonters are known for 

being both environmentally 
and socially aware. Sadly, this 
awareness only goes so far as 
what is reported in the main-
stream media. I encourage ev-
eryone who reads this to dig 
a little deeper and learn the 
impacts of your own purchas-
ing decisions and how your tax 
dollars are being spent.
  As dirty as fossil fuels may 

be, I am certain that the au-
tomobile I drive is made by 
highly paid union workers and 
fueled by oil industry workers 
who are protected by hard-
earned labor and safety regula-
tions.

Sincerely,
Stuart Lindberg
Cavendish, Vt.Rendering of mudseason. 

PHOTO PROVIDED



www.drchristopherfauver.com

802-885-3191
48 Main Street

Chester, VT

Like us on Facebook

Visit Dr. Fauver
and Winston 
in Chester

Always Accepting 
New Clients!

JUST BREATHE OUT is 

available at: 

Village Square Books
32 the Square

Bellows Falls, VT 

The Book Nook
136 Main Street

Ludlow VT 

Call for free 10-minute 

consult with Betsy 

Thomason—Vermont-

based breathing coach, 

respiratory therapist, 

speaker, author.

More info at www.outbreathinstitute.com 

Ph: 551-265-7561

To manage anxiety, fear, pain, and stress,

USE YOUR OUTBREATH—NOT DRUGS.

136 MAIN STREET, LUDLOW, VERMONT        802-975-0844

JASPER FOREST
A portal to your peace of paradise

Gems & Minerals

Organic & Local CBD

Incense & Blessing Bundles

Natural Skincare

Herbs & Teas

Flower & Gem Essences

Essential Oils & Aromatherapy

Singing Bowls & Sound Healing

Reiki

Yoga

Magnified Healing

Integrative Nutrition

Crystal Alignment

Chakra Balancing

Hair Feathering

Holistic Health & Healing Sessions

Crystals & Local Artisans

book a private shopping experience or healing session

Did you know? Over 81,000 drug overdose deaths occurred in the 
United States in the 12 months ending in May 2020, the highest 
number of overdose deaths ever recorded in a 12-month period. In 
Vermont we lost 134 people, 89% due to the use of fentanyl.

Opioid use disorder, or opioid addiction, is a medical condition 
that can affect anyone. Some people begin taking prescription 
opioids to manage pain after a surgery or injury, and some people 
begin taking them to manage chronic pain. No matter what 
the circumstance is, prescription opioids can be addictive and 
dangerous, but recovery is possible.

Everyone can play a role and take action to help end the opioid 
overdose epidemic.

Reach out, if you think you or someone you know has a problem. 
Talk to family members, friends, or a health care professional.

Be supportive (not judgmental) if a loved one has a problem. 
Recognize that a substance use disorder is a medical condition, 
not a moral failing. Show support towards people in recovery. 
Acknowledge and celebrate their achievements. Encourage them 
to maintain their recovery program and supports

For more information please call The Black River Area 
Community Coalition 228-7878. 
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Health & Wellness
Physical฀•฀Nutritional฀•฀Spiritual฀•฀Emotional฀•฀Intellectual฀•฀Environmental฀•฀Social

Why Choose Montshire Pediatric Dentistry?
Because we are different! On purpose, and for a purpose. The 

experience your child has at the dentist influences them for a 

lifetime. We believe in working cooperatively with parents to provide 

a positive dental experience for your child. Our field is dentistry, but 

our focus is children. At Montshire Pediatric Dentistry, we work with 

you as a team to provide a holistic, wonderful experience for infants, 

toddlers, adolescents, and children with special needs. 

TWO LOCATIONS:
165 Winchester Street, Keene, NH 03431

603-354-3895

92 South Street, Claremont, NH 03743

603-543-0455

HOURS:
Monday - Thursday

8:00 am - 4:30 pm

Friday 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Closed on Weekends

Jonathan Norris, DDS Colin Boswell, DDS

MARCH IS 

WELLNESS MONTH!

LUDLOW, Vt. – Reiki can be 
translated to “Universal Life 
Force Energy.” This energy 
flows through all of us and can 
be accessed by everyone as it 
is compatible with all cultures, 
religions, ethnicities, belief sys-
tems, and backgrounds. Reiki is 
not a religion. It is an ancient, 
natural, and safe method of 
healing and empowerment that 
effectively promotes healing, 
peace, and balance on all lev-

els – physical, emotional, men-
tal, and spiritual.
  A holistic healing art for 

stress reduction, relaxation, 
and spiritual growth, Reiki is a 
method of amplifying our inner 
healing light, which is known 
as “ki.” Healthy “ki” nourishes 
the physical body and helps to 
balance mental and emotional 
energy.
  Reiki is beneficial for every 

known illness and imbalance 

and can be used in conjunction 
with all other medical or thera-
peutic techniques to relieve 
side effects and promote recov-
ery. Connecting with and de-
veloping a relationship with the 
Reiki universal life force energy 
can benefit all areas of your life, 
both personally and profession-
ally, by reducing anxiety and 
stress, balancing your chakras, 
healing trauma, strengthen-
ing your intuition, and helping 
you gain insights and clarity to 
discover and align with your 
divine life purpose.

  Join Jennifer Rose Esposito 
on Zoom for a Reiki II Virtual 
Certification Course Sunday, 
March 28, 2021, from 10 a.m.–
6 p.m. If you have received your 
first degree Reiki certifica-
tion and would like to deepen 
your relationship, expand your 
knowledge, and enhance the 
healing power of the universal 
life force energy of Reiki, visit 
www.jasperforest.com for more 
information and to register for 
this class. Reiki I is a required 
prerequisite for Reiki II.
  Reiki II introduces three an-

cient healing symbols that en-
hance your effectiveness as a 
Reiki practitioner and support 
healing and expansion in all ar-
eas of life, both for yourself and 
others. You will learn powerful 
channeling techniques such as 
scanning, beaming, and absent 
or distant Reiki to locate ener-
getic blockages and dramati-
cally increase the amount of 
Reiki energy flowing through 
yourself and the receiver. You 
will be exploring practical ap-
plications for using Reiki in 
your everyday life, including 
answering questions, finding 
misplaced items, an introduc-

tion to incorporating crystals, 
and aromatherapy into your 
Reiki sessions.
  Jennifer Rose Esposito is a 

certified Usui Holy Fire III and 
Karuna Reiki master teacher. 
She has been practicing and 
teaching Reiki for 12 years. Jen-
nifer is the owner of Jasper For-
est, a holistic wellness business 
with a storefront in Ludlow, Vt. 
For more information, email 
Jennifer at jasperforestvt@
gmail.com or go to www.jas-
perforest.com.

  Written by Jennifer Rose Es-
posito.

Learn Reiki to take an active role in your health and healing

Learn how reiki can aid your health and healing.
STOCK PHOTO
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classifiedsLEGAL NOTICES

ANSWERS TO TAKE A BREAK!

Hodgkins & Sons

NOW HIRING
Truck Driver Needed

Hodgkins & Sons, Inc. has an immediate opening 
for a full-time CDL Truck Driver  Class A preferred.   
Must be willing to do different phases of construc-
tion work and be a team player.  Hodgkins & Sons 
offers full benefits.

Call 802-463-4800 for an application or stop by our 
Walpole, NH office.

Whitney Blake is continually growing and 

looking for associates to join our team. 

Check us out!

We have a variety of 
opportunities including:

• Assembly Operator
• Extrusion Machine Operator

• Facilities & Equipment Manager
• Human Resources Generalist

• Manufacturing Buyer
To apply send resume to humanresources@wblake.com

9 Lovell Drive, Bellows Falls, VT  05101
https://wblake.com/company/careers/

All qualified applicants will receive consideration for 

employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, or national origin.

Chester-Andover Elementary School

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

Chester-Andover Elementary School has begun the 
process of registration for children who will be eligible for 
Kindergarten for the 2021/2022 school year.  Children must 
be 5 years old on or before
August 31, 2021.

Please contact the school office at 875-6832 or kim.leonard@
trsu.org to let us know your child will be attending.  

NOW HIRING
Laborer (full-time) 

Hodgkins & Sons, Inc. is looking for fulltime Laborer.  This 
is a year round position.  Must be dependable and a team 
player.

Hodgkins & Sons is an EOE and offers health insurance, 
retirement plan, uniforms, vacation and paid holidays, with 
a competitive salary.  To apply call our office at 802-463-
4800 or stop by at 485 Old Drewsville Road, Walpole, NH.

$125฀for฀13฀Weeks฀•฀$200฀for฀26฀Weeks฀•฀$350฀for฀52฀Weeks

•

art crafts gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Vermont State Craft Center, 68 Main St., Springfield, VT

Open Wed. & Sat. 11-5,  Fri. 11-7

Heart Beat. A Walk in the Forest, a show of works by Charles Norris-Brown

New Open Wall Show - Resilience  

Upcoming Classes -  Call for information or to register. 

4/10  - Painting Spectacular Flowers in Watercolor workshop with Robert 

O’Brien - register by 4/7

4/17  - Gem Trees workshop with Lyn Parker Haas - register by 4/14

5/15  - Braiding with Roving workshop with Sue Carey - register by 5/12

www.galleryvault.org for information on classes, sign up for classes, and 

to shop online. 

Curbside available      802-885-7111

galleryvault@vermontel.net
(05/11/21 - TFN - 13)

bakery
CROWS BAKERY & OPERA HOUSE CAFE
Celebrating 22 years in business with yummy Pastries, Cakes, Pies, 

Breads, Cookies. Full Breakfast & Lunch. 73 Depot St. Proctorsville 802-

226-7007. crowsbakeryandcafe.com. Like us on Facebook. 
(06/01/21 - TFN - 26)

builders/contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
802-376-3275  ~ “Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We offer a variety of sevices, ranging from handyman projects, through 

small restorations to full blown renovations. Our clients expect a great 

experience from start to finish. Our professionalism matched with pro-

ficiency, customer care, and quality hit that mark. We are fully insured 

and ready for your next project, big or small. 

Like us on FACEBOOK: Hammer for Hire LLC @nedmortensen2008
(06/15/21 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Framing, fin-

ish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood flooring, decks, 

roofing and siding. Fully insured and registered with the State of Vermont. 

Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 802-226-8125. 
(06/08/21 - TFN - 13)

campground
CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2021! REASONABLE RATES!

802-226-7767

Catonplacecamp@aol.com 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large Private 

Sites! (06/15/21 - 13)

chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-226-7977 

Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 10am-6pm. 
(08/17/21 - TFN - 52)

cleanouts 
A BARE CLEANING
Basements, attics, houses, barns. Household items and junk removed. 

Free estimates, insured. Call Reg at 802-376-4159. 
(06/08/21 - 13)

faith management
TEACHING FAITH MINISTRIES
Looking for more meaning in your life? Learn the basics of Christianity by 

checking-out our beginner series, A Change of Mind. Interested in the 

correct teaching of End Times prophecy? Then check-out our compre-

hensive The Last Days series. Go to the Ebooks section at www.teaching-

faith.com for those and many more e-books to help you stretch you mind, 

body, and soul. Everything at the site is freely available for your use!
(05/25/21 - 13)

forest management
NEW ENGLAND FORESTRY CONSULTANTS, INC. 
We offer a full range of forestry services from UVA management plans 

& timber sale administration to trail building & wildlife habitat improve-

ment. Contact Ryan C. Gumbart at rgumbart@cforesters.com. 
(05/18/21 - 13)

home improvement
ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Booking for winter needs. Also offer carpentry, kitchen & bathroom re-

models, interior & exterior painting, window & door replacements, win-

dow cleaning, vinyl siding washing, pressure washing, drywall repairs, 

and odd jobs. 802-226-7077 or 802-591-0019. Cavendish, Vt. 
(07/06/21 - 26)

masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including veneer, walls, 

patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 32 years experience. 

Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drc-

stonedesign.com. 
(06/08/21 - 13) 

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, steps, 

restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. Contact Gary 

Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@gmail.com.  
(09/07/21 - 52)

old tools wanted
$$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$$
Planes, axes, hatchets, Stanley Tools, chisels, tool chests, etc. One tool or 

entire shop. Nothing with a cord or a battery. Call 802-579-5891.
(06/15/21 - 26)

organic lawn & land care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN
Serving Chester, Vermont and surrounding towns - 802-289-1968

Now Accepting New Customers - Our commitment to fully organic lawn 

and garden care practices gives you peace of mind for all the kids, pets, 

nature, and other friends using your yard. Our Solar Powered equip-

ment is clean and quiet, so you can relax while we make your property 

beautiful.

We’re Different - Green Bee has earned an Organic Land Management 

Professional Accreditation and can tailor a customized plan for manag-

ing your property to meet your goals. Large or small, all properties will 

benefit from utilizing this approach.

We are fully insured, reliable, and priced right. Like us on Facebook and 

Reach Out Today to secure your spot! Phone, text, or email: 802-289-

1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com.
(07/13/21 - 26)

property management
JB PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Snow Plowing and Sanding, Property Management with fuel check 

options, and Lawn Care services. Pricing by occurrences or seasonal 

contracts. 

Contact us at 802-591-1673; jbpropertymgmtvt@gmail.com. Find us on 

facebook at Jbpropertymanagement.
(06/01/21 - 26)

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$125฀for฀13฀Weeks฀•฀$200฀for฀26฀Weeks฀•฀$350฀for฀52฀Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 25 cents for each word thereafter. 

•

BUILD YOUR 
HOME
New 3br, 2bath ranch, views of 
Chester Village. CALL NOW! You 
choose the options $289,900, 
or 3br cape $299,900, or 3br 
ADA compliant $279,900. 
Move in by Christmas or build to 
your plans. Broker owner 802-
291-5307. (04/13)

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, 
Paper Money, Vintage Sports-
Postcards, Comics. See our 
displays at Chester Stone 
House Antiques. Open 7 Days. 
802-379-2353. House calls 
available. (04/27)

FOR SALE
CHESTER, Vt. – Nordic Track 
Grand Tour Exercise Bikes. 
Identical Pair. Great condition. 
Needs good wifi connection. 
$399 each or best offer. Must 
be picked up in Chester. Not 
shippable. Call 904-806-3936. 
(04/06)

GUNS 
WANTED
REGION – Guns wanted. Hand-
guns, rifles, or shotguns. Top 
prices paid. Call Ray at 802-
775-2859 or 802-236-7213. 
(03/23)

HELP WANTED
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Natural 

Patches of Vermont, a natural 
health care product manu-
facturer, is seeking an Office 
Manager and Bookkeeper. 
Part-time, 24hrs/wk. Pay 
based on experience. Previous 
office administrative experience 
preferred. Send your resume to 
info@naturalpatchesofvermont.
com. (03/30)

Mason/Tenders wanted. Pay 
based on experience. Contact 
Moore Masonry at 802-824-
5710 or email moorema-
sonry802@gmail.com. (03/23)

WOOD 
BOILERS
Save up to 26% tax credit on 

your 2020 tax return with the 
purchase of a wood boiler. De-
duction price includes cost of the 
system and installation. Contact 
New England Outdoor Furnaces 
at 603-863-8818. (TFN)

WE’RE HIRING!
Multimedia Advertising 
Sales Representative
Candidate will work with local businesses via phone, email, 
and in person to expand their brand identity and support 
their future success using our print and online marketing 
platforms. The ideal candidate is organized, team-oriented, 
works well on a deadline, and has exceptional customer 
service skills. 

Duties & Skills Include:
- Effectively manage a geographic territory of active 
accounts while constantly seeking new clients
- Organize and translate customer marketing objectives, 
budgets, and timelines into effective advertising 
- Communicate clients marketing plans with ad designer 

Sales experience a plus, but we will consider 
well-qualified candidates and train them

Position includes base salary, 
commission, and mileage allowance

Email your Resume and Cover Letter to 
ads@vermontjournal.com

EOE

H H H H H H
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community LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2019 
and 2020 tax years remain, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described property in such Town, 
to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed 
to Duke Enterprises, Inc. by Warranty Deed of Edward J. 
Brown dated October 14, 1970 and recorded on October 
21, 1970 in Book 31 at Page 148 of the Londonderry Land 
Records. (Parcel #102023; 2242 North Main Street.) 

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. Section 5254, so much of such 
property will be sold at public auction at the Town of Lon-
donderry Office, a public place located at 100 Old School 
Street, S. Londonderry, Vermont, on the 22nd day of April 
2021, at 10:00 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such 
taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 11th day of March, 
2021.
Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2016, 
2018, 2019 and 2020 tax years remain, either in whole or 
in part, unpaid on the following described property in 
such Town, to wit: 

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed 
to Barton Coburn by Warranty Deed of Milton Thomas 
Coburn, dated May 30, 2017 and recorded on June 2, 2017 
in Book 79 at Pages 766-767 of the Londonderry Land 
Records. (Parcel #019009-502; 911 address: 61 Coburn=s 
Way.) 

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. Section 5254, so much of such 
property will be sold at public auction at the Town of Lon-
donderry Office, a public place located at 100 Old School 
Street, S. Londonderry, Vermont, on the 22nd day of April 
2021, at 10:00 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such 
taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 11th day of March, 
2021.
Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2018, 
2019 and 2020 tax years remain, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described property in such Town, 
to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
Peter Prizio by Warranty Deed of John J. Doran, Peter Prizio 
and Jack C. Lannon, dated March 30, 1987 and recorded on 
April 1, 1987 in Book 44 at Page 472 of the Londonderry 
Land Records.  (Parcel #009011-200; 911 address: Barker 
Road 4.59 +/- acres of land on the north side.) 

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. Section 5254, so much of such 
property will be sold at public auction at the Town of Lon-
donderry Office, a public place located at 100 Old School 
Street, S. Londonderry, Vermont, on the 22nd day of April 
2021, at 10:00 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such 
taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 11th day of March, 
2021.
Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2018, 
2019 and 2020 tax years remain, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described property in such Town, 
to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed 
to Peter Prizio by Warranty Deed of John J. Doran, Peter 
Prizio and Jack C. Lannon, dated March 30, 1987 and 
recorded on April 1, 1987 in Book 44 at Pages 476-479 of 
the Londonderry Land Records.  (Parcel #009011-300; 911 
address: Barker Road 4.92 +/- acres of land) 

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. Section 5254, so much of such 
property will be sold at public auction at the Town of Lon-
donderry Office, a public place located at 100 Old School 
Street, S. Londonderry, Vermont, on the 22nd day of April 
2021, at 10:00 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such 
taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 11th day of March, 
2021.
Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2018, 
2019 and 2020 tax years remain, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described property in such Town, 
to wit:      
 
It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
Ridge Resort Holdings, LLC by Warranty Deed of Magic 
Carpet Properties, Inc. dated August 17, 2005 and record-
ed on September 13, 2005 in Book 62 at Pages 356-358 
of the Londonderry Land Records. (Parcel #070004-200; 
E911 address: 20.12 +/- acres of land at Magic Mountain) 

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. Section 5254, so much of such 
property will be sold at public auction at the Town of Lon-
donderry Office, a public place located at 100 Old School 
Street, S. Londonderry, Vermont, on the 22nd  day of April 
2021, at 10:00 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such 
taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 11th day of March, 
2021.
Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2019 
and 2020 tax years remain, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described property in such Town, 
to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
Margaret M. Pendry and James M. Pendry by Quitclaim 
Deed of Margaret M. Pendry dated December 28, 2006 
and recorded on December 28, 2006 in Book 63 at Page 
284 of the Londonderry Land Records. (Parcel #018035; 
911 address: 220 Boynton Road.) 

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. Section 5254, so much of such 
property will be sold at public auction at the Town of Lon-
donderry Office, a public place located at 100 Old School 
Street, S. Londonderry, Vermont, on the 22nd day of April 
2021, at 10:00 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such 
taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 11th day of March, 
2021.
Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2019 
and 2020 tax years remain, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described property in such Town, 
to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
RJC, LLC by Warranty Deed of Angelo Scarnati, Jr. and 
Elizabeth M. Scarnati, dated November 20, 2014 and re-
corded on December 3, 2014 in Book 73 at Pages 727-729 
of the Londonderry Land Records. (Parcel #004004; E911 
address: 208 Magic Circle; Lot 4)  

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. Section 5254, so much of such 
property will be sold at public auction at the Town of Lon-
donderry Office, a public place located at 100 Old School 
Street, S. Londonderry, Vermont, on the 22nd day of April 
2021, at 10:00 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such 
taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 11th day of March, 
2021.
Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2019 
and 2020 tax years remain, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described property in such Town, 
to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
John J. Stapinski, Ronald B. Sancho, Mario Sorbara and 
Patsy Sorbara by Warranty Deed of Alice F. Paige, dated 
March 9, 1982 and recorded on in Book 40 at Page 464 of 
the Londonderry Land Records.  (Parcel #004055; E911 
address:  Lots 55 & 77, Magic Circle, Magic Mountain) 

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. ‘5254, so much of such property 
will be sold at public auction at the Town of Londonderry 
Office, a public place located at 100 Old School Street, S. 
Londonderry, Vermont, on the 22nd  day of April 2021, 
at 10:00 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes 
with costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 11th day of March, 
2021.
Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes 

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2019 
and 2020 tax years remain, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described property in such Town, 
to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
Shaun G. Zaro and Kelly Ann Zaro by Warranty Deed of 
Roy C. Zaro, dated October 18, 1990 and recorded in Book 
48 at Page 252 of the Londonderry Land Records.  (Parcel 
#019001; Approximately 1.1 +/- acres of land on west side 
of Lowell Lake Road.) 

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. ‘5254, so much of such property 
will be sold at public auction at the Town of Londonderry 
Office, a public place located at 100 Old School Street, S. 
Londonderry, Vermont, on the 22nd day of April 2021, 
at 10:00 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes 
with costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 11th day of March, 
2021.
Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and 
mortgagees of property in the Town of Londonderry, in 
the County of Windham and State of Vermont, are hereby 
notified that the taxes assessed by such Town for the 2019 
and 2020 tax years remain, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described property in such Town, 
to wit:

It being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to 
Edward John Brown by Warranty Deed of Lawrence A. 
Grover and Hazel E. Grover, dated August 6, 1981 and 
recorded on August 8, 1981 in Book 40 at Page 53 of the 
Londonderry Land Records.  Reference is made to Ease-
ment Deed of Duke Enterprises, Inc. to Edward J.Brown, 
dated August 25, 1982 and recorded on August 25, 1982 in 
Book 40 at Page 554 of the Londonderry Land Records.  
Excepting, however, approximately 0.12 acre of land 
conveyed to the State of Vermont by Warranty Deed of Ed-
ward J. Brown, dated September 27, 1993 and recorded on 
October 1, 1993 in Book 51 at Page 8 of the Londonderry 
Land Records.  (Parcel #102024; E911 address: 2296 North 
Main Street.) 

And pursuant to 32 V.S.A. Section 5254, so much of such 
property will be sold at public auction at the Town of Lon-
donderry Office, a public place located at 100 Old School 
Street, S. Londonderry, Vermont, on the 22nd day of April 
2021, at 10:00 a.m., as shall be requisite to discharge such 
taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

Dated at Londonderry, Vermont, this 11th day of March, 2021.

Tina Labeau, Collector of Delinquent Taxes

LUDLOW DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 

BOARD ANNOUNCEMENT 

The ZOOM meeting for the Divided Sky Foundation to 

be held on April 12, 2021 will be opened to those with 

Party Status ONLY per Vermont Statute, 24 V.S.A. § 

4465 Please see the Statute below:  

(b) For the purposes of this chapter, an interested person 
means any one of the following:
(1) A person owning title to property, or a municipal-
ity or solid waste management district empowered to 
condemn it or an interest in it, affected by a bylaw, who 
alleges that the bylaw imposes on the property unreason-
able or inappropriate restrictions of present or potential 
use under the particular circumstances of the case.
(2) The municipality that has a plan or a bylaw at issue in 
an appeal brought under this chapter or any municipality 
that adjoins that municipality.
(3) A person owning or occupying property in the 
immediate neighborhood of a property that is the subject 
of any decision or act taken under this chapter, who can 
demonstrate a physical or environmental impact on the 
person’s interest under the criteria reviewed, and who 
alleges that the decision or act, if confirmed, will not be 
in accord with the policies, purposes, or terms of the plan 
or bylaw of that municipality.
(4) Any ten persons who may be any combination of 
voters or real property owners within a municipali-
ty listed in subdivision (2) of this subsection who, by 
signed petition to the appropriate municipal panel of a 
municipality, the plan or a bylaw of which is at issue in 
any appeal brought under this title, allege that any relief 
requested by a person under this title, if granted, will not 
be in accord with the policies, purposes, or terms of the 
plan or bylaw of that municipality. This petition to the 
appropriate municipal panel must designate one person 
to serve as the representative of the petitioners regarding 
all matters related to the appeal.
(5) Any department and administrative subdivision of 
this State owning property or any interest in property 
within a municipality listed in subdivision (2) of this sub-
section, and the Agency of Commerce and Community 
Development of this State.

THIS MEETING WILL BE LIVE ON YOUTUBE FOR 

OTHERS TO VIEW.

TOWNSHEND, Vt. – Do 
you have items to donate 
to Grace Cottage Hospital’s 
71st annual Hospital Fair 

Day? Grace Cottage is seek-
ing items for its online auc-
tion, Aug. 1-8. See www.
gracecottage.org/events.

  To donate high-value new 
or used items, including 
jewelry, antiques, house-
hold items, cars, trucks, 
snowmobiles, ATVs, mo-

torcycles, boats, etc. – all tax 
deductible – call Andrea, 
C.J., or Charma at 802-365-
9109. Selected items may 
be auctioned online.

  To donate arts or crafts, 
call Art Show Chairperson 
Lauri Miner at 802-365-
4194.
  To donate hardcover 

Grace Cottage Hospital Fair Day seeks donations
books, call Book Booth 
Chairperson Ann Allbee at 
802-365-7213 to schedule 
an appointment.
  For more information 

about Hospital Fair Day, 
go to www.gracecottage.
org/events or call Fair Day 
Chairperson Eileen Fahey 
at 802-365-4030.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

The 65th Apple Blossom 
Cotillion, under very 
strict guidelines regard-

ing Covid-19, is now un-
derway. This year there 
will be two performances 
Friday, April 30 and Sat-
urday, May 1. At this time, 
general public in-person 
seating will not be avail-
able. However, the Grand 
Performance will be vid-

eotaped for viewing after 
the event.
  Ten area high school se-

nior girls and their chosen 
escorts have begun their 
rehearsals. The Springfield 
Community Players The-
ater has graciously offered 
their stage for the rehears-

als and performances. Due 
to the pandemic, there 
will not be any elementary 
school children participat-
ing this year.
  The musical theme for 

this year’s production is “I 
Feel Good” and will fea-
ture songs from the ’60s.
  The high school senior 

girls who will be compet-
ing for the title of Apple 
Blossom Queen are Anna 
Church, Skyler Congdon, 
Chloe Jerman-Brown, 
Hannah Hallock, Molly 
Leonard, Jordan Noyes, 
Victoria Otis, Kaelie Peo-
ples, Hannah Presch, and 
Reilly Tennis.
  Pam Church and Car-

rie Jewell return as the co-
directors of the Cotillion. 
Larry Kraft will be the 
event’s master of ceremo-
nies for his 20th year, and 
Marie Laplante will once 
again be the official pho-
tographer.
  The Apple Blossom Co-

tillion is a fundraiser for 
Springfield Hospital. The 
proceeds from this year’s 
event provide support 
for the Dr. E. Sherburne 
Lovell Health Career 
Award and the services of 
the hospital.
  To support this event, 

including becoming a 
cardboard fan, visit www.
springfieldhospitalgiving.
org. For more informa-
tion, contact Sandy Peplau 
at 802-885-7686 or spep-
lau@springfieldmed.org.

The 65th Apple Blossom Cotillion underway

WALPOLE, N.H. – E.L. 
Doctorow said, “Writing is 
like driving a car at night: 
you never see further 
than your headlights, but 
you can make the whole 
trip that way. If you have 
dreamed of writing about 
your life but don’t know 
how to take the first step, 
or if you have a project in 
progress and need reliable 
feedback as you go for-
ward, there is a place for 
you in one of these rigor-
ous workshops. Workshop 
leader, Pam Bernard, care-
fully shapes each group so 
that participants can feel 
both nurtured and chal-
lenged at whatever level of 
experience.”
  While fiction encour-

ages the writer to create a 
story, memoir demands 
that we discover a story. 
It can also be said of the 
need for poetry’s fresh in-
sights to be enacted on the 
page. If what Dag Ham-
marskjöld said is true, that 
the longest journey is the 
journey inward, then the 
deeper study and practice 
of memoir or poetry can 
facilitate and illuminate 
that journey.
  Pam Bernard, author of 

four books, is a poet, paint-
er, editor, and adjunct pro-
fessor at the New Hamp-
shire Institute of Art and 
Franklin Pierce University. 
She received her MFA in 
creative writing from War-
ren Wilson College and 
B.A. from Harvard Uni-
versity. Her awards include 
fellowships from the Na-
tional Endowment for the 
Arts and the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council.
  Please email pam@pam-

bernard.com, visit www.
pambernard.com, or call 
for more information, in-
cluding days and times, 
603-756-4177. All work-
shops are on Zoom.

Memoir 
Workshops
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In Search Of

The Town of Charlestown, NH is scheduling auctions of 
the following properties and is in search of Executor/Exec-
utrix of Estate, Heirs, or other related parties regarding the 
following properties:

33 Morways St – 
 former owner Robert W. Bryant (of Athens, VT)
150 Wetherby Road – 
 former owner Frederick L. Poisson, Sr 
4 Connecticut River Park – 
 former owner Maryann Lacroix-Thornton 
564 Morningside Lane – former owner Gail G. Crawford
77 Cobb Road – former owner Timothy R. Hicks

If you are related to the above individuals or know some-
one who may have rights to these properties, please con-
tact the; Office of the Selectboard, Town of Charlestown, 
233 Main Street, PO Box 385, Charlestown, NH  03603.  
Please contact the Selectboard Office as soon as possible, 
property auctions are scheduled for Saturday, May 1, 2021. 

TOWN OF CHESTER

AMENDED NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

BEFORE THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 

BOARD (VIA ZOOM)

On March 22, 2021, the Development Review Board will 
be holding a Site Visit at 847 Farrar Road at 4:30 pm and a 
Public Hearing at 6:00 PM at the Town Hall or via Zoom 
on an Application for a Variance. 

PROPERTY OWNERS: Chris Augusto
APPLICANT:  Chris Augusto 
LOCATION:  847 Farrar Road   
DISTRICT:  R120 

ACTION REQUESTED: Build a single-family residence 
on non-conforming lot – variance requested.
      
Abutters are hereby notified that further information can 
be found at the Town Clerk’s Office which is open Monday 
through Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Participation in the 
Public  Hearing is a pre-requisite to the right to take any 
subsequent appeal.

Link to the Zoom meeting will be on the Town of Chester 
home page: www.chestervt.gov.

For the Development Review Board
Jill S. Barger
Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
zoning@chestervt.gov

TOWN OF CHESTER

AMENDED NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

BEFORE THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 

BOARD (VIA ZOOM)

On March 22, 2021 , the Development Review Board will 
hold a site visit at 74 Cobleigh Street at 5:15 PM and a  
Public Hearing at 6:00 PM at the Town Hall or  via Zoom 
on an Application for a Variance. 

PROPERTY OWNERS: Barry F..Fowler
APPLICANT:  Barry F. Fowler 
LOCATION:  74 Cobleigh Street   
DISTRICT:  Village Center 

ACTION REQUESTED: Allow rebuilding of unattached 
garage with a larger footprint.
      
Abutters are hereby notified that further information can 
be found at the Town Clerk’s Office which is open Monday 
through Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Participation in this 
hearing is a pre-requisite to the right to take any subse-
quent appeal.

Link to the Zoom meeting will be on the Town of Chester 
home page: www.chestervt.gov.

For the Development Review Board
Jill S. Barger
Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
zoning@chestervt.gov

RABIES VACCINE CLINIC:  

VINCENT DIBERNARDO, DVM

SATURDAY, MARCH 27, 2021

WESTMINSTER TOWN GARAGE

10:30 AM TO 12:00 PM

$10.00 PER VACCINE

WESTMINSTER DOG LICENSES WILL ALSO BE 

AVAILABLE:

$9.00 SPAYED/NEUTERED    

$13.00 NOT SPAYED/NOT NEUTERED

Town of Westminster – Request for Proposal

The Town of Westminster, Vermont is seeking a qualified 
consultant to create a new “Local Hazard Mitigation Plan” 
which has a population of 3220 as per the 2010 census.

The selected consultant(s) shall:
A. Demonstrate the ability to identify various hazard mit-
igation strategies that will eliminate or greatly reduce the 
impact of hazards that may affect the municipality.
B. Have experience related to mitigation planning work.

The Town of Westminster has received a FEMA Grant 
that is capped at $ 10,150.00. Cost-effectiveness and 
efficiency will be given very serious consideration when 
selecting the Consultant which will, in this RFP, propose 
a budget and timeline that makes the most cost-effective 
and expedient use of all in kind resources as well as other 
cost saving measures, such as teleconferencing. Further 
details of this request for service can be acquired by con-
tacting the Town Manager at manager@westminstervt.
org. 

Proposals will be accepted until March 26, 2021 @ 4:00pm 
and proposed work must be completed by July 30, 2022 
per the FEMA Grant guidelines. All proposals shall 
include:

A. Consultant’s qualifications and resume. Please include 
references and contact information for similar emergency 
management or hazard mitigation planning projects.
B. Description of experience with grant funded projects, 
especially FEMA or Vermont EM programs.
C. Project and cost proposal should include all consultant 
hourly rates and any associated direct expenses.

All RFP’s can be emailed directly to the Town Manager @ 
the email address above on or before the date specified.

TOWN OF WESTMINSTER
Russell R. Hodgkins – Town Manager
P.O. BOX 147        WESTMINSTER, VT 05158
Tel. 802-722-4255           Fax 802-722-9816
Manager@westminstervt.org

TOWN OF WESTON NOTICE OF SITE 

PLAN REVIEW HEARING

Ramsay Gordon Architects have submitted an application 
for an addition to make an existing inn at 630 Main St. 
ADA accessible. The Planning Commission will hold a 
hearing on this application on 4/5/2021 at 7:00 PM on 
Zoom.

Those interested in attending the online meeting or seeing 
the application should email the Zoning Administrator at 
zoning@westonvt.org.

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §§ 4464(a)(1)(C) and 4471(a), 

participation in this local proceeding is a prerequisite 

to the right to take any subsequent appeal.  

HELP WANTED

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

MAINTENANCE WORKER II / VACUUM DRIVER

Full-Time – Permanent Position

Desired candidate must have the ability to perform semi-
skilled work related to the operation of sewer collections.  
Must be able to make accurate reports of material hauled 
and maintenance scheduled.  Operates vacuum truck and 
light duty motor equipment, and hand tools necessary 
to perform repair functions.  May occasionally be called 
upon to operate construction equipment other than trucks 
in circumstances not requiring a high degree of skill, if 
capable of doing so.  Responsible for routine servicing 
and preventative maintenance of vehicle in his/her charge, 
including minor repairs and adjustments such as prepara-
tion of snow storms. Depending on Division, Maintenance 
Worker II/Vacuum Driver may participate in activities 
such as:  municipal properties repair and maintenance, 
masonry, plumbing, carpentry work, water/sewer repair, 
construction, sidewalk and catch basin repairs and 
replacement. Must possess all desired knowledge, abilities 
and physical capabilities necessary to perform heavy 
manual labor for long hours under varying and often 
rugged climatic conditions.  Position is supervised by the 
Public Works Director and the Water/Wastewater Super-
intendent, or their designee and may be required to work 
independently on occasion. Requires an understanding 
of job safety, a valid motor vehicle operator’s license, valid 
Commercial Driver’s License, (CDL), with Tanker en-
dorsement and employee to be on call.  Grade 14 A $16.10 
up to 14 F $19.64 per hour, depending on experience, - 
union position with healthcare and retirement benefits.  

Send cover letter, resume and applications to the Human 
Resources Office, 96 Main Street,  or email to:  toshr@
vermontel.net.  Applications and job descriptions may be 
picked up at the Town Office Mondays – Fridays, 8:30 AM 
to 3:00 PM by calling the Human Resources Department 
ahead at (802) 885-2104 or downloaded and viewed from 
the Town’s website  https://springfieldvt.govoffice2.com/.  
All applications will be accepted until the positions are 
filled. E.O.E. 

MARCH 21 –

LUDLOW, Vt. – Ludlow 
Fire Department and Black 
River Good Neighbors will 
provide an Easter Dinner 
Saturday, April 3, from 1-3 
p.m. Curbside pick up will 
take place at the Ludlow Fire 
Station. Menu includes ham, 
potatoes, gravy, corn, roll, 
and dessert. Call Angela at 
802-356-3823 by March 
21 to reserve your free 
dinner. There will be a 
maximum of 125 dinners 
provided.

MARCH 22 –

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
Adults 21 and older are 
allowed under Vermont law 
to grow a maximum of two 
mature marijuana plants 
or four immature plants. 

On Monday, March 22 
at 3 p.m., Fran Janik will 
detail the process from seed 
buying through harvest. 
Janik is a cannabis patient 
advocate and legalization 
and technical consultant. 
This Zoom presentation 
is being hosted by 
Neighborhood Connections. 
If you would like to attend, 
call 802-824-4343.

LUDLOW, Vt. – American 
Red Cross Blood Drive will 
be held Monday, March 
22, from 12:30-5:30 p.m., 
at the Ludlow Community 
Center, 37 Main Street, in 
Ludlow. Walk in or make 
an appointment at www.
redcrossblood.org or call 
1-800-RED CROSS.

MARCH 24 –

REGION – AARP Vermont 
is offering a series of 
free virtual presentations 
on consumer fraud. On 
March 24 is “Investment 
Fraud: A Life Savings Up 
In Smoke.” Approximately 
$3 billion is lost annually 

to investment fraud, which 
directly impacts the life 
savings of many senior 
citizens. Join our fraud 
team for an examination 
of how to recognize it and 
what you can do to avoid 
it. Two presentations are 
offered at 10 a.m. and 

7 p.m. Pre-registration is 
required. Contact Elliott 
Greenblott, AARP Vermont 
Fraud Watch Coordinator, 
at egreenblott@aarp.org.

MARCH 25 –

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Thursday, March 25 at 6 

p.m., join the Springfield 
Town Library for an online 
presentation of “Taking a 
Trip to Yellowstone Through 
Fiction.” Anne Perreault 
will be introducing her new 
book, “Whatever Tomorrow 
May Bring.” Sign up is 
required at www.eventbrite.

com/e/taking-a-trip-to-
yellowstone-through-fiction-
tickets-136962718177. 
This event is free and open 
to the public. Contact Tracey 
at stlvtprograms@gmail.com 
or 802-885-3108 with any 
questions.



10A | March 17, 2021 The Vermont Journal/The Shopper

outdoor news

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your  

piece of Vermont  

to fit your Dreams!

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

15 Barker St.

Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479

Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security

UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

Noel Hoffmann
Dog Training and Behavioral Consulting

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
It is all behavior. And all behavior can be changed. 

- Positive, science based training

- Private personalized coaching

- All season facility

www.noelhoffmann.com   802-375-5560
Westminster, Vermont

APDT, CPDT-KA, KPA-CTP, IAABC-CDBC, Fear Free

Rick Strobl
Income Tax Preparation

Affordable • Experienced • Accurate • Personal Attention
Direct Deposit

Now Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Specializing in: “Earned Income Credit” “Self Employed” 
“Rental Properties” “Small Businesses”

North Springfield, Vt Weathersfield, Vt 
Call for Appointment: 802-299-5121

Building Quality Custom Homes of Exceptional Value

25 Years of Fine Residential Construction

Chester, VT 05143

802-875-5240
CrownPointBuilders.com

Additions • Renovations • Kitchens • Decks & Patios
Custom Designs • Full Design Services

Mark Mitchell Ken Duffy

Custom Modulars • Your Plans or Ours

802-291-5307 • gmhinc12@reagan.com 

Green Meadow Homes

MONTPELIER, Vt. – The 
Vermont Fish & Wildlife De-
partment and the Vermont 
Fish & Wildlife Board will 
hold online public hearings on 
deer and moose management 
for 2021 March 23, 25, and 26.
  The online public hearings 

will have department staff and 
Fish & Wildlife Board mem-
bers participating. The meet-
ings will start with a 30-min-
ute pre-recorded presentation 
on the proposed 2021 moose 

hunting season and current 
health status of Vermont’s 
deer herd that is on the Fish 
& Wildlife website. Public 
comments and questions will 
be taken at the electronic 
meetings and by phone. The 
department will post writ-
ten responses on its deer and 
moose hearing webpage after 
the hearings.
  For more information and 

to join the online hearings, go 
to the Vermont Fish & Wild-

life website, www.vtfishand-
wildlife.com, and click on 
the “Public Hearings Sched-
ule” on the home page.
  In addition to the public 

hearings, anyone can leave 
a comment on the proposals 
with a telephone message 
by calling 802-265-0043 or 
by emailing ANR.FWPub-
licComment@vermont.gov. 
Comments on moose must 
be received by March 31 
and for deer by May 14.

Online public hearings on 
deer and moose

CHESTER, Vt. – Chester Rod 
& Gun Club will host a “Fly 
Fishing for Beginners” class 
Saturday, April 3, from 9 a.m. to 
noon, at the clubhouse located 
at 4352 Vermont Route 11 in 
Chester. The one-day course is 
free for children and by dona-
tion for adults. Current mem-

bers and children will have 
priority.
  We will go over basic fly 

fishing principles, equipment, 
knots, and casting. The course 
will be 90 minutes of indoor 
classroom learning and 90 
minutes of outdoor demonstra-
tions and practice. Equipment 

will be provided.
  Bring an old piece of fly 

fishing equipment – a rod, 
reel, or anything that peaks 
your curiosity. The most in-
teresting item wins 12 hand-
tied flies or a half-day guided 
fishing trip.
  We will be practicing Co-

vid-19 safety regulations; the 
class will be limited to 10 
participants, and masks and 
distancing will be required. 
Up to 20 observers will be 
allowed for the outdoor pre-
sentation portion.
  Register for the course by 

emailing instructor Harry 
Henderson at flybynt@ver-
montel.net. Henderson is 
a Fly By Night fly fishing 
instructor and has been fly 
fishing since 1959. He has 
been a volunteer guide for 
Casting for Recovery and 
Project Healing Waters.

Fly Fishing for Beginners class
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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – As 
the all-volunteer Black Riv-
er Action Team gears up to 
collect water quality data 
for nearly 40 sites around 
Windsor County this sum-
mer, fundraising has begun 
in earnest to purchase sup-
plies and equipment. One of 
the resources is the Vermont 
Watershed Grant Program, 
which is funded exclusively 
from sales of the Conser-
vation License Plate, www.
vtfishandwildlife.com/get-
involved/donate/conserva-
tion-license-plate. Half of 
the revenue from the license 
plate goes to the Watershed 
Grant Fund with the other 
half going to the Non-Game 
Wildlife Fund.
  Groups like BRAT can 

apply for funding to plan, 

monitor, educate, and imple-
ment programs and projects 
that enhance water quality and 
aquatic habitat in Vermont. 
The maximum grant request 
for educational activities is 
$5,000; $3,500 for planning, 
assessment, and monitoring; 
and $10,000 for boots-on-the-
ground implementation proj-
ects. In years past, the “pot” 
of money ranged upward of 
$100,000. The 2021 “pot” is 
only $60,000. The projects 
span the state and a wide range 
of topics from improving trout 
habitat to a public canoe por-
tage, and $60,000 won’t go far. 
The only way to increase the 
amount of funding is for more 
people to purchase a Conser-
vation License Plate.
  The Conservation License 

Plates are not only attrac-

tive, but all proceeds from 
their purchase directly ben-
efit the Vermont ecosystem 
we all know and treasure. 
The grant program supports 
projects aimed at increasing 
flood resilience, wildlife habi-
tat, recreational opportuni-
ties, monitoring stream health, 
and much more. Although 
grants won’t be awarded until 
later this spring, as director 
of BRAT I strongly encourage 
everyone to learn about the li-
cense plate program and con-
sider buying one – it’s a great 
way to show your support for 
Vermont’s irreplaceable natu-
ral resources!
  Learn more about BRAT at 

www.BlackRiverActionTeam.
org, blackrivercleanup@gmail.
com, or leave a message at 802-
738-0456.

Support Vermont’s waterways

MONTPELIER, Vt. – A 
limited moose hunt in Ver-
mont’s Wildlife Management 
Unit E in the northeastern 
corner of the state is proposed 
in order to reduce the impact 
of winter ticks on the moose 
population. The proposal was 
presented by the Fish & Wild-
life Department to the Ver-
mont Fish & Wildlife Board 
at its Feb. 17 meeting.
  “Moose density in WMU-

E remains well above one 
moose per square mile, sig-
nificantly higher than any 
other part of the state,” said 
Nick Fortin, Vermont Fish & 
Wildlife’s biologist in charge 
of the moose project.

  The Fish & Wildlife Depart-
ment recently partnered with 
University of Vermont re-
searchers to conduct a study 
of moose health and survival 
in WMU-E. The results of this 
study, in which 126 moose were 
fitted with GPS tracking collars, 
clearly showed that chronic high 
winter tick loads have caused 
the health of moose in that part 
of the state to be very poor. Sur-
vival of adult moose remained 
relatively good, but birth rates 
were very low and less than half 
of the calves survived their first 
winter.
  “Research has shown that 

lower moose densities, like in 
the rest of Vermont, support rel-
atively few winter ticks that do 
not impact moose populations,” 
said Fortin. “Reducing moose 
density decreases the number 
of available hosts which in turn 
decreases the number of winter 
ticks on the landscape.”
  The department would issue 

60 either-sex moose hunting 
permits and 40 antlerless moose 
hunting permits in WMU-E for 
the moose seasons this October. 
That would result in an estimat-
ed harvest of 51 to 66 moose, 

or 5% of the more than 1,000 
moose currently estimated to 
live in WMU-E.
  “This permit recommenda-

tion will help address winter tick 
impacts on moose in WMU-
E by reducing the density of 
moose, but it does so slowly, 
over a period of several years,” 
added Fortin. “This allows fu-
ture moose permit allocations 
to be adjusted as new informa-
tion becomes available. Given 
the poor health of the moose 
population in that area and a 
clearly identified cause, we need 
to take action to address this is-
sue.”
  No moose hunting permits 

are recommended for other 
regions of Vermont. The 2021 
Moose Season Recommenda-
tion and related information 
about moose research and man-
agement are available on Ver-
mont Fish & Wildlife’s website 
at www.vtfishandwildlife.com. 
Comments may be provided un-
til March 31 by emailing ANR.
FWPublicComment@vermont.
gov or by calling and leaving a 
message on the Vermont Fish & 
Wildlife public comment voice-
mail at 802-265-0043.

Hunt proposed to improve health 
of Vermont’s moose

MONTPELIER, Vt. – Ver-
mont’s Big Game Manage-
ment Plan for 2020-2030 is 
now available on the Vermont 
Fish & Wildlife Department’s 
website www.vtfishandwildlife.
com.
  “The department has a long 

history of managing Vermont’s 
big game species using the best 
available science that is in-
formed by a robust public input 
process,” said Fish & Wildlife 
Commissioner Louis Porter. 
“For the past 20 years, the man-
agement of Vermont’s four big 
game wildlife species – white-
tailed deer, black bear, moose, 
and wild turkey – has been co-
ordinated by a comprehensive 
Big Game Management Plan, 
and this is our latest, proactive 
guide for the next decade.”
  The plan, updated every 

10 years, identifies the pri-
mary issues that these species 

face, establishes sustainable 
population and management 
goals, and then prescribes the 
strategies needed to achieve 
these goals. Combining wild 
turkey with moose may seem 
strange on the face of it, but a 
multi-species approach is ap-
propriate, according to Porter, 
because all four species face 
overlapping challenges and, 
as a group, they represent the 
backbone of Vermont’s hunting 
and wildlife-viewing opportu-
nities.
  “In the end,” Porter said, “the 

plan’s primary goal is to safe-
guard healthy and sustainable 
big game populations and all 
the benefits they confer to Ver-
monters, our economy, other 
wildlife, and our landscape.”
  The 2020-2030 Big Game 

Management Plan prescribes 
nine strategies to address the 
eight overarching issues that 
are expected to impact all four 
species in the next decade, in-
cluding maintaining the high 
support for big game hunting, 
conserving vital habitat, and 
improving day-to-day data col-
lection. An additional 81 strat-
egies target species-specific is-
sues. 
  “The 75-page plan includes 

detailed descriptions of all of 
the issues and the strategies as 
well as a summary of the public 
comments we received and our 
responses to them,” said Porter. 
“Anyone interested in learn-
ing more about how Vermont’s 
deer, bear, moose, and wild 
turkeys are being scientifically 
managed should go to our web-
site to read the plan.”

Big Game Management 
Plan for 2020-2030 
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communityAUTOMOTIVE/REAL ESTATE

GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282
NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

Stunning Yet Quaint B & B 

In The Heart of Chester!

Owners Quarters, 7 Guest Rooms

Chester, $579,000

Business, Residential Opportunity!

2 Story w/2 Bedroom Apt.

2 bedroom, 2 Baths

Chester, $147,900

9.8+/- Acres 

Great Place To

Build Your Dream House!

Springfield, $45,000

In The Heart Of Picturesque

Grafton Village!

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Grafton, $350,000

Residential & Commercial Property

Office, 6 Rooms &
2 Bedroom Apartment

Springfield, $125,000

Spacious & Bright Contemporary!

1.5 Miles From Village

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Grafton, $439,000

Commercial Building on 2.4+/- Acres

Great Location, 20 Parking Spots

2,100 Sq. Ft Showroom

Springfield, $249,900

Stunning 543+/- Acres Set 

Between The Hills Outside Beautiful 

Villages of Grafton & Chester

Chester, $999,000

2.32+/- Acres Between 

Stratton & MT Snow!

Level Wooded Parcel

Wardsboro, $29,900

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com
39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

Referred to as the ‘round house’ this home offers two floors 
of living space with the upstairs having high ceilings and lots of 
windows, open concept living/kitchen/dining, two bedrooms 
and two bathrooms. The first floor offers a large mudroom, 
family room, office, den, guest room, full bath and utility room 
with access to the attached two car garage. Barn and shed for 
additional storage all situated on 112+/- acres (110+/- enrolled 
in Current Use) in Perkinsville with fruit trees and wooded 
backdrop, set against Hawks Mountain. Easy commute to I91, 
skiing, recreation and so much more. $359,900

This nice home offers multiple options and is close to town 
amenities. Use as a single family three to four bedroom home 
just by opening doorways.Includes a remodeled eat-in kitchen 
and bath, formal dining room, bedroom on the first floor and a 
spacious living room. Upstairs with 2-3 more bedrooms, kitchen/
craftroom and a full bathroom (or use the upstairs as an in-law 
apartment with it’s own kitchen, bathroom, bedroom, living 
area). Renovate the barn for extra storage or garage space, lots of 
parking and a back yard. $149,900

A perfect retreat. This 70+/- acre property has much to offer 
with a mix of open and wooded land, pond, local hillside views 
and privacy. Backed up to Hawks Mountain for hiking. The 
home offers open concept living space with vaulted ceilings 
and lots of woodwork, two bedrooms (each with doors to the 
back deck, a beautiful bright/sunny bath, three bays of parking 
under for storage with laundry room and mudroom/entry. JUST 

REDUCED AGAIN TO $299,900

Cottage with acreage! This property has much to offer. The 
cottage offers a rustic interior with open concept living space, 2 
bedrooms plus a loft area and a front porch. The 26+/- acres is 
mostly wooded and could potentially be subdivided. Located in 
Weathersfield a short distance to paved roads, close to trails and 
recreation. $220,000

Professional Friendly Service
13 Clinton Street • Springfield, VT 05156
802-885-2500 • www.musevermont.com

Lori Muse, 
Broker/Owner

Carol Cole, 
REALTOR

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

P&M Auto Sales
Quality Used Cars and Trucks

280 River Street • Springfield, VT • Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit Approval

Bankruptcy • Bad Credit
First Time • Divorce

$20 
Oil Change up to 5-quarts 

Doesn’t Include Synthetic Oil

Offer Expires 03/31/21

2013 Subaru Legacy
4 Cylinder

Auto
AWD

4 Door
Fully Loaded

2015 Subaru Crosstrek
AWD, Auto
4 Cylinder

Leather
Sunroof

Fully Loaded

2015 Hyundai Elantra2016 Kia Sportage
4 Door Sedan
4 Cylinder
Auto
Air

4 Cylinder
AWD
Auto

Fully Loaded

2013 Volkswagen Routan SE

2012 Subaru Forester

Auto
Leather
7 Passenger
Fully Loaded

PZEV
4 Cylinder
Standard
AWD

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

WESTMINSTER,Vt.– 
SEVCA currently has 
openings for no-cost 
weatherization services 
and is accepting applica-
tions. Some applicants 
will receive services this 
year. We provide com-
plete weatherization 
services, from energy 
education to weath-
erization and energy 
retrofits. These free up-
grades save money and 
help ensure a warm, 
comfortable, and safe 
home. Our expert staff 
can help you to improve 
your home’s perfor-
mance by offering:
• Home Energy Au-

dits performed by a 
highly trained Energy 
Efficiency Auditor who 
will conduct a compre-
hensive home audit to 
determine what we can 
do to improve energy 
efficiency in the home.
• A comprehensive 

plan to weatherize your 
home that includes 
air sealing, insulating, 
duct sealing, improv-
ing heating and cooling 
systems, minor repairs, 
and health and safety 
improvements.
• Energy efficiency up-

grades on electric water 
heaters, lighting, and 
old appliances through 
our partnership with 
Efficiency Vermont.

income eligibility is also 
available on our website. 
Services result in lower 
heating bills, increased 
comfort in the home, in-
creased health and safety, 
and smaller carbon foot-
print and impact on the 
environment.
  For more information 

about the program, please 
visit SEVCA’s no-cost 
weatherization webpage, 
www.sevca.org/weather-
ization/no-cost-homes-
wx, or contact Tawny 
Staskunas at tstaskunas@
sevca.org or call us at 802-
722-4575 ext. 1308.

  For information about 
SEVCA’s ongoing pro-
grams including programs 
that help community 
members to navigate the 
effects of Covid-19, in-
cluding referral and access 
to applications for avail-
able supports, or to learn 
more about SEVCA’s no-
cost Money Management 
and Vermont Matched 
Savings program, or to 
make an appointment for 
our no-cost VITA tax prep 
services, you may visit our 
website, www.sevca.org, or 
call to make an appoint-
ment, 800-464-9951.

  These services are avail-
able to Vermonters who 
meet income eligibility 
guidelines. Homeowners 
and renters, including 
those in apartments and 
mobile homes, are able to 
access this program. All 
household sizes may ap-
ply. For example, eligibil-
ity for a household of two 
is about $50,000 per year 
and a household of four 
may be eligible with an 
income of about $63,000. 
Don’t hesitate to call as our 
program staff can help you 
to determine eligibility. 
More information about 

SEVCA weatherization services

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Attention all area high 
school seniors: the Spring-
field Elks Lodge is pleased 
to invite senior class stu-
dents who are planning 
for college to apply for our 
local scholarships. The 
scholarship is available to 
all high school seniors who 
are United States citizens. 
Applicants do not need to 

be related to a member of 
the Elks. Scholarships are 
judged based on academ-
ics, leadership, commu-
nity service, and financial 
need.
  The deadline for sub-

mittals is April 15, 2021.
  Award winners and pre-

sentations of awards will 
be made at the school’s 
award or graduation cer-

emony.
  If you are interested in 

this scholarship or have 
questions about this ap-
plication process, please 
contact your school’s 
guidance office or con-
tact Jacqueline Driscoll-
Page, 1560 Lodge Schol-
arship Chairperson, at 
jedriscoll@hotmail.com 
or 603-304-7434.

Springfield Elks Lodge 
scholarships available

REGION – Impostor 
scams have been circulat-
ing for years, and crimi-
nals are constantly “tweak-
ing” their methods to add 
greater credibility to the 
scams. Recent federal and 
state agency reports note 
an increase in text mes-
saging and emails. Most 
frequent in this new bom-
bardment is the attempt to 
take advantage of fears re-
lated to the Covid-19 pan-
demic. With the increase 
in attempts comes this 
new twist involving the 
use of forged or spoofed 
credentials to convey au-
thenticity.
  The basic scam goes 

something like this: You 
receive an “official” notice 
by text message or email 
from a government offi-
cial – FBI agent, IRS au-
ditor, Medicare or Social 
Security Administration 
manager. The message 
notes that irregularities 
were discovered in your 
account or that an inves-
tigation is under way due 
to your activities. The ac-
tual issue is often vague 
and the text threatens im-
mediate legal actions, loss 
of benefits, or suspension 
from receipt of entitle-
ments.
  Up to now, this sounds 

quite run of the mill when 
it comes to impostor 
scams, but here is where 
the new twist appears; 
the criminal includes a 
photograph and signature 
on what appears to be le-
gitimate ID or, in some 
cases, an identity badge 
with name and number. 
Welcome to the marvel-
ous world of Computer 
Generated Graphics. Us-
ing text and graphics soft-
ware, virtual replication of 
identity documents is pos-
sible on intermediate level 
computers and even some 
introductory hardware.
  After conducting some 

research on this topic, I 
decided to attempt cre-
ation of such a document. 
My tools: a basic MacBook 
Air, free word process-
ing software, Adobe PDF 
Reader, free online graph-
ic editing software, and 
a smart phone. My goal 
was to create an “official” 
ID for use on the internet. 
My task would have been 
a bit more complicated if 
I needed a physical docu-
ment or item – and quite a 
bit more costly.
  Even using somewhat 

generic tools, I was able 
to accomplish the task in 
less than 20 minutes. In 
this exercise, I began with 
a browser search for FBI 
badge and was immedi-
ately on a search page that 
allowed me to see images 
of ID documents for the 
FBI. I found one ID card 
graphic and copied it to 
my computer desktop. 

The signature was easy. I 
signed a piece of paper and 
used my cell phone to take 
a picture. The photograph 
was likewise an easy part 
of the puzzle. Once I had 
all of these pieces, it took 
no more than five minutes 
to create the ID card.
  I understand that some 

readers may be asking, 
“Why are you telling 
criminals about this?” The 
simple answer: They have 
known about this process 
for decades; I wanted you 
to know how this happens!
  So why is this new ap-

proach effective? It builds 
on some key psychologi-
cal elements – fear, greed, 
respect for authority, and 
social consensus. While 
a simple text message or 
email may produce the de-
sired response, including 
evidence of authenticity 
reinforces the strength of 
the communication. This 
impact may be so effective 
it can deter the intended 
victim from conducting 
independent authentica-
tion.
  As with many of my rec-

ommendations for avoid-
ing the scam, only a few 
steps need be taken. The 
first step is to apply logic 
or reason to the situation. 
Government agencies, or 
for that matter large cor-
porations, do not make de-
mands for immediate pay-
ment of funds. Neither do 
they threaten termination 
of benefits without due 
process. Telephone, text 
message, or email contacts 

initiated by someone 
other than you will not 
demand personal infor-
mation such as a Social 
Security Number or 
Medicare ID number. 
They will never suggest 
payment by gift card or 
money gram.
  Regardless of what 

evidence or authenti-
cation comes with the 
request for payment or 
personal information, 
conduct a totally inde-
pendent confirmation 
of the contact. Inquire 
with the regional or 
state office of the agency 
using an in dependently 
verifiable contact. If this 
turns out to be fraudu-
lent, you’ll be in a good 
place to file a report.

  Elliott Greenblott 
is a retired educator 
and coordinator of the 
AARP Vermont Fraud 
Watch Network. He 
hosts a CATV program, 
Mr. Scammer, distrib-
uted by GNAT-TV in 
Sunderland, Vt.

Fraud Watch Network: 
Impostor scams

@VermontJournal
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